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SUPPLY — considered  in  Committee — Civil  Service  Estimates — 

.  (In  the  Committee.) 

Class  II. — Salaries  and  Expenses  of  Civil  Departments. 

(i.)  £3,707,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Friendly  Societies  B-egistry. 

(3.)  £10,111,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Land  Commissioners  for  England. — After 
short  dehate,  Vote  agreed  to  . .  . .  . .         29 

(3.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £175,956,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1887,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  including 
various  Grants  in  Aid  of  Local  Taxation  *'  . .  . .  . .         36 
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Original  Question  again  proposed    ..  ..  ..  ..61 
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(4.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed.  ''That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £6,239,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  3 1  st  day  of  March 
1887,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Office  of  the  Commissioners  in  Lunacy 
in  England '*  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..86 

Moved^  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £239,  be  granted,  &c.,'* — {Mr,  Molloy  :) — After 
debate.  Question  put: — The  Committee  divided ;  Ayes  67,  Noes  123;  Majority  56. 
— (Div.  List,  No.  19.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(5.)  £29,081,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Mint,  including  Coinage. — After  debate. 
Vote  agrud  to         ,,  . .  . .  . .       102 
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(6.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  <^  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,796,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Qiarge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1887,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  National  Debt  Office  '*  i  13 

Movedf  **That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,296,  be  granted,  &c.,*'  —  (^Vr  George 
Campbell :) — After  debate,  Question  put : — The  Committee  divided  ;  Ayes  73,  Noes 
139  ;  Majority  66.— (Div.  List,  No.  20.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

(7.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **■  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £25,303,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1887,  connected  with  the  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade  Marks  Act "  .120 

After  debate,  Moved,  ''That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £24,903,  be  granted,  &c.,*' — 
{Mr,  Alexander  ^/a;}«.;)— -Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Origfinal  Question  again  proposed    ..  ..  ..  ..131 

After  short  debate,  Origfinal  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(8.)  £11,190,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Paymaster  Oeneral's  Office. 

(9.}  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £4,014, 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  3 1st  day  of 
March  1887,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Establishments  under  the  Public 
Works  Loan  Commissioners*'        ..  ..  ..  ..132 

After  short  debate.  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(10.)  £8,326,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Record  Office. 

(11.)  £22,211,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Registrar  General's  Office,  England. 

(13.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £241,424, 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March  1887,  for  Stationery,  Printing,  and  Paper,   Binding,  and  Printed  Books 
for  the  several  Departments  of  Government  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland, 
and  some  Dependencies,  and  for  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  for  the  Sala- 
ries and  Expenses  of  the  Establishment  of  the  Stationery  Office,  and  the  cost  of 
Stationery  Office  Publications,   and  of    the   Gazette  Offices  ;    and  for  sundry 
Miscellaneous  Services,  including  a  Grant  in  Aid  of  the  publication  of  Parlia- 
mentary Debates**  ..  ..  ..  ..135 

After  debate,  Moved^  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £236,274,  be  granted,  &c.,'*— 
(Mr.  Labouehere  :) — After  further  short  debate.  Question  put: — 1  he  Committee 
divided;  Ayes  30,  Noes  176  ;  Majority  146.— (Div.  List,  No.  21.) 

Origfinal  Question  again  proposed    ••  ..  ..  ..149 

After  short  debate,  Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

EesolutioDS  to  be  reported. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £10,043,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1887,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Office  of  Her  Majesty*s  Woods,  Forests, 
and  Land  Revenues,  and  of  the  Office  of  Land  Revenue  Records  and  Inrolments  '*        151 

Moved,  *'That  the  Chairman  do  report  Prog^ress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again," — 
{Mr.  Dillon  :) — After  short  debate.  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Eesolutions  to  be  reported  upon  Monday  next ;  Committee  also  report 
Progress  ;  to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 

Supply — Report — Resolutions  [Sth  September]  ri5por<*rf      ..  ..153 

Resolutions  1  to  15,  inclusivei  agreed  to. 
Resolution  16  read  a  second  time. 

Moved,  ''That this  House  doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  said  Re- 
solution,"— [Mr.  Jackeon  :) — After  short  debate,  Question  put: — The 
House  divided ;  Ayes  129,  Noes  50  ;  Majority  79.— (Div.  List,  No.  22.) 

Disturbances  at  Belfast  Inquiry  Bill  [Bill  35]— 

Order  for  Committee  read  : — Moved,  **  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave 
the  Chair," — {Sir  Michael  Hicki- Beach)  ..  ..      io7 
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After  short  debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to : — Bill  comtdered  in  Com- 
mittee. 
Moved,  ''  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit 

again,'' — {Sir  Michael  Sicks- Beach :) — Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Committee  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  upon  Monday  next. 

MOTIONS. 
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tBiU47]  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..169 

[2.O.] 

LORDS,  MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  13. 
Secret  Service  (Repeal)  Bill  (No.  15)— 

Moved,  **  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2',"— ( The  Marquees  of  Salisbury)     . .      1 60 
Motion  agreed  to: — Bill    read  2*  accordingly,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  Thursday  next.  [4.30.] 
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ORDERS    OF    THE    DAY. 


SUPPLY — eonnd&red  in  GammitieQ — Civil  Service  Estimates  — 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  II. — Salaries  and  Expenses  of  Civil  Departments. 

(i.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding^  £10,043,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of 
March  1887,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  OflSce  of  Her  Majesty's 
Woods,  Forests,  and  Land  Revenues,  and  of  the  Office  of  Land  Revenue  Records 
and  Inrolments  "  . .  ..  ..  ..  ..       188 

After  debate.  Moved,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £6,043,  be  granted  &c.,*' — (Mr. 
Clancy  :) — After  further  debate,  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed  ..  ..  ..  ..210 

Moved f  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £8,043,  be  granted,  &c.," — {Mr.  Clanry  :) — 
Question  put: — The  Committee  divided;  Ayes  73,  Noes  149;  Majority  76. — 
(Uiv.  List.  No.  23.) 

Origfinal  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(2.)  £21,059,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Works  and  Public  Buildings  Office.  —  After 
short  debate,  YoiQ  agreed  to  ,.  ..  ..  ,,210 

(3.)  £10,000,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Mercantile  Marine  Fund  (Grant  in  Aid). 

(4.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  ^*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £30,000,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of 
March  1887,  for  Her  Majesty's  Foreign  and  other  Secret  Services  "  . .       212 

After  short  debate,  Question  put : — The  Committee  divided;  Ayes  159,  Noes  54; 
^lajority  105.— (Div.  List,  No.  24.) 

(5.)  £3,393,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Secretary  for  Scotland's  Office. — After 
short  debate,  Vote  ff^r^erf  fo  ..  ..  ..  .,215 

(6.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *' That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,755,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1887,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Department  of  the  Queen's  and  Lord 
Treasurer's  Remembrancer  in  Exchequer,  Scotland,  of  certain  Officers  in  Scotland, 
and  other  Charges  formerly  on  the  Hereditary  Revenue  '*  . .  . .       220 

Moved,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,125,  be  granted,  &c.,"—(i/r.  Labouehere  :) 
— After  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed    . .  . .  .  •  . .       223 

Moved,  *•  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,466,  be  granted,  &c.," — {Mr.  Labouehere  : ) 
— After  short  debate.  Question  put : — The  Committee  divided  ;  Ayes  59,  Noes  141 ; 
Majority  82.--^Div.  List.  No.  25.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(7.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £12,780,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  3  let  day  of 
March  1887,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Fishery  Board  in  Scotland  and 
for  Grants  in  Aid  of  Piers  or  Quays  '*  . .  , .  , ,       227 
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After  short  debate,  Movedy  '^  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £12,580,  be  granted,  &c.," 
— (Mr.   JB^Mn^^r;)— After  further  debate.  Question  put: — The  Committee  divided: 
Ayes  66,  Noes  154 ;  Majority  89.— (Div.  List,  No.  26.) 
Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
(8.)  £2,482,  to  complete  tho  sum  for  Lunacy  Commission,  Scotland. — After  short 

debate.  Vote  agreed  to  .,  ..  ,,  . .       255 

(9.^  £3,089,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Registrar  General's  Office,  Scotland. 
(10.)  £3,340,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Board  of  Supervision  for  Relief  of  the   Poor, 

and  for  Public  Health,  Scotland. 
(II.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,516,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March  1887,  for  the  Salaries  of  the  Officers  and  Attendants  of  the  Household  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  other  Expenses  **  . .  . .       256 

Movedy  **That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,489,  be  granted,  &c.," — [Mr.  Arthur  O'Con- 
nor :) — After  short  debate,  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed     . .  . .  . .  . .       263 

J/ot7*<f,  **  That  a  sum.  not  exceeding  £953,  be  granted,  &c.." — {Mr.  Thomaa  Russell :) 
— After  short  debate,  Question  put : — The  Committee  divided  ;  Ayes  36,  Noes  178  : 
Majority  142.— (Div.  List,  No.  27.) 
Original  Question  again  proposed     . .  . .  . .  .  •       266 

Moved,  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,727,  be  granted,  &c.,"— (i/r.  Tanner  :) — 
After  short  debate.  Question  put: — The  Committee  divided ;  Ayes  55;  Noes  179  ; 
Majority  124.— (Div.  List,  No.  28.) 
Original  Question  again  proposed     . .  . .  . .  . .        28 

Movedf  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,427,  be  granted,  &c.," — {Mr,  Clancy  :) — After 
short  debate,  Question  put: — The  Committee  divided;    Ayes  62,  Noes  172  ;  Ma- 
jority 110.— (Div.  List,  No.  29.) 
Original  Question  again  proposed     . .  . .  .  •  . .       280 

Movedf  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,456,  be  granted,  &c.,"— (Jfr.  Dillon  :) — After 
short  debate.  Question  put: — The  Committee  divided;  Ayes  56,  Noes  165  ;  Ma- 
jority 109.— (Div.  List,  No.  30.) 
Original  Question  again  proposed     . .  . .  . .  . .       285 

Moved,  *'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,154,  be  granted,  &c.,'* — {Mr.  CHlly :) — After 

short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Origfinal  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £17,866,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  tho  year  ending  on  tho  31st  day  of  March 
1887,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Offices  of  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  in  Dublin  and  London,  and  Subordinate  Depart- 
ments" ••  ..  ..  286 

After  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

(i3.)  £819,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests  Office, 

Ireland. 
(13.)  £2,414,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Record  Office,  Ireland.— After  short  debate, 

Vote  agreed  to         . ,  . .  . .  . .  . ,       287 

(14.)  £8,826,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Valuation  and  Boundary  Surtey,  Ireland. 

Hesolutions  to  be  reported. 

Class  III. — Law  and  Justice. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  ''That  a  sum,  not  exceedinp;  £29,041,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March 
1887,  of  Criminal  Prosecutions  and  other  Law  Charges  in  Ireland,  including  certain 
Allowances  under  the  Act  16  and  16  Vic.  c.  83  " 

After  short  debate,  Moved,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to 
sit  again,'* — {Mr.  Con ybeare:)— After  further  debate,  Question  put:— The  Com- 
mittee divided  ;  Ayes  64,  Noes  150  ;  Majority  96.  -(Div.  List,  No.  31.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed      ..  ..  ..  ..311 

Moved,  **That  the  Chairman  do  now  leave  tho  Chair," — {Mr.  John  O^Coi.nor, 
Ttpperary,  S.  :) — Question  put: — The  Committee  divided;  Ayes  60,  Noes  lo4  ; 
Majority  99.— (Div.  List,  No.  32.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed : — Moved,  •*  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,**— (.1/r.  Hunter  ;)— After  short  debate.  Question  put  :  — 
The  Committee  dUided ;  Ayes  66,  Noes  148  :  Majority  92.— (Div.  List,  No.  33.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed      ..  ..  ..  ..       321 
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Moved,  **  That  the  Chairman  do  now  leave  the  Chair/' — {Mr.  Dillwyn  :) — After  short 
debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed      . .  . .  •  •  . .       324 

Movedf  "That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again  :  ** — After 
short  debate,  ^lotion  agreed  to, 

Hesolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow ;  Oommittee  also  report  Progress  ; 
to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

Supply — Report — Resolutions  [lOth  September]  reported     . .  . .     325 

Resolutions  1  to  9,  inclusive,  agreed  to. 

(10.)  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £8,326,  be  granted  to  Hor  Majesty,  to  complete  the 
sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1 887,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the 
Public  Record  Office"  ..  ..  ..  ..      325 

Moved,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £8,226,  bo  granted,  &c.," — {Mr.  Dillon  :) — After 
short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Remaining  Resolutions  agreed  to. 

Submarine  Telegraph  Act  (1886)  Amendment  Bill  [Bill  45]— 

Bill  considered  in  Committee     . .  . .  . .  328 

After  short  time  spent  therein,  Bill  reported,  without  Amendment : — Bill 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Bxpiring  liaws  Continuance  Bill  [Bill  46]— 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read  . .  •  •  . .     329 

Second  Reading  deferred  till  To-morrow.  [3.45.  a.m.] 
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ORDERS    OF    THE    DAY. 

SUPPLY — considered  in  Committee— Civil  Service  Estimates — 

(In  the  Committee.} 
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Class  1 1.— Salaries  axd  Expenses  ok  Civil  Dki'artmknth. 

(i.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **'rhata  aum,  not  exceeding  £17,866,  be 
f^ranted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  »um  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  pjiyment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  March  1H^7,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Offices  of  the  (liief  Secre- 
tary* to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Irt*land  in  Dublin  and  London,  and  Subordinate 
Departments"  ..       .'Mg 

After  debate.  J/ptV,  **That  a  sum.  not  exceeding  XT.-^i^G.  be  granted,  ic.."— 
(if**.  Ttiite .)— After  further  debate,  Mor^d,  *•  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro- 
irreaa,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,"  — (.Vr.  Big^ar  .)— After  further  short  debate. 
Question  put,  and  negutirtd. 

Moffd,  *•  That  a  sum.  net  exceeding  £7,866.  W  granted,  A:c..*'— ( J/r.  TuiU  :)  . ,        i42 

After  debate.  Question  put:— The  Committee  dtrided :  Aves  75.  Noes  178;  Majo- 
rity 103  — (Div.  List.  No.  34.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed  . .  •  •       167 

After  debate.  Mortd,  **  Thtii  a   sum.  not  exceeding   £16.666.    be  granted,    ice.."— 

—  {Mr.  Lmior  ;)— After  further  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave.  tcitkdrmwH. 
Original  Question  again  proposed      ..  ..  ..       4h2 

After  short  debate.  Original  Question  put,  and  ugretd  to 

Resolution  to  bo  reported. 

(1.)  Motion  made,  and  (Question  proposed,  **  That  a  sum.  not  exceeding  £68.688.  W 
granted  to  Her  MajtMity.  to  complete  the  sum  nece#sar>'  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1S87.  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  I>ocal  (tovemroent  Board  in  Ireland, 
including  various  Grants  in  Aid  of  Local  Taxation  **  . .       490 

After  short  debate,  Resolution  to  be  reported   To-morrow;  Committee 
also  report  Progress  ;  to  sit  again  To-morrow, 

Disturbances  at  Belfast  Inquiry  Bill  [Bill  35]^ 

Bill  considered  in  Committee  . .     492 

Alter  short  time  spent  therein,  Bill  reporUi ;  as  amended,  to  be  considered 
To-morrow,  [2.80.] 

COMMONS.  \VKDNE8DAY,  SEPTEMBER  16. 
ORDER    OF    THE    DA  Y. 


SUPPLY— roi»«i</#rrrf  in  Commitloe— Civil  8ervi«  k  Khtimatls— 

In  tho  Committee. 

Claks  II. — Salaried  axi»  Kxpexses  ok  Civil  I)bi*artmext«. 

I  Molinn  mad*',  and  <^i*'»ti«^n  pmprMwd.  "That  a  stim.  not  oxcccdinp:  £68,688,  b# 
granttd  to  II«r  Maj«  ^ty,  to  romphtr  the  Hum  n«»ctii«ary  to  dofray  the  C*harg«  which 
will  comr  in  courw*  of  [Miymont  during  the  ^c^r  endinic  on  the  Slat  day  of  March 
IHH7.  for  thf*  Salaries  and  Kx|»*nie«of  the  I^xal  Oovemment  Board  in  Ireland, 
inclodini;  varioiit  (tmnts  in  Aid  of  Local  Taxation  *'  ..  ..        41*0 

After  d«-Ute.  Mottd,  **That  a  ium.  not  eirwHiinK  £»'»'».r.SH,  bo  granti'd  &c..*'  — (.Vr. 
Jo,id<itH     —  Aft«»r  furth'^r  de>»ate.  i^iieation  put,  and  negattrtd. 

( 'rif^inal  Qaeation  airain  proposed    ..  ,,        '>ii 

M^rtd,  ••  That  H  num.  not  ♦•xcttNlIng  £6.i.ll«s,  \h-  gmntod  4c.,"  -{Mr.  FtHncuMS :  — 
After  fthort  det»ate.  Question  put,  and  utyuttred. 

OrifHnal  (Question  put.  and  a^ired  to. 

(1 }  Motion  made,  and  (Question  proiKxied,  *' Thnt  a  sum.  not  exceedin^^  £18,.>oU,  be 
irrmnti'd  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  th«»  sMm  neo«»s«ary  V*  defray  the  C'har^ 
«hii-h  will  come  in  counM*  of  payment  during  th<*  year  ending  on  the  31st  day 
of  March  l^b7.  for  the  Salaries  and  Ezpenfes  of  the  (>ffic<t  of  Public  Works  in 
Ireland  *'  . .  4>«i5 

After  debate,  i/orei,  **  That  a  sum,  not  excecdin*^  £17.>o9,  be  KTanti<d  kc.'*  —  (Mr, 
Iktm^I  Smtltrmm  '—Question  put  :— The  Committee  dtrided;  .\yes  72,  Noes  15.'>  : 
Majority  ».r— (Dir.  list.  No.  a'». 

C^rifioal  Question  again  propos(>d  • .  . ,.  676 
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Supply — Civil  Service  EstixatE)^  -  Coinaiitt«e  —eontimttd. 

J/or^rf,  "  That  tho  Vote  be  omitted/'— (J/#-.  Ctew<fy;)— After  abort  debate.  Motion, 
by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Orifonal  Question  put,  and  agrted  to. 

ResolutioDH  to  be  reported. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propOMMl,  *'That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,126,  bt* 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  durins^  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1887,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  in  the  Department  of  the  Ilegistrar  General  of 
Births,  &c.,  and  the  Expenses  of  the  Collection  of  Agricultural  and  other  Statistics 
in  Ireland "  .  •  . .  . .  , ,  . .       678 

After  short  debate,  it  being  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  Six  of  the  clock,  the  Chair- 
man left  the  Chair  to  report  Progress. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morroic. 

Committee  also  report  Progress;  to  sit  agaiii  To-morrow.  [5.50.] 


LORD.S,  THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  16. 

Their  Lordships  met; — and  having  gone  through  the  Business  on  the 
Paper  without  debate,  [House  adjourned]  ['^•^•] 
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ORDERS    OF    THE    DAY. 

SUPPLY — considered  in  Committee^CiviL  Service  Estimates — 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  II. — Salabies  and  Expenses  of  Civil  Departments. 

(i.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,126,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1887,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  in  the  Department  of  the  Registrar  General  of 
Births,  &c.,  and  the  Expenses  of  the  Collection  of  Agricultural  and  other  Statistics 
in  Ireland''  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..       604 

Moved,  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,106,  be  granted,  &c.,'' — {Mr.  Arthur 
0^  Connor  .*)— After  short  debate.  Question  put : — The  Committee  divided ;  Ayes  76, 
Noes  136  ;  Majority  60.— (Div.  List,  No.  36.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Class  III. — Law  and  Justice. 

(a.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed.  '*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £29,041,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1887,  of  Criminal  Prosecutions  and  other  Law  Charges  in  Ireland,  including 
certain  Allowances  under  the  Act  16  and  16  Vic.  c.  83  ''  ,.  ..       614 

After  long  debate,  Moved^  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £22,041,  be  granted,  &c.,*' — 
(Mr.  Sheehy :) — After  further  debate.  Moved,  **  That  the  Chairman  do  report 
Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,'*— (6V>/o/t«/  Nolan  :) — After  further  short 
debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Question  again  proposed,  '*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £22,041,  be  granted,  Jcc.,** 
— {Mr.  Sheehy  :) — After  debate.  Question  put :— The  Committee  divided  ;  Ayes  7'), 
Noes  162;  Majority  87.— (Div.  List,  No.  37.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed    •  •  .  •  . .  . .       687 

Moved,  **That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £26,791,  bo  granted,  &c.," — {Mr.  Alexander 

Blane  :) — After  short  debate.  Question  put,  and  negatived. 
Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(3.)  £38,861,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  in  Ireland. 
—  After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to  . .  . .  . .       695 

(4.)  £7,835,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Registry  of  Deeds,  Ireland.— After  short  de- 
bate. Vote  agreed  to  . .  . .  . .  . ,       696 

(5.)  £1,163,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Registry  of  Judgments,  Ireland. 

(6.)  £26,613,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Irish  Land  Commission. — After  »hort  de- 
bate.  Vote  agretd  to  . ,  , .  , .  . .       699 
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Supply — Citil  Sbrvicb  Estimates— Committee — continued. 

(7.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  *'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £54,460 
(including  a  Supplementary  sum  of  £8,763),  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  com- 
plete the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries,  Allowances, 
and  Expenses  of  various  County  Court  Officers,  and  of  Magistrates  in  Ireland,  and 
of  the  Revising  Barristers  of  the  City  of  Dublin  *'  . .  . .       699 

M'Ved,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £53,450  (including  a  Supplementary  sum  of 
£8,763),  be  granted,  &c.," — (Afr.  John  0^ Connor  :) — After  short  debate.  Moved, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,** — {Mr, 
Clancy  ;)— After  further  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  witUdrawn, 

After  further  short  debate.  Question  put :— The  Committee  divided  ;  Ayes  64,  Noes 
188  ;  Majority  134.~(Div.  Dist,  No.  38.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed    . .  . .  . .  . .       721 

After  short  debate.  Moved,  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £63,950  (including  a  Sup- 
plementary sum  of  £8,763),  be  granted,  &c.,"— ( Jfr.  M.  J,  Kenny  :) — After  further 
short  debate.  Question  put :— The  Committee  dinded ;  Ayes  67,  Noes  171;  Ma- 
jority 114.- (Div.  List,  No.  39.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

(8.)  £60,632,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Dublin  Metropolitan  Police. 

(9.)  £70,886,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Prisons,  Ireland.— After  short  debate,  Vote 
agreed  to  ,.  ..  ..  ..       734 

Moved,  "•  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again," — (Mr, 
Jaekeon :) — After  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Class  IV. — Education,  Science,  and  Art. 

(10.)  £1,322,989,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Public  Education. —After  short   debate. 

Vote  agreed  to     ,,  . .  . ,  . .  . .       743 

(11.)  £170,043,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Science  and  Art  Department. — After 
short  debate,  Vote  agreed  to  ,,  . .  . .  . .       751 

(12.)  £77,286,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  British  Museum. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £3,607,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majest}',  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March  1887,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  National  Gallery  '*  . .       760 

After  short  debate,  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

(13  )  £7,400,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Learned  Societies  and  Scientific  Investigation. 
— After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to  .,  . .  . ,       761 

(14.)  £6,162,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  London  University. 

(15.)  £6,0C0,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  University  College,  Wales. 

(16.)  £1,837,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Deep  Sea  Exploring  Expedition  (Report). — 
After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to  , .  . .  . .       762 

Moved,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again,"— (3fr. 
Jackson  ;)— Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow ;  Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow, 

Supply — Report — Resolutions  [16th  September]  reported     , ,  . .     763 

After  short  debate,  Resolutions  agreed  to,  [4.0  a.m.] 
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SUPPLY — considered  in  Committee — Civil  Service  Estimates — 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  III. — Law  and  Justice. 

(I.)  £642,153,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Constabulary,  Ireland. — After  debate, 
Vote  Iff  reed  to        ..  ..  ..  ..       780 
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Supply — Civil  Service  Estimates— Committee— <ro«^i>i«^. 

Class  IV. — Education,  Science,  and  Art. 

(2.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £3,607,  be 

granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 

will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 

1887,  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  National  Gallery  '*        . .  . .       828 

Moved,  "  That  u  sum,  not  exceeding  £3,307,  be  granted,  &c.," — {Sir  Oeorge  Campbell :) 

—After  short  debate.  Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Original  Question  again  proposed    . .  . .  . .  . .       S3o 

After  short  debate.  Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(3.)  £1,161,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  National  Portrait  Gallery. — After  short 

debate.  Vote  agreed  to  . .  . .  . .  . .       837 

(4.)  £184,263,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Public  Education,  Scotland.— After  debate, 

Vote  agreed  to         ..  . .  . .  . .  . .       833 

(5.)  £8,508,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Universities,   kc.  in  Scotland.— After  debate, 

Vote  agreed  to         ,.  . .  . .  . .  . .       866 

(6.)  £500,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  National  Gallery,  «Scc.,  Scotland. 

(7.)  £258,073,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Public  Education,  Ireland. — After  debate, 

Vote  agreed  to         ,.  ..  . .  . .  . .       867 

(8.)  £945,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Teachers'  Pension  Office,  Ireland. 
(9.)  £270,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Endowed  School  Commissioners,  Ireland. 
(fo.)  £701,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  National  Gallery  of  Ireland. 
(if.)  £8,528,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Queen's  Colleges,  Ireland. — After  short  debate, 

Vote  agreed  to         .,  . .  . .  . .  . .       889 

(12.)  £520,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Koyal  Irish  Academy. — After  short  debate, 

Vote  agreed  to        ,.  . .  '  . .  . ,  . .        89 ! 

Class  V. — Foreign  and  Colonial  Services. 

(13.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £62,010,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1887,  for  the  Expenses  of  Her  Majesty*s  Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad  *'  . .       892 

Movedy  '*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £58,010.  be  granted  &c.,''—  {Sir  Oeorge  Campbell  :) 
— After  debate,  Question  put: — The  Committee  divided;  Ayes  54,  Noes  158; 
Majority  104.— (Div.  List,  No.  40.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(14.)  £46,486,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Consular  Services. 

(15.)  £4.160,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Slave  Trade  Services. 

(16.)  £2,005,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Suez  Canal  (British  Directors). 

(17.)  £13,116,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Colonies,  Grants  in  Aid. 

(18.)  £69,637,  to  complete  the  sum  for  South  Africa  and  St.  Helena. — After  short 
debate,  Vote  agreed  to  . .  . .  . .  . .       907 

(19.)  £13,050,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Subsidies  to  Telegraph  Companies 
(20.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,000,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  ^larch 
1887,  as  a  Grant  in  Aid  of  the  Revenue  of  the  Island  of  Cyprus  *'  . .        914 

After  short  debate,  Question  put : — The  Committee  divided ;  Ayes  148,  Noes  47  ;  Ma* 
jority  101.— (Div.  List,  No.  41.) 

Class  VI. — Non- Effective  and  Charitable  Services. 

(ai.)  £123,928,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Superannuation  and  Retired  Allowances. 

(22.)  £4,200,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Merchant  Seamen'.s  Fund  Pensions,  &c. 

(23.)  £485,000,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Pauper  Lunatics.  England. 

(24.)  £2,000,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Pauper  Lunatics.  Scotland. 

(25.)  £800,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Pauper  Lunatics,  Ireland. 

(26.)  £7,658,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Hospitals  and  Infirmaries,  Ireland. 

(27.)  £1,000,  tocomplete  the  sum  for  Savings  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies  Deficiency. 

(28.)  £1,1 1 1,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Miscellaneous  Charitable  and  other  Allowances, 

Great  Britain. 
(29.)  £1,303,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Miscellaneous  Charitable  and  other  Allowances, 

Ireland. 

Class  VII. — Miscellaneous. 

(30.)  £13,:{3i,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Temporary  Commissionsi. 
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Supply— Civil  Service  Estimates— Committee — continued. 

(31.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  **That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,802,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which 
will  come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March 
1887,  for  certain  Miscellaneous  Expenses*'  ..  ..  ..916 

After  short  debate,  Question  put :  -The  Committee  divided ;  Ayes  140,  Noes  48  ;  Ma- 
jority 92.— (Div.  List,  No.  42.) 

Revenue  Departments. 

(32.)  £536,057,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Customs. 
iSS')  £1,057,506,  to  complete  the  sum  for  Inland  Revenue. 
(34.)  £3,118,995,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Post  Office. 

(35-)  ^335,663,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Post  Office  Packet  Service. —After  short 
debate.  Vote  (i^r«;</ ^0  ..  ..  ..  ..       919 

(36.)  £775,510,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the  Post  Office  Telegraphs. 

Class  III. — Law  and  Justice. 

(37)  £1,680,  Supplementary,  for  Revising  Barristers,  England. 
(38.)  £3,930,  for  the  Crofters*  Commission. 

Class  IV. — Education,  Science,  and  Art. 
(39.)  £0,000,  for  the  Royal  University  of  Ireland. 

Class  VII. — Miscellaneous. 

(40.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  '*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £14,786,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  pay- 
ment during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  repayment  to 
the  Civil  Contingencies  Fund  of  certain  Miscellaneous  Advances  "  . .       920 

Moved^  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £14,172,  be  granted,  &c.,'* — {Mr.  Labouchere :) — 
After  short  debate,  Question  put :— The  Committee  divided ;  Aves  48,  Noes  126; 
Majority  78.— (Div.  List,  No.  43.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Hesolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

Supply — Repoet— Resolutions  [16th  September]  reported    . .  . ,     926 

Resolutions  1  to  5,  inclusive,  agreed  to. 

Resolution  6  read  a  first  and  second  time: — Movedy  '^Tbat  this  House 
doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  said  Resolution  : " — After  short 
debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  7  and  8  agreed  to. 

Resolution  9  read  a  first  and  second  time  : — Moved,  *'  That  this  House 
doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  said  Resolution  :  '' — After  short 
debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Remaining  Resolutions  agreed  to. 

Ways  and  Means — 

Congidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Jtewlvrd,  That,  towards  making  good  the  Supply  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the 
service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  the  sum  of  £20,089,689 
be  granted  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To' morrow.  [3.0.1 

COMMONS,  SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  18. 

Q  U  E  STION, 


PooB  Law  (England  and  Wales)  —  Aged  Couples  in  Workhouses  — 
Question,  Mr.  Charles  W.  Gray ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  (Mr.  Ritchie)  .  •  . .  . .     928 
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MOTION. 


0 

Obders  of  the  Day — 

Ordered,  That,  on  Monday  next,  the  Order  of  the  3rd  day  of  September,  giving  pre- 
cedence to  all  stages  of  the  Appropriation  Bill,  be  suspended,—- (if r.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer ») 

OBDERS    OF    THE    DA  Y. 

Supply — Eeport — Eesolutions  [17th  September]  reported    . ,  . .     929 

Besolutions  1  to  12,  inclusive,  agreed  to, 

(13.)  ''  lliat  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £62,010,  be  granted  to  Eer  Majesty,  to  complete 
the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  ivill  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Expenses  of  Her 
Majesty's  Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad." 

Egypt  (Finance,  &c.) — The  5  per  Cent  Deduction  from  the  Coupons 
—  Repayment  by   England  —  Observations,    Sir   George  Campbell ; 
Reply,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill)       929 
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the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course  of  payment 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  Post  Office  Services,  the  Expenses  of  Post  Office  Savings  Banks, 
and  Government  Annuities  and  Insurance?,  and  the  Collection  of  the  Post  Office 
Revenue"  ..  ..  ..  ..  934 
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Post  Office— Success   of  the   Sixpenny  Telegram   System — Observa- 
tions, Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre  . .  . .  . .     935 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Remaining  Resolutions  agreed  to. 

Ways  and  Means — Resolution  [September  17  J  reported,  and  agreed  to, 

MOTION, 


Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill— 

Moved,  **  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  apply  a  sum  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund  to  the  service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-sevon,  and  to  appropriate  the  Supplies  granted  in  this 
Session  of  Parliament,"— (if r.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  ..  ^  ^      93,3 

Post  Office— Success  of  the  Sixpenny  Telegram  System— Observa- 
tions, Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre;  Reply,  The  Postmaster  General  (Mr. 
Raikes)  . .  . .     935 
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Gilhooly ;  Reply,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .     947 

Motion  agreed  to  : — Bill  ordered  {Mr,  Courtney,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  ths  Exche- 
quer, Mr,  Jackson)  \  presented^  and  read  the  first  time.  {  1.30.] 
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MOTIONS. 


Business  of  the  House  (Wednesday  Sittings) — 

Ordered,  That  the  Standing  Orders  of  the  House  relating  to  Wednesday  Sittings  be 
suspended  To-morrow,— {Jfr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

Orders  of  the  Day — 

Ordered^  That  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  resuming  the  Adjourned  Debate  on  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Tenants  Relief  (Ireland)  Bill  have  precedence  next  after  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill, — {Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 


ORDERS    OF    THE     DAY. 


Oonsolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill— 

Order  for  Committee  read  : — Moved,  **  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair"  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..   1129 

Land  Law — Transfer  of  Land — Legislation — Question,  Observations, 
Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre :  Beply,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Excliequer  (Lord 
Randolph  Churchill)  ..  ..  ..  ..1129 

Parliamentary  Elections — Polling  Places  in  Counties— Observation, 
Mr.  Waddy ;  Reply,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Matthews)  . .  . .    1130 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to  : — ^Bill  considered  in  Committee  . .    1131 

After  short  time  spent  therein,  Bill  reported,  without  Amendment ;  to  be 
read  the  third  time  To-morrow. 

Tenants    Relief   (Ireland)    Bill    [Bill    47]— Adjourned    Debate— 
[Second  Night] — 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Amendment  proposed 
to  Question  [20th  September:] — **That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time  :  " — Question  again  proposed,  **  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left 
out  stand  part  of  the  Question :  " — Debate  resumed         . .  . .   1 132 

After  long  debate,  Question  put: — The  House  divided ;  Ayes  202,  Noes 
297  ;  Majority  95. 

Division  List,  Ayes  and  Noes  . .  . .  . .    1247 

Words  added  : — Main  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That,  in  tho  opiaion  of  this  House,  it  is  iacxpedieat,  at  the  present  time,  to 
make  any  further  alteration  in  the  Irish  Land  Laws. 

[2.15.] 

LORDS,  WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  22. 
Their  Lordships  met  at  Two  o'clock. 

House  adjourned  during  pleasure  : — House  resumed. 
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Consolidated  Fond  (Appropriation)  Bill— 

Kead  2»  (according  to  order)  ;  Committee  negatived :  Then  Standing  Order  No.  XXXV. 
considered  (according  to  order),  and  dispensed  with  :  Bill  read  3*,  and  passed. 
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LORDS,   SATURDAY,   SEPTEMBER  25. 

PROROGATION  OF  THE  PARLIAMENT— 

The  Royal  Assent  was  given  to  several  Bills;  and  afterwards  Her 
M^uesty's  Most  Gracious  Speech  was  delivered  to  both  Houses  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor  (pursuant  to  Her  Majesty's  Commdnd.) 

Then  a  Commission  for  proroguing  the  Parliament  was  read. 

After  which, 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  said— 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

By  virtue  of  Her  Majesty's  Commission,  under  the  Great  Seal,  to  us  and  other  Lords 
directed,  and  now  read,  we  do,  in  Her  Majesty's  Name,  and  in  obedience  to  Her  Com- 
mands, prorogue  this  Parliament  to  Thursday  the  Eleventh  day  of  November  next, 
to  be  then  here  holden ;   and  this  Parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to  Thursday 
the  Eleventh  day  of  November  next. 

COMMON?:?,  SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  25. 
Q  UE8TI0N8. 
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Westsbk  Australia  (Law  and  Justice) — Appointment  of  Tuird  Judge — 
Question,  Mr.  Deasj ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  (Mr.  Ritchie)  •.  ..  ••  ..1353 
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QUESTIONS. 


.   lOM   Sept0mhfr,  1886.  FKANCE-THE  CUSTOMS  LAW- 

EXACTIONS  at  the  POkT  OF  ROUEN. 

Mr.  king    Hull,  Contral)  asked  the 

MIKUTESl-ScrrtT— «w««*Ar«*  I*  C»«f«ii7r/#  Under  Secr«»tary  of  State  for  Foreign 

—  CiTiL  SiETtct  Eatimatu  ;  Clam  II-  —  Affairs,   Whether  the   attention   of  the 

8AL%aiE4  Axu  Exri^.f  or  Cint  DtrAET-  Oovernmont  ha^  he*>n  called  to  the  man- 

MncTii  VolM  U  to  W  ^^^  *"  which  the  rrench  Customs  Law 

.     .  /     ,^,    .     ,     ^,         ,  .  \%  enforced  at  the  port  of  Kouen  airaiiitt 

^          ^             ^               „       „,.  Knirli«h  TefseN.  whereby  the  captaina 

Prwjc    BiLM  -  Ord^rM  -  F.r.i  R^J.^   -  ^^  ^^^^^^  ^,^  ^^^.^^  ^^^  <»bli|^ed  tO  em- 

Bspiriaff  Uwi  CooUnomac* •  [4«] ;  TwianU  pj^,^  ^j^^  j.^^j  i,roker<i  cm  frifolous  pre- 

Reiki  clffvUad)*  "47].  tence*.  and   to  pay  feen   amounting  in 

«fM^  iUadimf  —  Submarine  TeUgraph    Act  one  case  to  two  per  cent,  of  the  entire 

'I»S6;  AaMBdm«nt  •  [45]/  freifrht ;    whether,    in   the  case   of  the 

C^mmiiut  "  Disturbsncys   st  IWlfaft   loqainr  British  ship,  lioyMl  M$nifrei,  the  Custom 

[]S}— R.r.  House  authoritiea  insisted  on  the  em- 

ir»tUtmfmSm^ytn'  LUbtlitr  •  [2].  ployment  of  a  broker  simply  to  translate 
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Post  Office 


{COMMONS} 


(Ireland).  ' 


the  statement  of  one  seaman,  from  whom 
a  statement  was  demanded,  quite  un- 
necessarily, as  all  the  ship's  documents 
were  in  the  hands  of  the  authorities,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  owners  had  to 
pay  a  brokerage  fee  of  538  francs  50 
centimes ;  whether  French,  Bussian, 
Dutch,  Portuguese,  and  other  vessels 
are  exempted  from  this  exaction  by  the 
authorities  ;  whether  English  vessels  are 
entitled,  under  existing  Treaties,  to  be 
placed  on  the  same  footing  as  French 
and  other  vessels  in  this  respect ;  and, 
whether  steps  will  be  taken  in  the  case 
of  the  Hoi/al  Minstrel  to  vindicate  the 
rights  of  British  shipowners  against  such 
exactions  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.) :  The  case  referred  to  by 
the  hon.  Member  is  correctly  stated,  and 
no  doubt  involves  great  hardship,  al- 
though it  does  not  appear  that  anything 
has  been  done  contrary  to  either  law  or 
treaty.  The  ships  of  other  nations  are 
equally  liable  to  such  exactions,  but 
often  escape  because  the  shipbrokers  are 
unable  to  act  as  interpreters  of  their 
several  languages.  The  question  of  ship- 
brokerage  in  France  has  formed  the  sub- 
ject of  frequent  representations  to  the 
French  Government,  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  find  a  full  statement  upon  the 
subject  in  a  Parliamentary  Paper,  Com- 
mercial, No.  35  (1884),  page  10.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  watch  for  a 
suitable  opportunity  to  make  a  further 
attempt  to  procure  some  amendment  of 
the  law.  A  recent  decision  of  the  French 
Minister  of  Commerce  will,  I  hope, 
lessen  somewhat  the  difficulties  and  ex- 
penses of  British  shipowners ;  and  I  will 
communicate  it,  with  explanations  on 
the  points  adverted  to  by  the  hon. 
Member,  to  the  owners  of  the  Royal 
Minstrel. 

POST  OFFICE   (IRELAND)— THE  POST- 
MASTER AT  KILDYSART, 
CO.  CLARE. 

Me.  JOEDAN  (Clare,  W.)  asked  the 
Postmaster  General,  Whether  Mr.  Ma- 
loney,  postmaster,  Kildysart,  county 
Glare,  receives  but  £10  per  annum  for 
postal  work,  and  whether  out  of  that 
amount  he  is  compelled  to  pay  £5  yearly 
to  a  letter  carrier;  whether,  as  postmaster, 
he  attends  from  7  o'clock  a.m.  till  7  p.m. 
daily  for  net  £5  per  annum,  or  S^i.  per 
day,  and  without  an  hour's  leave  during 

Mr.JDinf 


the  year ;  whether  Ealdysart  is  a  postal 
centre  of  such  importance  as  to  warrant 
an  increase  of  Melon ey's  salary,  and  the 
payment  of  the  letter-carrier  by  the  Post 
Office  authorities;  whether  Maloney's 
remuneration  as  telegraphist  at  Kildy- 
sart  is  but  68.  per  week,  while  in  many 
cases  apprentices  for  less  responsible 
work  receive  double  that  sum,  and  for 
little  more  work  telegraphists  receive 
from  20».  to  80*.  per  week;  whether 
1,000  words  on  a  daily  average  are 
transmitted  from  Kildysart ;  whether 
his  work  in  this  department  is  made 
more  onerous  by  the  use  of  a  bad  in- 
strument ;  whether  the  Government  will 
consider  this  case  with  a  view  to  re- 
dress it;  and,  whether  a  similar  state 
of  things  does  largely  obtain  in  said 
county  ? 

The  POSTMASTEE  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikes)  (Cambridge  University)  :  I 
think  I  ought  to  inform  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber that  all  sub-postmasters  throughout 
the  United  Kingdom  are  paid  upon 
one  principle,  which  may  be  described, 
shortly,  as  a  system  of  payment  by  re- 
sults. It  is  the  practice  to  appoint  as 
sub-postmasters  persons  having  private 
business,  and  to  give  them  a  small  re- 
taining fee,  and,  in  addition,  commission 
for  various  branches  of  work.  The  pay- 
ment, therefore,  adjusts  itself  to  the 
work ;  and  if  there  is  but  little  pay  it 
is  evident  there  is  but  little  work.  The 
principle  appears  to  me  a  sound  one.  If 
there  is  anything  peculiar  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Maloney,  his  proper  course  is  to 
make  his  application  to  me  through  the 
prescribed  channel,  when  the  case  would 
be  investigated.  I  may  add  that  Mr. 
Maloney  is  a  grocer,  ana  is  not  required 
to  give  his  whole  time  to  the  Public  Ser- 
vice, and  that  the  total  amount  paid  to 
him  in  1885,  under  the  principle  men- 
tioned, was  about  £28.  An  allowance 
of  £9  2s.  6d.  is  given  to  him  for  the  pur- 
pose of  engaging  a  messenger,  who  is 
occupied  but  a  short  time  daily.  I  have 
called  upon  him  to  explain  why  he  only 
gives  £5  of  the  allowance  to  this  mes- 
senger. The  telegraph  instrument — an 
"  A.  B.  0."— is  fully  adequate  for  the 
telegraph  requirements  of  the  office, 
and  the  average  number  of  words  tele- 
graphed daily  is  much  below  1,000. 

Mr.  JORDAN :  Is  the  £9  2s.  ed.  al- 
lowed for  the  messenger  in  addition  to 
£10? 

Mb.  RAIKES :  Certainly. 


Intermediate 


FISHERIES    (IRELAND)  —  THE    WEST 

AND  NORTH  WEST  COAST— LOANS 

TO  FISHERMEN. 

Mb.  OLANOY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether  the  present 
system  of  making  loans  to  fishermen  in 
that  country  has  operated  to  exclude 
from  its  benefits  very  many  of  those 
most  in  need  of  loans ;  whether  a  relaxa- 
tion in  the  rules  regulating  the  making 
of  loans  to  fishermen  was  effected  by  an 
Order  of  the  Lords  Justices  in  Council 
in  January  last,  so  as  to  enable  loans 
for  boats  and  gear  to  be  made  on  the 
security  alone  of  the  borrowers  and  the 
boats ;  whether  this  new  rule  was  made 
without  restriction  to  particular  locali- 
ties ;  whether  it  has  since  been  acted  on 
as  referring  only  to  the  West  and  North 
West  Coasts  of  Ireland ;  and,  if  so, 
why,  and  by  virtue  of  what  authority  ; 
and,  whether  the  Government  will  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  enabling  all  fisher- 
men in  Ireland  to  obtain  loans  on  the 
conditions  said  to  be  exacted  now  in  the 
cases  of  those  on  the  West  and  North 
West  Coasts  ? 

Thb  chief  secretary  (Sir 
Michael  Kicks-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.) : 
I  understand  that  in  the  case  of  small 
loans  the  difficulty  suggested  is  not  ex- 
perienced. The  relaxation  of  the  rules 
sanctioned  in  January  last  permitting 
large  loans  for  boats,  on  the  security  of 
the  vessels,  was  recommended  by  the 
Inspector  of  Fisheries  and  agreed  to  by 
the  Covemment  in  the  hope  of  aiding  in 
the  development  of  fisheries  by  the 
supply  of  large  boats,  particularly  on 
the  West  and  North- West  Coasts,  where 
the  fishermen  most  need  assistance.  The 
rale  was  not  expressly  limited  to  those 
parts  of  the  Coast,  though  it  was  in- 
tended mainly  to  apply  to  them.  The 
Lord  Lieutenant's  consent  is  required  in 
the  case  of  every  loan  above  £500.  I 
am  in  expectation  of  hearing  further  on 
this  subject  from  the  Inspectors  of 
Fisheries ;  but  I  think  I  may  say  that  I 
shall  be  prepared  to  advise  his  Excel- 
lency to  entertain  the  applications  in 
deserving  cases  arising  in  other  parts  of 
the  country  than  those  mentioned.  It 
is  evident,  however,  that  the  experiment 
of  dispensing  with  security  other  than 
that  of  the  vessels  themselves  may  be 
attended  with  risk  of  loss  to  the  loan 


{September  10,  1886}        Education  {Ireland),        6f 

fund;  and  it  must,  therefore,  be  on  a 
strictly  limited  scale,  at  all  events  at 
first. 


INTERMEDIATE      EDUCATION       (IRE- 
LAND)—THE  ASSISTANT  COM- 
MISSIONERS. 

Mb.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether  the  com- 
bined salaries  paid  to  the  two  Assistant 
Commissioners  of  Intermediate  Educa- 
tion in  Ireland  amounted  in  1884  to 
seven  per  cent  of  the  entire  expenditure 
of  the  Board,  to  nearly  one-fourth  of  all 
the  results  fees  to  boys  and  girls  in 
Ireland,  to  once  and  a- half  as  much  as 
the  results  fees  given  to  girls*  schools  in 
all  Ireland,  to  all  the  results  fees  given 
in  respect  of  boys  and  girls  in  Munster, 
to  six  times  the  amount  of  the  results 
fees  given  to  all  the  schools  in  Con- 
naught  ;  whether  the  Assistant  Com- 
missioners who  were  appointed  to  act  as 
secretaries  and  inspectors  have  even 
acted  in  the  latter  capacity,  and  have 
had  their  secretarial  work  mainly  done 
by  the  chief  and  under  clerks ;  and,  if 
all  this  be  the  case,  the  Government  will 
take  advantage  of  the  present  vacancy 
in  the  office  of  Assistant  Commissioner 
to  effect  a  reduction  in  the  administra- 
tion expenses  of  the  Board  of  Interme- 
diate Education,  and  thus  increase  the 
small  fund  available  for  prizes  to  pupils 
and  fees  to  schools  ? 

Thb  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
Michael  Hjcks-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.), 
The  hon.  Gentleman  will  excuse  me  if  I 
do  not  go  into  the  calculations  he  has 
made.  They  may  be  correct,  but  if 
they  are  correct  I  do  not  know  that  his 
premisses  would  be  established.  I  may 
state,  however,  that  in  the  year  he 
mentions  (1884)  the  Commissioners  had 
at  their  disposal  for  payment  as  rewards 
and  results  fees  £5,000  more  than  was 
earned  by  students.  With  regard  to 
the  distribution  of  the  business  of  the 
Department,  I  am  informed  that  the  se- 
cretarial duties  have  been  performed  by 
the  Assistant  Commissioners  exclusively ; 
but  that  no  occasion  has  as  yet  arisen 
for  their  employment  as  Inspectors.  I 
have  already  intimated  that  the  question 
of  the  salary  to  be  attached  to  the  office 
of  Assistant  Commissioner  will  be  con- 
sidered before  the  existing  vacancy  is 
filled. 

B  2 


Inland  Navigation 


{  COMMONS }        and  Drainage  (Ireland). 


POST   OFFICE   (IRELAND) -BELFAST- 
TELEGRAPH  CLERKS. 

Mb.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.,  and 
Sligo,  S.)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whe- 
ther the  Telegraph  Clerks  in  Belfast 
are  obliged  to  work  without  pay  on  cer- 
tain Sundays;  whether  they  are  paid 
for  overtime  at  the  same  rate  only  as 
for  ordinary  duty;  and,  what  is  the 
length  of  their  annual  holiday,  and 
whether  any  representations  have  been 
made  that  it  is  not  sufficient  for  the  pre- 
servation of  health  ? 

The  POSTM ASTEK  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikbs)  (Cambridge  University)  :  In 
reply  to  the  hon.  Member,  I  have  to 
.  state  that  the  telegraphists  at  Belfast 
are  not  obliged  to  work  without  pay  on 
any  Sunday.  The  scale  of  wages  was 
fixed  in  1881  to  cover  an  average  of  two 
hours'  work  on  Sundays.  All  work  in 
excess  of  such  average  of  two  hours  is 
specially  paid  for  as  overtime.  Payment 
for  overtime  is  at  the  same  rate  as  for 
ordinary  duty  for  the  first  three  hours 
on  a  single  occasion ;  but  25  per  cent  is 
added  for  overtime  in  excess  of  that 
period.  The  length  of  annual  holiday 
allowed  to  the  telegraphists  at  Belfast 
varies  from  a  fortnight  to  three  weeks, 
according  to  their  position  and  duties, 
as  at  other  Provincial  offices.  It  is  not 
at  all  unusual  for  persons  who  wish  for 
a  little  loDger  holiday  to  make  repre- 
sentations of  the  character  of  those  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  alludes,  and 
such  a  one  has  been  received  from  Bel- 
fast. I  am  considering  the  subject,  and 
at  the  proper  time  shall  announce  the 
decision. 

Mr.  sexton  :  May  I  ask  if  the  re- 
gulations in  force  in  Belfast  are  different 
from  those  in  other  towns  ? 

Mr.  EAIKES  :  I  understand  they  are 
the  same. 

THE  TRUCK  ACTS-INFRINGEMENT  IN 

SCOTLAND. 

Mr.  BEADLAUGH  (Northampton) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  Whether  he  has 
obtained  any  further  information  as  to 
the  infringement  of  the  Truck  Acts  in 
▼arioos  parts  of  Scotland ;  and,  whether 
it  is  true  that  there  are  technical  diffi- 
oolties  in  enforcing  those  Acts  in  Scot- 
land; and,  if  yes,  whether  he  will, 
daring  the  recess,  consider  the  advisa- 


bility of  introducing  a  Bill,  next  Sessioii, 
enacting  that  all  prosecutions  under  the 
Truck  Acts  may  be  brought  in  the 
Sheriffs'  Court  by  the  Procurators  Fiscal, 
whose  expenses  may  be  entered  and  re- 
payable as  in  other  prosecutions  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.)  :  In 
answer  to  the  hon.  Member,  I  regret  to 
say  that  I  have  no  further  information 
on  this  subject  as  yet  from  Scotland.  I 
have  consulted  the  Lord  Advocate  as  to 
the  latter  part  of  the  Question,  and  he 
tells  me  that  he  is  not  aware  of  any 
technical  difficulties  in  the  way  of  en- 
forcing the  Truck  Acts  in  Scotland,  and 
he  does  not  advise  any  further  legisla- 
tion on  the  subject.  I  may  add  that  I 
am  still  prosecuting  inquiries  into  the 
matter. 

Mr.  BRADLAUQH  :  I  wish  to  ask 
the  Lord  Advocate  whether  he  is  aware 
that  these  difficulties  were  expressly 
stated  by  the  Truck  Commissioners,  and 
have  never  been  altered  since  ? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  H. 
A.  Macdonald)  (Eklinburgh  and  St. 
Andrew's  Universities) :  I  am  aware 
that  certain  difficulties  were  stated  by 
the  Commissioners ;  but  inquiries  I  have 
made  as  to  the  present  state  of  the 
matter  do  not  appear  to  indicate  that 
there  is  any  substantial  difficulty  now. 

INLAND  NAVIGATION  AND  DRAINAGE 

(IRELAND) -DRAINAGE  OF 

LOUGH  ERNE. 

Mr.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  If  he  has  yet  obtained  the 
necessary  information,  or  if  the  terms 
of  reference  have  yet  been  settled,  or,  if 
not,  when  it  is  probable  that  they  will 
be,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  state  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government,  as  to  re- 
ferring the  matter  of  the  drainage  of 
Lough    Erne  with  its  tributaries,  and 
the  Ulster  and  Ballinamore  Cauals,  to 
the  proposed  Commission  on  the  de- 
velopment of   Irish  resources,   having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  the  interests  of  a 
large  district  of  the  north  west  of  Ire- 
land, including  the  counties  of  Cavan, 
Monaghan,   Fermanagh,   Lei  trim,   and 
Donegal,  are  affected  thereby  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.): 
This  Question,  as  addressed  to  me,  has 
only  appeared  on  the  Paper  to-day ;  and, 
therefore,  I  have  not  been  able  to  make 
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myself  acquaiDted  with  the  precise  posi- 
tion of  the  question  of  the  drainage  of 
liough  Erne.  But  I  may  say  generally 
that  the  duty  of  the  proposed  Commis- 
sion will  be  to  inquire  what  requires  to 
be  done  to  complete  the  arterial  drainage 
of  Ireland,  and  how  that  work  should 
be  carried  out.  If  the  drainage  of  Lough 
£me  and  its  tributaries  is  not  completed, 
or  if  arrangements  for  its  completion 
have  not  been  already  entered  into,  it 
would  fall  within  the  scope  of  the  Com- 
mission. 

INDIA— THE  GOVERNOR  OF  MADRAS. 

Mb.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.)  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
Whether  the  Governor  of  Madras  visited 
the  Viceroy  at  the  end  of  last  year  at  the 
public  cost;  whether  he  travelled  by 
special  train,  with  a  large  following; 
whether  he  could  have  travelled  by  ordi- 
nary train  at  one -fifth  of  the  sum  the 
Indian  Press  reports  has  been  charged 
in  the  public  accounts ;  whether  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  that  the  route 
should  have  been  round  by  Bombay, 
Oodeypore,  and  Jejrpore,  and  not  by  the 
direct  and  inexpensive  route  by  sea, 
awaiting  the  Viceroy's  then  impending 
return  to  Calcutta ;  and,  whether  there 
is  any  truth  in  this  newspaper  report  ? 

Thb     under     secretary    of 

STATE  (Sir  John  Gokst)  (Chatham) : 

The  Governor  of  Madras  did  visit  the 

Viceroy  of  India  at  Simla  at  the  end  of 

1885.     The  Secretary  of  State  has  no 

official    information    as    to    his    route, 

method  of  conveyance,  or  the  persons 

by  whom  he  was  accompanied,  nor  can 

he  say  for  what  reason  he  visited  the 

Viceroy  at  Simla  rather  than  Calcutta. 

As  to  Uie  cost  of  the  journey,  the  Civil 

Travelling  Allowance  Code,  Section  35, 

lays  down  that — 

"  The  travelling  expenses  of  the  Governor  of 
Madras  and  Bombay  and  of  their  households 
are  paid  out  of  the  contract  allowance  for  house- 
hold charges  ; " 

and  the  Secretary  of  State  has  no  reason  to 
sappose  that  this  rule  was  departed  from. 

FISfiEBT  PIERS  AND  HARBOURS  (IRE- 

LAND)— BUNDORAN  PIER,  CO. 

DONIlGAL. 

Ms.  BEBNABD  KELLY  fDonegal, 
8.)  ad:ed  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
If  it  be  a  fact  that  a  pier  has  been  lately 
erected  at  Bandoran,  oounty  Donegal, 
bj  tbe  Board  of  Works,  at  a  cost  of 


about  £4,000 ;  if  it  is  so  short  that  it 
does  not  meet  with  the  absolute  neces* 
si  ties  of  the  place,  and  that  a  small 
steamer  which  had  been  put  on  for  the 
conveyance  of  passengers  and  fish  from 
Killybegs  to  Bundoran,  which  is  the 
nearest  railway  station,  had  to  be  given 
up  in  consequence  of  not  being  able  to 
come  alongside  and  discharge  either 
passengers  or  fish;  if  the  fisheries  of 
Donegal  Bay  have  lately  been  largely 
developed,  and  large  quantities  of  fish 
sent  therefrom  to  the  English  markets, 
but  that  the  trade  is  overweighted  by 
the  expense  attendant  on  sending  the 
fish  a  very  long  distance  by  road  before 
it  reaches  a  railway  station,  whilst  a 
near  one  exists  at  Bundoran,  if  only  the 
harbour  were  made  convenient  for  land- 
ing at ;  and,  if  the  Commissioners  of 
Fisheries  would  approve  of  the  exten- 
sion of  the  pier  and  improvement  of  the 
harbour,  so  as  to  effect  the  object  so 
much  desired;  and,  if  so,  would  he 
authorize  the  Board  of  Works  to  make 
the  improvements  so  necessary,  and  thus 
help  the  fishing  industry  of  a  poor  dis- 
trict of  country  ? 

The  SECEETAEY  to  the  TEEA- 
SUEY  (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.)  said, 
he  would  ask  the  hon.  Member  to  post- 
pone this  Question  till  Tuesday.  He 
had  made  inquiry,  and  he  understood  a 
letter  had  been  forwarded  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  Fisheries ;  but  as  yet  no 
reply  had  been  received. 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  IRISH  LIGHTS- 
DONEGAL  HARBOUR. 
Mb.  BEENAED  KELLY(Donegal,8.) 
asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
If  the  entrance  to  Donegal  is  rendered 
dangerous  by  the  existence  of  what  is 
called  the  '^  Blind  Eock,''  in  the  channel 
leading  to  that  town,  on  which  formerly  a 
beacon  tower  was  erected,  but  knocked 
down  some  years  ago,  and  has  never 
been  rebuilt ;  if,  in  its  present  state,  the 
navigation  of  this  narrow  channel  up  to 
Donegal  is  rendered  very  difficult  and 
unsafe,  and  is  a  great  drawback,  not 
only  to  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
town,  but  also  to  the  fishing  industry  of 
the  bay ;  and,  if  the  lighthouse  tower  at 
Fannad  Point,  Lough  SwiUy,  is  about 
to  be  taken  down  by  the  Commissioners 
of  Irish  Lights,  and  if  he  could  induce 
that  Board  to  have  it  moved  to  and 
erected  on  the  ''  Blind  Eock  "  in  Done- 
gal Bay,  so  that  the  interests  of  that 
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town  and  the  fishing  industry,  which 
has  lately  been  considerably  developed, 
mifirbt  be  assisted  ? 

The  SECEETARY  to  the  BOARD 
(Baron  Henky  De  Worms)  (Liverpool, 
East  Toxteth) :  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  entrance  to  Donegal  Harbour  is,  as 
stated  by  the  hon.  Member,  rendered 
dangerous  to  navigation  by  the  existence 
of  the  Blind  Rock.  The  Rock  at  present 
has  no  beacon ;  but  it  was  formerly 
marked  by  an  iron  pole  erected  and 
maintained  by  those  locally  interested. 
With  regard  to  the  last  part  of  the  hon. 
Member's  Question,  the  Board  of  Trade 
are  not  in  a  position  to  make  any  defi- 
nite statement  respecting  the  old  Fannad 
Point  Lighthouse ;  but  I  must  point  out 
that  the  expense  of  marking  dangers 
which  affect  only  the  local  trade  of  a 
port  should  be  provided  for  by  the 
locality.  The  Board  of  Trade,  as  cus- 
todians of  the  Mercantile  Marine  Fund, 
which  is  contributed  by  the  general 
passing  trade  (and  towards  which  fish- 
ing boats  do  not  pay)  are  unable  to 
recommend  the  Irish  Lights  Commis- 
sioners, who  are  the  general  lighting 
authority  for  Ireland,  to  mark  such 
dangers  at  the  expense  of  that  Fund. 

PORTUGAL-MADEIRA— MR.  MAXWELL 
WRIGHT,   A  BRITISH  SUBJECT. 

Sir  WHITTAKER  ELLIS  (Surrey, 
Kingston)  asked  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  If  he  is  aware 
that  Mr.  Maxwell  Wright,  a  British 
subject,  is  now  waiting  his  trial  on  a 
question  of  offence  against  religion  at 
Santa  Cruz  ;  that  he  has  applied  unsuc- 
cessfully to  the  Authorities  at  Lisbon  to 
allow  the  trial  to  take  place  at  Funchal ; 
and,  whether  the  Foreign  Office  will  take 
steps  to  insure  him  a  fair  hearing  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  Ferousson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.) :  This  question  has  been 
before  the  Foreign  Office  for  some  time 
past.  Her  Majesty's  Consul  in  Madeira 
is  under  instructions  to  watch  carefully 
the  prooeediugs  in  the  case,  and  to  afford 
Mr.  Wright  all  the  assistance  he  pro- 

£erly  can.  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at 
isbon  has,  moreover,  been  instructed 
to  request  the  friendly  intervention  of 
the  Portuguese  Government  in  order  to 
procure  a  change  of  venue  to  Funchal, 
if  the  case  should  be  one  for  trial  by 
jury;  and  the  matter  will  not  be  lost 
tight  of. 

Mr,  Bernard  KeUy 


THE    NEW  FOREST— SALES   OF 

LAND. 

Sir  WHITTAKER  ELMS  (Surrey, 
Kingston)  asked  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  Whether  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's 
Woods  and  Forests  to  sell  or  otherwise 
dispose  of  the  parcels  of  lands  acquired 
by  the  Woods  and  Forests  in  the  New 
Forest  at  Lyndhurst  in  Hampshire  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.):  It 
is  a  little  difficult  to  understand  the  pre- 
cise  object  of  this  Question.  If  it  means 
whether  any  decision  has  been  taken  to 
dispose  of  particular  lands  in  the  New 
Forest  I  answer  that  no  such  decision 
has  been  come  to.  But,  as  the  hon. 
Member  will  know,  the  Commissioners 
of  Woods  are  constantly  leasing  or 
otherwise  dealing  with  the  lands  under 
their  care. 

VACCINATION  CERTIFICATES— PUBLIC 
VACCINATORS   (IRELAND). 

Dk.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  asked 
the  President  of  the  Local  Goyemment 
Board,  Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  certifi- 
cates of  proficiency  in  vaccination  can 
only  be  issued  in  Great  Britain,  by  pub- 
lic yaccinators  appointed  by  the  Local 
Government  Board ;  what  is  the  number 
and  distribution  of  these  public  vaccina- 
tors; and,  whether  any  are  appointed 
in  and  for  Ireland  ? 

The    president    (Mr.    Ritchie) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's)  :    The 
certi6cates  of  proficiency  in  vaccination 
required  as  part  of  the  qualifications  for 
the  appointment  of  public  vaccinator  in 
England  can  only  be  obtained  at  certain 
educational  vaccination  stations,  which 
are  subject  to  the  inspection  of  the  Local 
Government    Board.       Twenty    public 
vaccinators  in  Great  Britain  have  been 
authorized    to  grant    such  certificates; 
the  stations  being  at  London,  Birming- 
ham, Bristol,  Exeter,  Leeds,  Liverpool, 
Manchester,  Newcastle,  Sheffield,  Edin- 
burgh, and  Glasgow.    The  Board  have 
in  the  present  year  been  applied  to  to  au- 
thorize the  grant  of  suen  certificates  at 
Dublin,  and  have  expressed  their  will- 
ingness to  do  so  upon  certain  arrange- 
ments being  made  in  order  to  assimilate 
the  practice  with  regard  to  the  issue  of 
certificates  throughout  the  United  King- 
dom.    Steps  are  now  being  taken  fSr 
this  purpose. 
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Db.  TANNEE  {Cork  Co.,  Mid) 
Asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  Whether  it  is  a 
fact  that  Daniel  Allen,  of  Ballinaboj, 
Ballinliasaig,  who  waa  impriBoaed  as  a 
suspect  in  the  year  1882,  got  hie  right 
collar  hone  broken  on  the  23rd  April 
188ji,  in  consequence  of  a  door  opening 
between  the  new  and  old  yards  being 
blown  in  upon  him  when  passing; 
whether  the  accidont  was  occasioned 
by  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  officials; 
whether  the  door  fastenings  were  suffi- 
cient on  or  before  the  date  of  the  acci- 
dent in  question  ;  whether  another  pri- 
soner, Denis  Lane,  of  Killumney,  did, 
on  a  prior  date,  receive,  in  a  similar 
manner,  a  violent  blow  from  the  same 
door  ;  whether  he  called  the  official's  at- 
tention then  and  there  to  the  want  of  a 
stay  upon  the  door ;  whether  a  stay  was 
attached  to  the  back  of  the  door  about 
a  week  subsequent  to  Allen's  accident ; 
whether  Daniel  Allen  received  proper 
medical  attention  while  suffering  from 
the  fracture;  whether  he  was  discharged 
from  prison  with  the  fractured  bone 
entirely  ununited,  and  with  a  useless 
right  arm ;  whether  it  is  a  fact  that  he 
is  still  unable  to  use  his  right  arm  and 
work  as  he  was  accustomed  to  do  for  his 
own  and  his  family's  (six  in  number) 
support ;  and,  whether  the  Home  Se- 
cretary will  have  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  inquired  into,  and  will  recom- 
mend his  case  to  the  benevolent  atten- 
tion of  Her  Majesty's  Oovernment  ? 

Thk  chief  secretary  foe 
IRELAND  (Sir  Miohabl  Hicks- Beach) 
(Bristol,  W.)  (who  replied)  said,  he  had 
examined  the  Mediotu  and  Official  Re- 
ports made  at  the  time.  The  occurrence 
eeemed  to  have  been  a  pure  accident. 
On  the  part  of  the  officials,  nothing  was 
known  of  the  circumstances  alluded  to  in 
the  Qnestiou.  After  the  accident  Lane 
received  proper  relief,  and  was  dis- 
olurged  shortly  afterwards.  FoBsibty 
the  bone  was  not  completely  united  at 
the  time.  He  did  not  see  how  he  could 
'  noommend  the  case  to  the  benevolent 
attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
mant. 

Da.  TANN£B  aaked,  whether,  oon- 
ndering  the  Bufferinga  of  this  poor  man, 
aad  the  fiut  that  he  was  unable  to  earn 
U*  liTdihood,  the  right  hon.  Qende- 


[No  reply.] 

POST    0FF1CR-RATE8    OF    POSTAGE 

BETWEEN  ENGLAND  AND  THE 
COLONIES. 

Mh.  HENNIKEE  HEATON  (Can- 
terbury) asked  the  Postmaster  Genera), 
Whether  he  intends  to  take  any  steps 
with  reference  to  the  anomalies  and  the 
high  charges  for  postsge  between  Eng- 
land and  the  various  Colonies  of  the 
British  Empire  ? 

Thk  postmaster  GENEEAL 
(Mr,  Eaikes)  (Cambridge  University); 
The  completion  of  the  Postal  Union  by 
the  adhesion  of  the  few  Britiah  Colo- 
nies still  outside  it  offers  the  most 
practical  means  of  removing  Bnomalies 
and  reducing  charges.  Su^ih  a  step 
depends  more  upon  the  Colonial  com* 
munities  than  the  Imperial  Post  Office  ; 
but  the  hon.  Member  may  rest  assured 
that  all  possible  encouragement  and 
assistance  will  be  given  towards  the 
entry  of  the  remaining  Colonies  into  the 
Union,  and  the  consequent  assimilation 
of  rates  of  postage.  I  can  assure  my 
hon.  Friend  that  I  take  a  great  in- 
terest in  this  question,  and  that  I  am 
in  continual  communication  with  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  with 
the  view  of  fully  ascertaining  the  opinion 
of  the  Colonies  on  this  subject. 

Mb.  HENNIKER  HEATON  asked, 
whether  the  right  hon. Gentleman  would 
agree  to  grant  au  inquiry  as  to  the 
feasibility  of  cheapening  postage  with 
our  Colonies ;  also,  whether  he  would 
give  as  assurance  that  no  contract  would 
be  entered  into  which  would  preclude 
the  introduction  of  an  Imperial  penny 
postage?  The  reason  he  aaked  this  was 
that  he  was  informed  a  new  contract 
was  about  to  be  signed. 

Mr.  RAIKES  eaid,  he  should  require 
notice  of  that  Question. 

LABOURERS  (IRELAND)  ACTS- 
NEWCASTLE  GUARDIANS -SCHEME 

AT  ABBEYFEALE. 
Mb.  WILLIAM  ABRAHAM  (Lime- 
rick.  W.)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  WheUter 
his  attention  haa  been  called  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  labourers  in  the  district 
of  Abbeyfeate,  union  of  Newcastle ; 
whether  the  sanitaiy  authority  of  the 
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said  union  prepared  a  scheme  for  two 
hundred  labourers'  cottafi^es,  and  for- 
warded a  petition  to  the  Local  Oovern- 
ment  Board  to  inquire  into  the  scheme 
on  the  15th  of  April  last;  whether  an 
inquiry  was  held  in  June,  and  a  letter 
forwarded  from  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  July,  stating  that  instructions 
for  the  preparation  of  a  Provisional 
Order  had  been  issued ;  if  he  will  state 
the  reason  why  this  Order  is  delayed ; 
and,  whether  he  will  urge  the  respon- 
sible officials  to  proceed  with  the  neces- 
sary steps  to  complete  the  scheme  with 
some  degree  of  expedition? 

Thb  chief  SECEETAEY  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks  Beach)  (Bristol,  W.) : 
It  is  true  that  a  scheme  for  the  erection 
of  a  large  number  of  labourers'  cot- 
tages was  submitted  by  the  Newcastle 
Guardians  in  April  last,  and  that  some 
delay  has  occurred  in  carrying  it  out ; 
but  this  is  attributable  partly  to  the 
extent  of  the  scheme,  but  mainly  to  the 
omission  of  necessary  documents  and 
other  irregularities  on  the  part  of  the 
Guardians.  However,  a  draft  order  will 
be  sent  to  the  Guardians  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  before  their  next 
meeting. 

ADMIRALTY -MR.  C.J.  COX,  PRINCIPAL 

CLERK. 

Sir  RICHAED  TEMPLE  (Worcester, 
Evesham)  asked  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  Whether  Mr.  C.  J.  Cox, 
Principal  Clerk  in  the  Admiralty,  has 
been  retired ;  from  what  date ;  and,  on 
what  terms  as  regards  pension  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  FoRwooD)  (Lancashire, 
Ormskirk) :  In  reply  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Worcester  I  have  to  say  that  it  has 
been  arranged  for  Mr.  Cox  to  retire,  and 
that  negotiations  are  pending  with  the 
Treasury  to  determine  the  terms  of  pen- 
sion, pending  the  settlement  of  which 
the  date  of  retirement  has  not  been 
fixed ;  but  I  will  urge  the  matter  forward 
to  a  conclusion. 

ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY— EX- 
CONSTABLE  EDWARD  M'ENTER. 

SibTHOMAS  ESMONDE(DublinCo., 
S.)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  If  Ex-Constable 
Edward  M*Enter,  of  Newry,  will  be 
allowed  his  full  retiring  pension  of  £41 
a^ear,  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that 
during  his  twenty  years'  service  in  the 

Mr.  William  Abraham  {L%m$r%ck^  W.) 


Eoyal  Irish  Constabulary  he  was  onlj 
fined  five  times,  and  paid  Uie  full  penalfcj 
each  time  ? 

The  chief  SECEETAEY  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.), 
in  reply,  said,  the  constable  Darned 
retired  six  and  a-half  years  ago.  The 
man's  pension  was  fixed  below  the  maxi- 
mum on  account  of  previous  miscon- 
duct. He  had  been  punished  six  times 
for  various  offences.  The  last  oocasioa 
occurred  only  a  few  months  before*  his 
retirement,  and  on  that  occasion  he  was 
not  only  punished,  but  warned  of  his  dis- 
missal. He  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beaoh) 
thought  that,  on  the  whole,  he  had  been 
leniently  dealt  with. 

FISHERY  PIERS  AND  HARBOURS  (IRE- 
LAKD)— PIER  AT  ENNISCRORIE,  CO. 
SLIGO. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.,  and 
Sligo,  S.)  asked  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  What  was  the  date  appointed 
by  contract  for  the  completion  of  the 
pier  at  Enniscrorie,  county  Sligo ;  whe- 
ther complaints  have  been  made  by  the 
fishermen  of  the  district  as  to  loss  and 
suffering  caused  to  them  by  the  delay ; 
and,  what  steps  will  be  taken  to  seoore 
the  prompt  completion  of  the  work  ? 

The  SECEETAEY  to  the  TEEA- 
SUEY  (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.),  in 
reply,  said,  the  contract  for  the  comple- 
tion of  this  pier  was  dated  October  last. 
He  was  not  aware  that  any  former  com- 
plaints had  been  made  up  to  date.  He 
was  informed  that  the  delay  had  beea 
caused  by  the  bad  weather.  The  con- 
tract would  be  completed  as  quickly  as 
possible.  He  had  caused  a  letter  to  be 
written  calling  special  attention  to  the 
matter. 

Mb.  sexton  :  Does  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man mean  the  House  i^  understand  that 
there  has  been  bad  weather  all  the  time 
since  last  October ;  and  will  the  (}oTern- 
ment  take  steps  to  exact  from  the  con- 
tractor the  penalties  for  default  in  this 
matter  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  said,  the  question  of 
exacting  of  penalties  was  a  question 
which  would  have  to  be  considered  if  it 
was  thought  necessary  to  do  so.  He  * 
supposed  these  penalties  would  be  ex- 
acted if  the  default  was  due  to  causes 
over  which  the  contractor  had  complete 
control ;  but  he  had  been  told  that  the 
delay  had  been  due  to  the  prevalenoe  of 
diffleolties  over  which  he  had  not  ooa- 
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trol.  He  would  make  further  inquiry 
into  the  matter. 

Mr.  p.  Mcdonald  (siigo,  n.): 

May  I  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  can 
say  when  the  work  is  likely  to  be  com- 
pleted? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  have  no  informa- 
tion as  to  that.  It  does  not  appear  in 
the  Question. 

LAW  AND  POLICE  (IRELAND)— ACTION 
OF  THE  POLICE  AT  BALLYRUSH, 
CO.  SLIQO. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.,  and 
Sligo,  S.)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whe- 
ther, at  twelve  o'clock  on  the  night  of 
the  29th  of  June  last,  District  Inspector 
Smith,  of  Biverstown,  county  Sligo,  ac- 
companied by  Acting  Sergeant  Glennon 
and  a  constable,  demanded  admission  to 
tho  house  of  Mr.  Willis,  Ballyrush,  and, 
having  entered  the  house,  proceeded  to 
search  it;  whether  District  Inspector 
Smith  unlocked,  by  means  of  a  key 
which  he  had  brought  with  him,  a  box, 
the  property  of  the  Ballyrush  Branch  of 
the  Irish  National  League,  and  examined 
the  papers  contained  in  it ;  and,  what 
were  the  reasons  and  authority  for  this 
proceeding  ? 

Thb  chief  SECRETAEY  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.), 
in  reply,  said,  he  was  afraid  he  could  not 
answer  the  Question,  as  he  had  not  had 
time  to  receive  the  necessary  information. 

Mr.  SEXTON  said,  he  would  repeat 
the  Question  on  Monday. 

TRADE  AND  COMMERCE  —  FOREIGN 
LABOUR  IN  THE  TOWER  HAMLETS 
—THE  CENSUS. 

Captain  COLOMB  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Bow,  &c.)  asked  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Trade,  Whether  his  attention 
has  been  drawn  to  an  alleged  accumula- 
tion of  Foreign  labour  in  the  Tower 
Hamlets ;  whether  it  is  in  contempla- 
tion to  include  in  statistics  relating  to 
labour  any  information  as  to  the  nature 
and  extent  of  Foreign  competition  in 
the  labour  market  of  the  United  King- 
dom ;  and,  whether  any  record  is  kept 
of  the  immigration  of  Foreigners  from 
European  Countries  into  the  United 
Kingdom? 

Ths  SEOBETAEY  to  thb  BOARD 
(Baron  HsnT  Ds  Wokms)  (Liverpool, 


East  Toxteth) :  The  Board  of  Trade 
have  observed  the  statements  in  the 
public  Press  as  to  an  alleged  accumula- 
tion of  foreign  labour  in  the  Tower 
Hamlets.  It  will  be  the  duty  of  the 
officers  engaged  in  the  collection  of 
labour  statistics,  when  the  Department 
is  fully  organized,  to  give  their  attention 
to  such  matters,  and  publish  statistics 
and  other  information  regarding  them. 
It  is  intended  that  the  Labour  Corre- 
spondent, who  will  enter  on  his  duties  next 
month,  should  give  special  attention  to 
subjects  of  this  class.  There  is  no  record 
of  the  immigration  of  foreigners  into 
the  United  Kingdom ;  but  substantially 
the  information  desired  is  given  in  the 
Census,  which  contains  a  record  of  the 
foreign  population  resident  in  the 
United  Kingdom. 

AFRICA  (SOUTH)-ANNEXATION  OF 

NATIVE    TERRITORY  —  THE    PONDOS 

AND  XESIBES. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &c.)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  Whether  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  made  a  fresh  annexa- 
tion of  native  territory  in  South  Africa 
to  the  Cape  Colony,  and  on  what  ground ; 
and,  whether  it  is  the  policy  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  make  over  to  the 
Cape  Government  (without  representa- 
tion) Fondos  and  Xesibes  near  the  coast, 
while  tracts  in  the  interior  not  accessible 
from  the  sea  are  held  by  the  British  Go- 
vernment ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
E.  Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire,  Homcastle) : 
Yes,  Sir;  it  is  true  that  the  Xesibe 
country  has  been  annexed.  During 
this  year  the  relations  between  the 
Xesibes  and  the  Fondos  being  very 
strained,  it  was  represented  to  Lord 
Granville  by  the  Cape  Ministry,  the 
Cape  Farliament,  the  Acting  Governor, 
and  by  Sir  Hercules  Robinson  that  the 
formal  annexation  of  the  country  to  the 
Cape  Colony  was  expedient,  and  would 
promote  the  chances  of  a  peaceful 
settlement  of  existing  difficulties.  Lord 
Granville  adopted  that  advice,  and  re- 
commended Her  Majesty  to  effect  an 
annexation  which  was  highly  acceptable 
to  the  Xesibes.  To  the  second  Question 
my  answer  is  that  the  subject  of  re- 
presentation in  the  Transkei  districts 
has  been  recently  under  consideration; 
but  no  action  has  yet  been  taken. 
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EGYPT— INTERNAL  ADMINISTRATION 
—THE  PAPERS. 

Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy,  &c.)  asked  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs, Whether  ho  is 
yet  prepared  to  lay  upon  the  Table  any 
Papers  throwing  light  on  the  internal 
administration  of  Egypt  in  1885  and 
1886,  and  especially  showing  whether 
any  real  hondfide  attempt  is  being  made 
to  put  in  practice  the  autonomous  in- 
stitutions recommended  by  Lord  Dufferin 
and  decreed  by  the  Khedive  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E.) :  Papers  are  on  the  point 
of  being  distributed  showing  the  pro- 
gress in  the  internal  administration  of 
Egypt  up  to  a  recent  date. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  Will 
the  hon.  Gentleman  say  when  imme- 
diately means? 

Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON :  I  made 
inquiry  to-day,  and  I  am  told  that 
Papers  may  be  expected  in  the  course 
c%\  next  D^eek 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo.  E.)  asked, 
whether  the  Papers  would  include  any 
information  as  to  the  administration  of 
the  Daira  Loan  ? 

Sir  JAMES  FERGUSSON  said,  he 
could  not  say  at  that  moment  that  that 
would  be  included;  but  he  would  in- 
form the  hon.  Member  on  Monday. 

WALES— THE  AGITATION  AGAINST 

TITHE. 

Mr.  J.  G.  HUBBARD  (London) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  Whether  it  has  come 
to  his  notice  that  the  agitation  against 
tithe  in  Wales,  instigated  by  the  Libe- 
ration Society,  is  conducted  by  bodies  of 
men  bound  in  writing  to  resist  the  pay- 
ment of  the  tithe,  which  is  a  legal 
liability  under  their  several  tenures ; 
and,  whether  combinations  organized  to 
resist  the  discharge  of  legal  obligations 
and  obstruct  the  recovery  of  just  claims 
are  conspiracies,  subjecting  those  en- 
gaged in  them  to  the  penalties  statutably 
provided  for  such  ofifences  ? 

Mb.  BORLASE  (Cornwall,  St.  Aus- 
tell) :  Arising  out  of  this  Question,  I 
beg  to  ask  the  rieht  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  a  supplemental  one,  of  which, 
on  seeing  this  Notice  on  the  Paper,  I 
have  given  him  private  Notice,  Whether, 
taking  into  consideration  the  wide  diver- 


sity of  opinion  as  to  the  origin  and 
nature  of  tithe,  the  liability  which,  under 
certain  conditions,  exists  or  may  not 
exist  to  the  payment  of  it,  the  oontinnous 
depression  in  agriculture,  and  the  strong 
feeh'ng  which  is  rife  in  regard  to  this 
species  of  burden.  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment will  take  into  consideration  the 
advisability  of  appointing  a  Royal  Com- 
mission to  inquire  into  the  whole 
subject  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  £.) :  I  have 
no  knowledge  of  the  facts  referred  to 
in  my  right  hon.  Friend's  Question — 
namely,  that  in  Wales  men  are  bound 
in  writing  to  resist  the  payment  of  tithes. 
The  latter  part  of  the  Question  is  a 
question  of  law,  on  which  the  Law  Offi- 
cers of  the  Crown,  and  not  myself,  oonld 
properly  give  an  opinion ;  but  I  appre- 
hend that  where  organized  efiEbrts  are 
actually  made  to  resist  or  obstract  the 
process  of  law,  that  would  amount  to  a 
conspiracy  punishable  at  Common  Law. 
In  reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Mid  Division  of  Cornwall  (Mr.  Borlase) 
I  have  to  say  that,  in  the  opinion  of  Her 
Majesty's  G-overnment,  sufficient  reasons 
do  not  exist  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Royal  Commission  to  inquire  into  the 
question  of  tithe. 

INDIA— THE  AFGHAN  FRONTIER— 
THE  RAILWAY  TO  QUETTA. 

Sir  henry  TYLER  (Great  Yar- 
mouth)  asked  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  Whether  the  Railway  to 
Quetta  is  now  open  for  traffic ;  and, 
what  is  the  condition  of  the  Railway  in 
the  direction  of  Candahar  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  John  Gorst)  (Chatham) : 
The  Railway  through  the  Bolan  Pass 
reached  Quetta  on  the  26th  of  July  last. 
That  by  the  Harnai  route  is  still  under 
construction.  Preliminary  surveys  have 
been  made  beyond  Quetta  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Candahar. 

LAW  AND   JUSTICE-  CODIFICATION 
OF  THE  CRIMINAL  LAW. 

Mb.  HOWELL  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.) 
asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
If  the  Oovemment  will,  during  the  re- 
cess,  consider  the  advisability  of  intro- 
ducing a  Bill  to  consolidate  and  codify 
the  Cnminal  Law  ? 

Thb  OHANCELLOB  of  ths  EXOHB- 
QUEB   (Lord  Bahdolph   Chubchhi.} 
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(Paddington,  8.):  The  subject  is  un- 
doubtedly one  of  first-class  importance, 
and  I  earnestly  hope  it  may  bo  in  the 
power  of  the  Government  to  deal  with 
it  before  any  great  lapse  of  time. 

IiAW  AND  JUSTICE  — THE  REVISED 
STATUTES— ISSUE  OF  A  NEW  AND 
CHEAP  EDITION. 

Mb.  HOWELL (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.) 
asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
If  the  Government  will,  during  the  re- 
cess, consider  the  advisability  of  issuing 
in  a  cheap  octavo  form  a  new  edition  of 
the  Kevised  Statutes,  with  index  and 
tables  up  to  date,  with  the  view  of  bring- 
ing the  Statute  Law  of  England  within 
the  means  and  reach  of  a  larger  class 
of  readers  ? 

Thb  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolph  Chubohill) 
(Paddington,  S.),  in  reply,  said,  the 
Oovemment  would  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  carrying  out  the  proposal  re- 
ferred to,  provided  always  that  the  new 
edition  could  be  issued  without  loss  to 
the  Treasury. 

THE    FRANCHISE   ACTS,    1885-EXTllA 

REMUNERATION  TO  POOR  LAW 

OFFICIALS. 

Mb.  O'HANLON  (Cavan,  E.)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  pass  a  similar  grant  to 
that  given  by  the  late  Government  for 
the  purpose  of  remunerating  Clerks  of 
Unions  and  Poor  Rate  Collectors  for 
their  services  in  completing  the  Parlia- 
mentary List  of  Voters  in  Ireland  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.), 
in  reply,  said,  he  conld  only  repeat  the 
answer  which  he  had  previously  given. 

ARMY— CHARGES  AGAINST  THE   ORD- 
NANCE DEPARTMENT. 

Sib  henry  TYLER  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  Whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  a  further  letter  from  Colonel 
Hope^  published  in  The  Times  newspaper, 
aad  to  a  communication  circulated  to 
Members  by  Captain  Armit;  and,  whether 
lie  now  considers  that,  for  the  protection 
of  the  branches  of  tbe  War  Department 
alleged  to-  be  implicated  in  the  matters 
referred  to  in  these  communications,  as 


well  as  in  the  interest  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, and  for  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Country  generally,  it  is  expedient  to 
appoint  a  Royal  Commission  with  full 
power  to  take  evidence,  to  award  pro- 
tection to  witnesses,  and  to  report  on  all 
such  matters  so  referred  to  as  may  be 
laid  before  them  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster) : 
I  have  already  explained  to  the  House 
that  I  have  invited  from  Colonel  Hope 
and  from  any  other  person  a  statement 
of  facts,  and  have  undertaken  myself  to 
consider,  and  also  to  take  the  opinion  of 
the  Law  Officers,  whether  such  state- 
ment w:ould  justify  proceedings  before 
any  Court.  Every  document  I  have 
received  has  been  submitted  to  the  Law 
Officers;  and  they  advise  that  none  of 
the  documents  contain  any  allegations 
which  would  justify  me  in  taking  any 
legal  proceedings,  civil  or  criminal,  or 
would,  in  their  opinion,  warrant  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Royal  Commission  with 
the  powers  suggested  in  the  Question. 

Sir  henry  TYLER  said,  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  answer  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  he  would  move  at  an 
early  date — 

*'That  it  is  expedient  to  appoint  a  Koyal 
Commission  with  full  powers  to  examine  wit- 
nesses and  report  on  all  matters  that  may  he 
referred  to  them  in  connection  with  the  charges 
so  constantly  and  persistently  hrought  against 
certain  hranches  of  the  War  Department." 

EMPLOYERS'  LIABILITY  ACT-AMEND- 
MENT OF  ACT. 

Mr.  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan)  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, Whether  the  Government  in- 
tend to  introduce  a  Bill  early  next  Ses- 
sion to  amend  the  Employers'  Liability 
Act? 

The  SEOEETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  :  Yes,  Sir ;  I  hope  the  Qro- 
vemment  will  be  able  in  the  course  of 
next  Session  to  introduce  a  Bill  amend- 
ing the  Employers'  Liability  Act. 

FISHERY  PIERS  AND  HARBOURS 
(IRELAND)-OAPPAGH  PIER,  KILRUSH. 

Mb.  JOEDAN  (Clare,  W.)  asked  the 
Ohief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Lreland,  If  the  Kilrush  Town  Com- 
missioners are  now  an  urban  sanitary 
authority ;  if,  as  such,  they  should  have 
charge  of  the  Cappagh  Pier,  Kilrush ; 
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if  the  Board  of  Trade  has  been  commu- 
nicated with  repeatedly  on  the  matter ; 
if,  up  to  the  present,  no  satisfactory  reply 
or  information  has  been  received ;  and, 
if  the  Department  will  be  instructed  at 
once  to  perfect  the  arrangements  by 
which  the  pier  will  be  handed  over  to 
the  Kilrush  Commissioners  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.), 
in  reply,  said,  he  must  ask  the  hon. 
Member  to  postpone  the  Question,  as  he 
had  not  been  able  to  obtain  the  neces- 
sary information. 

Mr.  JORDAN  said,  he  would  post- 
pone it  till  Monday. 

ROYAL  COURTS  OF  JUSTICE -THE  BAR 
LIBRARY -ELECTRIC  LIGHTING. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  asked  the  First  Commissioner  of 
Works,  What  is  the  cause  of  the  delay 
in  carrying  out  the  long  promised  exten- 
sion of  the  electric  light  to  the  Bar 
Library  at  the  Law  Courts ;  and,  whe- 
ther he  will  undertake  to  complete  the 
arrangements  before  the  close  of  the 
Long  Vacation  ? 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  (Mr. 
Plunket)  (Dublin  University)  :  It  was 
impossible  to  begin  the  work  of  extending 
the  electric  lighting  to  the  Bar  Library 
at  the  Royal  Courts  of  Justice  while  the 
Courts  were  sitting.  The  necessary  ar- 
rangements are  now  being  made,  and 
will,  I  am  assured,  be  completed  before 
the  close  of  the  Long  Vacation. 

POST  OFFICE -MEDICAL  STAFF, 
GENERAL   POST    OFFICE— DR.   FIELD. 

Mb.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  asked  the  Postmaster  General, 
In  what  capacity  and  by  what  authority 
a  Dr.  Field,  whose  name  does  not  ap- 
pear among  the  Medical  Staff,  was  em- 
ployed at  the  General  Post  Ofl&ce  in  July 
last  in  the  examination  of  officers  who 
had  previously  forwarded  from  their 
own  medical  men  certificates  of  unfitness 
for  duty ;  how  long  Dr.  Field  was  em- 
ployed ;  how  much  he  was  paid ;  and, 
who  paid  him  ? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikes)  (Cambridge  University) :  Dr. 
Field  was  employed  for  five  weeks  nnder 
the  authority  of  my  Predecessor,  and 
paid  at  the  rate  of  £3  d«.  a-week,  out  of 
the  sum  of  £100  proyided  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  substitates  in  the  absence 
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of  the  medical  officer  on  annual  leave. 
The  amount  will  be  seen  at  page  76  of 
the  Estimates.  His  duty  was  to  per- 
form all  the  duties  attaching  to  the  officer 
whose  duty  he  was  taking. 

SUPPLY-POST    OFFICE   ESTIMATES- 
CLERKS  IN  THE  SAVINGS  BANK 
DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  asked  the  Postmaster  General, 
If  he  will  be  good  enough  to  explain 
the  following  discrepancy :  in  the  Post 
Office  Estimates  200  clerks  of  the  Third 
Class  in  the  Savings  Bank  Department 
are  charged  for,  whereas  it  appears  from 
the  Post  Office  Directory  that  there  are 
only  1 07  clerks  of  that  class  ? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Rajkes)  (Cambridge  University) :  The 
explanation  is  that  Clause  4  of  the  Order 
in  Council  of  1876  lays  down  that  no 
vacancies  in  the  third  class  of  the  branch 
referred  to  should  be  filled  up  except 
by  the  appointment  of  Lower  Division 
Clerks ;  and  a  note  appears  in  the  Post 
Office  Establishment  Book  to  the  effect 
that  clerks  borne  on  the  Lower  Division 
Class  in  excess  of  the  authorized  num- 
ber count  against  vacancies  in  the  third 
class.  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  avail  my- 
self of  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber to  adjust  the  numbers  of  the  respec- 
tive classes,  and  will  confer  with  the 
Treasury  on  the  subject  before  the  next 
Estimates  are  prepared. 

PRISONS  ACT— SITE  OF  CLERKBN- 
WELL  PRISONS. 

Captain  PENTON  (Finsbury,  Cen- 
tral) asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  Whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  place  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Clerkenwelf  Yestry  the 
site  of  the  Clerkenwell  Prisons  for 
building  purposes,  at  a  reasonable  rate, 
as  at  present  the  ground  is  unremunera- 
tive,  and  adds  to  the  burdens  of  the  rate- 
payers ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.^  :  The 
Qovemment  are  prepared  to  sell  to  the 
Clerkenwell  Vestry  the  site  o{  the 
Clerkenwell  Prisons  for  building  pur- 
poses at  the  fair  value  of  the  site.  The 
Government  are,  in  effect,  trustees  of 
the  site  for  the  Justices  of  the  County, 
and  would  not  be  justified  in  selling  the 
site  below  its  value. 


STr.  E.  ROBERTSON  (Dundee) 
asked  the  Sofretary  of  State  for  War, 
Whether  fif  ho  adhpros  to  hie  deter- 
uiinatiun  not  to  propose  a.  CummiaEion 
of  Inqiiiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Ord- 
nance Department  on  the  evidence  now 
heford  liioi;  he  will  take  the  opinion 
uf  tlio  Law  Olficora  as  to  whether  any 
ol'  the  published  charges  against  the 
]>[>artnicnt  and  its  officers  aro  libel?, 
and  punishable  as  such;  and,  whether, 
if  the  Law  Officors  answer  this  ques- 
tiiin  ill  the  a  IT!  n  native,  he  will  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  instituting  a  pro- 
secution ? 

The  SECHETA.HY  or  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster) : 
i[aving  regard  to  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  documents  have  been 
communicated  to  me,  I  consider  that  it 
would  not  bo  proper  for  mo  to  eipreas 
any  opinion  whether  the  allegations  are 
or  are  not  libellous;  or  to  instigate  any 
prosecution  in  respect  of  them.  I  am 
informed  that  one  action  for  libel  is 
already  pending ;  and  should  any  libel- 
lous matter  be  published  any  persons 
(ijncemoJ  can  pursue  the  ordinary  re- 
medies. 

Mr.  E.  ROBERTSON :  My  QuestioE 
n-fers,  not  to  the  documents  which  have 
bcon  confidentially  communicated  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  to  the  pub' 
liiihed  charges  which  have  appeared  in 
many  newspapers  affecting  the  Ordnanca 
Department. 

Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  am  advised 
that  they  do  not  constitute  matter  on 
wliich  it  would  be  possible  for  ' 

take  any  proceedings. 

Mr.  E.  ROBERTSON :  Has  the  right 
hon.  Oentleman  been  advised  that  the 
public  charges  against  the  officers  of  the 
Ordnance  Department,  and  not  naming 
individaala,  cannot  be  the  subject  of  ft 
CTuniiiai  actiou? 

Mm.  W.  H.  SMITH:  I  ^n 
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case  of  the  Barbavilla  prisoners  since 
the  trials : — 

"On  a  morninff  immediately  after ^ young 
M'Eeon  was  brougnt  from  Clonmel  to  witness's 
depdt,  business  brought  me  at  an  early  hour 
from  another  part  of  the  city  towards  the  dep6t. 
I  came  up  to  old  M'Eeon  and  Head  Constable 
Lynch,  who  were  standing  about  ten  or  fifteen 
yards  from  the  depdt.  We  spoke  to  each  other, 
and  the  conversation  turned  on  the  Barbavilla 
case.  Lynch  said  Pat  (meaning  M'Keon,  then 
present)  'was  trying  to  help  him  with  it.  He 
then  said  he  had  M'Keon's  son  there,  but  could 
get  nothing  out  of  him.  Old  M'Keon  then 
said,  *  When  I  have  a  talk  with  him  it  will  be 
all  right,'  or,  *  Let  me  have  a  talk  with  him  and 
it  will  be  all  right.*  T  asked  Lynch  if  he  meant 
to  do  so,  when  he  clearly  gave  me  to  understand 
that  he  did.  In  fact,  old  M'Keon  said  he  had 
come  up  from  CastlepoUard  expressly  for  the 
purpose  with  him  (Lynch).  In  a  very  few 
minutes  after  this  I  saw  both  father  and  son 
together  in  a  room  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
building. 

"Maurice  Fitzgerald, Sergeant." 

Whether,  at  the  trials,  Judge  Lawson 
made  use  of  the  following  observa- 
tion : — 

" '  To  insinuate,'  said  he,  *  that  the  M*Keons 
had  interviews  while  in  the  hands  of  the  police, 
is  to  insinuate  that  the  very  sources  of  justice 
are  polluted,  and  he  scouted  the  insinuation  as 
an  impossibility ;  "* 

whether  Constable  Fitzgerald  is  at  pre- 
sent in  the  Constabulary  force,  and  bears 
a  most  exemplary  character ;  and,  whe- 
ther, having  regard  to  the  above  facts, 
he  will  cause  a  sworn  inquiry  into  the 
means  by  which  the  convictions  were 
obtained  ? 

The  ATTOENEY  GENEEAT.  for 
lEELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) (who  replied)  said,  he  had  been 
asked  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  to  answer  this 
Question,  as  it  was  on  a  subject  with 
which  he  had  been  already  acquainted. 
He  had  to  say  that,  although  he  had 
most  carefully  read  all  the  Papers  con- 
nected with  this  matter  last  year,  yet, 
considering  the  nature  of  the  subject, 
he  would  not  like  to  answer  the  Question 
without  having  had  an  opportunity  of 
refreshing  his  memory  by  going  over 
the  Papers  again.  If  the  hon.  Member 
put  down  the  Question  for  Tuesday,  most 
likely  he  would  be  able  to  answer  it  then. 

Mb.  TUITE  said,  the  Votes  for  the 
salaries  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
and  the  Lord  Lieutenant  would  then  be 
disposed  of,  and  he  might  not  have 
an  opportunity  of  impugning  their  ac- 
tion. 

Mr.  Tuite 


AGRICULTURAL     LABOURERS    (SOOT- 
LAND)— APPOINTMENT  OF  A 
COMMISSION. 

Dr.  CLAEK  (Caithness)  asked  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland,  If  in  view  of  the 
probabihty  of  future  legislation  regard- 
ing the  tenure  of  land  and  the  condition 
of  agriculture,  he  will  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee or  Commission  to  inquire  into  the 
condition  of  the  farm  servants  or  ag^- 
cultural  labourers  of  Scotland,  as  to 
their  system  of  service,  hours  of  labour, 
the  extent  to  which  the  bothy  system 
is  still  carried  on,  and  the  moral  and 
physical  results  of  that  system  ? 

The  SEOEETAEY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Manchester,  E.): 
So  far  as  I  am  aware,  there  is  no  imme- 
diate prospect  of  any  legislation  of  the 
character  indicated  by  the  Question  of 
the  hon.  Member ;  and,  looking  to  the 
very  able  and  exhaustive  Eeports  of  the 
last  Eoyal  Commission  on  agricultural 
employment,  I  see  no  reason  to  institute 
any  further  inquiries,  which  could  not, 
in  my  opinion,  be  confined  to  Scotland. 
The  fourth  Eeport  of  the  Commission, 
published  in  1870,  deals  exclusively 
with  Scotland,  and  refers  especially  to 
the  bothy  system. 

PUBLIC  BUSINESS— COMMITTEE  OP 
SUPPLY— INCORRECT  ENTRY  IN 

VOTES. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.,  and  Sligo, 
S.) :  I  wish  to  put  a  Question  to  you. 
Sir,  before  you  leave  the  Chair.  Last 
night,  in  Committee  of  Supply,  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Mid  Cork  (Dp. 
Tanner)  moved  to  report  Prog^ss,  but 
afterwards  asked  leave  to  withdraw  the 
Motion.  The  Motion,  thereupon,  was 
withdrawn  ;  but  in  the  Votes  printed  to- 
day I  find  that  it  is  stated  that  the 
Motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  SPEAKEE  :  I  have  no  oogniz- 
ance  of  what  takes  place  in  Committee 
of  Supply.  I  am  only  cognizant  of 
those  matters  which  take  place  when 
I  am  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  fiEXTON:  All  I  wish  to  ask 
you.  Sir,  is  whether,  if  my  representa- 
tion of  the  vote  is  correct,  it  will  not  be 
proper  to  correct  the  entry  in  the  Votes? 

Mr.  SPEAKEE :  The  hon.  Member 
had  better  make  a  representation  to  the 
Chairman  of  Committees.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  if  any  mistake  has  been  com- 
mitted, it  wiU.  at  once  be  rectified. 
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ORDERS   OF  THE  DAY. 


SUPPLY— CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 

Supply — considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee. ) 

Cl4ss  II. — Salaries  and  Expenses  of 
Civil  Departments. 

[Mr.  Courtney  in  the  Chair.] 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.,  and  Sligo, 
S.)  :  I  beg  to  move,  Mr.  Courtney,  that 
the  entry  in  the  Votes  in  reference  to 
the  Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell)  last 
night  to  report  Progress  be  amended 
by  stating  that  the  Motion  was  with- 
drawn and  not  negatived. 

Thb  CHAIEMAN:  My  recollection 
does  not  coincide  with  that  of  the  hon. 
Member.  The  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Cork  moved  to  report  Progress ;  I  put 
the  Question  from  the  Chair,  and  it  was 
negatived. 

(1.)  £3,707,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Friendly  Societies  Registry. 

(2.)  £10, 111,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Land  Commissioners  for  England. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.):  The 
Report  of  the  Land  Commissioners 
shows  that  the  Commissioners  have  very 
little  work  to  do.  Last  year  they  ap- 
pear only  to  have  had  four  applications 
before  them — two  for  the  regulation 
and  two  for  the  inclosure  of  commons. 
I  do  not  find  that  the  amount  of  work 
performed  is  in  any  respect  adequate  to 
the  sum  of  money  voted  for  this  Com- 
mission. Indeed,  the  duties  of  the 
Commissioners  are  preposterously  small, 
and  yet  there  is  a  Parliamentary  Yote 
amounting  this  year  to  £24,509  for  the 
Commission.  I  venture  to  say  that 
there  is  not  a  single  Land  Commission 
Court  in  Ireland  which  does  not  do  10 
times  the  amount  of  work  in  a  month 
that  this  Commission  transacts  in  the 
course  of  12  months.  I  should  like  to 
have  some  explanation  of  this  extra- 
ordinary sum.  Upon  the  face  of  the 
Vote  there  is  comparatively  no  work 
whatever  done  by  these  three  Commis- 
sioners for  the  amount  of  salary  they 
receiye.  Unless  I  obtain  a  satisfactory 
explanation  from  the  Oovemment,  I 
shall  certainly  move  to  reduce  the  Vote 
by  the  amount  of  the  salaries  of  the 
Commissioners. 


The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  the  home  DEPART- 
MENT (Mr.  Stuart- Wortley)  (Shef- 
field,  Hallam) :  I  will  answer  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  as  far 
as  I  have  been  able  to  gather  from 
them  the  point  of  his  complaint.  I 
understand  him  to  say  that  the  business 
of  the  Land  Commission  does  not  re- 
ceive that  amount  of  attention  from 
the  Land  Commissioners  which  it  de- 
mands. 

Mr.  CLANCY  :  No ;  that  is  not  my 
complaint.  What  I  submit  is  that  a 
very  small  number  of  applications  come 
before  them,  and  for  that  work  they  are 
paid  the  enormous  sum  of  £24,000 
a-year.  The  hon.  Gentleman  does  not 
appear  to  have  read  the  Report  of  the 
Commission. 

Mr.  STUART- wortley  :  I  can 
assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  appli- 
cations for  inclosures  are  not  the  only 
matters  which  the  Land  Commissioners 
have  to  deal  with.  There  are  many 
other  things  they  have  to  attend  to,  and 
during  the  year  they  do  a  great  deal  of 
work.  Their  functions  are  exercised 
under  the  Acts  which  create  the  Com- 
mission to  which  they  are  attached.  In 
addition,  there  are  duties  thrown  upon 
them  under  the  Acts  which  relate  to  the 
improvements  of  landed  estates. 

if R.  CLANCY :  I  have  only  drawn 
attention  to  the  facts  which  are  stated  in 
the  Report  of  the  Commission  ;  and  I  re- 
peat that  there  seems  to  be  a  very  small 
amount  of  work  done  in  comparison 
with  the  amount  of  money  voted  for  the 
Commission.  On  the  face  of  this  Report 
it  is  not  difficult  to  understand  why  Sir 
James  Caird  can  apply  himself  once  a 
week  to  writing  letters  to  The  Timee  on 
matters  that  he  does  not  seem  to  under- 
stand very  much  about.  It  is  true  that 
a  sum  of  £18,000  has  been  paid  into 
the  Exchequer  out  of  the  fees  received 
by  the  Commission ;  but  a  clerk  paid  at 
the  rate  of  £100  a-year  would  have 
been  quite  sufficient  to  receive  those 
fees,  and  one  Commissioner  with  £5,000 
a-year  would  be  quite  adequate  to  dis- 
charge the  rest  of  the  duties  of  the 
Office.  I  beg  to  move  that  the  Yote  be 
reduced  by  the  sum  of  £15,181. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  I  must  point 
out  to  the  hon.  Member  that  the  total 
amount  of  the  Vote  is  only  £10,000. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.,  and  Sligo, 
S.) :   The  hon.  Member  can  move  8ie 


81 


Supply — Civil 


{COMMONS} 


8drvic$  BiHamUi. 


82 


rejection  of  the  remaining  portion  of 
the  Vote. 

Mb.  CLANCY:  I  find,  nnder  the 
head  of  the  expenses  of  this  Commis- 
sion, that  the  items  amount  to  £15,181 ; 
but,  of  course,  a  portion  of  that  sum 
has  already  been  yoted  on  account.  I 
beg  to  move  the  rejection  of  the 
Vote. 

TheCHANCELLOE  of  the  EXOHE- 
QUEE  (Lord  Eandolph  Churchill) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
will  excuse  me  if  I  say  his  remarks 
were  couched  in  so  extremely  low  a 
tone  of  voice  that  scarcely  any  of  them 
reached  the  Treasury  Bench.  I  under- 
stand that  he  objects  to  the  cost  of 
the  Land  Commission  for  England.  I 
think  the  hon.  Member  can  have  very 
little  idea  of  the  enormous  amount  of 
work  this  Land  Commission  has  to  do. 
The  whole  of  the  duties  of  the  Inclo- 
sure  Commission  fall  upon  it,  and  they 
involve  considerable  and  very  arduous 
labours.  In  the  next  place,  advances  of 
public  money,  which  are  made  for  the 
improvement  of  land  estates  under  the 
Inolosure  Acts,  are  made  by  the  Land 
Commission ;  and  those  advances  repre- 
sent a  very  considerable  sum.  The 
Land  Commission  has  also  other  duties 
which  devolve  upon  it  under  the  Settled 
Land  Act  of  1881.  The  Land  Commis- 
sioners have  also  large  duties  thrown 
upon  them  in  connection  with  the  Tithe 
Commission.  I  happened  the  other  day 
to  meet  Sir  James  Caird,  and  he  told 
me  that  his  time,  and  that  of  his 
Colleagues,  was  occupied,  to  a  consider- 
able extent,  in  consequence  of  the 
labours  thrown  upon  the  Commission  in 
connection  with  the  extraordinary  tithe 
in  Kent.  I  understood  him  to  say  that 
it  would  occupy  a  greater  part  of  the 
time  of  the  Commission  for  the  next  six 
months.  I  have  never  heard  it  alleged 
within  recent  years  that  the  Land  Com- 
mission for  England  was  not  accom- 
plishing most  valuable  work,  and  that 
it  was  well  worth  the  money  laid  out 
upon  it.  I  feel  quite  sure  that  the  hon. 
Member  would  not  wish  to  deprive  Sir 
James  Caird  of  the  position  and  salary 
he  enjoys  for  the  duties  he  performs, 
because  I  understand  that,  at  the  pre- 
sent moment,  Sir  James  Caird  is  one  of 
the  great  authorities  on  land  on  which 
the  I^arty  opposite  most  rely  in  connec- 
tion with  their  policy  under  the  Land 
Act. 

Hr;>  Sexton 


Ms.  CLANCY:  I  will  pass  by  the 
sneer  which  the  noble  Lord  made  as  to 
the  nature  of  my  remarks.  All  I  will 
say  is  that  they  are  founded  on  the  con- 
tents of  this  Eeport,  which  I  do  not 
believe  the  noble  Lord  can  have  read. 
Indeed,  nobody  on  the  Treasury  Bench 
appears  to  have  read  it.  Anybody 
who  has  read  it  will  see  at  once  the 
small  amount  of  business  which  has 
been  transacted  by  the  Commissioners. 
I  defy  anyone  to  read  that  Eeport,  and 
to  say  that  the  amount  of  business  done 
is  in  any  degree  proportionate  to  the 
amount  of  money  spent  upon  it.  I  shall 
certainly  go  to  a  division  if  the  noble 
Lord  will  not  give  some  assurance  that 
he  will  require  from  the  Commissioners 
a  Eetum  of  the  number  of  days'  work 
they  transact  in  a  year,  and  the  hours 
they  are  occupied  each  day. 

LoED  EANDOLPH  CHUECHILL : 
I  admit  that  the  Vote  has  not  been  very 
fully  explained ;  but  upon  the  Eeport  a 
fuller  explanation  will  be  given  by  some- 
one more  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
Department. 

Mb.  CLANCY :  WiU  the  noble  Lord 
require  from  the  Commissioners  a  Ee- 
tum of  the  number  of  days'  work  they 
transact  in  a  year  ? 

Lord  EANDOLPH  CHUECHILL : 
No ;  I  cannot  do  that. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  Such  a  Eetum  is  re- 
quired  from  the  Judges  of  the  County 
Court  in  Ireland.  

Lord  EANDOLPH  CHUECHILL: 
I  have  already  promised  that  a  fuller 
explanation  will  be  given  on  the  Ee- 
port. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  I  think  that  would 
be  altogether  too  late.  I  wish  to  make 
this  further  remark.  It  has  straok  me, 
as  a  new  Member,  that  it  is  eztraotdi- 
nary  what  pains  the  House  of  Com- 
mons takes  in  sending  out  Oommis- 
sioners,  and  in  printing  EeportSi  and 
then  the  extraordinary  laxity  it  dis- 
plays— especially  on  the  part  of  Mem- 
bers in  cnarge  of  the  Votes — to  make 
themselves  masters  of  the  contents  of  the 
Eeports  presented  to  them. 

Mr.  BIQGAE  (Cavan,  W.):  The 
noble  Lord  the  Leader  of  the  GfoTsm- 
ment  in  this  House  has  certainly  failed 
to  give  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  this 
Vote.  Sir  James  Caira  may  be  a  tsij 
able  gentleman ;  but,  at  the  same  time^ 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  Land  Oom- 
missioners  have  any  saffident  amoant 
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of  work  to  transact.  I,  therefore,  think 
it  ought  to  be  amalgamated  with  some 
other  0£Q.ce,  so  that  the  abilities  of  the 
present  officials  might  be  utilized  in 
some  other  direction.  The  noble  Lord 
has  stated  that  one  of  the  duties  con- 
nected with  the  Office  is  the  control 
of  loans  to  landlords  for  the  improve- 
ment of  land  in  this  country.  Now, 
I  maintain  that  the  lending  of  money 
by  the  (Government  for  the  purpose  of 
improving  land  is  not  a  proper  outlay 
of  public  money.  We  know  of  many 
cases  where  money  has  been  ostensibly 
borrowed  for  the  purpose  of  improving 
land  which  has  really  been  utilized  for 
some  other  purpose,  and  certificates  have 
been  taken  from  engineers  or  surveyors 
certifying  that  there  has  been  a  larger 
outlay  than  was  originally  expected.  I 
have  been  informed  by  an  hon.  Friend 
that  he  went  one  day  with  a  certain 
surveyor  to  *  survey  the  land  upon  which 
an  outlay  of  this  nature  was  taking 
place.  I  believe  it  had  some  connection 
with  drainage  ;  but  the  entire  extent  of 
the  survey  made  by  this  gentleman 
was  that  he  stood  on  one  of  the  fences 
and  surveyed  with  his  eye  the  amount 
of  drainage  alleged  to  have  taken  place. 
That  is  one  sample  of  the  way  in  which 
the  public  money  is  expended.  I  quit«) 
ag^ee  with  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  North  Dublin  (Mr.  Clancy)  that  the 
expense  incurred  in  the  payment  of 
these  Commissioners  is  altogether  dis- 
proportionate to  the  work  they  have  to 
do ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  I  contend 
that  part  of  the  work  they  do  is  work 
that  should  not  be  undertaken  by  this 
or  any  other  Government.  Another 
part  of  the  duty  of  these  gentlemen  is 
to  give  certificates  as  to  expenditure 
upon  life  property.  I  do  not  see  why 
there  should  be  a  tribunal  of  that  sort 
paid  by  the  State ;  at  any  rate,  the  per- 
sons who  derive  benefit  from  the  service 
rendered  should  recoup  the  Government 
for  the  expenditure  incurred  in  main- 
taining a  staff  to  carry  out  the  survey. 
In  this  particular  instance  it  does  not 
appear  to  me  that  any  amount  of  fees 
charged  would  be  sufficient  to  recoup 
the  country  for  the  expenditure  in- 
curred. 

Mb.  BBADLAUGH  (Northampton) : 
I  understand  the  noble  Lord  to  give 
an  unconditional  promise  that  upon  the 
Report  the  Minister  in  charge  of  the 
Vote  shiUl  make  an  explanation  in  order 
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to  meet  the  objections  which  have  been 
raised.  Under  these  circumstances  there 
would  be  clearly  an  opportunity  of  di- 
viding upon  the  Vote  if  the  explanation 
was  not  considered  satisfactory.  The  hon. 
Member  has  done  good  service  in  point- 
ing out  what  the  Vote  is ;  but  I  think, 
in  view  of  the  promise  which  has  been 
made,  he  may  now  withdraw  his  oppo- 
sition to  the  Vote. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  My 
principal  object  in  calling  attention *to 
the  matter,  and  not  taking  a  division 
upon  it,  was  to  enter  a  protest  against 
what  I  consider  to  be  a  scandal  in  pass- 
ing over,  without  taking  any  notice, 
important  Reports  of  this  kind.  I  con- 
sider it  altogether  improper  to  ask  the 
Committee  to  vote  large  sums  of  money, 
year  after  year,  without  knowing  the 
purposes  for  which  the  money  is  voted. 
I  certainly  shall  take  every  opportunity 
of  obtaining  from  Ministers  in  charge  of 
these  Votes  a  full  explanation  of  their 
object,  and  the  way  in  which  they  are 
dealt  with.  At  present  the  Eepresen- 
tatives  of  the  people  are  altogether 
without  knowledge,  and  do  not  under- 
stand what  they  are  doing,  when  they 
are  voting  away  the  public  money. 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.):  With 
regard  to  the  expenditure  of  this  Com- 
mission, probably  the  hon.  Member  is 
aware  that  a  considerable  portion  of  it 
is  returned  to  the  Exchequer  by  the 
fees  paid  for  various  purposes.  In  fact, 
the  greater  part  of  the  amount  voted 
for  the  Commission  is  repaid  by  fees  of 
one  kind  and  another.  In  consequence 
of  a  Motion  which  was  made  in  the 
House  of  Commons  in  1878,  a  scale  of  fees 
in  the  shape  of  stamps  was  prescribed 
by  which  a  sum  of  £7,000  or  £8,00 
a-year  is  raised.  These  ad  valorem  fees 
are  paid  into  the  Exchequer.  Therefore, 
the  argument  of  the  hon.  Member,  that 
the  work  of  the  Commissioners  is  dis- 
proportionate to  the  expenditure,  is  not 
strictly  correct.  As  far  as  the  payments 
by  the  Exchequer  are  concerned  they 
are  very  much  less  than  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber imagines.  I  trust  that,  with  this 
explanation,  the  hon.  Gentleman,  having 
done  good  service  by  drawing  attention 
in  so  pointed  a  manner  to  the  question, 
will  not  put  the  Committee  to  the  trouble 
of  a  division.  So  far  as  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  Government  is  concerned,  I 
can  assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the 
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work  is  not  extravagantly  paid  for,  and 
that  very  good  public  service  is  done  by 
the  Commission.  I  will  promise  to  look 
carefully  into  the  matter  between  this 
and  the  Beport,  and  to  make  then  a 
complete  statement  as  to  the  work  done 
and  the  actual  net  cost  of  the  Com- 
mission. 

Mr.  BRADLAUGH  (Northampton) : 
I  understood  the  noble  Lord  to  give  a 
distinct  promise  that  that  should  be 
done. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  I 
did  not  attempt  to  conceal  from  the  Com- 
mittee that  fees  to  the  amount  of  £18,000 
were  received  ;  but  I  maintain  that  those 
fees  would  be  received  in  any  case,  and 
that  a  clerk  with  £100  a-year  would  re- 
ceive them,  and  would  do  quite  as  much 
work  as  three  Commissioners,  who  eost 
thecountry  something  like  £5,000  a-year. 

Sir  JOSEPH M^KENN A  (Monaghan, 
S.) :  What  we  wish  particularly  to  know 
is  the  amount  of  time  and  attention  de- 
voted by  the  Commissioners  to  the  work 
for  which  they  are  so  highly  paid. 

Sm  WALTER  B.  BARTTELOT 
(Sussex,  North- West) :  The  three  Com- 
missioners have  to  inquire  into  matters 
of  a  most  important  character,  and  the 
amount  of  work  they  perform  is  far  be- 
yond what  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  any 
conception  of. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

(3.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

*^That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £175,956,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary-  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  coarse  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
including  various  Grants  in  Aid  of  Local  Taxa- 
tion." 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
pjal,  E.) :  I  propose  to  move  the  reduc- 
tion of  this  Vote  by  the  sum  of  £16,500, 
that  being  the  item  which,  under  Sub- 
head U,  is  to  be  appropriated  for  public 
vaccination.  The  reason  why  I  make 
this  Motion  is  that  I  believe  the  sum 
of  £16,500  is  a  mainspring,  or,  at  any 
rate,  one  of  the  mainsprings  of  a  system 
which  is  in  itself  immoral,  stupid,  and 
cruel,  and  which  inflicts  immense  physi- 
cal suffering  upon  the  objects  of  the 
operation,  and  a  needless  amount  of 
mental  anguish  upon  tens  of  thousands 
of  fathers  and  mothers  in  this  country. 
This  charge  of  £16,500  is  made  undor 
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Section   5  of   the  Vaccination  Act   of 
1857  ;  and  the  terms  of  that  section  are 
that  on  the  Report  made  to  the  Lords  of 
Her  Majesty's  Council  with  regard  to 
the  number  and  quality  of  the  vaccina- 
tions performed  in  the  several  vaecina- 
tion    districts  of  England,  awards  are 
made  to   the  public  vaccinators,  from 
time  to  time,  by  payment  out  of   the 
money  provided    by    Parliament,    and 
under  regulations  authorized  to  be  made 
to  any  medical  officer,  in  addition  to  the 
payments   received    by  them  from  the 
Guardians  and  Overseers,  such  further 
payments  as  shall  not  exceed  in  any  case  1«. 
per  child  who  should  have  been  success- 
fully vaccinated.    The  Committee  will 
see  that  that  provision  is  not  imperatiTe, 
but  that  it  is  merely  permissive.   It  says 
that  their  Lordships  may,  out  of  the 
money  provided    by    Parliament,    and 
which  may  or  may  not  be  provided  by 
Parliament,  grant  these  rewards  in  addi- 
tion to  the  sum  which  was  received  from 
the  rates.     What  I  propose  to  do  is  to 
ask  the  Committee  not  to  provide  anj 
money  for  that  purpose.  The  Committee 
will  perceive  that  this  pecuniary  reward 
is,  in  the  first  place,  limited  to  England. 
You  look  in  vain  for  any  similar  charge 
on  account  of  skill  at  all  corresponding 
to  the  charge  in  Vote  No.  34,  or  in  the 
corresponding  Vote  for  Lreland,  No.  38. 
It  is,  first  of  all,  a  reward  entirely  re- 
served for  this  country.     Moreover,  it 
is  to  be  charged  in  addition  to    the 
amount  which  may  be  received  from  the 
Guardians  or  the  Overseers  of  the  Dis- 
trict  Unions.    It  will  also  be  noticed 
that  the  amount  asked  for  this  year  is 
in  excess  of  the  item  of  last  year.    If 
I  remember  rightly,  £15,800  was  the 
sum  voted  last  year,  and  this  year  it 
has  gone  up  now  to  £16,500.     Now,  the 
history  of  this  item  is  very  remarkable. 
When,  in  the  year  1868,  the  first  charge 
was  made  on  account  of  public  vaccina- 
tion, the  sum  asked  for  was  only  £2,700 
odd  ;  but  by  1872,  in  four  years,  it  had 
risen  to  £6,000,  and  in   1878,  or    six 
years  later,  it  had  doubled  that  amonnt, 
being  then  slightly  over  £12,000.     Last 
year  it  was  £15,800,  and  this  year  it 
amounts  to  the   sum  I  have  named — 
£16,500.      Since  1868  there  has  been 
paid  to  the  public  vaccinators  of  Eng- 
land, under  this  head,  no  less  a  sum  than 
£200,000.     And  what  does  it  supple- 
ment ?    It  supplements  a  charge  of^no 
less  than  £120,000  a-year,  taken  oat  of 
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the  pockets  of  the  ratepayers  of  this 
part  of  the  Eangdom — all  of  it  for  puhlic 
vaccination,  and  in  support  of  a  system 
which  prohahly  hrings  into  the  pockets 
of  medical  men  in  England  alone  some- 
thing like    £250,000    annually.      The 
charge  is  part  and  parcel  of  a  system 
which  tends  to  establish,  and  year  by 
year  to  strengthen,  a  vested  interest  in 
an  influential   body,  the   members   of 
which,  at  any  rate,  it  may  be  reasonably 
regarded  as  calculated  to  induce  them  to 
maintain  a  system  which  is  opposed  to 
the  moral  sense  of  a  very  considerable 
section  of  the  community.      It  is  also 
opposed,  as  I  said  before,  to  the  parental 
instincts  of  tens  of  thousands  of  con- 
scientious people  in  this  country.    The 
defence  of  vaccination  itself  by  a  large 
number  of  medical  men  is   by  means 
of  this  Yote,  and  by  means  of  similar 
charges;  and  it  is   a  defence,  not   of 
medical  theory,  but  of  pecuniary  vested 
interest.  It  is  not  more  surprising,  under 
the  circumstances,   that    medical    men 
should  be  so  obstinately  wedded  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  present  system,  than 
it  was  surprising  that  the  Irish  Church 
Establishment   should  have   been   de- 
fended by  the  clergymen  of  the  Estab- 
lishment, or  that  the  institution  of  slavery 
should  have  been    maintained   by  the 
slaveowners  of  the  Southern  States  of 
America.    It  is  no  more  surprising  than 
the  resistance  and  the  unscrupulous  op- 
position which  was  ofifered  by  many  ship- 
owners of  this  country  to  Mr.  FlimsoU's 
Bill  some   years   ago,  when  he  endea- 
voured to  protect    the  seamen  of   the 
United  Kingdom  from  the  unscrupulous 
proceedings  of  certain  shipowners,  who 
were  in  the  habit  of  sending  men  in 
certain  cases  to  almost  certain  death  in 
unseaworthy  vessels.     How   does    this 
money  go  ?    I  find  that  the  public  vac- 
cinator in    Birmingham  gets  between 
£200  and  £300  every  year.     A  similar 
sum  is  annually  divided  between  throe 
public  vaccinators  in  Liverpool.     There 
is  a  similar  charge  for  Manchester ;  and 
about  the  same  amount  is  paid  in  St. 
Pancras  and  London,  not   every  year, 
but  every  alternate  year.     Well,  what 
is  it  for  ?    At  the  end  of  the  section  of 
the  Act  to  which  I  have  already  referred 
it  is  stated  as  being  paid  for  successful 
vaccination.    Well,  Sir,  is  it  successful 
vaoeination  ?    Let  us  judge  of  it  by  the 
result.    In  1881  there  was  a  Betum  of 
the  number  of  births  and  of  the  num- 


ber of  children  vaccinated,  and  it  seems 
from  this  Keturn  that  the  births  in  Bir- 
mingham numbered  9,000, but  those  who 
were  successfully  vaccinated  were  only 
8,000.     Of  course,  a  number  of  children 
would  die  unvaccinated.     As  would  al- 
ways be  the  case  in  every  population, 
there  would  be  a  number  of  children  who 
would  be  presumably  at  their  birth  not 
fit  subjects    for  vaccination.     The  per- 
centage of  children  unaccounted  for  by 
vaccination  was  only  1'5.    Under  these 
circumstances,    one    might    reasonably 
expect  that,  if  the  system  is  to  be  justi- 
fied,   Birmingham,  as    compared  with 
other  places  where  vaccination  has  not 
been  so  successfully  carried  out,  would 
have  been  singularly  free  from  small- 
pox.    But  what  is  the  fact  ?    The  epi- 
demic of  small-pox  in  Birmingham  has 
always  been  of  the  same  severe  descrip- 
tion.    Then,  again,  with  regard  to  Lon- 
don, which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  autho- 
rities at  the  Local  Government  Board,  is 
a  very  successful  instance  of  the  satis- 
factory treatment   of    vaccination,     we 
know  that  small-pox  is  not  only  occasion- 
ally an  epidemic,  but  that  it  is  practi- 
cally an  endemic.     We  never  get  rid  of 
small  -  pox  in   London,    although    the 
people  of  London  are  more  completely 
vaccinated  than  almost  any  other  portion 
of  the  United  Kingdom.     Well,  Sir,  in 
London,  in  every  one  of  the  1 9  difi'erent 
Unions,  these  payments  are  made  an- 
nually  to    certain    public    vaccinators. 
What  is  the  result  ?      There  was  an 
epidemic  of  small-pox  last  year,  and  the 
number  of  small-pox  patients  who  en- 
tered the  small-pox  hospital,  I  will  not 
say  in  London  alone,  numbered  no  less 
than  9,000,  being  larger  by  4,000  than 
the  number  who  entered  the  hospital  in 
the  previous  year.     The  number  in  1884 
was  5,000,  and  in  1885  it  was  9,000. 
Yet  in  the  town  of  Leicester,  where  not 
more  than  40  per  cent  of  the  children 
born  were  vaccinated,    the    small-pox 
hospital  was  tenantless.    I  ask,  there- 
fore, if  it  is  not  fair  to  say  that  the  suc- 
cessful vaccination,  for  which  this  Vote 
was  taken  year  by  year,  and  for  which 
this  Vote  grows  so  rapidly  year  by  year 
— that  it  is  not  a  ridiculous  and  mis- 
chievous delusion,  at  any  rate,  open  to 
serious  doubt  as  tp  its  value  ?  Can  there 
be  any  reason  for  wonder  that  in  con- 
siderable districts  of  the  country  where 
the  people  have  had  a  fair  opportunity 
of  judging  of  the   relative  safety  of 
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the  yaccinated  and  non-vaocinated  con- 
dition— such    places,   for    example,   as 
Keighley,   Dewsbury,    Brighton,    Bed- 
ford, and  Leicester — they  should  object 
not  only  to  this  particular  item,   but 
to  the  whole  system  with  which  it  is 
bound  up  ?    They  regard  it  as  a  great 
hardship  and  as  a  public  scandal— a 
scandal  both  public  and  private.     From 
what  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  I  believe 
that  at  least  one-third  of  the  population 
of  this  country  do  not  believe  in  vacci- 
nation at  all ;   and  most  assuredly,  out- 
side, the  majority  of  the  population  is 
strongly  opposed  to  compulsory  vaccina- 
tion.  But,  Sir,  the  system  by  which  this 
payment  of  rewards  is  made  for  the 
efifective  poisoning  of  healthy  children 
is  a  part  and  parcel  of  a  most  direct 
incentive  to  a  most  cruel  and  persecuting 
system.     It  is  about  as  cruel  a  system 
of  persecution  as  can  very  well  be  con- 
ceived.    It  makes  it  to  the  interest  of 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  men,  educated 
men,  men  of  refinement  and  remarkable 
for  their  kindly  and  charitable  disposi- 
tion, to  seek  to  maintain  and  almost  in- 
sist upon  the    systematic   persecution, 
prosecution,  and  punishment  by  fine  and 
imprisonment,  repeated  sometimes  over 
and  over  again,  of  persons  who,  on  moral 
and  religious  grounds,   or  on   matters 
personal  to  themselves,  arrived   at  by 
reason  of  terrible  personal  experience, 
object  to  this  filthy  rite  being  imposed 
on  their  children.    It  explains  the  secret 
why  we  so  often  hear  of  some  poor  man 
or  woman  who  has  had  his  or  her  first 
child  done  to  death  by  vacciuation,  or, 
at  any  rate,  permanently  disfigured  by 
vaccination — it  explains  why  it  is  that  in 
spite  of  that  man's  or  woman's  instinct, 
and  possibly  in  spite  of  their  consciences, 
they  are  sent  to  prison  or  fined  over  and 
over  again.   I  do  not  look  at  this  matter 
from  a  sentimental  or  from  an  hysterical 
point  of  view.     I  am  not  given,  I  think, 
to  look  at  anything  from  an  hysterical 
point  of  view.     On  the  contrary,  as  the 
son  of  a  physician,  the  brother  of  an- 
other, and  the  nephew  of  a  third,  I  am 
as  much  disposed  as  any  layman  to  take 
a  professional  view  of  the  matter.     I 
have  also  looked  at  the  other  side  of  the 
question.      I    have    inquired   into  the 
matter,  and  I  have  read  what  I  could 
lay  my  hands  upon  in  reference  to  it.    I 
may  say  that  most  of  us  have  had  a 
good  deal  of  literature  sent  to  us  upon 
the  subjeot.     I  have  also  listened  to 
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many  discussions  upon  it,  and  the  resnlt 
is  that  I  have  become  convinced  that  vac- 
cination is  neither  a  preventive  nor  a  pal- 
liative.   I  believe  that  the  whole  system 
is  a  huge  and  deplorable  delusion.    I 
have  stated  that  I  intend  to  move  the 
reduction  of  the  Vote.     I  do  not  know 
what  amount  of  support  I  may  receive ; 
but  even  if  I  should  find  myself  almost 
alone,  which  I  certainly  hope  will  not 
be  the  case,  I  should  still  conceive  it  mj 
duty  to  take  this  step  in  order  to  protest 
not  only  against  a  system  which  I  be- 
lieve to  be  wrong,  and  in  itself  immoral, 
stupid,  and  cruel,  but  also  in  the  hope 
of  drawing  still  more  public  attention  to 
the  fact  that  there  are,  from  time  to 
time,  many  instances  in  this  country  of 
men  and  women  who   conscientionslj 
object  to  vaccination,  and  who  are  syst^ 
matically  prosecuted,    but    whom    the 
Local  G-ovemment  Board  has  it  in  its 
power  to  protect  if  they  will — persons 
who  are  subjected  to  repeated  punish- 
ment, and  whose  lives  have  been  per- 
manently darkened  by  the  recollection 
of  the  loss  of  children,  and  of  the  dis- 
figurement of  their  offspring,  and  who, 
in  consequence,  have  a  conscientious  ob- 
jection to  subject  their  children  to  what 
they  believe  to  be  not  only  a  filthj  but 
an  injurious  operation.     But  even  if  I 
do  not  carry  with  me  either  the  sym- 
pathy or  the  votes  of  any  considerable 
number  of  the  Committee,  I  hope,   at 
any  rate,  that  I  shall  be  able  to  obtain 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  re- 
presents the  Local  Government  Board 
here  to-day  an  assurance  that  the  autho- 
rities of  the  Local  Gt)vemment  Board 
will  do  what  lies  in  their  power  to  pro- 
tect the  people  I  have  referred  to,  who 
are  made  to  sufifer  in  the  way  they  do 
because  they  entertain  some  conscien- 
tious scruples,   which,   although  some 
persons  might  scarcely  appreciate  them, 
all  of  us  can  heartily  sympathise  with. 
I  beg  to  move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote 
by  the  sum  of  £16,500. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

''That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £169,456,  bo 
granted  to  Her  llajesty,  to  complete  the  ram 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  como 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  «niii«y  on 
the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salariii  and 
Expenses  of  the  Local  Goremment  Boards  in* 
eluding  various  Grants  in  Aid  of  Local  Taau 
tion."---{ ifr.  Arthur  0* Connor.) 

Thb  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOCAL 
OOYEBNMENT  BO  ABD  (Mr.  Brchis) 
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S Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's)  :  Consi- 
Leringtheimportknceofthesubject  which 
has  been  introduced  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, I  think  it  better  to  reply  at  once  to 
the  remarks  which  he  has  made,  rather 
than  wait  for  other  Members  to  take  part 
in  the  discussion.  The  hon.  Member  evi- 
dently anticipates  that  he  will  only  be 
followed  into  the  Lobby  by  an  exceed- 
ingly small  number  of  Members ;  and  I 
must  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  would 
be  nothing  short  of  a  national  disaster 
if  the  hon.  Gentleman's  expectation  in 
this  respect  was  not  realized.  I  cannot 
conceive  anything  which  would  be  more 
likely  to  inflict  injury  on  the  public 
good  than  that  the  impression  should  go 
abroad  that  a  considerable  section  of  the 
Hoose  shared  the  objections  to  vaccina- 
tion which  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
stated.  The  hon.  Gentleman  divided 
his  objections  into  two  heads.  First  of 
all,  he  objects  altogether  to  the  amount 
which  is  spent  upon  vaccination ;  and,  in 
the  next  place,  he  objects  to  the  parti- 
cular Vote  now  under  discussion,  which 
Vote  is,  as  he  rightly  stated,  a  Vote 
given  by  this  House  to  be  distributed 
to  the  medical  vaccination  offi^cers  as  a 
reward  for  meritorious  successful  cases 
of  vaccination.  In  reference  to  the  gene- 
ral question  of  vaccination,  I  should 
have  been  glad  If  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  given  me  some  Notice  that  he  de- 
aired  to  enter  into  so  very  important  a 
question.  But  the  question  is  one  which 
Ues  in  so  small  a  compass,  that  perhaps 
it  is  hardly  necessary  that  much  Notice 
should  be  given.  The  hon.  Member  has 
used  some  strong  language  regarding 
the  system  of  vaccination.  He  has  de- 
nounced it  as  immoral,  stupid,  and 
cruel ;  arguing  that  it  was  the  cause  of 
the  effective  poisoning  of  healthy  chil- 
dren, and  that  it  is  of  no  avail  for  the 
purpose  for  which  it  has  been  instituted. 
Now,  Sir,  I  have  here  a  Fax)er  contain- 
ing extracts  from  the  annual  Beport  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  upon  vaccination.  I  shall 
only  trouble  the  Committee  with  one  or 
two  extracts  from  that  Beport,  in  order 
to  show  what,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  has  been  the  result  of  vaccina- 
tion. The  hon.  Gentleman  alluded  to 
the  cases  of  Birmingham  and  London, 
and  he  stated  that,  seeing  the  large 
number  of  meritorious  cases  of  vaccina- 
tion tiiat  had  occurred,  it  might  be  rea- 


sonably supposed  that  vaccination  was 
in  a  favourable  condition  in  those 
places;  but,  nevertheless,  that  neither 
Birmingham  nor  London  could  com- 
pare favourably,  so  far  as  small-pox 
is  concerned,  with  many  other  towns 
in  which  vaccination  is  not  so  success- 
fully carried  out.  Of  course,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  knows  very  well  that  the 
conditions  both  of  London  and  Birming- 
ham are  exceptional.  The  fact  of  the 
greater  crowding  of  the  population  is 
perhaps  sufficient  to  account  for  small- 
pox when  it  does  occur,  being  very  rife. 
With  reference  to  the  children  of  Lon- 
don, I  should  like  to  quote  an  extract 
from  the  Beport  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  the  Local  Government  Board.  He 
says — 

"  It  has  been  already  said  that  in  1881, 
among  55,000  children  who  had  not  been  vacci- 
nated, 782  deaths  from  small-pox  occurred. 
Among  861,000  children  who  had  been  vacci- 
nated there  were  125  deaths  from  small-pox.  If 
the  London  children  under  10  years  of  age  who 
were  unvaccinated  had  the  protection  which  the 
current  vaccination  gives,  not  782  deaths  would 
have  occurred ;  but  at  the  outside  nine  would 
have  died  from  small-pox.  If  the  861,000  vac- 
cinated children  had  died  at  the  rate  of  the 
55,000  unvaccinated  children,  we  should  not 
have  been  considering  125  deaths  from  small- 
pox, but  we  should  have  been  confronted  with 
an  additional  12,000  more  deaths  from  small- 
pox occurring  during  the  year  in  the  London 
population  under  10  years  of  age.*' 

The  number  of  deaths  that  actually  oc- 
curred from  small-pox  was  not  6,000  or 
1,000,  but,  at  the  outside,  125  ;  and  if 
there  had  been  no  vaccination  there 
would  have  been,  instead  of  125  small- 
pox deaths  among  the  vaccinated  chil- 
dren, more  than  12,000  deaths  occurring 
from  small-pox  during  the  year  among 
children  under  10  years  of  age.  There- 
fore, in  spite  of  what  the  hon.  Member 
has  said,  it  must  be  evident  to  the  Oom- 
mittee  that  if  we  were  to  revert  to 
savage  times  when  there  was  no  vaccina- 
tion, London,  Birmingham,  and  all 
large  towns  would  show  very  different 
results  from  those  to  which  we  are  now 
able,  happily,  to  point  in  consequence 
of  vaccination.  Now,  8ir,  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  spoken  about  the  action  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  the 
conscientious  objections  of  parents  to 
vaccination.  I  will  go  this  far  with  him, 
and  say,  that  I  have  the  utmost  sym- 
pathy with  parents  who  conscientiously 
object  to  yaccination  ;  and  while  I  shall 
certainly  feel  it  my  duty  to  use  every 
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exertion  in  my  power  to  secure  the  end 
for  Thich  Parliament  baB  paased  these 
Acts,  yet  I  would  be  very  sorry  indeed 
that  the  Local  Qorerament  Board  should 
be  made  the  engine  of  any  unnecessary 
persecution  of  parents  who  entertain 
conBcientious  objections  to  Taccination. 
The  Committee  will  see  that  it  is  abso- 
lutely essential  we  should  use  every 
effort  in  our  power  to  see  that  the  Acts 
are  carried  out  for  the  public  good.  I 
may  say  that,  with  reference  to  the 
action  of  the  Ijocal  Oovernment  Board, 
they  do  not  require  that  anything  in 
the  nature  of  persecution  should  take 
place.  I  will  give  the  Committee  some 
oxtracts  from  a  letter  which  was  sent 
in  September,  1875,  by  the  Local  Go- 
Temment  Board  to  the  Guardians  of  the 
Evesham.  Union,  which  letter  was  sub- 
sequently distributed  very  largely  among 
the  Guardians  of  the  various  Unions,  in 
order  to  show  what  the  views  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  are  with  regard  to 
the  extent  to  which  pressure  should  take 
place  in  respect  of  vaccination.  The 
extracts  which  I  propose  to  read  will 
show  the  hon.  Genlleman  that  there  is 
no  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Local  Go- 
yemment  Board  to  go  beyond  what  it  is 
-  their  plain  duty  to  do.  Theletter  says — 
"  It  is  dlBtinctly  contom plated  by  Atticlo  16 
of  the  Board's  General  Order  of  the  Slet  of 
Octot>er,  187-1,  that,  iodepmidently  of  any  pro- 
Cecdin)^  which  may  be  taken  againgt  the  per- 
son in  default,  under  Section  29  of  the  Vacci- 
nation Act,  186T.  the  vaccination  ofGc«r  shall 
be  authorized  to  take  proceedinf^s  against  him 
if  be  continue  contumacious,  at  least  once  also 
under  Section  31  of  thot  Act.  Until,  therefore, 
proceedings  under  the  latter  section  have  been 
taken  io  a  case  and  a  conviction  obtained,  the 
Board  considered  tbat  the  general  means,  which 
the  law  provides  with  a  view  to  insure  the  thc- 
cination  of  a  child,  have  not  been  used.  The 
Board  would  here  observo  that,  from  the  in- 
formation in  their  poesossion.  it  is  not  clear 
whether  all  the  means  above  alluded  to  have 
been  resorted  to  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Hensley. 
The  Doard,  at  the  samo  time,  direct  me  to 
point  out  that,  by  Article  IG  of  their  above- 
mentioned  Order,  it  is  provided  that  in  any 
case  in  which  a  magistrate's  order  has  been 
obtftined,  and  summary  proceedings  have  be^n 
taken  under  Scctioo  31  of  the  Vaccination  Act, 
1897,  no  further  proceedings  shall  be  taken  by 
the  vaccination  oHicor  without  tho  express  in. 
■trucUons  of  the  Guardians." 
The  hon.  Gentleman  will  see  that  it  ia 
the  duty  of  the  Vaccination  OflSecr  to 
take  action  up  to  a  certain,  point,  and 
that  be  cannot  take  further  action  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Guardians.  The 
letter  goes  on  to  aay — 
Mr.  SiUhi* 


"  The  intention  of  this  provition  is  that  tli* 
Qoardians  should  carefully  oonsider, with  ragtid 
to  each  individual  cose,  Uie  effect  which  a  ooo- 
tinuanceof  proceedings  is  likely  to  have  in  pro- 
curing the  vaccination  of  the  individnal  child, 
and  In  insuring  the  observance  of  the  law  in 
tho  Union  generally.  The  Board  may  fnrilier 
state  that  it  is,  on  the  ono  hand,  nmlnni»^i]|« 
that  a  repetition  of  legal  procaeiUngs  haa,  in 
numerous  caaea,  resulted  in  the  vacnnation  of  a 
child  when  such  vaccination  has  not  been  no- 
cured  by  tho  previons  procoedinga;  and  it  is 
therefore  important,  with  a  view  of  HCnring  a 
proper  observance  of  the  law,  that  parent*  iho^ 
bo  well  assured  that  proceedings  in  CMe  of  non- 
compliance with  its  requirements  will  not  ba 
lightly  discontinued.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Board  are  prepared  to  admit  that,  when  in  a 
particular  case  repeated  prosecntions  have 
failed  in  their  object,  it  becomea  Deoenarjr  to 
carefully  consider  the  question  whether  tlte  out- 
tin  nance  of  a  fruitless  oontast  with  the  paraatmay 
not  have  a  tendency  to  produce  mitehierou* 
results,  by  exciting  sympathy  with  the  peiMn 
prosecuted,  and  thus  creating  a  more  extendad 
operation  to  the  law.  The  Board  entertain  no 
doubt  that,  in  all  coses  of  the  kind  in  qneation, 
the  Ouardiana,  having  before  them  Uie  pre- 
ceding observations,  will  not  &il  to  ezennaa  the 
discretionary  powers  confided  to  them  in  the 
manner  best  calculated  to  give  etTect  to  the 
policy  of  the  law." 

The  boQ.  Gentleman  will  thus  see  that 
the  object  of  the  Local  GoTerameDt 
Board  is  this— that  every  proceeding 
which  the  Guardians  feel  they  are  juah- 
fied  in  adopting  should  be  taken  so  long* 
as  they  feel  couvinoed  that  the  object 
and  aim  of  the  Vaccination  Acts  are 
likely  to  be  secured,  but  that  it  is  not 
desirable  to  make  martyrs  of  those  who 
steadily  refuse  to  carry  o\it  the  law, 
and  where  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
no  amount  of  prosecation  would  secure 
the  desired  result.  With  reference  to 
the  other  point  raised  by  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman as  to  the  extra  payment  made 
to  the  medical  officers  for  succesaToI 
vaccination,  it  is  perfectly  obvious  that 
if  what  I  have  stated  already  is  accepted 
by  the  Committee  as  being  true,  and 
that  it  is  desirable  that  effective  racci- 
nation  should  take  place — it  is  obvioiis 
that  every  precaution  should  be  taken 
that  the  operation  is  performed  with 
due  care  and  proper  skill.  The  object 
which  Parliament  had  in  sanctioning 
these  extra  payments  to  the  Vaccination 
Officers  was  to  secure  that  Taccination 
should  he  effected  with  proper  skill,  and 
in  a  proper  manner,  and  in  that  way 
which  is  oest  for  securing  the  object  we 
have  in  view.  The  hon.  Gentleman  has 
spoken  of  this  additional  payment  la  if 
it  were  something  over  and  abore  that 
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which  the  Yacoination  Officer  has  any 
right  to  calculate  upon  as  payment  for 
the  duty  performed.  But  it  is  perfectly 
dear  that  these  rewards  for  meritorious 
Taocinations  do  enter  into  the  calcula- 
tion of  medical  officers  charged  with 
that  duty,  and  that  they  have  considered 
it  a  portion  of  the  remuneration  which 
they  are  entitled  to  receive.  Perhaps 
the  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  aware  that 
these  extra  payments  were  made  on  the 
recommendation  of  a  Select  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  which  sat  on 
the  Vaccination  Bill  of  1866.  A  careful 
examination  was  aleo  made  into  the 
whole  question  hy  Mr.  Lingen  when  he 
was  at  the  Treasury,  and  he  was  of  opi- 
nion that  the  payment  was  one  which 
ought  to  he  continued.  I  hope  I  have 
made  it  sufficiently  clear  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that,  in  the  first  place,  as 
far  as  our  information  goes,  vaccination 
is  highly  heneficial,  and  ought  not  to  be 
departed  from.  In  the  second  place, 
I  hope  that  I  have  also  made  it  clear 
that  the  arrangement  which  the  Com- 
mittee is  now  asked  to  upset  has  the 
sanction  of  a  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  has  been  inquired 
into,  and  has  been  approved  by  an 
efficient  officer  of  the  Treasury,  and  is 
distinctly  advantageous  to  the  public. 
As  to  the  action  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board*  it  is  its  duty  to  insist,  as 
far  as  possible,  on  the  law  being  carried 
out.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  am 
extremely  anxious  to  do  everything  in 
my  power  to  secure  the  effective  work- 
ing of  the  Vaccination  Acts.  I  quite 
admit  that  there  are  persons  who  are 
conscientiously  opposed  to  vaccination, 
and  that  in  certain  cases  unhappy  re- 
sults have  taken  place.  Whenever  a 
case  is  laid  before  me  where  a  suspicion 
may  exist  on  the  part  of  a  parent  that 
his  child  has  suffered  or  died  in  conse- 
quence of  any  fault  in  the  mode  of  vac- 
cination, or  in  the  material  used,  I  shall 
always  consider  it  my  duty  to  take  every 
step  in  order  to  clear  up  any  doubt 
which  may  exist  on  the  subject.  I  be- 
lieve there  would  be  nothing  more  pre- 
judicial to  vaccination  generally  than  to 
allow  it  to  go  forth  that  such  cases  have 
occurred  without  any  attempt  to  ascer- 
tain the  truth  of  the  matter. 
Mb.  AETHUE  O'CONNOR  (Done- 

Sily  E.) :  I  admit  that  the  right  hon. 
entleman  has  some  ground  for  com- 
plaining that  I  did  not  give  him  Notice 


of  my  intention  to  bring  forward  the 
question ;  but  I  think  I  may  say  truth- 
fully that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  does 
not  appear  to  have  required  any  Notice 
of  the  matter;  for  I  feel  that  even  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  had  notes 
in  his  possession  he  could  not  have 
given  a  much  more  eflfective  answer  to 
my  proposition  than  he  has  given.  That 
answer  is  drawn  from  the  Reports  of 
the  Medical  Officers ;  but  it  is  a  purely 
hypothetical  answer — namely,  that  if  so- 
and-so  had  been  the  case,  then  that 
something  else  might  have  been  expected 
to  happen.  There  is  nothing  more  sub- 
stantial than  that  in  the  whole  of  this 
Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  ;  and  not  only 
is  that  the  sort  of  statement  we  have 
from  the  Government  Officer,  but  we 
have  the  same  answer  from  other  Medi- 
cal Officers  interested  in  the  matter,  who 
reported  on  the  matter,  and  who  number 
about  1,000.  It  is  quite  true  that  this 
amount  of  money  is  looked  upon  by  the 
public  vaccinators  as  part  of  the  emolu- 
ment to  be  paid  to  them,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  in  addition  to  that  which  they 
draw  from  the  rates.  But  I  object  to  it 
on  the  ground  that  it  is  part  and  parcel 
of  a  vicious  system  which  is  intimately 
connected  with  it,  and  of  which  it  is  one 
of  the  main  springs.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  seems  to  be  satisfied  himself — 
and  most  of  the  Committee  will  be  satis- 
fied with  him — that  the  vaccination  is 
eflfective,  that  it  is  preventive,  or,  at  any 
rate,  protective.  If  so,  let  those  who 
believe  in  vaccination  get  vaccinated ; 
if  they  are  vaccinated,  and  vaccination 
is  a  protection,  then  they  are  saved.  But 
what  right  have  they  to  insist  that  their 
neighbours,  who  have  conscientious  ob- 
jections to  vaccination,  should  also  un- 
dergo the  operation,  although  they  do 
not  believe  in  its  utility  ?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  spoke  of  ** savage  times*' 
before  vaccination  was  instituted.  Now, 
I  really  believe  that  the  day  will  come — 
and  I  hope  it  will  come  soon — when  the 
people  of  this  and  other  countries  will 
look  back  with  amazement  at  the  hor- 
rible fetish  which  seems  to  have  seized 
upon  some  people,  and  is  now  sanctioned 
by  the  law  of  the  land.  With  regard  to 
the  directions  which  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  given  to  the  Boards  of 
Guardians,  and  the  letter  of  instructions 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
quoted,  I  wish  to  observe  that  in  reality 
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these  directioDs  are  not  likely  to  have 
anytbinff  like  direct  control  over  the 
action  or  any  large  number  of  Boards  of 
Guardians  in  the  country.     Many  of  tbe 
Provincial  Boards  of  Guardians  are  im- 
bued with  a  great  deal  of  tbe  spirit  of 
Bumbledom ;  and  when  their  officers  go 
out  and  give  directions  to  poor  people 
to  do  this,  that,  and  the  other,  if  it  is 
done  with  the  sanction  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  it  very  often  happens  that 
however  hard  the  directions  may  be, 
and  however  trying  to  those  who  receive 
them,  the  Board  of  Guardians  show  very 
little  consideration  to  the  feelings  of  the 
people,  and  have  no  compunction  what- 
ever in  putting  in  force,  to  the  very  full, 
what  powers  they  have.     I   maintain 
that  poor  people  require  some  stronger 
protection  than  is  contained  in  that  Cir- 
cular Letter,  and  I  had  hoped  to  hear 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the 
Local  Government  Board  is  prepared  to 
issue  something  a  great  deal  more  strin- 
gent to  the  Local  Authorities  in  order 
that  the  people  I  refer  to  may  be  pro- 
tected.    I  know  it  is  perfectly  true  that 
the  legal    proceedings  taken  in  some 
cases  have  caused  parents  to  get  their 
children  vaccinated  who  otherwise  would 
not  have  done  so ;  but  what  expense  to 
the  parents'  peace  of  mind,  and  what 
misery   must  these  prosecutions    have 
caused  ?    These  poor  people  have  been 
really  exposed  to  one  or  other  of  two 
alternatives  —  they  must   submit   their 
children  to   this  rite  which  they  both 
detest  and  abominate,  or  render  them- 
selves liable  to  legal  proceedings,  which 
occasion  a  considerable  expenditure  of 
money,  and  also  threaten  them  in  the 
immediate  future  with  possible  restraint 
and  imprisonment.     The  result  of  vac- 
cination is  certainly  not  so  satisfactory 
as  many  people  think,  and  I  am  satisfied 
of    this — that    the  Local    Government 
Board,  in  not  restraining  the  hands  of 
the  legal   authorities,    are  causing  an 
amount  of  misery  which  is,  to  a  great 
extent,  preventible,   and  ought  at  no 
time  to  be  made  excessive. 

Mb.  TAPLING  (Leicestershire,  Har- 
borough) :  I  have  the  honour  to  repre- 
sent one  of  the  Divisions  of  Leicester- 
shire, and  the  Committee  will  be  aware 
that  the  town  of  Leicester  is  the  centre 
of  the  anti-vaccination  movement.  Per- 
sonally, I  am  in  favour  of  compulsory 
vaccination ;  but  I  have  fl;iven  a  pledge 
to  my  oonstituents  that  I  will  vote  ^r 

Mr.  Arthur  O^C^nmr 


an  inquiry  into  the  subjeet  of  vaodna- 
tion  if  the  proposal  should  be  made  to 
the  House,  ana  I  now  throw  that  out  as 
a  suggestion  for  the  Government  to  take 
into  consideration.  I  think  that  an  in- 
quiry could  only  be  productive  of  good. 
It  appears  to  me  that  if  vaccination  is  a 
good  thing,  it  can  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  an  inquiry ;  and  if  it  is  wrong,  thea 
the  sooner  it  is  done  away  wim  the 
better.  If  the  inquiry  should  prove,  as 
I  have  no  doubt  it  may,  that  vaccination 
is  a  good  and  beneficial  thing,  then  I 
think  it  would  have  the  effect  of  re- 
moving the  prejudices  which  now  exist 
against  it  in  the  minds  of  people  who  are 
really  conscientious  in  the  view  in  which 
they  take. 

Mr.  W.  a.  M'ARTHUR  (York,  E.E., 
Buckrose) :  I  do  not  think  it  ought  to 
be  supposed  that  every  hon.  Member 
who  opposes  compulsory  vaccination  in- 
this  House  does  not  himself  believe  in 
vaccination.  I  believe  in  vaccination, 
and  have  myself  been  vaccinated ;  but  I 
have  a  strong  opinion  that  Parliament 
has  no  right  to  enforce  a  practice  to 
which  many  thousands  of  people  in 
England  have  well-defined  and  strong 
objections,  and  who  make  it  almost  a 
part  of  their  religion  to  resist  it.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  has  inti* 
mated  that  he  does  not  wish  to  see 
prosecutions  instituted  except  where  it 
can  be  shown  that  snch  prosecutions 
would  be  effective,  and  would  secure 
obedience  to  the  requirements  of  the 
law. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  I  do  not  wish  to  be 
misunderstood.  What  I  said  was  that 
the  Local  Government  Board  put  the 
law  in  force  in  the  hope  that  people 
would  obey  it;  but  I  added  that  we 
Local  Government  Board  would  not  en* 
courage  the  Guardians  in  entering  npon 
a  course  of  persecution  with  a  view  of 
obtaining  that  which  there  was  evexy 
reason  to  believe  they  would  never  ob- 
tain. At  the  same  time,  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  certainly  would  not 
consider  that  they  had  put  in  force  all 
the  powers  vested  in  them,  unless  thej 
took  steps  to  ascertain  whether  a  certain 
amount  of  pressure  would  not  bring 
about  compliance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  law. 

Mr.  W.  a.  M'ABTHUB:  Wonld 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  suggest  that 
fresh  prosecutions  should   be    entered 
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into  after  the  first  proBeoation  has  failed 
to  bring  about  a  satisfactory  result  ? 

Mb.  KITOHTE  :  I  have  already  read 
an  extract  from  the  letter  of  the  Local 
Goremment  Board  to  the  Guardians  of 
the  Eyesham  Union,  which  states  that — 

"It  is  difltincUv  contemplated  by  Article  16 
of  the  Board's  General  Onier  of  the  31st  Oc- 
tober, 1874,  that  independently  of  any  proceed- 
ings which  may  be  taken  against  the  person  in 
fault  under  Section  29  of  the  Vaccination  Act, 
1867,  the  vaccination  officer  shall  be  authorized 
to  take  proceedings  against  him  if  he  continue 
oontunuudous  under  Section  31  of  that  Act/' 

Mb.  W.  a.  M* ARTHUR:  Then  I 
understand  that  the  feeling  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  this — that  if  a  pro- 
secution has  been  entered  into  under 
the  Act,  the  Board  of  Guardians  shall 
have  authority  to  take  proceedings 
in  further  cases  where  there  is  a  con- 
tumacious non-performance  of  the  act 
of  vaccination.  Now,  I  would  suggest 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  should 
allow  a  licence  to  be  taken  out  by  the 
parents  who  are  prepared  to  take  an 
affidavit  that  they  have  conscientious 
objections  to  the  performance  of  vac- 
cination. Many  people  would  be  pre- 
pared to  pay,  if  necessary,  what  would 
virtually  be  a  fine  for  the  non-perform- 
ance of  vaccination  ;  and  this  would  be 
a  much  less  degrading  practice  than 
that  which  now  prevails  of  dragging 
people  before  legal  tribunals  for  the 
non-performance  of  a  rite  to  which  they 
have  strongly-defined  and  conscientious 
objections.  I  may  add  that  in  many 
cases  there  is  .an  impression  that  the 
children  of  poor  people  have  not  been 
vacoinated  with  lymjm  as  pure  and  as 
good  as  that  which  the  children  of  the 
rich  can  procure.  I  think  it  would  be 
possible,  without  clashing  to  any  great 
extent  with  the  existing  law,  to  obviate 
what  is  certainly  regarded  as  a  hardship 
by  persons  who  have  conscientious  ob- 
jections to  vaccination. 

Sib  JOSEPH  M'KENNA  (Monaghan, 
S.)  :  I  have  a  strong  belief  in  the  effi- 
cacy of  vaccination.  I  have  myself  been 
vaccinated  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
and  all  my  children  have  been  vacci- 
nated. Indeed,  there  are  no  more 
stoenuous  advocates  of  the  principle 
than  the  Irish  people,  and  there  is  no 
place  where  vaccination  has  so  very  few 
opponents  as  in  Ireland.  The  question 
now  before  the  Committee,  however, 
does  not  depend  npon  whether  vaccina- 
ti<m  is  good  or  not,  but  whether  we 


ought  not  to  procure,  by  the  exercise  of 
economy,  some  reduction  in  this  item  of 
£16,500.  I  may  point  out  that  neither 
in  Ireland  nor  in  Scotland  has  there 
been  any  such  Supplementary  Vote  as 
is  represented  by  this  sum  of  £16,500 
for  England ;  and  although  I  should  not 
be  prepared  to  press  for  the  entire  dis- 
allowance of  this  grant,  still  I  think  it 
is  well  worth  consideration  whether  the 
system  of  economy,  which  has  succeeded 
so  well  in  Ireland  and  Scotland,  should 
not  be  followed  in  England  also. 

Mr.  MOLLOY  (King's  Co.,  Birr) :  I 
regret  that  I  cannot  agree  with  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  East  Donegal 
(Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor)  in  the  proposal 
he  has  made,  because  I  believe  that 
vaccination  is  one  of  the  greatest  bless- 
ings of  modern  days.  Nor  can  I  agree 
in  the  suggestion  made  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Yorkshire  (Mr.  W.  A.  M*Arthur) 
that  licences  should  be  granted  to  those 
heads  of  families  who  have  an  objection 
to  vaccination  itself.  It  should  be  re- 
membered that  there  is  a  second  party 
to  that  consideration — and  that  is  the 
general  public.  Personally,  I  am  strongly 
in  favour  of  vaccination;  and  I  think 
that  if  people  were  released  from  the 
Compulsory  Clauses  of  the  Act  it  might 
be  the  means  of  introducing  infectious 
diseases  into  the  very  house  in  which  I 
live.  I  have  no  doubt  there  is  a  very 
great  objection,  and  a  conscientious  ob- 
jection, among  a  great  number  of  the 
people  of  this  country  in  regard  to  vacci- 
nation, and  I  believe  that  it  arises  to 
a  great  extent  from  the  fact  that  the 
lymph  which  is  supplied  is  impure. 
Whatever  the  case  may  be,  there  is, 
undoubtedly,  a  conscientious  objection 
among  a  large  class  of  persons  in  the 
country  to  compulsory  vaccination  ;  and 
yet  I  am  of  those  who  are  prepared 
to  maintain  vaccination  even  in  its  com- 
pulsory form.  I  think  it  would  be  well 
to  make  an  effort  to  convert  people  who 
object  to  it  to  my  way  of  thinking,  and 
to  get  them  to  recognize  the  extreme 
value  of  the  principle,  the  validity  of 
which  modern  science  is  confirming.  I 
see  no  reason  why  an  inquiry  should  not 
be  made.  It  is  all  very  well  to  say  that 
we  cannot  inquire  into  the  matter  be- 
cause we  have  already  settled  it.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  at  the  time  it 
was  settled  we  had  the  mind  of  the 
public  with  us.  Circumstances  ni^y  have 
changed  since,  and  public  opinion  may 
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have  veered  round  in  the  matter.  There 
are  certainly  a  large  number  of  people 
who  are  conscientiously  opposed  to  com- 
pulsory vaccination.  Therefore  I  think 
that  an  inquiry  may  be  valuable  in  con- 
verting those  who  are  opposed  to  us 
by  giving  them  further  proofs  of  the 
importance  of  vaccination.  I  myself 
looked  into  the  matter  somewhat  seri- 
ously some  years  ago,  and  I  became  ab- 
solutely convinced  by  the  evidence  which 
was  placed  before  me.  I  believe  that 
others  would  be  similarly  convinced  if 
the  facts  of  the  case  were  clearly  made 
known.  There  is  no  reason  whatever 
why  an  inquiry  should  not  take  place. 
The  present  Government  is  a  Govern- 
ment of  Inquiry — a  Government  of  Com- 
missions, and  a  little  Commission  more 
or  lees  is  not  likely  to  injure  the  sta- 
bility of  the  Government.  It  will  satisfy 
a  large  number  of  those  who  have  helped 
to  keep  the  Government  in  power ;  and 
I  think  it  would  be  a  very  desirable  ex- 
tension of  that  policy  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  which  takes  the  form  of 
the  appointment  of  little  Commissions. 

Mr.  BRADLAUGH  (Northampton) : 
The  Committee  seems  unaware  that 
at  present  the  practice  prevails  of 
licensing  persons  who  object  to  vac- 
cination. At  the  present  moment  any 
person  who  can  afford  to  pay  the 
fines  imposed  escapes  the  Vaccina- 
tion Law.  Those  persons  who  pay  the 
fines  obtain  an  immunity,  while  those 
who  cannot  do  so  are  sent  to  gaol.  The 
law,  therefore,  is  inoperative  against 
the  rich,  and  oppressive  against  the 
poor.  I  have  a  case  in  my  own  mind  in 
which  an  hon.  Member  of  this  House — 
a  very  much  respected  Member — was 
summoned  for  the  non-vaccination  of  his 
child.  Probably  because  he  was  a  Mem- 
ber of  this  House  he  was  let  off  with  one 
insignificant  fine,  and  has  never  been 
troubled  since  ;  whereas  another  person, 
who  did  not  occupy  the  same  social  posi- 
tion, has  been  fined  more  than  30  times, 
and  even  sent  to  gaol.  I  believe  that 
there  is  an  enormous  feeling  arising  in 
the  country  against  this  system  of  perse- 
cution. I  do  not  think  it  right  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  Committee  by  discussing 
the  merits  of  vaccination ;  but,  seeing 
that  the  operation  of  the  law  has  been 
made  most  oppressive,  I  shall  support 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Donegal 
Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor)  if  he  goes  to  a 
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Mb.  L  ABOUOHERE  (NorOiampion) : 
I  do  not  exactly  understand  what  the 
arrangement  proposed  by  the  President 
of  the  Local  Gfovemment  Board  is.  Are 
we  to  understand  that  any  person  who 
can  obtain  a  certificate — any  person  who 
has  a  conscientious  objection  to  his  chil- 
dren being  vaccinated,  after  he  has  onoe 
been  fined,  is  not  to  be  subjected  to  any 
further  prosecution  ?  I  maintain  that 
you  destroy  the  principle  of  insisting 
upon  vaccination  when  yon  say  that  a 
person  who  is  able  to  pay  the  fine  shall 
not  have  his  child  vaccinated.  The  hon. 
Member  for  King's  County  (Mr.  Mollc^) 
supports  compulsory  vaccination  on  tne 
ground  that  small-pox  may  be  intro- 
duced into  his  own  establishment ;  bnt 
as  he  happens  to  have  been  yaocinated 
himself,  together  with  all  his  family,  I 
do  not  see  now  that  circumstance  ought 
to  influence  him. 

Mb.  H.  SMITH-WRIGHT  (Netting- 
ham,  S.)  :  As  a  Representative  of  a 
large  Midland  town,  I  wish  to  say  that 
the  question  of  vaccination  is  one  which 
excited  a  great  deal  of  feeling  at  the 
time  of  the  last  Election.  I  am,  myself, 
in  favour  of  vaccination  ;  and  I  felt  that 
I  could  not  altogether  give  way  on  the 
subject  in  the  course  of  my  electioneering 
campaign.  I  believe  that  vaccination  is 
essential  in  order  to  secure  the  good  of 
the  country,  and  I  have  applied  myself 
to  the  task  of  inquiry.  A  point  raised 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Donegal 
(Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor)  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  (Mr.  Brad- 
laugh)  is  why  those  who  object  to  vacci- 
nation should  not  be  allowed  to  be  ex- 
empted from  it.  My  reply  to  that  is 
that  those  who  are  in  favour  of  vaccina- 
tion do  not  claim  that  vaccination  gives 
complete  security.  It  is  very  well  known 
that  persons  who  have  measles  are  gene- 
rally exempt  thereafter ;  but,  neverthe- 
less, it  is  possible  to  have  measles  even 
a  second  time.  It  is  well  known,  in  the 
same  way,  that  there  may  be  a  second 
attack  of  small-pox.  Therefore,  if  we 
were  to  prevent  any  large  body  of  the 
people  of  the  country  from  being  vac- 
cinated, they  would  thus  constitute  a 
nucleiis  for  the  spread  of  the  disease,  to 
some  extent,  at  all  events,  among  those 
who  had  been  vaccinated.  I  would  ask 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Donegal  to 
look  back  to  the  state  of  things  that 
existed  100  years  ago.  At  that  time 
I  there  was  scarcely  a  Royal  Family  in 
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Eoiope  in  which  one  or  two  of  its  Mem- 
bers were  not  marked  with  small-pox. 
It  was  quite  the  exception  in  those  days 
for  anyone  to  be  free  from  the  marks  of 
small-pox,  and  anybody  who  was  not 
marked  was  considered  to  be  an  absolute 
beauty.  Now,  we  have  no  wish  to  recur 
to  that  state  of  things.  This  is  a  very 
grave  question,  and  no  doubt  there  is  a 
great  oeal  of  feeling  upon  it.  As  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr. 
Bradlaugh)  has  said,  there  is  one  law 
for  the  rich  and  another  for  the  poor, 
seeing  that  one  is  able  to  pay  the  £ne 
without  much  inconvenience,  whereas 
the  other  is  put  to  great  straits,  and 
even  compelled  to  undergo  imprison- 
ment. I  myself  feel  the  force  of  that 
argument,  and  during  the  late  Election 
campaign  I  advocated  the  making  of 
imprisonment  universal,  and  doing  away 
with  fines  altogether.  The  consequence 
was  that  for  a  month  the  walls  of  Not- 
tingham were  placarded  with  the  an- 
nouncement that  **  Mr.  Smith-Wright 
wishes  to  imprison  the  working  man  for 
not  being  vaccinated."  That  is  all  I 
got  out  of  my  proposal.  I  feel  sure  that 
the  Government  will  give  this  matter 
their  best  attention,  and  will  see  that 
the  powers  of  compulsory  vaccination 
are  exercised  with  every  care  and  with 
every  possible  consideration  for  the  feel- 
ings of  those  who  object  to  it. 

Mb.  RITCHIE :  A  number  of  sugges- 
tions have  been  thrown  out  in  the  course 
of  the  discussion  on  this  Vote  to  which  I 
should  like  to  make  a  reply.  One  hon. 
Member  intimated  that  the  Government 
have  thrown  out  some  hope  that  certifi- 
cates may  be  granted  to  persons  who 
have  a  conscientious  objection  to  vacci- 
nation. I  do  not  know  where  the  hon. 
Member  obtained  his  information.  The 
granting  of  a  certificate  was  mentioned, 
but  certainly  not  by  me.  As  far  as  the 
Gk>v6mment  are  concerned,  I  am  obliged 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  the  suggestion 
he  has  thrown  out;  but  it  is  not  one  that 
oould  be  entertained  for  a  single  moment 
— namely,  that  a  certificate  should  be 
nven  to  any  person  who  broke  the  law. 
The  hon.  Member  himself  will  see  how 
impossible  it  would  be  for  any  Govern- 
ment to  adopt  such  a  proposal.  The  hon. 
Member  for  King's  County  fMr.  Molloy ), 
and  also  the  hon.  Member  lor  Leicester- 
shire (Mr.  Tapling),  have  suggested  that 
we  should  grant  an  inquiry,  and  the  hon. 
Ibmbnr  for  King's  County  added  that 


we  were  essentially  a  Government  of 
Inquiry,  and  therefore  that  it  would 
come  well  within  our  duties.  No  doubt, 
we  are  a  Government  of  Inquiry,  where 
inquiry  is  necessary  in  order  to  obtain 
information  which  we  do  not  possess ; 
but  we  are  not  a  Government  of  Inquiry 
in  order  to  obtain  information  which  we 
do  possess.  If  there  is  one  subject  on 
which  the  Government  possess  accurate 
information  more  than  another  it  is  upon 
the  subject  of  vaccination ;  and  thereforo 
Her  Majesty's  Ministers  could  not  con- 
sent to  any  Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the 
Vaccination  Laws,  not  because  they  fear 
the  result  of  an  inquiry,  but  because, 
while  on  the  one  hand  they  do  not  be- 
lieve the  inquiry  would  have  the  least 
effect  in  removing  the  objections  of 
those  who  at  present  resist  the  law,  on 
the  other  hand  it  might  have  the 
effect  of  implying  doubts  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  which  the  Govern- 
ment do  not  possess  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree. I  may  add  that  only  two  years 
ago  an  exhaustive  inquiry  was  made 
by  the  Statistical  Society,  not  only  into 
cases  arising  in  this  country,  but  all  over 
the  world,  and  they  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  benefits  of  vaccination 
were  undoubted.  One  matter  has  been 
mentioned  with  which  I  have  a  consider- 
able amount  of  sympathy.  An  hon. 
Gentleman  stated  that  poor  people  ob- 
jected to  the  lymph  which  is  supplied. 
I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  the 
Government  have  an  establishment  al- 
ready in  existence  where  pure  lymph 
can  be  obtained  bymedical  practitioners, 
and  it  may  become  a  question  whether 
or  not  such  establishments  should  not 
be  extended.  If  the  Government  can 
do  anything  in  that  way  to  destroy  the 
prejudice  which  undoubtedly  does  exist 
in  the  minds  of  some  people  they  will  be 
most  happy  to  consider  the  question. 

Mr.  SHEEHY  (Galway,  8.):  The 
hon.  Member  for  East  Donegal  (Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor)  has  called  attention  to 
the  fact  that  a  grant  from  the  public 
funds  of  £16,500  appears  in  this  Esti- 
mate for  the  encouragement  of  vaccina- 
tion in  England.  No  explanation  is 
given  of  it ;  and  I  would  only  ask  why, 
if  this  pecuniary  reward  is  necessary 
in  England  for  the  encouragement  of 
vaccination,  a  similar  reward  is  not 
granted  to  Ireland  and  Scotland  ?  If  it 
is  necessary  that  this  sum  should  be 
given  to  English  practitioners  for  sue- 
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cessful  vaocination  in  order  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  disease,  is  it  not  also 
necessary  that  something  should  be 
given  to  prevent  the  spread  of  disease 
in  Scotland  and  Ireland  ?  The  hon. 
Member  for  East  Donegal  has  shown 
how  the  grant  has  jumped  from  £2,000 
a-year  to  £16,500,  and  how  there  has 
been  an  increase  this  year  of  £900.  No 
explanation  has  been  given  by  the 
Government  of  tbis  increase.  As  to  the 
merits  of  vaccination  I  would  not  ven- 
ture to  speak  ;  but  it  strikes  me  as  some- 
what extraordinary  that  we  should  be 
told  that  small-pox  can  be  prevented 
by  vaccination,  and  yet  that  small-pox 
should,  nevertheless,  be  so  rife.  Why 
not  deal  with  other  zymotic  diseases  in 
the  same  way  ?  Why  not  require  the 
public  to  be  vaccinated  as  a  preventive 
against  rabies  ?  I  think  it  is  a  power- 
ful argument  in  favour  of  those  who 
entertain  conscientious  scruples  against 
vaccination  that  if  a  man  believes  in  it 
he  has  only  to  provide  that  he  himself 
and  his  family  shall  undergo  the  ordeal 
in  order  to  protect  himself.  Under 
such  circumstances,  why  should  the  man 
who  has  obtained  security  for  himself 
object  to  give  full  force  to  the  conscien- 
tious scruples  of  another  man  who  enter- 
tains conscientious  objections  to  vaccina- 
tion, and  refuses  either  to  be  vaccinated 
himself  or  allow  his  children  to  undergo 
the  operation? 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid):  I 
have  listened  with  great  attention  to 
an  extremely  interesting  debate  on  this 
great  question  of  vaccination,  and  I  am 
certain  that  the  result  of  the  debate  has 
been  most  satisfactory.  I  was  rather 
astonished,  at  the  outset,  that  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  East  Donegal 
(Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor)  should  object 
altogether  to  vaccination,  because  I  think 
that  anybody  who  will  take  the  trouble 
to  inquire  into  the  past  history  of  vacci- 
nation and  the  beneficial  results  which 
it  has  brought  about — the  great  and 
material  blessings  which  it  has  con- 
ferred upon  humanity — cannot  fail  to  be 
struck  with  the  enormous  progress  it 
has  made  and  the  great  success  which 
has  attended  it.  Not  only  does  my  hon. 
Friend  object  to  vaccination  as  a  pre- 
ventive of  small-pox,  but  he  objects  to 
it  on  the  ground  that  it  is  a  pregnant 
source  of  the  poisoning  of  healthy  chil- 
dren. Now,  Sir,  I  am  perfectly  well 
acquainted  with  more  than  one  ease  in 
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which  vaccination  certainly -did  poiaon 
healthy  children  ;  but  the  difficulties  the 
people  and  medical  men  have  to  deal 
with  in  treating  cases  of  vaccination  are 
two -fold — in   the  first  place,  the  virus 
matter  must  be  pure^  and  must  not  be 
used  in  too  strong  or  too  concentrated  a 
form;  and,secondly,the  child  who  is  to  be 
operated  upon  must  not  suffer  from  any 
debilitating   or  constitutional   malady. 
Unfortunately,  in  dealing  with  vaccina- 
tion, many  people  have  arrived  Ht  the 
impression  that  due  care  is  not  takea 
in   selecting  the  lymph,  and  that  seri- 
ous complications  arise  in  consequence. 
Now,  anyone  who  has  inquired  into  the 
subject  must    know  the    serious   risk 
which  a  child  runs  who  is  vaccinated 
from    lymph  taken  directly  from  the 
calf.   It  is  found,  however,  that  when  a 
healthy  child  has  been  successfully  vac- 
cinated from  lymph  taken  from  the  calf, 
the  vaccine  matter  taken  from  that  child 
will    successfully  vaccinate  any   other 
child  in  turn,  and  thus  pass  on  the  ad- 
vantages of  vaccination  from  child  to 
child,  so  that  the  same  beneficial  results 
may  be  obtained  by  a  child  to  whom 
the  lymph  has  been  transmitted  even  in 
the  10,000th  degree,  the  result  being 
quite  as  successful  as  that  which  was 
produced  in  the  case  of  the  child  who 
was  vaccinated  directly  from  the  calf. 
I  think  this  fact  shows  that  at  the  pre- 
sent time  there  must  be  faults  in  dealing 
with  the  system  of  vaccination,  and  that 
it  does  not  require    medical   skill  or 
knowledge  to  deal  with  vaccination.    It 
is  patent  that  any  child  can  be  success- 
fully vaccinated  with  lymph  ti^en  from 
another  child  without  being  subjected 
to  that  source  of  danger  which  is  in* 
curred  by  a  child  directly  vaccinated 
from  the  calf.     My  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  King's  County  (Mr.  MoUoy) 
says  that  it  would  be  a  very  good  thing 
if  a  Commission  were  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  question  of  vaccination. 
I  quite  agree  with  him,  and  fully  endorse 
what  he  has  said  ;  but  I  know  perfectly 
well  that  in  England — it  has  not  been 
so  in  Ireland — there  is  in  the  present 
day  an  outcry  against  vaccination  which 
has  been  taken  up  in  a  practical  fornn 
by  gentlemen  who  have  formed  them- 
selves into  anAnti-Yaccination  Society — 
a  Society  which  is  even  representea  at 
the  present  day  by  a  journal.     The  re- 
sult of  this  combined  effort  against  vae- 
cination  on  the  part  of  no  inoonsider* 
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able  portion  of  the  public  has  tended  to 
create  discontent,  and  many  persons 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  in 
allowing  their  children  to  be  vaccinated 
they  may  possibly  incur  a  g^ave  risk.  In 
cases  where  children  die  while  suffering 
from  the  effects  of  vaccination  the  death 
is  put  down  to  vaccination  and  nothing 
else  ;  whereas,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten, 
the  death  occurs  from  other  causes  and 
complications.  If,  therefore,  a  Commit- 
tee or  a  Commission  were  appointed,  as 
asked  for  by  my  hon.  Friend,  to  inquire 
into  the  present  state  of  the  question  of 
vaccination,  I  think  it  would  be  doing 
good  service,  because  vaccination,  like 
every  other  branch  of  medical  science, 
is  not  at  a  standstill.  It  is  progressive, 
and  vaccination  at  the  present  day  ought 
to  make  some  advance  upon  the  system 
which  was  in  vogue  some  years  ago. 
But  that  is  not  the  only  point  to  which 
I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  Her 
Majesty's  Qovemment.  There  is  an- 
other point  which  I  think  will  justify  me 
in  urging  that  the  appointment  of  a 
Commission  of  Inquiry  would  be  ad- 
vantageous  to  the  country.  It  has  been 
found  that  the  child  of  a  father  who 
has  been  vaccinated  without  being  vac- 
cinated in  turn  will  not  get  the  small- 
pox in  the  same  virulent  form  as  the 
child  of  a  non-vaccinated  father  would 
be  likely  to  receive  it.  That  points  to  the 
value  of  the  system  of  inoculation,  al- 
though there  may  have  been  a  break  in 
it  for  several  generations.  Children 
even  of  the  third  and  fourth  generation 
have  received  the  benefit  of  the  vaccina- 
tion undergone  by  their  ancestors,  and 
are  certainTy  not  so  prone  to  be  attacked 
with  the  dreadful  malady  of  small-pox 
as  even  children  of  the  second  genera- 
tion. Therefore  it  is  believed  that  gradu- 
ally as  we  go  on  from  generation  to  gene- 
ration the  receipt  for  vaccination  will 
become  proportionately  less.  Instead  of 
the  g^eat  outlay  which  is  now  incurred  in 
supplying  vaccine  lymph  and  in  remu- 
neratuig  the  public  vaccinators  being 
prog^ressive  and  getting  larger  it  ought 
to  be  gradually  g^wing  less.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  the  system  of  inoculation 
practised  at  the  present  day  has  its 
OTiemies  as  well  as  its  friends.  The 
OTiAiiiies  of  vaccination  have  an  idea  that 
the  world  has  gone  mad  in  its  efforts  to 
extiipate  disease  by  resorting  to  inocu- 
latioii.  Even  "  pigocolation  "  has  been 
adopted  tat  the  Tacdnation  of  children 


for  the  measles.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  people  of  the  United  Kingdom 
have  acquired  many  advantages  from 
vaccination,  and  I  sincerely  trust  that 
the  system  will  be  carried  out  to  the 
fullest  extent.  I  hope  also  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  will  con- 
sent to  the  appointment  of  a  Commis- 
sion to  inquire  into  the  present  state  of 
vaccination,  and  also  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther the  expense  already  incurred  in 
connection  with  vaccination  may  not  be 
cut  down.  There  is  another  point  to 
which  I  wish  also  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  some  detail,  entered 
into  the  benefits  of  vaccination  ;  but  in 
speaking  of  those  benefits  he  omitted 
to  mention  that  in  Ireland  we  are  pro- 
vided with  no  centre  of  vaccination 
whatever.  Ireland,  be  it  remembered, 
contributes  to  the  Imperial  taxation, 
and  helps  to  supply  a  portion  of  the 
amount  that  is  provided  in  this  Estimate 
for  the  remuneration  of  public  vaccina- 
tors in  England  ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
there  is  no  vaccination  depot  in  Ireland, 
and,  what  is  still  worse,  we  have  no 
public  vaccinators.  Of  course,  there 
are  in  Ireland  a  great  number  of  dis- 
pensary doctors — doctors  of  dispensary 
districts — which  I  believe  is  a  system 
which  does  not  prevail  in  England. 
These  doctors  are  looked  upon  as  public 
vaccinators ;  and  it  was  understood  to 
have  been  suggested  by  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  the 
year  before  last,  that  that  should  be 
their  position.  Unfortunately,  that 
position  has  never  been  recognized,  and 
the  certificates  which  are  given  by  these 
dispensary  doctors  in  Ireland  are  not 
recognized  in  England  as  certificates 
from  a  public  vaccinator.  The  conse- 
quence is  that  in  order  to  fulfil  the  func- 
tions of  a  public  vaccinator  Irish  stu- 
dents are  required  to  take  out  a  diploma 
from  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in 
London,  and  even  then  the  certificates 
which  are  granted  in  Ireland  are  not 
looked  upon  in  this  country  as  sufficient, 
because  they  have  not  been  supplied  by 
a  legal  public  vaccinator.  We  regard 
this  in  Ireland  as  a  standing  injustice ; 
and  I  think  we  may  not  unreasonably 
hope  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  will  take  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  into  considerationi  and  either 
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have  public  vaccinators  appointed  in 
Ireland  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out 
there,  in  the  same  way  as  in  England, 
the  duties  proscribed  by  the  Statute,  or 
else  provide  that  the  certificate  granted 
by  a  dispensary  doctor  in  Ireland  shall 
have  the  same  efiFect  as  that  granted  by 
a  public  vaccinator  in  England. 

Mr.  E.  HAREINGTON  (Kerry,  W.) : 
I  wish  to  explain  the  vote  that  I  intend 
to  give  on  the  Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  East  Donegal  (Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor).  Personally,  I  have 
a  firm  belief  in  vaccination  ;  but  I  can- 
not ignore  the  fact  that  there  are  a  great 
number  of  persons  in  this  country  who 
do  not  believe  in  it ;  therefore,  I  am  of 
opinion  that,  as  the  present  Government 
is  a  Government  of  examination  and  in- 
quiry, they  might  reasonably  allow  an 
inquiry  into  this  very  important  ques- 
tion. I  intend  to  vote  with  my  hon. 
Friend ;  but  simply  as  a  matter  of 
courtesy  in  consequence  of  the  refusal 
of  the  Government  to  grant  an  inquiry. 
The  reply  wbich  was  given  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  the  request 
which  has  been  made  for  an  inquiry  was 
that  the  Government  of  the  day  declined 
to  grant  an  inquiry  into  things  that  are 
already  known.  Nevertheless,  in  our 
opinion,  the  Government  have  already 
intimated  their  intention  to  inquire  into 
things  as  perfectly  well  known  and  es- 
tablished as  the  fact  that  the  sun  shines 
at  noonday.  I  may  further  say  that  the 
Government  itself  has  already  been  vac- 
cinated, and  the  lymph  with  which  they 
have  been  vaccinated  as  a  protective 
against  the  rush  of  Radicalism  is  the 
lymph  which  has  been  taken  from  the 
'*  three  acres  and  a  cow."  I  shall  vote 
with  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
East  Donegal,  not  because  I  have  any 
doubt  as  to  the  value  of  vaccination, 
but  because  I  protest  against  the  atti- 
tude of  the  Government  in  refusing  to 
grant  an  inquiry. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Long) 
(Wilts,  Devizes) :  I  may  remind  the 
lion.  Member  that  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  promised  in  the  early  part  of  the 
evening  that  arrangements  would  be 
made  for  an  issue  of  certificates  from 
Dublin.  Attention  has  been  called  to 
the  considerable  increase  which  has 
Utken  place  in  this  grant.    I  may,  how- 
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ever,  point  out  that  during  the  last  four 
years  the  sum  asked  has  been  £16,000. 
That  sum,  however,  has  been  invariablj 
exceeded ;  and,  therefore,  it  has  been 
deemed  expedient  to  ask  for  the  sum 
which  will,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board, 
be  actually  expended.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  it  is  not  anticipated  that  the 
annual  expenditure  this  year  will  in* 
volve  any  increase  upon  the  expendi- 
ture of  last  year ;  ana  in  asking  for  a 
sum  which  will  cover  the  real  expendi- 
ture the  Government  think  thej  are 
introducing  a  principle  which  dionld 
deserve  the  support  and  encouragement 
of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  W.  a.  MACDONALD  (Queen's 
Co. ,  Ossory) :  I  have  been  much  surprised 
and  disconcerted  at  the  tone  which  the 
Government  have  taken  in  reference  to 
this  matter.     There  is  no  doubt  what- 
ever that  at  least  a  considerable  section 
of  intelligent  and  fairly  educated  people 
in  this  country  have  a  very  strong  ob- 
jection to  vaccination ;  and  it  seems  to 
me  no  argument  to  reply  to  this  Tolnme 
of  public  opinion — **  We  know  all  about 
the  matter  already,  and  we  will  not 
sanction  any  inquiry  into  it."     As  long 
as  this  volume  of  public  opinion  against 
vaccination  exists  it  must  necessarily  be 
met|  and  the  only  way  to  meet  it  is  bj 
an  inquiry,  which  those  who  object  to 
vELCcination  will  regard  as  thoroughly 
impartial.    If  you  converse  with  people 
who   are  opposed  to    vaccination  you 
will  find  them  invariably  assert  that 
evidence  which  is  given   in  favour  of 
vaccination    is    tainted    evidence— that 
is,  evidence  given  by  the  medical  prac- 
titioners who  have   an  interest  in  the 
matter.  That  is  wliat  they  say — ^namely, 
that  the  medical  practitioners  have  an 
interest  in  upholding  the  present  system, 
and  that  that  interest  depends  upon  the 
very  Vote  which  the  Committee  is  now 
asked  to  sanction.     Now,  it  seems  to  me 
that  if  a  Government  inquiry  were  set 
on  foot  by  a  Commission  or  otherwise* 
which  would  really  be  of  an  impartial 
character,  and  which  would  be  above 
the  suspicion   of  unfairness,  it    would 
have  a  veiy  considerable  effect  in  calm- 
ing the  public  mind  upon  this  question, 
and  making  the  path  of  future  Ooyem- 
ments  both  clear  and  easy.    And  if,  as 
I  think  is  very  likely  to  be  the  case,  it 
should  be  proved  that  the  present  system 
is  upon  the  whole  right,  and  that  oom- 
I  pulsbxy  vaocination  is  good  for  the  oom* 
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munitj,  we  should  be  able  to  set  at  rest 
a  question  which  has  been  disturbing 
the  peace  of  the  public  mind  for  year 
after  year,  leading  to  continual  discus- 
sions in  this  House,  resulting  in  a  great 
many  people  breaking  the  law,  and 
placing  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
considerable  difficulties  as  to  how  they 
may  best  be  able  to  maintain  the  law. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  would 
most  earnestly  press  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, from  the  point  of  view  of  settling 
this  question  satisfactorily,  that  they 
should  grant  such  an  inquiry  as  has 
been  asked  for.  At  the  same  time,  I  do 
not  feel  so  strongly  on  this  matter  as  to 
be  able  to  vote  with  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  East  Donegal  (Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor),  and  therefore  I  shall  not  give 
my  vote  on  this  question  at  all.  I  am 
satisfied  that  his  arguments,  which  I  am 
sure  are  advanced  in  the  most  conscien- 
tious spirit,  are  abundantly  sufficient  to 
justify  an  inquiry. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  wish  to 
call  attention  to  the  salaries  of  two  of 
the  Gt>vernment  Secretaries — the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Local  Government  Board  and 
the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade. 
The  salary  of  the  Parliamentary  Secre- 
tary to  the  Local  Government  Board  is, 
I  see,  fixed  at  £2,500  a-year,  whereas  if 
we  turn  back  to  the  salary  already  voted 
for  the  Board  of  Trade  it  is  fixed  at 
£1,200  a-year.     Now,  I  find  that  both 
of  these  salaries,  until  last  year,  stood  at 
£1,500  a-piece,  and  that  they  were  then 
reduced  to  £1,200 ;  and  before  we  pro- 
ceed any  further  with  the  Vote  I  want  a 
clear  explanation  from  the  Government 
why  they  are  continuing  to  pay  £1,500 
to  the  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the 
Local    Government    Board    and    only 
£1,200  a-year  to  the  Parliamentary  Se- 
cretary to  the  Board  of  Trade  ?    I  have 
nerer  heard  any  hon.  Member  contend 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  has 
more  to  do  than  the  Board  of  Trade.   If 
in  a  ooontry  like  England  any  compari- 
son is  to  be  made,  it  must  be  admitted 
that  the  Board  of  Trade  is  entitled  to 
have  its  officials  more  highly  paid  than 
those  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 
If  I  am  correctly  informed,  we  have  here 
eridsooe  of  a  yery  unsavoury  job.   I  am 
disposed  to  admit  the  present  Govern* 


ment  are  not  responsible  for  it,  and  I 
have  no  fault  to  find  with  them  in  re- 
gard to  it.    Least  of  all  am  I  inclined  to 
find  fault  with  the  present  Parliamen- 
tary Secretary.     But  what  has  occurred, 
so  far  as  my  information  goes,  is  this. 
Some  time  ago  it  was  arranged  that  the 
salaries  of  these  two  officials — the  Secre- 
taries to  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the 
Local  Government    Board— should    be 
fixed  at  £1,200  a-yeax.     But  a  rather 
distinguished   Gentleman — now  repre- 
senting the  Bordesley  Division  of  Bir- 
mingham (Mr.  Jesse  Ceilings) — whose 
name  was  identified  with  the  ^^  three 
acres  and  a  cow  "  was  appointed  to  the 
position  of  Parliamentary  Secretary  to 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  he 
seems  to  have  discovered  that  £1,200 
a-year  was  not  sufficient  for  the  bril- 
liancy of  the  genius  and  services  he 
brought  to  bear  in  support  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government;  but  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  at  that 
time  was  a  Cabinet  Minister,  and  a  per- 
sonal friend  of  the  hon.  Member,  and 
it  is  said  that  through  the  influence  of 
that  Cabinet  Minister  the  original  ar- 
rangement was  broken  through,  and  that 
the  salary  of  £  1 ,  500  a-year  was  continued 
to  the   Secretary  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.     Well,  the  salary  of  the 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  was  re- 
duced in   strict  accordance    with    that 
understanding  to  £1,200  a-year.    There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  was  an  equally  able 
and  acQomplished  official ;  but  he  does 
not  seem  to  have  possessed  the  influence 
of  the  Secretary  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  and  therefore  his  salary  re- 
mained at  £1,200  a-year.     Now,  Sir,  I 
regard  this  transaction  as  most  discredit- 
able, and  I  think  that  we  have  a  right 
to  ask  that  the  salary  of  the  Secretary  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  shall  be 
reduced,  so  that  the  remuneration  paid 
to  these  two  officers  shall  be  equal.     I 
think  it  is  highly  disrespectful  that  be- 
cause the  hon.  Member  for  the  Bordesley 
Division  of  Birmingham  (Mr.  Jesse  Col- 
lings)   happened    to    have    a  personal 
friend  in  the  Cabinet  his  salary  should 
have  been  raised  by  £300  a-year,  whereas 
that  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  should  have  been  left  at  £1,200. 
Unless    I   get  a  satisfactory  explana- 
tion of  this  matter    I  shall  certainly 
move  to  reduce  the  Vote  by  the  sum  of 
£300. 
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Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

**That  a  mm,  not  exceeding  £17'5,6o6,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
nccesiary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year 
ending  on  the  Gist  day  of  March  1887,  for 
the  Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Local  Go- 
yemment  Board,  including  rarioas  Grants  in 
Aid  of  Local  Taxation."— (Jfr.  IHilon.) 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolph  Chukchiij.) 
(Paddington,  S.):  I  should  have  hoped 
that  the  hon.  Member  who  has  brought 
forward  this  question  woiild  have  satis- 
fied himself  with  facts,  and  not  have 
drawn,  as  he  has  done,  upon  his  imagi- 
nation. In  this  particular  case  he  is  al- 
together in  error,  and  the  explanation  I 
have  to  give  in  regard  to  it  is  this. 
When  the  Estimate  was  originally  framed 
by  the  late  Government  the  salary  for  the 
Parliamentary  Secretaryship  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  was  placed  at  £  1 ,500 
a-year,  an  amount  at  which  it  had  stood 
for  a  long  time — I  believe  ever  since  the 
establishment  of  the  Board  of  1854. 
That  being  so,  the  actual  figures  in  the 
Estimate  have  been  altered.  But  these 
are  the  facts  of  the  case.  When  the  late 
Prime  Minister  appointed  the  late  Se- 
cretarv  to  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the 
late  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  he  msule  it  a  condition  that  the 
salaries  for  both  of  those  Offices  should 
be  reduced  to  £1,200  a-year.  The  hon. 
Member  for  the  Bordesley  Division  of 
Birmingham  (Mr.  Jesse  CoUings)  was 
appointed  Secretary  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  before  the  arrangement  to  re- 
duce the  salaries  was  made.  This  is  why 
the  salary  of  £1,500  was  paid  to  him;  but 
it  will  not  be  paid  to  the  present  Secre- 
tary to  the  IxKjal  Government  Board, 
because  the  arrangement  made  by  the 
late  Prime  Minister  is  still  in  force,  al- 
though I  must  confess  that  I  am  unable 
to  see  the  advantage  which  the  late 
Prime  Minister  aimed  at  in  making 
these  rather  small  reductions  in  official 
salaries.  I  am  not  prepared  to  depart 
from  the  decision  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  came  to  ;  and,  therefore,  the 
salaries  of  these  two  Parliamentary  Se- 
cretaries have  been  reduced  to  £1,200 
a-year.  They  still  remain  at  £1,200 
a-year,  and  the  balance  of  £300  in  each 
case  will  be  paid  into  the  Exchequer. 
Of  course,  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  under- 
stand that  I  have  absolutely  no  know- 
ledge whatever  of  anything  which  has 
taken  place  between  the  late  President 
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of  the  Local  Government  Board,  the  riffht 
hon.  Member  for  West  Birmingham  (Mr. 
Chamberlain),  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Bordesley  Division  of  Birmingham 
(Mr.  Jesse  Ceilings)  as  to  the  salary  of 
the  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  nor  had  I  thooght 
it  any  matter  of  concern  to  the  House. 
All  I  have  to  say  is  that  the  arrange 
ment  which  the  late  Gt>vemment  made 
in  regard  to  these  two  salaries  will  be 
carried  out,-  and  that  the  Secretary  to 
the  Local  Government  Board,  like  the 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  will 
only  receive  a  salary  of  £1,200  a-year. 
It  is  not  necessary,  therefore,  to  subinit 
the  Amendment  which  the  hon.  Member 
for  Mayo  has  proposed. 

Mr.  BORLASE  (Cornwall,  St.  Aus- 
tell) :  What  the  noble  Lord  has  stated 
is  entirely  correct.  When  the  late  Prime 
Minister  asked  me  to  become  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Local  Government  Board  he 
mentioned  to  me  that  the  salary  would 
be  at  the  rate  of  £1,200  a-year.  I  had 
previously  seen  statements  in  the  news- 
papers to  the  effect  that  the  salaries  for 
the  Parliamentary  Secretaryships  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  were  to  be  reduced  from 
£1,500  to  £1,200  a-year.  Under  those 
conditions,  and  without  making  any 
comment  upon  them,  because  I  did  not 
think  it  my  place  to  do  so,  I  accepted 
the  Office.  I  then  found,  on  going  to 
the  Local  Government  Board,  that  my 
Predecessor  had  been  receiving  remune- 
ration at  the  rate  of  £1,500  a-year.  Per- 
haps I  may  say  that  a  curious  anomaly 
occurred  with  regard  to  myself  which  I 
should  like  particularly  to  point  oat  to 
the  noble  Lord,  and  that  is  that  I  re- 
ceived my  salary  at  the  rate  of  £1,500 
a-year  up  to  the  last  payment,  which  I 
only  received  the  other  day.  Upon  that 
occasion  the  old  rate  of  payment  had 
been  reduced  all  along  the  line ;  and 
therefore,  although  I  had  been  receiving 
a  salary  at  the  rate  of  £1,500  a-year, 
when  it  came  to  the  last  part  of  the  year 
during  which  I  had  held  Office  I  found 
that  I  was  only  entitled  to  be  paid  at 
the  rate  of  £1,200  ayear.  Now,  I  can- 
not exaggerate— certainly  not  in  oiy  own 
estimation  —  the  value  of  the  Offleea 
which  I  and  my  Colleague  in  the  repre- 
sentation of  Cornwall  (Mr.  0.  T.  D. 
Acland)  filled.  Although  the  aalariea 
had  been  reduced,  I  must  saj  that  I 
trust  in  future,  when  the  great  import- 
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anoe  of  the  Board  of  Trade  is  fully  oon-  Estimates ;  nor  did  the  noble  Lord  make 
Bidered,  and  the  gn^eat,  if  not  equal,  im-  any  attempt  to  meet  my  statement  that 
portance  of  the  Local  Government  Board  Mr.  Jesse  Ceilings  was  ia  receipt  of 
is  also  borne  in  mind,  this  House  will,  I  £1,500  a  year.  But  when  his  successor 
Tentnre  to  hope,  arrive  at  the  opinion  (Mr.  Borlase)  came  into  Office  the  re- 
that  these  two  Parliamentary  Secretary-  duction  .of  the  salary  to  £1,200  was 
ships  are  worthy  of  the  higher  salaries  allowed  to  come  into  force,  and  the 
which  were  originally  paid  to  them.  whole  loss  fell  upon  that  hon.  Gentle- 
Ma.  LABOUOHERE  (Northampton):  man.  Now,  I  consider  that  that  was  a 
My  hon.  Friend  need  not  flatter  himself  most  discreditable  and  unfair  thing. 
that  we  are  going  to  raise  these  salaries.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
I  think  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  for  West  Birmingham  (Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
East  Mayo  (Mr.  DiUon)  has  stated  the  ledn)  should  not  use  his  influence  to  in- 
facts  of  the  case  with  perfect  accuracy,  crease  the  salaries  of  his  particular 
His  statement  was  that  when  Mr.  Jesse  clique  in  this  House,  and  I  shall  cer- 
Collings  was  appointed  Secretary  to  the  tainly  go  to  a  division  on  this  question. 
Local  Government  Board  he  had  £1,500  The  noble  Lord  stated  with  regard  to 
a-year,  and  that  then  Mr.  Chamberlain —  the  present  Estimate  that  this  sum  of 
[^Crie$  o/**  Order!"]  I  think  I  am  in  £1,600  a  year  would  not  be  used,  and 
Order.  My  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  that  a  repayment  would  be  made  into 
East  Mayo  complains  that  the  late  Prime  the  Exchequer  ;  but  he  did  not  give  any 
Minister  when  he  came  into  Office  ar-  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  reason 
rang^  that  the  salaries  for  the  Parlia-  why  the  Estimate  is  for  £1,500  for  the 
mentary  Secretary  to  the  Local  Govern-  Local  Government  Board,  and  £1,200 
ment  Board  and  the  Secretary  to  the  for  the  Board  of  Trade.  Therefore,  I 
Board  of  Trade  should  be  £1,200  in-  shall  move  a  reduction  of  the  Vote  by 
stead  of  £1,500  a- year.  Mr.  Chamber-  the  sum  of  £300,  not  because  I  have 
lain — [  Cri>«  o/ "  Order !  "]  Mr.  Court-  any  feeling  at  all  as  to  those  salaries 
ney,  I  appeal  to  you  as  to  whether  I  am  being  too  large,  and  still  less  because  I 
not  in  Order?  have  any  objection  to  the  present  occu- 
The  chairman  :  If  the  hon.  Mem-  pant  of  the  Office,  but  because  it  is  the 
ber  is  speaking  of  Members  of  the  last  only  way  in  which  I  can  raise  the  ques- 
Parliament  he  is  in  Order.  He  would  tion  as  to  the  action  of  the  right  hon. 
not  be  in  Order  in  naming  Members  of  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bir- 
the  present  Parliament.  mingham. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  :  Well,  Sir,  the  ,,  . .           a         ji  n      s,-                   j 

right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  ^^*^^^  ^*^^^'  and  Question  proposed, 

West  Birmingham  was  very  powerful  in  "T^*\  a  8um  not  exceeding  f  176.666,  be 

,   ,    -.          J  1.    •     •  i.  J  iT_   X  1- •    ^  n  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 

debate,  and  he  insisted  that  his  follower,  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  T^hich  will  come 

the  present  Member  for  Bordesley  (Mr.  in  eourse  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 

Jesse  Ceilings),  should  have  £1,500  per  the  Slst  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries 

annum,   whereas  the   Secretary  to  the  ^^^^  Expenses  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 

Board  of  Trade  only  received  £1,200.  l?,^;?!!?^;"^^^^ 
When  we  lost  Mr.  Jesse  CoUings,  my 

hon.  Friend  who  took  his  place  was  not  Sir  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL    (Kirk- 

under  such  powerful  protection,  and  al-  caldy,    &c.) :     I   do   not   see    why  the 

though  he  thought  he  was  to  receive  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  should  not 

£1,500    a-year    yet    he    only   received  accede  to  the  Motion  for  the  reduction 

£1,200.  The  statement  of  the  hon.  Mem-  of  the  Vote,  because  I  imderstood  him 

ber  for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon)  is  en-  to  say  that  the  excess  would  be  repaid 

tirely  confirmed  as  to  the  fact  that  the  to  the  Treasury.     I  think  that  the  Chan- 

hon.   Member    for    Bordesloy  received  cellor  of  the   Exchequer  might  justly 

£300  a-year  more  than  the  hon.  Mem-  accept  the  reduction  of  the  Vote.     But 

ber  for  West  Cornwall   (Mr.   Borlase)  there  is  another  point  which  I  wish  to 

when  he  succeeded  him.  draw  attention  to — namely,  that  the  right 

Ma.   DILLON :  I  listened  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 

utmost  attention  to  the  noble  Lord  the  Birmingham  (Mr.  Chamberlain)  and  the 

Ohaneellor  of   the   Exchequer,    and  I  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bordes- 

could  not  gather  from  his  statement  any  ley  (Mr.  Jesse  Collings)  are  not  in  the 

Buffictent  reason  for  the  difference  in  the  House  at  the  present  time,  and  I  think 
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it  was  unfair  on  the  part  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon)  to 
impute  to  them  what  he  did  in  their  ab- 
sence. We  were  told  by  the  successor 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Bordesley,  that 
he  expected  to  get  £1,500  a-year,  and 
that  when  he  came  into  Office  he  found 
that  the  salary  had  been  reduced.  Pro- 
bably it  would  have  been  the  same  in  the 
case  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Bordesley. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
(Paddington,  S.)  i  I  do  not  exactly  under- 
stand the  course  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo  wishes  us  to 
take.  The  hon.  Member  says  he 
wishes  to  go  to  a  division  in  order 
to  censure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
(Mr.  J.  Chamberlain).  Does  the  hon. 
Member  wish  us  to  go  to  a  division  in 
order  to  censure  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  West  Birmingham, 
or  the  hon.  Member  for  Bordesley  (Mr. 
Jesse  Ceilings)  ?  I  do  not  think  that 
the  Committee  by  going  to  a  division 
would  convey  the  smallest  censure  on 
either  of  those  Gentlemen ;  and,  again, 
the  conduct  of  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  and  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bordesley  is  not  in  any  way 
before  the  Committee.  I  have  stated 
to  the  Committee  that  the  present  Se- 
cretary to  the  Board  of  Trade  only  re- 
ceives £1,200  a  year,  and  it  has  been  so 
ever  since  the  hon.  Member  was  ap- 
pointed. I  own  that,  as  the  present 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  is 
being  paid  at  the  rate  of  £  1,200  a-year,  I 
fail  to  see  that  there  was  any  useful 
purpose  served  by  asking  for  an  addi- 
tional sum  of  £300,  and  therefore  I  am 
?erfectly  ready  to  accept  the  reduction, 
wish,  however,  to  guard  myself  against 
any  responsibility  for  that  reduction, 
which,  as  has  been  pointed  out,  was  made 
by  the  late  Prime  Minister.  I  therefore 
express  a  hope  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Mayo  will  not  put  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  trouble  of  dividing  on  this 
Vote. 

Me.  DILLON  :  I  see  the  force  of  the 
noble  Lord's  objection,  and  I  shall  not 

§ut  the  Committee  to  the  trouble  of 
ividing.  With  regard  to  a  censure  on 
the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  the  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  (Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain), I  stated  that  it  was  only  by  mov- 
ing a  reduction  of  the  Vote  that  I  could 
raise  the  question  at  all.    I  am  bound 

Sir  Oeorge  Campbell 


to  say,  after  all  that  the  noble  Lard  has 
said,  and  after  what  has  been  said  on 
this  side  of  the  Committee,  it  is  clear 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Bordeslej 
Division  of  Birmingham  (Mr.  Jesse 
CoUings)  drew  £1,500  a-year,  and  that 
when  another  hon.  Member  took  his 
place  a  reduction  was  made.  I  think 
this  a  most  disreputable  transaction.  I 
believe  the  intention  was  to  continue  the 
£1,500  a-year  to  Mr.  Jesse  CoUings  as 
long  as  he  had  the  place,  and  to  reduce 
it  when  another  hon.  Member  came  into 
Office.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  this  was  a  disgraceful  transaction. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O^CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  I  believe  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  is  responsible  for  the 
finances  of  the  country.  Now  the  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon)  is  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Bordesley  Division  of 
Birmingham  (Mr.  Jesse  CoUings)  drew 
a  salary  at  the  rate  of  £1,500  a-year. 
Are  we  to  understand  that  the  noble 
Lord  assents  to  that  statement  ?  l3<ord 
Rajtoolph  ChubohhiL:  Yes.]  Then 
I  have  nothing  further  to  say. 

Mr.  PICKER8GILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.) :  I  desire  to  draw  attention  to 
the  inadequate  and  improper  perform- 
ance of  a  duty  which  is  imposed  npon 
the  Local  Government  Board.  It  is  an 
important  question  involving  veiy dosely 
the  interests  of  my  constituents,  but 
even  in  a  greater  degree  the  interests  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whom  I  see 
opposite,  and  generally  the  interests  of 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  the  poor 
ratepayers  of  this  Metropolis,  ^ow, 
Mr.  Courtney,  the  facts  are  simpfv  these. 
We  have  in  London  what  is  called  the 
Metropolitan  Common  Poor  Fund.  This 
is  a  Fund  to  which  each  Union  contri- 
butes according  to  its  rateable  value, 
and  out  of  this  Fund  certain  charges  in 
connection  with  poor  relief  are  defrayed. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
I  rise  to  Order.  Am  I  right,  Mr.  Court- 
ney, in  the  opinion  that  the  hon.  Member 
is  out  of  Order  ?  The  hon.  Member  is 
referring  to  a  subject  that  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  Amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo,  which  has  not 
yet  been  disposed  of  by  the  Com* 
mittee. 

The  CGLAIRMAN  :  The  Amendment 
is  to  reduce  the  Vote  by  a  certain  sum. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  Amendment  to 
identify  any  particular  item,  and,  there- 
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fore,  the  questioii  put  covers  the  point 
which   is   Deing    raised    by    the    hon. 

Mb.    MOKERSGILL:    The    noble 
Iiord,  perhaps,  has  no  great  acquaint* 
ance   with  the  Unions.     I   was  aware 
that  unless  I  raised  this  question  now 
I  should  be  shut  out  from  raising  a 
question  of  great  importance  to  the  rate- 
payers. In  districts  where  the  aggregate 
rating  value  is  large  and  the  poor  are  few 
a  larger  contribution  is  made  to  the  Com- 
mon Poor  Fund  than  is  drawn  from  it,  the 
reverse  being  the  case  where  the  rating 
Talue  is  small  and  the  poor  are  nume- 
rous.    One  of  the  charges  on  this  Me- 
tropolitan Common  Poor  Fund  is  the 
cost  of  the  rations  of  certain  officers. 
The  Local  Government  Board  and  the 
right    hon.    Gentleman   the  President 
(Mr.  Bitchie)  are  concerned  in  this — 
that  the  Legislature,  in  making  the  cost 
of  these  rations  a  common  charge,  em- 
powered the  Local  Government  Board 
to  fix  the  scale  for  these  rations.     My 
first  allegation  is  that  this  scale  is  in- 
adequate.     Some   hon.   Members  may 
have  noticed  that  I  have  recently  put  a 
series  of  Questions  on  this  subject  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board.     I  re- 
gret to  say  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  not  been  very  communicative ;  but 
he  did  inform  me  of  the  particulars  of 
the  scale  fixed  for  the  Board.  It  appears 
that  the  officers  are  divided  into  two 
classes,    called  principal  and  subordi- 
nate.   As  regards  the  rations  of  the 
principal  officers,  an  allowance  of  12«. 
per  week  per  head  is  made   by    the 
Board ;  ana  as  regards  subordinate  offi- 
cers, an  allowance  of  7«.  per  week  per 
head  is  made.     The  other  day  I  asked 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  what  was  the 
average  cost  of  these  rations  in  the  Me- 
tropolitan Unions.     The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  either  unable  or  unwilling 
to  supply  me  with  this  information,  and, 
under  those  circumstances,  I  took  the 
only  course  which  remained  open  to  me 
— that  is  to  say,  I  set  about  obtaining 
all  the  information  I  wanted  for  myself, 
and  in  a  few  hours  I  obtained  from  Mr. 
Howard,  the  Clerk  to  the  Bethnal  Green 
Ouardians,  the  information  I  was  asking 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.     Now, 
in  Bethnal  Green  I  find  that  the  actual 
cost  of  these  rations,   taking  principal 
and  subordinate    officers    together,    is 

12#.  8^.  per  head  per  week.  The  amount 


allowed  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
works   out  at   7«.    b^d.   per    head  per 
week.     The  Local  Government  Board, 
in  this  case  at   any   rate,    allows   very 
little  more   than  half  the   actual  cost. 
I    communicated    these    facts    to     the 
right    hon.    Gentleman    as    represent- 
ing the  average  cost  throughout  Lon- 
don,   and    the    right   hon.    Gentleman 
replied  that  he  had  no  reason  to  doubt 
the  general  accuracy  of  my  statement. 
So  that,  interpreting  that  as  official  an- 
swers must  generally  be  interpreted,  I 
think  it  may  be  taken  that  the  inade- 
quacy of  this  scale  is  established.     But 
I  may  mention  to  the  Committee,  how- 
ever, that  I  have  been  also  in  communi- 
cation with  the  Clerk  to  the  Shoreditch 
Guardians,  and,  through  the  courtesy  of 
that  gentleman,  I  find  that  in  Shore- 
ditch  the  actual  cost  is  13«.  9d.  per  head, 
whereas  the  allowance   works   out    at 
7«.  6d,f  so  that  it  appears  that  the  dif- 
ference between  the  actual  cost  and  the 
allowance  for  rations  is  very  nearly  as 
great  as  the  official  grant.     There  is  a 
further  point  which  I  wish  to  mention 
to  the  Committee.     Mr.  Clay,  of  Shore- 
ditch,    who  is  a  gentleman    of    great 
experience   in    these    matters,   informs 
me  that,  although  the  cost  of  rations 
for  the  principal   officers  is  materially 
greater    than  the  cost  of  rations    for 
the  subordinate  officers,  still  it  is  not 
nearly  so  great  as  the  difference  fixed 
by   the   Local  Government  Board;    so 
that  it  is  clear   that  we  have  the  evi- 
dence of  an  expert  to  show   that  the 
scale  of  the  Local  Government  Board  is 
wrongly  constructed.     But  in  order  to 
establish  and  bring  home  this  charge 
against  the  Local  Government  Board,  it 
is  not  sufficient  for  me  to  show  merely 
that  the  scale  is  inadequate ;  I  must  also 
show  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  intention 
of  the  Legislature. 

Colonel  HUGHES  (Woolwich):  I 
rise  to  Order.  I  ask  whether  the  sub- 
ject to  which  the  hon.  Member  is  draw- 
ing attention  can  be  discussed  upon  the 
Vote  before  the  Committee,  having  re- 
gard to  the  fact  that  the  expenditure  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  is  alluding  is 
entirely  defrayed  by  an  expenditure  from 
the  rates  ? 

The  chairman  :  I  understand  the 
hon.  Member  to  be  discussing  the  ques- 
tion of  payment  out  of  the  rates  by  the 
direction  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
who  have  framed  a  scale  of  allowances. 
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If  that  is  so,  the  hon.  Member  will  be  in 
Order  in  continuing  his  observations. 

Colonel  HUGHES :  The  Local  Go- 
▼ernment  Board  control  the  action  of  the 
Guardians  in  many  cases ;  but  there  is 
no  single  item  of  the  Vote  before  the 
Committee  which  can  include  the  ques- 
tion which  the  hon.  Member  is  now  dis- 
cussing. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  That  is  not  the 
point. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL:  I  am  not  at 
all  surprised  at  the  interruptions  by 
which  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
opposite  endeavours  to  prevent  my  ex- 
posing this  matter.  When  I  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
I  was  at  this  point — that  it  was  not 
sufficient  for  me  to  show  that  this  scale 
was  inadequate,  but  that  I  must  also 
show  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  intentions 
of  the  Legislature.  Now,  I  must  refer 
to  the  Metropolitan  Poor  Act,  1867. 
Under  that  Act  the  salaries  of  the  offi- 
cers are  made  common  charges,  the 
rations  of  the  officers  are  excluded.  But 
by  the  2nd  section  of  the  Metropolitan 
Poor  Act  of  1870  it  is  provided  as  fol- 
lows : — namely, 

**  That  the  item  of  salaries  of  the  officers  re- 
ferred to  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  Metro- 
politan Poor  Aet  of  1 867  shall  include  the  cost  of 
the  rations  of  the  officers  according  to  a  scale  to 
be  fixed  bv  the  Local  Qovemmcnt  Board.** 

Well,  Sir,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  argues  that  it  is  obvious  that 
the  cost  of  the  rations  is  not  on  all-fours 
with  the  salary.  Now,  I  submit  that  so 
far  from  this  proposition  being  obvious, 
on  the  contrary  I  maintain  that  the  cost 
of  the  rations  is  precisely  on  the  same 
footing  with  the  question  of  salary.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will,  no  doubt, 
tell  the  Committee  that  the  cost  of  the 
rations  to  be  allowed  to  the  Guardians 
is  to  be  determined  according  to  the 
scale  fixed  by  the  Local  Government 
Board;  but  my  answer  to  that  is  that 
the  salaries — the  amount  of  the  salary 
repayable  to  the  Guardians — is  a  matter 
to  be  fixed  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.  In  both  cases  a  discre- 
tion is  given  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  but  it  is  a  discretion  which  is  to 
be  judicially  exercised  in  both  cases  alike. 
I  admit  thatthe  Local  Government  Board 
is  not  bound  to  allow  the  actual  cost,  but 
the  reasonable  cost — not  a  cost  that  they 
might  find  or  take  here  or  there,  but 
the  cost  taken  upon  average.    Well,  I 

.   The  Chairman 


believe  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  tell  us  that  it  would  not  be  in  the 
interest  of  economy  that  the  Looel  GK>» 
vemment  Board  should  allow  any  amount 
which  might  be  demanded  in  respeot  of 
these  rations.  [**  Hear,  hear !  "I  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says'*  Hear,  near!  '* 
but  I  submit  that  a  statement  of  that 
kind  is  mere  idle  beatine  of  the  air.  No 
one  has  ever  maintained,  certainly  least 
of  all  have  I,  that  the  Local  Gh>vemment 
Board  would  be  justified  in  allowing  a 
Board  of  Guardians  to  maintain  its  offi- 
cers on  turtle  soup  and  bottles  of  old 
port;  but  what  I  maintain  is  that  the 
Local  Government  Board  are  required 
by  this  Act  to  provide  a  reasonable  scale 
— a  scale  such  that  a  Union  exercising 
fair  economy  would  not  exceed,  and 
might  charge  against  the  Local  Gbvem* 
ment  Board.  I  say  that  they  have  fixed  a 
scale  to  which  the  Metropolitan  Unions 
cannot  possibly  bring  down  the  cost  of 
their  officers'  rations.  It  will  be  perfecUj 
clear  that  if  the  scale  is  inadequate  when 
it  ought  to  be  adequate,  it  is  very  unfair 
upon  the  poorer  districts  of  London ;  and 
that  it  is  unfair  to  the  poorer  districts  of 
London  I  may  show  by  stating  a  single 
fact — namely,  the  cost  of  the  rations  in 
Bethnal  Green  Union  alone  is  consider- 
ably more  than  £1,000  in  excess  of  the 
sum  which  the  Local  Government  Board 
allows.  Well,  Sir,  I  submit  that  the 
revision  of  this  scale  is  most  urgently 
required.  I  do  not  know  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Bitchie),  who  re- 
presents an  East  End  constituency,  would 
be  disposed  to  deny  that  it  is  not  very 
astonishing  that  I  should  wish,  if  powd- 
ble,  to  relieve  the  burdens  of  the  poor 
ratepayers  of  those  places.  It  is  to  me 
a  most  painful  sight — acquainted  as  I 
am  with  painful  sights— to  see  thou- 
sands of  respectable  ratepayers  struggling 
quarter  after  quarter  to  keep  their 
heads  above  water,  and  to  see  them 
from  time  to  time  sink  into  pauperism 
under  the  crushing  weight  of  the  enor- 
mous local  imposts  which  they  haye  to 
bear.  The  only  question,  then,  is  this. 
What  was  the  intention  of  the  Legisla- 
ture in  passing  this  Act  ?  In  addressing 
the  Committee  I  can  use  arguments 
which  would  not  be  permissible  if  I 
were  pleading  before  a  Court  of  Law. 
I  will  refer  to  the  statement  made  by 
Mr.  Goschen  at  the  time  he  was  Pren* 
dent  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 
Mr.  Goschen,  who  was  the  author  of  the 
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Act  of  1870,  declared  to  the  House  that 
he  introduced  a  Bill,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  equalize  the  rates  throughout 
London  as  far  as  possible.  When  I  find 
that  in  the  parish  of  St.  George's-in-the- 
East,  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Richie)  represents,  the  poor  rate  is 
3«.  5d,  in  the  pound,  whereas  in  the  parish 
of 

The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  now  travelling  beyond  the  definite 
question,  which  is  the  discretion  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  fixing  this 
scale. 

Mb.  PICKERSGILL:  I  submit,  of 
coarse,  to  your  ruling,  Mr.  Courtney,  and 
point  out  that  if  this  scale  is  not  revised 
it  will  have  the  effect  of  making  the 
poor  of  this  Metropolis  worse  off  than 
they  are  at  present.  In  conclusion,  I 
simply  ask  that  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  should  do  that 
which  I  conceive  to  be  his  duty,  and  to 
act  on  the  principle  of  the  distinguished 
man  who,  when  he  was  President  of  the 
Board,  was  responsible  for  the  Act  of 
1870. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  I  also 
would  appeal  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
consider  what,  perhaps,  may  be  news  to 
him — namely,  that  it  was  the  distin- 
guished man  he  refers  to  who  fixed  the 
scale  of  rations  to  which  he  objects.  The 
argument  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  was 
that  the  Bill  of  Mr.  Goschen  had  for 
its  object  the  equalization  of  the  rates 
throughout  London.  I  can  hardly 
understand  that  the  hon.  Member  was 
aware  that  Mr.  Goschen  fixed  the  scale  ; 
but  that  is  the  case,  and,  therefore,  if 
his  object  was  to  give  to  the  parishes 
the  total  amount  of  the  rations  of  ofiQ.- 
cera,  and  if  theee  are  not  paid  for  by 
the  scale  fixed,  it  is  Mr.  Goschen  who  is 
responsible.  I  have  here  Mr.  Goschen's 
circular.  [Mr.  Picker  sgill:  I  do  not 
diapute  that.]  Then  if  I  have  not  stated 
the  argument  of  the  hon.  Member  cor- 
rectly 1  do  not  know  what  his  argument 
is.  Well,  Sir,  Mr.  Goschen  also  said  in 
the  same  debate  it  was  a  portion  of  the 
plan  that  a  margin  should  be  left  in 
order  to  secure  economy.  Well,  now,  of 
oouzse,  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Pickers- 
gill)  said,  and  said  very  truly,  that  I,  as 
the  Representative  of  very  poor  parishes, 
ooght  to  have  some  sympathy  for  the 
oonite  he  was  pursuing.    I  have  been 


connected  with  the  East  End  of  London 
perhaps  twice  as  many  years  as  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  been  months,  and,  there- 
fore, the  Committee  may  well  imagine 
that  I  am  deeply  interested  in  the  con- 
dition of  affairs  in  the  district  to  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  has  referred,  and 
that  nothing  would  be  wanting  on  my 
part,  which  I  thought  I  ought  properly 
and  justly  to  do,  to  mitigato  the  con- 
ditions under  which  the  unfortunate  poor 
lived  in  the  East  End  of  London.  But, 
Sir,  we  must  bear  in  mind  this,  that  in 
dealing  with  questions  of  this  character 
a  scale  ought  to  be  fixed  which  would 
secure  economy  in  the  administration  of 
rates  by  Local  Bodies.  What  Mr.  Goschen 
did  at  the  time  he  fixed  that  scale  was 
to  inquire  throughout  the  (Jnions  in  the 
Metropolis  what  was  the  minimum  it 
would  be  proper  to  fix  the  scale  at.  I 
am  not  now  contending  that  that  scale 
is  sufficient ;  I  am  only  showing  how  the 
scale  was  fixed.  I  think  it  can  hardly 
be  contended  that  the  case  of  rations  has 
arisen  between  1870  and  the  present 
time.  However,  what  I  want  to  point 
out  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Com- 
mittee is  that  before  the  hon.  Gentleman 
called  attention  to  this  subject  at  all  I 
had  made  it  the  subject  of  investigation ; 
and  not  only  have  I  made  this  the  sub- 
ject of  investigation,  but  I  have  for  some 
time  .been  investigating  the  whole  inci- 
dence of  the  Metropolitan  Common  Poor 
Law  Fund.  The  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Pickersgill)  thinks  we  ought  at  once  to 
proceed  to  fix  a  higher  scale  without 
making  any  inquiry.  I  myself  do  not 
think  that  would  be  a  judicious  course 
to  adopt.  I  am  making  inquiries ;  I  have 
previously  informed  the  hon.  Gentleman 
that  I  am  making  inquiries.  When  I 
have  satisfied  myself  as  to  the  exact  con- 
dition of  affedrs  I  shall  not  hesitate  to 
take  such  action  as  my  inquiries  may 
show  to  be  right ;  but  it  is  perfectly  im- 
possible for  me  to  say  now,  without 
having  made  any  inquiry  at  all,  I  can 
recommend  to  the  House  that  the  scale 
should  be  raised.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
has  given  figures  as  to  the  cost  of  rations 
in  Bethnal  Green  and  Shoreditch.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  figures  he  has 
quoted  are  substantially  correct;  but 
it  does  not  at  all  follow  it  would  be 
right  to  take  these  figures  as  the  basis 
everywhere.  The  average  must  be  taken, 
and  the  very  minimum  of  the  average 
must  be  taken,  in  order  to  promote  eco* 
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nomy  in  the  various  Unions.  However, 
I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  the  ques- 
tion the  hon.  Gentleman  has  raised.  I 
have  only  to  state  again  what  I  have 
stated  in  answer  to  Questions,  that  the 
whole  matter  is  being  investigated  by 
me,  and  that  my  course  of  action  will  be 
dictated  by  the  result  of  my  inquiries. 

Mb.  BUXTON  (Tower  Hamlets,  Pop- 
lar) :  I  think  the  Committee  generally 
will  have  heard  with  pleasure  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  already  insti- 
tuted an  inquiry  into  the  whole  question 
which  has  been  raised  by  my  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Pickersgill).     Knowing  as  we  do 
the  sympathy  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
has  always  shown  on  behalf  of  the  rate- 
payers of  London,    and  knowing   also 
the  immense  knowledge  he  has  acquired 
as    a    Member   of  an  East  End  con- 
stituency for  so  long  a  time,  we  may 
safely  leave  the  inquiry  into  this  import- 
ant matter  in  his  hands.      I  am  sure 
that  the  Committee  and  all  those  inte- 
rested in  this  question  will  feel  that'great 
good   will   come  from  the  inquiry  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  now  prosecuting. 
We  hope  that  in  this  particular  question 
which  my  hon.  Friend  has  raised  greater 
equality   and  greater   fairness  may  be 
shown  between  the  different  districts  in 
London  with  reference  to  this  Metro- 
politan Fund.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man   (Mr.    Hitchie)    stated    that    Mr. 
Goschen  had  fixed  the  scale,  and  that, 
therefore,  the   scale  must  have  been  a 
fair  one  ;  but  I  think  it  is  evident  from 
what  Mr.  Goschen  said  in  the  debate 
which  took  place  at  the  time  of  the  fixing 
of  the  scale,  and  from  the  wording  of 
the  two  Acts  themselves,  that  there  was 
no  intention  of  fixing  that  scale,  or  any 
of  the  grants  from  the  Common   Poor 
Fund,  on  the  principle  of  the  laws  of  the 
Modes  and  Persians — on  the  principle 
that  there  was  never  to  be  any  alteration. 
Mr.  Goschen  fixed  the  scale  as  fairly  as 
possible ;  I  acknowledge  he  fixed  it  as 
fairly  as  possible,  according  to  the  know- 
ledge he  then  had,  for  the  matter  was 
then  an  entirely  new  experiment.   Fresh 
information  and  light  has  been  thrown 
on  the  question  from  time  to  time,  and, 
therefore,  I  do  not  think  we  need  take 
Mr.  Gosohen's  proposals  or  Mr.  Goschen's 
references  to  the  matter  as  absolutely 
final  and  precluding  us  from  making 
alterations.     I  trust  the  whole  question 
of  the  Common  Poor  Fund  may  receive 
adequate  oonsideration  in  the  next  Ses- 
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si  on.  I  think  the  answer  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  given  is  very  satisfac- 
tory under  the  present  circumstances  ; 
and  I  hope  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Pick^srs* 
gill),  who  has  most  carefully  considered 
this  question,  will  be  satisfied  with  the 
answer  he  has  received. 

Mr.  ISAACS  (Newington,  Walworth) 
Mr.  Courtney,  I  am  particularly  anxious 
to  urge  on  the  attention  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
that  it  is  the  poorer  parishes  or  Unions 
in  the  Metropolis  that  are  most  interested 
in  this  question.  The  hon.  G^ntlemftn 
(Mr.  Pickersgill)  has  pointed  out  that, 
in  Bethnal  Green  Union,  £1,000  per 
annum  is  at  stake  in  this  matter — that  is 
to  say,  that  sum  represents  the  differ- 
ence between  the  allowance  and  the 
actual  cost  of  the  rations.  Much  the 
same  sort  of  thing  prevails  in  most 
Unions,  and  I,  as  the  Kepresentative  of 
one  of  the  poorest  Divisions  of  this  Me- 
tropolis, respectfully  urge  upon  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Local  Government  Board 
the  desirability  of  setting  this  matter 
right  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
I  am  sure  I  have  only  to  make  this  ap- 
peal to  him  to  insure  that  there  shiul 
be  no  unnecessary  delay.  What  has 
occurred  to-night  only  points  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  considering  that  far  larger 
question — namely,  the  equalization  of 
the  poor  rates  throughout  the  whole  of 
the  Metropolis. 

Mr.  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan):  I 
must  apologize  for  endeavouring  to  en- 
gage the  attention  of  the  Committee  for 
a  few  moments,  while  I  refer  to  a  sub- 
ject in  which,  as  Chairman  of  the  Canal 
Association,  and  as  Chairman  for  many 
years  of  the  Sanitary  Department  of  the 
Paddington  Vestry,  I  have  taken  con- 
siderable interest.  The  question  which 
I  wish  to  ask  my  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Hitchie)  is.  What  is  the  nature  of  the 
duties  which  are  imposed  upon  the  In- 
spector under  the  Canal  Boats  Act,  1884  ? 
We  have  already  had  a  discussion  in 
this  House  with  reference  to  the  addition 
to  the  staff  of  Inspectors.  I  do  not  wish 
to  enter  now  upon  that  large  question, 
but  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  saj  at 
least  this,  that  when  there  is  an  addition 
made  to  the  staff  of  Inspectors  we  ought 
to  receive  some  guarantee  that  his  duties 
are  fairly  discharged  by  him,  and  that 
they  are  clearly  defined  by  the  Depart- 
ment under  wmch  he  serf  es.    I  shmild 
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like  to  know  how  the  daties  of  the  In* 
specter  under  the  Canal  Boats  Act,  1884, 
have  been  arranged;  in  what  manner 
he  has  been  asked  to  serve  the  Depart- 
ment, whether  he  visits  different  locali- 
ties along  the  line  of  canals,  or  whether 
he  is  resident  and  receives  reports 
which  may  be  sent  to  him  ?  I  had  the 
honour  of  giving  evidence  before  the 
Committee  which  dealt  with  this  subject, 
and  I  confess  I  felt  some  doubt  at  the 
time  as  to  whether  the  Inspector,  having 
command  over  so  large  a  mileage  as 
the'  canals  of  this  country  cover,  could 
devote  sufficient  attention  to  any  par- 
ticular point  as  to  render  his  services  so 
effectuid  as  could  be  desired.  I  ven- 
tured also,  before  that  Committee,  to  sug- 
gest that  there  would  be  one  difficulty 
in  connection  with  this  Inspectorship, 
and  that  was  that  an  officer,  whose  duty 
appeared  to  me  to  cause  him  to  travel 
very  much,  must  incur  large  expenditure 
in  travelL'ng  ;  but  I  confess,  although  I 
did  at  that  time  feel  some  apprehension 
on  the  subject,  I  was  not  quite  prepared 
to  discover,  at  so  early  a  stage  as  the 
present,  that  the  travelling  expenses 
would  amount  to  £270,  an  increase,  as 
compared  with  last  year,  of  £80.  I  am 
not  at  all  raising  any  difficulty  as  to  the 
chaDge  of  law.  I  am  not  making  any 
objection,  and  I  hope  I  am  not  erring 
in  asking  the  Department  to  give  the 
Committee  some  explanation  on  the 
point  I  have  mentioned.  I  believe  that 
some  inspection  is  necessary ;  I  am  not 
hostile  to  reform,  I  am  only  asking  the 
Department  in  charge  to  give  us  some 
explanation.  The  entire  cost  of  the  In- 
spector is  shown  in  the  Estimate  of  the 
present  year  as  no  less  than  £800.  That 
is  a  serious  charge,  and  one  which  I 
hope  I  may  be  excused  in  drawing  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  and  the  De- 
partment to.  At  the  same  time,  I  dis- 
tinctly say  that  I  am  not  averse  to  the 
Inspectorship ;  I  am  only  asking  the  Go- 
vernment to  give  us  some  explanation 
as  to  the  working  of  the  new  experiment. 
There  is  another  point  to  which  I  desire 
to  refer,  but  it  has  relation  more  to  the 
form  of  the  account  than  to  the  account 
itself.  On  the  ld7th  page  of  the  Esti- 
mate, under  the  heading  ''  Grants  in 
Aid,"  there  is  a  charge  of  £74,000  for 
"  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  In- 
spectors of  Nuisances."  It  certainly 
ooee  appear  to  me  to  be  very  incon- 
Tiniflnt  that  officers,  whose  duties  and 


whose  positions  in  the  world  are  so  far 
remote  as  those  of  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  and  Inspectors  of  Nuisances, 
should  be  grouped  together  in  the  same 
sum  total  in  these  Estimates.  I  hope  that 
on  future  occasions  we  may  know  ac- 
tually the  cost  of  the  Medical  Officers 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  and  also 
the  exact  cost  of  the  Inspectors  of  Nui- 
sances, and  I  hope  also  that  we  shall  be 
informed  in  this  case,  as  we  are  in  some 
others,  of  the  number  of  those  officers. 
I  do  not  grudge  the  growth  of  this  item ; 
on  the  contrary,  I  welcome  it ;  I  believe 
its  growth  is  an  indication  of  a  more 
healthy  condition  of  public  feeling  on 
these  subjects,  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  do 
hope  that  in  the  Estimates  presented  to 
the  House  in  future  years  we  shall  be 
informed  how  many  Medical  Officers 
there  are,  and  also  how  many  Inspectors 
of  Nuisances.  I  trust,  too,  that  in  the 
future  the  number  of  these  officers  will 
not  be  loss  than  it  is  now,  but  that,  on 
the  contrary,  the  number  of  both  class 
of  officers  will  be  increased.  I  shall 
hail  with  pleasure  rather  than  with  pain 
any  increase  of  the  Vote  under  this 
heading.  I  am  very  reluctant  to  intrude 
upon  the  attention  of  the  Committee ; 
but  I  trust  that,  as  I  have  devoted  con- 
siderable attention  to  the  points  I  have 
raised,  I  may  be  pardoned  in  asking 
these  questions. 

The  SECEETARY  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Long) 
(Wilts,  Devizes) :  Perhaps  I  may  answer 
the  questions  which  my  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Powell)  has  asked.  So  far  as  the 
Department  is  concerned  we  are  very 
happy  to  have  the  opportunity  of  an- 
swering any  questions  hon.  Gentlemen 
may  put  in  connection  with  the  Inspector- 
ship of  Canals.  As  regards  his  duties, 
the  Inspector  is  directed  generally  to 
inspect  the  condition  of  boats,  and  do 
his  utmost  to  improve  what  was  unques- 
tionably a  bad  condition  of  things.  It 
is  with  great  pleasure  I  can  inform  my 
hon.  Friend  that  the  Inspector  has  car- 
ried out  his  work  very  satisfactorily, 
The  Sanitary  Authorities  in  the  different 
districts  through  which  canals  pass  have 
become  much  more  alive  to  the  duty 
of  superintending  the  condition  of 
canal  boats ;  and  I  may  perhaps  point 
out  that  in  connection  with  this  work 
the  Inspector  must  of  necessity  be  very 
careful  he  does  not  unnecessarily  inter- 
I  fere  with  the  passage  of  the  boats.    Of 
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eourse,  if  a  boat  were  stopped  several 
times  on  one  journey,  it  would  cause 
considerable  dissatisfaction.  On  the 
whole  the  work  seems  to  have  been 
satisfactorily  done;  not  only  have  the 
Sanitary  Authorities  become  more  alive 
to  their  duties,  but  the  boats  have  been 
greatly  improved.  The  condition  of  the 
inmates  has  been  materially  improved  ; 
there  has  not  been  so  much  herding  to- 
gether as  before,  and  the  condition  of 
the  young  women  especially  has  been 
greatly  changed  for  the  better ;  many  of 
them,  in  fact,  have  been  induced  to 
abandon  their  wandering  life  and  enter 
domestic  service,  and  so  improve  their 
condition.  I  may  also  tell  my  hon. 
Friend  that,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  the  bargemen  have  the  reputation 
for  using  rather  strong  language  at 
times,  our  experience,  through  our  In- 
spectors, goes  to  show  that  in  hardly  a 
single  instance  has  there  been  the 
slightest  attempt  to  resent  the  Inspec- 
tor's interference ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
bargemen  seem  to  be  very  much  grati- 
fied with  the  efforts  of  the  Inspector  to 
improve  their  condition.  In  the  opi- 
nion of  the  Department  the  amount  put 
down  for  travelling  expenses  is  not  ex- 
cessive ;  but  I  can  assure  my  hon. 
Friend  that  the  point  will  receive  the 
attention  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Bitchie).  As  to  the  grouping  together 
of  some  of  the  charges  in  the  Estimate, 
I  think  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Powell) 
will  find  that  the  ofQcers  to  whom  he 
referred  do  not  object  to  the  grouping, 
so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  so  long  as 
they  receive  the  money  their  services 
entitle  them  to.  But  even  if  they  did 
object,  it  does  not  rest  with  us  to  sepa- 
rate the  charges,  but  with  another  De- 
partment of  the  State. 

Mr.  F.  S.  POWELL :  I  am  anxious 
to  know  how  many  medical  ofQcers  there 
are  receiving  assistance  in  this  manner  ? 
It  is  really  a  most  important  point  of 
sanitary  administration  ;  and  I  do  hope 
that  on  future  occasions  the  charges  will 
be  shown  separately,  and  that  we  shall 
know  exactly  the  number  of  Medical 
Officers  and  the  number  of  Inspectors  of 

Mb.  long  :  If  my  hon.  Friend  will 
let  me  know  exactly  what  his  wishes 
are,  I  will  take  care  that  an  endeavour 
is  made  to  meet  them. 

Mb.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.): 
There  is  a  note  at  the  foot  of  page  182 
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which  seems  to  require  some  explana- 
tion .  I  find  there  are  several  officers  em- 
ployed by  the  Local  Government  Board 
who  receive  double  salaries — who  hold 
double  offices  and  receive  double  salaries. 
I  do  not  quite  understand  such  a  system 
of  carrying  on  the  Public  Service.  The 
note  to  which  I  refer  is  as  follows : — 

''Another  Inspector  received  in  addition  to 
his  salary,  under  sub-head  A,  £829  0«.  %d,  from 
the  Vote  for  the  Household  of  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  as  Private  Secretary,  for  him- 
self and  clerks." 

I  do  not  understand  how  a  Local  Gh>- 
vernment  Board  Inspector  in  England, 
unless  he  possesses  the  qualities  of  Sir 
Boyle  Beach's  bird,  can  be  Private 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire* 
land  at  the  same  time.  No  doubt,  if  all 
the  Noblemen  who  have  filled  the  Office 
were  like  the  present  holder  of  the  Office 
and  stayed  away  from  his  post  it  would 
be  easy  to  understand.  But  the  last 
three  holders  of  the  Office  of  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant were  always  at  their  post ;  they 
lived  in  Ireland,  not  like  the  Marquess 
of  Londonderry,  in  Seaham.  I  want 
some  explanation  as  to  how  it  comes  to 
pass  that  a  Local  Government  Board  In- 
spector in  England  can  also  be  at  the 
same  time  Private  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  in  Dublin,  and  receive 
double  salary  for  this  practically  impos- 
sible work  ? 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  LOOAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  The 
point  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
raised  is  one  that  is  new  to  me.  I  will 
make  inquiries  into  the  matter,  and  if 
he  thinks  it  necessary  to  put  another 
question  concerning  it  on  Report,  pos- 
sibly I  may  be  in  a  position  to  afford 
him  the  information  he  desires. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  I  will  certainly  raise 
the  question  on  Report ;  and  I  will  also 
raise  on  Report,  if  the  right  hon.  Gen* 
tleman  is  not  able  to  give  me  an  answer 
now,  the  whole  question  of  these  allow- 
ances. I  see,  by  another  note  at  the 
foot,  that  one  of  the  Inspectors  receives 
an  addition  to  his  salary.  £100, 1  see,  is 
put  down  as  a  temporary  allowance.  I 
do  not  understand  how  an  allowance  can 
be  temporary  when  it  is  every  year 
granted  to  a  man. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  am  now  in  a  posi- 
tion to  afford  the  hon.  Gentleman  in- 
formation as  to  the  first  question  lie 
raised.    Mr.  Boyle  received  the  smoont 
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quoted  as  Private  Secretary  to  Earl 
Spencer.  Of  course,  as  he  is  no  longer 
Private  Secretary  he  does  not  receive 
that  amount ;  and  I  understand  that  at 
the  time  he  was  receiving  it  he  was  not 
an  Inspector. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  It  is  stated  that  he 
was  one  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Local 
Government  Board. 

Mr.  ARTHUE  O'CONNOE  (Done- 
gal, E.) :  The  discussion  on  this  Vote 
has  taken  some  time,  and  I  am  unwill- 
ing to  trespass  unnecessarily  on  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee  ;  but  I  wish  to 
mention  a  few  points  in  connection  with 
the  administration  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  which,  though  they  may 
appear  trivial,  do  affect  in  a  serious 
manner  a  considerable  number  of  per- 
sons. The  first  point  I  will  raise  has 
reference  to  the  accommodation  of  the 
aged  couples  in  workhouses.  In  regard 
to  this  point  a  Question  was  asked  in 
this  House  the  other  day.  Since  that 
Question  was  put,  I  have  been  in  com- 
munication with  several  of  the  most  in- 
telligent Guardians  in  this  Metropolis, 
and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  opinion  I 
have  always  expressed  on  this  subject 
was  confirmed  by  those  gentlemen.  They 
•aid  that  whenever  any  cases  of  this 
kind  arose  in  their  Unions  they  endea- 
voured to  secure  for  these  aged  couples 
outdoor  relief.  The  officers  of  the  Me- 
tropolitan workhouses  are  averse  to  ac- 
commodation for  old  married  paupers ; 
they  are  unwilling  to  allow  the  paupers 
to  know  their  rights  imder  the  law,  and 
they  are  very  angry  with  those  who  take 
any  steps  to  inform  paupers  over  60  years 
of  age  what  their  rights  are ;  and,  under 
these  circumstances,  they  have  endea- 
voured— and  endeavoured  successfully, 
as  they  assure  me — to  secure  outdoor 
relief  for  all  respectable  old  couples. 
Now,  I  submit  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  whether  it  would  not  be  advis- 
able for  them  to  draw  the  attention  of 
the  Guardians  generally  to  the  desira- 
bility, first  of  all,  of  avoiding  the  diffi- 
culty, in  matters  of  workhouse  adminis- 
tration, of  having  these  married  paupers 
on  the  premises;  secondly,  the  advisa- 
bility of  avoiding  the  expense  which 
these  paupers  enUiil;  and,  thirdly,  the 
advantage  of  giving  a  small  amount  of 
outdoor  relief  in  all  cases  where  these 
old  married  couples  are  respectable 
people,  and  where  they  may  be  pre- 
sumed  to  get   assistance    m>m    other 


quarters  if  they  do  get  assistance  from 
the  rates  ?  Tlie  second  point  I  want  to 
urge  on  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Ritchie)  is  this — that  in 
many  of  the  workhouses  in  England 
there  are  a  number  of  unfortunate  people 
classed  as  dangerous  lunatics,  but  of  such 
a  condition  mentally  that  they  require  a 
certain  amount  of  care  and  attention ; 
they  really  want  a  little  more  than 
nursing.  Their  life  at  present  is  a  very 
hard  one.  They  are  exposed  to  a  great 
deal  of  unkindnoss  from  the  somewhat 
uncultivated  people  amongst  whom  their 
lot  is  cast.  The  classification  of  lunatics 
is  not  by  any  means  perfect.  In  some 
cases  the  crowding  of  lunatic  wards 
in  workhouses  is  something  perfectly 
hideous ;  and  if  authoritative  informa- 
tion is  wanted  on  the  subject  I  direct 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  attention  to 
page  40  of  the  last  Heport  of  the  Lunacy 
Commissioners  in  this  country,  in  which 
he  will  find  special  reference  made  to 
the  scandalous  condition  of  the  lunatic 
wards  of  the  Dudley  Workhouse.  I 
only  mention  it  because  it  has  often  been 
reported  upon  before  without  any  effect. 
I  direct  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  at- 
tention to  the  lunacy  wards  of  the  Dudley 
Workhouse ;  and  if  he  is  satisfied  that 
the  complaint  is  well-grounded  with  re- 
gard to  that  workhouse,  perhaps  he  will 
think  it  worth  while  to  communicate 
with  the  Lunacy  Commissioners  with 
regard  to  the  condition  of  a  considerable 
number  of  other  workhouses  in  Great 
Britain.  He  will  find,  if  he  pursues  the 
subject,  that  the  condition  of  hopeless 
lunatics  in  the  English  workhouses  is 
often  very  pitiable,  and,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, depends  upon  causes  which  might 
easily  be  removed  by  a  proper  classifica- 
tion. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  promise  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that  I  will  make  special  in- 
quiries ;  and  if  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  the  evils  of  which  he  complains 
exist  at  Dudley  Workhouse,  I  shall  cer- 
tainly take  steps  to  do  what  I  can  to 
put  an  end  to  them.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man is,  no  doubt,  aware  that  great  efforts 
have  been  made  to  put  down  what  was 
at  one  time  a  great  evil ;  and  the  result 
is  that  an  improvement  has  been  made. 
Of  course,  I  cannot  say  that  these  evils 
do  not  exist ;  but  I  will  certainly  inquire 
and  take  such  course  as  is  desirable. 
With  reference  to  old  couples  living 
together,  no  doubt  it  is  penectly  true 
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that  in  some  cases  difficulties  have  been 
overcome  by  the  outdoor  relief  given  to 
aged  couples.  The  bon.  Gentleman  must 
know  that  this  question  of  outdoor  re- 
lief must  be  approached  in  a  very  care- 
ful manner  by  Poor  Law  Guardians, 
and  that  if  the  Local  Government  Board 
were  to  encourage  the  system,  the  effect 
might  be  very  inj  urious.  With  reference 
to  the  provisions  made  in  workhouses 
for  old  couples,  I  do  not  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  correct  in  saying  that  any 
attempt  is  made  to  hide  the  rights  of 
these  old  couples  from  them. 

Mr.  AETHUR  O'CONNOR:  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  allow  me  to 
explain.  I  am  speaking  as  a  Guardian 
of  some  experience  in  London.  When 
I  found  the  condition  of  the  Chelsea 
Union  pointed  out  to  the  Members  of 
the  French  Ministry  as  that  of  a  model 
workhouse,  I,  as  a  Guardian  of  that 
Union,  made  it  a  point  to  go  amongst 
the  old  people,  and  inquire  which  of  them 
were  married,  and  I  was  beset  by  the 
officials  of  the  workhouse,  who  depre- 
cated the  line  I  was  taking,  and  who 
explained  that  they  would  find  it  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  to  maintain  discipline 
in  the  workhouse  if  the  old  people 
knew  what  their  rights  were.  I  need 
not  say  that  the  result  of  my  proceeding 
was  that  I  did  not  ingratiate  myself 
with  the  officers. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  How  long  is  that 
ago? 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR :  Eight 
years  ago. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  I  think  I  explained, 
in  answer  to  a  Question  put  to  mo  the 
other  day  by  an  hon.  Member,  that  a 
Circular  had  been  sent  out  to  all  Boards 
of  Guardians  specifying  what  their 
duties  were  in  that  respect,  and  calling 
upon  them  to  perform  them.  I  also 
stated  that  in  a  great  many  cases  whore 
accommodation  had  been  provided  aged 
couples  had  not  availed  themselves  of 
it.  Of  course,  it  does  not  at  all  follow 
that  there  may  not  be  exceptions  in 
which  accommodation  is  required  and 
not  provided.  At  the  same  time,  I  re- 
peat what  I  said  the  other  day,  that  if 
any  instances  are  brought  to  my  know- 
ledge where  the  obligations  of  the  law 
are  not  fulfilled,  I  shall  consider  it  my 
duty  to  call  upon  the  Guardians  to  fulfil 
their  obligations  under  the  law.  I  have 
the  most  entire  sympathy  with  the 
object   of   the   hon.    Gentleman   (Mr. 

Mr.  Ritchie 


Arthur  O'Connor),  and  the  object  of 
those  who  desire  that  arrangements 
shall  be  made  for  aged  couples  to  live 
together  when  they  desire  to  do  so.  I 
only  repeat  what  I  said  then,  that  if  any- 
one will  bring  to  my  knowledge  in- 
stances in  which  the  law  has  not  been 
fulfilled,  I  will  make  it  my  duty  to  call 
on  the  Guardians  to  carry  out  the  law. 

Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid):  I 
wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  an  item 
which  amounts  to  £4,3:^6,  for  a' Chief 
Inspector  of  Alkali  Works  and  seven 
Assistant  Inspectors.  Looking  at  the 
condition  of  this  House  in  which  we 
are  assembled,  I  should  very  much  like 
to  know  what  these  Inspectors  are  for  ? 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  The  Inspectors  are 
to  see  that  the  Alkali  Acts  are  carried 
out. 

Dr.  TANNER:  I  see  that  the  In- 
spectors are  appointed  under  the  Alkali 
Works  Regulation  Act  of  1881,  and, 
that  being  the  case,  I  presume  that  the 
duties  of  these  gentlemen  are  to  see 
that  the  Act  is  carried  out.  If  they  do 
carry  out  the  Act,  how  is  it  that  we 
find  the  stonework  of  this  building 
peeling  off  day  after  day  ?  Looking  at 
the  amount  of  money  that  we  spend  on 
these  Inspectors,  I  think  we  have  a 
right  to  look  for  some  result  from  their 
labours,  especially  when  we  know  it 
can  be  displayed  in  connection  with  the 
very  building  in  which  we  are  assembled. 
We  have  a  right,  so  far  as  we  are 
brought  into  immediate  contact  with 
that  which  forms  a  part  of  the  duty  of 
these  gentlemen,  to  expect  that  they 
shall  perform  their  functions  with  in- 
telligence and  circumspection.  If,  in 
connection  with  a  building  like  thia,  we 
find  such  gross  and  palpable  neglect  on 
the  part  of  these  Inspectors,  no  doubt, 
were  we  to  travel  further,  we  should  find 
that  elsewhere  the  condition  of  things 
is  much  worse.  I  should  like  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  to  tell  me  how  it  is  that 
these  Inspectors  have  not  carried  out 
their  duty  so  far  as  that  duty  should  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  condition  of 
the  exterior  of  this  building  ? 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (LiveiiKK>l, 
Scotland) :  I  cannot  see  how  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  who  is  at  the 
head  of  the  Department  to  whom  these 
Inspectors  are  responsible  for  the  pro* 
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per  discharge  of  their  dulios,  can  sit 
still  without  attempting  to  oflfer  a  reply 
when  a  charge  of  this  kind  is  made 
against  the  subordinates  who  are  men- 
tioned in  this  Vote. 

Mb.  EITCHIE:  I  hardly  thought 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  could 
be  serious  in  connecting  the  Inspectors 
under  the  Alkali  Acts  with  the  condi- 
tion of  the  stonework  of  the  House  of 
Commons.    I  failed  to  see  the  cause  and 

Db.  TANNEE  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  The 
effect  is  observable  on  the  structure  of 
this  House. 

Me.  RITCHIE:  The  Inspectors  under 
the  Alkali  Acts  have  to  visit  alkali 
works,  and  see  that  they  obey  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law.  How  the  fact  that 
the  stone  peals  off  the  walls  of  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  can  go  to  show 
that  these  Inspectors  have  not  properly 
carried  out  their  duties  of  inspection  I 
fail  to  see.  I  say  I  cannot  trace  the 
cause  and  effect  in  the  condition  of  the 
House  of  Commons  and  the  details  of 
this  Vote. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOE  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
forgets  that  right  opposite  the  House  of 
Commons,  on  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
are  situated  Messrs.  Doulton's  extensive 
pottery  works.  I  remember  the  Alkali 
Act  being  passed,  and,  if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken, it  applies  to  all  works,  the  noxious 
g^ases  from  which  are  calculated  to  in- 
juriously affect  the  health  of  the  popu- 
lation or  the  condition  of  property 
around  them.  I  believe  I  am  right 
when  I  state  that  the  effect  of  Messrs. 
Doulton's  works  on  all  surrounding 
buildings  and  on  the  health  of  the 
people  in  the  neighbourhood  has  been 
the  subject  of  strong  complaint  and  of 
controversy  for  the  past  15  years.  The 
late  much  respected  Archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury, Dr.  Tait,  over  and  over  again 
called  attention  to  the  injurious  effect  of 
these  works  upon  Lambeth'  Palace  and 
its  inhabitants ;  and  if  any  Inspector  will 
only  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the 
outside  of  this  building,  he  will  have 
no  difficulty  in  satisfying  himself  that 
the  works  in  question  have  a  most 
damaging  effect  upon  the  stonework  of 
theee  Houses.  I  think  my  hon.  Friend 
(Dr.  Tanner)  was  amply  justified  in  the 
observations  he  made. 

Ma.  MOLLOY  (King's  Co.,  Birr) :  I 
notioed  a  gesture  of  dissent  run  along 


the  Benches  opposite  when  my  hon. 
Friend  (Dr.  Tanner)  suggested  a  con- 
nection between  the  Inspectors  under 
the  Alkali  Acts  and  the  condition  of  the 
stonework  of  this  building.  But,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  there  is  a  very  strong 
connection.  By  a  certain  section  of  an 
old  Statute,  Messrs.  Doulton  are  per- 
mitted to  open  the  flues  of  their  works 
whilst  carrying  out  certain  operations. 
Salt  is  used  in  the  furnaces  to  produce 
a  glaze  upon  the  pottery,  and  the  gases 
that  are  evolved  pass  into  the  atmos- 
phere, combine  with  the  moisture,  and 
eventually  form  hydrochloric  acid,  which 
settles  on  the  stonework  of  this  House 
and  causes  very  material  injury. 

Mr.  EITCHIE :  If  the  hon.  Member 
(Dr.  Tanner)  will  communicate  with  me 
privately  on  this  subject  I  shall  be  glad 
to  consider  the  matter. 

Mr.  MOLLOY  (King's  Co.,  Birr) :  I 
have  mentioned  this  subject  frequently 
in  previous  Sessions  of  Parliament ;  but, 
though  I  have  always  received  the  same 
kind  of  answer  as  that  just  given, 
nothing  has  ever  been  done. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

(4.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £6,239,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Office  of  the  Com- 
missioners in  Lunacy  in  England." 

Mr.  MOLLOY  (King's  Co.,  Birr) :  I 
beg  to  move  the  reduction  of  this  Vote 
by  the  sum  of  £9,000,  the  amount  paid 
to  the  Lunacy  Commissioners  in  this 
country,  and  I  do  so  because  I  have 
always  looked  upon  these  Commissioners 
as  I  look  upon  them  to-day — namely, 
as  a  body  utterly  worthless  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  they  are  appointed.  The 
main  purpose  for  which  these  Commis- 
sioners were  instituted,  as  I  have  pointed 
out  Session  after  Session,  was  for  the 
protection  of  the  unfortunate  lunatic. 
Now,  let  me  just  in  a  few  words  explain 
how  these  gentlemen  carry  out  their 
work.  There,  are,  in  all,  six  Commis- 
sioners in  Lunacy,  three  lay  and  three 
professional.  They  are  under  the  Act 
bound  to  go  about  the  country  in 
couples ;  therefore,  we  may  say  that  for 
the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  different 
lunatic  asylums  of  this  country  there  are 
only  three   Commissioners.     Now,  tho 


87 


Supply —  Civil 


{ COMMONS }         Service  Eetimatei. 


88 


duty  of  these  Commissioners  is  not  only 
to  visit  and  look  after  the  asylums,  but 
to  visit  and  examine  the  patients  sepa- 
rately for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
what  their  condition  is,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  any  misuse  of  the 
law  —  this  miserable  and  detestable 
Lunacy  Law.  The  number  of  lunatics 
in  the  country  is  80,000  ;  so  that  it 
comes  to  this — as  the  Commissioners 
must  go  in  couples— that  80,000  lunatics 
have  only  the  protection  which  can  be 
given  in  the  time  that  three  men  can 
devote  to  their  interests.  Now  that,  on 
the  face  of  it,  is  an  absurdity.  Year 
after  year  I  have  called  attention  to  the 
subject,  and  year  after  year  I  am  told — 
**  We  are  about  to  introduce  a  Bill — we 
agpree  with  all  you  say,  and  we  hope 
that  by  next  year  our  measure  will  be 
passed  into  law  and  the  evils  you  com- 
plain of  remedied."  How  does  the 
matter  stand  ?  Three  or  four  Bills  have 
been  introduced  into  the  House  on  the 
subject.  The  hon.  Member  for  Swansea 
(Mr.  Dillwyn)  has  introduced  a  Bill ; 
the  Earl  of  Selborne  introduced  another 
in  the  House  of  Lords ;  but  though  it 
passed  all  its  stages  in  the  other  House 
there  it  rested,  and  there,  I  suppose,  it 
will  rest  until  Doomsday  unless  we  can 
induce  the  Government  to  be  active  in 
the  matter.  The  Commissioners  do  not 
do  the  work  as  they  ought  to  perform 
it ;  and  I  complain  this  year,  as  I  have 
complained  year  after  year,  that,  by 
what  means  I  am  unable  to  tell,  in  the 
case  of  private  lunatic  asylums,  when 
the  Inspectors  go  to  visit  the  patients 
the  fact  of  their  intended  visits  is  in- 
variably known  beforehand  to  the 
keepers  of  these  establishments.  As  it 
came  out  in  evidence  in  our  Law  Courts 
not  long  ago,  and  in  evidence  before  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  question  of 
Lunacy,  the  fact  of  an  intended  visit  is 
known  beforehand  and  preparations  are 
made  for  it,  everything  is  cleaned  and 
everybody  is  looking  happy  and  smiling. 
Such  visits  are  not  worth  a  straw. 
These  Inspectors  have  under  their  pro- 
tection unfortunate  people,  some  of 
whom  we  know  are  incarcerated  im- 
properly for  private  purposes,  and  are 
no  more  lunatics  than  we  are  in  this 
House.  This  was  proved  in  some  of 
the  evidence  which  has  recently  been 
given  in  lunacy  cases.  Now,  what  are 
these  private  asvlums,  because  it  might 
appear  that  an  inspeotion  and  close  ex- 
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amination    into    the  condition    of  the 
people  in  these  establishments  is  not 
necessary  ?    Well,  the  Earl  of  Selborne, 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  when  speaking 
on  these  subjects — I  think  it  was  the 
Earl  of   Selborne — mentioned  the   fact 
that  the  discharged  coachman  of  one  of 
his  friends  was  then  keeping  a  private 
asylum.    I  should  be  sorry  to  say  that 
that   is   the  general  character  of  the 
keepers  of  these  institutions.    Far  firom 
it.     Still,  such  people  do  keep  them; 
and,  therefore,  it  will  be  seen  how  ne- 
cessary it  is  that  these  institutions  should 
be  subject  to  the  closest  inspection  and 
examination.     Of  course,  visits  to  the 
public  asylums  are  not  of  such  import- 
ance,   in    one    sense,    because    public 
asylums  are  under  public  view,  and  the 
difference  between   public  and  private 
institutions  of  this  kind  is  that  whilst 
in  the  former  the  keeping  of  lunatics  is 
not  a  question  of  gain,  in  the  latter  it  is 
the  reverse.     The  public  asylums  are 
public  institutions,  the  people  connected 
with  which  are    paid    by   the    State ; 
whereas   the    other    class    of   asylums 
are  private  undertakings,  the  whole  aim 
and  object  of  the  keepers  being  to  make 
a  profit  out  of  the  patients.    I  will  not 
go  into  detail  on  this  point,  although  it 
is  a  very  serious  matter,  and  I  am  very 
much  in  earnest  with  regard  to  it.    1 
could  show,   by  quotations  as  to  the 
number  of  deaths  in  private  asylums 
and  the  number  in  public  asylums,  and 
the  number  of  cures  in  the  one  class  of 
institutions  and  in  the  other — I  could 
give  a  clear  indication,   nay,  absolute 
proof,  that  the  interest  of  the  patient 
is    not    looked    after   in    the    private 
asylums,  but  that  he  is  kept  there  for 
the  purpose  of  gain.    You  would  get 
at  this    inditation  by    comparing  the 
death-rate  and  the  number  of  cures 
under  the  two  systems.    I  have  another 
objection  to  the  Lunacy  Commissioners. 
When  the  Earl  of  Selborne  introduced 
his  Bill  last  year,  they  made  some  re- 
commendations, which,  of  course,  were 
received  as  such  recommendations  al- 
ways are  received — namely,   with  re- 
spect ;  but  these  recommendations  were 
not  carried  out,  and  the  Chairman  or 
the  Head  of   these  Lunacy   Commis- 
sioners resigned  iii  high  dudgeon.  Well, 
I  think  it  would  be  a   good  thing  it 
the  other  Commissionsers  would  follow 
this  example,  and  we  could  get  rid  of 
them  aU..    This  is  the  way  thqr  deal 
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with  the  proposed  reform  of  the  Lunacy 
Laws.  Li  their  last  quarterly  Beport 
they  complained  of  the  proposed  inter- 
vention of  a  County  Court  Judge,  a 
Stipendiary  Magistrate,  or  two  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  in  the  matter  of  the  in- 
carceration of  a  lunatic.  At  present  the 
law  is  that  two  persons,  even  if  uncon- 
nected in  e^ery  shape  and  form  with  an 
individual,  can,  by  procuring  a  certificate 
from  two  medical  gentlemen,  obtain  the 
incarceration  of  that  individual.  So  that 
if  I  have  a  grievance  against  anyone, 
and  can  find  two  medical  men  who  will 
give  me  a  certificate — not  a  probability, 
but  certainly  not  an  impossibility,  as  we 
know  from  circumstances  which  have 
recently  transpired — I  can  obtain  that 
person's  incarceration  in  a  lunatic 
asylum.  An  hon.  Member  opposite  is 
laughing  at  me ;  but  I  tell  him  that  if 
I  can  get  two  medical  men  to  certify  to 
his  insanity  I  can  incarcerate  him  in  a 
lunatic  asylum.  \_ZaugMer.']  I  beg  the 
hon.  Member's  pardon  ;  I  did  not  mean 
anything  personal.  I  was  endeavouring 
to  explain  what  the  law  is.  These  Com- 
missioners were  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  protecting  the  public  as  well  as 
the  lunatics,  and  the  object  of  the  Bill 
introduced  into  the  House  of  Lords  was 
to  allow  of  the  intervention  of  a  County 
Court  Judge,  of  a  Magistrate,  or  two 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  in  this  sense — 
that  before  you  could  obtain  the  incar- 
ceration of  a  person,  the  medical  cer- 
tificate was  to  be  certified  by  a  public 
Local  Authority.  Then,  a  second  object 
sought  to  be  obtained  by  a  reform  of 
the  Lunacy  Laws  is  power  for  these 
Local  Authorities  to  visit  and  examine 
the  asylums  on  certain  fixed  occasions. 
The  Commissioners  object  to  the  Local 
Authority  having  power  to  visit  and 
examine  lunatics,  I  think,  once  in  three 
years.  Now,  these  are  the  gentlemen 
who  have  been  appointed  to  protect  the 
interests  of  lunatics,  and  who  receive — 
six  of  them— £9,000  a-year,  or  £1,500 
each.  I  assert  that  when  reforms  are 
proposed  by  Parliament  these  gentle- 
men object  to  them,  on  the  groimd  that 
they  will  g^ve  further  protection  to  these 
unfortunate  lunatics.  But  the  very  sys- 
tem which  they  object  to  is  the  system 
in  vogue  in  Scotland  at  the  present 
time,  where  it  has  been  found  to  work 
exceedingly  well.  It  was  because  of  the 
experience  we  had  obtained  in  Scotland 
that  the  reforms  were  introduced  in  the 


measure  I  have  referred  to,  which  passed 
through  all  its  stages  in  the  House  of 
Lords  last  Session.  I  object  to  these 
Commissioners,  because  I  think  they 
are  useless  for  the  purpose  for  which 
they  were  appointed.  As  collectors  of 
statistics  they  are,  no  doubt,  very  good 
indeed ;  but  the  collection  of  statistics  is 
a  work  which  can  be  very  satisfactorily 
performed  by  persons  paid  at  a  much 
less  rate  and  possessing  much  less  power 
than  these  Commissioners.  I  should 
like  to  see  men  appointed  as  Commin- 
sioners  who  would  look  into  the  law,  in- 
quire into  the  circumstances  of  the  cases, 
and  understand  the  wants  of  these  poor 
people.  By  no  act  of  the  Commissioners 
has  freedom  ever  been  restored  to  an 
alleged  lunatic.  For  six  or  seven  years 
I  have  taken  an  interest  in  this  matter, 
and  yet,  in  that  period,  I  cannot  recall  a 
single  case  in  which  an  alleged  lunatic 
has  been  freed  from  his  incarceration 
by  any  act  of  the  Commissioners.  On 
the  contrary,  so  far  as  my  memery 
serves  me,  they  have  invariably  acted 
as  obstacles  to  the  freeing  of  alleged 
lunatics  from  the  asylums.  Their  visits 
and  examinations  must  be  of  the  most 
cursory  character  ;  because,  if  you  take 
the  private  asylums  alone,  they  have 
not  sufficient  time  to  do  the  work.  The 
inspection  of  these  places  alone  would 
more  than  occupy  all  the  time  they  have 
at  their  disposal.  And  this  question  of 
inspection  is  a  question  I  call  more  at- 
tention to  than  anything  else,  because 
the  public  asylums,  like  public  prisons 
and  hospitals,  are  open  to  public  inspec- 
tion. That  is  not  the  case  with  private 
asylums ;  and  it  is  ridiculous,  on  the  face 
of  it,  to  suppose  that  three  sets  of  Com- 
missioners can  visit  all  the  persons  incar- 
cerated and  detect  such  fraudulent  cases 
as  in  the  course  of  the  debates  in  the 
House  of  Lords  were  shown  to  be  pos- 
sible. I  hope  ■  the  Bill  which  passed 
through*  the  House  of  Lords  will  be  in- 
troduced in  this  House  next  Session  by 
the  Government.  If  it  is  not  introduced, 
it  will  be  brought  forward  by  a  private 
Member,  if  not  in  its  entirety,  at  least 
in  its  main  features.  There  is  one  point 
in  the  Bill  as  introduced  into  the  House 
of  Lords  to  which  I  object.  My  objec- 
tion to  private  asylums  is  based  on  the 
single  ground  that  the  interests  of  pro- 
prietors is  not  the  protection  or  cure  of 
a  patient,  but  is  that  of  a  common 
tradesman  in  the  matter.     That  is  a 
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principle  which,  I  think,  is  quite  enough 
to  put  an  end  to  all  private  asylums  in 
the  country ;  but  the  proposition  which 
was  made  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  this 
matter  was  one  which,  to  my  mind,  was 
utterly  ridiculous.      They  proposed    a 
kind  of  tontine  arrangement ;  and  if  it 
is  proposed  again,    I  shall  give  it  my 
strongest  opposition,  and  I  know  several 
hon.  Members  who   will  do  the  same. 
They  proposed  in  this  Bill  that  no  more 
certificates  shall  be  given  for  the  hold- 
ing and  maintaining  of  private  asylums, 
but  that  those  who  hold  certificates  at 
the   present  time   shall  be  entitled  to 
continue  to  do  so.  They  begin  by  assert- 
ing, as  I  assert,  that  the  whole  system  of 
private  lunatic  asylums  is  wrong  in  its 
very  essence,  and  then  they  compromise 
the  matter  by  allowing  existing  institu- 
tions to  coDtinue.  They  allow  the  assign- 
ing of  a  certificate  of  an  asylum  just  as  if 
it  were  a  public-house.  They  express  an 
opinion  against  the  continuing  of  private 
asylums,  and  then  they  allow  them  to 
continue  with  just  the  same  force.     If 
their  proposal  has  any  other  meaning, 
it  is  this,  that  as  the  holders  of  private 
asylums  die  out  the  money  interest  of 
the  remaining  owners  shall  be  increased; 
and  they  propose  this  on  the  ground  that 
otherwise  they  would  be  compelled  to 
pay  compensation  to  the  proprietors  of 
the  private  asylums,  if  they  refused  to 
allow  them    to    continue    their  trade. 
Now,  to   my  mind,  that   is  incompre- 
hensible.    You  grant  a  certificate  to  a 
man   to   permit  him  to  keep  a  private 
asylum.     He  pays  a  small  fee,  but  that 
small  fee  does    not  give  him  any  pro- 
perty.    It   is   simply  to  bring  him,  so 
to  speak,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Lunacy  Commissioners,  and  to  prevent 
people  from   keeping   asylums  without 
being  registered.     I  object  to  this  pro- 
vision in  the  Earl  of  8elborne*s  Bill, 
and  I  allude  to  it  now  because  it  is  sure 
to  be  introduced  in  any  future'Bill  com- 
ing from  a  similar  quarter.     I  object  to 
it  altogether,  because  I  say  that  the  cer- 
tificate is  simply  a  certificate  of  registra- 
tion,   and  that  it  gives  the   holder  no 
more  right  than  is  possessed  by  any  pri- 
vate individual.     To  introduce  the  ques- 
tion of  compensation  because  you  put 
an  end  to  that  which  is  wrong,  is  carry- 
ing the  doctrine  of  compensation  to  a 
most  ridiculous  point.     Well,  as  I  have 
said,  I  do  not  wish  to  detain  the  Com- 
mittee by  going  too  fully  into  this  ques- 
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tion.  I  have  made  my  proteet  against 
this  Vote  regularly  for  the  last  three 
years.  I  make  my  protest  against  it 
again  this  year.  I  have  gone  a  little 
into  detail  simply  for  the  purpose  of 
drawing  attention  to  a  proposal  in  the 
proposed  legislation  which  ought  not  to 
be  accepted — that  is  to  say,  the  proposal 
to  continue  existing  private  asylums, 
which  we  are  all  agreed  are  wrong 
in  principle,  and  also  the  proposal  to 
grant  compensation  because  you  refuse 
to  allow  these  men  holding  your  certifi- 
cate to  continue  a  trade  which  is  wrong 
and  which  is  injurious  to  the  public 
good.  I  move  to  reduce  the  Vote  by 
£9.000. 

The  chairman  :  I  would  point  out 
to  the  hon.  Member  that  the  sum  now 
asked  for  is  only  £6,239. 

Mr.  MOLLOY  :  Then  I  move  to  re- 
duce it  by  £6,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

*'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £239,  be  granted 
to  Uer  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  nece«uy 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  coome 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31ft 
day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries  and  Ex- 
penses of  the  Office  of  the  Commiasionera  in 
Lunacy  in  England." — {Mr,  Molloy,) 

Mb.  W.  J.  CORBET  (Wicklow,  E.) : 
I  agree  with  every  word  that  has  faUen 
from  my  hon.  Friend — or  with  every- 
thing but  one  observation.  He  compli- 
mented the  Commissioners  as  a  body  for 
the  collection  and  publication  of  statis- 
tics. I  must  disagpree  with  my  hon.  Friend 
in  that  matter,  and  I  wish  to  ^ve  some 
information  to  the  Committee  on  one  or 
two  points  in  regard  to  it.  In  the  first 
place,  I  want  to  point  out  that  in  the 
Keport  which  the  Commissioners  have 
just  issued,  and  in  preceding  Reports, 
there  is  to  be  found  no  account  of  the 
cost  of  maintaining  the  lunatic  poor  of 
England.  Now  that  is  a  very  remark- 
able fact.  I  find  that  in  the  Reports  of 
the  Scotch  Commissioners  and  of  the 
Irish  Commissioners  there  are  very 
complete  and  admirable  tables  setting 
forth  in  full  the  details  of  the  expen- 
diture for  maintenance,  and  also  seUing 
forth  the  cost  for  buildings  and  every 
other  charge  connected  with  the  main- 
tenance of  the  lunatic  poor,  and  I  fail  to 
see  how  it  would  be  impossible  in  this 
country,  where  finance  is  supposed  to  be 
conducted  in  so  superior  a  manner,  for  the 
English  Lunacy  Commissioners  to  give 
a  similar  statement  of  account.    There 
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is  another  remarkable  feature  in  this 
Report  of  the  Lanaoj  Oommissioners. 
They  have  stated,  over  and  over  again, 
that  insanity  is  not  on  the  increase. 
They  have  attempted  to  show  that  such 
is  the  fact  in  ways  of  their  own,  but  I 
find  from  this  Beport  that  the  actual 
numbers  of  insane  have  increased  year 
by  year  from  36,762  in  1859,  to  80,156 
in  1885;  and  yet  they  go  on  asserting 
annually — they  have  a  paragraph  for 
that  purpose  in  their  Keports— that  there 
is  no  increase  at  all.  In  their  15th  Be- 
port, page  75,  they  say — 

"Daring  the  10  years,  from  1st  January, 
1849,  to  1st  January,  1859,  the  number  of  pa- 
tients in  the  various  asylums  of  England  and 
Wales  has  advanced  from  14.560  to  22,853." 

And  they  go  on  to  say — 

**  The  great  increase  which  has  taken  place 
in  the  number  of  patients  in  asylums  is  limited 
almost  entirely  to  pauper  and  criminal  pa- 
tients." 

They  then  enter  into  figures  as  to  pa- 
tients in  private  asylums,  and  they 
say — 

''The  foregoing  calculations  clearly  show 
that  while  the  number  of  pauper  patients  has 
increased  so  enormously  " — 

they  admit  the  enormous  increase — 

*'  there  has  been  no  augmentation  of  the 
private  cases.*' 

Now,  I  just  wish  to  dwell  for  a  moment 
on  this  matter — and  perhaps  it  is  a 
more  important  one  than  some  hon. 
Members  would  imagine.  I  hold  it  to 
be  the  duty  of  these  Commissioners,  so 
far  from  minimizing  and  making  light 
of  so  g^ve  a  matter  as  the  affliction  of 
insanity — it  is  their  duty,  I  say,  as 
honest  servants  of  the  public  to  let 
the  public  know  the  actual  truth. 
In  one  of  their  Beports  they  attempt 
to  account  for  the  increase  under  three 
heads.  First,  the  large  number  of 
cases  previously  unreported  and  only 
recently  brought  under  observation ; 
secondly,  the  increased  number  of  those 
sent  to  asylums ;  and,  thirdly,  the  pro- 
longation of  their  life  which  occurred  in 
consequence.  Now  I  admit  to  the  full 
the  justice  of  the  way  in  which  they  pro- 
ceed to  explain  the  increase;  but  this 
explanation  was  given  26  years  ago,  and 
the  numbers  were  only  then  brought  up 
to  22,855,  and  the  solution  they  gave 
was  in  my  mind  a  reasonable  one.  But 
then  how  does  the  matter  stand  at  the 
present  time,  when  the  number  has  quad- 
mpled?    They  give  in  their  40th  Be- 


port a  Table  which  completely  upsets  all 
their  theories  of  no  increase.  I  will  not 
trouble  the  Committtee  by  going  through 
all  the  figures  on  page  10  of  the  40  th 
Beport.  But  in  1859  I  find  that  the 
number  of  lunatics  in  borough  and  county 
asylums  was  1 5,844 ;  the  number  in  those 
asylums  to-day  is  48,139;  the  number 
in  registered  hospitals  was  1,855,  the 
number  at  the  date  of  their  last  Beport 
is  3,219;  the  number  in  Metropolitan 
licensed  houses  in  1859  was  2,551,  at 
present  it  is  2,426;  the  number 
residing  with  relatives  and  friends 
was  5,920,  it  is  now  6,313.  The  total 
in  1859  was  36,762,  and  the  gross  total, 
including  those  in  Broadmoor  and  the 
Metropolitan  District  Asylums,  is  now 
80,156.  It  is  then  quite  plain  that  in 
every  department,  both  in  the  public  in- 
stitutions and  in  regard  to  those  pro- 
vided for  by  their  friends,  there  has 
been,  with  trifling  exceptions,  an  enor- 
mous increase.  Now,  with  regard  to  their 
position,  which  has  been  referred  to  by 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  King's 
County  (Mr.  MoUoy).  With  reference 
to  the  Lunacy  Bill,  which  was  read  three 
times  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  a  first 
time  in  this  House,  I  think  it  a  verj  re- 
markable thing  that  they  should  have 
opposed  the  measure,  which  I  consider 
would  have  been  a  very  beneficial  one 
in  regard  to  the  insane  population  of 
the  country.  There  is  one  matter  to 
which  I  desire  to  refer  before  I  sit 
down.  I  allude  to  a  case  upon  which 
the  Limacy  Commissioners  obtained  an 
order  from  Lord  Chancellor  Selborne  to 
make  a  Beport — ^the  case  of  a  lady  and 
her  daughter,  both  alleged  to  be  insane, 
and  who  were  detained  in  the  house  of 
a  gardener  at  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight. 
The  Commissioners  endeavoured  to  exe- 
cute the  Lord  Chancellor's  order,  but 
were  met  with  determined  opposition  on 
the  part  of  the  gardener  and  his  wife, 
who,  on  two  successive  days,  refused  them 
admission  to  the  house.  These  people 
were  in  consequence  summoned  before 
the  magistrates,  the  wife  was  discharged, 
but  the  husband  was  convicted  and  fined 
in  a  mitigated  penalty.  The  order  was 
subsequently  executed ;  but  it  was  found 
that  the  younger  lady  had  been  removed, 
and  had  left  England,  and  that  the 
mother  was  in  a  moribund  state,  and, 
it  appears,  died  very  soon  afterwards. 
The  Commissioners  did  not  say  that 
there  were  any  inquiries  further  than 
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this.  I  shall  certainly  support  the  Mo- 
tion of  my  hon.  Friend  for  the  reduction 
of  this  Vote.  I  desire  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  the  Beport  itself,  and  to  say  that 
it  is  incomplete.  Several  times  I  have 
brought  before  the  House  the  fact  that 
these  Commissioners  do  not  produce 
their  Eeport  until  Parliament  is  either 
risen  or  is  about  to  rise ;  and  now  I  find, 
from  their  preliminary  observations  in 
this  Beport,  that  they  complain  rather 
bitterly  of  having  been  forced  to  bring 
it  out  so  early  as  in  July,  and  allude  to 
the  fact  that  the  Beport  is  in  conse- 
quence wanting  in  some  particulars. 
We  all  know  that  Committees  of  this 
House  sit  and  take  evidence,  and  print 
it  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks,  pro- 
ducing Beports — in  a  few  months  cer- 
tainly— which  are  of  much  greater  im- 
portance than  the  Beport  of  these  Com- 
missioners ;  and,  therefore,  I  do  not 
think  that  they  have  any  just  ground  of 
excuse  for  failing  to  produce  their  Be- 
port in  full  within  the  time  specified. 
Sir,  I  beg  to  support  the  Motion  of  my 
hon.  Friend. 

Dr.  TANNEB  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  No 
doubt,  the  Beport  resulting  from  any 
inquiry  into  the  existing  state  of  afi'airs 
by  the  Commissioners  in  Lunacy  is  a 
most  valuable  and  important  document. 
When  we  look  into  the  state  of  these 
unfortunate  people,  who  are  afflicted  in 
the  greatest  degree,  and  see  how  de- 
pendent they  are  upon  the  benevolence 
of  the  State,  we  find  many  instances 
which  must  move  the  natural  feelings 
of  hon.  Members  to  try  and  promote 
the  comfort  of  this  class.  I  cannot  help 
saying,  from  what  we  have  heard  this 
evening,  that  a  complete  case  has  been 
put  before  the  Committee  by  my  hon. 
Friend,  and  I  shall  have  pleasure  in 
supporting  his  Motion.  When  we  con- 
sider that  there  are  80,000  people  in 
England  afflicted  with  insanity,  and 
when  we  take  into  consideration  that  a 
large  number  of  these  persons  are  left 
to  the  tender  mercies  of  managers  and 
proprietors  of  asylums,  when  what  wo 
know  of  these  asylums  is  a  disgrace  to 
the  humane  feelings  of  the  majority  of 
the  population,  the  importance  of  the 
subject  impresses  itself  most  deeply 
upon  our  consideration.  Now,  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  Commissioners  in  Lunacy, 
from  what  we  have  heard  to-night,  do 
not  perform  their  work  in  a  satisfactory 
manner.     For  my  own  part,  I  cannot 
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help  saying,  and  I  believe  many  hon. 
Members  will  agree  with  me,  that  we 
are,  to  a  certain  extent,  biased  by  the 
expressions  which  are  used  in  connec- 
tion with  this  subject.  The  history  of 
the  past  shows  us  that  the  insane  have 
been  dealt  with  in  a  way  not  at  all 
suited  to  their  condition ;  and  perhapa 
many  Members  of  this  House  hare  read 
a  book  which  at  one  time  tended  more 
than  anything  else  to  bring  this  matter 
under  the  consideration  of  Parliament. 
I  refer  to  VaUntine  Vox,  a  book  which  I 
read  many  years  ago.  There  are  many 
points  mentioned  in  that  book  which 
are,  practically  speaking,  true  to-day. 
Of  course,  we  appoint  Commissioners 
to  inspect  the  asylums;  but,  speaking 
as  a  medical  man,  I  know  that  these 
Commissioners  find  very  g^eat  difficulty 
in  dealing  with  this  part  of  the  work, 
because  we  know  that  a  person  8u£Fering 
from  what  is  called  dementia  may  be 
perfectly  sane  for  a  week  or  a  fortrnght, 
and  then  go  off  his  head  again  for  two 
or  three  days,  passing  from  complete 
sanity  to  savage  mania.  In  many  in- 
stances it  is  very  difficult  for  them  to 
express  an  opinion  in  these  eases,  and 
the  consequence  is  that,  when  the  Com- 
missioners go  down  to  any  of  the  asyloms, 
they  have  more  or  less  to  act  upon  the 
ipse  dixit  of  the  medical  man  in  charge, 
which,  unfortunately,  is  not  always  re- 
liable. As  a  medical  man,  I  dislDce  to 
say  anything  against  the  Profession  to 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  belong.  In 
dealing  with  this  subject  of  private 
lunatic  asylums  the  element  'of  profit 
must  not  be  lost  sight  of ;  and  this  is  a 
point  which  demands  the  strictest  in- 
vestigation. I  think  this  ought  to  be 
seen  into  more  thoroughly  than  it  is  at 
present.  I  remember  a  case  in  point 
which  occurred  about  four  years  ago  in 
connection  with  a  private  lunatic  asylam. 
The  case  was  not  brought  forward,  be- 
cause the  relatives  of  the  lunatic  did  not 
like  to  make  the  matter  public.  The 
lunatic  in  question  was  a  professional 
man  who  had  been  a  clergyman,  and 
was  afflicted  with  a  propensity  for  the 
excessive  use  of  alcoholic  liquors.  He 
was  a  man  of  weak  constitution,  which 
brought  about  the  particular  form  of 
insanity  with  which  he  was  afflicted, 
and  he  was  confined  in  a  private  asylum. 
We  know  that  people  who  go  niad  in 
consequence  of  drink  get  worse  for  a 
few  days  after  they  are  deprived  of  it, 
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and  afterwards,  as  a  rule,  improve  and 
recover.  Well,  this  gentleman  was  con- 
fined for  about  nine  or  ten  months,  and 
a  member  of  his  family  wished  to  get 
him  out  of  the  asylum  ;  but,  on  inquiry, 
they  were  told  it  would  be  better  to 
wait  a  little  longer.  This  is  the  usual 
answer  that  is  given  at  private  asylums. 
After  a  great  deal  of  trouble  Commis- 
sioners were  appointed  to  visit  the 
asylum.  The  Commissioners  came  down, 
but  decided  to  postpone  their  examina- 
tion until  the  next  day.  What  had  been 
done  to  this  poor  man  ?  The  fact  is,  in 
the  meantime,  he  had  been  allowed  to 
get  hold  of  some  liquor.  When  the 
Commissioners  came  to  the  asylum  they 
were  received  with  a  smirk  on  the  part 
of  the  proprietor,  and  notably  on  the 
part  of  the  underlings  in  charge  ;  they 
were  shown  into  a  room,  and  there  they 
found  this  unfortunate  man  lying  on  a 
table  with  his  abdomen  quite  bare ; 
upon  it  was  a  kettle  of  water ;  and  he 
informed  the  Commissioners  that  he  had 
a  fire  inside  him,  and  was  boiling  the 
kettle  to  make  punch.  The  Commis- 
sioners would  not  be  satisfied  with 
simple  investigation ;  but  they  went 
fartner  and  inquired  into  the  cause. 
What  happened  was  that,  in  the 
course  of  a  fortnight,  the  man,  whose 
case  was  considered  as  hopeless,  became 
completely  well ;  and,  owing  to  the 
efforts  of  his  relative,  who  insisted 
upon  the  Commissioners  going  down 
again,  he  was  released.  But  it  is  not 
easy  to  get  the  Commissions  to  go  down 
a  second  time.  They  are  often  satisfied 
with  a  single  visit ;  and  it  is  a  notorious 
fact  that  they  take  the  ipse  dixit  of  the 
medical  man  in  charge.  Unfortunately, 
they  remind  me  of  the  practice  of  con- 
sulting physicians,  who,  when  they  are 
called  in  to  see  a  case  and  have  an- 
nounced the  determination  they  have 
come  to,  always  begin  by  stating  that 
they  completely  and  entirely  agree  with 
the  physician  in  charge ;  the  only  differ- 
ence being  that  the  ordinary  consult- 
ing physician  is  always  bound  to  do  some 
little  thing,  if  possible,  in  the  case,  be- 
cause it  is  expected  of  him.  These  Com- 
missioners are  bound  to  send  in  a  Be- 
port ;  and  here  I  must  endorse  the  state- 
ment of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  King's  County  (Mr.  Molloy),  who  re- 
ferred to  the  Beports  of  the  Commis- 
sioners as  a  scandal  and  as  utterly 
wortiileee  as  regards  the  main  purpose 
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for  which  the  Commissioners  are  ap- 
pointed— namely,  the  protection  of 
lunatics.  It  is  for  issuing  such  Heports 
as  these  that  the  Commissioners  enjoy 
large  salaries.  I  trust  that  this  debate 
will  produce  some  results.  I  hope  that 
a  yearly  Report  will  be  issued,  setting 
forth  on  the  face  of  it  the  number  of 
private  asylums  which  have  been  visited 
by  the  Commissioners.  When  we  look 
into  the  case  of  private  asylums  and 
contrast  them,  and  the  way  they  are 
managed,  with  public  asylums,  we  see 
that  the  private  asylums  are  not  so  well 
cared  for  as  the  public  asylums.  The 
reason  of  this  is  perfectly  clear ;  the 
statistics  at  our  hand  show  us  that  the 
patients  confied  in  private  lunatic  asy- 
lums live  for  a  long  time.  Of  course  they 
do.  Why  ?  Because  they  are  paid  for  ; 
and  we  know  that  in  many  cases  people 
who  are  sent  to  private  lunatic  asylums 
are  actually  paid  for  after  they  are  dead. 
That  is  stated  in  the  Heport  of  the  Com- 
missioners ;  and  there  have  been  many 
instances  in  recent  years.  But,  although 
the  inmates  of  private  asylums  do  live 
for  a  considerable  time,  still  they  do 
not  recover  in  the  same  ratio  as  those  in 
public  asylums.  This  is  a  matter  which 
ought  thoroughly  to  be  investigated  by 
the  Commissioners,  who  ought  to  add 
their  quota  to  the  knowledge  we  already 
possess  of  this  remarkable  portion  of 
medical  science ;  and  I  trust  that  in 
future  they  will  attend  to  their  duty  in 
this  respect  more  fully  and  completely 
than  they  have  done  hitherto. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  THE  HOME  DEPART- 
MENT  (Mr.  Stuart- Wortley)  (Shef- 
field, Hallam) :  I  have  listened  with 
great  attention  to  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  have  brought  under  the  notice  of 
the  Committee  the  serious  defects  of 
the  present  system.  It  is  not  the  first 
time  that  I  have  listened  to  their  ear- 
nest and  conscientious  pleading,  and 
it  is  not  the  first  time  that  I  am  com- 
pelled to  refer  to  the  overmastering  cir- 
cumstances which  prevent  the  Govern- 
ment taking  in  hand  legislation  to  meet 
the  evils  of  which  they  speak.  Last 
year  I  undertook,  on  the  part  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  then  in  Office, 
that  they  would  view  with  favour  all 
efforts  to  promote  legislation  ;  and,  ac- 
cordingly, I  am  able  to  tell  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  that  the  then  Lord  Chan- 
cellor had  prepared  a  measure  which  ho 
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would  have  submitted  to  the  House  of 
Lords  had  that  Goyernment  remained  in 
Office.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
who  occupied  the  Woolsack  in  the  time 
of  the  last  Government  did  introduce  a 
Bill,  which  passed  the  House  of  Lords 
and  came  down  to  this  House;  but, 
owing  to  untoward  circumstances,  legis- 
lation had  to  be  put  a  stop  to.  It  is 
rather  hard  that  the  Commissioners 
should  be  found  fault  with,  and  that  a 
proposal  should  be  made  to  reduce  their 
salaries,  because  Parliament  has  been 
unable  to  amend  the  Lunacy  Laws  in 
the  direction  in  which  they  required 
amendment.  I  have  had  difficulty  in 
making  out,  from  the  speeches  of  hon. 
Members  opposite,  whether  they  wish  to 
increase  the  number  of  Commissioners 
or  to  have  none  at  all ;  whether  it  is 
wanted  to  make  easy  their  difficulties,  so 
as  to  make  them  able  to  prevent  abuses. 
I  believe  that  the  latter  is  the  true  policy, 
and  such  would  have  been  the  object  of 
the  legislation  of  the  House  of  Lords 
last  Session.  The  Bill  of  last  Session 
aimed  at  the  gradual  extinction  of  pri- 
vate asylums;  but  hon.  Members  will 
see  that  we  cannot  abolish  these  all  at 
once,  because  we  have  at  present  no 
substitute  for  them,  and  the  only  way  to 
extinguish  them  would  be  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  asylums  for  paying  patients. 
With  regard  to  the  question  of  requiring 
an  order  of  a  magistrate  before  you 
detain  a  lunatic,  it  is  hard  to  find  fault 
with  the  Commissioners  because  they 
disapproved  of  this  portion  of  the  Bill. 
I  can  assure  the  hon.  Member  for  King's 
County  (Mr.  Molloy),  and  other  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  take  an  interest  in  this 
subject,  that  between  this  and  the  next 
Session  of  Parliament  it  will  occupy  my 
most  earnest  attention,  and  that  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  and  that  no  time 
will  be  lost  in  asking  the  assent  of  Par- 
liament to  legislation.  I  do  not  propose 
to  deal  any  further  now  with  the  un- 
doubtedly important  matters  raised  by 
hon.  Members  opposite.  I  ask  them  to 
be  content  with  the  fact  that  nothing 
will  be  left  undone  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  what  they  consider  to  be  con- 
ducive to  the  welfare  of  this  class  of  the 
afflicted.  The  hon.  Member  for  Wick- 
low  (Mr.  W.  J.  Corbet)  has  referred  to 
the  Beport  of  the  Commissioners.  The 
Commissioners  were  asked  to  bring  out 
their  Beport  earlier  this  year ;  but  they 
were  supplied  with  no  additional  staff  | 

Mr.  Stuart'  Wortley 


and  no  additional  powers  for  the  pur- 
pose of  acceleration.  With  regard  to 
this,  I  may  say  that  the  arrangement 
might  possibly  have  been  made  more 
lucid  had  they  been  allowed  more  time 
in  which  to  bring  out  their  Beport.  I 
trust,  after  this  explanation,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  not  see  any  neoessity  to 
offer  serious  opposition  to  the  Vote. 

Mb.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  My 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the  Birr 
Division  of  King's  County  (Mr.  Molloy), 
who  moved  the  Motion  for  the  reduction 
of  this  Vote,  is  not  present  at  this  mo- 
ment ;  but  I  am  sure  we  shall  be  con- 
sulting his  wishes  if  we  take  a  division. 
My  hon.  Friend  has  stated  to-night  that 
this  is  the  fourth  year  he  has  drawn  at- 
tention to  this  subject.  Notwithstanding 
this,  he  is  treated  in  the  scantiest  man- 
ner— in  such  a  manner,  in  fact,  as  al- 
most leads  one  to  suppose  that  the  Go- 
vernment doubt  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
sincerity  in  bringing  the  matter  forward. 
Under  these  circumstances,  and  con- 
sidering that  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Stuart- Wortley)  gave  us  no  assurance 
that  there  will  be  any  legislation  tending 
in  the  direction  pointed  out  by  my  hon. 
Friend,  we  are  bound  to  go  to  a  division. 
We  shall  divide  as  a  practical  protest 
against  this  system  of  procrastination. 
The  assurance  that  this  subject  will  re- 
ceive the  most  earnest  attention  of  the 
Government  is  of  the  most  stereotyped 
character.  In  Ireland,  when  we  hear 
that  the  Government  are  going  to  give 
most  earnest  and  serious  attention  to  any 
matter,  we  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
they  are  not  going  to  do  anything  what- 
ever until  they  are  absolutely  compelled. 
The  hon.  Gentleman(Mr.  Stuart- Wortley) 
has  said  that  there  is  other  Business  before 
Parliament  which  prevents  legislation 
on  this  subject.  He  must  know  per- 
fectly well  that,  even  though  Irish  ques- 
tions do  monopolize  the  larger  share  of 
the  time  of  Parliament,  non-contentious 
legislation — and  no  one  will  pretend 
for  a  moment  that  legislation  on  thb 
subject  is  other  than  of  a  non-contentious 
character — has  in  these  times  a  good 
chance  of  passing.  I  will  not  aieume 
that  anyone  in  this  House  has  any  other 
motive  than  to  benefit  this  unfortunate 
class  of  human  beings ;  secondly,  I  can- 
not imagine  anyone  in  this  House  setting 
up  his  views  in  opposition  to  those  which 
will  be  generally  conceded  to  be  right ; 
and  I  am  confident  that  if  a  Bill  were 
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introdiioed  dealing  with  this  subject,  and 
oommanding  the  support  of  a  large 
number  of  Members,  it  would  not  ex- 
perience any  difficulty  in  passing  through 
all  its  stages  in  the  busiest  time.  This 
is  the  fourth  time  the  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Molloy)  has  drawn  attention  to  this 
question.  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
went  to  a  division  on  previous  occasions 
— probably  he  did  not,  and  it  turns  out 
that  his  forbearaDce  has  been  rewarded 
by  nothing  being  done.  I  think  we  are 
bound  to  go  a  step  further  on  this  occa- 
sion ;  and,  therefore,  if  I  am  allowed  to 
do  so,  I  shall  insist  upon  a  division  being 
taken 

Mr!  AETHUE  O'CONNOE  (Donegal, 
E.) :  I  do  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
offering  any  opinion  on  the  question  of 
the  debate,  and  for  the  very  reason  that 
I  have  not  heard  the  whole  of  the 
debate ;  but  before  going  to  a  division 
I  should  like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Stuart- Wortley) 
to  one  or  two  points  in  connection  with 
this  Vote.  The  first  point  I  wish  to  raise 
is  that  of  the  utter  want  of  attention 
which  the  representations  of  the  Com- 
missioners with  regard  to  the  employ- 
ment of  paid  skilled  attendants  for 
imbecile  inmates  of  workhouses  have 
hitherto  met  with  at  the  hands  of  Guar- 
dians. The  other  point  is  that  of  the 
necessity  of  a  diet  superior  to  that  which 
is  g^ven  to  ordinary  inmates.  On  these 
two  points  the  Commissioners  have  more 
than  once  complained  that  their  represen- 
tations are  all  in  vain.  Then  I  assume 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Eitchie)  will  take  notice  that  the  Com- 
missioners have  remarked  upon  the  un- 
satisfactory surroundings  or  circum- 
stances of  post  mortem  examinations  in 
the  Metropolitan  District  Asylum  at 
Leavesden.  The  Commissioners  re- 
ported that  the  practice  of  making  post 
wMTtem  examinations  was  not  so  general 
as  they  believed  it  might  be;  and  the 
chief  reason  why  they  urged  that  care- 
ful po$t  mortem  examinations  should  be 
held  was  that  they  had  some  ground  for 
suspecting  that  many  of  the  deceased 
patients  had  suffered  personal  injuries, 
which  escaped  observation,  such  as 
broken  limbs.  Broken  limbs  may  often 
result  from  ill-treatment  by  attendants 
not  particularly  well  qualified  for  the 
positions  they  occupy.  The  Commis- 
noners  go  on  to  compare  favourably  the 
state  of  things  in  the  county  and  borough 


asylums  with  the  circumstances  of  the 
managementof  the  Metropolitan  Asylums 
Board.  Now  that,  certainly,  is  a  matter 
which  ought  to  receive  the  attention  of 
the  proper  authorities.  The  last  point 
to  which  I  desire  to  ask  the  attention  of 
the  Government  is  in  reference  to  the 
Eoman  Catholic  inmates  of  a  number  of 
these  lunatic  asylums.  No  one  will 
question  that  the  influence  of  religion 
has  often  a  very  quieting  and  salutary 
effect  upon  persons  suffering  from  mental 
disorder.  Now,  in  the  Birmingham 
Asylum  there  are  no  less  than  50  Ca- 
tholic patients,  who,  mad  as  they  may  be 
on  certain  points,  are  yet  keenly  alive  to 
the  fact  that  according  to  the  dictates  of 
their  religion  they  are  obliged,  it  pos- 
sible, to  hear  Mass  on  Sundays  and 
Holidays  of  Obligation.  The  Commis- 
sioners are  of  opinion  that  the  absence 
of  facilities  for  the  purpose  is  a  grievance 
which  ought  to  be  remedied.  That  is 
not  an  isolated  case.  On  page  278  of  the 
Commissioners'  Eeport  the  same  repre- 
sentation is  made  with  regard  to  the 
Eoman  Catholic  patients  in  the  New- 
castle-on-Tyne  Asylum.  These  patients 
number  between  40  and  50,  and  the 
Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  the 
ministrations  of  a  priest  of  their  own 
faith  should  be  obtained  for  them.  I 
trust  the  attention  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  be  directed  to  this  point  also. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  67; 
Noes  123:  Majority  56. — (Div.  List, 
No.  19.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(5.)  £29,081,  ta  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Mint,  including  Coinage. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  :  Upon 
this  Vote  1  should  like  to  raise  the 
question  of  the  desirability  of  continu- 
ing the  circulation  of  half-sovereigns. 
We  all  know  that  this  question  was 
raised,  I  think,  about  two  years  ago  in 
a  very  unpleasant  shape.  I  cannot  re- 
collect the  exact  amount,  but  it  is  a 
very  large  one,  which  it  was  then  stated 
is  lost  annually  through  the  depreciation 
in  the  value  of  half-sovereigns.  The 
amount  of  gold  in  half-sovereigns  circu- 
lated in  England  is  exceedingly  great ; 
and,  in  my  opinion,  the  time  has  come 
when  the  Government  ought  to  abolish 
the  circulation  of  half-sovereigns  alto- 
gether.    I  am  quite  aware  that  such  a 
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course  would  meet  with  considerable  op- 

Eosition    from    men  who   consider  the 
alf-sovereign  a  convenient  coin. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present ;  Committee  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

Mr.    DILLON    (resuming) :    I   was 
pointing    out,    Mr.  Courtney,  that  by 
some  people  the  half-sovereign  is  con- 
sidered a  very    useful  coin  ;    but  that 
now  it  has  become  a  very  grave  ques- 
tion whether,  for  the  sake  of  the  conve- 
nience of  persons  who  like  the  coin,  a 
continuous  loss  through  its  circulation 
should    be   sustained    by  the    country. 
Everyone  who  knows  anything  about 
gold  coinage  knows  that  the  wear  and 
tear   of    half-sovereigns  is  exceedingly 
great  as  compared  with  the  wear  and 
tear  of  sovereigns.     I  should  think  it  is 
fully  double,  if  not  more  ;  and  the  con- 
sequence of  this    is    that  a   loss  of   a 
very  considerable  amount — I  have  not 
ascertained    the    amount — is  sustained 
every  year,  and  will  go  on  as  long  as 
these  coins  are  circiilated.    What  I  wish 
to  urge  upon  the  Committee  is  that,  in 
my  opinion,  the  proper  course  for  the 
Government  to  take  is  to  call  in  half- 
sovereigns,  and  to  discontinue  their  cir- 
culation.    Well,  now,  when  we  come  to 
examine    the    coinage   of    both   coun- 
tries— I  will  deal  with  that  of  the  LTnited 
States  of    America  and  that  of  Italy, 
having  had  some  opportunity  of  study- 
ing the  coinage  of  both  these  countries 
— we  find  that  the  circulation  of  gold  is 
exceedingly    scanty;    that,  practically, 
there  is  no  coin  such  as  the   half-sove- 
reign circulated  in  those  countries.  I  am 
not  aware  that  in  the  LTnited  States  any 
serious  inconvenience   arises    from  the 
non-circulation  of  gold.     The  circulation 
of  gold  is  almost  entirely  confined  to  the 
20-dollar  piei'c,  whiih  is  worth  rather 
over     £4.       On    account    of    its     size 
this    coin    circulates    very    little,    and 
therefore   the   loss   through    wear  and 
tear  is  exceedingly  slight.     Of  course, 
I    know    that    in    the    L'nited    States 
paper  money  takes  the  place  of  gold. 
The   tendency  of  rivilizAtiou  is  to    in- 
crease largely  the  circulation  of  paper 
money  and  decrease  the  circulation  of 
{(old.     It  may  be  said  that  the  point  I 
hare  raised  is  but  a  small  branch  of  the 
ffreat  question  of  currency.     But  it  still 
IS  one  worthv  of  c\>nsideration  :  it  is  well 
to  consider  whether  the  circulation  of 

Mr.IHUm 


gold  to  such  an  extent  as  is  witnessed  in 
this  country,  an  extent  which  does  not 
exist  in  any  other  country,  sbonld  be 
any  longer  continued,  especially  when 
regard  is  had  to  the  fact  that  such  a 
circulation  leads  to  perpetual  waste  and 
loss.  As  I  have  said,  and  as  hon.  Mem- 
bers are  no  doubt  aware,  in  the  United 
States  of  America  the  place  of  gold  is 
enormously  taken  by  paper.  My  expe- 
rience, and  it  is  somewhat  considerable, 
is  that  no  inconvenience  arises  from  ibis 
fact.  Indeed,  I  believe  that  besides  the 
loss  in  wear  and  tear,  which  is  pre- 
vented by  the  great  substitution  of  paper 
for  gold,  the  convenience  to  individuals, 
as  well  as  to  the  State,  is  very  gpreat.  I 
recognize  that  it  would  not  be  proper  to 
raise  the  large  question  of  paper  cur- 
rency at  this  particular  time,  and  in  so 
informal  a  manner ;  and,  therefore,  I 
will  simply  say  that  in  view  of  the 
growing  scarcity  of  gold,  and  of  the  diffi- 
cult questions  which  have  arisen  out  of 
that  scarcity,  the  Government  are  bound, 
without  entirely  revolutionizing  the  cur- 
rency system  of  England,  to  consider 
what  newer  methods  they  can  adopt  to 
stem  the  waste  of  gold  in  this  country. 
I  believe  no  substantial  incouTenince 
would  be  inflicted  on  the  public  of  Eng- 
land if  the  coinage  of  half-sovereigns 
was  entirely  stopped,  and  those  that  are 
at  present  in  circulation  called  in  and 
melted  down,  and  a  silver  currency  sub- 
stituted for  them.  I  know .  peHectly 
well  that  such  a  measure  as  this  will 
have  a  very  small  effect  indeed  in  meet- 
ing the  difficulties  which  are  known  to 
exist  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  gold ; 
but,  so  far  as  it  goes,  to  will  help,  tempo- 
rarily, at  all  events,  to  relieve  the  pres- 
sure in  this  direction  :  it  will  take  m  at 
least  £10,000,000  sterling  of  gold,  and 
throw  it  on  the  market — perhaps  more ; 
I  have  only  made  a  rough  guess — and 
in  the  replacement  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  sUver  will  be  absorbed.  While 
the  continuous  fall  of  silver  is  inflicting 
great  hardship  on  individuals,  and  I  be- 
lieve leading  to  widespread  difficulties 
in  trade,  even  while  the  Committee 
which  has  been  appointed  to  inquire 
into  these  matters  is  sitting,  I  do  not 
think  so  small  a  matter  as  this  ought  to 
be  neglected  by  the  Government,  if  it 
will,  as  I  think  it  will,  check  the  down- 
ward tendenov  of  silver  in  the  market. 

Tub  CHAXCELLOB  op  the  EXGHE- 
QUER   (Lord    Basdolfh    Chvbcrxxx) 
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(Paddington,  S.) :  Mr.  Courtney,  I  was 
not  aware  that  this  subject  was  to  have 
been  brought  forward  to-night.  The 
hon.  Member  opposite  (Mr.  Dillon)  must 
know  that  he  has  raised  a  question  which 
is  of  yerj  large  and  wide  range,  and, 
in  some  sense,  very  unfathomable  and 
mysterious ;  and  it  is  not  due  to  any  want 
of  courtesy  to  him  at  all  if  I  ask  the 
hon.  Member  to  excuse  me  from  at- 
tempting to  follow  him  with  any  amount 
of  elaboration  into  the  suggestions  which 
he  has  made.  I  must  frankly  admit 
that  I  do  not  feel  myself  able  at  the 

E resent  time  to  deal  with  the  questions 
e  has  raised.  These  are  questions 
which  must  before  very  long  come  before 
the  House  of  Commons  for  very  serious 
consideration.  I  imagine  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  combined,  to  some  ex- 
tent, two  questions  which  ought  to  be 
kept  distinct  and  separate.  He  has 
combined  the  question  of  the  quantity 
of  light  gold  coin  which  is  at  present  in 
circulation,  and  he  has  raised  the  much 
larger  question  as  to  whether  it  is  ad- 
visable that  we  should  continue  to  coin 
small  gold  coins.  As  to  the  question  of 
the  quantity  of  light  coins  in  circulation, 
I  hope  that  the  Bevenue  will  be  in  a 
sufficiently  satisfactory  state  to  allow  of 
its  being  dealt  with  next  year ;  but  the 
question  as  to  whether  it  is  politic  or 
prudent  to  circulate,  or  to  withdraw  from 
circulation,  small  gold  coins  is  a  matter 
on  which  I  am  not  able  at  the  present 
time  to  arrive  at  a  definite  conclusion. 
The  hon.  Member  suggests  that  we 
should  discontinue  the  coinage  of  half- 
sovereigns,  in  order,  if  I  understand  him 
right,  that  we  should,  so  far  as  it  goes,  re- 
habilitate the  value  of  silver.  But  the  hon. 
Member  himself  admits  that  the  effect  of 
such  a  course  will  be  extremely  small,  and 
can  only  act  as  a  very  slight  palliative 
upon  the  depreciation  of  silver  in  the 
market.  I  admit,  however,  that  this 
question  of  the  withdrawal  of  half-sove- 
reigns is  one  well  worthy  of  considera- 
tion, and  I  am  not  at  present  aware  of 
any  g^eat  or  overwhelming  objection  to 
it ;  bat,  at  the  same  time,  I  should  be 
sorry  to-night  to  express  a  definite  opi- 
nion with  regard  to  it.  No  doubt,  it  is 
quite  open  to  argument  that  our  cur- 
rency arrangements  are  not,  from  one 
point  of  view,  considered  strictly  with  a 
view  to  economy  of  gold,  and  to  economy 
in  the  use  oi  gold.  But,  on  the  other 
handi  I  iobmit  to  the  hon.  Member  that 


what  may  be  called  our  extravagance  in 
the  use  of  gold  adds  indirectly  to  Eng- 
lish credit.  It  may  be  extravagant  for 
us  to  use  gold  so  very  freely ;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
deny  that  our  being  able  to  afford  to  use 
gold  so  freely  may  be  in  itself  a  source 
of  credit  to  this  country.  Then  the  hon. 
Member  must  recollect,  when  he  advo- 
cates a  greater  use  of  paper  money,  as 
in  the  United  States,  how  strong  in 
England  is  the  force  of  custom  and  of 
habit.  For  very  many  years — in  fact, 
since  the  time  of  Lord  Liverpool — the 
people  of  this  country,  who  are  singularly 
influenced  by  habit  and  custom,  and 
who  in  questions  of  this  kind  are  mar- 
vellously conservative,  have  been  ac- 
customed to  a  gold  coinage,  and  to  a  free 
use  of  gold  in  all  ordinary  commercial 
and  trading  transactions ;  and  it  is  quite 
possible  that  the  greatest  imaginable 
mischief  to  all  classes  might  arise  from 
any  very  sudden  or  violent  interference 
by  the  Government,  or  the  Legislature, 
with  what  has  come  to  be,  perhaps,  a 
deep-rooted  and  almost  ineradicable  habit 
on  the  part  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try. I  only  make  these  remarks  in  order 
to  show  to  the  hon.  Member  that  the 
subjects  he  has  raised  are  far,  indeed, 
from  being  absent  from  my  mind.  The 
moment  the  exigencies  of  Parliament 
allow  me  to  do  so,  it  is  my  hope  and  in- 
tention to  devote  close  and  careful  study 
to  these  questions ;  but  I  trust  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  not  expect  mo  to  commit 
myself  to  any  particular  opinion  on  the 
questions  he  has  raised,  but  will  be  con- 
tent with  the  assurance  that  these  ques- 
tions are  receiving  the  most  careful  at- 
tention of  the  Government.  A  certain 
portion  of  the  subject,  that  with  regard 
to  the  excessive  use  of  gold  in  our  cur- 
rency bearing  upon  the  depreciation  of 
silver,  is  obviously  a  matter  which  must 
come  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Royal  Commission  which  the  Govern- 
ment have  appointed.  That  Commis- 
sion will,  I  trust,  investigate  the  matter 
with  as  much  expedition  as  its  nature 
will  admit  of ;  but  before  it  reports  it 
obviously  will  be  impossible  for  the  Qt)- 
vemment  to  take  any  definite  action. 

Mn.  DILLON :  The  answer  of  the 
noble  Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer  is  entirely  satisfactory  to  me. 
I  did  not  expect  for  a  moment  that  he 
would  stop  the  circulation  of  half-sove- 
reigns  without  consideration.    Perhaps 
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it  is  as  well  that  I  should  say  I  only 
alluded  incidentally  to  the  greater  ques- 
tion of  currency  reform,  and  that  I  ad- 
mitted that  the  question  I  raised  was  a 
small  one,  but  that  I  thought  it  was 
well  worthy  the  attention  of  the  noble 
Lord.  The  noble  Lord,  I  think,  slightly 
misunderstood  me.  I  did  not  say  the 
stoppage  of  the  coinage  of  half-sove- 
reigns would  have  any  great  effect  on 
the  silver,  or  bullion  market.  My  in- 
tention certainly  was  to  convey  that  if 
you  were  to  take  in  all  the  gold  which 
is  now  circulating  in  the  shape  of  half- 
sovereigns  and  replace  it  by  silver,  and 
do  all  this  in  one  year,  if  it  could  be  done, 
it  would  act  as  a  sort  of  check  upon  the 
depreciation  in  the  value  of  silver. 

Mr.  CONWAY  (Leitrim,  N.)  :  I  beg 
to  point  out  that  the  loss  on  the  coinage 
of  gold  is  estimated  at  £2,000,  and  that 
on  the  coinage  of  silver  £500.  I  trust  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  see  his 
way  to  adopt  the  circulation  of  silver  to  a 
greater  extent  than  now  obtains.  There 
is  one  question  I  should  like  to  ask,  and 
it  has  reference  to  steel  coinage.  The  late 
Professor  Jevons  recommended  that  steel 
ought  to  be  employed  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  smaller  coins,  instead  of  bronze. 
If  rust  could  be  prevented,  it  is  quite 
clear  that  such  a  coinage  would  be  very 

Sioturesque  and  advantageous.  I  should 
ke  to  elicit  from  the  noble  Lord  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 
the  authorities  have  any  intention  of 
carrying  into  effect  this  recommendation 
of  the  late  Professor  Jevons  ? 

Lord  EANDOLPH  CHQECHILL: 
This  question  has  not  been  before  me, 
and  really  I  am  not  sufhciently  ac- 
quainted with  it  to  pronounce  an  opinion 
upon  it. 

Mr.  CAINE  (Barrow-in-Furness) :  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  £400  put  down 
under  Sub-head  G.  for  Brokerage  is  not 
a  proper  expenditure.  I  see  no  reason 
whatever  why  the  Deputy  Master  of  the 
Mint  should  not  go  into  the  silver  market 
himself,  and  do  his  own  buying,  and 
thus  save  this  amount  for  brokerage.  I 
trust  we  shall  receive  some  explanation 
upon  this  point. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jacksojj)  (Leeds,  N.) :  I 
think  anyone  who  is  accustomed  to  trans- 
act business  in  London  in  articles  of 
produce  coming  from  abroad  his  pretty 
well  aware  that  it  is  the  custom  in  almost 
every    branch  of  business  to    employ 

Mr.  DiUon 


brokers.  It  may  be,  and  no  doubt  it  is, 
true  that  any  individual  who  g^oes  into 
the  London  Market  can,  without  any 
difficulty,  get  any  reasonable  quantity 
of  either  gold  or  silver  bullion ;  but  as 
a  matter  of  economy — and  I  understand 
the  hon.  Gentleman  raises  the  question 
entirely  on  that  ground — ^I  should  say, 
from  my  own  personal  experience  of 
business  in  London,  that  the  Qovem- 
ment  are  wise  in  following  the  custom 
of  the  trade,  and  that  probably  the  £400 
a-year  which  is  spent  in  this  way  is 
more  than  saved  by  the  employment  of 
a  broker.  By  buying  bullion  ourselyes 
we  might  save  the  broker's  commisaion ; 
but  I  am  confident  we  should  haye  to 
pay  fully  its  equivalent,  and  probably 
more,  in  the  extra  price  asked  us. 

Mr.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.) :  The 
usage  in  ordinary  trade  is,  I  think, 
that  brokerage  is  paid  by  the  seller,  and 
not  by  the  buyer.  That  has  been  my 
experience  in  the  sale  and  purchase  of 
American  produce.  That  being  so,  I  do 
not  see  why,  in  this  case,  the  brokerage 
should  be  charged  to  the  buyer  instead 
of  to  the  seller. 

Mr.  a.  BLANE  (Armagh,  8.) :  I  see 
that  the  loss  on  the  coinage  of  ailYer  is 
put  down  at  £500,  and  that  on  the 
coinage  of  gold  at  £2,000.  The  loss  on 
gold  is  charged  for,  while  that  on  silYer 
is  not.  Gold  is  supposed  to  be  the  money 
of  rich  men,  and  yet  they  get  the 
weight  of  gold  back.  Silver  is  the 
money  of  poor  men,  and  for  any  de- 
ficiency they  are  charged.  I  think  we 
ought  to  receive  some  explanation  on 
this  point. 

Mr.  JACKSON :  I  think  I  can  ex- 
plain to  the  hon.  Member  the  practice 
with  regard  to  gold  coinage.  Gold  coins 
are  issued  free  of  charge  in  exchange 
for  bullion. 

Mr.  a.  BLANE :  But  will  the  hon. 
Gentleman  explain  how  it  is  that  sUtct 
is  charged  for  and  gold  is  not?  If  the 
hon.  Gentleman  does  not  g^ve  as  a  satis- 
factory explanation  I  am  afraid  I  shall 
have  to  move  to  reduce  the  Vote. 

Mr.  JACKSON :  If  the  hon.  Oenile- 
man  means  to  reduce  the  Yote,  perhaps 
he  will  kindly  put  his  question  in  a 
form  in  which  the  Government  can  on* 
derstand  it  ? 

Mr.  a.  BLANE :  It  is  quite  easjr.  A 
man  brings  a  certain  weight  of  gold  to 
the  Mint,  and  gets  the  same  weight  back. 
If  he  brings  silver  he  is  charged  tn  it. 
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Mb.  JACKSON :  The  coinage  of  silver 
is  charged  for,  and  it  arises  from  the  fact 
that  silver  is  not  a  legal  tender  in  this 
country,  and  gold  is.  The  coinage  of 
this  country  is  a  gold  coinage,  and  silver 
is  merely  a  token  coinage. 

Mb.  OAINE  :  Perhaps  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
will  say  whether  any  Commission  is 
charged  on  gold  when  it  is  purchased  ? 

LoBD  KANDOLPH  CHUECHILL: 
No. 

Mr.  CAINE  :  Is  there  nothing  paid 
to  brokers  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON:  I  imagine  there 
would  be  if  you  had  to  go  into  the 
Market  to  buy  gold;  in  that  case  you 
would  leave  to  pay  brokerage  on  gold 
just  as  on  silver.  I  take  it,  however, 
that  the  £400  is  charged  as  brokerage 
on  the  purchase  of  silver  only. 

Mb.  CAINE:  The  whole  tendency 
among  men  of  business  in  London  is  to 
get  rid  of  brokerage,  and  I  cannot  ac- 
cept as  satisfactorythe  explanation  given 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman.  I  shall  not 
divide  the  Committee  on  the  present  oc- 
casion ;  but  if  this  amount  appears  in 
next  year's  Estimates  I  shall  repeat  the 
question,  and  most  certainly  take  a 
division. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHUECHILL : 
The  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Caine)  advo- 
cates the  abolition  of  brokerage ;  but, 
in  connection  with  the  purchase  of  silver, 
the  position  of  the  Government  does  not 
differ  from  that  of  private  firms.  The 
Government  goes  into  the  Market  just 
as  other  purchasers  do,  and  has  to  em- 
ploy and  pay  brokers  in  the  ordinary 
way.  If  an  individual  wanting  silver 
did  not  employ  brokers  he  would  have 
to  add  to  his  own  expenses,  so  there 
would  be  very  little  difference  in  the 
long  run.  If  we  abolished  this  broker- 
age, and  expect  the  Master  of  the  Mint 
to  go  into  the  market  whenever  he  wants 
silver,  he  would  have  to  add  to  his  own 
establishment  in  order  to  provide  that 
the  purchases  of  silver  should  be  pro- 
perly and  economically  made.  Obviously, 
it  most  be  a  saving  to  the  Government 
to  employ  men  to  puchase  silver  who 
are  properly  qualified ;  it  must  be  more 
eoonomical  to  employ  persons  who  are 
connected  with  that  special  business 
than  to  add  to  our  own  establishment 
men  anaccustomed  possibly  to  the  Mar- 
ket^ and  who  at  times  woidd  not  be  em- 
ployed at  all.    I  put  it  to  the  hon.  Gen- 


tleman, as  a  man  of  business,  whether 
he  really  thinks  it  is  extravagant  of  the 
Government  to  do  what  every  private 
firm  finds  it  advantageous  to  do  ? 

Mk.  CAINE :  I  can  assure  the  noble 
Lord  it  is  not  the  custom  of  firms  in 
London  to  employ  brokers.  I  myself 
am  a  merchant  in  produce  in  the  City  of 
London,  and  I  never  dream  of  paying 
brokers.  This  silver  is  consigned  to  the 
dealer  in  silver  by  the  owners  of  the 
silver,  and  you  pay  him  brokerage.  The 
Deputy  Master  of  the  Mint  is  not  at  all 
overworked ;  he  is  a  large  dealer  in  this 
produce  ;  and  why  should  he  not  go  to 
Market  and  buy  from  the  man  who  has 
silver  to  sell  ?  As  a  matter  of  fact,  two 
commissions  are  paid  for  every  pound 
of  this  silver  that  is  purchased  by  the 
Mint.  This  £400  is  an  unnecessary 
charge,  and  if  the  matter  is  properly 
looked  into,  there  will  be  no  difficulty 
in  obviating  the  charge  in  future. 

Mr.  DIXON-HAETLAND  (Middle- 
sex, Uxbridge) :  May  I  ask  if  the  same 
amount  of  silver  is  bought  every  year, 
because  £400  has  been  regularly  charged 
for  years  past  ?  It  is  a  notable  fact  that 
silver  is  a  great  glut  in  the  Market. 
There  is  a  great  amount  in  the  banks ; 
indeed,  managers  find  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty in  getting  rid  of  it.  I  should  like 
to  know  why  £400  is  charged  regularly 
every  year  for  buying  this  silver,  when 
probably  no  such  sum  is  ever  spent  ? 

Lord  EANDOLPH  CHUECHILL : 
I  promise  the  hon.  Member  for  Uxbridge 
(Mr.  Dixon-Hartland),  and  hon.  Gentle- 
men generally,  that  I  will  take  the 
earliest  possible  opportunity  of  discuss- 
ing the  question  with  the  Master  of  the 
Mint,  in  order  to  inform  myself  more 
fully  upon  it. 

Mr.  BIGGAE  (Cavan,  W.) :  On  the 
question  of  brokerage  I  should  say 
that  if  the  Master  of  the  Mint  is  really 
a  judge  of  the  value  of  silver  he  ought 
to  buy  silver  himself ;  but  if  he  does  not 
understand  silver,  and  has  not  time 
to  watch  the  fluctuations  of  the  Market, 
a  broker  is  a  very  proper  man  to  em- 
ploy. As  a  man  of  business,  my  ex- 
perience in  that  a  person  who  only  goes 
occasionally  into  the  Market,  and  who 
does  not  carefully  study  the  Market,  is 
very  likely  to  make  injudicious  bargains, 
and  may,  in  consequence,  very  easily 
lose  £400. 

Mr.  CEILLY  (Mayo,  N.) :  Notwith- 
standing  the  comments  made  from  the 
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Treasury  Bench,  I  do  not  quite  see  why 
we  should  give  way  on  this  matter 
all  at  once.  I  do  not  recognize  the 
force  of  the  remarks  that  have  been 
made  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  Jackson),  or  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  (Lord  Eandolph 
Churchill).  I  agree  with  the  hou. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Barrow-in- 
Furness  (Mr.  Caine)  that  two  broker- 
ajj^es  are  paid,  and  that  the  Deputy 
Master  of  the  Mint,  who  receives  £1,500 
a  year,  ought,  when  necessary,  to  pur- 
chase the  silver  himself.  But  if  it  is 
found  that  the  Deputy  Master  of  the 
Mint  cannot  buy  silver  owing  to  the 
pressure  of  other  duties,  the  **  Master 
and  Worker"  of  the  Department,  who 
happens  to  be  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, might  do  some  practical  and 
actual  work,  and  thus  allow  the  Deputy 
Master  sufficient  time  to  go  to  market, 
and  purchase  the  silver  for  which  £400 
is  now  paid  to  brokers.  I  know  that 
formerly  a  very  large  business  was  done 
on  the  Liverpool  Cotton  Exchange  by 
brokers ;  but  it  gradually  dawned  on 
the  Lancashire  manufacturers  that  they 
could  make  their  own  purchases,  and 
save  brokerage.  They  thus  saved  a  great 
deal,  and  this  public  Department  could 
do  the  same  if  they  acted  as  the  Lanca- 
shire manufacturers  did.  This  £400 
might  be  absolutely  saved  if  the  Gen- 
tleman to  whom  £1,500  a-year  was  paid 
bought  the  silver  himself;  and  if  he 
could  not  do  the  work,  why  not  bring 
into  requisition  the  services  of  the 
**  Master  and  Worker? " 

Mr.  p.  O'BRIEN  (Monaghan,  N.) : 
The  question  raised  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr. 
Dillon)  is,  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer (Lord  Eandolph  Churchill) 
admitted,  one  of  wide  and  large  range  ; 
but  I  do  not  think  the  Committee  will 
agree  with  the  noble  Lord  in  consider- 
ing it  very  mysterious.  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  very  mysterious  in  its  opera- 
tion. The  effect  of  withdrawing  half- 
sovereigns  from  circulation  would,  I  am 
sure,  be  very  beneficial  in  many  respects  ; 
and  therefore  the  suggestion  of  my  hon. 
Friend  deserves  the  consideration  of  the 
Government.  But,  Mr.  Courtney,  it 
strikes  me  that  the  charge  of  £2,600 
for  loss  of  gold  and  silver  withdrawn 
from  circulation  is  worthy  of  some 
oonsideration. 

Vr.  Crilly 


Mr.  MOLLOY  :  If  there  is  a  loss  of 
£2,000  on  the  gold  coinage,  the  whole 
of  the  sum  ought  to  be  recovered  from 
the  '*  sweep."  I  should  like  to  know 
how  it  comes  to  pass  that  there  is  this 
heavy  loss  upon  gold  coinage,  and  only 
a  portion  of  it  is  obtained  from  the 
"sweep?" 

Lord  EANDOLPH  OHUECHILL: 
The  hon.  Member  puts  to  me  a  technical 
question  which  I  am  quite  unable  to 
answer ;  and  I  do  not  think  that  if  he 
remains  in  the  House  50  years  he  will 
ever  find  a  Chancellor  of  the  Ezcheqner 
ready  to  answer  off-hand  questions  of 
this  kind.  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
has  ever  been  to  the  Mint.  I  went 
there  not  many  years  ago,  and  I  was 
informed  that  a  considerable  amount  of 
gold  was  lost  in  coinage,  in  waste  of 
one  kind  or  another ;  but  that  from  time 
to  time  a  very  careful  **  sweep "  was 
made  by  the  workmen,  in  which  a  great 
portion  of  the  gold  lost  in  the  process  of 
manufacture  was  recovered.  Whether  the 
recovery  from  the  "  sweep  "  balances  the 
loss  on  coinage  I  am  not  quite  prepared 
to  say. 

Mr.  MOLLOY :  I  admit  the  ques- 
tion is  rather  intricate,  and  my  inten« 
tion  was  simply  to  draw  the  noble 
Lord's  attention  to  it.  I  assert,  how- 
ever,  from  my  knowledge  of  these 
matters,  that  there  ought  not  to  be 
any  loss  ojx  the  coinage  of  gold.  The 
whole  of  the  loss  in  coinage,  within  a 
fraction,  ought  to  be  recovered  from  the 
**  sweep." 

Mr.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Finsbury,  E.) : 
Perhaps  the  noble  Lord  the  Chancelior 
of  the  Exchequer  can  tell  us  what  be- 
comes  of  the  **  sweep  "  ? 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL : 
Obviously,  what  is  recovered  by  the 
employ h  in  the  "  sweep  "  is  used  in 
subsequent  manufacture. 

Mr.  J.  ROWLANDS :  As  I  hare  had 
some  practical  experience  in  this  matter, 
perhaps  the  noble  Lord  will  excuse  me 
if  I  say  that  the  employie  do  not  use 
up  the  "sweep."  The  "sweep"  is 
sold  ;  someone  purchases  it ;  and  I  think 
it  should  be  shown  on  the  Estimates 
exactly  how  much  it  realises. 

An  hon.  Member  :  I  think  the  noble 
Lord  was  perfectly  correct  in  saying  that 
no  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  during 
the  next  50  years  will  be  able  to  answer 
every  question  of  this  character  off-hand. 
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As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  ''sweep"  is 
sold. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(6.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  saxn,  not  exceediDg  £5,796,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  National  Debt  Office." 

Sib   QEOEGE    CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &c.):    The    question    I  wish  to 
raise  is,  whether  it  is  advisable  in  the 
public  interest  that  Sir  Eivers  Wilson, 
the  Comptroller  of  the  National  Debt, 
should    also  occupy    the    position    of 
Director  of  a  private  financial  under- 
taking?   Sir  Bivers  Wilson,  as  Comp- 
troller of  the  National  Debt,  is  paid  a 
salary  of  £1,500  a-year,  and  in  addition 
he  has  been  appointed  a  Director  of  the 
Suez    Oanal,    with    a    salary  of  £500 
a-year.     He  was  not  satisfied  with  his 
lot,  and  therefore  gave  his  name  to  a 
private  financial  undertaking.    The  at- 
tention of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone),  then  Prime  Minister,  was 
called  to  the  subject,  and  the  result  was 
that  Sir   Bivers  Wilson   resigned  bis 
private  appointment.    I  find,  however, 
that  Sir  Bivers  Wilson  has  still  con- 
tinued to  be  a  Director  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Life  and  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany.   I  have  no  doubt  he  is  paid  for 
his  services  as  a  Director  of  this  Com- 
pany;   his  salary  may  not  be  a  large 
one;  but,  nevertheless,    a   very   large 
principle  is  involved.    The  late  Prime 
Minister    undertook    to   consider    the 
general  question  of  the  connection  of 
permanent  Civil  servants  with  private 
undertakings.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
did  not  come  to  a  conclusion ;  but  the 
late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer — the 
present  Member  for  South  Edinburgh 
(Mr.  Cbilders) — considered  the  question 
another  year,  and  ended  by  saying  he 
was  afraid  he  could  not  lay  down  any 
role,  but  must  leave  the  matter  to  the 
diseretion  of  the  Heads  of  Offices.    It 
does  seem  to  me  that,  of  all  officers  of 
the  Ghnremment,  the  Comptroller  of  the 
National  Debt  ought  not  to  embark  in 
private  enterprises.    It  seems  to  me  the 
prineinle  that  he  ought  not  to  do  so  was 
eomocaed  when  he  was  obliged  to  resign 
ths  appointment  he  had  at  one  time  ac- 


cepted. I  will  not  detain  the  Committee 
longer;  but  I  hope  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  will  give  his  serious 
attention  to  the  matter,  and  that  he 
will  deem  it  right  to  direct,  or  to  re- 
quest, Sir  Bivers  Wilson  to  give  up  the 
Directorship  of  the  private  Company, 
and  be  content  with  the  two  appoint- 
ments he  holds  under  the  Government. 

The  CHANCELLOB  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEB  (Lord  Bandolph  Churchill) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  In  reply  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  (Sir  George  Campbell)  all 
I  have  to  say  is  that  Sir  Bivers  Wilson 
is  a  most  valuable  public  servant,  one 
of  the  most  valuable  this  country  pos- 
sesses. I  have  no  knowledge  whatever 
of  the  circumstances  to  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  alludes.  The  great  charge 
the  hon.  Member  brings  against  Sir 
Bivers  Wilson  is  that  he  is  a  Director  of 
an  Insurance  Company,  the  name  of  which 
I  recognize  as  being  that  of  one  of  the 
most  respectable  Insurance  Companies 
in  this  country.  I  can  see  no  reason,  on 
my  present  information,  why  Sir  Bivers 
Wilson  should  not  be  a  Director  of  this 
Company ;  and  if  that  is  all  the  hon. 
Member  has  to  urge  against  Sir  Bivers 
Wilson  I  really  cannot  undertake  to 
intfirffifA 

Sib  GEOBGE  CAMPBELL :  I  regret 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
does  not  see  any  objection  to  Sir  Bivers 
Wilson  holding  an  appointment  in  a 
private  undertaking  at  the  same  time 
that  he  is  the  Comptroller  of  the  Na- 
tional Debt.  I  beg  to  move  the  reduc- 
tion of  this  Vote  by  £500. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

'*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,296,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  3l8t  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  National  Debt  Office.'* — 
{Sir  Oeorge  Campbell.) 

Mr.  BIGGAR  (Cavan,  W.) :  The 
noble  Lord  stated  that  8ir  Bivers 
Wikon  is  a  very  able  official,  and  the 
Director  of  a  most  respectable  Assur- 
ance Company  ;  but  that,  I  think,  is  to 
a  very  large  extent  begging  the  ques- 
tion.  The  question  seems  to  me  to  be 
whether  public  officials  shall  hold  ap- 
pointments  in  private  Companies,  out- 
side their  position  as  officials  of  the 
Government.  There  is,  at  the  present 
time,  a  considerable  amount  of  agitation 
among  a  certain  class  of  people  against 
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public  officials  being  Directors  of  Sup- 
ply Associations.  I  certainly  think  the 
Government  officials  should  bo  paid  a 
reasonable  salary  for  their  services,  and 
that  they  should  not  exceed  the  duties 
of  their  Office  ;  and,  more  than  that,  I 
think  that  gentlemen  holding  Office 
under  Qovernment  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  sell  the  use  of  their  names  as 
"  guinea  pigs "  to  public  Companies 
which  are  wanted,  simply  because  they 
have  Offices  under  Government.  I  as- 
sent to  all  the  noble  Lord  has  said  in 
favour  of  Sir  Eivers  Wilson ;  but  I  en- 
tirely dissent  from  the  position  he  has 
taken  up,  that  there  is  no  objection 
to  Government  officials  becoming  mem- 
bers of  private  firms.  After  the  remark 
of  the  noble  Lord,  that  Sir  Eivers  Wil- 
son could  become  the  Director  of  a  re- 
spectable Assurance  Company  if  he 
thought  fit,  it  is  probable  that  many 
other  officials  will  become  members  of 
Assurance  Companies  of  shady  charac- 
ter, and  by  that  means  may  carry  ruin 
to  a  large  number  of  people.  I  venture 
to  hope  that  the  noble  Lord  will  recon- 
sider this  question,  and  give  a  firm 
decision,  not  only  on  the  merits  of  this 
particular  case,  but  with  regard  to  the 
position  of  Government  officials  gene- 
rally in  matters  of  this  kind. 

Mb.  SHEEHY  (Galway,  S.) :  I  shall 
be  inclined  to  vote  for  the  Motion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir  George 
Campbell).  I  think  that  the  noble  Lord 
has  made  a  very  indiscreet  defence  of 
Sir  Eivers  Wilson ;  because,  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Cavan  has  said,  there 
are  other  officials  who  may  be  led  by  it 
into  similar  employments. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  I  have 
a  strong  opinion  in  these  matters  derived 
from  a  long  official  career.  I  was  in 
hope  that  I  should  have  received  from 
the  noble  Lord  a  more  conciliatory 
answer.  I  remember  the  case  of  the 
high  official  in  the  National  Debt  Office 
which  was  settled  by  the  late  Prime 
Minister,  the  official  having  to  resign 
an  employment  which  he  held.  I  appeal 
to  the  noble  Lord  to  reconsider  this 
matter.  The  words  which  the  noble 
Lord  has  uttered  are  words  which, 
coming  from  him,  are  most  dangerous 
words,  because  not  only  has  he  excused, 
but  he  has  justified,  the  conduct  of  Sir 
Eivers  Wilson.  As  far  as  anything  he 
said  is  concerned,  Sir  Hi  vers  WUson 
might  have    represented    half-a-dozen 

Mr.  Biggar 


Companies,  or  received  any  number  of 
appointments ;  and  unless  I  receive  a 
more  satisfactory  answer  from  the  noble 
Lord  it  will  be  my  duty  to  divide  the 
Committee. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
I  have  not  the  slightest  objection  to  the 
hon.  Gentleman  dividing  the  Committee. 
The  hon.  Gentleman's  idea  of  a  concilia- 
tory reply  is,  that  I  should  deprecate 
the  conduct  of  Sir  Rivers  Wilson.  If 
the  hon.  Gentleman  supposes  that  I  am 
going  to  depreciate  the  characters  of 
Government  officials  for  the  purpose  of 
conciliating  Gentlemen  opposite  he  is 
mistaken 

Mr.  p.*  Mcdonald  (siigo,  n.^  :  i 

wish  to  add  my  protest  to  that  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  George  Campbell) 
against  the  holding  of  private  appoint- 
ments  by  public  officials,  a  practice  which 
tends  to  giving  credit  to  many  Companies 
that  are  unsound,  and  to  ruin  the  sub- 
scribers. I  say  that  this  principle  is  a 
wrong  one  altogether.  It  is  the  complaint 
generally  of  the  trading  community 
that  they  are  injured  by  the  extension  of 
so-called  co-operative  stores.  Therefore, 
I  protest  against  the  principle  in  ques- 
tion, and  if  any  hon.  Member  will  second 
me  I  am  quite  prepared  to  divide  against 
the  Vote. 

Ma.  ARTHUR  WILLIAMS  (Gla- 
morgan, S.):  It  is  extremely  unfortnnate 
that  the  noble  Lord  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  should  adopt  this  line. 
We  all  have,  I  am  sure,  great  respect  for 
the  official  in  question.  I  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  brought  the  subject  for- 
ward has  discharged  a  very  grave  duty 
in  showing  that  an  official  like  Sir  Rivers 
Wilson,  a  man  in  high  position,  is  ooca- 
pying  his  time  in  the  service  of  a  private 
Company.  It  is  desirable  that  a  fact  of 
that  kind  should  be  brought  under  the 
notice  of  this  House;  because  if  this 
is  done  by  men  in  his  position,  and  is 
countenanced  by  Her  Majesty's  (Govern- 
ment, we  shall  find  it  done  by  minor 
officials,  and  great  inconvenience  will 
result.  Therefore,  I  hope  that  it  may 
be  recognized  by  the  Gt>vemment  that 
officials,  either  in  high  or  minor  posi- 
tions in  the  Public  Service,  are  not  en* 
titled  to  accept  other  employment. 

Mr.  GEDGE  (Stockport) :  The  hon. 
Member  who  has  just  spoken  seems  to 
lay  down  the  principle  that  a  servant  of 
the  Crown  is  obliged  to  give  his  whole 
service  to  the  Crown.    Is  it  xeallj  to  bo 
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the  case  that  the  seryants  of  the  Crown 
are  to  he  slaves,  who  are  not  at  liberty 
to  do  anything  else  but  their  public  duty ; 
and  are  they  not  to  be  allowed  to  occupy 
their  spare  time?  Is  Mr.  Matthew 
Arnold,  the  Inspector  of  Schools,  not  to 
he  allowed  spare  time  in  which  to  write 
those  poems  which  we  all  admire  ?  No 
one  does  his  work  better  than  Sir  A. 
8tephen8on,  the  Solicitor  to  the  Trea- 
sury, and  there  is  no  reason  why  he 
should  not  he  a  Director  of  the  Economic 
Life  Office.  But  is  he  to  be  told  he  is 
not  to  give  his  spare  time  to  any  occupa- 
tion he  thinks  fit  that  is  of  an  honour- 
able character  ?  If  it  is  said  that,  be- 
cause Sir  Bivers  Wilson  is  a  member  of 
an  old  established  Insurance  Company, 
some  other  gentlemen  in  the  Service  may 
hecome  members  of  Fishery  Companies, 
I  reply,  let  the  matter  be  dealt  with  when 
it  comes  up.  I  say,  let  us  hear  no  more 
of  this  suDJect  in  connection  with  Sir 
Kivers  Wilson ;  but  let  us  accept  with 
g^titude  the  services  he  has  performed 
with  so  much  credit  to  the  country. 

Mb.  OAINE  (Barrow-in-Furness) :  I 
am  quite  sure,  from  my  experience  in 
these  matters,  that  no  one  can  be  a 
Director  of  the  Alliance  Insurance  Com- 
pany without  giving  some  hours  a  day 
twice  a  week  during  the  greater  portion 
of  the  year.  Now,  that  would  be  given 
at  a  time  when  a  public  servant  ought  to 
he  in  his  office.  In  this  way,  the  services 
of  Sir  Bivers  Wilson  would  be  required 
j  ust  at  the  middle  of  the  day,  when  we 
should  expect  to  find  him  in  his  place. 
We  know,  of  course,  that  he  would  not  take 
any  appointment  that  was  not  conform- 
able with  the  discharge  of  his  duty ;  but 
a  principle  is  involved  in  this  matter, 
and  I  should  like  to  know  whether  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  ap- 
proTe  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
becoming  Director  of  a  shipbuilding  firm 
on  the  Thames?  The  question  of  the 
employment  of  public  servants  as  Direc- 
tors of  Companies  is  a  very  important 
one,  and  I  trust  that  thehon.  Qentleman 
the  Member  for  Kirkcaldy  will  divide 
the  Committee  upon  it. 

Mb.  HOWELL  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.) : 
I  protest  against  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  calling  in  question  the  con- 
duct oi  those  who  object  to  servants  of 
the  Grown  undertaking  private  business 
when  they  ought  to  he  devoting  their 
time  to  ue  public  business  for  which 
they  are  paid.    The  position  we  take  up 


is  one  of  principle ;  the  question  has 
been  raised  long  enough ;  and  all  I  can 
say  is,  that  unless  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  can  give  us  some  idea  that 
the  Government  will  take  it  into  con- 
sideration, we,  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
shall  do  our  best  to  force  the  hand  of 
the  Government  upon  the  question.  The 
practice  has  been  complained  of  over 
and  over  again.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
who  has  just  spoken  (Mr.  Caine)  has 
referred  to  a  matter  which  comes  home 
rather  closely — namely,  that  of  a  man 
being  associated  with  private  under- 
takings similar  to  that  for  which  he  is 
paid  by  the  Government.  It  seems  to 
me  that  a  public  servant  ought  to  devote 
his  whole  time  to  the  work  for  which 
the  country  pay  him  ;  and  I  think  it 
would  be  of  greater  advantage  to  the 
country  if  Mr.  Matthew  Arnold  were  to 
devote  more  time  to  the  work  for  which 
he  is  paid.  I  altogether  dissent  from  the 
principle  that  a  man  in  the  Public  Ser- 
vice should  be  allowed  to  devote  any 
portion  of  the  time  for  which  he  is  paid 
to  other  employment. 

Mb.  BIGGAB:  I  believe  that  hon. 
Members  who  oppose  this  Vote  will  not 
take  any  exception  to  the  particular  In- 
surance Company  with  which  Sir  Bivers 
Wilson  is  connected.  But  I  protest  against 
the  argument  of  the  hon.Gentleman  oppo- 
site (Mr.  Gedge),  who  said  that  we  ought 
not  always  to  criticize  the  action  of  Go- 
vernment officials  when  they  become 
members  of  what  I  may  call  shady 
Companies,  or  when  they  are  deficient  in 
the  duty  which  they  owe  to  the  State. 
There  are  public  Companies  which  are 
presumably  solvent,  and  beyond  criticism 
possibly  ;  but  that  is  not  the  question. 
I  think  we  ought  to  go  on  the  general 
principle,  and  consider  whether  or  not 
these  gentlemen  should  be  allowed  to 
become  directors  of  trading  Companies, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  public  servants. 
First  of  all,  it  appears  that  these  gentle- 
men give,  on  several  days  a  week,  some 
hours  to  the  work  of  the  Insurance  Com- 

any,   and  ignore  their    public    duty. 

**  No,  no !  "]  Well,  it  seems  to  be  so. 
And,  in  the  next  place,  as  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Matthew  Arnold,  we  find  that  poems 
are  written  in  business  time.  There  is 
the  fact  to  be  considered  that  a  man  may 
write  good  or  bad  poetry,  and  it  does 
not  much  matter;  but  when  a  public 
servant  becomes  a  member  of  an  Insur- 
ance Company,  a  great  many  people  may 
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suffer  by  the  fact  that  his  name  has  been  to  do.     I  protest  against  that  doctrine, 
lent  to  an  unsound  concern.  It  is  a  much  and  shall  therefore  vote  for  the  Amend- 
more  dangerous  thing  for  a  public  ser-  ment  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
vant  to  become  a  Director  of  a  Company  for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir  George  Campbell). 
than  it  is  for  him   to  write   poems,  or  Question  put. 

occupy  his  time  with  similar  work.     I  r^^^  Committee  divided:— Ayes  73; 

hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  divide  the  ^^^^   ^39.  Majority   66.-(Div  List, 

Committee  on  this  question,  m  order  to  ^^     ^q  \             •»       •'               ^               -» 

show  that  this    House    requires    that  original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

pubhc  servants  should  give  their  whole  ®                    j         3  r\        • 

time  to  the  performance  of  their  duties,  (7.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 

and  have  nothing  to  do  with  business  pos^d, 

speculations.  "That  a  sum.  not  exceeding  £2o,303,  be 

Sir  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL  :  I  wish  S^^^^  ^,  ^%  ^i^^iiu^  complete  the  lum 

.                             ji     i!         i.    J.          •     i.  xi.  necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 

to  say  one  word  of  protest  against  the  j^  cours^  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 

doctrine  laid  down  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  31st  day  of   March  1887,  connected 

below  the  Gang  way  opposite  (Mr.  Gedge)  with  the  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade  Marki 

— that  a  public  servant  is  only  bound  to  -A.ct.*' 

give  a  modicum  of  his  time  to  the  Public  Mb.  MOLLOY  (Bang's   Co.,    Birr^: 

Service.  I  think  that  is  a  most  dangerous  I  do  not  wish  to  discuss  this  Vote  in 

doctrine,  for  this  reason  especially—  that  any  sense ;  but  I  desire  to  put  a  qnes* 

the  money  which  he  receives  as  salary  is  tion  to  the  Government  upon    it.     I 

afixed  quantity,  and  that  which  he  makes  should  like  to  know  whether  it  would 

from  his  other  position  is  a  variable  not  be  possible  to   have  an  index  of 

quantity ;  and,  therefore,  as  the  means  of  foreign  patents  prepared  for  reference 

increasing  it,  he  is  likely  to  devote  more  in  our  labrary  ?     Such  an  index  would 

time  to    the  latter  than  to  his  public  be  of  the  greatest  value.    Another  ang- 

duties.    I  have  many  years  of  official  gestion  I  would  make — and  it  is  one 

experience ;  and  I  think  the  doctrine  pro-  which  I  made  on  a  former  occasion — 

pounded  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Stock-  is  that  a  museum  of  patent  models  should 

port,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Chancellor  be  established  in  England  similar  to 

of  the  Exchequer,  is  most  dangerous.  those  which  are  to  be  found  in  almost 

Mb.  HAREIS  (Galway,  E.):  There  every  other  country  of  the  world, 
are  many  grave  evils  connected  with  the  The  SECRETAIIY  to  the  BOARD 
practice  of  public  men  becoming  mem-  of  TRADE  (Baron  Hexby  De  Wobms) 
hers  and  Directors  of  public  Companies.  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) :  In  reply  to 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  that  the  the  hon.  Member  I  have  to  say  that  the 
lato  Mr.  Sadlier  was  a  Lord  of  the  Trea-  index  he  refers  to  is  being  proceeded 
sury,  he  would  not  have  been  able  to  with,  and  that  I  trust  it  will  be  corn- 
swindle  the  public  to  the  enormous  ox-  pleted  in  a  very  short  time.  The  other 
tent  that  he  did.  I  see  no  reason  why  suggestion  the  hon.  Member  makes  is  a 
wo  should  consider  public  officials  as  very  good  one,  and  will  receive  faTOur- 
any  better  than  other  people,  but  rather  able  consideration, 
tho  other  way,  as  being  less  occupied.  Mb.  P.  McDONALD  (Sligo,  N.) :  I 
I  have  been  in  their  society,  and  am  wish  to  call  the  attention  or  the  Oom« 
able  to  speak  with  some  knowledge  in  mittee  to  a  very  great  want  existing  in 
this  matter.  I  think  the  question  under  this  Kingdom,  and  I  would  trouble  hon. 
discussion  is  one  of  much  importance  in  Members  with  a  few  words  of  explana- 
the  interest  of  the  people;  and  if  the  tion  thereupon.  I  would  contrast  the 
hon.  Gentleman  goes  to  a  division  I  American  trade  mark  system,  and  some 
shall  certainly  vote  with  him.  portions  of  the  Continental  system,  with 

Mb.  a.  BLANE  (Armagh,  S.) :  I  do  our  own.     Li  America,  I  believe,  the 

not  think  that  this  Committee  would  act  system   is  that  the  trade  mark,  when 

justly  if  they  did  not  apply  to  the  heads  submitted  to  the  Registry  Department, 

of  Departments  the  same  rule  as  they  is  not  recorded  until  it  is  properly  and 

apply  to  subordinates.     It  is  of  no  use  duly  examined ;  and  when  it  is  found  to 

saying,  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche-  clash  with  an  existing  trade  mark  it  is 

quer  has  said  in  effect,  that  because  a  refused  admission  on  the  index.    The 

man  is  respectable  he  should  be  allowed  same  thing  applies,  and  perhaps  still 

to  do  what  other  people  are  not  allowed  more  strongly,  in  the  matter  of  patents. 

Mr,  Biggar 
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A  different  system  exists  in  England. 
I  belierei  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  that 
any  person  can  bring  forward  a  patent 
or  trade  mark,  present  it  to  the  Depart- 
ment, and  have  it  indexed,  without 
taking  into  consideration  whether  or 
not  it  clashes  with  any  pre-existing 
patent  or  trade  mark;  and  the  conse- 
quence of  that  system  is  that  the  trader 
who  has  a  pre-existing  patent  or  trade 
mark  is  put  in  a  position  of  being 
obliged  to  bring  an  action  at  law  against 
the  subsequent  patentee,  or  person  re- 
gistering, to  defend  his  right.  The 
result  is  that  long  and  tedious  law  suits 
occur,  often  to  the  serious  detriment, 
and  even  to  the  ruin,  of  one  or  other  of 
the  parties.  We  have  in  this  country 
frequent  instances  of  the  unsatisfactory 
result  of  this  system;  and  we  had  in 
Ireland,  quite  recently,  a  case  in  point 
which  accentuates  the  necessity  of  having 
some  change  in  the  law.  I  would,  there- 
fore, beg  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
noble  Lord  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  (Lord  Stanley  of  Preston)  to 
the  necessity  of  introducing  an  examina- 
tion system  combined  with  the  indexing, 
and  of  ordering  that  the  indexing  alone 
shall  not  be  sufficient.  He  should  have 
an  examination  system  combined  with 
the  present  process,  so  that  immediately 
a  person  presented  an  invention  clashing 
with  one  already  registered,  it  would  be 
rejected,  and  the  party  presenting  it 
told  that  he  had  no  right  to  any  protec- 
tion in  regard  to  it.  I  beg  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Department  to  this 
question,  as  I  believe  the  system  I  pro- 
pose would  tend  greatly  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  trading  interests  of  the 
country.  It  would  be  a  reform  which  I 
believe  to  be  very  urgently  called  for. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  (Preston) :  It  is  a 
matter  for  regret  that  hon.  Gentlemen 
should  address  themselves  to  subjects 
with  which  they  do  not  appear  to  nave 
made  themselves  fully  acquainted.  Those 
who  know  anything  about  trade  marks 
are  aware  that  they  cannot  be  admitted 
on  the  register  without  previous  exami- 
nation. 

Mr.  P.  McDonald  :  I  have  confident 
personal  knowledge  to  the  contrary. 
^  Mb.  TOMLINSON :  This  is  not  the 
time  to  go  deeply  into  the  question  of 
the  laws  relating  to  patents  and  trade 
marks.  The  hon.  Gentleman  seemed  to 
confine  his  observations  to  trade  marks ; 
and  I  wish  to  point  out  that  the  law,  as 


established  by  the  existing  Acts,  pre- 
vents two  trade  marks  of  a  similar  de- 
sign being  registered  with  respect  to  the 
same  class  of  goods. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (T>Tone,Mid) :  On 
a  point  of  detail,  I  should  like  to  know 
how  it  is  that  there  are  two  items  in  the 
Vote  relating  to  indexing?  How  can 
this  double  charge  be  made  for  the  same 
thing;  and  will  the  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
posite (Baron  Henry  De  Worms)  ex- 
plain what  is  the  meaning  of  this  item 
of  £4,000,  which  is  a  considerable  in- 
crease upon  the  charge  for  last  year  ? 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOE  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  I  am  sorry  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Preston  (Mr.  Tomlinson) 
should  have  thought  it  right  to  say  what 
he  did  to  my  hon.  Friend  sitting  near 
me  (Mr.  P.  McDonald).  He  says  my 
hon.  Friend  addressed  himself  to  a  sub- 
ject of  which  he  knows  nothing.  Well, 
I  have  sat  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
posite (Mr.  Tomlinson)  for  four  years  in 
this  House,  and  I  must  say  that  during 
the  whole  of  that  period  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  never  seemed  to  me  to  know 
anything,  except  how  to  block  a  Bill, 
and  how  to  fill  up  those  interstices  in 
debates  which  talkers  against  time  know 
so  well  how  to  avail  themselves  of. 
[**  Oh,  oh !  "1  In  reply  to  the  interrup- 
tion of  hon.  Members,  I  would  point  out 
that  I  myself  never  talk  against  time. 
My  hon.  Friend  says  he  has  had  ex- 
perience of  trade  marks  being  granted 
without  proper  investigation ;  and  I 
would  recommend  to  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, the  champion  blocker,  this  import- 
ant fact  for  his  consideration — that,  at 
the  present  moment,  the  noble  Lord  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Lord 
Stanley  of  Preston)  is  engaged  in  a  con- 
sideration of  a  Bill  for  re- arranging  the 
whole  of  the  law  of  trade  •  marks,  and  a 
Bill  is  to  be  brought  in  next  year.  If 
trade  marks  are  in  the  happy  condition 
the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Tomlinson)  sup- 
poses them  to  be  in,  there  would  be  no 
occasion  whatever  for  the  introduction 
of  the  Bill  the  noble  Lord  is  engaged 
upon. 

Mr.  TUITE  (Westmeath,  N.) :  I  be- 
lieve the  present  cost  of  obtaining  a 
patent  is  too  high,  and  that  it  operates 
very  harshly  against  the  working  class 
of  this  country.  The  total  cost  is  much 
more  in  England  than  in  any  other 
country.  I  would  ask  the  Government 
to  do  what  they  can  to  reduce  the  cost, 
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BO  as  to  enable  our  intelligent  artizans 
and  labouring  clasees  to  patent  their 
inventions. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight) : 
Perhaps  it  would  be  convenient  that  I 
should  say  a  word  or  two  at  this  point 
on  the  three  questions  which  have  been 
raised.  First,  as  to  the  examination  of 
patents  and  trade  marks.  Perhaps  I 
ought  to  point  out  to  hon.  Members 
that  the  question  of  the  examination  of 
patents  and  the  question  of  the  exami- 
nation of  trade  marks  are  distinct.  As 
to  the  examination  into  the  validity  of 
letters  patent  before  a  patent  is  granted, 
I  need  not  remind  the  House  that  that 
is  a  subject  which  has  occupied  the 
minds  of  those  who  have  studied  the 
Patent  Law  for  the  past  15  or  20  years. 
Rightly  or  wrongly  it  has  been  con- 
sidered neither  possible  nor  desirable, 
in  the  interest  of  inventors,  to  attempt 
to  make  examinations  as  to  novelty. 
The  whole  matter  was  carefully  con- 
sidered prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament  of  1883.  I  must  remind  the 
Committee  that  the  matter  is  dealt  with 
in  Section  7  of  the  Act,  under  which 
there  is  an  examination  and  report  as  to 
the  nature  of  an  invention  ;  and  if  the  ap- 
plication, specification,  or  drawings  have 
not  been  prepared  in  the  prescribed 
manner,  or  if  the  title  does  not  suffi- 
ciently describe  the  subject-matter  of 
the  invention,  the  application  may  be 
refused.  That,  the  Committee  will  see, 
is  an  examination  into  what  I  may  call 
the  validity  of  the  patent,  to  find  whe- 
ther, on  the  face  of  it,  the  subject- 
matter  has  been  properly  described. 
Then  I  would  remind  the  Committee 
that  when  there  is  an  opposition  the 
matter  is  governed  by  Section  11,  which 
provides  that  there  may  be  such  opposi- 
tion on  the  ground  that  the  applicant 
has  obtained  the  invention  from  the  op- 
ponent, or  from  the  person  who  is  his 
legal  representative,  or  on  the  ground 
that  the  invention  has  been  patented 
in  this  country  on  an  application  of 
prior  date.  The  Committee  will  observe 
that,  the  subject-matter  being  advertised 
in  the  case  of  important  inventions,  it  is 
pretty  well  known  whether  or  not  any 
important  patent  intrudes  upon  the 
rights  of  prior  patentees.  Where  the 
owner  of  a  previous  patent  opposes  it, 
it  rests  with  the  Law  Officer  to  decide 
whether  or  not  a  patent  is  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  TuiU 


The  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Member  op- 
posite would  be  that,  in  the  interest  of 
every  inventor,  there  should  be  an  exa- 
mination as  to  the  validity  of  every 
patent,  to  see  whether  or  not  the  patent 
should  go  on.  The  subject  has  been 
most  carefully  considered,  and  those  who 
have  studied  the  working  of  the  Patent 
Law  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
unless  such  an  examination  were  tho- 
rough, so  that  the  State  could  guaran- 
tee the  validity  of  the  patent,  it  would 
be  of  no  real  value  to  the  patentee.  I 
do  not  wish  to  repeat  the  names  of 
the  eminent  men  who  have  expressed 
opinions  upon  this  matter.  Some  of 
them  are  no  longer  with  us,  though 
others,  I  am  happy  to  say,  are  still 
living.  Sir  William  Siemens,  who  came 
to  this  country  for  the  sake  of  the  Patent 
Laws,  having  started  originally  with  the 
idea  that  an  examination  would  be  de- 
sirable, at  last  came  round  to  the  oppo- 
site view,  and  sat  on  a  Committee  to 
consider  this  question,  which  reported 
that  it  was  not  desirable  that  there 
should  be  such  examination.  The  cost 
of  an  efficient  examination  would  be 
very  great  indeed ;  and  the  desire,  of 
course,  is  to  reduce  the  cost  to  inventors 
of  obtaining  patents.  I  do  not  think 
that  anyone  who  is  conversant  with  the 
daily  working  of  the  Patent  Office,  and 
of  the  Patent  Laws,  will  be  of  opinion, 
especially  now  that  there  are  much 
larger  powers  of  amendment  than  before 
the  passing  of  the  last  Patent  Act,  that 
it  would  be  desirable,  in  the  interests  of 
the  patentees,  to  attempt  a  system  of 
examination.  I  do  not  know  that  I 
need  say  anything  further  on  that  ques- 
tion. With  regard  to  the  cost  of  index- 
ing, I  may  be  allowed  to  tell  the  Com- 
mittee— though  it  is  scarcely  within  my 
province,  but  as  I  happen  to  have  had 
the  matter  brought  prominently  under 
my  notice  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  a 
word  or  two  with  regard  to  it — I  may 
be  allowed  to  tell  the  Committee  that 
the  main  cost  of  the  increase  of  index- 
ing is  the  increase  of  work  thrown  on 
the  officials  of  the  Patent  Office.  It  has 
been  already  pointed  out  that  the  matter 
of  indexing  is  of  one  great  importance  to 
patentees,  and  especially  to  those  who  are 
bringing  out  patents  for  improvements. 
It  would  be  astonishing  to  Members,  oa 
inquiring^  into  this  subject,  to  find  how 
frequently  it  happens  that  inventors, 
who  think  they  have  hit  upon  a  per- 
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fectly  original  idea,  find  on  making  in- 
vestigation that  the  same  thing  has  been 
invented  before.  Indexing  is  a  most 
difficult  process ;  and,  owing  to  the  large 
increase  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
number  of  patents  since  the  passing  of 
the  last  Act,  it  has  been  necessary  to 
incur  great  expense  in  the  matter.  But 
a  large  increase  has  taken  place  on  the 
other  side  of  the  account.  There  is  a 
countervailing  balance;  therefore,  the 
patentees  who  pay  the  fees  have  a  right 
to  be  considered.  With  regard  to  the 
cost  of  obtaining  the  patent  being  too 
high,  that  was  a  matter  which  was  con- 
sidered prior  to  1883.  The  initial  cost 
was  largely  reduced.  In  the  first  in- 
stance it  is  only  £4 — £1  on  application 
for  a  provisional  protection,  and  £3  on 
completion  of  specification.  There  is  no 
further  payment  until  the  end  of  four 
years.  Practically  speaking,  therefore, 
eyery  useful  invention  can  get  protection 
for  four  years  for  £4 ;  and  there  are  few 
inventions  indeed  which  cannot  be  de- 
veloped, and  tried,  and  tested  in  four 
years.  And  when  a  man  has  got  an  in- 
vention which  is  so  useful  that  it  is 
worth  while  to  obtain  a  monopoly  for 
it,  then,  at  the  end  of  four  years,  he 
can  continue  the  patent.  The  sum 
charged  is  not  at  present  considered  too 
large ;  but  whether  a  reduction  is  pos- 
sible and  desirable,  I  am  sure  those  who 
have  control  over  the  Patent  Office  will 
be  very  glad  to  consider.  So  far  as  the 
interests  of  working  men  inventors  are 
concerned,  I  do  not  think  there  have 
been  anything  like  the  complaints  as  to 
the  high  cost  of  patents  since  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Patent  Act  that  there  were 
previously.  Certainly,  the  endeavour 
of  those  who  have  had  the  framing  of 
the  laws  has  been  to  put  it  in  the  power 
of  those  working  men  who  have  been 
fortunate  enough  to  hit  upon  an  original 
invention  to  obtain  a  patent  for  it  on 
the  most  moderate  terms,  and  then  to 
secure  their  right  at  the  least  possible 
expense.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  other 
question  has  been  raised  upon  which  I 
can  afford  the  Committee  any  informa- 
tion ;  but  I  think  I  can  say  that,  as  to 
the  examination  of  trade  marks,  the 
Comptroller  does  not  allow  two  trade 
marxs  of  a  similcu:  kind  to  be  put  on 
the  same  class  of  goods.  All  these 
matters  have  been  lately  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Patent  Office  and  the 
Board  of  Trade ;  and  I  do  not  think  there 


is  any  question  of  weight  which  has 
been  overlooked,  and  on  which  every 
effort  has  not  been  made  to  make  the 
Act  work  as  successfully  as  possible. 

Mb.  p.  McDonald  :  My  remarks 
were  in  the  direction  of  improving  the 
law  as  to  trade  marks.  I  did  not  intend 
so  much  to  address  myself  in  the  course 
of  my  observations  to  the  question  of 
patents,  inasmuch  as  I  am  more  con- 
cerned in  the  one  than  the  other.  I  am 
pleased  to  find  that  the  observations  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  have 
fully  borne  out  the  necessity  that  exists 
for  effecting  some  change  in  the  law  ; 
and  that,  indirectly,  has  been  a  com- 
plete answer  to  the  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Tomlinson),  who  has  earned  the 
reputation  of  champion  blocker  of  the 
House. 

Mb.  CONWAY  (Leitrim,  N.) :  It 
must  be  satisfactory  to  hon.  Members 
to  hear  from  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Attorney  General  that  there 
is  likely  soon  to  be  a  consolidated  index 
of  patents.  As  to  cost,  I  would  point 
out  that  the  total  income  from  patents  is 
£86,980,  whilst  the  cost  of  the  Depart- 
ment is  £53,000,  leaving  a  profit  of 
£34,000.  It  appears  to  me,  therefore, 
that  having  £34,000  at  their  command 
they  may  very  well  see  their  way  to 
reducing  the  charge,  and  to  extending 
the  initial  period  of  protection.  I  think 
the  Department  ought  to  take  that  mat- 
ter into  consideration.  Looking  at  the 
Annual  Heport  of  the  Patent  Office, 
there  appears  to  me  to  be  one  feature 
of  it  that  demands  the  attention  of  the 
House.  Here  is  a  paragraph  stating 
that  during  the  year  certain  hardships 
arose  under  Sections  8  and  9  of  the  Act, 
owing  to  applicants  not  having  complied 
with  the  statutory  requirements  ;  and  as 
to  the  production  of  an  amending  Act, 
enabling  the  Comptroller  to  allow  suffi- 
cient time  for  the  completing  of  specifi- 
cations. The  time  allowed  is  too  short, 
and  it  will,  no  doubt,  be  wise  to  make 
arrangements  for  meeting  the  complaints 
of  inventors.  We  all  know  how  great 
are  the  complaints  of  inventors.  We 
hear  tell  of  their  exceedingly  sensitive 
natures;  and  one  can  well  understand 
the  feelings  of  anxiety  of  a  man  who 
submits  a  specification  to  the  Patent 
Office,  and  the  worry  and  the  care 
which  he  must  endure,  owing  to  the 
over-methodical  and  circumlocutory  sys- 
tem adopted  by  the   authorities.     The 
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feelings  of  inventors  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered by  those  engaged  in  the  Depart- 
ments ;  and  I  trust  that  this  paragraph 
in  the  Beport  to  which  I  call  attention 
will  meet  with  consideration  from  the 
Attorney  General,  and  that  the  time  for 
putting  in  specifications  after  applica- 
tion has  been  made  will  be  extended. 

Mr.  HARRIS  (Galway,  E.) :  I  should 
like  to  ask  whether  facilities  could  not 
be  given  to  working  men  to  enable  them 
to  take  out  a  patent  without  the  inter- 
vention of  a  lawyer  ?  I  myself  thought 
I  had  an  invention  worth  patenting ;  but 
I  found  that  I  should  have  to  go  to  a 
lawyer,  and  give  him  something  like 
£30  to  begin  with,  in  order  to  take  out 
a  patent.  I  thought  that  too  much  to 
pay  for  an  experiment.  I,  therefore,  ask 
whether  arrangements  could  not  be  made 
to  enable  a  working  man  to  go  to  the 
office  and  take  out  his  patent  without 
the  intervention  of  a  lawyer,  or  the 
trouble  and  annoyance  of  having  to 
obtain  legal  assistance  ? 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid):  I 
was  led  to  understand  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  on  the  Treasury 
Bench  (the  Attorney  General)  that  since 
this  new  Patent  Law  had  been  brought 
in  the  number  of  applicants  for  the 
protection  afforded  by  Letters  Patent 
had  greatly  increased.  Well,  Sir,  in 
looking  into  the  statistics,  we  find  that 
the  number  of  applicants  has  increased, 
but  that  the  number  of  patents  which 
have  been  taken  out  have  not  increased ; 
on  the  contrary,  that  there  have  been 
more  heart-burnings  over  this  question 
than  over  many  others.  ["Oh,  oh!"] 
Yes,  than  over  many  others  that  arise 
here  every  night.  [Laughter.']  Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  may  laugh,  but  per- 
haps they  are  not  inventors.  Well, 
Sir,  there  is  one  point  to  be  noticed  in 
connection  with  this  Estimate,  and  that 
is  that  there  is  a  considerable  expendi- 
ture of  public  money  involved  for  which 
there  is  no  return  whatsoever — I  mean 
the  amount  paid  in  salaries  to  the  exa- 
mining staff.  They  receive  somewhere 
between  £14.000  and  £15,000  a-year, 
and  that  is  altogether  exclusive  of  the 
payment  of  writers  and  others  in  the 
same  Department.  There  is  no  propor- 
tion between  the  numbers  of  these  offi- 
cials and  the  numbers  of  the  applications. 
The  number  of  applications  shows  that 
the  amount  paid  in  this  Department  is 
not  far  from  £1  for  each  application, 
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which  is  actually  the  initial  fee  which 
has  to  be  paid  by  those  who  apply  for 
patents.  The  initial  fee  may,  therefore, 
be  said  to  be  spent  in  examination 
and  preliminary  specification.  We  may 
thus  put  aside  this  £1  per  application 
as  spent  without  advantage  to  anyone 
concerned.  The  Committee  which  has 
been  appointed  to  deal  with  this  ques- 
tion has  shown  that  the  method  is  of 
practical  advantage.  Though  it  has 
given  general  satisfaction  in  its  work- 
ing, still  it  is  a  fact  that  the  reduction 
of  fees  which  was  made  was  mainly 
clamoured  for  on  the  initial  stage,  if 
the  number  of  patents  applied  for  is 
to  be  taken  as  a  criterion  of  the  value 
of  the  Act  there  can  be  no  question 
about  that  value,  for  its  success  in  this 
respect  exceeded  the  most  sanguine  an- 
ticipation of  its  promoters.  In  the  first 
year  the  number  of  applications  was  no 
less  than  three  times  what  it  had  been 
in  the  preceding  year.  In  the  year  just 
passed  there  were  only  16,101 ;  though 
in  the  first  year  there  were  17,110. 
That  is  a  falling-off  of  1,000 ;  and  it  is 
to  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
there  was  an  accumulation  just  before 
the  Act  was  passed.  Of  course,  when  a 
reform  is  made  in  a  Department  of  this 
sort,  naturally  enough  the  applicants 
will  wish  to  take  advantage  of  it,  and 
will  wait  until  it  is  completed.  The 
applicants,  therefore,  waited  until  the 
reform  took  place,  when  they  were  able 
to  take  practical  advantage  of  it.  It 
will  be  highly  satisfactory  if  the  quality 
of  this  enormous  number  of  inventions 
could  be  readily  tested.  Unfortunately, 
we  are  told  that  that  is  not  possible. 
Ilowever,  there  is  a  rouffh  test  afforded, 
and  that  is  by  the  number  of  applica- 
tions that  are  allowed  to  lapse  at  the 
first  stage.  With  respect  to  this  number 
of  applications,  there  are  a  few  statistics 
which  have  been  furnished  that  I  should 
like  hon.  Members  to  learn.  The  Patent 
Office  has,  with  a  delightful  amount  of 
candour,  lately  published  a  full  list  of 
applicants  for  patents  since  the  year 
1884,  and  which  have  become  Toid  in 
consequente  of  complete  specifications 
not  having  been  lodged  within  ten 
months  of  the  date  of  application.  This 
list  numbers  7,013,  and  the  addition  of 
applications  voided  for  other  reasons 
brings  the  total  to  7,064,  or  41  per^cent 
of  all  the  applications  made  in  a  year. 
Though  there  have  been  such  a  con-. 
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siderable  number  of  applications  made 
in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the  new 
Patent  Law,  still,  practically  speaking, 
though  the  applications  have  been  made, 
you  must  take  into  account  the  number 
of  people  who  have  lost  their  patents 
by  letting  the  whole  thing  lapse.  The 
number  of  patents  voided  under  the  old 
law  was  86  per  cent ;  and,  putting  the 
two  figures  side  by  side,  we  have  the 
result  that  there  has  been  a  greater  per- 
centage during  the  period  to  which  I 
have  drawn  special  attention.  It  is  a 
little  surprising  that  the  percentage 
should  be  increased,  and  that  the  fee  of 
£  1  should  yield  no  less  than  three-fifths 
of  all  the  applications  for  patents — 
that  is  to  say,  that  the  inventors  of  two- 
fifths  of  the  inventions  for  which  patents 
are  applied  do  not  consider  them  worth 
£3  a-piece  nine  months  after  they  have 
taken  the  first  steps  to  protect  them. 
This  is  an  important  point,  and  pos- 
sibly the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
opposite  will  deem  it  worthy  of  his  con- 
sideration. It  used  to  be  said,  under 
the  former  law,  that  it  was  the  heavy 
fees  and  the  initial  stages  which  killed 
the  patents ;  but  that  argument  cannot 
be  advanced  now.  It  would  not  be  true. 
It  is  admitted  that  the  taking  out  of 
patents  is  not  now  confined  to  such  im- 
portant matters  as  it  was  in  days  gone 
by — in  fact,  that  many  smaller  minor 
inventions  are  now  worth  patenting 
which  formerly  were  not  deemed  of 
sufficient  value — in  consequence  of  the 
lowering  of  the  charges.  We  cannot 
walk  down  any  street  of  importance 
without  seeing  many  shops  in  which  are 
exposed  for  sale  small  patented  articles 
which  formerly  you  could  not  have  ob- 
tained. [''Order!"]  I  was  talking  about 
the  examiners  and  the  amount  paid  to 
them,  and  from  that  we  come  to  argue 
on  the  price  of  patents  ;  and  it  is  clearly 
discernible,  even  to  the  most  superficial 
inquirer,  that  owing  to  the  lowering 
of  the  price  of  patents  many  minor 
articles  are  patented.  A  man  will  now- 
adays take  out  a  patent  for  a  cork-screw, 
though,  in  days  gone  by,  he  would  not 
have  thought  it  worth  his  while  to  do  so. 
We  now  find  patents  taken  out  not  for 
one,  but  for  dozens  of  minor  articles, 
such  as  cork-screws.  It  is  worthy  of 
consideration  how  you  can  best  give  in- 
formation of  all  these  small  patents  to 
future  inventors.  It  is  important  that 
we  should  have  an  index ;  because,  if 
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the  patents  were  destroyed,  we  should 
have  no  record  of  what  had  been  pre- 
viously detected.  Besides,  an  index  is 
necessary,  so  that  future  inventors  may 
be  able  to  see  what  has  already  been 
patented,  and  may  be  able  to  guard 
themeelves  from  the  risk  of  having  their 
patents  interfered  with  by  the  owner  of 
an  abandoned  application,  and  that  the 
owners  of  the  abandoned  applications 
themselves  may  be  able  to  relinquish 
their  first  claims,  and  substitute  fresh 
applications  based  on  a  fuller  knowledge 
of  the  machine  or  implement  they  may 
have  invented.  It  would  also  be  well 
worth  considering  whether  the  destruc- 
tion of  all  provisional  speciBcations  would 
not  in  itself  be  an  advantage.  In  that 
case,  the  examining  staff  would  not  have 
to  be  relied  upon  to  see  that  an  inventor 
did  not  introduce  fresh  matter  into  his 
specification,  which  he  had  probably  ob- 
tained from  a  rival.  Of  courae,  the 
examination  of  appli<^ations  has  suc- 
ceeded to  a  degree,  and  it  certainly  is  a 
matter  which  should  be  inquired  into. 
Inventors  themselves,  especially  those  of 
the  poorer  class,  like  it,  because  they 
believe  that,  after  their  specification  has 
once  been  taken  into  consideration,  it  is 
safe  from  subsequent  attack,  and  that, 
whether  or  not,  they  have  secured  an 
indefeasible  right  to  their  inventions. 
They  have,  at  all  events,  obtained  a 
right  not  to  be  impugned  except  by 
legal  proceedings.  [  Cries  of  **  Divide !  " 
and  **  Question!  "]  If  I  have  not  ex- 
plained myself  intelligently,  I  will  en- 
deavour to  do  so  at  greater  length. 
What  I  wanted  to  show  was  that  the 
examining  staff  receive  a  large  amount 
of  money,  and  that,  unfortunately,  the 
benefit  the  people  who  take  out  in- 
ventions derive  from  the  operations 
of  these  gentlemen  is  not  altogether 
commensurate  to  this  amount  of 
money.  The  results  are  not  alto- 
gether satisfactory.  The  existence  of 
the  examination  has  induced  a  ^reat 
many  inventors  to  rely  upon  them- 
selves and  upon  the  otiBcials  for  the 
proper  drafting  of  their  specifications, 
without  the  intervention  of  a  patent 
agent.  That  is  a  very  great  mis- 
take, and  is  to  be  deprecated  as 
likely  to  work  to  the  disadvantage  of 
persons  who  may  wish  to  obtain  patents 
in  the  future.  I  hope  this  matter  will 
receive  the  deliberate  and  mature  con- 
sideration of  the  noble  Lord  the  Fresi- 
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dent  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Lord  Stanley 
of  Preston). 

Mr.  a.  BLANE  (Armagh,  S.) :  I 
would  draw  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  fact  that  a  patent  can  be 
had  in  the  United  States  of  America  for 
less  than  it  can  be  obtained  in  this  coun- 
try ;  and  I  look  upon  that  fact,  and  the 
impetus  it  gives  to  American  industries, 
as  one  of  the  reasons  of  depression  of 
trade  here.  I  have  been  many  times  in 
the  United  States  Patent  Office,  and  I 
never  saw  a  policeman  there ;  but  in 
this  Vote  I  see  a  large  sum  charged  for 
police.  I  do  not  see  why  we  should  have 
this  charge  in  the  Estimates.  In  Wash- 
ington the  police  do  their  duty  outside, 
and  certainly  not  inside,  the  Patent 
Office.  As  I  object  to  this  item,  I  shall 
move  to  reduce  the  Vote  by  the  amount 
for  the  Police. 

The  OHAIEMAN  :  I  did  not  catch 
the  amount  by  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man wishes  to  reduce  the  Vote. 

Mb.  a.  BLANE  :  £400. 

Motion  made,  and  Question, 

''That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £24,903,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  connected  with  the 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade  Marks  Act," — (Mr. 
Alexander  Blane^) 

— put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  CONWAY :  I  should  like  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  At- 
torney General  to  answer  the  question  I 
raised  as  to  an  extension  of  time  being 
allowed  between  the  date  of  the  appli- 
cation and  the  date  of  delivery  of  speci- 
fications. 

The  attorney  GENEEAL  (Sir 
BiCHARD  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight) : 
The  time  under  the  old  Act  was  six 
months.  It  has  been  extended  to  nine 
months,  and  that  limit  of  time  has  been 
found  to  be  quite  sufficient.  The  cases  the 
hon.  Gentleman  referred  to  were  excep- 
tional cases  of  delay.  There  is  ample 
time  now  for  the  authorities  to  consider 
the  applications,  and  it  is  considered 
that  nine  months  is  quite  long  enough 
for  complete  specifications  to  be  kept 
out  of  the  Patent  Office.  To  increase 
the  time  would  only  be  to  give  an  oppor- 
tunity to  some  inventors  to  put  into  the 
specifications  more  than  was  thought  of 
at  the  time  the  patent  was  applied  for. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Dr.  Tantar 


(8.)  £11,190,  to  complete  the  Bum  for 
the  Paymaster  General's  Office. 

(9.)  Motion  made,  and  Qaestion  pro- 
posed, 

**That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £4,014,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  lam 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  Establishments  under  the  PubUc 
Works  Loan  Commissioners." 

Mr.  MAEJORIBANKS  (Berwick- 
shire) :  I  wish  to  elicit  the  opinion  of 
the  Government  on  two  points  in  con- 
nection with  this  Vote,  and  they  both 
refer  to  the  functions  of  the  Public 
Works  Loan  Commissioners  as  to  ad- 
vances for  harbour  improvement.  It 
will  be  in  the  recollection  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  some  years  ago  a  Committee 
of  the  House  sat  and  recommended  that 
large  grants  should  be  made  for  harbour 
works  in  the  country.  Later  on,  in 
1861,  Mr.  Milner  Gibson,  in  conjunction 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  W.  E.  Glad- 
stone), as  an  alternative  to  such  a  policy 
of  grants,  passed  a  Bill — the  HarDonrs 
and  Passing  Tolls  Bill — to  enable  the 
Loan  Commissioners  to  make  adrances 
for  harbour  works,  by  way  of  loan,  at 
a  low  rate  of  interest — 3}  per  cent. 
That  rate  of  interest  prevailed  until 
1868,  when  Lord  Iddesleigh  placed  these 
loans  on  the  same  footing  as  other  loans 
granted  by  the  Public  Works  Loan 
Commissioners.  I  believe  that  to  have 
been  a  breach  of  faith  with  the  House 
and  the  country ;  because  these  loans,  at 
a  low  rate  of  interest^  were  distinctly 
given  as  an  alternative  to  g^nts.  I 
want  to  know  if  the  present  Government 
will  do  anything  in  the  way  of  restoring 
the  advantages  which  Harbour  Autho- 
rities had  all  through  the  country  for 
obtaining  money  at  a  low  rate  of  in* 
terest  when  the  security  is  good?  I 
do  not  ask  that  where  the  security  is 
bad  they  should  have  these  advantwes, 
but  where  the  security  is  g^ood.  1  do 
contend  that,  for  purposes  of  improve- 
ment,  the  Harbour  Authorities  should 
have  the  advantage  of  State  credit,  and 
should  be  able  to  g^t  money  from  the 
Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners  at 
the  lowest  possible  rate  of  interest, 
which  would  not  cause  loss  to  the  State. 
My  second  point  is  this — ^the  Pablie 
Works  Loan  Commissioners  are,  un- 
doubtedly,   very   capable   of    judging 
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what  the  value  of  a  seourity  is;  but  I 
entirelj  deny  that  they  are  a  Body  who 
are  at  all  fit  to  judge  of  the  policy  of 
particular  harbour  works,  or  are  a  Body 
at  all  fit  to  inspect  such  works  whilst 
they  are  in  process  of  construction.  I 
wish  to  know  whether  Her  Majesty's 
present  Oovernment  are  inclined  to 
adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  Committee 
I  had  the  honour  to  preside  over  during 
the  last  Parliament  but  one,  which  re- 
commended that  this  power  of  deciding 
as  to  the  policy  of  any  future  harbour 
works,  and  this  power  of  superintending 
any  work  whilst  in  course  of  construc- 
tion, should  be  taken  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Public  Works  Loan  Commis- 
sioners, who  are  not  qualified  to  dis- 
charge those  functions,  and  put  into  the 
hands  of  a  Department  capable  of  exer- 
cising them  ? 

Mr.  ANDERSON  (Elgin  and  Nairn) : 
Before  the  noble  Lord  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  (Lord  BandolphChurchill) 
answers  the  question,  I  desire  to  ask 
him  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  the  very  strict  terms  enjoined 
upon  the  Harbour  Commissioners  in  ad- 
vancing money  in  respect  of  harbour 
works  at  Lossiemouth,  on  the  North - 
East  Coast  of  Scotland  ?  I  had  the 
honour  to  attend  on  a  deputation  the 
other  day  which  waited  on  the  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Henry  De 
Worms)  in  regard  to  this  matter.  It 
was  represented  to  him  that  the  Com- 
missioners insist  that,  in  the  event  of  a 
loan  being  granted,  their  charge  shall 
be  a  first  charge  upon  the  works,  and 
the  result  was  the  suspension  of  nego- 
tiations for  the  loan.  I  placed  the  facts 
before  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade;  and  he  stated  that,  in  his  opi- 
nion, this  was  a  case  where  a  concession 
ought  to  be  made  by  the  Commissioners 
in  regard  to  the  rule  of  their  advances, 
and  that  he  would  make  a  representa- 
tion on  the  point  to  the  noble  Lord  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  I  only 
now  desire  to  know  whether  the  noble 
Lford  takes  the  same  view  of  the  case 
that  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
took,  because  it  is  a  most  important 
matter,  as  affecting  this  harbour  and 
the  improvements  that  are  contemplated 
with  regard  to  it. 

Thb CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolph  Chubchill) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  If  I  understand  the 


hon.  Gentleman  rightly,  he  is  inclined 
to  blame  the  Board  of  Trade,  because 
they  will  not  allow  public  money  to  be 
advanced  for  purposes  of  harbour  con- 
struction in  Scotland  on  other  security 
than  a  first  charge.     Is  that  so  ? 

Mr.  ANDERSON :  The  case  I  laid 
before  the  hon.  Member  (Baron  Henry 
De  Worms)  is  that  the  Commissioners 
insist  ou  this  advance  coming  before 
every  other  charge. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL : 
I  think  the  Commissioners  were  justified 
in  that.  I  am  afraid  I  could  not,  for  a 
moment,  approve  of  the  advance  of 
public  money  on  any  other  terms  save 
as  a  first  charge.  The  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber (Mr.  Marjoribanks)  has  asked  two 
questions  of  the  Government,  to  one  of 
which  I  am  sure  I  can  give  an  answer 
in  the  affirmative.  I  would  say  that 
the  money  of  the  State  should  certainly 
be  advanced  for  purposes  of  harbour 
accommodation  in  England  at  such  a 
rate  of  interest  as  would  not  involve  a 
loss  to  the  Exchequer.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  make  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's proposition  in  that  respect,  and 
I  am  sure  there  is  none  on  the  part  of 
the  Board  of  Trade.  I  think  it  quite 
possible  that  former  Governments  have 
been  rather  letliarg'c  in  coming  to  the 
assistance  of  the  localities  in  respect  to 
the  development  of  harbour  accommoda- 
tion. It  is  within  my  knowledge  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  rendered 
great  service  to  the  House  and  the 
public  by  bringing  this  matter  of  har- 
bour accommodation  before  Parliament ; 
and  his  formula  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  advance  money  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  important 
public  improvements  at  the  lowest  pos- 
sible rate  of  interest  is  one  which  I 
shall  be  glad  to  adopt.  The  right  hon. 
Member's  other  question  was,  whether 
the  Government  would  be  prepared  to 
remove  these  decisions  as  to  the  value  of 
harbours  from  the  Public  Works  Loan 
Commissioners  and  place  them  in  the 
hands  of  a  Government  Department? 
That  is  a  question  which  I  cannot  speak 
upon  at  present.  We  have  had  no  time 
to  examine  the  Report  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  refers  ;  but  I  undertake,  if  the 
action  of  the  Commissioners  is  shown  to 
have  been  improperly  taken,  and  that 
the  action  of  a  Government  Department 
would  be  more  satisfactory,  to  give  the 
matter  consideration. 
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Mb.  BIGQAR  (Oayan,  W.) :  I  think 
the  noble  Lord  is  certainly  right  in  saying 
that  he  will  not  consent  to  lend  public 
money  except  upon  perfectly  good  secu- 
rity— that  is  to  say,  a  first  charge  upon 
the  works.  I  believe  the  noble  Lord 
will  be  perfectly  right,  on  those  condi- 
tions, to  lend  money  for  the  completion 
of  harbours. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  io. 

(10.)  £8,326,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Eecord  Office. 

(11.)  £22,211,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  the  Registrar  General's  Office,  Eng- 
land. 

(12.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

''That  a  sam,  not  exceeding  £241,424,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  coarse  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  3l8t  day  of  March  1887,  for  Stationery, 
Printing,  and  Paper,  Binding,  and  Printed 
Books  for  the  several  Departments  of  Govern- 
ment in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and 
some  Dependencies,  and  for  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament,  and  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses 
of  the  Establishment  of  the  Stationery^  Office, 
and  the  cost  of  Stationery  Office  Publications, 
and  of  the  Gazette  Offices;  and  for  sundry 
Miscellaneous  Services,  including  a  Grant  in 
Aid  of  the  publication  of  Parliamentary  De- 
bates.*' 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  Mr.  Courtney,  you  will  re- 
member that  last  night  I  was  called  to 
Order  by  you  on  my  endeavouring  to 
raise  some  discussion  upon  a  Vote  then 
before  the  Committee  with  regard  to 
the  reporting  of  Parliamentary  debate?, 
and  that  I  was  referred  to  this  Vote  as 
the  Vote  on  which  my  observations 
should  be  made.  In  the  first  place, 
then,  there  is  a  very  extraordinary  dis- 
crepancy between  two  items  of  this  Vote 
— that  is  to  say,  the  charge  for  printing 
Parliamentary  Papers,  binding,  &c., 
amounts  to  no  less  a  sum  than  £80,000  ; 
whereas  the  charge  for  the  preparation 
and  publication  of  Parliamentary  de- 
bates and  records  is  only  £5,580.  I 
venture  to  say  that  if  those  sums  were 
reversed — that  if  £80,000  were  spent 
upon  Parliamentary  debates  and  records, 
and  £5,580  on  printing  Parliamentary 
Papers,  we  should  make  a  much  better 
bargain  than  we  have  under  the  present 
arrangement.  I  wish  to  press  this  most 
earnestly  on  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment. At  present  we  have  a  system  of 
Parliamentary  reporting  which  has  no 


example  in  the  whole  world,  or  in  the 
history  of  mankind.  Up  to  a  short  time 
ago  Hansard^ s  Parliamentary  Dehnies  were 
entirely  made  up  of  extracts  taken  from 
the  daily  papers.  I  suppose  that  when 
hon.  Gentlemen  took  up  JIafuard*8  Par- 
liameniary  Debates  and  wanted  to  find 
out  the  opinions  expressed  by  Ministers 
on  previous  occasions,  they  were  under 
the  impression  that  they  were  reading 
some  carefully  compiled  official  report 
of  what  Ministers  had  said — they  were 
under  the  impression  that  they  were 
reading  an  original  report  specially 
taken  for  Sansard^n  Parliamentary  2)«- 
hates.  Well,  Sir,  the  fact  was  the  re- 
verse of  this;  it  was  simply  a  cutting 
from  the  report  of  a  newspaper  snp« 
posed  to  give  a  good  report,  and  passed 
off  as  an  official  report  of  the  words  of 
the  Minister.  Some  time  ago  a  change 
was  made  in  this  matter ;  Mr.  Hansard 
was  given  a  certain  sum  so  that  he 
might  employ  a  reporting  staff  of  his 
own.  A  compromise  was  arrived  at  of 
a  very  peculiar  character.  Hantard  at 
present  reports  only  a  certain  portion  of 
the  proceedings  of  this  House.  If  I  am 
rightly  informed,  Mansard  reports  only 
discussions  in  Committee.  The  moment 
the  Speaker  leaves  the  Ohair  Hansard 
commences  to  report ;  the  moment  he 
resumes  the  Chair  Hansard  ceases  to 
report.  Well,  Sir,  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  extra- 
ordinary consequences  of  this  arrange- 
ment. We  have  the  whole  debate  in 
Committee  reported,  and,  on  Report,  we 
have  none  of  the  debate  reported ;  every- 
thing said  in  Committee  is  reported  tar* 
hatim  in  the  first  person.  ["  No,  no!  "] 
I  can  assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
says  ''No !"  that  I  speak  with  accurate 
and  precise  information  on  the  question. 
You  have,  for  instance,  a  certain  clause 
discussed  in  Committee  reported  v^^Imn,- 
you  turn  totheBeport  stag^  and  you  find, 
instead  of  a  report  verbatim  et  literatsm^ 
either  a  very  partial  mention  of  the 
clause,  or,  perhaps,  no  mention  of  it  at 
all.  The  result  of  all  this  is  that  Han^ 
sard's  reports  at  the  present  moment 
are  most  disproportionate.  You  have  a 
system  of  the  most  careful  and  accurate 
reporting  of  the  least  important  stage 
of  a  Bill,  and  you  have  a  most  scanty, 
vague,  and  often  unintelligible  record  of 
the  more  important  stage  of  a  Bill.  In 
more  recent  years  reporting  in  the  daily 
papers  has  undergone  a  rerobitioBarj 
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change.     I  hope  the  noble  Lord  the 
Chancellor  of   the  Exchequer  will  not 
think  that  I  am  making  an  unfair  per- 
sonal allusion  ;  the  gentleman  who  wrote 
to  me  on  this  subject  says  that  if  you 
were  to  try  to  develop  the  career  of  the 
noble  Lord  from  his  speeches  in  Hansard 
you  would  find  more  than  one  hiatus  in 
the  series.     I  am  sure  that  the  position 
of  the  noble  Lord  will  make  every  word 
he  utters  interesting  and  important  to 
Parliamentary  historians  in  this  coun- 
try ;  but  if  you  take  the  last  six  years; 
in  which  the  noble  Lord  has  taken  a 
very  prominent  part  in  the  debates  in 
this  House,  you  will  find  very  little  of 
his  speeches  reported.     On  the  other 
hand,  if  you  were  to  trace  the  Parlia- 
mentary career   of   Mr.   Disraeli,   you 
could  do  so  with  very  great  advantage, 
and  almost  completely,   through   Ban- 
sard^s  Parliamentary  Delates.     Mr.  Dis- 
raeli spoke  for  the  first  time  on  the  7th 
of  December,  1837  ;  he  made  his  maiden 
speech  on  that  occasion.     He  was  a  man 
who  made    a  position  for  himself    in 
literature ;  but  1  suppose  that  no  one  is 
considered  a  great  man  who  speaks  in 
this  House  for  the  first  time.    And  yet, 
if  you  turn  to  The  Morning  Chronicle  ana 
one  or  two  more  daily  papers  of  the 
time,   you  will   find   the  same    report 
of   his  speech   as  if  he  had  occupied 
the   position    of    Sir  Eobert    Peel    or 
Sir    James   Graham.      That,   I  think, 
was  one  of  the  most  historical  speeches 
ever    delivered    in    this    House  —  the 
speech    of    a   man   who    was    to    be- 
come Prime   Minister.     But    had    Mr. 
Disraeli  been  present  to  make  his  speech 
in  1886  he  would  have  been  dismissed 
in  three  lines,  and  the  loss  would  be 
ours,  for  in  his  case  the  world  would 
have  been  debarred  from  turning  to  the 
words  which  were  uttered  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  career  of  a  very  dis- 
tinguished   statesman.      Well,    Sir,    I 
think  that  either  we  ought  to  have  com- 
plete official  Parliamentary  reports,  or 
that  we  ouglit  to  allow  Mr.  Hansard  to 
stick  to  his  old  plan  of  making  out  his 
reports  from  the  newspapers.      What 
can  be  more  absurd  than  that  you  should 
have  one  part  of  a  discussion  collated 
from  the  daily  papers,  and  another  por- 
tion of  the  same  discussion  taken  ver- 
hatim  by  Mr.  Hansard's  staff?     I  am 
strengthened  in  my  demand  by  this  fact — 
ihaty  as  I  believe,  England  at  the  present 
moment  is  the  onlj  country  in  the  world 


with  Representative  Institutions  that  has 
not  an  official  Parliamentary  report. 
They  have  it  in  France,  in  Germany, 
and  in  every  foreign  country ;  and, 
further,  all  the  Colonies — every  country 
with  Parliamentary  Institutions  has  an 
official  Parliamentary  report,  except 
the  one  which  has  been  described  as  the 
mother  of  Parliaments.  I  maintain 
that  every  word  spoken  by  a  Member  of 
this  House  is  of  sufficient  importance  to 
be  recorded  for  future  reference ;  but  I 
say,  for  myself,  that  I  regard  the  pre- 
sent system  of  Parliamentary  reporting 
as  so  grotesque  that  I  never  open  the 
reports  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Hansard.  I 
do  not  see  the  good  of  a  system  under 
which  a  speech  made  in  the  earlier  part 
of  the  evening  is  very  imperfectly  re- 
ported, and  a  speech  made  later  in  the 
evening  reported  by  Mr.  Hansard  in 
full.  For  these  reasons  I  hope  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  pay 
some  attention  to  the  serious  defects  of 
this  system,  and  make  a  change  which 
is  as  much  needed  in  the  interest  of  this 
House  as  in  the  interest  of  the  his- 
torical records  of  the  country. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.):  I 
would  add  to  the  remarks  of  my  hon. 
Friend  who  has  just  spoken  that  such  a 
record  as  he  has  indicated  would  pro- 
bably be  continued  with  advantage,  and 
appreciated  by  Members  of  the  House 
and  the  Government,  whomsoever  they 
might  be.  I  understand  that  the  custom 
of  some  hon.  Members  is  to  write 
speeches  and  commit  them  to  the 
printer,  which  they  never  deliver  in  this 
House.  I  dare  say  that  a  good  many 
Members  of  the  House  write  their 
speeches  and  deliver  them,  not  for  the 
benefit  of  the  House,  but  of  their  con- 
stituents. If  this  form  were  established, 
probably  many  hon.  Members  would 
avail  themselves  of  the  system,  and  de- 
liver their  manuscripts  to  the  official  re- 
porters, and  thereby  save  the  time  of 
the  House.  I  would  like  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  two  or 
three  other  matters  in  connection  with 
this  Vote.  In  the  first  place,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  last  night  made 
what  I  think  was  a  fair  offer  in  re- 
ference to  a  question  put  to  him  about 
the  supply  of  Parliamentary  Papers  to 
free  libraries  and  mechanics'  institutes. 
He  said  that  any  Parliamentary  Papers 
required  by  them  would  be  supplied  Iree 
of  cost.    But  I  would  remind  the  noble 
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Lord  that  his  promise  is  somewhat  illu- 
sory ;  because  it  would  be  very  difficult 
for  anyone  who  does  not  see  the  Papers 
themselves  to  determine  what  Papers 
such  institutions  would  require,  or  what 
Papers  would  interest  the  Members.  I 
would,  therefore,  ask  the  noble  Lord,  in 
addition,  to  have  a  printed  list  of  these 
publications,  with  a  description  of  their 
contents,  in  order  that  the  institutions 
referred  to  might  know  exactly  what 
Papers  they  want.  A  more  serious 
matter  in  connection  with  this  Vote  are 
certain  paragraphs  in  the  last  Heport  of 
the  Committee  of  Public  Accounts.  I 
refer  to  this  particularly,  because  I  am 
astonished  that  such  indifference  is  dis- 
played on  both  sides  of  the  House  with 
regard  to  the  Eeport  of  the  Committee 
and  the  remarks  of  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor  General.  I  have  seen  Eeports 
connected  with  large  sums  of  money,  in 
connection  with  which  the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor  General  makes  some  most 
important  remarks.  The  Committee  of 
Public  Accounts  takes  evidence  with  re- 
ference to  these  matters,  and  also  makes 
recommendations  with  regard  to  them  ; 
and  yet,  time  after  time.  Votes  have 
been  taken  in  this  House  without  a 
single  observation  being  made  upon 
t)iem.  Now,  there  are  two  or  three  ob- 
servations in  the  Report  to  which  I 
think  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
might  be  very  properly  directed  for 
a  few  minutes.  The  Comptroller  and 
Auditor  General  called  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  of  Public  Accounts  to 
the  fact  that  complete  and  satisfactory 
vouchers  as  to  the  contents  of  packages  of 
stores  were  not  forthcoming.  This  i»  cer- 
tainly a  matter  which  deserves  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Treasury.  He  went  on  to  say 
that  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  a  list 
of  stores  being  furnished  to  the  Depart- 
ments. But  the  recommendations  of  this 
officer  are  treated  with  contempt ;  they 
are  passed  by  year  after  year.  It  is 
essentially  a  bad  example  to  those  who 
have  the  spending  of  public  money  to 
hold  out  the  prospect  to  the  Heads  of 
Departments  that  whatever  they  may  do 
no  action  will  be  taken  in  the  Committee 
of  this  House  simply  because  the  Vote 
may  happen  to  be  taken  at  half-past  12 
o'clock,  when  there  is  no  time  for  proper 
discussion.  I  think  if  this  occasion  were 
seized  for  the  purpose  of  entering  an- 
other practical  protest  against  this  sys- 
tem, which  has  been  described  by  the 
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Committee  on  Public  Accounts,  of  sup- 
plying inaccurate,  incomplete,  and  un- 
satisfactory vouchers,  it  might  tend  to 
stop  the  practice.  I  would  take  this 
opportunity  also  of  drawing  attention 
to  one  other  matter,  and  that  is  the 
extraordinary  increase  of  the  cost  of 
the  establishment  of  the  Stationery 
Office.  I  find  by  a  Report  of  the 
Comptroller,  issued  in  lb81,  that  the 
cost  of  the  establishment  at  that  time 
was  £14,575;  but  it  was  estimated 
that  in  future  the  establishment  would 
only  cost  £  10, 327.  I  think  the  Commit- 
tee will  be  rather  surprised  to  find  that, 
instead  of  this  saving  of  from  about 
£4,600  being  effected,  there  is  actually 
an  increase  from  £14,515,  in  1881,  to 
£23,000  for  the  year  1886-7.  In  view 
of  this  increase,  I  venture  to  think  that 
the  public  at  large  have  very  just  reason 
for  complaint  that  the  expectation  of  this 
promised  reduction  has  not  been  realized. 
I  understand  that  certain  contracts  ex- 
pired in  1886,  and  that  it  was  recom- 
mended, in  1881,  that  those  contracts 
should  not  be  renewed.  I  should  like 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
what  arrangements  are  going  to  be 
made  with  reference  to  this  matter,  and 
whether  the  test  of  open  competition 
will  be  applied  not  only  in  this  case,  but 
to  every  branch  of  GK)vemment  printing 
both  in  England  and  Ireland  ?  I  should 
like  to  understand  why  it  is  that  Messrs. 
Thorn  are  tho  only  persons  in  Dublin 
who  are  supposed  to  be  capable  of  print- 
ing for  the  Government?  They  seom  to 
have  a  sort  of  immunity  from  attack  which 
certainly  requires  consideration.  No  mat- 
ter how  they  execute  their  printing,  no 
matter  what  prices  they  charm,  they 
seem  to  hold  their  g^und  at  all  times, 
and  the  principle  of  public  competition 
is  in  their  case  entirely  disregarded.  I 
venture  to  bring  these  matters  before 
the  attention  of  the  Government,  and 
hope  to  receive  from  them  some  satis- 
factory assurance,  failing  which  I  shall 
feel  it  my  duty  to  move  a  reduction  of 
this  Vote. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Canter- 
bury) :  I  wish  to  say  a  word  with  regard 
to  the  utter  uselessness  of  Hmuetrd  in  its 
present  form.  In  regard  to  the  reports 
of  Parliamentary  debates  I  think  it 
would  be  best  if  these  were  issued  the 
morning  after  the  speeches  were  de- 
livered. Th^  would  then  hare  a  special 
interest  for  non.  Members,  tad  thej 
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would  be  likely  to  yield  a  larger  return 
than  they  appear  to  yield  at  the  present 
time.  Hon.  Members  would  then  have 
an  opportunity  of  correcting  them  before 
they  were  published  in  a  permanent 
form.  In  the  South  Australian  As- 
sembly their  report  is  printed  in  con- 
nection with  the  large  newspapers,  and 
is  issued  by  those  newspapers  as  a 
special  supplement.  Becently  I  have 
frequently  seen  leading  Members  of  the 
Government  and  Opposition  consulting 
the  admirable  compilations  of  the  de- 
bates now  issued  by  The  Times  news- 
paper. Hon.  Members  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  have  agreed  that  for  the 
purpose  of  reference  Raneard^e  Debates 
are  utterly  useless  both  for  this  Parlia- 
ment and  the  last  Parliament.  A  few 
days  ago  hon.  Members  had  the  example 
of  the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  Members  of  the  Government,  refer- 
ring to  this  compilation  of  The  Times, 
and  quoting  speeches  delivered  in  the 
course  of  the  previous  week.  I  do  not 
know  who  is  in  charge  of  Hansard^ s  com- 
pilations ;  but  I  should  be  sorry  to  see 
this  Vote  passed  without  an  appeal  being 
made  to  the  Government  to  carry  out 
the  suggestion  I  offer.  Either  we  must 
abolish  this  Vote  in  view  of  the  ample 
compilations  given  by  The  Times,  or  we 
should  have  Hansard  issued  in  a  form 
which  would  enable  hon.  Members  to 
receive  the  report  the  morning  after 
the  speeches  were  delivered.  It  is  an 
enormous  sum  to  pay  for  the  debates  in 
their  present  form ;  and,  having  some 
knowledge  of  the  matter,  I  trust  my 
observations  will  have  weight  with  the 
Committee. 

Sib  JOSEPH  BAILEY  (Hereford) : 
So  far  as  the  supply  of  Parliamentary 
Papers  is  concerned,  I  venture  to  say 
there  is  not  one  Member  of  this  House 
who  reads  a  tenth  part  of  the  Papers 
sent  to  him.  The  supply  of  these  Papers 
is  absolutely  and  entirely  useless.  As 
an  illustration,  I  will  take  one  Paper 
only  of  those  issued  yesterday  morning. 
It  had  reference  to  certain  changes  in 
the  currency  of  Cyprus.  Well,  Sir,  the 
Government  at  home  received  an  enor- 
mouB  number  of  letters  from  its  officials 
on  this  subject.  Letters  were  sent  to 
and  from  Malta  to  this  country  in  great 
numbers ;  the  whole  of  these  are  printed 
and  laid  out  in  a  form  which  is  very 
ooetly,  andy  after  all,  useless  so  far  as 
the  majori^  of  hon.  Members  are  con- 


cerned. I  venture  to  think  that  the  con« 
tents  of  this  Paper  could  have  been  put 
into  a  single  page.  Of  course,  it  is  im- 
portant that  when  the  Government  is  to 
be  attacked  on  a  question  of  foreign 
policy  all  the  Correspondence  should  be 
before  us ;  but  I  think  it  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  lay  it  on  the  Table  in  manu- 
script. It  would  thus  be  available  to 
everyone,  though  I  do  not  suppose  half- 
a-dozen  Members  would  read  it.  It 
could  be  read  quite  as  well  in  manuscript 
as  in  print,  an  enormous  amount  of 
money  would  be  saved  to  the  country 
annually,  and  no  hon.  Member  would  be 
a  bit  the  worse  for  the  change.  I  hope 
the  Government  will  use  their  best 
efforts  to  control  the  great  extravagance 
in  Parliamentary  printing. 

Mr.  LABOUOHERE  (Northampton): 
I  do  not  agree  with  the  views  of  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the  Scot- 
land Division  of  Liverpool  (Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor)  so  much  to-day  as  I  generally 
do.  It  may  be  that  future  generations, 
or  future  historians,  will  regret  they 
have  lost  any  words  which  have  dropped 
from  our  lips ;  but  the  present  genera- 
tion bear  up  exceedingly  well  against  it. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that,  so  far  as  the 

Eublic  is  concerned,  we  may  be  said  to 
e  throwing  pearls  before  swine.  My 
hon.  Friend  has  said  that  the  reports  in 
the  newspapers  are  shorter  now  than 
they  used  to  be  some  years  ago.  This 
is  the  reason  why — I  am  not  speaking 
of  The  Times,  but  of  the  other  London 
newspapers.  Some  years  ago,  when 
there  was  a  debate  of  any  importance, 
there  was  a  greater  demand  for  the 
newspapers  containing  reports  of  the 
discussion,  and  it  was  necessary  to  print 
an  additional  number  of  copies.  I  do 
not  think  that  at  present  any  penny 
paper  in  London  does  print  an  additional 
number  of  copies,  unless  the  paper  con- 
tains some  speech  like  that  of  tbe  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Home  Bule  Bill. 
But  on  ordinary  occasions  there  are  no 
additional  copies  of  the  paper  printed, 
simply  because  the  public  do  not  want 
them.  For  that  reason,  also,  the  reports 
are  reduced.  A  newspaper  only  has  a 
certain  amount  of  space,  and  it  has  to 
fill  its  space  up  with  that  which  is  re- 
quired or  wished  for  by  its  readers ;  and 
they,  it  is  sad  to  think,  seem  to  prefer 
other  things  to  our  speeches.    NoW|  Sir, 
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with  regard  to  Hansard's  reports.  We 
pay  for  llansard^s  reports  a  lump  sum 
of  £4,500.  We  take  120  copies  at 
£5  58.  eacli  —  that  is,  £630  —  which 
brings  the  total  to  £5,130.  It  is  per- 
fectly true,  as  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
T.  P.  O'Connor)  said,  that  we  give  this 
sum  to  Hansard  because  some  years 
ago,  when  the  arrangement  was  made, 
the  Press  did  not  print  so  many  copies 
as  at  present,  the  newspapers  had  to  go 
to  press  at  an  earlier  hour  than  now; 
and  the  result  was,  speaking  generally, 
the  newspapers  were  unable  to  publish 
any  report  of  the  proceedings  after  half- 
past  12  o'clock  at  night,  or,  if  they  were, 
the  report  was  of  the  most  meagre  de- 
scription. At  the  present  time  that  is 
not  the  case.  I  have  here  some  of  The 
Times*  reports.  The  Times  draws  no  line 
at  half-past  12  o'clock ;  the  reports  of  The 
Times  after  half- past  12  are  conducted 
on  precisely  the  same  scale  as  before 
half- past  12.  If  hon.  Gentlemen  care 
to  inquire  what  has  taken  place  during 
the  last  year  or  two,  they  will  find  very 
important  speeches  delivered  as  late  as 
2  o'clock  have  been  reported  in  The 
Times,  1  take  one  instance.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Shef- 
field (Mr.  Mundella),  then  the  Vice 
President  of  the  Council,  brought  in  the 
Welsh  Education  Bill  after  2  o'clock ; 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  speech 
was  reported,  I  think,  verbatim,  in  2 he 
Times.  There  are  several  other  in- 
stances of  the  same  kind.  Besides, 
when  the  House  sits  too  late  for  the 
proceedings  to  be  reported  in  the  firbt 
edition,  2he  Times  inserts  the  conclusion 
of  its  report  in  the  second  edition,  and 
also  prints  it  on  the  following  day. 
Well,  with  regard  to  Hansard^  Hansard 
does  itself  report,  as  my  hon.  Friend 
says.  Committee  stages,  because  they 
are  not  reported  very  fully  in  The  Times^ 
and  it  puts  on  its  own  reporters  after 
12.30  at  night.  Other  speeches.  I  think, 
it  takes  absolutely  from  The  Times,  the 
report  in  The  Times  being  the  longest 
one  published. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR:  It  takes 
many  reports  from  the  country  papers. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  Sometimes 
they  may  take  speeches  from  country 
papers.  I  suppose  that  is  when  the 
Member  arranges  for  himself  to  be  re- 
ported ;  when  he  sends  his  speech  first 
to  a  country  paper,  and  then  up  to  the 
Gallery.    I  may  point  out  tiiat  any  hon. 
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Gentleman  can  be  reported  verhatim  if 
his  constituents  are  anxious  to  read  his 
speeches.  A  gentleman  in  the  Gallery 
has  issued  a  circular,  a  perfectly  legiti- 
mate circular,  offering,  for  a  small  re- 
taining fee  and  so  much  per  column,  to 
furnish  verbatim  reports  of  his  speedies 
to  any  Member  of  the  House.  I  do  not, 
in  the  least,  complain  of  these  gentle- 
men in  the  Gallery ;  I  only  mention  this 
in  order  to  show  that  anyone  who  is 
anxious  to  have  verbatim  reports  of  his 
speeches  for  his  own  constituents  or 
himself,  or  the  world  in  general,  can 
obtain  them  for  a  very  Uttle  outlay. 
Now  it  seems  to  me  that,  looking  at 
these  facts,  looking  at  the  -fact  that 
Hansard  does  take  reports  from  The 
TimeSy  except  when  the  House  is  in 
Committee,  he  might  take  the  reports 
from  The  Times  after  half-past  12  o'clock. 
The  Times*  report  really  seems  to  me 
quite  long  enough — in  it  are  given  all 
the  principal  speeches,  and  the  main 
features  of  the  other  speeches.  Besides, 
I  must  point  out  to  my  hon.  Friend  the 
immense  amount  of  space  which  would 
be  occupied  if  every  word  spoken  in 
the  House  were  reported.  We  may 
take  it  that  a  column  of  1%4  TVmm 
represents  20  minutes'  speaking.  I 
have  made  a  calculation  when  a  Gentle- 
man has  been  reported — in  20  minutes, 
or  a  little  less,  a  column  of  The  Timet 
is  spoken.  The  House  sits,  on  an 
average,  from  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
to  1  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  the  conse- 
quence would  be  that,  besides  the  other 
columns  which  are  occupied  with  ques- 
tions and  answers,  we  ^ould  have  mx 
pages  of  report.  Now,  that  would  be  too 
much  even  for  The  Times  ;  but  it  would 
be  impossible  and  useless  for  other 
newspapers.  I  think  that  this  £5, 100  is 
wasted ;  I  do  not  think  it  is  desirable 
that  we  should  pay  this  money  to  i7«fi- 
sard  in  order  to  get  these  re-copies, 
for  practically  they  are  re-copies,  from 
other  papers,  issued  to  the  public,  too, 
one  month  or  so  after  the  speeches 
have  been  delivered  in  the  House.  Now, 
as  the  hon.  Member  for  Canterbmy 
(Mr.  Henniker  Heaton)  pointed  out, 
there  is  a  weekly  publication  of  Tk$ 
Times*  reports,  which  is  issued,  I  think, 
on  Mondays.  I  think  the  price  is  25«. 
for  the  Session.  These  reports  I  have 
generally  seen  quoted  b^  hon.  Gentle* 
men  on  this  side  of  the  m>a8e.  It  seems 
to  me  that,  instead  of  enhaneiiig  tiiis 
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payment  of  £5,000  to  ]Iansard,  we  should 
content  ourselves  with  these  reports  of 
The  Times,  and  that  we  ought  to   en- 
courage The  Times  to  report  Members 
who  speak  at  a  late  hour  a  little  more 
fully  by  saying  that  we  will  take  a 
considerable  number  of  copies  of  their 
weekly  publication.     If  we   took,   for 
instance,  1,000  copies,  that  would  cost  a 
little  oyer  £1,000.    Take  2,000  copies 
if  you  like ;  that  would  cost  a  little  over 
£2,000.   A  copy  might  then  be  given  to 
each  Member  of  the  House.     There  is 
no  particular  reason  for  inundating  us 
with  Blue  Books.    The  hon.   Baronet 
the  Member  for  Hereford  (Sir  Joseph 
Bailey)  said  he  did  not  read  one-tenth  of 
the  Parliamentary  Papers.   I  do  not  read 
one-fiftieth  part  of  them,  and  I  hope  I 
never  shall.     But  these  debates  are  of 
grater   importance    than    many   Blue 
Books;  and  if  we  are  supplied  with  Blue 
Books  it  seems  reasonable  we  should  be 
supplied  with  a  weekly  record  of  what 
takes  place  in  this  House.     That  would 
take  670  copies.    The  rest  of  the  copies 
might  be  aistributed — I  see  you  now 
take  120  copies;  I  presume  you  want 
them  for  the  Public  Offices — amongst 
the  Public  Offices  and  the  public  libra- 
ries   and  mechanics'  institutes  of  the 
country.    I  would,  therefore,  venture  to 
suggest  to  the  Government  to  take  into 
consideration  the  expediency,  both  on 
financial  and  many  other  grounds,  of 
putting  an  end  to  the  arrangement  with 
Hansmrdy  and  of  resting  satisfied  with 
the  report  in   The   Times.    Instead  of 
spending  £5,000,  as  now  for  Hansard, 
we  might  spend  about  £2,000,  which 
would  insure  that  at  the  end  of  each 
week  each  Member  of  the  House  would 
be  supplied  with  a  record  of  what  trans- 
pired in  the  week,  and  that  a  certain 
number  of  copies  would  be  sent  to  me- 
chanics' institutes,  public  libraries,  and 
other  similar  establishments. 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
8URY  (Mr.  Jacksok)  (Leeds,  N.) :  The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Scot- 
land Division  of  Liverpool  (Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor)  has  raised  the  question  of  the 
printing  contracts,  and  I  think  he  very 
properly  laid  stress  upon  the  desirability 
of  submitting  the  work  to  public  com- 
petition. The  printing  contracts  expire 
ttt  the  end  of  this  year,  and  the  new 
ooiitraets  have  been  submitted  to  public 
oompetition.  Fresh  contracts  have  been 
•eoi^itodi  with  the  result  that  a  very 


large  expenditure  has  been  saved.  The 
new  contracts  are  for  10  years.  They 
come  into  force  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1887  ;  and,  compared  with  the  prices 
paid  in  1880,  they  show  a  saving  of 
over  £15,000  a-year  in  printing  alone. 
In  addition  to  that,  there  must  be  added 
£4,300  saved  yearly  on  the  paper,  which 
has  hitherto  been  provided  by  the  con- 
tractors, but  which  will  in  future  be 
provided  by  the  Stationery  Office.  I 
ought  to  say  that,  in  addition  to  that, 
special  contracts  have  been  made  for 
printing  Provisional  Orders,  Bills  be- 
fore the  House,  and  matters  of  that  de- 
scription, and  also  the  printing  for  the 
Foreign  Office.  With  regard  to  the  first, 
the  contract  which  has  been  made  shows 
a  saving  of  £1,000  a-year;  and  with 
respect  to  the  latter,  a  saving  of  £1,500 
a-year  has  been  effected.  I  ought  to  say 
also  that  an  arrangement  has  been  made 
for  the  sale  of  the  Government  publica- 
tions. This  contract  was  also  submitted 
to  public  competition,  and  has  been  let 
to  the  highest  bidder,  ^j  this  contract 
we  shall  derive  an  income  of  between 
£3,000  and  £4,000  a-year.  These  con- 
tracts have,  according  to  the  Rules  of 
the  House,  been  laid  on  the  Table.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr. 
Labouchere)  spoke  about  the  cost  of 
Hansard.  I  believe  the  minimum  price 
paid  to  Hansard  is  £3,000  a-year  for 
six  volumes,  and  £500  for  each  addi- 
tional volume.  That  is  the  most  recent 
arrangement  which  has  been  made.  So 
far  as  tha  printing  of  the  House  is 
concerned,  I  may  say  it  has  been  sub- 
jected to  very  close  examination.  My 
immediate  Predecessor  (Mr.  Henry  H. 
Fowler)  took  very  great  interest  in  the 
matter,  and  I  believe  the  general  opi- 
nion is  that  it  has  been  put  upon  a  very 
satisfactory  basis. 

Mb.  labouchere  :  After  the  ex- 
planation, or  rather  non-explanation,  of 
this  Vote  by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  after 
the  statement  that  both  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman and  his  immediate  Predecessor 
regard  the  present  arrangement  as  satis- 
factory, I  must  move  to  reduce  the 
Vote,  in  order  to  enable  those  Members 
who  do  not  take  that  Utopian  view  to 
express  it.  Hansard  is  an  absolute 
waste  of  at  least  £3,000  per  annum. 
We  can  get  the  same  thing,  as  I  have 
already  pointed  out,  and  as  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  the  Scotland  Di- 
vision of  Liverpool  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor) 
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knows  perfectly  well,  for  £2,000,  and 
have,  in  addition,  nearly  2,000  copies  of 
the  report  to  distribute  among  museums 
aud  free  libraries  and  mechanics' 
institutes.  I  cannot  understand  how 
anyone  knowing  what  Hansard  is,  know- 
iog  what  a  compilation  it  is,  can  as- 
sent to  the  expenditure  of  this  large 
sum  of  money.  Hansard  picks  up  the 
reports  of  speeches  here,  there,  and 
everywhere,  and  reprints  them  a  month 
afterwards.  It  is  a  publication  which 
hardly  anyone  reads,  except  those  who 
want  to  quote  from  it ;  and,  therefore,  to 
say  that  the  arrangement  is  the  most 
satisfactory  we  can  make,  and  that  we 
are  to  continue  it  for  ever,  does  not  seem 
to  me  to  accord  with  plain  common 
sense.  I,  therefore,  beg  to  move  the 
reduction  of  the  Vote  by  the  sum  of 
£5,160. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

**That  a  Rum,  not  exceeding  £236,274,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  3l8t  day  of  March  1887,  for  Stationery, 
Printing,  and'  Paper,  Binding,  and  Printed 
Books  for  the  several  Departments  of  Govern- 
ment  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and 
some  Dependencies,  and  for  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament,  and  for  the  Salaries  and  Expenses 
of  the  Establishment  of  the  Stationery  Office, 
and  the  cost  of  Stationery  Office  Publications, 
and  of  the  Gazette  Offices;  and  for  Sundry 
Miscellaneous  Services,  including  a  Grant  in 
Aid  of  the  publication  of  Parliamentary  De- 
bates.**— [Mr.  Labouchere.) 

Mr.  HENNIKEE  H EATON :  As 
Mansard  is  admitted  to  be  obsolete,  and 
that  The  Times  publication  has  taken  its 
place,  I  think  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  charge  of  this  Vote  might  give  us 
an  assurance  that  some  alteration  will 
be  made  in  the  publication  of  Hansard, 
I  think  it  would  meet  the  views  of  hon. 
Members  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  gave  us 
the  assurance  that  Hansard  will  be  pub- 
lished, if  not  daily,  certainly  weekly — 
that,  in  fact,  it  will  become  what  the 
Americans  call  a  *'  live  paper." 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOE  :  I  should  like 
to  put  the  Committee  in  possession  of  a 
few  facts  which  I  think  will  clearly  prove 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton 
TMr.  Labouchere)  and  the  hon.  Member 
for  Canterbury  (Mr.  Henniker  Heaton) 
that  they  are  making  an  entirely  impos- 
sible demand.  The  publication  of  Han- 
sard is  certainly  too  much  delayed  ;  but, 
Burely,  hon.  Gentlemen  know  the  rea- 
son why.    Hansard  is  obliged  to  send 

Mr.  Labouchere 


every  Member  a  proof  of  bis  speech ;  he 
gives  each  Member  three  or  four  days 
in  whi(;h  to  correct  his  proof,  and  he  is 
not  able  to  go  to  press  until  the  time 
during  which  a  Member  has  the  right  to 
read  his  proof  has  elapsed.  They  might 
go  to  press  the  day  after  a  debate,  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  because  I  never 
take  the  trouble  of  opening  the  proof. 
But  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Labonchere) 
misunderstands  the  reason  why  I  do 
that.    I  object  to  Hansard's  report  at 
present,  because  it  is  a  mixture  of  in- 
compatibles— in  one  part  it  gives  infor- 
mation at  full  length,  in  another  part  it 
gives  information  in  an  abbreviated  form. 
I  say  that  is  an  absurd  arrangement, 
which  deprives  Hansard  of  the  valae  it 
otherwise  would  have.    My  hon.  Friend, 
who  is  himself  an  experienced  joumaliBt, 
says  we  should  get  the  reports  supplied 
from  77ie  Times.    I  do  not  wish  to  say 
anything  against  The  Timse ;  its  weekly 
reports  are  very  excellent;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  they  are  not  as  good  as  those 
in  Hansard,  and  for  this  reason.  It  very 
often  happens  you  find  in  a  Provincial 
paper  a  better  report  of  a  jpartioular 
speech  than  you  find  in  The  Times,  and 
this  report  Hansard  uses.  I  do  not  know 
whether  there  is  a  daily  paper  or  not  in 
Northampton  ;  but  I  am  perfectly  sure 
that  valuable  as  are  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's remarks,  and  interesting  as  they 
evideutly  must  be  to  everybody,  you 
will  find  in  the  newspapers  of  North- 
ampton a  rather  fuller  and  better  report 
of  his  speeches  —  [Mr.  Labouchere  : 
No.]— than  you  find  in  the  columns  of 
The  Times.    Then  I  must  say  my  hon. 
Friend  does  not  do  his  duty  by  the 
Northampton  Press,  or  the  Northamp- 
ton Press  does  not  do  its  duty  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton.     If  I  were 
to  deliver  a  speech  in  this  House  I  think 
I  should  have   a  much  better  chance 
of  finding  a  good  report  in  one  of  the 
Liverpool  papers  than    in    Th§    Times 
newspaper.     Hansard  gets  the  best  re- 
port wherever  he  can  find  it ;  if  he  cftn 
find  a  good  report  of  the  speech  of  the 
hon.   Member  for  Northampton    in   a 
Northampton  paper  he  extracts  it.  Look 
at  the  position  my  hon.  Friend  would 
put  us  in.    All  the  London  Memben. 
all  Ministers  and  ex-Ministere,  would 
be  sure  of  good  reports,   because  Tk§ 
Times  gives  them  good  reports ;  but  the 
unfortunate  Gentlemen  who  represent 
P^ vincial  constituendesi  who  have  soms 
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clianoe  now  of  cutting  a  very  decent 
figure,  because  Hansard  takes  the  trouble 
of  going  to  Provincial  newspapers  in 
order  to  find  the  best  reports,  would  re- 
ceive very  scant  fare  indeed.  I  do  not 
think  Hansard  is  everything  it  should 
be  ;  but  I  thiok  we  should  be  taking  a 
step  entirely  in  the  wrong  direction  if  we 
deprived  him  of  the  sum  he  now  receives. 
I  shall,  reluctantly,  be  obliged  on  this 
occasion  to  go  into  the  Lobby  against 
my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Labouchere). 

Question  put. 

The  Committe  divided :  —  Ayes  30  ; 
Noes  176:  Majority  146.— (Div.  List, 
No.  21.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  I  had  some 
twinges  of  conscience  on  finding  myself 
in  the  Lobby  for  the  purpose  of  helping 
to  keep  up  here  an  increase  of  public 
expenditure,  and  I  wish  to  say  just  one 
thing — namely,  that  if  my  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Labouchere)  had  proposed  to  reduce 
the  amount  of  the  Printed  Paper  Ac- 
count I  should  have  been  very  glad  to 
go  into  the  Lobby  with  him.    I  agree 
with    the    hon.    Baronet    (Sir    Joseph 
Bailey)  when  he  said  that  the  supply  of 
Blue  Books  ought  to  be  largely  reduced, 
and  I  hope  that  some  step  will  be  taken 
in  that  direction  before  long.     I  under- 
stand it  is  tlie  fact  that  not  only  do  some 
hon.  Members  never  read   their  Blue 
Books,  but  that  they  actually  sell  them 
for  a  certain  sum  per  annum  to  the  book- 
sellers.    [••  Oh,   oh !  *']     I   understand 
that  to  be  the  case ;  but  I  do  not  pro- 
nounce any  opinion  upon  such  conduct. 
I  may  say  that  I  myself  have  received 
circulars  from  law   stationers,  offering 
me  as  much  as  £6  if  I  would  spU  my 
Blue  Books  to  them.    I  have  not  hitherto 
closed  with  any  of  these  offers ;  but  I 
think  it  very  possible  that  other  hon. 
Members  of  a  more  mercantile  turn  of 
mind  may  have  done  so,  looking  upon  it 
as  a  recognized  perquisite  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers to  turn  these  Papers  to  account.     I 
pronounce  no  opinion  upon  this  proceed- 
ing ;  but  I  certainly  consider  it  a  mon- 
strous thing  that  the  country  should  be 
asked  to  spend  £80,000  for  stationery,  a 
large  portion  of  it  being  devoted  to  the 
•apply  of  books  which,  as  I  say,  may 
sabsequently  be  sold  for  one- third  of 
their  valae  to  some  enterprizing  law 
stationer  or  bookseller.    I  would  not,  at 
diis  hour  of  the  morning  (1  o'clock),  put 


the  Committee  to  the  trouble  of  a  divi- 
sion ;  but  I  would  say  that  the  first  op- 
portunity I  have,  after  to-night,  of  taking 
aiction  in  this  matter,  I  shall  move  to 
have  it  reduced  by  one-half,  and  to  have 
some  stop  put  to  this  enormous  and 
terrible  burden  upon  the  taxpayer. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :    I 
also  have  a  proposal  to  make  ;  but  mine 
would  not  lead  to  the  imposition  of  a 
very  heavy  burden  upon  the  taxpayer, 
unless  it  were  combined  with  that  of  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the  Scot- 
land Division  of  Liverpool  (Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Connor).     I  think  it  a  great  pity  that 
Members  should  not  be  supplied  with  a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House.  In 
all  other  Assemblies,  unless  I  am  very 
much  mistaken,  the  Members  are  sup- 
plied with  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  their  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature ;  and  I,  therefore,  think  that  we 
should  have  either  copies  of  Hansard's 
Debates f  or  of  TAe  Times'  reports,  pur- 
chased and  circulated  amongst  us.   That 
could  be  done  without  extra  expense  if 
you  suppressed  the  distribution  of  a 
certain  number  of  Blue  Books.     In  my 
own  case,  fully  three-fourths  of  the  Blue 
Books  which  I  receive  are  quite  useless 
to   me,   and   I  think  that  many  other 
Members  of  the  House  will  agree  with 
me  as  to  the  uselessness  of  some  of  these 
publications.     I  think  it  would  be  a  very 
good  Member  indeed  who  road  even  a 
fourth  of  the  Blue  Books  sent  to  him ; 
and  I  am,  therefore,   not  ashamed  of 
myself  for  not  wading  through  all  this 
official  matter.     It  seems  to  me  that  it  is 
essential  that  Members  should  be  sup- 
plied with  the  proceedings  of  the  House ; 
I  do  not  think  they  should  be  expected 
to  pay  a  single  shilling  out  of  their  own 
pockets  for  this  purpose  ;  and  therefore 
I  would  urge  upon  the  Government  to 
seriously  consider  whether  these  reports 
should  not  be  supplied.     A  copy  oi Han- 
sard would  be  £5  5«. ;  but  a  copy  of  The 
Times'  reports  would  only  be  £  I  6«. ;  and 
either  of  them  would  be  more  useful  to 
us  than  the  enormous  supply  of  Blue 
Books  we  receive.     I  hope  the  Govern- 
ment will  take  this  matter  into  their  con- 
sideration. 

Me.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  On  this 
Vote  of  £80,000  there  is  a  point  to  which 
I  should  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  is  now  in  charge  of 
the  Estimates  (Mr.  Jackson).  I  do  not 
wish  to  discuss  the  matter  to-night ;  but 
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I  would  jaet  draw  attention  to  the  fact   on  thoSlst  day  of  March  iSBT.fMtlw  S^w 


that  an  enormous  aum  is  set  down  hero,  ,  ^^^  Expen.w  of  th*  Office  "i^^^m'* 

,  .,     .  ,        .11-.,         5   ■.   ■!       WooJs,  rorest),  and  Land  lurenues,  aoa  M 

ind  tliatwoareiurnishod  withnodetails  -_     - 

fith  regard  to  it.     We  do  not  know  how  | 


the  Office  af  Land  Iteve 


much  is  spent  on  note  paper,  how  much 
on  printing,  and  bo  forth.  This  is  a  very 
BloTenly  way  of  making  out  the  Esti- 
mate. We  ought  to  know  the  detaila, 
and  we  ought  to  hare  inforiuation  ae  to 
what  public  ofiicer  ia  reaponaible  for  the 
contracts.     I  have  noticed  in  this  Houae 


Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.):  I  should 
like  the  hon.  Member  oppoiite  (Mr. 
Jackaon)  to  make  me  some  reply  to  the 
observations  I  have  just  addressed  to 
him. 

The  chairman  :  There  is  a  uew 


of  late  an  immense  falling-off   ia    the  ^o'«   before    the    Committee— namely. 

quality  of  the  note  paper.      I  do  not  £l0,043,forthe  Salar.esandExpenwaof 

complainof  that  quality;  but  I  should  ^,'8   Office  of    Her   Majeaty's    Wood^ 

like  to  know  if  a  less  price  is  paid  for  Forests,  and  Lwid  Bevemiea,  and  ol  the 


the  paper  than  formerly  ?      Would  tht 

hon.  Member  (Mr.  Jackson)  tell 

is  responsible  for  the  contract?     I  wial 


to  give  Notice  to  the  hoa.  Gentleman  I  gress. 


Office  of  Land  Bevenue  Becords  and  In- 
'  rolmenta. 

Mb.  DILLON ;  I  move  to  report  Pro- 


than  there  is  a  very  important  quoation 
under  this  Vote  to  which  I  wiahto  draw 
especial  attention — namely,  the  Brehon    ____    ^ 
Lawa  Report,  and  the  manner  in  which  I  Dillon.) 
it  is  edited.     I  have  not  the  papers  with 
me  just  -aow  to  enable  me  to  go  tato  thi 


Motion  made,  and  Question  propoMd, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Frogreat, 
and    ask    leave   to    ait  agtun." — (Jfr. 


The  CHANCELLOR  or  thb  EXCHE- 


question  ;  aad  1  therefore  think  it  would  ;  QUER    (Lord   Bandolph    CnuacniLL) 


be  better  to  reserve  my  observations 
the  subject  until  we  reach  the  Report. 
I  beg  to  give  Notice  that  on  the  Report 


(Paddington,  8.);  If  it  is  the  wish  of 
the  Committee  to  break  off  work  at  tlua 
hour  it  will  not  be  the  desire  of  tha 


I  will  call  attention  to  this  matter"     I  I  Government  to  offer  opposiUoa;  but  the 
consider  it  desirable  to  raise  a  question    l"*"""  «  early.     ["  Oh,  oh  !  "]     I  would 

as  to  these  Brehon  Laws,       "    '  ''*'""    n„„»i,.™™  *».„*  o 

the  whole  thing  as  a  job. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Doi 


;[  ]qo][  upQQ    remind  hon.  Gentlemen  that  Progre 
'  to-night  has  not  heen  very  great.    We 
^i.  aj.via..j4*  v/vw«j.iwn.  i^i^uu- I  h«Te  only  aucoeeded  ia  obtainiog   12 
gal,  E.) :  I  would  point  out  that  a  large  I  Votes,  although  yesterday,  beginning  as 
number  of  Papers  are  issued  only  on    late  as  9  o  clouk,  we  got  16.     However, 


'J'here  are  many  Papers  rt 
lating  to  Ireland  which  are  only  to  b 


I  merely  point  out  the  fact  that  progress 
to  night  has  been  slow,  and  that,  in  my 


obtained  by  a  Member  when  he  takes  opinion,  the  hour  is  not  sufficiently  lato 
the  trouble  to  aak  for  them.  No  doubt  for  us  to  stop  work ;  but  if  it  is  tha  wish 
an  enormous  number  of  volumes  of  of  ^^^  Committee  that  we  should  stop, 
Papers  are  issued  without  being  aaked  ^^^  Government  wiU  agree  to  report 
for,  and  Members  never  tako  the  trouble  Progress,  only  hoping  that  the  Commit- 
to  read  them.  What  I  would  suggest  tee  will  be  inchnedtoaaaist  usnext  week 
iathatall  Papers  shouldbemadePspers  by  sitting  to  a  later  hour  and 
only  obtainable  on  demand,  so  that  if  ""'°  -""'"  "-""'"" 
an  hon.  Member  wanted  to  read  the 
Papers  rotating  to  a  certain  subject  he 
would  be  obliged  to  take  the  trouble  to 

go  to  the  Vote  Office  to  obtain  what  he  .  , 

rojiuired.     In  this  way  a  great  saving  \  to  be  leaving  off.    Of  late  years  it 


more  rapid  progress. 

Mb.  DILLWYN  (Swansea,  Town):  I 
think  we  ought  to  correct  the  impressioii' 
which  appears  to  be  gaining  ground 
that  the  hour  (1.15  a.m.)  is  very  earlj 


might  be  effected. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agretd  to. 

Besolutions  to  be  reported. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  a  Bam,   not   oiCG«ding 
eranted  to  Her  Majeit}'.  to  co 
neceoarj  to  defray  the  Charge 


,043,    b« 

ilete  tbo  (Dm 
ich  wiU 


to  bo  assumed  that  we  are  to  go  on  with 
the  Estimates  to  a  much  later  aour  tiuMt 
that  which  we  have  reached — it  ia  aa- 
enmed  that  there  is  some  unwritten  rule 
or  law  that  requires  us  to  do  ao.  Bnt 
I  would  point  out  that  that  is  not  the 
old  practice.  It  used  to  he  the  reveiM 
yeara  ago ;  we  used  to  think  12  at 


ooune  of  paymsnt  daring  tho  year  ending  1  half-past  12  quite  late  enough  for  w 
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of  this  kind,  even  when  the  Oommittee 
was  not  Oommittee  of  Supply.  When 
I  first  came  into  the  House  that  used  to 
be  the  practice.  We  used  to  take  Sup- 
ply up  to  12  or  half-past  12,  and  then 
adjourn.  I  have  referred  to  the  autho- 
rity we  all  look  to  on  these  matters — 
namely,  to  Hansardy  and  I  have  come 
across  some  of  the  old  debates  which  oc- 
curred on  Motions  for  the  Adjournment. 
The  very  first  volume  I  opened  was  the 
one  containing  the  debates  on  July  25, 
1855.  I  find  that  on  the  Civil  Service 
Estimates,  when  Progress  was  reported, 
Lord  Palmerston  said  he  would  not  ask  the 
House  to  take  a  Vote  which  would  lead  to 
discussion  at  that  time  of  night —namely, 
shortly  after  midnight.  The  noble  Lord 
opposite  (Lord  Bandolph  Churchill),  in 
assenting  to  the  adjournment,  expresses 
a  hope  that  we  may  sit  later  in  the 
future.  I  merely  wish  to  call  attention 
to  the  new  practice  which  seems  to  be 
coming  into  vogue,  and  to  point  out  what 
used  to  be  the  old  practice. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  (Preston):  The 
wish  on  this  side  of  the  House  is  that 
we  should  sit  later.  After  to-night  we 
have  two  days'  rest  before  us. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

Besolutions  to  be  reported  upon  Mon- 
dsy  next. 

Committee  also  report  Progress;  to 
alt  again  upon  Monday  next. 

SUPPLY.— REPORT. 

Beaolations  [9th  September]  reported, 

Mb.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.): 
Perhaps  the  hon.  Member  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  has 
been  able  to  fulfil  the  undertaking  which 
he  gave  last  night  with  regard  to  the 
insertion  of  advertisements  in  certain 
newspapers.  I  complained  that,  although 
Government  advertisements  in  Ireland 
were  given  to  Castle  newspapers,  they 
were,  as  a  rule,  denied  to  the  Nationalist 
newspapers.  In  a  letter  I  received  from 
Lreland  to-day  I  am  informed  that  The 
M»min0  New%  of  Belfast,  which  is  one 
of  the  leading  newspapers  of  the  town, 
and  which  represents  not  only  the  Na- 
tionalist Party  in  Belfast,  but  in  the 
whole  of  Ulster,  is  denied  any  share 
whateyer  in  the  G-ovemment  adver- 
tisements. Other  papers,  such  as  The 
Nmih^m  Whig^  which,  as  is  indicated  by 
its  name,  is  an  Orange  organ,  and  The 


Belfast  NewB  Letter^  receive  all  the  ad- 
vertisements. I  believe  it  is  the  fact 
that  the  most  widely  circulated  Nation- 
alist newspapers — weekly  newspapers — 
published  in  Dublin,  never  get  a  single 
one  of  these  advertisements.  That  is  an 
unfortunate  circumstance,  and  it  is  dis- 
advantageous to  the  Q-overnment,  who 
desire  to  have  their  advertisements  widely 
circulated,  because  the  Nationalist  papers 
circulate  amongst  the  farmers,  and  are 
read  by  the  vast  majority  of  the  people. 
The  Daily  Express,  which  is  one  of  the 
papers  receiving  the  Government  adver- 
tisements, is  a  paper  which  contains  all 
information  relating  to  Civil  Service 
examinations.  Land  Commissions,  and 
whatever  else  the  Government  have  to 
do  with ;  but  the  farmers  never  see  a 
copy  of  it.  I  shall  certainly  move  the 
reduction  of  this  Vote  unless  I  receive 
an  assurance  that  fair  play  will  take 
place  in  this  matter. 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.):  In 
accordance  with  my  promise  to  the  hon. 
Member  last  night,  I  sent  this  morning 
for  a  list  of  the  newspapers  in  Ireland 
to  which  these  advertisements  are  given. 
I  have  here  a  list  which  I  have  received 
from  the  authorities, who  assure  me  that, 
of  course,  they  never  take  into  account 
the  politics  of  a  newspaper  in  giving  out 
their  advertisements.  \  Laughter, "]  Hon. 
Gentlemen,  I  hope,  will  give  me  credit 
for  good  faith  in  this  matter.  The  Civil 
Service  Commissioners  assure  me  that 
they  never  take  into  account  the 
politics  of  these  newspapers.  At  the 
same  time,  I  have  to  say,  in  answer  to 
the  hon.  Member,  that  I  propose  to  go 
through  a  list  of  newspapers,  and  that 
if  I  find  there  are  some  which  are  widely 
circulated,  which  are  read  more  than 
others,  and  through  the  medium  of 
which  our  advertisements  would  receive 
a  wider  circulation,  I  shall  endeavour  to 
treat  them  fairly  by  giving  them  an 
adequate  share  of  the  advertisements.  I 
suppose  The  FreemarCs  Journal  may  be 
taken  to  represent  more  or  less  the  Na- 
tionalist side  of  the  question. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  Is  that  the  only  one 
which  receives  the  advertisements  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON:  I  am  afraid  I  can- 
not answer  that  question,  as  my  know- 
ledge of  Irish  newspapers  is  not  very 
extensive.  This  is  my  list : — The  Belfast 
Northern  Whig,  The  Belfast  News  Letter, 
The   Cork   Constitution,   The   Cork  Exa- 
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mintr,  The  Dublin  Daily  Expren^  Th$ 
Dublin  Morniny  and  Eveniny  JIaily  The 
Dublin  Freeman^»  Journal,  The  Irish 
Times y  The  Londonderry  Sentinel,  The 
Tyrone  Constitutional,  The  Water  ford 
News,  and  The  Oalway  Vindicator,  I 
think  tlie  hon.  Member  will  see  that  I 
have  endeavoured,  in  the  short  space  of 
time  at  my  command,  to  carry  out  the 
promise  I  made  him. 

Mr.  CLANCY  :  The  House  will,  per- 
haps, allow  me  to  say  that  I  consider 
the  assurance  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
satisfactory  so  far  as  it  goes.  I  under- 
stand, however,  that  the  list  mentioned 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman  contains  abso- 
lutely only  one  newspaper  representing 
the  Nationalist  Party  in  Ireland.  [An 
hon.  Member  :  No  ;  two.]  Well,  then, 
two.  I  understand  from  the  bon.  Mem- 
ber that  the  present  list,  which  contains 
only  two  Nationalist  papers,  will  be  re- 
vised, and  that  a  fair  proportion  of  the 
Nationalist  newspapers  will,  in  the 
future,  get  a  share  of  the  Government 
advertisements  in  Ireland.  If  this  be 
the  assurance  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  I 
will  not  press  a  Motion  for  the  rejection 
of  the  Vote, 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Gal  way,  N.):  I  point 
out  that  in  Dublin,  where  the  population 
1  s  Nationalist,  adverti  semen ts  are  given  to 
two  daily  papers  which  are  Conservative, 
and  also  to  The  Freeman^ s  Journal;  but 
in  regard  to  Belfast  the  tendency  of  the 
Government  officials  is  precisely  the  re- 
verse ;  the  advertisements  are  given  to 
two  daily  papers  there  because  the  majo- 
rity of  the  population  is  Conservative, 
and  the  Nationalist  morning  paper  is 
left  out. 

First  Fifteen  Eesolutions  ayreed  to. 

Sixteenth  Eesolution  read  a  second 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Eesolution." — 
{Mr,  Jackson,) 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
Perhaps  the  noble  Lord  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  will  be  in  a  position  to 
reply  to  my  Question  with  reference  to 
the  widow  of  a  sailor  which  I  put  to 
him  yesterday  ? 

Tub  FIEST  LOED  of  the  ADMI- 
EALTY  (Lord  George  Hamilton)  (Mid- 
dlesex, Ealing) :  I  find  that  the  case  the 
hon.  Member  referred  to  has  beeiis}>6fore 

Mr,  Jackson 


the  Admiralty  on  previouB  ooeasiona, 
and  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  rules  and 
regulations  relating  to  pensions  do  not 
apply  to  it.  It  is  a  case  in  which  I 
should  have  been  glad  to  show  con- 
sideration if  it  had  been  possible.  The 
man  in  question  met  with  an  accident 
whilst  he  was  employed  bj  the  Admi- 
ralty. He  died  some  time  afterwards 
from  typhoid  fever ;  and  there  is  little, 
if  any,  connection  between  his  death 
and  the  accident  alluded  to.  Unless  death 
can  be  proved  to  be  directly  and  imme- 
diately caused  by  the  accident,  no  pen- 
sion can  be  given  to  his  wife  and  family. 
The  rule  is  strict,  and  the  Department 
insists  in  these  cases,  which,  unfortu- 
nately, are  not  of  unf requent  occurrence, 
that  the  Eegulation  should  be  observed. 
Therefore,  I  am  unable,  although  I 
should  have  been  glad  if  it  had  been 
in  my  power,  to  accede  to  the  wish  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Tyrone. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.,  and  SUgo, 
S.) :  I  can  assure  the  noble  Lord  that  I 
should  not  have  troubled  him  had  I  not 
convinced  myself  that  the  case  is  one 
that  demanded  a  more  favourable  reply. 
The  noble  Lord  informed  us  that  in 
some  cases  the  letter  of  the  rule  had 
been  relaxed  when  the  case  demanded 
the  concession.  But,  Sir,  I  do  think 
this  is  a  case  in  which  there  has  been  no 
relaxation  of  the  letter  of  the  rule ;  in- 
deed, I  am  certain  that  it  is  so.  This 
man  was  an  Irishman  who  spent  the 
prime  and  vigour  of  life  in  the  serriee 
of  the  Queen.  During  20  years  in  that 
service  he  met  with  two  accidents ;  the 
second  accident,  which  agg^vated  the 
effect  of  the  first,  occurred  six  months 
before  his  death.  The  man  died  of 
typhoid  fever;  but  the  medical  man 
stated  that  the  typhoid  process  was  ma» 
terially  assisted  by  the  injury  he  had 
received ;  in  short,  this  eentleman  made 
ft  as  plain  as  it  could  oe  made  that  if 
the  injury  had  not  been  reoeived  the 
result  would  not  have  been  as  stated.  I 
say,  Sir,  it  is  a  miserable  quibble  to  pot 
forward  that  the  Act  does  not  entitle 
the  widow  of  this  man,  who  had  a  long- 
service  and  a  good-conduct  medali  to  a 
pension.  Such,  however,  is  the  miserable 
spirit  of  this  system  that  I  protest  against 
the  Vote  being  taken,  and  inform  the 
noble  Lord  that  until  this  matter  is  re- 
dressed I  shall  divide  against  ereiy 
similar  Vote  as  long  as  I  am  a  Member 
of  this  House. 
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Question  put. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  129 ;  Noes 
50:  Majority  79.— (Div.  List,  No.  22.) 

DISTXJBBANCES  AT  BELFAST  INQUIRY 

BILL.— [Bill  35.] 
{Sir  Michael  Hiekt-JBeaeh,  Mr.  Attorney  General 
for  Irelandy  Mr.  Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland.) 

COMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

The  chief  SECRET AEY  foe  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  Michael  Hicks  -  Beach) 
(Bristol,  W.) :  Sir,  I  wish  to  state  to 
the  House  very  shortly  what  is  the  re- 
sult of  the  consideration  given  to  this 
subject  by  the  Government.  The  House 
will  recollect  that  before  we  came  into 
Office  our  Predecessors  had  appointed  a 
Commission  of  three  Gentlemen  to  in- 
quire into  the  disturbances  at  Belfast. 
We  had  no  reason  to  find  fault  with  the 
composition  of  that  Commission,  except 
that  it  seemed  desirable  that  there 
should  be  upon  the  Commission  a  Gen- 
tleman having  experience  of  the  manage- 
ment of  police.  That  addition  was  made. 
Then  we  found  there  was  a  very  general 
desire  that,  in  order  to  make  the  inquiry 
complete,  Parliament  should  be  asked 
to  confer  certain  powers  upon  the  Com- 
mission which  it  did  not  at  the  time  pos- 
sess, and  accordingly  this  Bill  was  intro- 
duced for  that  purpose.  In  the  course  of 
the  debate  on  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill,  it  appeared  from  statements  made 
in  yarious  quarters  of  the  House  that 
there  was  a  feeling  that  the  construction 
of  the  Commission  was  not  quite  what 
might  be  desired,  and  also  that  a  Com- 
mission vested  with  the  powers  proposed 
to  be  conferred  by  this  Bill  should  be 
strengthened  in  what  is  called  the 
judicial  element.  Well,  Sir,  I  promised 
to  consider  these  points,  and  I  am  able 
to  state  to  the  House  that  there  is 
reason  to  suppose  that  we  may  be  able 
to  obtain  the  services  of  Mr.  Justice 
Day,  a  man  of  great  judicial  experience, 
as  Chairman  of  this  Commission.  If 
that  proposal  should  commend  itself  to 
the  House,  we  should  be  prepared,  of 
eourse,  to  proceed  with  the  Bill ;  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  should  not  so  com- 
mend itself,  there  is  no  desire  on  our 
part  to  press  it  upon  the  House,  and 
isast  of  all  would  I  put  forward  the 
name  of  Mr.  Justice  Day  if  I  thought 


it  would  be  made  the  subject  of  criticism 
on  the  floor  of  this  House  upon  any 
ground  of  partiality  or  personal  feeling. 
Having  made  this  brief  statement,  I 
venture  to  hope  that  the  Bill  may  com- 
mend itself  to  hon.  Members  on  both 
sides  of  the  House. 

Motion  made,  ana  Question  proposed, 
'*That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the 
Chair." — {Sir  Michael  Bicke- Beach.) 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.,  and 
Sligo,  S.):  Mr.  Speaker,  the  announce- 
ment made  by  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  as  to  the  proposed  alteration  of 
the  Belfast  Commission  has  taken  us,  of 
course,  entirely  by  surprise.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  makes  an  announcement 
of  a  very  important  character,  and  wants 
us  to  agree  to  it  at  once.  I  submit  to 
him  that  we  ought  to  have  time  to 
consider  whether  the  Chairmanship  of 
Mr.  Justice  Day  will,  in  our  opinion, 
militate  against  the  object  we  have  in 
view.  We  shall  certainly  have  to  con- 
sider the  matter,  and  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  allow  us  to  give  our 
decision  on  Monday. 

Sib  MICHAEL  HIOKS-BEACH :  I 
did  not  say  that  Mr.  Justice  Day  would 
be  appointed  to  the  Commission,  but  that 
I  had  reason  to  believe  he  would  be  will- 
ing to  give  his  services.  With  regard 
to  the  proposal  of  the  hon.  Member,  I 
hope  ho  will  allow  the  Speaker  to  leave 
the  Chair,  and  then  we  will  at  once 
move  to  report  Progress.  I  wish  it 
clearly  to  be  understood  that  we  will 
not  proceed  with  this  Bill  as  a  contested 
measure,  and  that  if  hon.  Members  can- 
not bring  themselves  to  accept  the  pro- 
posal we  make  the  Bill  will  not  be 
Dressed 

Mr.  sexton  :  Sir,  I  wish  to  point 
out  that  if  you  leave  the  Chair  now  it 
would  be  impossible  for  us  on  Monday 
to  state  our  reasons  for  objection.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  would  be  open  to  us 
to  do  so  if  the  debate  were  adjourned 
till  Monday. 

Sir  JAMES  COEEY  (Armagh,  Mid) : 
Sir,  I  heartily  approve  the  announce- 
ment  made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, and  therefore  hope  this  Bill  will 
be  allowed  to  proceed. 

Mr.  T.  W.  EUSSELL  (Tyrone, 
S.) :  Sir,  I  was  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  original  announcement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman ;  but  I  think  that 
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the  Commission  sbonld  command  the 
confidence,  not  of  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  alone,  but  of  the  Catholic  ele- 
ment in  Belfast.  I  am  not  in  a  position 
to  say  whether  or  not  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Justice  Day  will  go  in  the  direc- 
tion I  have  indicated.  I  am  quite  un- 
willing to  suppose  that  it  will  not ;  but 
we  cannot  shut  out  the  religious  ques- 
tion in  this  matter ;  and  unless  the  pre- 
sence of  Mr.  Justice  Day  will  strengthen 
the  Commission  in  the  sense  of  com- 
manding the  confidence  of  the  Catholics, 
I  think  it  would  be  very  much  better 
that  the  Commission  should  stand  as  it  is. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  **  That 
the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again," — {8tr  Michael 
Hicks-Beach f) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
again  upon  Monday  next. 

MOTIOJ^S. 

0 

EXPIRING  LAWS   CONTINUANCE  BILL. 

On  Motion  of  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bill  to 
continue  various  Expiring  Laws,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  and  Mr. 
Jackson. 

BiU. pretentedy  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  46.] 

tenants'  belief  (Ireland)  bill. 

On  Motion  of  Mr.  Pamell,  Bill  for  the  tem- 
porary relief  of  Agricultural  Tenants  in  Ire- 
land, for  the  admission  of  certain  Leaseholders 
to  the  Land  Act  of  1881 ;  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Parnell, 
Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor, 
Mr.  Pinkerton,  and  Mr.  Mahony, 
BiUpreuntedf  and  read  the  first  time.  [Bill  47.] 

House  adjourned  at  Two  o*clock 
till  Monday  next. 


HOUSE     OF     LOEDS, 
Monday f  13th  Septemler^  1886. 


MINUTES.]— Public  Bill— ^tf<ron<?  Reading^ 
Secret  Service  (Repeal)  (15). 

SECRET  SERVICE  (REPEAL)  BILL. 
( The  Marquett  of  SalitburyJ) 

(no.    15.)      SECOND   READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second  Bead- 
ing read. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell 


The  FmST  LOBD  of  thx  TBEA. 
SUBY  (The  Marquees  of  Salxsbubt). 
in  moving  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time,  said,  that  it  was  one  to  repeal  a 
Statute  passed  many  years  ago  for  the 
regulation  of  the  expenditure  of  a  Secret 
Service  Fund,  which  was  fixed  bj  the 
Statute  at  a  sum  of  £10,000  a-year. 
There  was  a  discussion  raised  in  the 
House  of  Commons  during  the  last  Ses- 
sion, and  the  distribution  of  the  Fond 
by  the  Parliamentary  Secretary  was 
much  commented  upon.  It  was  sup- 
posed that  the  money  was  used  for  pur* 
poses  not  suitable  to  the  Secret  Serrioe. 
On  investigation  it  was  discovered  that 
that  was  not  now  the  case,  and  that  as  far 
as  it  could  not  be  used  for  the  Secret  Ser- 
vice it  was  devoted  to  the  payment  of 
messengers,  and  so  on.  But,  upon  the 
whole,  it  had  been  thought  desirable 
that  the  Statute,  in  respect  to  which 
many  very  unnecessary  suspicions  had 
been  raised,  should  be  repealed,  and 
that  a  necessary  sum  should  be  placed 
under  the  control  of  Parliament  by  an 
Estimate  in  each  year,  like  the  GiTil 
Service  Estimates.  There  had  been  no 
opposition  to  the  Bill  in  the  other 
House,  and  he  trusted  that  it  would 
not  meet  with  any  in  their  Lordships' 
House. 

Moved,  <*  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*." 
— {The  Marquess  of  Salisbury.) 

Motion  agreed  to  ;  Bill  read  2*  accord* 
ingly,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  ThuruUy  next. 

House  adjourned  ai  half  put  Four 

o'clock,  to  Thursday  next, 

Two  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Monday,  ISth  Septembety  1886. 


MINUTES.]— Supply— MfMid^mf  m  CMmmiiUe 
—  Civil  Service  Estixatke;  Clah  II.  — 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  Civil  DsPAmT* 
ments  ;  Votes  25  to  35,  inclusive  ;  37»  40, 
and  42 ;  Class  III.  —  Law  and  JcsncBp 
Vote  21. 
Renolutiont  [September  10]  reported. 

Public  Bill  —  Committee  —  Eeport  —  TkM 
J?«<i</i»^— Submarine  Telegraph  Act  (1885) 
Amendment  [46],  and  passed. 
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QUESTIONS. 


LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)— 

OOXJRT    OF    BANKRUPTCY— MR.   0.   H. 

JAMES,  LATE  OFFICIAL  ASSIGNEE. 

Mb.  p.  McDonald  (Sligo,  N.)  asked 
Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  Does 
it  appear  by  the  books  of  Mr.  C.  H. 
James,  late  Official  Assignee  of  the 
Court  of  Bankruptcy  in  Ireland,  that  he 
received  as  per  centages  in  the  year  1868 
the  sum  of  £3,104,  and  that  he  only  re- 
turned in  the  Parliamentary  Eeturn  of 
that  year  £2,320;  that  in  the  following 
year  he  received  £3,011,  and  only  re- 
turned £2,616,  thereby  suppressing  in 
the  two  years  £1,189;  does  it  further 
appear  that  these  suppressions  continued 
undetected  down  to  the  date  of  his  dis> 
missal ;  does  it  appear  that  many  of  the 
sums  and  undivided  balances  of  long 
standing  found  due  by  him  by  the  Trea- 
sury Bemembrancer  were  suppressed  by 
the  said  late  Official  Assignee  from  the 
annual  Parliamentary  Betums;  and, 
were  these  Returns,  as  required  by  the 
statute,  certified  to  Parliament  as  being 
correct  by  the  Chief  Begistrar  of  the 
Court;  and,  if  so,  what  steps  the  Go- 
vernment mean  to  take  to  render  these 
officers  amenable  for  their  conduct  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  There  was  no  book  kept  in  the 
office  of  Mr.  James  containing  an  ac- 
count of  the  percentages  received  by 
him  in  the  years  1868  and  1869.  I  am, 
however,  informed  that  after  Mr.  James 
left  Ireland  his  son  brought  from  his 
father's  house,  and  handed  to  the  prin- 
cipal assistant  in  the  office,  a  book  in 
which  such  an  account  was  entered. 
This,  with  all  the  other  books  in  the 
office,  was  handed  over  to  the  Treasury 
investigators ;  but  it  was  not  returned 
by  them,  and  cannot  now  be  found.  I 
am,  therefore,  unable  to  answer  the 
first  part  of  the  Question.  It  appears 
that  many  of  the  sums  and  undivided 
balances  of  long  standing  found  by  the 
Treasury  Bemembrancer  to  be  due  by 
Mr.  James  were  suppressed  by  him 
from  his  annual  Parliamentary  Beturns. 
These  Betums  were  certified  to  Parlia- 
ment by  the  Chief  Begistrar ;  but  I  am 
informed  that  this  officer  did  not  conceive 
that  by  such  certificate  he  was  vouching 
the  aoooraoy  of  the  Betums,  but  merely 

VOL.  OCOIX.     [third  sebies.] 


that  they  were  the  Beturns  required  to 
be  made  by  the  Statute.  This  was  the 
view  taken  long  before  the  present  Chief 
Begistrar  came  into  office  in  1872,  and 
I  am  of  opinion  it  is  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  the  Act. 

LABOURERS  (IRELAND)  ACT— SLIGO 

UNION— INQUIRY  UNDER 

THE  ACT. 

Mr.  p.  McDonald  (Sligo,  N.)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether  the  elected 
Guardians  of  Cliffony  North,  Cliffony 
South,  Lisadell  West,  and  of  other  divi- 
sions of  the  Sh'go  Union,  received  notice 
to  attend  the  inquiry  held  on  the  dOth 
of  August  at  Sligo  Workhouse  by  the 
Local  Government  Inspector,  Captain 
Sampson,  into  the  necessity  of  erecting 
labourers'  cottages  in  certain  divisions 
of  that  union ;  whether  it  is  mandatory 
on  the  Inspector  to  send  such  notice  14 
days  before  to  all  parties  interested — 
namely,  the  occupiers,  the  labourers  who 
have  made  application,  and  to  the  sani- 
tary authorities  of  the  union,  as  well  as 
to  the  landlords  and  ex-officio  Guardians  ; 
and,  whether,  if  such  due  notice  has  not 
been  given,  the  Government  will  cause 
another  inquiry  to  be  held,  so  as  to  give 
the  labourers  an  opportunity  of  maMng 
good  their  case,  in  order  that  the 
cottages  which  may  be  approved  of 
shall  be  erected  before  the  ensuing 
winter  ? 

The  chief  SECBETABY  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.), 
in  reply,  said,  he  was  informed  that  the 
course  of  procedure  indicated  by  the 
hon.  Member  was  not  that  required  by 
the  Act.  It  was  the  practice  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  give  notice  of  a 
pending  inquiry,  and  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians were,  at  the  same  time,  informed 
by  letter  that  if  they  were  prepared  to 
offer  any  evidence  in  support  of  their 
case  they  might  do  so.  It  was  not  ne- 
cessary for  the  Inspector  conducting  the 
inquiry  to  give  any  further  notice.  On 
the  occasion  referred  to  the  usual  notices 
were  given ;  and  he  understood  a  small 
number  of  the  Guardians  attended,  and 
stated  that  the  proposed  cottages  could 
not  be  erected.  The  Local  Government 
Board  proposed  to  consult  their  legal 
adviser  as  to  what  should  be  done  in  the 
case,  and  the  Guardians  will  be  directed 
in  the  matter. 
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portion  of  glebe  purchaBorsto  avail  them- 
selves  of  the  advantages  provided  in  the 
Act;  if  the  Churoli  surplus  money,  voted 
by  Parliament  for  the  relief  of  ordinary 
tenants  under  ''The  Arrears  of  Bent 
(Ireland)  Act,  1882,"  was  derived  in 
part  from  the  payments  of  glebe  pur- 
chasers who  have  themselves  received 
no  corresponding  relief;  and,  whether 
Her  Majesty's  Qovemment  is  prepared 
to  give  effect  to  the  claims  of  the  glebe 
purchasers  by  cancelling  all  sums  oat- 
standing  and  over  six  months  in  arrears, 
and  thus  allowing  them  to  partake  of 
the  benefit  of  reduced  annual  payments 
provided  by  Parliament  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.): 
Seven  hundred  and  forty  ajpplications 
have  been  received  from  instalment 
mortgagors  for  the  advantages  provided 
by  the  23rd  section ;  but  in  85  of  these 
cases  the  necessary  conditions  as  to  pay- 
ment of  arrears  had  not  been  compiled 
with.  In  1,132  cases  the  interest  on 
**  simple  mortgages  "  has  been  reduced 
from  4  to  3  s  per  cent.  In  362  cases  of 
this  kind  the  reduction  has  been  post- 
poned on  account  of  the  non-payment  of 
arrears  as  required  by  the  Act.  The 
principal  sum  on  which  the  reduced  rate 
of  interest  is  now  payable  is  £300,213. 
The  total  arrear  on  March  31  last  was 
£40,963.  It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose 
that,  as  alleged  in  the  Question,  the 
conditions  laid  down  by  the  Act  render 
it  impossible  for  the  greater  portion  of 
glebe  purchasers  to  avail  themselTes  of 
its  advantages.  The  records  of  the  Land 
Commission  show  that  597  out  of  2,834, 
or  about  one  in  five  of  the  glebe  pur- 
chasers, are  so  affected.  The  sum  bor- 
rowed under  the  Arrears  Act  was  secured 
on  the  Church  revenue,  which  is  only  to 
a  small  extent  derived  from  payments 
by  purchasers  under  the  Chnrch  Act. 


THE  HIGH  COURT  OF  JUSTICE— RE- 
TURNS  OF  COST  AND  RECEIPTS 
FOR  THE  SEVERAL  DIVISIONS. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  (Preston)  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether 
Her  Majesty's  Government  would  ob- 
ject to  make  an  amended  Beturn,  pur- 
suant to  s.  38  of  '*  The  Supreme  Court 
of  Judicature  Act,  1875  "  (38  &  39  Vict. 
c.  77),  so  as  to  show  separately,  in 
respect  to  each  Division  of  the  High 
Court  of  Justice,  the  actual  cost  of  the 
administration  of  Justice  in  such  Divi- 
sion and  the  amount  of  the  stamps  and 
fees  received  from  suitors  and  applicants 
in  the  same  Division  ? 

The  SECEETAEY  (Mr.  Jackson) 
(Leeds,  N.) :  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  adopt 
this  suggestion.  There  would  be  great 
difficulty  in  giving  separate  accounts  of 
the  receipts  and  expenditure  in  the 
several  Divisions  of  the  High  Court. 
Many  of  the  administrative  departments 
of  the  Court  perform  services  for  all  the 
Divisions ;  and  it  would  be  almost  im- 
possible to  accurately  separate  in  each 
case  the  receipts  and  expenditure  pro- 
perly applicable  to  each  Division-. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON  asked  if  any  ap- 
proximation could  be  arrived  at  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  said,  he  would  con- 
sider the  matter. 

PURCHASE  OF  LAND  (IRELAND)  ACT, 
1856,  SEC.  23— PURCHASERS  OF  GLEBE 
LANDS. 

Me.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  If  he  can  state 
how  many  applications  have  been  made 
by  purchasers  of  glebe  lands  in  Ireland 
pursuant  of  the  23rd  section  of  the  Pur- 
chase of  Land  (Ireland)  Act,  1885,  to 
the  Irish  ijand  Commission,  and  if  he 
can  state  the  principal  sum  upon  which 
the  reduced  rate  of  interest  therein 
specified  is  now  payable ;  if  he  can  state 
tne  amount  of  outstanding  purchase- 
money  and  interest  now  in  arrears  on 
account  of  glebe  lands ;  if  he  is  aware 
that  sub-section  3  of  section  23  of  the 
above  Act,  which  necessitates  the  pay- 
ment in  full  of  all  interest  on  simple 
mortgage  debts  and  all  instalments  due 
upon  debts  secured  by  an  '^instalment 
mortgage  "  before  an  order  for  the  re- 
auction  of  the  rate  of  interest  on  the 
pmount  remaining  due  can  be  made, 
renders  it  impossible  for  the  greater 


The  proposal  to  cancel  arrears  dae  by 
the  glebe  purchasers  would  not,  I  think, 
be  fair  to  those  who  have  paid  their  in- 
stalments ;  but  I  have  already  promiaed 
to  look  into  this  question  after  the  end 
of  the  Session,  and  I  will  oertainly  en- 
deavour to  do  so. 

MIDLAND  GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY 
(IRELAND)— POOR  HARVESTMKN. 

Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'BRIEN  (Mayo,  8.) 
asked  the  Secretary  to  the  B<Mid-  of 
Trade,  If  he  will  use  whatever  inflnenee 
or  authority  he  poBseesea  with  the  Mid 
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land  Great  Western  Eailway  (Ireland)  tested  against  the  severity  of  his  col* 

Oompany  to  induce  them  to  make  better  leagues  in  dealing  with  the  cases  which 

provision  for  the  poor  harvestmen  car-  come  before  them ;   and,  whether  the 

ried  on  their  line,  and  for  traffic  accom-  Government  propose  to  take  any  steps 

modation  for  fairs,  markets,  &c.  ?  in  the  matter? 

The  secretary    (Baron   Henry  The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 

De  Worms)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) :  Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  I  have 

The  form  in  which  the  hon.  Member  obtained  a  Report  from  the  Dartford 

has  asked  his  Question  seems  to  show  Justices  with  regard  to  this  case.     I  am 

that  he  is  aware  that  the  Board   of  told  that    the   Justices   added    '*  hard 

Trade  have  no  authority  to  intervene  in  labour  "  to  the  sentence  with  the  inten- 

the  conduct  and  management  of  the  tion  and  belief  that  the  Prison  Authori- 

traffic,  which  is  a  matter  for  which  the  ties,  acting  on  the  advice  of  the  medical 

Railway  Company  is   responsible.      I  officer,  would  put  the  prisoner  to  such 

have  little  doubt,  however,  that  a  proper  labour  only  as  was  compatible  with  his 

representation  made  to  the   Company  physical  state.    I  think  the  medical  offi- 

would  meet  with  due  attention.  cer's  discretion  can  well  be  trusted  in 

such  a  matter.     I  am  informed  by  the 

WAR    OFFICE— THE   FIRST  ARMY  learned  Queen's  Counsel  referred  to  that 

CORPS.  it  18  not  the  case  that  he  has  frequently 

Majob  Genebal   GK)LDS worthy  Protested   against   the  severity  of  his 

(Hammersmith)  asked  the  Secretary  of  J^"^^g^^^/'  *^^"&^  ^^  ^^%^*^  ^^f  ^'^^/^ 

State  for  War,  Whether  the  First  Army  *^  f^%  f'^"J  *^«°^  on  questions  of  costs 

Corps  is  complete  in  every  particular,  ^^^  P?^°.*«  ^V^'-r     ^  ^^^f^'^\?^  '«• 

and^eady  for  service;  if  iot,  whethe^  constituting  the  Bench  rests  with  the 

he  will  will  arrange  for  its  being  placed  ^^'^  Chancel  or ;  but  I  am  aware  of  no 

on  a  proper  footing?  ^®^«^^  ^^^  ^^"'°8^  ^'^  attention  to  the 

Thb  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr.  matter. 
W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster) : 

During  my  short  term  of  Office  last  year  EXCISE   DEPARTMENT— INLAND   RE- 

I  gave  my  serious  attention  to  the  con-  VENUE  OFFICERS. 

dition  of  our  two  First  Army  Corps,  Mb.   TOMLINSON  (Preston)  asked 

and  I  have  now  before  me  the  Reports  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Whether 

of  the  Departmental  Committees  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  taking, 

I  then  appointed  to  examine  into  the  or  contemplate  taking,  any  steps  with  a 

subject.    The  Intelligence  Department  view  to  giving  further  consideration  to 

is  now  engaged  in  collating  these  Re-  the  grievances  of  the  Inland  Revenue 

ports,   and  in   pointinfi^   out  the   defi-  Officers  of  the  Excise  Department  ? 

deneies  which  exist.    1  think  that  with  The   SECRETARY    (Mr.    Jackson) 

my  present  knowledge  it  would  be  in-  (Leeds,  N.) :   The  case  of  the  Excise 

expedient  to  make  any  definite  state-  officers  has  been  fully  coDsidered  by  the 

ment  in  reply  to  the  hon.  and  gallant  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

Member's  Question.  and  myself.     We  have  personally  gone 

into  all  the  questions  raised  by  the  offi- 

LAW  AND   JUSTICE  (ENGLAND   AND  cers,  and  have  come  to  the  deliberate 

WALES)  --  THE    MA.GISTRATES    OF  conclusion  that  the  Service  has  received 

DABTFORD- SEVERE  SENTENCES.  fair  and  liberal  consideration,  and  that 

Mb.  SHIRLEY  (Yorkshire,   W.R.,  '''^.  substantial   ground    for  complaint 

Doncaster)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  ®xi8*8. 
for  the  Home  Department,  Whether  his 

attention  has  been  called    to   another  LABOURERS'    (IRELAND)    ACT  -  THE 

■evere  sentence  awarded  by  the  Dart-  KILMALLOCK    GUARDIANS  —  IN- 

ford  magistrates  in  the  case  of  a  cripple  Q^I^Y  UNDER  THE  ACT. 

named  Phillips  who,  on  Saturday  Sep-  Mr.FINUCANE  (Limerick,  E.)  asked 

tember  4th,   was  awarded    a  month's  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 

hard  labour  for  destroying  his  clothes ;  of  Ireland,  Whether  Mr.  Posnett,  Local 

whether  he  is  aware  that  one  of  the  Qovemment  Board  Arbitrator  under  the 

Dartford  magistrates,   who  is  of  Her  Labourers'  Act,  held  an  inquiry  in  Kil- 

liajee^B  ooonseli  has  frequently  pro-  mallockUniononthe3rdof  last  August; 
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if  80,  has  be  sent  his  draft  award  yet  to  ' 
the  said  Union;  and,  if  not,  for  vIlsI 
reason ;  and,  will  he  be  directed  to  do 
80  immediately,  so  as  to  enable  the  Eil- 
mallock  Guardiana  to  proceed  at  once 
with  the  erection  of  the  labourers'  cot- 
tages? 

Thb  chief  BECfiETAET  (Sir 
UiciUEL  Hicks-Beaoh)  (Bristol,  W.) 
in  reply,  said,  Mr.  Poanett'a  Report  in 
this  case  hnd  not  yel  been  received;  but 
attention  had  been  called  to  tbe  matter. 

LUNACY  L.\WS-LEai3LATI0N. 

Mb.  W.  J.  CORBET  fWicklow,  E.) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  What  are  the  inten- 
tions of  Government  with  reference  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Lunacy  Laws; 
and,  whether  the  Bill  of  last  Sesaion, 
which  passed  the  Lords  and  was  read  a 
first  time  in  this  House,  will  he  pro- 
ceeded with  next  year  ;  and,  if  bo,  whe- 
ther it  will  be  extended  to  Ireland  ? 

The  8ECBETAET  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.):  I  have 
nothing  to  add  to  the  statements  made 
by  the  Under  Secretary  of  Slate  for  the 
Home  Department  during  the  discussion 
onthe  Estimates  on  Friday  last— namely, 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Oorern- 
ment  to  proceed  with  legislation  on  the 
subject.  It  will  be  a  matter  for  con- 
sideration whether  this  legislation  shall 
extend  to  Ireland  and  Scotland. 

RAILWAYS    (IRELAND)  —  PAE80NS- 

TOWN  AND  POKTUMNA  BRIDGE 

RAILWAY. 

Mr.  HAERI8  (Galway,  E.)  asked  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  'WTiether  the 
Parsonetown  and  Portumna  Bridge  Rail- 
way is  now  derelict ;  that  everything 
removable  and  of  value  is  being  taken 
away,  such  as  limber,  cut  stone,  iron 
rails,  &c. ;  and,  whether  the  Gt>Temment 
Loan  Commissioners  had  charge  of  it 
for  five  years,  and  at  the  expiration  of 
that  time  they  removed  the  five  care- 
takers engaged  in  its  protection,  and 
allowed  the  station  house,  sheds,  and 
rails  to  be  made  objects  of  plunder; 
and,  if  so,  will  the  Government  do  any- 
thing to  protect  all  that  remains  of  the 
property,  with  a  view  to  its  future  utili- 
sation ? 

The  SECRETARY    (Mr.    Jackson) 
(Leeds,  N.) :  The  hon.  Member's  infor- 
matioD  as  to  the  present  stato  of  this 
Mr.  FiituettHt 
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unfortunate  Una  is,  no  doubt,  mon 
complete  than  mine.  The  Loan  CSom- 
missionere  held  it  as  mortgagees  in  poa- 
session  for  tive  years,  and  during  that 
time  preserved  it  from  dilapidation  in 
the  hope  of  obtaining  a  purchaser ;  but, 
in  18S3,  failing  all  their  attempts  at 
selling  it,  tbey  withdrew  from  poMoanoD. 
They  do  not  consider  themselves  justified 
in  spending  any  money  upon  it  unless  in 
some  reasonable  hope  of  a  return.  May 
I  suggest  that  the  Don.  Member  should 
help  us  to  some  arrangement  for  takings 
up  aad  working  tbe  undertaking. 

Mb.  HARRIS  :  Do  I  understand  the 
hon.  Qentleman  to  say  that  the  railwa; 
is  to  be  left  there  derelict  without  any- 
body taking  care  of  it  ? 

Mb.  Jackson  :  I  am  afraid,  if  we 
can  find  no  purchaser,  there  is  no  other 
means  of  disposing  of  it. 


SiE  THOMAS  E8M0NDE  (Dublin 
Co.,  S.)  asked  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  Whether  Nayat  Ali 
Khan,  brother  of  the  Nawab  of  Maler 
Kotla  in  the  Funjaub,  was  deprived  in 
the  year  1872  by  the  Indian  Qovem- 
ment  of  judicial  and  police  powraa 
within  his  own  Jaghire  ;  whether  Nayat 
Ali  Khan  was  divested  of  these  powers 
during  his  minority  and  without  Ms  con- 
sent or  knowledge ;  whether  that  Jag- 
birdars  do  exercise  judical  and  polios 
powers  within  their  own  Jaghires;  and, 
whether  Mr.  Kavanagh  memorialiaed 
the  Indian  Government  and  the  Secrtt- 
tary  of  State  for  India  on  behalf  of 
Nayat  Ali  Khan,  and  upon  what  grounds 
were  the  memorials  rejected  T 

The  under  SECEETAET  or 
STATE  (Sir  John  Qorst)  (Chatham): 
I^ior  to  1872,  by  an  old  barbarous 
usage,  each  descendant  of  the  originnl 
Nawab  of  Kotia  exercised  semi-mde- 
pendent  powers  in  the  jagirs  wbicb  f^ 
to  his  lot.  The  result  was,  as  might  be 
expected,  perpetual  conflict  of  authori^ 
and  continual  disputes  and  hostilify  bo- 
tween  the  various  members  of  tbe  family. 
To  put  on  end  to  this  steto  of  things  tha 
Government  of  India,  in  1872.  ceotrod 
all  jurisdiction,  criminal  anddvil,  in  tho 
hands  of  the  Head  of  the  State  alone. 
Nayat  Ali  Khan,  at  that  time  a  boy  of 
12,  was  liberally  provided  for,  and  it 
was  arranged  that  be  shoold,  on  ooidiD^ 

•id    CtTU 


of  age,  ezaroise  such  poUoe  i 
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powers  as  bia  brother  tlie  Nawab  might 
delegata  to  him.  In  1882  Mr.  KavBiiagh 
memorialized  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
wan  advised  that  his  client  ehuuld 
address  himself  to  the  QoTernmeot  of 
India.  It  anpeared  afterwards  that  thia 
course  had  oeen  adopted  by  Najat  AH 
Khan  ;  but  hie  Uemorial  had  been  re- 
jected for  the  reasons  of  State  above- 
mentioned,  which  were  fully  explained 

THE  CIVIL  SERVICE— THE  PLAYFAIR 
SCHEME, 

SiK  GUYEK  HUNTEE  (Hackney, 
Central)  (for  Mr.  Fulbbtom)  (Devon- 
port)  ashed  Ur.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, Whether  any  conclusion  has 
been  arrived  at  with  reference  to  the  re- 
consideration of  the  Playfair  Scheme  of 
the  Civil  Service  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  it 
can  be  stated  to  the  House  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QTJEB  (Lord  Bandolph  Chubchill) 
(PaddiDgton,  B.) :  The  operation  of  the 
Playfair  Scheme  has  long  been  the  sub- 
ject of  controversy,  and  various  classes 
of  public  servants  have,  from  time  to 
time,  found  cause  to  object  to  its  opera- 
tion, and  have  enlisted  more  or  less  sym- 
pathy in  the  House  of  Commons  with 
tbeir  complaints.  The  Government  are 
of  opinion  that  the  time  has  arrived 
when  the  operation  of  this  Scheme  may 
be  usefully  and  comprehensively  in- 
quired into.  But  they  are  also  of  opi- 
nion that  it  may  conveniently  form  part 
of  the  general  inquiry  with  reference  to 
the  whole  of  the  Civil  Service  Establish- 
meota,  which  they  have  decided  imme- 
diately to  initiate.  I  niay,  therefore,  be 
permitted  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
stating  to  the  House  (hat  the  Qovern- 
ment  have  determined  to  appoint  a 
Soyal  Commission  to  investigate  tho 
Public  Departments  of  tUo  State,  more 
particularly  with  regard  to  their  clerical 
establishments.  I  will  lay  on  the  Table 
of  the  House  this  eveniaga  Minute  of 
the  Treasury  which  sets  forth  at  some 
length  the  grounds  for  the  initiation  of 
thifl  most  important  inquiry.  Perhaps 
the  Honse  wUl  allow  me  to  quote  two 
paragraphs  from  the  Minute,  which  will 
give  the  House  fully  and  clearly  the  Ke- 
brenoa  to  the  Commission — 

"The  Comminmon  will  inquire  iato  the  nam- 
b«t,  MthriM,  hoan  of  Isbonr,  luperannuatian, 
•oMa  at  tk*  slaff^  and  the  adminutration,  re- 
gqlatMMi)  and  organiHtioii  of  the  said  ofBcei. 
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?hsy  will  state  whether,  in  their  opinion,  the 

rork  of  the  difforent  Offices  ia  efficiently  and 
conomically  performed,  whether  it  can  bo  aim- 
iliSad,  whether  the  method  of  procedure  can 
la  improved,  and  whether  the  system  of  control 
9  daficieat  or  unneceutarily  elahorate.  Aa  10 
years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  adoption  of 
the  Playfair  Commission,  the  time  has  oms 
when  ttie  wotkiotc  of  tho  Schema  may  with  ad- 
vantage be  reviewed.  The  Commission  will, 
therefore,  report  whether  the  Scheme  has  been 
fairly  tried,  whether  ita  provisions  have  met 
the  requirements  of  the  Servioe  and  deseivs 
confirmation,  and  whether  any  modification! 
are  needed  to  give  cemplete  development. 
Lastly,  they  will  eiamiue  the  non-effective 
charge  of  the  Civil  Service,  and  sdvise  whether 
the  present  pension  scale  and  regulations  are 
equitable   alflce  to  the  State  and   to   its   ser- 

I  am  also  in  a  position  to  state  the  names 
of  the  Commissioners.  They  will  be  Sir 
Matthew  White  Eidley  (Chairman),  Earl 
Brownlow,  Lord  Lingen,  Lord  Roths- 
child, the  Eight  Hon.  G.  Sclater-Booth, 
M.P.,  the  Right  Hon.  Henry  H.  Eowler, 
M.P.,  Mr.  Charles  Lewis,  M.P.,  Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor,  M.P.,  Mr.  Peter 
Eylands,  MP.,  Sir  Edward  Guinness, 
Mr.  J.  Cleghorn  (Director  of  tho  North- 
Eastern  Eailway),  Mr.  A.  S.  Harvey 
(Secretary  to  Messrs.  Glyn,  Mills,  and 
Co.),  Mr.  A.  B.  Mitford,  C.B.  (late  As- 
sistant Commissioner  of  Public  Worka), 
and  Mr.  Walpole  (Permanent  Assistant 
Under  Secretary  at  the  India  Office), 
who  will  be  Secretary  to  the  Commis- 
sion. 

ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY  — DIS- 
TRICT INSPECTOR  TILLY. 
Mr.  cox  (Clare,  E.)  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land,  Whether  District  Inspector  Tilly 
of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  at  pre- 
sent stationed  in  Cavan,  has  served  for 
25  years  in  the  rank  of  District  Inspec- 
tor ;  whether  he  has  for  three  years  in 
King's  County,  and  nearly  three  years 
in  county  Cavan,  discharged  tho  duties 
of  County  Inspector  in  the  absence  of 
the  County  Inspectors  of  those  counties ; 
whether,  in  November  last,  it  having 
come  to  Mr.  Tilly's  turn  to  be  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  County  Inspector,  he  re- 
ceived the  following  certificate,  signed 
by  the  Inspector  General  of  Con- 
stabulary, Deputy  Inspector  General, 
and  the  Commandant  of  the  Boyal 
Irish  Constabulary  Depot ; — "An  officer 
whose  character,  private  and  official,  is 
above  reproach;'  whether,  instead  of 
receiving   his  promotion,   be    was   in- 
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tenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  his  attention 
has  been  directed  to  the  series  of  out- 
rages alleged  to  have  been  committed  by 
**the  Oastlewellan  Conservative  Flute 
Band"  on  its  way  from  Eathfriland 
to  Oastlewellan  on  Saturday  the  28th 
August  last ;  whether  the  members  of 
the  band  remained  for  some  time  on 
the  public  street  of  Eathfriland,  ad- 
jacent to  the  police  barrack  and  in  the 
presence  of  the  police,  cheering  for  "  the 
Shankhill  Lewis',"  ''the  Islandmen," 
''Harland  and  Haslett,"  and  groaning 
for  **  Morley's  Murderers ;  "  whether  the 
same  party  indulged  in  cursing  the  Pope 
and  in  firing  off  revolvers  at  frequent 
intervals  on  the  public  road  leading 
from  Eathfriland  to  Oastlewellan ;  whe- 
ther complaints  have  been  made  that 
revolver  shots  had  been  fired  by  members 
of  this  band  at  Oatholic  houses  in  Le- 
talian  and  Dromena,  and  at  the  Eoman 
Oatholic  Ohurch  of  Kilcor;  and  that 
several  persons  on  and  near  the  county 
road  had  very  narrow  escapes  from  the 
bullets  so  fired ;  and,  what  steps  have 
been  taken  by  the  authorities  to  bring 
the  offenders  to  justice  ? 

The  ATTOENEY  GENEEAL  for 
lEELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) (who  replied)  said:  I  have 
received  Eeports  in  reference  to  the 
matters  referred  to  in  the  Question  of 
the  hon.  Member  which  are  not  in  ac- 
cordance with  all  the  statements  con- 
tained therein ;  but  as  I  will  probably 
consider  it  necessary  to  direct  legal  pro- 
ceedings, I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
right  to  discuss  the  details. 

PARLIAMENTARY  ELECTIONS  (IRE- 
LAND—POLLING PLACES  IN  THE 
NORTH  MONAGHAN  DIVISION. 

Mb.  p.  O'BEIEN  (Monaghan,  N.) 
asked  the  Ohief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  Parliamentary  electors, 
numbering  over  500,  of  Tullycorbett 
diBtrict,  comprising  tS3  townlands  of  the 
North  MonaghanParliamentaryDivision, 
are  obliged  to  travel  to  record  their  votes 
in  the  town  of  Monaghan,  distances  of 
from  8  to  10  miles,  without  either  rail  or 
tramway  accommodation  ;  and,  whether 
he  will  take  the  necessary  steps  to  cause 
an  additional  polling  station  to  be  held 
at  Tollyoorbetty  where  there  is  a  com- 
modioos  National  School  which  would 
•erre  the  purpose,  and  which  would  be 


within  five  miles  of  the  most  remote 
parts  of  the  district  ? 

The  ATTOENEY  GENEEAL  for 
IEELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) (who  replied)  said,  the  facts 
were  as  stated.  As  to  the  last  portion 
of  the  Question,  the  late  Law  Advisers 
had  advised  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
had  no  jurisdiction  to  add  a  new  polling 
station  by  varying  the  order.  He  was 
consulted  on  the  subject,  and  had  con- 
curred in  that  opinion. 

ARMY  (INDIA)— THE  TROOPS  AT 
QUETTA. 

Sir  GEOEOE  OAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &c.)  asked  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India,  Whether  there  has  been, 
and  is,  very  excessive  sickness  among  the 
Troops  at  Quetta ;  whether,  before  con- 
structing the  Eailways  to  the  Quetta 
District,  Her  Majesty's^Qovernment  took 
steps  to  satisfy  themselves  that  the 
climate  of  the  Oountry  at  and  about 
Quetta  was  favourable  for  the  location  of 
European  and  Native  Troops,  and  with 
what  result;  whether,  for  barr£u;ks  and 
offices,  large  sums  have  been  spent  at 
Quetta,  which  now  proves  to  be  un- 
healthy ;  whether  there  is  any  reason  to 
suppose  that  healthy  sites  may  be  found; 
and,  what  is  now  proposed  to  be  done  ? 

The  UNDEE  SEOEETAEY  of 
STATE  (Sir  John  Gorst)  (Ohatham) : 
Sir,  during  the  10  years,  1874  to  1883, 
there  was  no  excessive  sickness  at 
Quetta;  but  in  1884,  which  was  a  year 
of  abnormal  sickness  throughout  India, 
there  was.  The  Eeturns  for  1885  have 
not  yet  been  received.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  occupied  Quetta  and  made 
the  railways  on  political  rather  than 
sanitary  grounds.  Quetta  had  already 
been  occupied  in  the  fiist  Afghan  War, 
and  no  special  inquiry  into  the  climate 
was  therefore  necessary.  Large  sums 
have  been  spent  at  Quetta  on  barracks 
and  offices.  In  consequence  of  the  ab- 
normal sickness  of  1884,  the  Bombay 
Sanitary  Oommissioner  was  sent  to  visit 
Quetta  in  1885.  This  Eeport  is  now 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  India,  and  until  it  is  received 
at  the  India  Office,  I  am  unable  to 
answer  the  further  Questions. 

POST  OFFICE -TELEGRAPHIC  COM- 
MUNICATION WITH  AUSTRALIA. 
Sir  SAMUEL  WILSON  (Portsmouth) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
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nies,  "Whether,  in  view  of  the  unsatis- 
factory state  of  the  existing  telegraphic 
communication  between  this  Country  and 
Australia,  the  Government  will  consider 
the  question  of  an  alternative  route 
through  Canada,  with  a  cable  from  Van- 
couver City,  the  terminus  of  the  Cana- 
dian Pacific  Eailway,  to  Australia  ? 

The  SECEETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
E.  Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire,  Horncastle): 
The  subject  of  a  telegraphic  line  from 
Vancouver  to  Australia  has  been  brought 
under  our  notice  by  the  Government  of 
the  Dominion,  and  I  have  promised  to 
give  it  careful  consideration.  The  ex- 
pense involved  appears,  however,  to  be 
very  great ;  and  until  the  opinion  of  the 
Australasian  Colonies  upon  it  has  been 
ascertained  Her  Majesty's  Government 
will  not  be  in  a  position  to  form  any 
judgment  as  to  the  scheme. 

ARMY— CHARGES  AGAINST  THE 
ORDNANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

Major  EASCH  (Essex,  S.E.)  asked 
Mr.  Attorney  General,  Whether  his  at- 
tention has  been  called  to  a  statement 
by  Colonel  Hope,  in  a  letter  published 
in  The  Times  of  9th  September — 

**  That  the  Attorney  General  has  been  de- 
ceived and  misled  by  some  one  presumably  in 
the  incriminated  Department ;  ** 

and,  whether  he  is  able  to  give  any  ex- 
planation of  the  matter  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight) :  I 
must  refer  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
to  my  letter  which  appeared  in  The  Times 
of  Friday,  the  10th,  in  reply  to  that  of 
Colonel  Hope  of  the  9th  instant,  and  I 
can  give  no  explanation  of  the  matter,  ex- 
cept to  repeat  that  there  is  not  the  slight- 
est foundation  for  the  statement  from 
Colonel  Hope's  letter  quoted  in  the  Ques- 
tion of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member. 

Mr.  E.  ROBERTSON  (Dundee)  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  the  fol- 
lowing Question,  which  stood  on  the 
Paper  in  the  name  of  Captain  Selwyn  : — 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
a  letter  from  Colonel  Hope,  V.C,  in  The 
Times  of  9th  September ;  and,  whether 
it  is  a  fact,  as  stated  in  that  letter  by 
Colonel  Hope — 

**  That  he  made  charges  in  the  statement  that 
he  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
and  that  in  some  cases  he  gave  names,  dates, 
and  fall  details  ?  " 

The  secretary  op  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster) : 

Sir  Samuel  Wilson 


Does  the  hon.  Gentleman  ask  the  Qae8« 
tion  at  the  request  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  ? 

Mr.  E.  ROBERTSON :  No,  Sir. 

Mr.  W.  H.  smith  :  I  do  not  know 
what  the  practice  of  the  House  is ;  but 
I  am  quite  in  the  hands  of  the  House. 

Mr.  speaker  :  It  is  quite  unusual, 
according  to  the  practice  of  the  House, 
in  the  absence  and  without  the  sanotion 
of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member,  to  put 
the  Question. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT— GUNS— THE  ORD- 
NANCE SPECIAL  COMMITTEE. 

Sir  henry  TYLER  (Great  Tar- 
mouth)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  When  he  will  bo  prepared  to  state 
on  the  authority  of  the  Ordnance  Special 
Committee  with  Associated  Members, 
the  factor  of  safety  as  between  the  cal- 
culated bursting  strain  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  calculated  strain  with  serrice 
charges  on  the  other  hand,  of  the  gims 
that  burst  on  board  the  three  of  Her 
Majesty's  Ships  Active,  Thundn-er,  and 
Coliingwood;  and,  when  he  expects  to  be 
able  to  quote  the  opinion  of  the  same 
Committee  as  to  whether  ''jamming" 
of  the  shot  in  the  increasing  twist  of  the 
rifling  would  not  be  sufficient  to  account 
for  each  of  those  failures  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster) : 
With  reference  to  the  factor  of  safety  in 
the  Active^ s  and  the  Colling wood^s  guns, 
it  is  stated  in  the  Ordnance  Committee's 
Report  of  1883  that  the  factor  of  safety 
between  the  service  pressure  and  the 
bursting  pressure  should  be  four — ^that 
is,  that  the  maximum  working  pressure 
should  be  one-fourth  of  the  bursting 
pressure,  arrived  at  by  a  formula  in  use 
at  that  date,  and  the  service  chaims  of 
these  two  guns  were  regulated  by  the 
recommendation  of  the  same  Committee 
to  give  this  factor.  The  factor  of  safety 
on  the  Thunderer^  gun  has  not  been 
gone  into  by  the  Ordnance  Committee ; 
but,  calculated  on  the  same  bams  as  the 
factor  just  given,  is  also  four.  It  is  to 
be  noted  that  the  method  of  calculation 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem* 
ber  is  now  obsolete,  and  that  all  recent 
calculations  of  strength  bring  out  the 
relation  between  the  service  pressures 
and  the  pressure  which  would  strain  the 
gun  beyond  its  limit  of  elasticity.  With 
reference  to  the  second  portion  of  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member's  QaestioD,  the 


to  do  80,  when  he  clearly  gave  me  to  understand 
that  he  did.  In  fact,  old  M'Keon  Siiid  he  had 
come  up  from  Castlepollard  expressly  for  the 
purpose  with  him  (Lynch).  In  a  very  few 
minutes  after  this  I  saw  both  father  and  son 
together  in  a  room  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
building. 

"  Maurice  Fitzgerald,  Sergeant ;  " 

whether  it  was  subsequent  to  the  above 
interview   that    the    younger    M'Keon 
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accident  to  the  Active^ s  gun  was  referred  then  said  he  had  M'Keon's  son  there,  but  could 

to  a  special  Committee,  who  reported  ??,Vr*^V°^i,''''*  °^  ^'?L'  ^J?  v'-^T  *n®?. '*'n 

,,     .  .,  *^                 ,         xt-   1  XI.     i_       X   j'j  1  When  I  have  a  talk  with  him  it  will  be  all 

that  they  were  clear  that  the  burst  did  I  -^^^  ^^^  c  ^^t  me  have  a  talk  with  him  and  it 

not  arise  from  jamming  ;  and  the  spe-  will  be  all  right.'  I  asked  Lynch  if  he  meant 
cially- constituted  Ordnance  Committee 
subsequently  concurred  in  that  view. 
The  specially-constituted  Ordnance  Com- 
mittee have  also  assigned  causes  entirely 
unconnected  with  jamming  for  the  acci- 
dent to  the  Colling wood^ 8  gun.  The  case 
of  the  Thunderer* B  gun  was  not  laid  be- 
fore the  specially-constituted  Ordnance 
Committee;  but  it  formed  the  subject  of 

an  inquiry  conducted   by  two    special  made  his  third  deposition  of  the  17th  of 

Committees,  the  Reports  of  which  were  July,  in  which  he  swore  to  the  forma- 

presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  tion  of  the  conspiracy  at  the  house  of 

Both  Committees  agreed  in  attributing  the  widow  Fagan ;  whether  in  the  depo- 

the  accident  to  a  cause  quite  distinct  eition  of  the  17th  May  he  made  no  allu- 

from  jamming.     It  should  be  noted  that  eion  to  it,  and  on   the  27th  Juno   he 

in  the  Active's  and  the  Collinff  wood's  guns  merely  said — 

the  forward  portion  of  the  bore  where  ^  i  ^^  ^t  the  house  of  the  widow  Fagan  the 

the  burst  occurred  was  rifled  with  the  Friday  week  before  the  murder ;  " 

uniform  twist,  and,  therefore,  the  acci-  whether  it  was  upon  the  holding  of  this 

dents  could  not  be  attributable  to  the  n^eeting  the  whole    case    against    the 

jamming  of  the  shots  in  the  increasing  prisoners  hinged  ;  whether  he  is  aware 

^^^^**  that  one  of  the  jurors  who  convicted  the 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)-THE  V^'">°'^^lf  °»ado  the  following  statement 

wARHAVirrA    PRT<?nKFR«i  "^  *  letter  addressed  to  the  Rev.  John 

„    ^^xt^^i;^  PRISONEHS.  (,          ^^  CoUinstown,  in  the  county  of 

Mb^  TUITE  (Westmeath,  N.)  asked  Westmeath,  which  letter  has  been  pub- 

the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu-  Ughed  in  TA«  Freeman's  Journal.— 

tenant  of  Ireland,  Whether,  during  the  „^.           ,    •»  x-     •    ^  ^-     ^u  »  t       u 

.  .  1       »  . , •    '  _      «i '  J  _:4ir "  I  have  no  hesitauon  in  statins' that  I  would 

tnalsof  the  prisoners  charged  With  con-  j^^^^  acquitted  the  prisoners  if*^it  had  been 

spiracy  to  murder  at  Barbavilla,  m  the  proved  on  their  behalf  that  the  M'Keons  had 

county  of  Westmeath,  on  the  police  being  an  opportunity  of  communicating  with  one  an- 

cross  examined  as  to  the  facilities  af-  other  while  in  the  hands  of  the  police ;  " 

forded  the   M'Keons,  the  chief  Crown  whether  it  was  proved  at  the  trials  that 

witnesses,  to  meet  and  confer,  privately  the  M'Keons  were  men  of  disreputable 

or  otherwise,  before  the  second  informa-  character ;  and,  whether,  having  regard 

tion  was  made  by  the  younger  M'Keon,  to  the  above  facts,  and  to  the  evidence 

Judge  Lawson  made  use  of  the  following  offered  by  the  Rev.  John  Curry,  estab- 

observation  : —  lishing  the  innocence  of  the  prisoners, 

*"  To  insinuate,' said  he,  *  that  the  M'Keons  he  will  cause  a  sworn  inquiry  into  the 

bad  interviews  while  in  the  hands  of  the  police,  means  by   which  the  convictions  were 

is  to  insinuate  that  the  very  sources  of  justice  obtained  ? 

« iSj^St^l  -■  **^°'*^  **"*  ■'"'""*"*"'  *"  Mr.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  (Westmeath, 


Uie  Constabulary  force,  has  made  the  ^"^'^^  l^rTw^\-T     'a       ,      '' 

-  „      .        A,  I,  ^"^  4.      I.'  u  1       w^      *  aware  that  after  the  trials  and  sentences 

flowing  statement,  which  he  offers  to  on  the  prisoners  were  carried  out,  Patrick 

rm  upon          .  Cole,  one  of  the  principal  witnesses  for 

"On  a  morning  imme^ately  after   young  ^he  Crown,  made  a  declaration  in  the 

IC'Keon  waa  brought  from  Glonmel  to  witnesses  ,.'  i       ^x     "a.  i.^*" 

depdt,  hJieBB  bSought  me  at  an  early  hour  presence  ot  a  number  of  witnesses,  stating 

£iom  another  part  of  the  city  towards  the  depot,  that  the  evidence  given  by  him  on  the 

I  came  up  to  old  M*Keon  and  Head  Constable  trials  was  false  ? 

Ljadi.  who  were  standing  about  ten  or  fifteen  The    ATTOENEY    GENERAL    FOR 

ymria  ^om  the  depdt.    We  spoke  to  each  other,  IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 

and  the  oonvagraation  tamed  on  the  Barbavilla  -x  n  /    i.^         i-  j\       -j     t  i. 

Lyndi  said  Pat  (meanmg  M'Keon,  then  versity)  (who  replied)  said  :  I  have  no 

'^  was  tr>nDg  to  help  him  with  it.    He  report  of  what  Mr.  Justice  Lawson  said 
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duriugthe  trial;but  I  am  informed  that  refused  to  the  Dispensary  Medical  Offi- 
lie  made  somo  auoh  observation  as  that  |  cer ;  and,  whether  he  will  state  the  n 
quoted  when,  in  reply  to  a  question  put 
Dj  him.  Head  Ooastable  Lynch  stated 
tbat  the  M'Keons  had  no  opportunity  of 
meeting  before  young  M'KeoQ  made  a 
certain  statement  to  the  constable  in 
Clonmel.  He  could  hardly,  however, 
have  conveyed  that  they  had  not  at  any 
time  had  opportunities  of  communicating, 
as  it  was  wiown  that  such  opportunities 
existed  after  a  certain  period.  I  have 
read  in  a  letter  of  the  Eev.  John  Curry 
that  Sergeant  Fitzgerald  made  the  state- 
ment referred  to ;  but  I  have  not  been 
able  to  learn  anything  more  about  it, 
beyond  that  it  is  not  consistent  with 
other  matters  reported  to  me.  It  was 
proved  at  the  trial  that  young  M'Keon's 
character  was  bad;  but  nothing  disrepu- 
table was  alleged,  as  far  as  I  am  aware, 
against  the  old  man.  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  consider  any  ap- 
plication made  to  him  for  the  remission 
of  punishment,  and  to  inquire  into  the 
circumstances  on  which  it  is  based.  This 
duty  he  will  always  be  ready  to  perform; 
but  he  has  no  power  to  direct  any  kind 
of  sworn  inquiry.  In  answer  to  the  fur- 
ther Question  put  by  the  hon.  Member 
opposite  (Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivan),  I  have 
only  to  say  that  on  the  first  trial  the  man 
Cole  was  not  examined  at  all.  He  was 
examined  on  the  second  trial,  and  I  be- 
lieve it  is  a  fact  that  he  subsequently 
made  a  statement  that  there  was  no  truth 
in  hie  evidence. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast.  W.,  and 
Sligo,  8.)  asked  if  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  was  aware  that  Ser- 
geant Fitzgerald  was  in  the  police 
force  ? 

Mu.  HOLMEIS  replied,  that  Sergeant 
Fitzgerald  was  in  the  police  force. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  Has  Sergeant  Fitz- 
gerald himself  been  asked? 

Mit.  HOLMES  :  My  recollection  is 
that  he  was  aakod;  but,  although  I  have 
communicated  with  the  Constabulary  by 
wire,  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain 
whether  he  has  been  recently  asked  or 
not. 


sons  for  this  departure  from  custom  bj 
the  police  authorities  ? 

Thb     chief     secretary    (Sir 

Michael    Hioks-Beach)   (Bristol,  W,), 

in  reply,  said,  he  had  already  anawerea 

the  Question.  He  had  already  explained 

that  the  Inspector  General  sought  the 

most  eligible  pTofessiooal  man  who  was 

capable  of  performing  the  duties.     Li 

ise  it  was  found  desirable  to  sdcure 

arvices  of  someone  of  more  expe- 

I  than  the  Dispensary  Medical  Offl- 

ho  had  only  a  few  weeks  bafors 

obtained  hia  diploma. 

PEISONS  (IRELAND)  ACT,  1877— KE- 
FDNDING    CERTAIN    LEVIES. 

Mr.  cox  (Clare,  E.)  (for  Mr.  Dkast) 
(Mayo,  W.)  asked  Mr.  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland,  Whether  the  sums  declared 
by  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  in  1883 
to  have  been  illegally  levied  on  countiea 
in  Ireland  under  "The  Prisons  (Ire- 
land) Act,  1677,"  have  yet  been  zo- 
funded  F 

The  attorney  GENERAL  tor 
IRELAND  (Mr.  HoLiiEs)  (Dublin  Tni- 
versity),  in  reply,  said,  he  was  not  aware 
of  any  proceedings  in  which  the  Court  ot 
Queen's  Bench  declared  that  any  suma 
were  illegally  levied  in  counties  in  Ire- 
land  under  the  Prisons  (Ireland)  Act, 
1877. 

IRISH  RIFLE  OLUBS  (BELFAST,  ic.) 
-FIBIKQ    PRACTICE. 

Mk.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.,  and  SHgo, 
S. )  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
What  is  the  result  of  bis  inquiry  into 
the  questions  raised  in  the  House  con- 
cerning  rifle  clubs  in  Belfast  and  other 
places  in  Ireland,  especially  as  to  the 
supply  of  ammunition  from  such  clubs 
to  Her  Sfajesty's  Stores,  and  the  permis- 
sion given  to  members  of  such  clubs  to 
practice  firing  at  ranges  in  Military  Bar- 
racks, under  the  supervision  of  Military 
Sergeants  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand,  Wostminster) : 
In  answer  to  the  hon.  Member,  I  have 
to  say  that  recommendations  ttom  the 
Lord   Lieutenant   and    from    the  War 


ROYAL  IHISU  CUKSTABDLARY-TIIE 
MEDICAL  ADVISER  AT  CASTLEBAR. 
Mr.  COX  (Clare,  E.)  (for  Mr.  Deasy) 
(Mayo,  W.)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  I  OGGce  are  necessary  in  each  case  before 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whe-  the  requisitions  are  complied  with.  I 
ther  the  position  of  Medical  Adviser  to  i  have  ascertained  that  in  some  initaaiwe 
the  Constabulary  at  Caatlebar  has  been  I  Government  ranges  have  been  ated,  and 
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that  non-cominisaioned  officers  have  as- 
sisted in  the  matches. 

Mb.  sexton  :  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  not  answered  my  Question. 
"What  I  wished  to  elicit  was,  what  deter- 
mination hare  the  QDvemment  come  to 
with  regard  to  the  continuance  of  the 
system  f 

Mb.  "W.  H.  smith  :  The  hon,  Mem- 
ber will  see  that  he  did  not  ask  that 
Question ;  but  I  will  look  into  the 
subject. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  he  would  raise 
the  question  on  the  Vote  for  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's  Household. 

FACTOBT  ACTS-INSPECTORSHIPS. 

Mr.  BYEON  reed  (Bradford,  E.) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  Whetberthe  number 
of  Her  Majesty'slnspectorsof  Factories 
is  adequate  to  the  duties  which  these 
officers  are  called  upon  to  perform  ;  and, 
il  not,  whether  the  Government  will 
take  the  necossary  steps  to  pTovide  a 
BufEicient  increase  in  the  staff;  and,  in 
the  event  of  such  increase  being  found 
necessary,  will  the  GoTSmmeut  appoint, 
as  far  as  may  be  possible,  working  men 
to  the  Inspectorships? 

The  SEOHETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Uatthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  No  offi- 
cial representation  has  been  made  by 
the  Factory  Department  at  the  Home 
Office  that  the  number  of  Factory  In- 
apectots  is  inadoquate  to  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duties ;  and  although 
various  Trade  Councils  have  requested 
that  the  number  should  be  increased,  I 
do  not  think  the  Treasury  can  be  asked 
to  charge  the  public  funds  with  an  in- 
ereaaed  expenditure  in  this  Department 
until  it  is  clearly  shown  by  experience 
that  the  present  staff,  if  properly  dis- 
tributed, IS  unable  to  satisfy  the  require- 
ments oi  the  Factory  Acts  in  a  manner 
practically  sufficient.  If  an  increase  is 
found  neoessary  the  Government  will 
fnlly  consider  the  claims  of  working  men 
to  be  appointed  Inspoctore. 

BEGISTBATION    OF    ELBOTOBS    (IRE- 
LAND)—BOnTH     XrKONE     REVI- 
SION CODBT. 
lU.   F.  O'BBIEN  (Monagfaan,  N.) 
aaked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Iiord 
lientenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  he  is 
awaie,  in  South  Tyrone  Bevision  Court, 
daring  its  sitting   on   Thursday   last. 
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claims  were  lodged  for  a  large  number 

of  persons  whose  names  were  already 
on  the  voters'  lists  ;  whether  it  is  alleged 
the  said  claims  were  lodged  by  the  repre- 
sentatiTBB  of  the  Orange  Unionist  party, 
who  admitted,  through  their  solicitor  in 
court,  that  they  claimed  for  these  people 
because  they  were  Protestants,  and 
therefore  assumed  that  they  were  poli- 
tical supporters  of  theirs ;  whether,  on 
learning  that  the  persons  so  claimed  for 
were  supporters  of  Mr.  William  O'Brien 
at  the  last  and  preceding  General  Elec- 
tions, the  agents  above  referred  to  lodged 
objectionsto  these  same  people;  whether 
the  Bevising  Barrister  condemned  the 
practice  when  brought  under  his  notice  ; 
and,  whether  the  Government  will  so 
amend  the  Begistration  Act  as  to  pro- 
vent  such  vexatious  interference  with 
the  rights  of  the  people  in  future  ?  The 
hou.  Gentleman  also  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  following  Question,  of 
which  he  hadgivenhimpriyateNotice  ; — 
Whether  it  is  true,  as  alleged,  that  dur- 
ing the  sitting  of  the  East  Tyrone  Bevi- 
sion  Court,  on  Thursday  last,  Dr.  Magill, 
J.P.,  Mr.  Eobert  King,  J.P.,  and  other 
gentlemen,  who  might  be  described  as 
belonging  to  the  landlord  class,  occupied 
seats  on  the  Bench  ;  whether,  while  two 
bailiffs  named  Aberneathy  and  Devlin, 
were  being  examined  in  support  of  ob- 
jections lodged  by  the  Orange  landlord 
and  Unionist  party  against  a  number  of 
farmers  and  labourers,  claimants  for  the 
franchise,  the  Bevising  Barrister  ob- 
served that  the  above-named  occupants 
of  the  Bench  were  prompting  the  wit- 
nesses, and  forthwith  ordered  them  to 
leave  the  Bench ;  whether  he  does  not 
consider  the  presence  of  landlords  or 
their  satellites  on  the  Bench  in  Bevision 
Courts  calculated  to  intimidate  and  pre- 
vent farmers  and  labourers  from  secur- 
ing the  franchise  ;  and  will  he  take  care 
that  such  people  are  not  allowed  to  oo- 

ipy  the  Bench  under  such  circumstances 
future;  whether  he  will  consider  it 
his  duty  to  bring  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Magill  and  Mr.  King  in  this  matter 
under  the  notice  of  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
with  a  view  to  their  removal  from  the 
Commission  of  the  Peace  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) (who  replied)  said:  Th&  Go- 
vernment has  no  means  of  learning  what 
occurs  in  a  Revision  Court  beyond  what 
appears  in  the  newspapers.    The  only 
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thing  that  I  know  of  the  matter  is  what 
I  read  in  Th$  Freeman's  Journal  ofFrideLj  * 
last.  The  only  practice  which,  according 
to  that  report,  was  condemned  by  the 
Bevising  Barrister  was  the  practice  of 
using  names  without  authority.  The 
Question  cannot  be  accurate  in  suggest- 
ing that  objections  were  lodged  during 
the  revision,  as  this  would  be  contrary 
to  law.  In  answer  to  the  Question  of 
which  the  hon.  Member  has  given  private 
Notice,  I  have  to  say  that  I  am  informed 
that  no  magistrate  sat  on  the  Bench  at 
the  Hevision  Sessions ;  but  that  a  magis- 
trate called  Eobert  King  sat  for  a  time 
in  the  Begistrar's  seat,  and  on  his 
speaking  to  a  witness  the  Eevising  Bar- 
rister directed  him  to  leave  the  Court. 
Magistrates  and  landlords  have  the  same 
right's,  neither  more  nor  less,  than  other 
persons  in  Revision  Courts. 

LIGHTHOUSE  ILLUMIN  ANTS -EXPERT- 
MENTS  AT  THE  SOUTH  FORELAND. 
Mr.  ARTHUR  O^CONNOR  (Donegal, 
E.)  asked  the  Parliamentary  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether  the  I 
object  of  the  experiments  conducted  by  j 
the  Trinity  House  at  the  South  Foreland  I 
was  to  ascertain  whether  oil,  gas,  or 
electricity  is  the  best  illuminant  for 
lighthouses;  whether,  in  these  trials, 
the  best  form  of  oil  light  and  the  best 
form  of  electric  light  were  tried,  and 
whether  a  trial  was  refused  to  the  double 
quadriform,  the  best  form  of  gas  light ; 
whether  the  reasons  given  for  refusing 
a  trial  to  the  double  quadriform  gas  light 
are  not  completely  sot  aside  by  Professor 
Barrett's  description  to  the  Royal  Dublin 
Society  of  the  light  and  its  performance ; 
whether  that  description  plainly  indi- 
cates that  the  advantage  of  increasing 
the  light  to  double  its  power,  claimed 
for  the  gas  system,  cannot  be  obtained 
by  the  oil  system ;  and,  whether  it  is 
expedient  that  this  question  should  be 
tested  by  practical  trial  ? 

The  SECRETARY  (Baron  Hexky 
De  Worms)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth): 
The  object  of  the  recent  experiments  by 
the  Trinity  House  at  the  South  Foreland 
was  to  ascertain  the  relative  value  of 
the  three  lighthouse  illuminants  named. 
The  best  adopted  forms  of  lighthouse 
electric  and  oil  lights  were  tried ;  also 
the  best  form  of  gaslight  yet  adopted  as 
an  illuminant  by  any  general  lighthouse 
authority.  The  Board  of  Trade  are 
not  aware  that  the  double  quadriform 

J/)'.  Holmes 


is  the  best  form  of  gasli^i^ht,  and  no 
lighting  authority  has  yet  applied  to 
them  for  sanction  to  its  adoption.  The 
reason  for  not  trying  other  lights  than 
those  experimented  with  was,  as  stated 
in  an  answer  given  to  the  hon.  Member 
by  my  Predecessor  on  the  17th  of  June 
last,  and  I  am  still  advised,  that  the 
value  of  the  double  quadriform.  gaslight 
can  be  calculated  from  the  results 
already  obtained.  Professor  Barrett 
stated  his  opinion  that  the  high  tem- 
perature within  the  lantern  when  double 
quadriform  lights  were  burning  would 
be  fatal  to  the  employment  of  mineral 
oil.  The  Board  of  Trade  are  of  opinion 
that  no  further  trials  are  necessary  to 
demonstrate  the  possibility  of  inoreasiDg 
the  intensity  of  the  various  illuminants 
to  the  highest  power  required  by  the 
mariner.  Since  the  experiments  were 
completed,  the  lighthouse  authorities 
have  devised,  and  the  Board  of  Trade 
have  sanctioned,  both  gas  and  oil  lights 
of  about  equal  intensity  to  the  doable 
quadriform  gaslight  referred  to,  with  a 
lower  temperature  inside  the  lantern. 

ARMS  (IRELAND)  ACT— HOUSE  SEARCH 
AT  BALLYRUSH,  CO.  SLIGO. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.,  and 
Sligo,  S.)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whe- 
ther, at  12  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the 
29th  of  June  last,  District  Inspector 
Smith,  of  Hiverstown,  county  oligo, 
accompanied  by  Acting  Sergeant  Glen- 
non  and  a  constable,  demanded  admis- 
sion to  the  house  of  Mr.  Willis,  Ballj- 
rush,  and,  having  entered  the  house, 
proceeded  to  search  it ;  whether  District 
Inspector  Smith  unlocked,  by  means  of 
a  key  which  he  had  brought  with  him, 
a  box,  the  property  of  the  Ballymsh 
Branch  of  the  Irish  National  League*, 
and  examined  the  papers  contained  in 
it ;  and,  what  were  the  reasons  and 
authority  for.  this  proceeding  ? 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
vcrsity)  (who  replied)  said:  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  statements  in  the  Ques* 
tion  are  substantially  correct.  The  Sub- 
Inspector  reports  that  he  acted  under 
the  authority  of  a  warrant  to  search  for 
specimens  of  handwriting  given  bj 
Colonel  Ffolliott,  a  magistrate.  I  may 
add  that  I  do  not  understand,  and  am 
not  satisfied  with,  this  explanation,  and 
I  have  asked  for  a  copy  of  tlie  warrant 
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and  the  information,  if  any,  on  whioh 
it  was  based.  I  intend  to  inyestigate 
the  matter  fully. 

Mb.  sexton  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  lay  a  copy  of 
the  warrant  on  the  Table  of  the  House  ? 

Mb.  holmes  :  As  I  have  not  seen 
tbe  document  I  am  not  prepared  to 
answer  that  Question. 

INDIA— THE  CIVIL  SERVICE— THE 
COMMITTEE  OF  INQUIRY. 

Sib  ROPEE  LETHBEIDGE  (Ken- 
sington, N.)  asked  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  India,  "Whether  the  inquiry 
into  the  Civil  Services,  stated  now  to  be 
taking  place  in  India,  is  conducted  by  a 
Committee  composed  almost  exclusively 
of  covenanted  officials;  whether  any 
and  what  facilities  are  offered  by  this 
Committee  for  the  public  expression  and 
examination  of  the  opinions  of  members 
of  the  uncovenanted  Civil  Services,  and 
of  the  Natives  of  India  generally;  and, 
whether  any  intimation  has  been  re- 
ceived by  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
either  officially  or  through  the  Indian 
Press,  that  this  Committee  does  not 
command  the  confidence  either  of  un- 
covenanted civil  officers  or  of  the  Native 
public  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  John  Qobst)  (Chatham)  : 
Sir,  the  inquiry  in  India  into  the 
Civil  Services  will  be  conducted  by  a 
Commission;  but  no  intimation  as  to 
its  actual  composition  has  been  yet  re- 
ceived by  the  Secretary  of  State.  It  is 
intended  that  some  of  its  members  shall 
be  Natiyes,  and  that  it  shall  extend  its 
inqoiries  over  various  parts  of  India, 
and  among  all  classes  of  the  people.  No 
intimation  has  been  received  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government  of  any  want  of 
confidence  in  the  proposed  Commission. 
The  Secretary  of  State  has  received  no 
information  as  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  Finance  Committee  at  Bombay  last 
week;  but  this  Finance  Committee  is 
not  identical  with  the  Commission  for 
inquiry  into  the  Civil  Service. 

PIEBS    AND   HAEBOTJRS   (IRELAND)  — 
CAPPAGH  PIER,  KILRUSH. 

Mb.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  If  the  Kilrush  Town  Com- 
missioners are  now  an  urban  sanitary 
authority ;  if,  as  such,  they  should  have 
eharge  of  the  Cappagh  Pier,  Kilrush ; 


if  the  Board  of  Trade  has  been  com- 
municated with  repeatedly  on  the 
matter ;  if,  up  to  the  present,  no  satis- 
factory reply  or  information  has  been 
received ;  and,  if  the  Department  will 
be  instructed  at  once  to  perfect  the 
arrangements  by  which  the  pier  will  be 
handed  over  to  the  Kilrush  Commis- 
sioners ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) (who  replied)  said,  that  a  draft 
order  framed  by  counsel  for  transferring 
power  to  the  Kilrush  Town  Commis- 
sioners could  be  completed  in  a  few 
days. 

CRIME  AND  OUTRAGE  (IRELAND) -THE 
RIOTS  AT  BELFAST  —  COMPENSA- 
TION FOR  DAMAGE  TO  THE  ROYAL 
HOSPITAL. 

Me.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.,  and 
Sligo,  S.)  asked  the  noble  Lord  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  If  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  sub- 
mit a  Supplementary  Estimate  for  a 
grant  in  aid  of  the  Royal  Hospital  at 
Belfast ;  and,  if  so»  whether  the  amount 
of  the  Vote  would  be -the  amount  in- 
curred by  the  treatment  of  persons  in- 
jured during  the  riots  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  OF  theEXCHE- 
QUER  (Lord  Randolph  Chukchill) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  The  hon.  Member 
will  recollect  that  what  I  stated  was  this — 
that  if  the  Irish  Authorities  should  be 
of  opinion  that  the  grant  should  be 
allowed,  I  would  bring  the  matter  be- 
fore the  Treasury.  The  Treasury  would 
be  prepared  to  give  it  every  considera- 
tion. But,  so  far,  the  Irish  Office  has 
made  no  communication  on  the  subject. 

Mb.  sexton  :  Will  the  noble  Lord 
have  any  objection  to  communicate  with 
the  Irish  Office  ? 

LoBD  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL : 
I  think  the  hon.  Member  is  a  far  greater 
adept  in  the  art  of  setting  the  Irish 
Office  in  motion  than  I  am. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
(Bristol,  W.)  confessed  he  had  heard  the 
statement  of  his  noble  Friend  with  con- 
siderable satisfaction,  because  it  held 
out  some  hope  of  liberal  treatment  on 
the  part  of  the  Treasury,  which  would 
be  very  agreeable  to  him  in  the  future. 
He  would  look  into  the  matter  again, 
in  order  to  see  what  course  he  could  re- 
commend   to    the    Treasury.     But  he 
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should  like  to  say  that,  as  at  present  ad- 
vised, it  seemed  to  him  not  right  to  re- 
commend the  Treasury  to  submit  a  Vote 
to  the  House  to  make  a  grant  in  aid  of 
the  Bojal  Hospital  in  Belfast  for  treat- 
ing the  inhabitants  of  Belfast,  who  had 
themselves  been  presumably  concerned 
in  the  riots,  and  had  been  admitted  into 
the  hospital  in  consequence.  There  might 
be  cases  in  which  some  grant  might  be 
made  to  the  Eoyal  Hospital  in  Belfast 
if  the  constabulary  and  military  had 
been  treated  in  that  hospital.  He 
would  endeavour  to  make  himself  ac- 
quainted with  the  facts,  and  if  he  could 
see  his  way  to  do  so,  he  would  make  a 
recommendation  to  that  effect. 

CHANNEL  FISHERIES— FISHERIES 

REGULATION,    1843— DETENTION  OF 

ENGLISH  FISHING  SMACKS  AT  HAVRE. 

Mr.  EOUND  (Essex,  N.E.,  Harwich) 
asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  Whether  he  could  give 
the  House  any  information  respecting 
the  case  of  the  1 1  fishing  smacks,  chiefly 
belonging  to  the  Eiver  Oolne,  detained 
at  Havre  for  nearly  a  week;  what 
charge  was  brought  against  them ;  and, 
what  steps  Her  Majesty's  Government 
were  taking  in  the  matter  ? 

The  UNDEE  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  (Man- 
Chester,  N.E.) :  Certain  English  fishing 
smacks  entered  the  port  of  Havre  to 
pass  there  Sunday,  the  5th  instant.  By 
the  Convention  of  1843,  regulating  fish- 
ing in  the  British  Channel,  British  fish- 
ing boats  are  only  allowed  to  enter 
French  ports  in  bad  weather.  The 
weather  was  fine  on  the  5th instant,  and 
therefore  these  fishermen  acted  against 
this  regulation.  We  are  also  informed 
that  these  boats  are  accused  of  having 
gathered  oysters  in  French  waters,  ana 
transferred  them  to  other  vessels  at  sea. 
It  appears  that  the  observance  of  the  rule 
against  entering  French  ports  has  not 
been  enforced  for  several  years,  and 
that  this  presumably  has  been  to  the 
benefit  of  the  provision  trade  at  French 
ports.  The  Board  of  Trade,  however, 
in  consequence  of  this  action  of  the 
authorities  at  Havre,  will  issue  a  notice 
to  British  fishermen  not  to  enter  French 
ports  except  in  stress  of  weather ;  and 
Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Paris  has 
been  instructed  to  take  such  action  as  he 
properly  can  on  behalf  of  the  fisher- 
men in  question. 

Sir  Michael  Mich-Beach 


ORDER  fi  OF  TEE  LA  T. 


SUPPLY— CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 

Supply — considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  II. — Salaries  and  Expensbs  of 

Civil  Departments. 

(1.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pio- 

posed, 

<<  That  a  Bum,not  exceeding  £l0,043,be  granted 
to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  snai  neoes- 
sary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  oome  in 
coarse  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  3lHt  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Office  of  Her  Majesty's 
Woods,  Forests,  and  Land  Reyenaes,  and  of 
the  Office  of  Land  Revenne  Records  and  In- 
rolments." 

Mr.  CLANCY  (DubUn  Co.,  N.) :  I 
wish  to  draw  attention  to  the  figures 
given  by  the  Commissioners  of  Woods 
and  Forests  with  regard  to  the  income 
derived  from  the  woods  and  forests, 
and  the  expenditure  incurred  upon  them. 
I  think  the  figures  are  somewhat  extra- 
ordinary, and  deserve  the  closest  atten- 
tion of  those  who  desire  to  see  the  public 
money  applied  to  some  useful  purpose 
and  not  absolutely  wasted.  I  find  that 
the  total  receipts  for  Windsor  Parks  and 
Woods  was  £4,335  17«.  8i.,  and  the  total 
expenditure  £23,681  18«.  2i.,  showing 
an  excess  of  expenditure  over  income  of 
£19,346  04.  6i.  For  the  New  Forest, 
the  total  receipts  were  £12,215  9«.  IM., 
and  the  expenditure  £11,401  10«.  \\i. 
For  Dean  Forest,  the  total  receipts  were 
£7,677  7<.  7<f.,  and  the  ezpenditan 
£6,503  17«.  %d.  For  the  High- 
meadow  Woods,  the  total  receipts  were 
£1,869  4«.  lld.f  and  the  ezpenditoM 
£1,608  llf.U.  FortheAliceHolt Woods, 
the  total  receipts  were  £1,468  12«.  Zi.^ 
and  the  expenditure  £896  17«.  4il.  For 
the  Woolmer  Estate,  the  total  receipts 
were  £1,081  12«.  6<f.,  and  the  ezpendi* 
ture  £  1 66  U.  And  for  the  Bere  Woodsy 
the  total  receipts  were  £1,315  le.ii.  and 
the  expenditure  £922  4«.  ^d.  The  total 
receipts  for  all  these  parks  and  forests 
amounted  to  £26,351  19«.  \d,^  and  the 
expenditure  to  £22,007  0«.  5</.,  learing 
an  excess  of  receipts  of  £4,244  18t.  %d.^ 
which  is  carried  to  the  credit  of  the 
country.  That  seems  to  me  to  be  a  most 
extraordinary  result,  and  one  that  re* 
quires  some  explanation  in  defence  of 
the  Vote  on  behalf  of  the 
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of  Woods  and  Forests,  and  unless  there 
is  a  satisfactory  explanation,  I  shall  feel 
disposed  to  move  the  reduction  of  the 
Vote  hy  the  amount  of  the  salary  of  the 
Commissioners.  Allow  me  also  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the 
Beport  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor 
General  in  reference  to  the  accounts  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests 
of  last  year.  In  the  first  place,  I  must 
say  that  the  way  in  which  these  Reports 
are  laid  before  the  House  is  most  incon- 
venient. They  may  be  produced  at  any 
time  within  three  months  of  the  dlst 
of  March — that  is  to  say,  the  autumn 
may  have  been  reached  before  they  are 
presented  ;  they  then  take  some  time  to 
print,  and  by  the  time  they  are  submitted 
to  Parliament  the  Estimates  have  been 
passed  and  there  is  no  possibility  of 
checking  the  accounts  for  that  year.  Ac- 
cording to  the  Beport  last  published  there 
are  several  things  in  regard  to  this  Vote 
which  require  explanation,  and  I  trust 
that  the  hon.  OenUeman  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  being  the  official  who  is 
responsible,  will  endeavour  to  explain 
them.  They  include  a  receipt  for 
£20,000  from  the  South-Eastern  Bail- 
way  Company  for  the  purchase  money 
of  Sandgate  Castle,  and  upon  that  item 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General 
remarks,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  whether 
interest  is  not  payable  on  the  purchase 
money  between  the  dates  of  the  sale  and 
the  completion  of  the  purchase — 
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*<  I  am  informed  that  it  could  not  be  ascer- 
tained that  there  was  a  binding  contract  for  the 
sale  until  the  purchase  was  completed." 

There  is  no  charge  for  the  demolition  of 
Sandgate  Castle,  or  for  the  erection  of 
new  works ;  but  there  are  some  items 
in  reference  to  the  expenditure  on  Sand- 
gate  Castle  in  the  earlier  Votes.  The 
Comptroller  and  Auditor  General  says — 

'*  I  am  of  opinion,  in  the  absence  of  any  ex- 
planation to  the  contrary,  that  the  surplus  should 
b«paid  over  to  the  Exchequer.'* 

He  goes  on  to  say — 

'*  ^  my  Report  on  the  accounts  last  year,  I 
called  attention  to  Uie  practice  adopted  by  the 
Grown  Receivers,  of  applying  rent  received 
from  ordinary  tenants  towards  the  expenses  of 
carrying  on  farms  in  hand,  and  I  expressed  a 
hope  that  this  objectionable  practice  would  1)6 
abandoned,  but  it  has  not  been  abandoned.*' 

The  Comptroller  and  Auditor  Goneral 
adds — 


4< 


Although  it  is  only  a  small  amount,  this 
pnMstioe  oaa  onty  result  in  easting  a  doubt  upon 


the  accuracy  of  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the 
Receiver." 

Now,  these  balance-sheets  are  pre- 
sented to  the  Committee,  and  we  are 
asked  to  accept  them  as  containing  a  pro- 
per account  of  the  income  and  expendi- 
ture of  this  Department;  whereas  it  turns 
out  from  the  remarks  of  the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor  General  that  they  are  no- 
thing of  the  kind,  and  the  objectionable 
practice  which  he  has  pointed  out,  instead 
of  having  been  abandoned  after  atten- 
tion was  called  to  it,  has  gone  on  now  for 
two  years  in  succession.  I  think  it  is 
high  time  that  some  attempt  should  be 
made  to  deal  with  the  matter  and  put  a 
stop  to  a  practice  which  misleads  Par- 
liament, and  may  lead  to  the  misappro- 
priation of  the  public  money.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  all  this  arises  from  the 
fact  that  Members  of  the  Government 
perform  their  duties  in  this  and  many 
other  matters  in  a  very  perfunctory 
manner.  These  Beports  are  presented  to 
Parliament  year  after  year ;  they  cost  a 
great  deal  of  money  to  prepare,  present, 
and  circulate,  and  the  net  result  seems  to 
be  nothing  at  all,  as  the  Members  of  the 
Government  do  not  seem  to  pay  the  least 
attention  to  them,  and  wink  at  the  mal- 
practices of  gentlemen  who  have  failed 
to  do  their  duty.  I  should  like  to  know 
from  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
whether  the  Beport  made  by  the  Comp- 
troller and  Auditor  General  last  year 
was  brought  under  his  notice  or  the 
notice  of  his  Predecessor,  and,  if  so, 
whether  any  action  was  taken  upon  it  ? 
There  is  another  paragraph  in  this  Be- 
port which  refers  to  another  matter,  but 
which  I  think  deserves  the  careful  con- 
sideration of  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury. In  the  early  part  of  last  year 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General 
says — 

*'  Oases  occurred  in  which  an  account  of  cer- 
tain public  monies  was  not  returned  to  me." 

They  had  relation  to  the  Crown  rents, 
and  on  writing  to  the  Beceiver,  Mr. 
Clutton,  on  the  6th  March,  1885,  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor  General  ob- 
tained not  only  a  refusal  to  hand  over 
his  bank  pass-books  in  reference  to  the 
appropriation  of  this  money,  but  a 
statement  that  the  money  itself  had  been 
incorporated  by  the  Beceiver  of  Crown 
rents  in  the  banking  account  of  his 
firm — namely,  that  of  Messrs.  Clutton. 
Mr.  Clutton  says — 
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*'  I  have  not,  and  never  have  had,  any  sepa- 
rate account,  and  I  cannot  therefore  produce 
the  pass-book  as  requested." 

This  gentleman  is  so  high  and  mighty 
in  himself,  and  so  thoroughly  indepen- 
dent of  the  Goyernment,  that  when 
called  upon  for  an  explanation  of  these 
accounts,  he  returns  a  most  jaunty  reply, 
which  amounts  in  fact,  to  a  virtual  nega- 
tive. I  commend  this  reply  to  the  Trea- 
sury, and  the  part  which  concerns  the 
Treasury  is  the  intimation  from  the 
Comptroller  and-  Auditor  General  that 
he  at  once  communicated  the  reply  of 
Mr.  Glutton  to  the  Treasury — a  reply 
which  I  cannot  help  looking  upon  as 
not  only  unsatisfactory  but  even  im- 
pudent. In  December  last,  the  Comp- 
troller and  Auditor  General  refers  to 
the  same  matter  again,  and  he  states 
that  he  had  not  yet  received  any  inti- 
mation that  Mr.  Glutton  had  accepted 
the  invitation  addressed  to  him,  and  he 
adds — 

*<  I  am  still  without  the  evidence  which  would 
be  afforded  by  the  bank  pass-book  to  show 
whether  the  amount  in  the  hands  of  the  Re- 
ceivers is  correct." 

There  can  be  very  little  doubt  now  as 
to  who  is  the  real  master  of  the  Trea- 
sury. It  appears  to  be  Mr.  Glutton, 
the  Eeceiver  of  the  Crown  Eents.  All 
the  officials  bow  their  heads  before  the 
great  Mr.  Glutton,  and  when  he  is  asked 
to  give  an  account  of  the  public  money 
received  by  him,  and  to  show  his  pass- 
book to  satisfy  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor  General  of  the  correctness  of 
his  statements,  he  simply  declines  to 
do  anything  of  the  kind,  and  tells  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor  General  that 
he  keeps  the  account  mixed  up  with  the 
private  money  of  his  own  firm.  He 
further  implies  that  if  the  authorities  do 
not  like  that  arrangement,  they  may  do 
what  they  like  in  the  matter.  When 
I  find  that  conduct  of  this  character  is 
tolerated  by  the  Treasury,  I  can  only 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  respon- 
sible Ministers  of  the  Grown,  to  whom 
the  Irish  people  will  have  to  pay  atten- 
tion in  future,  are  the  firm  of  Messrs. 
Glutton,  and  hereafter  I  presume  it  will 
become  our  duty  to  study  the  best  means 
of  conciliating  those  gentlemen.  The 
policy  of  this  House  may  bo  good  or 
bad ;  but  if  Messrs.  Glutton  do  not  ap- 
prove of  it,  it  will  make  a  very  consider- 
able difference.  I  want  to  know  how  it 
is  that  Messrs.  Glutton  exercise  this  ex- 

Mr,  Clancy 


traordinary  power  over  the  Qovenuneiiti 
and  why  they  are  allowed  to  be  so  inde- 
pendent of  the  control  and  authoritj  of 
the  Treasury  ?  If  an  explanation  on 
this  head  is  not  forthcoming,  and  is  not 
satisfactory,  I  shall  certainly  move  to 
reduce  the  Yote  by  the  amount  of  the 
salary  of  Mr.  Glutton. 

Mb.  MOLLOY  (King's  Oo.,  Birr): 
Before  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Searetair 
to  the  Treasury  answers  the  Question,  I 
wish  to  ask  him  to  give  some  informa- 
tion to  the  Committee  as  to  how  much 
Mr.  Glutton  receives  in  the  course  of  the 
year.  Does  the  money,  which  I  belieTe 
to  be  a  very  large  sum,  remain  for  any 
length  of  time  in  the  bank  to  the  private 
account  of  his  firm  ?  I  want  to  know 
what  amount  has  been  received  upon 
this  account  during  the  year,  and  how 
much,  if  any,  has  been  paid  in  to  the 
Treasury  ?  I  must  also  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  the  &ct 
that  anything  more  unbusinesslike — ^I 
do  not  want  to  use  harsher  words — but 
anything  more  unbusinesslike  it  is  im- 
possible to  conceive  than  for  the  iReceiver 
of  Crown  Bents,  or,  in  other  words,  the 
Eeceiver  of  trust  money,  to  mix  up  that 
money  with  his  own  banking  account. 
What  makes  it  worse  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Glutton  is,  that  when  he  is  called  upon 
for  an  account  by  the  Oovemment 
authority,  he  declines  to  give  any,  on  the 
plea  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  what  I 
merely  characterize  as  a  most  unbusi- 
nesslike act.  What  I  want  to  know  is 
whether  the  authorities  are  oontent  to 
be  held  at  arms-length  by  Mr.  Olatton  ? 
Mr.  Glutton  has  been  called  upon  for 
such  an  account  as  will  enable  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor  General  to 
state  to  the  Department  whether  the 
Beturns  sent  in  are  correct  Mr.  Glutton 
declines  to  give  that  information ;  where* 
upon  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  Gene- 
ral sits  down  and  writes  a  letter,  but 
does  nothing  more ;  and  I  want  to  know 
what  the  Government  are  going  to  do  f 
Are  they  going  to  follow  the  example  of 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General ;  or 
are  they  disposed  to  exercise  their  autho- 
rity ana  compel  Mr.  Glutton  to  keep  their 
accounts  in  such  a  way  as  will  enable 
the  authorities  to  see  whether  they  are 
correct  or  not  ? 

The  SECBETABT  to  thb  TREA- 
SUBY  (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.):  In 
answer  to  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Dublin  (Mr.  Clanoy),  I  hare  to  say  that 


198        Sufipfy-— Civil 


{Septzmbeb  13,  1886}  Service  UstmaUs.        194 


I  regfret  equally  with  him  that  the 
ineome  from  the  Woods  and  ForoBts  to 
which  he  has  referred  is  not  larger ;  but 
I  am  informed  that  these  woods  are  in 
what  may  be  called  a  growing  condition ; 
but,  at  present,  it  is  impossible  for  them 
to  bring  in  a  larger  income.  The  hon. 
Member  seems  to  think  that  the  ex- 
penditure upon  them  is  too  large,  and  I 
am  disposed  to  agree  with  him  in  that 
opinion.  But  after  the  preliminary  dis- 
cussion of  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Northampton  (Mr.  Labouchere) 
which  took  place  the  other  day,  the 
Oommittee  will  be  aware  that  I  promised 
to  pay  attention  to  the  question,  and  I 
hope  that  before  this  time  next  year 
the  points  which  have  been  referred  to 
will  be  cleared  up.  With  regard  to  the 
remarks  which  have  been  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  on  other  points,  I  may  say 
that  the  sum  lor  the  purchase  of  Sand- 
mte  Castle  has  been  paid  by  the  South 
Eastern  Hallway  Company  to  the  Go- 
▼emment  in  consequence  of  damage 
done  to  Goyemment  property.  As  to 
the  question  he  has  raised  in  reference 
to  Mr.  Clutton,  the  Eeceiver  of  Crown 
Bents,  and  what  has  taken  place  in  con- 
nection with  tl^  matter,  I  understand 
that  the  hon.  Member  was  not  reading 
from  the  last  Beport  of  the  Public  Ac- 
oounts  Committee,  because  I  find  that  in 
the  Beport  of  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee for  1885  a  question  was  put  by 
the  Chairman  of  that  Committee — Sir 
Beginald  Welby— to  this  effect—* '  There 
is  a  note  made  by  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor  General  in  regard  to  the  manner 
in  which  certain  accounts  are  kept. 
HaTe  arrangements  been  made  that  they 
shall  be  kept  in  a  more  regular  manner 
in  future?"  The  answer  is — "Ar- 
rangements have  been  made,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  oourse  suggested  by  the  Comp- 
troller and  Auditor  General  has  been 
adopted."  [Mr.  Molloy  :  What  Eeport 
is  that  ?]  It  is  a  Eeport  of  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee  which  relates  to  a 
meeting  which  took  place  on  the  Ist  of 
July,  1885.  Mr.  CuUey  was  under  exa- 
mination, and  in  reply  to  the  Chairman's 
question  he  said  that  that  was  so,  and 
Uiat  the  course  suggested  by  the  Comp- 
troller and  Auditor  General  had  been 
adopted.  Being  asked  if  there  was 
anything  more  he  desired  to  say,  he 
answer^  "No."  In  the  Public  Ac- 
counts Oommittee  this  year  certainly 
no    question  was  raisedi  as  far  as  I 
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remember,  and  I  was  a  Member  of  that 
Committee.  I  understand  that  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  since  the  date  of 
the  Beport  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
has  referred — arrangements  under  which 
these  accounts  have  been  placed  on  a 
more  satisfactory  basis.  I  certainly  go 
full  length  with  the  hon.  Member  and 
the  hon.  Member  who  followed  him  in 
saying  that  the  mixing  up  of  public 
money  with  private  money  is  a  system 
which  no  man  of  business  would  for  a 
moment  tolerate.  I  am  not  able  to 
speak  with  regard  to  the  details  of  this 
case ;  but  I  will  inquire  into  the  matter, 
and  will  satisfy  myself  that  the  system 
has  been  put  straight.  There  was  an- 
other question  asked  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  King*s  County  (Mr.  Molloy) 
which  I  think  I  can  answer.  He  in-, 
quired  what  the  amount  is  which  Mr. 
Clutton  has  receiyed  in  the  course  of  the 
year.  I  hope,  notwithstanding  all  that 
has  been  stated  about  the  great  power 
and  authority  of  Mr.  Clutton,  that  it 
will  not  be  supposed  for  a  moment  that 
the  Treasury  consider  it  necessary  to 
take  any  steps  against  him,  or  against 
anybody  else,  for  the  protection  of  the 
public  interests.  [Mr.  Mollot  :  I  made 
no  charges  against  Mr.  Clutton.]  I 
think  the  hon.  Member  used  the  words, 
*' misappropriation  of  public  money," 
which,  to  my  mind,  certainly  amounts  to 
a  charge.  The  amount  received  by  Mr. 
Clutton  in  the  course  of  the  year,  in  the 
shape  of  poundage  on  revenues  collected, 
amounted  to  £4,873  10«.  Sd.,  and  he 
received  a  sum  for  professional  charges 
amounting  to  £2,505  168.  lid.  I  hope 
the  hon.  Member  will  be  satisfied  with 
my  assurance  that  the  question  shall 
receive,  at  the  hands  of  those  responsible 
for  the  business  of  the  Treasury,  most 
careful  consideration  in  order  that  it 
may  be  placed  on  a  proper  basis. 

Mr.  labouchere  (Northampton) : 
I  presume  that  by  poundage  the  hon. 
Gentleman  means  commission? 

Mr.  JACKSON:  Yes. 

Mr.  labouchere  :  I  stated  a  day 
or  two  ago,  when  the  Speaker  was  in  the 
Chair,  my  intention  to  draw  attention  to 
this  matter,  and  I  understood  then  that 
the  commission  was  4  per  cent.  I  should 
like  to  know  if  that  is  so,  and  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  North- West 
Sussex  (Sir  Walter  B.  Barttelot)  will 
perhaps  be  able  to  tell  me  by-and- 
bye.      If  it   is   the  fact,   all    I    have 
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to  say  is  that  4  per  cent  is  very  ez- 
cessiye.  My  hon.  Friend  behind  me 
(Mr.  Olancy)  has  called  attention  to  one 
or  two  points  in  regard  to  the  revenue 
derived  from  Woods  and  Forests.  His 
principal  point  was  the  large  amount  of 
expenditure  upon  Windsor  Great  Park 
and  Windsor  Forest.  In  a  certain  sense, 
we  are  paying  rent  for  this  property — 
that  is  to  say,  we  give  to  Her  Majesty  a 
Civil  List  on  condition  that  she  hands 
over  to  us  this  property  which  is  sup- 
posed to  be  remunerative ;  but,  on  con- 
sideration of  receiving  these  rents,  the 
country  absolutely  loses  by  the  Windsor 
Great  Park  and  Windsor  Forests  more 
than  £21,000  per  annum.  It  was  said, 
when  attention  was  called  to  the  matter 
the  other  day,  that  a  large  amount  of 
money  is  spent  in  maintaining  the 
roads.  I  would  again  appeal  to  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  North- 
West  Sussex  whether  he  would  not 
take  Windsor  Great  Park  and  Forests, 
and  undertake  to  keep  up  the  roads, 
without  incurring  an  annual  loss  of 
£2 1 ,000  per  annum  ?  We  all  know  that 
it  would  be  done  for  a  much  less  ex- 
penditure than  now  takes  place.  At 
present  a  most  reckless  and  wasteful 
system  is  followed  with  regard  to  these 
Crown  lands.  I  find  that  in  the  Windsor 
Park  and  Forests  £500  is  spent  in  food  for 
game.  Seeing  that  the  game  and  deer  are 
maintained  for  the  benefit  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Eoyal  Family,  I  do  not  see 
why  we  should  be  called  upon  to  pay  £500 
per  annum  for  feeding  the  pheasants  in 
this  park.  I  presume  that  this  matter, 
as  well  as  others,  will  be  referred  to  the 
Commission  that  is  about  to  be  ap- 
pointed ;  but  I  maintain  that  we  shall 
never  have  any  real  control  over  this 
large  expenditure  until  we  have  pub- 
licity ;  and  I  would  suggest,  therefore, 
that  all  such  items  should  appear  in  the 
Estimates.  I  havo  never  been  able  to 
understand  why  this  expenditure  should 
not  figure,  like  other  expenditure,  on  the 
Estimates,  and  why  it  should  not  be 
submitted,  in  the  usual  way,  to  this 
House.  We  often  move  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  a  Vote,  although  we  seldom 
carry  it ;  but  still  the  fact  of  the  accounts 
being  submitted  to  this  House,  and  of 
complaints  being  made  of  excessive  ex- 
penditure, does  exercise  some  sort  of 
control  over  the  authorities.  I  find  that 
where  there  is  the  greatest  waste  is  pre- 
cisely in  those  matters  that  are  not  sub- 
mitted to  the  House.    I  am  sure  that 
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the  Seoretary  to  the  TreMory  has  no 
desire  that  there  should  be  any  waste 
in  this  matter,  and  I  would  urge  him  to 
use  his  influence  in  insisting  upon  the 
whole  of  the  accounts  being  presented, 
like  all  other  public  accounts,  to  this 
House. 

Mb.  CLANCY :  I  wish  to  say  that  I 
made  no  charge  against  Mr.  Olnttoiiy 
except  that  made  by  the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor  General.  I  did  say,  and  I 
repeat  it,  that  the  action  of  Mr.  dutton 
was  calculated  to  mislead  Parliament, 
and  that  if  similar  proceedings  were 
allowed  it  might  possibly  lead  to  the 
misappropriation  of  public  money.  It 
is  obviously  wrong  to  mix  up  the  publio 
money  with  private  accounts. 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  have  already  in- 
formed the  hon.  Gentleman  that  that  is 
not  the  case  now. 

Mb.  CLANCY :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
quoted  from  the  Eeport  of  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee  for  1886 ;  but  I 
quoted  from  the  Eeport  of  the  Comp- 
troller and  Auditor  General  of  the  80Ui 
of  June,  1886.  li  tihe  hon.  Oentleman 
will  read  this  document,  he  will  see  that 
this  is  the  second  occasion  upon  whieh 
the  matter  has  been  mentioned. 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  may  say  that  the 
Receivers  not  only  give  an  adequate  se- 
curity for  the  money  they  have  in  tiieir 
hands,  but,  in  this  particular  ease,  it 
has  been  arranged  recently  that  a 
separate  account  should  be  kept.  Sncih 
separate  accounts  are,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  now  kept  by  the  Beoeiver. 

Mb.  CLANCY  :  I  do  not  understand 
when  this  change  occurred.  The  Bepott 
I  am  now  alluding  to  refers  to  a  matter 
which  was  in  existence  in  January  lasti 
and  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  Ctone- 
ral  says  that  this  is  the  second  time  he 
has  called  attention  to  it.  He  says  in 
the  early  part  of  last  year — 

'*  I  reqaested  that  Mr.  Clatton'i  bank  pas- 
book,  relating  to  traiuaotioni  in  ref«renos  to 
Crown  rents,  should  be  sent  to  me  for  iospae- 

tion." 

Then  came  the  answer  of  Mr.  dutton, 
which  I  already  read.  The  Comptroller 
and  Auditor  General  says — 

<*  I  at  once  commnnicated  this  reply  to  Um 
Treasury,  and  in  December  last  I  reoeivod  a 
letter  in  reference  to  the  subject ;  bat  I  hiTO 
not,  as  yet,  received  any  intimatioii  that  Mr. 
Glutton  intends  to  accept  that  inTitation  ad* 
dressed  to  him;  and  I  am  actually  in  doabti 
owing  to  the  absence  of  the  bimk  pass-book, 
wheuer  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  At* 
ceirer  is  oonrect." 
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I  want  to  know  if  the  request  of  the 
Oomptroller  and  Auditor  deneral  has 
been  complied  with  since  January  last  ? 
I  strongly  suspect  that  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  is  referring  to  something 
which  took  place  in  the  previous  Janu- 
ary ;  and  as  I  am  not  satisfied  with  the 
explanation  which  has  been  g^ven  I 
beg  to  move  that  the  Vote  be  reduced 
by  the  sum  of  £4,000,  being  the  amount 
of  poundage  received  by  this  great 
authority. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  a  mm,  not  exceeding  £6,043,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  comjplete  the  sum 
naceeeary  to  defray  the  Charge  wmch  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Office  of  Her  Majesty's 
Woods,  Forests,  and  Land  Eevenues,  and  of 
Uie  Office  of  Land  Revenue  Records  and  Inrol- 
msnts." — (Mr.  Clancy.) 

Ma.  BEADLAUGH  (Northampton) : 
A  phrase  has    been    used   during  the 
oonrse    of   this  debate   which  I  think 
ought  not  to  be  passed  oyer — ^namely, 
that  the  lands  under  the  control  of  the 
Commissioners  of   Woods  and  Forests 
are  lands  which  have  been  surrendered 
by  Her  Majesty,  and  that  in  return  for 
the  surrender  of  those  lands  a  Oivil 
List  has  been  granted.     That  is  a  pure 
fiction,  and  although  it  has  been  often 
repeated,  it  has  not  a  word  of  truth  in 
it;   and  I  think  it  is  necessary,  every 
time  it  is  repeated  in  this  House,  that 
it    shoidd    be    contradicted.      I    took 
occasion,  in  the  late  Parliament,  when 
a  Vote    relating   to    this   matter  was 
under   consideration,    to   quote   to  the 
then  Members  of  the  Government,  who 
represented  the  Treasury,  the  whole  of 
the  Act  of  Parliament  relating  to  this 
matter.     It  is  not  necessary  to  go  very 
fkr  back,  because  the  first  Civil  List  was 
only  granted  on  the  occasion  of  the  ac- 
oeeaion  of  William  III.,  and  there  is 
no    pretence  for  saying  that  the  Act 
9   ft  10   Will,  in.,   c.   23,   recites   any 
surrender,  or  pretends  that  there  was 
any  sarrender.     On  the  contrary,  it  is 
an  Act  ^ranting   certain   revenues  for 
life  to  the  King  for  the  Civil  Govern- 
ment of  the  country.     When  William 
III.  died  his  whole  interest  in  the  Civil 
list  ceased,  and  the  grant  reverted  to  the 
grantors — namely,  the  nation.     On  the 
accession  of  Queen  Anne  a  new  Civil  List 
Act  was  passed,  and  that  Act,  1  Anne,  c.  1 , 
oontaina  no  reference  to  any  surrender. 


It  was  simply  a  grant  to  the  Queen  for 
her  life  only.  On  the  accession  of 
George  I.,  when  Queen  Anne  died,  I 
believe  it  is  not  assumed  that  he  had 
anything  to  surrender,  because  neither 
he  nor  his  family,  when  they  came  to  this 
country,  had  anything  here  which  it  was 
possible  for  them  to  surrender;  when 
George  I.  came  to  the  Throne  a  Civil 
List  was  granted  to  him  by  the  Act  1  Geo. 
I.,  c.  1,  and  a  similar  Act  was  passed 
on  the  accession  of  George  II.  It  was 
not  until  George  III.  succeeded  to  the 
Throne  that  any  kind  of  alteration  was 
made  in  the  Act,  and  even  then  it  was 
only  in  the  recital  portion  of  it.  There 
is  no  claim  in  that  Act  on  account  of 
any  surrender ;  but  it  says  that — 

"  His  Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to 
signify  that  such  disposition  may  be  made  of 
hu  interests  in  certain  hereditary  revenues  as 
might  best  conduce  to  the  utility  and  satisfac- 
tion of  the  public." 

That  signification  is  as  nude  and  devoid 
of  real  meaning  as  it  possibly  can  be. 
There  never  has  been  any  surrender  of 
any  specific  lands  at  any  time,  and  the 
Civil  List,  for  good  or  evil,  is  a  grant  on 
the  part  of  the  nation  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country,  and  there  is  no 
pretence  whatever  for  saying  that  there 
has  been  a  single  farthing  surrendered 
to  the  nation. 

Mb.  MOLLOY  :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  com- 
menced his  remarks  by  protesting 
against  charges  having  been  made 
against  the  Keceivers  of  Crown  Bents. 
Now,  neither  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  North  Dublin  (Mr.  Claocy)  nor 
I  made  any  charge  whatever.  The  only 
charge  that  was  made  was  against  the 
manner  in  which  these  accounts  are 
kept;  and  since  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  made  his 
reply  my  hon.  Friend  has  shown  that 
the  answer  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  gives  no  information  at  all, 
and  does  not  tend  in  the  slightest 
degree  to  elucidate  the  matter.  All 
the  hon.^  Gentleman  told  me  was  the 
amount  of  poundage  received  by  Mr. 
Clutton.  I  did  not  ask  for  that  in- 
formation. I  presume  that  the  amount 
of  poundage  on  commission  is  a  matter 
of  agreement  between  the  authorities 
and  Mr.  Clutton. 

Mr.  JACKSON:  I  understood  the 
hon.  Gentleman  to  ask  me  how  much 
Mr.  Clutton  received  during  the  year, 
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and  I  gave  him  the  amount  paid  for  his 
professional  services,  and  also  the  amount 
which  he  received  in  the  shape  of  pound- 
age. 

Mr.  MOLLOY  :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
misunderstood  what  I  said,  and  I  will 
explain  what  it  was  that  I  meant.  I 
understand  that  Mr.  Glutton  is  the  Ee- 
ceiver  of  Crown  Rents,  in  regard  to  which 
there  is  very  little  trouble  as  respects 
collection.  They  are  not  like  agricultural 
rents  or  house  rents ;  and  what  I  wished 
to  ascertain  was  the  sum  received  per 
year  by  Mr.  Clutton,  on  behalf  of  the 
Crown,  in  the  shape  of  Crown  rents. 
There  appears  to  be  a  gigantic  salary 
received  by  Mr.  Clutton,  seeing  that  the 
Treasury  pays  him  more  than  £4,000,  in 
the  shape  of  poundage,  at  4  per  cent. 
Now,  I  would  submit  that  4  per  cent  is 
more  than  a  landlord  gets  out  of  his 
rents  nowadays.  The  question  I  asked 
was  this — what  was  the  total  sum  received 
by  Mr.  Clutton  during  the  year,  not  as 
poundage  or  commission,  but  the  total 
amount  received  by  him  and  paid  in  to 
the  account  of  the  Treasury  ?  It  is  quite 
evident  that  it  must  have  amounted  to 
more  than  £100,000;  and  any  person 
having  a  large  sum  of  £50,000  or 
£100,000  lying  in  the  bank  would  cer- 
tainly place  some  of  it  at  deposit,  and 
would  receive  interest  upon  it ;  and  the 
interest  upon  £50,000,  payable  under  a 
deposit  arrangement,  would  amount  to 
a  very  considerable  sum.  I  do  not  say 
that  Messrs.  Clutton  make  any  such 
-  arrangement,  or  that  they  kept  the  in- 
terest they  received.  I  should  be  very 
sorry  to  make  any  statement  of  the  kind ; 
but  so  little  do  the  Treasury  seem  to  know 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  accounts  are 
kept,  that,  although  we  are  discussing 
yery  large  items,  there  is  no  one  present 
who  can  tell  us  such  a  simple  fact  as 
this.  What  I  maintain  is  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  the  Government  to  find  this 
out  so  long  as  the  two  accounts  are  kept 
together ;  and  I  and  my  hon.  Friend  laid 
stress  upon  the  fact  that  the  trust  ac- 
oount  and  the  private  account  should  be 
kept  together.  By  pursuing  such  a  sys- 
tem of  keeping  the  accounts,  it  is  im- 
possible for  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor 
General  to  vouch  for  the  correctness  of 
the  accounts ;  and  accordingly  he  writes 
to  the  Treasury  Authorities  and  says — 

''  I  hare  been  unable  to  get  this  bank  pass- 
book. Messrs.  Clatton  have  refused  to  allow 
me  to  look  at  it,  because  the  two  accounts 
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are  mixed  up,  and  thsrolore  I  am  noablA  to  tell 
the  authorities  whether  thisaooount  li  oomoUy 
or  incorrectly  kept." 

That  was  the  point  upon  which  I  asked 
for  information  from  the  GoTemment. 
I  hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Seoore- 
tary  to  the  Treasury  will  not  suppoM 
that  I  am  makine  this  a  personal  matter 
between  him  and  myself.  I  am  aware 
that  he  has  only  just  accepted  Office, 
and  that  it  must  be  very  difficult  for 
him  to  understand  these  matters.  I  am 
not  complaining  of  anything  that  he  has 
done ;  but  I  am  simply  pointing  out  that 
this  is  a  vicious  mode  of  keeping  the 
public  accounts,  and  I  laid  stresi  upon 
it  because  I  wish  to  justify  the  opposi- 
tion I  am  making  to  it.  I  may  state  to 
the  House  the  opinion  of  one  of  the 
highest  Government  authoritieB  we  have 
at  present.  I  am  told  by  the  gentlemaa 
to  whom  I  refer  that  if  the  Civil  Service 
Accounts  were  properly  kept,  and  dne 
attention  devoted  to  the  items  which  are 
presented  to  this  House,  without  in  the 
least  degree  affecting  the  good  work  ol 
the  Civil  Service,  about  £1,500,000  per 
annum  might  be  saved  to  the  countrf— 
a  sum  equal  to  the  receipts  from  lif.  of 
Income  Tax.  The  hon.  Gentlemaii  will 
therefore  understand  why  I  preae  the 
matter,  and  that  I  am  not  actuated  by 
any  personal  motive  with  reg^ard  to  the 
hon.  Gentleman  himself.  I  am  satiafied 
that  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  make 
himself  master  of  these  details  in  the 
short  time  he  has  been  in  Office;  but 
his  Predecessor,  and  others,  onght  to  be 
able  to  give  some  information,  because 
this  kind  of  arrangement  has  gone  on 
from  time  immemorial.  The  whole  aye- 
tem  is  vicious ;  and,  although  I  do  not 
apply  this  remark  to  Mr.  Clutton,  it 
opens  the  door  to  waste. 

Mb.  J.  W.  BABCLAT  (Forfarshire) : 
I  should  like  to  have  an  explanation 
from  the  Government  of  the  dutiee  which 
Mr.  Clutton  has  to  perform  for  the  large 
amount  of  £4,800  which  he  appears  to 
have  received  in  the  shape  of  poundaffo. 
For  my  own  part,  I  see  no  necesaity  lor 
employing  Mr.  Clutton  at  all.  The 
Woods  and  Forests  have  a  large  eatab- 
ment  of  their  own,  and  I  do  not  see  why 
they  should  not  collect  the  Crown  rente 
without  the  intervention  of  any  peraoa 
outside.  As  to  the  management  of  the 
Crown  estates,  I  think  it  would  be  ft 
better  arrang^ement  to  employ  a  aor* 
veyor  bdonging  to  the  Department,  who 
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should  be  directly  responsible  to  the 
Commissioners  for  the  management  of 
the  estates,  and  that  this  would  be  a  more 
advantageous  arrangement,  not  only  for 
the  State,  but  also  for  the  tenants.  I 
will  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
what  is  the  nature  of  the  arrangement 
with  Mr.  Glutton,  and  if  it  is  not  pos- 
sible for  the  Department  of  Woods  and 
Forests  to  manage  the  estates  and  collect 
the  rents  themselves  without  the  inter- 
vention of  Mr.  Glutton ;  and  if  he  does 
not  think  that  that  would  be  a  much 
more  advantageous  arrangement  for  the 
tenants  of  the  property  ? 

Me.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  find 
here  a  salary  of  £900  paid  to  a  Eeceiver 
General  in  connection  with  the  Depart- 
ment of  Wood  and  Forests  and  Land 
Bevenues.  I  want  to  know  if  that 
gentleman  also  gets  poundage,  or  whe- 
ther the  Eeceiver  General  is  Mr.  Glutton  ? 
I  also  desire  to  know  how  much  money 
is  collected  altogether  through  this 
officer;  and,  secondly,  if  the  sum  be 
£100,000  or  £200,000,  whether  it  takes 
more  than  one  person  to  collect  it  ?  My 
own  impression  is  that  there  is  a  suffi- 
cient staff  of  clerks  in  the  Establishment 
to  collect  these  rents  easily.  I  cannot 
understand  why  so  large  a  number  of 
officials  should  be  necessary  in  the  De- 
partment. I  also  want  to  know  why 
Mr.  Glutton  is  not  paid  a  reasonable 
salary — say  £1,000  a-year — instead  of 
getting  a  monstrous  sum  in  the  shape 
of  poundage  ?  According  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
Mr.  Glutton  receives  something  like 
£6,000  a-year,  and,  so  far  as  I  can 
make  out,  he  receives  that  large  sum 
for  doing  almost  nothing  at  all ;  for  not 
only  are  there  other  Beceivers  paid  by 
the  country,  but  there  is  an  ample  stafE 
employed  in  the  office,  consisting  of 
Gommissioners  at  £1,200  a-year.  As- 
sistant Gommissioners,  a  surveyor,  a 
principal  clerk,  assistant  clerks,  junior 
darks,  Ghief  Mineral  Inspector,  Eeceiver 
General,  Eeceiver  for  the  Gounty  of 
Middlesex,  assistant  to  the  Eeceiver 
General,  book-keepers,  and  drawing 
clerk,  all  of  whom  are  liberally  paid 
for  doing  the  work  of  the  Department. 
Then  I  want  to  know  what  Mr.  Glutton 
does  for  this  £6,000  a-year,  and  whe- 
ther there  are  any  other  Beceivers  who 
are  also  paid  for  collecting  this  Grown 
Beveniie,  or  whether  the  Eeceiver  Ge- 
nenlf  who  appears  here  with  a  salary 


of  £900  a-year,  is  Mr.  Glutton,  or  some 
other  official  ? 

Mr.  JAGKSON:  In  regard  to  the 
question  as  to  the  system  of  keeping  the 
accounts,  to  which  reference  has  been 
made  in  the  Eeport  of  the  Gomptroller 
and  Auditor  General,  what  I  desired  to 
convey  to  the  Gommittee  was  that  the 
system  has  been  altered  in  consequence 
of  what  the  Gomptroller  and  Auditor 
General  stated.  It  was  altered  after  his 
remarks,  and  before  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Public  Accounts  Gommittee ;  and,  as 
hon.  Members  know,  no  reference  was 
made  to  it  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Public  Accounts  Gommittee.  I  think 
that  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  may  ac- 
cept that  fact  on  my  statement — namely, 
that  the  system  has  been  altered,  and 
that  there  is  no  mixing  up  now  of  public 
and  private  moneys.  What  I  desire  is 
to  satisfy  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Dublin  and  the  Gommittee  that  the  sys- 
tem of  which  the  hon.  Member  has  pro- 
perly complained  has  been  changed.  I 
am  informed  that  Mr.  Glutton  regularly 
remits  the  money  he  receives,  and  that 
he  seldom  retains  a  larger  balance  than 
£500,  which  he  is  allowed  to  do  by  Act 
of  Parliament.  That,  I  think,  disposes 
of  all  question  about  the  supposed  loss 
to  the  public  of  a  large  amount  of  in- 
terest on  the  money  in  hand.  I  may 
point  out  that  Mr.  Glutton  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  collection  of  rents  with  re- 
gard to  public  property  in  Pall  Mall.  Mr. 
Glutton  has  in  his  hands  the  valuation, 
letting,  and  collection  of  the  rents  of 
certain  farms,  together  with  their  man- 
agement, in  the  South  of  England ;  and 
I  believe  the  amount  of  rent  collected 
is  something  like  £120,000  a-year.  He 
has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
collection  of  rents  upon  house  property. 
The  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr. 
Dillon)  referred  to  the  Eeceiver  General 
connected  with  the  Departmentof  Woods 
and  Forests.  That  gentleman  is,  I  think, 
Mr.  Higgins.  He  is  paid  a  salary  of 
£900  a-year,  and  he  has  the  collection  of 
certain  rents  for  houses  in  London  and 
Windsor.  Another  Eeceiver — Mr.  Gower 
— is  paid  a  poundage  and  a  small  sum  in 
consideration  of  other  work  he  performs. 
His  duties  are  similar  to  those  of  Mr. 
Glutton,  and  he  has  to  deal  with  the 
same  kind  of  property  in  the  North  of 
England.  The  amount  of  his  collection 
is  about  £44,000.  He  receives  2(  per 
cent  on  £6,000,  and  4  per  cent  upon 
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£18,000.  Beferring  again  to  Mr.  CluttoD, 
I  may  say  that  he  has  to  deal  with  the 
xnaDagement  of  farms,  and  he  has  had 
a  long  experience  in  connection  with  the 
work  he  performs.  I  think  I  have  now 
answered  all  the  questions  which  have 
been  put  to  me. 

Mb.  BEADEL  (Essex,  Chelmsford) : 
Some  expressions  have  been  used  in 
reference  to  Mr.  Ciutton  to  which  I 
think  it  necessary  to  advert.  I  may 
say  that,  as  far  as  Mr.  Ciutton  is  con- 
cerned, he  stands  at  the  head  of  his 
profession,  and  is  altogether  beyond  re- 
proach. I  may  go  still  further,  and  say 
that  I  have  some  little  practical  know- 
ledge of  what  his  management  of  the 
Crown  estates  has  been,  although  I  have 
not  the  slightest  interest  in  his  firm. 
The  duties  which  devolve  upon  Mr. 
Ciutton  are  of  an  extremely  arduous  and 
responsible  character ;  and  if  hon.  Mem- 
bers imagine  that  they  are  confined  to  the 
receiving  of  rents  they  are  altogether  mis- 
taken. Mr.  Ciutton  has  to  keep  up  a 
large  and  able  staff  in  order  to  carry  on 
the  Crown  business,  and  that  staff  he 
pays  out  of  the  sums  received  from  his 
private  receivership.  In  these  troublous 
times,  in  consequence  of  the  fall  in  rents, 
and  the  terribly  low  prices  which  the 
farmers  are  now  receiving  for  their  pro- 
duce— a  fact  which  is  equally  as  appli- 
cable to  this  country  as  it  is  to  Ireland — 
Mr.  Ciutton  has  not  only  to  receive  the 
Crown  rents,  but  to  undertake,  to  a  great 
extent,  the  management  of  the  farms  on 
the  Crown  estates,  and  the  duties  which 
devolve  upon  him  are  much  more  re- 
sponsible than  could  possibly  be  carried 
out  by  any  other  official,  however  com- 
petent he  might  be.  Moreover,  Mr. 
Ciutton  has  to  find  people  on  the  spot 
to  look  after  the  interests  and  rights  of 
the  Crown ;  and  he  is  called  upon  to 
manage  large  forests  over  which,  com- 
paratively speaking,  there  is  very  little 
supervision  indeed,  but,  nevertheless, 
involving  a  considerable  amount  of 
trouble  and  attention.  In  the  interests 
of  the  Crown  estates,  I  think  it  would 
be  absolutely  impossible  to  find  anybody 
as  competent  as  Mr.  Ciutton  to  do  the 
business  which  he  now  performs. 

Mb.  J.  W.  BARCLAY:  I  quite  under- 
stand that  Mr.  Ciutton  is  at  the  head  of  his 
Profession ;  but  I  do  not  understand  that 
any  exception  has  been  taken  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  has  discharged  his  duties. 
The  question  which  I  put  to  the  Com- 
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mittee  was,  whether  the  Oommisflioners 
of  Woods  and  Forests  niight  not  haye 
the  services  of  someone  in  the  Depart- 
ment, instead  of  employing  Mr.  Clatton 
at  all?  We  all  know  that  Mr.  dutton 
has  a  large  number  of  estates  under  hia 
management ;  and  I  am  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  Commissioners  of  Woods 
and  Forests  would  be  able  to  manage 
the  Crown  property  better  than  lb. 
Ciutton  by  employing  a  staff  of  their 
own,  and  placing  themselves  more 
directly  in  contact  with  the  tenants  than 
is  now  the  case.  The  Commissioners 
are  quite  capable  of  exercising  a  sound 
judgment  in  regard  to  the  monag^ement 
of  land ;  and  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that 
we  already  possess,  in  connection  with 
the  Department  of  Woods  and  Forests, 
a  very  large  staff  indeed.  Mr.  Glutton 
has  an  important  business,  altogether 
independent  of  that  which  he  condacts 
for  the  State,  and  it  is  impossible  for  him 
to  devote  to  the  Crown  lands  more  than 
a  small  portion  of  his  time.  He  is  ob- 
liged to  depend  upon  his  officials ;  and  I 
do  not  see  why  the  Woods  and  Forests 
should  not  depend,  in  the  same  manner, 
upon  the  judgment  of  their  staff  of  offi- 
cials. I  should  like  to  know  whetiier 
the  hon.  Member  who  addressed  the 
House  last  (Mr.  Beadel)  has  of  late 
years  been  able  to  make  any  profit  oat 
of  any  of  the  land  which  he  may  have 
farmed  ?  I  have  certainly  not  heard  that 
any  landed  proprietor  has  been  able  to  do 
so.  They  are  obliged  to  be  content 
with  whatever  amount  of  rent  thej  can 
get,  because,  by  taking  the  land  into 
their  own  hands,  they  find  that  thej  re- 
ceive much  less.  I  am  satisfied  that  it 
would  be  of  great  advantage  to  the 
tenants  of  the  Crown  lands  if  they  were 
able  to  deal  directly  with  the  Oommis- 
sioners  of  Woods  and  Forests,  rather 
than  with  a  third  person. 

Mb.  BEADEL :  I  am  quite  aware  of 
the  condition  in  which  farming  opera- 
tions are  now  placed,  and  that  there  are 
landed  proprietors  who  are  unable  to 
make  a  profit  out  of  the  land  in  hand. 
However,  with  regard  to  Mr.  Clatton, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  he  has  the  manage- 
ment of  a  very  large  business,  indepen- 
dently of  that  which  he  looks  after  for 
the  Crown ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  he 
is  able  to  bring  to  bear  on  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Crown  property,  in  conse- 
quence of  that  large  business,  a  jadgment 
which  no  private  person  can  pMsiUy 
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possess.  Therefore  he  is  the  right  man 
in  the  right  place.  With  regard  to  the 
land  in  hand,  if  the  hon.  Member  for 
Forfarshire  had  one  tithe  of  the  experi- 
ence of  Mr.  Glutton,  he  would  know  that 
it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  let  certain 
farms,  even  if  no  rent  at  all  is  charged 
upon  them  ;  and  the  little  loss  which  the 
State  sustains  in  connection  with  the 
Crown  lands  is  entirely  owing  to  the 
management  of  Mr.  Glutton. 

Mb.  GLANGY  :  The  apology  offered 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Beadel)  on 
behalf  of  Mr.  Glutton  is  of  the  stereo- 
typed form  which  we  are  accustomed  to 
hear  in  this  House.  No  official  has  ever 
been  attacked  in  Parliament,  or  any 
abuse  exposed,  without  our  hearing  from 
some  authority  or  other  that  the  person 
incriminated  was  a  man  of  the  highest 
possible  ability  and  character,  with  the 
most  respectable  antecedents,  and  the 
very  best  man  who  could  be  obtained  for 
the  position.  I  will  repeat  &gain  that  I 
have  made  no  charge  against  Mr.  Glut- 
ton, except  that  which  was  made  by  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor  General ;  but 
I  may  add  this — which  I  know  from 
experience  to  be  true — that  a  man 
niay  get  a  very  good  character  in 
this  House,  and  yet  be  quite  a  different 
sort  of  being  in  actual  fact.  Last 
year  one  of  the  most  degraded  and 
basest  villains  ever  employed  in  any 
country  was  sent  to  prison  on  a  disgrace- 
ful charge  in  Ireland,  although  he  had 
been  only  a  couple  of  weeks  before  ex- 
cessively lauded  from  the  Treasury 
Bench.  All  that  I  have  done  in  regard 
to  Mr.  Glutton  has  been  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee  to  a  statement 
of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General ; 
and,  in  my  opinion,  that  statement  has 
not  yet  been  answered  by  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
assures  us,  and  asks  us  to  accept  his  as- 
Borance,  that  Mr.  Glutton  will  graciously 
consent  in  future  not  to  place  the  money 
of  the  Crown  into  his  own  private  ac- 
count, and  that  he  will  also  graciously 
surrender  his  pass-books  to  the  Comp- 
troller and  Auditor  General ;  but  he  has 
not  answered  the  charge  made  against 
him  by  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor 
Oeaerai  in  his  last  Eeport,  dated  Janu- 
ary, 1886,  which  stated  distinctly  that 
Mr.  Glutton  defied  the  Treasury,  and  re- 
foaed  to  surrender  his  pass-books  with 
regard  to  past  transactions.  A  pitched 
Ixmeaeemsto  have  been  fought  between 


the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General 
and  Mr.  Glutton,  with  the  result  that 
Mr.  Glutton  was  able  to  walk  off  tri- 
umphant. Having  gone  off  with  the 
honours  of  war,  he  graciously  consents 
now  to  comply  with  the  conditions  im- 
posed by  the  Government.  I  do  not 
think  that  his  past  conduct  ought  to  be 
passed  over  without  comment;  and,  there- 
fore, I  have  moved  the  reduction  of  the 
Vote  by  £4,000,  the  amount  of  poundage 
received  by  Mr.  Glutton. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  think  that  what  has 
been  stated  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  justifies  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  North  Dub- 
lin (Mr.  Clancy)  in  going  to  a  division 
on  this  Vote.  What  are  the  facts  now 
before  the  Committee  ?  They  are  that 
Mr.  Glutton,  whose  earnings  amounted  to 
between  £6,000  and  £7,000  a-year,  only 
spends  a  very  small  portion  of  his  valu- 
able time  upon  the  Crown  property.  Now, 
I  never  heard  the  name  of  Mr.  Glutton 
before,  and  I  know  nothing  of  him.  I 
have  heard  the  hon.  Member  for  Chelms- 
ford (Mr.  Beadel)  declare  that  his  ser- 
vices are  exceedingly  valuable  ;  but  the 
question  is  whether  the  services  of  any 
man  are  of  sufficient  value  to  the  State 
that,  for  a  small  portion  of  his  time,  he 
ought  to  be  paid  £6,000  or  £7,000 
a-year.  Are  we  to  be  told  that  the  Go- 
vernment cannot  get  a  man  in  England 
to  give  all  his  time  and  do  all  of  this 
work  for  less  than  £6,000  or  £7,000 
a-year?  Why,  Sir,  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  only  gets  £2,000 
a-year,  and  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  a  similar  sum.  Those 
Gentlemen  are  supposed  to  be  men  of 
ability,  and  they  give  all  their  time  to 
the  duties  of  their  Department.  Mr. 
Glutton,  however,  gets  £6,000  a-year 
for  collecting  the  Grown  rents,  and  has 
permission  to  devote  the  best  part  of 
his  time  to  his  own  private  business. 
We  have  heard  the  warm  eulogium 
which  has  been  passed  on  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Glutton  by  the  hon.  Member  op- 
posite. Mr.  Glutton  may  be  a  man  of 
great  ability,  and  he  may  deserve  all 
the  praise  which  has  been  poured  upon 
him  ;  but,  although  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  assures  us  that  a  change  has 
been  made  in  this  most  reprehensible 
method  of  keeping  the  public  accounts, 
I  cannot  find  that  any  severe  reprimand 
has  been  passed  upon  Mr.  Glutton  for 
the  course    he    has  hitherto  pursued. 
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Then,  again,  how  do  we  know  that  he 
manages  these  Crown  farms  so  wonder- 
fully well ;  because  in  this  Report  we 
find  that  he  is  continually  in  collision 
with  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General 
in  regard  to  the  large  expenditure  he 
has  incurred  upon  farm  buildings.  It 
may  be  a  good  expenditure ;  but  the 
fact  still  remains  that  he  has  been 
spending  £2,000  or  £3,000  in  that  way, 
without  making  a  proper  Return  to  the 
Treasury,  and  that  it  has  been  necessary 
to  call  him  to  account.  Now,  I  venture 
to  submit  that  there  is  not  a  man  in 
England,  I  do  not  care  what  his  qualifi- 
cations are,  or  what  services  are  re- 
quired in  a  collector  of  rents,  who  is 
worth  £6,000  a-year  to  the  State.  I 
am  perfectly  satisfied  that  £1,500  would 
secure  for  the  service  of  the  State  as 
good  a  man  as  can  be  required,  and  at 
least  £4,500  a-year  would  in  that  case 
be  saved  to  the  Treasury.  I  therefore 
think  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  re- 
ducing the  emoluments  now  enjoyed  by 
this  gentleman. 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  wish  to  point  out 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Dillon)  that 
he  can  hardly  be  aware  that  the  sum 
paid  to  Mr.  Clutton  cannot,  in  any 
sense,  be  called  a  payment  for  his  per- 
sonal services.  For  the  duties  for  which 
he  receives  this  sum  he  has  to  keep  up 
a  very  large  establishment,  and  a  consi- 
derable staff;  and,  therefore,  it  cannot 
be  treated  as  a  payment  for  his  own 
personal  services.  I  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  clearly  see  that,  if  he 
will  consider  the  vast  amount  of  work 
that  has  been  done  in  connection  with 
the  management  and  collection  of  rents 
for  property  extending  over  a  large  area 
of  country.  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  not 
been  able  to  make  the  matter  clear,  and 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Northern 
Division  of  the  County  of  Dublin  (Mr. 
Clancy)  is  still  dissatisfied  with  my  an- 
swer. I  have  endeavoured  to  show  that 
the  Report  to  which  he  refers  was  a 
Report  made  by  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor  General  before  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Public  Accounts  Committee.  It 
was  made  at  the  beginning  of  this  year. 
This  year  the  Committee  of  Public  Ac- 
counts made  the  ordinary  arrangements 
for  the  collection  of  these  rents,  and  at 
this  moment  everything  which  the  Comp- 
troller and  Auditor  General  asks  is  car- 
ried into  effect.  I  may  appeal  to  the 
fact  that,  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
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Public  Accounts  Committee,  the  Oomp- 
troller  and  Auditor  General  did  not  call 
the  attention  of  that  Committee  to  Mr. 
Clutton,  as  he  undoubtedly  would  have 
done,  unless  there  had  been  an  altera- 
tion in  the  system.  Therefore,  I  hope 
the  hon.  Member  will  accept  my  as- 
surance that  the  accounts  are  now  kept 
as  he  desires. 

Sir  JOSEPH  M'KENNA  (MonaghaD, 
S.) :  I  quite  accept  what  the  hon.  Gkn- 
tleman  says — that  the  accounts  are  now 
kept  according  to  the  rules  laid  down 
by  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General ; 
but  what  I  think  the  Committee  haye 
a  right  to  complain  of  is  that  the  aocounts 
now  presentea  to  us  really  do  not  show 
what  the  actual  remuneration  receiTod 
by  Mr.  Clutton  is.  I  believe  that  be- 
tween £6,000  and  £7,000,  whioh  ap- 
pears to  be  the  gross  sum  paid  for  his 
services,  is  excessive ;  and  I  think  that 
the  Vote  should  be  reduced,  at  all 
events,  by  £2,000.  I  would,  therefore, 
ask  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Clancy)  to 
withdraw  the  present  Amendment  and 
move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by 
£2,000.  I  think  my  hon.  Friend  wonld, 
in  that  case,  obtain  more  support  than 
he  is  likely  to  get  for  the  Amendment 
as  it  now  stands. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  At  present  Mr.  Clutton 
receives  more  than  £6,000  a-year. 

Sib  JOSEPH  M'KENNA :  A  por- 
tion of  that  sum,  no  doubt,  is  required 
for  the  payment  of  the  staff;  but  I 
thiuk,  if  the  Vote  were  reduced  as  I 
suggest,  Mr.  Clutton  would  still  receive 
ample  remuneration  for  the  services  he 
performs.  I  would,  therefore,  ask  my 
hon.  Friend  to  withdraw  his  proposal 
for  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by  £4,000, 
in  order  to  substitute  £2,000. 

Mr.  MOLLOY:  I  will  not  prolong 
the  discussion ;  but  I  will  point  out  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  that  the  sum  received  by  Mr. 
Clutton  is  more  than  the  salary  of  a 
Cabinet  Minister.  The  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  says  that  Mr.  Clutton  does  not 
receive  the  whole  of  it,  because  he  has 
to  pay  his  staff.  Now,  all  that  the  staff 
has  to  do  for  the  State  is  to  kera  the 
accounts  that  relate  to  the  collection  of 
rents,  and  I  am  satisBed  that  Mr.  Ciotton 
could  get  all  the  assistance  he  requires 
for  £500  or  £600  a-year.  The  fact  still 
remains  that  a  very  large  sum  of  money 
is  paid  to  this  gentleman  for  duties  in 
the  performance  of  whioh  he  employs 
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only  a  small  portion  of  his  time.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  he  actually  receives  a 
liigher  salary  than  the  Prime  Minister 
of  this  country. 

Mr.  BRA.DLAUGH: :  I  am  not  able 
to  suggest  whether  Mr.  Glutton  is  well 
or  ill-paid ;  but  I  think  there  is  one  thing 
in  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  will  agree,  and  in 
regard  to  which  probably  he  or  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  is  now 
in  his  place,  will  give  me  some  assur- 
ance. I  hold  that  payment  by  pound- 
age is  a  very  bad  mode  of  payment,  and 
that  it  very  often  results  in  gross  job- 
bery. Whatever  is  the  right  sum  to  be 
paid  for  the  services  rendered  Mr.  Glut- 
ton ought  to  receive  ;  but,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  abuses  which  may  result 
from  the  system  of  payment  by  pound- 
age, we  ought  to  have  some  assurance 
from  the  Treasury  that  steps  will  be 
taken  to  terminate  that  bad  system. 

Mr.  J.  W.  BARCLAY :  I  should  Hke 
to  know  from  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  what  extent 
of  land  belonging  to  the  Crown  is 
being  farmed  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Woods  and  Forests  without  being  let  to 
tenants?  I  do  not  like  to  speak  from 
memory ;  but  I  think  there  was  a  very 
conaiderable  public  clamour  two  or  three 
years  aeo  as  to  the  excessive  rents  of 
the  lana  belonging  to  the  Woods  and 
Forests.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  it 
is  an  exceedingly  bad  system  for  the 
Government  to  keep  the  land  in  their 
own  hands ;  because  by  that  means  it  is 
producing  no  rent  at  all,  and  there  is  no 
land  at  the  present  moment  in  England 
which  would  not  let  for  something  or 
other. 

Mr,  JACKSGN  :  There  is  no  differ- 
ence of  opinion  between  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Woods  and  Forests  and  the 
hon.  Member  that  it  is  exceedingly  unde- 
sirable to  have  farms  in  hand.  The  farms 
which  are  under  the  charge  of  Colonel 
Kingscote  comprise,  I  believe,  upwards 
of  70,000  acres;  and  the  amount  of  land 
now  in  hand  which  has  been  held  by  seven 
tenants,  two  of  whom  held  less  than  120 
acres,  altogether  comprises  1,762  acres. 
The  farms  now  are  practically  managed 
as  private  farms. 

Mr.  CLANCY  :  I  desire  to  express 
personally  my  full  sense  of  the  courtesy 
of  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury.  The 
hon.  Gentleman's  manner  in  this  House 
is  dl  we  could  desire ;  but  I  hope  he 


will  forgive  me  for  repeating  again  that 
I  am  not  satisfied  with  the  explanation 
he  has  given.  I  have  already  admitted 
my  perfect  satisfaction  that  there  is  to 
be  a  new  system  for  the  future ;  but 
what  I  want  still  to  know  is  whether,  with 
regard  to  the  past,  Mr.  Glutton  has  sur- 
rendered his  pass-books  ?  To  that  ques- 
tion I  have  obtained  no  answer,  and  I 
understand  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury to  inform  the  Committee  that 
he  can  give  no  answer.  I  am  very  much 
inclined  to  accept  the  suggestion  of  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  South  Mona- 
ghan  (Sir  Joseph  M'Kenna).  I  think 
that  to  cut  off  £4000  at  one  blow  from 
Mr.  Glutton  might  be  too  great  a  shock 
to  so  mighty  a  person,  and  I  have  no 
wish  to  hurt  the  susceptibilities  of  so 
important  an  individual.  Perhaps,  if 
£2,000  were  taken  off  his  income  for 
next  year,  he  would  be  induced  here- 
after to  be  more  civil  to  his  superiors, 
and  probably  he  would  g^ve  way  on  the 
first  attack  that  might  be  made  upon 
him  by  the  Bepresentatives  of  the  Trea- 
sury. With  that  view,  and  considering 
also  that  the  amount  of  poundage  paid 
to  this  gentleman  is  out  of  all  propor- 
tion to  that  which  is  paid  to  other  Be- 
ceivers,  I  will,  if  the  Committee  will 
allow  me,  withdraw  the  Motion  for 
reducing  the  Vote  by  £4,000,  and  substi- 
tute a  Motion  to  reduce  it  by  £2,000. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 

*<  That  a8um,not  exceeding  £8,043,  be  granted 
to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st 
day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries  and  Ex- 
penses of  tiie  Office  of  Her  Majesty's  Woods, 
Forests,  and  Land  Eevenues,  and  of  the  Office 
of  Land  Revenue  Records  and  Inrolments." — 
(Mr.  Clancy.) 

The  QommiiiQQ  divided: — Ayes  73; 
Noes  149:  Majority  76. — (Div.  List, 
No.  23.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(2.)  £21,059,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Works  and  Public  Buildings  Office. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Donegal, 
E.) :  This,  I  know,  is  an  Office  which  is 
generally  held  to  be  beyond  criticism ; 
but  in  regard  to  its  work  this  year  I 
wish  to  ask  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Qentleman  in  charge  of  the  Vote  to  ex- 
plain how  it  is  that  certain  items  in- 
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sorted  in  the  Estimates  for  this  year  have 
not  been  submitted  to  the  Committee  ? 
It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  the 
Committee  that  the  first  Votes  we  had 
to  consider  were,  in  accordance  with  a 
printed  statement,  circulated  by  the 
Treasury,  and  in  that  statement  there 
was  a  Vote  for  the  New  Admiralty  and 
War  Office,  and  another  Vote  for  Dover 
Harbour.  When  the  Committee  began 
its  deliberations,  we  expected  that  those 
two  Votes  would  be  put  from  the  Chair; 
but  they  have  been  passed  oyer,  6uh 
silentio,  and  the  consequence  was  that  a 
third  Vote  came  on  unexpectedly,  and 
was  passed  without  the  discussion  which 
would  otherwise  have  taken  place  upon 
it.  Now,  Sir,  the  insertion  of  Votes  of 
this  kind  for  Services  which  do  not^  in 
reality,  require  any  Vote  of  the  sort  is,  at 
any  rate,  an  unusual  proceeding  ;  and  I 
should  like  to  ask  the  First  Commis- 
sioner of  Works  to  explain  the  state  of 
the  case  in  regard  to  the  Vote  for  the 
New  Admiralty  and  War  OflGice  Build- 
ings, and  also  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  Vote  originally  presented  for 
Dover  Harbour  is  not  required? 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Plunket)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  think  I  can  give  the  hon. 
Gentleman  a  satisfactory  explanation  of 
the  matter.  It  is  quite  true  that  a  Vote 
for  the  new  Admiralty  and  War  Office 
Buildings  was  originally  inserted  in  the 
Estimates,  and  that  now  it  is  not  brought 
forward.  The  reason  of  that  change  is 
that  during  the  last  Parliament  a  sugges- 
tion was  made  by  my  right  hon.  Friend 
who  is  now  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  that  it  was  desir- 
able to  reconsider  the  plans  for  the 
Admiralty  and  War  Office  Buildings. 
That  suggestion  was  approved  of  by  the 
then  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Derby  f  Sir  William  Harcourt) ;  and  ac- 
cordingly it  was  afterwards  proposed 
that  a  Committee  should  bo  appointed 
for  the  purpose  of  reconsidering  the 
whole  question,  and  such  a  Committee 
was  nominated  with  the  assent  of  the 
House.  It  was  stated  by  my  Pre- 
decessor (Lord  Elgin)  on  the  27th  of 
May,  when  a  Vote  on  Account  was  taken, 
that  nothing  would  be  done  beyond 
what  was  absolutely  necessary  in  the 
wav  of  demolition  until  Parliament  had 
had  an  opportunity  of  reconsidering  the 
matter,  and  until  the  Select  Committee 
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had  reported  upon  it.  A  further  state- 
ment to  that  effect  was  made  in  this 
House  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer in  the  last  Parliament.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  would  obviooaly 
not  be  proper  to  press  the  Vote.  It  is 
the  intention  of  the  Government  to  pro- 
pose the  appointment  of  the  Committee 
to  report  upon  the  subject  in  the  next 
Session  as  early  as  possible.  I  know 
nothing  whatever  as  to  the  Estimate  for 
Dover  Harbour. 

The  chairman  :  The  question  of 
Dover  Harbour  does  not  arise  under  this 
Vote. 

Sib  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &c.) :  The  right  hon.  (Gentleman 
has  not  been  long  in  Office ;  but  I  should 
like  him  to  g^ve  some  promise  that  he 
will  pay  some  attention  to  that  melan- 
choly subject  to  which  attention  has 
been  called  on  more  than  one  occasion — 
namely,  the  dying  away  of  the  trees  in 
Kensington  Gardens.  I  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
Predecessor  to  that  matter.  Things  ars 
now  going  from  bad  to  worse  ;  and,  in 
these  summer  days,  anyone  who  walks 
there  for  a  little  fresh  air  will  find  the 
trees  still  visibly  dying.  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  give  ns  some 
assurance  that  attention  wul  be  paid  to 
the  subject. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton): 
Does  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man propose  to  do  anything  in  regard 
to  the  extension  of  Westminster  Hall  ? 
It  has  been  allowed  to  remain  in  the 
same  condition  now  for  some  years. 

Mr.  PLUNKET:  Yes,  Sir;  I  have 
recently  been  over  the  ground,  and  I  can 
assure  the  hon.  Member  that  the  works 
will  be  proceeded  with  at  once. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(3.)  £10,000,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Mercantile  Marine  Fund  (Grant  in 

Aid). 

(4.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  aum,  not  exceeding  £80,000,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  mub 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1887»  for  Her 
Majesty's  Foreign  and  other  Secret  Senrioes." 

Mb.  BRADLAUGH  (Northampton) : 
I  do  not  intend  to  do  more  now  than  ex- 

Eress  a  ho^e  that  what  the  GbTemmeot 
aye  done  in  regard  to  the  Seeret  Serrioe 
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money  charged  upon  the  Consolidated 
Fund  thej  will  do  next  year  in  regard 
to  this  Vote.  The  saving  to  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  appears  to  be  a  sum  of 
more  than  £9,000  a-year,  and  it  is  rea- 
sonable to  hope  that  some  similar  saving 
may  be  effected  in  this  Vote ;  and  that, 
instead  of  having  a  Secret  Service  Vote 
of  £50,000  for  the  year,  an  Estimate 
may  be  brought  forward  for  the  various 
Departments,  each  Department  stating 
the  sum  which  it  deems  necessary  for 
Secret  Service.  There  would  then  no 
longer  be  a  large  sum  which  Parliament 
is  unable  to  trace,  even  to  any  Depart- 
ment, or  to  know  what  becomes  of  it. 

The  CHANOELLOE  or  the  EXCHE- 
QIJEB  (Lord  Eandolph  Churchill) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  I  wish  to  point  out 
to  the  hon.  Member  that  if  Secret  Ser- 
vice money  be  granted  at  all,  it  must  be 
granted  so  that  Parliament  cannot  trace 
it.  It  is  a  Vote  granted  by  Parliament 
to  Ministers  for  public  purposes,  as  to 
which  Parliament  trusts  absolutely  to 
the  discretion  of  Ministers ;  and  it  is 
g^ranted  on  the  distinct  condition  and 
understanding  that  the  employment  of 
the  money  shall  be  absolutely  secret. 
Therefore,  on  that  ground,  I  would  ob- 
ject to  the  arrangement  suggested  by 
the  hon.  Member,  that  the  sum  ex- 
pended by  each  Office  should  be  placed 
upon  the  Estimates.  I  would  object  to 
it  on  the  ground  that  by  so  placing  it 
on  the  Estimates  it  would  diminish  the 
secrecy  of  the  expenditure.  If  Parlia- 
ment chooses  to  grant  this  money  as 
Secret  Service  money,  the  expenditure 
of  it  must  obviously  be  left  to  the  Mi- 
nistry. If  you  do  not  choose  to  grant 
Secret  Service  money  that  is  quite  a  dif- 
ferent thing.  If  the  House  of  Com- 
mons choose  to  deprive  the  Ministry  of 
the  day  of  these  funds,  that  will  be  a 
Tory  serious  step  for  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  take;  and  certainly,  if  the 
money  be  not  granted,  I  do  not  believe 
that  in  the  present  day  the  Government 
can  be  carried  on,  or  that  the  Services 
could  be  provided  for,  imless  Parliament 
granted  very  liberal  Estimates.  I  think 
the  hon.  Member  will  admit  that  the 
(iovemment  have  established  a  claim 
upon  the  House  by  altogether  sweeping 
away  the  expenditure  on  account  of 
Secret  Service  hitherto  charged  upon 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  which,  I  thought, 
was  an  ez^nditure  which  could  not  be 
defended  la  modem  times;  but  I  do 


hope  that  the  Government,  having  shown 
that  they  are  determined  that  Secret 
Service  money  shall  be  expended  only 
in  the  interests  of  the  State  and  for 
purposes  Parliament  controls,  inquiry  as 
to  the  details  of  expenditure  will  not  be 
Dressed 

Mr.  BEADLAUGH  :  I  desire  to  ac- 
knowledge, in  the  fullest  manner,  the 
concession  made  by  the  Government  in 
reference  to  the  charge  upon  the  Con- 
solidated Fund.  I  desire,  on  the  part 
of  Eadicals,  to  acknowledge  that  in  the 
frankest  manner.  But  what  the  noble 
Lord  now  says  in  defence  of  the  Vote  is 
precisely  what  used  to  be  said  in  defence 
of  the  very  expenditure  the  noble  Loifd 
has  abandoned.  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  the  same  kind  of  consideration  arises 
here.  There  are  no  means  of  knowing 
how  this  money  is  expended  ;  and  it  ap- 
pears from  answers  given  by  witnesses 
examined  by  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee that  it  has  sometimes  been  used 
to  supplement  payments  in  the  shape  of 
salaries 

Lobd'  eandolph  CHUECHILL  : 
That  was  many  years  ago. 

Mb.  BEADLAUGH :  Yes ;  but  the 
expenditure  was  secret  still;  and  per- 
haps a  more  acute  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee may  extract  similar  information. 
While  I  admit  that  the  noble  Lord  has 
been  frank  in  recognizing  the  distinction 
between  this  Vote  and  the  charge  on  the 
Consolidated  Fund  I  shall  be  compelled 
to  divide  the  House  against  the  Vote. 

Sir  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &c.) :  I  am  not  suprised  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr. 
Bradlaugh)  should  have  called  attention 
to  this  Vote ;  but  I  do  think  that  in  a 
g^eat  Empire  like  this  it  is  quite  impos- 
sible for  the  Public  Service  to  be  carried 
on  without  the  employment  of  Secret 
Service  money.  Nevertheless,  the  ab- 
straction of  £10,000  a-year  from  the 
Consolidated  Fund  for  that  purpose  was 
an  abuse,  and  I  am  glad  that  the  system 
has  been  abandoned.  I  think  the  Com- 
mittee ought  to  rest  satisfied  after  the 
stop  which  has  been  put  to  the  spending 
of  Secret  Service  money  for  electioneer- 
ing purposes.  This  sum  of  £50,000  is 
expended  on  the  responsibility  of  Her 
Majesty's  Ministers ;  and  all  that  can  be 
required  by  this  House  is  a  statement 
from  Ministers  on  honour  that  the  money 
has  been  expended  for  the  Secret  Ser- 
vice for  which  it  was  required. 
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Mb.  LABOUOHEEE  (Northampton) : 
A  good  deal  of  Secret  Service  money 
spent  by  the  Foreign  Office  is  not  really 
Secret  Service  money  in  any  sense  of 
the  word,  but  is  expended  in  giving 
pensions  to  the  widows  of  persons  who 
have  been  employed  by  the  Government. 
J  tbink  it  would  be  better  to  separate 
the  two  items — namely,  the  money 
really  employed  for  Secret  Service  pur- 
poses, and  that  which  is  given  away  in 
pensions.  I  am  not  asserting  for  a 
moment  that  these  pensions  to  widows 
and  others  who  have  rendered  service 
to  the  Government  ought  not  to  be  paid ; 
but  still  they  are  not  Secret  Service 
money,  and  it  appears  to  me  far  more 
desirable  that  the  Government  should 
ask  for  a  certain  sum  for  pensions  to 
widows  and  others,  where  there  is  no 
fund  specially  available  for  them,  in- 
stead of  putting  it  down  for  Secret  Ser- 
vice money. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.,  and 
Sligo,  S.) :  I  wish  to  ask  if  there  is  any 
truth  in  the  report  that  the  Government 
have  employed  a  shorthand  writer,  to- 
gether with  a  detective,  to  follow  Mr. 
Michael  Davitt  on  his  public  tour  in  the 
United  States ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the 
pay  of  those  individuals  is  provided  for 
under  the  head  of  Secret  Service  money  ? 

Lord  EANDOLPH  CHUKCHILL  : 
The  hon.  Member  must  know  that  no 
Minister  has  ever  answered  a  question 
with  regard  to  the  expenditure  of  Secret 
Service  money,  either  negatively  or 
affirmatively  ;  and  I  cannot  depart  from 
that  practice.  With  regard  to  the  em- 
ployment of  a  shorthand  writer,  I  have 
no  information  on  the  subject,  neither 
has  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Home 
Secretary. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided:— Ayes  159; 
Noes  54 :  Majority  105. — Div.  List, 
No.  24.) 

(5.)  £3,393,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland's  Office. 

Mr.  J.  W.  BARCLAY  (Forfarshire) : 
I  should  like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour)  what  authority  he  exer- 
cises over  the  Local  Bocurds  sitting  in 
Edinburgh?  It  was  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal reasons  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Secretary  for  Scotland  that  these  Boards 
were  practically  irresponsible,  and  it 
was    hoped    that    when   the    appoint- 


I  ment  was  made  the  Minister  would  be 
able  to  exercise  some  authority  over 
them.  The  Boards  to  which  I  refer  are 
the  Fishery  Board,  the  Lunacy  Commis- 
sion,  the  Poor  Law  Board,  and  the 
Board  of  Supervision.  It  has  often 
been  stated  in  this  House  that  none  of 
these  Boards  were  responsible.  Very 
considerable  complaints  have  been  made 
from  time  to  time  regarding  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Board  of  Superviaion  in 
the  administration  of  local  affairs ;  and 
we  know  quite  well  that  the  Board  prac- 
tically consists  of  only  one  individual, 
the  Chairman.  The  Board  of  Lunacj 
and  the  Fishery  Board  also  require  look- 
ing after ;  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether 
he  is  in  a  position  to  exercise  control 
over  these  Boards,  so  that  he  may  be 
responsible  in  this  House  for  their 
doings.  It  will  be  a  very  great  satisfae- 
tion  to  the  people  of  Scotland  to  know 
that  the  administration  of  affairs  re- 
lating to  Scotland  is  in  the  hands  and 
under  the  control  of  a  responsible  Mi- 
nister. If  the  right  hon.  Qendeman 
has  not  yet  sufficient  authority  under 
the  Act  of  Parliament,  I  hope  that  he 
will  direct  his  attention  to  the  subject* 
with  a  view  to  bringing  the  Local  Boards 
in  Scotland  under  his  control.  I  believe 
this  is  the  desire  of  the  people  of  Scot- 
land ;  and  I  am  sure,  if  he  succeeds  in 
accomplishing  this  object,  he  will  have 
done  a  great  deal  to  iustify  the  creation 
of  his  Office.  I  should  also  like  to  know 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ex- 
ercises as  much  authority  and  control 
over  the  Boards  in  Scotland  as  the  Local 
Government  Board  does  over  the  various 
Local  Boards  in  England  ? 

Sir  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &c.) :  My  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Forfarshire  has  put  a  Tery  im- 
portant question  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Secretary  for  Scotland ;  and 
I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  be 
able  to  g^vo  a  satisfactory  answer  with 
regard  to  the  Fishery  Board,  Lunacj 
Board,  Poor  Law  Board,  and  the  Board 
of  Supervision.  With  reference  to  the 
other  question  asked  by  my  hon.  Friend, 
as  to  the  extent  of  the  control  over  the 
Local  Boards  in  Edinburgh,  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  be  in  a 
much  better  position  if  he  had  that  con- 
trol in  Scotland  which  the  Home  Seere- 
tary  and  the  Local  Gh)Teniment  Board 
together  have  in  England.     Now,  Biry 
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ooming  to  the  establishment  of  this 
Office — the  Office  of  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland — ^I  find  we  hare  the  Secretary 
with  a  salary  of  £2,000  a-year ;  we  have 
the  Permanent  Under  Secretary,  with  a 
salary  of  £1,500  a-year,  and  £500,  the 
portion  of  his  pension  in  respect  of  service 
m  the  Education  Department.  We  have 
then  an  Assistant  Under  Secretary,  with 
a  salarv  of  £920.  But  under  these  three 
great  Officers  we  have  only  three  dorks. 
It  would,  therefore,  seem  that  this  Office 
has  a  very  large  head,  but  a  very  at- 
tenuated body.  I  hope  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  see  that  it  is  much 
better  that  he  should  have  all  these 
Scotch  Offices  and  Local  Bocurds  under 
his  control. 

The  SEORBTABY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub)  (Manchester,  E.) : 
The  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  George  Oamp- 
bell)  has  asked  me  the  nature  of  the 
powers  exercised  over  the  Scotch  Local 
Boards.  The  authority  I  exercise  over 
these  Boards  is  precisely  the  same  as 
that  which  was  exercised  by  the  Lord 
Advocate  under  the  law  which  existed 
before  my  Office  was  constituted  by 
Parliament;  and  in  answer  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Forfarshire  (Mr. 
Barclay)  I  have  to  say  that  the  autho- 
rity I  exercise  over  these  Boards  is  as 
great  as  that  formerly  exercised  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment here.  The  Statute  by  which 
my  Office  was  created  simply  transferred 
to  me  the  powers  which  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  pos- 
sewee.  These  powers,  I  admit,  are  not 
yenr  great  in  extent ;  indeed,  the  con- 
trol I  have  over  any  separate  Depart- 
ment is  yery  small ;  but  I  am  not  sure 
that  that  is  a  thing  wholly  to  be  re- 
gretted. The  Scottish  Boards  are  very 
peculiar  institutions,  and  there  is  no- 
thing analogous  to  them  in  Eng- 
land. They  have  worked  well,  and 
0O  lone  as  they  work  well  we  are 
enabled  through  them  to  avoid  undue 
centralisation ;  and,  therefore,  I  do  not 
think  it  wonld  be  consistent  with  the 
ordinary  rules  of  administration  and 
legislation  in  favour  in  this  country 
tut  we  should,  in  deference  to  theory, 
abolish  institutions  which  work  well  in 
practioe.  The  hon.  Gentleman  said  the 
Board  of  Snpervision  was  complained  of 
in  Scotland  because  of  its  arbitranr  inter- 
ference with  local  affairs ;  but  1  would 
Temind  the   hon.    Member   that   the 


powers  exercised  by  the  Board  of  Super- 
vision are  as  nothing  compared  with  the 
powers  exercised  in  England  by  the  Local 
Government  Board.  When  I  first  went  to 
the  Local  Gt>yernment  Board  about  a 
year  and  a-half  ago  I  was  astonished  at 
the  minute  supervision  and  control  which 
that  Board  exercises  over  everything 
connected  with  the  Poor  Law  Boards 
and  other  local  institutions  in  England. 
There  is  nothing  like  that  in  Scotland  ; 
and  so  long  as  we  get  on  without  that 
control  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  re- 
gard it  as  necessary.  With  regard  to 
the  Fishery  Board  and  the  Board  of 
Lunacy,  the  work  in  those  Departments 
is  very  g^eat,  and  only  one  or  two  mem- 
bers of  those  Boards  are  paid  for  their 
work,  the  other  assistance  being  given 
gratuitously ;  and  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  neither  the  Board  of  Super- 
vision, nor  any  other  Department,  can 
altogether  avoid  complaints,  sometimes 
just  and  sometimes  unjust.  For  my 
own  part,  I  do  not  think  we  Scotchmen 
have  serious  reason  to  be  discontented 
with  the  system  which  already  exists. 
Whether  it  will  be  modified  by  the 
Government  bringing  in  another  Local 
Government  Bill  is  not  settled.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir  George 
Campbell )  asked  me  whether  I  can 
say  conscientiously  that  I  have  earned 
my  pay.  Well,  Sir,  I  have  not  had 
a  long  opportunity  of  studying  that 
question;  and  I  do  not  know,  if  I 
came  to  an  unfavourable  conclusion 
with  regard  to  it,  that  I  should  care 
to  confide  my  opinion  to  my  hon. 
Friend.  But  I  must  say  that  the  duties 
of  the  Scotch  Office  are  not  so  insig^- 
ficant  as  the  hon.  Member  apparently 
supposes,  because,  as  Secretary  for  Soot- 
land,  I  am  not  only  at  the  head  of  the 
general  administration  of  the  country, 
but  also,  as  Vice  President  of  the  Council, 
I  am  at  the  head  of  the  Education 
Department.  These  two  Offices  together 
may  well  prevent  the  duties  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  Scotland  being  those  of  a 
sinecurist. 

Sir  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL :  I  simply 
expressed  my  surprise  that  there  were 
three  heads  of  the  Office  and  only  three 
clerks. 

Me.  a.  J.  BALFOUE:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  commented  on  the  high  pay 
of  the  two  head  permanent  officials  in 
the  Scotch  Office.  He  said  one  of  them 
received  £2,000  a-year.    That  is  true ; 
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but  he  does  not  reoeiye  that  as  Under 
Secretary  for  Scotland ;  he  receives  only 
£1,500  a-year  in  that  capacity.  Owing 
to  the  fact  that  Sir  Francis  Sandford  is 
the  Permanent  Under  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  we  have  not  only  secured  the 
services  of  one  of  the  very  ablest  public 
officials,  but  we  have  also  saved  the 
country  a  large  amount  in  hard  cash ; 
because  Sir  Francis  Sandford  is  entitled 
to  a  large  pension,  the  whole  of  which 
he  does  not  draw,  so  long  as  he  occupies 
the  post  of  Permanent  Under  Secretary. 
The  hon.  G-entleman  appears  to  me  to 
think  that  you  should  not  have  highly 
paid  officers  at  the  head  of  a  Depart- 
ment unless  you  have  a  large  number 
of  clerks  under  them.  I  cannot  agree 
with  that.  The  duties  may  not  be  so 
heavy  and  so  numerous  as  to  require  a 
large  staff  of  clerks ;  but  in  this  case 
they  are  of  so  important  a  character  that 
the  gentlemen  at  the  head  of  the  Office 
must  be  equal  in  position  and  character 
to  those  of  any  other  Office  at  White- 
hall. Therefore,  I  say  that  these  gen- 
tlemen eminently  deserve  the  salaries 
paid  to  them ;  and  I  do  not  think  we 
could  secure  the  kiud  of  men  we  want 
for  less  money. 

Me.  J.  W.  BAEOLAY :  I  do  not  de- 
sire that  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
should  have  any  more  interference  with 
local  affairs  than  there  is  at  present. 
What  we  want  is  a  responsible  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland,  and  not  an  irrespon- 
sible Board  as  in  Edinburgh.  Com- 
plaints have  been  made  as  to  undue  in- 
terference on  the  part  of  the  Board  of 
Supervision  in  Edinburgh,  and  in  regard 
to  the  other  Boards  I  shall  have  more 
to  say  later  on.  I  desire  that  the 
supervision  of  the  Boards  should  be 
exercised  by  someone  who  is  respon- 
sible for  it,  and  not  by  an  irresponsible 
person  in  Edinburgh.  The  Board  of 
Supervision,  as  I  have  said,  consists  only 
of  the  Chairman.  [**No,  no!"]  The 
Lord  Advocate  expresses  some  doubt 
about  that.  I  recollect  that  a  Eetum 
was  made  of  the  attendance  of  the  Board, 
and  we  found  that  seldom  anyone  be- 
sides the  Chairman  attended.  When 
the  Chairman  alone  was  present  it  was 
called  a  Committee,  and  the  Committee 
had  the  full  powers  of  the  Board.  This 
question  has  been  discussed  in  the 
House  for  many  years.  The  Board  has 
been  unsatisfactory,  and  is  unsatisfac- 
tory now ;  and  I  want  the  Secretary  for 
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Scotland  to  be  responsibla  f or  the  Boaid 
of  Supervision,  and  also  for  the  Fishery 
Board.  I  think  that  was  what  the 
Scottish  people  asked  for  whan  a  Seore- 
tary  was  appointed  for  Scotland.  I  in- 
vite the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gton* 
tleman  to  these  subjects,  and  to  say  that 
it  would  be  better  to  have  an  improved 
control  by  the  Secretary  for  Sootland, 
who  is  responsible  to  this  Honse. 

Sib  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL :  I  have 
known  Sir  Francis  Sandford  all  my  life, 
and  I  am  aware  that  we  could  not  have 
a  more  valuable  public  servant ;  bnt  it 
does  seem  to  me,  from  the  very  modesty 
and  slenderness  of  the  Staff,  that  there 
must  be  very  little  detailed  work  in  the 
Office,  with  the  exception  of  the  educa* 
tional  work.  I  agree  with  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Forfarshire  that  it  wonid 
be  desirable  for  the  Seoretaiy  for  Scot- 
land to  exercise  a  more  complete  oontrdl 
over  the  Scotch  Boards,  which  I  agree 
are  unpopular  in.Scotland,  and  centraUss 
too  much.  We  want  a  oontrolline  power 
over  them ;  and  in  so  far  as  wej  aie 
not  responsible  to  the  Seoretaxj  for 
Scotland  they  are  not  responsible  to 
Parliament.  1  think  these  Boards  should 
be  made  over  to  the  Department  of  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland,  in  order  that  he 
may  have  full  working  power  in  oon- 
nection  with  them. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

(6.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  fom,  not  exceeding  £2,7M,  1m 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sob 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  whidi  will  ooas 
in  coarse  of  payment  during  the  year  — «<*tttg 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  SalariM 
and  Ezpraises  of  the  Department  of  the  QnaMi't 
and  Lord  Treasurer's  Kememhrancer  in  TlTohe 
quer,  Scotland,  of  certain  Offioem  in  HfM?t1and, 
and  other  Charges  formerly  on  the  Heredituy 
Revenue." 

Mr.  LABOUCHEBE  (Northampton): 
I  observe  in  this  Vote  a  charge  of  £500 
for  the  Ljon  Kine-at-Arms,  and  also 
a  charge  of  £75  for  three  heralds  at 
£25  each,  and  three  pureuiTanta  at 
£16  13«.  4d.  each.  Now,  I  have  asked 
many  times  in  this  House  what  is  the 
use  of  these  heralds,  pursuiyants,  and 
Kings- at- Arms ;  but  I  haTe  never  had  a 
reasonable  reply.  I  understand  the 
duties  of  the  Lyon  King-at-Arms  is  to 
provide  pedigrees  and  arms  for  those 
who  have  neither  pedigrees  nor  arms.  I 
am  told  by  an  hon.  Member  from  Boot- 
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land  that  lie  punnies  a  speeies  of  touting 
Bystem.  An  hon.  Friend  of  mine  re- 
oeiyed  a  letter  from  the  Lyon  King-at- 
ArmSf  not  long  ago,  offering  to  provide 
him  with  a  pedigree  at  a  reasonable 
price  if  he  was  ready  to  pay  for  it.  Of 
oonrse,  my  hon.  Friend  being  a  sensible 
man,  entirely  declined  to  have  that  pedi- 
gree forced  upon  him.  Then  there  was 
another  case  of  a  eentleman  from  Scot- 
land having  a  shi^d  before  his  name  in 
I>odd*»  Parliamentary  Ouide^  on  which  a 
wild  animal  was  exhibited ;  immediately 
he  g^t  a  letter  from  the  Lyon  King-at- 
Arms,  asking  him  what  he  meant  by 
exhibiting  this  animal  on  the  shield, 
and  stating  that  he  ought  to  pay  a  sum 
of  money  and  have  a  genuine  coat  of 
arms.  I  may  be  told  that  this  office 
pays  for  itself.  That  makes  the  case 
even  worse.  There  are  certain  things 
which  are  immoral  and  ought  not  to  be 
done.  This  is  one  of  them,  and  we 
Ofaght  not  to  provide  a  salary  for  a  Lyon 
King-at-Arms  and  persons  connected 
with  him,  in  order  that  he  should  foist 
off  upon  poor,  simple-minded,  ignorant 
Scotsmen  pedigrees  and  arms  for  a  small 
fee.  I  regard  the  whole  thing  as  utterly 
immoral;  and  I  object  to  the  State 
having  anything  to  do  with  these  tom- 
fooleries. By  all  means,  let  us  do  away 
with  these  heralds  and  pursuivants  and 
this  Lyon  King-at-Arms.  I  shall  divide 
the  House  against  this  Vote.  I  may  not, 
perhaps,  get  a  majority — I  never  do; 
bat  I  ^aU  give  hon.  Members  an  op- 
portunity of  protesting  against  this 
ridiculous  office.  If  we  do  not  continue 
to  protest  against  the  Lyon  King-at- 
Arma  we  shall,  perhaps,  be  called  upon 
hereafter  to  pay  £500  a-year  for  a  Uni- 
com King-at-Arms. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

'*That  a  Bom,  not  dxceeding  £2,126,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
neoeMary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  coorae  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
<m  the  3l8t  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Department  of  the  Queen's 
and  Lford  Treasurer's  Remembrancer  in  Exche- 
quer, Scotland,  of  certain  Officers  in  Scotland, 
and  other  Charges  formerly  on  the  Hereditary 
BaTenne."-'(Jlfr.  Lab<meher$,) 

Mb.  hunter  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  Can 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  inform  me 
what  was  the  amount  of  fees  receired  in 
the  office  during  the  year  1885  ? 

8ni  HEEBERT  MAXWELL  (A 
liOBD  of  the  TasASTTRY)  (Wigton) :  The 
amount  of  fees  receiyed  last  year  was 


£500,  and  the  same  amount  is  calcu- 
lated as  the  receipts  this  yecur.  The  fines 
and  forfeitures  m  the  Justiciary  and 
Sheriff  Courts  which  come  to  the  office  of 
Lyon  King-at-Arms  amount  to  £4,500, 
making  in  all  £5,000,  against  a  charge 
for  the  Lyon  Office  of  £6,425.  The  cost 
of  the  Lyon  Office  is  not,  as  was  stated 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton 
(Mr.  Labouchere),  £500,  but  a  nttle 
over  £160. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  :  (Kirk- 
caldy,  &c.) :  I  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  that  tiie 
office  of  Lyon  King-at-Arms  is  a  very 
ridiculous  one,  and  I  shall  vote  with 
him  for  the  reduction  of  the  Vote.  I 
shall  ask  the  support  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber in  opposition  to  some  other  items 
in  the  Vote  to  which  I  object— namely, 
those  for  the  Law  Agent  and  Clerk  to 
the  Bible  Board,  £180  ;  Queen's  Plate, 
£198,  run  for  at  the  Caledonian  Hunt. 

Sir  HERBERT  MAXWELL :  With 
regard  to  the  Bible  Board,  the  position 
is  one  which  can  be  defended  on  the 
score  of  its  cheapness,  the  annual  cost 
being  only  £180.  At  the  same  time,  its 
duties  are  not  unimportant,  inasmuch  as 
it  guarantees  the  text  of  every  Bible  in 
Scotland.  The  members  of  the  Board 
perform  their  work  gratuitously,  and 
the  £180  to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
takes  exception  is  really  paid  to  the 
Lord  Advocate  and  Solicitor  General. 
The  offices  of  Majesty's  Limner  and 
Historiographer  are  the  sole  remnants 
of  the  ancient  Monarchy  of  Scotland, 
and  as  they  cost  so  very  little  I  think 
they  must  be  considered  a  very  cheap 
memorial.  With  regard  to  the  money 
voted  for  the  Queen's  Plates,  I  would 
ask  the  hon.  Member  for  Kirkcaldy  to 
compare  the  very  modest  amount  for  the 
Queen's  Plates  in  Scotland  with  the  sums 
voted  for  them  in  England  and  Ireland. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  I  have 
always  held  that  two  blacks  do  not  make 
a  white;  and  I  object  to  the  Queen's 
Plates  in  England  as  well  as  in  Scotland. 
With  regard  to  the  Bible  Board,  I 
should  have  thought  that  the  correctness 
of  the  text  of  the  Bible  might  very  well 
have  been  left  to  the  printer.  I  am 
under  the  impression  that  not  long  ago 
an  august  body  found  that  the  text  of 
the  Bible  was  very  impure  and  in- 
correct.   

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  I  ask  leave  to 
withdraw  my  Amendment,  in  order  to  in- 
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elude,  in  another  Amendment  which  I 
will  then  move,  the  items  to  which  my 
hon.  Friend  objects.  The  amount  of 
the  reduction  I  shall  propose  would  be 
£1,200,  and  my  Amendment  would  then 
include  the  items  for  the  Bible  Board, 
the  Queen's  Limner  and  Historiographer, 
and  the  Queen's  Plates.  It  is  very 
gratifying  to  find  this  feeling  of  eco- 
nomy amongst  Scotch  Members.  I  have 
fenerally  found,  in  moving  such  a  re- 
uction,  that  Scotchmen  have  been  in- 
clined to  think  that  all  is  grist  that 
comes  to  the  Scotch  mill.  1  have,  in 
this  House,  opposed  Scotch  Votes,  and 
I  have  found  even  economical  Scotchmen 
indignantly  protesting  against  anything 
which  the  Saxon  gave  being  cut  off. 
They  have  generally  acted  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  taking  all  they  can  get.  I  in- 
clude the  Historiographer  and  the  Lim- 
ner all  the  more  readily  for  the  expla- 
nation which  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell)  has  g^ven.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  says  that  these  are  remnants 
of  the  Scotch  Monarchy.  The  Scottish 
Monarchy  has  disappeared  entirely. 
From  his  statement  one  would  imagine 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  a  Sepa- 
ratist. I  do  not  see  why  we  should  pay 
salaries  to  two  gentlemen  of  £184  and 
£97  respectively,  merely  to  perpetuate 
the  recollection  of  the  existence  of  the 
Scotch  Monarchy.  The  Scotch  Mo- 
narchy is  entirely  merged  into  the  Eng- 
lish Monarchy.  [Sir  Geobgb  Campbell  : 
No,  no !]  I  see  that  I  am  now  treading 
on  dangerous  ground,  and  I  will,  there- 
fore, not  continue  my  observations  on 
this  point ;  but  simply  ask  leave  to 
withdraw  my  Motion  for  the  purpose  of 
moving  to  reduce  the  Vote  by  £1,289. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,466,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  earn 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  81st  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Department  of  the  Queen*s 
and  Lord  Treasurer's  Remembrancer  in  Exche- 
quer, Scotland,  of  certain  Offices  in  Scotland, 
and  other  Charges  formerly  on  the  Hereditary 
Revenue.** — {Mr.  Labouchin.) 

Mr.  JOED  an  (Clare,  W.) :  If  there 
he  not  a  single  Bible  Board  connected 
with  England  and  Ireland,  I  do  not 
see  why  we  should  pay  for  a  Bible 
Board    for    Scotland,    except    on    the 

Mr,  Ldboueh$re 


ground  that  the  Sootoh  people  axe  muoh 
more  religious  than  the  people  of  the 
other  two  countries.  With  regard  to 
the  offices  of  Queen's  Limner  and 
Historiographer,  I  understand  that  thaae 
are  remnants  of  a  past  Monarchy,  and 
on  that  ground  I  think  they  ought  to  be 
abolished.  Finally,  as  to  the  Queen's 
Plates,  if  there  ought  to  be  Queen'i 
Plates,  by  all  means  let  them  be  Queen's 
Plates  in  reality,  but  do  not  pay  for  them 
out  of  the  taxpayers'  money. 

Me.  CLANCY  (DabHn  Ck>..  N.) :  I 
shall  support  the  Motion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  (Mr.  Laboa- 
chere).  I  do  not  support  the  hon. 
Member's  Motion  from  any  desire  to 
cut  down  Scoteh  Votes,  because  I  do 
not  think  that  the  people  of  Scotland 
get  their  fair  share  as  it  is;  but  lam 
perfectly  prepared  to  Yote  for  a  aimUar 
reduction  in  the  case  of  Ireland^  and 
when  we  reach  the  point  I  shall  pro- 
pose to  reduce  the  Estimate  by  the  item 
of  the  charge  for  the  IJlstor  £jLiig*at- 
Arms.  I  think,  however,  it  would  be 
more  satisfactory  if  the  hon.  Member 
would  exclude  from  his  Motion  the 
charge  for  the  Bible  Board.  For  my 
part,  I  am  certainly  in  farour  of  re- 
taining that  particular  portion  of  the 
Yoto,  because  I  do  not  think  that  a 
provision  of  this  kind,  tonding,  as  many 
consider,  to  the  well-being  of  reliffion, 
ought  to  bo  excluded.  I  am,  therelorey 
willing  to  Yoto  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton,  provided  the  charge  for 
the  Bible  Board  is  excluded  from  the 
proposed  reduction. 

Mr.  LABOUCHEBE  :  I  am  nneUe 
to  make  that  alteration.  I  must  point 
out  to  the  hon.  Member  that  this  Yoto 
for  the  Bible  Board  has  nothing  to  do 
with  religion.  The  printers'  reader 
takes  a  Bible  of  any  particular  edition* 
and  sees  that  the  words  are  the  same  at 
in  the  orthodox  edition.  The  same  tort 
of  thing  goes  on  in  every  printing  offioe. 
The  Law  Agent  is  simply  an  iSe  gen- 
tleman who  takes  the  salary,  and  em* 
ploys  a  reader  to  do  the  work. 

Mb.  HUNTER:  I  should  like  the 
GovernmeDt  to  tell  us  who  is  the  Histo- 
riographer, aud  who  is  the  Limner. 

Mr.  ANDERSON  (Elgin  and  Nairn) : 
Can  the  hon.  Baronet  toll  ns  what  ia 
the  arrangement  with  regard  to  the  Law 
Asrent  and  the  Bible  Board  ? 

Sia  HERBERT  MAXWELL:  The 
original  arrangement  was  that  this  Yoto 
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should  be  omitted  from  the  Estimates  | 
for  1884-5.  I  am  informed  that  a  settle- 
ment of  the  question  is  at  present  pend- 
ing ;  and  it  is  to  be  considered  whether 
the  duties  shaU  continue  to  be  retained 
by  the  Office,  or  be  transferred  to  the 
Chfioe  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland. 

Mb.  J.  W.  BARCLAY  (Forfarshire) : 
I  should  certainly  think  that  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland,  with  a  printer's  reader, 
could  do  this  work  without  the  assist- 
ance of  a  lawyer.  I  understand  that 
the  effect  of  this  arrangement  is  simply 
to  create  a  monopoly  in  the  book  mar- 
ket. I  suggest  that  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  might,  with  advantage,  devote 
some  of  his  attention  to  these  matters, 
which  take  up  a  great  deal  of  time  year 
after  year,  and  which,  I  think,  could  be 
very  easily  put  on  a  satisfactory  footing. 

Mb.  O'HEA  (Donegal.  W.):  I  shall 
support  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Northampton  (Mr.  Labouchere)  ; 
and  I  shall  do  so  on  the  ground  that  I 
think  a  case  has  been  abundantly  made 
out  on  behalf  of  the  taxpayers  gene- 
rally. These  items  ought  not  to  be  al- 
lowed, on  the  ground  of  economy,  to 
remain  on  the  Estimates,  unless  they 
are,  at  any  rate,  very  considerably  re- 
duced. The  remarks  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman have  been  perfectly  satisfactory 
to  me,  and  I  think  they  ought  also  to  be 
so  to  the  Committee.  I  altogether  ob- 
ject to  the  extravagance  of  the  sums 
proposed  to  be  voted  for  this  obsolete 
system.  I  understand  that  the  function 
of  the  Bible  Board  has  been  to  preserve 
the  Bible  in  its  condition  of  orthodoxy. 
Tears  ago  there  was  a  considerable 
outcry,  and  that  outcry  had  the  effect  of 
extinguishing  altogether  in  Ireland  the 
circulation  of  Bibles  purporting  to  be 
Douay  Bibles,  but  in  reality  Bibles  pub- 
lished by  a  proselytizing  Protestant  So- 
ciety in  England.  The  Catholic  Episco- 
pacy are  quite  able  to  attend  to  their 
own  interests  in  this  matter ;  and  I  think 
that  the  Scotch  Presbyterians,  in  like 
manner,  should  themselves  look  after 
what  they  conceive  to  be  the  purity  of 
their  Bibles,  and  protect  their  own  inte- 
rests. An  item  which  seems  to  me  to 
be  an  unnecessary  extravagance  is  that 
for  the  Queen's  Limner  and  the  Queen's 
Historiographer.  If  anybody  wishes  to 
make  himself  acquainted  with  the  his- 
tory of  Scotland,  he  will  find  no  diffi- 
culty in  tracing  that  history  down  to  the 
present   time    from    the  '^erj  earliest 
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period  of  antiquity — from  the  very  era 
of  fable — ^by  going  to  the  public  libra- 
ries and  consulting  their  comprehensive 
histories.  I,  therefore,  fail  to  see  why 
we  want  this  item  for  a  Boyal  Historio- 
grapher. [O-tM  o/** Divide!"]  Even 
the  cacoethea  loquendi  of  hon.  Members 
opposite  will  not  prevent  me  from 
making  such  observations  as  I  deem 
expedient.  As  to  the  item  for  Her 
Majesty's  Limner,  it  is  to  be  supposed, 
and  to  be  hoped,  that  Scotland  possesses 
picture  galleries  in  addition  to  libraries 
and  museums — that  it  possesses  por- 
traits of  celebrities  who  figured  in  the 
Monarchical  times  of  Scotch  history ;  and 
now  that  photography  has  been  brought 
to  such  perfection,  if  anyone  wants  to 
have  a  copy  of  any  of  these  pictures,  he 
can  get  a  photograph  of  it  for  1«.  I 
think,  therefore,  that  this  item  for  Her 
Majesty's  Limner  might  be  very  well 
dispensed  with.  I  make  these  obser- 
vations purely  on  the  ground  of  eco- 
nomy, as  I  think  this  portion  of  the 
Estimates  should  be  very  considerably 
reduced 

Mr.  HARRIS  (Galway,  E.) :  I  did 
not  intend  to  take  part  in  this  discus- 
sion, though,  indeed,  I  have  felt  for  a 
long  time  that  the  Scotch  people  had 
been  making  fools  of  themselves  with 
regard  to  this  Limner  and  Historio- 
grapher. Next  to  this  form  of  humbug, 
I  think  they  are  very  much  making  fools 
of  themselves  about  the  Bible. 

The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
her  will  please  address  himself  to  the 
Vote,  which  is  a  financial  question. 

Mr.  HARRIS :  I  notice  that  in  the 
debate  on  the  Crofters  Bill— [**  Order ! "] 
— the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  present  Lord  Advocate  recommended 
that  the  only  concession  which  should  be 
made  to  the  crofters  should  be  to  allow 
them  to  go  to  Manitoba,  Kamschatka, 
or  other  places  where  they  would  be  al- 
lowed to  take  their  Bibles  with  them. 
Well,  however  valuable  the  Bible  may 
be  to  the  Scotch  crofters 

The  chairman  :  I  must  request 
the  hon.  Gentleman  to  attend  to  my  ad- 
vice, and  to  address  himself  to  the  Vote. 

Mb.  HARRIS :  Well,  Sir,  aUow  me 
to  say  that  I  support  the  hon.  Member 
who  has  brought  forward  this  proposi- 
tion. 

Mb.  hunter  :  We,  as  yet,  have  no 
information  as  to  who  this  Limner  and 
Historiographer  are. 
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Sir  HERBERT  MAXWELL :  The 
Historiographer  is  Dr.  Skene,  a  very 
well  known  gentleman  in  Scotland,  and 
the  Limner  is  Sir  Noel  Paton. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL:  Does 
the  Limner  supply  any  pictures  for  the 
money  ? 

Mr.  JORDAN:  Is  there  a  similar 
Vote  for  Ireland  or  England  ? 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes  59  ; 
Noes  141:  Majority  82. — ^Div.  List, 
No.  25.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  fo, 

(7.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £12,780,  be 
grranted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  Slst  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Fishery  Board  in  Scot- 
land and  for  Grants  in  Aid  of  Piers  or  Quays.'* 

Mr.  J.  W.  BAECLAY  (Forfarshire) : 
When  the  Vote  on  Account  on  the  last 
occasion  was  before  the  House,  I  took 
the  opportunity  of  calling  attention  to 
the  constitution  of  the  Scotch  Fishery 
Board,  and  to  some  of  its  proceedings. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  G-entleman 
(Mr.   J.  B.   Balfour)   who  then  spoke 
for  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  told  us 
that  everyone  in  Scotland  was  satisfied 
with  it.     But  if  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land had  the  advantage   of  represent- 
ing  a  Scotch    constituency  he    would 
find  that  that  is  not  the  case.       All 
round  the  Coast  of  Scotland  there  are 
general  complaints  as  to  the  constitution 
of  the  Board  and  its  working.      The 
people  think  it  is  practically  worthless. 
There  is  no  one  practically  acquainted 
with  sea  fishing  on  this  Board.     I  have 
nothing  whatever  to   say  against   the 
scientific  portion  of  the  Board.     I  have 
read,  with  great  interest,  their  last  Ee- 
port,  and  I  think  the  scientific  side  of 
the  Board  is  well  represented,  and  that 
it  has  done  as  much  as  could  be  expected 
in  the  direction  of  scientific  investigation. 
But  the  fishermen  complain,  and  I  think 
with  a  great  deal  of  justice,  that  there 
i8  no  one  on  the  Board  practically  ac- 
quainted with  fisheries  who  can  be  of 
assistance  to  them  on  fishing  questions, 
procure  for  them  the  information  they 
ought  to  possess,  and  guard  their  interests 
in  every  way.  "We  had  a  very  good  example 
of  the  acting  Board,  on  a  recent  occa- 
sion, in  an  attempt  to  carry  out  the  law 


with  respect  to  restrictionB  on  trawling. 
In  that  effort  the  Board  defined  oertom 
areas,  in  accordance  with  the  powen 
contained  in  a  recent  Act,  one  of  these 
areas  being  on  the  Coast  of  Fife,  and 
the  other  along  the  Aberdeenshire  Coast. 
There  was  not  much  complaint  about  the 
Firth  of  Forth;   but  the  fishermen  in 
Forfarshire    and    Aberdeenshire    com- 
plained very  strongly  that  the   areas 
there  laid   off  were  altogether  inade- 
quate in  extent  to  answer  properly  the 
questions  which  the  Board  proposed  to 
decide  as  to  the  habits  of  the  fish  and 
the  effect  of  trawling  on  the  food  supply 
of  the  country.     A  deputation  of  fisner- 
men  came  up  to  London,  at  great  ex- 
pense, both  of  time  and  money — a  con- 
siderable number  of  them — and   they 
stated  their  case  to  Lord    Dalhousie, 
then  Secretary  for  Scotland.    As  might 
have  been  anticipated,  however,  Lord 
Dalhousie   did  not  feel  himself  justi- 
fied in  overruling  the  judgment  of  the 
Fishery  Board.     But  I  think  that  those 
present  on  that  occasion,  who  were  dis- 
interested and  took  an  impartial  view  of 
the  case,  were  satisfied  that  the  fisher- 
men had  made  out  their  case,  and  that 
they  had  been  put  to  the  trouble  and 
ex|)en8e  of  coming  to  London  unneces- 
sarily.    They  saw,  in  fact,  that  though 
the  fishermen  had  a  good  case,  the  result 
of  their  interview  was  a  foregone  con- 
clusion.     That    is  one  illustration    of 
the  disadvantage  the  fishermen  expe- 
rience through  having  no  fishermen  on 
the  Board,  who  would  be  able  to  keep 
the  Board  right  on  matters  such  as  the 
area  which   should  be  flowed  to  test 
the  effect  of  trawling,  and  would  be  able 
to  satisfy  the  men  that  their  interests 
were  duly  protected.   Another  important 
question  with  which  the  Boa^  deals,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  in  an  unsatisfactory 
manner  is  that  of  fishing  harbours.     I 
think  that  a  large  proportion,  if  not  the 
whole,  of  the  money  which  has  been 
spent  by  the  Board  on  harbours  has 
been  practically  thrown  away.    The  last 
experiment  was  the  making  of  a  harbour 
at  Ness  Point  in  Skye,  and  that  harbour 
has  now  silted  up  with  sand,  a  contin- 
gency which,  I  am  informed,  was  fore- 
seen by  the  fishermen  and  foretold  to 
tho  engineer  of  the  Board.      I  do  not 
wish  to  say  a  word  against  the  engi- 
neers to  the  Board,  who  are  gentlemen 
of   high   reputation.      We   know  that 
all    GiDvemment   officials,  when    their 
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doings  are  disoussed  in  this  House, 
are  said  to  have  a  high  reputation, 
and  to  be  thoroughly  qualified  for  the 
performance  of  their  duties ;  but  I  think 
it  would  be  much  better  for  the  Board 
to  have  an  engineer  exclusively  at  their 
own  service,  and  not  to  have  to  take 
professional  advice  such  as  that  of  the 
Messrs.  Stevenson.  Ifc  has  been  strongly 
represented  to  me  by  those  able  to  judge 
of  this  matter  that  it  would  bo  much 
more  to  the  advantage  of  the  Fishery 
Board  if  they  employed  their  own  engi- 
neers. Then  I  think  the  Board  are  in  the 
habit  of  spending  far  too  large  sums  of 
money  on  one  harbour.  The  small 
amount  of  the  grant  was  not  intended  to 
be  accumulated  in  order  that  it  should  be 
spent  in  one  large  sum  on  one  harbour, 
but  to  give  assistance  in  comparatively 
small  sums  to  many  small  fishing  vil- 
lages round  the  Coasts.  I  have  myself 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Fishery 
Board  a  fishing  port  on  the  Forfarshire 
coast,  where,  I  think,  a  very  small  ex- 
penditure may  be  made  with  great 
advantage  to  the  fishermen  and  to  the 
development  of  the  fishing,  and  it  was  a 
case  where  arrangements  might  be  made 
whereby  the  local  proprietor  would  co- 
operate with  the  Fishery  Board  in  order 
to  produce  the  desired  improvements. 
I  think  it  would  be  very  desirable  if  we 
could  have  a  Beturn  placed  before  us  of 
how  the  money  has  been  expended  for 
some  years  past.  [Sir  Geoboe  Bal- 
FOUB  (Kincardine) :  We  had  that.] 
These  are  all  points  to  which  I  wish  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  for 
S^tland  would  direct  his  attention.  I 
would  request  him  to  bestow  his  atten- 
tion particularly  upon  the  constitution 
of  the  Board.  Since  I  called  attention 
to  this  subject  in,  I  think,  June  last, 
one  of  the  Members  of  the  Board  has 
resigned.  I  believe  the  Members  are 
appointed  for  five  years,  and  that  the 
period  of  retirement  of  the  other  Mem- 
bers has  not  yet  arrived ;  so  that  it  will, 
of  course,  be  impossible  for  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  exercise  any  active  in- 
terference with  the  other  appointments 
until  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  Office. 
But  I  desire  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
express  an  opinion  in  favour  of  appoint- 
ing to  the  present  vacancy  some  practical 
fisherman — some  person  who  is  really 
acquainted  with  fishing,  and  who  will 
keep  the  Board  right  on  these  matters. 
Several  Members  on  the  Board  are,  no 


doubt,  very  well  acquainted  with  salmon 
fishing;  but  I  do  not  think  it  can  be 
said  that  any  single  Member  has  any 
practical  acquaintance  with  sea  fishing. 
I  trust  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  be 
prepared  to  use  his  utmost  endeavours 
to  increase  the  efficiency  of  this  Board 
in  the  filling  up  of  the  existing  vacancy 
by  a  practical  fisherman.  I  can  assure 
him  that  there  are  many  fishermen  all 
round  the  Coast  who  have  taken  a  very 
great  interest  in  the  subject,  and  that 
the  universal  opinion  at  the  present 
time  among  them  is  that  for  their  pur- 
poses the  existence  of  the  Fishery 
Board,  as  at  present  constituted,  is 
practically  useless. 

Mr.  MAEJ0EIBANK8  (Berwick- 
shire) :  My  hon.  Friend  who  has  just 
sat  down  (Mr.  Barclay)  has  referred  to 
three  special  points  with  regard  to  the 
action  of  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board. 
The  first  of  these  three  is  with  regard 
to  the  constitution  of  the  Board.  I 
think  the  hon.  Member  is  rather  unfair 
on  the  Board,  for  he  gave  us  to  under- 
stand that,  as  at  present  constituted,  it 
is  thoroughly  worthless.  I  do  not  agree 
with  the  hon.  Member  in  that  case.  As 
reconstructed,  the  Board  has  proved 
itself  an  exceedingly  useful  body ;  and 
its  Eeports,  issued  during  the  last  four 
years,  are  exceedingly  valuable.  The 
work  the  Board  has  done  in  the  collec- 
tion of  useful  information  in  regard  to 
sea  fishing,  and  as  to  the  way  in  which 
it  may  be  better  conducted,  and  as  to 
the  amount  of  fish  caught  at  different 
places,  is  very  valuable,  and  will  be  the 
foundation  for  much  that  will  be  very 
useful  in  the  future.  Then,  again,  I 
think  the  hon.  Gentleman  should  re- 
member that  this  Board,  which  carries 
on  its  work  so  well,  is  an  unpaid  Board. 
The  Chairman  is  paid,  and  the  Secretary 
receives  a  salary,  and  I  believe  that  a 
scientific  gentleman — Professor  Cottar 
Ewart— also  gets  some  remuneration ; 
but  as  for  the  others  they  give  their 
valuable  work  and  services  for  nothing. 
Moreover,  I  think  they  are  much  better 
qualified  to  deal  with  the  subject  than 
the  hon.  Gentleman  seems  inclined  to 
admit.  As  to  the  desirability  of  intro- 
ducing some  practical  fishermen  on  the 
Board  I  entirely  sympathize  with  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  so  far  as  thinking  that 
the  Board  is  undoubtedly  weak  in  this 
respect — that  there  is  no  one  on  it  to 
g^ve  expression  to  the  views  of    the 
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fishermen    themselves.     But    I    doubt 
very  much  whether  it  would  be  possible 
to  appoint  a  practical  fisherman  on  the 
Board.      I  want  to  know,  if    you  did 
appoint  such  a  man,  how  he  could  give 
up  his  time  and  bis  occupation  of  fish- 
ing and  go  to  live  in  Edinburgh,  in  order 
to  attend  to  the  business  of  the  Board  ? 
I  do  not  think  that  any  fisherman  of  my 
hon.  Friend's  constituency  would  like 
to  be  constantly  attending  the    Board. 
Still,  I  do  think  the  Board  might  very 
well  be  strengthened  by  the  addition  to 
its  Members  of  some  gentleman  who  is 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the  views 
of  the  Scotch  fishermen,  and  I  recom- 
mend that  consideration  to  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour).    Now,  as  to  the  question 
of  trawling,  let  me,  first  of  all,  say,  as  a 
Member  of  the  Trawling  Commission, 
that  our    recommendation   that  power 
should  be  given  to  the  Scotch  Fishery 
Board  to  stop  trawling  in  the  territorial 
waters  was  something  in  the  nature  of 
a  compromise  between  the  opinions  of 
the  different  Members  of  the  Commis- 
sion.    I  think  the  far  better  plan  would 
have  been  to  have  altogether  prohibited 
trawling  in  all  territorial  waters.     That 
might  have  been  done  without  injury 
to  the  trawling  industry,  and  it  would 
have  been  found  of  the  greatest  use  and 
service  to  that  very  class  of  fishermen 
who  are  least  able  to  go  far  to  sea,  and 
who  carry  on  their  arduous  profession 
under  most  difficult  conditions — I  mean 
especially  the  very  young  and  the  very 
ola  fishermen,    men  who,  perhaps,  are 
possessed  of  only  a  small  boat,  who  can- 
not get  far  out  to  sea,  but  who  manage 
to  eke  out  a  living  by  fishing  close  to 
shore.     These  are  the  men  with  whom 
the  steam  trawlers,  particularly  those  on 
the  Coasts  of  Scotland,  most  interfere. 
But  another  thing  to  be  considered  is 
this — that  the  amount  of  fish  caught  by 
trawlers  within  the  territorial  limits  of 
any  coast  is  infinitesimal.     Trawlers,  as 
a  rule,  are  well-found  vessels,  well  able 
to  go  to  sea,  and  well  able  to  carry  on 
their  work.     I  need  hardly  say  that  a 
vessel  which  drags  a  heavy  trawl  behind 
her  should  be  a  strong  vessel,  and  a  vessel 
that  will  stand  a  considerable  amount  of 
knocking  about  at  sea.     Then,  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  conduct  of  the  Fishery 
Board  itself,  in  respect  to  our  recom- 
mendation, was  probably  also  the  result 
of  a  compromise.   They  have  done  some- 
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thing  rather  less  than  we  intended  ahoold 
be  done  when  we  included  the  recom- 
mendation I  have  mentioned  in  our  Be* 
port.    The  Board  have  taken  it  as  if  the 
recommendation  was  purely  for  the  par- 
pose  of  an  experiment;    but  everyone 
who  reads  the  Beport  will  see  that  that 
is  not  so,  but  that  it  was  recommended 
the  Board  should  be  given  full    and 
complete   power    to  prohibit    trawling 
within  the  three-mile  limit  all  roonS 
Scotland.     I  think  it  is  exceedingly  un- 
fortunate that  when  this  recommenda- 
tion was  adopted  in  the  Act  of  1885  the 
Fishery  Board  did  not  extend  the  area 
of  prohibited  water ;  at  any  rate,  they 
might  have  extended  it  to  the  Moray 
Firth.     It  must   be  remembered  that 
on  the  Coast  of  Scotland    the  places 
within  the  three-mile  limit  where  traw- 
lers can  come  are  few ;  it  is  essentially 
a  rocky  coast,  and,  excepting  in  a  veiy 
few  places,  it  is  impossible  to  cany  on 
trawling  at  all.     My  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Forfarshire   proceeded  to 
deal  with  the  harbour  question,  and  to 
find  considerable  fault  with  the  Sootch 
Fishery  Board  with  regard  to  its  action 
in  connection  with  the  harbour  grant. 
Well,  now,  it  is  hardly  fair  to  blame  the 
present  Board ;  and  in  regard  to  the  old 
Board  I  must  say  that,  in  my  opinion, 
its  administration  of  this  fund  ever  since 
it  was  granted  in  1829  has  proved  most 
unsatisfactory.     As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
Scotch  Fishery  Board  between  1829  and 
1882  dealt  with  no  less  than  28  harbours 
on  the  Coast  of  Scotland.      Since  then, 
of  course,  some  others  have  been  dealt 
with.     If  my  memory  serves  me,  the 
amount  of  public  money  spent  on  the 
28  harbours  between  1829  and  1882  was 
£149,000,  and  the  money  raised  in  the 
localities  during  the  same  time  amounted 
to  something  like  £71,000;  in  all,  some- 
thing like  £250,000  sterling  was  spent 
on  those  harbours.      Of  that  £250,000 
sterling,  £140,000  was  spent  on  two  har- 
bours alone— namely,  £60,000  on  Dun- 
bar Harbour,  and  £80,000  on  Anstmther 
Harbour.     Now,  what  is  the  result  of 
this  expenditure  of  money  ?    Why,  that 
of  all  these  harbours  on  the  Ooast  of 
Scotland,  there  is  not  a  single  one  which 
an  ordinary  big  fishing  boat  can  enter 
at  all  states  of  the  tide;  indeed,  there 
is  hardly  a  single  one  which   is  not 
absolutely  dry  at  low  water.   That  is  not 
at  all  a  satisfactory  state  of  things.    The 
first  requirement  of  a  fishing  harbour  is 
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that  it  can  be  entered  bj  fishing  boats 
at  all  states  of  the  tide.    The  very  least 
water  that  there  should  be  at  low  water 
is  10  feet.     Now,  I  quite  admit  that 
there  is  a  g^evance  with  regard  to  the 
engineers.     The  Fishery  Board  refuse 
to  consider,  or  to  help,  any  harbour,  the 
plan  of  which  is  not  drawn  by  their  own 
engineer.      The  result  of  this  is  that 
every  authority  who  is  going  to  make  a 
harbour  instantly  applies  to  this  one  en- 
gineer, or  one  firm  of  engineers,  for  the 
plans,  in  the  expectation  that  in  some 
way  or  other  they  may  get  helped  by 
the  Fishery  Board.     In  that  way  the 
whole  of   the  harbour  business  of  the 
Coast  of  Scotland  is  practically  thrown 
into  the  hands  of  one  firm  of  engineers, 
who  assist  the  Board  in  arriving  at  the 
conclusion  which  harbour  they  ought  to 
make,  and  how  the  harbours  are  to  be 
inspected  whilst  they  are  being  made. 
That,  I  think,  is  an  unsatisfactory  state 
of  things.    My  own  idea  is  that  it  would 
be  far  better  if  the  engineer  employed 
by  the  Fishery  Board  to  help  them  to 
arrive  at  a  decision  with  regard  to  any 
particular  harbour  were    specially  ap- 
pointed, and  had  nothing  to  say  to  them 
with  regard  to  the  plans  of  the  harbours 
which  are  to  be  made.     The  preparation 
of  the  plans  should  be  open  to  all  en- 
gineers,  and    any  harbour    engineer's 
plans  i^ould  be  equally  considered  by 
the  Board.     Then,  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
J.  W.  Barclay)  alluded  to  the  surplus 
from  the  herring  brand  fees.  The  Com- 
mittee on  the  Herring  Brand  was,  I 
believe,    the    first    Committee  of   this 
House  I  had  the  honour  of  sitting  on ; 
and  the  recommendation  we  made  was 
that  any  surplus  from  the  fees  should  be 
handed  over  to  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board 
to  use  in  any  such  a  way  as  it  might 
think  fit,  either  for  promoting  harbours, 
for  improving  telegraphic  communica- 
tion, or  for  other  purposes.  That  has  been 
done  since.    If  my  hon.  Friend  refers 
to  the  Estimate,  he  will  see  that  this 
surplas  has  been  paid  over  to  the  Board, 
and  that  the  way  in  which  it  has  been 
expended  is  also  accounted  for. 

Mb.  HUNTER  (Aberdeen,  N.) :  I  am 
aazioaa  to  press  on  the  attention  of  the 
Government  one  point  only,  and  that  is 
the  constitation  of  the  Fishery  Board. 
The  fiflhermen  on  the  Coast  of  Scotland 
feel  it  to  be  a  very  great  grievance  that 
ihete  ixe  no  fishermen  upon  this  Board. 
It  is  ft  Boftrd  whidh  is  constituted  of 


three  persons,   who  hold   their  offices 
under  an  Act  of  Parliament — these  are 
three  Sheriffs — and  of  six  persons  who 
were  appointed  in  1 882,  whose  term  of 
office  expires  in  1887.     It  is,  therefore, 
important  that  the  G-overnment  should 
take  the  question  of  the  reconstitution 
of  the  Board  into  consideration  without 
delay.     Now,  Sir,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board  is  the  only  Member  who  is  paid, 
and  he  is  paid  a  salary  of  £800  a-year. 
Sir  Thomas  Boyd  is  a  member  of  a  well- 
known  firm  of  printers  in  Edinburgh. 
He  belongs  to  the  Edinburgh  clique, 
which  has  always  managed  to  fall  into 
the  patronage  of  the  Liberal  Govern- 
ment ;  and  he  possessed  the  two  indis- 
pensable qualifications  of  office  under 
the  Liberal  Government.     First  of  all, 
he  knew  absolutely  nothing  of  the  sub- 
ject with  which  he  had  to  deal;   and, 
secondly,  he  had  conspicuously  failed  to 
render  any  service  to  the  Party  which 
was  so  anxious  to  render  him  service  in 
return.    When  they  gave  £800  a-year  as 
salary  to  a  gentleman  who  know  nothing 
whatever  about  fishing,  it  was  reasonable 
to  suppose  thatthe  Government  would  try 
to  make  up  for  the  deficiency  by  appoint- 
ing some  gentlemen  as  Members  of  the 
Fishery  Board    who  knew   something 
about  fishing.     But  they  appointed  two 
or  three  landed  proprietors,  one  or  two 
of  whom  are  well  acquainted  with  sal- 
mon fishing.     I  do  not  object  to  there 
being  gentlemen  upon  the  Board  who 
are  acquainted  with  salmon  fishing ;  but 
I  think  it  is  most  important  that  the 
sea-fishing  industry  should   be  repre- 
sented on  the  Board.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Berwick- 
shire (Mr.  Marjoribanks)  has  said  that 
fishermen  are  not  rich  men,  and  cannot 
afi^ord  to  give  their  time  to  the  duty  of 
the  Board ;  but  that  is  a  problem  which 
could  be  very  easily  solved.    All  that  is 
necessary  is  to  take  £200  off  the  salary 
of  the  Chairman,  and  expend  it  in  pay- 
ing the  expenses  of  the  fishermen  who 
may  be  appointed  to  the  Board.    The 
salary  of  the  Chairman  is  fixed  on  the 
amplest  scale.    I  find  that  it  amounts 
to  £37  for  every  Board  meeting.   There 
are  very  few  Chairmen  or  Directors  of 
Companies  who  are  so  well  paid  for 
the  services  they  render  to  their  Com- 
panies.   With  the  preparation  of  the 
statistics  and  the  conduct  of  seienidfio 
investigations  iiie  Chairman  has  nothing 
to  do;  there  is  an  abundant  etaff  to 
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attend  to  these  things ;  and,  therefore, 
I  beg  to  move  that  the  Chairman's 
salary  be  reduced  by  £200,  in  order  to 
provide  the  means  of  paying  the  ex- 
penses of  fishermen  who  may  be  ap- 
pointed Members  of  the  Board. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

**That  a  sum  not  exceeding  £12,680,  be 
grranted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Fishery  Board  in  Scotland 
and  for  Grants  in  Aid  of  Piers  or  Quays.*' — 
{Mr.  Hunter.) 

Mr.  p.  McDonald  (Sligo,  N.)  :  I 
desire  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  sub- 
ject raised  by  the  hon.  Qentleman  the 
Member  for  Forfarshire  (Mr.  J.  W. 
Barclay).  I  think  that,  in  the  first 
place,  I  ought  to  congratulate  my  Scotch 
Friends  upon  the  very  creditable  con- 
dition of  the  Scotch  fisheries ;  the  credit- 
able condition  compared  with  that  of 
the  Irish  fisheries.  In  respect  to  the 
question  dwelt  upon  at  length  by  the 
bon.  Member  for  Forfarshire,  I  find 
from  the  Report  of  the  Scotch  Fishery 
Board  for  1885,  page  333,  that  653,425 
barrels  of  herrings  were  branded  in 
that  year — an  increase  over  the  previous 
year  of  182,429  barrels.  The  Board 
deemed  it  of  importance  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  demand  for 
branded  herrings  continues  to  increase. 
In  1859,  the  year  in  which  3«.  4d,  per 
barrel  was  charged  for  branding,  the 
number  of  barrels  branded  was  156,676; 
in  1869,  or  10  years  later,  the  number 
had  increased  to  244,000  ;  in  1879  it 
was  342,000  ;  and  last  year  the  number 
had  increased  to  653,425  barrels.  There 
bas  thus  been  a  continual  and  gradual 
increase,  which  proves  very  conclu- 
sivoly  the  value  of  the  system  of  brand- 
ing. The  Board,  in  their  Keport,  also 
pointed  out  that  the  great  bulk  of  the 
branded  herrings  are  sent  to  the  Con- 
tinent of  Europe.  They  consider  that 
the  figures  I  have  quoted  afford  most 
gratifying  proof  of  the  high  and  grow- 
ing estimation  in  which  the  brand  is 
held.  The  Commission  which  sat  in 
1846,  and  upon  whose  recommendation 
the  system  of  branding  was  adopted, 
estimated  that  the  fees  ought  to  realize 
£3,500  a-year;  but  from  the  Beport  we 
have  now  in  our  hands  we  find  not 
that  that  sum  ought  to  be  realized,  but 
that  the  large  and  respectable  amount 
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of  £11,488  has  been  received.  Evi- 
dently, the  increase  in  the  amount  of 
fees  must  be  proportionate  to  the  in- 
creased value  that  is  attached  to  the 
branding.  It  is  quite  clear  that  the 
purchaser  does  regard  the  brand  as  some 
guarantee  of  the  genuineness  or  Boond- 
ness  of  the  fish.  The  Beport  goes  on 
to  say — 

"  It  may  be  here  mentioned  that  the  Board 
continues  to  do  everything  in  its  power  to  main- 
tain the  high  character  which  the  brand  de- 
serves." 

Why  are  we  not  given  the  brand  in 
Ireland?  If  it  be  good  for  Scotland 
it  ought  to  be  good  for  Ireland.  If  the 
brand  is  so  advantageous,  as  I  think  I 
have  proved  it  is,  by  all  means  let  our 
Fishery  Board,  if  Fishery  Board  we  can 
call  it,  adopt  the  brand,  and  benefit  the 
Irish  fisheries  in  like  way.  It  may  be 
said — I  believe  it  has  been  said  on  pre- 
vious occasions — that  the  Irish  fianer- 
men  do  not  demand  the  brand.  But  I, 
as  the  Eepresentative  of  a  constitnency 
which  is  bounded  very  largely  by  the 
Coast,  ask,  on  behalf  of  the  fishermen  of 
Ireland,  to  have  the  brand  applied  to 
Ireland,  and  I  believe  I  shall  be  joined 
in  that  request  by  a  great  number  of  my 
Friends  around  me.  I  maintain  that  a 
Government  which  professes  to  deal 
equally  with  England,  Ireland,  and  Soot- 
land,  must  grant  to  Ireland  that  which 
I  have  proved  to  be  so  beneficial  to 
Scotland.  I  congratulate  my  Scotch 
Friends  on  the  success  which  one  of  their 
industries  has  attained,  and  I  hope  they 
will  persevere  in  their  endeavours  to 
secure  still  further  and  greater  advan- 
tages and  the  removal  of  any  defects 
that  may  exist.  My  sympathies  are  en- 
tirely with  the  Scotch  and  Welsh  as  well 
as  the  Irish  fishermen.  I  shally  there- 
fore, vote  for  the  Amendment  of  my  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Hunter)  merelv  as  a  protett 
against  the  fact  that  the  benefit  wbidi 
is  conceded  to  Scotland  is  not  granted 
to  Ireland. 

Mb.  ANDERSON  (Elnn  and  Nairn): 
As  the  Eepresentative  oi  a  constituency 
that  has  a  very  large  fishing  popnlatioo, 
I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  to  me  Com- 
mittee on  this  subject.  Having  diaonaaod 
the  matter  with  fishermen,  and  ascer- 
tained their  opinion  in  regard  to  the 
Fishery  Board,  I  must  agree  endrdy 
with  the  views  expressed  hj  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  f^oifarahire 
(Mr.  J.  W.  Barclay).  The  fiahing  popii- 
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lation  of  Scotland  look  upon  the  Fishery 
Board,  I  regret  to  say,  as  having  been, 
80  far,  a  faUure.     The  right  lion.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member   for   Berwickshire 
(Mr.  Marjoribanks)  seems  to  think  that 
the  Board  has  been  a  success.    I  under- 
stood him  to  get  up  in  order  to  differ 
from  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Forfarshire ;  but  he  had  not  proceeded 
very  far  in  his  remarks  when  he  came 
to  the  very  important  question — the  very 
burning  question — of  trawling.      The 
right  hon.  Gentleman   threw   over  the 
Fishery  Board,  for    he    thought  their 
conduct  with   regard  to  trawung   had 
been  entirely  wrong.     Now,  that  is  a 
rather  curious  way  of  proving  that  the 
action  of  the  Fishery  Board  nas  been 
successful  in  promoting  the  fishing  in- 
dustry.    This  question  of  trawling  is  a 
most  important  one.    As  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman    has   said,  it    affects,    very 
materially,  the  Moray  Firth.     The  con- 
stituency I  represent  is  by  the  side  of 
the  Moray  Firth,  and  the  fishermen  there 
have  over  and  over  again  protested  that 
they  ought  to  be  protected  from  the  de- 
predations of  trawlers.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Se- 
cretary for  Scotland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour) 
is  aware  of  the  evidence  that  was  given 
before  the  Trawling  Commission  on  this 
subject.      With   regard  to  the  Moray 
Firth,  the  present  officials  of  the  Fishery 
Board  came  forward,  and  said  they  con- 
sidered that  trawling  there  did  unques- 
tionable harm  to  inshore  fishing.     In 
the  face  of  that,  and  in  the  face  of  the 
other  fact,  that  a  great  amount  of  injury 
is  undoubtedly  done  in  the  Moray  Firth 
to  the  line  and  drift-net  fishermen,  I  ask 
this  question — I  asked  it  the  other  day, 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  kind 
enough  to  get  me  the  answer  of   the 
Fishery  Board ;  but  I  am  going  to  ask 
him  to  tell  me  to-night  why,  when  it  has 
been  proved  by  evidence,  given  without 
contradiction,  that  considerable  injury  is 
done  to  fishing  by  the  system  of  trawl- 
ing, when  it  is  admitted  that  there  is  a 
Tory  large   population   on  the  Moray 
Filth  of  old  men,  many  of  whom  have 
not  the  physical  strength  to  go  out  for 
deep-sea  fishing,  the  Moray  Firth  is  not 
incuided  in  the  area  within  which  traw- 
lers are  not  allowed  to  come  ?  I  am  sure 
hon.  Members  of  the  Committee  will 
agree  with  me  that  this  is  a  very  serious 
matter  for  Scotland.    It  is  very  hard  for 
theee  men,  when  they  have  been  going 


to  church  on  a  Sunday,  and  have  been 
keeping  the  Sabbath  in  the  way  it  is  the 
custom  to  keep  that  day  in  Scotland,  to 
see,  as  I  have  seen,  one  of  these  steam 
trawlers  come  up  within  200  or  300 
yards  of  the  shore  of  the  Moray  Firth, 
doing  great  injury  to  the  fishery,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  wounding  their  sus- 
ceptibilities by  fishing  on  a  day  which 
they  think  ought  to  be  kept  sacred. 
It  is  but  natural  that,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, a  feeling  of  indignation 
at  the  present  state  of  things  should 
be  engendered  in  the  minds  of  the  fisher- 
men of  Scotland.  With  these  facts 
before  him,  I  sincerely  trust  the  right 
hon;  Gentleman  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour) 
will  tell  us  to-night  that  he  will  recon- 
sider the  question  of  the  inclusion  of  the 
Moray  Firth  in  the  area  within  which 
trawlers  are  not  allowed.  As  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Ber- 
wickshire said,  there  is  ample  room  for 
trawlers  elsewhere.  They  only  go  on 
certain  occasions  to  inshore  waters ;  and 
I  do  appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr. 
A.  J.  Balfour)  in  face  of  the  evidence 
generally,  and  of  that  of  one  Member 
of  the  Trawling  Commission,  most  valu- 
able evidence  indeed — namely,  that  he 
was  in  favour  of  prohibiting  inshore 
trawling  altogether,  to  lot  us  have  some 
action  in  the  matter  if  the  Fishery  Board 
or  the  Government  is  to  be  of  any  prac- 
tical use  at  all.  Trawling,  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  must  be  aware,  is  pro- 
hibited within  three-mile  limits  on  the 
Coast  of  France  and  Germany  for  the 
express  reasons  which  have  been  urged 
to-night  in  favour  of  the  prohibition  on 
the  Coast  of  Scotland.  Do  not  let  us 
hesitate  in  the  matter  any  longer,  and 
do  what  the  Fishery  Board  is  now  doing 
— as  far  as  I  know  with  the  sanction  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman — namely,  start- 
ing on  a  career  of  fresh  experiments.  The 
Board  say  they  do  not  propose  to  include 
the  Moray  Firth,  because  they  are 
going  to  have  some  experiments  in  the 
Firth  of  Forth.  I  see  that  on  the  Board 
there  is  a  Professor.  I  do  not  wish  to 
say  anything  against  this  Professor ; 
personally,  I  believe  he  is  a  very 
eminent  man;  but  a  Professor  is  a 
most  dangerous  person  to  have  on 
any  Board.  This  Professor  seems  to 
lead  the  Fishery  Board  completely  by 
the  nose,  because  they  allow  him  to 
conduct   whatever  scientific   investiga- 
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tions  he  likes.     There  is,  I  see,  to  be  a 
scientific  investigation  into  the  specific 
gpravity  of  the  water  of  the  Moray  Firth. 
What  on  earth,  I  should  like  to  know, 
is  the  value  of  that  ?  He  is  not  satisfied 
with  that ;  but  there  are  elaborate  plans 
produced  in  this  Heport  of  which  the 
ton.  Member  for  Forfarshire  (Mr.  J.  W. 
Barclay)   speaks  so  highly.     I  hardly 
think  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  examined 
it   very  carefully.      There  is  to  be   a 
scientific  investigation   as    to    whether 
certain  kinds  of  fish  have  red  or  white 
muscles;  and  there  is  in  the  Beport  a 
long  disquisition  as  to  the  comparison 
between  the  muscular  development  of 
fish  and  poultry.    The  Professor  goes 
on  to  investigate  whether  whiting  can 
have  fatty  degeneration  of  the  heart. 
Well,  I  am  bound  to  say  that  these  in- 
vestigations may  be  very  interesting ; 
but  it  seems  to  me  they  spring  from 
the  inventive  brain  of  this  Professor.     I 
imagine,  too,  that  the  idea  of  making 
an  experiment  in  the  Firth  of  Forth 
was  also  conceived  in  the  brain  of  the 
Professor;  and  after  you  have  experi- 
mented— after  you  have  taken  samples 
of  water  from  parts  of  the  Moray  Firth, 
and  analyzed  it,  and  reported  upon  it ; 
after  you  have  made  your  investigations 
as  to  the  muscular  development  of  the 
unfortunate  fish,  you  will  be  just  where 
Tou  are  now.     The  Fishery  Board  has 
been  a  signal  failure;  it  has  been  a 
signal  failure  for  the  very  reason  pointed 
out  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Aber- 
deen (Mr.  Hunter)  and  the  hon.  Member 
for  Forfarshire   (Mr.   J.  W.  Barclay), 
and  that  is  that  you  have  not  g^t  on 
the  Board    any    practical    men.     The 
Committee  is  probably  aware  that  the 
Chairman  of  this  Fishery  Board  is  a 
bookseller  in  Edinburgh.  Do  let  me  ask 
the  Committee  what  would  be  thought 
if,  supposing  it  was  thought  necessary 
to  appoint  a  Board  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  the  bookselling  industry,  for 
some  reason  or  other  a  fish  curer  was 
appointed  Chairman  of  the  Board — not 
at  all  a  more  absurd  thing  than  you  have 
done  here.  I  do  not  agree  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Berwick- 
shire saving  it  would  be  difficult  to  get 
persons  in  me  fishing  trade  to  attend  to 
the  duties  of  the  Board.    I  could  get 
any  number  of  men   in  the  different 
branches  of  the  trade  who  would  be  de- 
lighted to  join  the  Board  with  the  object 
of  promoting  the  prosperity  of  their  in- 
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dustry.    What  I  wish  to  ask  the  Secre 
tary  for  Scotland  is  this — and  here  I 
must  ask  for  a  specific  answer  —  will 
Her  Majesty's  Government  undertake  to 
say  that  when  this  Board  comes  to  an 
end  next  year  there  shall  be  placed  upon 
it  a  practical  man  whose  appointment 
will  be  looked  upon  by  practical  men 
with  confidence  ?    With  the  indulgence 
of  the  Committee  I  will  refer  to  another 
point.  I  understand  that  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament— and  here  I  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour) 
will  agree  with  me — it  is  part  of  the 
duty  of  the  Fishery  Board  to  take  cog- 
nizance of  everything  relating  to  the 
Coast  and  Deep  Sea  Fisheries,  and  take 
such  measures  for  improvement  as,  in 
their  judgment,  seems  right.     I  think 
the  Committee  will  see  that  one  of  the 
most  important  matters  that  the  Fishery 
Board  can  consider  is  the  question  of 
bait.    We  all  know  that  the  success  of 
line  filshing  depends  on  the  supply  of 
bait.     There  is  an  Act  of  Parliament 
which  provides  that  the  beds  shall  not 
be  interfered  with;   and  I  know  that 
they  are  interfered  with.     And,  there- 
fore, I  say  that  it  is  the  province  of  the 
Fishery  Board  to  take  cognizance  of  this 
matter  of  mussel  beds.  I  think  the  Com- 
mittee will  be  astonished  when  I  tell 
them  what  occurred  in  the  month  of 
June  last  to  some  20  fishermen  from 
Lossiemouth,  who  were  engaged  below 
low  water  mark  in  the  occupation  of 
dredging  for  mussels  to  be   used  for 
the  purposes  of  their  industry.     I  think 
most    hon.    Members,   as   well  as  the 
Solicitor  General,  and,  I  hope,  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Lord  Advocate  also, 
will  agree  with  me  that  it  is  very  hard 
to  prevent  the  right  of  dredging  for  mus- 
sels below  low  water  mark.    It  is  above 
low  water  mark  that  the  alleged  private 
rights  with  regard  to   mussel   fishing 
exist — alleged  rights  which  I  think  it 
will  be  proper  to  investigate  and  abolish, 
because  I  am  of  opinion  that  upon  in- 
vestigation they  will  be  found  to  have 
no  valid  foundation.    I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land when  a  Eetum  will  be  furnished  aa 
to  the  alleged  granting  of  private  rights 
for  fishing  on  the  Coast  of  Sootland  f 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  travelling  beyond  the  Question 
before  the  Committee. 

Mb.  ANDERSON :  I  shall,  of  oourae, 
conform  to  your  ruling,  Hr.  Ohairmaii. 
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I  am  critioizinff  now  the  conduct  of  the 
Fishery  Board  for   not   taking  action 
with  regard  to  the  case  which  I  have 
just   mentioned  to  the  Committee.    I 
was  saying  that  there  were  20  fishermen 
dredging  for  mussels  below  low  water 
mark;  whilst    they   were   dredging   a 
person  appeared  m  a  boat   from  the 
shore,  wno  said  he  was  the   agent  or 
factor  of  someone  who  lived  at  a  dis- 
tance. The  fishermen  took  away  the  mus- 
sels, and  they  were  followed  and  pro- 
secnted;  they  were  brought  before  the 
Sheriff  of  Tain,  and  I  think,  although 
the  Committee  must  be  astonished  that 
such  a  right  was  put  forward,  they  must 
be  still  more  astonished  to  find  that  a 
Oonrt  oould  be  found  to  convict  these 
men   in  heavy  penalties.     That   took 
place  in  the  month  of  June  last.    Now, 
Sir,  I  ask  this  question — where  was  the 
Fishery  Board  on  that  occasion?     It 
leems  to  me  that  they  should  have  been 
the  first  people  to  come  forward  and 
protect  these  men.     I  will  go  further, 
and  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  they  were 
bound  to  do  so.    I  have  asked  if  any- 
thing can  be  done  with  regard  to  the  re- 
mission of  these  penalties,  and  the  right 
hon.and  learned fiord Advocate  says  that 
at  present  nothing  will  be  done,  because 
&e  matter  is  under  appeal.    I  sincerely 
hope  that  something  will  be  done,  and 
that  this  matter  of  the  Fishery  Board 
lill  be  taken  into  the  consideration  of 
Her    Majesty's    Government.     I     am 
ifraid  that  I  am    wearying  the  Com- 
mittee with  these  details.  ['*  No,  no ! ''] 
There  is    another   important  point  to 
vhich  I  desire  to  allude,  and  that  is  in 
nference  to  the  question  of  harbours 
(m  tiie    Coast    of   Scotland.     It  was 
rtsted,  and  it  is  perfectly  well  known, 
that  one  of  the  main   objects  of  the 
creation  of  the  Fishery  Board  was  that 
thej  should  interfere  for  the  purpose 
of   makinff  these   small   fishing   har- 
boon  capable  for  boats  to  enter  at  all 
itatos  of  the  tide.    It  was,  as  the  right 
hon.  Qentleman  knows,  manifest  that, 
ia  oonsequenoe  of  the  fishing  harbours 
hung  dosed  at  low  tide,  the  men  could 
Bot  enter  them,  and  that  loss  of  life  as 
van  M  loss  of  boats  had  occurred ;  and, 
■umovflr,  tons  and  tons  of  fish  had  to  be 
flaown  overboard  in  consequence  of  the 
harbours  being  in  this  imperfect  oon- 
ditioiL    Here  we  have  loss  of  life,  loss 
^  boats,  and  loss  of  fish,  and  one  would 
that  •ometiung  would  have  been 


done  by  the  Board  to  remedy  this  state 
of  things.  I  think  that  someone  is  to 
blame  for  the  fact  that,  although  you 
have  created   this  Fishery  Board  and 

S laced  in  their  hands  large  powers, 
terally  nothing  has  been  done  to  im- 
prove these  harbours,  and  to  insure  to  a 
greater  extent  the  safety  of  the  fisher- 
men who  use  them.  When  we  con- 
sider the  magnitude  of  the  industry, 
and  the  importance  of  the  various  in- 
terests connected  with  it,  I  think  the 
Committee  will  agree  with  me  in  the 
hope  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
will  take  care  that  something  is  done  in 
this  matter.  For  these  reasons,  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Berwickshire  was 
hardly  accurate  in  saying  that  the 
Fishery  Board  was  such  a  complete 
success.  There  are  various  other  points 
about  which  the  fishing  population  in 
Scotland  have  great  cause  of  complaint, 
and  which  probably  may  be  mentioned 
by  other  hon.  Members  in  the  course  of 
this  discussion  ;  but  I  think  I  have  said 
enough  to  show  that  the  action  of  the 
Fishery  Board  calls  for  the  most  serious 
consideration  on  the  part  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government. 

Mb.  a.  SUTHEELAND  (Suther- 
land) :  I  have  no  desire  to  detain  the 
Committee  with  any  remarks  upon  sub- 
jects which  hon.  Members  have  already 
discussed ;  but,  being  interested  in  the 
question  of  the  Fishery  Board,  I  should 
like  to  have  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  some 
information  with  regard  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Crofters'  Act  of  last  Ses- 
sion. In  that  Act  the  Fishery  Board 
is  empowered  to  procure  money  from  the 
Treasury,  in  order  to. assist  fishermen  to 
purchase  boats  and  nets.  I  find,  how- 
ever, no  sum  included  in  this  Vote  for 
the  purpose  I  have  mentioned.  Possibly 
I  may  be  wrong  in  supposing  that  this 
is  the  proper  place  for  the  money  to 
appear.  I  understand,  however,  that 
the  money  voted  now  is  the  money 
which  is  to  be  available  for  the  year; 
and,  that  being  so,  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  some  in- 
formation on  the  point  I  have  referred 
to.  As  to  what  has  fallen  from  my  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Anderson)  in  regard  to 
the  question  of  mussels  for  bait,  I  would 
say  that,  in  any  case,  it  is  a  matter  which 
the  Fishery  Board  might  very  well  un- 
dertake to  look  after;  because  it  is  within 
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dude,  in  another  Amendment  which  I 
will  then  move,  the  items  to  which  my 
hon.  Friend  objects.  The  amount  of 
the  reduction  I  shall  propose  would  be 
£1,200,  and  mj  Amendment  would  then 
include  the  items  for  the  Bible  Board, 
the  Queen's  Limner  and  Historiographer, 
and  the  Queen's  Plates.  It  is  very 
gratifying  to  find  this  feeling  of  eco- 
nomy amongst  Scotch  Members.  I  have 
fenerally  found,  in  moving  such  a  re- 
uction,  that  Scotchmen  have  been  in- 
clined to  think  that  all  is  grist  that 
comes  to  the  Scotch  mill.  I  have,  in 
this  House,  opposed  Scotch  Votes,  and 
I  have  found  even  economical  Scotchmen 
indignantly  protesting  against  anything 
which  the  Saxon  save  being  cut  ou. 
They  have  generally  acted  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  taking  all  they  can  get.  I  in- 
clude the  Historiographer  and  the  Lim- 
ner all  the  more  reaoily  for  the  expla- 
nation which  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell)  has  given.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  says  that  these  are  remnants 
of  the  Scotch  Monarchy.  The  Scottish 
Monarchy  has  disappeared  entirely. 
From  his  statement  one  would  imagine 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  a  Sepa- 
ratist. I  do  not  see  why  we  should  pay 
salaries  to  two  gentlemen  of  £184  and 
£97  respectively,  merely  to  perpetuate 
the  recollection  of  the  existence  of  the 
Scotch  Monarchy.  The  Scotch  Mo- 
narchy is  entirely  merged  into  the  Eng- 
lish Monarchy.  [Sir  Geoboe  Campbell  : 
No,  no !]  I  see  that  I  am  now  treading 
on  dangerous  ground,  and  I  will,  there- 
fore, not  oontmue  my  observations  on 
this  point ;  but  simply  ask  leave  to 
withdraw  my  Motion  for  the  purpose  of 
moving  to  reduce  the  Vote  by  £1,289. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

<*That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,466,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  wmch  will  come 
in  coarse  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Department  of  the  Queen's 
and  Lord  Treasurer's  Remembrancer  in  Exche- 
quer, Scotland,  of  certain  Offices  in  Scotland, 
and  other  Charges  formerly  on  the  Hereditary 
Revenue." — {Mr,  Labouch§r$.) 

Mb.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.) :  If  there 
be  not  a  single  Bible  Board  connected 
with  England  and  Ireland,  I  do  not 
see  why  we  should  pay  for  a  Bible 
Board   for    Scotland,    except   on    the 

Mr.  Labouch^re 


ground  that  the  Scotch  people  are  much 
more  religious  than  the  people  of  the 
other  two  countries.  With  regard  tc 
the  offices  of  Queen's  Limner  and 
Historiographer,  I  understand  that  these 
are  remnants  of  a  past  Monarchy,  and 
on  that  ground  I  think  they  ought  to  be 
abolished.  Finally,  as  to  the  Queen'i 
Plates,  if  there  ought  to  be  Uueen'e 
Plates,  by  all  means  let  them  be  Queen'e 
Plates  in  reality,  but  do  not  pay  for  them 
out  of  the  taxpayers'  money. 

Mb.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  I 
shall  support  the  Motion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  (Mr.  Labou- 
chere).  I  do  not  support  the  hon. 
Member's  Motion  from  any  desire  tc 
cut  down  Scotch  Votes,  because  I  do 
not  think  that  the  people  of  Scotland 
get  their  fair  share  as  it  is ;  but  I  am 
perfectly  prepared  to  vote  for  a  similar 
reduction  in  the  case  of  Ireland,  and 
when  we  reach  the  point  I  shall  pro- 
pose to  reduce  the  Estimate  by  the  item 
of  the  charge  for  the  Ulster  King-at- 
Arms.  I  think,  however,  it  would  be 
more  satisfactory  if  the  hon.  Membei 
would  exclude  from  his  Motion  the 
charge  for  the  Bible  Board.  For  my 
part,  I  am  certainly  in  favour  of  re- 
taining that  particular  portion  of  the 
Vote,  because  I  do  not  think  that  a 
provision  of  this  kind,  tending,  as  many 
consider,  to  the  well-being  of  religion, 
ought  to  be  excluded.  I  am,  therefore, 
wiUing  to  vote  with  the  hon.  Member  foi 
Northampton,  provided  the  charge  fox 
the  Bible  Board  is  excluded  from  the 
proposed  reduction. 

Mb.  LABOUGEEEE  :  I  am  unable 
to  make  that  alteration.  I  must  point 
out  to  the  hon.  Member  that  this  vote 
for  the  Bible  Board  has  nothing  to  do 
with  religion.  The  printers'  reader 
takes  a  Bible  of  any  particular  edition, 
and  sees  that  the  words  are  the  same  as 
in  the  orthodox  edition.  The  same  sort 
of  thing  goes  on  in  every  printing  office. 
The  Law  Agent  is  simply  an  idle  gen- 
tleman who  takes  the  salary,  and  em- 
ploys a  reader  to  do  the  work. 

Mb.  HUNTEE  :  I  should  Uke  the 
G-overnment  to  tell  us  who  is  the  Histo- 
riographer, and  who  is  the  Limner. 

Mb.  ANDERSON  (Elgin  and  Nairn)  : 
Can  the  hon.  Baronet  tell  us  what  is 
the  arrangement  with  regard  to  the  Law 
Afirent  and  the  Bible  Board  ? 

'Sia  HEBBEHT  MAXWELL:  The 
original  arrangement  was  that  this  Vote 
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ahonld  be  omitted  from  the  Estimates 
for  1884-5.  I  am  informed  thafc  a  settle- 
ment  of  the  question  is  at  present  pend- 
ing ;  and  it  is  to  be  considered  wbetber 
the  daties  shall  continue  to  be  retained 
by  the  Office,  or  be  transferred  to  the 
(Mce  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland. 

Mb.  J.  W.  BARCLAY  (Forfarshire) : 
I  should  certainly  think  that  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland,  with  a  printer's  reader, 
could  do  this  work  without  the  assist- 
ance of  a  lawyer.  I  understand  that 
the  e£Eect  of  this  arrangement  is  simply 
to  create  a  monopoly  in  the  book  mar- 
ket. I  suggest  that  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  might,  with  advantage,  devote 
some  of  his  attention  to  these  matters, 
which  take  up  a  great  deal  of  time  year 
after  year,  and  which,  I  think,  could  be 
very  easily  put  on  a  satisfactory  footing. 

Mb.  O'HEA  (Donegal,  W.):  I  shall 
support  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Northampton  (Mr.  Labouchere)  ; 
and  I  shall  do  so  on  the  ground  that  I 
think  a  case  has  been  abundantly  made 
out  on  behalf  of  the  taxpayers  gene- 
rally. These  items  ought  not  to  be  al- 
lowed, on  the  ground  of  economy,  to 
remain  on  the  Estimates,  unless  they 
are,  at  any  rate,  very  considerably  re- 
duced. The  remarks  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman have  been  perfectly  satisfactory 
to  me,  and  I  think  they  ought  also  to  be 
io  to  the  Committee.  I  fdtogether  ob- 
ject to  the  extravagance  of  the  sums 
proposed  to  be  voted  for  this  obsolete 
STstem.  I  understand  that  the  function 
of  the  Bible  Board  has  been  to  preserve 
the  Bible  in  its  condition  of  orthodoxy. 
Years  ago  there  was  a  considerable 
oatory,  and  that  outcry  had  the  effect  of 
sxtinguishing  altogether  in  Ireland  the 
drcnlation  of  Bibles  purporting  to  be 
Douay  Bibles,  but  in  reality  Bibles  pub- 
lished by  a  proselytizing  Protestant  So- 
ciety in  England.  The  Catholic  Episco- 
pacy are  quite  able  to  attend  to  their 
own  interests  in  this  matter ;  and  I  think 
that  the  Scotch  Presbyterians,  in  like 
manner,  should  themselves  look  after 
what  thev  conceive  to  be  the  purity  of 
their  Bibles,  and  protect  their  own  inte- 
rests. An  item  which  seems  to  me  to 
be  an  unnecessary  extravagance  is  that 
for  the  Queen's  limner  and  the  Queen's 
Historiographer.  If  anybody  wishes  to 
make  himself  acquainted  with  the  his- 
tory of  Scotland,  he  will  find  no  diffi- 
oolty  in  tracing  that  history  down  to  the 
present    time    from    the  very  earliest 
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period  of  antiquity — from  the  very  era 
of  fable — by  going  to  the  public  libra- 
ries and  consulting  their  comprehensive 
histories.  I,  therefore,  fail  to  see  why 
we  want  this  item  for  a  Eoyal  Historio- 
grapher. [^riM  o/** Divide!'*]  Even 
the  cacoethea  loquendi  of  hon.  Members 
opposite  will  not  prevent  me  from 
making  such  observations  as  I  deem 
expedient.  As  to  the  item  for  Her 
Majesty's  Limner,  it  is  to  be  supposed, 
and  to  be  hoped,  that  Scotland  possesses 
picture  galleries  in  addition  to  libraries 
and  museums — that  it  possesses  por- 
traits of  celebrities  who  figured  in  the 
Monarchical  times  of  Scotch  history ;  and 
now  that  photography  has  been  brought 
to  such  perfection,  if  anyone  wants  to 
have  a  copy  of  any  of  these  pictures,  he 
can  get  a  photograph  of  it  for  1«.  I 
think,  therefore,  that  this  item  for  Her 
Majesty's  Limner  might  be  very  well 
dispensed  with.  I  make  these  obser- 
vations purely  on  the  ground  of  eco- 
nomy, as  I  think  this  portion  of  the 
Estimates  should  be  very  considerably 
reduced 

Mr.  HARRIS  (Galway,  E.) :  I  did 
not  intend  to  take  part  in  this  discus- 
sion, though,  indeed,  I  have  felt  for  a 
long  time  that  the  Scotch  people  had 
been  making  fools  of  themselves  with 
regard  to  this  Limner  and  Historio- 
grapher. Next  to  this  form  of  humbug, 
I  think  they  are  very  much  making  fools 
of  themselves  about  the  Bible. 

The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  please  address  himself  to  the 
Vote,  which  is  a  financial  question. 

Mr.  HARRIS :  I  notice  that  in  the 
debate  on  the  Crofters  Bill— [**  Order ! "] 
— the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  present  Lord  Advocate  recommended 
that  the  only  concession  which  should  be 
made  to  the  crofters  should  be  to  allow 
them  to  go  to  Manitoba,  Kamschatka, 
or  other  places  where  they  would  be  al- 
lowed to  take  their  Bibles  with  them. 
Well,  however  valuable  the  Bible  may 
be  to  the  Scotch  crofters 

The  CHAIRMAN:  I  must  request 
the  hon.  G-cntleman  to  attend  to  my  ad- 
vice, and  to  address  himself  to  the  Vote. 

Mr.  HARRIS :  Well,  Sir,  allow  me 
to  say  that  I  support  the  hon.  Member 
who  has  brought  forward  this  proposi« 
tion. 

Mr.  hunter  :  We,  as  yet,  have  no 
information  as  to  who  this  Limner  and 
Historiographer  are. 
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tions  he  likes.     There  is,  I  see,  to  be  a 
Bcientific  investigation  into  the  specific 
gpravity  of  the  water  of  the  Moray  Firth. 
"What  on  earth,  I  should  like  to  know, 
is  the  value  of  that  ?   He  is  not  satisfied 
with  that ;  but  there  are  elaborate  plans 
produced  in  this  Report  of  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  Forfarshire  (Mr.  J.  W. 
Barclay)   speaks  so   highly.     I   hardly 
think  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  examined 
it  very  carefully.      There  is  to  be  a 
Bcientific  investigation   as    to    whether 
certain  kinds  of  fish  have  red  or  white 
muscles;  and  there  is  in  the  Beport  a 
long  disquisition  as  to  the  comparison 
between  the  muscular  development  of 
fish  and  poultry.    The  Professor  goes 
on  to  investigate  whether  whiting  can 
have  fatty  degeneration  of  the  heart. 
Well,  I  am  bound  to  say  that  these  in- 
vestigations may  be  very  interesting ; 
but  it  seems  to  me  they  spring  from 
the  inventive  brain  of  this  Professor.     I 
imagine,  too,  that  the  idea  of  making 
an  experiment  in  the  Firth   of  Forth 
was  also  conceived  in  the  brain  of  the 
Professor;  and  after  you  have  experi- 
mented— after  you  have  taken  samples 
of  water  from  parts  of  the  Moray  Firth, 
and  analyzed  it,  and  reported  upon  it ; 
after  you  have  made  your  investigations 
as  to  the  muscular  development  of  the 
unfortunate  fish,  you  will  be  just  where 
Tou  are  now.     The  Fishery  Board  has 
been  a   signal  failure;  it  has  been  a 
signal  failure  for  the  very  reason  pointed 
out  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Aber- 
deen (Mr.  Hunter)  and  the  hon.  Member 
for  Forfarshire   (Mr.   J.  W.   Barclay), 
and  that  is  that  you  have  not  got  on 
the  Board    any    practical    men.      The 
Committee  is  probably  aware  that  the 
Chairman  of  this  Fishery  Board  is  a 
bookseller  in  Edinburgh.  Do  let  me  ask 
the  Committee  what  would  be  thought 
if,  supposing  it  was  thought  necessary 
to  appoint  a  Board  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  the  bookselling  industry,  for 
some  reason  or  other  a  fish  curer  was 
appointed  Chairman  of  the  Board — not 
at  all  a  more  absurd  thing  than  you  have 
done  here.  I  do  not  agree  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  forBerwick- 
fihire  saying  it  would  be  difficult  to  get 
persons  in  me  fishing  trade  to  attend  to 
the  duties  of  the  Board.    I  could  get 
any  number  of  men    in   the  different 
branches  of  the  trade  who  would  be  de- 
lighted to  join  the  Board  with  the  object 
of  promoting  the  prosperity  of  their  in- 
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dustry.    What  I  wish  to  ask  the  Seore 
tary  for  Scotland  is  this — and  here  I 
must  ask  for  a  specific  answer — will 
Her  Majesty's  Government  undertake  to 
say  that  when  this  Board  comes  to  an 
end  next  year  there  shall  be  placed  upon 
it  a  practical  man  whose  appointment 
will  be  looked  upon  by  practical  men 
with  confidence  ?    With  the  indulgence 
of  the  Committee  I  will  refer  to  another 
point.  I  understand  that  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament— and  here  I  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoar) 
will  agree  with  me — it  is  part  of  the 
duty  of  the  Fishery  Board  to  take  cog- 
nizance of  everything  relating  to  the 
Coast  and  Deep  Sea  Fisheries,  and  take 
such  measures  for  improvement  as,  in 
their  judgment,  seems  right.     I  think 
the  Committee  will  see  that  one  of  the 
most  important  matters  that  the  Fisheiy 
Board  can  consider  is  the  question  of 
bait.     We  all  know  that  the  success  of 
line  fishing  depends  on  the  supply  of 
bait.     There  is  an  Act  of  Parliament 
which  provides  that  the  beds  shall  not 
be  interfered  with;  and  I  know  that 
they  are  interfered  with.    And,  there- 
fore, I  say  that  it  is  the  province  of  the 
Fishery  Board  to  take  cognizance  of  this 
matter  of  mussel  beds.  I  think  the  Oom- 
mitcee  will  be  astonished  when  I  tell 
them  what  occurred  in  the  month  of 
June  last  to  some  20  fishermen  firom 
Lossiemouth,  who  were  engag^  below 
low  water  mark  in  the  occupation  of 
dredging  for  mussels  to  be  used  for 
the  purposes  of  their  industry.    I  think 
most    hon.    Members,   as  well  as  the 
Solicitor  General,  and,  I  hope,  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Lord  Advocate  dso, 
will  agree  with  me  that  it  is  very  hard 
to  prevent  the  right  of  dredging  for  mus- 
sels below  low  water  mark.    It  is  abore 
low  water  mark  that  the  alleged  prirate 
rights  with  regard  to  mussel  fishing 
exist — alleged  rights  which  I  think  it 
will  be  proper  to  investigate  and  abolish, 
because  I  am  of  opinion  that  upon  in* 
vestigation  they  will  be  found  to  hare 
no  valid  foundation.     I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  for  Soot- 
land  when  a  Eetum  will  be  fiimished  ma 
to  the  alleged  granting  of  private  riffhts 
for  fishing  on  the  Coast  of  Scotland  f 

The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  travelling  beyond  the  Question 
before  the  Committee. 

Mb.  ANDERSON :  I  shall,  of  ooune, 
conform  to  your  ruling,  Hr.  Ohainnaa. 
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The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Berwickshire  (Mr.Marjoribauks)  has 
said  that,  in  his  opinion,  trawlers  ought 
to  be  exduded  from  fishing  throughout 
the  whole  of  the   three-mile  limit.    I 
must  point  out  that  the  danger  is  that 
legislation  which  steps  in  to  protect  one 
class  may  do  so  at  the  expense  of  an- 
other.   The  accusation  against  trawlers 
I  understand  to  be  not  merely  that  they 
compete  successfully  with  line  and  drift- 
net  fishermen,  but  that,  in  the  course  of 
their  operations,    they   destroy  capital 
which  the  drift-net  fishermen  use.    That 
introduces  a  complication  of  the  ques- 
tion which  leaves  a  doubt  in  my  mind 
whether  it  might  not  properly  be  the 
duty  of  the  Government  and  the  Fishery 
Board  to  consider  how  far  they  ought, 
or  ought  not,  to  exclude  a  class  of  men 
who,  in  pursuing  their  ordinary  calling, 
cannot  help  destroying  the  small  capital 
of  their  poorer  brethren.     There  now 
remain  two  other  questions  for  me  to 
touch  upon — the  one  as  to  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Board ;  and  the  other  the 
question  of  the  use  to  which  they  put 
their  powers.    I  say  that  if  this  dis- 
cussion is  taken  as  an  index  of  the  feel- 
ing in  Scotland,  it  must  be  admitted  that 
a  considerable  amount  of  dissatisfaction 
exists  because   no  practical  fisherman 
has  been  put  upon  the  Board.   The  hon. 
Member  ^r  Forfarshire  has  complained 
of  that,  and  allusion  has  been  made  to 
it  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Aber- 
deen (Mr.  Hunter).     I  must  point  out 
that  to  take  a  fisherman  out  of  his  boat, 
and  put  him  upon  the  Board  to  repre- 
sent the  whole  of  the  fishing  class  in 
Scotland,  will  probably  not  give  satis- 
faction to  the  fishermen  themselves.    It 
would  be  extremely  difficult  to  get  a 
fisherman  who  would  take  a  national 
and  not  a  local  view  of  the  question, 
and  there  would  also  be  the  question  of 
payment.    Hon.  Gentlemen  must  recol- 
lect that  the  Fishery  Board  is  not  merely 
a  scientific  body,  nor  is  it  merely  a  body 
connected,  except  in  a  general  way,  with 
the  interests  of  the  filling  population. 
It  has  specific  administrative  duties  of  a 
▼eiy  important  kind.     It  has  to  look 
after  fishing   boats,  to   see   that   the 
trawling  boats  are  numbered,  and  to 
do  police  work  generally ;  it  has  to  do 
with  the  inspection  of  mland  fisheries ; 
and  it  has,  more  than  all,  to  exercise 
fiinctions   which    may    be    described 
as   aemi-judioial    in    their    character. 


Well,    Sir,    what    kind   of    fisherman 
do  you  intend  to  put  on  the  Board  ? 
Are  you  going  to  have  a  drift-net  fisher- 
man, or  a  trawling  fisherman  ?     If  a 
drift-net  fisherman,  you  will  have  the 
whole  trawling  industry  think  that  they 
will  be  ill-used ;  if  a  trawling  fisherman, 
you  will  have  all  the  clients  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  up  in  arms.     This 
is  a  question  of  very  great  difficulty, 
and  I  think  the  best  solution  of  it  will 
be  not  to  put  on  the  Board  a  practical 
fisherman — that  is  to  say,  a  man  actually 
engaged  in  fishing ;  but,  if  you  can,  to 
put  on  it  some  gentleman  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  ins  and  outs  of 
this  great  industry,  who  is  accustomed 
to  practical  administrative  work,   and 
who    shall  supply  to  the  Board  that 
practical  knowledge  which  is  said  to 
be  now  wanting.     How  far  it  will  be 
possible  to   find  such  an  individual  I 
do    not  know;   but    the    attention    of 
the  Government  will  not  cease  to  be 
directed  to  this  most   important   sub- 
ject.   A    great  deal  of    criticism    has 
been   passed    on    the    Fishery   Board 
on  account    of  their   management    of 
harbours ;  and  I  will  point  out  to  hon. 
Gentlemen  that,  at  all  events,  the  con- 
struction of  harbours  is  not  a  subject  in 
which  the  advice  of  a  practical  fisherman 
would  be  of  much  use.     [**  Certainly,  it 
would !  "]    The  hon.  Member  for  For- 
farshire   says — "Certainly,   it  would." 
I  confess  I  have  my  doubts  about  that. 
What  is  required  in  the  case  of  a  har- 
bour   is    not    fishing   knowledge,   but 
engineering  knowledge.     The  difficulty 
is  not  to  know  what  you  want,   but 
how  to  get  it.     Therefore,  I  repeat  that 
I  do  not  think  a  practical  fisherman 
would  be  of  much  use  on  the  Board. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Forfarshire  has 
criticized   the    Fishery  Board  for  ex- 
pending considerable  sums  of    money 
on  large  works,  and  not  spreading  out 
the   wretched    pittance    at  their  com- 
mand over  many  small  ones.    I  think 
that  the  hon.   Member  for  Elgin  and 
Nairn,  and  those  who  agree  with  him, 
are  directly  opposed   to  this  opinion, 
because  he  says  you  should  make  your 
harbours  such   as  will    admit   fishing 
vessels  at  all  times.    But  I  would  point 
out  that  works  of  that  kind,  or  any- 
thing like  that  kind,  can  only  be  car- 
ried out  by   the    expenditure   of   con- 
siderable   sums    of    money    on    each 
harbour.    The  engineers  in  the  service 


243 


Supply — Civil 


{COMMONS} 


Service  JSiiinutUi. 


244 


my  own  knowledge  that  fishermen  of fcen 
have  to  pay  more  for  the  mussels  than 
they  receive  for  the  fish  they  catch  with 
them.  1  have  not  sufficient  confidence 
in  the  Fishery  Board  to  make  me  so 
congratulatory  and  sanguine  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Ber- 
wickshire (Mr.  Marjoribanks).  I  have 
seen,  on  several  occasions  the  gun- 
boats and  steamers  employed  for  the 
protection  of  the  fishermen  actually 
retarding  the  work  of  fishing.  I  fancy 
the  only  way  in  which  these  vessels  are 
sometimes  employed  is  in  preventing  the 
boats  from  going  to  sea.  I  think  that, 
at  least,  some  money  might  bo  given 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  poor  fisher- 
men, who  have  not  got  them,  to  pur- 
chase boats  and  nets.  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  give  us  some 
definite  information  on  this  point. 

The  secretary  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoub)  (Manchester,  E.): 
33efore  replying  to  the  observations  made 
by  hon.  Members  upon  the  general  sub- 
ject I  will  deal  with  the  point  raised 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just 
spoken.  The  hon.  Member  for  Suther- 
land has  reminded  the  Committee  that 
under  the  Crofters  Act  of  last  Ses- 
sion, and  another  Act  passed  last  year, 
there  is  power  to  grant  loans  on  cer- 
tain conations  to  fishermen.  But  I 
must  point  out  that  before  that  portion 
of  the  Act  comes  into  operation  it  is 
necessary  that  an  Order  in  Council  should 
be  passed.  I  can  assure  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber that  the  matter  will  be  completed  as 
soon  as  possible ;  and  I  may  also  inform 
him  that  already  a  Circular  has  been 
issued  by  the  Fishery  Board  to  the 
fishermen  in  crofting  parishes,  putting 
certain  questions  to  them  in  regard  to 
loans,  and  that  everything  is  being 
done  to  hasten  the  work,  so  that  when 
the  Order  in  Council  is  passed  there 
vrill  be  no  delay  in  supplying  the  fisher- 
men with  the  funds  in  the  manner  pro- 
vided by  the  Act.  Coming  next  to  the 
general  question  with  regard  to  the 
Fishery  Board,  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  no  reason  to  complain  of  the 
discussion  which  has  taken  place  this 
evening.  I  am  perfectly  aware  of  the 
great  interest  taken  in  this  question  in 
every  part  of  Scotland,  especially  those 
having  a  seaboard,  which  few  counties 
of  Scotland  are  without.  But  although 
I  do  not  complain  of  the  length  or  the 
tone  of  the  oiscusiion,  I  cannot  give  a 

Jir.  A.  Sutherland 


complete  assent  to  some  of  the  views 
which  have  been  put  forward  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.  I  observe  that  hon. 
Gentlemen  themselves  are  not  wholly 
agreed  in  their  criticisms  upon  the 
Fishery  Board.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Forfarshire  (Mr.  J.  W.  Barclay)  told 
the  Committee  that  he  did  not  complain 
of  the  scientific  work  done  bj  the 
Board ;  but  the  hon.  Member  for  Elgin 
and  Nairn  (Mr.  Anderson)  tells  us  that 
the  scientific  work  of  the  Board  ia  a 
signal  failure. 

Mb.  ANDERSON:  I  said  that  a 
great  deal  of  the  scientific  work  was 
unnecessary  and  useless. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  took  down 
the  words  of  the  hon.  Member,  which  I 
believe  were  that  all  the  scientific  work 
of  the  Board  seemed  to  be  useless.  He 
protested  against  the  presence  of  a  Fkt>- 
lessor  on  the  Board.  He  asserted  that 
you  ought  not  to  have  a  Board  dealing 
with  the  subject  of  fishing  unless  you 
have  a  fisherman  upon  it ;  surely  then, 
by  a  parity  of  reasoning,  you  cannot 
have  a  Board  to  deal  with  scientific 
matters  relating  to  fishing  unless  you 
have  upon  it  a  man  scientifically  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject.  Then  the 
hon.  Member  for  Forfarshire  com- 
plained of  the  fact  that  the  Fishery 
Board  had  excluded  trawlers  from 
only  a  limited  area  on  the  Coast  of 
Scotland.  That  area  is  from  St.  An- 
drew's along  the  Coast  of  Aberdeen- 
shire. Those  who  complain  appear  to 
think  that  the  Board  intended  by  their 
action  to  protect  fishermen  using  drift 
net  s  from  fishermen  who  trawl — that 
the  object  of  the  Board  is  to  protect  one 
class  of  fishermen  against  another  class. 

Mr.  J.  W.  BARCLAY :  I  said  that 
the  area  taken  by  the  Fishery  Board 
was  too  limited  for  the  purpose  that 
they  themselves  intended  to  carry  out. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  aware 
that  that  is  what  the  hon.  Member  for 
Forfarshire  said ;  but  it  is  not  all 
that  other  Members  have  said.  Those 
hon.  Members  are  attacking  the  system 
which  he  is  in  favour  of ;  they  appear 
to  think  that  the  Board  had  in  view  a 
protective  object.  Well,  Sir,  that  is  not 
the  object  of  the  Board.  The  Board 
considered  themselves  entirely  precluded 
from  taking  the  line  of  protecting  one 
class  of  fishermen  as  against  anotherp 
and  selected  the  area  simply  and  solely 
with  a  view  to  scientific  uiTestigation. 
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The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Berwickshire  (Mr.  Marjoribauks)  has 
said  that,  in  his  opinion,  trawlers  ought 
to  be  excluded  from  fishing  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  three-mile  limit.    I 
must  point  out  that  the  danger  is  that 
legislation  which  steps  in  to  protect  one 
class  may  do  so  at  the  expense  of  an- 
other.   The  accusation  against  trawlers 
I  understand  to  be  not  merely  that  they 
compete  successfully  with  line  and  drift- 
net  fishermen,  but  that,  in  the  course  of 
their  operations,    they   destroy  capital 
which  the  drift-net  fishermen  use.    That 
introduces  a  complication  of  the  ques- 
tion which  leaves  a  doubt  in  my  mind 
whether  it  might  not  properly  be  the 
duty  of  the  Government  and  the  Fishery 
Board  to  consider  how  far  they  ought, 
or  ought  not,  to  exclude  a  class  of  men 
who,  in  pursuing  their  ordinary  calling, 
cannot  help  destroying  the  small  capital 
of  their  poorer  brethren.     There  now 
remain  two  other  questions  for  me  to 
touch  upon — the  one  as  to  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Board ;  and  the  other  the 
question  of  the  use  to  which  they  put 
their  powers.    I  say  that  if  this  dis- 
cussion is  taken  as  an  index  of  the  feel- 
ing in  Scotland,  it  must  be  admitted  that 
a  considerable  amount  of  dissatisfaction 
exists  because   no  practical  fisherman 
has  been  put  upon  the  Board.   The  hon. 
Member  for  Forfarshire  has  complained 
of  that,  and  allusion  has  been  made  to 
it  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North  Aber- 
deen (Mr.  Hunter).     I  must  point  out 
that  to  take  a  fisherman  out  of  his  boat, 
and  put  him  upon  the  Board  to  repre- 
sent the  whole  of  the  fishing  class  in 
Scotland,  will  probably  not  give  satis- 
faction to  the  fishermen  themselves.    It 
would   be  extremely  difficult  to  get  a 
fisherman  who  would  take  a  national 
and  not  a  local  view  of  the  question, 
and  there  would  also  be  the  question  of 
payment.     Hon.  Gentlemen  must  recol- 
lect that  the  Fishery  Board  is  not  merely 
a  scientific  body,  nor  is  it  merely  a  body 
connected,  except  in  a  general  way,  with 
the  interests  of  the  fidhing  population. 
It  has  specific  administrative  duties  of  a 
very  important  kind.     It  has  to  look 
after   figJn^Tig   boats,  to   see   that   the 
trawling  boats  are  numbered,  and  to 
do  police  work  generally ;  it  has  to^  do 
with  the  inspection  of  inland  fisheries ; 
and  it  has,  more  than  all,  to  exercise 
functions    which    may    be    described 
M   semi-judioial    in    their    character. 


Well,    Sir,    what    kind   of    fisherman 
do  you  intend  to  put  on  the  Board  ? 
Are  you  going  to  have  a  drift-net  fisher- 
man, or  a  trawling  fisherman  ?     If  a 
drift-net  fisherman,  you  will  have  the 
whole  trawling  industry  think  that  they 
will  be  ill-used ;  if  a  trawling  fisherman, 
you  will  have  all  the  clients  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  up  in  arms.     This 
is  a  question  of  very  great  difficulty, 
and  I  think  the  best  solution  of  it  will 
be  not  to  put  on  the  Board  a  practical 
fisherman — that  is  to  say,  a  man  actually 
engaged  in  fishing ;  but,  if  you  can,  to 
put  on  it  some  gentleman  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  ins  and  outs  of 
this  great  industry,  who  is  accustomed 
to  practical  administrative  work,   and 
who    shall  supply  to  the  Board  that 
practical  knowledge  which  is  said  to 
be  now  wanting.     How  far  it  will  be 
possible  to   find  such  an  individual  I 
do    not  know;   but    the    attention    of 
the  Government  will  not  cease  to  be 
directed  to  this  most   important   sub- 
ject.   A    great  deal  of    criticism    has 
been   passed    on    the    Fishery   Board 
on  account    of  their   management    of 
harbours ;  and  I  will  point  out  to  hon. 
Gentlemen  that,  at  all  events,  the  con- 
struction of  harbours  is  not  a  subject  in 
which  the  advice  of  a  practical  fisherman 
would  be  of  much  use.     [**  Certainly,  it 
would !  "]    The  hon.  Member  for  For- 
farshire   says — "Certainly,   it  would." 
I  confess  I  have  my  doubts  about  that. 
What  is  required  in  the  case  of  a  har- 
bour   is    not    fishing   knowledge,   but 
engineering  knowledge.     The  difficulty 
is  not  to  know   what  you  want,   but 
how  to  get  it.     Therefore,  I  repeat  that 
I  do  not  think  a  practical  fisherman 
would  be  of  much  use  on  the  Board. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Forfarshire  has 
criticized   the    Fishery  Board  for  ex- 
pending considerable  sums  of    money 
on  large  works,  and  not  spreading  out 
the   wretched    pittance    at  their  com- 
mand over  many  small  ones.    I  think 
that  the  hon.   Member  for  Elgin   and 
Nairn,  and  those  who  agree  with  him, 
are  directly  opposed   to  this  opinion, 
because  he  says  you  should  make  your 
harbours  such   as  will    admit   fishing 
vessels  at  all  times.    But  I  would  point 
out  that  works  of  that  kind,  or  any- 
thing like  that  kind,  can  only  be  car- 
ried out  by   the    expenditure   of   con- 
siderable   sums    of    money    on    each 
harbour.    The  engineers  in  the  service 
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of  the  Fishery  Board  cannot  be  de- 
scribed as  incompetent,  inasmuch  as 
they  belong  to  one  of  the  most  eminent 
firms  in  tho  country.  It  is  easy  to  allege 
that  some  of  the  harbours  have  not  ful- 
filled the  expectations  entertained  of 
them  ;  but  no  alteration  of  management 
would  alter  that  state  of  things.  Har- 
bours are  a  standing  reproach  to  engi- 
neers. Wherever  you  go  in  Ireland, 
Scotland,  England,  France,  and  Ger- 
many, the  difficulties  are  so  great,  and 
the  forces  of  nature  so  difficult  to  con- 
trol, that,  whatever  command  of  skill 
and  money  you  may  have,  to  a  certain 
extent  failures  must  and  will  take 
place.  The  hon.  Member  for  Elgin  and 
Nairn  has  related  to  the  House  a 
certain  number  of  failures  that  have 
occurred  in  connection  with  the  Fishery 
Board  ;  but  I  have  no  ground  whatever 
to  believe  that  the  percentage  of  failures 
has  been  greater  in  the  case  of  the 
Fishery  Board  in  Scotland  than  we  must 
expect.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  any- 
thing more  to  add  to  the  statement  I 
have  made.  I  think  I  have  dealt  with 
all  the  points  raised  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  have  taken  part  in  this  discussion  ; 
and  I  need  only  say,  in  conclusion,  that 
it  is  very  easy  for  hon.  Gentlemen  to 
criticize  this  Board.  I  never  knew  a 
Board  that  was  not  open  to  criticism.  I 
will  not  say  that  I  never  knew  a  Board 
that  did  not  deserve  it ;  but  what  I  do 
say  is,  that  no  alteration,  no  re-organi- 
zation, no  change  in  the  class  from 
which  its  Members  are  derived,  no  revo- 
lution in  its  constitution  will  ever  make 
the  Fishery  Board  or  any  other  Board 
proof  against  all  criticism.  The  truth 
IS  that  the  public  naturally  and  inevi- 
tably expect  more  of  such  Boards  than 
they  can  possibly  do.  I  think  that, 
though  it  may  be  true  that,  like  all  other 
human  institutions,  the  Fishery  Board 
of  Scotland  may  have  erred,  they  have, 
nevertheless,  earned  tho  gratitude  of  all 
who  are  interested  in  the  fishing  industry 
in  Scotland.  They  may  not  be  perfect, 
— it  may  be  possible  to  improve  the 
Board — but  I  would  remind  the  Com- 
mittee that  a  majority  of  the  Board  give 
their  services  gratuitously;  that  they 
laboriously  work  for  tho  benefit  of  the 
fishing  population,  whose  interests  are 
BO  eloquently  represented  by  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite ;  and  if  those  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen think  it  their  duty  to  criticize  the 
Board,  I  would  yet  ask  them  to  recol- 

Mr,  A.  J.  Balfour 


lect  that  no  Board  can  be  perfect.  I 
doubt  whether  it  would  be  easy  to  find 
any  body  of  men  who  would  do  more 
thoroughly  and  more  efficiently  the 
work  which  the  public  have  entrusted 
to  these  gentlemen. 

Mr.  hunter  :  There  is  only  one 
observation  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  to  which  I 
wish  to  reply ;  and  I  wish  to  do  that, 
because  he  has  fallen  into  a  gross  error 
on  the  exceedingly  important  subject  of 
trawling.  He  said  that  the  question,  so 
far  as  regarded  trawling,  was  really  a 
question  of  protecting  one  class  of  in- 
dustry against  another.  Well,  it  is 
nothing  of  the  sort,  and  there  is  no 
fisherman  who  would  for  a  moment  ad- 
vance such  a  contention.  The  most  im- 
portant objection  of  the  fishermen  is  one 
which  has  already  been  referred  to, 
although  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
omitted  to  notice  it.  That  principal  ob- 
jection to  trawling  is,  that  it  is  a  mode 
of  fishing  which  is  very  injurious  to  the 
fishing  industry,  and  which  destroys  the 
fish,  and  especially  enormous  numbers 
of  young  fish.  Whether  or  no  there  is 
any  ground  for  that  objection  is  a  moot 
point.  There  is  a  considerable  differ- 
ence of  opinion  upon  it;  but,  at  any 
rate,  that  is  one  ground  on  which  the 
fishermen  in  Scotland  object  to  the 
Fishery  Board.  They  say  that  trawling 
is  disastrous  to  the  fishing  industry. 
Then  as  to  the  difficulty  of  appointing 
practical  fishermen  upon  the  Board; 
surely,  when  you  consider  that  there 
are  three  lawyers  put  upon  the  Board 
by  statute,  it  is  not  too  much  to  ask  that 
there  should  be  three  fishermen,  or  three 
persons  acquainted  with  the  fishing  in- 
dustry, put  on  the  Board,  if  it  were  only 
to  balance  the  three  lawyers.  It  is 
quite  clear  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  has  just  spoken  does  not  repre- 
sent any  constituency  where  there  are 
many  fishermen.  If  he  did,  he  would 
have  found  that  there  was  not  very 
much  difficulty  in  obtaining  exceedingly 
intelligent  and  well-iufprmed  men  to 
represent  the  fishing  industry  on  the 
Fishery  Board  of  Scotland. 

Mr.  J.  W.  BAKCLAY :  I  cannot  help 
feeling  disappointed  by  the  speech  we 
have  Ustened  to  from  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland.  I  must  concur  in  the  remarks 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  this 
extent  —  that  we  cannot  expect  the 
Fishery  Board  to  be  perfect;  that  we 
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cannot  expect  it  to  be  above  oriticisni ; 
but  what  we  do  expect  is,  that  the 
Gk>veminenty  in  appointing  the  Board, 
Bhonld  take  reasonable  steps  to  insure 
the  attainment  of  reasonable  results 
from  the  action  of  the  Board.  The  rea- 
sons given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, if  they  are  worth  anything  at 
all,  would  simply  go  to  show  that 
it  is  an  advantage  in  appointing  the 
Members  of  this  Board  that  gentlemen 
should  be  selected  who  know  nothing 
whatever  about  the  subject  with  which 
they  are  expected  to  deal.  It  seems  to 
me  that  that  has  been  the  principle  on 
which  the  Board  has  been  constituted. 
The  Chairman  knows  nothing  whatever 
about  the  subject  which  is  dealt  with  by 
the  Board  over  which  he  is  called  to 
preside.  There  is  no  Member  on  the 
Board  who  knows  practically  about  sea 
fishings,  and  the  consequence  is  that 
the  Board  is  of  little  practical  use  as 
regard  sea  fishings.  All  that  we  ask 
is  that  in  future  the  Government  should 
endeavour  to  select  men  who  do  know 
something  practical  about  sea  fish- 
ing. It  would  not  bo  so  difficult,  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  seems  to  think, 
to  get  members  on  the  Board  who  are 
practically  acquainted  with  the  fishing 
industry,  and  who  could  give  judicial 
opinions  on  such  questions  affecting  sea 
fishing  as  came  before  them.  Of  course, 
there  would  be  a  difficulty  in  getting  all 
sections  represented;  but  the  Govern- 
ment who  appointed  the  present  Board 
made  little  difficulty  in  appointing  Mem- 
bers all  interested  in  the  river  salmon 
fishing,  and  did  not  take  measures  to 
place  upon  it  gentlemen  connected  with 
the  fishings  in  the  sea.  I  should  have 
no  objection  to  anyone  represent- 
ing the  trawlers  being  put  upon  the 
Board,  if  the  line  fishing  were  also 
represented.  I  trust  that  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  is  better  acquainted  with  the 
affairs  of  Scotland — and  I  hope  he  will 
be  by-and-bye — he  will  know  that  many 
gentlemen  connected  with  sea  fishing  in 
Scotland  could  be  got  to  fill  vacancies  on 
the  Board.  I  know  that  the  Govern- 
ment did  apply  to  a  gentleman  perfectly 
qualified  by  practical  experience  to  sit 
Qpon  the  Board,  and  who  was  acquainted 
with  tiie  sea  fishing  industry ;  but  this 
Mitleman  could  not  be  induced  to  join 
it,  because  he  considered  that  it  was  not 
sufficiently  practical,  and  that  the  fact  of 


joining  it  would  not  be  likely  to  do  him 
any  credit.  But  if  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman will  exercise  discrimination  and 
common  sense  in  making  appointments, 
I  think  that  the  services  of  qualified 
persons  might  easily  be  secured.  Why 
should  he  not  appoint  persons  who 
have  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject with  which  they  have  to  deal  ?  I  do 
not  know  that  the  Sheriffs  are  particu- 
larly well  qualified  to  deal  with  matters 
affecting  fishing.  Probably  the  idea 
is  that  the  Government  will  be  able  to 
get  all  the  law  required  from  them ;  but 
I  fail  to  see  that  there  is  any  great  de- 
mand for  law  in  connection  with  the  work 
of  a  Firfiery  Board.  Another  point  to 
which  I  would  direct  the  attention  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  the  fact 
that  no  adequate  steps  are  taken  by 
the  Fishery  Board  to  protect  the 
mussel  fishing.  In  many  instances  the 
mussel '  beds  have  been  taken  by  the 
landowners  arbitrarily,  the  fishermen 
not  having  been  able  to  resist  them. 
The  proprietors  have  done  nothing  to 
establish  or  cultivate  these  mussel  beds, 
and  yet  they  have  seized  upon  them,  and 
say  that  the  fishermen  shall  not  make 
use  of  them  unless  they  pay.  The  rights 
which  in  this  way  are  claimed  are  by  no 
means  natural  rights ;  and  it  is,  there- 
fore, not  extraordinary  that  the  fishermen 
should  complain.  If  the  legal  element 
on  the  Board  would,  in  cases  of  this 
kind,  advise  the  fishermen  in  contesting 
the  legality  of  these  proceedings  on  the 
part  of  the  proprietors,  their  services 
would  be  valuable.  They  might  inspect 
the  titles  of  the  landlords  to  the  land,  and 
ascertain  to  what  extent  they  could  lay 
claim  to  the  mussel  beds.  In  many 
cases,  I  believe,  it  would  be  found  that 
the  landlord's  title  is  of  the  slightest 
description.  The  Sheriffs,  I  think,  might 
be  of  use  for  this  purpose,  if  they  would 
apply  themselves  to  the  work;  other- 
wise, I  think  it  would  be  much  better  to 
have  the  Board  composed  of  practical 
men. 

Mb.  CEILLy(Mayo,  N.):  I  was  very 
glad  indeed  to  hear  that  the  Gt)vernment 
did  not  find  fault  with  hon.  Members 
for  having  discussed  this  question  at 
some  lengtii,  because  it  was,  as  they  said, 
a  matter  of  great  interest  to  Scotland. 
Now,  there  is  also  great  interest  taken  in 
this  question  in  Ireland ;  and  as  the  Be- 
presentative  of  a  large  fishing  commu- 
nity in  that  ooontry  I  should  like  to  as- 
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of  the  Fishery  Board  cannot  be  de- 
scribed as  incompetent,  inasmuch  as 
they  belong  to  one  of  the  most  eminent 
firms  in  the  country.  It  is  easy  to  allege 
that  some  of  the  harbours  have  not  ful- 
filled the  expectations  entertained  of 
them  ;  but  no  alteration  of  management 
would  alter  that  state  of  things.  Har- 
bours are  a  standing  reproach  to  engi- 
neers. Wherever  you  go  in  Ireland, 
Scotland,  Eugland,  France,  and  Ger- 
many, the  difficulties  are  so  great,  and 
the  forces  of  nature  so  difficult  to  con- 
trol, that,  whatever  command  of  skill 
and  money  you  may  have,  to  a  certain 
extent  failures  must  and  will  take 
place.  The  hon.  Member  for  Elgin  and 
Nairn  has  related  to  the  House  a 
certain  number  of  failures  that  have 
occurred  in  connection  with  the  Fishery 
Board  ;  but  I  have  no  ground  whatever 
to  believe  that  the  percentage  of  failures 
has  been  greater  in  the  case  of  the 
Fishery  Board  in  Scotland  than  wo  must 
expect.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  any- 
thing more  to  add  to  the  statement  I 
have  made.  I  think  I  have  dealt  with 
all  the  points  raised  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  have  taken  part  in  this  discussion  ; 
and  I  need  only  say,  in  conclusion,  that 
it  is  very  easy  for  hon.  Gentlemen  to 
criticize  this  Board.  I  never  knew  a 
Board  that  was  not  open  to  criticism.  I 
will  not  say  that  I  never  knew  a  Board 
that  did  not  deserve  it ;  but  what  I  do 
say  is,  that  no  alteration,  no  re-organi- 
zation, no  change  in  the  class  from 
which  its  Members  are  derived,  no  revo- 
lution in  its  constitution  will  ever  make 
the  Fishery  Board  or  any  other  Board 
proof  against  all  criticism.  The  truth 
IS  that  the  public  naturally  and  inevi- 
tably expect  more  of  such  Boards  than 
they  can  possibly  do.  I  think  that, 
though  it  may  be  true  that,  like  all  other 
human  institutions,  the  Fishery  Board 
of  Scotland  may  have  erred,  they  have, 
nevertheless,  earned  the  gratitude  of  all 
who  are  interested  in  the  fishing  industry 
in  Scotland.  They  may  not  be  perfect, 
— it  may  be  possible  to  improve  the 
Board — but  I  would  remind  the  Com- 
mittee that  a  majority  of  the  Board  give 
their  services  gratuitously;  that  they 
laboriously  work  for  the  benefit  of  the 
fishing  population,  whose  interests  are 
80  eloquently  represented  by  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite ;  and  if  those  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen think  it  their  duty  to  criticize  the 
Board,  I  would  yet  ask  them  to  recol- 
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lect  that  no  Board  oan  be  perfect.  I 
doubt  whether  it  would  be  easy  to  find 
any  body  of  men  who  would  do  more 
thoroughly  and  more  efficiently  the 
work  which  the  public  have  entrusted 
to  these  gentlemen. 

^Ir.  hunter  :  There  is  only  one 
observation  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  to  which  I 
wish  to  reply ;  and  I  wish  to  do  that, 
because  he  has  fallen  into  a  grosB  error 
on  the  exceedingly  important  subject  of 
trawling.  He  said  that  the  question,  so 
far  as  regarded  trawling,  was  really  a 
question  of  protecting  one  class  of  in- 
dustry against  another.  Well,  it  is 
nothing  of  the  sort-,  and  there  is  no 
fisherman  who  would  for  a  moment  ad* 
vance  such  a  contention.  The  most  im- 
portant objection  of  the  fishermen  is  one 
which  has  already  been  referred  to, 
although  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
omitted  to  notice  it.  That  principal  ob- 
jection to  trawling  is,  that  it  is  a  mode 
of  fishing  which  is  very  injurious  to  the 
fishing  industry,  and  which  destroys  the 
fish,  and  especially  enormous  numbers 
of  young  fish.  Whether  or  no  there  is 
any  ground  for  that  objection  is  a  moot 
point.  There  is  a  considerable  ditfer- 
ence  of  opinion  upon  it;  but,  at  any 
rate,  that  is  one  ground  on  which  the 
fishermen  in  Scotland  object  to  the 
Fishery  Board.  They  say  that  trawling 
is  disastrous  to  the  fishing  industry. 
Then  as  to  the  difficulty  of  appointing 
practical  fishermen  upon  the  Board; 
surely,  when  you  consider  that  there 
are  three  lawyers  put  upon  the  Board 
by  statute,  it  is  not  too  much  to  ask  that 
there  should  be  three  fishermen,  or  three 
persons  acquainted  with  the  fishing  in- 
dustry, put  on  the  Board,  if  it  were  only 
to  balance  the  three  lawyers.  It  is 
quite  clear  that  the  right  hon.  (Gentle- 
man who  has  just  spoken  does  not  repre- 
sent any  constituency  whero  there  are 
many  fishermen.  If  he  did,  he  would 
have  found  that  there  was  not  very 
much  difficulty  in  obtaining  exceedingly 
intelligent  and  weU-iufprmed  men  to 
represent  the  fishing  industry  on  the 
Fishery  Board  of  Scotland. 

Mr.  J.  W.  BARCLAY :  I  cannot  help 
feeling  disappointed  by  the  speech  we 
have  listened  to  from  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland.  I  must  concur  in  the  remarks 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  this 
extent  —  that  we  cannot  expect  the 
I  Fishery  Board  to  be  perfect ;  that  we 
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cannot  expect  it  to  be  above  oritioiflm ; 
but  what  we  do  expect  is,  that  the 
Gk>yemment,  in  appointing  the  Board, 
ehonld  take  reasonable  steps  to  insure 
the  attainment  of  reasonable  results 
from  the  action  of  the  Board.  The  rea- 
sons given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, if  they  are  worth  anything  at 
all,  would  simply  go  to  show  that 
it  is  an  advantage  in  appointing  the 
Members  of  this  Board  that  gentlemen 
should  be  selected  who  know  nothing 
whatever  about  the  subject  with  which 
they  are  expected  to  deal.  It  seems  to 
me  that  that  has  been  the  principle  on 
which  the  Board  has  been  constituted. 
The  Chairman  knows  nothing  whatever 
about  the  subject  which  is  dealt  with  by 
the  Board  over  which  he  is  called  to 
preside.  There  is  no  Member  on  the 
Board  who  knows  practically  about  sea 
fishings,  and  the  consequence  is  that 
the  Board  is  of  little  practical  use  as 
regard  sea  fishings.  All  that  we  ask 
is  that  in  future  the  Government  should 
endeavour  to  select  men  who  do  know 
something  practical  about  sea  fish- 
ing. It  would  not  bo  so  difficult,  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  seems  to  think, 
to  get  members  on  the  Board  who  are 
practically  acquainted  with  the  fishing 
industry,  and  who  could  give  judicial 
opinions  on  such  questions  afiPecting  sea 
fishing  as  came  before  them.  Of  course, 
there  would  be  a  difficulty  in  getting  all 
sections  represented ;  but  the  Govern- 
ment who  appointed  the  present  Board 
made  little  difficulty  in  appointing  Mem- 
bers all  interested  in  the  river  salmon 
fishing,  and  did  not  take  measures  to 
place  upon  it  gentlemen  connected  with 
the  fishings  in  the  sea.  I  should  have 
no  objection  to  anyone  represent- 
ing the  trawlers  being  put  upon  the 
Board,  if  the  line  fishing  were  also 
represented.  I  trust  that  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  is  better  acquainted  with  the 
affairs  of  Scotland — and  I  hope  he  will 
be  by-and-bye — he  will  know  that  many 
gentlemen  connected  with  sea  fishing  in 
Scotland  could  be  got  to  fill  vacancies  on 
the  Board.  I  know  that  the  Govern- 
ment did  apply  to  a  gentleman  perfectly 
qualified  by  practical  experience  to  sit 
Qpon  the  Board,  and  who  was  acquainted 
with  the  sea  fishing  industry ;  but  this 
raitleman  could  not  be  induced  to  join 
it,  because  he  considered  that  it  was  not 
soffldently  practical,  and  that  thefaotof 


joining  it  would  not  be  likely  to  do  him 
any  credit.  But  if  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman will  exercise  discrimination  and 
common  sense  in  making  appointments, 
I  think  that  the  services  of  qualified 
persons  might  easily  be  secured.  Why 
should  he  not  appoint  persons  who 
have  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject with  which  they  have  to  deal  ?  I  do 
not  know  that  the  Sheriffs  are  particu- 
larly well  qualified  to  deal  with  matters 
affecting  fishing.  Probably  the  idea 
is  that  the  Government  will  be  able  to 
get  all  the  law  required  from  them  ;  but 
I  fail  to  see  that  there  is  any  great  de- 
mand for  law  in  connection  with  the  work 
of  a  Firfiery  Board.  Another  point  to 
which  I  would  direct  the  attention  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  the  fact 
that  no  adequate  steps  are  taken  by 
the  Fishery  Board  to  protect  the 
mussel  fishing.  In  many  instances  the 
mussel  beds  have  been  taken  by  the 
landowners  arbitrarily,  the  fishermen 
not  having  been  able  to  resist  them. 
The  proprietors  have  done  nothiug  to 
establish  or  cultivate  these  mussel  beds, 
and  yet  they  have  seized  upon  them,  and 
say  that  the  fishermen  shall  not  make 
use  of  them  unless  they  pay.  The  rights 
which  in  this  way  are  claimed  are  by  no 
means  natural  rights ;  and  it  is,  there- 
fore, not  extraordinary  that  the  fishermen 
should  complain.  If  the  legal  element 
on  the  Board  would,  in  cases  of  this 
kind,  advise  the  fishermen  in  contesting 
the  legality  of  these  proceedings  on  the 
part  of  the  proprietors,  their  services 
would  be  valuable.  They  might  inspect 
the  titles  of  the  landlords  to  the  land,  and 
ascertain  to  what  extent  they  could  lay 
claim  to  the  mussel  beds.  In  many 
cases,  I  believe,  it  would  be  found  that 
the  landlord's  title  is  of  the  slightest 
description.  The  Sheriffs,  I  think,  might 
be  of  use  for  this  purpose,  if  they  would 
apply  themselves  to  the  work;  other- 
wise, I  think  it  would  be  much  better  to 
have  the  Board  composed  of  practical 
men. 

Mr.  CEILLy(Mayo,  N.):  I  was  very 
glad  indeed  to  hear  that  the  Gt)vernment 
did  not  find  fault  with  hon.  Members 
for  having  discussed  this  question  at 
some  length,  because  it  was,  as  they  said, 
a  matter  of  great  interest  to  Scotland. 
Now,  there  is  also  great  interest  taken  in 
this  question  in  Ireland ;  and  as  the  Be- 
presentative  of  a  large  fishing  commu- 
nity in  that  ooontry  I  should  like  to  as- 
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of  the  Fishery  Board  cannot  be  de- 
scribed as  incompetent,  inasmuch  as 
they  belong  to  one  of  the  most  eminent 
firms  in  the  country.  It  is  easy  to  allege 
that  some  of  the  harbours  have  not  ful- 
filled the  expectations  entertained  of 
them  ;  but  no  alteration  of  management 
would  alter  that  state  of  things.  Har- 
bours are  a  standing  reproach  to  engi- 
neers. "Wherever  you  go  in  Ireland, 
Scotland,  England,  France,  and  Ger- 
many, the  difficulties  are  so  great,  and 
the  forces  of  nature  so  difficult  to  con- 
trol, that,  whatever  command  of  skill 
and  money  you  may  have,  to  a  certain 
extent  failures  must  and  will  take 
place.  The  hon.  Member  for  Elg^in  and 
Nairn  has  related  to  the  House  a 
certain  number  of  failures  that  have 
occurred  in  connection  with  the  Fishery 
Board  ;  but  I  have  no  ground  whatever 
to  believe  that  the  percentage  of  failures 
has  been  greater  in  the  case  of  the 
Fishery  Board  in  Scotland  than  we  must 
expect.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  any- 
thing more  to  add  to  the  statement  I 
have  made.  I  think  I  have  dealt  with 
all  the  points  raised  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  have  taken  part  in  this  discussion  ; 
and  I  need  only  say,  in  conclusion,  that 
it  is  very  easy  for  hon.  Gentlemen  to 
criticize  this  Board.  I  never  knew  a 
Board  that  was  not  open  to  criticism.  I 
will  not  say  that  I  never  knew  a  Board 
that  did  not  deserve  it ;  but  what  I  do 
say  is,  that  no  alteration,  no  re-organi- 
zation, no  change  in  the  class  from 
which  its  Members  are  derived,  no  revo- 
lution in  its  conetitution  will  ever  make 
the  Fishery  Board  or  any  other  Board 
proof  against  all  criticism.  The  truth 
18  that  the  public  naturally  and  inevi- 
tably expect  more  of  such  Boards  than 
they  can  possibly  do.  I  think  that, 
though  it  may  be  true  that,  like  all  other 
human  institutions,  the  Fishery  Board 
of  Scotland  may  have  erred,  they  have, 
nevertheless,  earned  the  gratitude  of  all 
who  are  interested  in  the  fishing  industry 
in  Scotland.  They  may  not  be  perfect, 
— ^it  may  be  possible  to  improve  the 
Board — but  I  would  remind  the  Com- 
mittee that  a  majority  of  the  Board  give 
their  services  gratuitously;  that  they 
laboriously  work  for  the  benefit  of  the 
fishing  population,  whose  interests  are 
BO  eloquently  represented  by  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite ;  and  if  those  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen think  it  their  duty  to  criticize  the 
Board,  I  would  yet  ask  them  to  recol- 
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lect  that  no  Board  can  be  perfect.  I 
doubt  whether  it  would  be  easy  to  find 
any  body  of  men  who  would  do  more 
thoroughly  and  more  efficiently  the 
work  which  the  public  have  entrusted 
to  these  gentlemen. 

Mr.  hunter  :  There  is  only  one 
observation  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland  to  which  I 
wish  to  reply ;  and  I  wish  to  do  that, 
because  he  has  fallen  into  a  gross  error 
on  the  exceedingly  important  subject  of 
trawling.  He  said  that  the  question,  so 
far  as  regarded  trawling,  was  really  a 
question  of  protecting  one  class  of  in- 
dustry against  another.  Well,  it  is 
nothing  of  the  sort,  and  there  is  no 
fisherman  who  would  for  a  moment  ad- 
vance such  a  contention.  The  most  im- 
portant objection  of  the  fishermen  is  one 
which  has  already  been  referred  to, 
although  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
omitted  to  notice  it.  That  principal  ob- 
jection to  trawling  is,  that  it  is  a  mode 
of  fishing  which  is  very  injurious  to  the 
fishing  industry,  and  which  destroys  the 
fish,  and  especially  enormous  numbers 
of  young  fish.  Whether  or  no  there  is 
any  ground  for  that  objection  is  a  moot 
point.  There  is  a  considerable  differ- 
ence of  opinion  upon  it;  but,  at  any 
rate,  that  is  one  ground  on  which  the 
fishermen  in  Scotland  object  to  the 
Fishery  Board.  They  say  tnat  trawling 
is  disastrous  to  the  fishing  industry. 
Then  as  to  the  difficulty  of  appointing 
practical  fishermen  upon  the  Board; 
surely,  when  you  consider  that  there 
are  three  lawyers  put  upon  the  Board 
by  statute,  it  is  not  too  much  to  ask  that 
there  should  be  three  fishermen,  or  three 
persons  acquainted  with  the  fishing  in- 
dustry, put  on  the  Board,  if  it  were  only 
to  balance  the  three  lawyers.  It  is 
quite  clear  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  has  just  spoken  does  not  repre- 
sent any  constituency  where  there  are 
many  fiishermen.  If  he  did,  he  would 
have  found  that  there  was  not  very 
much  difficulty  in  obtaining  exceedingly 
intelligent  and  well-informed  men  to 
represent  the  fishing  industry  on  the 
Fishery  Board  of  Scotland. 

Mb.  J.  W.  BARCLAY :  I  cannot  help 
feeling  disappointed  by  the  speech  we 
have  listened  to  from  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland.  I  must  conoor  in  the  remarks 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  this 
extent  —  that  we  cannot  expect  the 
Fishery  Board  to  be  perfect;  that  we 
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cannot  expect  it  to  be  above  oritioisni ; 
but  what  we  do  expect  is,  that  the 
Gk)Yemment,  in  appointing  the  Board, 
fihonld  take  reasonable  steps  to  insure 
the  attainment  of  reasonable  results 
from  the  action  of  the  Board.  The  rea- 
sons given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, if  they  are  worth  anything  at 
all,  would  simply  go  to  show  that 
it  is  an  advantage  in  appointing  the 
Members  of  this  Board  that  gentlemen 
should  be  selected  who  know  nothing 
whatever  about  the  subject  with  which 
they  are  expected  to  deal.  It  seems  to 
me  that  that  has  been  the  principle  on 
which  the  Board  has  been  constituted. 
The  Chairman  knows  nothing  whatever 
about  the  subject  which  is  dealt  with  by 
the  Board  over  which  he  is  called  to 
preside.  There  is  no  Member  on  the 
^oard  who  knows  practically  about  sea 
fishings,  and  the  consequence  is  that 
the  Board  is  of  little  practical  use  as 
regard  sea  fishings.  All  that  we  ask 
is  that  in  future  the  Qovemment  should 
endeavour  to  select  men  who  do  know 
something  practical  about  sea  fish- 
ing. It  would  not  bo  so  difficult,  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  seems  to  think, 
to  get  members  on  the  Board  who  are 
practically  acquainted  with  the  fishing 
industry,  and  who  could  give  judicial 
opinions  on  such  questions  affecting  sea 
fishing  as  came  before  them.  Of  course, 
there  would  be  a  difficulty  in  getting  all 
sections  represented ;  but  the  Govern- 
ment who  appointed  the  present  Board 
made  little  difficulty  in  appointing  Mem- 
bers all  interested  in  the  river  salmon 
fishing,  and  did  not  take  measures  to 
place  upon  it  gentlemen  connected  with 
the  fishings  in  the  sea.  I  should  have 
no  objection  to  anyone  represent- 
ing the  trawlers  being  put  upon  the 
Board,  if  the  line  fishing  were  also 
represented.  I  trust  that  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  is  better  acquainted  with  the 
affairs  of  Scotland — and  I  hope  he  will 
be  by-and-bye — he  will  know  that  many 
gentlemen  connected  with  sea  fishing  in 
Scotlaiid  could  be  got  to  fill  vacancies  on 
the  Board.  I  know  that  the  Govern- 
ment did  apply  to  a  gentleman  perfectly 
qualified  by  practical  experience  to  sit 
upon  the  Board,  and  who  was  acquainted 
with  the  sea  fishing  industry ;  but  this 
ffsntleman  could  not  be  induced  to  join 
itf  because  he  considered  that  it  was  not 
safflfltently  practical,  and  that  the  fact  of 


joining  it  would  not  be  likely  to  do  him 
any  credit.  But  if  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman will  exercise  discrimination  and 
common  sense  in  making  appointments, 
I  think  that  the  services  of  qualified 
persons  might  easily  be  secured.  Why 
should  he  not  appoint  persons  who 
have  a  practical  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject with  which  they  have  to  deal  ?  I  do 
not  know  that  the  Sheriffs  are  particu- 
larly well  qualified  to  deal  with  matters 
affecting  fishing.  Probably  the  idea 
is  that  the  Government  will  be  able  to 
get  all  the  law  required  from  them  ;  but 
I  fail  to  see  that  there  is  any  great  de- 
mand for  law  in  connection  with  the  work 
of  a  Finery  Board.  Another  point  to 
which  I  would  direct  the  attention  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  the  fact 
that  no  adequate  steps  are  taken  by 
the  Fishery  Board  to  protect  the 
mussel  fishing.  In  many  instances  the 
mussel '  beds  have  been  taken  by  the 
landowners  arbitrarily,  the  fishermen 
not  having  been  able  to  resist  them. 
The  proprietors  have  done  nothing  to 
establish  or  cultivate  these  mussel  beds, 
and  yet  they  have  seized  upon  them,  and 
say  that  the  fishermen  shall  not  make 
use  of  them  unless  they  pay.  The  rights 
which  in  this  way  are  claimed  are  by  no 
means  natural  rights ;  and  it  is,  there- 
fore, not  extraordinary  that  the  fishermen 
should  complain.  If  the  legal  element 
on  the  Board  would,  in  cases  of  this 
kind,  advise  the  fishermen  in  contesting 
the  legality  of  these  proceedings  on  the 
part  of  the  proprietors,  their  services 
would  be  valuable.  They  might  inspect 
the  titles  of  the  landlords  to  the  land,  and 
ascertain  to  what  extent  they  could  lay 
claim  to  the  mussel  beds.  In  many 
cases,  I  believe,  it  would  be  found  that 
the  landlord's  title  is  of  the  slightest 
description.  The  Sheriffs,  I  think,  might 
be  of  use  for  this  purpose,  if  they  would 
apply  themselves  to  the  work;  other- 
wise, I  think  it  would  be  much  better  to 
have  the  Board  composed  of  practical 
men. 

Mr.  CEILLy(Mayo,  N.):  I  was  very 
glad  indeed  to  hear  that  the  Gt)vernment 
did  not  find  fault  with  hon.  Members 
for  having  discussed  this  question  at 
some  lengtii,  because  it  was,  as  they  said, 
a  matter  of  great  interest  to  Scotland. 
Now,  there  is  also  great  interest  taken  in 
this  question  in  Ireland ;  and  as  the  Be- 
presentative  of  a  large  fishing  commu- 
nity in  that  country  I  should  £ke  to  as- 
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sure  Gentlemen  from  Scotland,  who  are 
taking  acfcion  in  this  matter,  that  they 
have  all  the  sympathy  of  my  countrymen, 
and  will  have  all  our  support  in  their  en- 
deavour to  obtain  what  they  possibly  can 
to  develop  their  fishing  industries.     The 
statement  which  has  been  put  before  us, 
and  which  has  been  referred  to  so  inte- 
restingly by  Scotch  Kepresentatives,  is  of 
much  interest  to  Irishmen  also,,  because 
it  shows  conclusively  that  the  State  nou- 
rishment of  the  fisheries  of  every  country 
is  not  merely    good  in  itself,    but  is 
profitable  to  the  State,  and  to  the  people 
who  engage  in  these  industries.     Now, 
forinstance,  as  has  been  pointed  out  by  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  North  Sligo 
(Mr.  P.  McDonald)  in  a  speech  he  deli- 
vered in  the  course  of  this  discussion, 
the  branding  of  herrings  in  Scotland  has 
brought  in  a  surplus  of  £5,200.    If  the 
same  system  wore  pursued  in  Ireland  I  am 
quite  sure  that  the  Irish  fisheries  would 
benefit  in  the  same  degree ;  but  it  is  not 
merely,  we  conceive,  from  this  statement 
in  the  matter  of  branding  that  the  Go- 
vernment do  all  they  can  to  encourage 
and  develop  the  Scotch  fisheries.    We 
see  that  they  grant  annually  in  aid  of 
piers  and  quays  in  Scotland  sums  which 
are  required  for  the    development    of 
those  works.     We  find  that  this  year  the 
sum  of  £3,000  has  been  allotted  for  that 
purpose.     Now,  nothing  of  that  kind  is 
done  in  connection  with  the  fisheries  of 
Ireland.     We  who  represent  Irish  con- 
stituencies, and  are  familiar  with  Irish 
matters,  know  that  wherever  any  money 
has  been  applied  to  the  building  of  har- 
bours   it    nas  been  absolutely  thrown 
away  ;  but  that  is  not  the  case  in  Scot- 
land. 

Mb.  AMBROSE  (Middlesex,  Harrow): 
Mr.  Courtney,  I  rise  to  Order.  I  under- 
stand that  the  Question  before  you  is  an 
Amendment  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the 
Chairman  of  this  Fishery  Board ;  and  I 
wish  to  ask  you  whether  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  entitled  to  enter  into  a  discussion 
in  regard  to  Irish  harbours  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  question  as  to 
the  Scotch  Fishery  Board  is  not  confined 
to  the  Chairman's  salary  ;  therefore  the 
hon.  Member  is  not  out  of  Order. 

Mb.  CRILLY:  I  was  expressing  my  gra- 
tification, Mr.  Courtney,  in  dealing  with 
this  Vote,  that  the  Goyemment  had  put 
down  the  sum  of  £3,000  for  the  building 
of  piers  and  quays  in  connection  with  the 
Scotch  fisheries ;  and  I  am  glad  that  in 

Mr.  Crilly 


doing  80  I  am  not  out  of  Order.     I 
desire  to  be  permitted  to  express  a  hope 
that  the  same  generosity  will  obtain  in 
regard  to  Ireland,  because  we  know  that 
the  harbours  built  in  that  country  are 
really  monuments  of  the  incompetence 
of  the  Irish  Board  of  Works.     But  not 
merely  does  the  Government  grant  larg^ 
sums  of  money  in  aid  of  piers  and  quays 
I  in  Scotland ;  but  I  find  that  there  is  a 
g^ant  made  in  aid  of  telegraph  exten- 
sion.    Where  a  line  between  a  certain 
town  or  place  and  a  fishing  village  will 
not  pay  the  expense  of  working,  the  Go- 
yemment, very  wisely,  as  I  think,  grant  a 
sum  of  £392,  and  sometimes  as  much  as 
£500,  to  sustain  the  telegraphic  commu- 
nication.    This  is  as  it  ought  to  be.     I 
am  very  pleased  indeed  to  find  that  the 
sum  of  £26,780  has  been  allotted  to  de- 
velop and  nourish  the  Scotch  fisheries ; 
and  I  believe  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman will  carry  out,  or  will  do  all  he 
can  to  carry  out,  his  promises  to  meet 
the  representations   which    have   been 
made  to  him  by  the  Scotch  Representa- 
tives.    At    present,    undoubtedly,    the 
Scotch  Fishery  Board  does  not  seem  to 
be  an  altogether  capable  one.     On  the 
contrary,  on  the  face  of  it,  I  should  saj 
that  it  was  an  incapable  Board  ;  because 
we  find  that,  although  its  main  object 
is  to  maintain  the  fisheries  of  Scotland, 
the  Chairman  of  that  Body  is  actually  a 
newsagent  in  Edinburgh,  as  if  a  news- 
agent or  a  stationer  were  the  best  man 
to  discharge  the  onerous  duties  oonneoted 
with  the  Chairmanship  of  the  Scotch 
Fishery  Board.     I  have  nothing  further 
to  say,  except  to  express  a  hope,  inci- 
dentally, that  the  Government  will  show 
towards    the    Irish  fisheries  the  same 
kindly  generosity  and  desire  for  their 
nourishment  and  their  development  that 
they  have  shown  in  regard  to  the  Scotch 
fisheries.     I  find,  as  I  have  said,  that 
the  Government  have  allocated  £26,780 
to  this  purpose ;  and  I  find  on  a  later 
page  in  this  statement    of   Estimates, 
that  the  paltry  sum  of  only  £4,000  is 
granted  to  develop  the  Irish  fisheries.    I 
trust,  therefore,   that  the  Government 
will  see  its  way 

Mr.  AMBROSE:  I  am  afraid,  Mr. 
Courtney,  that  you  did  not  clearly  un- 
derstand my  point.  Are  we,  Sir,  dis- 
cussing the  Scotch  Vote  ? 

The  CHAHIMAN  :  The  line  of  axyu- 
ment  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  (fi[r. 
Crilly)  is  now  indulging  in  has  been 
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admitted  in  Committee  of  Sapply  for 
many  years.  I  cannot,  therefore,  inter- 
rupt the  hon.  Member. 

Mb.  CRILLY:  If  the  hon.  Member 
opposite  would  only  have  a  little  patience 
he  wonld  find  very  little  to  complain  of, 
as  I  am  just  now  concluding  my  obser- 
rations.  I  merely  desired  to  address  a 
few  words  to  the  Committee  on  matters 
that  struck  my  attention  on  looking  over 
the  Estimates.  I  only  hope  that  the 
Govemment  will  extend  to  the  Irish 
fisheries  the  same  consideration  and 
generosity  that  they  have  extended  to 
the  Scotch  fisheries. 

Mb.  BYRNE  (Wicklow,  W.)  :  I  also 
congratulate  hon.  Members  from  Scot- 
land on  the  interesting  discussion  which 
has  taken  place  on  the  question  before 
the  Committee  —  the  question  of  the 
Scotch  Fishery  Board.  I  beg  to  sup- 
port the  Amendment  proposed.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  a  very  proper  Amend- 
ment. I  think  Scotland  is  very  much 
more  favoured  than  Ireland,  although 
that  is  no  reason  why  either  I,  or  any 
of  my  Colleagues,  should  be  jealous  of 
the  Scotch  in  this  respect.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  should  like  to  see  the  Scotch  sea 
fisheries  very  much  better  developed 
than  they  are.  And  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  best  way  to  bring  about  this  deve- 
lopment would  be  to  appoint  Scotch 
fishermen  on  the  Board,  and  give  them 
the  management  of  their  own  affairs.  I 
cannot  believe  that  the  best  thing  for 
these  fisheries — and  in  this  I  differ  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour) — is  to 
appoint  gentlemen  to  manage  them  who 
know  nothing  whatever  about  fishing. 
I  think  there  should  be  at  least  two  or 
three  individuals  on  the  Board  who  are 
well  up  in  nautical  affairs  and  under- 
stand all  about  fishing.  It  appears  that 
the  Chairman  of  the  Scotch  Board  re- 
ceives the  large  salary  of  £800  a-year, 
and  that  he  is  not  a  fisherman,  nor  in 
any  way  connected  with  nautical  mat- 
ters. He  only  gets  his  appointment  as 
a  matter  of  patronage.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  Government  are  not  doing  their 
best  in  the  interests  of  Scotland,  or  of 
Scotch  fisheries,  when  they  foist  a  man 
of  this  kind  upon  the  Fishery  Board. 
There  is  another  thing  upon  which  I 
congratulate  the  Scotch  fishing  industry, 
and  that  is  that  the  Government  have 
not  only  g^ven  them  a  grant  for  piers 
and    quays,    but    have    also    granted 


£2,000  for  scientific  investigations.  I 
do  not  object  to  that  at  all ;  but  I  think 
it  desirable  that  a  thorough  investiga- 
tion should  be  made  into  uie  subject  of 
preserving  fish,  and  the  best  method  of 
sending  them  into  market ;  because,  as 
well  as  being  a  benefit  to  Scotland,  a 
satisfactory  settlement  of  this  question 
will  conduce  to  the  introduction  of  a 
larger  quantity  of  fish  into  the  centres 
of  consumption  in  the  United  Kingdom 
and  all  over  the  world.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  that  the  Scotch  Fishery 
Board  has  employed  a  very  clever  and 
experienced  engineer,  although  he  ad- 
mitted that  this  gentleman  made  serious 
mistakes.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
went  further,  and  said  that  the  making 
of  mistakes  in  this  manner  was  inevit- 
able. Well,  if  you  employ  a  man  who 
does  not  imderstand  the  business — if 
you  engage  upon  the  construction  of 
piers  and  harbours  a  fresh-water  en- 
gineer who  knows  nothing  about  marine 
matters,  no  doubt  he  must  make  mis- 
takes. A  watchmaker  may  know  a  great 
deal  about  the  wheels  of  a  watch ;  but 
when  he  comes  to  deal  with  the  wheels 
of  a  mill  he  may  find  himself  without 
experience,  and  altogether  incapable  of 
turning  out  good  work.  Therefore,  I 
contend  that  you  should  have  upon  the 
Scotch  Board  gentlemen  who  understand 
fishing  matters.  The  Scotch  people 
know  perfectly  well  what  they  want  and 
what  they  ought  to  have  in  this  matter; 
and  I  trust  that  the  Committee  will  assist 
in  carrying  out  their  wishes.  A  refor- 
mation is  required  on  the  Board,  so  that 
the  fishing  industry  of  the  country  can 
have  the  business  of  the  Board  more 
under  its  control. 

Mb.  CALDWELL  (Glasgow,  St. 
Kollox):  I  cannot  join  in  the  con- 
demnation of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Fishery  Board  which  has  proceeded 
from  hon.  Gentlemen  who  are  not  con- 
nected with  Scotland.  I  do  not  suppose 
that  hon.  Members  from  Scotland  will 
find  any  fault  with  the  ability  of  Sir 
Thomas  Boyd,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board.  That  gentleman  was,  for  a 
considerable  period.  Lord  Provost  of 
Edinburgh,  and  he  has  talent  sufficient 
to  undertake  the  duties  of  Chairman  of 
this  Board.  There  is,  however,  one 
practical  suggestion  which  I  would  offer 
to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  and  it  is 
this — I  quite  agree  that  there  ought  to 
be  representatives  of  the  fishing  interest 
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on  the  Sootoh  Eishery  Board.    It  seemB 
to  me  tkat  the  salary  of  the  Chairman 
might  be  reduced  to  about  £500.    I 
think  that  would  be  a  reasonable  remu- 
neration for  the  Chairman  of  such  a 
Board.     With  regard  to  the  remaining 
£300,  I  would  suggest  that  it  should  be 
given  to  representatives  elected  by  the 
fishermen  of  Scotland.     You  might  have 
either  two  representatives  of  the  Scotch 
fishermen  at  £150  a-pioce,  or  three  at 
£100.    In  the  case  of  Glasgow  Harbour, 
it  was  found  very  beneficial  to  have  re- 
presentatives of  the  shipping  interest  on 
the  Clyde  Trust.     That  arrangement  has 
worked  remarkably  well,  several  interests 
being  represented  on  the  Trust ;  and  I 
venture  to  suggest  that  the  interests  of 
the  fishermen  can  be  represented  in  a 
somewhat  similar  manner.     There  is  a 
roll  made  up  of  the  shipowners  in  Glas- 
gow, and  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
having  a  roll  of   fishermen  made  up, 
and  in  having  an  election  of  representa- 
tives of  fishermen  every  five  years  to 
hold  office  for  five  years.    If  a  plan  of 
that  kind    were  carried  out   it  would 
satisfy  the  fishermen  of  Scotland,  and 
would  give    them    an    opportunity   of 
making    any    complaints    they    might 
have.     I  do  not  see  any  objection   to 
this  plan.     One    representative    could 
come  from  the  East,  and  another  from 
the  West;    and  this  would  give    the 
fishermen  a  channel  for  communicating 
their  suggestions,  and  would  do  away 
with  any  feeling  that  exists  that  their 
interests  are  being  neglected    by  the 
Board. 

Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &c.) :  I  am  sure  we  cannot  settle 
to-night  the  difficult  subject  of  sea  fishe- 
ries. I  only  rise  to  express  my  satisfac- 
tion at  what  has  been  done  in  the  Firth 
of  Forth  in  regard  to  trawling.  I  am 
sure  that  all  Scotch  fishermen  will  have 
derived  satisfaction  from  what  has  been 
done,  and  I  trust  that  the  result  will  be 
to  show  what  the  efifect  of  stopping 
trawling  is. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  64; 
Noes  154:  Majority  89.~(Div.  List, 
No.  26.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(8.)  £2,482,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Lunacy  Commission,  Scotland. 

Mr.  Caldwell 


Me.  MOLLOT  (King's  Co.,  Birr) :  I 
am  not  going  to  raise  any  discussion  on 
this  Vote,  because  the  Lunacy  Commis- 
sioners in  Scotland  manage  their  busi- 
ness as  well,  I  believe,  as  it  is  managed 
anywhere  in  England;  but  I  want  to 
ask  you  to  make  a  comparison  with  an- 
other Lunacy  Board.  I  wish  to  ask 
how  many  visits  the  Scotch  Lunacy 
Commissioners  pay  to  Scotch  lunatic 
asylums  during  the  year  ?  I  see  there 
are  only  two  Commissioners  in  Scotland. 
Can  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tell  me 
how  many  visits  they  make  ? 

The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoxjb)  (Manchester,  E.) : 
This  question  I  am  unable  to  answer 
with  precision.  The  hon.  Gentleman  is 
in  error  in  saying  that  there  are  only 
two  Lunacy  Conmiissioners.  There  are 
seven  who  have  to  do  with  the  inspec- 
tion of  Scotch  asylums.  I  cannot  tell 
the  hon.  Gentleman  how  many  visits  the 
Scotch  Lunacy  Commissioners  make,  for 
I  believe  the  question  has  never  been 
raised  before. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(9.)  £3,089,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Registrar  General's  Office,  Scotland. 

(10.)  £3,340,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Board  of  Supervision  for  Relief  of  the 
Poor,  and  for  Public  Health,  Scotland. 

(11.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

'*That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,616,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  tarn 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  whioh  will  oome 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  SaUriea 
of  the  Officers  and  Attendants  of  the  Household 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  other 
Expenses.*' 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal, E.) :  On  this  Vote  I  desire  to  bring 
before  the  notice  of  the  Committee  a 
matter  which  is  of  great  importance,  not 
only  with  regard  to  a  particular  Depart- 
ment of  the  Public  Service,  but  as  it  ap- 
pears in  connection  with  the  whole  Toxy 
administration  of  the  Civil  Service  Esti- 
mates. We  are  asked,  Sir,  to  vote  a 
sum  of,  altogether,  £7,516  for  the 
Household  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland ;  but  it  by  no  means  follows  that 
we  can  feel  at  all  assured  that  this 
£7,516  is  for  the  financial  year  in  whioh 
we  are  asked  to  vote  it.  Now,  Sir,  with 
regard  to  the  accounts  of  the  last  finan- 
cial year  which  have  now  dosed,  it  woald 
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appear  that  when  nearly  the  whole  Vote 
was  exhausted,  there  was  sent  in  a  claim 
for  a  sum  of  money  of  about  £50  or  £60. 
The  Department  was  not  able,  out  of  the 
Vote  for  the  year,  to  defray  the  charge, 
and  accordingly  they  resorted  to  the 
▼ery  simple  expedieat  of  appropriatiDg 
the  sum  of  £27,  which  then  remained  to 
them  unexpended  from  that  year's  Vote, 
in  payment  of  part  of  the  claim,  and 
they  deferred  the  balance  of  the  claim 
until  the  next  financial  year.  Naturally, 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General  took 
exception  to  the  proceeding,  and  it  came 
before  the  Committee  of  Public  Ac- 
counts. The  Committee  of  Public  Ac- 
counts put  it  before  the  House,  and 
stated  that  an  important  question  of 
principle  was  raised  by  the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor  General  on  this  Vote. 

Thb  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.)  : 
Would  the  hon.  Gentleman  say  to  what 
page  he  refers  ? 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  :  To 
page  6  of  the  Report  of  the  Public  Ac- 
counts Committee.  They  say  that  an 
important  question  of  principle  is  raised 
by  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General 
on  this  Vote.  They  point  out  that  an 
amount  of  £55  5«.  accrued  to  incidental 
expenses  in  one  of  the  Departments,  and 
of  this  £27  was  paid  on  account,  leaving 
£28  5i.  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the  ac- 
count for  1885-6.  And  they  say  that 
the  deliberate  postponing  till  next  year 
of  payments  which  have  become  due, 
for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  expenditure 
in  excess  of  the  grant,  is  the  common 
expedient  in  all  Departments  of  the  Civil 
Service.  In  the  evidence  taken  before 
the  Public  Accounts  Committee,  with 
which  I  will  not  trouble  the  Committee 
at  any  length,  reference  was  made  to 
this  matter.  The  representative  official 
who  was  before  the  Committee  was 
asked  this  question  by  the  Chairman— 

**  Are  tho  facts  stated  by  tho  Comptroller  and 
Anditor  General  in  his  Report  correct— namely, 
that  liability  to  the  extent  of  £55  was  incurred, 
of  which  only  £27  was  paid  on  account,  and 
that  the  balance  of  £28  was  left  to  bo  advanced 
out  of  the  grant  for  1885-6  P  *' 

The  answer  was  **Yes."  The  next 
question  was,  if  the  witness  could  state 
if  the  whole  liability  had  been  left  to  be 
defrayed  out  of  the  following  year's 
account,  what  would  have  come  before 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General 
that  would  have  shown  him  that  the 
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Department  could  have  incurred  any 
such  liability  ?    The  answer  was — 

**  I  do  not  think  he  would  have  found  out  the 
fact.  I  think  no  document  would  have  come 
before  him  from  which  he  would  have  observed 
the  postponement  of  the  payment."' 

I  draw  attention  to  the  signiQcance  of 
that  answer.  It  amounts  to  this,  that, 
under  the  present  system,  a  liability  in- 
curred by  a  Department  may  not  be  de- 
frayed in  the  year  in  which  it  was  in- 
curred, but  may  be  defrayed  out  of  such 
Votes  as  we  are  now  taking — out  of  the 
Votes  of  a  totally  difiFerent  financial 
year — and  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General, 
or  anyone  else,  until  long  afterwards,  to 
find  out  anything  about  it.  The  wit- 
ness was  asked  to  explain  what  was  the 
view  of  the  Treasury  after  the  observa- 
tion made  by  the  Comptroller  and  Audi- 
tor General  as  to  this  postponement  of 
payment.     The  answer  was — 

"  The  Treasury  would  adhere  to  the  view 
they  took  in  the  Minute  of  the  3rd  of  Novem- 
ber that  has  been  laid  before  the  Committee. 
That  is  to  say,  that,  in  the  first  place,  liabilities 
should  not  be  incurred  at  all  unless  there  was  a 
prospect  of  being  able  to  meet  them  ;  but  if 
they  are  incurred,  postponement  is  preferable 
to  excess." 

In  reply  to  definite  questions  put  to  him 
by  various  Members  of  the  Committee, 
the  Treasury  official  showed  that  the 
Treasury  was  exceedingly  anxious  to 
avoid,  by  hook  or  by  crook,  anything 
like  an  excess  Vote.  An  excess  Vote  in- 
volves the  Treasury  coming  down  to 
this  House  and  making  a  special  expla- 
nation of  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  amount  voted  in  Committee  has  been 
exceeded  by  the  Department  in  ques- 
tion. Of  course,  the  necessity  of  tho 
special  explanation  involved  in  an  excess 
Vote  exposes  the  Department  to  a  good 
deal  of  criticism,  and,  possibly,  to  a 
close  examination  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  excess  has  been  in- 
curred. It  was  admitted  then  by  the 
Treasury  official,  that  the  Treasury  are 
exceedingly  anxious  to  avoid  an  excess 
Vote,  no  matter  what  the  circumstances 
are  under  which  the  excess  has  been  in- 
curred— 

*'  Where  it  is  impossible  to  secure  a  postpone- 
ment, you  have  an  excess  VoteP — Yea^'* 

And— 
**  Where  it  is  possible '* 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order!  The 
question  which  the  hon.   Member  for 
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East  Donegal  (Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor)  is 
directing  attention  to  is  one  of  great 
importance,  but  it  appears  to  have 
arisen  in  connection  with  the  Yote  for 
the  Lord  Lieutenant's  Household  in  a 
former  year.  It  is  not  pertinent  to  this 
particular  Vote ;  indeed,  it  rather  con- 
cerns the  administration  of  the  Civil 
Service  altogether  than  any  particular 
Vote.  I  think  he  is  out  of  Order  in 
entering  upon  it  at  this  stage. 

Mb.  AETHUR  O'CONNOR :  I  pro- 
pose to  move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote 
Dy  £27,  which  I  hope  to  show  to  be 
necessarily  connected  with  this  financial 
year's  and  a  past  financial  year's  ac- 
counts, and  which,  if  defrayed  at  all, 
must  eventually  fall  upon  this  particular 
Vote— 

<*  Where  it  is  possible  you  avoid  an  excess 
Vote  by  adopting  the  plan  which  was  adopted 
in  this  case?— Yes.'* 

The  chairman  :  I  do  not  think  it 
would  be  in  Order  to  move  a  reduction 
of  this  Vote  in  order  to  correct  what  is 
said  to  be  an  irregularity  in  a  former 
year. 

Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  :  No  ;  I 
I  do  not  want  to  correct  an  irregularity. 
I  want  to  withhold  from  the  Treasury 
the  sum  of  £27,  which,  if  withheld  from 
them  on  this  ground,  they  will  be  un- 
able to  appropriate  from  the  Vote  any- 
thing towards  the  expenses  of  a  former 
year. 

The  chairman  :  They  wHl  be  un- 
able to  appropriate  that  without  a  reduc- 
tion. It  is  against  the  law  to  appro- 
priate a  part  of  this  Vote  towards  an 
irregularity  in  a  former  year.  A  re- 
duction of  this  Vote  will  neither  increase 
nor  decrease  their  power. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR:  It  is 
precisely  because  it  appears  that  it  is  not 
out  of  their  power — it  is  so  stated  by  the 
Treasury  official,  and  it  is  so  stated  by 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General — 
and  it  is  because  I  am  anxious  to  enforce 
the  rule  which  you  have  laid  down  as 
the  law,  I  am  bringing  the  question  be- 
fore the  Committee. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  understood  the 
hon.  Member  to  complain  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  detecting  irregularity. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR:  The 
irregularily  has  been  detected,  and 
through  its  detection  the  general  system 
has  been  revealed. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  That  being  so, 
it  would  be  improper  to  appropriate  any 

The  Chairman 


part  of  this  Vote  to  cover  an  irregularity 
in  a  former  year,  which  must  come  be- 
fore the  House  by  way  of  a  Vote  in 
Excess.  It  would  be  irregular  to  dis- 
cuss the  matter  on  this  particular  Vote. 
Mr.  ARTHUR  0*CONNOR :  I  will 
endeavour  to  confine  myself  closely  to  the 
remarks  of  the  Public  Accounts  Commit- 
tee on  this  Vote.  The  Public  Accounts 
Committee  report  that  the  postpone- 
ment of  payments  that  have  become  due 
appears  to  be  a  common  expedient  in  all 
Departments,  and  that  it  is  defended  by 
the  Treasury  as  being  the  lesser  of  two 
irregularities.  The  Accounting  Officers 
of  the  War  Office  and  of  the  Admiralty 
state,  on  the  other  hand,  that  no  such 
practice  is  ever  adopted  in  their  respec- 
tive Departments,  and  they  object,  as  a 
matter  of  financiid  principle,  to  the  post- 
ponement of  payments  which  have  ac- 
crued, and  which  ought  in  the  ordinary 
course  to  be  paid. 

"  Your  CJommittee  concur  with  the  Comp- 
troller and  Auditor  General  in  the  view  that 
such  practice  withdraws  from  the  knowledge  of 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General  and  of 
Parliament  the  fact  of  expenditure  in  excess  of 
grant  having  been  incurred.'' 

In  this  case  part  of  the  excess  has 
been  paid,  and  the  postponement  of 
the  payment  of  the  residue  obtained. 
If  the  whole,  instead  of  part,  had 
been  postponed,  the  irregularity  would 
probably  never  have  been  discovered 
until  the  accounts  of  1885-6  were  under 
audit.  The  Committee  are  strongly  of 
opinion  that  if  the  practice  heretofore 
sanctioned  by  the  Treasury  was  allowed 
to  continue,  every  payment  postponed 
should  be  shown  on  the  face  of  the  Ap- 
propriation Account.  Now,  of  course, 
Mr.  Courtney,  after  your  decision  I  am 
precluded  from  going  over  that  portion 
of  the  ground  which  I  had  marked  out 
for  myself.  If  I  were  permitted  to  do 
so,  I  think  I  could  show  that  it  is  prac- 
tically impossible  for  the  Department  re- 
sponsible for  this  particular  Yote  to 
defray  the  arrears  of  liability  without 
infringing  upon  the  Yote  we  are  now 
asked  to  grant.  But  I  think  the 
noble  Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer (Lord  Eandolph  Churchill)  will 
recognize  the  importance,  the  far-reach- 
ing importance,  of  the  question  which  has 
here  been  raised,  and  I  think  that  every 
Member  of  this  Committee,  who  has  at 
all  interested  himself  in  the  administra- 
tion of  public  monies,  will  recognize  at 


261 


Supply — Civil 


{SEPTfiMBEB  13,  1886}         Service  £$timaU9.      262 


once  that  this  is  a  matter  which  ought  to 
be  dealt  with,  and  dealt  with  anthori- 
tatively  once  and  for  all,  because,  if  the 
allegation  of  the  Treasury  official 

The  chairman  :  I  must  interrupt 
the  hon.  Member  again  by  reminding 
him  that  the  question  before  the  Com- 
mittee is  the  voting  of  a  certain  sum  of 
money  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's  Household. 

Mr.  AETHUR  O'CONNOR :  I  will 
endeavour  to  put  myself  in  Order  as  far 
as  possible.  I  am  exceedingly  anxious 
to  keep  in  Order,  and  I  will,  therefore, 
move  the  reduction  of  this  Vote  by  the 
sum  of  £27,  on  the  ground  that  I  believe 
there  is  an  item  to  that  amount  involved 
in  the  sum  we  are  now  asked  to  vote 
which  does  not  belong  to  the  present 
financial  year,  and,  I  may  be  allowed  to 
add,  that  I  believe  that  if  the  whole  of 
the  Civil  Service  Estimates  were  inves- 
tigated closely,  it  would  be  found  that, 
in  a  very  large  number  of  cases,  there 
are  items  of  a  like  description  that 
would  be  equally  open  to  challenge. 
Li  this  particular  case  the  amount  in- 
volved is  small,  but,  small  as  it  is,  the 
principle  is  great.  The  illustration  of 
the  application  of  the  principle  may 
be  infinitesimal ;  but,  under  the  circum- 
stances, I  think  there  is  nothing  more 
to  be  done  than  to  move  the  reduction  of 
this  Vote  by  £27,  and  I  will  throw  my- 
self upon  the  Committee  so  far  as  to  ask 
them  to  express  their  sense  of  the  sys- 
tem which  has  been  adopted.  I  am  not 
in  a  position  to  go  into  those  details 
which  I  consider  necessary  to  vindicate 
the  position  I  take  up  ;  but  unless  there 
is  some  explanation  of  the  way  in 
which  this  £27  has  been  got  rid  of,  the 
way  in  which  this  money  has  been  fur- 
nished to  pay  the  liability  of  the  year 
before  last,  I  think  the  Committee  will 
see  there  is  very  good  ground  for  im- 
pressing upon  the  minds  of  ths  Trea- 
sary  officials  and  upon  the  Heads  of 
every  Department  in  the  Civil  Service, 
the  necessity  of  restricting  their  outlay 
to  the  Vote  which  Parliament  makes  for 
the  Service  of  the  financial  year.  I  beg 
to  move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  by 
£27. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  a  Bum,  not  exceeding  £2,489,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  coarse  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  Slst  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries  of 


the  Officers  and  Attendants  of  the  Household  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  other  Ex- 
penses.**—(Jfr.  Arthur  0^  Connor.) 

The  CH  ANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE. 
QUER  (Lord  Eandolph  Churchill) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  I  am  sorry,  in  one 
way,  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  been 
interrupted,  though,  of  course,  I  easily 
see  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
discussion  on  this  Vote  should  be  con- 
fined to  the  Vote  itself,  and  that  the 
Chairman's  ruling  is  indispensable.  It 
is  difficult  to  connect  the  point  which 
the  hon.  Member  has  raised  with  the 
Vote  before  the  Committee ;  but  I  think 
I  can  satisfy  him  so  far  as  to  induce  him 
not  to  press  his  Motion  to  a  division. 
I  understood  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
point  to  the  fact  that  the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor  General  and  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee  have  agreed  that  a 
certain  transaction  of  the  Civil  Service 
Departments  is  a  transaction  wrong  in 
principle  and  in  practice.  [Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor:  Of  the  whole  of  the  Ser- 
vices.] Just  so.  I  think,  in  all  pro- 
bability, the  hon.  Member  is  right,  and 
that  he  has  acted  properly  in  calling  at- 
tention to  the  matter.  My  own  opinion 
is  this — that  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor 
General  and  the  Public  Accounts  Com- 
mittee, acting  together,  ought  to  be  a 
superior  authority  to  the  Treasury,  and 
that,  if  they  distinctly  lay  down  a  rule 
as  to  the  expenditure  of  money,  it  is  the 
business  of  the  Treasury  to  acknowledge 
their  authority  as  superior  to  their  own. 
Therefore,  if  the  hon.  Member  will  be 
content  to  leave  the  matter  where  it 
stands  at  present,  I  will  undertake  that 
the  remarks  he  has  made  are  carefully 
considered,  and  that  an  endeavour  is 
made  to  bring  the  Treasury  practice  into 
accord  with  the  recommendations  of  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor  General  and 
the  Public  Accounts  Committee. 

Mr.  AETHUR  O'CONNOE :  I  am 
sure  the  Committee  will  feel  with  me 
that  the  reply  of  the  noble  Lord  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  emi- 
nently satisfactory,  and  that  I  may  ven- 
ture to  congratulate  him  upon  the  breadth 
of  view  with  which  he  always  looks  at 
matters  of  this  kind.  In  asking  leave 
to  withdraw  my  Motion  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Vote,  I  may  also  add  that  I 
value  the  statement  of  the  noble  Lord 
very  much  indeed.  He  has  committed 
himself,  with  the  high  authority  of  his 
Office,  to  the  statement  that  the  Comp- 
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troller  and  Auditor  (jj^eneral  and  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  are  together, 
when  they  agree,  an  authority,  if  not 
greater,  at  any  rate  as  great  as  that  of  the 
Treasury.  I  am  the  more  gratified,  be- 
cause, only  this  very  year,  when  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  reminded 
the  representative  of  one  of  the  great 
spending  Departments  that  the  repre- 
sentations of  the  Committee,  made  in  a 
previous  year,  had  not  been  carried  out, 
he  answered  us,  rather  jauntily,  that  he 
did  not  take  instructions  from  the  Public 
Accounts  Committee  or  the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor  General,  but  from  the  Trea- 
sury, and  that,  if  the  Treasury  do  not 
chooso  to  act  upon  the  representations 
of  the  Committee,  the  spending  Depart- 
ments pay  very  little  heed  to  them.  Con- 
sidering what  the  noble  Lord  has  said,  I 
am  extremely  gratified  with  the  result  of 
my  intervention. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) : 
I  desire  to  move  the  reduction  of  this 
Vote  by  the  sum  of  £1,563,  the  amount 
set-down  for  Queen's  Plates.  I  believe 
that  money  to  be  wasted.  I  voted  with 
hon.  Members  below  the  Gangway  in 
favour  of  the  Motion  to  disallow  £218 
for  the  Queen's  Plates  for  Scotland.  I 
hope  I  shall  now  receive  their  support. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

**  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £953,  be  granted 
to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum  necessary 
to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come  in  course 
of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on  the  3 1st 
day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries  of  the  Officers 
and  Attendants  of  the  Household  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  other  Expenses.*' — 
{Mr.  Thomas  Ruttell.) 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.):  I 
would  like  to  say  that  it  is  really  unfair 
to  make  this  Motion  with  regard  to  the 
Queen's  Plates  for  Ireland.  There  are 
Queen's  Plates  run  for  in  England  as 
well  as  in  Ireland,  and  the  value  of  those 
in  England  is  much  greater  than  those 
in  Ireland.  Unfortunately,  the  money 
given  in  England  is  given  out  of  the 
Queen's  Privy  Purse  ;  while  that  given 
in  Ireland  is  put  on  the  Estimates.  Men 
opposed  to  racing  always  attack  the  Irish 
Queen's  Plates,  while,  in  reality,  any  at- 
tack that  is  made  ought  to  be  made  on 
the  Plates  in  this  country.  I  quite  un- 
derstand the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Eussell)  has  not  made  this  Miction  out 

Mr,  Arthur  O^Conn^ 


of  any  hostility  to  the  Irish  Plates  in 
particular,  but  simply  because  he  objects 
to  Queen's  Plates  generally,  and  he  can- 
not attack  the  English  Plates.     I  put  it 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman,  whether  he  is 
acting  fairly  ?     Would  it  not  be  much 
fairer  that  he  should  ballot  for  a  place  on 
Tuesday  or  Friday  in  next  week,  to  pro- 
pose a  Resolution  to  the  effect  that  no 
money  should  be  given  for  Queen's  Plates 
in  England  ?  If  Queen's  Plates  are  good 
things  in  Ens^land,  they  are  equally  good 
in  Ireland.     Indeed,  in  Ireland  they  are 
particularly  wanted.     In  the  first  place, 
it  is  well  known  that  the  great  difficulty 
in  Ireland  is  to  get  proper  sires;  and 
we  know  also  that  racing  encourages  a 
good  class  of  horses.     If  you  take  away 
the  Queen's  Plates,  you  take  away  the 
only  incentive  to  keep  up  any  thorough- 
bred horses  in  Ireland.     Ireland  is  pecu- 
liarly well  suited  for  the  breeding  of 
horses,  though  Irish  racehorses  are  not 
as  good   as  the  English.      [An.   hon. 
Member  :  Yes ;  for  Queen's  Plates.]    If 
you  take  away  the  Queen's  Plates,  you 
strike  Ireland  in  the  most  vulnerable 
point  as  regards  racing.     The  soil  of 
Ireland  is  good  for  breeding ;  but  take 
away  this  money,  and  you  will  prac- 
tically destroy  the  very  few  racing  estab- 
lishments there  are  in  the  country ;  com- 
pared with  the  number  in  England  there 
are  very  few.     I  look  upon  this  sum, 
small  and  wretched  as  it  is,  as  really 
one  of  considerable  importance.     I  be- 
lieve the  Jockey  Club  will  not  allow  Irish 
horses  to  be  entered  for   the  English 
handicaps   until   they  have  run    three 
times  in  England ;  in  fact,  at  the  pre- 
sent time  Irish  horses  are  ^^  Boycotted  " 
in  England.     [**No,  no!"]    Let  any- 
one inquire,  and  he  will  find  that  withm 
the  last  six  or  12  months  a  rule  has  been 
passed  by  the  Jockey  Club  by  which 
Irish  horses  cannot  compete  for  certain 
races  until  they  have  run  a  given  num- 
ber of  times  in  England.     This  is  a  very 
small  sum  of  money,  and  I  hope  the  hon. 
Member  will  withdraw  his  Motion,  and 
thus  refrain  from  doing  anything  to  de- 
stroy the  incentive  to  breed  good  horses 
in  Ireland.     If  he  objects  to  racing,  let 
him  bring  up  a  Motion  condemnatory  of 
the  system  as  applied  to  England,  Ire- 
land, and  Scotland  generally. 

Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy,  &c.) :  It  is  really  very  sad  to  find 
some  Irish  Members  who  are  always  so 
ready  to  appeal  to  us  with  regard  to  Irish 
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(prieyances,  and  who,  while  attacking 
Caglish  and  Scotch  abuses,  are  still 
ready  to  defend  some  Irish  abuses.  It 
seems  to  me  that  this  is  one  of  the  worst 
of  Irish  abuses.  I  do  hope  that  in  the 
interest  of  the  people  of  Ireland  we 
shall  deprive  them  of  these  temptations 
to  gamble.  I  believe  that  some  day  or 
other  the  Irish  people  will  have  self- 
eovemment,  and  thus  be  able  to  regu- 
&te  these  matters  for  themselves  ;  but, 
in  the  meantime,  I  shall  support  the 
Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  T. 
W.  Hussell). 

Mr.  LABOUCHEEE  (Northampton) : 
I  voted  just  now  against  Queen's  Plates 
in  Scotland,  and,  if  I  remember  rightly, 
pointed  out  that  what  is  fair  for  the 
Scotchman  ought  to  be  fair  for  the  Irish- 
man. If  we  are  not  to  have  Queen's  Plates 
in  Scotland  we  surely  ought  not  to  have 
them  in  Ireland.  My  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  the  Member  for  North  Galway 
(Colonel  Nolan)  said  that  the  breeding 
of  good  horses  depended  upon  Queen's 
Plates.  I  am  not  myself  a  racing  man, 
but  I  do  know  something  about  horses 
in  general.  I  know  perfectly  well  that 
the  more  racehorses  you  have  the  worse 
horses  you  have.  Eacehorses  can  run 
very  quickly  with  a  very  light  weight 
on  their  backs,  but  they  are  a  weedy  set 
of  animals.  If  you  want  to  encourage 
the  breed  of  horses  you  ought  to  send 
some  good  stallions  about  the  country — 
good  sound  roadsters  and  such  like 
horses.  It  is  absurd  to  think  that  this 
£1,563,  given  in  15  Queen's  Plates,  will 
bene6t  the  breed  of  horses  in  Ireland. 
If  Irishmen  want  to  have  races,  let  them 
get  them  up  themselves.  I  want  them 
to  legislate  for  themselves  in  everything, 
horse-races  included.  Let  them  have 
gala  meetings  if  they  like.  They  can 
easily  get  up  races ;  they  have  simply 
to  charge  something  for  entrance,  and 
give  good  prizes.  I  hope  they  will  have 
the  courage  to  support  a  true  economic 

Erinciple,  even  when  applicable  to  Ire- 
md,  and  that  they  will  join  with  the 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell)  in 
protesting  against  Queen's  Plates,  just 
as  Scotchmen  themselves  joined  with  the 
Irish  in  voting  against  Queen's  Plates  in 
Scotland. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes  36  ; 
Noes  178:  Majority  142. — (Div.  List, 
No.  27.) 


Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  TUITE  (Westmeath,  N.) :  I  rise 
to  move  a  reduction  of  the  Vote  by  the 
sum  of  £3,469.  My  reason  for  doing 
so  is  the  very  unsatisfactory  reply  which 
I  received  this  evening  in  connection 
with  the  Barbavilla  conspiracy.  In  that 
case  there  are  persons  suffering  penal 
servitude  for  a  crime  of  which  I  believe, 
and  the  people  of  my  country  believe, 
they  are  innocent.  They  were  convicted 
of  an  alleged  conspiracy  to  murder,  and 
I  maintain  that  the  real  conspiracy  is 
among  the  Crown  officials  who  concocted 
that  charge.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  on  April  2,  1882,  a  murder  was 
committed  in  the  county  of  "Westmeath, 
the  intended  victim  of  which  was  a  Mr. 
Smyth.  The  assassin  missed  his  aim, 
and  a  lady  was  unfortunately  killed. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  It  would  be  more 
in  Order  if  this  discussion  were  raised 
on  the  next  Vote,  which  relates  to  the 
Department  of  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast, W.,  and  SHgo, 
S.) :  May  I  ask  you.  Sir,  if  your  ruling 
applies  to  the  question  of  the  Proclama- 
tion of  Arms  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant? 

The  CHAIRMAN:  That  will  also 
properly  be  discussed  on  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary's Vote. 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  I  rise 
to  move  the  reduction  of  this  Vote  by 
the  sum  of  £789  for  the  salaries  to 
the  Chaplain  and  others  in  the  chapel  of 
Dublin  Castle.  The  Chaplain  for  the 
Castle  receives  the  sum  of  £184  12*.  8</., 
and  also  an  allowance  of  £150  for  a 
furnished  house.  I  understand  that  it 
is  a  distinct  mistake  to  have  any  chaplain 
set  apart  for  the  private  use  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.  Last  year,  this  Chaplain 
was  of  no  use  whatever,  because  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  happens  to  have  been 
a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Of  course,  I  do  not  know  of  what  per- 
suasion the  present  Viceroy  is  ;  but  the 
late  Viceroy  was  certainly  Presbyterian, 
and  the  consequence  is  that  this  item  of 
wastful  expenditure  was  of  no  use,  ex- 
cept for  keeping  up  a  small  fashionable 
church  in  one  of  the  back  parts  of  the 
City  of  Dublin.  At  the  present  day  we 
are  always  trying  to  get  rid  of  intoler- 
ance, no  matter  in  what  shape  or  form 
it  may  present  itself.  In  Ireland,  we 
have  done  away  with  the  Established 
Church  because  it  was  unsuitable.  This 


267 


Supply —  Civil 


{OOMMONS} 


Service  EitimaUi, 


268 


Cbapel  Bojal  appears  to  be  one  of  the 
lineal  successors  of  a  state  of  affairs 
which  we  have  abolished ;  and  I  think 
hon.  Members  will  agree  with  me  that 
it  is  altogether  superfluous,  and  that  it 
would  be  a  great  deal  better  that  we 
should  do  away  with  it.  I  hope  that  in 
Ireland  we  may  soon  have  a  Catholic 
Lord  Lieutenant ;  and  when  that  comes 
about  these  matters  will  be  placed  on  a 
footing  more  in  conformity  with  the 
susceptibilities  of  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  who  have  been  so 
badly  treated  in  the  past.  I  hope  this 
House,  even  in  its  present  mood,  will 
see  that  this  item  of  expenditure  is  cer- 
tainly an  unjust  one — not  only  unjust, 
but  stupid,  and  I  hope  it  will  disappear 
from  the  Estimates. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,727,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  forUie  Salaries  of 
the  Officers  and  Attendants  of  the  Household 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  other 
Expenses." — {Dr.  Tanner.) 

The  chief  SECEETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
(Bristol,  W.) :  I  do  not  quite  understand 
if  the  hon.  Gentleman  objects  to  the 
amount  paid  to  the  Chaplain,  or  whe- 
ther he  desires  to  abolish  the  office  of 
Chaplain  altogether  ?  [Dr.  Tanner  : 
Yes,  Sir.]  Yes,  says  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber; but  that  really  depends  on  the 
Office  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  If  the 
Office  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  is  to  be 
maintained,  and  I  understand  the  hon. 
Member  and  those  who  sit  near  him 
wish  that  it  should  be  maintained,  it 
must  be  maintained  in  the  state  and 
dignity  appertaining  to  it ;  and  part  of 
that  dignity  is  the  religious  establish- 
ment which  is  attached  to  the  repre- 
sentation of  Royalty.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber suggests  that  some  day  there  may 
be  a  Catholic  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  says 
that  the  late  Lord  Lieutenant  was  a 
Presbyterian.  Whether  it  would  be 
permitted  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
should  be  a  Catholic,  is  a  matter  for 
future  consideration ;  but,  at  present, 
they  are  Protestants,  and,  being  so,  they 
are  provided  with  the  religious  estab- 
lishment which  appertains  to  the  Office, 
which,  in  the  present  case,  I  hope  the 
Committee  will  not  be  unwilling  to  grant. 

Dr.Tminer 


Mr.  M.J.  KENNY  (Tyrone.  Mid):  I 
do  not  think  that  my  hon.  Friend  ob- 
jects to  the  form  of  religion  which  Lord 
Aberdeen  professed.  I  think  arrange- 
ments might  be  made  by  which  the 
Chaplain  might  be  brought  into  con- 
formity with  the  religion  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  for  the  time  being.  Every- 
one knows  that  if  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
were  to  be  a  Catholic,  there  would  be 
no  objection  to  it  from  any  quarter.  I 
think,  in  these  cases,  we  should  come  to 
some  understanding  by  which  a  Catho- 
lic or  a  Presbyterian  Lord  Lieutenant 
would  be  provided  out  of  the  public 
funds  with  a  chaplain  of  his  own  re- 
ligion, and  if  this  were  done,  I  think 
that,  in  future,  this  Vote  would  not  be 
challenged.  In  the  absence  of  an  assur- 
ance to  that  effect,  I  think  my  hon. 
Friend  is  quite  right  in  challenging  this 
portion  of  the  Estimate,  and  I  shall 
support  him  if  he  divides  the  Com- 
mittee on  his  Motion  for  its  reduction. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) : 
The  late  Lord  Lieutenant  attended  more 
than  once  the  Presbyterian  church  in 
Rutland  Square  and  in  Rathgar ;  but  it 
is  an  error  to  suppose  that  he  did  not 
attend  service  in  the  Cbapel  Royal. 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  The 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  spoken 
has  had  the  singular  advantage  of  at- 
tending both  places  of  worship,  and  I 
could  expect  nothing  else  from  the  hon. 
Gentleman.  But  I  cannot  at  all  agree 
with  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  that  the 
bringing  forward  of  this  Motion  to  re- 
duce the  Vote  is  striking  a  blow  at  the 
Lord  Lieutenant.  We  understand  that 
nothing  would  tend  to  make  the  position 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  more  secure  than 
the  doing  away  with  these  absurdities. 
This  rev.  gentlemen,  like  the  Yicar  of 
Bray,  will  be  Chaplain  at  the  Castle 
whatever  King  may  reign.  I  am  rather 
astonished  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
should  make  the  suggestion  that  a  man 
of  this  sort  would  be  any  ornament  to 
the  position  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  Oa 
the  contrary,  I  think  that,  having  regard 
to  the  circumstances,  it  is  a  piece  of 
decorative  absurdity,  and  that  if  it  were 
done  away  with  it  would  be  a  great  deal 
better  for  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  the 
country. 

Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY  (Newcastle-on- 
Tyne):  Whether  or  not  the  officeof  Chap- 
lain at  the  Castle  of  Dublin  is  futile,  I  will 
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not  discuss ;  but  as  far  as  the  late  Lord 
Lieutenant  is  concerned,  he,  on  a  pre- 
vious occasion,  when  the  same  point  was 
raised,  desired  me  to  say  that  he  found 
considerable  edification  from  the  minis- 
trations of  the  Chaplain.  And,  that  being 
BO,  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway 
may  think  that  there  is  no  sort  of  moral 
to  be  drawn  from  the  fact  of  Lord  Aber- 
deen having  attended  a  Presbyterian 
place  of  worship.  I  think  Lord  Aberdeen 
would  desire  that  no  interference  should 
take  place  with  this  office.  I  say  all 
that  without  prejudice  to  my  own  views. 

Mb.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.) :  I  do  not 
object,  Sir,  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  having  a  chaplain ;  but  I  do  not 
see  why  the  Chapel  Eoyal  is  a  necessity 
in  a  city  which  contains  Christchurch 
Cathedral  and  St.  Patrick's  Cathedral. 
I  think  that  Christchurch  would  be  as 
convenient  a  place  as  the  Chapel  Hoyal 
for  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  worship  in. 
I  remember  being  at  Christchurch, 
Dublin,  when  the  Prince  of  Wales  was 
there  ;  and  I  think  that  there  would  be 
nothing  derogatory  to  'the  state  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  if  he  were  to  attend 
there.  In  my  opinion,  the  Ch^el  Royal 
is  unnecessary  as  a  place  of  worship, 
and  that  the  two  Cathedrals  offer  quite 
enough  facilities  for  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
in  that  respect.  If  the  Household  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  wish  to  attend  prayers 
on  week  days— and  I  much  question 
whether  they  do — they  may  be  theoreti- 
cally held  to  go  to  the  Chapel  Royal  ; 
but  I  think  very  few  of  the  Household 
find  their  way  there.  There  are  many 
other  places  of  worship  which  they  can 
attend,  and,  therefore,  for  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's  Household  I  think  the 
Chapel  Royal  is  wholly  unnecessary. 

Mb.  W.  ABRAHAM  (Limerick,  W.): 
I  desire  to  raise  my  voice  against  this 
charge.  If  it  were  necessary  to  put  for- 
ward the  claim  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
should  have  a  chaplain,  and  that  he 
should  be  of  the  form  of  religion  which 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  professed,  I  could 
understand  that  the  Committee  should 
be  willing  to  vote  a  sum  of  money  for 
the  purpose.  But  when  we  consider  the 
changes  which  the  Office  of  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant is  likely  to  undergo,  and  the 
possibility  of  our  having  a  Catholic, 
and,  I  trust,  an  independent  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, it  is  most  undesirable  that  we 
should  have  permanently  in  Dublin 
Castle    a   chaplain    belonging    to   the 


Church  which  has  been  disestablished 
in  Ireland.  Therefore,  without  wishing 
to  do  anything  to  lower  the  state  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  I  feel  bound  to  object 
to  this  expenditure  for  a  useless  purpose. 
Mb.  MAHONY  (Meath,  N.):  I  think, 
if  the  Lord  Lieutenant  requires  a  chap- 
lain, an  allowance  should  be  made  so 
that  he  may  obtain  one  to  suit  his  own 
views.  I  do  not  see  that  the  Church  will 
gain  any  advantage  by  being  placed 
in  a  false  position  in  this  respect.  The 
office  seems  to  me  to  be  clearly  a  relic  of 
the  old  state  of  ascendancy,  and,  there- 
fore, I  shall  vote  against  the  charge  if 
the  hon.  Member  goes  to  a  division.  I 
see  with  great  regret  that  the  Episco- 
palian Church  in  Ireland  is  fast  degene- 
rating into  a  mere  political  sect. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  55; 
Noes  179:  Majority  124.— (Div.  List, 
No.  28.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) : 
Earlier  in  the  evening  I  supported  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Northampton  (Mr.  Labouchere) 
to  strike  out  of  the  Estimates  a  sum  on 
account  of  the  Lyon  King-of-Arms,  and 
I  stated  then  I  did  so  because  I  object 
to  the  retention  of  such  offices,  and 
that  I  should  be  quite  prepared  to  move 
at  the  proper  time  a  similar  reduction  in 
the  Estimates  for  Ireland.  I  now  beg 
to  move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  for 
the  Lord  Lieutenant's  Household  by  the 
sum  of  £1,089,  the  amount  of  the  salary 
of  the  Ulster  King-of-Arms,  and  the 
salaries  and  allowances  for  clerks,  mes- 
sengers, and  others  connected  with  the 
office.  We  have  heard  to-night  about  me- 
diaeval mummeries  ;  but  surely  this  is  as 
good  a  specimen  of  mediaeval  mummery 
as  is  to  be  found  in  the  civilized  world. 
What  on  earth  the  use  of  the  Ulster 
King-of-Arms  is  I  cannot  imagine,  ex- 
cept, as  the  hon.  Member  for  North- 
ampton (Mr.  Labouchere)  has  said,  to 
present  coats  of  arms  and  mottoes  to 
persons  who  have  not  got  them.  I  do 
not  want  to  discuss  this  question  at  any 
length,  especially  as  other  subjects  of 
importance  are  waiting  to  be  introduced ; 
but  I  cannot  help  saying  that  if  the 
present  Ulster  Kin g-of- Arms  were  not 
an  extremely  inoffensive  and  harmless 
gentleman,  the  probability  is  that  this 
office  would  long  since  have  been  abo- 
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lished  by  the  force  of  the  Irish  Party  in 
Parliament.  I  think  an  effort  should 
now  be  made  to  effect  a  reform  in  this 
Department  of  the  Household  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  by  the  total  abolition 
of  the  absurd  office  of  the  Ulster  King- 
of-Arms.  I  beg  to  move  the  reduction 
of  the  Vote  by  the  sum  of  £1,089. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

'^  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £1,427,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries 
of  the  Officers  and  Attendants  of  the  Household 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  other 
Expenses." — (Jfr.  Clancy.) 

Mr.  CEILLY(Mayo,  N.):  I  do  not 
wish  to  take  part  in  the  division  with- 
out knowing  what  I  am  voting  for  or 
against,  as  the  case  may  be.  Perhaps 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland  will  inform  us  what 
the  duties  of  the  Ulster  King-of-Arms 
are,  and  also  what  the  Athlon e  Pur- 
Buivant-of-Arms  is  supposed  to  do  ? 

Mb.  O'HEA  (Donegal,  W.):  There 
is  a  good  deal  of  curiosity,  and  no 
wonder,  as  to  the  functions  appertain- 
ing to  the  office  of  the  Ulster  King-of- 
Arms.  If  the  Ulster  King-of-Arms  is 
the  custodian  of  Irish  pedigrees,  he  has 
not  shown  himself  courteous  in  all  his 
dealings  with  the  public.  I  may  men- 
tion the  instance  of  a  clergyman  who 
was  presented  by  his  parishioners  with 
a  new  card.  He  was  anxious  to  obtain 
some  explanation  of  the  armorial  bear- 
ings on  the  card,  and  he  wrote  to  Sir 
Bernard  Burke  requesting  him  to  supply 
him  with  an  explanation.  A  week  passed 
and  the  rev.  gentleman  received  no  re- 
ply. He  wrote  a  second  letter,  and  on 
this  occasion  enclosed  a  stamped  enve- 
lope addressed  to  himself  for  the  reply. 
He  did  not  receive  an  answer  to  his 
second  request.  This  is  one  of  those 
ornamental  offices,  the  expenditure  on 
which  is  considerable,  but  the  utility  of 
which  is  only  fanciful.  The  Ulster  King- 
of-Arms  may  be  a  very  ornamental  per- 
sonage, but  he  is  not  a  useful  func- 
tionary. I  cei-tainly  shall  vote  with  my 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Clancy). 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
It  would  be  well  if  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
would  explain  to  us  what  particular 
functions  are  discharged  by  the  Ulster 
KiDg-of-Arms.  I  believe  there  are  eer- 
ier. Clancy 


tain  persons  in  Ireland — baronets  and 
lords — ^to  whom  this  functionary  is  of 
some  service ;  but,  as  far  as  the  general 
population  is  concerned,  Sir  Bernard 
Burke  is  of  no  assistance.  I  am  not 
surprised  that  the  rev.  gentleman  my 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  0*Hea)  alluded  to 
failed  altogether  in  his  object,  because, 
although  he  sent  a  stamped  envelope 
for  the  reply,  he  did  not  enclose  the 
necessary  fee.  I  suppose  that  for  a  fee 
Sir  Bernard  Burke  will  give  anybody  a 
pedigree  dating  from  the  Norman  Con- 
quest. But  we  have  a  gentleman  in 
Ireland — Mr.  0*Hart — who  engages  to 
supply  anyone  with  a  pedigree  from  the 
time  of  Brian  Boru.  Anyhow,  we  do 
not  know  what  Sir  Bernard  Burke  does 
except  to  give  pedigrees  to  distinguished 
people.  Now,  in  Holland  and  other 
Cqntinental  countries,  there  are  in  every 
parish  Marriage  Eegistrars  who  profess 
to  give  the  pedigree  of  people  for  at 
least  500  years.  There  are  no  such 
officials  in  Ireland.  If  there  is  anything 
to  be  done  in  the  nature  of  the  King-of- 
Arms  business,  it  ought  to  be  carried  on 
on  popular  principles,  so  that  those  who 
may  desire  to  have  an  account  of  their 
antecedents  can  obtain  one.  With  re- 
gard to  the  inheritance  to  property,  it  is 
very  desirable  that  some  establie^ment 
should  exist  in  the  country  by  which  the 
pedigrees  of  families  may  be  traced.  In 
Ireland  we  have  practically  nothing  of 
the  kind.  Up  to  within  the  last  50 
years,  in  fact,  more  recently  than  that, 
there  has  been  nothing  in  Ireland  of  the 
nature  of  a  regular  registry  of  mar- 
riages, and  the  result  is  there  are  fre- 
quent disputes  with  reference  to  succes- 
sion to  property.  I  trust  that  we  may 
receive  some  explanation  from  the  Chief 
Secretary  with  respect  to  the  duties  Sir 
Bernard  Burke  performs. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Bbach) 
(Bristol,  W.) :  I  did  not  anticipate  from 
what  I  have  known  of  Sir  Bernard 
Burke,  and  heard  of  him  since  I  was 
first  connected  with  Ireland,  that  any 
hon.  Member  would  have  objected  to 
this  office  on  the  ground  of  unpopularity 
or  misconduct  on  the  part  of  Sir  Bernard 
Burke.  He  is  not  only  a  gentleman  who 
is  universally  respected  and  liked,  bat 
he  thoroughly  understands  the  peculiar 
duties  which  attach  to  this  office.  I 
must  candidly  confess  I  am  unable  to 
explain  what  the  duties  are;  but  the 
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office  is  a  very  ancient  estate  and  dig- 
nity.    It  is  more  than   300  years  old. 
Of  course,  it  has  charge  of  matters  con- 
nected with  the  history  of  Ireland,  and 
the   history  of  individual    families   in 
Ireland,   and  although  hon.   Members 
may  not  attach  as  much  importance  to 
these  things  as  was  formerly  attached 
to  them,  I  do  not  think  the  office  should 
be  abolished,  especially  when   similar 
offices  are  maintained  in  England  and 
Scotland.     Now,  I  may  state  that,  as  far 
as  I  can  gather,  this  office  is  of  no  real 
cost  to  the  State  at  all.     When  Sir  Ber- 
nard Burke  was  appointed  to  the  office 
he   was  paid  entirely  by  fees.     Hon. 
Members  will  see  what  his  emoluments 
from  the  office  are.     In  a  period  of  five 
and  a  quarter  years  after  the  commuta- 
tion of  the  fees  no  less  than  £6,000  was 
paid  to  the  Treasury  in  fees ;  therefore, 
I  think  it  will  be  clear  that  as  the  Trea- 
sury now  receives  the  fees,  and  Sir  Ber- 
nard Burke  only  a  salary,  the  country 
is  the  gainer  and  not  the  loser  by  the 
bargain.    This,  however,  is  one  of  those 
offices  which,  when  it  falls  vacant,  will 
have  to  be  considered.    It  is  clearly  un- 
derstood with  regard  to  this  and  several 
offices  of  the  same  kind  that,  in  the 
event  of  a  vacancy  occurring,  it  will  not 
be  filled  up  without  full  consideration 
of  the  duties  of  the  office  and  the  pay 
which   should   be  given  to  any  person 
who  may  be  appointed  as  the  successor 
of  Sir  Bernard  Burke.     I  am  afraid  I 
can   say   no  more  than  this  upon  the 
subject ;  but  I  hope  what  I  have  said 
will  show  that  the  office  is  one  of  an- 
tiquity, and  that  it  does  not  involve  any 
cost  to  the  State.     It  is  part,  no  doubt, 
of  the  appanage  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant's 
Office,  and  as  such  I  think  that  for  the 
present,   at   any  rate,   it  ought  to  be 
maintain  ed. 

Mb.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  I 
believe  I  stated,  Mr.  Courtney,  that  I 
made  no  attack  upon  Sir  Bernard  Burke. 
I  said,  on  the  contrary,  that  he  was  a 
harmless  and  inofi'ensive  gentleman,  and 
that  if  he  had  not  been  of  that  character 
the  office  would  probably  have  been 
abolished  long  ago,  or,  at  least,  an  at- 
tempt would  have  been  made  to  abolish 
it.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  now  says  the  office 
is  300  years  old.  It  has  existed  300 
years  too  long.  This  is  the  first  time  I 
have  heard  an  abuse  defended  in  this 
House  on  account  of  its  antiquity.    I 


object  to  the  absurdity  of  the  office,  and 
I  do  not  think  its  absurdity  is  diminished 
in  the  least  by  the  fact  that  Sir  Bernard 
Burke  collects  a  certain  amount  every 
year  in  fees.  We  find  the  Ulster  King-of- 
Arms,  who  discharges  duties  which  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  is  not  able 
to  describe,  is  paid  £750  ayear;  the 
Athlone  Pursuivant-of-Arms,  who  has 
to  discharge  duties  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  attempted  to  de- 
scribe, is  paid  £20  in  lieu  of  official 
fees ;  the  allowance  to  a  clerk  in  the 
Office  of  Arms  as  official  reporter  during 
the  Castle  season,  whatever  that  may  be, 
is  £30 ;  the  allowance  for  the  clothing 
of  one  kettle* drummer  is  £12  6s.,  though 
in  another  place  it  is  said  to  be  £13. 
The  only  persons  who,  in  my  opinion, 
deserve  to  be  paid  are  the  office  cleaner, 
and  he  or  she  receives  £30  a-year,  and 
the  porter  or  messenger,  who  gets  £76. 
I  should  like  to  allow  these  officials  their 
salaries ;  but,  of  course,  if  we  abolish 
the  office  we  shall  not  want  an  office 
cleaner  or  messenger. 

Me.  O'HEA  (Donegal,  W.) :  I,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  others,  imagined  when 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  rose  that  he 
would  give  us  some  information  as  to 
the  functions  of  the  Ulster  King-of- 
Arms ;  but  beyond  informing  the  Com- 
mittee that  it  was  an  office  dating  back 
300  years,  and  that  its  antiquity  is  a  re- 
commendation for  its  maintenance  and 
continuance,  he  has  said  nothing  to  in- 
duce any  hon.  Members  on  this  side  of 
the  House  to  alter  the  intention  they 
had  formed  of  voting  against  the  items 
in  the  Estimates  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  the  office.  Now,  Sir,  I  think  that 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
confirmed  us  in  the  opinion  we  had 
formed  of  this  office — ^namely,  that  it  is 
one  of  those  fossil  remains  that  perhaps 
sprung  from  the  feudalism  which  was 
in  its  expiring  state  some  300  years  ago. 
I  do  not  think  antiquity  could  be  put 
forward  as  the  reason  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  any  office  in  this  country.  I 
agree  with  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  North  Dublin  (Mr.  Clancy)  that  a 
hardship  may  be  inflicted  upon  a  couple 
of  very  deserving  and,  no  doubt,  very 
meritorious  individuals  by  the  abolition 
of  this  office ;  but  perhaps  there  are 
other  ways  in  which  the  services  of  these 
people  may  be  brought  into  requisition. 
The  Government  have  eiven  no  satis- 
factory explanation,  and,  therefore,  I 
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trust  the  good  sense  of  hon.  Members 
will  prompt  them  to  take  the  step  ne- 
cessary for  the  abolition  of  the  office. 

Mr.  BIGGAR  (Cavan,  W.) :  This  is 
one  of  the  Votes  upon  which  there  is  a 
discussion  every  year,  and  I  appeal  to 
the  Government  whether  it  would  not  be 
better  to  give  Sir  Bernard  Burke  a  lump 
sum  and  abolish  the  office  at  once  ?  It 
is  all  very  well  for  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  say — **  We  will  take  it  into  considera- 
tion when  Sir  Bernard  Burke  drops  oflF." 
There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  some- 
one will  exist  then  to  whom  it  will  be 
considered  desirable  by  the  Government 
of  the  day  to  give  outdoor  relief.  This 
is  the  way  in  which  the  money  of  the 
British  taxpayer  is  squandered  in  very 
considerable  sums  amongst  a  very  con- 
siderable number  of  people.  Why  not 
treat  this  office  like  that  of  the  Chaplain 
to  the  Castle  of  Dublin,  in  relation  to 
which  there  is  this  foot-note — 

**  This  allowance  is  personal  to  the  present 
Chaplain,  and  will  not  be  continued  to  his  suc- 
cessor ?  " 

If,  to-night,  we  put  in  the  Votes  that  the 
office  of  Ulster  King-of-Arms  will  not 
be  filled  up  when  Sir  Bernard  Burke 
ceases  to  hold  it,  there  might  be  some 
reason  for  future  Committees  of  Supply 
to  pass  the  Vote  over  rather  lightly ;  but 
as  long  as  there  is  a  risk  that  this  office 
will  be  filled  up  again,  it  is  perfectly 
certain  that  successive  Committees  will 
give  the  Vote  their  attention,  and  the 
Minister  of  the  day  the  trouble  of  get- 
ting up  to  defend  something  which  he 
knows  to  be  perfectly  indefensible.  I 
think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  should  go  so  far  as  to 
say  that  the  Department  will  undertake 
that  when  Sir  Bernard  Burke  ceases  to 
hold  this  office  it  shall  not  be  filled  up. 
This  gentleman  seems  to  be  very  liberally 
paid,  because,  besides  the  £750  he  gets 
as  Ulster  King-of-Arms,  he  is  paid  £500 
as  the  Keeper  of  State  Papers  in  the 
Irish  Record  Office.  Taking  everything 
into  account  he  has  a  very  comfortable 
competency  for  a  gentleman  who  seems 
to  be  very  inoffensive,  not  to  have  much 
intelligence,  but  who  is  really  a  bur- 
lesque upon  public  officials. 
-  De.  tanner  (Cork  Co,  Mid.): 
There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  feeling 
of  animosity  amongst  hon.  Gentlemen 
sitting  on  these  Benches  against  Sir 
Bernard  Burke.  On  the  contrary,  every- 
body appears  to   coincide  in  the  view 

Mr,  O'Hea 


that  Sir  Bernard  Burke  is  an  extremely 
inoffensive  gentleman.  We  have  also 
heard,  in  the  course  of  this  really  in- 
teresting debate,  that  ano^er  gentle- 
man, a  Mr.  O'Hart,  who  has  a  love  for 
genealogical  research,  and  is  good  at 
supplying  pedigrees  of  distinguished 
people,  would  be  much  more  suitable 
for  this  post  than  Sir  Bernard  Burke. 
Mr.  O'Hart,  we  are  told«  has  looked  up 
the  genealogy  of  Her  Majesty,  and  dis- 
covered that  she  is  descended  from 
Moses — 

The  chairman  :  I  must  ask  the 
hon.  Gentleman  to  address  himself 
seriously  to  the  Vote  before  the  Com- 
mittee. 

De.  TANNER:  Mr.  Courtney,  the 
reason  why  I  called  attention  to  Mr. 
O'Hart  is  that  he  has  published  a 
volume  dealing  with  this  very  question 
of  genealogy,  which  Sir  Bemara  Burke 
has  never  done.  If  you  want  to  have  a 
really  good  man  in  the  absurd  position 
of  Ulster  King-of-Arms,  why  not  have 
the  best  man  you  can  possibly  get?  If  this 
country  is  called  upon  to  pay  the  sum  of 
£750  in  order  that  Privy  Councillors 
and  others  may  get  their  pedigrees 
drawn  up,  it  would  be  better  to  get  the 
most  capable  man  to  do  the  job.  For 
that  very  reason  I  have  to  advocate  the 
cause  of  Mr.  O'Hart  against  that  of  Sir 
Bernard  Burke;  if  the  post  is  to  be' kept 
up,  it  ought  to  be  filled  by  the  best 
man.  There  is  another  curious  func- 
tionary provided  for  in  this  Vote — namely, 
the  Athlone  Pursuivant-of-Arms.  One 
of  my  hon.  Friends  has  asked  what  this 
office  is.  This  may  be  an  office  in  the 
Militia  for  aught  we  know.  What  is 
the  position  that  this  gentleman  holds  ? 
There  is  also  a  very  singular  fact  in  con- 
nection  with  this  account.  The  Ath- 
lone Pursuivant-of-Arms  gets  £20  in 
lieu  of  official  fees.  It  does  seem  to 
me  to  be  absurd  that  this  Athlone 
Pursuivant-of-Arms,  whoever  he  may 
happen  to  be,  should  be  kept  in  office  if 
there  are  no  fees  ;  if  the  office  is  a  sine- 
cure, it  ought  to  be  done  away  with. 
If  the  services  of  the  Athlone  Pursui- 
vant-of-Arms are  required  by  no  one, 
and  if,  in  lieu  of  employment,  he  has  to 
be  paid  £20  a  year,  it  is  a  palpable  ab- 
surdity to  keep  up  the  office.  There  are 
many  items  of  this  character  in  the 
Estimates—in  the  English  and  Scotch 
Estimates—but  siirely  it  does  not  at  all 
follow  that  because  you  happen  to  hattt 
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absurdities  in  one  section  of  the  Esti- 
mates, you  should  try  to  perpetuate 
them  in  another.  Sir  Bernard  Burke 
has  given  great  satisfaction  on  many 
occasions.  I  do  not  like  to  speak  at  too 
g^reat  length,  but  there  are  two  or  three 
facts  in  connection  with  Sir  Bernard 
Burke  I  should  like  to  mention.  He 
was  the  man  who  originated  the  cele- 
brated Dublin  botanical 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Thehon.  Gentle- 
man must  be  aware  that  his  remarks  are 
not  pertinent  to  the  Vote  before  the 
Committee.  It'  he  persists  in  irrele- 
Taney,  I  must  call  upon  him  to  resume 

aim    flA&.t 

Db.  tanner  :  I  had  no  intention  of 
overstepping  the  limits  of  Order ;  on  the 
contrary,  I  was  only  trying  to  illustrate 
what  I  was  sayiDg.  My  desire  always 
is  to  keep  in  Order,  and  I  now  bow  to 
your  ruling,  Mr.  Courtney.  I  sincerely 
hope  that  those  items  will  be  erased 
from  the  Estimates.  I  will  not  detain 
the  Committee  longer. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOR  (Tipperary,  8.) : 
II  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Clancy)  goes  to 
a  division,  |I  shall  follow  him  into  the 
Lobby  with  very  great  pleasure  indeed  ; 
but  only  through  a  sense  of  etprit  de 
corps  shall  I  do  so.  I  sincerely  hope 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  prevail  on  my 
hon.  Friend  to  withdraw  his  opposition 
to  this  Vote.  This  Ulster  King-of- 
Arms  is,  to  my  mind,  a  relic  of  old 
decency  in  Ireland.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land took  great  pains  to  show  that  he 
was  quite  unacquainted  with  the  duties 
of  this  office,  which  has  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  so  long ;  in 
fact,  it  appears  to  me  the  Ulster  King- 
of-Arms  has  nothing  else  to  do  but 
draw  his  salary,  and  that  he  does  that 
with  the  greatest  possible  precision.  At 
the  same  time,  I  do  not  think  the  Irish 
people  are  sufficiently  democratic  yet  to 
abandon  all  the  pride,  pomp,  and  circum- 
stance of  glorious  war  in  which  they 
were  once  accustomed  to  indulge.  Now, 
the  Ulster  King- of-Arms  is  a  very  mar- 
tial term,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  the 
Irish  people  will  stick  to  their  martial 
terms  as  long  as  they  possibly  can.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary also  said  that  this  office  is  one  of 
the  appanages  of  the  Household  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant.  If  we  are  to  play  at 
Boyalty  in  Ireland,  let  us  stick  to  all 
the  appanages.  I  should  be  very  sorry 


to  abolish  the  Ulster  King-of-Arms 
if  he  adds  iclat  to  the  many  parties 
we  have  at  Dublin  Castle  from 
time  to  time.  I  have  no  doubt  he 
impresses  with  very  great  solenmity 
the  minds  of  the  gay  and  festive 
young  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  as- 
semble at  the  Viceregal  Lodge  from 
time  to  time.  Now,  Mr.  Courtney,  I 
would  not  like  to  see  such  offices  abo- 
lished, so  long  as  we  are  to  have  a  Lord 
Lieutenant  at  all.  I  believe  it  is  con- 
templated by  both  sides  of  this  House 
to  dispense  with  the  position  of  Viceroy 
of  Ireland,  if  possible,  in  the  very  near 
future.  Then  let  the  Ulster  King-of- 
Arms,  and  the  Athlone  Pursuivant-of- 
Aims,  and  the  kettle- drummer,  and  the 
rest  go  with  the  Lord  Lieutenant ;  but, 
until  you  are  prepared  to  abolish  the 
Viceregal  system  altogether,  let  us  have 
ererything  that  adds  to  its  lustre  and 
its  glory.  I  have  never  seen  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  in  State  in  Ireland ;  but  I 
believe  that  at  times,  it  is  a  very  glorious 
sight.  I  believe  it  pleases  our  people, 
because  our  people  are  not  a  democratic 
people.  They  have  not  been  impreg- 
nated with  your  principles  of  democracy 
at  all.  The  Irish  people  are  by  tradi- 
tion and  by  religion,  aristocratic.  [_A 
laugh,~\  It  is  a  fact,  and  let  us  not  de- 
ceive ourselves.  The  Irish  people  are 
by  race,  religion,  and  tradition,  aristo- 
cratic ;  at  all^ events,  they  are  not  demo- 
cratic in  the  sense  the  word  is  under- 
stood in  England.  [**0h!"]  You 
do  not  understand  the  true  meaning  of 
democracy.  The  Irish  people  have 
never  been  inoculated  with  demo- 
cracy. Let  us  have  our  Ulster  King- 
of-Arms.  If  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Clancy)  recognizes  the  truth  of  theso 
statements,  be  will  withdraw  his  Mo- 
tion, although,  as  I  said  at  the  out- 
set, if  he  presses  it  to  a  division,  I 
shall  be  bound  to  follow  him  into  the 
liobby. 

Mr.  O'HANLON  (Cavan,  E.)  :  I  must 
join  my  hon.  Friends  in  protesting 
against  this  Vote.  The  Conservatives 
in  the  district  from  which  I  come  know 
little  about  the  office  of  Sir  Bernard 
Burke,  and  the  Liberals  are  just  in  the 
same  position  as  far  as  that  is  concerned. 
The  Chief  Secretary  is  unable  to  explain 
the  duties  of  the  Ulster  King-of-Arms, 
and  that,  to  my  mind,  is  a  most  extra- 
ordinary fact.  I  cannot  understand  how 
it  is  possible  for  the  Committee  to  be 
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into  Committee  with  regard  to  the 
prisoners  in  the  Barbavilla  case.  My 
hon.  Friend  was  unable  to  go  into  that 
matter  at  that  time,  and  it  was  ruled 
that  he  could  do  it  on  this  Yote.  I 
would  ask  the  Government  whether  they 
think  that  that  inquiry  can  be  entered 
upon  conveniently  at  this  hour?  My 
hon.  Friend  is  willing  to  go  on  with 
it  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  thinks  it 
Qesir&ble 

The  chief  SECEETAEY  for 
IRELAND  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
(Bristol,  W.) ;  I  feel  there  is  some 
reasonableness  in  the  appeal  the  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Sexton)  has  made. 
This  is  an  important  Vote,  and  the  ques- 
tion the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Tuite)  pro- 
poses to  raise  will  lead  to  considerable 
discussion  ;  but  we  have  been  a  very  long 
time  on  the  Votes  we  have  taken,  and 
the  nature  of  the  discussion  we  have 
had  can  hardly  be  said  to  have  been 
important.  I  would  rather  appeal  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman  to  endeavour  to 
make  progress  with  the  Votes  which  are 
coming  on.  There  are  some  following 
the  one  before  the  Committee  which  are 
not  of  great  importance.  I  refer  to  the 
Votes  dealing  with  the  Record  Office,  th(3 
Registrar  GeneraVs  Office,  the  Ordnance 
Survey — and  which,  I  think,  may  be 
taken  practically  as  unopposed  Votes. 
If  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  will  allow 
us  to  take  those  Votes,  we  will  consent 
to  postpone  this  Vote,  and  also  the  Vote 
for  the  Irish  Local  Government  Board, 
80  that  they  may  be  discussed  at  a  more 
convenient  hour.  I  think,  however,  we 
may  be  allowed  to  make  some  further 
progress  with  Supply. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.,  and  Sligo, 
S.) :  I  understand  from  my  hon.  Friends 
around  me  that  they  would  be  willing 
for  all  the  Votes  mentioned  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  be  taken  without  dis- 
cussion, except  the  Registrar  General's 
Vote. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn, 

(12.)  £819,  to  complete  the  sum  for  the 
Charitable  Donations  and  Bequests  Office, 
Ireland. 

(13.)  £2,414,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Record  Office,  Ireland. 

Mu.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  do  not 
wish  to  discuss  this  Vote  for  the  Public 
Record  Office ;  but  I  desire  to  ask  the 
Government  if  they  can  give  us  any  in- 

Mr.  Sexton 


formation  as  to  who  it  is  proposed  shall 
fill  the  vacancy  which  has  taken  place  ? 
The  position  is  an  exceedingly  import- 
ant one,  and  I  have  heard  a  rumour  on 
the  question  which  I  should  like  to  have 
contradicted  or  verified. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  Michael  Hicks -Beach) 
(Bristol,  W.) :  I  do  not  think  the  mat^ 
ter  is  absolutely  settled. 

Mb.  DILLON:  The  appointment,  I 
assume,  rests  with  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman? 

Sib  MICHAEL  HICKS- BEACH: 
I  think  the  Lord  Lieutenant  makes  the 
appointment,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  will  not  prolong  the 
discussion,  but  I  trust  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  will  give  us  the  information 
I  seek  as  early  as  possible. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

(14.)  £8,826,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Valuation  and  Boundary  Survey, 
Ireland. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported. 

Class  III. — Law  and  Justice. 
Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £29,041,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  lam 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  of  Criminal  Fiote- 
cutions  and  other  Law  Charges  in  Ireland,  in* 
eluding  certain  Allowances  under  the  Act  15 
and  16  Vic.  c.  83." 

Me.  DILLON :  (Mayo,  E.) :  Surely  it 
is  not  proposed  to  take  this  Vote  to- 
night ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXOHB- 
QUER  (Lord  Randolph  Churohill) 
(Paddington,  S.):  It  is  proposed  to  post- 
pone the  contentious  Irish  Votes,  and 
to  proceed  with  the  English  Votes. 

Mb.  DILLON  :  That  would  not  be  in 
accordance  with  the  arrangement  juat 
arrived  at.  Several  EDglish  Members 
below  the  Gangway  on  this  (the  Oppo- 
sition) side  of  the  House  have  come  to 
us  Irish  Members  to  ask  if  the  Irish 
Votes  were  likely  to  occupy  the  rest  of 
the  night.  We  have  told  them  that  they 
would,  and  I  therefore  do  not  think  it 
fair,  when  those  English  Members  have 
gone  away,  that  we  should  take  import* 
ant  English  Votes  in  their  absence. 

LoED  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
The  hon.  Member  cannot  expect  the 
Government  to  agree  to  auoh  an  arrange* 
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public  money  on  that  barren  insignia. 
The  wish  of  the  people  of  Ireland  is 
that,  at  any  rate,  no  more  money  should 
be  spent  upon  it.  But  I  wish  to  say, 
besides,  that  there  is  a  principle  involved 
in  this  sum  of  £60,  because  from  time 
to  time  very  much  larger  sums  are  called 
for  in  connection  with  the  Order  on  the 
installation  of  Knights,  when  any  Im- 
perial persons  happen  to  be  in  Ireland. 
Therefore,  with  the  view  of  insuring 
that  no  more  money  shall  be  wasted  on 
this  Order  in  Ireland  iji  future,  I  shall 
move  that  the  Vote  be  reduced  by  the 
sum  of  £60. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,456,  bo 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  coarse  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1887,  for  the  Salaries 
of  the  Officers  and  Attendants  of  the  Household 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  other 
Expenses." — {Mr.  Dillon.) 

Mb.  MOLLOY  (King;s  Co.,  Birr): 
I  have  no  particular  wish  to  see  the 
Order  of  St.  Patrick  abolished.  I  think 
if  the  Lord  Lieutenant  ii  desirous  of  re- 
taining these  honours  that  the  least  he 
can  do  is  to  pay  for  them  himself.  We 
are,  however,  called  upon  to  pay,  and 
to  this  I  fitrongly  object.  If  a  man 
wishes  to  have  a  banner  in  St.  Patrick's 
Cathedral  for  his  family,  I  do  not  see 
why  he  should  come  upon  the  taxpayers 
of  the  country  for  the  expense  ;  nor  do  I 
see  why,  if  he  wants  his  arms  embla- 
zoned for  the  purpose  of  magnifying 
himself  in  the  eyes  of  those  who  think 
as  he  does  in  these  matters,  be  should 
come  almost  as  a  pauper  and  ask  the 
people  to  pay  for  them.  The  people 
never  see  these  banners  and  never  see 
these  arms ;  in  fact,  they  knew  nothing 
about  them,  and  it  does  seem  to  me  a 
mean  thing  for  men  who  want  honours 
for  their  own  gratification  to  call  on  the 
public  to  defray  the  cost.  We  are  called 
upon  year  after  year  for  these  sums, 
although  it  is  true  that  the  present  de- 
mand is  not  a  large  one.  As  far  as  my 
observation  goes,  these  honours  are  not 
granted  in  Ireland  for  distinguished  ser- 
vices. They  are  merely  political  grants, 
and  I  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  whether 
it  is  quite  fair  to  call  on  the  people  of 
Ireland  to  pay  for  these  honours  ?  The 
noble  Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer belongs  to  a  family  of  renown,  and 
I  put  it  to  him  whether  he  does  not 


think  it  right  to  put  an  end  to  this  scan- 
dal and  aJUow  these  gentlemen  to  pay 
for  them  themselves  ?  I  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  give  us  some  assurance  that 
this  scandal  shall  appear  no  more  on  the 
Estimates. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Bbaoh) 
(Bristol,  W.) :  It  is  not  the  case  that 
when  a  person  is  made  a  Knight  of  St. 
Patrick  the  cost  of  his  receiving  that 
honour  is  paid  by  the  country,  unless 
special  circumstances  arise,  in  which 
case  a  special  Vote  is  proposed.  As  a 
rule,  the  fees  paid  by  the  Knight  amount 
to  £300 ;  and,  besides,  he  has  generally 
to  pay  £250  or  £300  for  the  collar  and 
badge.  These  are  honours  appreciated 
by  those  who  receive  them.  The  charge 
in  this  Vote  is  for  a  banner,  a  helmet,  and 
so  on,  which  are  placed  in  St.  Patrick's 
Hall,  Dublin  Castle,  just  as  the  banners 
of  Knights  of  the  Garter  are  placed  in 
St.  George's  Chapel,  Windsor ;  and  they 
cost  very  little  indeed  as  compared  with 
the  large  expense  charged  on  the  Knights 
themselves.  All  I  would  say  is  that  if 
the  Order  of  St.  Patrick  is  to  be  main- 
tained, and  I  understand  that  it  is  the 
desire  of  hon.  Members  that  it  should 
be,  you  must  have  this  expenditure. 
How  far  it  should  be  borne  by  the  coun- 
try is  a  matter  for  consideration. 

Mb.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.):  I 
object  to  the  Order  of  St.  Patrick  alto- 
gether. I  have  here  a  list  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Order  to  whom  I  should  like 
to  call  attention.  Excluding  the  Royal 
Princes  and  one  or  two  others,  amongst 
them  Viscount  Powerscourt,  there  is 
scarcely  any  one  of  the  Order  deserving 
of  the  respect  of  the  people.  The  Order 
is  composed  of  men  who  stand  in  the 
position  of  convicted  rack-renters. 

The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Member 
is  using  language  unworthy  of  this  As- 
sembly.    He  must  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  I  withdraw  the  words 
in  obedience  to  your  ruling.  I  was 
explaining  that  these  persons  have  been 
found  guilty  of  having  extorted  exorbi- 
tant rack-rents  for  many  years  past,  and, 
accordingly,  their  rents  have  been  cut 
down  by  the  Land  Commission.  For  in- 
stance, there  is  the  Earl  of  Kenmare, 
and  I  ask  what  respect  can  Irishmen 
have  for  men  like  him  ?  The  Earl  of 
Cork  is  in  a  similar  position ;  and  then 
there  is  Lord  Wolseley,  who  some  time 
ago  expressed  the  intention  of  leading 
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a  portion  of  the  people  of  Ireland  against 
the  Clueen' s  troops.  [  *  •  Question ! "  ] 
This  is  the  question ;  and  I  say,  f  ur^ 
ther,  that  to  this  charge  Lord  Wolseley 
has  never  given  a  denial.  There  is  also 
the  noble  Lord  who  has  a  residence  in 
my  constituency,  but  who  is  very  seldom 
there,  and  he  is  about  the  greatest  ob- 
stacle to  the  welfare  of  the  little  town 
near  which  he  lives.  What  title  have 
these  gentlemen  to  be  Knights  of  St. 
Patrick  ?  Let  them  call  themselves  by 
any  other  name  than  this.  I  think  that 
half  my  objection  to  the  Order  would 
vanish  if  this  anti-Irish  gang  called 
themselves  by  any  other  name  than 
that  of  the  Apostle  of  Ireland.  It  is 
absurd  that,  in  the  19th  century,  Parlia- 
ment should  vote  money  for  the  sake  of 
having  a  few  gentlemen  pretending  to 
be  Knights  and  ready  to  wage  war  on 
horseback,  when  most  of  them  can 
hardly  keep  their  seats  on  the  steadiest 
old  nags  that  can  be  bought  in  Ireland. 
I  shall  persist  in  the  Motion  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  Vote. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
I  remember  that  last  year  there  were 
two  installations  of  noblemen  in  the 
Order  of  St.  Patrick,  and  it  was  made  a 
pretext  for  expending  £1,000  in  doing 
up  a  room  in  Dublin  Castle  for  the  pur- 
pose. My  hon.  Friend,  therefore,  is 
quite  right  when  he  says  that  the  ex- 
penditure does  not  end  at  £60.  It  goes 
on,  and  no  one  knows  where  it  stops. 
In  the  Estimates  of  last  year  there  was 
a  charge  of  £1,000  on  account  of  the 
installation  of  these  gentlemen.  Al- 
though they  themselves  paid  £500,  they 
put  the  country  to  the  expense  of  £1,000 
for  preparing  the  room  in  Dublin  Castle 
for  their  gratification ;  and  this  is  the 
reason  why  I,  for  one,  oppose  this  Vote. 
The  amount  of  taxation  upon  the  people 
makes  it  essential  on  our  part  to  oppose 
this  useless  outlay.  I  am  boimd  to  say 
that  if  these  gentlemen  would  pay  for 
the  cost  of  installation  there  would  be  no 
objection  on  my  part  to  their  being 
made  Knights  of  St.  Patrick;  but  so 
long  as  the  cost  is  thrown  upon  the 
country,  so  long  shall  I  resist  this  Vote. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
says  that  the  hon.  Member  for  King's 
County  (Mr.  Molloy)  does  not  object  to 
this  Order.  I,  however,  do  object  to  it, 
and  I  say  that  it  is  a  distinct  grievance 
that  the  country  should  be  called  on  to 

Mr,  Clancy 


pay  large  sums  in  connection  with  it. 
I  object  to  the  Vote  chiefly  because  I 
object  to  the  Order.  It  is  an  Order  of 
so-called  merit,  and  is  conferred  upon 
men  who  are  detested  by  the  people  of 
Ireland.  Not  a  single  individual  who 
enjoys  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  is  a  Knight  of  St. 
Patrick,  and  I  will  go  further  and  say 
you  could  not  g^t  any  person  enjoying 
the  respect  of  the  Irish  people  to  accept 
the  Knighthood.  As  sensible  men  we 
ought  to  get  rid  of  this  Order  at  once, 
and  the  fact  that  you  cannot  get  a  single 
man  who  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the 
people  to  accept  the  Knighthood  is  alone 
sufficient  to  condemn  any  Order ;  and  to 
call  upon  the  Committee  to  support  such 
an  imposture  as  this  is  mischievous. 

Mr.  O'HANLON  (Cavan,  E.) :  I  ob- 
serve that  the  amount  charged  for  in- 
signia and  banners  for  last  year  was 
£50 ;  whereas  this  year  the  charge  is 
£40 ;  and  I  should  like  to  know  what 
is  the  cause  of  this  reduction  ?  With 
regard  to  the  insignia,  we  have  had 
no  explanation  whatever  from  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  as  to  why  this  expense  is 
charged  upon  the  Estimates  at  all.  And 
although  the  right  hon.  Baronet  has 
told  us  that  everyone  who  is  installed  as 
a  Knight  of  St.  Patrick  has  to  pay  fees 
amounting  to  £300,  he  has  not  explained 
whether  this  amount  goes  to  relieve  the 
taxes  of  the  people  ?  These  are  two 
points  which  I  think  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  should  fully  explain. 

Mr.  p.  J.  POWER  (Waterford, 
E.) :  I  think  the  Irish  RepresentatiYes 
would  be  wanting  in  duty  if  they  did 
not  protest  against  this  charge.  It  would 
be  interesting  to  know  what  the  Mem- 
bers of  this  Order  have  done  for  Ireland, 
because  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  on 
account  of  their  having  done  a  good  deal 
of  good  for  England  that  they  have  been 
made  Knights  of  St.  Patrick.  In  my 
opinion,  they  have  done  nothing  what- 
ever for  Ireland, where  they  have  simply 
acted  as  an  English  garrison.  Why, 
then,  should  wo  be  called  upon  to  pay 
anything  towards  the  expenses  of  these 
Knights  ?  I  say  that  it  is  our  duty  to 
enter  a  protest  against  this  sham,  which 
most  Irishmen  look  upon  as  a  disgrace 
and  dishonour. 

Mr.  a.  BLANE  (Armagh,  S.) :  We 
are  here  asked  to  vote  money  not  for  the 
use  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  but  for  a 
purpose  which  we  are  told  is  highly  or- 
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namental.  I  say  it  is  strange  that  these 
Bams  should  be  uselessly  expended  in 
the  face  of  so  many  complaints  of  bad 
trade  and  want  of  employment  on  the 
part  of  the  people  throughout  the 
country,  and  which  is  constantly  made 
the  excuse  for  not  voting  money  for 
useful  purposes.  I  protest  against  these 
Yotes  lOT  ornaments  in  society  ;  they  are 
utterly  worthless,  and  the  sooner  they 
are  brought  to  an  end  the  better.  This 
Vote  is  only  one  instance  of  the  way 
these  persons  foist  themselves  upon  the 
public  purse,  and  I  shall,  for  the  reasons 
I  have  given,  vote  with  my  hon.  Friend 
against  this  charge. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes  56 ; 
Noes  165:  Majority  109. — (Div.  List, 
No.  30.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  ORILLY  (Mayo,  N.) :  Before  we 
leave  this  Vote  I  desire  to  enter  my 
protest  against  a  system  associated  with 
it  which  I  consider  to  be  unjust  and 
vicious.  It  appears  to  me,  in  studying 
these  Estimates,  that  establishments  such 
as  the  one  we  are  discussing  are  merely 
vehicles  for  reckless  expenditure.  They 
are,  it  seems  to  me,  establishments  for 
providing  snug  places  for  various  per- 
sons— they  are  offices  in  which  the  duties 
are  in  an  inverse  ratio  to  the  pay.  The 
duties  are  light  and  the  pay  is  heavy ; 
and  not  merely  do  we  find  gentlemen 
associated  with  one  situation  such  as 
th's,  but  we  find  them  cropping  up  con- 
tinually like  Jack-in-the-box.  They 
are,  to  use  an  illustration  which  was 
adopted  some  time  ago,  as  thick  in  these 
Estimates  as  barnacles  on  the  bottom  of 
a  Transatlantic  liner.  I  intend  to  move 
the  reduction  of  the  Vote  before  I  have 
done.  I  find  that  the  Master  of  the 
Horse  is  put  down  here  to  receive  £200, 
and  I  also  find  that,  in  the  Vote  we 
have  passed,  this  gentleman  is  also 
down  as  Deputy  Eanger  of  the  Curragh 
of  Kildare  at  a  salary  of  £276.  I  find, 
further,  that  a  gentleman  described  as 
Surgeon  to  the  Household,  is  down  for 
£100,  and  in  addition  to  that  I  see  he 
receives  a  salary  of  £245,  and  a  large 
sum  for  travelling  expenses,  as  Surgeon 
to  the  Dublin  Metropolitan  Police,  and 
£150  from  the  Public  Education  Depart- 
ment in  Ireland.  Before  we  leave  this 
Vote  I  want  to  enter  my  protest  against 
ity  because  I  object  on  principle  to  the 
ooupling  of  offices  in  the  way  I  have 


described.  It  is,  in  my  opinion,  wrong 
and  immoral ;  and  amongst  other  things 
it  has  this  injurious  effect,  that  it  prevents 
deserving  men  from  receiving  salaries. 
The  salaries  go  to  people  who  are  in 
occupation  of  four  or  five  or  even  half- 
a-dozen  different  positions  in  the  Public 
Departments  in  Ireland.  To  put  myself 
in  Order  I  will  move  that  the  Vote  be 
reduced  by  £362,  which  is  made  up  of 
£200  paid  to  the  Master  of  the  Horse, 
£100  paid  to  the  Surgeon  of  the  House- 
hold, and  £61  13«.  3^.  paid  to  the  State 
Porter. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

^^That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,154,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries 
of  the  Officers  and  Attendants  of  the  House- 
hold of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  and 
other  Expenses."— (ifr.  Crilly.) 

Me.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.,  and  Sligo, 
S.):  No  one  in  this  part  of  the  House 
will  disagree  with  the  remarks  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Crilly).  It  occurs 
to  me  that  the  observations  he  has  made 
upon  this  Vote  could,  with  equal  justice, 
propriety,  and  relevance  be  applied  to 
every  other  Vote  for  Ireland;  but  as  this 
question  can  be  raised  on  almost  every 
other  Vote,  and  as  we  have  had  a  long 
discussion  upon  the  matter  before  the 
Committee,  perhaps  my  hon.  Friend  will 
not  persist  in  his  Amendment,  but  allow 
the  Vote  to  be  taken. 

Mb.  a.  BLANE  (Armagh,  S.) :  I  find 
that  under  this  Vote  the  Queen's  Plates 
in  Ireland  are  provided — [**  Order, 
Order !  "] 

The  OHAIEMAN:  Does  the  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Crilly)  withdraw  his 
Amendment  ? 

Mr.  crilly  :  Yes ;  of  course,  Sir. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 
Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

''That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £17,866,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Offices  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  in 
Dublin  and  London,  and  Subordinate  Depart- 
ments.'* 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.,  and  Sligo, 
S.) :  My hon.Friend the Memberfor North 
Westmeath  (Mr.  Tuite)  endeavoured  to 
raise  his  Motion  preliminary  to  going 


291         Supply— Civil 


{COMMONS} 


Service  EsiimaUi, 


292 


Mr.  DILLON :  To  tell  us  that  the 
Vote  for  Public  Education  in  England, 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  important 
Votes  on  the  Estimates,  should  be  taken 
suh  stlentio,  is  most  absurd.  I  must  say 
that  the  Government  have  endeavoured 
to  make  a  most  singular  bargain,  and  a 
most  extraordinary  feeling  appears  to 
prevail  on  the  opposite  Benches. 

An  hon.  Member  :  You  have  not  the 
control  of  the  House. 

Mb.  DILLON :  Someone  over  there 
says  we  have  not  the  control  of  the 
House.  That  is  perfectly  true.  But  I 
wish  to  point  out  to  the  Committee,  as 
I  have  adready  said,  that  some  English 
Members  came  to  us  earlier  in  the 
evening  and  asked  this  question — whe- 
ther or  not  we  thought  that  the  Irish 
Votes  would  occupy  the  whole  of  our 
time  to-night  ?  We,  of  course,  answered 
in  the  affirmative,  and  that  answer  went 
round  amongst  hon.  Members.  As  a 
mere  matter  of  courtesy  to  these  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  have  gone  home  on  the 
understanding  that  the  Irish  Votes 
would  occupy  the  whole  of  the  evening, 
I  think  we  are  bound  to  postpone  these 
important  English  Estimates.  It  is 
a  very  common  arrangement,  as  hon. 
Members  know,  to  give  each  other  in- 
formation of  this  kind,  as  far  as  we  can 
anticipate  the  course  of  proceeding  on 
matters  in  which  we  are  especially  in- 
terested. We  were  notoriously  within 
our  knowledge  in  saying  that  if  the 
Votes  were  taken  as  they  were  on  the 
Paper,  and  discussed  in  the  ordinary 
manner,  the  Irish  Votes  would  consume 
the  whole  of  the  evening.  Even  if  we 
had  discussed  them  in  a  much  more  per- 
functory manner  than  we  have  adopted 
these  Irish  Votes  would  naturally  have 
consumed  the  whole  of  the  evening.  I 
maintain  that  it  was  a  legitimate  thing 
to  tell  English  Members,  when  they 
applied  to  us,  that  the  Irish  Votes  would 
consume  the  whole  of  the  evening.  We 
have  given  this  information  for  the  con- 
venience of  English  Gentlemen  ;  and  they, 
therefore,  went  home  under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  English  Education  vote 
could  not  come  on  until  to-morrow. 

Mb.  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan) :  I 
hope  the  Committee  will  allow  me  to 
remind  them  that  already  considerable 
discussion  has  taken  place  on  the  Vote 
for  English  Education.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  late  Vice  President  of  the 
Council  (Sir  Lyon  Playfair)  made  the 


usual  official  statement  in  an  extremely 
valuable  speech,  and  one  full  of  detail, 
in  the  late  Session.  The  present  Vice 
President  also  submitted  his  views,  and 
other  Members  laid  before  the  Commit- 
tee facts  and  arguments  in  support  of 
their  opinions.  I,  therefore,  do  trust 
that  the  former  discussion  may  be  re- 
garded as  sufficient,  and  that  this  Vote 
may  pass  without  discussion. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOR  (Tipperary,  S.) : 
I,  to  some  extent,  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member  who  has  just  sat  down.  No 
doubt  the  late  Vice  President  of  the 
Council  (Sir  Lyon  Playfair)  did  make  a 
very  interesting  statement.  It  was  one 
to  which  I  listened  very  attentively ;  but 
we  must  remember  that  that  statement 
was  not  made  in  the  Parliament  now 
sitting.  It  was  made  in  the  late 
Parliament,  and  there  are  many  new 
Members  in  this  House  who  did  not 
hear  it,  who  have  not  read  it,  and 
who  have  come  amongst  us  with  totally 
difiPerent  views  with  regard  to  education 
to  those  which  were  entertained  by  hon. 
Members  who  sat  here  last  Session. 
Under  the  circumstances  I  think  that 
facilities  should  be  given  to  those  hon. 
Members  to  discuss  the  question  of 
English  education  at  a  time  when  their 
speeches  will  have  effect.  I  think  upon 
this  matter  they  ought  to  be  allowea  to 
put  themselves  right  with  their  oonsti- 
tuency.  I  appeal  to  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Randolph  Churchill)  to  allow  Progpressto 
be  reported.  [**  Order,  order ! "]  I  sub- 
mit that  I  am  in  Order ;  but  as  1  do  not 
wish  to  come  into  conflict  with  the  Ohair 
I  shall  not  continue  the  remarks  I  had 
intended  to  make.  I  wish  to  put  myself' 
right  with  the  Chairman ;  and  I  wish  to 
say  that  I  distinctly  heard  the  Motion 
for  Progress  made.  In  pursuing  my 
argument  in  reference  to  that  matter  1 
do  not  think  I  am  out  of  Order. 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  The  Motion  was 
not  put  from  the  Chair. 

Mb.  AKTHUE  O'OONNOE  (Done- 
gal,  E.) :  With  regard  to  the  Motion  to 
report  Progress,  rather  than  prooeed 
with  the  Votes  in  Class  IV.,  I  must  say 
I  am  astonished  at  the  condition  A 
memory  of  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Ban- 
dolph  Churchill).  I  would  remind  him 
that  on  two  separate  occasions  Ipointedly 
put  questions  to  him,  and  to  another 
right  hon.  Member  of  the  Cabinet  sit- 
ting on  the  Front  Bench,  as  to  the  order 
in  which  these  Votes  were  to  be  taken. 
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The  noble  Lord  informed  us  that  the 
Army  Estimates  would  be  taken  first, 
the  Navy  Estimates  next,  and  then  the 
Civil  Service  Estimates  in  the  order  in 
which  they  appeared  on  the  Paper. 
Trusting  to  that  assurance,  I,  for  one, 
have  relied  upon  the  Estimates  being 
taken  exactly  in  their  proper  order.  So 
far  was  I  from  anticipating  the  possi- 
bility of  Class  lY.  being  taken  this 
evening  that  I  have  not  brought  with 
me  papers  I  had  intended  to  use  in  re- 
gard to  the  case  of  a  certain  school  in 
which  I  take  some  interest.  I  should 
not  be  able  to  do  justice  to  the  question 
in  the  absence  of  these  papers.  With 
regard  to  the  second  Vote  in  Class  IV., 
it  is  within  my  knowledge  that  hon. 
Members  who  take  considerable  interest 
in  technical  education  in  Ireland  have 
reserved  themselves  for  another  day,  ex- 
pecting that  it  would  be  impossible  for 
Class  IV.  to  be  reached  this  evening. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  appears  to 
me  hardly  fair  that  we  should  be  asked 
suddenly  to  consider  Estimates  with  re- 
gard to  which  we  have  not  thought  it 
necessary  even  to  look  at  the  papers. 
If  any  further  Supply  is  to  be  taken,  I 
trust  that  we  shall  proceed  with  the 
Votes  as  they  are  on  the  Paper.  I  am 
Borry  that  the  pledges  given  by  the  Front 
Bench  opposite  are  considered  by  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  as  so  little 
binding  upon  the  Government. 

The  CHANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QIJEB  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
(Paddington,  8.) :  No  doubt  the  Go- 
vernment have  made  a  mistake  in  this 
matter,  and  it  is  one  which  they  are  not 
likely  very  soon  to  be  guilty  of  again. 
They  sought  to  consult  the  convenience 
of  hon.  Members  opposite  by  postpon- 
ing a  certain  Vote  in  which  those  hon. 
Members  were  interested.  They  believed 
that  hon.  Members  opposite  desired  that 
Vote  to  come  on  at  a  convenient  hour 
to-morrow.  A  request  for  the  postpone- 
ment of  this  Vote  was  made  at  half-past 
12,  and  an  arrangement  was  made  in  a 
space  of  time  that  did  not  cover  more 
than  a  minute.  It  evidently  was  the 
intention  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
that  these  proceedings  in  Committee  of 
Supply  should  come  to  a  conclusion  there 
and  then  ;  but  that  was  certainly  not  the 
intention  of  the  Government.  Half-an- 
hour  has  now  been  taken  up  with  frivo- 
lous discussion  as  to  whether  Committee 
of  Supply  should  proceed  or  stop.   Hon. 


Members  should  be  dear  as  to  what 
their  attitude  is.  An  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  has  risen  in  his  place  and  made 
a  demand  on  the  Government  which  is 
altogether  unreasonable.  ["No,  no!*'] 
Tes;  that  is  the  position  taken  up  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman.  The  demand  he 
makes,  so  far  as  the  Government  are 
concerned,  it  is  impossible  to  comply 
with.  We  do  not  feel  at  all  inclined  to 
give  way,  without  very  strong  protest, 
to  a  demand  which  appears  to  have  an- 
other object  than  to  prevent  the  Supplies 
of  the  year  being  voted  with  expedition 
and  decency.  As  to  what  has  fallen 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Donegal 
(Mr.  Arthur  O^Connor) — namely,  that 
he  received  an  assurance  from  the 
Government  that  the  Votes  would  be 
proceeded  with  in  the  order  in  which 
they  appear  upon  the  Paper,  I  must  say 
that,  although  we  entered  into  a  con- 
trary arrangement  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's Friends  just  now,  we  very  much 
regret  it  after  what  has  happened.  We 
did  it  to  consult  what  we  thought  was 
the  convenience  of  hon.  Members  oppo- 
site ;  but  for  the  future  we  will  be  very 
careful  not  to  take  any  Votes  out  of 
their  order. 

Me.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.,  and  Sligo, 
S.) :  We  understood  that  the  Votes  would 
be  taken  in  a  certain  order.  Certain 
Irish  Members  have,  in  reply  to  in- 
quiries fro'm  English  Members  sitting 
not  on  one  side  of  the  House  alone,  but 
on  both  sides,  informed  them  that  the 
discussion  of  the  Irish  Votes  would  oc- 
cupy the  whole  evening.  If  these  Eng- 
lish Members  came  down  to-morrow  and 
found  that  over  £250,000  had  been  taken 
for  education  in  England  without  discus- 
sion, they  would  have  a  perfect  right  to 
consider  themselves  ill-treated.  I  can 
understand  the  anxiety  of  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Kandolph  Churchill)  to  get 
on  with  Supply.  It  any  of  us  were  in 
his  position  we  should  feel  the  same 
anxiety ;  but  I  would  ask  the  noble 
Lord  to  look  back  upon  the  evening  and 
to  say  whether,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
progress  we  have  made  has  been  really 
so  dow  as  to  warrant  all  these  com- 
ments? When  you  get  14  Votes,  many 
of  them  highly  contentious,  it  is  only 
right  to  say  that  good  progress  has  been 
made.  Hon.  Gentlemen  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  will  confirm  me  when  I 
say  that  to  take  14  Votes  of  this  kind  in 
one  evening  is  not  a  bad  night's  work. 
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Mr.  DILLON :  To  tell  us  that  the 
Vote  for  Public  Education  in  England, 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  important 
Votes  on  the  Estimates,  should  be  taken 
suh  stlentt'Oj  is  most  absurd.  I  must  say 
that  the  Government  have  endeavoured 
to  make  a  most  singular  bargain,  and  a 
most  extraordinary  feeling  appears  to 
prevail  on  the  opposite  Benches. 

An  hon.  Member  :  You  have  not  the 
control  of  the  House. 

Mr.  DILLON :  Someone  over  there 
says  we  have  not  the  control  of  the 
House.  That  is  perfectly  true.  But  I 
wish  to  point  out  to  the  Committee,  as 
I  have  adready  said,  that  some  English 
Members  came  to  us  earlier  in  the 
evening  and  asked  this  question — whe- 
ther or  not  we  thought  that  the  Irish 
Votes  would  occupy  the  whole  of  our 
time  to-night  ?  We,  of  course,  answered 
in  the  affirmative,  and  that  answer  went 
round  amongst  hon.  Members.  As  a 
mere  matter  of  courtesy  to  these  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  have  gone  home  on  the 
understanding  that  the  Irish  Votes 
would  occupy  the  whole  of  the  evening, 
I  think  we  are  bound  to  postpone  these 
important  English  Estimates.  It  is 
a  very  common  arrangement,  as  hon. 
Members  know,  to  give  each  other  in- 
formation of  this  kind,  as  far  as  we  can 
anticipate  the  course  of  proceeding  on 
matters  in  which  we  are  especially  in- 
terested. We  were  notoriously  within 
our  knowledge  in  saying  that  if  the 
Votes  were  taken  as  they  were  on  the 
Paper,  and  discussed  in  the  ordinary 
manner,  the  Irish  Votes  would  consume 
the  whole  of  the  evening.  Even  if  we 
had  discussed  them  in  a  much  more  per- 
functory manner  than  we  have  adopted 
these  Irish  Votes  would  naturally  have 
consumed  the  whole  of  the  evening.  I 
maintain  that  it  was  a  legitimate  thing 
to  tell  English  Members,  when  they 
applied  to  us,  that  the  Irish  Votes  would 
consume  the  whole  of  the  evening.  We 
have  given  this  information  for  the  con- 
venience of  English  Gentlemen  ;  and  they, 
therefore,  went  home  under  the  impres- 
sion that  the  English  Education  Vote 
could  not  come  on  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan) :  I 
hope  the  Committee  will  allow  me  to 
remind  them  that  already  considerable 
discussion  has  taken  place  on  the  Vote 
for  English  Education.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  late  Vice  President  of  the 
Council  (Sir  Lyon  Playfair)  made  the 


usual  official  statement  in  an  eztremely 
valuable  speech,  and  one  full  of  detail, 
in  the  late  Session.  The  present  Vice 
President  also  submitted  his  views,  and 
other  Members  laid  before  the  Commit- 
tee facts  and  arguments  in  support  of 
their  opinions.  I,  therefore,  do  trust 
that  the  former  discussion  may  be  re- 
garded as  sufficient,  and  that  this  Vote 
may  pass  without  discussion. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOR  (Tipperary,  8.) : 
I,  to  some  extent,  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member  who  has  just  sat  down.  No 
doubt  the  late  Vice  President  of  the 
Council  (Sir  Lyon  Playfair)  did  make  a 
very  interesting  statement.  It  was  one 
to  which  I  listened  very  attentively ;  but 
we  must  remember  that  that  statement 
was  not  made  in  the  Parliament  now 
sitting.  It  was  made  in  the  late 
Parliament,  and  there  are  many  new 
Members  in  this  House  who  did  not 
hear  it,  who  have  not  read  it,  and 
who  have  come  amongst  us  with  totally 
different  views  with  regard  to  education 
to  those  which  were  entertained  by  hon. 
Members  who  sat  here  last  Session. 
Under  the  circumstances  I  think  that 
facilities  should  be  given  to  those  hon. 
Members  to  discuss  the  question  of 
English  education  at  a  time  when  their 
speeches  will  have  effect.  I  think  upon 
this  matter  they  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
put  themselves  right  with  their  oonsti- 
tuency.  I  appeal  to  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Eandolph  Churchill)  to  allow  Prog^esato 
be  reported.  [**  Order,  order ! "]  I  sub- 
mit that  I  am  in  Order ;  but  as  1  do  not 
wish  to  come  into  conflict  with  the  Chair 
I  shall  not  continue  the  remarks  I  had 
intended  to  make.  I  wish  to  put  myself' 
right  with  the  Chairman ;  and  I  wish  to 
say  that  I  distinctly  heard  the  Motion 
for  Progress  made.  In  pursuing  my 
argument  in  reference  to  that  matter  1 
do  not  think  I  am  out  of  Order. 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  The  Motion  was 
not  put  from  the  Chair. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal, E.) :  With  regard  to  the  Motion  to 
report  Progress,  rather  than  proceed 
with  the  Votes  in  Class  IV.,  I  miist  say 
I  am  astonished  at  the  condition  A 
memory  of  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Ran- 
dolph Churchill).  I  would  remind  him 
that  on  two  separate  occasions  I  pointedly 
put  questions  to  him,  and  to  another 
right  hon.  Member  of  the  Cabinet  sit- 
ting on  the  Front  Bench,  as  to  the  cwder 
in  which  these  Votes  were  to  be  taken. 
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The  noble  Lord  informed  us  that  the 
Army  Estimates  would  be  taken  first, 
the  Navj  ISstimates  next,  and  then  the 
Civil  Service  Estimates  in  the  order  in 
whioh  they  appeared  on  the  Paper. 
Trusting  to  that  assurance,  I,  for  one, 
have  r^ied  upon  the  Estimates  being 
taken  exactly  in  their  proper  order.  So 
far  was  I  from  anticipating  the  possi- 
bility of  Class  lY.  being  taken  this 
evening  that  I  have  not  brought  with 
me  papers  I  had  intended  to  use  in  re- 
gard to  the  case  of  a  certain  school  in 
which  I  take  some  interest.  I  should 
not  be  able  to  do  justice  to  the  question 
in  the  absence  of  these  papers.  With 
regard  to  the  second  Vote  in  Class  IV., 
it  is  within  my  knowledge  that  hon. 
Members  who  take  considerable  interest 
in  technical  education  in  Ireland  have 
reserved  themselves  for  another  day,  ex- 
pecting that  it  would  be  impossible  for 
Class  IV.  to  be  reached  this  evening. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  appears  to 
me  hardly  fair  that  we  should  be  asked 
suddenly  to  consider  Estimates  with  re- 
gard to  which  we  have  not  thought  it 
necessary  even  to  look  at  the  papers. 
If  any  further  Supply  is  to  be  taken,  I 
trust  that  we  shall  proceed  with  the 
Votes  as  they  are  on  the  Paper.  I  am 
sorry  that  the  pledges  given  by  the  Front 
Bench  opposite  are  considered  by  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  as  so  little 
binding  upon  the  Government. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QIJEB  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  No  doubt  the  Go- 
vernment have  made  a  mistake  in  this 
matter,  and  it  is  one  which  they  are  not 
likely  very  soon  to  be  guilty  of  again. 
They  sought  to  consult  the  convenience 
of  hon.  Members  opposite  by  postpon- 
ing a  certain  Vote  in  which  those  hon. 
Members  were  interested.  They  believed 
that  hon.  Members  opposite  desired  that 
Vote  to  come  on  at  a  convenient  hour 
to-morrow.  A  request  for  the  postpone- 
ment of  this  Vote  was  made  at  half-past 
12,  and  an  arrangement  was  made  in  a 
space  of  time  that  did  not  cover  more 
than  a  minute.  It  evidently  was  the 
intention  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
that  these  proceedings  in  Committee  of 
Supply  should  come  to  a  conclusion  there 
ana  then  ;  but  that  was  certainly  not  the 
intention  of  the  Government.  Half-an- 
hour  has  now  been  taken  up  with  frivo- 
lous discussion  as  to  whether  Committee 
of  Supply  should  proceed  or  stop.   Hon. 


Members  should  be  dear  as  to  what 
their  attitude  is.  An  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  has  risen  in  his  place  and  made 
a  demand  on  the  Government  which  is 
altogether  unreasonable.  [**  No,  no! *'] 
Yes;  that  is  the  position  taken  up  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman.  The  demand  he 
makes,  so  far  as  the  Government  are 
concerned,  it  is  impossible  to  comply 
with.  We  do  not  feel  at  all  inclined  to 
give  way,  without  very  strong  protest, 
to  a  demand  which  appears  to  have  an- 
other object  than  to  prevent  the  Supplies 
of  the  year  being  voted  with  expedition 
and  decency.  As  to  what  has  fallen 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Donegal 
(Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor)  —  namely,  that 
he  received  an  assurance  from  the 
Government  that  the  Votes  would  be 
proceeded  with  in  the  order  in  which 
they  appear  upon  the  Paper,  I  must  say 
that,  although  we  entered  into  a  con- 
trary arrangement  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's Friends  just  now,  we  very  much 
regret  it  after  what  has  happened.  We 
did  it  to  consult  what  we  thought  was 
the  convenience  of  hon.  Members  oppo- 
site ;  but  for  the  future  we  will  be  very 
careful  not  to  take  any  Votes  out  of 
their  order. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.,  and  Sligo, 
S.) :  We  understood  that  the  Votes  would 
be  taken  in  a  certain  order.  Certain 
Irish  Members  have,  in  reply  to  in- 
quiries fro'm  English  Members  sitting 
not  on  one  side  of  the  House  alone,  but 
on  both  sides,  informed  them  that  the 
discussion  of  the  Irish  Votes  would  oc- 
cupy the  whole  evening.  If  these  Eng- 
lish Members  came  down  to-morrow  and 
found  that  over  £250,000  had  been  taken 
for  education  in  England  without  discus- 
sion, they  would  have  a  perfect  right  to 
consider  themselves  ill-treated.  I  can 
understand  the  anxiety  of  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  to  get 
on  with  Supply.  It  any  of  us  were  in 
his  position  we  should  feel  the  same 
anxiety ;  but  I  would  ask  the  noble 
Lord  to  look  back  upon  the  evening  and 
to  say  whether,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
progress  we  have  made  has  been  really 
so  dow  as  to  warrant  all  these  com- 
ments? When  you  get  14  Votes,  many 
of  them  highly  contentious,  it  is  only 
right  to  say  that  good  progress  has  been 
made.  Hon.  Gentlemen  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  will  confirm  me  when  I 
say  that  to  take  14  Votes  of  this  kind  in 
one  evening  is  not  a  bad  night's  work. 
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As  I  said,  I  understand  the  anxiety  of 
the  noble  Lord ;  but  I  think  I  may  claim 
the  right  to  say  that  in  representing  facts 
from  the  Front  Bench  opposite  he  ought 
to  endeavour  to  make  at  least  an  ap- 
proximate approach  to  accuracy.  He 
sajs  that  the  Government  agreed  to 
postpone  certain  Votes  for  our  conve- 
nience. What  happened  was  this. 
When  the  Vote  for  the  Chief  Secretary's 
Office  was  called  on  I  rose  and  submitted 
to  the  Government  whether  they  thought 
it  would  be  convenient — [**0h,  oh!"] 
Yes  ;  those  were  my  very  words.  I  sub- 
mitted to  the  Government  whether  they 
thought  it  would  be  convenient  to  go  on 
with  a  Yote  of  this  importance  at  such  a 
late  hour  ?  I  said  that  my  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Westmeath  (Mr.  Tuite) 
was  willing,  if  they  desired  it,  to  enter 
upon  the  consideration  of  the  Barbavilla 
case,  and  I  appealed  to  the  Leaders  of 
the  Government  whether  they  considered 
that  such  a  discussion  should  be  taken 
at  such  an  hour  ?  Well,  they  evidently 
did  not  think  it  would  be  convenient.  I 
did  not;  in  fact,  nobody  did.  A  dis- 
cussion of  that  kind  once  entered  upon 
certainly  could  not  be  finished  to-night, 
and  no  one  would  have  gained  anything 
by  the  arrangement.  I  put  it  to  the  noble 
Lord,  therefore,  whether  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers did  not  appeal  to  the  Government 
in  a  spirit,  not  impeding,  but  meant  to 
facilitate  the  progress  of  Supply  ?  [**  Oh, 
oh !  "]  I  put  it  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach).  He  rose 
and  said  that  four  Votes  were  not  con- 
tentious. We  gave  way  upon  those 
Votes,  and  allowed  the  Government  to 
take  them  without  discussion.  The 
noble  Lord  seems  anxious  to  make  a 
statement  to  the  public.  Well,  he  has 
made  it ;  and  I  make  mine.  The  action 
we  took  showed  that  wo  had  no  desire 
whatever  to  impede  the  Government ; 
but  that,  so  far  as  was  consistent  with  the 
due  discussion  of  Votes  on  which  ques- 
tions of  great  importance  are  to  be 
raised,  we  were  willing  to  give  the  Go- 
vernment, from  now  to  the  close  of  Sup- 
ply, every  reasonable  facility  for  getting 
through  the  Business. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  must 
say  that  the  account  given  by  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  of  what 
took  place  is  extremely  inaccurate.  I 
do  not  mean  to  insinuate  that  it  is  wil- 
fully inaccurate;    but    it   is  distinctly 

Mr,  Sextan 


wrong.  What  took  place  was  this — 
and  I  am  open  to  correction  if  I  myself 
am  inaccurate  in  the  statement  I  make 
— ^but  I  wish  to  give  my  version  of  what 
transpired,  seeing  that  the  noble  Lord 
has  made  a  rather  angry  charge  against 
us,  a  charge  which  I  maintain  is  abso- 
lutely unfounded — ^the  Chief  Secretary 
got  up  and  said  the  Government  were 
willing  to  withdraw  the  contentious  Irish 
Votes  provided  we  allowed  certain  other 
Irish  Votes  which  were  named  as  Votes 
of  an  uncontentious  character  to  be  dis- 
posed of.  That  is  exactly  what  took 
place.  When  the  Votes  were  put  one 
of  them  was  found  to  be  of  a  contentious 
character.  We  pointed  out  the  fact,  and 
the  Chief  Secretary,  admitting  the  jus- 
tice of  our  representatioD,  assented  to  its 
postponement.  Three  Irish  Votes  were 
therefore  taken  without  discussion.  No- 
thing was  said  about  the  Votes  in  Class 
IV.  What  I  complain  of  is  this — ^that 
during  the  negotiations  which  passed 
across  the  floor  of  this  House — and 
every  hon.  Member  knows  that  I  am 
stating  the  truth — ^three  uncontentious 
Votes  were  disposed  of  without  com- 
ment. Not  one  word  of  discussion  took 
place  upon  them,  and  then  the  Govern- 
ment tried  to  spring  upon  us  a  number 
of  Votes  of  which  no  mention  had  been 
made.  I  say  it  is  unfair  and  unjust  on 
the  part  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  to  turn  round 
upon  us  and  say  that  we  have  not  acted 
loyally.  I  think,  so  far  as  the  Irish 
Members  are  concerned,  we  have  a 
right  to  resent  such  an  accusation.  It 
may  suit  the  noble  Lord  to  charge  the 
Irish  Members  with  Obstruction  ;  but 
let  him  try  it.  We  have  not  obstructed, 
and  he  is  perfectly  aware  of  the  fact. 
He  has  shown  us  a  good  example  in 
this  respect.  In  former  years  I  have 
sat  here  for  many  long  hours  whilst  he 
has  taught  us  the  science  and  art  of 
Obstruction,  and  perhaps  the  time  may 
come  when  we  may  benefit  by  his  teach- 
ing and  follow  in  his  footsteps.  There 
is  not  the  slightest  reason  why  we  should 
be  bullied  by  charges  of  this  kind  when 
we  have  adhered  most  loyally  to  our 
part  of  the  bargain.  We  certainly  shall 
have  to  take  a  division  against  proceed- 
ing with  the  Vote  before  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mb.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) : 
There  are  certain  questions  involved  in 
the  Votee  in  Class  IV.  in  which  I  take 
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great  interest.  For  instance,  there  is 
the  question  of  the  Science  and  Art  De- 
partment. [Laughter.']  Hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  may  laugh ;  perhaps  they 
do  not  Know  that  our  Science  and  Art 
Department  in  Dublin  is  goyerned  from 
London.  Tes ;  it  is.  It  is  actually 
governed  from  London  just  as  much  as 
is  any  other  Irish  Department.  Then 
this  Vote  for  Public  Education  concerns 
a  large  number  of  Irish  people  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  while  we  Irish  Members  are 
here  we  are  determined,  so  far  as  we 
can,  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  our 
fellow-countrymen  in  this  country.  I 
can  only  say,  with  reference  to  what  has 
fallen  from  the  hon.  Member  for  Wigan 
(Mr.  F.  S.  Powell),  that  I  hope  his  con- 
stituency, to  whom  he  has  given  the 
idea  that  he  is  a  supporter  of  denomina- 
tional education,  will  watch  his  conduct 
this  evening,  and  see  that,  when  an  op- 
portunity is  offered  for  forwarding  the 
cause  of  denominational  education,  he 
has  taken  the  very  reverse  course,  and 
has  insisted  on  the  Education  Vote  being 
taken  as  it  stands  on  the  Paper  without 
discussion  and  comment.  [^'  Order, 
order !  *']  If  I  am  out  of  Order  I 
presume  the  Chairman  will  correct 
me. 

The  chairman  :  The  Question  be- 
fore the  Committee  is  that  I  report  Pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mb.  CLANCY  :  I  am  willing  to  obey 
you,  Sir ;  but  I  am  not  willing  to  obey 
the  instructions  of  amateur  Chairmen. 
I  repeat  that  there  are  several  questions 
on  these  Estimates  that  we  are  quite  as 
much  interested  in  as  we  are  in  Irish 
questions,  expressly  so  called. 

Mb.  CONWAY  (Leitrim,  N.) :  I  my- 
self  am  very  much  interested  in  this 
question  of  education,  and  am  prepared 
to  bring  forward  several  questions  which 
I  think  will  commend  themselves  to  the 
Vice  President  of  the  Privy  Council  (Sir 
Henry  Holland),  if  I  have  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  so.  We  to-night  under- 
stood from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  that  in  giving 
way  on  these  Votes  which  we  have 
just  passed,  on  one  of  which  I  had  in- 
tended to  speak — I  have  voluminous 
notes  here  which  I  had  intended  to  use 
— I  say  that  we  understood  in  giving 
way  that  only  Irish  Votes  would  be 
dealt  with.  I  am  prepared  to  deal  with 
the  Eduoation  Question  even  now ;  but 


it  is  only  fair  to  take  into  consideration 
the  interests  of  those  English  Members 
who  have  been  led  astray  with  regard 
to  the  action  of  the  Committee  to-night, 
and  who  have  gone  away  believing  that 
we  should  not  proceed  beyond  the  Irish 
Votes.  These  hon.  Gentlemen  would 
feel  a  serious  grievance  if  no  oppor- 
tunity is  given  them  of  discussing  such 
an  important  Vote  as  this  for  education. 
As  to  what  has  fallen  from  the  hon. 
Member  for  Wigan  (Mr.  F.  8.  Powell), 
I  would  point  out  that  last  Session  we 
had  no  opportunity  of  discussing  the 
Education  Question  at  all.  [**  Oh,  oh !  "1 
Hon.  Gentlemen  may  say  **0h,  oh!" 
but  the  **0h,  oh's!"  were  not  here 
then.  They  know  nothing  about  it. 
Where  ignorance  is  bliss  it  is  folly  to 
be  wise.  A  statement  was  made  by  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown  on  the  Education 
Estimates  in  the  last  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  but  we  who  take  an  interest  in 
the  question  were  limited  to  one  speech. 
The  speeches  made  were  so  very  few 
that  they  attracted  no  public  attention 
at  the  time.  Only  some  half-a-dozen 
Members  spoke,  and  their  remarks  were 
mainly  devoted  to  the  subject  of  techni- 
cal education.  On  the  question  of  edu- 
cation as  it  stands  we  shall  be  able,  if 
we  have  a  proper  opportunity,  to  enter 
into  the  particulars  of  the  grievances 
we  have  in  regard  to  the  Science  and 
Art  Department  and  the  ordinary  school 
institution.  The  hon.  Member  for  Wigan 
(Mr.  F.  S.  Powell)  knows  right  well 
that  we  had  no  opportunity  of  bringing 
up  these  matters  in  the  last  Parliament. 
No  opportunity  was  allowed,  and  we 
depended  upon  the  new  Parliament  for 
an  opportunity  being  given  to  discuss 
the  Votes  at  length.  On  this  Education 
Vote  I  am  prepared  to  ventilate  other 
grievances,  and  there  are  other  Gentle- 
men who  are  equally  interested  in  the 
matter,  and  I  appeal  for  them  as  well  as 
for  myself.  I  do  protest  against  our 
being  called  upon  at  this  late  hour  to 
discuss  Votes  of  such  importance,  espe- 
cially after  the  understanding  which  has 
been  come  to.  The  other  day  I  was 
proud  to  bring  forward  a  gprievance  with 
regard  to  denominational  schools.  There 
are  particular  cases  in  connection  with 
that  matter  that  I  wish  to  bring  forward 
on  the  Education  Vote.  I  and  others 
will  be  prepared  to  deal  with  these  mat- 
ters if  the  Government  will  give  us  a 
little  time. 
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Me.  sexton  {Belfast,  W.,  and  Members  to  coment  to  take  what  I  be- 
Sligo.  8.):  Does  the  noble  Lord  oppo-  lieredtobe  three  orfour  unopposedTotes 
site  (Lord  Bandolph  Churchill)  see  any  ,  which  would  obviously  not  occupy  time, 
use  in  prolonging  this  discussion  ?     Had    and  which  as  a  matter  of  fact,  did  not 

e  not  much  better  go  on  with  the  Bel-    occupy  more  than  a  minute  in  being  put 


fast  Biote  Bill,   and   pass  it    through  |  from  the  Chair.     Then  I  went  on  to  say 

"         '■■      "  ...-  (case  would 

report  Pro- 


'  that  I  apprehended  that  ii 
the  Committee  consent  to  i 


QUER    (Lord    Eanbouh    CHOBcniLi.)    gresa  at  so  early  an  hour  as  20  minntes 
(Paddingfon,  8.):  The  Government  have  ^  to  I  o'tloclc.     ["No,  no!"]     I  venture 


their  own  idea  of  what  is  heet  for  the  i  to  say  that  it  must  have  bf 
convenience  of  the  Committee,  and  cer- 
tainly are  not  iaclined  to  take  any  sug- 
gestion,  after  what  has  happened,  from 
that  quarter. 

Mr.  DILLWYN  (Swansea,  Town) 


I  never  i 


inhor  important  Votes  like  .  yt&a  not 


obvious  to 
Committee  that  it  was  in  my  mind 
that  we  should  proceed  with  other  Votee 
after  disponing  of  the  three  nncontentiona 
Votes  relating  to  Ireland.  I  had  thought 
that  Class  III.  would  be  taken,  for  I 


these  in  Class  IV.,  which  affect  o 


that  the  English  Votes 
that  class  had  already  been  voted. 


to  proceed  with  is  of  an 
iportant  character,  and  therefore  ought 
not  to  be  taken  to-night,  I  would  ven- 


stituencies  so  vitally,  being  entered  upon    Sat  when  the  hon.  Member  for  Swansea 
at  so  late  an  hour  ae  this.     I  heard  what    f  Mr.  Dillwyn)  says  that  the  Vote  which 

took  place  between   the  hon.   Member    '    '  ■   ■  * 

for  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton)  and  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland(Str  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach),  and  there  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  ture  to  remind  him  of  the  important 
clear  understanding  between  them  that  I  statement  made  by  the  right  hon.  Qen- 
the  three  Irish  Votes  which  have  been  tleman  the  late  Vice  President  of  the 
passed  should  be  taken  without  criticism.  |  Council  (Sir  Lyon  Playfair).  The  Edu- 
['•  No,  no  !  "]  Yes  ;  that  was  what  I  cation  Vote  has  already  been  discusaed. 
understood.  We  were  to  take  the  three  [  i  must  say  I  am  sorry  I  acceded  to  the 
Irish  Votes  which  were  not  contentious,  request  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Belfast 
and  then  report  Progress.     I  certainly    (Mr.   Sexton),  seeing  the  turn  matters 


think  it  would  be  very  unfair  to  go 
with  the  Education  Votes,  seeing  that 
English  Members  have  gone  away  on 
the  understanding  that  these  Votes 
would  not  be  taken.  I  repeat  that  the 
Vote  is  one  which  materially  affects  the 
English  couetituencies. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  ton  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  Michael  Hicks- Bkach) 
(Bristol,  W.):  I  thought  the  desire  of  ,  Th 
the  hon.  Member  for  Swansea  (Mr. 
Dillwyn)  to  promote  progress  in  Supply 
would  be  the  same  whutever  Govern- 
ment was  in  Office  ;  but  I  appear  to  have 
been  mistaken.  I  remember  very  dif- 
ferent sentiments  from  those  wbith  have 
fallen  from  the  hon.  Gentleman  being 
espr^ased  by  bim  when  his  own  Party 
were  in  power.  I  distinctly  deny  that 
an  understanding  wss  entered  into  by 
me  to  the  effect  that  Progress  would  be 
reported  after  the  three  uncontentious 
Insh  Votes  were  passed.  I  never  said 
anything  of  the  kind  ;  on  the  contrary, 
in  aaeenting  to  what  I  understood  to  be 
the  request  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Bel- 
fast (Mr.  Sexton)  that  the  Vote  for  the 
Chief  Secretary's  Office  should  sot  be 
proceeded  with  to-night,  I  aaked  boo. 


have  taken.    I  did  so  with  the  view  of 

Eromoting  progress,  hut  it  seems  to 
ave  had  a  contrary  effect. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.,  and 
Sligo,  S.):  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
thinks  it  desirable  we  are  perfectly 
willing  to  go  on  with  the  Estimates  in 
their  proper  order. 

"  MICHAEL  HICKS -BEACH: 
an.  Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr. 
Dillon)  repudiates  the  charge  of  Ob- 
struction. I  do  not  wish  to  say  any- 
thing about  Obstruction ;  but  I  will 
say  this— that  if  we  are  to  spend  as 
much  time  on  the  Votes  which  have 
to  come  as  we  have  spent  in  an  abao- 
lutely  useless  discussion  of  the  Vote  for 
the  Lord  Lieutenant's  Household,  it 
will  be  a  very  long  time  before  we  are 
fortunate  enough  to  arrive  at  the  close 
of  the  present  Session. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (liveriwol, 
Scotland) :  I  do  Dot  wonder  at  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  refraining  from  all  reference  to 
Obstruction,  because  I  suppose  he  wishes 
to  spare  the  blushes  of  the  noble  Lord 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (I^ord 
Baodolph  Churchill].    I 
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at  the  argument  which  has  oome  from 
the  hon.  Member  for  Wigan  (Mr.  F.  S. 
Powell).  He  says  that  the  Education 
Vote  does  not  require  discussion,  because 
the  late  Vice  President  of  the  Council 
(Sir  Lyon  Playfair)  made  a  long  state- 
ment on  the  subject  in  the  last  Parlia- 
ment. Surely  the  hon.  Gentleman  is 
not  forgetful  of  the  fact  that  the  state- 
ment to  which  he  refers  was  made  by 
an  ex-Minister  in  a  dead  Parliament. 
Does  the  hon.  Gentleman  mean  to  say 
that  the  present  Parliament  is  exactly 
the  same  as  the  last  Parliament  ?  I  was 
not  particularly  in  love  with  the  last 
Parliament  ;  but  I  must  say  that  I 
looked  upon  it  as  a  good  deal  better 
than  the  present  Parliament.  Certainly 
there  is  a  very  great  difference  in  its 
constituent  elements.  \^Laughter].  Yes; 
that,  no  doubt,  affords  gratification  to 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite ;  but  it  affords 
equal  satisfaction  to  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
these  Benches.  But  their  gratification 
and  our  satisfaction  are  founded  upon 
the  state  of  facts — namely,  that  this 
Parliament  is  different  from  the  last, 
and  that  any  statement  of  a  Minister  in 
the  last  Parliament  is  not  to  be  taken 
as  in  any  sense  binding  upon  the  pre- 
sent Parliament.  I  must  say  that  the 
friends  and  supporters  of  the  last  Go- 
vernment on  the  Education  Question 
would  be  more  than  astonished  if  they 
found  that  a  demand  made  at  half-past 
1  in  the  morning  that  an  opportunity 
should  be  given  for  the  adequate  dis- 
cussion of  the  Education  Vote  had  been 
refused,  and  that  the  discussion  had 
been  shelved  for  a  Session.  The  con- 
stituencies at  the  last  Election  would 
have  been  very  much  surprised  if  they 
had  known  that  on  the  first  opportunity 
the  Tory  Party  had  of  discussing  the 
Education  Question  they  would  take  the 
course  of  endeavouring  to  smuggle  the 
Vote  through  without  comment  by  what 
I  will  call  a  btratagem,  because  I  do 
not  like  to  call  it  a  trick.  I  protest  in 
the  strongest  manner  to  the  addition 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  has  made  to 
his  original  statement.  I  am  sure  that 
no  one  could  intend  less  than  I  to  cast 
any  aspersion  on  the  hona  fides  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  I  was  not 
present  when  he  made  his  statement; 
and,  therefore,  I  am  not  going  to  give 
an  account  of  what  happened  on  my 
own  authority.    Hon.  Gentlemen  appear 


to  be  unaware  that  it  is  customary  for 
an  hon.  Member  to  stand  up  in  this 
House  and  express  the  views  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  with  whom  he  is  acting. 
Well,  all  my  hon.  Friends  agree  that 
what  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach)  believes  he  said,  and 
what  he  may  have  wished  to  say,  he 
really  did  not  say.  None  of  my  hon. 
Friends  have  any  recollection  of  his 
saying  that  he  hoped  the  Committee 
would  not  report  Progress  at  five 
minutes  to  1  o'clock.  The  understand- 
ing was  that  if  these  non- conten- 
tious Irish  Votes  which  had  been  re- 
ferred to  were  passed,  and  the  Vote  for 
the  Chief  Secretary's  Office  passed  over, 
Progress  would  be  reported.  It  was  on 
these  terms  that  my  hon.  Friends  ab- 
stained from  debating  the  three  Irish 
Votes  that  were  passed ;  but,  in  spite  of 
their  having  performed  their  part  of  the 
engagement,  up  got  the  Government 
and  sprang  upon  them  a  new  Class 
containing  one  of  the  most  important 
Votes  in  the  whole  Estimates.  Now, 
Sir,  fortunately,  we  Irishmen  are  not 
fighting  alone  in  this  matter.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  sitting  below  me  (Mr.  Dill- 
wyn),  who  is  so  high  an  authority  on 
the  Order  of  this  House  and  the  Proce- 
dure of  this  House,  joins  with  us  in 
stating  that  this  Education  Vote  is  o&e 
in  which  a  large  number  of  Members  in 
all  quarters  of  the  House  consider  of 
the  highest  importance.  Well,  a  great 
number  of  Members,  as  has  already 
been  pointed  out,  have  already  gone 
away,  not  anticipating  for  a  moment 
that  the  Education  Votes  would  be 
reached.  Hon.  Members  went  away 
after  putting  questions  on  this  subject 
to  my  hon.  Friends.  [*'No,  no!''] 
Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  seem  to  have 
no  hesitation  in  casting  doubt  upon  the 
statement  of  one  of  the  most  honourable 
men  in  the  House.  Let  them  get  up 
and  say  that  they  do  not  believe  my 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Dillon),  if  they  think 
it  decent  to  do  so.  My  hon.  Friend  has 
distinctly  made  the  statement  that  seve- 
ral hon.  Gentlemen  have  gone  away — 
[**  Name,  name ! "]  I  would  suggest  to 
the  noble  Lord  opposite  that  for  the 
sake  of  decency,  and  to  save  himself 
from  that  which  would  be  a  subject  of 
future  regret,  he  should  abstain  from 
casting  doubt  upon  the  veracity  of  my 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Dillon).  \^Reiuitced 
cries  of  *<  Name !"]    If  hon.  Gentleman 
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are  to  be  interrupted  by  these — ^I  am  at 
a  loss  for  a  word — these  noisy  demon- 
strations, then  all  decent  discussion  is 
at  an  end.  My  hon.  Friend  said  that 
several  Liberal  Members  had  gone  away 
under  the  impression  that  the  Education 
Votes  could  not  be  taken  to-night. 
Would  it  not  be  a  singular  thing  and 
a  surprising  thing  to  these  hon.  Gentle- 
men to  find  that  in  their  absence,  at  this 
hour  of  the  morning,  the  Committee 
were  plunged  into  one  of  the  most  in- 
teresting controversies  which  can  take 
place  within  these  walls  ?  If  the  noble 
Lord  opposite  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
wishes  to  enter  upon  a  career  of  bull- 
dozing and  brow- beating  the  Com- 
mittee, I  can  promise  him  that  the 
heroic  spirit  that  he  himself  practised 
for  five  years  on  the  Bench  below  me 
has  not  been  lost  upon  us. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.):  On  behalf 
of  myself  and  my  Friends,  I  wish  to 
say  that,  whatever  feeling  the  Govern- 
ment may  profess  to  entertain  with  re- 
gard to  our  action,  it  is  outrageously 
untrue  to  charge  us  with  disloyalty  to 
our  engagements.  It  was  monstrous  to 
say  that  we  have  been  guilty  of  any 
disloyalty  in  this  transaction.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  said  he  would  withdraw  the 
contentious  Irish  Votes  in  order  to 
make  Progress.  Those  Votes  were  ac- 
cordingly postponed  in  order  that  three 
other  Votes  might  be  taken.  These  we 
immediately  gave  him.  There  was  no 
further  understanding  as  to  what  should 
be  done  after  that.  I  do  not  state  that 
he  or  any  other  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment gave  us  to  understand  that  after 
that  Progress  would  be  reported.  I 
say  that  frankly.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  never  said  one  word  that 
reached  our  ears  that  he  would  not  re- 
port Progress.  I  fully  understood  that 
the  Government  did  intend  to  report 
Progress.  What  occurred  after  that 
transaction  ?  Why,  the  Government 
have  clearly  shown  that  they  did  not 
look  ahead  at  all.  Let  them  remember 
what  has  occurred.  Class  II.  being  dis- 
posed of,  one  would  have  thought  that 
the  Government  would  have  looked 
ahead  ;  but  they  proposed  to  take  Class 
III.,  the  first  Vote  of  which  is  for 
^*  Criminal  Prosecutions  and  other  Law 
Charges  in  Ireland.'^  I,  of  course,  got 
up  and  protested  against  that  Vote  being 
taken,  and  the  Government  at  once  ad- 
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mitted  that  it  was  another  contentious 
Irish  Vote.  I  say  they  did  not  look 
ahead,  and  no  one  on  the  Government 
Bench  knew  what  was  about  to  be  done. 
They  had  to  hold  a  hurried  consultation, 
and  when  they  found  that  all  the  Votes  in 
Class  III.  were  contentious  they  passed 
on  to  Class  IV.  I  submit  that  Uiat  is 
not  the  way  to  do  business  at  a  quarter 
to  1  in  the  morning.  I  say,  even  they 
themselves  did  not  know  that  this  Edu- 
cation Vote  was  coming  on.  On  the 
face  of  it,  it  is  clear  that  they  could  hot 
originally  have  intended  to  bring  on  for 
discussion  at  this  hour  of  the  morning 
a  subject  which  is  decidedly  of  the 
greatest  importance,  and  a  subject  upon 
which  in  the  present  Parliament  not  a 
single  syllable  has  yet  been  said.  The 
course  proposed  is  preposterous ;  and  I 
say,  if  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Randolph 
Churchill)  thinks  he  is  going  to  frighten 
us  by  hinting  at  Obstruction,  he  is  very 
much  mistaken  in  the  effect  it  is  likely  to 
produce. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) :  It  was  I  who  moved  the  Motion 
to  report  Progress,  and  I  wish  to  say  a 
word — [^Cries  of  ** Divide,  divide!"  and 
interruption,']  I  wish  to  point  out — 
\_Cries  of  ** Agreed!"  and  eontinuid  m- 
terruption."]  When  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  have  finished  I  will  g^  on. 
I  was  going  to  point  out  that,  whatever 
may  be  the  merits  of  this  agreement 
with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
or  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  and 
hon.  Members  who  came  from  Ireland, 
that  agreement  does  not  bind  us  who  are 
English  Radicals.  We  come  here,  as  I 
have  had  occasion  before  to  remark,  in 
the  fulfilment  of  our  duty.  One  of  the 
most  important  duties  we  have  to  fulfil 
is  to  look  after  the  interests  of  our  con- 
stituents in  regard  to  this  matter  of  edu- 
cation.   Education  is  one  of  the  most 

• 

important  questions  that  can  come  before 
the  House ;  and  when  we  are  asked  to 
vote  money  at  this  hour  of  the  morning 
amidst  an  exhibition  of  childish  im- 
patience— when  I  see  we  are  asked  to 
vote  away  more  than  £1,000,000,  which 
represents  an  enormous  proportion  of 
the  total  Education  Vote,  I  think  it  is 
quite  time  that  we  insisted  on  Progress 
being  reported.  [Crw  of  "Agreed!" 
"Divide!"  and  continued  interruption.'} 
I  say  without  the  slightest  hesitation 
that  in  face  of  the  persistent  intemip- 
tion  of   hon.   (Gentlemen  oppoeite   no 


305 


Supply — Civil  {Seftembeb  13,  1886}        Service  JSatimaUs. 


306 


decent  progress  can  be  made.  There 
are  many  of  us  who  did  not  have  an  op- 
portunity of  taking  part  in  the  discus- 
sion of  the  Education  Estimates  in  the 
late  Parliament  on  the  statement  of  the 
Vice  President  of  the  Council  (Sir  Lyon 
Playfair),  although  we  had  many  im- 
portant questions  to  raise  and  many 
important  matters  to  discuss.  I  am 
glad  to  agree  with  the  noble  Lord  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on  the 
point  he  has  put  before  the  Committee. 
He '  has  expressed  his  desire  of  seeing 
these  Votes  passed  with  expedition  and 
decency.  We  are  desirous  of  seeing  them 
passed  with  decency,  and  if  decency  can 
be  had  together  with  expedition  all  the 
better  for  us.  All  I  can  say  is  that  neither 
decency  nor  expedition  is  likely  to  be 
served  by  exhibitions  of  angry  feeling 
on  the  part  of  Gentlemen  on  the  oppo- 
site Benches.  I  have  only  one  word 
more  to  say,  and  it  is  this — if  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  thinks  he  is 
going  to  get  this  Vote  passed  to-night  he 
is  mistaken,  for  it  will  not  be  passed. 

Mr.  p.  J.  POWER  (Waterford,  E.): 
I  desire  to  say  that  the  remarks  which 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  states 
that  he  addressed  to  the  Committee  did 
not  reach  this  portion  of  the  House.  I 
think  the  position  taken  up  by  the  Go- 
Temment  is  more  than  unreasonable. 
They  have  already  taken  14  Votes  for 
Ireland  and  Scotland,  and  I  can  assure 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  have  had  but  a 
short  experience  in  this  House  that  to 
obtain  that  number  of  Votes  in  the 
evening  is  very  good  work.  If  the  noble 
Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
will  go  back  to  the  time  when  he  sat  on 
these  Benches  below  the  Gangway,  and 
when  he  was  a  thorn  in  the  side  of  Sir 
Stafiford  Northcote,  he  will  recollect  that 
one  Vote  at  a  Sitting  was  considered 
sufficient.  I  say  that  the  programme 
of  to-night  has  been  adhered  to.  We 
understood  that  when  certain  uncontested 
Votes  were  taken  we  were  to  report 
Progress ;  and  we  contend  that  the 
Vote  which  the  Government  are  now 
seeking  to  take  is,  perhaps,  one  of 
the  most  contentious  on  the  Paper. 
It  is  one  in  which  Irish  Members 
have  a  very  g^eat  interest,  and  in 
which  the  people  of  Ireland  have  a 
BtroDg  interest ;  and  I  assure  the  Go- 
vernment that  it  is  one  in  the  discussion 
of  which  we  intend  to  take  an  active 
part.      The   Government  will  perceive 


from  the  attitudes  of  some  of  their  fol- 
lowers that  the  Committee  is  not  in  a 
proper  frame  of  mind  to  go  to-night  into 
this  complicated  matter,  which  wiL 
require  for  its  consideration  more  cool- 
ness than  is  likely  to  be  displayed  on 
the  opposite  Benches.  Be  that  as  it 
ma5%  we  are  determined  that  the  Go- 
vernment shall  not  proceed  with  the 
Vote  until  we  have  exhausted  all  the 
Forms  of  the  House  to  prevent  it. 

Mb.  BIGGAR  (Cavan,  W.):  The 
Committee  will  be  aware  that  in  the 
Parliament  of  1880  we  had  some  expe- 
rience of  late  Sittings  ;  but  in  the  Par- 
liament of  1874-80  half- past  12  o'clock 
was  looked  upon  as  the  proper  time  for 
reporting  Progress.  It  was  then  under- 
stood that  Supply  should  not  be  con- 
tinued after  1  o'clock  in  the  morning ; 
and  I  do  not  think  the  noble  Lord  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  any 
right  to  make  a  very  strong  protest 
against  alleged  Obstruction,  seeing  that 
no  Motion  to  report  Progress  was  made 
until  half -past  12  to-night.  In  addition 
to  that  I  may  say  that  I  recollect  that  on 
one  occasion  the  Scotch  Fishery  Vote 
occupied  the  whole  of  the  Sitting ;  at 
any  rate,  the  debate  was  very  prolonged. 
But  to-night  the  discussion  on  the 
Fishery  Vote  has  been  confined  entirely 
to  Scotch  Members.  Well,  Sir,  taking 
the  matter  for  all  in  all,  I  think  that 
the  number  of  Votes  obtained  by  the 
Government  ought  to  satisfy  the  noble 
Lord.  The  last  Vote  was  eminently  one 
for  discussion,  and  I  do  not  think  it  can 
be  said  that  we  have  discussed  it  at  any 
great  length.  It  is  unreasonable  to  tell 
us,  under  the  circumstances,  that  we  are 
to  go  on  with  a  Vote  of  a  very  contentious 
kind  at  half-past  1  in  the  morning. 

Mb.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.,  and 
Sligo,  S.) :  I  think  hon.  Members  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  will  agree  that 
the  Chairman  is  as  likely  to  draw  a 
correct  conclusion  as  to  what  was  said 
as  any  Member  of  the  House.  You  will 
recollect,  Mr.  Courtney,  that  you  put 
from  the  Chair  the  Question  that  you 
should  report  Progress. 

Mr.  MOLLOY  (King's  Co.,  Birr) : 
Several  of  my  hon.  Friends  have  left  the 
House  on  the  understanding  that  this 
Vote  would  not  be  proceeded  with ;  and 
I  am  sure  that  if  any  one  of  them  had 
had  the  slightest  idea  that  this  important 
question  would  come  on,  he  would  have 
remained  to  take  part  in  the  discussion. 
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My  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Poplar 
(Mr.  Buxton),  believing  that  there  was 
no  more  important  Business  to  come  on, 
went  away,  and  I  am  certain  that  it  never 
entered  iato  bis  mind  that  this  im- 
portant Vote  would  be  taken.  I  appeal 
to  theGovernment  as  to  whether  it  is  fair, 
in  the  absence  of  Members  more  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  education  even 
than  the  Government  themselves,  to 
bring  on  a  Vote  which  these  hon. 
Members  can  have  no  opportunity  of 
discussing  ?  I  do  not  think  it  fair  that 
the  Education  Vote  should  be  brought 
forward. 

Mr.  AETHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal,  E.) :  Before  we  go  into  the  Lobby 
for  the  first  of  what  may  be  a  long 
series  of  divisions,  I  appeal  to  the  noble 
Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
say  whether  it  would  not  be  more  con- 
ducive to  the  dignity  of  the  House  and 
to  our  own  convenience  to  settle  this 
question  without  going  into  the  Lobby 
at  all  ?  It  is  desirable  that  we  should 
not  perambulate  the  Lobbies  for  an  hour, 
or  an  hour  and  a- half,  to  settle  this  dis- 
pute ;  because  that  is  what  will  un- 
doubtedly happen  unless  the  Govern- 
ment agree  to  report  Progress.  But 
there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  hap- 
pen. The  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  has  told  us  that 
he  made  an  announcement  to  the  Com- 
mittee, having  in  his  own  mind  a  clear 
understanding  of  what  the  intention  of 
the  Government  was.  The  statement  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  is,  to  my  mind, 
sufficient ;  but  I  am  quite  satisfied  that 
hon.  Members  on  these  Benches  did  not 
hear  it,  and  did  not  come  to  the  same 
understanding.  I  appeal  to  the  memory 
of  hon.  Members  of  this  and  of  the  last 
Parliament  whether  there  is  any  more 
fruitful  cause  of  dissension  than  these 
so-called '  *  understandings  ? ' '  The  reason 
of  this  is  to  be  found  always  in  some  de- 
parture from  the  recognized  position. 
Now,  the  understanding  we  had  was 
that  the  Votes  were  to  be  taken  seriatim 
in  the  order  in  which  they  appeared  on 
the  Paper.  The  Government  asked  to 
be  allowed  to  take  one  or  two  non- 
contentious  Votes,  and  these  we  allowed 
to  be  taken  ;  then  a  departure  from  that 
position  occurred,  the  Government  pro- 
posing to  go  on  to  Class  IV. ;  but  it 
certainly  was  never  in  the  mind  of  Mem- 
bers on  either  side  of  the  House  that 
this   Vote  should  be    proceeded  with. 

Mr.  Molloy 


Under  these  circumstances,  you  cannot 
get  a  very  considerable  section  of  the 
House  to  enter  upon  the  consideration 
of  the  Education  Estimates ;  and  even  if 
you  try,  you  will  do  nothing  more  than 
walk  about  the  Lobby  for  an  hour  and 
a-half,  at  the  end  of  which  time  every- 
one will  be  thoroughly  disgusted  with 
the  proceedings.  There  is  an  easy  way 
of  avoiding  tlus.  [  *  *  No,  no !  "  ]  I  sug- 
gest that  the  Vote  put  from  the  Chair 
— namely,  the  first  Vote  of  Class  IV. — 
should  be  withdrawn,  and  that  we 
should  recur  to  the  Vote  which  we  ought 
to  have  taken  up  according  to  arrange- 
ment. 

Mr.  J.  NOLAN  (Louth,  N.) :  The 
noble  Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer has  made  repeated  charges  of  Ob- 
struction against  Members  on  this  side  of 
the  House.  Now,  I  respectfully  submit 
that  the  charge  of  Obstruction  cannot  be 
brought  against  me,  inasmuch  as  I  have 
not  ventured  to  address  the  Committee 
throughout  the  evening.  I  have  listened 
to  the  very  temperate  addresses  made 
by  my  Colleagues  to  the  Leader  of  the 
House,  and  also  to  the  appeal  made  to 
him  by  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  re- 
spected Members  of  this  Assembly.  A 
deaf  ear  has  been  turned  to  these  ap- 
peals ;  and  I  venture  to  say  with  all 
respect,  no  matter  what  the  consequence 
may  be,  that  I,  for  one,  am  determined 
to  persist  to  the  end  in  the  present 
opposition  to  the  Government.  I  pro- 
test against  hon.  Members  being  forced 
to  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  a 
most  important  Vote  in  an  undignified 
manner.  I  think  we  may  safely  appeal 
to  the  feelings  of  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  to  put  an  end  now  to  what 
otherwise  is  likely  to  be  a  very  pro- 
longed discussion,  and  one  which  is 
likely  to  degenerate  into  an  unseemly 
wrangle.  Hon.  Members  opposite  hayo 
not  displayed  during  the  past  hour  that 
feeling  which  would  lead  us  to  expect 
that  they  would  give  a  fair,  cairn,  and 
impartial  consideration  to  the  Vote  which 
the  Government  wish  to  bring  on.  As 
my  hon.  Friend  has  stated,  the  question 
of  education  is  not  a  purely  English 
question ;  it  is  one  in  which  the  Irish 
Members  take  a  very  deep  interest.  I 
have  been  for  years  engaged  in  the 
work  of  education  in  this  country,  and 
I  know  that  there  are  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  Irishmen  in  England,  the 
education  of  whose  children  is  a  "^-   ~ 
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whicli  is  very  dear  to  them ;  and,  with 
the  exception,  perhaps,  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  lor  the  Scotland 
Division  of  Liverpool  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Con- 
nor), there  is  no  Representative  in  the 
House  to  put  forward  their  views.  For 
these  reasons  I  unite  with  my  Colleagues 
in  their  appeal  to  the  Government  to 
allow  the  Business  to  come  to  a  close. 

Mb.  DEASY  (Mayo,  W.) :  I  am  sorry 
to  see  that  the  noble  Lord  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  appears  to  be  about  to 
leave  the  House.    It  must  be  patent  to 
everyone  who   has  had    experience   in 
matters  of  this  kiud  that  it  is  useless  to 
prolong  the  present  discussion  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  large  number  of  Members 
who  support  the  Motion  before  the  Com- 
mittee.    Suppose  we  were  to  give  way 
on  the  question  and  allow  the  Education 
Vote  to   be  discussed,  what   would  be 
the  consequence  ?    There  would  be  very 
few  Gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House 
who  would  not  have  many  observations 
to  make.      Irish  Members  are  deeply 
interested  in    this    question.     A  great 
number  of  us  have  been  through  Eng- 
land during  the  last  Election,  and  we 
know  from  actual  contact  with  Irishmen 
in  this  country   that  there  are    many 
grievances  which  they  desire  to  have  re- 
dressed.    I  may  remind  the  Committee 
that  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
King's  County  (Mr.  Molloy)  has  given 
the  names  of  Gentlemen — Members  of 
the  Royal  Commission — who  have  left 
the  House,  but  were  very  anxious  to  speak 
upon  this  Vote.     It  is  evident  that  many 
Ikiglish  Members  above  the  Gangway 
have  also  this  question  at  heart.     For 
myself,  I  take  a  very  deep  interest  in  the 
Education  Question,  and  I  shall  certainly 
have  something  to  say  on  the  subject  if 
I  have  the  opportunity;  but  at  this  hour 
none  of  us  can  agree  that  this  is  a  proper 
opportunity,  and  we  think,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  we  cannot  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected to  eit  here  till  7  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  which  will  be  the  case  if  the 
Government  choose  to  keep  us.   I,  there- 
fore, appeal  to  the  Government  to  make 
no  attempt  to  force  on  the  discussion  of 
the  Education  Vote.    I  remember  that 
in  one  Session  the  discussion  on  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's    Household    occupied   the 
entire  night,  but  on  this  occasion  it  has 
not  occupied  more  than  an  hour  and  a 
half ;  and  with  regard  to  other  Votes  I 
may  aay  that  the  consideration  of  the 
Vote  for  the  Board  of  Works  and  other 


similar  matters  might  reasonably  have 
occupied  more  time  than  has  been  ex- 
pended upon  them  to-day.     I  must  say 
that  if  we  had  understood   the   Chief 
Secretary  to  make  the  statement  which 
he  alleges  he  did  make  in  the  course  of 
his  speech,    we  should  have  taken   a 
very   different    course    with  regard   to 
three  of  the  Votes  which  have  been 
passed.     I  think  that  the  progress  made 
to-night  in  taking  13  Scotch,  English, 
and  Irish  Votes,  including  one  most  im- 
portant Irish  Vote,  ought  to  satisfy  the 
ambition  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 
"We  are  not  anxious  to  remain  here — on 
the  contrary,  we  are  quite  as  alive  to  the 
desirability   of  getting  home  as  other 
Members  of  the  House.    We  may  not 
have  quite  the  same  inducements ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  we  have  a  great  deal  to 
do  in  Ireland,  and  after  a  very  long  and 
laborious  Session  we  are  entitled  to  have 
a  long  rest,  and  that  rest  will  be  quite 
as  much  needed  by  us  as  by  Gentlemen 
opposite.    I  can  assure  the  Committee 
that  the  Education  Vote,  when  it  does 
come  forward,  will  be  discussed  point  by 
point.    If  we  bring  it  on  now  it  is  clear 
that  Gentlemen  opposite  are  not  in  a 
position  to  discuss  it  in  a  temperate  and 
proper  manner.     The  scenes  we  have 
witnessed  for  the  last  hour  have  had  the 
effect  of  placing  us  in  a  state  of  mind  by 
no  means  conducive  to  the  proper  con- 
sideration of  the  Vote.   The  word  *'  Ob- 
struction "  has  been  hurled  at  us  freely. 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  we  have  had  no 
intention  whatever  of  obstructing  the 
Business  of  the  House.     We  desire  no- 
thing more  than  a  full  and  open  discus- 
sion of  a  question  in  which  we  take  a  deop 
interest,  and  we  have  certainly  not  pushed 
our  opposition  to  an  improper  length. 
P'  Oh,  oh !  "]    I  would  ask  hon.  Mem- 
bers to  go  back  and  say  what  time  this 
Vote  would  have  occupied  in  a  former 
Session  of  Parliament,  more  especially 
under  the  conduct  of  the  noble  Lord 
when  he  sat  on  these  Benches.     I  do  not 
think  there  are  any  grounds  whatever 
for  charging  us  with  Obstruction ;  and 
certainly,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
repudiate  the  idea  that  I  have  made  any 
attempt  in  this  or  any  other  Session  to 
obstruct  the  Business  of  the  House.    It 
seems  to  me  quite  right  that  we  should 
take    any    steps    that   may  be    neces- 
sary to  prevent  any   further   process 
in  the  Estimates  being  made  to-night. 
We  were  first  told  to  consider  Class  III., 
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but  this  was  changed,  and  we  were  then 
told  to  go  on  with  Class  lY.  It  appears 
to  me  that  the  Government  did  not  know 
what  Class  to  go  on  with,  and  I  am  sure 
that  had  they  known  at  the  time  that  the 
Education  Vote  was  the  first  of  the  Class 
they  would  have  agreed  to  Progress 
being  reported.  But  they  have  got  into 
a  line,  and  they  are  determined  to  keep 
to  it. 

Mb.  TOMLINSON  (Preston) :  I  rise 
to  Order,  and  wish  to  ask  whether  the 
hon.  Member  is  speaking  to  the  Motion 
before  the  Committee  ? 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  very  discursive  in  his  remarks,  and 
I  must  invite  him  to  be  more  precise. 

Mr.  DEASY  :  I  wish  to  impress  upon 
the  minds  of  hon.  Members  opposite 
that  their  interruptions  will  not  have 
the  effect  of  advancing  the  Business  of 
the  Committee.  I  shall  conclude  by  ex- 
pressing a  hope  that  on  no  consideration 
will  the  Yote  which  the  noble  Lord 
wishes  to  be  taken  be  g^ven  to  the  Go- 
vernment to- night,  and,  if  for  no  other 
reason,  because  the  Committee  is  not  in 
a  condition  to  discuss  it  in  a  proper  spirit. 

Mb.  YERBURGH  (Chester) :  I  think 
it  must  be  very  evident  to  hon.  Gentle- 
men who  have  listened  to  the  remarks 
made  on  both  sides  of  the  House  that 
there  is  a  misunderstanding  in  this  case. 
It  is  clear  to  me  that  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men on  the  Treasury  Bench  have  put 
forward  an  arrangement  which  in  some 
way  has  been  misunderstood.  There  is 
an  entire  misunderstanding  between  the 
Government  and  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site, and  I  would  appeal  to  both  sides 
whether  it  is  not  possible  for  some  under- 
standing to  be  arrived  at. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  54  J 
Noes  150:  Majority  96.— (Div.  List, 
No.  31.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOR  (Tipperary,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  move,  Mr.  Courtney,  that  you 
do  now  leave  the  Chair. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 
^*  That  the  Chairman  do  now  leave  the 
Chtiir:'— {Mr.  John  O'Connor.) 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  55  ; 
Noes  154:  Majority  99.— (Div.  List, 
No.  82.) 

Original  Question  again  prox)osed. 
Mr.  Deuey 


Mr.  hunter  (Aberdeen,  N.):  I 
beg  to  move,  Sir,  that  you  do  report 
Progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.  It 
is  now  24  minutes  past  2  o'clock,  and  it 
cannot  be  expected  that  at  such  an 
hour  we  should  pass  on  to  the  discus- 
sion of  such  an  important  subject  as  the 
English  Education  Estimates.  I  am 
one  of  those  who  consider  that  the  Com- 
mittee would  best  consult  its  own  dig- 
nity and  the  advantage  of  the  country  if 
it  adjourned  not  later  than  half -past  12 
o'clock  every  night,  and  I  am  quite  pre- 
pared to  join  every  League  that  may  be 
established  for  early  closing.  It  seems 
to  me  that  it  is  most  unreasonable  to 
expect  those  of  us  who  are  private 
Members,  and  are  not,  like  the  Govern- 
ment, paid  for  their  attendance,  to  re- 
main until  the  small  hours  of  the  morn- 
ing— those  of  us,  particularly,  who  have 
to  get  up  in  the  morning  to  do  our  own 
private  work.  I  trust  the  Government 
will  be  reasonable,  and  will  come  to  the 
conclusion  which  I  think  every  reason- 
able man  should  come  to — namely,  that 
half-past  2  o'clock  in  the  morning  is  not 
the  time  to  begin  the  discussion  of  im- 
portant Estimates. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'^  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.*' — 
{Mr.  Hunter.) 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Gal way,  N.):  I 
would  appeal  to  the  noble  Lord  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  not  to  per- 
sist in  his  refusal  to  allow  Prog^ress  to 
be  reported.  He  said  earlier  in  the 
evening  that  he  would  not  allow  Vro- 
gross  to  be  reported  without  making  a 
strong  protest.  Well,  he  has  made 
a  strong  protest.  He  has  taken  two 
divisions,  and  has  been  supported  by  a 
considerable  majority.  [  *  *  Hear,  hear  I ' '] 
I  quite  allow  it.  No  less  than  150  Mem- 
bers have  stayed  with  the  Gt>vernment, 
all  Conservatives;  but  the  noble  Lord 
will  allow  that  there  is  a  formidable 
minority,  and  that  for  55  Gentlemen  to 
be  kept  together  at  so  late  an  hour  in 
order  to  resist  what  they  conceive  to  be 
an  inconsiderate  method  of  dealing  with 
important  Estimates  is  a  most  unusual 
thing.  The  noble  Lord  may  ohoose  to 
keep  us  here  until  5  or  6  o'olodc  in  the 
morning;  but  he  must  remember  that 
he  is  deeding  with  Scotch  and  English 
Members  as  well  as  Irish  MemberSi  and 
that  they  do  not  think  that  British  Esti- 
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mates  ought  to  be  dealt  with  at  half- 
past  2  o'clock  in  the  morning.  \J*  Oh, 
oh ! "]  Well,  there  may  be  some  Eng- 
lish and  Scotch  Members  who  would 
like  to  go  on  with  Supply;  but,  as  I 
say,  there  are  others  who  do  not  think 
that  such  matters  should  be  proceeded 
with  at  hail-past  2  in  the  morning.  My 
opinion  is — though,  perhaps,  it  is  not 
worth  very  much — that  the  view  of  the 
55  Members  is  worth  more  than  of  the 
154.  I  maintain  that  it  is  no  use  con- 
tinuing this  wrangle,  and  that  nothing 
is  likely  to  come  of  it  beyond  the  keep- 
ing of  us  out  of  bed  two  or  three  hours 
longer.  Enough  has  already  taken  place 
to  inspire  the  Conservative  papers — 
[**  Oh,  oh  !  "]— yes,  they  will  all  be  able 
to  write  upon  it  to-morrow.  The  whole  of 
this  thing  has  been  got  up  in  order  that 
to-morrow  the  Conservative  papers  may 
write  that  the  Irish  Members  are  offer- 
ing undue  opposition  to  the  Estimates. 
[*•  Hear,  hear !  "]  Hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  bear  me  out.  Well,  but  we 
are  not  opposing  the  Estimates,  nor 
have  we  been  doing  so.  We  have  only 
been  insisting  upon  the  proper  conside- 
ration of  them ;  and  I  think  such  of  the 
newspapers  as  are  not  blinded  by  their 
prejudices  will  say  that,  on  the  whole, 
there  is  a  good  deal  to  be  said  in  favour 
of  not  proceeding  with  the  Education 
Estimates  at  half- past  2  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  I  would  point  out  to  the  noble 
Lord  that  he  will  not  strengthen  his 
protest  by  taking  more  than  two  divi- 
sions. Whether  he  takes  six  or  two, 
it  will  come  absolutely  to  the  same 
thing. 

General  GOLDSWOETHY  (Ham- 
mersmith) :  As  an  independent  Member 
sent  here  to  represent  my  constituents, 
and  to  assist  in  carrying  on  the  Busi- 
ness of  the  country — [**Hear,  hear!  " 
and  laughter] — I  must  protest  against 
the  proceedings  of  this  evening.  No 
doubt,  half- past  2  o'clock  is  not  a 
reasonable  hour  at  which  to  begin  the 
consideration  of  the  Education  Esti- 
mates ;  but  I  must  say  that  half-past  12 
was,  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
present  Session,  a  very  reasonable  hour. 
Hon.  Members  have  been  wasting  time 
since  half-past  12  o'clock.  ['*  Hear, 
hear!"]     I  cannot  consider  that  any 

food  would  be  served  by  dividing  the 
[ouse  because  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  did  not  know  the  name  of  a 
•ubordinate  in  one  of  the  offices.    Tet 


this  was  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Camborne  Division  of  Cornwall 
(Mr.  Oonybeare).  I  wonder  if  the  hon. 
Member  is  acquainted  with  the  name  of 
the  housekeeper  in  the  office  to  which  he 
referred.  Unnecessary  delay  has  taken 
place,  simply  because  certain  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen below  the  Gangway  on  the  Oppo- 
sition side  have  made  arrangements  with 
other  Members  occupying  seats  on  the 
same  side  that  certain  Estimates  shall 
not  be  taken.  They  have  practically 
done  that.  Practically,  then,  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  Business  of  this 
House  is  to  rest  with  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  rather  than  with  the  noble 
Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer. I  myself  am  prepared  to  stop 
here  to  any  hour  which  may  be  con- 
sidered necessary  as  a  protest  against 
the  waste  of  time  which  has  taken  place 
this  evening.  The  hon.  Member  who 
last  spoke — [An  hon.  Membeb:  Hon. 
and  gallant.] — yes ;  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  who  last  spoke — I  give  him 
the  •* gallant"  willingly,  for  we  served 
together  some  years  ago.  He  said  that 
the  remarks  on  some  of  the  Estimates 
had  not  been  unreasonable.  I  say  that 
those  remarks  were  unreasonable,  be- 
cause, as  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  have 
desired  to  commence  consideration  of 
debateable  matter  at  that  hour  when  it 
suited  them,  I  hold  that  the  majority 
ought  to  rule  the  minority.  I  hope 
that  will  always  be  the  case,  especially 
where  the  majority  is  so  large  as  it  is 
on  the  present  occasion. 

Mb.  KIMBER  (Wandsworth):  Mr. 
Courtney,  I  beg  to  call  your  attention 
to  Standing  Order  No.  11,  which  is  in 
these  terms — 

*'  If  Mr.  Speaker,  or  the  Chairman  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  shall  be  of  opinion 
that  a  Motion  for  the  Adjournment  of  a  Debate, 
or  of  the  House  during  any  debate,  or  that  the 
Chairman  do  report  Progress,  or  do  leave  the 
Chair,  is  an  abuse  of  the  Kules  of  the  House,  he 
may  forthwith  put  the  Question  thereupon  from 
the  Chair," 

and  to  ask  your  opinion  whether, 
as  Chairman  of  this  Committee  — 
*'  Order ! "]— I  think  I  am  in  Order, 
~r.  Courtney,  in  asking  your  opinion  as 
to  whether,  having  regard  to  the  way  in 
which  the  last  two  hours  have  been  con- 
sumed, and  to  the  fact  that  the  present 
Motion  is  the  third  of  the  same  kind 
that  has  been  made  within  the  last  two 
hours,  this  Motion  is  not  an  abuse  of 
the  Bules  of  the  House  ? 
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Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland)  :  On  the  point  of  Order  I 
would  like  to  ask  you  whether  the  plain 
meaning  and  spirit  of  that  Bule  is  that 
the  Chairman  of  Committees  shall  form 
that  opinion  of  his  own  motion  and 
initiative  ;  and  I  would  like,  further,  to 
ask  yon  whether,  if  any  suggestion  be 
made  to  the  Chairman  of  Committees  on 
a  question  like  this,  it  should  not  come 
from  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  observations  of  the  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor)  are  out  of  Order. 
Neither  is  it  a  question  of  Order  to  ask 
the  Chairman  what  his  opinion  may  be 
as  to  what  transpires  in  this  House. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E):  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  (Qeneral  Golds- 
worthy)  who  has  just  addressed  the 
Committee  before  this  disorderly  inter- 
ruption took  place  gave  it  as  his  opinion 
that  in  all  cases  the  majority  in  this 
House  should  rule  the  minority.  Now, 
if  that  doctrine  had  always  been  put 
into  force  no  reform  would  over  have 
taken  place  in  this  country,  because  I 
never  heard  of  any  reform  or  change 
being  made  without  its  first  of  all  being 
advocated  by  a  minority.  [  *  *  Question ! "  ] 
The  question  is,  whether  our  position 
was  a  reasonable  one  when  this  wrangle 
was  started  ?  [  *  *  No ! "  ]  I  say  it  was.  I  say 
it  was  a  position  assumed  in  good  faith, 
and  according  to  what  we  understood 
to  be  an  agreement ;  and,  furthermore, 
laying  aside  that  altogether,  I  maintain 
that  the  hour  at  which  the  proposition  to 
report  Progress  was  made  from  these 
Benches  was  not  an  unreasonable  hour 
to  make  such  a  Motion.  Hon.  Members 
have  totally  misrepresented  the  position 
which  we  took  up.  My  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton) 
said  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland— [**  Agreed, 
agreed  !  "]  We  have  not  agreed.  My 
hon.  Friend  told  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  that  we  were  quite  prepared  to 
go  on  with  certain  Irish  Votes  if  the 
Government  thought  it  was  convenient. 
The  Government  said  they  did  not  con- 
sider it  was  convenient.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  West  Belfast  distinctly  said  we 
were  prepared  to  go  on  with  these  Votes 
if  it  was  convenient;  but  the  Gt)vern- 
ment  got  up  and  said — **  No ;  we  admit 
that  it  is  not  a  suitable  time  of  the  night 
to  enter  on  so  important  a  discussion  as 
that  for  Law  Charges  in  Ireland ;  but 


we  consider  that  if  we  postpone  this 
Vote  we  are  entitled  to  ask  for  the 
assistance  of  hon.  Members  in  taking 
three  Votes,"  which  were  named.  We 
accepted  that  arrangement,  and,  so  far 
as  we  are  concerned,  it  has  been  honour- 
ably carried  out.  I  maintain,  therefore, 
it  is  preposterous  to  charge  us  with  any 
failure  to  carry  out  the  agreement  which 
was  arrived  at.  The  hon.  and  mllant 
Gentleman  (General  G^ldsworthy),  who 
was  particularly  inflamed,  seemed  to 
think  that  we  claimed  to  regulate  the 
Business  of  the  House ;  he  said  that  we 
had  made  an  arrangement  with  English 
Members.  Now,  nothing  could  be  more 
distant  from  the  real  facts  of  the  case. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  is  a 
new  Member  of  the  House  ;  but  any 
Gentleman  who  has  s&t  for  any  con- 
siderable leng^  of  time  during  discus- 
sions in  Committee  of  Supply  knows 
perfectly  well  that  nothing  is  more  com- 
mon than  for  one  class  of  Members  in- 
terested in  one  class  of  Votes  to  oome  to 
others  and  ask  the  question — ''  Can  you 
tell  us  whether  your  discussion  will  oc- 
cupy the  whole  night  or  not  ?  "  Thene 
exchanges  are  the  ordinary  courtesies  of 
the  House.  What  happened  to-night 
was  this — a  number  of  English  Mem- 
bers came  to  us  and  said — **  Do  yoa  be- 
lieve the  Irish  Votes  will  oocupy  the 
whole  of  this  evenine  ?  "  We  said  we 
did  believe  they  would.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  is  quite  wrong  in 
supposing  that  we  regulate  the  Bonnesa 
of  the  House ;  it  is  not  we  who  regulate 

the  nil fti  D OSS 

Mb.  DE  lisle  (Leicestershire,  Mid) : 
Mr.  Courtney,  I  beg  to  ask  you  whether 
the  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  guilty  of 
tedious  repetition  ? 

Thb  CHAIRMAN  :  Order,  order ! 
That  is  not  a  point  of  Order  at  alL 

Mb.  DILLON :  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  (General  Gbldsworthy)  ac- 
cused us  of  undertaking  to  reg^ulate  the 
Business  of  this  House.  We  have  not 
undertaken  for  a  single  moment  to  re- 
gelate the  Business  of  this  House ;  but 
we  did  understand  that  the  Business  of 
the  House  had  been  regulated  by  the 
Gt)vemment,  and  upon  Uieir  regulation 
we  relied  when  we  endeavoured  to  give 
information  to  English  Members,  which 
I  have  now  learned  for  the  first  time  is 
to  be  considered  a  crime  in  this  Hoase 
— when  we  endeavoured  to  g^ve  infor- 
mation to  English  Members^  what  we 


817        Supply-— Civil  {Ssptembeb  18,  1886}  Service  JE9timate9.        318 


relied  upon  was  the  regulation  by  the 
Oovernment  of  the  Business  of  this 
House.  We  had  frequently  asked  the 
Ooyemment  what  was  the  order  in  which 
they  would  take  Supply,  and  they  had 
always  replied  that  they  would  take  it 
in  the  order  in  which  the  Votes  appeared 
on  the  Paper.  Now,  I  want  to  impress 
on  the  Committee  what  the  effect  of  that 
statement  was.  The  Government,  as  I 
have  already  pointed  out,  had  stated 
that  they  proposed  to  take  Supply  in 
the  order  in  which  it  was  placed  on  the 
Paper.  Now,  nobody  can  deny  that 
fact ;  it  was  stated  over  and  over  again 
by  the  Government.  When  they  stated 
that  they  would  withdraw  a  certain  con- 
tentious Irish  Vote  if  we  consented  to 
take  the  remaining  Votes  in  Glass  II, 
we  were  entitled  to  suppose  they  would 
go  on  with  Class  III.  They  commenced 
with  the  first  Vote  in  that  Class,  and 
it  was  not  until  I  protested  against 
Class  in  being  taken  that  they  hopped 
on  to  Class  IV.  I  put  it  to  the  Govern- 
ment whether  that  is  a  business-like  way 
of  carrying  on  the  Business  of  Supply  ; 
is  it  a  mode  by  which  order  and  decency 

can  be  maintained  ? [**  Yes !  "]    I 

say  that  it  is  not  a  way  in  which  order 
and  decency  can  be  maintained.  If  you 
commence  by  trying  to  take  one  large 
Class  of  Estimates,  and  then,  when  a 
protest  is  made  against  one  of  the  Votes, 
skip  over  20  Votes  and  hop  on  to  an- 
other Class,  it  is  manifest  that  the  pro- 
ceeding will  end  in  confusion.  If  the 
Gbvernment  desire  to  carry  on  the  Busi- 
ness of  this  House  as  it  has  been  carried 
on  during  the  whole  of  last  week  and 
this  evening — namely,  in  a  way  which 
is  satisfactory  to  the  country — [Laugh- 
ter.'\  Hon.  Members  laugh  at  my  state- 
ment ;  but  I  would  refer  them  to  a  lead- 
ing article  in  the  London  Times  of  last 
Saturday,  a  paper  not  over  favourable 
to  us,  in  which  The  Times  declare  that 
Supply  has  been  carried  on  in  a  perfectly 
fair  and  legitimate  way.  I  do  not  thiuK 
that  The  Times  is  doing  us  more  than 
justice,  and  therefore  I  am  justified  in 
saying  that  the  Business  of  Supply  has 
been  carried  on  in  a  way  to  satisfy  the 
London  Times,  If  the  Government  de- 
sire to  carry  on  Supply  in  a  fair  and 
honourable  Spirit,  they  certainly  ought 
to  treat  us  with  more  courtesy  than 
they  have  treated  us  to-night.  The  be- 
ginning of  this  trouble  arose,  as  I  con- 
tend, from  a  departure  from  the  under- 


standing which  we  loyally  kept;  we 
loyally  adhered  .to  the  agreement,  so  far 
as  we  understood  it  and  heard  it ;  and 
for  the  distinct  attack  made  upon  us  by 
the  noble  Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  (Lord  Eandolph  Churchill) 
there  is  not  one  shred  of  justification. 
I  regret  exceedingly  the  condition  into 
which  things  have  got.  While  it  is 
perfectly  true  that  in  all  great  matters 
the  majority, in  this  House  must  prevail 
over  the  minority,  I  must  say  that  in  all 
my  experience — and  it  is  very  consider- 
able— I  never  have  seen  an  attempt  on 
the  part  of  a  majority,  so  small  as  the 
present  is  as  compared  with  the  present 
minority,  to  bear  down  the  minority  by 
brute  force  in  such  an  unreasonable  way 
as  it  has  been  attempted  to  be  done  to- 
night. I  have  seen  minorities  in  this 
House  of  5  to  1  stand  up  with  less  cause 
and  win.  In  this  instance  you  are  not 
3  to  1,  and  the  majority  is  made  up, 
with  the  exception  of  five  or  six  hon. 
Gentlemen,  from  Members  on  one  side 
of  the  House. 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  I  wish  to  correct 
a  misapprehension  which  has  arisen  as 
to  the  Business  before  the  Committee. 
It  is  not  the  fact  that  the  Education 
Vote  is  before  the  Committee,  though  it 
is  proposed  to  go  on  with  it — the  Irish 
Vote  was  never  formally  withdrawn; 
that  is  the  Vote  before  tiie  Committee 
on  which  the  Motion  was  made  to  re- 
port Progress. 

Mb.  CONWAY  (Leitrim,  N.) :  There  is 
one  lesson  to  be  deduced  from  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  evening,  and  that  is 
that  the  constituencies  of  Great  Britain 
will  know  upon  whose  shoulders  the  re- 
sponsibility for  the  present  state  of 
affairs  rests.  Sir,  I  know  many  of  the 
constituencies  it.  the  North  of  Eng- 
land  

The  CHAIEMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  hon.  Member  must  remember  that 
the  Motion  before  the  Committee  is  to 
report  Progress,  and  that  he  must  con- 
fine his  observations  to  that  Motion. 

Mr.  CONWAY  :  I  wish  to  point  out 
that  we  have  been  asked  to  discuss  the 
Education  Vote,  and  that  hon.  Gentle- 
men have  been  returned  to  this  House 
on  the  question  of  education.  Many 
hon.  Gentlemen  obtained  the  Irish 
Votes  on  the  understanding  that  they 
would  look  particularly  to  this  Vote.  1 
see  many  hon.  Members  opposite  who 
were  sent  to  this  House  on  the  under- 
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Btanding  that  they  would  gire  their 
heartiest  support  to  denominational  edu- 
cation  

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  not  confininf<  his  observations,  as 
lie  must,  to  the  Motion  to  report  Pro- 
gress. 

Mb.  CONWAY :  With  regard  to  this 
Vote,  Sir,  am  I  not  in  Order  in  referring 
to  the  Education  Vote,  which  there  has 
been  an  attempt  to  take  ?    . 

The  chairman  :  It  is  irregular  to 
refer  to  that  Vote  at  all. 

Mr.  CONWAY  :  With  regard  to  the 
Motion  to  report  Progress,  1  will  point 
out  that  it  is  the  Vote  for  Education 
that  blocks  the  way. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  I  hare  told  the 
hon.  Gentleman  twice  that  he  must  not 
discuss  the  Education  Vote,  but  must 
keep  himself  to  the  Question  before  the 
Committee. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  It  is  somewhat  sienifioant  of 
the  state  of  confusion  to  which  the  Com- 
mittee has  been  reduced  by  this  discus- 
sion that  we  require  to  be  reminded  by 
you,  Mr.  Courtney,  what  the  Vote  is 
which  is  really  before  us  for  discussion. 
I  wish  to  say  that  nearly  every  hon.  Mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  was  under  the  im- 
pression for  the  last  two  hours  that  the 
Vote  before  the  Committee  was  that  for 
education.  ["No!"]  Well,  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  opposite  Benches  give  a 
negative  to  that  statement ;  but  I  repeat 
the  statement.  Every  Member  of  the 
Committee,  without  distinction  of  Party, 
whether  on  the  Conservative  Benches  or 
— [  **  No,  no !  "1  Well,  if  my  statement 
be  contradicted  before  I  make  it,  it  shows 
the  state  of  intelligence  and  impartiality 
in  which  hon.  Members  on  the  opposite 
Benches  are.  Now,  Mr.  Courtney,  I 
will  attempt  once  more  to  make  my 
statement.  My  statement  is  that  every 
Member  of  the  Committee,  without  dis- 
tinction of  Party,  whether  on  the  Con- 
servative or  the  Liberal  Benches,  was 
under  the  impression  that  the  Vote  be- 
fore the  Committee  was  the  Vote  for 
English  Education— [**  Nol "]  Well,  all 
I  can  say  is  this — that  when  we  were 
discussing  the  Vote  before  the  Com- 
mittee, and  discussing  it  as  the  Educa- 
tion Vote,  not  a  single  Member  on  those 
Benches  corrected  us.  Hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  cannot  boast  that  they  were 
particularly  modest  in  the  cries  in  which 
they  indulged,  and  therefore  it  it  not  too 
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much  to  suppose  that  had  bon.  Gentle- 
men known  toe  Education  Vote  was  not 
before  the  Committee  they  would  have 
corrected  us.     Now,  Mr.  Courtney,  we 
are  surely  not  now  in  a  position  to  con- 
duct  with  decency,  decorum,  and  dignity 
the  Business  of  Supply.    I  do  not  make 
any  appeal  to  the  Government.     I  re- 
gret to  say  that  it  appears  to  me  that 
debates  of  this  kind  in  Committee  will 
not,  so  long  as  the  present  Chancellor 
of    the    Exchequer    (Lord    Randolph 
Churchilh  is  Leader  of  the  House,  oe 
conductea  in  a  spirit  of  mutual  conces- 
sion.    The  noble  Lord  has,  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  Leadership  of 
this  House,  thought  discourtesy  a  good 
mode  of  expediting   Supply — \_Crie9  of 
**  Withdraw  !*']  I  have  not  the  smallest 
objection  to  withdraw  the  observation, 
though  I  think  it  is  more  than  justified 
by  the  circumstances.     We  met  the  Go- 
vernment to-night  in  a  perfectly  fair  spirit 
— we  met  them  with  fairness  and  impar- 
tiality, which,  I  think,  might  well  nave 
been  imitated  by  some  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  on  the  Treasury  Bench.  They 
made  an  ofifer ;  we  accepted  that  offer — 
we  carried  out  the  offer ;  the  Government 
broke  the  offer.    The  Government  aaked 
for  four  Votes ;  we  gave  them  three  of 
the  Votes  without  a  word  of  discussion, 
without  a  moment's  delay;  and  when  we 
had  done  that  the  gratitude  and  fair  play 
of  the  Government  was  to  forget  their 
own    promises,   to   swallow   their  own 
pledges,  and  even  to  try  and  force  down 
the  throats  of  the  Committee  one  of  the 
most  important  Votes  in  the  whole  Esti- 
mates.    The  country  will  judge  between 
the  Government  and  us.     I  think  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  Government  are  trying 
to  make  a  case  for  themselves.     They 
have  no  idea  and  no  intention  of  carry- 
ing any  further  Votes  in  Committee  to 
night ;  they  are  making  a  sham  demon- 
stration ;  they  relv  upon  the  ignorance 
of  the  outside  public  in  closely  watching 
the  course  of  the  proceeding^  in  this 
House    to  lay  the  blame,  not   on  the 
shoulders  of  the  Government  where  it 
really  lies,  but  on  our  shoulders.     I  am 
glad  to  think  that  when  the  case  comes 
before  the  public  the  Government  will 
not  be  able  to  represent  this  as  a  cate 
of  purely  Irish  Obstruction.     We  have 
been  supported  by  the  most  able  and 
the  most  experienced  Members  of  the 
Liberal  Party-P*  Oh,  Oh ! "    Uni§hUr, 
mul  criss  o^Name .  1 — men  who  were  in- 
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telligent  and  honoured  Members  of  this 
House  long  before  some  of  the  Gentle- 
men who  jeer  at  them  were  politically 
bom,  and  men  who  will  remain  honoured 
Members  of  this  House  long  after 
those  Gentlemen  are  politically  dead. 
The  last  Motion  for  Adjournment  has 
been  moved  by  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Member  for  Aberdeen  (Mr. 
Hunter),  one  of  the  most  highly  re- 
spected Members  returned  from  Scotland ; 
we  have  been  supported  in  the  Lobby 
by  nearly  every  Member  of  the  Liberal 
Party  in  this  House — [^Ironical  laughter  J] 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who,  though  sitting 
upon  the  Liberal  Benches,  really  belongs 
to  the  other  side  of  the  House  thinks  it 
right  to  jeer.  I  do  not  coimt  him 
amongst  the  intelligent. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  1  invite  the  hon. 
Gentleman  to  adhere  more  closely  to 
the  Question  before  the  Committee. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  I  think  you 
will  acknowledge,  Mr.  Courtney,  it  is 
rather  hard  to  adhere  to  the  Question 
when  one  is  constantly  interrupted  by 
unseemly  conduct  on  the  part  of 
hon.  Gentlemen.  I  call  upon  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  if  he  has  any 
regard  for  the  decency  of  his  Leadership 
and  for  the  dignity  of  the  House  of 
which,  by  a  temporary  accident,  he  hap- 
pens to  be  Leader,  to  put  an  end  to  the 
unseemly  wrangle  on  which  he  has 
rashly  embarked.  We  have  fulfilled 
our  part  of  the  undertaking ;  we  mean 
that  the  Government  shall  fulfil  theirs 
if  we  can  possibly  do  so  ;  and  we  defy 
any  misrepresentation  of  our  conduct 
outside  the  House. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  56; 
Noes  148  :  Majority  92. — (Div.  List, 
No.  33.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.DILLWYN  (Swansea,  Town) :  It 
seems  to  me  that  I  cannot  consent  to  go 
on  with  an  important  Vote  of  this  kind 
at  so  late  an  hour ;  and  therefore  I  move 
that  you,  Sir,  do  now  leave  the  Chair. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  the  Chairman  do  now  leave  the 
Chair."— (ifr.  LUlwyn.) 

Mb.  LEAMY  (Cork  Co.,  N.E.) :  A 
few  moments  ago,  when  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  Scotland  Division  of  Liver- 
pool (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor),  stated  that 

VOL.  CCCIX.     [thikd  sebies.] 


for  the  last  two  hours  we  had  been 
under  the  impression  that  the  Vote  be- 
fore the  Committee  was  the  Education 
Vote,  several  hon.  Members  on  the 
opposite  Benches  cried  **  No,  no !  " 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  have  both 
given  their  reasons  for  not  accepting 
the  Motion  for  Progress. 

The  chairman  :  I  think  it  right  to 
say  that  I  stated  it  was  intended  to  go 
on  with  the  Education  Vote,  and  to  with- 
draw the  Vote  for  Criminal  Prosecutions 
in  Ireland,  and  that  it  was  still  techni- 
cally before  the  Committee.  I  simply 
wish  to  prevent  hon.  Members  and  the 
Committee  falling  into  error. 

Mb.  LEAMY :  I  have  no  objection 
that  you  should  think  it  necessary  that 
you  should  come  to  the  defence  of  these 
right  hon.  Gentlemen,  because  it  is  the 
best  proof  that  we  were  right  in  this 
contest.  A  moment  ago  you  brought 
forward  this  contentious  Vote,  one  of 
the  Votes  which  it  was  agreed  should  be 
excluded,  and  you  expect  that  the  noble 
Lord  would  agree  to  the  Vote  being 
withdrawn.  Well,  Sir,  the  noble  Lord 
I  think  has  confessed  that  we  were  right, 
and  that  he  has  been  in  error.  It  is 
proved  conclusively — and  let  hon.  Mem- 
bers take  notice  of  it — that  for  two  hours 
the  noble  Lord,  as  Leader  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  sat  in  his  place  and  did 
not  know  what  was  the  Business  before 
the  Committee.  I  beg  to  support  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Swan- 
sea. 

Mb.  BIGGAR  (Cavan,  W.) :  I  think 
it  must  be  acknowledged  on  all  sides  of 
the  House  that  to  commence  any  con- 
tentious Business  at  a  quarter  to  1  in 
the  morning  is  out  of  the  question.  It 
is  a  course  which  I  do  not  think  the 
Government  ought  to  propose ;  and  I 
must  say,  also,  that  nothing  is  more 
natural  at  so  advanced  an  hour  than 
that  we  should  move  to  report  Progress. 
I  do  not  think  the  Government  are  right 
in  proloDgiog  this  discussion,  and  of 
course  it  is  impossible  that  at  this  hour 
the  public  outside  can  have  any  report  of 
what  is  taking  place  on  this  question.  It 
is  all  very  well  for  the  Government  to  ask 
to  take  non-contentious  Votes  at  an  un- 
reasonable hour,  but  this  is  a  very  differ- 
ent  thing ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  much  better  to  get  to  other 
Business  on  the  Paper,  and  close  the 
evening  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
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The  OHANOELLOEof  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  The  hon.  Member  for 
Oavan  (Mr.  Biggar)  says  that  he  does 
not  think  it  reasonable  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  proceed  to  contentious 
Business  after  1  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing. To  a  certain  extent  I  think  the 
hon.  Member  is  right  in  that  proposi- 
tion ;  but  we  do  not  hold  that  the  Busi- 
ness we  are  asking  the  Committee  to 
proceed  with  is  of  a  contentious  charac- 
ter. The  Education' Estimates  having 
been  discussed  at  great  length  in  the 
last  Parliament,  we  were  distinctly  of 
opinion  that  the  Committee  would  bo 
ready  to  make  progress  with  them.  We 
do  not  hold  that  the  proposal  made  to 
the  Committee  is  of  a  contentious  cha- 
racter; but  what  hon.  Members  seem 
to  forget,  and  what  it  is  right  that  they 
should  be  reminded  of,  is  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  is  in  the  position 
of  Leader  of  the  opposite  Benches,  in 
the  absence  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  W. 
E.  Gladstone),  got  up  and  asked  the 
Committee  to  say  that  it  was  a  reasonable 
course.  Therefore,  we  have  the  high 
authority  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  for  saying  that  the  course  of 
the  Government  is  a  reasonable  one, 
and  that  the  course  which  hon.  Members 
below  the  Gangway  are  pursuing  is  un- 
reasonable. This  is  a  fact  that  should 
be  brought  strongly  before  the  public, 
and  that  the  Government  have  taken 
three  divisions  against  this  very  great 
waste  of  time,  for  which  hon.  Members 
opposite  must  bear  the  responsibility, 
and  particularly  those  Members  of  the 
Liberal  Party  who,  although  in  former 
days  they  were  the  greatest  possible  ad- 
vocates of  more  expeditious  despatch  of 
Business,  are  now  the  Leaders  of  Obstruc- 
tion. I  re  peat  that  the  Government  have 
taken  three  divisions,  and  have  been 
supported  by  a  large  majority  of  the 
Committee.  There  is  no  particular  use 
in  continuing  this  discussion  under  the 
circumstances.  The  public  will  judge 
of  the  position  which  the  Government 
occupied,  and  of  the  difficulty  wiUi  which 
they  have  to  contend  in  conducting  the 
indispensable  Business  of  the  country. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  proceedings  of 
to-night  will  leave  their  mark  on  the 
public  mind,  and  will  produce  the  feel- 
ing that  a  very  oonsiderable  idteration 


should  be  made  in  the  procedure  of  the 
House. 

Motion,  by  leave,  mthdraum. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.^' 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal, E.) :  I  ask  whether  it  is  understood 
that  in  future  the  Government  will  take 
the  Votes  precisely  in  the  order  in  which 
they  stand  ? 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
The  Government  in  future  will  cer- 
tainly make  no  concession  demanded  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  which  does 
not  suit  their  convenience. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  What  the  noble  Lord  had 
better  understand  is,  that  we  have  never 
asked  for  concession ;  we  never  will  ask 
him  for  concession ;  and  we  are  quite 
willing  to  have  open  war  with  him. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) :  I  wish  to  add  that  it  will  be 
well  for  the  Gt)vernment  to  understand 
once  for  all  that,  as  Radicals,  we  are 
determined  to  see  that  the  interests  of 
the  people  are  properly  represented  in 
this  House.     \InUrrupUim.'] 

Mr.  O'HEA  (Donegal,  W.):  I  rise 
to  Order.  I  beg  to  ask  if  it  is  in  Order 
thatthesecontinuousinterruptionsshould 
take  place,  which,  when  a  Member  of  the 
House  is  speaking,  makes  his  voice  in- 
audible at  the  Chair  ? 

The  chairman  :  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber attempts  to  speak  under  such  cir- 
cumstances it  is  in  Order  to  express  dis- 
sent. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE:  I  think  I  am 
justified  in  saying  that,  as  far  as  hon. 
Gentlemen  are  concerned,  they  had  better 
go  out  of  the  House  if  they  are  ex- 
hausted .     [  Interruption.'] 

The  CHAIRMAN :  As  far  as  I  can 
catch  the  observations  of  the  hon.  Gkrn- 
tleman  they  are  not  addressed  to  the 
Question  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE :  But,  Sir,  I  have 
not  been  allowed  to  make  any  observa- 
tions. I  am  attempting  to  finish  the 
sentence  I  commenced  with.  I  was  giving 
the  noble  Lord  to  clearly  understand,  in 
connection  with  the  Motion  for  Progrees, 
that  we  shall  continue  to  protest  against 
having  sprang  upon  us  important  Votes 


325 


Supply — 


{S&FTEMB2B  13,1886} 


Report, 


326 


in  the  manner  that  was  done  at  an  earlier 
period  of  the  evening,  even  if  we  have 
to  remain  here  for  weeks. 

Motion  agreed  to, 

Besolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow, 

Committee  also  report  Progress  ;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow, 

SUPPLY. -REPORT. 
Hesolutions  [10th  September]  reported, 

Eesolutions  1  to  9,  inclusive,  agreed  to. 

(10.)  **  lliat  a  sam,  not  exceeding  £8,326,  be 
granted  to  Uer  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Public  Record  Office." 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  have 
already  informed  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  that  I 
should  be  obliged  to  raise  a  question. of 
importance  on  this  Vote.  1  propose  to 
move  a  reduction  of  the  Vote  by  £100, 
part  of  the  amount  voted  for  the  trans- 
lation and  editing  of  Irish  Papers  re- 
lating to  the  Brehon  Laws.  This  is  a 
question  of  the  utmost  interest  in  Ireland, 
and  in  order  that  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  may  be  able  to  cut  short  the 
discussion  I  hope  that  he  will  see  his 
way  to  make  this  concession.  My  object 
is  that  this  Vote  may  appear  on  the 
Estimates  of  next  year,  and  not  after  an 
interval,  as  has  hitherto  been  the  case. 
If  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  consent  to 
strike  off  £100  of  the  Vote,  it  can  be 
taken  in  the  Estimates,  of  next  year. 
We  trust,  by  having  an  opportunity  of 
bringing  forward  this  question  on  the 
next  Estimates,  we  shall  be  able  to  effect 
a  reform  which  is  of  pressing  import- 
ance. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed? 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £8,226,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  t9  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  tho  Public  Record  OflBce.*' — 
{Mr.  Dillon.) 

The  secretary  to  tke  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.) :  I 
hope  the  hon.  Member  will  not  press 
the  Motion  for  the  reduction  of  this 
Vote.  As  I  understand  the  matter,  his 
object  is  to  have  a  further  opportunity 
next  year  of  bringing  forward  this  ques- 
tion.    I  think  it  is  almost  certain  he  will 


have  the  opportunity  he  desires.  My  own 
impression  is  that  the  £200  placed  on 
the  Estimate  will  not  be  expended  ;  in- 
deed, I  think  it  may  be  taken  for  certain 
that  it  cannot  be  expended.  I  may  say, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  the  gentleman 
now  engaged  upon  the  work  is  paid  only 
when  the  work  is  wanted — he  is  paid  for 
the  publication  of  one  additional  volume, 
and  has  not  to  proceed  with  the  whole. 
I  think  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  see  that 
the  amount  now  voted  will  not  be  ex- 
pended in  the  financial  year. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
Do  we  understand  from  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  that  the  editing  of  the  re- 
maining volumes — for  there  are,  alto- 
gether, 10  in  Irish,  six  of  which  have 
already  been  translated  by  the  most 
eminent  scholars,  whilst  the  seventh  is 
in  process  of  being  translated,  so  that 
there  are  only  three  that  remain  to  be 
dealt  with — I  say,  therefore,  are  we  to 
understand  that  the  work  of  translating 
and  editing  will  be  regularly  continued  ? 
I  understood  the  hon.  Member  to  say, 
when  he  was  addressing  the  House,  that 
the  amount  we  are  now  voting  would  not 
be  expended  within  the  financial  year. 
[Mr.  Jackson  :  I  believe  so.]  Well,  it 
is  an  unusual  thing  to  ask  for  money  to  be 
voted  when  it  is  not  for  the  financial  year. 
I  think  it  is  irregular.  There  was  no 
money  voted  last  year  for  the  purpose 
for  which  the  present  Vote  is  asked.  I 
do  not  know  that  there  has  ever  been 
money  specifically  voted  for  this  purpose 
before.  Hitherto,  I  believe,  the  question 
has  always  been  raised  in  connection 
with  other  Irish  Votes.  Well,  I  should 
like  now  to  know,  if  this  sum  is  not  to 
be  expended  during  the  current  financial 
year,  what  assurance  we  shall  have  that 
we  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  discuss- 
ing the  question  some  other  year?  If 
we  do  not  get  some  assurance  on  that 
point  I  think  my  hon.  Friend  ought  to 
force  on  his  Amendment,  so  as,  if  pos- 
sible, to  reduce  the  Vote,  render  it  neces- 
sary for  application  to  be  made  to  Par- 
liament next  year,  and  in  that  way  afford 
us  another  opportunity  of  discussing  the 
subject. 

Mr.  T.  p.  gill  (Louth,  S.) :  I  think 
if  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  will  recall  the  fact  that 
there  has  been  no  Vote  for  this  purpose 
for  the  last  few  years  he  will  be  much 
more  ready  to  accept  the  proposal  of 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  East 
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Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon).  The  whole  question 
of  these  translations  requires  looking 
into;  and  we  ask  that  such  provision 
shall  be  made  for  the  reduction  of  the 
Vote  as  will  secure  that  the  subject  shall 
be  brought  up  again  next  year,  when 
we  hope  to  open  up  matters  of  great 
importance.  The  translating  and  editing 
of  these  works  is  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance from  an  archaeological,  histori- 
cal, and  legal  point  of  view.  Students 
in  all  parts  of  the  world  take  great  in- 
terest in  it.  This  Commission  has  been 
sitting  and  drawing  money  from  Par- 
liament for  the  past  34  years.  Three 
Members  of  it  were  originally  necessary 
to  form  a  quorum ;  but  the  House  will 
be  astonished  to  hear  that  there  is  only 
one  Commissioner  now  living,  and  that 
it  is  impossible  for  him  to  form  a  legal 
quorum — I  refer  to  the  Bishop  of  Lime- 
fick   Dr  wraves 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  do  not  wish  to  in- 
terrupt the  hon.  Member ;  but  perhaps 
ho  is  unaware  that  the  Commission  has 
been  reconstituted. 

Mb.  T.  p.  gill  :  That  is  a  fact  I  was 
not  entirely  certain  about.  The  infor- 
mation, at  any  rate,  is  not  to  be  found 
in  any  of  the  Becords  of  this  House.  I 
have  been  for  some  time  engaged  in 
looking  up  every  bit  of  information  that 
is  to  be  found — in  the  Libraries,  the 
Stationery  Office,  the  Record  Office,  and 
everywhere  else  where  information  is 
procurable — in  regard  to  this  matter;  and 
so  far  the  information  with  which  I  have 
been  furnished  goes  to  prove  that  there 
is  no  evidence  to  show  the  existence  of 
a  Commission.  On  the  contrary,  there  is 
no  Beport  to  be  had  since  1864.  The 
Beport  of  1864,  I  understand,  was  the 
last  Beport  published  by  the  Brehon 
Laws  Commission ;  consequently  there 
is  every  reason  why  we  should  have  this 
matter  gone  into.  There  is  the  greatest 
dissatisfaction  amongst  those  who  take 
an  interest  in  Celtic  studies  in  Ireland, 
in  England,  and,  I  may  say,  all  over 
Europe,  at  the  way  in  which  the  work 
connected  with  these  Brehon  Laws  is 
being  done.  M.  d'Arbois  de  Joubain- 
ville,  and  other  leading  Celtic  scholars 
in  France,  Germany,  and  elsewhere 
have  made  complaints  that  there  has 
been  a  Commission  sitting  34  years  that 
has  published  four  volumes,  and  is  only 
now  publishing  a  fifth.  The  thing  is  an 
absurdity.  We  ask  a  very  reasonable 
thing  in  requesting  that  this  Vote  should 

Mr.  T.  P,  QiU 


be  reduced,  so  that  the  matter  will  be 
brought  before  us  next  year.  There  was 
no  Vote  for  the  Commission  last  year, 
and  we  have  no  security  that  the  same 
thing  will  not  happen  next  year,  and 
that  it  will  be  impossible  for  us  to  renew 
this  discussion  for  years  to  come.  All 
that  the  Motion  before  the  House  will 
do  will  be  to  give  us  another  opportunity 
for  discussion.  The  demand  we  now 
make,  therefore,  is  not  an  unreasonable 
one.  It  will  rob  no  one,  and  will  only 
secure  that  the  subject  will  be  brought 
under  notice  again  next  year. 

Mb.  LEAMY  (Cork  Co.,  N.E.) :  I 
hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  will  consent  to  the  sug- 
gestion made  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon). 
Of  course,  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  un- 
derstand that  we  who  take  part  in  this 
discussion  are  in  entire  sympathy  with 
the  work  of  the  Commission.  We  desire 
to  see  the  Brehon  Laws  translated,  and 
all  we  want  now  is  that  we  shall  have 
an  opportunity  of  discussing  the  work 
done  Dy  the  Commission  during  the  last 
30  years.  We  are  not  quite  satisfied 
with  the  work.  It  is,  however,  too  late 
to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  that  matter 
to-night.  It  is  more  than  probable  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  be  able 
to  give  us  the  information  we  want.  He, 
presumably,  does  not  himself  possess 
sufficient  knowledge  of  the  matter  to  be 
able  to  inform  us  upon  it. 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  can  promise  that 
an  opportunity  will  be  afforded  for  the 
discussion  of  the  subject  next  Session. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  Then  I 
have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  withdraw- 
ing the  Motion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdratcn, 
Besolution  agreed  to. 
Bemaining  Besolutions  agreed  to, 

SUBMARINE    TELEGRAPH    ACT    (1886) 

AMENDMENT  BILL.-[Bill  45.] 
{Baron  Henry  De  WormSy  Sir  Jamee  Ferpttuon.) 

COMMIITEE. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  (Confirmation  of  declaration). 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'OONNOE  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  I  woold  ask  the  hon  Oentle- 


329  Post  Offi< 


{  Septembeb  14,  1886}  Robhtry  of  Mails.         33  0 


man  in  charge  of  the  Bill  whether  it  has 
anything  to  do  with  Submarine  Tele- 
graph Companies,  whose  monopoly  costs 
the  public  so  much  inconveuience  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Baron  Henry  De  Wobms) 
(Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) :  The  Bill  has 
nothing  to  do  with  any  Company.  It  is 
the  confirmation  by  this  country  of 
an  international  arrangement  for  the 
general  protection  of  all  cables. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  without  Amendment. 

Baron  HENRY  DE  WORMS :  Per- 
haps  the  House  will  allow  the  Bill  to  be 
read  the  third  time. 

Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

EXPIRING  LAWS  CONTINUANCE  BILL. 

(Sir  Herbert  Maxwell^  Mr.  Jackson.) 

[bill  46.]      SECOND  READING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.) :  I 
move  that  this  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 
time. 

Mb.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.  and  Sligo, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  propose  that  it  be  taken 
to-morrow. 

SecondReadiug  deferred  iiMTo-morrow. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before 
Four  o'clock  in  the  morning. 


HOUSE     OF    COMMONS, 
Tuesday,   \Ath  September,    1886. 


MINUTES.]— 8vppLY—<?ofiAirf«Y(f  i;i  Committee 
—  Civil  Servicb  Estimates;  Class  II.  — 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  Civil  Depakt- 
MENTS,  Vote  36. 
Rewlutions  [September  1 3]  reported. 

Public  BiiA^^^Seeond  i?«arfiwy— Expiring  Laws 
Continuance  •  [461. 

CoiMmittee^Jiepo)  <— Disturbances  at  Belfast  In- 
quiry [35]. 

Q  UE8TI0N8. 

POST  OFFICE-ROBBERY  OF  MAILS  ON 
THE  RAILWAY   BETWEEN  LONDON 
AND  DOVER,  APRIL  8,  1886. 
Mb.  J.  Q.HUBBARD  (London)  asked 

ICr.  Ohanoellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whe- 


ther his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a 
robbery  of  Her  Majesty's  mails,  re- 
ported to  have  taken  place  between 
London  and  Dover,  on  the  night  be- 
tween the  8th  and  9th  of  April  1886 ; 
whether,  for  a  month  previous  to  the 
robbery,  the  bags  of  letters  destined  to 
the  Continent,  or  some  of  them,  were 
forwarded  from  London  to  Dover  in  an 
ordinary  unprotected  truck,  not  intended 
for  mail  purposes,  which  had  been 
pressed  into  the  service  temporarily, 
and  had  neither  lock  upon  it  nor  guard 
within  it ;  whether  the  judge  who  tried 
a  man  convicted  of  feloniously  receiving 
a  portion  of  the  property  stolen  from 
these  bags,  expressed  his  amazement  at 
the  little  care  taken  of  them  by  the 
Post  Office  authorities;  whether  auy 
attempt  has  been  made,  and  with  what 
result,  to  ascertain  who  was  responsible 
for  this  apparent  carelessness,  and  to 
ensure  that  there  shall  be  no  repetition 
of  it ;  whether  the  Government  will  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  paying  some  com- 
pensation for  losses  resulting  from  what 
appears  to  be  a  gross  case  of  negligence 
on  the  part  of  the  Post  Office ;  whether 
the  position  of  the  Eailway  Company 
in  regard  to  this  loss  has  been  investi- 
gated, and  whether  the  Company  was 
bound  by  the  terms  of  its  contract  with 
Q-overnment  to  provide  secure  and  pro- 
per carriages  for  the  transmission  of  the 
mails ;  and,  whether  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment will  allow  a  Copy  of  the  Con- 
tract with  the  Eailway  Company  to  be 
produced  ? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL(Mr. 
Raikes)  (Cambridge  University) :  As 
the  matter  referred  to  concerns  the 
Post  Office,  I  have  been  requested  by 
my  noble  Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  answer  the  Question  of 
my  right  hon.  Friend.  The  circum- 
stances connected  with  this  robbery 
were  very  clearly  elicited  at  the  time  of 
the  trial  of  Henry  Andrews,  who  was 
convicted  on  the  4th  June  last,  and  sen- 
tenced to  eight  years'  penal  servitude. 
The  report  of  the  trial  is  given  in  The 
Times  of  the  5th  of  June,  and  the  facts 
stated  in  the  Question  are  substantially 
correct.  The  whole  subject  of  the  ar- 
rangements made  by  the  Post  Office  fox 
the  transit  of  the  mails  in  the  past,  and 
for  their  safety  in  the  future,  was,  to- 
gether with  the  responsibility  of  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  branch,  carefully 
considered  by  my  Predecessor ;  and  steps 
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bare  beea  talcen  io  prevent  the  repetition 
of  such  occurrences  aB  took  place  during 
the  repair  of  the  mail  van.  ThepoeitioQ 
of  the  South  Eastern  Hailwa^  Company 
has  also  been  looked  iuto,  and  Lord 
Wolverton  aatiefied  hiroself  that  it  would 
not  be  practicable  to  fix  that  Company 
with  the  responsibility  for  this  most  un- 
fortunate transaction.  As  regards  tbe 
question  of  compensation,  this  matter 
was  also  esamined  by  my  Predeceaaor, 
who  came  to  the  condueion  that  beyond 
(giving  compensation  to  the  extent  pro- 
vided under  the  regulations  reap eciing 
registered  letters  it  was  impossible  to 
make  good  further  losses. 

Mk.  J.  G.  HUBBAED :  I  beg  to  ask 
my  noble  Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  Whether  he  will  consider 
the  question  of  compensation  for  at 
least  part  of  the  losses  incurred  through 
tbe  official  misconduct  of  the  Post  OtBce, 
which  bas  a  monopoly  from  the  State, 
and  out  of  which  it  makes  a  consider- 
able profit? 

The  chancellor  ofthe  EXCHE- 
QUEK  (Lord  Randolph  Chubchill) 
(FaddingtoD,  S.) :  Of  course,  I  ahaU  be 
glad  to  give  a  very  careful  consideration 
to  any  facts  which  my  right  hoc.  Friend 
may  think  it  bis  duty  ta  lay  before  me. 
But  he  must  not  suppose  that  I  pledge 
myself  to  anything  he  may  recommend, 
seeing  that  I  may  not  be  able  to  take 
the  same  view  with  regard  to  compen- 
sation as  my  right  hon.  Friend.  My 
impression  is,  that  the  immunity  of 
the  Crown  in  respect  to  such  losses  as 
these,  which  occur  in  the  carriage  of 
mails,  is  almost  absolute. 

RAILWAYS  (INDIA)-EXTENSION  OF 
THE  RAILWAY  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  MAOLURE  (Lancashire,  S.E., 
Stretford)  asked  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  India,  Whether,  taking  into 
consideration  the  present  low  price  of 
steel  rails,  liailway  plant,  and  other 
necessary  materials,  the  Indian  Qovern< 
ment  will  now  proceed  with  the  con- 
struction of  those  Railways  which  have 
been  declared  to  be  of  urgent  public 
utility  for  the  benefit  of  that  Country  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  (Sir 
John  Gohbt)  (Chatham):  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  desire  to  see  tbe 
railway  system  of  India  developed  as 
rapidly  as  financial  prudence  will  per- 
mit. Ther  reoognize  the  low  price  of 
-railway  plant  aa  an  element  which 
Mr.  Saiktt 


tends  to  hasten  the  con strnotion  of  those 
railways  which  have  been  declared  to 
be  of  urgent  public  utility.  The  capital 
expenditure  of  the  current  year  will 
amount  to  more  than  10  croree  of 
rupees,  rather  more  than  half  of  which 
will  be  expended  directly  by  the  State, 
and  the  rest  by  Companies  under  the 
guarantee  of  the  State.  Tbe  Secretary 
of  State  desires  me  to  add  that  he  is 
quite  alive  to  the  necessity  of  develop- 
ing the  resources  of  the  country  through 
the  extension  of  tbe  railway  system 
without  delay. 

THE  CONSTABULARY  FORCES  OF 
GRF^T    BRITAIN-SUPERANNDATION, 

MR.HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  Whether, 
for  nearly  twenty  years,  successive  Go- 
vernments have  held  out  hopes  to  the 
Constabulary  Forces  of  Great  Britain, 
that  the  matter  of  their  superannuation, 
after  long  and  faithful  service,  might 
be  placed  on  a  more  satisfactory  footing 
by  legislation  ;  if  such  hopes  remain  un- 
fulfilled; and,  if,  at  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity in  the  ensuing  Session,  he  will 
introduce  the  Bill  his  predecessor  pro- 
mised to  bring  in  directly  after  last 
E^asterf 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  Yes, 
Sir.  I  am  aware  that  repeated  efforts 
have  been  made  during  recent  years  to 
legislate  on  this  subject ;  but,  so  far, 
without  success.  I  am  fully  alive  to  the 
importance  of  this  matter,  and  during 
the  Recess  I  shall  consider  the  whole 
question,  with  a  view  to  legislation  ;  but 
it  will  probably  be  found  that  this  sub- 
ject will  have  to  be  dealt  with  in  con- 
nection with  the  larger  subject  of  Local 
Government. 

CRIME    AND    OUTRAUE    (IRELAND)— 
FIRING     AT    THE    PERSON    BY 
ORANGEMEN  AT  RATHFRILAND, 
CO.  DOWN. 
Mr.    H.   CAMPBELL    (Fermanagh, 
S.)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  he  is 
aware  that  members  of  the  Castlewellan 
Conservative  Flute  Band,  after  leaving 
Ratbfrlland  on  Saturday  the  28th  Au- 
gust last,  fired  offrevolvers  on  the  oonnty 
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was  fired  into  a  field  in  which  a  woman 
named  Downey  was  milking;  whether 
the  illegal  conduct  of  the  party  was  re- 
ported to  the  police  at  Eathfriland,  and 
on  what  date ;  whether  several  shots 
were  fired  close  to  the  house  of  Patrick 
!Rafferty,  of  Letalian,  his  son  standing 
in  the  door  at  the  time  ;  whether  a  man 
named  M*Cornish,  of  Dromena,  com- 
plained that  the  same  party  fired  deli- 
berately at  him,  and  that  shots  were 
also  fired  close  to  several  persons  who 
were  travelling  on  the  public  road  at 
Dromena ;  and,  what  action  do  the  au- 
thorities intend  to  adopt  with  reference 
to  these  outrages  ? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin 
University)  (who  replied)  said,  the  in- 
formation he  had  received  in  refer- 
ence to  the  transaction  referred  to  in 
the  Question,  as  well  as  to  that  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Mid  Cork  (Dr.  Tan- 
ner), had  led  him  to  direct  a  prosecution. 
As  that  prosecution  would  take  place  in 
due  course,  whilst  it  was  pending  it 
would  be  obviously  improper  for  him  to 
discuss  the  matter  further. 

EDUCATION    DEPARTMENT  — SCHOOL 
ACCOMMODATION-BOARD  v.  DE- 
NOMINATIONAL SCHOOLS. 

Me.  MACLURE  (Lancashire,  S.E., 
Stretford)  asked  the  Vice  President 
of  the  Committee  of  Council,  Whether 
it  is  the  practice  *' according  to  the 
present  system  of  the  Education  De- 
partment," even  in  cases  where  es- 
tablished denominational  schools  are 
willing  to  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Department  in  every  par- 
ticular,  and  also  in  cases  where  respon- 
sible persons  are  willing  to  provide  suit- 
able accommodatiou  equally  conformable 
to  the  regulations,  to  grant  School 
Boards  the  authority  to  erect  schools 
at  the  expense  of  the  ratepayers  ;  and, 
whether  he  will  undertake  that  the  De- 
partment will  defer  their  consent  to 
such  an  authority  being  given,  until  the 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Ele- 
mentary Education  has  been  presented? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  (Sir  Henry 
Holland)  (Hampstead) :  I  understand 
the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member  to 
apply  only  to  a  district  where  a  School 
]3oard  has  been  set  up.  In  such  case, 
as  I  have  before  stated,  the  primary 
duty  of  supplying  further  accommoda- 
tion, if  needed,  is  imposed  by  Statute 


upon  the  School  Board  ;  and  the  De- 
partment are  advised  that  they  cannot 
insist  upon  the  School  Board  taking  into 
consideration  the  accommodation  offered 
by  any  voluntary  body.  This  subject  is 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Royal 
Commission  ;  and,  pending  their  Report, 
it  would  not  be  expedient  to  alter  the 
existing  law. 

BOARD  OF  WORKS  (IRELAND)— IN- 
CREASE OF  GRANT  FOR  BUILDING 
SCUOOLHOUSES,  CLARE  ISLAND, 
CO.  MAYO. 

Mb.  DEASY  (Mayo,  W.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  Whether  theReverend  J.  Quinn, 
P. P. , Clare  Island ,  conn ty  Mayo, has  made 
an  application  for  an  increase  of  the  loan 
sanctioned  by  the  Board  of  Works  for 
the  building  of  school  houses  in  his 
parish ;  if  he  has  received  a  reply  ;  and, 
if  not,  why ;  and,  if,  having  regard  to 
the  great  difficulty  of  procuring  build- 
iug  material  on  the  island,  as  well  as  to 
the  fact  that  skilled  labourers  demand 
much  higher  wages  for  their  labour  on 
the  island  than  on  the  main  land,  the 
Board  of  Works  will  make  the  required 
addition  to  the  sum  approved  of  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.)  (who 
replied)  said,  the  Question  related  to  a 
grant,  and  not  to  a  loan.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Quinn  applied  on  August  28.  The 
matter  was  inquired  into,  and  he  was 
answered  on  the  6th  of  September,  and 
an  increase  of  the  grant  has  since  been 
approved. 

ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY- 
EXTRA  POLICE,  CO  MAYO. 

Mr.  DEASY  (Mayo,  W.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  If  he  would  state  the  num- 
ber of  extra  police  constables  (if  any)  in 
the  county  of  Mayo,  and  the  •  total  cost 
of  their  maintenance  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
Michael  Htcks-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.) : 
The  extra  force  of  Constabulary  in  the 
county  of  Mayo  at  present  consiBts  of 
23  constables.  The  total  cost  is  about 
£1,530  per  annum,  of  which  about  £750 
falls  on  the  county. 

POOR   ASYLUMS  (IRELAND)— ASYLUM 
AT  MONAGHAN. 

Mb.  p.  O'BRIEN  (Monaghan,  N.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
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LieutenaDt  of  Ireland,  If   he  is  yet  ia 

possession  of  the  result  of  the  inquiriea 
promised  by  the  Commiasionera  of  Aay- 
lunis  for  the  Poor  in  Ireland  on  the 
jotlowing  queHtions : — 

"  Whether  the  architect  to  the  CommiKrionera 
of  AsylumB  for  the  Poor  in  Ireland,  after  hia 
iDspection  of  the  Asylum  at  Monaghan  in  1BS3, 
recommended  to  the  Board  of  that  InBtitution 
BSTeral  important  alUrations  in  the  construC' 
tion  of  the  buildingti  as  necoaaary  for  the  safety 
and  comfort  of  the  inmatea  ; 

'■  Whether  the  recommendationB  of  the  ofE- 
cial  in  question  included  the  carrying  of  the 
KTeral  dividing'  walla  of  the  different  depart- 
ments, which  at  present  termiaate  at  the  ceil- 
ings, over  the  roofs,  and  the  reconstructioD  of 
some  of  the  ceilings  which  are  cracked  and  in 
danger  of  falliog ; 

"  Whether  the  carryinR  of  dividing  walls 
over  the  roof  is  always  insisted  on  by  archi' 
tects  in  aimilar  and  other  public  lastitutlona 
under  Govemroent  control  in  England,  as  a 
precaution  against  the  spread  of  fire  ; 

"  Whether  the  Board  of  the  Monoghan  Aay- 
Inm  aanctioned  the  recommendations  referred 
to,  and  received  tenders  lor  the  execution  of 
the  works  ; 

"  Whether  they  have  yet  carried  out  the 
alterations  referred  to ; 

and,   whether,    if   the 

have  mads  this  inquiry,  he  will 

municato  the  result  to  the  House  ? 

The  chief  SEOEETARY  (Sir 
Michael  Hickb-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.),  in 
reply,  eaid,  he  had  no  further  iuforma- 
tion  on  the  subject  at  present.  It  was 
only  the  other  day  that  au  inquiry  was 
directed  by  the  Board  of  Control,  and 
an  architect  had  been  directed  to  make 
inquiry  on  the  spot.  He  should  be 
happy  to  communicate  the  result  of  the 
inquiry  to  the  hon.  Member  when  lie 
received  it. 

FISHERY  PIERS  AND  HARBOURS  (IRE- 
LAND)—BDNDORAN  PIER. 
Mk.  BEENAKD  KELLY  (Donegal, 
8.)  asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
Whether  a  pier  has  been  lately  erected 
at  Bundoran,  county  Donegal,  by  the 
Board  of  Worka,  at  a  cost  of  about 
£4,000  ;  if  it  is  so  short  that  it  does  not 
meet  with  the  absolute  necessities  of  the 
place,  and  that  a  small  steamer  which 
had  been  put  on  for  the  conveyance  of 
paasengers  and  Bch  from  Killybegs  to 
Sundoran,  which  is  the  nearest  railway 
station,  had  to  be  given  up  in  oonse- 
queace  of  not  being  able  to  come  along- 
side and  discharge  either  passengers  or 
fish;  if  the  fisheries  of  Donegal  Bay 
hare  lately  been  largely  developed,  and 
Mr.  P.  O'Britn 


{COMMONS}       {TtUgraph  Dtpartmmt).      3M 

large  quantities  of  fiah  sent  therefrom 
to  the  English  markets,  but  that  the 
trade  is  overweighted  by  the  ezpenae 
attendant  OD  Bonding  the  fish  a  very  long 
distance  by  road  before  it  reaches  a  rail- 
way station,  whilst  a  near  one  exists  at 
Bundoran,  if  only  the  harbour  were 
made  convenient  for  landing  at ;  and, 
if  tlie  Commissioners  of  Fisheries  would 
approve  of  the  extension  of  the  pier 
and  improvement  of  the  harbour,  so  as 
to  effect  the  object  so  much  desired ; 
and,  if  so,  would  he  authorise  the  Board 
of  Works  to  make  the  improvements  so 
necesBary,  and  thus  help  the  fishing  in- 
dustry of  a  poor  diatrict  of  country  f 

The  secretary  (Mr.  Jacksom),  in 
reply,  said,  the  bulk  ol  the  Question  re- 
lated to  matters  which  were  not  within 
his  Department ;  but  he  might  say  that 
a  pier  had  been  erected  at  a  cost  of 
£3,500,  the  scheme  and  the  amount 
spent  having  been  recommended  by  the 
Fishery  Piers  and  Harbours  Commis- 
sioners. If  the  same  authority  recom- 
mended an  extension,  and  the  funds 
were  forthcoming  for  it,  the  Board  of 
Works  would  be  ready  to  carry  out  the 
work. 

POST  OFFICE  (TELEGRAPH  DEPART- 
MENT)  -  FOREIGN  TELEGRAMS— 
THE  SDB-UARINE  TELEGRAPH 
COMPANY. 
SiE  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &o.)  asked  the  Postmaster  Qene- 
ral.  Why  Gkeat  Britain  charges  for 
telegrams  to  be  sent  abroad  a  rate  (l^. 
per  word)  much  exceeding  that  charged 
Kty  France  and  other  countries,  and 
double  that  charged  in  the  United  King- 
dom J  where  the  papers  are  to  be  found 
showing  how  and  on  what  terms  the 
Sub-Marine  Telegraph  Company  ob- 
tained a  monopoly  of  the  communications 
between  this  country  and  France,  and 
are  enabled  to  charge  more  than  id.  per 
word  for  the  few  mHes  across  the  Dover 
Channel ;  on  what  terms  that  Company 
is  intrusted  with  the  working  of  the 
Government  lines  to  Holland  and  Ger- 
many ;  whether  last  February  several 
Srms  in  the  City  petitioned  the  late 
Postmaster  General  against  the  renewal 
of  this  monopoly  of  the  Sub-Marine 
Company,  and  only  got  a  reply  to  say 
that  the  Sub-Marine  Company  did  not 
admit  the  charges  against  them ;  and, 
whether  he  will  promise  that  this  mono- 
jwlj  shall  not  be  nseved  without  full 
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opportunity  of  discuBsion  in  Farliamenty 
and  that  the  matter  shall  he  dealt  with 
in  time  to  provide  public  cables  if  Par- 
liament shall  see  fit  ? 

The  POSTM  ASTEE  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikeb)  (Cambridge  University) :  Not 
a  few  telegrams  contain  only  three  or 
four  words ;  and  the  hon.  Member  has 
not  observed  that,  whilst  a  telegram  of 
three  words  can  be  sent  from  England 
to  France  for  7J(?.,  a  telegram  of  the 
same  length  in  this  country  costs  6^.; 
and    in    France    half-a-franc.     Where 
there  is  a  word  rate,  pure  and  simple, 
it  is  not  unreasonable  that  the  charge 
should  be  higher  than  where  the  word 
rate   is  qualified   by  a  minimum.     At 
the  same  time,  I  may  say  that  the  mat- 
ters to  which  the  hon.  Member  draws 
attention  are  of  considerable  importance, 
and  that  they  will  form  the  subject  of 
careful  consideration  when  the  relations 
between  the  Post  Office  and  the  Sub- 
Marine    Telegraph    Company    are    re- 
viewed, prior  to  the  termination  of  the 
subsisting  Agreement.     The  monopoly 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers  was 
granted  many  years  ago  by  the  French 
Government;   and  I  can  only  suggest 
that  the  Papers  may  have  been  pub- 
lished  in  the  Official  Journal  of   that 
Government.     The  terms  on  which  the 
Sub-Marine  Telegraph  Company  is  en- 
trusted with  the  working  of  the  cables 
to  Holland  and  Germany  are  stated  in 
the  Agreement  scheduled  to  the  Tele- 
graph  Act  of   1868.     This  Agreement 
will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  the 
Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
Bill.     Fifteen  firms  connected  with  the 
Stock  Exchange  sent   in  a  Petition  in 
February,  calling  attention  to  delay  and 
irregularity  in  the  transmission  of  mes- 
sages from  the  Continent,  and  express- 
ing a  hope  that  when  the  monopoly  of 
the    Sub-Marine  Company  terminated, 
in  1888,  the  Post  Office  would    make 
arrangements  to   improve  the   service. 
The  complaint  was  general;    and    an 
answer  was  sent  to  the  effect  that  the 
Company  did  not  admit  that  there  was 
undue  delay  when  the  wires  were  in 
working  order,  but  that,  if  particulars 
of  specific  cases  were  furnished,  inquiry 
would  be  made.    With  reference  to  the 
latter  part  of  the  hon.  Member's  Ques- 
tion, I  would  point  out  that  the  mono- 
poly was  not  granted  by  this  country, 
but  by  the  French  Government. 
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POST   OFFICE~THE   NORTHERN    DIS- 
TRICT TELEPHONE  COMPANY. 

Sir  henry  HAVELOCK-ALLAN 
(Durham,  S.E.)  asked  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury,  Whether  he  is  aware 
that  the  Post  Office  authorities  have  re- 
cently refused  the  Northern  District 
Telephone  Company  permission  to  run 
wires,  for  the  purpose  of  telephonic 
communication,  over  parts  of  the  North 
Eastern  Railway  Company's  system, 
although  the  Railway  Company  is  will- 
ing to  allow  the  necessary  posts  and 
wires  to  be  erected ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that,  in  consequence  of  that  refusal,  the 
Telephone  Company  is  unable  to  con- 
nect several  of  the  principal  firms  in 
Hartlepool  with  their  telephone  ex- 
change system,  thus  depriving  these 
firms  of  the  advantage  which  other 
traders  in  the  district  possess  of  tele- 
phonic communication  with  the  Tyne 
and  Tees  Districts,  and  with  Sunder- 
land ;  and,  whether  in  view  of  the  an- 
swer, he  will  state  what  course  the 
Government  propose  to  take  in  the 
matter  ? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikes)  (Cambridge  University):  My 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Jackson)  has  asked 
me  to  answer  the  Question  of  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member.  The  Post  Office 
has,  subject  to  the  concurrence  of 
the  Railway  Company,  granted  per- 
mission in  some  cases  to  the  Northern 
District  Telephone  Company  to  erect 
telegraphs  on  the  North-Eastem  Rail- 
way, and  in  some  cases  has  refused  it. 
I  am  not  aware  that  several  firms  in 
Hartlepool  have  been  deprived  of  tele- 
phonic communication.  In  May  last  a 
gentleman  in  West  Hartlepool  wrote  to 
my  Predecessor,  representing  that  in 
consequence  of  a  refusal  on  the  part  of 
the  Post  Office  to  allow  the  Telephone 
Company  to  erect  a  wire  on  railway  pro- 
perty he  was  unable  to  have  his  office 
placed  in  communication  with  the  Com- 
pany's Exchange ;  and,  in  reply,  it  was 
stated  to  him  that  the  case  in  which  he 
was  interested  could  not  be  traced,  but 
that,  if  he  would  arrange  with  the  Tele- 
phone Company  to  make  an  application 
for  the  purpose  of  extending  a  wire  to 
his  office,  it  would  receive  favourable 
consideration.  Such  application  has, 
apparently,  not  reached  the  Depart- 
ment.   On   the  3l8t  o£  last  month  a 
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Bimilar  representatioD  was  received  from 
another  firm  in  "West  Hartlepool.  It 
haa  been  under  inquiry,  and  I  hope  to 
be  able  to  acquiesce  in  the  wishes  of  the 
applicants. 

METROPOWS-DOa  REGULATIONS. 
Mh.  NOBRIS  (Tower  Hamlets,  Lime- 
house)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  fur 
the  Home  Department,  Whether  the 
Regulations  as  to  the  muzzling  of  dogs 
are  i!»sued  by  the  Chief  Commissioner 
of  Police  under  the  Metropolitan  Streets 
Act  of  1867,  or  the  Dogs  Act  of  1B7I, 
or  on  the  direct  authority  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State ;  whether,  under  present 
Regulations,  he  will  consider  the  de- 
sirability, in  order  to  avoid  disputes  and 
litigation,  to  de6ne  clearly,  for  the 
guidance  of  msgistrates  and  the  iufor' 
mation  of  the  police,  what  is  meant  by 
a  dog  being  under  "  proper  control;" 
and,  whether  he  will  issue  stringent 
regulations  that  all  dogs  should  be 
muzzled  in  the  streets  and  roads  within 
the  Metropolitan  jurisdiction,  whether 
accompanied  by  their  owners  or  not? 

The  SECEETABY  of  STATE  {Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  In  an- 
swer to  my  hon.  Friend  I  have  to  say 
that  regulations,  in  as  wide  and  stringent 
terms  as  possible,  as  to  dogs  are  issued 
under  both  the  Statutes  named  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Police  for  the  Metro- 
politaa  District,  and  referred  to  in  the 
Question,  and  not  by  the  Secretary  of 
State.  The  Metropolitan  Streets  Act, 
1867,  enables  the  Commissioner  of  Police 
to  direct  that  dogs  in  the  district  of  the 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works  shall  be 
muzzled  or  led.  The  Dogs  Act,  1871, 
only  enables  the  Commissioner  of  Police 
to  direct  that  dogs  in  the  Metropolitan 
Police  District  shall  be  subject  to  re- 
strictions unless  they  are  under  "con- 
trol." That  phraso  is  one  used  by  the 
Legielatiue,  and  it  is  for  the  magistrates 
to  interpret  it.  There  are  now  in  exist- 
ence regulations  under  both  Statutes 
which  appear  to  me  sufficient. 
Subsequently, 
Mb.  NORRIS  said,  that  the  right  bon. 


LAW    OF    COPYRIGHT- LEGISLATION. 

Mk.  hunter  (Aberdeen,  N.)  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment intend  to  bring  in,  next  Seesion,  a 
Bill  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  Law 
of  Copyright? 

The  secretary  to  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Baron  Hehby  De  Wohms) 
(Liverpool,  East  Toiteth)  (who  re- 
plied) said:  The  Board  of  Trade  fully 
recognize  the  necessity  for  legislation  in 
connection  with  the  Law  of  Copyright ; 
but  they  are  not  at  present  in  a  position 
to  give  a  pledge  as  to  the  exact  time 
when  they  will  be  able  to  deal  with  this 
important  subject  The  Board  will  not 
fail,  however,  to  give  tlie  matter  their 
best  consideration  during  the  R«cesa. 

RAILWAYS  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES)- 
IlIPROVED  COUPLINGS. 

Mr.  W.  J.  CORBET  (Wicklow.  8.) 
asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  Whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  recent  Correspondence  in  Th* 
Timet  relative  to  improved  couplings  on 
Railways;  whether  it  is  true,  as  stated, 
that  in  seven  years  1,081  men  have 
been  killed  and  9,265  injured  during 
shunting  operations ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  a  trial  of  improved  couplings 
was  held  at  Nine  ^ms  lately,  and 
that  a  further  trial  is  to  take  place ; 
and,  whether  he  will  direct  the  Govern- 
ment Inspector  to  be  present,  so  as  to 
insure  an  impartial  Report  on  the  merits 
of  the  different  methods  ? 

Thb  SECRETARY  (Baron  Henbt  De 
WofiHs)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth)  :  I 
am  aware  that  a  correspondence  has  re- 
cently taken  place  in  Th«  Timet  relative 
to  improved  couplings  on  railways. 
Upon  a  reference  to  the  Return  in  the 
last  general  Report  of  the  Beard  of 
Trade  upon  Accidents  on  Railways,  it 
appears  that  during  the  last  seven  years 
831  servants  were  killed,  and  9,0t)8  in- 
jured, during  shunting  operations,  and 
not  1,081  killed  and  9,265  injured  as 
stated  by  the  hon.  Member.  I  am  awaro 
that  a  trial  of  improved  couplings  was 


and  learned  Gentleman  had  not  answered  held  at  Nine  Elmelately ;  but  I  am  not 
aware  that  a  further  trial  is  to  take 
place.  In  the  event  of  a  further  trial, 
there  will  be  no  objection  to  an  Inspec- 
tor of  Railways  being  present ;  bat,  as 
I  stated  to  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
St.     Pancras    (Ur-     Coohrane-Baillie), 


the  latter  part  of  his  Question. 

Ma.  MATTHEWS  :  I  stated  that  re- 
gulations  bad  been  issued  under  botli 
Statutes,  in  as  wide  and  stringent  terms 
as  those  Statutes  admitted  of.  I  cannot 
do  any  more. 
Jfr.  £aike» 
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on  the  9t]i  of  this  month,  the  Board  of 
Trade  cannot  take  upon  themselves  to 
express  an  opinion  upon  the  results  of 
such  a  trial,  as  they  do  not  wish  to 
assume  a  responsibility  which  must  ne- 
cessarily rest  upon  those  who  have  the 
control  and  management  of  railways. 

BULGARIA— ABDICATION    OF    PRINCE 

ALEXANDER. 

Sir  henry  TYLER  (Great  Yar- 
mouth)  asked  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Whether  the 
Emperor  or  Government  of  Russia  have, 
in  compelling  Prince  Alexander  to  abdi- 
cate the  Throne  of  Bulgaria,  which  he 
occupied  under  the  joint  authority  of  the 
Great  Powers  of  Europe,  claimed  to  act 
under  any  right  or  title,  by  Treaty  or 
otherwise ;  and,  when  Her  Majesty's 
Goyemment  will  be  prepared  to  lay 
before  Parliament  the  communications 
that  have  passed  in  reference  to  that  ab- 
dication, so  as  to  show  how  far  the  other 
Powers  to  the  Treaty  of  Berlin  have 
acquiesced  in  or  protested  against  the 
course  adopted  by  Russia,  apparently 
in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the  people 
of  Bmgaria  ? 

Mr.  DILLON  asked  whether  the 
Question,  which  was,  as  he  contended, 
couched  in  very  offensive  language  to- 
wards a  friendly  Foreign  Power,  and 
which  contained  an  expression  of  opinion 
on  the  action  of  that  Power,  was  strictly 
in  Order  ? 

Mr.  speaker  :  The  Question  only 
refers  to  the  fact  whether  certain  com- 
munications passed  between  the  Powers; 
and  whether  they  acquiesced  in,  or 
dissented  from,  the  course  adopted  by 
one  of  the  Powers. 

Mr.  DILLON:  The  Question  ex- 
presses an  opinion  that  the  course  taken 
by  Russia  is  in  opposition  to  the  feelings 
and  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  Bulgaria. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  word  «*  ap- 
parently" occurs  before  the  words  **in 
opposition  to,"  and  the  Question  is  in 
Order. 

The  under  SECRETARY  (Sir 
James  Fergusson)  (Manchester,  N.E.) : 
Her  Majesty's  Government  have  no 
official  information  that  would  justify 
them  in  stating  that  the  Emperor  or 
Government  of  Russia  have  compelled 
Prince  Alexander  of  Battenberg  to 
abdicate  the  Throne  of  Bulgaria. 
They  cannot,  therefore,  make  the  as- 
sumption on  which  the  hon.  Member's 


Question  rests.  Prince  Alexander  was 
seized  and  carried  out  of  the  country  by 
an  act  of  mutiny  and  treachery  on  the 
part  of  a  portion  of  his  Army.  He 
returned  to  Bulgaria,  and  thereafter 
abdicated,  for  reasons  which  he  stated 
in  a  public  document.  I  am  unable  to 
undertake  at  any  definite  date  to  lay 
before  the  House  the  communications 
that  have  passed  on  this  subject.  I  have 
already  submitted  to  the  House  that  in 
the  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment no  good  purpose,  but  probably  the 
reverse,  would  be  served  thereby.  We 
know  that  the  Constitutional  forms  pro- 
per to  the  occasion  are  being  followed 
by  the  Regency,  and  that  all  the  dif- 
ferent parties  in  Bulgaria  appear  to  be 
determined  to  co-operate  for  the  main- 
tenance of  peace. 

ARMY— CHARGES    AGAINST    THE 
ORDNANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  E.  ROBERTSON  (Dundee)  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  If  his  at- 
tention has  been  called  to  the  following 
statement  attributed  to  Colonel  Hope,  in 
The  Daily  Chronicle  of  13th  Septem- 
ber:— 

*'A8  regards  the  initial  conspiracy,  I  have 
charged  in  my  statement,  and  I  charge  now, 
two  ex-officials  (whom  I  have  named)  of  the 
highest  class  in  the  Ordnance  Department,  one 
of  them  at  the  time  in  the  full  pay  of  the  Royul 
Artillery,  and  both,  at  that  time,  in  a  fiduciary 
position,  and  haying  the  power  of  giving  out 
contracts,  with  conspiracy  to  defraud  the  Na- 
tion, by  doing  certain  things  which  I  described 
in  my  statement ;  " 

and,  whether  any  statement  submitted 
by  Colonel  Hope  to  him  did  in  fact  con- 
tain such  charges  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster)  : 
I  have  seen  the  paragraph  referred  to ; 
but  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  answer 
I  have  repeatedly  given  in  this  House,  to 
the  effect  that  the  statement  of  Colonel 
Hope  contained  nothing  which  would 
justify  me,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Law 
Officers  and  of  myself,  in  submitting  it 
to  any  Court  which  could  be  considered 
competent  of  dealing  with  it  judicially. 
The  document  has  been  returned  to  Colo- 
nel Hope  in  compliance  with  the  condition 
he  made  in  sending  it  to  me,  and  after  all 
that  has  passed  he  would  appear  to  me 
to  be  bound  in  honour  to  publish  it  to 
the  world  intact,  if  he  believes  the 
allegations  contained  in  it  to  be  true. 
Hon.  Members  would  then  be  able  to 
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judge  for  themselves  of  the  nature  of  of  the  Government 'to  depart  from  that 

the  charges  he  hrings,  and  of  the  cha-  practice, 
racter  of  the  evidence  by  which  they  are 

supported  THE    PARLIAMENTARY    FRANCHISE- 
ELECTORAL  POWER  OF 

TREATY  OF  BERLIN— ARTICLE    LXL—  WOMEN. 

ARMENIA.  Mr.  LAFONE  (South wark,  Ber- 
ir  oTTATTr  T  wT:n:iTT"DT:i  /-d  j*  A  mondsey)  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Mr  SHAW  LEFEVRE  (Bradford  Exchequir,  If  he  will,  in  the  next  See- 
Central)  asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  ^.  i^t^d^^^  ^  gill  to  extend  the  pre- 
State  for  Foreign  AflFa.rs  Whether  Her  a^nt'eieetoral  power  of  women  to  enable 
Majesty's  Ambassador  at  Constantinople  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  Members  of  Parliament? 
has  recently,  by  direction  of  the  late  TheCHANCELLOEofthbEXCHE- 
Government  made  representations  to  qjj^  ^j^^^  Eandoli-h  Chorchill) 
the  Sultan  of  Turkey  on  the  continued  (p^ddington,  8.) :  This  question,  also 
misgovernment  of  Armenia  and  the  en-  ^j  conferring  electoral  power  in  the 
tire  neglect  of  reforms  on  the  carrying  ^,^  ^j  ^^^  Parliamentary  Franchise 
out  of  which  the  obligations  of  this  ^^  i"^^  .^  ^^^  ^j^^t  ^^^  ^^^  been 
Country  m  respect  of  Armenia  are  j^^^  ^^  ^^^  enterprize  of  private  Mem- 
based  ;    and,  whether  he  will  lay  any  ^^^    ^^^  ^  j  ^^^^^^  j^  ^^,^  ^^^ 

Papers    on    this    subject     before    the  babl4  that  a  very  great  difference  of  opi- 

V^l     TTNr>T7P     ^POPPTAPV  fRir  ^^°°^  ®*^*'^  among  the  Members  of  the 

The     UNDEE    SECRETAKY  (Sir  Qo^emment  on  the  subject   I   do  not 

James  Ferousson)  (Manchester  N.E  ) :  ^^j^^  j^  ^^^j^  ^e  possible  for  the  Qo- 

S^*    late    Government     directed    Sir  ^^^^^^^  ^  take  it  up. 

Edward   Thornton    to  take  an  oppor-  '^ 

tunity   at    his    discretion    of   pointing  kaILWAYS-ACCIDENT   ON  THE  LAN- 

out  to   the    Sublime    Porte    the   delay  CASHIRE  AND  YORKSHIRE  RAIL- 

in  carrying  out  the  needful  reforms  m  ^^y    AT    BROCKHOLES  —  AUTO- 

Armenia,  and  the  importance  in  the  in-  matIC  BRAKES 

terest  of  the  Turkish  Empire  of  remov-  ,-     /^tT»xTKTTXT/-i /-vr  _ii.        i       -on 

ing  causes  of  complaint.  ^  Sir  Edward  ^r.  CHANNING  (Northampton^  E.) 

miT A^«    ^«  iu«  1C1.U    A«^„of    ^}^^^A  asked  the   Secretary  to    the  Board   of 

x?rS;ds\?^  tr^SM-inSr  a  ^'1%.^^^^'    '^   '"''""fr.  ^^ 

Memorandum  on  the  subject.    Her  Ma-  Yorkshire  EailwayCompany  have  sent 

jesty'e  Government  take  the  same  view  ^"  *"  *^«  ^"^'l^  of  Trade  a  report  of  the 
as  was  expressed  by  their  Predecessors  flarming  accident  at  Brockholes,  be- 
on  the  7th^  June,  that  the  publication  of  tween  Huddersfield  and  Holmfirth,  on 
the  Correspondence  is  at  present  un-  Saturday  last,  when  it  is  stated  that  a 
1.11*^  ^  portion  of  the  tram  which  left  Hudders- 
field at  noon,  on  being  detached,  rushed 
down  an  incline  at  hisrh  speed,  and  came 

'^^^L^'^n^T^^^'^f.^^  into  collision  with  goods^waggons  in  a 

DISABILITIES  OF  THE  POLICE  ^.^^^  ^^  g^^^  g^^  .  ^j^^^ff^  ^^^  j^_ 

^^^^^'  specters  of    the  Board  of  Trade   have 

Mr.    LAFONE    (Southwark,    Ber-  repeatedly  recommended  Eailway  Com- 

mondsey)  asked  Mr.  Ohancellor  of  the  panies  to  adopt  automatic  brakes,  with 

Exchequer,    If    he    will    consider    the  the  view  of  preventing  accidents  of  this 

desirability  of  introducing  a  Bill  next  nature;    whether   Colonel  Kich,  in  his 

Session  to  relieve  the   Police  Force  of  Report  on  a  collision  which  occurred  on 

the  United  Kingdom  of  their  present  the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Eailway 

electoral  disabilities  ?  at  Daisyfield  Junction   on  the    7th   of 

TheCHANCELLORoftheEXCHE-  August  1880,  owing  to  the  parting  of  a 

QUER   (Lord    Randolph    Churchill)  train  on  an  incline,  stated  that  that  col- 

(Paddington,  S.) :  This  question  of  re-  lision  would  probably  not  have  occurred 

lieving  the  Police  Force  of  their  elec-  if  the  train  had  been  fitted  with  an  auto- 

toral  disabilities  in  connection  with  the  matic  brake ;  whether  General  Hutchin- 

Parliamentary   Franchise    has  hitherto  son,  in  his  Report  on  the  serious  acci- 

been  left    by  the    Government   in  the  dent  near  Southport,  on  the  Lancashire 

hands  of  private  Members,  and  I  am  and  Yorkshire  Eailway,  on  2nd  Norem 

not  aware  of  any  intention  on  the  part  ber    1882,   stated   that   the  automatic 

Mr.  jr.  n.  Smith 
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yacuum  brake  in  use  on  the  train  saved 
the  part  of  the  train  which  remained  on 
the  rails  from  disaster  by  stopping  it 
within  seventy  yards ;  whether  it  appears 
from  the  last  Keturns  under  the  Con- 
tinuous Brakes  Act  that  the  Lancashire 
and  Yorkshire  Eailway  Company  has 
998  vehicles  fitted  with  automatic  and 
1,488  fitted  with  non-automatic  brakes ; 
and,  whether  the  Board  of  Trade  will, 
in  consideration  of  these  facts,  urge  on 
the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway 
Company  the  necessity  of  a  more  rapid 
adoption  of  automatic  brakes  on  the 
whole  of  their  rolling  stock  used  for 
passenger  trains  ? 

The  secretary  (Baron  Henry  Db 
Worms)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) :  The 
Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Company  have 
not  sent  in  a  Return  of  the  accident  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  refers ;  but  the 
Board  of  Trade  have  directed  an  in- 
specting officer  to  hold  an  inquiry  into 
the  circumstances  connected  with  it. 
The  Railway  Inspectors  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  have  repeatedly  recommended 
Railway  Companies  to  adopt  automatic 
brakes.  Colonel  Rich,  in  his  Report  on 
the  collision  which  occurred  on  the  Lan- 
cashire and  Yorkshire  Railway  at  Daisy- 
field  Junction,  on  the  7th  August,  1880, 
did  state  that  the  collision  would  pro- 
bably not  have  occurred  if  the  train  had 
been  fitted  with  an  automatic  brake. 
Major  General  Hutchinson  also  reported, 
as  stated  by  the  hon.  Member  in  his 
Question.  It  does  appear  from  the  De- 
cember Returns,  under  the  Continuous 
Brakes  Act,  that  the  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshire  Railway  Company  has  998 
vehicles  fitted  with  automatic,  and  1,488 
fitted  with  non-automatic  brakes ;  and  I 
will  direct  a  copy  of  the  hon.  Member's 
Question  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Com- 
pany for  any  observations  they  may 
have  to  offer. 

IRELAND  —  BOWLING  GREEN  MILLS, 
CO.  GAL  WAY— REPORT  OF  COLONEL 
SMITH,  R.E. 

Mr.  PINKERTON  (Galway)  aaked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  If  he  can 
state  the  reason  why  Colonel  Smith, 
R.E.,  did  not  include  the  Bowling  Green 
Mills,  Galway,  in  his  Report  to  the 
Treasury  in  1879  ;  whether  Colonel 
Smith  was  precluded  by  his  instructions 
from  inquiring  into  the  case  of  those 
mills;   and,   whether  the    Treasury  is 


prepared  to  lay  Colonel  Smith's  Report 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  ? 

The  secretary  (Mr.  Jackson) 
(Leeds,  N.),  in  reply,  said,  the  Question 
had  only  appeared  on  the  Paper  that 
morning,  and  as  it  related  to  matters, 
information  about  which  would  have  to 
be  obtained  from  Dublin,  ho  was  unable 
to  answer  it.  He  was  informed,  how- 
ever, that  the  Question  had  been  con- 
sidered before ;  and  if  the  hon.  Member 
desired  it  he  would  make  further  in- 
quiry, and  communicate  the  result  to 
the  hon.  Member. 

Mr.  PINKERTON  said,  he  would 
repeat  the  Question  on  Thursday. 

IRELAND  (SOUTH  WESTERN  DISTRICT) 
—ACTION  OF  SIR  RED  VERS  BULLER. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  General 
Buller  has  yet  supplied  the  Government 
with  a  Report  upon  the  state  of  Kerry 
and  Clare  and  the  other  districts  under 
his  authority;  and,  when  the  Report, 
supposing  it  to  have  been  supplied,  will 
be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.): 
I  am,  of  course,  in  official  communica- 
tion with  Sir  Redvers  Buller,  and  also 
with  other  officials  holding  the  position 
of  Divisional  Magistrate  in  Ireland ; 
but  I  have  no  Report  from  General 
Buller  which  is  not  of  a  confidential 
nature,  and  which  I  could  lay  on  the 
Table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  cox  (Clare,  E.)  asked,  whether 
it  is  true,  as  stated  in  the  papers,  that 
General  Buller  has  reported  that  the 
rents  are  uniformly  much  too  high  in 
the  counties  of  Kerry  and  Clare  ? 

Sib  MICHAEL  HICKS -BEACH  : 
No,  Sir. 

SUPPLY— ORDER  OF  TAKING  THE 
ESTIMATES. 

Mr.  lewis  (Londonderry)  asked, 
When  the  Government  proposed  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  Irish  Constabulary  Vote  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolph  Chubchell) 
(PaddingtoD,  S.) :  It  depends  on  what 
progress  we  may  make.  We  did  not 
do  much  good  last  night  by  altering  the 
usual  course  of  Supply  ;  and,  therefore, 
we  will  adhere  regularly  to  the  Votes  as 
they  stand  in  the  Civil  Service  Esti- 
mates, with  the  exception  of  the  Irish 
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Constabulary  Vote,  an  arrangement 
having  been  entered  into  with  respect 
to  it ;  but  the  time  for  taking  it  I  cannot 
yet  fix. 

THE    CURRENCY  — THE    ROYAL    COM- 
MISSION—THE MONEY  ARTICLE  OF 
"THE  TIMES." 

Mr.  T.  SUTHERLAND  (areenock) 
asked  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  in  bis 
capacity  as  Chairman  of  the  Eoyal  Com- 
mission on  the  Currency,  Whether  his 
attention  had  been  called  to  a  paragraph 
in  the  Money  Article  of  The  Times  of  that 
day  of  an  extraordinary  character  ?  The 
paragraph  was  as  follows :  — 

**  Hopes  have  been  raised  in  many  quarters 
that  the  Royal  Commission  recently  appointed 
to  investigate  the  effects  of  the  fall  in  the 
value  of  silver  upon  international  commerce 
might  possibly  recommend  our  Government  to 
listen  to  the  appeals  which  have  been  made  to 
them  to  join  other  Powers  in  some  attempt  to 
restore  that  metal  to  the  price  from  which  it 
had  fallen.  It  will  be  satisfactory  to  those  who 
entertain  fears  in  that  regard  to  learn  that  one 
Member  of  the  Commission,  at  least,  whose  prac- 
tical experience  and  sound  views  will  be  likely 
to  exercise  considerable  influence  on  his  Col- 
leagues, does  not  hesitate  to  let  it  be  known  that 
he  intends  to  put  his  foot  down''at  an  early  stage 
of  the  proceedings,  and  to  stifle  any  attempt  to 
discuss  the  question  of  tampering  with  the  Cur- 
rency system  under  which  this  country  has 
reached  unrivalled  prosperity  and  economical 
development.  Tho  Member  of  the  Commission 
referred  to  is  of  opinion  that,  as  far  as  this  coun- 
try is  concerned,  all  we  have  to  do  is  to  examine 
into  the  Currency  system  of  our  Indian  Empire, 
and  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  time  has 
arrived  for  assimilating  that  system  with  our 
own,  by  establishing  there  a  gold  standard.'* 

He  (Mr.  Sutherland)  would  like  to  ask 
the  right  hoD.  GentlemaU)  Whether  the 
expression  of  such  an  opinion  as  that 
here  attributed  to  a  Eoyal  Commissioner 
is  at  all  consistent  with  the  terms  of  the 
Heference  to  the  Eoyal  Commission  in 
question,  or  could  possibly  have  been 
expressed  by  anyone  holding  such  an 
appointment  ? 

The  SECEETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Manchester,  E.) ; 
As  far  as  I  caught  the  quotation,  it  ap- 
pears to  be  an  unsigned  article  about  an 
unnamed  Member  of  the  Commission. 
I  cannot  believe  that  any  Member  of  the 
Commission  could  have  expressed  the 
opinion  there  attributed  to  him,  because, 
as  tho  terms  of  the  Eeference  show,  the 
English  Cunency  as  well  as  the  Indian 
Currency  distinctly  comes  under  the  terms 
of  that  Commission. 

Lord  Randolph  Churehill 


CHANNEL   FISHERIES  —  FISHERIES 

REGQLATION,  1843  — DETENTION 

OF  ENGLISH  FISHING  SMACKS 

AT  HAVRE. 

Mb.  EOUND  (Essex,  N.E.,  Harwich) 
asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  Whether  he  has  anj 
information  which  he  can  communieate 
to  the  House  with  reference  to  the  de- 
tention of  English  fishing  boats  at 
Havre  ? 

The  UNDEE  SECEETAEY  (Sir 
James  Fergusson)  (Manchester,  N.E.)  : 
Yes ;  we  have  a  telegram  from  the  Con- 
sul General  at  Havre,  stating  that  the 
crews  and  boats  referred  to  nave  been 
released. 


QUEEN'S    SPEECH— HER  MAJESTY'S 

ANSWER  TO  THE  ADDRESS. 

The     COMPTEOLLER    of    tm 

HOUSEHOLD   (Lord  Abthto   Hill) 

reported   Her  Majesty's  Answer  to  the 

Address,  as  folio weth : — 

/  thank  you  sincerely  for  your  loyal  emddut^fui 
Address. 

It  is  gratifying  to  Me  to  receive  your  euntrMmce 
that,  although  summoned  to  meet  at  a  period  of  ike 
year  usually  assigned  for  the  ReeesSf  your  eorefui 
consideration  will  be  given  to  those  uuetturee 
which  are  essential  to  the  conduct  of  the  I^uUic 
Service  during  the  remaining  portion  of  thejtnem' 
cial  year, 

ORDERS    OF    THE   DAT. 


SUPPLY-CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 
Supply — considered  in  Oommittee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 
Class  II. — Salaries  akd  Expstskb  of 

Civil  Depabtmshtb. 

(1.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

**  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £17,866.  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  Bum 
necessary  to  defray  tho  Charge  which  will 
como  in  course  of  payment  during  the  jmx 
ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March  1887,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Offices  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land in  Dublin  and  London,  and  Subordinaie 
Departments." 

Mb.  TUITE  (Westmeath,  N.) :  Upon 
this  Vote  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  to  the  continued 
imprisonment  of  the  Barbavilla  pri- 
soners; and  80  strongly  do  I  feel  as 
to  the  innocence  of  these  unfortunate 
men,  that  so  long  as  I  am  a  Member 
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of  this  House  I  shall  never  tire  of 
bringing  their  case  forward.  I  believe 
the  prisoners  to  have  been  unjustly 
convicted.  Evidence  has  been  forth- 
coming since  the  trial  to  show  that  the 
basis  of  the  verdict  found  against  them 
was  altogether  false,  and  that  the  evi- 
dence was  a  tissue  of  concocted  perjury. 
The  police  assisted  the  Crown  witnesses 
to  make  up  the  story,  or  series  of  stories, 
told  in  the  several  depositions  made 
from  time  to  time ;  and  it  is  to  the  cha- 
racter of  the  evidence  given,  at  the  trial 
that  I  mean  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
Committee,  as  also  to  the  character  of 
the  Crown  witnesses  by  whom  the  depo- 
sitions were  made.  Now,  Sir,  it  will  be 
remembered  that  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  1882  a  diabolical  murder  took  place 
in  the  county  of  Westmeath .  A  gentleman 
named  Smyth  was  retumiug  from  church 
in  his  carriage  when  he  was  fired  at; 
but  the  assassin  missed  his  aim,  and  a 
lady — Mrs.  Smyth — who  was  ridiug  in 
the  same  carriage,  was  unfortunately 
killed.  The  whole  country  denounced 
the  crime,  and  in  no  district  was  it  more 
denounced  than  in  that  in  which  it  was 
committed.  The  crime  was  denounced 
on  the  following  Sunday  from  the  altars 
of  the  Boman  Catholic  churches,  and 
the  persons  who  knew  anything  of  the 
matter  were  implored  to  come  forward 
and  bring  the  real  perpetrators  of  the 
crime  to  justice.  What  took  place  ? 
Several  persons  were  arrested  under  the 
Crimes  Act  on  suspicion  of  having  com- 
mitted the  murder;  but  not  a  single 
charge  was  made  against  them.  Secret 
inquiries  were  carried  on  from  time  to 
time,  at  which  no  material  evidence  was 
produced  against  the  prisoners.  All  the 
time  the  police  of  the  district  were  at 
work  offering  bribes  and  using  every 
kind  of  intimidation  to  induce  witnesses 
to  come  forward  and  implicate  the  un- 
fortunate men  who  were  in  custody,  and 
who,  I  venture  to  assert,  were  entirely 
innocent  of  the  crime.  A  bribe  of 
£2,500  was  offered  by  the  Government, 
and  that,  in  itself,  was  no  small  induce- 
ment to  the  wretches  among  whom  the 
police  of  the  district  were  at  work  to 
trump  up  a  charge.  Night  and  day  the 
police  went  among  the  scum  of  the 
locality,  endeavouring  to  extract  some- 
thing by  which  they  would  be  able  to 
make  somebody  amenable.  The  fact 
was  that  no  matter  how  the  conviction 
was  to  be  obtained,  no  matter  how  the 


money  was  obtained,  and  no  matter  in 
what  form  so  long  as  the  officials  and 
the  Government  in  Ireland  were  satis- 
fied, a  conviction  must  be  had.  Well, 
Sir,  1 1  men  were  put  upon  their  trial. 
They  were  tried  in  two  batches.  In  the 
first  batch  the  allegation  of  the  Crown 
was  that  the  prisoners  were  the  actual 
murderers  ;  but  there  was  not  sufficient 
evidence  against  them  to  sustain  that 
charge.  Therefore,  an  extraordinary  pro- 
ceeding was  allowed  by  the  Judge,  who 
Eermitted  the  evidence  for  the  murder  to 
e  used  against  the  prisoners  charged 
with  conspiracy.  They  were  tried  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Crimes  Act,  and  that 
Act  enabled  the  most  outrageous  form 
of  jury-packing  which  has  ever  pre- 
vailed in  any  civilized  community  to  be 
resorted  to.  Roman  Catholics,  as  they 
came  forth,  were  told  to  stand  aside : 
and  no  juror,  unless  he  was  known  to  be 
hostile  to  the  prisoners,  was  allowed  to 
go  into  the  jury  box.  As  an  instance  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  jury  was  em« 
pannelled,  I  may  state  one  fact  that  will, 
I  think,  be  sufficient  to  convince  any 
fair-minded  man  that  justice  could  not 
be  done  to  any  person  or  persons  under 
such  a  system.  A  Mr.  Amos  Yereker, 
when  called,  stated  at  once  that  he  was 
a  personal  friend  of  Mr.  Smyth,  the 
gentleman  whose  life  was  attempted. 
Thereupon  the  prisoners'  counsel  chal- 
lenged him  for  cause.  Mr.  Yereker 
was  then  examined,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  whether  he  ought  to  serve 
on  the  jury,  and  he  swore  that  he  was 
a  member  of  the  same  Orange  Lodge  to 
which  Mr.  Smyth  belonged.  Never- 
theless, the  triers  found  him  competent 
to  serve  upon  the  jury.  That  lost  the 
counsel  for  the  prisoners  one  of  the  six 
challenges  to  which  he  was  entitled. 
Finally,  I  believe,  Mr.  Yereker  was 
challenged  peremptorily  by  prisoners' 
counsel,  and  was  not  allowed  to  sit  upon 
the  jury.  The  circumstance  shows  the 
animus  with  which  the  jury  was  empan- 
nelled;  and,  notwithstanding  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  and  the  juries  at  the  sub- 
sequent trials  were  packed,  there  were 
several  disagreements.  In  one  instance 
there  were  10  jurors  in  favour  of  an 
acquittal,  and  only  two  for  a  conviction. 
That  fact  alone  is,  I  think,  sufficient  to 
prove  the  weak  case  of  the  Crown 
against  the  prisoners,  and  the  unre- 
liability of  the  evidence.  At  length 
oonvictiona  were  secured,  and  the  pri- 
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him  be  drank  and  squandered,  and  he  had  to 
leave  Collinstown  and  then  went  to  Belfast  to 
live.  He  had  to  leave  Belfast  during  the  time 
of  the  Fenians  and  went  to  England.  He 
came  back  and  had  not  a  rag  on  his  back,  but 
drank  all.  He  went  about  several  places.  .  .  . 
During  the  whole  time  he  was  constantly  drink- 
ing, and  had  his  wife  and  children  starved." 

Here  is  what  the  same  individual  says 
of  the  younger  M'Keon — 

'*  He  is,  in  fact,  worse  than  his  father.  He 
was  always  plundering  and  thieving,  and 
breaking  into  houses.  The  only  character  I 
could  give  of  him  is  the  worst  of  the  worst.*' 

Another  relative,  an  aunt  with  whom 
he  lived,  says  of  him — **  He  is  a  liar,  a 
rogue,  and  a  great  blackguard."  Surely, 
men  of  this  kind  are  not  men  who  should 
be  allowed  to  be  brought  forward  by  the 
police  to  swear  away  the  liberties  of  re- 
spectable men.  I  have  had  the  pleasure 
of  knowing  some  of  these  unfortunate 
men  ;  I  believe  the  whole  of  them  to  be 
innocent,  and  I  know  some  of  them  to 
be  among  the  most  respectable  men  of 
their  class  in  the  country.  One  of  them, 
William  M'Cormack,  farms  close  upon 
400  acres  of  land,  and  belongs  to  one  of 
the  most  respectable  families  in  the 
county  of  Westmeath.  I  am  satisfied, 
in  my  own  mind,  that  he  is  no  more 
capable  of  taking  part  in  a  conspiracy 
to  murder  than  any  hon.  Member  of 
this  House.  I  believe  the  same  may  be 
said  of  almost  every  man  who  is  suffer- 
ing for  this  crime ;  and  is  it  upon  the 
endence  of  wretches  like  M'Keon 
that  you  are  going  to  refuse  a  further 
inquiry  ?  But  what  an  inducement  the 
Government  offer  to  these  men  to  com- 
mit perjury.  What  must  a  sum  of 
£2,500  have  been  to  wretches  of  this 
description  ?  Would  they  not  swear 
anything  for  it  ?  Would  they  not  have 
been  guilty  of  the  most  diabolical  crime 
in  order  to  obtain  it  ?  And  yet  upon  the 
evidence  of  such  men  the  prisoners 
were  convicted.  The  chief  witness  for 
the  Crown  on  the  trial  of  the  second 
batch  of  the  Barbavilla  prisoners  was 
Patrick  Cole.  The  second  batch  could 
not  have  been  convicted  without  the 
evidence  of  that  man;  and  since  the 
trials  he  made  a  declaration  that  all 
the  evidence  he  gave  against  the  pri- 
soners was  a  mass  of  perjury.  I  be- 
lieve it  is  the  fact  that  since  then 
the  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  has 
thrown  him  over,  and  has  withdrawn 
the  Emergency  men  who  were  employed 
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for  his  protection .  These  Emergency  men 
were  kept  with  him  until  the  time  he  made 
his  statement.  The  elder  M*Keon  was 
in  the  employment  of  a  Mr.  Brogan,  of 
CastlepoUard,  and  it  can  be  proved  that 
M^Keon  worked  with  Mr.  Brogan  inpon 
the  days  that  he  asserts  he  was  in  Kil- 
patrick,  when  the  conspiracy  at  Collins* 
town  was  hatched.  The  entries  in  Mr. 
Brogan' 8  books  prove  that  he  was  at 
work  on  the  23rd  and  24th  of  March, 
and  that  he  received  wages  on  those 
days.  The  book  containing  these  entries 
has  been  offered  to  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment, but  they  refused  to  accept  it. 
It  is  quite  evident  that  they  were  afraid 
of  entering  into  a  searching  investiga- 
tion for  fear  that  the  true  circumstances 
of  the  case  might  be  brought  to  light.  What 
I  contend  is,  that  this  man  was  work- 
ing five  miles  away  from  where  the  con- 
spiracy was  alleged  to  have  been  plotted, 
and  where  he  says  he  was  present ;  and 
I  assert  that  it  can  be  proved  by  inde- 
pendent witnesses  that  he  was  drunk  at 
Castlepollard,  and  had  no  opportunity  of 
attending  the  meeting.  Perhaps  hon. 
Members  will  look  at  the  depositions.  It 
is  stated  that  at  this  meeting  a  circle 
was  formed,  that  there  were  two  or  three 
men  from  Dublin  who  were  members 
of  the  Invincible  Association,  and  who 
came  down  especially  to  concoct  this  con- 
spiracy. It  is  sworn  that  at  that  meet- 
ing a  book  was  passed  round,  and  all  the 
men  present  took  the  oath  except  the  two 
Crown  informers.  Now,  I  appeal  to  the 
Committee  whether  it  is  not  a  gross  im- 
probability that  men  who  were  about  to 
embark  on  a  desparate  deed  of  this  kind 
would  allow  two  men  to  be  present  while 
the  conspiracy  was  being  concocted,  and 
not  compel  them  to  take  the  oath.  I 
maintain  that  the  evidence  with  regard 
to  that  meeting  is  a  tissue  of  falsehoods, 
and  that  the  prisoners  ought  never  to 
have  been  convicted  upon  it  at  all. 
One  of  the  Phcenix  Park  Invincibles 
is  stated  to  have  been  there ;  but  it 
can  be  proved  that  he  was  in  Dub- 
lin, and  his  employer  will  bear  testi- 
mony to  that  fact,  showing  that  not  only 
could  he  not  have  been  present  at  the 
meeting,  but  that  it  was  physically 
impossible  for  him  to  have  been  at 
Collinstown.  I  certainly  believe  that 
but  for  the  evidence  of  Cole,  who  has 
now  been  thrown  overboard  by  the  (Go- 
vernment, the  second  batch  of  prisoners 
could  not  have  been  convicted.     Cole 
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come  forward  and  state  what  he  knew.  Inspector  Oarr  is  at  present  chief  offi- 
At  that  time  he  stood  first  for  promo-  car  in  Belfast.  So  much  for  Constable 
tion ;  but  what  was  the  course  of  treat-  Fitzgerald  and  his  character,  and  so 
ment  he  received  ?  He  was  sent  to  the  much  for  the  truth  of  the  statement  he 
wilds  of  Donegal,  and  there  he  has  has  made.  Now,  Sir,  four  of  the  jury- 
since  remained  without  promotion,  men  stated  most  distinctly  that  if  they 
simply  because  he  had  the  courage  to  had  known  that  the  Crown  witnesses 
come  forward  and  make  an  effort  to  had  had  an  opportunity  of  obtaining 
save  these  unfortunate  men,  perhaps  access  to  each  other  while  in  the  hands 
from  death,  but,  at  any  rate,  from  the  of  the  police,  they  would  certainly  have 
terrible  imprisonment  which  they  are  acquitted  the  prisoners.  One  of  the 
now   undergoing.      Now,    what  is  the  jurymen  writes — 

character  of   Constable  Fitzgerald  ?     I  «« i  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  I  would 

have  received  a  copy  of  the  character  have  acquitted  the  prisoners  if  it  had  been 

he  has  received  from  various  superior  proved    on   their  behalf  that  the    M'Keons 

officers,  and  here  is  one  from  Sub-In-  (»>•  ^\®  *^°  ^^^^^  witnesses)  had  an  opportu- 

<..^^^4.^«  T«/»««^o    tt   o.««.«-i^^««   «,Urx  «,««  nity  of  communicating  with  one  another  while 

spector  Jacques,  a  gentleman  who  was  j^  ^^e  hands  of  the  police." 

Tory  much  mixed  up  with  this  prosecu-  „„    .           .,            u    *    iixu-     i  *-l-      o 

tion,  and  who  has  profited  by  it  to  a  What  was  the  result  of  all  this  plotting? 

Tery  large  extent.     This  character,   I  ^^  *^^    \l^^  ^^   July,  when    M*Keon 

may  say,  was  given  before  Constable  f?^^/?*^  the  meeting,  it  is  well  known 

Fitzgerald  made  his  statement.     On  the  t't  ""  """"f  ?i^^^l''^®  ""!  the  police. 

18th  of  March,  Inspector  Jacques  wrote  M'Keon    stated  at  the  outset  that  he 

to  Captain  Butler-  ^^®^.  nothing  whatever  of  that  particular 

*«Tv     *     w   ^1,  *  c          *  HT  17-.        ij  meeting,  but  by  the  connivance  of  the 

"  I  beg  to  state  that  Sergeant  M.Fittgerald  police   he    was    afterwards   brought    to 

has  been  working  under  my  observation  since  ^           x u   x  i!^         wAt'^xwr^xvio    c^xvuguw    iv 

September,  1882.    He  is  a  most  hard-working  swear  that  he  was  present  at  it.  Having, 

and  zealous  man.    If  ever  faithful  service  de-  in  the  meantime,  had  an  interview  with 

served  success  his  should  have  done.    This  is  old   M'Keon,    Head   Constable    Lynch 

not  my  opinion  only.    It  is  also  that  of  the  g^^^Q  that  during  the  investigation  the 

Crown  Solicitor,  who  more  than  once  spoke  to  ..               i.    j                          a 

me  on  the  subject.    I  fully  agree  with  Mr.  witnesses  had  no  means  of  communica. 

Chatterton,  D.I.,  that  unless  this  man's  ser-  ting  with  each  other.     I  am  prepared  to 

vices  are  in  some  way  recognized  he  stands  in  a  prove  that    that  statement  is  complete 

much  worse  position  than  if  he  had  never  ex-  perjury,  and  I  demand  the  prosecution 

erted  himself  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty."  ^f  ^^^^  Constable  Lynch.     If  not,  why 

That  testimonial  is  signed  by  Sub-In-  not  prosecute  Father  Curry  for  having 

spector  Jacques,  who  was  the  Inspector  stated  that  Lynch  committed  perjury? 

of  the  district  in  which  Constable  Fitz-  I  say  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 

gerald  was  stationed.  Here  also  is  a  letter  ment  either  to  prosecute  Father  Curry 

from  Captain  Butler,  the  Divisional  Ma-  or  Head  Constable  Lynch.  Father  Curry 

gistrate  to  the  Crown  Prosecutor —  asserts  that  Head  Constable  Lynch  has 

"29th  August,  1883.  committed  the  grossest  perjury  in  this 

**  Dear  Mr.  Julian,— I  quite  agree  in  the  opi-  case,  and  he  is  prepared  to   prove  his 

nion  you  express  of  Constable  Fitzgerald,  and  assertion  by  evidence  if  the  Government 

wiU  be  glad  to  bear  testimony  to  his  intelligence  ^m  grant  the  full  inquiry  we  now  de- 

and  zeal. — Sincerelv  3'ours,  j       xt         o-         i.    i.  •    xu       u         ±  ^ 

''A.  Butler."  mand.     Now,  Sir,  what  is  the  charactet 

„,        .    n              •  J.    X      •     TTT    1.     \i_  of  the  M*Keon8  ?     They  have   a  most 

Twenty-five  magiatrates  in  WeBtmoath  disreputable  character-a  character  as 

petitioned  for  his  speedy  promotion  to  a  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^j^j^^  the  worst  member  of 

Head    Constableship      The    Mullmgar  ^„^j        ^^„          .^^^^    ^^^^     ^,  ^j^    ^ 

Town  Council,  on  the  7th  of  May    1878,  J'  ^.g-lon  was  arrested,  there  was 

unanimously  passed  a  resolution  of  h.gh  ^^^  ^  ^^^         ^f  housebreaking  and  p«- 

appreciation  of  his  character  and   ser-  -^^^         j„»j  j^;^       U^t   ^^^  ^^  /^^ 

'ir*  '?..  ^^ullingar       Captain    Butler  J^j^j^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^j^^^  M'Keon, 

attests  that  he  acquitted   himseli  with  „„j     .^^    o,.«„^r«*k^«    ^js    4.u«    ,^..«I 

j.^  .    ^,      -r>     1  ^  .11                  n       J.  aiid     tne    granaiatner    oi    the    youofi: 

credit  in  the  BarbaviUa  cases.     County  -iif.rr^^^    co^^  ^^  i,:«  ^™« -^« 

T          xn                          T>i.jAj  JVl'Jleon,  says  01  liis  own  son — 

Inspector  Carr  savs  in  a  Report  dated  '^ 

the  8th  of  May,  1884—  l^'^^l^!  ""*!,*  ^V  ^f  ^^^^  ""^J"^^  ^®  T*** 

'^'  nothing  but  a  drunkard,  a  vagabond,  and  a 

*•  Sergeant   Fitzgerald  is  a  most    excellent  rogue ;  in  fact,  he  could  not  get  too  bad  a  cha- 

policeman,  and  hia  services  are  deserving  of  racter.     He  married  at  about  17  years  of  age, 

every  recognition."  and  I  set  him  up  in  ColHnstown.    All  I  gave 
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him  be  drank  and  squandered,  and  he  had  to 
leave  Collinstown  and  then  went  to  Belfast  to 
live.  He  had  to  leave  Belfast  during  the  time 
of  the  Fenians  and  went  to  England.  He 
came  back  and  had  not  a  rag  on  his  back,  but 
drank  all.  He  went  about  several  places.  .  .  . 
During  the  whole  time  he  was  constantly  drink- 
ing, and  had  his  wife  and  children  starved.'* 

Here  is  what  the  same  individual  says 
of  the  younger  M'Keon — 

**  He  is,  in  fact,  worse  than  his  father.  He 
was  always  plundering  and  thieving,  and 
breaking  into  houses.  The  only  character  I 
could  give  of  him  is  the  worst  of  the  worst." 

Another  relative,  an  aunt  with  whom 
he  lived,  says  of  him — **  He  is  a  liar,  a 
rogue,  and  a  great  blackguard."  Surely, 
men  of  this  kind  are  not  men  who  should 
be  allowed  to  be  brought  forward  by  the 
police  to  swear  away  the  liberties  of  re- 
spectable men.  I  have  had  the  pleasure 
of  knowing  some  of  these  unfortunate 
men  ;  I  believe  the  whole  of  them  to  be 
innocent,  and  I  know  some  of  them  to 
be  among  the  most  respectable  men  of 
their  class  in  the  country.  One  of  them, 
William  M'Cormack,  farms  close  upon 
400  acres  of  land,  and  belongs  to  one  of 
the  most  respectable  families  in  the 
county  of  Westmeath.  I  am  satisfied, 
in  my  own  mind,  that  he  is  no  more 
capable  of  taking  part  in  a  conspiracy 
to  murder  than  any  hon.  Member  of 
this  House.  I  believe  the  same  may  be 
said  of  almost  every  man  who  is  suffer- 
ing for  this  crime ;  and  is  it  upon  the 
eridence  of  wretches  like  M'Keon 
that  you  are  going  to  refuse  a  further 
inquiry  ?  But  what  an  inducement  the 
Oovemment  offer  to  these  men  to  com- 
mit perjury.  What  must  a  sum  of 
£2,500  have  been  to  wretches  of  this 
description  ?  Would  they  not  swear 
anything  for  it  ?  Would  they  not  have 
been  guilty  of  the  most  diabolical  crime 
in  order  to  obtain  it  ?  And  yet  upon  the 
evidence  of  such  men  the  prisoners 
were  convicted.  The  chief  witness  for 
the  Crown  on  the  trial  of  the  second 
batch  of  the  Barbavilla  prisoners  was 
Patrick  Cole.  The  second  batch  could 
not  have  been  convicted  without  the 
evidence  of  that  man;  and  since  the 
trials  he  made  a  declaration  that  all 
the  evidence  he  gave  against  the  pri- 
soners was  a  mass  of  perjury.  I  be- 
lieve it  is  the  fact  that  since  then 
the  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  has 
thrown  him  over,  and  has  withdrawn 
the  Emergency  men  who  were  employed 

Mr.  ISUU 


for  his  protection .  These  Emergency  men 
were  kept  with  him  until  the  time  he  made 
his  statement.  The  elder  M'Keon  was 
in  the  employment  of  a  Mr.  Brogan,  of 
Castlepollard,  and  it  can  be  proved  that 
M*Keon  worked  with  Mr.  Brogan  upon 
the  days  that  he  asserts  he  was  in  Kil- 
patrick,  when  the  conspiracy  at  Collins- 
town  was  hatched.  The  entries  in  Mr. 
Brogan' s  books  prove  that  he  was  at 
work  on  the  23rd  and  24th  of  March, 
and  that  he  received  wages  on  those 
days.  The  book  containing  these  entries 
has  been  offered  to  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment, but  they  refused  to  accept  it. 
It  is  quite  evident  that  they  were  afraid 
of  entering  into  a  searching  investiga- 
tion for  fear  that  the  true  circumstances 
of  the  case  might  be  brought  to  light.  What 
I  contend  is,  that  this  man  was  work- 
ing five  miles  away  from  where  the  con- 
spiracy was  alleged  to  have  been  plotted, 
and  where  he  says  he  was  present ;  and 
I  assert  that  it  can  be  proved  by  inde- 
pendent witnesses  that  he  was  drunk  at 
Castlepollard,  and  had  no  opportunity  of 
attending  the  meeting.  Perhaps  hon. 
Members  will  look  at  the  depositions.  It 
is  stated  that  at  this  meeting  a  circle 
was  formed,  that  there  were  two  or  three 
men  from  Dublin  who  were  members 
of  the  Invincible  Association,  and  who 
came  down  especially  to  concoct  this  con- 
spiracy. It  is  sworn  that  at  that  meet- 
ing a  book  was  passed  round,  and  all  the 
men  present  took  the  oath  except  the  two 
Crown  informers.  Now,  I  appeal  to  the 
Committee  whether  it  is  not  a  gross  im- 
probability that  men  who  were  about  to 
embark  on  a  desparate  deed  of  this  kind 
would  allow  two  men  to  be  present  while 
the  conspiracy  was  beine  concocted,  and 
not  compel  them  to  take  the  oath.  I 
maintain  that  the  evidence  with  regard 
to  that  meeting  is  a  tissue  of  falsehoods, 
and  that  the  prisoners  ought  never  to 
have  been  convicted  upon  it  at  aU. 
One  of  the  Phcenix  Park  Invincibles 
is  stated  to  have  been  there ;  but  it 
can  be  proved  that  he  was  in  Dub- 
lin, and  his  employer  will  bear  testi- 
mony to  that  fact,  showing  that  not  only 
could  he  not  have  been  present  at  the 
meeting,  but  that  it  was  physically 
impossible  for  him  to  have  been  at 
Collinstown.  I  certainly  believe  that 
but  for  the  evidence  of  Cole,  who  has 
now  been  thrown  overboard  by  the  (Go- 
vernment, the  second  batch  of  prisoners 
could  not  have  been  convicted.     Cole 
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made  a ,  special  statement,  and  shortly 
afterwards  a  more  solemn  statement  to 
his  parish  priest,  in  which  he  delibe- 
rately states  that  everything  he  said  at 
the  trial  was  a  tissue  of  falsehoods.  In 
the  first  instance,  his  wife  stated — 

**  I  acknowledge  that  I  encouraged  ray  hus- 
band to  offer  evidence  in  the  recent  Barba villa 
trials,  and  I  did  so  knowing  that  the  evidence 
he  was  to  give,  and  did  give,  was  concocted  by 
him  to  satisfy  the  Crown  and  to  save  himself. 
I  know  that  he  knew  the  evidence  he  was  giving 
in  corroboration  of  M'Keon's  evidence  was  un- 
true, and  I  know  that  he  believed  there  was  no 
meeting  at  the  Widow  Fagan's  such  as  M'Keon 
deposed  to,  and  in  which  my  husband  corrobo- 
rated him." 

Three  days  later,  Cole  made  this  state- 
ment to  Father  Curry — 

"I,  Patrick  Cole,  of  Kilpatrick,  West- 
meath,  seeking  peace  of  conscience  and  pardon 
from  Almighty  God,  do  make,  of  my  own  free 
will,  the  following  statement,  in  presence  of  the 
Very  Rev.  Hugh  Behan,  P.P.,  V.F.,  Enfield ; 
the  Very  Rev.  Joseph  Higgins,  D.D.,  P.P., 
Delvin ;  and  the  Rev.  John  Curry,  Adm.,  Col- 
linstown,  who,  at  my  request,  have  consented  to 
receive  it.  I  permit  these  clergymen  to  make 
what  use  they  think  prudent  of  this  statement. 

"I  was  arrested  on  the  11th  July,  1883,  on  a 
eharge  of  conspiracy  to  murder.  My  trial  was 
finally  fixed  for  the  June  Commission,  1884.  I 
gave  information  on  the  4  th  of  June,  1884.  I 
was  induced  to  do  so  by  the  belief  that  I  would 
certainly  be  convicted,  having  known  how  the 

Erisoners  previously  tried  on  the  same  charge 
ad  fared,  and  also  through  consideration  for 
my  family.  My  first  statement  was  rejected, 
inasmuch  as  it  contained  no  information  regard- 
ing the  alleged  meeting  at  the  Widow  Pagan's. 
I  was  further  told  by  Head  Constable  Lynch 
that '  unless  I  made  a  clean  breast  of  it,'  and 
told  all  about  that  meeting,  my  evidence  would 
not  be  taken.  I  subsequently  made  the  state- 
ment which  I  afterwards  swore  to  on  two  trials. 
1  now  declare  that  that  evidence  was  untrue, 
except  as  regards  my  connection  with  Fenian- 
ism  many  years  ago.  I  swore  to  what  was  false 
when  I  said  that  1  attended  a  meeting  at  the 
Widow  Fagan's.  I  never  knew  of  such  a 
meeting.  I  do  not  believe  such  meeting  was 
held.  I  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  any 
meetingin  or  about  Byrne's  public- house,though 
I  swore  I  attended  one  there.  1  may  have  said 
what  Mrs.  O'Dwyer  swore  about  me,  though  I 
positively  contradicted  her  evidence.  I  solemnly 
declare  I  had  no  connection  with  the  alleged 
conspiracy.  I  know  not  why  my  name  should 
have  been  associated  with  it  unless  it  be  that 
M'Keon,  who  gave  information  in  the  case,  had 
an  old  spleen  against  me.  I  am  the  father  of 
seven  children,  all  young,  who  would  become 
utterly  destitute  in  the  event  of  niy  conviction. 
It  was  principally  in  consideration  for  them 
that,  in  a  moment  of  weakness,  I  took  the  steps 
of  which  I  now  heartily  repent.  I  make  this 
declaration  to  repair,  as  far  as  I  can,  the  injury 
I  inflicted  on  others. 

'*  Signed  this  14th  day  of  September,  1884. 

**  Patrick  Cole. 


"Witnessed  by  Hugh  Behan,  P.P.,  V.F., 
Enfield.  County  Meath  ;  Joseph  Higgins,  D.D., 
P.P.,  Delvin,  Westmeath ;  John  Curry,  Adm., 
Collinstown.  Westmeath." 

The  Crown  found  that  they  could  not 
convict  the  second  batch ;  and  surely 
it  is  not  on  the  evidence  of  the 
elder  M'Keon  that  the  case  against  the 
second  batch  of  prisoners  is  even  en- 
titled to  consideration.  I  maintain 
that  the  Government  are  bound  to  re- 
lease both  batches  of  prisoners ;  but  in 
regard  to  the  second  there  can  be  no 
pretence  for  saying  that  there  was  the 
slightest  evidence  whatever.  Cole  said, 
in  presence  of  Mrs.  O'Dwyer  and  his 
own  wife,  in  the  course  of  an  inter- 
view in  the  prison  in  Dublin  during 
the  progress  of  the  first  trials,  that  he 
would  swear  anything  to  get  out  of 
prison.  On  the  trials  he  denied  this ; 
but  in  his  subsequent  declaration  he  ad- 
mitted its  truth .  Now,  is  that  a  man  upon 
whose  statements  you  ought  to  keep 
these  men  in  the  horrors  of  penal  servi- 
tude ?  Cole,  it  has  been  since  stated  by 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  has 
had  the  Emergency  men  withdrawn  from 
him,  proving  that  the  Government  have, 
at  any  rate,  entirely  abandoned  his 
cause.  The  facts  which  I  have  related 
are  only  a  small  portion  of  the  evidence 
we  wish  to  bring  forward.  It  would  be 
altogether  impossible  for  a  layman  to  go 
into  the  details  of  this  very  intricate  case ; 
but  I  think  I  have  stated  sufficient  to 
warrant  an  inquiry.  I  say  that  the  evi- 
dence we  are  in  a  position  to  offer  is  of 
such  a  character  that  no  Home  Secretary 
of  England,  if  asked  to  review  a  con- 
viction, could  fairly  consider  it  without 
directing  the  release  of  the  prisoners. 
We  are  prepared  to  offer  the  most  over- 
whelming proof  as  to  the  innocence  of 
the  prisoners  and  the  baseness  of  the 
verdict  which  was  returned  against 
them,  and  we  believe  that  the  continu- 
ance of  their  imprisonment  in  the  face 
of  such  evidence  is  calculated  to  shake 
the  public  confidence  in  the  administra- 
tion of  justice  in  Ireland.  Now,  Mr. 
Courtney,  instead  of  a  conspiracy  con- 
cocted in  Westmeath  to  murder  Mr. 
Smyth,  I  think  I  have  proved  that  there 
was  a  foul  conspiracy  against  these  un- 
fortunate men.  When  the  Maamtrasna 
case  was  before  the  House  the  noble 
Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  stated  that 
the  facts  were  such  as  to  induce  the 
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House  to  look  carefully  into  the  mode  in 
which  criminal  trials  were  carried  out  in 
Ireland.  **  As  a  matter  of  fact,"  said  the 
noble  Lord,  **  the  officials  charged  with 
the  vindication  of  the  law  did  not  seem 
to  have  shrunk  from  any  process  in  order 
to  return  a  conviction,  altogether  irre- 
spective of  the  guilt  or  innocence  of 
the  prisoner."  These  are  important 
words,  and  they  bear  very  strongly 
on  my  case.  Thoy  warrant  me  in 
speaking  as  strongly  as  I  have  done 
in  regard  to  the  conviction  of  11  of 
my  constituents  whom  I  believe  to 
be  innocent  of  the  crime  for  which  they 
were  convicted.  What  was  the  opinion 
of  the  present  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  (Sir  John  Gorst),  expressed  at 
the  same  time,  in  speaking  on  behalf  of 
an  independent  inquiry  being  made  into 
the  Maamtrasna  case  ?  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  said — 

*'  That  he  could  understand  a  refusal  to  grant 
an  inquiry  at  all ;  but  if  the  Government  con- 
ceded any  kind  of  inquiry  he  should  have 
thought  that  for  their  own  sakes  t^ey  should 
secure  the  services  of  an  independent  Judge 
such  as  Lord  Bramwell  to  conduct  it,  and  that 
such  inquiry  as  was  proposed  to  be  made  was  a 
perfect  farce." 

Now,  Mr.  Courtney,  I  think  that  words 
like  these  coming  from  an  important 
Member  of  the  present  Government 
ought  to  be  sufficient  to  influence  the 
Conservative  Party,  who  are  now  in 
power,  in  deciding  to  concede  the  in- 
quiry we  now  ask  for.  The  request  we 
make  is  not  an  unreasonable  one.  I 
believe  that  11  of  my  constituents  are 
innocent  of  the  charges  made  against 
them,  and  that  they  are  wearing  away 
their  lives  in  prison.  Most  of  them 
belong  to  the  respectable  farming  class 
in  Ireland,  and  they  are  men  who  are,  I 
believe,  morally  incapable  of  committing 
the  crime  attributed  to  them.  They 
were  tried  at  a  time  of  panic,  when  the 
tension  of  the  public  mind  was  very 
great,  and  when,  in  fact,  a  conviction 
was  endeavoured  to  be  obtained  on  be- 
half of  the  Crown  at  any  cost.  These 
men  have  already  endured  imprison- 
ments for  years,  and  I  believe  it  is  the 
Constitutional  right  of  every  convict  to 
have  his  sentence  reviewed.  I  need 
not  remind  the  House  that  the  Govern- 
ment did  grant  an  inquiry  into  the  case 
of  Brian  Kilmartin,  and  that  he  was 
recommended  to  be  released  by  the 
Commissioner  who  was  sent  down  spe- 

Mr.  Tuite 


cially  to  inquire  into  the  case  after  an 
independent  investigation.  We  offer 
now  as  strong  evidence  as  that  which 
was  submitted  in  the  case  of  Brian  Kil- 
martin. We  ask  you  to  adopt  the  same 
course,  and  if  you  refuse  to  accede  to  our 
requests  all  I  can  say  is  that  you  are 
carrying  out  a  policy  by  which  you  are 
seeking  to  prop  up  a  wrong  and  rotten 
system  of  administering  law  and  justice 
in  Ireland.  That  inquiry,  to  be  efficient, 
must  be  carried  on  on  the  spot,  and  I 
assert  that  the  evidence  which,  in  that 
case,  will  be  forthcoming  will  be  amply 
sufficient  to  secure  the  release  of  all 
these  men.  I  may  add  that  the  Crown 
has  already  refused  an  investigation. 
There  has,  no  doubt,  been  some  sort  of 
an  inquiry  at  Dublin  Castle ;  but  it  was 
a  hole  and  corner  investigation,  one  in 
which  Mr.  Deputy  Inspector  Jacques,  of 
evil  memory,  and  others  who  were  inte- 
rested in  obtaining  a  conviction  were 
examined.  I  would  ask  whether  an 
inquiry  under  such  circumstances  could 
be  a  fair  and  satisfactory  inquiry  ?  Was 
it  sufficient  to  secure  justice  to  these  un- 
fortunate men  ?  I  maintain  that  it  was 
not ;  and  I  say  that  in  order  to  restore 
the  confidence  of  the  people  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  law  in  Ireland  you 
are  bound  to  release  these  unfortunate 
men,  and  to  bring  to  light  the  whole  of 
this  corrupt  and  foul  conspiracy  against 
the  liberty  of  a  number  of  innocent  and 
respectable  citizens. 

Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'BEIEN  (Mayo,  8.) : 
I  rise  to  support  the  appeal  which  has 
been  made  by  my  hon.  Friend  on  behalf 
of  an  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of 
the  Barbavilla  trials.  The  facts  which 
have  been  mentioned  by  my  hon.  Friend 
should  tend  to  convince  any  man  who 
conscientiously  considers  the  matter,  that 
the  course  pursued  by  the  Government 
has  been  such  as  to  shake  the  confidence 
of  the  Irish  people  in  anything  like  the 
due  administration  of  the  law.  I  believe 
that  an  independent  inquiry  will  con- 
firm the  feeling  that  exists  in  Ireland, 
that  the  conspiracy  of  which  these  pri- 
soners have  been  convicted  was  really 
a  conspiracy  hatched  in  Dublin  Castle 
and  not  in  Westmeath,  and  I  believe 
that  the  result  of  an  inquiry  will  not 
only  confirm  the  strong  feeling  which 
prevails  in  Ireland,  but  will  convince 
the  English  public  that  grievous  in- 
justice has  been  done  to  the  prisoners 
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in  the  Barbavilla,  the  Maamtrasna,  and 
other  trials  which  have  taken  place  in 
various  parts  of  Ireland.  If  Parliament 
has  any  desire  that  good  government 
should  be  established  in  Ireland  its  first 
duty  is  to  satisfy  the  people  of  that 
country  that  injustice  is  not  being  done 
to  them  in  the  name  of  the  law.  My 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Tuite)  is  naturally  per- 
sonally interested  in  the  fate  of  the 
members  of  his  own  constituency,  whose 
names  he  has  brought  before  the  Com- 
mittee. I  also,  unfortunately,  am  in- 
terested in  certain  persons  connected 
with  my  constituency.  At  the  Winter 
Munster  Assizes,  in  1883,  certain  pri- 
soners were  tried  before  Mr.  Justice 
Johnson  —  namely,  Thomas  Augustus 
McCawley,  Patrick  William  Nally,  Thos. 
Daly,  James  King,  Matthew  Meldon, 
and  two  others.  The  facts  of  the  case 
in  regard  to  that  trial  appear  to  be  these. 
At  that  unhappy  time  the  state  of  Ire- 
land was  very  similar  to  the  state  of 
things  which  prevailed  in  this  country 
at  an  earlier  period  of  its  history — I 
mean  the  period  when  Titus  Oates  had 
only  to  name  any  person  as  an  accused 
person  in  order  to  secure  that  his  fate 
should  be  actually  sealed.  At  that  time 
such  a  state  of  alarm  existed  in  England 
that  it  was  necessary  to  provide  victims 
in  order  to  appease  the  public  feeling. 
At  the  time  these  unfortunate  prisoners 
were  tried  in  Ireland  a  similar  state  of 
things  prevailed,  and  any  wretched  in- 
former who  chose  to  come  forward  to 
earn  the  money  whicli  the  Government 
were  extravagantly  lavishing  at  that  time 
was  able  to  secure  his  object.  There 
was  never  any  difficulty  in  obtaining 
the  aid  of  an  informer,  and  his  services 
were  readily  procured  in  accordance 
with  the  commercial  principle  of  supply 
and  demand.  There  was  a  great  demand 
for  informers  at  that  time,  and  there 
was  never  any  paucity  of  supply.  As  I 
have  said,  at  the  time  that  system  pre- 
vailed the  Government  were  lavishing 
enormous  sums  of  money  in  order  to 
tempt  informers  to  bring  victims  to 
them,  and  the  police  scattered  them- 
selves over  the  country,  not  only  in  the 
pursuit  of  their  ordinary  avocations,  but 
in  disguises,  and  being  well  acquainted 
with  vicious  characters  all  over  the 
country,  they  soon  hit  upon  men  who 
could  be  utilized  for  their  own  purposes. 
The  Mayo   prisoners,  in    whom  I  am 


specially  interested,  were  the  victims  of 
a  reckless  informer  named  Coleman. 
This  whole  Mayo  conspiracy  was  the 
creation  of  this  man  Coleman,  and 
it  was  entirely  upon  his  evidence  that 
these  unfortunate  men  were  convicted. 
Any  person  who  pays  the  slightest  at- 
tention to  the  evidence  given  upon  these 
trials — for  these  men  were  tried  twice, 
the  jury  having  disagreed  upon  the  first 
occasion  —  any  man  who  pays  the. 
slightest  attention  to  the  evidence  will 
at  once  be  satisfied  that  if  the  evidence 
of  Coleman  is  subtracted  there  is  no 
case  at  all  against  the  prisoners.  They 
were  convicted  solely  upon  the  evidence 
of  this  man.  Coleman's  modus  operandi 
seems  to  have  been  this.  He  went  to  the 
police  and  laid  before  them  the  names 
of  certain  persons  against  whom  he 
wished  to  inform.  He  then  arranged 
with  the  police  that  they  should  see  him 
with  these  men  at  certain  places  at  cer- 
tain times.  According  to  this  arrange- 
ment the  police  went  to  the  places 
appointed,  and  they  saw  Coleman  with 
the  men.  There  was  no  evidence  given 
of  any  crime  having  been  committed  on 
these  occasions ;  but  the  men  were 
simply  seen  in  the  company  of  Coleman, 
and  that  simple  fact  was  taken  as  a 
corroboration  of  the  informer's  evidence. 
Another  very  curious  piece  of  corrobora- 
tion which  the  Crown  accepted  was  this 
man's  own  letters  to  the  Sub-Inspector 
of  Constabulary.  It  was  a  very  easy 
way  of  making  a  case  for  the  Go- 
vernment, that  this  man  should  be 
able  to  give  his  own  evidence  and 
corroborate  it  himself.  To  show  what 
kind  of  character  he  was,  I  may  say  that, 
in  giving  evidence  against  the  prisoners, 
he  recklessly  swore  to  the  writing  of  one 
of  them,  and  afterwards  acknowledged 
that  he  had  never  seen  the  man  write. 
Nevertheless,  this  was  accepted  as  a 
piece  of  corroborative  evidence.  I  repeat 
til  at  he  swore  to  the  handwriting  of 
Patrick  William  Nally,  and,  on  cross- 
examination,  had  to  acknowledge  that 
he  had  never  seen  him  write.  And  to  give 
an  idea  of  what  sort  of  man  he  was,  I 
must  state  that,  according  to  his  own 
evidence,  Coleman  was  a  notorious 
drunkard,  separated  from  his  wife,  and 
charged  with  living  with  another  woman. 
He  was  further  suspected  of  having  com- 
mitted a  murder  in  America,  and  his 
parish  priest  swore  that  he  was  unworthy 
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of  credit  on  his  oath.  Yet,  upon  this 
man's  evidence  these  prisoners  were  con- 
victed. It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  tell 
the  Committee  what  the  state  of  feeling 
was  which  was  aroused  in  the  country 
in  consequence  of  the  way  in  which 
these  trials  were  conducted.  The  feeling 
at  this  moment  is  exceedingly  strong  in 
the  county  of  Mayo,  and  the  belief  is 
that  these  men  are  innocent,  that  they 
did  not  obtain  a  fair  trial,  and  that  they 
are  now  languishing  in  prison  as  the 
victims  of  a  base  conspiracy.  They  have 
been  already  for  several  years  sufifering 

Eenal  servitude ;  and  even  if  there  had 
een  a  case  against  them  at  all ;  even  if 
the  evidence  had  been  good  evidence ;  if 
there  was  no  reason  to  doubt  the  charac- 
ter of  the  evidence,  I  consider  that  a 
conscientious  Government  should  recon- 
sider the  case  and  say  whether,  if  there 
is  the  slightest  room  for  doubt  at  all, 
men  who  have  been  suffering  imprison- 
ment for  so  long  a  time  ought  not  now 
to  be  released.  How  much  more  should 
these  prisoners  be  entitled  to  a  merciful 
consideration  when  it  is  known  that 
the  evidence  upon  which  they  were  con- 
victed was  evidence  of  a  most  infamous 
character.  A  portion  of  the  corroborative 
evidence  was  the  finding  of  some  arms 
by  Constable  Campbell,  who  swore,  on 
cross-examination,  that  the  man  Cole- 
man was  with  him  and  pointed  out 
where  the  arms  were.  Surely  this  ought 
to  have  been  accepted  as  a  proof  that 
Coleman  himself  had  put  them  there. 
Moreover,  Coleman  swore  that  he  was 
one  of  a  party  who  had  conspired  to 
murder  Police  Constable  Beattie,  and 
that  an  actual  attempt  was  made  to 
poison,  and  afterwards  to  kill  Beattie  by 
the  use  of  an  infernal  machine.  He 
also  swore  that  he  was  one  of  a  party 
who  had  lain  in  wait  to  murder  a 
Mr.  Scott  and  others.  Yet  this  is  the 
man  upon  whose  evidence  these  men 
were  convicted.  I  say  that  a  Govern- 
ment who  detain  men  in  prison  on  evi- 
dence such  as  that  can  certainly  have 
but  very  little  regard  for  the  cause 
of  good  government  in  Ireland.  The 
feeling  of  the  people  in  Ireland  is  very 
strong,  not  only  with  regard  to  the  Bar- 
bavilia  case,  but  also  with  regard  to  the 
Maamtrassna  case  and  Mayo  case,  and 
similar  cases  all  over  Ireland.  The  feel- 
ing id  general  that  innocent  men  have 
been  subjected  to  grievous  injustice  in 
almost  the  whole  of  these  oases ;  and  if 

Jfr.  J.  F.  X  ffBrien 


Her  Majesty's  Government  have  any 
desire  to  establish  a  healthy  state  of 
public  opinion  in  Ireland,  the  first  step 
they  ought  to  take  is  to  satisfy  the  publio 
mind,  by  a  vigorous  investigation,  that 
justice  shall  be  done  in  these  cases. 
There  is  another  case  to  which  I  desire 
to  call  attention.  A  man  named  Lavin  was 
convicted  of  sending  a  threatening  letter, 
and  was  sentenced  to  seven  years'  penal 
servitude.  He  has  now  for  three  years 
been  undergoing  that  penalty.  Surely 
a  sentence  of  that  nature  is  far  too 
severe  for  the  sending  of  a  threatening 
letter  in  regard  to  which,  as  I  under- 
stand, no  results  folio  wed.  I  think  it  is  ex- 
ceedingly desirable  that  the  Government 
should  pay  serious  attention  to  the  whole 
of  these  cases,  and  I  am  certainly  con- 
vinced that  the  fact  of  their  taking  them 
into  their  favourable  consideration  will 
be  productive  of  most  happy  results  in 
Ireland. 

Mb.  DONAL  SULLIVAN  (West- 
meath,  S.) :  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words 
in  support  of  the  case  which  has  been 
brought  before  the  Committee  by  my 
hon.  Friend  and  Colleague  (Mr.  Tuite). 
As  far  as  the  people  of  Westmeath  are 
concerned — and,  indeed,  very  many  in 
Ireland — they  entertain  a  strong  belief 
that  the  Barbavilla  prisoners  are  entirely 
innocent,  and  they  further  believe  that 
their  conviction  was  obtained  entirely 
by  perjury.  They  are,  therefore,  of 
opinion  that  an  independent  investiga- 
tion should  be  granted.  There  were 
four  trials,  and  in  two  of  them  the 
jury  disagreed.  On  the  third  trial 
the  evidence  relied  upon  was  that  of 
the  man  M'Keon — a  man  who  has 
been  proved  to  be  of  the  most  infa- 
mous character.  I  quite  concur  with 
what  my  hon.  Friend  has  stated — that  no 
man  ought  to  be  convicted  on  such  testi- 
mony. Unfortunately,  the  Barbavilla 
prisoners  were  convicted  because  the 
Crown  at  that  time  was  anxious  to  get 
a  conviction  at  any  hazard,  and  at  any 
cost,  and  by  any  means,  and  it  did  not 
scruple  to  get  other  men  to  support  the 
evidence  of  M*Keon,  because  it  knew 
that  M 'Keen's  evidence  standing  alone 
was  so  unreliable  and  so  untrustworthy 
that  no  12  men  sitting  upon  a  jury  would 
believe  it.  Therefore,  the  agents  of  the 
Crown  obtained  other  men,  whosecharac- 
ters  were  quite  as  infamous,  to  confirm 
M'Keon's  evidence,  and  by  that  means 
a   oonviction  was   obtained.     Another 
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curious  fact  in  regard  to  this  case  is  the 
inequality  of  the  sentences.     The  evi- 
dence adduced  on  the  trial  was  substan- 
tially the  same  against  the  whole  of  the 
prisoners,   who  were    all    tried    on    a 
charge    of   conspiracy  to  murder  Mr. 
Smythe,  yet  one  man  was  sentenced  to 
10  years'  penal  servitude,  another  to 
seven  years,  and  one  individual  was  let 
off  with  12  months'  imprisonment.     I 
should  like  to  know  from  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland,  who,  no  doubt,  will 
reply  to  the  statements  which  have  been 
made  on  this  side  of  the  House,  how  he 
can  reconcile  these  punishments  with  the 
evidence  which  was  given  at  the  trial  ? 
I  believe  that  the  lucky  individual  who 
only  got  12  months'  imprisonment  was  a 
man  named  M'Grath,  and  it  is  asserted 
that  the  reason  he  escaped  so    lightly 
was  that  ho  had  paid  his  rent  during 
the  time  of  the  ^*  No  Hent  Manifesto ; " 
the  other  prisoners  having  refused  to 
pay  their  rent.    It  is  almost  incredible 
that  any  man  sitting  on  the  Bench  for 
the    administration    of   justice  should 
allow  a  matter  of  that  kind  to  have  any 
influence  on  him  in  passing  sentence. 
But,  nevertheless,  it  is  so ;  and  the  belief 
in  Westmeath  is  very  strong  that  M^Grath 
got  off  with  12   months'  imprisonment 
because  he  had  paid  his  rent.    I  join  my 
hon.  Friend  now  in  his  appeal  to  the 
Government  to  grant  an  independent  in- 
vestigation so  that  we  may  set  at  rest  the 
doubt  which  now  prevails  as  to  the  guilt 
or  innocence  of  these  men.     I  hope  and 
trust  that  we  shall  not  be  met  by  a  re- 
fusal,  but    that   the   Government   will 
consent    to    grant    this    inquiry,     and 
80  set  at  rest   once  and  for  ever  this 
grievance,    which  is  really  one  of  the 
cruellest  that  has  been  perpetrated  in 
the  name  of  justice  in  Ireland  for  many 
years. 

Mb.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.,  and  Sligo, 
S.) :  I  shall  net,  at  this  moment,  make 
any  observations  upon  the  cases  which 
have  been  placed  before  the  Government 
and  the  Committee  by  my  hon.  Friends 
the  Members  for  Westmeath  (Mr.  Tuite 
and  Mr.  Donal  Sullivan)  and  Mayo  (Mr.  J. 
F.  X.  O'Brien).  It  will  be  time  enough  to 
enter  minutely  into  those  cases  when  we 
have  heard  the  reply  which  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  feels  himself  in  a 
position  to  make.  I  think  it  is  convenient 
that  at  this  early  stage  of  the  debate  I 
ahould  sabmit  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 


man  the  Chief   Secretary  for  Ireland 
some  matters  connected  with  the  current 
administration  of  that  country  for  which 
he  is  directly  responsible.     I  asked  a 
Question  to-day  about  the    position  of 
Sir  Eedvers  Buller.    There  has  been  a 
positive  statement  in  the  Press  that  Sir 
Eedvers  Buller  has  reported  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  he  has  found,  in  the 
course  of  the  investigation  he  has  been 
actively  and  industriously  making,  that 
rents  in  Clare  and  Kerry  and  in  parts  of 
Cork  are  too  high  to  be  paid.    The  first 
reply  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
was  that  the    Reports  of  Sir  Eedvers 
Buller  were  confidential  documents,  and 
therefore  could  not  be  laid  on  the  Table 
of  the  House.     But  there  was  a  second 
Question  put  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
as  to  whether  Sir  Eedvers  Buller  had 
reported  that  rents  were    actually  too 
high  to  be  paid,  and,  in  reply  to  that 
second  Question  the  confidential  charac- 
ter of  the  Eeports  of  Sir  Eedvers  Buller 
at  once  disappeared,  because  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  immediately  replied  that 
Sir  Eedvers  Buller  had  not  so  reported. 
I  admit,  at  once,  that  the  Eeports  of 
Sir  Eedvers  Buller,  or  of  any  other  per- 
son engaged  in  the  detection  of  crime, 
are  such  Eeports   as   the  Government 
have  a  right  to  treat  as  confidential  so 
far  as  they  relate  to  the  detection  of 
crime,  because  it  may  be  said  that  a 
revelation  of  the  information  contained 
in  the  Eeports  might  defeat  the  ends  of 
justice.      Therefore,  I  do  not  ask  that 
the  Eeports  of  Sir  Eedvers  Buller,  so  far 
as  they  relate  to  the  existeoce  of  crime, 
or  the  means  employed  for  the  detection 
of   crime,  should  be  communicated  to 
Parliament.    But  if  Sir  Eedvers  Buller, 
in  the  character  of    a  Plenipotentiary 
acting  on  behalf  of   the  Government, 
extends  his  Eeport  beyond  the  question 
of  the  detection  of  crime,  I  submit  that 
Parliament  is  entitled  to  know  what  it  is 
that  he  has  reported.  The  Eent  Question 
in  Ireland  is   urgent    and    acute.      It 
imminently  threatens  social  order  in  Ire- 
land. The  Government  will  be  called  on 
presently  to  declare  their  policy  in  regard 
to  the  question  of  rent.     They  will  have 
to  do  so  next  week  in  this  House  ;  and  I 
think  I  am  not  beyond  my  right  in  ask- 
ing   whether   the  representations  and 
facts  upon  which  the  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment is  based  come  from  Sir  Eedvers 
Buller  or  any  other  person,  and  if  so,  we 
have  certainly  a  right  to  know  what 
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those  representations  and  facts  are.  The 
Government  have  no  right  to  declare, 
upon  a  question  so  important  as  that  of 
rent  in  Ireland,  a  policy  which  is  to 
govern  their  action,  and  then  to  keep 
from  the  Representatives  of  the  people 
and  from  the  people  themselves  the  facts 
on  which  that  policy  is  founded.  There- 
fore, I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  to  lay  on 
the  Table  not  the  Reports  of  Sir  Redvers 
Buller,  but  those  excerpts  from  them 
which  deal  with  the  question  of  rent, 
and  the  question  of  rent  alone,  which 
may  influence  the  Government  in  de- 
termining their  policy  upon  that  ques- 
tion. I  maintain  that  they  have  no  right 
to  found  a  public  policy  upon  what 
they  call  confidential  information,  and 
refuse  the  Representatives  of  the  Irish 
people  an  opportunity  of  determining 
how  far  that  information  is  correct.  I 
think  the  time  has  come  when  we  ought 
to  have  more  definite  information  than 
we  have  as  yet  received  concerning  the 
nature  and  conditions  of  the  mission  of 
Sir  Redvers  Buller  himself.  He  has 
been  driving  about  Kerry  and  Clare 
with  military  officers,  magistrates,  and 
County  Inspectors  of  Police  in  his  train ; 
and  he  has  been  going  about  in  an  un- 
defined dual  character,  as  a  detective  of 
an  extraordinary  kind,  and  also  as  a 
magistrate.  He  seems  to  have  power 
over  the  military  and  power  over  the 
police.  He  is  responsible  to  the  right 
ton.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary, 
and  to  no  one  else,  and  yet  we  cannot 
ascertain  whether  he  supersedes  the 
ordinary  magistrates  and  officers  of  the 
Queen  in  the  district  with  which  he  is 
associated.  I  venture  to  say  that  there 
is  no  no  man  in  the  House  who  is  able 
to  understand  what  the  relations  of  Sir 
Redvers  Buller  are  with  the  Inspector 
General  of  the  Irish  Constabulary.  In 
the  case  of  any  difference  of  opinion,  will 
the  views  of  Sir  Redvers  Buller  be  over- 
borne by  the  Inspector  General,  or  is 
the  Inspector  General  to  impose  his  will 
upon  Sir  Redvers  Buller  ?  Further,  as 
to  the  disposal  of  the  military,  whose 
directions  are  to  be  obeyed — those  of  the 
Prince  of  Saxe  Weimar,  or  those  of  Sir 

Redvers  Buller? 

Thb  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  observations  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  now  entering  into  have  no  re- 
ference to  the  subject  of  this  Vote,  but 
would  be  more  properly  dieouased  on  the 

Mr,  Sexton 


Vote  for  the  Salaries  of  Divisional  Ma- 
gistrates. 

Me.  sexton  :  The  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  is  a  Minister  responsible  for 
the  affairs  of  Ireland,  and  by  far  the 
most  important  officer  at  the  present 
moment  is  Sir  Redvers  Buller.  He  is 
not  a  county  officer,  but  his  district  in- 
cludes the  whole  of  the  county  of  Kerry, 
and  part  of  Clare ;  and  I  submit  that  I 
am  entitled  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
give  some  account  of  his  mission.  He 
is  not  only  a  magistrate,  but  an  officer 
as  well  as  a  magistrate.  As  a  matter  of 
fact  he  is  a  Constitutional  novelty. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  understand  that 
the  salary  of  Sir  Redvers  Buller  is  in- 
cluded in  the  Supplementary  Vote  which 
deals  with  the  salaries  of  Divisional  Ma- 
gistrates. That  Vote  is  now  on  the 
Table,  and  will  come  on  in  due  course. 
In  my  opinion  the  discussion  which  the 
hon.  Member  is  entering  upon  will  be 
more  appropriate  upon  that  Y  ote. 

Me.  SEXTON:  Well,  Sir,  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary informs  the  Committee  that  the 
salary  of  Sir  Redvers  Buller  is  included 
in  that  Vote  I  will  say  nothing  further 
now,  but  I  will  take  another  oppor- 
tunity of  addressing  the  remarks  to  the 
Committee  which  I  had  proposed  to 
offer  now.  [Sir  Michael  Hioks-Beach  : 
That  is  so.]  Then  I  will  go  on  to  an- 
other question.  I  wish  to  know  what 
course  the  Government  propose  to  take 
concerning  the  Proclamation  of  the  Arms 
Act  in  Belfast  and  Derry  ?  I  propose  to 
refer  especially  to  the  town  of  Belfast, 
but  the  Proclamation  of  that  Act  in 
the  City  of  Derry  is  also  a  matter  of 
some  importance.  The  City  of  Derry 
was  proclaimed  in  the  month  of  July, 
and  I  think  that  before  the  end  of  that 
month  the  time  had  expired  daring 
which  all  persons  were  legally  com- 
pelled  by  that  Proclamation  to  surrender 
arms.  I  wish  to  ask,  in  the  first  place, 
if  any  arms  have  been  surrendered  in 
the  City  of  Derry  under  the  Proclama- 
tion of  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  and  if  not 
why  not.?  What  is  the  theory  of  the 
Government  on  the  subject?  Is  it  that 
there  are  no  arms  to  be  surrendered,  or 
that  the  persons  who  possess  arms  hold 
the  Government  in  such  contempt  that 
they  decline  to  obey  the  Proclamation  ? 
If  so,  do  the  Government  acquiesce  in  that 
view  of  the  authority  and  patience  of  the 
ExeoatiyejGoTemmentflo  far  as  these  per- 
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sons  are  concerned  ?  I  belive  there  have 
been  some  scenes  in  the  City  of  Derry 
very  lately  which  render  it  desirable 
that  the  Proclamation  should  either  be 
frankly  withdrawn,  or  carried  into  ope- 
rative effect.  For  instance,  during  the 
election  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  whom  I 
now  see  opposite  (Mr.  C.  Lewis),  there 
were  some  violent  scenes,  in  the  course 
of  which  it  would  appear  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  was  surrounded  by  a  dis- 
orderly mob,  and  that  he  shook  his 
clenched  fist  in  the  face  of  the  Eesident 
Magistrate. 

Mr.  0.  LEWIS  (Londonderry) :  The 
statement  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  ab- 
solutely without  foundation. 

Mr.  sexton  :  Then  I  can  only  re- 
gpret  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  re- 
frained from  contradicting  the  reports 
which  have  appeared  in  the  Press  of 
Ireland  during  the  last  few  months.  It 
is  very  singular  that  what  was  stated  in 
the  month  of  July  has  not  been  contra- 
dicted until  it  has  been  stated  by  me  in 
this  House  to-night.  Did  not  the  hon. 
Member  say  on  the  occasion  to  which  I 
refer — **  Oh,  Harvey,  you  scoundrel ! 
Harvey,  you  ruffian !  " 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  Order,  order ! 

Mr.  0.  LEWIS  :  Certainly  not. 

The  chairman  :  The  observations 
of  the  hon.  Member  are  altogether 
irregular. 

Mr.  SEXTON:  I  was  drawn  into 
them  by  the  remark  of  the  hon.  Member 
opposite.  My  information  is  that  arms 
have  been  largely  used  for  illegal  pur- 
poses. The  case  of  the  town  of  Belfast 
is  far  more  important.  That  town  was 
proclaimed  under  the  Arms  Act.  On  the 
19th  of  July  the  Lord  Lieutenant  for 
Ireland  gave  notice  by  Proclamation 
that  by  the  26th  of  that  month  all  arms 
not  legally  held  in  the  town  of  Belfast 
were  to  be  surrendered.  I  do  not 
wonder  that  that  Proclamation  has  fallen 
through,  because  the  Town  Council  of 
Belfast  held  a  meeting  on  the  4th  of 
August,  and  one  of  the  Councillors  then 
present  stated  that  the  issue  of  the  Pro- 
clamation without  consulting  the  Mayor 
was  a  great  breach  of  etiquette ;  another 
Councillor  stated  that  it  was  the  greatest 
breach  of  etiquette  that  had  occurred 
for  many  years  ;  and  the  gentleman  who 
preceded  me  in  the  representation  of  the 
Western  Division  of  Belfast  being  pre- 
sent at  that  meeting,  stated  that  the 
Proclamation  was^a  slur  upon  the  town. 


and  that  it  was  the  absolute  right  of 
the  Mayor  to  have  been  consulted  be- 
fore it  was  issued.  Perhaps  I  may  re- 
mind the  Chief  Secretary  that  when 
Belfast  was  proclaimed  five  or  six  years 
ago,  under  the  Arms  Act  of  1881,  thero 
was  no  consultation  with  the  Mayor,  but 
there  was  a  consultation  with  the  Resi- 
dent Stipendiary  Magistrate  and  the  In- 
spector General  of  Constabulary.  The 
Inspector  General  of  Constabulary  ap- 
plied to  the  present  Mayor  (Sir  Edward 
Harland\  enjoining  him  to  have  war- 
rants issued  for  a  search  of  arms.  I 
wish  to  know  how  many  search  war- 
rants have  been  granted  since  the  last 
Proclamation  has  been  issued  ;  and  if  it 
is  true  that  the  only  searches  which  have 
been  made,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  discover,  have  been  searches  in  the 
houses  of  Catholics,  in  regard  to  whom 
there  was  no  reason  at  all  to  believe 
that  they  were  in  the  possession  of  arms  ? 
The  searches  for  arms  have  proved  quite 
fruitless ;  but  I  believe,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  that  the  Government  have  per- 
sistently abstained  from  searching  the 
houses  of  those  who  were  connected  with 
the  faction  which  is  notorious  for  the 
illegal  possession  of  arms.  Since  the 
26th  of  July  there  has  been  firing  going 
on  all  night  through,  and  constant  fusil- 
lades in  the  streets  of  Belfast.  On  the 
8th  of  August,  and  again  on  the  15th 
of  August,  these  fusillades  continued 
throughout  the  entire  night,  and  on  the 
last  occasion  from  midnight  until  the 
middle  of  the  next  day.  Have  the  Go- 
vernment inquired  who  the  persons  were 
who  were  in  the  possession  of  arms  ? 
Have  they  endeavoured  to  ascertain  in 
what  part  of  the  town  the  people  who 
use  the  arms  lived  ?  Is  there  any  real 
intention  to  make  the  Proclamation 
operative,  or  is  it  to  remain  a  dead 
letter  ?  Of  the  courses  that  were  open 
to  the  Government  under  the  Proclama- 
tion, they  adopted  the  worst.  They  have 
allowed  the  Proclamation  to  remain  in 
formal  existence  without  making  any 
attempt  to  carry  it  out.  In  fact,  it 
would  have  been  a  much  better  course 
to  have  withdrawn  the  Proclamation  al- 
together. Certainly,  the  course  dictated 
to  them  by  public  necessity  and  public 
duty,  in  view  of  the  notorious  occur- 
rences in  Belfast,  by  which  the  lives  not 
only  of  civilians  but  of  the  Constabulary 
Force  and  of  soldiers  have  been  lost  by 
the  illegal  use  of  firearms,  was  to  have 
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put  the  Proclamation  in  force.  As  one 
of  the  Hepresentatives  of  Belfast,  I  am 
most  intimately  concerned  in  this  ques- 
tion, and  I  am  entitled  to  ask  whether 
the  Government  do  or  do  not  intend  to 
carry  out  the  Proclamation  ?  I  recently 
asked  a  Question  concerning  the  grant- 
ing of  arms  to  Kifle  Clubs  in  Ireland, 
and  it  was  only  upon  a  second  attempt 
that  I  succeeded  in  obtaining  an  answer 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  War  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith).  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
assured  me  that  it  is  a  fact  that  certain 
rifle  corps  in  Ireland  are  allowed  to  use 
the  ranges  at  Her  Majesty's  barracks 
for  the  purpose  of  rifle  practice,  that 
they  carry  on  drill  under  the  instruction 
of  a  sergeant  of  Her  Majesty's  Military 
Forces,  and  by  a  sanction  of  some  sort 
obtained  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  they 
are  alleged  to  procure,  at  cost  price  only, 
ammunition  from  the  military  stores. 
I  wish  to  ask  if  that  practice  is  to  be 
brought  to   an  end,   seeing    that   the 

Seople  of  Ireland  generally  are  to  be 
isarmed  ?  I  must  say  that  it  appears 
to  be  a  very  strange  practice  to  allow 
specially  privileged  bodies  of  persons  to 
procure  ammunition  under  such  favour- 
able conditions.  Certainly,  in  a  country 
where  the  bulk  of  the  people  are  dis- 
armed by  a  legislative  enactment,  it  is 
particularly  offensive  and  objectionable 
to  allow  Her  Majesty's  Forces  to  drill  a 
privileged  body,  and  to  allow  them  to 
obtain  ammunition  under  specially  fa- 
vourable terms.  What  will  the  British 
taxpayer  say  to  a  system  under  which 
he  IS  obliged  to  pay  taxes  for  supplying 
ammunition  for  the  military  purposes  of 
the  Crown  when  this  ammunition  is  to 
be  supplied  to  persons  who  may  possibly 
shoot  down  the  constabulary  and  sol- 
diers we  maintain  in  Ireland  in  order 
to  secure  the  due  observance  of  the 
law  ?  What  will  the  people  of  this 
country  say  when  they  find  that  the 
skill  of  regimental  sergeants  and  the 
accommodation  of  the  barracks  are 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  civilians,  and 
paid  for  out  of  the  money  voted  by  this 
House?  There  is  a  general  belief  in 
Belfast  that  these  Itifle  Clubs  have  been 
a  fruitful  means  of  propagating  the 
worst  elements  of  the  disorders  in  that 
town.  What  security  will  the  Govern- 
ment take  that  the  intimate  relations  of 
these  Itifle  Clubs  with  the  authorities 
of  the  Crown  and  the  supply  of  am- 
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munition  shall  not  be  made  a  means 
whereby  encouragement  is  given  to 
illegitimate  and  possibly  criminal  pro- 
ceedings ?  What  check  is  there  on  the 
issue  of  ammunition  to  a  rifle  corps  in 
the  very  quarter  where  the  fusillades 
take  place,  and  where  the  police  and 
the  military  were  made  a  target  of 
throughout  the  entire  night  ?  The  evi- 
dence of  the  constabulary  is  that  the 
ammunition  used  against  them  was  of 
superior  quality,  that  it  was  fired  at 
long  ranges,  and  that  it  must  have  been 
fired  from  excellent  weapons.  There  is 
a  well-founded  belief  that  the  weapons 
of  the  rifle  corps  were  used  against  the 
soldiers,  and  that  the  ammunition  was 
procured  under  this  benevolent  system 
at  the  military  barracks.  I  trust  that 
before  this  debate  concludes  we  shall 
know  how  much  ammunition  has  been 
given  out  every  year  from  the  Queen's 
stores  to  the  rifle  corps  of  Belfast.  Was 
the  ammunition  issued  with  the  sanction 
of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  ? 

The  chief  SECEETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAND  (Sir  Miohael  Hicks  -  Beach) 
(Bristol,  W.) :  The  sanction  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  as  far  as  I  am  acquainted 
with  the  matter,  is  given  on  his  being 
satisfied  that  the  club  is  a  respectable 
club.  I  believe  that  the  Lora  lieu- 
tenant has  no  control  over  the  issue  of 
ammunition. 

Mr,  sexton  :  It  is  of  equal  import- 
ance to  us  to  know  upon  what  grounds 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  comes  to  the  con- 
clusion that  a  rifle  club  is  a  respectable 
club.  If  ammunition  is  to  be  served  out 
on  specially  favourable  terms  to  rifle 
corps,  the  Government  ought  to  be  care- 
ful as  to  the  nature  of  the  club,  and  I 
certainly  am  of  opinion  that  they  would 
require  such  information  if  the  club  was 
a  National  Club.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied 
that  in  such  a  case  they  would  institute 
the  most  stringent  inquiry  as  to  the  re- 
pectability  of  each  person  included  in 
the  club.  Therefore,  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  will  consider 
a  club  composed  of  Nationalists,  and  not 
of  Orangemen,  a  respectable  club  ?  I 
must  further  ask  how  much  ammunition 
was  given  out,  and  what  security  was 
taken  that  it  should  be  applied  to  legiti- 
mate purposes  ?  I  certainly  cannot  as- 
sent to  any  system  by  which  a  great 
town  like  Belfast,  torn  to  pieces  by  re- 
ligious differences  and  subjected  to  riot* 
ing  and  disorder — I  cannot  assent  to  a 
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system  by  which  ammunition  is  supplied 
by  the  Military  Authorities  at  cost  price 
to  one  section  of  the  townspeople,  with 
the  result  of  not  only  endangering  pro- 
perty, but  life.  I  further  wish  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  how  far  he 
has  proceeded,  up  to  the  present  moment, 
in  reorganizing  the  Police  Force  of  Bel- 
fast? I  do  not  expect  him  to  declare 
what  ought  to  be  the  permanent  mea- 
sures that  will  be  taken.  That,  of  course, 
must  depend  on  the  Keport  of  the  Koyal 
Commission ;  but  what  I  want  to  know 
is  what  are  the  temporary  measures  by 
which  he  hopes  to  maintain  the  peace 
of  Belfast  until  the  Koyal  Commission 
report?  I  say  that  the  Q-overnment 
are  reponsible  for  the  recent  riots,  be- 
cause they  failed  to  establish  a  police 
station  at  Queen's  Island  22  years  ago, 
when  the  shipwrights  of  Queen's  Island 
made  an  attack  upon  the  navvies  work- 
ing in  the  docks  on  account  of  difference 
of  creed.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  have  established  a  police  station 
there  and  then ;  and  the  ri^t  hon.  Gen- 
tleman knows  as  well  as  I  do  that  on 
the  4th  of  June  last,  when  600  or  800 
shipwrights  marched  out  of  Queen's 
Island  and  made  an  attack  upon  100 
men  at  Alexandra  Dock,  the  police  ran 
away  and  did  not  return  until  the  riot 
was  over.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that 
if  the  police  had  had  a  station  on  the 
spot,  or  even  near  it,  a  dozen  determined 
constables  armed  with  rifles  or  revolvers, 
or  even  with  batons  in  their  hands, 
would  have  prevented  the  rioting,  the 
life  of  the  boy  James  Carney  would 
never  have  been  taken,  and  there  would 
have  been  none  of  the  riots  attended  by 
bloodshed  and  the  destruction  of  pro- 
perty which  has  since  taken  place.  An 
extraordinary  report  comes  to  me  on  the 
best  possible  authority,  although  I  must 
admit  that  I  cannot  altogether  believe 
it.  It  is  that  in  the  district  of  Belfast, 
from  which  the  police  force  were  lately 
driven  out,  and  in  which  the  authority 
of  the  Queen  was  for  a  time  superseded, 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  at  the  in- 
stigation of  the  Kev.  Dr.  Hanna  and 
other  principal  instigators  of  the  riots, 
have  agreed  that  the  police  force  sta- 
tioned there  shall  be  Protestants,  and 
Protestants  of  a  particular  political  bias. 
It  is  true  that  the  police  of  Ireland,  as 
at  present  composed,  is  one- fourth  Pro- 
testant and  three- fourths  Catholic;  but 
the  proportion  in  Belfast  is  different, 


being  three-fourths  Protestant  and  one- 
fourth  Catholic.  Of  that  I  do  not  com- 
plain, because  the  majority  of  the  people 
there  are  Protestants ;  but  what  I  do 
complain  of  is  that  the  same  proportion 
should  not  have  been  observed  in  other 
parts  of  the  town  when  the  riots  took 
place.  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  be  able  to  make  a  frank  declaration 
that  there  is  no  intention  of  placing  in 
the  riotous  districts  of  Belfast  a  police 
force  almost  entirely  Protestant,  because 
the  main  features  of  the  riots  were  the 
attacks  which  were  made  by  a  riotous 
mob  on  the  shops  of  the  Catholics  in 
that  quarter  of  the  town  where  the  Ca- 
tholics were  very  few.  What  is  to  be- 
come of  these  unfortunate  people  if  the 
police  employed  for  the  protection  of 
life  and  property  are  to  be  selected 
solely  because  they  are  Protestants  ?  Ac- 
cording to  the  statement  made  to  me, 
Mr.  Keed,  the  Inspector  General  of  Con- 
stabulary, was  asked  a  few  days  ago  in 
Belfast,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  whether  he  had  promised 
the  Kev.  Dr.  Hanna— better  known  as 
"Eoaring  Hanna" — that  on  re-estab- 
lishing the  police  in  the  Shankhill  Koad 
he  would  find  everything  satisfactory  to 
him,  and  that  the  force  would  be  com- 
posed of  Protestants.  The  Inspector 
General  was  also  asked  whether  he  in- 
tended to  allow  the  police  to  go  back  to  the 
Shankhill,  Hoad  or  whether  the  hopes  of 
those  who  desired  to  see  the  re- establish- 
ment of  a  local  force  were  to  be  realized. 
I  trust,  upon  this  point,  to  obtain  some 
assurance  from  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land, because  it  has  been  stated  lately 
that  the  Government  propose  to  give  in 
upon  the  point  and  to  consent  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  local  force.  It  is  cer- 
tainly a  serious  matter  if  the  highest 
officials  of  the  Koyal  Irish  Constabulary 
have  given  an  undertaking  to  one  of  the 
persons  chiefly  responsible  for  the  recent 
riots  that  the  police  who  are  to  have 
charge  of  the  Shankhill  Koad  are  to  be 
a  Protestant  force.  I  know  nothing 
whatever  of  the  rumour,  and  I  only  re- 
peat the  statement,  as  it  has  been  made 
to  me,  as  a  matter  of  duty,  in  order  to 
ascertain  what  the  views  of  the  Govern- 
ment are.  Before  I  sit  down  I  wish  to 
know  what  is  the  condition  of  the  ques- 
tion in  regard  to  the  re-employment  of 
Catholics  in  Belfast  who  have  been 
thrown  out  of  work  in  consequence  of 
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the  riots?  The  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Chief  Secretary  said  the  other  day  that 
he  believed  most  of  the  Catholics  had 
returned  to  work,  and  that  he  expected, 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  the  rest 
would  be  restored  to  their  employment. 
I  asked  if  the  observation  applied  to  the 
establishment  of  the  Mayor —Sir  Edward 
Harland — and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
told  me  he  could  not  say.  I  have  here 
a  letter  from  a  person  employed  in  the 
shipyard  of  Sir  Edward  Harland,  and 
the  writer  tells  me  that  altogether  150 
Catholics  have  been  obliged  to  leave  the 
leland,  and  that  only  some  half-dozen 
have  resumed  work,  or  less  than  l-20th 
of  the  entire  number.  The  remainder 
are  anxious  to  go  back,  but  they  are 
afraid  to  do  so,  because  no  undertaking 
is  given  by  the  firm  that  they  will  he 
afforded  protection.  Now,  Sir,  the  case 
of  the  shipyard  on  Queen's  Island  is 
only  a  type  of  numerous  other  cases  in 
Belfast.  The  Government  have  hitherto 
refrained  from  bringing  their  influence 
to  bear  upon  the  employers.  Of  course, 
I  know  what  the  inclination  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  himself  must  bo.  He 
must  surely  desire  that  work  should  be 
re-established ;  he  cannot  expect  that 
social  order  in  Belfast  can  be  placed  on 
a  sound  and  firm  and  satisfactory  basis 
80  long  as  there  are  a  number  of  poor 
CathoHc  workmen  who  are  kept  by  force 
from  earning  a  livelihood.  I  think,  then, 
that  I  do  not  ask  too  much  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  when  I  request  him  to 
communicate  with  Sir  Edward  Harland, 
the  Mayor  of  Belfast,  and  press  upon 
him  the  duty  of  adopting  measures  for 
the  adequate  protection  of  his  workmen. 
I  appeal  to  him  also,  from  the  high  au- 
thority of  his  Office,  to  state  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  Government  expect  the 
Mayor  of  Belfast,  for  his  own  interests 
and  for  the  public  good,  to  take  ade- 
quate measures  for  the  prevention  of 
further  disorder,  and  to  restore  to  work 
and  the  means  of  earning  a  living 
hundreds  of  poor  Catholic  people  who 
are  now  burdening  the  local  rates  of 
the  town. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) : 
I  have  no  wish  to  interfere,  in  any  way, 
with  the  consideration  which  the  Go- 
vernment may  give  to  the  appeal  which 
has  just  been  made  to  them  in  this 
matter.  But,  during  the  course  of  the 
speeches  which  we  have  listened  to  to- 
night, I  have  heard  of  packed  juries 
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and  of  convictions  obtained  at  any  price 
by  perjured  evidence.  Now,  I  have 
served  on  several  Commissions  for  the 
trial  of  prisoners  under  the  Crimes  Act 
in  Dublin.  [Laughter  from  the  Home 
Rule  MemhersT]  Hon.  Gentlemen  may 
laugh,  but  I  regard  it  as  one  of  the 
most  unpleasant  duties  which  a  citizen 
can  be  called  upon  to  perform,  and  I 
have  been  made  to  know  it,  as  probably 
some  hon.  Members  are  aware.  I  wish 
to  say  that  as  far  as  the  question  of  in- 
formers is  concerned,  on  every  jury 
on  which  I  sat  under  the  Crimes  Act, 
the  Judge  was  most  careful  in  telling 
the  jury  that  they  were  not  to  rely  upon 
the  evidence  of  the  informer  if  they  did 
not  consider  that  there  was  sufficient 
evidence  without  it.  We  were  directed 
simply  to  take  the  evidence  of  the  in- 
former as  supplementary,  and  not  to  found 
the  verdict  solely  upon  it.  In  every  case 
that  was  the  direction  given  by  the 
Judge  to  the  juries  on  which  I  sat,  and 
I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  it  was 
given  in  every  case  that  was  tried  in 
Green  Street  Court  House.  Therefore, 
the  Committee  must  not  run  away 
with  the  conclusion  that  the  verdicts 
were  founded  on  the  evidence  of  these 
men ;  there  must  have  been  other  evi- 
dence, or  otherwise  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  have  obtained  a  conviction. 
There  is  another  thing  I  desire  to  say. 
It  has  been  implied  by  hon.  Memhers 
who  have  taken  part  in  the  dehate  that 
the  special  jurors  in  Dublin  were  simply 
as  wax  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown, 
prepared  to  bring  in  whatever  verdict 
the  Crown  chose  to  ask  for.  Now,  I 
would  put  it  to  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway  whether,  in  several  notahle 
cases,  political  prisoners  who  stood  in 
the  dock  were  not  acquitted  without  re- 
gard to  the  feelings  of  the  Crown  ?  I 
would  instance  the  case  of  Fitzgerald. 
The  jury  in  that  case,  although  it  has 
been  described  as  a  packed  jury,  acquit- 
ted the  prisoner,  and  I  object  to  sit  by 
and  hear  my  fellow-citizens  libelled  in 
this  manner.  I  say  that  the  citizens  of 
Dublin  are  as  intelligent,  as  upright, 
and  of  as  high  character  as  hon.  Mem- 
bers below  the  Gangway,  and  they  will 
compare  with  them  very  favourably  in 
every  respect  in  which  the  Committee 
may  wish  to  draw  a  comparison.  It  is 
gprossly  unfair  for  hon.  Members  below 
the  Gangway  to  say  that  the  leading  mer- 
chants of  Dubltni  who  have  sat  on  these 
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juries,  and  who  have  performed  good 
serrioe  to  the  State  during  these  trials, 
rendering  it  often  at  the  peril  of  their 
lives,  should  be  libelled  by  the  assertion 
that  they  were  merely  as  wax  in  the 
hands  of  the  Crown,  ready  to  bring  in 
any  verdict  the  Crown  desired  to  obtain. 
As  to  the  Barbavilla  case,  I  express  no 
opinion  whatever.  If  the  Government 
think  it  is  a  case  for  inquiry  I  sincerely 
hope  they  will  grant  an  inquiry.  The  hon . 
Member  for  Westmeath  (Mr.  Sullivan) 
stated  that  there  had  been  four  trials  of 
these  prisoners  already.  Under  those 
circumstances,  I  would  ask  a  question 
which  must  occur  to  every  man  in  this 
House.  If  the  whole  of  this  evidence 
was  in  existence,  why  was  it  not  pro- 
duced on  one  or  other  of  the  four  trials 
which  have  already  taken  place  ?  How 
is  it  that  it  only  comes  out  now  after  the 
men  have  been  convicted  of  this  crime  ? 
I  say,  again,  that  I  have  no  desire  to  in- 
terfere with  any  consideration  the  Go- 
vernment may  give  to  the  circumstances 
of  this  case.  If  they  think  that  there 
has  been  a  miscarriage  of  justice  I  should 
rejoice  to  see  the  prisoaerssetat  liberty. 
But  what  I  object  to  is  that  the  citizens 
of  Dublin  should  be  libelled  and  the 
Judges  misrepresented  in  this  abomin- 
able manner.  As  far  as  my  own  per- 
sonal knowledge  goes,  the  citizens  of 
Dublin  brought  to  the  consideration  of 
these  matters  very  great  intelligence  and 
the  strongest  desire  to  do  their  duty  both 
by  the  prisoners  and  to  the  Crown. 

Mb.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
This  question  of  trials  in  Dublin  is  one 
which  does  not  involve,  in  itself,  any 
question  with  regard  to  the  character  of 
Dublin  jurors.  No  doubt  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  has  just  sat  down,  who  is 
one  of  the  most  notorious  of  those  per- 
sons who  were  constantly  employed  for 
the  purpose  of  trying  special  jury  cases 
in  Dublin,  is  anxious  to  defend  himself 
and  his  colleagues  from  the  imputations 
which  have  been  made  against  them. 
In  this  particular  case,  however,  what 
we  do  is  not  to  bring  general  charges, 
but  to  make  specific  statements  which 
are  perfectly  capable  of  contradiction 
and  disproof  if  the  statements  themselves 
are  capable  of  being  disproved.  The 
statements  made  by  my  hon.  Friend  are 
perfectly  clear  and  distinct.  There  is  a 
well-known  belief  in  Ireland  that  there 
was  a  miscarriage  of  justice  in  the  Bar- 
bavilla oaae.    I  was  in  the  Court  House 


in  Green  Street  during  a  portion  of  the 
trial  of  these  men,  and  I  was  present 
while  the  old  informer,  M'Keon,  was 
giving  his  evidence.  I  am  prepared  to 
say  that  no  juror  who  followed  the  evi- 
dence given  by  M*Keon  could  come  to 
any  other  conclusion  than  that  the  man 
was  all  the  time  perjuring  himself.  No 
one  who  was  not  either  hopelessly  unin- 
telligent or  blindly  biased  by  political 
faction  could  arrive  at  any  other  conclu- 
sion. Nothing  could  be  more  clear;  and 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  as  far  as  there 
were  materials  in  his  possession  the 
prisoners  were  defended  with  great 
ability  by  Dr.  Boyd — now  Mr.  Justice 
Boyd.  It  appears  to  me,  however, 
that  the  special  jurors  in  Dublin,  at 
the  time  the  trial  was  going  on,  were 
animated  rather  by  a  desire  to  strike 
terror  into  the  people  of  the  country  than 
by  the  wish  to  do  justice.  The  hon. 
Member  alluded  to  the  trisil  of  Mr. 
Fitzgerald,  but  I  think  it  was  one  of  the 
last  cases  he  ought  to  have  referred 
to.  If  ever  there  was  a  case  in  Ireland 
in  which  a  man  was  subjected  to  con- 
stant and  systematic  persecution ;  if 
eyet  there  was  a  case  in  which  trumped- 
up  evidence  was  resorted  to  for  the  pur- 
pose of  depriving  an  innocent  man  of 
his  liberty,  it  was  the  case  of  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald. So  weak  was  the  case  of  the 
Crown  that  as  soon  as  the  trial  of  Mr. 
Fitzgerald,  which  was  put  forward  as  a 
kind  of  test  case,  was  disposed  of,  11 
other  men  were  discharged  from  custody. 
I  do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary  to 
enter  into  the  character  of  many  of  the 
persons  who  have  been  engaged  as 
special  jurors.  The  hon.  Member  spoke  of 
Dublin  merchants  as  serving  upon  these 
special  juries.  We  all  know  what  sort 
of  persons  the  special  jurors  really  were. 
There  was  one  of  these  special  jurors  to 
whom  I  drew  attention  some  time  ago 
in  this  House.  He  was  a  person  em- 
ployed as  a  messenger  in  the  Customs. 
That  is  a  specimen  of  the  usual  Dublin 
merchant  employed  in  a  crisis  like  this 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  convic- 
tion of  a  prisoner.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  to  canvass  the  conduct  of  these 
men  further.  My  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  South  Mayo  (Mr.  J.  F.  X. 
O'Brien)  has  called  attention  to  the  con- 
viction of  the  Mayo  prisoners.  The 
Mayo  prisoners  were  convicted  in  the 
City  of  Cork,  before  a  Cork  special  jury; 
but  there  were  the  same  arrangements 
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in  regard  to  the  empannelling  of  special 
juries  as  those  whicli  were  resorted  to 
in  Dublin.  We  know  the  manner  in 
which  the  conviction  of  the  Orossmalina 
prisoners  was  brought  about.  Even  the 
Judge  was  browbeaten  by  the  prose- 
cuting counsel. 

The  chairman  :  I  think  the  bon. 
Member  is  travelling  very  widely  from 
the  question  before  the  Committee.  His 
remarks  appear  to  me  to  be  altgether 
irrelevant. 

Mb.  M.  J.  KENNY:  On  the  first 
trial  the  Crossmalina  prisoners  were  not 
convicted  ;  but  when  another  Judge  was 
sent  down  the  conviction  was  secured. 
My  hon.  Friend  has  related  the  result 
of  the  conviction.  Some  of  the  prisoners 
were  sentenced  to  penal  servitude  for  1 0 
years,  and  some  of  them  for  a  less  period. 
There  is,  however,  a  prevalent  belief  in 
the  county  of  Mayo,  not  only  among  per- 
sons of  the  so-called  disloyal  class,  but 
even  among  the  loyal  inhabitants,  that 
if  any  man  in  the  county  of  Mayo,  by 
word  or  deed,  had  endeavoured  to  dis- 
countenance crime  and  outrage,  that  man 
was  Patrick  Hanney,  now  undergoing  a 
sentence  of  penal  servitude  on  a  charge 
of  conspiracy  to  murder.  We  know  that 
in  law  the  evidence  of  an  informer  is 
considered  infamous  ;  but  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  evidence  of  informers,  I 
maintain  that  in  no  single  instance  would 
the  special  jurors  in  Dublin  or  Cork 
have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the 
persons  charged  before  them  were  guilty. 
The  conviction  in  every  case  was  ob- 
tained by  the  evidence  of  informers,  the 
evidence  of  men  of  good  character  being 
altogether  insufficient  to  prevent  a  con- 
viction. There  is  another  case  to  which 
I  desire  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Committee.  It  is  a  case  which  was 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Earl  of 
Carnarvon,  when  he  was  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  at  a  time  when  the 
present  Attorney  G-enersil  for  Ireland 
occupied  a  similar  position  to  that 
which  he  now  occupies.  The  present 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
who  was  then  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, in  reply  to  a  speech  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork 
(Mr.  Parnell),  when  he  brought  forward 
a  Motion  last  year  in  reference  to  cer- 
tain convictions  in  Ireland,  including 
the  Maamtrasna  case,  also  called  atten- 
tion to  the  case  of  the  brothers  Dela- 
hunty.     He  invited  my  constitaents  to 
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supply  the  Earl  of  Camairan  with  a 
statement  of  their  views  on  the  subject. 
I  did  supply  the  Earl  of  Canarvon,  at 
the  time,  with  a  statement  of  facts  re- 
garding  the  conviction  of  the  two 
brothers  Delahunty.  I  do  not  think  it 
necessary  to  trouble  the  Committee  with 
a  recital  of  those  facts  now ;  but  there 
were  two  or  three  main  points  con- 
nected with  the  case  which  I  think  it 
would  be  well  to  state  to  the  Committee. 
In  the  first  place,  these  men  were  con- 
victed of  the  crime  of  firing  at  the  person 
of  a  man  who  had  been  a  life-long  per- 
sonal enemy.  There  was  no  trace  of 
shot  found,  no  trace  of  a  revolver  or 
gun,  and  the  whole  charge  depended  on 
the  testimony  of  the  person  who  swore 
he  was  fired  at,  and  a  boy  of  weak  in- 
tellect named  Markham.  It  was  upon 
this  evidence  that  the  two  brothers  were 
convicted  of  the  crime  of  firing  at  the 
person,  and  they  were  sentenced  to  penal 
servitude  for  life.  But  a  man  named 
Slatter,  about  six  months  after  the  con- 
viction, when  lying  upon  his  death- 
bed, made  a  declaration  before  two  Be- 
sident  Magistrates — Mr.  Percival  of  the 
county  of  Ennis,  and  Mr.  Crothy,  Resi- 
dent Magistrate  for  the  Eastern  Division 
of  Clare.  The  death-bed  confession  of 
Slatter  was  that  he  had  suborned  the 
evidence,  and  that  the  statements  made 
by  Markham  were  altogether  false.  As 
soon  as  this  charge  was  made,  Markham 
left  the  country,  and  within  a  very  short 
period  every  man  connected  with  the 
prosecution  left  Ireland.  I  sent  a  state- 
ment of  the  facts  of  the  case  to  the  Earl 
of  Carnarvon,  and  I  clearly  proved  by 
affidavits  that  by  no  possibility  conld 
Markham  have  been  where  he  swore  he 
was  on  the  night  in  question.  Among 
the  persons  who  made  the  affidavit  to 
that  effect  was  Markham's  own  brother. 
There  was  another  point.  Owing  to  no 
fault  of  the  counsel  who  defended  the 
prisoners,  but  owing  to  the  defective 
manner  in  which  these  men's  defence 
was  got  up,  all  the  facts  of  the  case  were 
not  got  out.  The  prisoners  were  poor 
country  boys ;  they  had  no  money,  and 
they  were  not  able  to  instruct  counsel  in 
a  proper  manner.  The  solicitor  origi- 
nally instructed  was  a  man  who  resided 
many  miles  away.  The  men  were  tried 
at  the  Cork  Winter  Assizes,  and  before 
the  trial  came  on  the  solicitor  left  Cork 
and  went  to  Dublin,  leaving  counsel 
very  imperfectly  instructed.    When  the 
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trial  came  on  there  wa«  only  one  eountel 
preeeot  with  rery  defectire  instruotions 
indeed ;  but  he  was  a  Terj  able  man, 
and  he  made  a  fair  case  out  of  the 
Terj  ecantj  matorials  with  which  ho  had 
been  suppliod.  Tho  counsel,  howeror. 
waa  placed  in  a  doubly  embarrassod 
poeition,  because  ho  had  no  chance  of 
communicating  with  his  own  witnessot 
beforehand,  the  solicitor  baring  left  for 
Dublin  ;  and  during  the  progress  of  the 
trial  some  material  points  arose  on  which 
it  was  rery  necessary  that  he  should 
bare  consulted  with  the  witoessos.  Ilav- 
ing  no  intemieiliary  he  was  unable  to 
acquaint  himsolf  with  the  whole  state  of 
the  facts,  eren  so  far  as  his  own  wit- 
noasee  were  concerned,  and  counsel, 
therefore,  was  placed  at  a  terrible  dis- 
advantage.  It  was  not  altogether  the 
fault  of  the  Crown,  although  the  Crown 
did  act,  in  tho  first  instance,  unfairly, 
because  they  mored  the  prisoners  from 
one  gaol  to  another,  without  giring  tho 
firat  solicitor  who  waa  instructed  in  the 
eaae  an  opportunity  of  knowing  where 
the  men  had  f>een  sent  to.  The  EatI  of 
Camarron  replied  to  my  appeal  on  that 
oeeaiton  that  he  saw  no  reason  for  reoon- 
•idering  the  s<«ntence ;  but  he  thought 
tbat  if  an  application  were  made  later 
oo,  the  queation  of  tho  duration  of  the 
•enteooe  might  reasonably  be  taken  into 
eooaideration.  Well,  Sir,  I  make  an 
applieation  now  for  the  reconsideration 
oi  the  eentenco.  It  is  impossible  to  hope 
that  the  present  Lord  Lieutenant  will 
revetae  a  decision  arriTe<l  at  by  his  Pre- 
deeeaitir ;  but  what  I  claim  is  that  these 
oiMi,  baring  now  already  undergone 
hmt  years*  penal  senritude,  should  hare 
their  eaae  reconsidered  with  a  view  of 
aecaring  a  miti^tion  of  the  sentence. 
I  OMintain  that  in  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  a  sentence  of  penal  servitude 
for  life  was  much  too  severe  a  sentence. 
It  most  also  bt*  remembered  that  the 
mae  were  convicted  at  a  time  of  great 
eadtoment,  and  of  strained  social  rela- 
in  Ireland — at  a  time  when  sen- 
were  passed  very  much  in  excess 
of  what  would  be  pass4Kl  for  similar 
offencca  in  Kngland  and  Scotland,  ur, 
iadeed,  anywhere  eliM*  except  Ireland. 
Therefore,  having  laid  before  thi*  Chief 
Secretary  the  facts  of  the  case,  I  would 
aak  him  now  to  reconsider  the  sentence 
which  was  pass<Nl  on  these  men  with  a 
▼iow  of  obtaining  their  release.  I  may 
add  that  thej  were  men  of  a  moat  ex- 


oellent  character  —  quite  of  a  different 
character  from  the  persons  who  charged 
them  with  tho  offence,  and  who  were 

Fersons  of  a  notoriously  bad  character, 
f  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  inauire 
I  into  the  circuniBtances  of  the  case  I  think 
he  will  he  able  to  satisfy  himself  that 
the  time  has  now  come  when  the  in- 
terests  of  justice  bo  will  satisfied  by  the 
release  of  the  prisoners. 

Tub  ATTORNKY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  r Mr.  Holmes'  .Dublin  Uni- 
versity , :  As  some  hon.  Crentleman  op- 
posite have  appealed  to  me  in  the  course 
of  the  debate  it  is  convenient  that  I  should 
say  the  few  words  I  have  to  say  at  the 
present  moment.  I  do  not  intend,  and 
I  am  sure  no  one  in  this  IIousi*  would 
expect  that  in  such  a  debate  I  should 
enter  into  a  consideration  of  tho  facts  of 
every  case  which  has  occurred,  or  ad- 
dress to  the  Committee  arguments  which 
ought  properly  to  be  only  addressed  to 
a  Judge  and  jury.  I  may  say  that  I 
have  had  no  notice  of  a  great  number 
of  tho  matters  which  have  oeen  brought 
before  the  Committee,  and  it  would  be 
altogether  impossible  for  a  Law  Officer 
of  tho  Crown  to  remember  everything 
which  has  occurred  during  his  own 
tenure  of  Office,  much  less  matters  with 
which  he  has  had  nothing  whatever  to 
do,  and  which  had  been  begun,  carried 
on,  and  ended  beforo  he  had  any  re- 
sponsibility for  the  administration  of 
justice  in  Ireland.  It  so  happens,  how- 
ever, that  I  know  a  little  aoout  one  or 
two  of  the  cases  to  which  reference  has 
been  made,  and  without  entering  into 
arguments  or  discussing  mattera,  which 
it  seems  to  me  the  House  of  Com- 
mons is  one  of  the  very  worst  placea  in 
which  to  discuss  them,  I  will  sav  what 
has  been  done  in  the  BarbaviUa  case. 
The  case  of  the  BarbaviUa  prisoners  has 
been  more  than  once,  in  the  form  of 
Questions  or  debate,  before  the  House ; 
and  I  should  like  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Committer*  to  the  progress  of  the 
case.  The  hon.  Member  is  quite  right 
in  stating  that  the  prisoners  now  in  gaol 
and  serving  out  their  sentences  were  in- 
dicted for  conspiracy  to  murder.  The 
first  four  were  put  on  their  trial  at  the 
end  of  the  year  1883,  and  the  iury 
having  on  that  occasion  disagreed  the 
same  four  prisoners  were  tried  again 
before  the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  in  the 
county  of  Dublin,  in  the  month  of  Mart*h 
following.    That  trial  reaulted  in  a  ver 
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diet  of  guilty.  I  baye  read  the  pamphlet 
which  has  been  published  by  Father 
Curry  in  reference  to  the  case ;  and  I  also 
have  read  what  took  place  at  the  trial. 
The  greater  part  of  the  arguments  put 
forth  in  that  pamphlet,  as  well  as  the 
arguments  used  to-day,  are  the  very 
arguments  which  were  addressed  to  the 
Judge  and  jury  by  one  of  the  ablest 
counsel  at  the  Irish  Bar  who  appeared 
in  the  defence  of  the  prisoners.  There 
were  two  trials,  one  of  which  terminated 
in  the  disagreement  of  the  jury,  while 
the  other  resulted  in  a  verdict  of  guilty. 
Everything  that  could  possibly  be 
brought  forward  by  way  of  argument 
on  behalf  of  the  prisoners,  and  on  behalf 
of  the  Crown,  was  brought  forward.  On 
the  last  occasion  a  verdict  was  found  be- 
fore the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  and  every- 
one who  is  acquainted  with  that  dis- 
tinguished Judge  knows  that  he  is  an 
eminent  Constitutional  lawyer ;  and  that 
he  would  be  the  last  man  in  any  country 
to  allow  any  topic  to  be  pressed  unfairly 
against  a  prisoner.  Something  has  been 
said  about  the  juries  of  the  City  of 
Dublin.  Haying  had  much  to  do  with 
them  during  my  life,  I  beg  to  say  that  I 
entirely  endorse  all  the  high  encomiums 
which  have  been  passed  in  their  favour 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone 
(Mr.  T.  W.  Eussell).  In  selecting  the 
jury  panel  there  was  no  officer  who  had 
any  power  to  pick  and  choose.  The 
jurors  were  selected  according  to  a  prin- 
ciple laid  down  some  years  ago — namely, 
that  of  alphabetical  arrangement,  from 
which  principle  there  can  be  no  devia- 
tion whatever.  The  matter  was  al- 
together beyond  the  control  of  any  offi- 
cer of  the  Government.  L^^-  ^'  »'^- 
Kenny  :  How  about  the  Crimes  Act  ?] 
The  practice  under  the  Crimes  Act  was 
precisely  the  same  except  that  instead 
of  the  jurors  being  selected  from  one 
venue  they  were  selected  from  two.  So 
much  with  regard  to  the  first  case.  In 
the  second  case,  four  or  five  of  the  pri- 
fioners  now  under  sentence  were  tried, 
and  again  there  was  an  abortive  trial. 
The  case  then  came  before  another  dis- 
tinguished Judge,  and  the  men  were  de- 
fended by  eminent  counsel,  who  had  the 
advantage  of  being  present  at  the  first 
trial ;  but  notwithstanding  all  the  know- 
ledge which  was  obtained  in  the  first  trial, 
and  all  the  advantage  which  the  prisoners 
possessed  in  consequence  in  rebutting 
the  charge,  the  result  was  that  a  verdict 
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of  guilty  was  found  against  them.  It  is 
not  for  me  to  say  whether  the  yerdiet 
was  right  or  not.  All  I  say  is  that  the 
result  was  obtained  in  the  ordinary 
Constitutional  way  for  determining  the 
guilt  or  innocence  of  an  accused  person. 
The  hon.  Member  opposite  (Mr.  Tuite) 
has,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  said  that 
he  conceives  it  is  right  for  any  person  who 
has  been  tried  and  found  guilty  to  haye 
his  sentence  reviewed  in  a  Constitutional 
manner.  I  entirely  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member ;  but  the  Constitutional  way  is 
not  by  a  discussion  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  That  has  never  been  sug- 
gested by  anyone.  Hon.  Members  most 
know  that  no  discussions  take  place 
here  as  to  the  way  in  which  the 
Home  Secretary  for  England  exercises 
the  rights  which  are  intrusted  to  him. 
In  the  case  of  Ireland,  advice  in  re- 
gard to  the  exercise  of  the  Perogatiye 
of  mercy  is  given  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor;  and  if  every  case 
is  to  be  reviewed  on  the  floor  of  this 
House,  it  would  be  impossible  to  get 
through  the  Civil  Service  Estimates  in  a 
month,  or  even  in  12  months.  There  is, 
however,  a  Constitutional  mode  whereby 
persons  who  have  been  conyioted,  and 
who  conceive  that  there  are  certain  cir- 
cumstances which  ought  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  in  order  to  secure  a  remis- 
sion of  the  penalty,  may  secure  that  their 
case  will  undergo  review.  Now,  what 
happened  in  this  case  ?  I  find  that  the 
last  of  these  prisoners  was  convicted  in 
the  summer  of  1884,  and  long  after  that 
— namely,  in  the  spring  of  1885,  when 
all  the  matters  now  referred  to  by  the 
hon.  Member  had  passed  away — a  Me- 
morial was  presented  to  the  Lord  Lien- 
tenant  by  the  friends  of  the  prisoners, 
appealing  to  him  to  take  the  matter  into 
consideration  and  exercise  his  judgment 
upon  it.  The  Lord  Lieutenant  at  that 
time  was  Earl  Spencer,  and  he  had,  when 
the  Memorial  was  first  presented  to  him, 
the  advantage  of  the  advice  of  a  distin- 
guished la  wyer — the  late  Lord  Chancellor 
Sullivan — who  entered  fully  into  eyerj- 
thing  that  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Government  in  reference  to  the  matter. 
Earl  Spencer  himself  went  through  the 
case.  Subsequently  another  Lord  Chan- 
cellor— Lord  Chancellor  Naish  —  sno- 
ceeded  ;  his  attention  was  also  drawn  to 
the  case,  and  he  gave  his  advice.  The 
result  of  that  consideration  was  that  Earl 
Spencer  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
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law  oa^ht  to  take  its  course.  There  was 
then  a  change  of  Goyernment.  A  Con- 
serrative  Qovemment  came  in,  with 
Lord  Ashbourne  as  Lord  Ohancellor, 
and  all  the  evidence  was  referred  to  him, 
as  well  as  the  statement  of  Father 
Ourry.  Now,  the  Government  of  that 
day  had  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  pro- 
seontion  of  these  men,  and  they  had  no 
conduct  of  their  own  to  justify  in  refer- 
ence to  it.  There  was  no  reason,  there- 
fore, why  they  should  not  bring  to  the 
consideration  of  the  case  a  most  un- 
biased and  impartial  mind,  or  why  they 
should  not  deal  with  all  the  facts  as 
readily  and  as  impartially  as  an  English 
Judge  dealing  with  an  ordinary  case 
which  might  come  before  him  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  his  duties.  The 
matter  was  carefully  considered  by  the 
Earl  of  Oarnarvon  and  Lord  Chancellor 
Ashbourne,  and  the  result  was  that  they 
also  decided  that  the  law  should  take 
its  course.  Again,  when  the  Earl  of 
Aberdeen  became  Lord  Lieutenant  the 
oases  were  again  considered  by  him. 

Mb.  TUITE  (Westmeath,  N.) :  Was 
that  the  case  of  the  whole  of  the 
prisoners  ? 

Mb.  holmes  :  I  know  that  it  was 
on  behalf  of  one  of  them  at  all  events ; 
but  I  shoidd  not  like  to  state  that  it  was 
for  all.  It  will,  therefore,  be  seen  that 
successive  Lords  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
taking  the  advice  of  successive  Lord 
Chancellors,  have  in  every  case  arrived 
at  the  same  conclusion — namely,  that 
the  punishment  inflicted  by  the  Judge 
upon  these  prisoners  was  a  punish- 
ment which  ought  not  to  be  interfered 
with.  I  would  say,  even  now,  that  if  a 
Memorial  were  addressed  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  setting  forth  any  new  facts, 
the  matter  would  not  again  receive  the 
consideration  which  it  is  entitled  to  re- 
ceive ;  but  the  only  mode  of  inquiry  pro- 
vided by  the  Constitution  in  cases  of  this 
kind  is  an  inquiry  which  has  already 
taken  place  on  more  than  one  occasion. 

Mb.  TUITE:  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  will  recollect  what 
was  the  result  of  the  further  investigation 
which  took  place  in  the  case  of  Brian 
Kilmartin. 

Mb.  holmes  :  There  is  no  power  to 
hold  sworn  inquiries  such  as  have  been 
suggested.  That,  indeed,  would  be  a  new 
trial,  such  as  is  unknown  to  the  English 
law  and  Constitution.  So  much  in  regard 
to  the  Barbavilla  case.    As  to  the  Cross- 
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malina  case,  I  happen  to  know  some- 
thing about  that  also.  A  conviction 
was  obtained  in  the  spring  of  the  year 
1884;  but  there  had  been  a  disagree- 
ment among  the  jury  in  the  previous 
December.  It  is  a  remarkable  circum- 
stance that  from  the  spring  of  1884 
down  to  the  month  of  September,  1885, 
no  representations  were  made,  as  far  as 
I  am  aware  of,  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
or  any  other  authority,  on  behalf  of  the 
prisoners.  What  occurred  was  that  in 
the  autumn  of  the  year  1885  some 
members  of  the  Boards  of  Guardians  in 
the  county  of  Mayo  passed  resolutions 
calling  on  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  con- 
sider whether  the  sentence  should  not 
be  remitted,  and  giving  as  a  reason  that 
crime  was  disappearing  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, and  that  it  was  a  desirable  thing 
for  the  peace  of  the  country  that  these 
men,  who  had  occupied  a  good  position, 
should  return  to  society.  No  fresh  facts 
were  brought  forward,  and  no  arguments 
beyond  those  which  had  been  addressed 
to  the  jury  upon  the  trial.  The  matter 
was  carefully  considered,  and  the  answer 
was  only  what  might  have  been  expected 
under  the  circumstances,  that  the  law 
must  take  its  course.  No  doubt,  if  there 
are  any  new  facts  which  can  be  brought 
before  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  the 
ordinary  way,  and  in  the  only  way  in 
which  they  can  be  brought  forward,  they 
will  receive  the  attention  they  are  en- 
titled to.  Hon.  Members  opposite  seem 
to  think  that  no  trisil  can  be  conducted 
anywhere  without  a  conspiracy  on 
the  part  of  someone  to  pervert  the 
course  of  justice.  Now,  hon.  Members 
generally  in  this  House  must  know 
that  the  late  Lord  Lieutenant,  who  was 
himself  responsible  for  these  prosecu- 
tions, and  the  present  Lord  Lieutenant 
are  high-minded  English  Gentlemen. 
They  have  done  that  which  they  were 
bound  to  do.  They  have  considered 
fully  the  facts  which  have  been  put 
before  them,  and  I  have  stated  what 
the  results  of  that  consideration  is.  Of 
course,  it  must  be,  to  a  certain  extent,  ob- 
vious to  hon.  Members  that  a  very  strong 
case  indeed  must  be  made  out  before 
the  decision  already  arrived  at  could  be 
reversed.  Eeference  has  been  made  to 
a  third  case — that  of  the  brothers  Dela- 
hunty.  That  case  shows  the  incon- 
venience of  a  discussion  of  this  nature. 
Now,  I  know  nothing  of  the  case  of  the 
Delahunty's.    I  had  nothing  to  do  with 

0 


887 


Supply — Civil 


{OOMMOMS) 


Service  Xktimatee. 


888 


their  prosecution,  and  the  accidental  cir- 
cumstances which  made  me  acquainted 
with  the  other  cases  did  not  occur  in 
this.  Therefore,  I  cannot  say  one  word 
either  one  way  or  the  other  about  it ;  but, 
as  I  have  pointed  out,  a  mode  exists  by 
which  the  opinion  of  the  Constitutional 
authorities  can  be  taken,  and  that  is  by 
the  presentation  of  a  Memorial.  If  a 
Memorial  is  presented  it  will  receive  full 
and  careful  consideration.  It  is  clear 
that,  as  far  as  this  House  is  concerned, 
the  discussion  which  has  been  going  on 
can  lead  to  no  profitable  result.  I  have 
spoken  as  fully  on  the  subject  as  I  can. 
I  have  no  wish  to  prejudge  any  pro- 
ceeding which  may  take  place.  I  have 
simply  given  an  historical  account  of 
what  has  been  done  in  the  past ;  and  I 
firmly  believe  that  both  in  regard  to  the 
present  Administration  and  the  last  their 
only  desire  was  to  carry  out  the  law  in 
Ireland  firmly,  but  at  the  same  time 
with  justice,  paying  due  regard  to  every- 
thing that  characterizes  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  law  in  England. 

Mr.  TUITE  :  The  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  has  stated  that  it  is  wrong 
to  bring  these  cases  before  the  House  of 
Commons ;  but  how,  then,  are  the  Irish 
people  to  ventilate  their  grievances  ?  It 
18  suggested  that  two  Lords  Lieutenant 
of  Ireldnd  have  inquired  into  this  case  ; 
but  what  was  the  nature  of  those  in- 
quiries? They  brought  forward  men 
who  have  got  large  rewards,  men  who, 
having  been  third-class  Inspectors,  had 
been  made  first-class  Sub- Inspectors, 
men  who  have  received  large  pecuniary 
rewards ;  and  I  ask  whether  these  are 
the  sort  of  persons  in  whom  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  ought  to  have  unbounded 
confidence  in  inquiries  of  this  kind? 
Certainly  not.  These  are  men  who  are 
themselves  guilty  of  perjury  and  cor- 
ruption in  obtaining  verdicts,  and  ought 
not  to  be  brought  into  such  an  inquiry. 
If  there  is  to  be  any  investigation  of  the 
case  of  these  unfortunate  men  it  must 
be  an  impartial  one.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  has  told  us  there  is  no  pre- 
cedent for  inquiry.  But  I  say  that  the 
case  of  Brian  Kilmartin  is  a  precedent, 
and  in  that  case  an  independent  person 
was  sent  down  to  inquire  into  the  facts 
which  he  reported  upon,  and  in  conse- 

?uence  of  that   the  man  was  released, 
know  both  the  locality  in  which  the 
murder  was  committed  and  the  people, 
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and  I  say  that  a  more  exemplary  olaas 
of  men  does  not  exist  on  God's  earth. 
In  order  to  mark  the  sense  of  our  dis- 
satisfaction  I  shall  move  the  reduction 
of  this  Vote  by  the  sum  of  £10,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £7,866,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  ram 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year  ending 
on  the  3l8t  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Offices  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  in  Dablin 
and  London,  and  Subordinate  Departments.**— 
(Mr,  Tuite.) 

Mr.  SHIRLEY  (Yorkshire,  W.B., 
Doncaster) :  I  must  say  I  think  the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  has  not  given 
an  answer  as  satisfactory  and  conclusiye 
as  it  might  have  heen  to  hon.  Gentlemen 
below  the 'Gangway.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  talks  about  the  Con- 
stitution, and  suggests  that  the  Irish 
Members  should  pursue  their  Oonstitu- 
tional  remedy,  ^ut  have  they  g^t  a 
Constitutional  remedy  ?  The  very  point 
on  which  they  rely  is  that  the  Constitu- 
tion is  defective,  and  that,  unless  they 
bring  their  grievance  before  this  Com- 
mittee, they  have  no  chance  of  obtaining 
redress.  Now,  Sir,  I  am  quite  alive  to 
the  inconvenience  of  constituting  this 
Committee  a  Court  of  Criminal  Appeal, 
with  authority  to  review  and  reverse  de- 
cisions arrived  at  in  the  ordinary  Courts 
of  Law.  But  justice  is  more  important 
than  convenience,  and  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers have  no  other  course  open  to  them. 
The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  seems 
to  consider  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  is  a  kind  of  Court  of  Criminal 
Appeal.  But  he  is  nothing  of  the  sort — 
not  any  more  than  the  Sovereign  is  a 
Court  of  Criminal  Appeal  in  England. 
The  truth  is  that  we  have  not  got  a  Court 
of  Criminal  Appeal  either  in  England  or 
in  Ireland  at  the  present  time ;  and  the 
Constitution  is,  in  my  opinion,  defective 
so  far.  I  hope  that  the  Conservative 
Government  now  in  Office  will  take  an 
early  opportunity  of  improving  the  Con- 
stitution in  this  respect.  Some  years 
ago  an  attempt  was  made  by  a  Liberal 
Government  to  establish  a  Court  of 
Criminal  Appeal,  not  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reviewing  verdicts,  but  also  of 
revising  sentences,  and  the  proposal  had 
the  support  of  the  most  eminent  criminal 
lawyer  we  have  in  this  country,  Mr. 
Justice  Stephen.  Innocence  will  not  be 
secure  till  suoh  a  Ooort  is  established ; 
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and,  in  the  meantime,  I  do  not  thinlc  it  is 
matter  for  wonder  or  complaint  if  Mem- 
bers who  believe  that  some  verdict  was 
fftren  contrary  to  the  justice  and  the 
facts  of  the  case  should  briug  it  up  be- 
fore this  Committee,  and  insist  that  a 
re-investigation  of  all  the  circumstances 
should  take  place.  If  there  were  a  Court 
of  Criminal  Appeal  it  would  be  different, 
because  then  the  case  would  be  most 
properly  argued  and  discussed  before 
such  a  Court,  and  persons  who  brought 
it  up  before  this  Committee  would  be 
guilty  of  Obstruction,  and  of  disloyalty 
to  the  recognized  institutions  of  the 
country.  But  in  the  present  state  of  the 
law,  and  under  the  present  defective 
condition  of  the  Constitution,  there  is 
not  any  adequate  security  that  justice 
will  be  done ;  and  I  think  it  is  quite  right 
that  important  public  cases,  in  which 
many  persons  are  interested,  should  be 
discussed  in  Parliament. 

Sib  JOSEPH  M'KENNA  (Monaghan, 
8.) :  I  think  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  has  made  too  much  of  the  point 
that  the  House  is  not  constituted  for  the 
revision  of  penal  sentences.  Now,  all 
on  this  side  of  the  House  are  desirous 
that  there  should  be  a  fair  trial  in  each 
case,  and  they  ask  for  an  investigation 
in  order  to  bring  about  that  result. 
That  is  what  we  have  done  before,  and 
I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  a  case  in  point.  The  case  of 
Brian  Kilmartin  has  been  referred  to  in 
the  course  of  this  discussion ;  but  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Front  Benches 
may,  perhaps,  forget  what  that  case  was. 
On  three  distinct  occasions  Kilmartin 
was  found  guilty  of  firing  on  a  man  in 
the  West  of  Ireland ;  the  case  was 
brought  before  the  Lord  Lieutenant  for 
the  time  being,  and  it  was  two  or  three 
times  also  before  this  House  as  the  sub- 
ject of  discussion.  The  case  brought 
forward  was  this — that  evidence  had 
come  from  the  man  who  had  really  com- 
mitted the  offence  in  the  form  of  a  con- 
fession on  his  death-bed  that  it  was  his 
hand  that  committed  the  crime,  and  that 
Kilmartin,  who  was  suffering  penal 
servitude  at  the  time,  was  not  guilty. 
Well,  we  know  that  the  Government  of 
the  day,  when  the  case  was  brought 
forward,  said  that  Kilmartin  had  been 
tried  by  a  jury  before  an  eoiiiieut  Judge ; 
that  the  Cise  had  had  the  most  careful 
consideration,  and  tiiat  the  prisoner, 
who  bad  been  defended  by  able  counsel, 


had  been  found  guilty.  The  cane  was 
brought  forward  a(2:ain  before  the  Go- 
vernment with  a  view  to  the  exercipe  of 
the  prerogative  of  mercy  on  the  part  of 
the  Crown  in  favour  of  this  man,  and 
we  were  again  met  with  a  rehearsal  of 
what  had  been  done  in  order  to  show 
that  what  had  been  done  was  right,  and 
that  there  was  no  hope  for  Kilmartin. 
I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  frequently  ad- 
dressing this  House  in  connection  with 
persons  incriminated,  whether  rightly  or 
wroDgly.  For  my  part,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  Judges,  although  they  may 
possibly  go  a  little  beyond  their  duty  in 
times  of  excitement,  are  not  likely  to 
have  a  passion  for  finding  persons 
guilty.  But  notwithstanding  that  one 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  so  strongly 
sustained  the  conviction  of  Kilmartin, 
and  notwithstanding  that  I  had  the 
highest  opinion  of  the  legal  acumen  and 
personal  justice  of  the  learned  Judge 
who  tried  the  case,  it  was  my  opinion 
that  they  had  not  brought  to  the  con* 
sideration  of  the  case  a  perfectly  un- 
biased mind ;  and  I  stated  at  the  time 
that,  so  far  as  I  was  able  to  judge,  the 
man  suffering  the  horrors  of  penal  ser- 
vitude was  as  innocent  of  the  crime  for 
which  he  was  suffering  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  then  sitting  where  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  now  sits, 
or  the  Judge  who  tried  the  case.  Sir 
Bobert  Peel  was  present  on  the  occa- 
sion  

The  CHAIEMAN  :  I  must  point  out 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  he  is  enter- 
ing too  much  iuto  detail. 

Sib  JOSEPH  MKENNA :  I  shall 
bring  my  remarks  quickly  to  a  close. 
I  say  that  two  right  hon.  Gentlemen — 
one  a  late  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
and  one  whom  I  am  proud  to  see  Lesder 
of  the  House,  had  the  courage  of  their 
opinions.  They  were  not  carried  away 
by  prejudice ;  they  spoke  on  the  ques- 
tion, and  got  a  promise  from  the  Minis^ 
try  of  the  day  that  the  case  of  Brian 
Kilmartin  should  be  inquired  into.  The 
Lord  Lieutenant  then  sent  down  a 
Queen's  Counsel  to  investigate  it.  The 
inquiry  did  not  last  long;  the  facts  were 
gone  over,  and  they  were  quite  sufficient 
to  obtain  in  a  few  weeks  the  liberation 
of  Kilmartin.  I  do  not  know  that  such 
a  decision  would  be  come  to  in  the  Bar- 
bavilla  case ;  but  I  do  say  that  it  is  emi- 
nently a  case  into  which  inquiry  ought 
to  be  ordered  and  carried  out  in  the 
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same  spirit  wbicli  ruled  in  the  case  of 
Brian  Kilmartin. 

M».  DEA8Y  (Mayo,  W.) :  I  cannot 
congratulate  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney   General    for 
Ireland  on   the   speech    we  have  just 
heard  from  him,  because  it  is  but  a  repe- 
tition of  speeches  that  have  been  made 
in  this  House  for  the  last  four  or  five 
years.     I  had  some  hope  before  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  rose  that, 
as  a  distinguished  Member  of  an  Ad- 
ministration at  the  head  of  which  we 
have  the  noble  Lord  who  was  instru- 
mental in  bringing  about    a    revision 
of  the   case   of    Brian    Kilmartin,   we 
should  receive  from  him  an  assurance 
of  a  more  satisfactory  character  than  we 
have  received .     What  has  the  right  hon. 
and   learned  Gentleman  stated  ?      He 
has  said    that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  is 
prepared  to  receive  any   Memorial  or 
representation  which  might  be  made  on 
behalf  of  the  men  now  sufferiug  for 
these  crimes  committed  in  Ireland.     In 
the  first  place,  we  know  what  has  been 
the  end  of  applications  of  this  sort  ad- 
dressed to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  during 
the  last  few  years.    They  get  into  the 
hands  of  interested  individuals  and  come 
to  nothing.    When  we  last  applied  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  Mr.  George  Bolton 
was  the  gentleman  who  took  the  matter 
in  hand.     This  House  is  aware  of  the 
character  of  Mr.  Bolton.     He  is  a  con- 
victed  swindler;   he  is  a  man  against 
whom  the  most  serious  charges  have 
been  made  and  proved.    Yet  this  is  the 
individual  who  is  retained  in  the  employ 
of  the  Crown,  and  this  is  the  man  to 
whom  our   Memorials  and  representa- 
tions are    sent   before  the   Lord  Lieu- 
tenant will  g^ve  any  answer  about  them. 
The  idea  of  sending  our  case  to  that  man 
is  simply  an  outrage  on  the  feelings  of 
hon.  Members  on  these  Benches  and  of 
the  people  of  Ireland.     I  cannot  con- 
ceive anything  more  absurd  than  for  the 
right  hon.  and  learned   Gentleman  to 
stand  up   and  seriously  ask  us  to  get 
George  Bolton   to   review  this  case  a 
second  time.      Why,  he  would  be  un- 
worthy of  his  position  as  Crown  Prose- 
cutor if  he  allowed  the  Petitions  to  have 
any  effect. 

Mr.  HOLMES:  Memorials  of  this 
kind  never,  under  any  circumstances,  go 
to  the  Crown  Prosecutor.  I  can  assure 
the  Committee  that  none  of  these  Me- 
morials were  ever  sent  to  Mr.  Bolton. 

Sir  Joseph  M^Kenna 


Mb.  DEASY:  I  can  only  say  that 
this  information  comes  upon  me  by  but- 
prise.     It  is  not  the  first  time  this  state- 
ment has  been  made,  although  it  is  the 
first  time  it  has  been  contradicted.    But 
it  is  acknowledged  that  Mr.  Bolton  has 
been  consulted  by  Earl  Spencer  in  seve- 
ral similar  cases;  whether  he  saw  the 
Memorial  in  this  or  not  I  do  not  know ; 
but  he  has  been  consulted.   That  cannot 
be  contradicted  by  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman.     Perhaps   Gentle- 
men who   know  very  little  about  the 
state  of  afiiairs  in  Ireland  and  of  the 
kind  of  men  who  administer  the  Criminal 
Law  in  that  country  may  be  disposed 
to  say  that  Memorials  should  be  sent  to 
Dublin  Castle,  and  be  reviewed  there. 
We   are  perfectly  aware  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  get  the  Irish  Govern- 
ment, whoever  it  might  be  who  ruled 
at  Dublin  Castle,  whether  Tory  or  Badi- 
cal,    to  hold   a  satisfactory  investiga- 
tion of  any  of  these  cases  which  we  now 
desire  to  be  gone  through  in  an  impar- 
tial manner,  unless  they  brought  in  men 
of    independent   character,   who    have 
no  political    bias,   and  who,   for  that 
reason,  might  be  trusted  to  g^ve    an 
independent  opinion  on  them.    But,  as 
matters  stand  at  present,  we  have  no 
hope  from  the  arrangement  which  the 
rignt  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  pro- 
poses in  this  matter.    I  suppose  that  Mr. 
O'Brien,  Crown  Prosecutor  in  most  of  the 
recent  cases,  would  be  the  person  to  whom 
the  Memorial  would  be  sent.    It  might 
or  might  not  be  so ;  but  a  man  quite  as 
bad  as  Mr.  O'Brien  would  be  appointed. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
objects  to  our  bringing  this  case  for- 
ward in  the  House  of  Commons;  but 
the  House    of    Commons  is  the  only 
place  in  which  we  can  ventilate   our 
views  with  any  hope  of  success.     The 
hon.  Member  above  the  Gitngway  (Mr. 
Shirley)  has  fairly  said  that  if  we  had 
a  Court  of  Criminal  Appeal  it  wotdd 
not  be  necessary  to  bring  forward  such 
cases  here ;  but  until  that  Court  is  estab- 
lished this  is  the  only  tribunal  we  have 
before  which  we  can  state  the  case  of 
these  prisoners,  and  from  which  we  can 
expect  anything  like  a  fair  and  impar- 
tial verdict.    I  do  not  think  we  snail 
succeed  in    getting   this   investigation 
after  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman;  but,  at  any  rate,  we 
shall  have  succeeded  in  exposing  the  in- 
famous manner  in  which  convictiona  are 
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obtained  in  Ireland,  and  the  fact  that 
there  are  now  lying  in  prison  a  number 
of  men  absolutely  innocent  of  the  crimes 
imputed  to  them.     The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  has  told  us  that  these 
men  have  been  convicted  by  the  ordi- 
nary law.    What  was  the  Crimes  Act  ? 
It  was  an  Act  passed  to  meet  a  certain 
state  of  things  in  Ireland,  which  the  Go< 
yemment  have  acknowledged  in  the  past 
month  no  longer  exists ;  it  was  an  inno- 
vation upon  the  ordinary  law  of  the 
country;  it  was  an  innovation   of  the 
Constitution ;  it  was  a  piece  of  legisla- 
tion unheard  of  in  the  history  of  any 
country  in  the  world.    The  argument  of 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  u-entleman 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  is  cer- 
tainly beyond  my  comprehension  ;  and 
I  think  if  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  would  give  a  little  more  at- 
tention to  the  study  of  Constitutional 
law  he    would    be    more    careful    in 
making  these  statements  with  regard 
to    the    methods    by  which    prisoners 
were  convicted  in  Ireland.    I  have  in 
my  own    possession,   as   Member    for 
Mayo,  the  case  which  an  hon.  Member 
has  brought  forward   to  -  night.     We 
have  been  told  that  six  men  charged 
with  conspiracy  to  murder  were  sen- 
tenced to  various  periods  of  penal  servi- 
tude, of  from  four  years  to  10  years' 
duration.     Now,  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W.  Eussell)  has 
repudiated  the  idea  of  jury  packing  in 
Ireland.     I    have    nothing    to    say  at 
the  present  moment  on   the    question 
of  criminal  trials  in  Dublin   to   which 
he  has  referred ;  but  I  do  know  some- 
thing of  one   which  took  place  in   my 
own    city  during  the    time    that  the 
Crimes  Act  was  in  operation.     I  was  in 
a  position  of  advantage  in  this  respect, 
because  at  the  time  those  convictions  were 
obtained  I  was  Member  for  the  City  of 
Cork,  and  in  that  capacity  I  was  obliged 
carefully  to  examine  and  scan  the  jury 
panel  drawn  up  by  those  who  were  con- 
nected with  the  administration  of  the 
law.  I  remember  on  one  occasion  I  took 
the  opportunity  of  drawing  attention  to 
the  manner  in  which  juries  were  packed 
in  the  City  of  Cork,  owing  to  the  action 
of  the  Crown  Prosecutor,  and  particu- 
larly to  that  of  Mr.  O'Brien.  What  was 
the  case  in  the  particular  instance  I  am 
now  referring  to  ?    I  found  that  out  of 
a  panel  of  160  or  170  men  who  answered 
to  their  names,  when  a  special  jury  was 


called  36  jurors  were  told  to  stand  by 
on  the  part  of  the  Crown.  The  pri- 
soners had  only  the  right  to  challenge 
six  jurors  when  the  jury  was  l^eing 
empannelled.  It  was  objected  to  one 
who  had  been  summoned  to  serve  on  the 
jury  that  he  had  expressed  his  opinion 
beforehand  on  the  particular  case  coming 
before  the  Court.  No  objection  was 
taken  by  the  prisoners'  counsel  until  he 
had  the  book  in  his  hand.  Then  they 
objected  to  his  being  sworn  ;  and, 
strange  to  say,  although  the  Crown  had 
the  right  to  direct  any  number  of  jurors 
to  stand  by,  while  the  prisoner  only  had 
the  right  to  challenge  six,  the  Crown 
insisted  on  this  man  being  sworn,  and 
thereby  deprived  the  prisoner  of  the 
right  of  challenge.  That  is  only  one 
instance  within  my  knowledge.  Now 
with  regard  to  the  change  of  venue. 
Mr.  O'Brien  explained  why  these  men 
were  brou'ght  down  to  the  City  of 
Cork  from  Mayo,  a  distance  of  8C0 
miles ;  he  said  it  was  because  if  the 
trials  took  place  in  the  county  in  which 
the  men  lived  an  enormous  number  of 
witnesses  would  be  brought  forward  in 
their  defence.  Well,  I  have  never  heard 
such  a  reason  given  by  any  man  who 
claims  to  be  a  high-minded  or  impartial 
man.  To  say  that  these  men  should  not 
have  been  tried  in  their  own  county, 
simply  because  a  number  of  witnesses 
would  be  forthcoming  to  prove  their 
innocence,  is  the  most  absurd  and  most 
criminal  course  that  could  have  been 
taken.  There  were  witnesses  brought 
down  to  Cork ;  but  these  unfortunate 
men  were  in  this  position — that  they 
could  not  go  round  among  their  friends 
to  ascertain  what  witnesses  they  really 
ought  to  examine  after  the  Crown  case 
had  been  disclosed.  The  facts  that  I 
am  stating  are  the  preliminaries  of  what 
took  place  at  the  trial.  In  the  first 
place,  the  prisoners  were  got  down  to 
Cork  lest  too  many  witnesses  should  be 
examined  in  their  favour;  and,  in  the 
second  place,  36  jurors  were  ordered  to 
stand  by,  the  jury  being  ultimatelj 
composed  of  nine  or  10  landlords  and 
Orangemen,  and  a  couple  of  Catholics 
very  Httle  better  than  the  others.  No- 
thing could  be  alleged  against  the  charac- 
ter of  those  young  men  who  were  in  the 
dock.  Mr.  Nally  was  a  very  prominent 
member  of  the  Fenian  Brotherhood,  and 
a  most  respectable  and  well-conducted 
man.    He  farmed  extensively,  and  was 
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possessed  of  40  dairy  cows.  This  shows 
that  he  had  a  large  stake  in  the  coun- 
try, which  would  deter  him  from  enter- 
ing into  such  a  conspiracy  as  that  which 
he  was  charged  with  having  belonged 
to.  His  connection  with  the  Fenian 
movement  would  doubtless  have  been 
quite  enough  to  have  saved  him  from 
prosecution  if  the  present  Home  Se- 
cretary had  been  Law  Adviser  to  the 
Irish  Government  at  the  time,  and  I 
shall  now  call  Mr.  Matthews,  Q.C.,  as  a 
witness  on  Nally's  behalf.  I  have  said 
that  Mr.  Nally  occupied  a  high  position 
in  the  Irish  Eepublican  Brotherhood.  I 
shall  quote  the  opinions  held  by  the 
Home  Secretary  of  the  sort  of  men 
who  identified  themselves  with  that 
Body.  Those  opinions  go  to  prove  that 
Mr.  Nally's  connection  with  the  Fenian 
organization  was  a  guarantee  that  he 
would  be  the  very  last  man  to  be 
guilty  of  joining  an  infamous  conspiracy 
of  this  kind.  Speaking  at  Dungarvan  on 
the  10th  of  September,  1868,  he  said— 

"Now,  my  enemies  have  tried  to  point  me 
out  as  a  tool  of  the  Tories.  When  I  ask  for 
your  suffrages  it  is  broadly  and  distinctly  upon 
these  grounds.  I  came  here  as  an  independent 
candidate,  pledged  to  no  Party,  determined  to 
support  no  Party  that  does  not  do  justice  to 
you,  determined  to  oppose  every  Party  that 
wronged  your  aspirations  and  disappointed 
your  hopes." 

Speaking  of  the  Fenians  then  in  prison, 
he,  on  November  8,  1868,  gave  them 
his  friendly  word  of  sympathy — 

"In  those  troubled  times  that  have  lately 
come  over  unhappy  Ireland  there  have  been 
men  (alluding  to  the  Fenians)  who  have  come 
into  collision  with  the  law.  They  have  been 
visited  with  a  punishment  which  is  certainly 
severe.  Every  true-hearted  Irishman  feels  of 
those  men  that  if  they  had  armed  against  the 
law,  at  least  they  had  deserved  weU  of  their 
country.  ^  Every  man  felt  that  those  unhappy 
victims  did  feel  for  their  country's  wrongs,  and 
were  willing,  if  necessary,  to  give  up  their 
liberty  and  their  lives  for  her  cause.  Every 
true-hearted  Irishman  cannot  forget  the  accom- 
plished mind  of  Luby,  the  eloquent  pen  of 
O'Leary,  and  the  gentle,  the  childlike,  the 
poetic  soul  of  Charles  Kirkham.  If  my  oppo- 
nent, Serjeant  Barry,  in  prosecuting  these  men, 
had  only  represented  the  cold  terms  of  the  law, 
if  he  had  contented  himself  with  doing  simply 
his  duty  as  Crown  Prosecutor,  I  think  that, 
though  not  commending  him,  we  would  not 
have  condemned  him.  But  he  did  not  content 
himself  with  that.  He  spoke  of  those  unhappy 
jnen — he  alone  among  Irishmen — in  larguage 
that  was  unjust  and  ungenerous ;  that  was  un- 
true ;  that  was  cruel.*' 

The  CHAIBMAN  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  now  reading  a  document  which 
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has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Yote  before 
the  Committee. 

Mb.  DEASY  :  I  was  endeavouring  to 
show,  from  a  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Home  Se- 
cretary, that  Mr.  Patrick  Nally  was  a 
man  of  hi^h  character. 

The  CHAIBMAN:  The  Committee 
has  nothing  to  do  with  that  point  at  alL 

Mr.  DEASY :  Then,  Sir,  I  will  not 
proceed  with  it ;  but  I  regret  it,  because 
the  speech  was  really  of  a  most  interest- 
ing character,  and  it  shows  how  easily 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
can  change  his  mind  to  suit  his  pur- 
pose. 

The  SEORETAHY  of  STATE  fob 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews)  ^Birmingham,  E.):  The  ex- 
tract which  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  read 
is  tolerably  accurate,  and  I  stand  justly 
punished. 

Me.  DEASY :  I  cannot  enter  into  that, 
and  I  shall  pass  on.  The  only  evidence 
against  these  men  who  were  sent  from 
Mayo  to  Cork  was  that  of  Coleman.  He 
swore  that  he  went  to  America  in  1866, 
and  had  to  return  because  a  charge  of 
murder  was  hanging  oyer  him  in  that 
country ;  and  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  J.  F. 
X.  O'Brien)  has  stated  what  this  man's 
moral  character  was ;  and,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  Crown  did  not  pretend  that  he 
was  a  man  in  whom  reliance  could  be 
placed.  The  Judge  led  the  jury  clearly 
to  understand  that  unless  important  cor- 
roboration of  this  man's  testimony  could 
be  brought  forward  by  the  Crown  they 
were  bound  to  acquit  the  prisoners. 
When  this  man,  Coleman,  came  from 
America  he  entered  into  service  with 
a  landlord  named  Cuffe,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  his  relations  with  the  people 
with  whom  he  was  connected  would  not 
enhance  his  character.  But  I  do  not 
say  anything  beyond  this— that  I  believe 
no  more  infamous  man  was  ever  selected 
by  the  Irish  Government  to  compass  the 
conviction  of  innocent  persons ;  and  I  do 
not  think  you  could  get  on  the  face  of 
the  earth  a  man  so  low  and  base  as  this 
person,  who  was  used  for  the  purpose  of 
convicting  the  prisoners.  I  might  men- 
tion that  this  man's  evidence  only  went 
to  show  that  certain  of  the  prisoners  met 
together  at  certain  places,  andtbathewas 
with  them  ;  and  the  only  point  in  which 
there  was  any  corroboration  of  his  evi- 
dence at  all  was  that  in  several  instaneee 
this  man  and  others  were  seen  speaking 
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together.  But  he  swore  distinctly  that 
these  men  arranged  to  lie  in  wait  behind 
hedges,  at  certain  specified  places  in  the 
county  of  Mayo,  with  a  view  to  the  per- 
petration of  murder;  that  they  made 
all  the  necessary  plans  several  days 
previously ;  and  that  he  informed  the 
police  of  the  intentions  of  the  would-be 
assassins.  Yet  I  may  point  out  to  the 
Committee  that  the  police  neversent  any- 
one to  ascertain  whether  his  statement 
was  false  or  true.  How  is  it  that  the 
police  did  not  send  half-a-dozen  of  their 
force  to  seize  these  assassins  and  carry 
them  to  prison?  Why,  there  was  nothing 
more  simple  than  to  do  this.  The  police 
were  told  that  a  certain  number  of  in- 
tending murderers  were  in  a  certain 
field ;  but  they  made  no  attempt  to  arrest 
them,  and  nothing  was  done  except  that 
one  of  their  number  went  upon  an  emi- 
nence on  one  occasion,  and  afterwards 
swore  that  he  saw  three  men  stretched 
by  the  side  of  a  fence,  but  that  he  did 
not  go  near  them  and  could  not  identify 
them.  Then,  with  regard  to  another 
point,  this  man  was  the  only  one  who 
swore  to  the  handwriting  in  the  letters 
produced.  He  recklessly  swore  to  the 
writing  of  one  of  the  prisoners,  but  in 
cross-examination  he  denied  having  seen 
the  men  write ;  and  consequently  the  evi- 
dence on  this  point  was  absolutely  worth- 
less. The  only  corroborative  evidence  was 
that  of  a  little  boy  1 0  years  of  age.  This 
boy  was  arrested  and  put  into  a  room  with 
Coleman,  and  the  result  was  that  every- 
thing that  was  desired  by  Coleman  to 
be  sworn  to  was  sworn  to.  But  when 
he  came  to  Cork,  in  some  way  or  other 
he  seemed  to  have  considered  what  he 
had  done  and  the  magnitude  of  the  crime 
he  had  committed  in  giving  evidence 
against  these  men,  which  he  knew  to  be 
false.  And  although  he  was  placed 
in  charge  of  a  police  constable  who 
admitted  that  he  had  actually  tam- 
pered with  this  little  boy  with  the  idea 
of  making  him  adhere  to  tlie  story  he 
had  previously  told,  the  boy  swore  in  the 
witness-box  before  the  Judge  that  there 
was  not  any  truth  whatever  in  his  pre- 
vious statement.  The  Crown  Prosecutor 
endeavoured  to  compel  the  Judge  to  give 
a  definition  of  the  law  with  regard  to 

informers 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolph  Chubchill) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  I  rise  to  Order.  I 
aak  for  your  ruling  as  to  whether  it  ie 


in  accordance  with  the  practice  of  the 
House  that  on  these  Votes  it  should  be 
competent  for  hon.  Members  to  review 
at  length  and  in  detail  any  judicial  pro- 
ceedings which  may  at  any  time  have 
occurred  in  the  course  of  a  Government 
trial,  particularly  a  trial  in  which  the 
present  Government  have  no  knowledge 
of  their  own,  which  in  no  way  concerns 
the  present  Government,  and  about  which 
the  present  Government  can  in  no  way 
be  held  responsible  ?  I  want  to  know 
whether  it  can  be  in  any  degree  possible 
to  make  progress  with  Supply  if  these 
proceedings,  which  occurred  so  long  ago, 
are  to  be  gone  into  in  such  immense 
detail  by  hon.  Members?  I  put  this 
question  in  no  controversial  spirit,  but 
in  the  interests  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons and  the  country. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  Mr.  Court- 
ney, before  you  give  your  decision  I  wish 
to  point  out  that  you  informed  us  it 
would  be  competent  for  us  to  raise  these 
very  points.  I  also  wish  to  say  that  the 
noble  Lord  has  not  correctly  stated  what 
our  position  is — namely,  that  we  feel  it 
our  duty  to  call  attention  to  these  cases. 

The  chairman  :  It  is  not  part  of 
the  duty  of  the  Chairman  to  point  out 
or  examine  into  the  inconvenience  which 
may  result  from  discussions  of  this  kind. 
But  it  is  certainly  not  competent  to  any 
Member  to  introduce  an  examination  of 
judicial  proceedings  or  processes  of  law 
which  may  have  happened  at  any  time 
or  at  any  place.  But  where  prisoners 
are  in  confinement  in  respect  of  whose 
trial  there  is  an  alleged  miscarriage  of 
justice,  it  is,  I  think,  competent  for  hon. 
Members  to  present  to  the  Government 
for  the  time  being  the  reasons  why  they 
consider  that  the  prerogative  of  mercy 
should  be  exercised. 

Mr.  DEASY  :  I  was  proceeding  to  say 
that  the  Crown  Prosecutor  endeavoured 
to  induce  the  Judge  to  bully  the  jury 
into  receiving  the  uncorroborated  evi- 
dence of  an  informer  which  they  ought 
not  to  take  into  consideration.  Now,  the 
reason  why  this  person  endeavoured 
to  bully  the  Judge  into  giving  a  deci- 
sion in  favour  of  the  Crown  was  that 
Coleman  alleged  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Fenian  Organization,  and  that  before 
his  arrest  he  was  in  communication  with 
the  police  relative  to  the  working  of 
that  Society.  It  was  contended  for  the 
prosecution  that  this  fact  made  him  a 
witness  whose  testimony  did  not  in  law 
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need  corroboration.  He  swore  that  in 
December,  1880,  lie  joined  the  Organiza- 
tion ;  but  he  never  said  a  word  about  the 
conspiracy  until  he  found  that  there  was 
money  going  about,  and  thought  that 
he  could  get  some  of  it  from  the  Oo- 
vernment.  It  was  then  that  he  came 
forward  and  offered  himself  to  the 
police  ;  but  the  police  paid  no  attention 
to  his  statements,  as  I  have  already 
shown.  Having  regard  to  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, I  say  it  is  preposterous  to 
suppose  that  any  man  in  his  senses  would 
place  the  least  reb'ance  upon  the  evidence 
of  Coleman.  But  an  unseemly  scene 
took  place  between  the  Judge  and  the 
counsel,  who  tried  to  force  the  Judge  to 
recall  the  jury  from  their  room  when 
they  were  considering  their  verdict,  in 
order  that  he  might  direct  them  to  con- 
sider the  evidence  of  Coleman  as  un- 
tainted and  reh'able.  But  the  Judge 
refused  to  be  dictated  to  by  these  gen- 
tlemeu,  and  the  result  was  that  the  jury 
disagreed.  The  prisoners  were  re- tried. 
The  second  trial  took  place  on  the  25th  of 
March,  1884,  and  on  that  occasion  the 
Crown  were  more  fortunate  in  having 
as  presiding  Judge  Mr.  Justice  Lawson, 
who  is  well  known  for  partiality ;  and  I 
certainly  say  that  in  any  case  of  a  politi- 
cal nature  over  which  he  presides  very 
little  fair  play  is  to  be  expected. 

The  chairman  :  Thehon.  Member 
is  out  of  Order  in  imputing  partiality  to 
a  Judge. 

Mb.  DEASY  :  I  withdraw  the  expres- 
sion, and  shall  proceed  only  with  a  sum- 
mary of  the  case.  If  hon.  Members  are 
anxious  to  know  the  true  character  of 
this  Judge  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be 
found  in  Mansard,  The  same  thing  oc- 
curred at  the  second  trial  as  at  the  first. 
There  was,  practically  speaking,  no  evi- 
dence; but  this  time  Mr.  O'Brien  took 
care  that  there  should  not  be  a  single 
juryman  sworn  to  try  the  case  who  had 
been  concerned  in  the  first  trial.  There 
were  10  Orangemen  empannelled  and  two 
Catholics  who  were  in  the  habit  of  attend- 
ing Orange  Lodges  and  were  prominent 
members  of  the  ''  I.L.P.U."  The  jury, 
then,  consisted  of  12  men  who,  by  rea- 
son of  their  associations,  were  incapable 
of  taking^  an  impartial  view  of  the  case. 
In  the  frame  of  mind  in  which  they 
were  at  the  time,  it  is  difficult  to  under- 
stand that  they  could  consider  the  evi- 
dence on  the  part  of  the  prisoners,  or 
that  they  could   show  any  doubt   of 
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the    testimony    which   might    be   put 
forward    on  the   part   of   the  Crown. 
Accordingly,    a    verdict    of   "  guilty " 
was    brought    in,    and    the    prisoners 
were  sentenced  to  penal  servitude  for 
terms  varjring  from  five  to  10  years.     I 
would  ask,  in  conclusion,  that  this  case 
which  has  not  been  before  the  House 
before,  except,  perhaps,  in  the  shape  of  a 
Question,  should  receive  attention  at  the 
hands  of  the  Government  and  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attor- 
ney General  for  Ireland.     Why  should 
the  Gt)vernment  not  give  us  an  inde- 
pendent man  to  look  into  this  matter,  as 
was  done  by  a  former  Government  in  the 
case  of  Kilmartin  ?    If  we  had  an  op- 
portunity of  stating  the  case  of  these 
prisoners  before  any  impartial  men  or 
body  of  men  I  have  no  doubt  in  my  mind 
as  to  what  the  result  would  be.     I  can 
only  say  that  such  proceedings  as  I  have 
referred  to  have  done  more  than  any- 
thing else  to  shake  the  confidence  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  in  the  administration 
of  the  law  there.     I  do  not  know  any 
man  acquainted  with  the  way  in  which 
the  law  is  carried  out  in  that  unfortu- 
nate country  during  the  last  five  years 
who  would  place  any  reliance  in  the  im- 
partiality of  the  Crown  officials.    The 
feople  are  convinced,  rightly  or  wrongly 
do  not  say,  that  lihe  verv  sources  of 
justice    in  Ireland  are  polluted — they 
are  convinced  that  nothing  like  justice 
can  be  had ;  and  I  say  that  if  the  (iovem- 
ment  will  grant  an  investigation  of  these 
charges  they  would  do  very  much  to 
restore  public  confidence  in  tike  adminis- 
tration of  justice  ;  but  so  Iouk  as  things 
remain  as  they  are,  so  long  will  mistrust 
and  dissatisfaction  exist.  We  have  taken 
the  only  opportunity  open  to  us  of  re- 
viewing these  cases,  and  I  hope  that  be- 
fore the  debate  closes  we  shall  receive  a 
more  explicit  and  satisfactory  statement 
from  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
and,  failing  him,  from  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  who  is  well  acquainted 
with  the  position  of  Irish  Members  in 
these  cases.     I  hope  the  noble  Lord  will 
do  for  us,  now  that  he  is  in  power,  that 
which  he  did  when  the  Government  of 
1884  was  in  Office.    We  are  anxiously 
awaiting  his  statement  to  learn  that  the 
case  of  the  men  now  suffering,  as  we 
believe  unjustly,  will  be  taken  into  oon- 
sideration. 

Mb.  HABRIS  (Galway,  E.) :  As  the 
name  of  Mr.  George  Bolton  has  bMi 
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mentioned  by  my  hon.  Friend  in  the 
course  of  his  remarks,  I  wish  to  say  that 
it  came  to  my  knowledge  that  Mr.  Bolton 
went  in  to  a  prisoner  who  was  confined 
in  the  gaol  at  Ballinasloe  under  a  very 
serious  charge.  He  represented  himself 
to  be  an  attorney  of  that  place,  and 
endeavoured  to  get  information  from 
him. 

The  chairman  :  I  do  not  see  how 
that  is  connected  with  the  present  Yote. 

Mb.  HABRIS  :  I  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  action  of  officials  of 
the  Government  in  Ireland  was  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Committee,  and 
that  I  was  within  my  right  to  mention 
the  circumstance  in  connection  with  this 
Vote. 

The  chairman  :  I  have  decided 
that  the  discussion  cannot  extend  to 
these  circumstances. 

Mb.  HARRIS  :  Then,  Sir,  may  I  go 
on  to  discuss  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment officials  in  Ahascragh  andLoughrea, 
where  for  several  weeks  within  my  know- 
ledge investigations  were  held  with  the 
object  of  getting  evidence  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN:  I  presume  that 
the  hon.  Member  refers  to  investiga- 
tions under  the  Protection  of  Person 
and  Property  Act  ? 

Mb.  HARRIS :  Yes,  Sir. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber would  not  be  in  Order,  the  Act 
being  no  longer  in  use. 

Mb.  HARRIS  :  Then  I  say  that  the 
Government  should  institute  an  inquiry 
into  the  way  in  which  the  Crimes  Act 
was  administered.  The  Act  was  passed 
in  exceptional  circumstances,  and  I  am 
of  opinion  that  the  convictions  obtained 
under  it  should  be  the  subject  of  revision 
now  that  the  normal  condition  of  affairs 
is  established;  and  further  I  say  that 
the  proceedings  of  the  Crown  officials 
in  connection  with  it  should  also  be 
revised. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  There  is  no  ques- 
tion DOW  before  the  Committee  as  to 
revising  what  was  done  under  the  Act. 

Mb.  HARRIS  :  One  of  the  most  im- 
portant cases  that  occurred  at  the  time 
was  the  case  of  Walsh  of  Connemara — 
["Order!"]— I  think  I  should  be  allowed 
to  discuss  a  conviction  which  resulted, 
as  I  believe,  in  an  innocent  man  being 
hanged. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  I  have  explained 
very  clearly  the  conditions  on  which  the 
deMte  mudt  be  continued.    The  hon. 


Member  must  confine  himself  within 
those  limits,  or  I  must  ask  him  to 
resume   his  seat. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  The  idea 
of  the  noble  Lord  is  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  nothing  to  do  with  the  trials 
which  took  place  under  previous  Irish 
Governments.  It  is  a  most  extraordi- 
nary theory  to  hold:  If  our  information 
is  correct,  you  have  a  great  number  of 
innocent  men  convicted  and  sentenced  to 
penal  servitude,  and  yet  the  present 
Government  cannot  see  that  they  are 
responsible.  That  position,  I  maintain, 
is  a  most  extraordinary  one.  But  what 
is  the  position  which  we  take  up  with 
reference  to  these  cases?  The  same 
general  principle  applies  to  all ;  but  the 
case  in  which  I  am  particularly  inte- 
rested is  that  which  occurred  in  County 
Mayo.  We  have  a  great  deal  of  evidence 
which  we  are  prepared  and  are  anxious 
to  lay  before  an  impartial  tribunal,  and 
which  we  believe  will  satisfy  such  a 
tribunal  that  these  men  have  been 
wrongfully  convicted,  and  that  they  have 
not  had  a  fair  trial.  I  want  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  what 
occurred  in  the  BarbaviUa  case.  A  de- 
bate took  place  in  this  House  on  the 
17th  July,  1885,  on  the  Motion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr. 
Parnell),  on  that  case.  In  that  debate 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary,  then  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, said  that  it  was  undoubtedly 
the  duty  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  re- 
consider any  case  of  this  kind  brought 
under  his  notice,  and  to  make  a  most  care- 
ful and  searching  inquiry,  and  that  the 
Earl  of  Carnarvon  would  be  the  last  man 
in  the  world  to  refuse  to  make  inquiry  into 
it.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  knows 
that  I  am  stating  what  he  said.  Now, 
mark  what  follows.  Had  there  been  on 
that  a  promise  of  the  then  Leader  of  the 
House  of  an  investigation  into  the  case 
of  the  BarbaviUa  prisoners,  by  a  reason- 
ably impartial  man,  you  would  not  have 
heard  again  one  word  about  this  case. 
I  leave  it  to  the  sense  of  fair  play  of 
English  Members  to  judge  if  there  was 
any  investigation  which  can  be  for  a 
moment  considered  as  calculated  to 
satisfy  the  feelings  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  and,  prevent  further  debate  on 
this  case.  What  did  a  reverend  gentle- 
mauy  the  priest  of  the  parish,  do  ?  He 
addressed  a  Memorial  to  the  Earl  of 
Carnarvon,  and  pointed  out  that  it  waier 
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time  to  have  an  investigation  of  the  case. 
He  said  he  had  collected  ample  evi- 
dence to  show,  first,  that  the  man  was 
not  guilty  of  the  murder ;  secondly,  that 
the  evidence  of  the  police  was  perjured 
— that  the  whole  charge  was  concocted 
between  the  police  and  perjured  wit- 
nesses. What  happened?  For  three 
months  there  was  absolutely  no  reply 
to  the  Memorial.  After  that  the  follow- 
ing reply  was  received : — 

'^I  am  directed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to 
inform  you  that  His  Excellency  has  given  his 
best  attention  to  the  Memorial  on  behalf  of  the 
prisoners,  and  he  feels  compelled  to  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  there  has  been  no  miscarriage  of 
justice,  and  that  the  law  must  take  its  course.*' 

Now,  note  what  happened.  The  men 
interested  on  behalf  of  the  prisoners 
did  not  know  that  an  investigation  was 
going  on.  The  investigation  was  made 
with  closed  doors.  We  do  not  now  know 
who  conducted  it ;  but  we  have  reason 
to  believe  that  the  very  officials  whose 
conduct  we  impugn  did  so.  There  was 
no  publicity  about  the  transaction ;  and, 
as  we  think,  the  true  facts  were  hidden 
from  His  Excellency.  Is  it  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  the  people  of  Ireland  are 
going  to  be  satisfied  with  such  an  in- 
vestigation as  this  ?  In  the  case  of  Brian 
Kilmartin,who  was  sentenced  to  20  years' 
penal  servitude,  a  similar  demand  was 
made.  The  House  of  Commons  was  in 
a  reasonable  temper,  and  an  independent 
Dublin  lawyer,  who  had  no  connection 
with  the  trial,  was  sent  down  to  make  an 
investigation  on  the  spot.  There  was 
ample  notice  given  of  the  investigation, 
and  plenty  of  opportunity  afforded  to  the 
people  to  produce  their  evidence  in  sup- 
port of  the  innocence  of  the  prisoner. 
The  Commissioner  reported  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  that  Brian  Kilmartin  ought 
to  be  released.  Why  was  not  the  same 
course  pursued  in  the  case  of  the  Barba- 
viUa  prisoners  and  the  Maamtrasna 
prisoners,  and  the  other  cases  of  which 
we  complain  ?  Until  some  such  investi- 
gation is  made^an  investigation  which 
will  convince  the  people  that  you  have 
given  a  fair  opportunity  to  an  honest 
review  of  the  trials  of  theee  cases— it  is 
idle  to  expect  that  this  question  will  not 
be  a  thorn  in  the  side  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  I  have  pointed  out  to  the 
Committee  that  this  investigation  was 
conducted  with  closed  doors ;  not  only 
BO,  but  apparently  precaution  was  taken, 
though  I  ao  not  aoouse  the  Earl  of  Car- 
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narvon  of  doing  it  deliberately,  that  the 
men  interested  in  the  fate  of  the  pri- 
soners should  not  lay  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Investigation  the  evidence  they 
bad  to  justify  their  position  in  the  case. 
That  is  not  all.  There  is  a  belief  in 
Ireland  that  this  investigation  was  con- 
ducted largely  through  the  men  whose 
conduct  was  impugned,  and  who  were 
the  men  responsible  for  the  trial.  I 
hope  I  shall  not  transgress  the  limits  of 
Order  in  this  Committee  when  I  speak 
of  the  gang  who  organized  the  trials  in 
Ireland  under  the  Crimes  Act.  Bolton, 
French,  and  Peter  O'Brien  conspired  to- 
gether and  were  largely  instrumental  in 
punishing  hundreds  of  innocent  men.  I 
am  sure  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  recall 
to  the  notice  of  hon.  Gentlemen  the  fact 
that  one  of  these  men  has  been  since  sen- 
tenced for  a  most  abominable  crime,  and 
that  another  of  the  gang  of  three  has  been 
denounced  by  a  Judge  in  England  as  a 
disgraceful  criminal,  although  he  has 
not  been  caught  by  the  law — he  escaped 
simply  because  he  was  clever;  but  his 
conduct  was  so  disgraceful  that  many  a 
man  is  serving  20  years  for  a  less  offence. 
The  third  man  has  not  been  convicted  of 
any  crime,  but  these  three  men  worked 
together ;  and  I  say  if  these  are  undeni- 
able facts — and  I  defy  anyone  to  deny  a 
single  one  of  them— if  it  is  an  undeniable 
fact  that  the  head  of  the  Criminal  In- 
vestigation Department  in  Ireland  was 
proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  infamous 
criminals  we  have  had  in  Ireland  for 
years,  if  Bolton  was  a  man  who  would 
stop  at  no  crime,  and  was  utterly  un- 
scrupulous, and  if  Peter  O'Brien  has 
proved  to  be  a  man  devoid  of  all  human 
feeling,  is  it  not  reasonable,  when  men 
have  been  convicted  of  charges  trumped 
up  by  a  trio  such  as  the  one  I  have  de- 
scribed, that  the  public  of  Ireland  should 
demand  an  investigation  into  the  trials 
before  they  can  be  satisfied  that  the  men 
who  were  convicted  are  being  justly 
punished.  There  is  another  stronsr 
argument  why  an  investigation  shoula 
be  ^ranted.  These  trials  were  conducted 
under  a  system  which  we  persistently 
protested  against.  We  warned  tbe  House 
of  Commons,  when  it  was  engaged,  three 
or  four  years  ago,  in  passing  the  Crimes 
Act,  that  the  resiilt  of  that  Act  would  be 
to  send  to  penal  servitude  numbers  of 
innocent  men  in  Ireland.  It  was  an  Aot| 
one  chief  provision  of  which  was  to  enable 
unsonipuloos  officials  in  Ireland  to  paek 
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juries  in  the  most  monstrous  way ;  and 
the  power  of  packing  juries  was  used  to 
its  utmost  limits.  I  maintain  that  since 
the  very  officials  who  were  responsible 
for  the  administration  of  the  Act  have 
confessed  that  it  has  broken  down  and 
utterly  failed  to  achieve  the  objects 
which  were  in  view  by  its  framers — since 
Earl  Spencer  himself  has  confessed  that 
it  proved  a  failure  in  his  hands,  we  are 
entitled  to  demand  that  the  cases  where 
men's  liberties  were  taken  away  under 
this  system  of  unscrupulous  jury-pack- 
ing, and  in  time  of  public  fury  and  public 
panic,  shall  be  inquired  into ;  at  all  events 
that  those  cases  shall  be  inquired  into  in 
which  we  are  prepared  to  lay  before  the 
Committee  of  Investigation  strong  evi- 
dence to  show  that  justice  and  fair  play 
have  not  been  meted  out  to  the  pri- 
soners. Now,  you  have  heard  the  case 
of  the  Mayo  prisoners  very  fully  stated, 
and  I  do  not  propose  to  go  over  the  de- 
tails again.  All  I  will  say  is  that  I  was 
personally  acquainted  with  one  of  the 
prisoners — Patrick  Nally.  I  cannot  say 
of  my  own  knowledge  he  was  not 
guilty  of  the  crime  imputed  to  him ;  but 
my  interest  in  the  case  is  largely  stimu- 
lated by  the  fact  that  I  knew  Patrick 
Nally,  and  that  I  cannot  conceive 
him  to  be  guilty  of  the  offence  with 
which  he  was  charged.  I  knew  he  was 
a  strong  Nationalist.  I  knew  that  at 
one  time  he  was  a  Fenian,  and  prepared 
to  resist  the  British  Government  with 
arms  if  possible ;  but  I  could  not  ima- 
gine him  engaged  in  a  conspiracy  to 
murder  anyone ;  it  is  utterly  opposed  to 
anything  I  have  ever  heard  him  express 
in  conversation.  These  prisoners  were 
mostly  poor  men  —  Patrick  Nally  was 
a  man  of  some  means ;  but  most  of  the 
prisoners  were  poor  men — and  I  do  say 
that  greater  cruelty  and  injustice  was 
not  committed  than  was  involved  in  the 
way  these  men  were  tried.  They  were 
not  taken  to  Dublin,  where  they  might 
have  had  some  friends,  but  they  were 
taken  to  the  City  of  Cork,  which 
isy  I  may  say,  the  ultimate  extre- 
mity of  Ireland  from  Mayo — there  is 
only  one  other  place  like  it,  and  that 
is  Belfast.  They  were  tried  twice  be- 
before  juries  carefully  packed,  and  as 
yoa  have  already  heard  during  the 
first  trial  the  Crown  Prosecutor,  Mr. 
Peter  O'Brien,  did  not  hesitate  to  insult 
Judge  Johnson  on  the  Bench.  Why  ? 
Because  Judge  Johnson,  who  was  never 


a  g^eat  friend  of  ours — we  often  ex- 
changed hot  words  across  the  floor  of 
this  House — acted  the  part  of  an  honest 
man  on  that  occasion,  and  tried  to  hold 
the  scales  of  justice  evenly.  Although 
the  jury  was  deliberately  packed  by  Mr. 
Peter  O'Brien,  under  a  section  of  the 
Crimes  Act,  it  could  not  agree  to  con- 
vict the  prisoners  ;  and  when  Judge 
Johnson  refused  to  carry  out  in  his 
Charges  the  instructions  of  the  Crown 
Prosecutor  he  was  insulted  by  Mr. 
Peter  O'Brien,  and  was  obliged  to  use 
pretty  strong  language  in  order  to  put 
down  that  official.  I  think  that,  if  the 
Government  had  wished  to  behave  de- 
cently, they  would^  after  the  first  trial, 
have  let  the  men  go.  They  certainly 
took  the  men  at  the  very  utmost  disad- 
vantage. They  took  them  away  from 
their  own  county  town  to  the  City  of 
Cork,  which  has  an  evil  reputation  for 
convicting  persons  on  insufficient  evi- 
dence ;  and  they  packed  the  jury  which 
was  to  try  them.  There  was  a  failure 
to  convict  the  men ;  but  they  were 
brought  up  to  be  tried  by  a  second 
packed  jury.  On  the  occasion  of  the 
second  trial  there  was  a  Judge  on  the 
Bench  whose  conduct  you,  Mr.  Court- 
ney, have  ruled  it  out  of  Order  to  cha- 
racterize. All  I  can  say  is,  that  this 
Judge  found  himself  more  in  sympathy 
with  Mr.  Peter  O'Brien  than  Mr.  Judge 
Johnson  did,  and  the  consequence  was 
that  these  men  were  convicted  on  what 
we  consider  totally  insufficient  evidence. 
Any  impartial  Englishman  who  will 
read  the  story  told  by  the  informer  will 
come  to  the  conclusion  it  was  not  suffi- 
cent  to  hang  a  dog  on.  These  men  got 
heavy  sentences  on  this  evidence  ;  and 
all  we  ask  island  I  do  not  think  it 
is  an  unreasonable  request — that  you 
should  send  over  a  man  who  is  above 
suspicion — we  shall  be  perfectly  content 
if  you  send  over  one  of  the  English 
Law  Officers — to  investigate  the  various 
cases,  after  giving  us  due  notice  in 
order  that  we  may  bring  together  the 
whole  of  our  evidence.  If  you  do  this 
we  will  abide  by  the  decision.  But  we 
never  will  allow  this  matter  to  rest  as 
long  as  these  men  are  kept  in  prison, 
and  as  long  as  you  meet  our  demand  by 
investigations  held  by  we  do  not  know 
who,  held  in  the  Castle  at  Dublin,  of 
which  we  have  received  no  notice,  and 
before  which  we  have  had  no  opportu- 
nity of  patting  forward  the  case  of  the 
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prisoners.  I  have  said  that  the  juries 
were  packed.  Hon.  Members  who  were 
in  the  House  at  the  time  will  remember 
that  when  the  jury-packing  clauses  of 
the  Grimes  Act  were  brought  before  the 
House,  Member  after  Member  of  the 
Irish  Nationalist  Party  stood  up  and 
said  they  infinitely  preferred  to  leave 
prisoners  in  the  hands  of  three  Judges, 
a  plan  which  was  originally  proposed ; 
we  thought  that  a  prisoner  would  have 
a  far  better  chance.  I  pointed  out  that 
it  was  almost  impossible  for  a  prisoner 
to  escape,  no  matter  how  innocent  he 
might  be  ;  because,  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Crimes  Act,  the  evil  system 
which  has  prevailed  so  long  in  Ireland 
of  offering  large  rewards  for  evidence 
against  all  kinds  of  political  offenders 
would  be  pushed  to  a  greater  extreme 
than  before.  Why,  Sir,  if  you  go  down 
to  a  country  where  the  people  are  very 
poor,  and  if  you  are  not  particular  about 
the  character  of  the  men  whose  evidence 
you  accept ;  if  you  go  down  to  the  West 
of  Ireland  and  dangle  before  the  popu- 
lation a  £500  reward,  you  know  you 
can  get  whatever  you  want.  Where 
is  there  in  the  world  a  community  of 
men  from  which  you  will  not  get  a 
man  to  do  anything  for  £500  ?  If  you 
do  not  require  any  character,  if  you  are 
prepared  to  take  the  first  blackguard 
who  presents  himself,  you  can  in  any 
country  get  a  man  to  swear  anything 
you  wish  for  £500.  You  have  gone  to 
the  poorest  parts  of  Ireland ;  you  have 
taken  the  lowest  dregs  of  the  popula- 
tion, and  given  them  what  to  them  is 
boundless  wealth.  That  is  what  we 
charge  you  with  doing.  These  things, 
small  as  they  may  appear  to  some 
people,  are  reaJly  of  the  very  utmost  im- 
portance. There  are  between  30  and  40 
men  at  present  lying  in  penal  servitude 
— they  are  known  as  the  Mayo,  the 
Barbavilla,  the  Crossmaglen,  and  the 
Maamtrasna  prisoners — and  we  are  con- 
vinced that  many  of  these  men  are 
innocent.  We  do  not  say  they  are  all 
innocent ;  we  never  did ;  but  we  say  a 
great  proportion  are  innocent,  and  we 
think  it  would  be  scandalous  on  our 

Sart  if  we  let  this  question  rest,  if  we 
id  not  avail  ourselves  of  every  oppor- 
tunity that  offers  to  place  the  case  of 
these  men  before  the  country.  The  Go- 
vernment say  they  will  not  give  us  an 
investigation— that  is,  an  investigation 
wbioh  will  satisfy  us.    I  venture  to  say 
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they  cannot  maintain  that  position  for 
a  long  time.  This  kind  of  thing  has 
been  very  often  tried  before,  and  in  the 
result  has  led  to  great  dissatisfaction, 
g^eat  waste  of  time  in  this  House,  and 
to  unfortunate  men  suffering  for  erimes 
which  they  have  never  committed.  Of 
one  thing  the  Committee  may  rest  per- 
fectly assured.  If  the  Gbyemment  re- 
fuse what  we  consider  our  reasonable 
request,  they  will  hear  of  this  matter 
over  and  over  again.  Over  and  over 
again  this  Committee  and  the  House 
will  be  tormented  by  long-winded  dis- 
cussions upon  this  subject.  It  is  only 
reasonable  that  it  should  be  so.  If  any 
Englishman  believed,  as  we  are  abso- 
lutely convinced,  that  constituents  of  his 
own  were  suffering  the  horrors  of  penal 
servitude  for  crimes  of  which  they  were 
absolutely  ignorant,  he  would  be  re- 
creant to  his  duty  if  he  did  not  rise  in 
his  place  time  after  time  to  torment,  if 
necessary,  the  Committee  into  a  con- 
sideration of  their  claims.  I  really  do 
not  see  what  ground  the  Oovemment 
can  have  for  refusing  us  this  demand. 
They  cannot  say  that  it  is  because  tliey 
do  not  choose  to  throw  discredit  on  the 
administration  of  Earl  Spencer,  beoause 
it  was  only  last  year  that  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  Bandolph  ChurchiU),  then 
Secretary  of  State  for  India,  and  now  the 
Leader  of  the  House,  declared,  in  reply 
to  a  speech  of  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Member  for  Eossendale  (the  Marquees 
of  Hartington),  that  the  Government  did 
not  consider  they  had  a  shred  of  respon- 
sibility for  the  action  of  Earl  Spenoer, 
or  the  administration  of  Ireland  under 
the  Crimes  Act.  Over  and  over  again 
the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
has  declared  that  he  considered  the  Crimea 
Act  a  measure  thoroughly  unsuited  to 
deal  with  the  diffictdties  of  Ireland; 
and  I  recollect  a  very  recent  occasion 
when  he  said  that  so  unsuited  had  it 
turned  out,  that  he  would  as  soon  think 
of  flying  as  of  re-enacting  it.  The  far 
wiser  policy  of  the  Gt>vernment  would 
be  to  meet  our  demand  in  a  reasonable 
spirit.  We  do  not  want  a  partisan  in- 
quiry ;  we  want  an  inquiry  by  a  man  in 
whom  we  have  the  most  perfect  oonfi- 
dence,  a  man  who  will  g^ve  us  an  oppor- 
tunity of  stating  our  case  before  mm ; 
and  I  will  give  the  pledge  to  the  Gk>- 
▼ernment  that  if  a  fair  inquiry  is  held 
we  will  abide  by  the  decision,  even  if  it 
goes   against  our  dientSi   and   never 
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nd  lie  HDUUbHd  i^  issnuxsami  ss 
;  pntanhnrnr.    Well.  SEr.  one  of  ilie  jnron 


of  thftt  ■fatrmegt  beBii|r  made  in  1^ 

Souse  of  CoDlXDCmS.   I^ie    a^TTimUiUMliii 

of  ColKiigtowa.  tiie  Eer.  John  Cmrr, 
Bent  a  Meoioiial  to  i^  Liord  lies- 
tenmnt.  Xbe  rer.  gnnflwnMi  Ibimded 
the  Memotial  upon  liie  l^irBe  gnnmds 
which  hare  beeai  mHoded  to  hj  'die  hoiL 
Gentlemm  the  Member  for  East  Mbjx> 
(Mr.  Dilion;^— fiisdr,  thait  liie  erida&oe 
agminst  the  pziBoners  is  a  idbbb  of  per- 
jmyoa  the  part  of  all  the  fritDeaaee  who 
swore  direethr  against  them ;  secxmdlj. 
tiiat  the  efidenoe  of  some  of  the  poEoa, 
whidi  was  beliered  bj  the  jmiea,  and 
was,  in  fact,  the  eans?  of  the  Terdiet,  is 
also  peijniy ;  and.  thirdly,  that  between 
aU  the  pefjarers  i^bs  entire  charge  was 
eonoocted.  Now,  notwithstanding  the 
strong  statements  which  t^e  rer.  gen-' 
tleman  is  prepared  to  snbstantiate,  not- 
withstanding all  the  iactm  before  ih^e 
Lord  lieutenant,  the  Memorial  had  no 
effect  in  restoring  the  prisoners  to  that 
libertj  which  thej  ong^t  to  hare  if  jus- 
tice were  done  them.  I  mamtam  that 
at  the  trial  sufficient  eridenoe  was 
brought  forward  to  prore  the  innocence 
of  these  men.  One  portion  of  that  eri- 
dence  was  incontrovertible— that  ib  the 
account  book  which  has  been  alreadj 
allnded  to.  The  chief  informer,  or  prin- 
cipal witness,  had  sworn  that  he  was 
working  in  Ihe  immediate  neighbour- 
hood, and  that  he  was  present  at  a 
meeting  where  the  so-called  conspiracy 
was  concocted.  Well,  Sir,  the  account 
book  whidi  was  produced  at  the  trial, 
and  which  was  not  accorded  the  weight 
it  deeerred,  showed  that  this  informer 
M^eon  was  working,  not  in  the  im- 
mediate neighbourhood  on  the  day  in 
question,  but  five  miles  away — ^namely, 
in  Gasdepollard.  The  prisoner's  coun- 
sel urged  Tory  strongly  that  a  conspiracy 
had  been  entered  into  by  the  two 
M'Kaona,  father  and  son,  and  that  the 
reanlt  of  that  conspiracy  was  that  the 


1K>    ihe 
foUoii^: — 


Ser.    John    Oaxrr    as 


**  J  bsvv  ju>  ^ffin  Hum  tl.  fmniTig  ibux  1  ^pnsHd 
hKv?  aeqniaBd  &p  prmmmm  if  it  bsd  liNm 
jMuvgd  an  "SbsoT  babnH  das  fikr  M^Kbdbs  hsd 
an  appartxaa^  of  oanxmimiaciiic:  ^lidi  one  an- 
oSiflr  wirOet  in  Sue  Ijands  of  'dtie  joilioe.'*' 

The  polioe  swore  that  the  M^Keons 
had  no  oppununiiT  whefeerer  of  oom- 
munioating  osie  with  the  other,  and  I 
belHere  there  was  other  eridenoe  giren  to 
a  like  e&ct.  But  what  was  ti»  fact  ? 
Thej  did  oommunieate,  and  oommuni- 
cated  in  such  a  way  as  resobed  in  a 
Terdiot  of  guilty  being  brought  about. 
One  of  the  polioe,  Sergeant  Fitzgerald, 
who  worked  up  the  case,  becoming,  I 
suppose,  penitent  for  his  complicity  in 
the  ndsoaixiage  of  justaoe,  has  sinoe  the 
made  this  statement-— 


On  a  imKiiiag  immedxKtBiT  after  young 
was  brcmg^it  from  GLomnel  to  int- 
noBi*!  dupdt,  VnnneM  hroiu^  me  at  an  saxfy 
honr  from  amrfhsr  pazt  of  ths  city  towardB  Ittub 
depdt.  I  came  vp  to  old  M'Keon  and  H.  G. 
Jjynidti,  wbo  were  ■**^^^c  about  10  or  15  razda 
from  the  depdt.  We  tpiike  to  each  ofiher,  and 
the  oonvecsation  tnmsd  on  the  SazhaTiUa 
Lrnch  odd.  Fat  (meaning  ICKeon  then 
sent)  was  trying  to  hal|>  hmi  with  it.  He 
said  he  bad  M'Si^eon's  son  tiiere,  but  oonld  ^ 
notibtng  oat  of  Idm.  Old  M'Keon  Ihen  said, 
<  When  I  ha^a  a  talk  with  hhn  it  will  be  all 
xig;ht,*  or  *  Let  m»  hare  a  talk  with  him  and  ifc 
will  be  all  light.'  I  asked  Ljnch  if  he  meant 
to  do  BO,  when  he  dearlj  gare  me  to  nnderstand 
that  he  did.  In  fact,  old  M'Keon,  said  be, 
had  oome  from  OastlepoUard  entreaalj  for  Ihe 
purpose  witii  him  (Lynch),  tn  a  rery  lew 
ndnntes  after  this  I  '  saw  both  father  and  son 
together  in  a  room  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
building.' " 

Well,  Sir,  in  the  face  of  such  a  declaration, 
made,  I  beUere,  in  the  form  of  an  affi- 
davit, I  can  hardly  imagine  that  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  will  refuse  our  request  But 
after  the  oonriction  had  been  obtained, 
and  the  prisoners  had  for  some  time 
been  sumring  the  penalty  of  a  crime 
which  they  did  not  commit,  the  wife  of 
one  of  the  infonMBSy  who  waa  brought 
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to  penance  on  tlie  orcaeion  of  some  re- 
ligious ceremony,  and  in  the  fulGlment 
of  her  religious  duties,  oarae  to  the  Ad- 
ministrator, the  Bev.  John  Curry,  and 
made  a  statement  wbich  be  took  down 
in  writing.     The    statement   wae    as 

follows:  — 

"  I,  Jane  Cola,  wifs  of  Patriok  Cole,  of  Kil- 
patrick,  Co.  WeetineBth,  leeltinif  peacfl  o(  con- 
science and  purdon  from  Almighty  God,  of  my 
own  free  irill,  make  the  following  statement  in 
tho  presence  of  the  Rer.  Hugh  Behan.  F.F., 
T.F.,  and  th«  Bav.  John  Curry,  Adminiatrstor, 
vho,  at  my  requeit,  hare  consented  to  receire 

"I  acknowledge  that  I  encouraged  my  hus- 
band to  oQer  evidence  in  the  recent  Barbavilla 
trlalB,  and  I  did  so  knowing  that  the  evidence 
ho  vaB  to  give,  and  did  give,  was  concocted  by 
him  to  aatiefy  tho  Crown  and  lo  save  himself. 
I  know  that  ha  knew  the  evidence  he  was 
giving  in  corroboration  of  lI'Keon'i  evidence 
was  untrue,  and  I  know  that  he  believed  thero 
was  no  meeting  at  the  Widow  Fagan's  such  aa 
M'Keon  deposed  to,  and  in  which  my  hus- 
band corroborated  him." 
Now,  that  was  a  statement  made  on  a 
solemn  occasion,  and  was  the  statement 
of  Sergeant  Fitzgerald.  It  may  be 
asked — "Is  this  not  the  statement  of  a 
wife  who  was  anxious  to  cover  the  trans- 
gressions of  her  husband  and  to  shield 
him  from  the  public  obloquy  ?  "  That 
may  be  so;  but  tbe  husband  followed 
the  example  of  the  wife,  for  he  came  for- 
ward, and,  perhaps  in  a  still  more  solemn 
manner,  madea  declaration  which  proves 
the  iniquity  of  the  proceedings  in  these 
so-called  criminal  trials  in  Ireland. 
This  man's  statement  is  a  long  one; 
but  I  have  no  doubt  the  Committee  will 
grant  me  their  indulgence  while  I  read 
It.     Itia— 

"  I,  Patrick  Cole,  of  Kilpatriok,  Westmeath, 
seeking  peace  of  conscience  and  pardon  from 
Almiijhty  God,  do  make,  of  my  own  free  will, 
tba  following  statement,  in  presence  of  the 
Very  Rev.  Hugh  Bahan,  P.P.,  V.F.,  Enfield ; 
the  Very  Rav.  Joseph  Higgina,  D.D.,  P.P., 
Delvin;  and  tbe  Rev.  John  Cnrry,  Adin., 
CoUinstown,  who,  at  my  request,  have  con- 
sented to  receive  it.  I  permit  these  clergymen 
to  make  what  usa  they  think  prudent  of  this 
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flnalTy  flicd  for  the  June  Commission,  I8B4. 
gave  information  on  the  4th  of  June,  ISSv  l 
was  induced  to  do  so  by  tho  belief  that  I  would 
certainly  be  convicted,  having  known  how  the 
prisoners  previously  tried  on  ths  same  charge 
tad  farL'd,  and  also  through  consideration  fur 
my  family.  Sly  firat  statement  was  rpjeclcd, 
inasmDch  aa  it  contained  no  infonnalion  ro- 
KBiding  the  alleged  meeting  at  the  Widow 
Fagan's.  I  was  further  told  by  Head  Cooctabla 
Mr.  F.  MeDonaid 


Lynch  that, '  nnleia  I  made  a  claan  I>reut  of  it,* 

and  told  all  about  that  meeting,  my  evidenea 
would  not  be  taken.  I  subsequently  mads  ths 
statement  which  I  afterwards  swore  to  on  two 
trials.  I  now  declare  that  that  evidence  was 
untrue,  except  as  regards  my  connection  with 
Fenianism  many  years  ago.  I  swore  to  what 
waa  false  when  I  said  that  I  attended  a  meet- 
ing at  the  Widow  Fagan's.  I  never  knsv  of 
Boch  a  meeting.  I  don't  believe  such  meeting 
was  held.  I  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  any 
meeting  in  or  about  Byrne's  pablichoiu^ 
thoQgh  I  swore  I  attended  one  there.  I  may 
have  said  what  Mra.  O'Dwyer  swore  about  me, 
though  I  poaitively  contradicted  her  evidenos. 
I  solemnly  declare  I  had  no  connection  with 
tha  alleged  conspiracy,  I  know  not  why  my 
□ama  should  have  been  aaaociated  with  it,  unleM 
it  be  that  M^Keon,  who  gave  information  ia 
the  case,  bad  an  old  spleen  against  me.  I  un 
the  father  of  seven  children,  all  young,  who 
would  become  ntterly  destitute  in  Uie  event  ot 
my  conviction.  It  was  principally  in  con- 
Eideration  for  them  that,  in  a  moment  of  weak- 
ness, I  took  the  steps  of  which  I  now  heartily 
repent.  I  make  this  declaration  to  repair,  aa 
far  as  X  can,  the  injury  I  inflicted  on  others." 

Well,  I  think  tbe  Committee  must  admit 
that  these  declarations,  solemnly  made 
aa  they  have  been,  prove  oosdasivdy 
tbe  innocence  of  tbe  prisoners.  I  am 
thorougbly  convinced  of  their  innocence ; 
were  I  not  so  convinced  I  woald  not 
stand  up  in  this  House  and  make  ma 
appeal  lo  the  GoTemment  in  tbttr 
favour,  to  supplement  the  eloquent  words 
my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Eaat 
Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon)  used  in  the  appeal  to 
the  Qovernment  to  re-open  the  investtn- 
tion  by  sending  down  some  impartial 
lawyers  ;  and  I  would  ask  that  no  more 
impartial  lawyers  than  the  hon.  and 
learned  0-entIemen  who  are  at  present 
the  Legal  Advisers  of  the  Qovemmeut 
in  this  House  should  be  sent  to  conduat 
the  inquiry.  I  believe  that  in  theiz 
banda  justice  would  be  done.  Z  regret 
lo  say  that  in  the  past  justice  has  not 
been  done.  By  means  of  the  machinerj 
which  the  Government  have  used  on  the 
occasion  in  question,  and  on  many  other 
occasions,  wrong,  and  grievous  wrong, 
has  been  done,  and  tbe  machinery  whiui 
is  most  ready  to  hand  is,  as  we  all  know, 
that  of  so-called  jury  packing.  It  may, 
perhaps,  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention 
that  on  one  occasion,  when  I  was  acting 
as  a  special  juryman  at  one  of  the 
Commissions  in  Dublin,  I  happened  to 
be  in  the  bos  immediately  over  the 
head  of  official  whose  duty  it  was  to 
draw  out  tbe  cards  on  wiiich  wera 
written  the  names  nf  the  jurymen.  In- 
stead of  the  cards  being  mixed  Up,  as  I 
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knew  the  law  required  they  should  be, 
they  were  arranged  in  oblong  groups 
within  the  box,  and  the  official — ^I  will 
not  give  his  name,  as  he  does  not  now 
happen  to  be  in  the  land  of  the  living — 
took  up  the  cards  one  by  one,  and  if  he 
fonnd  the  name  suited  him  he  read  it 
out ;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  name  on 
the  card  did  not  suit  him,  he  dropped 
the  card  and  took  up  another.  This 
went  on  until  he  had  got  a  jury  after 
his  own  taste.  Now,  that  is  a  miscar- 
riage of  justice,  such  as  no  law  should 
permit.  But  after  all,  Mr.  Courtney,  it 
18  not  the  law  we  complain  of  so  much — 
it  is  the  administration  of  the  law.  The 
law  we  sometimes  have  reason  to  com- 
plain of;  but  we  have  ten  times  as  often 
to  complain  of  its  administration.  Be 
the  law  ever  so  good,  if  it  be  placed  in 
the  hands  of  men  who  will  maladminis- 
ter  it,  unquestionably  justice  will  not 
be  done.  It  was  my  duty  to  be  present 
at  the  last  Commission  in  Dublin,  when 
the  names  of  the  jurors  were  called 
out  on  the  occasion  of  the  trial  of 
Cruikshank  for  participation  in  the 
riot  at  Dublin.  To  my  astonishment,  I 
noticed  objection  taken  to  every  name 
on  the  panel  that  did  not  suit  the  pur- 
pose of  the  legal  advisers  of  Cruik- 
shank, and  no  objection  was  made  on 
behalf  of  the  Crown  to  any  name  on 
the  panel.  The  representatives  of  the 
Crown  remained  perfectly  silent,  and 
the  counsel  for  the  defendant  had  full 
liberty  to  object  to  whomsoever  he  chose. 
Why  it  is  the  Crown  so  acted  in  this 
case,  or  why  they  have  acted  differently 
in  others,  I  do  not  know.  It  was  my 
duty  to  make  out  the  panel,  and  I  made 
it  out  as  fairly  as  I  possibly  could.  To 
my  horror  I  found  that,  fairly  as  it  was 
made  out,  it  was  within  the  power  of 
the  Crown,  by  their  silence  and  inaction, 
to  allow  it  to  be  so  manipulated  ae  to 
lead  to  what  I  very  much  fear  has  been 
a  miscarriage  of  justice.  These  are  the 
things  we  complain  of.  I  hope  that  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentlemen 
the  Irish  Law  Officers,  who  I  think 
are  desirous  of  acting  fairly  and  equi- 
tably between  all  parties,  will  take 
what  has  been  said  into  considera- 
tion, and  by  all  means  advise  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  re-open 
the  inquiry  into  the  Barbavilla  case,  so 
that  the  poor  men,  who  I  believe  are 
unjustly  suffering  imprisonment,  may 
be  released. 


Me.  cox  (Clare,  E.) :  All  the  de- 
fence the  Government  have  made  up  to 
the  present  to  the  arguments  of  hon. 
Members  on  these  Benches  was  con- 
tained in  the  promise  that  if  Memorials 
were  submitted  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
they  would  receive  careful  considera- 
tion. Such  a  promise  was  made  last 
year  by  the  present  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  who«was  then  the 
Leader  of  the  House ;  and  acting  on  that 
suggestion  an  hon.  Friend  of  mind  for- 
warded a  Memorial  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant setting  forth  the  case  of  the 
Delahuntys.  In  reply,  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman received  a  letter  from  Sir  W.  S. 
B.  Kaye,  in  which  that  gentleman  said 
His  Excellency  had  fully  considered  the 
case  of  the  Delahuntys,  and  had  been 
unable  to  satisfy  himself  that  there  had 
been  a  miscarriage  of  justice ;  and  it 
was  added — 

'^  The  trial  was  fairly  conducted  beforean  able 
and  experienced  Judge,  and  there  is  no  reason 
to  think  that  the  jury  did  not  understand  the 
evidence  and  facts  submitted  to  them." 

What  I  submit  to  this  Committee  is 
that  that  statement  was  not  altogether 
accurate.  The  jurors  were  not  in  a 
position,  as  stated  in  the  letter  of  Sir 
W.  S.  B.  Kaye,  replying  for  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  to  judge  or  to  understand 
the  facts  of  the  case.  Of  course,  they 
could  thoroughly  understand  all  the 
evidence ;  but  of  one  thing  they  were 
not  in  a  position  to  judge.  The  prin- 
cipal witness  made  a  deposition  on  his 
death  bed.  There  was  no  particular 
reason  why  a  man,  knowing  that  it  was 
his  last  deposition,  should  perjure  him- 
self. He  swore  that  everything  he  had 
said  against  the  Delahuntys  in  Court 
was  f^se.  The  jury  could  not  know 
that,  because  the  deposition  was  made 
long  after  the  trial.  Another  thing  the 
jury  did  not  know,  because  it  only  came 
to  light  afterwards,  and  that  was,  that 
there  was  deadly  hatred  and  malice 
existing  between  all  the  witnesses  for 
the  Crown  and  the  Delahuntys.  Now, 
we  cannot  be  satisfied  with  the  some- 
what stereotyped  reply  we  have  had 
from  the  Government  in  respect  to  the  case 
of  the  Delahuntys  and  other  prisoners. 
We  insist  on  a  full  inquiry.  I,  as  the 
Kepresentative  of  a  constituency  in 
which  most  men — the  clergyman,  all  the 
respectable  people,  even  the  magistrates 
— feel  very  strongly  that  the  Delahuntys 
are  innocent  of  the  charge  laid  at  their 
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door,  would  not  be  doing  my  duty  if  I 
did  not  raise  my  voice  on  behalf  of 
these  men.  We  will  not  be  satisfied 
with  any  hole-and-corner  inquiry  in 
Dublin  Oastle.  We  have  got  these 
promises  too  often  before ;  we  know  that 
they  are  worth  nothing  at  all.  If  the 
Government  will  consent  to  a  full  and 
open  inquiry  in  the  broad  daylight  be- 
fore any  English  Gentleman,  any  honest 
and  impartial  Gentleman  opposite,  we 
will  be  perfectly  content  to  rest  satisfied, 
whatever  the  result  may  be.  But  until 
fair  and  impartial  inquiry  is  held  we 
shall  not  fail  to  bring  the  matter  be- 
fore the  House  on  every  occasion  that 
oners 

Mr.  HAYDEN  (Leitrim,  8.):  The 
right  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attor- 
ney General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes), 
in  reply  to  the  questions  put  this  even- 
ing by  the  hon.  Member  for  Westmeath 
(Mr.  Tuite)  and  other  hon.  Members, 
condemned  the  practice  of  bringing  such 
cases  before  the  House.  He  may  not 
be  aware  that  the  present  Leader 
of  the  House  (Lord  Bandolph  Churchill), 
as  late  as  last  year,  advised  that  this 
case  should  be  brought  forward.  In 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  a  letter 
the  Secretary  of  the  present  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  said  his  Lordship 
regretted  that  he  had  not  time  to 
go  into  the  case  of  the  Barbavilla 
prisoners ;  but  he  would  communicate 
with  some  Members  who  were  more 
closely  connected  with  Ireland.  The 
noble  Lord  was  clearly  of  opinion  that 
the  House  of  Commons  was  a  proper 
place  in  which  to  ventilate  the  matter. 
It  was  in  this  belief  that  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers have  repeatedly  brought  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House  ;  and  I  assure  the 
Committee  we  shall  consider  it  our  duty 
to  bring  these  cases  under  the  notice  of 
the  House  and  the  country  until  the  men 
suffering  penal  servitude,  as  we  believe 
unjustly,  have  been  released.     One  im- 

Eortant  point  in  the  Barbavilla  business 
as  escaped  attention.  Young  M'Keon, 
one  of  the  witnesses  who  was  principally 
relied  upon  by  the  Crown,  deposed,  on 
the  1 7th  of  July,  that  he  was  at  a  meet- 
ing at  Widow  Fagan's  at  which  this 
murder  was  concocted  ;  but  two  months 
before,  on  the  17th  of  Mav,  he  made  a 
d reposition  in  which  he  said  nothing  of 
the  meeting  at  Widow  Fagan's.  In  the 
course  of  examination  by  Dr.  Boyd  this 
ocourred — 

Mr,  P,  McDonald 


«  Do  yoa  recollect  behi^  examined  before  Mr. 
Woodlock  before  you  joined  the  Army  f— No 
answer. 

''The Lord  Chief  Justice:  Do  yon  reoolleot 
that  ? — I  do  not  know  Mr.  Woodlock. 

**  Dr.  Boyd ;  The  police  magistrate  in  Dub- 
lin ?— Yes. 

"  You  were  P — Yes. 

*^  Were  you  asked  there  were  you  married  f  <-> 
Yes. 

"  Did  you  say  you  were  not  P — Yes. 

**  Was  that  true  P—No ;  it  was  not  true. 

"  Were  you  asked  whether  you  had  ever  been 
apprenticed  P — Yes. 

"  Did  you  say  you  had  not  P— Yes. 

**  Was  that  true  ?— It  was  not ;  but  then  I 
did  not  kiss  the  Book  at  that  time. 

"...  Dr.  Boyd,  Q.O. :  You  may  tell  aa 
many  lies  as  you  like  when  you  don't  kiss  the 
Book P— Yes;  I  tell  no  lies." 


This  man's  impression  was  that  as  long 
as  he  could  escape  the  penalty  of  per- 
jury he  was  not  obliged  to  tell  the  truth ; 
but  we  can  easily  understand  that  he 
would  not  stop  when  it  was  a  mere 
question  of  taking  an  oath.  It  was  on 
evidence  such  as  this  man  gave  that  men 
are  now  suffering  the  horrors  of  penal 
servitude.  The  chief  actors  in  what  has 
been  very  properly  called  the  conspiracy 
against  tne  Irish  people  has  been  aOaded 
to  to-night ;  men  like  Mr.  French,  Mr. 
Bolton,  and  Mr.  Serjeant  O'Brien.  Bat 
one  certainly  not  less  conspicuous  has 
escaped  attention — ^Mr.  Jacques.  This 
man  was  one  of  those  who  took  a  very 

Erominent  part  in  working  up  the  Bar- 
aviUa  conspiracy  case ;  and  I  reoolleot 
that  within  a  very  few  weeks  of  the 
Barbavilla  case  coming  on  for  trial  he 
was  engaged  in  worKing  up  a  case 
against  an  hon.  Member  of  this  House. 
He  deliberately  denied  that  he  hidd  a 
conversation  with  reference  to  the  case 
with  the  Besident  Magistrate  a  few 
hours  before  the  case  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber came  on  for  trial.  I  was  present 
when  he  held  the  conversation,  and  it 
was  only  when  he  was  confronted  by  me 
that  he  admitted  the  fact.  The  oonver- 
sation  took  place  at  9  o'clock  in  the 
morning ;  at  12  o'clock  he  denied  it ;  bnt 
admitted  it  before  he  left  the  witness 
box.  It  is  through  such  instruments  as 
this  that  men  are  now  suffering  penal 
servitude  in  Ireland.  Such  men  as  these 
were  consulted  by  the  Government  when 
the  so-called  inquiry  took  place — it  was 
upon  the  advice  of  such  men  that  the 
release  of  the  prisoners  was  refused.  I 
ask  English  and  Scotch  Members  is  it 
fair  that  Irishmen  are  to  be  imprisoned 
on  the  evidence  of  interested  parties  of 
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this  description,  men  whose  sole  liveli- 
hood  depends  upon  the  maintenance  of 
cases  which,  through  their  original  per- 
jury, were  trumped  up  ?  If,  on  inquiry, 
these  cases  were  upset,  what  hope  could 
men  like  Jacques  and  French  have  of  bein  g 
able  to  live  in  the  country  afterwards  ? 
It  is  by  such  men  that  ^^  the  very  sources 
of  justice  are  polluted,"  and  it  is  their 
direct  interest  to  maintain  sentences, 
howeyer  unjust. 

M».  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.,  and  Sligo, 
S.) :  Sir,  I  listened  with  close  attention 
to  the  speech  delivered  earlier  in  the 
evening  by  the  riffht  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes),  and  I  say  that  it 
was  by  far  the  poorest  plea  I  ever  heard 
made  on  any  question  by  a  Law  Officer 
of  the  Crown.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  made  an  observation 
which  is  absolutely  unfounded — that  is 
as  far  as  I  can  go  in  Parliamentary  lan> 
guage — he  said  that  these  convictions 
were  procured  by  the  operation  of  ordi- 
nary Constitutional  machinery.  I  invite 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to 
consider  whether  it  can  be  said  that  con- 
Tictions  procured  under  an  Act  which 
was  itself  a  suspension  of  the  funda- 
mental rights  of  the  Constitution  can 
be  said  to  have  been  Constitutionally 
procured?  The  Coercion  Act  of  1881 
entitled  the  Government  to  change  the 
venue  of  any  trial ;  and  we  all  know  that 
in  this  way  any  Attorney  General  had 
put  into  his  hand  a  panel  which  enabled 
him  to  place  the  liberty,  fortune,  charac- 
ter, ana  life  of  any  man  opposed  to  the 
Gk>vemment  in  the  power  of  12  of  the 
man's  political  enemies.  If  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  takes  more 
than  a  perfunctory  view  of  the  duties  of 
his  post,  if  he  gives  Members  of  this 
House,  and  the  English  public  generally, 
any  credit  for  desiring  to  arrive  at  an 
honest  conclusion  upon  the  facts  of  Irish 
administration,  I  challenge  hin^o  stand 
up  and  say  why  he  informedi(((|be  House 
and  the  country  that  the  convictions  ob- 
tained under  a  Coercion  Act  were  ob- 
tained in  an  ordinary  Constitutional 
manner.  The  fact  is  directly  the  con- 
trary, and  I  submit  it  is  not  in  accord- 
ance with  the  usages  or  even  with  the 
decencies  of  debate  that  unguarded 
allegations  of  this  kind  should  be  made 
at  the  Table  by  persons  in  an  official 
position.  «The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  says  it  is   inconvenient  we 

YOL.  (XXJIX.     [thikd  series.] 


should  raise  these  questions  here.  Well, 
it  is  very  inconvenient  for  these  men  to 
be  in  penal  servitude.     It  may  be  incon- 
venient to  the  Law  Officers  to  have  to 
answer  here ;  but  we  lose  sight  of  the 
inconvenience  when  we  feel  the  necessity. 
It  is  necessary  we  should  raise  these 
questions  here,  because  our  experience 
shows  us  that  the  only  means  by  which 
we  can  procure  an  effective  review  and 
criticism  of   the   acts  of    tribunals   in 
Ireland  is  by  using  our  Constitutional 
power  on  the  floor  of  this  House.  What 
is  the  use  of  telling  us  it  is  inconvenient 
to  come  here  with  complaints  like  this 
when   I  can  refer  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  to  the  fact  that  the 
only  examination  which  was  ever  granted 
in  one  of  these  cases  resulted  in  the  re- 
lease of  the  prisoner  ?     Just  about  this 
time  two  years  ago  I  happened  one  after- 
noon, when  the  late  Prime  Minister  (Mr. 
Gladstone)  was  present,  to  bring  up  the 
case  of  Brian  Kilmartin.     A  Member  of 
the  House  who  is  now  Leader  of   the 
Government  (Lord  Kandolph  Churchill) 
was  sitting  in  his  corner  seat  here.     He 
was  struck  by  the  reasons  I  adduced 
why  the  finding  of  the  tribunal  should 
be  reviewed,  and  the  noble  Lord,  now 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  rose  in  his 
place  and  pressed  upon  the  Government 
the   duty  of    inquiring   into  the   case. 
The  noble  Lord  did  that  after  the  then 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Tre- 
velyan)  had  from  his  place  told  the  House 
that  the  verdict  of  the  jury  was  found 
upon  the  most  conclusive  evidence,  and, 
therefore,  it  would  be  absurd  to  re- open 
the  case.      That  is  our  invariable  ex- 
perience of  Irish  officials  whenever  they 
are  left  to  their  own  discretion.     You 
never  get   Dublin    Castle  of    its   own 
will  to  re-open  anything ;  their  law  is 
that  whatever  has  been  officially  done 
shall  never  be  undone.     We  are  obliged 
to  come  here  with  our  complaints ;  and, 
as  I  have  said,  in  the  only  case  in  which 
we  were  successful — in  the  case  of  Brian 
Kilmartin — I  raised  the  case   on    the 
floor  of   this  House — the  Government, 
instead  of  adhering  to  the  canon  laid 
down  by  the  right  hon.   and  learned 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Holmes)  that  the  Go- 
vernment  can   only  conduct  their    in- 
quiries in   their    own   way  in   Dublin 
Castle,  sent  a  gentleman  down   to  the 
spot,  in  consequence  of  whose  Beport, 
Kilmartin,  who  had  been  sentenced  to 
penal  servitude  for  life,  became  a  free 
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man.  Do  I  say  too  much  when  I  say  that 
what  was  the  result  in  the  solitary  case 
in  which  our  representations  upon  the 
floor  of  this  House,  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  the  noble  Lord  now 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  met  with  a 
favourable  receptioa,  may  be  the  result 
in  this  case  ?  "We  fervently  believe 
that  if  our  present  representations  were 
received  favourably,  men  who  are  now 
suffering  the  unspeakable  horrors  of 
penal  servitude  would  he  released.  Let 
us  hear  no  more  about  inconvenience. 
I  know  of  no  inconvenience  so  great  as 
suffering  penal  servitude ;  and  so  long 
as  we  think  men  are  being  inconve- 
nienced unjustly,  it  will  not  do  for  any 
Law  Officer  to  rise  and  tell  us  the  House 
is  being  inconvenienced  by  the  action 
we  are  taking.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
throughout  his  speech  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  avoided  dealing  with 
the  vital  and  essential  facts  of  the  case. 
He  spoke  as  if  we  merely  impeached 
the  trials,  as  if  we  only  asked  that  the 
trials  should  be  re-opened.  Surely  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentlemen  is 
presuming  on  the  ignorance  of  the  Com- 
mittee as  to  the  facts  of  these  particular 
cases.  He  tells  the  Committee  that 
what  we  want  is  to  re-open  the  trials. 
The  fact  is  that  our  case  rests,  especially 
as  regards  the  Barbavilla  business,  upon 
matters  made  public  and  notorious  since 
the  trials  were  held.  What  did  the 
Judge  in  the  Barbavilla  trial  say  ?  He 
said  that  if  the  two  M'Keons  were 
allowed,  whilst  in  the  custody  of  the 
police,  to  communicate  with  one  another 
for  the  purpose  of  arranging  their  story 
it  would  amount  to  a  pollution  of  the 
sources  of  justice.  Now,  if  these  trials 
had  taken  place  in  England,  if  the  per- 
sons convicted  had  been  persons  of  most 
abominable  life  and  the  worst  conceiv- 
able character,  if  the  evidence  against 
them  had  been  the  evidence  of  respect- 
able persons,  if  other  circumstances  I 
went  in  support  of  the  verdict  given, 
and  yet  if  in  one,  or  two,  or  five,  or 
20  years  after  the  trial  it  came  out 
that  a  certain  circumstance  was  true 
which  the  Judge  upon  the  trial  had  said 
if  true  would  constitute  a  pollution  of 
the  sources  of  justice,  what  Law  Officer, 
what  Englishman  would  say  that  the 
verdict  should  be  upheld  for  a  single 
day  without  inquiry  ?  Four  of  the 
jurors,  men  specially  selected — four  of 

Mr,  Sexton 


the  men  who  had  been  eulogized  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone 
(Mr.  T.  W.  Bussell)— had  come  to  the 
public  Press  and  stated  that  if  they 
had  known  that  M'KeoD,  the  father, 
a  rogue,  vagabond,  and  drunkard, 
and  M'Keon,  the  son,  a  wife  deserter, 
burglar,  and  housebreaker,  had  been 
allowed  to  communicate  with  each  other, 
they  would  not  have  agreed  to  the  ver- 
dict. If  four  jurors  in  an  English  case 
came  forward  and  said  that  if  facts 
which  had  since  come  to  their  know- 
ledge had  been  present  to  their  minds  at 
the  time  of  the  trial,  they  would  not 
have  found  a  verdict  of  guilty,  I 
ask  what  English  Home  Secretary 
would  refuse  an  appeal  to  institute  an 
inquiry  ?  No,  Sir,  he  would  feel  bound 
by  his  oath  and  duty  to  the  Queen  to 
appoint  an  inquiry  the  yotj  next  day. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  (Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General  has  an  oppor- 
tunity of  showing  whether  he  is  inibued 
with  the  same  sense  of  justice.  I  think 
that  if  the  Home  Secretary  (Mr.  Mat- 
thews) were  here,  he  would  say — "If 
four  juiors  have  publicly  stated  that 
they  would  not  have  found  a  verdict  of 
guilty  had  they  known  certain  facts 
which  they  know  now,  there  is  certainly 
room  for  inquiry."  Sergeant  Fitzgerald, 
a  constable  of  long  service  and  respect- 
ability, has  stated  that  to  his  personal 
knowledge,  at  a  certain  stage  in  the 
progress  of  the  case,  M'Keon,  the 
father,  and  M'Keon,  the  son — that  is 
the  member  of  the  family  who  is  the 
wife  deserter,  burglar,  and  house- 
breaker, as  distinguished  from  the  other 
member  who  is  the  rogue,  vagabond, 
and  drunkard— that  the  two  M*Keons 
were  brought  into  personal  contact 
and  left  alone  together;  that  young 
M'Keon  had  said  he  could  not  prove 
anything;  whereupon  the  father  said 
to  Lyncli — "Let  me  have  a  talk  with 
him,  and  it  will  be  all  right."  The 
young  vagabond  was  brought  into  the 
company  of  the  older  vagabond  who 
was  responsible  for  bringing  him  into 
the  world,  and  between  tnem  they  oon* 
cocted  the  story  which  led  to  the  con- 
viction of  the  prisoners.  This  happened 
after  the  younger  ruffian  had  made  two 
informations.  The  fatal  question  was 
whether  a  meeting  was  held  at  the 
house  of  Widow  Fagan,  in  March ;  and 
Judge  Lawson  said  to  the  jury  at  the 
trial — 
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"If  you  believe  the  meeting  was  held,  do  your 
duty ;  if  yoa  do  not  believe  it  was  held,  you 
must  acquit  the  prisoners." 

Well,  youDg  M'Keon  seems  to  have 
made  two  informations  before  the  trial, 
one  in  March,  and  another,  I  think,  in 
June.  In  neither  of  these  informations 
did  he  say  one  word  about  a  meeting  at 
Widow  Fagan's.  How  does  the  Attor- 
ney GFeneralfor  Ireland  account  for  that? 
The  man  makes  two  elaborate  informa- 
tions, and  neither  in  the  first  nor  in  the 
second  does  he  say  a  syllable  of  having 
been  present  at  a  meeting  at  Widow 
Eag^n's,  or  about  any  such  meeting 
having  been  held.  Judge  Lawson  said 
that  if  there  was  any  doubt  about  the 
meeting  being  held,  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  jury  to  acquit  the  prisoners.  Young 
M'Keon  made  a  third  information. 
When  did  he  make  it?  After  he  had 
been  brought  into  gaol;  after  he  had 
been  allowed  to  confer  with  his  father, 
a  more  accomplished  vagabond  ;  after 
they  had  concocted  between  them  the 
story  which  led  to  the  conviction.  There 
never  was  a  clearer  case  of  corruption, 
complicity,  and  perjury.  In  the  inter- 
val between  the  two  documents  wo  now 
have  it  proved  in  evidence  by  Sergeant 
Fitzgerald  that  an  interview  was  allowed 
between  the  two  informers,  a  fact  which, 
had  the  jurors  known  of  it,  would  have 
caused  them  to  disagree  as  to  the  ver- 
dict, and  which  the  Judge  said,  if  true, 
would  amount  to  a  pollution  of  the 
sources  of  justice.  I  say  that  four  of 
the  jurors  have  separated  themselves 
from  the  verdict;  therefore,  in  this  mat- 
ter, the  Government  have  no  longer  the 
jury  behind  their  back  ;  a  circumstance 
which  the  Judge  upon  the  trial  declared 
if  it  existed  to  be  a  pollution  of  the 
sources  of  justice,  has  now  been  declared 
by  Sergeant  Fitzgerald,  a  constable  of 
experience,  to  be  a  fact ;  and  I  have  en- 
deavoured, without  success,  to  procure 
from,  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
some  intimation  as  to  w hether  the  Govern- 
ment haveor  have  notmadesomeinquiries 
of  Sergeant  Fitzgerald ;  whether  they 
have  asked  him  whether  this  pollution 
of  the  sources  of  justice  occurred  ;  if  they 
have  asked  him  whether  he  saw  within 
the  walls  of  the  prison  what  he  describes. 
I  defy  any  man  in  this  House — no 
matter  what  his  politics  may  be — to  say 
in  the  face  of  the  declaration  of  Judge 
Lawson,  in  the  face  of  the  declaration 
of  the  four  jurors,  and  in  the  face  of  what 


has  since  come  to  our  knowledge  through 
Sergeant  Fitzgerald,  to  rise  in  his  place 
and  say  the  verdict  ought  to  stand.  The 
time  of  panic  is  over ;  the  time  of  excep- 
tional crime  is  over.  I  can  understand, 
though  I  cannot  sympathize,  with  the 
plea  which  officials  and  administrators 
sometimes  make  in  times  of  peril  and 
emergency,  that  the  administration  of 
the  law  must  not  be  examined  too  scru- 
pulously. They  think  they  are  entitled 
to  strain  the  law  when  they  regard  the 
appearance  of  effectual  vindication  of 
the  law  as  the  first  necessity  of  adminis- 
tration. But  the  time  of  panic  and 
special  excitement  is  over ;  the  condition 
of  society  in  Ireland  is,  generally  speak- 
ing, orderly.  There  is  no  sign  of  any 
large  amount  of  crime.  These  men  are 
suffering  penal  servitude';  the  evidence 
which  points  to  their  innocence  is  com- 
plete, and  therefore  I  trust  my  hon. 
Friends  are  entitled  to  persevere  until 
they  receive  an  assurance  that  the  same 
kind  of  inquiry  which  was  resorted  to 
in  the  case  of  Brian  Kilmartin  will  be 
held  in  the  case  of  the  11  respectable 
men  whose  lives  had  never  been  tainted, 
whose  characters  had  never  been  im- 
peached up  to  the  time  of  these  accusa- 
tions, and  whose  conviction  and  whose 
sentence  to  penal  servitude  rests  practi- 
cally upon  the  concocted  evidence  of  two 
of  the  worst  scoundrels  who  ever  dis- 
graced society  in  any  country. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  EEDMOND  (Ferma- 
nagh,  N.) :  I  do  not  think  there  are 
very  many  Eepresentatives  from  Ireland 
in  this  House  who  would  not  have  felt 
themselves  prompted  to  take  the  course 
of  action  adopted  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Westmeath  (Mr.  Tuite)  if 
the  hon.  Member  had  not  acted  as  he 
has  done ;  for  not  only  in  the  district  of 
Westmeath,  which  is  the  immediate 
scene  of  the  occurrences  which  form  the 
basis  of  this  debate,  but  in  all  parts  of 
Ireland,  from  the  North  to  the  South, 
there  has  been,  and  there  is,  a  very 
general  feeling  that  gross  injustice  has 
been  done  to  a  number  of  innocent  men. 
There  is  a  feeling  that  it  is  necessary,  in 
order  to  vindicate  justice,  and  to  liberate 
these  innocent  men  from  the  horrible 
suffering  which  they  are  now  enduring, 
that  the  case  should  be  brought  before 
Parliament  as  rapidly  as  possible.  I  can 
assure  hon.  Members  of  this  House  who 
do  not  represent  Ireland,  or  know  much 
of  that  country,  that  they  must  not  bQ 
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very  much  surprieed  if  we  take  up  the 
time  of  this  House  ia  discussing  matters 
such  as  are  now  under  discussion,hecause 
we  have  been  taught  in  Ireland  by  bitter 
experience  to  know  and  to  believe  that 
the  only  chance  we  have  of  remedying 
grievances  and  exposing  injustices  is  to 
be  found  in  the  opportunities  which  are 
afforded  us  of  speaking  in  this  House. 
Sir,  I  do  not  think  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  has  behaved  at  all  well  in 
this  matter.     In  the  first  place,  I  do  not 
think  that  while  the  case  was  being  ex- 
plained by  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Westpieath  that  he  paid  proper  attention 
to  the  statements  which  fell  from  my  hon. 
Friend's  lips ;  and  I  think,  Sir,  that  in 
cases  in  this  House,  where  hon.  Mem- 
bers from  a  strict  sense  of  duty  endea- 
vour to  explain  gross  injustices,  that  the 
least  that  could  be  expected  from  ofRcials 
who  are  not  too  overburdened,  and  who 
are  very  well  paid,  would  be  that  they 
should  pay  strict  attention  to  the  circum- 
stances which  are  narrated  to  them,  and 
that  they  should  not  by  their  demeanour 
in  any  way   give   rise  to  the   opinion 
amongst  any  section  of  Members  of  the 
House  that  it  is  their  intention  to  treat 
these  matters  lightly.     They  should  en- 
deavour to  avoid  giving  the  impression 
that  as  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  they 
desire  to  ignore  these  matters  as  subjects 
which  have  been  brought  up  before,  and 
which  are  grievances  too  old  to  be  reme- 
died.    But  I  think  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  did  not  improve  his  position 
when  he  proceeded  to  speak.    His  speech 
was  altogether  lacking  that  sympathy 
which  should  be  found  in  the  tones  of  a 
Minister  of  the  Crown  when  replying  to 
Members  of  this  House  who  endeavour 
conscientiously  to  do  their  duty,  and  who 
represent  five-sixths   of   the  people   of 
Ireland.     It  is  the   belief  of  the  Irish 
Members,  and  it  is  the  belief  of  that  vast 
majority  of  the  Irith  people  whom  we 
represent,  that  grave  injustice  has  been 
done  in  this  particular  case  which  has 
been  brought  before  the  notice  of  the 
Committee,  and  that  a  large  number  of 
men  are  innocently  suffering  all  the  hor- 
rible tortures  which  attend  the  punish- 
ment of   penal   servitude.     That  is,    I 
contend,  a  most  grave  state  of  affairs.    I 
can  understand  a  Minister  of  the  Crown 
venturing  to  treat  flippantly  a  case  which 
is  brought  up  by  one  single  Member,  or 
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a  case  which  is  brought  up  by  two  or 
three  Members  of  the  House.  He  may, 
in  that  event,  profess  to  believe  that  the 
matter  is  a  private  and  particular  hobby 
of  that  particular  Member  or  of  those 
two  or  three  Members.  But  the  case  is 
altogether  different  when,  instead  of 
being  brought  forward  by  one,  or  two, 
or  three,  or  even  a  dozen  Members,  the 
matter  is  brought  forward  by  85  Mem- 
bers representing  the  people  of  Ireland. 
That  at  once  raises  a  question  into  a 
different  sphere  from  an  ordinary  griev- 
ance brought  up  by  an  ordinary  Mem- 
ber. We  are  85  Members  in  this  House, 
and  besides  the  Irish  Members  I  believe 
that  when  a  division  is  taken,  after  the 
matter  has  been  thoroughly  discussed, 
it  will  be  found  that  our  opinion  is  en- 
dorsed by  a  considerable  number  of 
English  Members.  I  contend  that  a 
case  put  forward  so  determinedly  and 
frequently  by  so  many  Members  must 
be  a  case  out  of  the  ordinary  way,  and 
therefore  must  be  a  case  that  should  be 
treated  with  all  seriousness  by  a  Minister 
of  the  Crown.  The  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  said  in  the  course  of  his  speech, 
when  ho  was  refusing  the  inquiry  we  ask 
for  into  this  case,  that  there  is  no  prece- 
dent for  doing  what  we  ask.  Sir,  we  ask 
that  justice  shall  be  done  to  these  men 
in  Ireland,  and  I  ag^ee  with  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that  prece- 
dents are  sadly  lacking  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  country  doing  justice  to  Ire- 
land. But  the  sooner  a  precedent  for 
doing  justice  to  the  people  of  Ireland  is 
placed  on  record  the  better,  and  you  can- 
not begin  better  than  by  releasing  a 
number  of  men  who  are  confessedly  on 
all  hands — who  are  admittedly  by  people 
who  know  most  of  the  case — suffering 
imprisonment  unjustly.  Now,  Sir,  the 
great  argument  which  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  used  in  refasing 
to  grant  the  inquiry  of  my  hon.  Friend 
was  that  it  would  be  a  very  dangerous 
example  to  set  to  let  it  go  abroad  that 
the  decisions  of  Courts  of  Law  could  be 
re  opened,  re-discussed,  and  re-decided 
in  tnis  House.  I  remember  very  well 
that  in  the  case  of  the  Maamtrasna 
conspiracy  that  argument  was  used  with 
very  g^eat  effect  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  is  now  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach).  He 
said  it  would  be  altogether  an  intolerable 
state  of  affairs  if  it  should  become  com- 
monly believed  that  the  decision  of  an 
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ordinary  Court  of  Law  was  not  decisive 
or  binding,  or  if  an  appeal  to  this  House 
could  upset  an  ordinary  decision  given 
in  Court.  I  commence  at  once  by  saying 
that  I  can  understand  that  argument 
thoroughly,  and  can  understand  the 
motive  which  prompts  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  in  refraining 
from  doing  anything  which  would  let 
the  idea  go  forth  that  the  decisions  of 
the  Courts  of  Law  can  be  repealed  by 
the  decisions  of  this  House.  That  is  a 
thing  that  would  render  the  decisions  of 
Courts  of  Law  very  shaky  everywhere ; 
but  whilst  I  agree  with  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  in  that,  I  say 
that  that  is  a  rule  which,  like  all  other 
rules,  has  its  exception,  and  there  are 
times  when  it  is  not  only  desirable  but 
it  becomes  absolutely  the  duty  of  the 
Bepresentatives  of  the  people  to  inter- 
fere and  have  the  decisions  of  the  Courts 
of  Law  reversed  in  this  House.  This 
case  we  are  now  discussing  is  parti- 
cularly one  which  should  form  an  ex- 
ception to  the  general  rule  that  decisions 
of  the  Courts  of  Law  should  be  final ; 
and  it  is  upon  the  ground  that  we  are 
speaking  of  a  most  exceptional  state  of 
atfairs  that  we  claim  that  an  inquiry 
should  be  made,  and  that  these  people 
should  be  released  from  their  imprison- 
ment. The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland, 
in  the  course  of  his  speech,  said  that  it 
was  inconvenient  for  us  to  bring  on  this 
discussion.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  probably  never  as  yet  has 
experienced  what  it  is  to  be  shut  up  in 
a  prison  cell,  waiting  for  the  hour  of  his 
release  to  come,  feeling  that  he  has 
done  nothing  for  which  he  should  be 
confined  in  gaol  like  a  common  criminal. 
Sir,  there  are  many  Members  on  this 
side  of  the  House  the  strength  of  whose 
position  to-night  lies  in  the  fact  that 
they  have  had  that  experience,  and  it 
is  simply  because  we  are  more  experi- 
enced in  receiving  English  injustice  than 
English  gold  in  the  shape  of  salaries  that 
we  can  bring  forward  this  case  with 
earnestness,  and  that  we  claim  that  no 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  the  right,  when 
we  are  pleading  for  what  we  believe  to 
be  the  liberties  and,  perhaps,  the  lives 
of  these  unfortunate  men,  to  get  up  and 
coolly  and  calmly  say — **  Oh  1  this  affair 
is  all  very  well,  but  it  is  an  inconvenient 
diflcuBsion."  Sir,  the  position  these  un- 
fortunate men  are  occupying  is  very  in- 


convenient to  them.  It  is  the  result  of 
the  abominable  and  tyrannical  and  un- 
just rule  which  has  prevailed  in  Ireland. 
It  is  far  more  inconvenient  to  them  to 
remain  in  prison,  knowing  themselves 
innocent,  than  it  can  be  to  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  and  to  us 
to  have  this  discussion.  At  all  events, 
it  would  be  as  well  if  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  and  his  Friends,  at 
the  outset  of  this  discussion,  understood 
that  we  Irish  Members  have  a  vast  deal 
more  regard  for  the  humblest  man  in 
Ireland  whom  we  consider  to  be  un- 
justly imprisoned  than  we  have  for  the 
convenience  of  the  Government  or  of 
this  House.  What  is  it  that  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Westmeath  has 
asked  for  ?  He  has  not  asked  for  the 
unconditional  release  of  these  men. 
That  would  be,  I  believe,  though  a 
just,  still,  an  extreme  demand  to  make. 
All  he  asks  for  is  that  an  inquiry  should 
be  undertaken  by  the  Government  into 
this  case.  Now,  is  there  anything  in 
the  case  that  the  Government  are  afraid 
of?  Is  there  anything  they  are  afraid 
of  coming  out  to  the  light  of  dav  that 
they  will  not  grant  an  inquiry  ?  If  not, 
why  do  they  not  consent  to  our  demand  ? 
Let  them  consider  what  they  will  be 
doing  if  they  grant  an  inquiry.  They  will, 
in  the  first  place,  be  satisfying  the  de^ 
mand  which  the  overwhelming  majority 
of  the  Members  from  Ireland  are  making 
on  them ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  if 
they  are  so  thoroughly  convinced  of  tho 
justice  of  the  decision  which  has  been 
arrived  at  in  the  case  they  will  have  the 
extreme  triumph  and  gratification  .  of 
showing,  as  the  result  of  the  inquiry, 
that  our  case  is  altogether  groundless, 
and  that  we  have  been  wrong  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end  of  the  affair.  That 
would  be  a  very  natural  position  to  take 
up ;  but  the  fact  is  that  the  first  assump- 
tion is  the  right  one — that  they  are 
afraid  of  raking  the  affair  up  again. 
They  are  afraid,  because  they  imagine 
that,  as  the  result  of  inquiry,  a  g^eat 
deal  of  injustice  and  jobbery  in  the 
way  of  the  administration  of  the  law  in 
Ireland  would  be  brought  to  light  which 
would  not  tend  to  benefit  or  encourage 
the  new  Government  in  their  progress 
towards  the  pacification  of  the  Irish 
people.  But  on  what  grounds  do  we 
ask  for  a  fresh  inquiry  ?  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  said  that  every- 
I  thing  which  was  in  the  charge  which 
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was  compiled  by  tbe  rev.  gentleman 
who  lives  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Barbavilla  occurrences,  and  is  familiar 
with  all  the  circumstances,  have  been 
brought  under  his  notice.  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  says  he 
has  read  the  pamphlet  which  has  been 
compiled  by  the  rev.  gentleman,  that  he 
has  listened  to  every  word  that  has  been 
uttered  in  this  debate  by  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  brought  the  subject  for- 
ward, and  that  he  read  all  that  appeared 
in  the  public  papers  at  the  time  of  the 
murder  and  the  trial.  He  says  that  all 
the  facts  contained  in  the  pamphlet,  and 
everjrthing  urged  in  the  speech  of  my 
hon.  Friend,  and  all  that  has  appeared 
elsewhere  was  brought  forward  at  the 
time  of  the  trial.  Well,  that  is  notori- 
ously not  the  case ;  and  how  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  could  have 
made  such  an  astounding  statement  I  do 
not  know.  I  think  it  can  only  be  ac- 
counted for  by  the  fact  that  we  must 
take  with  a  certain  amount  of  salt  the 
statement  that  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  has  made  himself  a 
complete  master  of  the  whole  facts  of  the 
case  in  question.  Had  he  done  so  he 
certainly  never  would  have  made  the 
statement  that  all  the  evidence  that  is 
now  before  us  was  before  the  Court  at 
the  time  of  the  trial.  Such  is  not  the 
case.  Since  the  trial  took  place,  and 
since  these  men  were  imprisoned,  a  large 
•amount  of  valuable  evidence  has  come 
to  light  bearing  strongly  on  the  case, 
and  strongly  pointing  to  the  innocence 
of  these  men.  You  have  already  heard 
that  four  of  the  jury  who  found  these 
unfortunate  men  guilty  upon  certain 
evidence,  having  had  other  evidence 
placed  before  them  since,  have  expressed 
their  regret  at  the  result  of  the  trial, 
and  their  extreme  uneasiness  as  to  whe- 
ther that  result  was  a  just  one  or  not. 
Now,  in  the  face  of  these  facts,  in  the 
face  of  fresh  evidence  newly  come  to 
light,  I  ask  is  it  unreasonable  that  we 
should  ask  for  an  inquiry  ?  In  view  of 
the  new  evidence  recently  como  to  light 
bearing  upon  the  case,  would  it  be  un- 
reasonable, on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  grant  an  inquiry  into  the  affair? 
Well,  Sir,  if  it  were  a  thing  of  the  dead 
past  it  might,  perhaps,  be  urged  by  the 
Government  that  no  good  purpose  would 
be  served  by  retrying  the  affair  over 
again.  But  lot  the  Committee  always 
remember  that  this  is  not  a  case  affeet- 
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ing  merely  the  dead  past.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter affecting  the  liberties — aye,  even  the 
lives,  I  believe — of  a  large  number  of 
men  who  are  believed  by  the  whole 
country  side  in  which  they  lived,  and  by 
the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  Ireland, 
and  by  the  great  bulk  of  the  Bepresen- 
tatives  from  Ireland,  to  be  innocent.  In 
giving  its  decision  the  Government  have 
to  decide  not  merely  whether  they  will 
perform  a  generous  act  or  not,  but 
whether  they  will  refuse  an  inquiry 
which  may  result  in  the  liberation  and 
in  the  establishment  of  the  innocence  of 
a  large  number  of  men  who  are  now  in 
prison.  I  do  not  think  there  are  any 
circumstances  which  could  possibly  be 
brought  as  evidence  or  argument  which 
should  have,  or  could  have,  more  force 
or  weight  with  this  House  or  any  as- 
semblage of  men  than  the  argument 
that  the  liberties  of  men  are  depending 
on  the  result  of  the  decision.  I  would 
ask  hon.  Gentlemen  who  do  not  repre- 
sent  Ireland  to  take  a  serious  view  of 
this  case.  I  would  ask  them  whether 
they  really  think  that  85  Members  from 
Ireland  would  come  to  this  House  and 
ask  for  an  inquiry  into  the  case  of  men 
imprisoned  for  murder  if  they  thought 
that  these  men  deserved  imprisonment,  or 
that  they  had  committed  murder  ?  I  do 
not  think  so,  notwithstanding  the  pre- 
judice there  is  against  Irishmen  in  this 
House.  I  refuse  to  believe  that  there 
are  very  many  men — Englishmen  and 
Scotchmen — who  would  be  willing  to  say 
that  they  seriously  believe  that  85  Irish 
Members  representing  such  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  people  of  the  Sister  Island 
would  come  here  and  ask  for  an  inquiry 
if  they  were  not  firmly  and  honestly  and 
sincerely  convinced  that  they  were  ask- 
ing for  an  inquiry  which  would  result  in 
justice  being  done,  and  in  the  giving  of 
liberty  to  men  whose  liberty  is  now  un- 
justly kept  from  them.  Sir,  I  want  to 
know  one  thing  from  the  Gx)vemment. 
I  want  to  know  if  85  English  Members, 
or  the  same  proportion  of  English  Mem- 
bers as  85  bears  to  the  total  representa- 
tion of  Ireland,  were  to  come  to  this 
House  and  were  to  say — **  There  has 
been  a  certain  case  in  which. a  large 
number  of  men  have  been  imprisoned,  a 
certain  amount  of  evidence  has  oome  to 
light  since  the  trial,  and  there  is  a  gene- 
ral belief  throughout  the  country  that 
.these  men  were  imjustly  imprisoned; 
there  is  a  great  desire  that  we  should 
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ask  you  for  an  inquiry— an  independent 
inquiry — to  see  what  this  evidence  is 
worth,  and  whether  these  men  are  really 
justly  or  unjustly  imprisoned" — I  ask 
if  the  same  proportion  of  English  or 
Scotch  Members  were  to  come  and  make 
that  request  on  behalf  of  the  English  or 
Scotch  people  in  this  House,  would  the 
inquiry  be  refused  ?  An  inquiry,  Sir, 
would  not  be  refused.  If  it  were  re- 
fused, that  refusal  would  cause  amongst 
the  constituencies  of  the  English  and 
Scotch  Members  a  feeling  of  indignation 
which  would  very  quickly  cause  the  Go- 
vernment to  change  their  decision,  and  to 
give  the  inquiry  that  the  people  asked 
for.  Now,  you  are  always  talking  about 
the  desire  which  this  House  has  to 
govern  Ireland  as  England  and  Scot- 
land are  governed  —  to  give  peirfect 
equality,  and  to  do  by  one  country  as 
you  would  do  by  the  other.  Well,  we 
ask  you  in  this  matter  to  do  what  you 
know  in  your  consciences  you  would  do 
if  the  case  were  an  English  instead  of  an 
Irish  one.  We  ask  you  to  grant  an 
independent  inquiry  into  the  whole  case. 
We  ask  you  to  receive  fresh  evidence 
carefully  and  calmly,  to  go  over  the 
whole  case,  and  see  whether,  as  we  be- 
lieve they  are,  these  men  are  really 
innocently  imprisoned  or  not.  If  they 
are  innocently  imprisoned,  in  the  name 
of  goodness  release  them  ;  and  if  they 
are  not  innocently  imprisoned,  put  your- 
selves in  a  position  to  come  to  this 
House  and  show  us  that  we  have  been 
engaged  in  taking  up  your  time  so  long 
in  a  mistaken  cause.  I  feel.  Sir,  that 
the  inquiry  will  not  be  granted.  If 
it  is  not,  the  reason  will  bo  simply  this — 
that  the  Government  know  that  the 
proceedings  at  the  original  trial  of  these 
men  coula  not  stand  the  light  of  day. 
The  Government  know  that  there  were 
things  done  at  that  trial  which  the 
people  of  England — now  somewhat  more 
educated  in  Irish  affairs  than  they  were 
at  the  time  of  that  trial — would  not 
stand.  They  do  not  want  to  bring  to 
light  a  black  record  of  jury- packing. 
They  do  not  want  to  have  a  debasing 
and  degrading  system  of  hiring  the 
most  miserable  hangers  on  at  street 
comers,  and  paying  them  to  give  evi- 
dence against  men  accused  of  conspiracy 
to  murder,  laid  bare  to  the  public.  They 
with  to  avoid  having  these  things  raked 
up  afresh.  Well,  if  they  do  not  want 
to  hare  these  tilings  raked  up  anew, 


release  the  men.  If  you  will  not  release 
the  men,  at  least  give  an  inquiry ;  and, 
if  you  do  not  give  an  inquiry,  I  may  tell 
you  frankly  that  the  opinion  which  I 
know  to  be  held  amongst  the  men  that  I 
know  best  in  Ireland — the  opinion  that 
you  did  not  do  justice  in  that  case,  and 
that  you  are  afraid  to  allow  a  chance  of 
your  injustice  being  proved — will  be 
strengthened,  and  that,  consequently, 
your  task  of  ruling  Ireland  will  be 
rendered  all  the  harder,  and  your  failure 
in  the  task  will  be  ultimately  rendered  all 
the  more  conspicuous.  The  Irish  people 
are  as  open  to  conviction  as  any  people 
on  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  if  you  want 
to  implant  in  them  the  idea  that  you 
wish  to  do  justice  to  them  grant  this 
inquiry.  Surely  the  fact  that  such  a 
large  portion  of  the  people  want  the  in- 
quiry should  be  reason  enough  for  grant- 
ing it.  If,  as  I  said,  you  are  not  afraid 
of  inquiry,  grant  it.  If  you  do  not 
grant  it,  the  people  will  think  that  you 
are  afraid  of  doing  so,  and  the  old  idea 
— which  I  believe  is,  after  all,  the  true 
idea — will  go  deeper  into  their  hearts — 
namely,  the  idea  that  Irishmen  can 
never  get  justice  from  you,  nor  their 
children,  nor  their  country,  so  long  as 
the  administration  of  Ireland  is  con- 
trolled by  Englishmen  who  laugh  when 
we  speak  of  men  being  innocently  im- 
prisoned, and  by  Englishmen  who  ex- 
tend their  wanderings  to  the  most  re- 
mote corners  of  the  earth,  but  who  know 
nothing  at  all  of  our  country.  And  if 
that  opinion  becomes  more  deep-seated 
in  the  hearts  of  the  Irish  people,  I  am 
greatly  afraid  that  it  will  result  not 
only  in  inquiries  being  granted,  but  in 
something  more  likely  being  enacted 
than  the  serried  roll  of  Koyal  Commis- 
sions proposed  by  the  noble  Lord  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Lord  Ban- 
dolph  Churchill)  in  expounding  his  Irish 
policy  in  this  House.  You  are  stronger 
than  us,  no  doubt.  You  have  some 
tens  of  millions  of  population,  your 
Army  and  your  Navy,  whilst  we  are  a 
few  men  representing  an  unarmed  na- 
tion. You,  no  doubt,  can  afford  to 
laugh  at  us.  We  venture  to  ask  you  to 
give  liberty  to  our  countrymen  who 
have  been  wrongfully  deprived  of  it. 
You  can,  I  say,  afford  to  faugh  at  our 
request  as  you  have  laughed  at  so  many 
of  our  requests  in  the  past ;  but  though 
you  refuse  our  request,  and  laugh  at  us, 
you  cannot  get  over  the  extremely  on* 
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comfortable  thing  to  have  the  attention 
of  250  or  300  Members  in  this  Imperial 
Parh'ament  occupied  for  so  long  with  a 
question  concerning  such  a  poor  little 
comer  of  the  Empire.  In  the  name  of 
goodness,  are  not  English  and  Scotch 
Members  tired  and  disgusted — [^Minie- 
ierial  cheerB] — at  having  the  time  of 
this  Imperial  Parliament  occupied  so 
much  with  the  affairs  of  our  country  ? 
Yes ;  you  are  tired — you  say  so  now. 
Then  I  suppose  that  in  the  next  division 
on  Home  Kule  those  hon.  Members  who 
cheer  will  do  what  they  can  to  send  us 
home  to  manage  our  own  affairs.  I  can 
assure  you  that  if  you  are  tired  of  us, 
you  are  no  more  tired  of  us  than  we 
are  tired  of  you.  We  hope  the  day 
may  come  when,  this  mutual  tire  of 
each  other  may  separate  us  from  each 
other. 

^  Me.  a.  BLANE  (Armagh,  S.) :  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland,  in  his  address 
this  evening,  said  that  the  present  Go- 
vernment had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
prosecutions  resulting  in  the  convictions 
of  the  Maamtrasna,  Barbavilla,  and 
Crossmaglen  prisoners.  I  think  the 
statement  of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  is  a  little  incorrect.  In  the 
case  of  the  Crossmaglen  prisoners,  they 
belonged  to  the  constituency  I  represent. 
I  have  known  these  men,  who  were 
very  respectable.  At  the  time  when  the 
Government  were  offering  rewards  for 
evidence  and  hiring  witnesses  under  an 
Act  which  has  now  expired,  injustices 
were  committed  which  are  now  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  rectify.  I  remember  the  time 
these  prisoners  wore  brought  before  the 
magistrates  at  Armagh  and  committed 
for  trial.  So  eager  were  the  Government 
of  that  day  to  convict  these  prisoners 
that  they  absolutely  deprived  them  of 
the  right  which  all  British  subjects  are 
supposed  to  enjoy — they  deprived  them  of 
the  right  of  trial  by  jury  in  the  vicinage. 
They  took  these  men  from  Armagh 
to  Belfast,  the  Government  of  the  day 
directing  their  Law  Officers  to  change 
the  venue  to  that  place.  The  intention, 
no  doubt,  was  to  prevent  the  men  get- 
ting a  fair  trial.  It  has  been  mentioned 
here  that  one  of  the  Judges,  Mr.  Justice 
Lawson — to  whom  reference  was  made 
by  an  hon.  Member  who  was  called  to 
Order  by  the  Chair,  but  I  will  put  the 
matter  in  another  way  bo  that  the  House 
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may  judge  of  the  fairness  of  the  trial 
that  these  prisoners  got — I  say  that,  as 
has  already  been  pointed  out,  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Lawson,  who  was  a  Member  of  the 
Irish  Government  and  one  of  the  Judges 
who  rule  Ireland  during  any  interregnum 
in  the  Lord  Lieutenancy,  was  one  of  the 
Privy  Council  who  directed  the  venue  to 
be  changed  from  Armagh  to  Belfast. 
That  was  done  on  the  advice  of  a  man 
who  belonged  to  the  Orange  Party — 
namely,  Sir  William  Barker  Kaye,  a 
gentleman  who  has  lived  a  long  time  in 
Armagh,  not  far  from  where  I  reside. 
I  know  him  as  identified  with  the  Orange 
Society.  He  it  was  who  prompted  this 
affair.  He,  no  matter  whether  the  Whigs 
are  in  or  Tories  out  of  power,  is  one  of 
those  permanent  holdfasts  who  prevent 
the  Irish  Government,  when  a  change 
of  Administration  takes  place,  from 
being  affected  by  the  change  of  opinion 
which  has  brought  about  that  Altered 
position  of  Parties.  He,  I  say,  was  the 
chief  person  who  prompted  the  removal 
of  these  prisoners  from  Armagh  to  Bel* 
fast.  The  men  were  sent  for  trial 
amongst  those  who  not  only  were  their 
enemies  politically  and  religiously,  but 
who  were  the  men  who  afterwards  aided 
and  abetted  in  the  shooting  down  of 
Her  Majesty's  soldiers  and  police.  The 
Judge  who  directed  the  change  of  venue 
was  the  Judge  selected  to  try  the  pri- 
soners. As  I  have  said,  he  was  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Privy  Council  directing  the 
prosecution — he  was  judge  and  execu- 
tioner of  his  own  judgment.  Such  a 
thing  as  this  could  not  occur  in  England ; 
in  fact,  I  do  not  know  any  English 
Judge  who  is  a  Member  of  the  Privy 
Council. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man  cannot  have  heard  my  ruling.  He 
cannot  now  cast  imputations  upon  the 
impartiality  of  the  Judges.  There  is  a 
regular  Constitutional  way  of  questioning 
the  conduct  of  Judges,  and  it  is  that  way 
which  must  be  resorted  to. 

Mb.  a.  BLANE :  I  bow  to  your  ruling. 
Sir.  At  the  trial  of  the  Crossmaglen 
prisoners  there  was  a  man  named  Dafljr 
I  knew  very  well  in  Armagh.  No  man 
in  Armagh  would  trust  him  a  glass  of 
whisky ;  but  he  was  hired  by  the  Grown. 
In  this  Vote  the  Committee  is  asked  to 
vote  the  money  which  was  paid  to  this 
man  for  his  services  at  the  Belfast  trials. 
Duffy  deserted  his  wife  and  ohildren, 
and- 


teu 


U.  :S86f 


^V/VM'e  ^'siiMUiif*, 


0-ft 


r'n* 'Vai worth  : 
■irm':?^.  vuetiier 
iz-  3»rr  :  _  -t—  -iT-ru:  LesertfHi  iis 
"v^T*   ii-     •"   "^z.    f    ^    JIT    niv    .uii- 

r:HZ   .  ^^  T  T^.^rf-L^r     I    10  lot   u  rre- 

«=^i    ?*>=•    't^     -::i:i£-zc:  la :  ■jeriiiiD*    :a» 

b^'H,  jl=sii-rr"s-.:l"  e  ible  "7  'rstablisii  ::. 

1*  iNii. .   I  "Tisii : J  siiow  rbe 

:  -.ijr  "^iizi    n  Tho"5e  ••viijence 

^L=-*  iZ-r^  .z.  7Tr?«i!i-  irni  :or  Tiiosie 

i-Trsn::-   r-r  -zz^iz  !i:i:l    r-ntiemaa  'he 

_ni£    f*^rr^iiri'  is  rwijonsibie-       ^Ve 

in.  "•"  'T^iZ  .z.  T^jsorr  -he  L.-rd  Lieuteaaut 

^  ■::_=-  -T5*^.:-    :  Zr-iand.  '^ut  rbac  in 

Trar::*  :!>=•    ^  Twncr   -i  the    'omitry  is 

^ir  ^^XT"-*  --—    T^niLrciaix  "he  <^liiet  ^^*- 

Zirse  zirn.  Tere  :aken  :3  Bei- 

:n*d  Tiere.     At   Beifasc.  this 

T-j  .lad   ie«erre-i  liia  -riie  and 

tiie-    principal    witaeiM 

I  ihin's.  3ther  orimee  be- 

x>uid  be  brouictic 

biir  :t  is  aot  aecessarv 

:;::   -cnz  niKa  :o  li^hi.     At  :hac  niai. 

!=*«?  ;isno*  should  be  done  to  the  pri- 

icc-rTfi.  tile   I-iw    jrfic^ra  >i  :he  Cpoira 


•*i.'-TiZ«?-i  ^T-^iyOaihoiic  ^ho  vzame  :br- 
▼iri.  In  i  place  ^iiere.  of  aecessity. 
ti-i  Pn  r<cr=Tiiii3  oiTisr  iiave  bad  a  Diajuricv 
c!i  tie  ■ITT.  iil  tie  *ratlioiic9  ven?  ^'bai- 
l-in^L  "^^7.  -aven  Alfred  die  Great 
-wi-L.!  JLare  bad  ao  niure  cnanoe  of 
fr^r-ri:!^  n  taar  ; -iry  than  Jt  dvin:r  ia  tbe 
»ir.  '.V-il.  nnal  bv  j-iry  is  .i  '.".irb'^Iic 
a-i  -  t  1  PrDfrsraat  iasriratioa.  Tbe 
fa.:t.  ii-r^ver.  remains  tiac  CaEaoiio* 
were  s-Tt  tb''TL;tir  dt  to  serve  upon  tiie 
jiTT  l*=t  th-^se  zien  sboull  jjec  a  fair 
trial.  I  ipptraled  to  tbe  I^lsC  G^.^rera^ 
meet,  n  I  baT-  ■i.:ne  tj  tbi-*,  wi:a  re- 
gari  t-3  the*?  pri3*3ners.  I  appealed  :■.* 
the  riaht  ho!i.  «ifen pieman  the  Menibn^r 
for  Xewcastie«jn-Tv:ie  Mr.  John  Mor* 
ley,,  and  I  g-jZ  a  siirilar  answer  to  tha: 
I  bare  recelT-ri  frcra  tho  rfgrht  h.m. 
Gentleman  oppo:=::e  Sir  Michael  Hick$- 
Beach — namelj.  that  if  Memorials  wore 
addressed  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  Uis 
Excellency  would  consider  them  and  act 
as  justice  required.  We  all  know  what 
that  means.  It  means  that  nothing  will 
be  done.  We  do  not  think  that  these 
men  will  be  released  from  penal  servi- 
tude ;  and  yet,  if  I  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to  point 
to  one  overt  act  of  these  men  to  injure 
anybody,  he  would  be  bound  to  say — **  I 
cannot  find  one."    They  are  punished 
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rlietM  *ueu  io,  iie  -.luld  'uiv  .ell  i»  >l 
s<.)iut>cuiiij(  'bey  bad  -^aid.  Tnat  s  vj 
put  :be  wurM  •.ompio.MOU  ipoa  iic  vaj>c  , 
lud  tiii::^  «TOvertiuit«uc  •.ail,  ^cciivclv  v.iiL 
:iiiy  >uo\v  '^i  -U'ceuo.  -kaht^u  :iic>c  :u^ki 
t  )r  'vuac  :bey  -lavt*  ^^id.  .uivia^  :-t!^a;d 
-1  :be  <pe«H;iw6''i  :ut.'  ^.'lauct;iioi'  .'i  tiio 
TiTxcuetiiu-r  in  :>oif'a»c,  lud  :uac  .»;  wO 
'U  rue  i.ords  i  :i»«?  Vdruiiaitv  ^%iKai 
I  see  u  bis  T*iaL^>  Ltu  Jb^uie*  Htico' 
lord  :ii  speakiLi;^  .u  Marvlcb^-iic.  Uu:, 
:or  ^iiac  :uey  :udy  bdv^j  said,  -^uicly 
dve  year*'  ueual  ^ervituieispauisiiaioa: 
.^udivieuc.  Is  :uis  :ioc  a  ut clu^  v. :ic>o  :oi-  *.Iio 
t» xervise  > i  : iie re v  ;  '-^ v ^^ u  if  : ii v  v  w c : c 
.nuitv,  '.viiv  uou  rvleu*e  :b«?ijuL  u.-'W  ;  I 
am  acraid  we  .auuoc  induce  :uo  vi^bc 
aou.  Geucieuiau  :u  rake  jur  vioiV  jI  :Iio 
matter.  If  :h«fc»«*  :uca  were  iiupoiiaut 
persona v^-s  iu  :uo  State,  the  yJyj\'\:rii' 
:ueut  oouid  :ioC  be  :uore  •.'xa».viug  uiivl 
Tii^itrous  iu  s«eiug  :udC  :ae  very  utuiooS 
puni&iiiueuc  wa^  awarded .  Buc  :ao»o 
are  poor  uieu.  L  io  uoc  \d\),\'  waochcr  I 
siiould  !Ut.»ec  with  Miy  suoce*i>  if  I  wore 
to  ask  therighc  boa.  Geu:it.Lua:i  whether 
theee  urisouor*  oie  to  be  reledc^ed  ?  Mv 
own  impressi^ou  is,  :hd:  as  \'ik^  xs  Dub- 
lin Castle  reaiAius.  .i:»  4:  p;o<k.'a:,  Nki:b 
Sir  William  bL.iye  aa  porm.iiioii:  b..»ld- 
:ast  there,  liko  ^  boraacw  oa  :be  »h:p  oi 
State,  tbe  Oi:-.':"  Sevieturv  will  b.ivo  :•.> 
return  thr*  iasw».r  rrvxfi-.a'.ly  j;iY<-a  'ap 
:«.•  this — :be  la.*"  :ui<  :ak'.-  :*'>  .vi:>c. 
L'jat  is  a  !ii:>orabI»->  i.k^1:cv  :  it  i.s  Uv.-:  a 
j^»uer»>us  IV.' icy  tbcao  pii*^.»:i,'r«i  aio 
pvvr  mo  a,  U'.»:  '-jijvita!!^  pvi«i^';iJ^v.s  isi 
:  b--'  St  a :  ■.' .  a  a  i  l  h  oi  r  ca^-i  i  *  *.»«  o  i  u  \%  h  i<.  U 
I  tb::ik  'bv*  clvv;-.»ucy  i.>f  tho  V,*rv>wu  Uii^h: 
vory  woil  b^  c\ors.i»vsl,  won  at  tho 
eleventh  boar.  'lrn.'.*\>  mou  havo  alreavly 
sutferxHi  dve  yoarV  i!upiiTK»uiiuut.  It 
this  case  hud  v.Kvurr\*d  iu  Ku^UuJ.  aud 
di.>ub!s  as  l'>  tho  iuii-.v-.*uco  vi  tho  pri> 
s^.»::ors  woro  per •»; stonily  exprvaj»od  by 
hou.  i^ieutlemou,  I  htive  uo  he»itatiou 
iu  thinking  that  tho  Home  Scv rotary 
would  order  thoir  iuiimnliato  release. 

Mr,  W.  a.  MACDONALl)  (Uueou's 
Cs>untr,  Oisory) :  I  should  not  thiuk  of 
troubling  the  Committoo  ou  this  tjues- 
tion,  if  X  had  not  myself  pret»uuted  a 
Memorial  to  Lord  Oarnarvon  la^it  year, 
on  behalf  of  the  Crossmaglen  prisounrsi 
of  whom  my  hon.  Friend  ^Mr.  A.  lilaue) 
has  just  spoken.  Before  prepttriiig  that 
Memorial  I  read  everythiug  ou  tbe  sub- 
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ject  I  could  read.  There  was  not  a  line 
of  the  evidence,  not  a  line  of  the  Judge's 
charges — for  the  prisoners  were  charged 
in  two  batches — not  alineof  the  speeches 
of  the  prisoners'  counsel,  or  of  the 
counsel  for  the  Crown,  or  an  important 
affidavit  in  the  case  which  I  did  not 
carefully  read.  The  deductions  I  made 
I  embodied  in  my  Memorial.  There- 
fore, I  trust  the  Committee  will  see  that 
it  is  not  from  a  desire  to  waste  time,  or 
to  hear  myself  talk,  that  I  rise  on  this 
occasion.  In  the  summer  of  last  year 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks- Beach)  who  was  then  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  who  is  now  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  read  a  letter  in 
this  House  from  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon, 
in  which  the  noble  Earl  declared  he 
would  give  careful  consideration  to  any 
representation  which  might  be  made  in 
reference  to  the  Crossmaglen  and  other 
prisoners.  In  consequence  of  the  read- 
ing of  that  letter  I  prepared  and  pre- 
sented a  Memorial  to  the  then  Lord 
Lieutenant.  When  I  entered  upon  the 
task,  I  thought  it  possible  that  there 
had  been  a  miscarriage  of  justice.  When 
I  finished  my  task,  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  there  certainly  had  been 
such  a  miscarriage,  and  that  the  10  men 
who  are  known  as  the  Crossmaglen  pri- 
soners are  absolutely  innocent  of  the 
offence  for  which  they  are  suffering, 
one  five  years',  another  seven  years', 
and  the  remaining  eight  10  years'  penal 
servitude.  Now,  I  want  to  explain  to 
the  Committee  the  ground  upon  which 
I  think  the  Government  ought  t£>  do 
one  of  two  things;  either  to  institute 
inquiry  in  this  case,  or  else  to  let  these 
prisoners  out,  because  they  have  already 
endured  penal  servitude  for  three  years 
for  an  alleged  conspiracy  as  a  result  of 
which  not  one  person  was  fired  at  or 
injured.  The  circumstances  of  the  trial 
were  very  peculiar.  These  men  were 
ag^cultural  labourers  and  small  farmers 
living  in  Crossmaglen,  in  the  county  of 
Armagh,  and  imder  a  Statute  now  for- 
tunately no  longer  in  force — the  Pre- 
vention of  Crime  (Ireland)  Act,  1882 — 
the  venue  was  changed  from  the  county 
of  Armagh  to  the  town  of  Belfast,  where 
these  men  who,  as  I  have  said,  were 
agriculturistSi  were  tried  for  the  most 
part  by  city  men,  who  knew  nothing  of 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  country 
life,  and  who  knew  nothing  of  the  cha- 
racters of  the  prisoners.    [^InttrruptionJ] 

Mr.  W.  A.  MacthnaU 


Hon.  Gentlemen  do  not  seem  to  think  it 
is  of  much  importance  that  trial  by  jury 
should  take  place  in  the  county  to  which 
the  men  charged  belong ;  but  that  is 
the  fundamental  idea  of  trial  by  jury. 
[Laughter.']  Hon.  Members  may  laugh, 
but  that,  I  say,  is  the  underlying  prin- 
ciple of  trial  by  jury.  The  prisoners 
were  tried  in  two  batches.  From  the 
first  jury  all  Catholics  were  excluded, 
and  there  were  only  one  or  two  Catho- 
lics allowed  in  the  second  jury.  That, 
of  course,  raised  a  strong  presumption 
against  them.  Most  of  the  jurors  were 
taken  from  the  most  Orange  districts  of 
Belfast,  from  the  people  who  are  strongly 
hostile  to  any  man  who  engages  in  any 
popular  movement  whatsoever.  Though 
Judge  Harrison  had,  at  the  previous 
Winter  Assizes,  given  an  order  that  all 
copies  of  documents  in  the  case  should 
be  furnished  to  the  prisoners'  counsel, 
that  was  absolutely  left  undone  until  the 
day  before  the  trial.  Thus  the  prisoners* 
counsel  were  prevented  from  having  the 
opportunity  of  digesting  the  various 
documents  introduced ;  and  that  was  of 
vast  importance,  because,  as  I  hope  to 
show,  the  whole  case  really  rested  upon 
a  certain  document  which  was  alleged 
to  have  been  found — a  document  knovm 
as  the  **  Crossmaglen  Book."  This 
'*  Book  "  was  said  to  be  a  record  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Society.  If  the  pri- 
soners' couusel  had  been  permitted  to 
see  this  **  Book,"  they  would  have  been 
able  to  examine  some  of  the  143  persons 
who,  according  to  the  contents  of  the 
"Book,"  had  been  sworn  to  murder 
certain  landlords,  and  to  put  them  into 
the  box  to  show  the  absolute  worthless- 
ness  of  the  ''Book"  upon  which  the 
case  mainly  depended.  There  was  an 
informer  in  the  case,  as  there  is  in  so 
many  other  cases  in  Ireland.  This  man's 
name  was  Duffy.  The  Committee  may 
be  surprised  when  I  tell  them  that  Judge 
Lawson,  who  is  notoriously  not  over 
favourable  to  the  popular  side,  declared 
that  if  the  case  had  rested  upon  the 
testimony  of  Duffy  alone  the  prosecuiioa 
could  never  have  been  sustained.  Dafff 
was  not  only  a  deserter  of  his  wife,  but 
he  swore  that  he  had  been  a  member  of 
secret  and  murderous  conspiracies  from 
the  period  when  he  was  21  years  of  age, 
with  the  exception  of  two  years  when 
he  was  under  the  influence  of  a  Oatholio 
clergyman.  This  statement  of  his  was 
plac^  beyond  doubt  by  a  question  pnl 
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to  him  by  Mr.  Munroe,  the  prisoners' 
counsel,  who  asked — 

**Do  70a  mean  to  tell  the  Court  that  yoa 
would,  in  connectiou  with  this  conspiracy,  have 
murdered  anyone  who  was  obnoxious  to  you  ?  " 

And  his  reply  was — 

"  Devil  a  bit  but  I  would ;  I  thought  it  a  grand 
job  to  get  into  it." 

And  this  is  the  man  on  whose  evidence 
the  Crown  so  largely  relied.  [^Inter- 
rupiion.^  I  shall  not  be  deterred  by  the 
interruptions  of  hon.  Gentlemen  from 
doing  my  duty.  There  was  the  evi- 
dence of  the  Constabulary,  and  the 
principal  witness  of  this  class  was 
Constable  Gartland.  He  was  a  man 
who  used  the  most  extraordinary  means 
to  procure  evidence.  When  I  was  in 
Dublin  last  year 

Db.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  Mr. 
Courtney,  there  is  a  Gentleman  sitting 
second  on  the  second  Bench  behind  the 
Government  who  has  been  persistent  in 
his  interruptions  both  last  night  and  to- 
night. I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to 
his  conduct. 

The  chairman  :  It  is  irregular  to 
allude  to  any  hon.  Gentleman  in  that 
way ;  but  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  an  hon.  Member  is  not  in  Order  in 
persistently  interrupting  another  hon. 
Gentleman  when  addressing  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Me.  W.  a.  MACDONALD:  Last 
year,  when  I  was  in  Dublin,  a  man 
who  has  prepared  an  affidavit  in  this 
case  came  to  me  in  order  to  see  if  I 
could  not  do  something  for  these  pri- 
soners. He  declared  that  he  had  been  un- 
duly influenced  by  Constable  Gartland 
to  write  down  certain  names  on  a  piece 
of  paper — the  names  of  men  who  were 
supposed  to  be  connected  with  the  con- 
spiracy. He  had  never  had  any  peace 
of  mind  since  he  did  this.  He  went  to 
Canada,  but  came  back  in  order  to 
make  what  reparation  he  could  for  the 
wrong  he  had  done  while  acting  under 
the  influence  of  the  constable.  Then 
the  evidence  of  the  Constabulary  went 
to  show  that  there  were  three  books 
found  in  empty  houses  in  various  places, 
and  it  also  went  to  show  that  the  police 
had  seen  a  number  of  men,  of  whom 
the  prisoners  were  some,  coming  out  of 
houses  late  at  night.  But  in  no  case 
did  the  police  declare  that  they  had  sur- 
prised a  meeting,  and  the  evidence  seems 
to  be  utterly  worthless  when  the  Com- 


mittee remembers  that  the  Land  League 
was  then  in  full  swing,  and  that  the 
people,  even  if  the  evidence  were  true, 
might  simply  have  been  coming  from 
Land  League  meetings.  [Interruption.'] 
Well,  Sir,  it  is  very  difficult  for  any  Mem- 
ber to  put  a  case  clearly  and  succinctly 
before  the  Committee  when  there  is  so 
much  interruption  ;  and  I  will  only  add 
that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  really  desires  to 
do  justice  in  this  matter,  I  shall  be 
happy  to  place  a  copy  of  my  Memorial 
in  his  hands  for  his  perusal.  I  am  not 
afraid  of  the  most  thorough  investiga- 
tion of  the  case,  for  I  have  got  dates 
and  facts  for  every  one  of  the  statements 
contained  in  my  Memorial  and  in  my 
speech  to-night.  Then,  again,  with  re- 
gard to  this  **Cro8smaglen  Book."  This 
'*Book"  professes  to  be  a  record  of  the 
proceedings  of  this  secret  society,  and  it 
was  used  by  the  Crown  as  such.  But  it 
is  not  a  book  of  minutes  in  any  real 
sense  of  the  word.  It  is  hard  to  un- 
derstand from  its  contents  whether  a 
meeting  was  held  at  all ;  indeed,  it  con- 
tains the  most  absurd  contradictions. 
Either  the  evidence  of  Duffy  was  false, 
or  the  evidence  of  the  **Book"  was 
false.  Dufly  swore  that  he  had  been 
expelled  from  the  conspiracy,  yet  no 
accoimt  of  his  ever  having  been  present 
at  any  meetings  is  given  in  the  *^  Book  " 
until — [Interruption.']    Mr.  Courtney,  I 

maintain 

Mr.  BIGGAR  (Cavan,  W.)  :  Mr. 
Courtney,  I  beg  to  move  that  you  do 
report  Progress  and  ask  leave  to  sit 
again.  I  may  explain  that  my  object 
in  making  this  Motion  is  not  to  stop  the 
proceedings  of  the  Committee,  but  to 
ascertain,  if  possible,  whether  or  not  it 
is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  de- 
sirable that  these  Estimates  should  be 
properly  discussed.  If  the  Votes  are  to 
be  discussed  at  all,  they  ought  to  be  dis- 
cussed in  such  a  manner  that  each  Mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  shall  have  an 
opportunity  of  hearing  the  arguments 
advanced  on  one  side  and  on  the  other. 
A  large  majority  of  the  Members  of  the 
present  Committee  appear  to  be  deter- 
mined that  our  arguments  shall  not  be 
heard.  I  appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  to  use  his 
influence  with  his  supporters  to  induce 
them  to  give  a  reasonable  amount  of 
attention    to  the  arguments  advanced 
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from  these  Benches,  and  to  allow  the 
Business  of  the  Committee  to  proceed 
in  a  proper  and  orderly  manner.  I  am 
prepared  to  withdraw  my  Motion  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  appeal  to  his 
followers  to  give  a  fair  hearing  to  the 
arguments  of  the  different  speakers  from 
these  Benches. 

Motion  made^  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro- 
gress, and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.'' — 
{3fr,  Biggar.^ 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  Michael  Hicks -Beach) 
(Bristol,  W.) :  Sir,  I  am  delighted  to 
hear  from  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Cavan  (Mr.  Biggar)  that,  in  his  opinion, 
it  is  desirable  that  these  Estimates 
should  be  discussed.  I  certainly  will 
at  once  respond  to  the  appeal  he  has 
addressed  to  me.  If  he  will  use  his  in- 
fluence with  his  Friends  in  order  to 
secure  that  desirable  end,  I  will  do  the 
same  with  my  Friends  behind  me. 

Mr.  E.  HARRINGTON  (Kerry.  W.) : 
I  shall  bo  obliged  to  support  the  Motion 
of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  West 
Cavan  (Mr.  Biggar).  I  do  not  think 
the  answer  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  is  at  all  suitable 
to  the  occasion.  It  is  a  positive  disgrace 
to  the  Committee  that  when  a  Gentle- 
man like  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Ossory  Division  of  the  Queen's  County 
(Mr.  W.  A.  Macdonald),  who  suffers 
from  an  infliction  which  alone  ought  to 
insure  him  more  than  ordinary  courtesy 
at  the  hands  of  hon.  Members,  is  ad- 
dressing the  Committee  and  trying  to 
gain  the  ear  of  this  hostile  Assembly, 
these  exhibitions,  which  I  will  not  cha- 
racterize as  I  should  like  for  fear  of 
incurring  your  displeasure,  should  be 
indulged  in.  [CriM  of  ** Agreed!"] 
No,  Sir,  we  are  not  agreed.  We  are 
only  agreed  upon  one  point,  and  that 
is  that  the  conduct  of  Gentleman  oppo- 
site is  disgraceful  and  unmanly  in  the 
extreme.  We  are  agreed  that  it  is  not 
decent  that  this  conduct  should  continue; 
we  are  agreed  to  enter  a  strong  and 
emphatic  protest  against  it;  and,  further- 
more, we  upon  these  Benches  are  agreed 
that  we  shall  be  heard,  and  that  we 
shall  make  ourselves  heard  as  long  as 
we  are  in  this  House. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  It  is  my  duty  to 
secure  a  hearing  for  each  Member.  The 

Mr.  Biggar 


hon.  Gentleman  is  not  entitled  to  threaten 
the  Committee. 

Mr.  E.  HARRINGTON :  Perhaps  I 
may  explain  that  I  intended  no  dis- 
respect to  the  Chair 

The  chairman  :  I  endeavoured  to 
point  out  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  must 
not  threaten  the  Committee.  I  did  not 
suggest  he  was  disrespectful  to  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  E.  HARRINGTON:  I  did  not 
intend  to  convey  any  threat  to  the  Chair. 
What  I  wish  to  say  is  that  we  are  within 
our  right  and  privilege  in  speaking  on 
matters  affecting  the  lives  and  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people  who  sent  us  here.  Saj 
they  are  convicts,  thieves,  robbers;  saj 
they  sympathize  with  crime  and  out- 
rage; you  have  given  them  the  fran- 
chise, and  they  have  sent  us  here  as 
their  Representatives.  We  have  come 
here  to  represent  the  Irish  people,  three- 
fourths  of  whom  believe  in  the  innocence 
of  these  men.  And,  on  the  point  of 
Order,  I  maintain  it  is  right  and  just 
that  men  speaking  in  this  House  in  ad- 
vocacy of  the  claims  of  these  prisoners 
should  be  listened  to  with  respect.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
Ossory  Division  of  the  Queen's  County 
(Mr.  W.  A.  Macdonald)  especially  ought 
to  be  listened  to  with  respect ;  indeed, 
I  should  be  ashamed  of  myself  if  I  were 
guilty  of  discourtesy  to  any  hon.  Mem- 
ber on  that  side  of  the  House  similarly 
afflicted. 

Mr.  CRILLY  (Mayo,  N.) :  I  wish  to 
support  the  Motion  to  report  Progress, 
and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  best 
way  to  make  progress  is  to  allow  Irish 
Members  to  make  their  statements.  I, 
for  one,  represent  a  constituency  in 
which  one  of  these  phantom  conspi- 
racies is  said  to  have  existed.  [  Cri$9  •f 
'* Divide!"]  This  is  the  first  oppor- 
tunity I  have  met  with  of  contesting 
that  imputation,  and  I  intend  to  use  my 

Srivileges,  as  a  Member  of  the  House  of 
ommons,  in  reference  to  the  subject. 
I  shall  do  so  as  strongly  as  I  can,  be- 
cause I  was  sent  here  to  represent  the 
cause  of  these  unfortunate  men.  I  can 
assure  the  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord 
Randolph  Churchill)  that  the  easiest 
way  in  which  these  Estimates  can  be 
obtained  will  be  by  his  obtaining  silence 
on  the  Opposite  Benches  for  a  short 
time. 

Sib  MICHAEL  HIOES-BEAOH :  I 
think  the  indulgence  of  the  Oomoiittae 
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ought  to  be  extended  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  Ossory  Division  of  the 
Queen's  County,  and  I  hope  that  it  will 
be  extended  to  him.  I  regret  that  these 
interruptions  should  have  occurred  ;  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  we  have  had  a  long 
discussion,  and  I  trust  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers will  see  the  propriety  of  bringing 
it  to  an  end  as  speedily  as  possible,  in 
order  that  progress  may  be  made  with 
other  Business. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.,  and  Sligo 
S.)  :  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  discussion 
on  the  Estimates  should  proceed  as 
quickly  as  possible,  and  without  inter- 
ruption from  these  interludes.  My  hon. 
Priend  also  agrees  that  the  Estimates 
should  be  discussed  with  a  due  regard  to 
despatch ;  but  surely  such  a  declaration 
is  premature  from  me,  seeing  that  the 
various  questions  I  have  put  in  the 
course  of  the  evening  have  received  no 
answer.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
had  several  questions  put  to  him  earlier 
in  the  discussion,  to  which,  although  I 
have  been  awaiting  an  answer,  I  have 
received  none.  My  questions  related  to 
the  administration  of  the  Arms  Act  in 
Belfast  and  Derry,  and  to  the  ammuni- 
tion supplied  to  the  Kifle  Clubs  in 
Belfast. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH :  I 
rose  to  answer  the  questions  of  the  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Sexton) ;  but  I  observed 
that,  unfortunately,  he  was  not  in  his 
place,  and,  therefore,  seeing  that  the 
subject  which  has  been  discussed  is 
entirely  apart  from  the  questions  he  has 
raised,  I  think  it  better  to  reply  to  them 
at  a  later  period. 

Dr.  TANNER(CorkCo.,  Mid):  I  think 
this  delay  has  emanated  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  In  answer  to  the  state- 
ment of  my  hon.  Friend,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  gets  up  and  states  that  he  is 
glad  that  the  Estimates  will  be  discussed 
with  despatch.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man says  now,  with  a  smile,  that  he  will 
tell  hon.  Members  on  the  opposite 
Benches  to  keep  quiet,  if  we  go  on  in 
order  and  discuss  the  Estimates  as  he 
wishes  them  to  be  discussed.  Of  course, 
it  is  easy  to  understand  that  Parties  on 
opposite  sides  of  the  House  will  not  dis- 
cuss those  Estimates  in  exactly  the  same 
way  and  with  the  same  views. 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  wandering  from  the  question 
before  the  Committee. 


Dr.  TANNEE  :  I  was  speaking,  Sir, 
with  respect  to  the  Motion  to  report 
Progress,  which,  as  I  understand,  is  at 
the  present  time  before  the  Committee. 
I  certainly  think  that  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  out  of  place  as 
coming  from  a  Gentleman  of  so  exalted 
a  position  in  the  House.  I  sincerely 
trust  that  we  may  be  able  to  take  up  the 
Estimates  in  their  proper  order,  and  I 
hope  that  the  conduct  of  hon.  Members 
opposite  which  has  brought  about  this 
Motion  for  Progress  will  not  be  persevered 
in,  because  the  interruptions  complained 
of  must,  I  know,  be  disagreeable  to  you, 
and  to  every  Member  of  the  Committee ; 
and,  finally,  I  hope  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  will  withdraw  words  which 
can  omy  be  regarded  as  a  threat. 

Mr.  BIGG AB:  lamwilliogtoaskleave 
to  withdraw  my  Motion  for  two  reasons — 
one  being  the  appeal  made  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  give  a  fair  hearing 
to  the  arguments  adduced  by  hon.  Mem- 
bers on  this  side  of  the  House ;  and,  in 
the  next  place,  because  you  have  said, 
Mr.  Courtney,  that  it  is  your  duty  to 
keep  order  in  the  Committee.  I  would 
point  out  to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
that  when  they  interrupt  a  speaker, 
their  disrespect  is  shown  not  alone  to  the 
Member  speaking,  but  to  the  Chair ; 
and,  further,  having  had  some  years 
experience  in  this  House,  I  may  remind 
hon.  Gentlemen  that  when  we  on  these 
Benches  were  a  much  smaller  Party  than 
we  are  now,  we  nevertheless  insisted  on 
making  ourselves  heard.  I  wish  hon. 
Members  opposite  to  understand  that 
these  interruptions  do  not  avail,  and  that 
they  will  be  of  no  assistance  to  the  Go- 
vernment, whom  they  think  they  are 
supporting  by  their  conduct.  With 
these  observations  I  ask  leave  to  with- 
draw my  Motion  that  you  report  Pro- 
gress.    [**No,  no! "] 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  W.  a.  MACDONALD:  Mr. 
Courtney,  I  ask  no  favour  from  this 
House.  I  simply  ask  for  justice,  and  I 
should  never  have  entered  this  House 
if  I  had  believed  that  I  should  not 
be  able  to  discharge  my  duty  to  my 
constituents.  I  have  endeavoured  to 
point  out  that  there  were  some  most 
important  inconsistencies  between  the 
statements  of  the  informer  Duffy  and 
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the  entries  in  the  ^'Orossmaglen 
Book."  The  man  swore  that  he  was 
expelled  in  April,  but  the  '^  Book  "  did 
not  record  his  name,  as  present  at  a 
meeting,  until  July  of  the  same  year. 
It  was  distinctly  stated  that  this  man 
was  deliberately  sworn  and  employed  to 
murder  Mr.  Brooks;  but  the  statements 
on  this  subject  are  absolutely  inconsistent 
the  one  with  the  other.  But  a  confirma- 
tion of  the  view  I  have  taken  is  to  be 
found  in  the  action  of  the  Government, 
who  released  one  of  the  prisoners  named 
Smith.  This  man  was  released  three 
months  after  he  was  condemned  to  10 
years'  penal  servitude,  and  the  then  Chief 
Secretary  (Mr.  Trevelyan),  in  this  House, 
declared  that  the  reason  why  he  was 
released  was  that  he  was  extremely  ill 
— in  fact,  that  he  was  on  the  point  of 
dying.  At  that  time,  another  poor  man 
was  actually  allowed  to  die  in  prison, 
and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
his  death  was  hastened  by  his  suffering 
in  prison  before  he  was  tried.  But  what 
did  Smith  do  after  he  was  released ;  did 
he  make  no  effort  on  behalf  of  those  who 
suffered  with  him  ?  On  the  contrary,  he 
went  to  a  magistrate,  and  made  a  state- 
ment, in  which  he  said  that  the  ''  Book" 
was  a  fabrication ;  that  he  and  the  other 
four  prisoners,  who  were  tried  in  the 
same  batch,  absolutely  refused  to  plead 
guilty,  although  extraordinary  efforts 
were  made  to  make  them  do  so,  and 
although  they  were  told  that  if  they 
did,  they  would  get  off  with  one  month's 
imprisonment.  Is  that  the  action  of 
men  who  were  guilty  ?  No ;  it  is  the 
action  of  men  who  knew  they  were  in- 
nocent. If  the  Government  will  look 
into  the  records  of  the  case  in  Dublin 
Castle,  they  will  see  their  utterly  un- 
satisfactory character,  and,  I  believe, 
will  do  justice  to  these  men.  They  will 
see  that  they  have  been  already  three 
years  and  a-half  in  prison  for  a  con- 
spiracy by  which  no  one  was  injured, 
and  that,  therefore,  they  might  be  re- 
leased ;  or,  if  they  do  not  like  to  take  this 
course,  they  may  institute  an  inquiry 
into  the  whole  case,  which  will  show 
that  the  '^  Crossmaglen  Book"  is  a 
fabrication.  I  have  no  wish  to  detain 
the  Committee  further  than  to  say  that 
I  do  not  think  this  shouting  down  of 
Members,  and  interrupting  one  who 
came  down  late,  not  knowing  that  this 
case  would  be  brought  on  this  evening, 
is  calculated  to  raise  the  Party  opposite 

Mr.  W  A,  Macdonald 


in  the  eyes  of  the  people  of  Ireland  who 
are  deeply  interested  in  this  case. 

Mr.  J.  NOLAN  (Louth,  N.) :  I  wish 
to  say  that  I  regard  with  serious  con- 
cern any  attempt  made  on  either  side  of 
the  House  to  prevent  Members  being 
heard,  as  tending  to  lower  the  tone  of 
discussion— because  this  Assembly  has  a 
high  character  to  maintain  in  the  eyes 
of  the  civilized  world.  As  an  Irishman, 
I  am  sincere  in  saying  that  I  am  ex- 
tremely anxious  that  the  character  of  thii 
Assembly  should  be  kept  up ;  and,  par- 
ticularly, because  a  number  of  my  Col- 
leagues present  are  likely  to  carry  away 
with  them  the  manners  which  they  learn 
in  this  House,  and  I  desire  that  the 
character  of  the  future  Parliament  of 
Ireland  should  be  a  very  high  one.  I 
find  myself  generally  in  accord  with  my 
hon.  Colleagues  on  this  side  of  the 
House;  but  I  am  not  able  entirely  to 
agree  with  a  remark  which  fell  from  one 
of  my  hon.  Friends,  who  said  that  if  this 
inquiry  were  not  granted,  the  trust  of 
the  Irish  people  in  the  law  would  be 
considerably  lowered.  Now,  I  respect- 
fully submit  that  that  would  be  impos- 
sible, because  the  confidence  of  the  Irish 
people  in  the  administration  of  the  law 
in  Ireland  is  now  at  a  very  low  ebb.  I 
remember  a  story  of  an  English  gentle- 
man who,  riding  through  the  streets  of 
Dublin,  saw  11  statues  on  one  of  the 
public  buildings,  and  asking  whom  they 
represented,  the  cardriver  said  they 
were  ^*  Statues  of  the  Apostles.  There 
were  twelve  of  them,"  he  said ;  ''but  the 
Government  were  short  of  witnesses  on 
a  Crown  trial  going  on  at  Cork,  so  they 
took  Judas  Iscariot  down  and  sent  him 
there."  From  the  conduct  of  the  Govem- 
ment  in  the  course  of  this  discussion  I 
do  not  think  it  likely  that  they  will  turn 
a  friendly  ear  to  our  complaint;  and 
knowing  that,  I  am  afraid  that  when  we 
go  to  a  division  we  shall  be  in  the  mi- 
nority. At  the  same  time,  I  am  not 
quite  deserted  by  hope.  In  the  first 
place,  we  have  at  the  head  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  in  this  Hoase  a 
noble  Lord  who  has,  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, shown  himself  to  be  active  in  ob- 
taining justice  for  a  poor  prisoner,  and 
I  have  heard  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  spoken  of 
by  my  senior  Colleagues  in  our  Party  as 
a  Gentleman  distinguished  for  courtesy 
and  kindness.  Therefore  I  am  en- 
couraged to  hope  that  they  will  make 
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a  favourable  response  to  our  appeal. 
[CWm  of  **  Divide  !  "]  If  hon.  Gentle- 
men who  think  that  this  debate  is  going 
on  too  long  will  only  take  into  considera- 
tion the  fact  that  we  are  pleading  for 
men  who  are  suffering  all  the  horrors  of 
penal  servitude,  I  think,  with  the  exer- 
cise of  a  little  humane  feeling,  they  would 
not  grudge  us  a  few  hours  of  debate. 
We  fully  believe  that  a  large  number  of 
these  men  are  suffering  in  innocence ; 
and  not  only  do  I  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  think  of  those  men  who 
are  thus  suffering,  but  also  to  think  of 
their  wives  and  children,  who  would  be, 
but  for  the  charity  of  their  friends, 
starving  or  in  the  workhouse.  I  was  in 
Ireland  during  the  Eecess,  and  I  became 
acquainted  there  with  the  case  of  one  of 
those  men  who  was  sworn  against  and 
transported,  and  whose  wife  was  lying 
at  the  point  of  death  with  a  family  of 
helpless  children  around  her ;  and,  as  I 
have  said,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
sympathy  and  charity  of  friends  they 
might  now  be  in  the  workhouse.  There 
is  an  important  matter  connected  with 
these  trials,  and  that  is  that  they  have 
all  a  sort  of  political  application.  I 
fully  recognize  that  it  would  be  neither 
expedient  nor  advisable  to  bring  before 
the  House  of  Commons  all  sorts  of  cases, 
and  ask  that  in  all  those  cases  the  ver- 
dicts should  be  revised;  but  here  we 
have  a  number  of  cases  of  the  same 
kind.  All  the  three  cases  which  have 
been  laid  before  the  Committee  are  cases 
in  which  prosecutions  have  been  insti- 
tuted on  the  ground  of  conspiracy,  and 
means  have  been  resorted  to  in  order  to 
procure  convictions  in  which,  rightly  or 
wrongly,  the  Irish  people  have  no  con- 
fidence, but  look  upon  them  with  the 
greatest  amount  of  suspicion.  My  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  South  Tyrone 
(Mr.  T.  W.  Russell),  in  the  course  of  his 
speech,  stated  to  the  House  that  the 
Judge  in  each  of  the  trials  was  careful 
to  explain  to  the  jury  that  no  attention 
was  to  be  paid  to  the  evidence  of  an  in- 
former. One  of  the  witnesses  in  this 
case  is  well  known  to  be  a  perjured  in- 
former, and  a  juryman  in  connection 
with  the  case  stated  that  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  he  should 
have  acquitted  the  prisoner  if  it  had 
been  proved  that  two  informers  had 
an  opportunity  of  communicating  with 
each  other  while  in  the  hands  of  the 
poUce. 


Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  8.): 
What  I  said  was  that  the  Judge  was 
careful  in  each  case  to  tell  the  jury  that 
unless  the  informer's  evidence  was  cor- 
roborated that  they  could  not  convict 
upon  it. 

Mb.  J.  NOLAN :  Here,  then,  we  have 
the  statement  that  had  it  not  been  for 
the  evidence  of  these  informers  the  con- 
viction of  the  prisoner  could  not  have 
taken  place.  This  is  simply  a  charge  of 
conspiracy  which  depends  entirely  upon 
the  perjured  evidence  of  informers,  and 
on  documents  which  would  not  be  re- 
ceived in  any  other  Court  than  that  in 
which  the  case  was  tried.  As  far  as  the 
gentleman  who  was  said  to  be  the  victim 
is  concerned,  I  may  say  that  I  knew  him 
when  I  was  a  boy,  and  I  can  assure  hon. 
Members,  from  my  knowledge  of  his 
character  and  from  what  I  have  heard 
of  his  character  in  the  district,  that  he 
would  be  the  last  man  that  these  people 
would  think  of  selecting  as  a  victim. 
[Cries  q/*  "  Divide !  *']  I  was  remark- 
mg  that  the  documentary  evidence  given 
in  connection  with  this  trial  would  be 
looked  upon  as  unworthy  of  confidence 
in  any  other  Court  than  that  in  which 
the  case  was  tried ;  and  in  connection 
with  this  case  I  may  say  that  these  men, 
who  were  Catholics,  were  taken  away  from 
their  native  county  and  tried  by  a  Belfast 
jury  composed  of  Irish  Nonconformists 
and  Protestants.  When  I  regard  these 
matters,  I  look  with  a  feeling  of  heart- 
sickness  on  the  miserable  state  of  the 
people  in  Ireland,  and  I  hold  that  no 
man  in  his  senses  would  say  that  an 
Irish  Catholic  peasant  could  have  a  fair 
chance  before  a  jury  composed  of  men 
under  the  influence  of  the  Party  spirit 
which  animates  them,  and  which  is  con- 
tinually inciting  them  to  strife  with  their 
fellow-men.  These  were  the  kind  of 
jurymen  selected  to  try  the  Crossmaglen 
and  the  Barbavilla  prisoners ;  and  if  it 
were  for  no  other  consideration  than 
that,  I  should  think  that  the  Gentleman 
responsible  for  the  administration  of 
justice  in  Ireland  ought  to  reconsider 
these  cases.  If  he  does,  I  venture  to 
say  that  not  only  will  he  be  doing  an  act 
which  will  approve  itself  to  his  con- 
science in  future  years,  but  he  will  be 
the  means  of  raising  a  weight  of  grief 
from  the  hearts  of  many  humble  men 
and  women  in  Ireland. 

Mb.  CRILLY  (who,  on  rising,  was  met 
by  cries  of  '^Divide!")  said :  I  can  quite 
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understand  the  impatience  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite,  and  I  should  scarcely  have 
intervened  at  this  period  of  the  discus- 
sion if  it  were  not  that  I  desire,  as  the 
Representative  of  a  constituency  in  which 
one  of  these  conspiracies  is  alleged  to 
have  existed,  to  express,  on  my  own 
part  and  that  of  my  constituency,  the 
belief  that  it  is  a  thing  of  necessity  to 
have  an  impartial  inquiry  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  conspirators  were 
convicted,  and  into  the  nature  of  the 
evidence  upon  which  these  prisoners 
were  sent  to  penal  servitude.  In  course 
of  time  much  has  been  said  in  this 
House  with  reference  to  these  cases,  but 
very  little  has  been  said,  hitherto,  in 
reference  to  these  particular  prisoners 
charged  in  connection  with  the  alleged 
conspiracy  in  Mayo ;  and  I  wish,  Sir,  on 
this,  the  first  opportunity  I  have,  to  ex- 
press a  hope  that  the  desire  we  Irish 
Members  entertain  will  be  met  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  We  have  reason 
to  put  forward  our  request,  because  we 
have  evidence  in  the  past  that  many 
wrongful  convictions  have  taken  place  in 
Ireland.  We  have  the  case  of  Brian 
Kilmartin,  with  which  the  House  is 
familiar.  Into  that  case  an  inquiry  was 
instituted ;  and  though  the  man  had 
been  sentenced  to  penal  servitude  for 
life,  it  was  found  that  the  evidence  on 
which  he  was  convicted  was  false  and 
unreliable,  and  he  was  at  once  released. 
In  the  case  of  the  Mayo  conspiracy,  the 
men  were  only  sentenced  to  penal  servi- 
tude for  10  years  and  under ;  and  it  is 
fair  to  assume  that  if,  in  the  case  of 
Brian  Kilmartin,  it  was  shown  that  the 
evidence  was  false,  there  is,  at  all  events, 
a  strong  possibility  that,  in  the  event  of 
an  inquiry  taking  place,  the  evidence  on 
which  the  men  of  whom  I  am  speaking 
were  convicted  would  be  shown  to  be 
equally  false.  But  we  have  other  evi- 
dence, which  goes  to  show  that  we  are 
entitled  to  make  this  request,  and  that 
we  can  reasonably  hope  from  the  Front 
Treasury  Bench  for  sympathy  with  the 
efforts  we  are  making  to  obtain  an  in- 
quiry. Why,  in  1884,  the  noble  Lord 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Lord 
Eandolph  Churchill)  voted  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Cork  (Mr. 
Pamell)  for  a  free  and  full  inquiry  into 
the  cases  wo  desire  to  have  inquired  into 
now,  and  we  find  that  the  same  noble 
Lord,  referring  to  this  question  of  the 
guilt  or  innocence  of  the  various  pri- 

Mr.  CriUy 


soners  undergoing  penal  Bervitude  in 
Ireland,  described  it  as  "  this  most  diffi- 
cult and  anxious  question.''  We  find 
that  another  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  present  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  (Sir  John  Gorst),  who  was 
then  Solicitor  General,  declared,  in  re- 
ference to  one  of  these  cases,  "  that  there 
were  elements  in  it  which  demanded  far- 
ther investigation  and  inquiry."  We, 
Sir,  who  represent  in  this  Parliament  the 
county  of  Mayo,  and  who  are  familiar 
with  the  facts  of  this  case — we  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  surroundings  of  this 
alleged  conspiracy — declare  that  from 
our  examination  of  the  case  we  are  con- 
vinced that  there  are  elements — [Criei 
(/"Divide!"  and  interruption,']  1  pre- 
sume we  shall  divide  when  hon.  Gentle- 
men on  these  Benches  have  finished 
their  observations.  I  do  not  desire,  in 
view  of  the  impatience  of  the  Commit- 
tee, and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  my  Col- 
leagues in  the  representation  of  Mayo 
have  already  spoken,  to  detain  the  Com- 
mittee at  any  great  length  ;  but  I  desire 
to  join  other  Irish  Members  in  express- 
ing the  belief  that  the  Government  ought 
to  grant  the  inquiry  demanded.  I  de- 
sire to  supplement  what  has  been  said 
by  my  Colleagues  in  the  representation 
of  the  county  by  declaring  that  the  cha- 
racters of  these  men  who  are  now  suffer- 
ing penal  servitude  for  this  alleged  con- 
spiracy, which  we  consider  a  phantom 
conspiracy,  are  as  eminently  respectable 
as  those  of  any  men  in  Ireland.  So  re- 
spectable is  one  of  these  men — Mr.  P. 
W.  Nally— that  at  the  last  Election  it 
was  a  question  whether  he  should  not 
have  given  to  him  the  representation  in 
this  House  of  his  native  county.  On  his 
trial,  Mr.  Tighe,  who  is  not  associated 
at  all  with  the  National  Party,  who  is  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Mayo  and  Sliffo, 
and  who  is  High  Sheriff  of  Majo,  de- 
clared that  Mr.  Nally  had  always  been, 
so  far  as  he  knew,  an  industrious  and 
respectable  member  of  society.  So  high 
a  character  did  he  bear,  even  in  the  eyes 
of  those  who  were  responsible  for  the 
maintenance  of  law  and  order  in  Mayo« 
that  the  warrant  which  had  been  issued 
from  Dublin  Castle  for  his  arrest  under 
tho  Coercion  Act  was  cancelled,  and  he 
was  permitted  in  his  own  county  of 
Mayo  to  hold  •a  licence  for  the  carrying 
of  arms.  Is  it  at  all  likely  that  a  man 
who  held  this  character  in  the  eyes  of 
those  who  were  admittedly  opposed  to 
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liiixi  in  liis  native  county  would  be  asso- 
ciated with  this  conspiracy  ? — this  con- 
spiracy which,  we  hold,  only  had  existence 
in  the  imagination  of  the  informer  Cole- 
man, on  whose  evidence  these  men  were 
sent  to  penal  servitude.  I  myself  am 
personally  acquainted  with  the  relatives 
of  another  of  these  prisoners,  who,  like 
Mr.  Nally,  occupied  a  high  position  in 
the  county.  I  desire  to  express  my  con- 
viction that  this  conspiracy  never  existed 
at  all,  and  that  nothing  would  have  been 
heard  of  it,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
desire  of  the  informer  Coleman  to  obtain 
some  of  the  gold  which  he  had  seen  so 
plentifully  distributed  in  Ireland  in 
1881-2-3.  I  desire  to  endorse  the  hope 
that  the  request  made  from  these  Benches 
for  an  impartial  and  full  inquiry  will  be 
granted,  or,  at  all  events,  that  these  men 
whom  we  believe  are  the  victims  of  a 
vicious  system  of  government  in  Ireland 
will  be  released,  and  no  longer  submitted 
to  the  ignominy  of  penal  servitude. 

Sir  WHITTAKER  ELLIS  (Surrey, 
Kingston) :  I  rise  with  great  diffidence 
to  address  the  Committee  on  this  occa- 
sion. But,  Sir,  what  I  feel  is  that  this 
Committee  should  entertain  some  respect 
for  the  regulations  which  govern  public 
discussion.  Now,  it  has  been  my  duty 
to  preside  over  many  public  assemblies, 
and  the  first  duty  of  those  who  preside 
over  public  assemblies  is  to  insist  that 
the  question  at  issue  shall  be  spoken 
to— [(7riM  of  **  Order !  "  and  **  Chair  !  "] 

The  chairman  :  I  am  afraid  the 
hon.  Member  is  departing  from  his  first 
rule. 

Sir  WHITTAKER  ELLIS  again 
rose— [CriV«  of  **  Order!  "] 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  Order,  order ! 
The  Question  before  the  Committee  is 
the  Vote  for  the  Chief  Secretary's  Offi(  e. 
The  hon.  Member  is  not  discussing  that 
Vote. 

Sir  WHITTAKER  ELLIS :  I  sub- 
mit to  your  ruling,  Sir.  I  submit  that 
the  Question  before  the  Committee  is  a 
very  simple  one.  The  subject,  I  believe, 
is  in  one  line,  ^'Salaries,  Wages,  and 
Allowances."  Well,  I  must  say  that  I 
have  sat  in  this  House  this  evening  now 
for  many  hours,  and  have  hardly  heard 
one  word  upon  that  Question.  I  have 
hardly  ever  heard  it  touched  upon,  and 
my  ouly  object  in  now  rising  is  to  ask 
you,  Sir,  whether  we  are  adhering  to  the 
Question  under  discussion?  [** Order, 
order!"] 

VOL.   CCCIX.    [third  series.] 


The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  must  again  re- 
mind the  hon.  Member  that  he  is  entirely 
out  of  Order.  He  must  not  continue  in 
that  strain. 

Sir  WHITTAKER  ELLIS  :  After 
your  ruling.  Sir,  I  certainly  will  not 
endeavour  to  address  the  Committee 
again.  All  I  ask  hon.  Gentlemen  below 
the  Gangway  opposite  is  to  adhere  to  the 
Question  before  the  Committee.  [  *  *  Order, 
order!"] 

Mr.  SHEEHY  (Gal way,  S.) :  I  would 
submit  a  case  to  the  Committee  which  I 
conceive  to  be  pertinent  to  this  Vote;  and 
I  trust  that  the  course  I  am  taking  will 
meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland.  The  case  I  wish  to  bring  be- 
fore the  Committee  is  that  of  the  Wood- 
ford evictions,  and  that  of  the  police  who 
attended  them 

The  chairman  :  If  I  understand 
the  hon.  Member  aright,  he  is  going  to 
remark  upon  the  conduct  of  the  police  in 
reference  to  evictions.  I  would  point 
out  to  him  that  those  observations 
should  be  made  upon  the  Constabulary 
Vote. 

Mr.  SHEEHY :  What  I  wish  to  do 
is  to  call  attention  to  the  immense  loss 
which  the  State  has  to  bear  owing  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  Government  permit 
the  police  to  be  employed. 

The  chairman  :  In  that  case  the 
hon.  Member  must  reserve  his  observa- 
tions until  we  reach  the  Police  Vote. 

Mr.  SHEEHY:  There  is  another 
matter  in  connection  with  this  Gal  way 
business  upon  which  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  Govern- 
ment Benches  to  give  us  some  satisfac- 
tory answer.  It  is  with  regard  to  the 
men  who  were  arrested  at  these  evictions, 
and  were  returned  for  trial. 

The  chairman  :  Those  observa- 
tions should  be  made  on  the  Vote  for 
Criminal  Prosecutions  and  other  Law 
Charges. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOR  (Tipperary,  S.) : 
I  will  endeavour  to  satisfy  the  hon. 
Baronet  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
(Sir  Whittaker  Ellis)  by  confining  my- 
self to  advancing  reasons  why  this  Vote 
should  be  questioned.  I  believe  that  the 
Vote  is  for  the  salaries  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  and  other  officials.  We  were 
advised  that  we  could  raise  the  points 
which  have  been  adverted  to  to-night 
on  this  Vote  for  the  Chief  Secretary's 
salary  and  his  Office.    In  doing  so  we 
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have  been  perfectly  in  Order.  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attor- 
ney General  for  Ireland  himself  took 
part  in  the  discussion,  and  in  doing  so 
he  also  was  perfectly  in  Order.  In  the 
course  of  his  statement  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  made  some  very 
strong  observations,  one  of  the  strongest 
being  that  in  which  he  deprecated  our 
action  in  bringing  forward  the  cases 
which  we  have  asked  the  Committee  to 
oonsider.  He  said  that  if  we  were  to 
investigate  these  cases  here — [Crtw  of 
"  Divide ! "]  I  think  some  hon. 
Members  of  this  House  have  brought 
with  them  here  some  of  the  manners 
of  the  hustings.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  gave  as  a  reason 
why  we  should  not  refer  to  these  cases 
that  if  we  went  on  discussing  such 
matters  the  Estimates  would  never  be 
passed.  Well,  Sir,  all  I  have  to  say 
about  that  is,  that  it  would  be  a  very 
serious  thing  if  the  Army  and  Navy  were 
deprived  of  their  supplies.  It  would  be 
a  very  serious  thing  if  the  Navy  were 
checked  in  the  prosecution  of  its  scien- 
tific work  ;  it  would  be  a  serious  matter 
if  the  Army  were  left  without  its  neces- 
sary supplies ;  but.  Sir,  serious  as  these 
things  would  be,  it  is  a  far  more  serious 
matter  to  us  that  there  are  innocent  men 
suffering  at  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  is  a  most  serious  matter  to  the 
people  of  Ireland,  and  to  the  families  of 
these  men  who  are  suffering,  if,  by  means 
which  have  been  condemned  by  hon. 
Members  in  this  House,  some  of  our 
fellow-countrymen  and  constituents  are 
wrongfully  imprisoned  in  British  dun- 
geons. Amongst  other  things  stated  by 
the  riffht  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
was  this — that  Members  from  this  side 
of  the  House  have  advanced  arguments 
which  should  have  been  addressed  to 
the  jury.  Well,  these  arguments  were 
addressed  to  the  jury.  These  arguments 
were  addressed  to  more  than  one  jury 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  inno- 
cence of  these  men ;  and  if  we  ask  this 
Committee  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  on 
the  Government  to  institute  an  inquiry, 
what  arguments  can  we  bring  forward 
except  those  that  will  establish  the  inno- 
cence of  the  prisoners,  and  those  that 
will  establish  the  right  and  justice  of 
the  demand  which  we  make  for  an  in- 
quiry? But,  Sir,  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  said  that  we  should 
not  be  justified  in  advancing  these  ai'gu- 
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ments,  unless  something  new  had  trans- 
pired since  the  time  of  the  trial.  Well, 
Sir,  something  new  has  transpired  since 
the  time  of  the  trial.  I  will  not  trouble 
the  Committee  by  again  repeating  the 
recantation  which  has  been  quoted  so 
often  to-night  already ;  but  there  are  a 
few  lines  which  are  quite  new,  which 
have  transpired  since  the  trials  took 
place,  and  they  are  these.  One  of  the 
jurors  who  were  responsible  for  the  con- 
viction of  these  men  said  to  the  reverend 
gentleman  whose  name  has  been  men- 
tioned in  the  course  of  this  debate— 

"  I  have  no  hesitation  in  sayinf  that  I  should 
have  acquitted  the  prisoners  if  it  had  been 
proved  on  their  behalf  that  the  M'Keomt, 
the  two  chief  witnesses,  had  had  an  opportunity 
of  communicating  with  one  another  while  in 
the  hands  of  the  police.*' 

Well,  Sir,  in  reference  to  this  matter 
the  Judge  said — 

<<  To  insinuate  that  the  M*Ke<ms  had  inter- 
views whilst  in  the  hands  of  the  police  is  to 
insinuate  that  the  very  sources  of  justice  are 
polluted.*' 

It  has  been  proved  since,  and  it  has  been 
proved  in  this  House,  beyond  yea  or 
nay,  that  these  prisoners  had  interviews 
with  each  other,  and  that  it  was  in  col- 
lusion that  charges  were  maintained  and 
brought  home  to  the  prisoners  on  their 
trial.  These  are  new  points  since  the 
trial,  therefore  the  conditions  demanded 
by  the  right  hon.  and  learned  GenUe- 
man  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
are  fulfilled.  Then  we  have  a  right  to 
demand  an  inquiry.  We  have  been  told, 
also,  by  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman that  we  should  proceed  in  the 
ordinary  manner.  What  is  the  ordinary 
manner  ?  Does  he  mean  by  Memorial 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant?  Memorials 
have  been  prepared  and  presented; 
Memorials  have  always  been  prepared 
and  presented  in  such  cases;  out  they 
have  been  cast  aside  like  so  much  waste 
paper.  The  only  redress  left  to  nsis 
to  use  our  position  in  this  House  in 
order  to  press  the  Committee  to  urge 
upon  the  Government  that  there  is  a 
case  for  inquiry.  We  shall  rely  upon 
our  position  in  the  House  to  bring  that 
pressure  to  bear  upon  the  Gt)vemment. 
Have  the  prisoners  been  tried  in  the 
ordinary  way?  Have  they  been  con- 
demned in  the  ordinary  way?  [**  Yes!  "1 
No ;  they  have  not.  They  were  not  tried 
or  condemned  under  the  ordinary 
law  ;  they  were  tried  and  condemned 
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under  an  extraordinary  law.  What 
was  that  extraordinary  law?  It 
was  that  commonly  known  as  the 
Grimes  Act;  and  what  was  the  opera- 
tion pursued  under  the  terms  of  the 
Crimes  Act?  Why,  money  was  scat- 
tered broadcast  over  the  land;  witnesses 
were  subpoBned  and  paid  for ;  men  were 
terrorizea  into  coming  into  the  witness- 
box  ;  juries  were  packed  ;  honest  jurors 
were  put  on  one  side  owing  to  their  re- 
ligious or  political  opinions;  and  by  these 
means  convictions  were  obtained.  There 
was,  Sir,  at  that  time  a  white  terror 
spread  over  the  land;  and  perhaps  it 
may  not  be  out  of  place  if,  in  order  to 
illustrate  the  condition  of  the  country 
at  that  time,  I  give  the  Committee  one 
of  my  own  personal  experiences  of  that 
white  terror  which  was  spread  over  the 
land.  My  experiences  of  one  of  the  many 
conspiracies  that  were  set  afloat  against 
myself  which,  if  they  had  been  carried 
out  to  their  utmost  point,  would  have 
effectually  been  a  bar  to  my  being  here 
to-night  to  plead  the  cause  of  these  inno- 
cent men,  who  were  found  guilty  by  the 
very  means  which  were  set  on  foot  in 
order  to  send  me  into  penal  servitude 
for  life,  if  not  to  the  gallows.  I  remem- 
ber at  one  period  of  my  life  to  have  been 
the  end,  aim,  and  object  of  three  conspi- 
racies at  the  same  time,  two  of  them  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  or  with  the 
cognizance  of  the  Government.  I  think 
I  told  the  Committee  or  the  House  on  a 
previous  occasion  how  I  had  to  come  be- 
fore a  secret  inquiry  under  the  Crimes 
Act. 

Mb.  BYEON  EEED  (Bradford,  E.): 
Mr.  Courtney,  1  rise  to  Order.  I  wish 
to  ask  whether  the  hon.  Member  is  in 
Order  in  narrating  to  the  Committee  his 
own  personal  experiences  under  this 
Vote? 

The  CHAIRMAN :  I  understand  that 
the  hon.  Gentleman  wishes  to  illustrate 
the  manner  in  which  these  trials  took 
place.  I  think  he  would  consult  the 
feeling  of  the  Committee,  and  would,  at 
the  same  time,  be  acting  very  judiciously, 
if  he  abbreviated  his  observations  on  this 
personal  matter. 

Me.  J.  O'CONNOE:  I  think.  Sir, 
you  will  find  that  in  the  remarks  I  shall 
address  to  the  Committee  I  shall  keep 
as  close  as  possible  to  the  point.  I  am 
endeavouring  to  illustrate  the  state  of 
things  which  prevailed  in  Ireland  during 
the  time  when  the  majority  of  these  pri- 


soners were  sent  into  penal  servitude.  I 
was  stating,  when  interrupted,  that  I  was 
brought  before  a  secret  inquiry.  I  was 
going  on  to  say  that  I  believed  the  rea- 
son of  that  was  that  it  was  thought  that 
I  could  give  some  information  to  the 
magistrates  in  regard  to  the  blowing  up 
of  certain  of  Her  Majesty's  buildings 
with  dynamite.  Well,  at  the  same  time 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  I  incurred 
the  censure  and  the  hostility  of  the  dyna- 
mitards  who  had  been  guilty  of  these 
outrages.  But  the  most  nefarious  con- 
spiracy of  all  that  was  set  on  foot  against 
me  was  on  the  part  of  a  man  whose 
name  has  often  been  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons.  It 
was  one  very  similar  in  nature  to  the 
conspiracy  set  on  foot  against  the  men 
whose  cause  we  are  pleading  here  to- 
night, and  one  which,  if  carried  out  to 
its  utmost  end,  would  have  sent  me 
either  to  the  gallows  or  to  penal  servi- 
tude for  life.  What  was  it?  Why,  the 
notorious  French,  whose  name  is  so 
familiar  in  this  House. 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  I  must  ask  the 
hon.  Member  to  discontinue  his  personal 
references,  and  to  deal  with  the  main 
subject. 

Me.  J.  O'CONNOE :  I  was  under  the 
impression.  Sir,  that  the  means  employed 
to  send  these  people  to  penal  servitude  by 
the  employment  of  informers  in  an  illegiti- 
mate manner  would  have  been  pertinent 
to  the  subj  ect.    If  French  is  employed — 

t** Order!"]— if  any  official  of  Her 
[ajesty's  Government  is  employed  to 
get  up  an  attack  upon  a  Judge, 
and  having  fired  on  the  Judge,  and 
killed  his  horses  and  overturned  his 
carriage,  and  having  provided  for  his 
escape,  incites  people  to  come  forward, 
puts  a  man  in  the  dock,  brings  informers 
together— [(7r»M  of  "Order,  order!"] 
I  am  dealing  with  an  historical  fact. 

The  CHAIEMAN :  But  it  is  quite 
wide  of  the  Question  before  the  Com- 
mittee. I  am  anxious  to  give  every 
indulgence  to  an  hon.  Member  who  is 
narrating  painful  personal  experiences ; 
but  I  must  say  that  the  hon.  Member 
is  travelling  very  wide  of  the  Question. 
I  must  ask  him  to  adhere  more  closely 
to  the  Vote. 

Me.  J.  O'CONNOE:  My  contention 
is  that  the  prisoners  in  the  Barbavilla 
and  Crossmaglen  cases  are  in  jail  be- 
cause they  are  the  victims  of  trumped- 
up  charges-charges  trumped  up  in  the 
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game  way  as  certain  people  endeavoured 
to  trump  up  charges  against  myself.  I 
was  to  have  been  placed  in  the  dock  just 
like  these  prisoners.  My  liberty  and 
life  were  to  have  been  placed  in  peril ; 
and  I  think,  Sir,  with  all  respect  to  your 
ruling,  it  would  be  well  that  I  should 
enlighten  the  Committee  by  describing 
my  own  experience  of  the  state  of  things 
which  existed  in  Ireland  at  the  very 
time  that  these  men  were  sent  into  penal 
servitude.  What  I  would  say  would 
illustrate  the  practices  pursued  by  Her 
Majestj^'s  Hepresentatives  in  Ireland ; 
and  I  hold,  Sir,  that  my  statement 
should  not  be  rejected  by  the  Committee, 
for  I  feel  convinced  that  it  would  go  far 
to  convince  the  Government  that  there  is 
a  case  for  inquiry  into  all  the  convictions 
for  conspiracy  which  have  been  referred 
to  in  the  course  of  this  discussion.  I 
believe  tbat  if  hon.  Members  would 
approach  this  subject  with  open  minds, 
nothing  could  go  farther  to  convince 
them  of  the  justice  of  the  demand  that  we 
are  making  than  such  a  case,  coming  from 
the  mouth  of  a  man  who  was  very  near 
being  made  the  victim  of  a  nefarious 
conspiracy  set  on  foot  in  the  name  of 
law  and  order.  Sir,  a  white  terror  was 
spread  over  the  land,  and  you  had  victims 
to  that  white  terror.  I  myself  know  that 
Poff  and  Barrett,  who  were  hanged  in 
Tralee,  were  the  victims  of  a  trumped-up 
charge.  I  investigated  that  case ;  I  saw 
the  people  concerned ;  and  I  know  that 
the  men  who  were  hauged  were  innocent 
of  the  crime  of  which  they  were  charged. 
I  know,  also,  that  Miles  Joyce  was  inno- 
cent of  the  crime  for  which  he  was 
hanged. 

The  CHAIEMAN:  I  have  already 
explained  that  reference  can  only  be 
made  to  persons  still  in  detention,  with 
respect  to  whom  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment are  under  liability  under  the  Vote 
in  question.  It  is  impossible,  under  this 
Vote,  to  enter  into  the  circumstances  of 
trials  which  have  resulted  in  conse- 
quences such  as  have  been  referred 
to,  where  the  Chief  Secretary  can  be  held 
in  no  way  responsible. 

Mb.  J.  O'CONNOR :  The  case  of 
Bryan  Kilmartin  has  been  referred  to 
in  this  debate.  He  was  released ;  but 
can  you  restore  life  to  a  man  that  you 
have  hanged  ?  You  could  restore  liberty 
to  Kilmartin,  and  what  were  the  circum- 
stances which  brought  about  his  release? 
A  man  was  on  his  death-bed  ;  he  made 
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a  confession  to  his  prieet ;  and  so  mneh 
respect  had  Her  Majesty's  Goyemment 
of  the  day  for  the  death -bed  repentance 
of  the  murderer,  so  much  respect  had 
they  for  the  sacred  functions  of  the 
Confessional,  that  it  was  sufficient  for  the 
Prime  Minister  of  that  day  to  stand  up 
in  his  place,  and  say  that  an  inquiry 
should  be  set  on  foot.  An  inquiry  was 
set  on  foot,  with  the  result  that  Kilmartin 
was  released.  But  you  cannot  give  baok 
life  to  Myles  Joyce  and  Francy  Hynet. 
We  have  been  told  to  pursue  the  ordinary 
course — that  is,  to  appeal  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.  Pursue  the  ordinary  course ! 
As  though  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Grown 
pursued  the  ordinary  course  in  the  case 
of  those  convictions!  The  ordinary  course 
is  to  memorialize  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
and  we  are  told  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant^ 
in  the  first  instance,  acted  on  the  best 
legal  advice.  What  legal  advice  had 
he  ?  He  had  the  legal  advice  of  those 
who  procured  these  convictions  wrongs 
fully.  He  had  the  advice  of  the  Law 
Officers  and  the  Crown  Prosecutors  of 
the  day.  He  had  the  advice  of  Mr. 
Serjeant  O'Brien,  who  in  one  of  the 
Kerry  cases— and  here  I  must  refer  to 
a  name  that  you.  Sir,  forbade  me  to 
mention — congratulated  the  man  French 
the  notorious  character  who  has  since 
suffered  penal  servitude  for  a  most 
abominable  crime,  upon  having  **  steered 
the  case  very  close  to  the  wind." 
Serjeant  O'Brien,  who  is  listening  to 
this  debate  to-night,  having  come  over 
especially,  I  suppose,  to  hear  what  is  said 
in  order  to  defend  himself — Serjeant 
O'Brien  was  appealed  to,  no  doubt,  and 
Mr.  Bolton,  I  suppose,  and  all  the  other 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  the  men  who 
went  sneaking  into  the  cells,  and  told 
the  prisoners  that  if  they  did  not  give 
evidence  so-and-so  would,  and  that 
the  result  would  be  that  they — the  pri- 
soners they  were  intimidating — would  be 
hanged  by  the  neck  until  they  were 
dead ;  the  men  who  put  all  the  rotten 
machinery  of  the  Crimes  Act  into  opera- 
tion in  order  to  procure  convictions.  I 
have  not  dealt  with  many  political  cases 
— I  have  not  dealt  with  any.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  give  an  idea  of  the  gene- 
ral law  administration  of  Ireland,  as 
conducted  by  the  officers  of  the  Crown.  I 
had  intended  to  illustrate  what  I  meant 
by  personal  experience,  and  by  the  inti* 
mate  knowledge  of  the  country  I  had  at 
the  time.    I  was  retarded  and  checkad 
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to  some  extent;  but  still  I  trust  that 
this  demand  will  not  go  for  nothing.  I 
believe  that  irrefutable  and  convincing 
arguments  have  been  advanced  and  have 
been  placed  before  the  Government, 
who  know  as  much  about  these  cases  as 
do  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown  them- 
Belyes.  I  believe  a  good  case  for  in- 
quiry has  been  made  out,  and  I  trust 
the  Government  will  signalize  their 
period  of  Office,  be  it  short  or  long,  by 
doing  justice  in  these  cases.  It  is  only 
justice  we  demand — not  mercy  ;  and  if 
the  Government  give  it  to  us  I  believe 
it  will  strengthen  their  position.  I 
would  urge  them  to  yield  to  our  de- 
mand for  an  inquiry,  and  I  would  only 
Bay  to  them,  in  conclusion — *'Be  just 
and  fear  not." 

Mb.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.,  and 
Sligo  S.) :  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
reply  to  the  question  which  has  been 
put  to  him  with  regard  to  the  Arms  Act  ? 

The  chief  SECEETAEY  for  IRE- 
LAND  (Sir  Michael  Hicks -Beach) 
(Bristol,  W.) :  I  understood  that  a  reply 
was  asked  from  me  on  another  question, 
and  I  shall  be  happy  to  make  it  after 
the  subject  immediately  before  the  Com- 
mittee is  disposed  of. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  75 ; 
Noes  178:  Majority  103.— (Div.  List, 
No.  34.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS -BEACH: 
The  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr. 
Sexton)  raised  questions  Mrith  regard  to 
the  North  of  Ireland,  on  which  I  should 
like  to  address  a  few  words  to  the  Com- 
mittee. The  hon.  Gentleman  first  called 
attention  to  the  Proclamation  of  the  City 
of  Derry  and  the  town  of  Belfast  issued 
by  the  late  Government,  and  then  says 
the  Proclamation  was  allowed  to  exist 
without  being  carried  into  effect.  I  admit 
there  has  been  g^eat  difficulty  with  re- 
£^d  to  this  Proclamation.  In  answer 
to  previous  Questions  which  have  been 
addressed  to  me  in  the  House  by  the 
hon.  Member,  I  have  pointed  out  that 
the  law,  as  it  stands,  does  not  permit  any 
general  search  for  arms  by  which  alone 
such  Proclamation  could  be  really  ren- 
dered effective,  and  that  though  searches 
for  arms  have  been  instituted  in  indivi- 
dual houses  in  Belfast,  yet  these  searches 


have  failed  of  any  result.  [Mr.  Sexton: 
How  many  have  there  been?]     I  am 
not  prepared  to  say  how  many,  but  in 
a  good  many  cases,  I  know ;  and  I  en- 
tirely   repudiate    the    suggestion    that 
these    searches    have  been  made  in  a 
partial  manner.    The  hon.  Member  says 
he  has  heard  that  the  searches  were,  as 
a  rule,  made  in  the  houses  of  Boman 
Catholics.    Sir,  wherever  there  has  been 
reason  to  suppose  that  any  successful 
result  could    be  obtained,    steps  have 
been   taken    by    the    Constabiilary    to 
initiate  a  search  and  to  do  what  is  pos- 
sible under  the  existing  law    Of  course, 
we  have  had  in  consideration  the  pos- 
sibility of  altering  the  law  in  order  to 
make  the  Proclamation  more  effective  ; 
but,  looking  to  the  grave  difficulties  of 
the   subject  generally,   we  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  impossible  to 
deal  with  it  in  the  present  Session.    I 
have  called  for  Eeturns  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  arms  surrendered,   and  I  shall 
take  the  whole  matter  into  further  con- 
sideration.    Perhaps  I  ought  to  say  that 
as   the    Proclamation    was    issued    on 
July  19,  it  was  doubtless  felt  by  our 
Predecessors  that   it    was    their   duty, 
before  issuing  it,  to  consider  what  power 
they  had  to  carry  out  the  Act,  and  to 
take  steps  to  secure  that  it  should  be 
put  into  operation.     I  do  not  wish  to 
blame  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite ; 
but  I  have    not  yet  learnt    that  our 
Predecessors    attempted    to    take    any 
steps  to  carry  out    the  Proclamation. 
There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  the 
matter  has  been  the  subject  of  considera- 
tion under  both  Governments.    The  hon. 
Gentleman  refers  to  the   allowance  of 
ammunition  to  the  Hifle  Clubs  in  Belfast 
by  the  War  Office  for  the   purpose  of 
practising  rifle  shooting.     Well,  I  have 
not  had  my  attention    drawn  to  this 
matter,  and  I  am  not  prepared  off-band 
to  express  my  opinion  on  it.    It  is  rather 
more  a  matter  for  the  War  Office  than 
the  Irish  Government,  to  consider  whe- 
ther any  special  privilege  of  this  sort 
shall  be  accorded  to  bodies  of  persons 
joined  together  for  the  purpose  of  prao^ 
tising  rifle  shooting,  which  is  now  really 
becoming  a  scientific  pursuit.  [Zaughier.'} 
Well,  everyone  who  goes  to  Wimbledon 
during  the  rifle  meeting  will  know  that 
that  is  so.     [Mr.    Sbxton:    But    how 
about    shooting   at  other  people?]    I 
am  coming  to  that  point.    If  the  ammu- 
nition issued  for  the  purpose  of  prac- 
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tisiDg  rifle  shooting  is  utilized  for 
shooting  at  other  people,  or  if  injury 
to  anyone  is  caused  in  this  way,  of  course 
the  practice  is  one  that  ought  not  to  be 
continued,  and  the  Irish  GoTemment 
would  recommend  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  at  once  to  check  the  issue  of 
the  ammunition.  I  do  not  at  all  know 
on  what  authority  the  hon.  Gentleman 
has  stated  that  the  ammunition  given  to 
these  Clubs  is  utilized  for  the  purposes 
that  he  supposes.  I  have  heard  no  evi- 
dence of  any  kind  to  lead  me  to  that  con- 
clusion, though,  if  he  can  put  any  before 
me,  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  him. 
Then  the  hon.  Gentleman  went  on  to 
refer  to  the  action  of  the  Inspector 
General  in  Belfast  in  replacing  the  Con- 
stabulary on  duty  at  Shankhill  Hoad, 
and  he  has  asked  me  whether  it  is  in- 
tended to  place  a  police  station  on 
Queen's  Island.  I  have  inquired  into 
that  matter,  and  it  appears  that  a  police 
station  on  Queen's  Island,  at  any  rate 
at  the  present  moment,  would  be  abso- 
lutely useless.  As  the  hon.  Gentleman 
knows,  there  are,  on  the  one  hand,  a 
large  body  of  Protestant  workmen  em- 
ployed on  Queen's  Island,  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  a  large  body  of  Boman 
Catholics  employed  in  the  Alexandra 
Dock.  A  present,  a  large  force  is 
being  used  to  prevent  any  collision 
between  these  bodies  of  workmen  going 
to  and  returning  from  their  work. 
The  mere  establishment  of  a  police 
station,  which  would  only  be  occupied 
by  a  few  men,  would  be  of  no  use  what- 
ever in  preventing  a  collision  between 
these  large  bodies  of  men.  Other  steps 
have  been  taken  for  the  preservation  of 
the  peace ;  but,  of  course,  any  permanent 
arrangements  will  have  to  be  considered 
by  the  Koyal  Commission.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  stated  that  he  had  heard  that 
the  Inspector  General  had  selected  Pro- 
testants only  to  do  Constabulary  duty  on 
Shankhill  Eoad,  and  he  expressed  some 
fear  of  the  possible  institution  of  a  local 
police  force  in  Belfast.  Well,  all  I  can 
say  is,  I  am  quite  confident  that  the 
Inspector  General  is  incapable  of  dealing 
with  this  matter  in  any  partizan  spirit, 
or  of  expressing  any  opinions  which 
would  in  any  way  bind  the  Government 
in  their  attitude  in  the  future.  I  en- 
tirely adhere  to  the  observation  which 
has  been  made,  that  the  Inspector 
General  is  a  man  who  would  not  pander 
to  either  Party  in  regard  to  tiie  Oon- 
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stabulary.  The  hon.  Member  has  also 
asked  me  to  express  a  desire  that  any 
persons  who  have  left  theire  mployment 
in  Belfast  on  account  of  religious  dif- 
ficulties should  be  reinstated.  Well, 
Sir,  I  am  quite  sure,  from  commu- 
nications which  have  passed  between 
myself  and  Sir  Edward  Harland,  that 
he  would  be  the  last  man  to  be  actuated 
by  any  desire  to  keep  persona  out  of  em- 
ployment on  account  of  their  religion, 
and  that  if  it  were  in  his  power  he 
would  prevent  it.  I  do  not  believe — and 
I  have  already  stated  it  in  the  House — 
that  persons  occupying  the  position  of 
leading  manufacturers  in  Belfast  would 
be  so  blind  to  their  own  interests  as  to 
discourage  the  employment  of  Catholic 
workmen.  No  one  can  wish  more  than 
I  do  that  these  unhappy  differences, 
which  have  produced  such  terrible  re- 
sults in  Belfast,  should  pass  away  aa 
rapidly  as  possible,  and  that  a  better 
feeling  should  prevail ;  and,  for  myparti 
I  believe  that  the  large  employers  of 
labour  in  Belfast  will  probably  be  more 
anxious  than  anyone  to  bring  about  a 
state  of  things  tending  to  the  welfare 
of  the  people. 

Mr.  JOHN  MOELEY  (Newcastle-on- 
Tyne):  I  am  sure  that  anyone  having 
had  experience  of  the  Inspector  Ge- 
neral of  Constabulary  will  agree  that 
he  is  in  every  way  incapable  of  anything 
like  partiality,  or  the  desire  to  pander 
to  one  Party  in  Ireland  more  than  an- 
other. I  should  like  to  make  one  re- 
mark with  respect  to  what  has  fallen 
from  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  regarding 
the  carrying  of  arms  in  Belfast  ana 
Derry.  The  Proclamation  was  issued 
on  the  1 9th  of  July,  and  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  has  stated  that  he  had  failed  to 
find  any  evidence  of  the  means  to  which 
the  late  Government  intended  to  resort 
in  order  to  make  that  Proclamation 
effective.  We  were  only  in  Office  a  week 
or  10  days  after  the  issue  of  that  Pro- 
clamation ;  and,  practically,  we  had  no 
chance  of  making  the  provisions  of  that 
Proclamation  effective.  I  cannot  doubt 
that  the  present  Irish  Government  have 
done  exactly  what  we  should  have  done 
had  we  remained  in  power,  and  I  daresay 
that  they  have  done  their  best  to  make 
the  Proclamation  effective.  Bat  hon. 
Members  who  were  in  the  last  Parlia- 
ment when  I  had  the  honour  of  intio* 
dudng  the  Arms  Bill — ^if  it  can  be  called 
an  honoar — may  remember  that  I  did 
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not  expect  any  great  efficacy  from  that 
measure  in  detecting  the  possession  of 
unlicensed  arms.  Neither  then  did  I, 
nor  do  I  now,  lay  great  stress  upon 
the  Act;  on  the  contrary,  I  said  I 
thought  that  all  these  Acts  are  of 
little  utility  and  of  little  efficacy.  At 
the  same  time,  I  believe  that  one  notion 
of  the  Irish  Goverment  in  proclaiming 
Belfast  and  Derry  was  that  there  should 
be  no  sense  of  partiality  felt  by  the 
people  in  the  South  and  West  of  Ire- 
land ;  that  they  should  feel  that  as  we 
carried  out  searches  in  the  South  and 
West  of  Ireland,  so  we  should  not 
shrink  from  carrying  out  searches  in 
Belfast  and  Derry.  One  of  our  last  acts 
was  to  issue  warrants  for  searches  for 
arms  in  25  cases  in  County  Kerry  ;  but, 
to  the  best  of  my  belief,  not  one  of  those 
warrants  resulted  in  the  detection  of  a 
single  weapon.  I  should  not  be  surprised, 
therefore,  if  the  powers  of  search  in 
Belfast  and  Derry,  under  the  Proclama- 
tion of  the  19th  of  July,  should  have  the 
same  result.  But  this  is  no  reason  why 
the  Government  should  not  do  their  best 
— and  I  am  not  at  all  prepared  to  deny 
that  they  would — to  search  into  par- 
ticular houses,  whenever  there  is  reason 
to  suppose  that  arms  are  to  be  found 
there.  As  to  the  general  disarmament 
of  a  city  like  Belfast  or  Derry,  I  think  we 
must  acknowledge  that  this  is  practically 
impossible.  What  they  can  do  is  to  do 
what  Lord  Spencer's  Government  did  in 
the  case  of  Dublin  and  Cork.  If  the 
Government  have  reason  to  think  that 
there  are  arms  in  public-houses  or 
taverns,  they  can  do  something  to  alarm 
the  unlicensed  possessors  of  those  arms, 
either  into  surrendering  them,  or  into 
concealing  them  in  places  where  their 
utility  will  become  very  doubtful.  I 
simply  wished  to  make  these  few  remarks 
with  reference  to  the  Proclamation  of  the 
19th  of  July. 

Me.  sexton  :  I  wish  to  say,  in  reply 
to  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach),  that  only  time  can  show  what 
is  the  effect  of  the  Proclamation,  and 
also  of  the  Crimes  Act.  But  there  was 
a  feeling  in  Belfast  that  the  scene  of  the 
late  disturbance  in  that  city  was  pre- 
cisely in  the  quarter  where  the  stores 
were,  and  the  officers  observed  that  the 
ammunition  was  of  superior  quality. 
That  is  why  I  ask  that  the  Secretary  of 


State  for  War  and  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  should  take 
steps  to  secure  that  the  public  stores  of 
ammunition  are  not  in  the  possession  of 
persons  who  are  not  entitled  to  use  them. 
The  riots  in  Belfast  were  begun  by  an 
attack  of  the  shipwrights  on  the  Irish 
in  the  locality.  [**No,  no!"]  I  say 
that  if  there  had  been  a  couple  of  de- 
termined constables  at  the  gate  these 
men  would  never  have  got  in,  and  this 
preliminary  disturbance  would  have 
been  prevented  ;  and,  therefore,  I  urge 
upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  con- 
sider the  establishment  of  a  permanent 
police  foi^je  at  the  scene  of  disturbance, 
and  that  there  shall  be  the  same  pro- 
portion as  to  creed  as  in  the  rest  of  the 
foL*ce  in  Belfast. 

Sib  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH :  I 
could  not  promise  that.  The  force  at 
Shankhill  Boad  will  not  be  selected  on 
the  ground  of  creed. 

Mb.  SEXTON :  Three  days  ago  150 
Catholics  were  employed  in  the  yard 
who  are  now  starving.  What  is  the 
use  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  saying 
that  Sir  Edward  Harland  would  prevent 
these  men  being  kept  out  of  employment 
if  he  could  ?  If  he  were  to  say  that  if 
any  of  the  men  interfered  with  the 
Catholics  he  would  be  the  first  to  dis- 
miss them,  and  that  the  managers  of  the 
yard  would  prosecute  and  get  them  con-  ^ 
victed,  the  whole  thing  would  be  put  an 
end  to.  I  wonder  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman does  not  promise  to  use  his  in- 
fluence with  Sir  Edward  Harland  and 
other  employers  to  induce  them  to  re- 
instate these  men. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH :  I 
cannot  interfere  between  employers  and 
their  men. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  With  re- 
ference to  the  remarks  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  late  Chief  Secretary  (Mr. 
John  Morley)  and  the  present  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  I  wish  to  point 
out  that  they  have  passed  over  one  im- 
portant point  in  connection  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Arms  Act — that  is  to 
say,  the  impossibility  of  getting  by 
search  arms  that  are  hidden  away.  I 
always  said  that  would  be  impossible. 
I  would  also  point  out  that  the  punish- 
ment is  very  different  in  the  South  of 
Ireland  from  what  it  is  in  the  North 
for  men  who  are  found  with  arms  in 
their  hands ;  the  man  in  the  South  gets 
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three  month r'  hard  lahour,  whereas  the 
man  in  the  North  is  dismissed,  although 
the  law  is  that  he  should  he  imprisoned 
for  three  months.  Therefore,  I  cannot 
understand  how  it  is  possible  for  anyone 
to  stand  up  in  this  House  and  say  there 
is  impartial  justice  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  EWART  (Belfast,  N.) :  I  wish 
to  point  out,  on  behalf  of  the  employers 
of  labour  in  Belfast,  that  there  is  no 
disinclination  to  employ  Catholics.  I 
mentioned  it  to  one  of  the  partners  of 
the  yard  a  short  time  ago,  and  he  as- 
sured me  that  they  would  be  only  too 
glad  if  the  Catholic  workmen  would 
return,  and  that  there  was  nothing 
whatever  to  prevent  their  doing  so. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.):  I 
wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  inquiry  which  has  taken  place  into 
the  question  as  to  whether  trawling 
should  be  prohibited  in  Galway  Bay,  or 
in  any  portion  of  that  Bay.  The  Com- 
missioners, as  we  were  informed  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  a  short  time  ago, 
were  still  considering  this  important 
subject ;  but  they  have  not  yet  sent  in 
their  Beport,  although  six  months  have 
elapsed  since  they  commenced  their 
labours.  1  do  not  agree  with  the  opi- 
nion that  the  Inspectors  of  Irish  Fishe- 
ries should  be  the  sole  judges  as  to 
whether  trawling  should  be  prohibited 
in  certain  circumbtances  or  not.  Their 
opinion  on  trawling  would,  of  course,  be 
valuable,  although  they  might  not  be 
right  in  their  views,  and  I  think  they 
might  very  well  give  advice  to  the  Chief 
Secretary  in  this  matter.  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  should  ascertain 
the  number  of  fishermen  who  wish  for, 
and  the  number  of  iishermen  who  are 
opposed  to,  trawling.  I  have  a  large 
number  of  fishermen  amongst  my  consti- 
tuents, and  I  can  say  that  nearly  all  of 
them  are  very  much  opposed  to  trawling 
in  Galway  Bay.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
they  are  right  in  their  opposition,  seeing 
that  trawling  interferes  with  their  fish- 
ing; and  one  of  the  Coastguard  officers 
declared  to  me  that  the  paucity  of  fish 
there  was  due  to  the  trawling  which 
went  on  in  the  Bay.    It  is  a  very  im- 

fortant  question  for  both  Scotch  and 
rish  Members  to  consider  how  far  the 
local  fishermen  should  have  a  voice  in 
the  question  as  to  how  the  water  on 
their  Coast  should  be  fished — whether 
trawlers  should  be  kept  out  of  it.    If 


you  push  the  principle  to  an  extreme, 
and  say  that  anyone  may  fish  the  water 
as  tliey  like,  I  do  not  see  why  yon 
should  not  allow  foreigners  to  go  there^ 
The  case  of  foreigners  coming  over  and 
fishing  your  waters  is  similar  to  trawlers 
coming  in  and  driving  out  the  ordinary 
fishermen,  and  I  say  that  this  is  a  yerj 
important  point  for  you  to  consider. 
There  is,  of  course,  no  objection  to 
trawling  in  the  open  sea.  As  I  have 
said,  this  is  not  a  question  to  be  settled 
by  the  Inspectors,  but  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  should  take  their  advice  and 
at  the  same  time  give  weight  to  the 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  fishermen 
in  the  locality.  I  think  also  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  should  consider 
whether  he  will  not  allow  the  Inspec* 
tors  to  have  a  first-class  fishing  Tessel 
at  their  disposal,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
ducting experiments  in  Irish  watersi 
which  at  present  they  have  no  means  of 
carrying  out.  The  cost  of  this  would 
not  be  large,  and  would,  moreover,  be 
lessened  by  the  return  from  the  fish 
sold.  I  think  these  points  are  worthy 
of  the  attention  of  the  Chief  SecretaTy, 
and  I  hope  he  will  be  able  to  look  into 
them. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.):  I 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  take  into  his  favourable 
consideration  the  propriety  of  issuing 
an  Order  in  Council,  whereby  herring 
fishing  would  be  prohibited  before  the 
1 0th  of  June.  It  is  the  opinion  of  fisher- 
men all  round  the  Coast  that  there  ought 
to  be  a  close  season  for  herrings ;  and  I 
am  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  proposal 
would  be  accepted  by  the  owners  of 
fishing  vessels,  both  in  England  and 
Scotland.  I  think  there  should  be  no 
hesitation  in  prohibiting  the  fishing 
before  the  10th  of  June,  and  also  in 
preventing  trawling  within  20  miles  of 
the  coast.  I  hope  to  hear  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  some  steps 
have  been  taken  to  carry  out  the  re* 
commendations  of  the  Commissioners. 
I  was  glad  the  other  day  to  receive  an 
assurance  from  the  right  hon.  G^tle* 
man  that  he  would  advise  the  extension 
to  fishermen  on  the  North-West  and 
West  Coasts  of  Ireland,  of  the  recent  re- 
gulations with  regard  to  loans.  But  if  thtt 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  add  to  the 
declaration  which  he  made  the  other 
day  that  he  would  take  steps  to  amal* 
gamate  the  two  funds,  he  would  largely 
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increase  the  value  of  tlie  concession  he 
has  announced,  and  do  a  great  service 
to  the  fishing  interest  in  Ireland.  The 
last  Report  mentions  that  the  Irish 
fishermen,  on  almost  every  part  of  the 
coast,  are  a  respectable  and  courageous 
class  of  men,  and,  further,  that  the  loans 
already  made  have  been  very  punctually 
repaid,  and  that  the  arrears  outstand- 
ing, excluding  the  promissory  notes  not 
yet  arrived  at  maturity,  are  very  small 
indeed.  I  shall  be  glad  if  the  Chief 
Secretary  will  take  note  of  these  points. 
Mb.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) :  This 
question  of  Irish  fishing  is  one  of  such 
g^eat  importance  that  no  apology  what- 
ever is  needed  for  bringing  it  forward 
at  the  present  time.  This  is  one  of  the 
subjects  with  regard  to  which  we  com- 
plain that  the  amount  of  money  voted  is 
too  small.  The  fishing  industry  in  Ire- 
land is  one  which  is  capable  of  enormous 
development,  and  it  is  one  which  has 
been  systematically  neglected.  There 
is  no  more  capable  public  official  than 
the  Chief  Inspector  of  Fisheries  in  Ire- 
land ;  and  for  many  years  Sir  Thomas 
Brady  has  laid  before  the  House  schemes 
for  the  improvement  and  development 
of  the  fishing  industry  in  Ireland ;  and 
he  has  given  examples  of  cases  in  which, 
by  judicious  generosity,  great  improve- 
ment has  been  made  and  a  great  de- 
velopment has  taken  place  in  the  man- 
ner of  fishing  and  the  extent  of  the 
capture  of  fish  on  the  South  Coast  of 
Ireland.  The  most  notorious  instance 
is  off  the  Coast  of  Cork,  where,  owing 
to  the  generosity  of  the  Baroness  Coutts, 
who  lent  money  to  the  men,  the  fisher- 
men were  enabled  to  engage  in  success- 
ful competition  with  other  boats  which 
came  to  the  South  Coast  of  Ireland  for 
the  purpose  of  fishing  there.  We  say 
that  if  the  Government  were  to  do  for 
other  parts  of  the  Coast  what  the 
Baroness  Coutts  did  for  the  South 
Coast  the  same  results  would  arise. 
Daring  the  11  years  in  which  these 
funds  have  been  at  their  disposal  the 
Qt)vernment  have  lent  nearly  £200,000 
to  the  fishermen,  and  of  this  sum  less 
than  £2,000  remains  overdue.  The 
loans  have  been  discharged  with  the 
most  exemplary  fidelity.  I  know  with 
regard  to  one  county,  in  which  many 
thousands  of  pounds  have  been  lent  in 
the  opurse  of  a  few  years,  that  last  year 
there  was  only  the  sum  of  £1  10«.  over- 
due.   Yet  io  that  county  nothing  has 


been  done  to  encourage  the  industry. 
The  fishermen  there  are  of  the  poorest 
class,  and  can  only  afford  to  use  the 
worst  class  of  boats.  My  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Friend  the  Member  for  North  Gal- 
way  (Colonel  Nolan)  has  spoken  this 
evening  on  the  subject  of  trawling.  The 
Inspectors,  in  the  Report  of  1885,  al- 
luded to  the  practice  of  trawling,  but 
expressed  no  opinion  upon  it.  I  am  one 
of  those  who  believe  that  the  practice  of 
trawling  is  a  bad  practice,  and  detri- 
mental to  fishing.  I  may  mention  that 
Galway  Bay  is  10  miles  wide,  although 
the  portion  available  for  fishing  is  con- 
siderably less  than  that ;  and  I  believe 
that  in  Galway  Bay,  at  any  rate,  the 
practice  of  trawling  has  a  detrimental 
effect  on  the  supply  of  fish.  But  the 
people  there  would  not  resort  to  trawl- 
ing were  it  not  that  the  boats  are  so  bad 
that  they  do  not  venture  to  go  out  of 
sight  of  land  to  catch  fish.  But,  Sir,  if 
there  were  some  means  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheries, 
so  that  they  might  practise  the  artificial 
culture  of  fish,  as  has  been  done  in 
America,  the  question  would  not  give 
rise  to  anxiety  as  to  the  future  supply 
offish  in  Ireland.  In  America  the  Go- 
vernment have  placed  a  fund  at  the  dis- 
posal of  certain  officers  for  the  purpose 
of  effecting  the  artificial  culture  of  fish, 
and  the  result  has  been  extremely  satis- 
factory. Sir  Thomas  Brady  himself  has 
been  able — not  out  of  any  State  funds, 
but  out  of  his  own  private  resources — to 
provide  salmon  ova,  which  have  been 
shipped  to  Australia,  which  have  proved 
most  productive,  and  for  which,  unless 
I  am  mistaken,  he  has  received  the 
thanks  of  the  Australian  Government. 
I  think  that  if  we  can  ship  ova  to 
Australia  successfully,  we  should  not 
begrudge  a  little  expense  for  the  sake 
of  improving  the  fish  supply  of  Ireland. 
There  is  another  point  I  will  dwell  upon 
for  a  moment,  and  that  is  the  efforts 
which  have  been  made  by  Sir  Thomas 
Brady,  out  of  his  private  resources  and 
gifts  of  money  which  he  has  received 
from  strangers — sometimes  Canadians, 
sometimes  Americans — to  provide  large 
boats  in  some  places  for  the  use  of  the 
fishermen.  Now,  Sir,  in  every  case  in 
which  Sir  Thomas  Brady  has  been  able 
to  buy  these  large  boats  for  the  use  of 
fishermen  the  results  have  been  in  eveiy 
way  satisfactory.  I  find  that  three  years 
ago  £250,000  was  voted  for  the  con- 
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Btruction  of  piers  and  harbours  mainly  for 
fishing  purposes.  This  fund  has  now  been 
prettj  well  exhausted ;  and  I  may  say  that, 
though  it  has  been  exhausted,  it  has,  in 
the  main,  been  most  wisely  expended. 
That  expenditure  is  calculated  to  give 
a  most  excellent  return  to  the  nation ; 
but  I  think  that  the  Inspectors  of  Irish 
Fisheries  have  reason  now  to  demand 
that  there  should  be  a  further  grant 
given  for  the  purpose  of  further  en- 
larging piers  and  harbours  in  Ireland. 
I  see  in  the  Beport  which  the  Inspectors 
of  Fisheries  Lave  supplied  to  Parlia- 
ment that  reference  is  made  to  a  new 
harbour  near  the  mouth  of  the  Shannon 
at  Carrigafoyle,  on  which  there  has  been 
£10,000  spent.  There  was  a  pier  there 
previously,  which  was  not,  of  course,  so 
capacious  as  the  new  harbour ;  but  the 
result  of  this  expenditure  of  £10,000 
has  not  been  so  satisfactory  as  the  In- 
spectors of  Fisheries  would  like,  because 
now  that  the  harbour  is  near  its  com- 
pletion they  report  that  it  will  not  be 
able  to  accommodate  vessels  drawing 
more  than  5  feet  of  water.  The  result 
is  that  the  harbour  will  be  of  very  little 
practical  utility  for  the  larger  class  of 
ships.  Then  my  hon.  Friend  referred 
to  the  practice  of  French  luggers  and 
French  boats  coming  right  up  to  the 
Irish  Coast.  These  boats  come  in  to 
within  half-a-mile  of  the  Irish  Coast, 
and  sometimes  nearer.  Indeed,  some- 
times French  seamen  sail  up  the  Shan- 
non and  laud  at  Kilrush,  and  other 
places ;  and  though  there  used  to  be  a 
man-of-war  in  the  Shannon,  and  though, 
I  think,  there  is  one  there  now,  these  war 
vessels  are  never  used  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  the  Irish  fishermen  against  the 
depredations  of  the  French  fishermen. 
We  heard  only  the  other  day  of  a  case 
in  which  11  English  fishing  boats  were 
detained  at  Havre  because  they  had 
trespassed  upon  French  waters.  I  think 
it  would  be  a  most  excellent  thing  if  the 
Naval  Authorities  on  the  West  Coast  of 
Ireland  retaliated  on  some  of  these 
French  luggers,  which  visit  the  Irish 
Coast  in  large  quantities  at  certain  sea- 
sons of  the  year.  I  think  that  when- 
ever Her  Majesty's  ships  see  these 
luggers  in  Irish  waters  they  should 
seize  them,  and  detain  them  until  they 
receive  an  explanation  from  the  French 
Oovemment.  Some  time  ago  I  called 
the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Oentle- 
man  the  Member  for  the  Stirling  Burghs 
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(Mr.  Cdmpbell-Bannerman),  who  was, 
1  think,  at  that  time  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty — I  called  his  attention  to  this 
persistent  encroachment  of  the  French 
fishing  boats  on  the  Irish  Coasts ;  bat 
he  was  unable  to  promise  that  anything 
would  be  done  for  the  protection  of  the 
Irish  fishermen,  and  this  notwithstand- 
ing our  constant  experience  that  gon- 
boats  belonging  to  Her  Majesty's  iHavj 
have  been  put  at  the  service  of  land 
agents  in  Ireland  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  evictions.  I  think  that  is 
a  gross  and  scandalous  abuse  of  the 
vessels  of  the  Navy,  which,  it  seems  to 
me,  would  be  much  better  employed — as 
I  believe  they  were  intended  by  the 
Constitution  to  be  employed  —  in  the 
protection  of  the  subjects  of  the  Queen. 
I  believe  that  the  Government  would 
do  well  if  they  would  take  into  con- 
sideration the  question  of  developing  the 
fisheries  of  Ireland.  These  fisheries  aie 
capable  of  immense  development.  The 
Government  have  spoken  of  erecting 
large  harbours.  But  large  harbours  are 
not  what  is  required  for  the  protection  of 
these  fisheries.  It  would  be  much  better 
if  loans  were  gpranted  to  the  fishermen 
to  enable  them  to  buy  proper  boats  and 
proper  gear.  It  would  be  a  g^ood  thing 
if  the  Government  would  send  to  these 
fishermen  model  boats  and  gear,  with 
persons  to  instruct  them  in  their  use. 
That  would  be  a  most  efficacious  mode 
of  developing  the  fishing  industry  of 
Ireland.  I  think  if  the  Gt)vemment 
acted  in  this  way  their  efforts  would 
very  soon  be  repaid  in  a  most  liberal 
manner. 

Mr.  BIGGAR  (Cavan,  W.) :  I  wish 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Gh>venunent 
to  just  one  question  in  connection  with 
the  fisheries  of  Ireland.  It  is  very  much 
the  custom  of  those  connected  with  the 
river  fisheries  to  infringe  upon  the  rights 
of  the  sea  fishermen,  if  the  latter  haTe 
no  legal  claims  where  the  river  fisheries 
exist.  There  is  a  very  special  iUustm- 
tion  of  that  at  the  mouth  of  Lough 
Foyle  in  the  Northern  part  of  Deny 
and  Antrim.  The  unfortunate  fisher- 
men there  are  constantly  having  their 
nets  torn  and  broken  by  the  tag 
steamers  belonging  to  the  owners  A 
the  Foyle  fisheries.  The  sea  fishermea 
have  attempted  to  get  a  legal  bonndaiy 
laid  down  for  each  class  of  fishing  in 
this  part  of  Ireland  \  but  without 
factory  result,  for  the  wealthy 
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of  the  river  fisheries  are  able  to  injure  to 
a  yerj  serious  extent,  sometimes  to  a 
ruinous  extent,  the  rights  and  interests 
of  the  individual  fishermen  who  carry 
on  their  operations  outside  the  Lough. 
I  am  told  that  the  same  thing  occurs  in 
very  many  places,  and  not  only  so,  but 
it  very  often  happens  that  the  owners  of 
these  river  fisheries  summon  the  outside 
fishermen  for  alleged  trespass.  They 
bring  them  up  before  the  magistrates, 
who  are  their  own  personal  friends, 
with  the  result  that  fines  are  inflicted 
upon  the  fishermen.  These  fines  are, 
perhaps,  not  very  heavy ;  but  a  penalty 
18  imposed,  and  the  convictions  stand  to 
be  offered  in  evidence  on  a  future  day, 
when  any  proceedings  are  taken  in  the 
Superior  Courts,  as  evidence  of  the 
owners  of  the  river  fisheries  having  a 
right  to  that  to  which,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  they  have  no  legal  title  whatever. 
Of  course,  it  is  well  known  that  any 
proceedings  taken  in  the  Superior 
Courts  with  regard  to  the  rights  of  the 
fishermen  are  extremely  expensive  mat- 
ters of  litigation.  It  is  utterly  impos- 
sible for  these  poor  fishermen  to  com- 
pete with  the  wealthy  fishery  proprietors 
who  have  legal  rights  to  fish  in  the 
river.  Now,  what  I  would  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  to  do  would  be  to  instruct  the 
Inspectors  of  Fisheries  to,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, define  the  rights  of  the  individual 
fishermen  and  the  owners  of  river 
fisheries.  It  would  be  perfectly  com- 
petent in  them  to  do  that.  It  would  not 
give  them  an  enormous  deal  of  trouble 
to  examine  the  title  deeds  of  those  who 
have  river  fishings,  and  to  find  out  the 
extent  of  the  fishings.  If  the  Inspectors 
would  point  out  the  boundary  of  the  two 
classes  of  finhermen,  when  the  outside 
fishermen  fished  within  the  boundary 
of  the  river  fishermen,  they  would  be 
open  to  severe  punishment ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  not  desirable  that  the 
wealthy  owners  of  river  fishings  should 
be  able  capriciously  to  drive  the  poor 
sea  fishermen  from  place  to  place, 
hindering  them  from  earning  an  honest 
livelihood.  I  ask  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  increase  the  power  and 
responsibility  of  the  Fishery  Inspectors, 
so  that  they  can  act,  to  some  extent,  as 
arbitrators  between  the  two  parties  with 
regard  to  the  boundary  rights  of  each. 

Sib   MICHAEL    HICKS-BEACH: 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  North 


Gal  way  (Colonel  Nolan)  referred  to  the 
question  of  trawling  in  Galway  Bay, 
and  rather  suggested  that  I  should  disre- 
gard the  views  of  the  Fishery  Inspectors 
and  put  down  trawling  in  the  Bay.  Well, 
Sir,  in  the  first  place,  the  Fishery  In- 
spectors are  not  irresponsible  persons. 
They  can  only  act  under  the  law  and 
the  orders  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  that 
is  some  security  in  the  matter.  I  should 
be  sorry  to  take  any  action  in  antagonism 
to  the  views  expressed  by  Gentlemen  who 
are  thoroughly  competent  to  form  an 
opinion  on  such  a  subject.  I  believe 
the  question  of  trawling  in  Galway  Bay 
is  of  old  date. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  The  Trawling  Ee- 
port  has  not  been  long  issued. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH:  I 
hecurd  of  this  question  12  years  ago,  and 
I  was  also  acquainted  with  the  diffi- 
culty alluded  to  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  when  he  said  that  the  fisher- 
men of  Galway  Bay  have  a  strong  desire 
to  go  outside.  I  understand  that  trawl- 
ing has  been  suspended  in  the  Firth  of 
Forth  as  a  scientific  experiment,  and 
not  from  any  idea  of  preserving  the  fish. 
It  may  be  possible  to  make  a  similar 
experiment  in  Galway  Bay,  and  I  will 
make  inquiries  on  the  point.  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  also  referred  to 
another  old  question — namely,  the  de- 
sirability of  making  a  grant  to  place  a 
ves3el  at  the  disposal  of  the  Fishery 
Inspectors,  to  enable  them  to  institute 
scientific  inquiries,  by  which  means  they 
would  be  able  to  employ  a  great  deal  of 
their  time  very  usefully.  I  can  remem- 
ber, 10  years  ago,  recommending  to  the 
Treasury  of  that  day  to  place  a  vessel  of 
that  kind  at  the  disposal  of  the  Fishery 
Commission.  My  recommendation  was 
not  attended  to ;  but  I  will  renew  it 
now,  and  I  hope  I  shall  be  more  suc- 
cessful. The  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
has  also  referred  to-  the  question  of  a 
close  time  for  herrings.  I  understand 
that  that  system  has  been  tried  for  some 
time  at  Loch  Fyne,  and  has  been  found 
to  be  a  complete  failure.  This  expe- 
rience, therefore,  is  not  very  promising 
for  the  success  of  any  similar  attempt 
in  Ireland.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  ques- 
tion should  certainly  not  be  dealt  with 
by  the  Irish  Fishery  Board  alone.  When 
any  system  of  this  kind  is  adopted 
there  must  be  general  co-operation  in 
it ;  and  I  believe  that  the  Scotch  Fishery 
Board  would  not  be  in  favour  of  any- 
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thing  of  the  kind.     As  the  matter  had 
been  raised,  however,  I  will  endeavour 
to  inform  myself  more  fullj  with  regard 
to  it.  Heference  has  likewise  been  made 
to  the  question  of  loans  to  fishermen. 
Since  a  Question  was  last  put  to  me  on 
the  subject,  I  have  received  Reports  from 
the  Inspectors  of   Fisheries  as  to  the 
possibility  of  extending   the  loans  for 
boats,  on  the  security  of  the  boats  only, 
to  other  parts  of   Ireland  besides  the 
Western  Coast,  and  have  taken  steps  to 
cerry  out  their  suggestions.    If  that  sys- 
tem is  extended,  so  as  not  to  give  one 
county  or  district  an  unfair  advantage 
over  others,  much  good  may  be  done.  As 
regards  the  whole  question  of  loans  to  the 
fishermen,  I  am  glad  to  hear  what  has 
been  said  to-night  by  Irish  Members  as 
to  the  success  of  that  system,  which  it 
was  my  good  fortune  to  inaugurate  when 
the  Irish  Eeproductive  Loan  Fund  Act 
was  passed  in  1 874.   I  think  a  great  deal 
more  might  be  done  in  that  way ;  and 
I  will  endeavour,  to    the   best  of  my 
ability,  to  extend  the  system  so  as  to 
enable  the  fishermen   to   obtain  better 
boats  and    gear   than   they  at  present 
possess.     We  must  not  be  blamed  if  we 
aesire  to  have  some  kind  of  security  for 
the  money  we  may  advance  to  enable 
these  fishermen  to  carry  on  their  diffi- 
cult trade  and  render  it  more  profitable. 
The  hon.  Member  for  West  Cavan  (Mr. 
Biggar)   has    referred    to  the   quarrel 
which  took  place  between  the  owners  of 
river  fishings  and  the  sea  fishermen,  the 
latter  being  said  to  trespass  upon  the 
legal  rights  of  the  former.    He  suggests 
that  the  Inspectors  should  define  the  re- 
spective rights  of  the  two  parties.     I 
confess  I  am  not  quite  aware  how  far 
the  Inspectors  have  power  to  do  any- 
thing of  the  kind.     I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther there  is  any  power  vested  in  them 
by  law  to  lay  down  limits  beyond  which 
neither  party  can  trespass ;  but  if  any 
complaint  is  made  to  me  by  the  fisher- 
men, or  by  either  party,  I  certainly  will  at 
once  refer  it  to  the  Inspectors  of  Fisheries, 
in  order  that  they  may  see  what  steps  can 
be  taken  in  the  matter.     Some  remarks 
have  fallen  from  more  than  one  hon. 
Member  upon  the  general  question  of 
the    development    of    Irish    fisheries. 
I  am  not  going  into  that  matter  at  this 
time  of  the  morning  ;  but  I  would  ven- 
ture to  remind  hon.   Members  that  I 
have  already  stated  to  the  House  that 
we  are  extremely  anxious   to   develop 
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not  merely  the  small  Irish  fiaheriety 
but — what  is  of  much  greater  import- 
ance—the deep  sea  fisheries  on  the 
West  Coast,  and  that  we  are  about  to 
take  steps  towards  that  end  which  I 
hope  will  be  of  great  service. 

Mr.  hooper    (Cork,    8.E.) ;    The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  not  answered 
a  question  which  is  of  g^eat  importance 
to    my   constituency.     I   refer  to  the 
question  raised  in  the  Heport  of  these 
Fishery  Inspectors  with  regard  to  the 
amounts  fram  the  Beproductivo  Loan 
Fund  applied  for  and  the  amounts  avail- 
able in  certain  districts.     This  Beport 
shows    that    whilst    £13,000  has  been 
applied  for  in  the  county  of  Cork  only 
£600  is  available ;  whilst,  in  a  neigh- 
bouring county,  there  is  £11,000  avail- 
able, but  only  £800  applied  for.  Would 
it  not  bo  well  to  take  into  consideration 
the  desirability  of  amalgamating  these 
funds  ?    With  regard  to  the  new  rule 
.  which  was  sanctioned  by  the  Earl  of 
Carnarvon   in    January   last,   I   would 
point  out  that  it  was  not  carried  out 
for  four  months,  and  not  until  I  had  put 
on  the  Paper  of  this  House  a  Notice  of 
a  Question  to  the  Predecessor  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach).    Application  was  made  by  my 
constituents,  I  think  in  February,  ana 
it  was  not  until  June  that  the  answer 
came.      I  do  not  believe  Sir  Thomas 
Brady  is  to  blame,  for  there  is  no  more 
hard-working  official  connected  with  the 
whole  Irish  Administration  than  he  is. 
He  has  earned  the  gratitude  of  the  CoMt 
people  all  over  Ireland.    But,  whoever 
is  to  blame,  I  think  it  is  a  most  unfor- 
tunate thing  that  the  matter  should  be 
left  in  doubt,  and  that  when  it  had  been 
pending  for  months  finally  an   answer 
should  be  given  of  an  unsatisfactoij 
character.     As  to  the  question  of  a  dose 
time  for  herrings,  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  I  think  the  answer  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  will  be  received  with  great  dia- 
satisfaction  on  the  Coast  in  my  division* 
There  is  great  dissatisfaction  felt  at  the 
present    condition    of  things,    because 
large  numbers  of  immature  fish  are  taken 
in  the  nets  before  the  month  of  June.   I 
hope  this  matter  will  be  considered,  and 
that  steps  will  be  taken  to  prevent  the 
wholesale  destruction  of  fish  which  now 
occurs. 

Mb.  E.  HABRINGTON  (Kernr,  W.) : 
I  cannot  agree  with  the  proposal  d  Ikt 
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hon.  Member  for  South-East  Cork  (Mr. 
Hooper),  that  monej  for  reproductive 
loans  should  be  taken  from  one  county 
in  order  to  give  it  to  another.  I  do  not 
at  all  object  to  a  general  amalgamation 
of  the  Heproductive  Loan  Fund  ;  but  I 
should  like  to  say  this — at  present  there 
is  an  amount  lying  unproductive  to  the 
credit  of  Kerry.  Before  that  is  touched 
I  should  like  to  point  out  that  at  the 
present  moment  there  is  a  harbour  being 
built  in  the  county  at  a  cost  of  £96,000, 
for  the  purpose  of  advancing  the  fishing 
industry  of  the  district;  and  I  trust  that 
no  steps  will  be  taken  which  will  have 
the  effect  of  diminishing  the  means  now 
at  the  command  of  the  authorities  for 
the  completion  of  the  work.  I  should 
like  to  say  that  I  do  not  also  agree  with 
the  recommendations  which  have  been 
made  with  regard  to  a  general  close 
season.  I  know  this — that  even  in  two 
different  parts  of  the  bay,  on  the  shore 
of  which  I  was  bom,  the  seasons  are 
three  months  asunder.  If  the  question 
is  to  be  approached  it  should  be  ap- 
proached with  great  care,  and  after  due 
consultation  with  the  fishermen  them- 
selves, and  with  those  interested  in  the 
localities.  As  to  trawling,  that  is  another 
matter  which  should  be  carefully  entered 
upon,  and  with  regard  to  which  it  is 
always  necessary  to  keep  in  view  local 
opinion— and  by  local  opinion  I  mean 
more  particularly  the  opinion  of  the  men 
who  live  by  this  fishing  industry,  and  I 
was  going  to  say  thrive ;  but,  unfor- 
tunately, I  cannot  use  that  word.  There 
is  another  matter  which  at  once  suggests 
itself  when  talking  of  these  things,  and 
that  is  the  manner  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment neglects  the  fostering  of  the  pil- 
chard fishing  on  the  Coast  of  Ireland. 
I  have  some  practical  knowledge  of  this 
matter  myself.  I  have  often  and  often 
been  out  to  see  the  fishing.  I  have  seen 
literally  acres  of  fish  at  a  time  ;  I  have 
seen  them  in  such  shoals  that  it  would 
only  have  been  necessary  to  throw  out  a 
seine  net  to  fill  from  8  to  1 2  yawls  with 
them ;  but  at  such  times  I  have  known 
the  fishermen  consult  together  as  to 
whether  it  was  worth  the  trouble  to  take 
them.  It  is  well  known  that  there  is  no 
seine  fish  so  easily  taken  as  the  pilchard. 
It  does  not  shoot  off  like  the  mackerel, 
nor  evade  the  net  like  the  herring  ;  but 
it  remains  in  the  net,  where  it  can  be 
easily  picked  up.  But  I  have  seen  the 
fishermen  leave  the  fish  behind,  simply 


because  they  had  no  market  for  them. 
There  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  on  this 
fishing  question.  I  have  materials  here 
with  which  to  amplify  my  remarks ;  but 
I  will  not  use  them.  My  reason  for 
speaking  is  that  in  Kerry  at  this  moment 
they  are  engaged  in  the  construction  of 
a  harbour,  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  of 
great  advantage  to  the  fishing  industry  ; 
and  I  wish,  therefore,  to  press  upon  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  not  to  be  induced  to  give  any 
rash  promise  which  may  prove  prejudicial 
to  that  work. 

Mr.  HOOPER:  My  proposal  was 
that  all  the  money  at  present  unappro- 
priated should  be  put  into  a  common 
purse  and  distributed  in  the  various 
counties  as  it  is  required. 

Mr.  p.  McDonald  (Sligo,  N.):  I 
wish  to  supplement,  by  a  very  few  words, 
the  observations  of  my  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  the  Member  for  North  Galway 
»(Colonel  Nolan)  in  reference  to  the  sub- 
ject of  trawling.  As  representing  a  Coast 
constituency,  many  and  repeated  com- 
plaints have  been  brought  before  me  in 
regard  to  this  method  of  fishing,  and  I 
have  endeavoured  to  draw  attention  to 
the  matter  by  asking  questions  in  this 
House.  As  yet,  I  have  not  received  a 
satisfactory  answer.  Certainly  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- Beach) 
has,  this  evening,  showi^  a  desire  to  take 
the  matter  under  serious  consideration. 
I  agree  with  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
that  trawling  should  only  be  permitted 
outside  a  certain  limit.  The  depreda- 
tions of  the  trawlers  are  very  much  com- 
plained of  off  the  Coast  of  Sligo.  The 
fishermen  complain  that  the  trawlers 
come  in  from  the  outside  district,  and 
rob  them  .of  the  profits  which  they  ought 
to  make,  and  of  the  fruits  which  they 
ought  to  reap  from  their  labours.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  principle  which 
ought  to  prevail  in  a  question  of  this 
kind  should  be  the  greatest  good  for  the 
greatest  number.  We  should  consider 
whether  it  would  not  be  right  to  legislate 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  one  in- 
dividual from  securing  to  himself  all  the 
profit  and  good  which  should  belong  to 
hundreds.  If  you  carry  out  that  prin- 
ciple— namely,  that  one  man  may  deprive 
hundreds  of  their  trade,  you  will  admit 
the  trawl,  and  will  prevent  hundreds  of 
poor  fishermen  from  obtaining  that 
which  they  ought  to  have.  I  think,  if 
the  Committee  will  permit  me  to  say  so. 
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that  this  question  of  fisheries  is  one  of 
very  great  importance.  I  think  I  am 
correct  in  sajing  it  is  of  great  import- 
ance when  we  remember  that  during 
last  year  the  number  of  registered  ves- 
sels used  in  Ireland  for  the  capture  of 
fish  was  5,667,  with  crews  of  over  20,000 
men,  and  close  upon  10,000  boys.  It  is 
clear,  therefore,  that  where  there  are  so 
many  persons  employed  the  industry 
must  be  one  of  importance.  The  matter 
is  one  in  which  England  is  equally  in- 
terested with  Ireland,  inasmuch  as  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  the  people  of 
England  are  larger  consumers  of  the  fish 
captured  by  the  Irish  fishermen  than  the 
people  of  Ireland  themselves.  We  de- 
sire that  our  people  should  be  employed 
in  the  taking  of  fish  ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  wish  the  Englieh  people  to  be- 
come the  buyers  of  the  fish  when  taken. 
I  shall  now  confine  myself  to  a  few 
observations  regarding  my  own  consti  • 
tuency.  The  fishermen  of  Sligo  com« 
plain  that  they  have  not  proper  means 
of  getting  rid  of  their  captures ;  conse- 
quently, they  are  not  able  to  do  the 
amount  of  work  they  otherwise  would  ; 
but  that,  Sir,  is  not  the  greatest  cause 
of  complaint ;  it-is  this — if  the  fishermen 
had  proper  harbours  and  good  gear  they 
could  raise  a  much  larger  quantity  of 
fish.  I  have  raised  already  the  question 
of  insufficient  harbours,  or,  I  may  call  it, 
landing  stage  accommodation.  On  one 
occasion  I  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that 
one  of  Her  Majesty's  gunboats  was  not 
able  to  land  with  provisions  which  were 
sent  to  the  starving  people  of  the  Isle 
of  Moray  in  consequence  of  the  fact 
that  there  was  no  landing  pier  on  the 
island,  and  no  landing  pier  on  the  main- 
land opposite.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, I  think  the  attention  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary,  and 
of  all  other  Members  of  the  Irish  Go- 
vernment who  are  interested  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  Irish  people,  and  perhaps 
still  more  interested  in  the  well-being  of 
the  poor  and  struggling  people  of  the 
Western  districts  of  Ireland,  ought  to 
take  this  matter  into  consideration. 
Along  the  whole  Coast  of  Connemara 
and  Donegal  there  are  equal  complaints 
of  the  want  of  suitable  gear  and  suitable 
landing  accommodation.  The  Commis- 
sioners report  that  the  fishermen  are 
peaceable  and  orderly  in  both  the  dis- 
tricts. If  the  people  are  peaceable  and 
orderly,   and  evidently  disposed  to  be 
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industrious,  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  a 
parental  Government  to  help  them  ia 
developing  an  industry  in  which  the 
whole  Kingdom  is  interoRted.  Well, 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach),  to  his  credit  be  it  said, 
initiated  a  movement  in  the  shape  of 
the  Irish  Eeproductive  Loan  Fana,  for 
helping  these  poor  fishermen  to  carry  on 
their  work ;  and  I  am  pleased  to  say, 
judging  from  the  Eeport  that  has  been 
furnished,  that  of  the  loans  that  have 
been  advanced,  a  very  small  remnant 
in  the  shape  of  arrears  remains.  The 
Eeport  states  that  these  arrears  could 
be  recovered,  with  few  exceptions,  if 
proper  legal  steps  were  taken.  Now, 
that  is  an  exceedingly  satisfactory  state 
of  things  which  I  am  glad  to  say  pre- 
vails, not  only  in  my  division  of  the 
county,  but  along  the  whole  Coast. 
County  Leitrim  has  no  arrears  at  all; 
County  Sligo  has  only  £87  of  arrears  oat 
of  over  £4,000  granted ;  Mayo  £200  of 
arrears  out  of  £9,000  granted ;  County 
Gal  way  has  only  £600  out  of  £17,000; 
County  Clare  £114  out  of  £4,000; 
County  Limerick  owes  nothing  at  alL 
Now,  considering  that  these  loans  have 
been  so  punctually  paid  up,  I  think  the 
system  of  the  reproductive  loans  to 
fishermen  in  Ireland  ought  to  be  con- 
siderably extended,  so  that  the  men 
may  be  able  to  increase  their  business, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  provide  enough 
food  for  the  people  of  the  entire  United 
Kingdom. 

Mb.  HAEEIS  (Galway,  E.) :  In 
the  county  in  which  I  live  the  fishing 
industry  is  of  gpreat  importance.  I  be* 
lieve  that  if  the  sea  and  inland  fisheries 
were  f  ullv  developed  they  would  be  just 
as  valuable  as  the  land.  There  is  one 
point  I  wish  to  impress  most  strongly 
upon  the  Committee,  and  that  is  the  ne* 
cessity  of  better  means  for  the  conveyanos 
of  the  fish,  especially  from  the  Weatan 
Coast.  Very  often  fishermen  make  a 
large  catch  of  fish;  but  they  are  not 
able  to  bring  it  to  market  while  it  is 
good,  especially  in  the  summer  season, 
I  trust  that  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  seems  so  very  nraeh 
interested  in  the  development  of  the 
Irish  fisheries,  he  will  not  neglect  this 
important  point  in  connection  with  this 
question.  Now,  upon  the  subject  of 
trawling  the  fishermen  of  Qalwaj  have 
for  many  years  complained  of  ttie 
damage  done  by  trawlers.    It  is  my 
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opinion  that  the  fishermen  are  right  in 
the  view  that  they  take  in  regard  to 
trawlers.  I  gave  evidence  before  a 
Commission  on  Fisheries  which  sat  some 
12  months  or  more  ago,  and  I  was  care- 
ful to  read  all  the  evidence  over,  and 
nothing  struck  me  more  than  the  great 
discrepancies  which  were  apparent;  even 
the  statements  of  Professor  Huxley,  to 
whom  we  all  look  so  much  on  these 
matters,  were  contradicted  by  the  evi- 
dence of  experienced  practical  men,  who 
gave  data  and  facts  for  their  statements. 
There  is,  unquestionably,  a  strong  de- 
sire amongst  fishermen  that  the  system 
of  trawling  should  cease.  I  think  that 
that  desire  should  betaken  into  considera- 
tion by  the  Government,  and  that  the 
system  of  trawling  should  be  put  an  end 
to.  Well,  Sir,  it  is  a  very  great  thing 
that  within  my  memory  of  Oonnemara 
there  were  very  many  boats ;  in  fact, 
the  whole  Coast  line  was  covered  with 
boats.  They  were  the  property  of  a 
Tery  generous  and  good  man,  Mr. 
Martin,  who  is  often  mentioned  with 
respect  in  these  times.  This  man  did 
what  he  could  to  encourage  the  fishing 
industry,  and  also  to  aid  the  fishermen 
in  procuring  little  holdings  on  the  sea 
shore.  I  would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  to  remember 
that  though  fishermen's  occupations  are 
on  the  sea  they  have  to  live  on  the  land 
— that  is,  that  their  occupations  are  very 
uncertain,  and  that,  as  a  rule,  they  have 
a  double  contingency  to  contend  with. 
They  have,  first  of  all,  the  contingency 
of  failures  to  make  good  catches  at  sea ; 
and,  in  the  second  place,  if  they  are 
small  farmers  as  well,  they  have  the 
contingency  of  failures  of  crops  on  their 
land.  Returns  have  been  presented  to 
this  House  from  our  Consuls  abroad, 
and  in  those  Returns  it  is  stated  that  in 
foregn  countries  freeholds 

The  CHAIRMAN:  I  must  remind 
the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  question  of 
fisheries  arises  on  this  Vote  in  connec- 
tion with  the  allowances  to  Inspectors 
of  Fisheries. 

Mb.  HARRIS:  As  regards  the  in- 
spection of  inland  fisheries,  I  will  say  I 
agree  with  the  observation  made  by  my 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  West 
Cavan  (Mr.  Biggar),  that  the  question 
is  worthy  of  great  attention.  I  remem- 
ber the  time  when  all  the  rivers  of  the 
country  were  open;  and  when  the  In- 
«peotor8  report  upon  the  deterioration 


of  our  fisheries,  I  hope  they  will  point 
out  that  the  rights  which  are  being 
exercised  by  the  riparian  owners  have  a 
very  detrimental  effect  upon  the  fishing 
industry.  If  a  riparian  proprietor  along 
a  narrow  river  chooses  to  exercise  his 
right  he  can  destroy  all  the  salmon. 
[**  Order ! "]  I  do  not  wish  to  jget  out 
— though  I  am  very  often  out  of  Order 
— but  I  trust  the  Government  will  take 
a  large  and  comprehensive  view  of  this 
great  and  important  question.  It  is  a 
question  which  extends  itself  very  far 
beyond  the  limits  which  the  Inspectors 
of  Fisheries  are  confined  by;  it  is  a 
question  of  vast  importance  to  these 
Islands.  It  is  a  question  which  affects 
not  alone  the  general  interests  and 
wealth  of  the  fishing  community,  but 
which  affects,  in  a  particular  degree,  the 
sea-fishing  and  commercial  people  as  the 
English  are.  I  maintain  that  we  ought 
to  put  the  Irish,  English,  and  Scotch 
fisheries  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
foreigner,  and  we  ought  not  to  allow 
individual  rights  to  be  exercised  detri- 
mentally to  public  rights. 

Mr.  LALOR  (Queen's  Co.,  Leix) :  I 
will  not  detain  the  Committee  more 
than  five  minutes ;  all  I  wish  to  do  is  to 
offer  a  few  observations  with  reference 
to  the  lunatic  asylums  in  Ireland.  The 
lunatic  asylums  in  Ireland  are  nomi- 
nally under  the  authority  of  a  Board  of 
Governors  appointed  by  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant ;  but,  practically,  they  are  under 
the  control  and  management  of  three 
medical  officers.  It  is  supposed  that  the 
three  medical  officers  who  have  the  sole 
control  of  these  gpreat  institutions  should 
be  totally  independent  of  and  discon- 
nected with  each  other,  particularly  in 
the  matter  of  family  ties.  In  my  county 
we  happen  to  have  one  district  lunatic 
asylum.  The  medical  superintendent  of 
the  institution  is  Dr.  Hatchet,  and  the 
visiting  medical  officer  is  Dr.  Jacques, 
who  is  a  nephew  of  the  resident  medical 
officer.  The  Government  Inspector  of 
the  asylum  is  the  father 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  asylums  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers  are  not  those  visited  by  the  In- 
spectors named  in  this  Vote.  They  are 
Local  Government  Board  Inspectors. 

Mb.  cox  (Clare,  E.) :  Mr.  Courtney, 
I  only  desire  to  detain  the  Committee  a 
very  few  minutes  while  I  direct  the  at- 
tention of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  (Sir   Michael    Hicks- 
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Beaoli)  to  the  expenditure  in  the  Vete- 
rinary Department.  The  Inspectors 
have  very  serious  complaints  to  make. 
In  the  first  place,  they  say  that  no  pro- 
vision has  been  made  for  the  granting  of 
allowances  on  retirement ;  that  they  are 
liable  to  be  dismissed  at  a  week's  notice 
without  any  cause  assigned,  and  without 
any  allowance  whatever.  They  also 
complain  that,  compared  with  the  offi- 
cers of  a  similar  Department  in  England, 
they  labour  under  very  great  disad- 
vantages. The  professional  adviser  in 
Ireland  has  only,  according  to  the  pub- 
lished Beturns,  £800  a-year,  while  the 
officer  in  a  similar  position  in  England 
has  £1,000  a-year;  the  travelling  In- 
spectors in  Ireland  have  £300  a-year, 
whereas  in  England  there  is  a  travel- 
ling Inspector  with  £620,  an  Assistant 
Inspector  with  £400,  a  chief  travelling 
Inspector  with  £350,  three  travelling 
Inspectors  with  £300  each,  and  several 
temporary  Inspectors,  who  receive  from 
£100  to  £400  each;  in  Ireland  the  Vete- 
rinary Portal  Inspectors  get,  on  ap- 
pointment, 10«.  a-day;  after  three  years' 
service,  12«. ;  after  five  years'  service, 
14«.  6i.  a-day,  which  is  the  maximum, 
or  a  total  of  £264  12«.  6rf.  a-year — a  very 
small  salary,  considering  the  standard  of 
education  which  the  men  have  to  attain  in 
order  to  fit  themselves  for  the  position. 
These  gentlemen  have  important  duties 
to  perform ;  indeed,  it  is  generally  ad- 
mitted that  it  was  owing  to  their  great 
exertions  during  the  recent  foot-and- 
mouth  epidemic  that  the  disease  was 
confined  within  comparatively  narrow 
limits.  I  am  very  glad  to  see  sitting 
opposite  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  the  Isle  of  Thanet 
(Ck>lonel  King-Harman),  because  I  think 
he  will  bear  me  out  when  I  say  that  to 
the  veterinary  surgeons  of  Ireland  was 
due,  in  great  degree,  the  successful 
stamping  out  of  the  foot-and-mouth  dis- 
ease. I  well  remember  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  labouring  very  hard 
in  his  own  county — Boscommon — to 
stamp  out  the  disease.  Now,  the  Vete- 
rinary Portal  Inspectors  are  not  allowed 
to  have  private  practice.  That  is  also 
a  very  gr(>at  grievance.     In  some  of  the 

Eorts  they  are  allowed  private  practice, 
ut  they  are  so  largely  occupied  in  the 
fulfilment  of  their  official  duties  that 
they  have  very  little  time  to  devote  to 
private  practice;  besides,  they  are  re- 
moved from  one  port  to  another,  so  they 
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have  very  little  opportunity  of  building 
up  a  private  practice.  Well,  in  looking 
at  this  Estimate  I  have  to  complain  that 
some  of  the  Portal  Supervisors  are  not 
men  with  any  veterinary  training,  but 
merely  policemen  drawing  pension  from 
the  State.  I  find,  in  Dublin,  two  ez- 
policemen  as  Portal  Supervisors ;  at 
Belfast,  two  District  Inspectors ;  at 
Waterford,  the  District  Inspector;  at 
Cork  and  Derry,  an  ex-Police  Inspector; 
and  they  are  paid  from  £3  to  £4  a-montb. 
The  travelling  Inspectors,  of  whom  there 
are  two,  are  paid  £300  a-year  eaob.  One, 
I  know,  is  a  veterinary  surgeon;  but  the 
other  gentleman  has  had  no  experience 
whatever ;  as  a  matter  of  fact,  he  is  a 
retired  Commander  in  the  BoyeJ  Navy, 
drawing  £350  from  the  State  as  retiring 
allowance,  besides  the  £300  from  the 
Veterinary  Department,  in  addition  to 
1 5«.  per  day  for  travelling  expenses.  I  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  (Sir  Michael  Hioks- 
Boach)  to  explain  how  this  comes  about? 
I  also  ask  him  to  give  serious  considera- 
tion to  the  grievances  the  Portal  Inspec- 
tors in  Ireland  complain  of.  In  the  first 
place,  their  salaries  are  too  small ;  and, 
in  the  second  place,  they  are  liable  to  be 
dismissed  at  a  week's  notice,  irrespec- 
tive of  their  length  of  service.  What 
they  wish  is  to  be  placed  on  the  Civil 
Service  basis;  that  retiring  allowances 
may  be  given  to  them  at  the  end  of  long 
service ;  and  that  if  the  Government  con- 
sent to  grant  them  superannuation  al- 
lowances the  time  they  have  already 
served  should  be  taken  into  consideim- 
tion.  The  noble  Lord  the  Cbancdkr 
of  the  Exchequer  (Lord  Rattddl|dL 
Churchill)  has  announced  that  it  is  ttto 
intention  of  the  Government  to  appoint 
a  Boyal  Commission  to  inquire  into  the 
worluog  of  the  Civil  Service;  perhaps 
the  Government  will  bring  the  Vete- 
rinary Department  in  Ireland  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Commission. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Don*. 
gal,  E.) :  Mr.  Courtney,  with  referenos 
to  your  ruling  that  the  Inspeoton  of 
Lunatic  Asylums  must  be  dealt  witk 
upon  the  Vote  for  the  Local  Ooven- 
ment  Board,  I  beg  to  point  out  that 
there  is  in  this  Vote  a  charge  for  two 
Inspectors,  and  that  these  Inspedon 
are  the  very  gentlemen  to  whom  pf 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Lalor)  wished  to  al- 
lude. Under  those  circumstances,  I  sub- 
mit that  this  is  the  proper  Vote  to  raiss 
the  question  of  the  inspection  of  Iwnatir 
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asylums,  and  that  it  would  be  out  of 
Order  to  raise  it  upon  the  Local  GK>vem- 
ment  Board  Vote. 

Sib  MICHAEL  HICKS -BEACH: 
Mr.  Courtney,  I  renture  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  although  the 
Vote  does  include  the  salaries  of  the 
Inspectors  to  whom  the  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  Lalor)  referred,  it  includes  nothing 
whatever  for  medical  superintendents  or 
visiting  physicians  of  any  of  the  asylums, 
nor  has  it  any  reference  to  the  Boards 
of  the  asylums. 

Mb.  LALOB  :  The  Government  In- 
spector is  closely  connected  with  the 
gentlemen  who  are  concerned  with  the 
asylums,  and  that  is  what  I  want  to 
bring  under  the  notice  of  the  Committee. 

The  chairman  :  It  would  be  irre- 
gular  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  this  Ybte  the  connection  be- 
tween the  Government  Inspector  and 
the  gentlemen  connected  with  the 
asylums.  I  was  wrong  in  saying  that 
the  question  ought  to  be  raised  on  the 
Local  Government  Board  Vote.  I  ought 
to  have  said  the  Vote  in  aid  of  pauper 
lunatics  in  Class  YI. 

Mb.  sexton  :  May  I  point  out  to 
you.  Sir,  that  the  pauper  lunatic  asylums 
are  not  those  to  which  my  hon.  Friend 
calls  attention?  He  desires  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  county  asylums. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR :  I  sub- 
mit to  you,  Sir,  that  the  Vote  for  Pauper 
Lunatic  Asylums  is  restricted  to  the 
charge  for  the  maintenance  of  lunatics. 
I  remember  that  on  a  previous  occasion, 
when  I  attempted  to  raise  a  question 
with  regard  to  the  officers  under  that 
Vote,  the  Chairman  drew  my  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  Vote  was  limited  to 
the  maintenance  of  pauper  lunatics. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH  :  So 
far  as  I  know,  the  only  Vote  which  de- 
frays any  portion  of  the  expenses  of  the 
maintenance  of  lunatics  is  the  Vote  for 
Pauper  Lunatics. 

Mb.  SEXTON :  If  my  hon.  Friend 
desires  to  question  the  fitness  of  one  or 
two  Inspectors  who  are  paid  under  this 
Vote  for  the  office  they  hold,  because  of 
their  relationship  with  another  officer, 
is  he  not  quite  in  Order  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber may  discuss  the  fitness  of  the  In- 
spectors whose  salaries  are  defrayed 
under  this  Vote ;  but  that  does  not 
justify  him  in  discussing  the  organiza- 
tion of  any  of  these  asylums. 

VOL.  COCIX.      [tuihd  series.  "1 


Db.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  The 
facts  of  the  case  are  given  in  the  Re- 
ports of  the  Inspectors.  The  Inspectors 
of  the  asylums  are  practically  the  people 
at  the  head  of  the  Asylums  Department 
in  Ireland,  and  we  have  to  deal  with 
that  Department  from  the  Reports  fur- 
nished t6  us  by  the  Inspectors. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  point  is  irrelevant. 

Mb.  LALOR  :  Dr.  Hatchet  is  actually 
the  father  of  the  Resident  Medical 
Superintendent  of  the  asylum.  This  is 
an  irregularity,  and  I  therefore  beg  to 
reduce  the  Vote  by  £1,200,  the  maxi- 
mum salaries  of  the  Inspectors. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

''That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £16.666,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Offices  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  in 
Dublin  and  London,  and  Subordinate  Depart- 
ments."— {Mr.  Lalor.) 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  submit  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  that  there  are  two  of  these  In- 
spectors—[*' Oh,  oh!"]  What  is  the 
matter?  I  must  call  your  attention, 
Mr.  Courtney,  to  the  conduct  of  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Beigate 
Division  of  Surrey  (Sir  Trevor  Lawrence), 
who  persists  in  a  course  of  continuous 
interruption.  I  wish  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  if  he  will  consider  this  point? 
There  are  two  of  these  Inspectors,  one 
of  them  is  closely  connected  with  two  of 
the  medical  attendants  of  a  certain  asy- 
lum ;  and  I  would  put  it  to  the  Gt)vern- 
ment  whether  it  could  not  be  arranged 
that  this  asylum  might  be  visited  by 
the  other  of  the  two  Inspectors  ? 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH :  If 
it  be  the  fact  that  one  of  the  Inspectors 
is  the  father  of  the  Medical  Superinten- 
dent at  a  particular  asylum,  it  is  obvious 
that  the  other  Inspector  ought  to  visit 
that  Institution. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY :  With  regard  to 
the  discussion  raised  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber forEafet  Clare  (Mr.  Cox),  which  has 
been  interrupted,  I  should  like  to  say  a 
word  with  regard  to  the  Vote  for  the 
Veterinary  Surgeons.     For  some  time 
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there  liaa  existed  in  Dublin  and  its 
vioinitj  a  disease  known  as  pleuro- 
pneumonia, and  the  Inspectors  have 
failed  to  stamp  it  out.  [Laughter.']  I 
would  observe  that  this  is  no  laughing 
matter.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  may  laugh 

The  attorney  GENERAL  pob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  was  not  laughing  at  that. 

Mb.  M.  J.  KENNY :  I  repeat,  this  is 
no  laughing  matter.  It  is  a  ver^^  serious 
question,  and  one  materially  affecting 
tbe  Irish,  cattle  trade.  I  saw  the  other 
day  that  an  outbreak  of  pleuro-pneu- 
monia,  which  had  taken  place  in  Scot- 
land, was  attributed  to  cattle  imported 
from  Ireland.  We  know  that  nearly  all 
outbreaks  of  cattle  disease  which,  occur 
in  Great  Britain  are  at  once  attributed 
to  the  importation  of  infected  animals 
from  Ireland ;  and  the  result  of  that  has 
been  that,  in  many  instances,  the  cattle 
trade  of  Ireland  has  been  very  seriously 
injured.  It  would  be  a  very  serious 
matter  for  Ireland  if  the  importation  of 
cattle  into  Great  Britain  were  put  a  stop 
to.  The  contagious  diseases  of  cattle 
are  not  stamped  out  in  Ireland,  because 
the  slaughtering  of  the  animals  is  left  to 
the  Boards  of  Guardians.  There  is  an 
arrangement  by  which,  half  the  com- 
pensation is  paid  by  the  Guardians. 
[**  Order!**!  This  comes  under  th.e 
Veterinary  Department. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HIOKS-BEACH : 
The  expense  of  slaughtering  in  Ireland 
is  paid  out  of  the  rates.  Slaughtering  is 
carried  out,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
himself  stated,  on  the  authority  of 
Boards  of  Guardians,  and  that  point 
cannot  now  be  discussed,  for  the  salaries 
of  th.e  officials  of  whose  conduct  the  hon. 
Member  complains  are  not  included  in 
the  present  Vote. 

Mr.  M.J.KENNY :  I  am  afraid  I  have 
not  made  myself  clear.  I  would  sub- 
mit that  half  the  expense  of  slaughter- 
ing is  contributed  out  of  the  rates,  and 
the  other  half  by  the  Government. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HIOKS-BEAOH: 
That  is  not  so ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
half  the  cost  is  borne  by  the  local  rate, 
and  half  by  the  general  rate. 

Mb.  M.  J.  KENNY :  My  point  is,  that 
the  duties  in  connection  with  the 
slaughtering  of  animals  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  Local  Authority ;  and  what 
I  want  to  do  is  to  transfer  those  duties 

Mr.  if.  J.  Kenny 


from  the  Local  Authority  to  the  Central 
Authority. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Gal way,  N.) :  There 
is  a  professional  adviser  to  the  Veterinary 
Department  included  under  this  Vote. 
He  gives  advice  from  the  Veterinary  De- 
partment to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  and 
the  Local  Government  Board.  I  think, 
therefore,  that  any  question  connected 
with  the  Veterinary  Department  of  Ire- 
land would  be  perfectly  in  Order. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  matter  the 
hon.  Member  (Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny)  wishes 
to  discuss  is  not  connected  with  the 
Veterinary  Department,  but  has  refer- 
ence to  the  Local  Authorities,  from  whom 
the  hon.  Gentleman  wishes  to  have 
certain  duties  transferred  to  the  Central 
Authorities. 

Mr.  M  J.  KENNY :  Should  I  not  be 
in  Order  in  suggesting  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  should  take  these 
matters  under  his  direct  authority  ? 

The  chairman  :  It  would  not  be 
relevant  to  this  Vote. 

Colonel  NOLAN:  Would  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretarv 
tell  us  what  are  the  duties  of  the  ad- 
viser of  the  Veterinary  Department  who 
advises  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH: 
He  advises  the  Government  in  regard 
to  legal  matters  connected  with  the  De- 
partment ;  not  in  regard  to  any  action 
imposed  upon  the  Boards  of  Guardians. 
I  cannot  speak  very  fully  on  this  sub- 
ject now ;  but  I  am  informed  that,  ex- 
cept on  one  or  two  minor  points,  the 
positions  of  these  Inspectors  in  England 
and  Ireland  are  on  very  similar  lines 
indeed.  I  find  that  with  the  exception 
of  the  Veterinary  Officers  at  London, 
Liverpool,  and  Newcastle,  the  salaries 
of  those  at  Irish  ports  are  in  favour  of 
the  Irish  Inspectors  rather  than  the 
English  Inspectors.  The  salaries  in 
Ireland  range  from  £182  10«.  Od,  to 
£264 ;  whereas  in  England  they  range 
from  £100  to  £250.  With  regard  to 
another  point  which  has  been  raised,  I 
may  point  out  that  Army  officers  are  not 
employed  on  the  duties  of  the  Veteri- 
nary Department. 

Dr.  TANNER :  In  the  course  of  thi« 
debate  I  was  much  struck  by  the  ex- 
tremely nice  manner  in  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  dealt  with  the  question  of  the 
Irish  fisheries.     Everybody    who    has 
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•▼er  been  connected  in  any  possible  way 
with  this  matter  of  fisheries  must  have 
been  struck  with  the  fact  that  both  the 
inland  and  sea  fisheries  of  Ireland  are 
deserving  of  the  greatest  care  and  atten- 
tion. I  do  not  intend,  as  the  hour  is  so 
late,  to  deal  with  the  matter  in  detail, 
as  had  been  my  original  intention ;  but 
I  cannot  help  being  struck  on  going 
through  the  Beport  furnished  to  us  by 
the  Inspector  of  Fisheries — not  merely 
the  last  Beport,  but  the  last  three  Ee- 
ports — to  see  that  we  have  the  same 
complaints  arising  again  and  again. 
Do  these  Inspectors  of  Fisheries  per- 
form the  duties  to  carry  out  which  they 
are  presumably  nominated  ?  It  is  com- 
plained that  certain  technical  points 
in  connection  with  their  duties  are  not 
carried  out,  in  consequence  of  the  bad 
state  of  the  law,  or  in  consequence  of  diffi- 
cnlties  which  arise  in  different  parts  of 
the  country,  and  to  which  the  Goyem- 
xnent  of  the  day  do  not  pay  any 
especial  attention.  It  appears  to  me 
thfat  it  would  be  advisable  to  bring 
this  matter  imder  the  direct  cog- 
nizance and  attention  of  Her  Majesty^ s 
Government.  We  find  in  the  last  Be- 
port of  Major  Hayes  that  he  calls  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  in  the  Beport  of 
1884  he  drew  attention  to  the  same  state 
of  affairs  which  exists  at  the  present 
moment.  In  the  concluding  portion,  he 
saySy  he  begs  to  refer  to  the  Beport  of 
1884  with  reference  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Fishery  Laws,  and  he  reiterates 
what  he  eald  on  the  previous  year, 
calling  attention  very  strongly  to  the 
unfortunate  prevalence  of  poisoning  in 
some  of  the  Irish  rivers.  Everyone 
Imows  that  the  spots  which  are  poisoned 
in  the  rivers  are  the  spawning  grounds 
of  the  fish  which  run  up  in  the  spawn- 
ing season.  Unfortunately,  the  period 
at  which  the  fish  collect  on  these  grounds 
in  the  largest  numbers  is  the  period 
chosen  by  the  men  who  commit  this 
offence  for  poisoning  the  streams.  How 
does  it  come  about  that  this  poisoning 
is  pursued  on  such  a  large  scale  in  the 
Irish  waters  ?  Happening  to  belong  to 
the  Board  of  Conservators  of  the  Biver 
Lee,  my  attention  was  drawn  to  the 
Bubject.  We  found  out  that  in  the  old 
days  the  poorer  people  were  allowed  to 
fiah  one  day  in  the  week  in  the  upper 
waters  if  they  took  out  a  licence.  That 
was  the  case  on  the  Biver  Lee  ;  but  the 
Mune  thing  may  be  said  of  such  rivers 


as  the  Bann  and  the  Blackwater.  It 
seems  to  have  come  about,  however,  in  re- 
cent years,  that  the  landlords  owning  the 
property  on  the  banks  of  these  different 
rivers  have  taken  over  all  the  fishing 
rights,  including  those  which,  in  times 
gone  by,  had  been  occasionally  shared 
by  their  poorer  neighbours.  The  conse- 
quence was  that  the  poor  people  re- 
taliated. Of  course,  this  system  of 
retaliation  is  a  system  which  should  be 
deprecated,  and  very  strongly  depre- 
cated; and,  for  my  own  part,  I  have 
condemned  it  again  and  again,  and  have 
tried  by  every  means  in  my  power  to 
get  people  to  speak  to  the  inhabitants 
of  those  districts  where  the  poisoning 
occurs,  in  order  to  let  them  understand 
that  by  poisoning  the  streams  they  are 
doing  not  only  an  injury  to  themselves 
and  the  district,  but  to  the  people  fish- 
ing down  below  in  the  tidal  waters  at 
the  mouths  of  the  rivers.  Very  strong 
representations  were  made  to  the  Boards 
of  Conservators,  and  those  representa- 
tions had  at  first  a  certain  amount  of 
effect.  The  Conservators  of  Fisheries — 
["  Question !  "1 — I  sm  dealing  with  what 
comes  in  the  Keport,  and  if  anyone  calls 
'*  Question  "  I  can  easily  give  him  any 
amount  of  information  on  the  matter. 
I  am  trying  to  cut  my  remarks  short ; 
but  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  seem 
anxious  that  I  should  not  do  eo,  but 
should  give  them  further  information. 
This  question  of  poisoning  the  rivers  is 
of  the  greatest  possible  importance. 
The  Inspectors  of  Fisheries  have  been 
giving  attention  to  this  unfortunate 
state  of  affairs,  in  order,  if  they  possibly 
could,  to  try  and  remedy  it.  What  was 
done  upon  these  Boards  of  Conservators? 
Gentlemen  were  requested  to  try  and 
deal  generously  with  the  poor  people  on 
the  upper  waters,  and  they  were  told 
that  if  they  did  deal  generously  with 
them,  giving  those  who  took  out  licences 
permission  to  fish  one  day  in  the  week 
or  one  day  in  a  fortnight,  that  a  great 
deal  of  this  trouble  would  be  set  at  rest, 
and  that  a  peaceful  and  sound  solution 
of  the  existing  difficulty  would  be  found. 
This  recommendation  was  tried,  a  great 
number  of  gentlemen  allowing  the  poor ' 
people  certain  days  for  fishing.  8ome 
went  80  far  as  to  allow  two  days  a-week 
provided  they  took  out  the  ordinary 
salmon  licences.  Others  gave  one  day, 
whilst  others,  again,  only  gave  one  day 
in  a  fortnight,  and  the  consequence  was 
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that  where  this  was  done  the  poisoning 
ceased.     Unfortunately,  in  my  district, 
it  happens  that  a  great  number  of  land- 
lords have  been  very  harsh  and  cruel. 
They  have  tried  to  keep  all  their  rights 
to  themselves,  and  have  refused  to  part 
with  a  single  jot,  iota,  or  tittle  of  them. 
As  a  result,  we  have  these  poisoning 
reports  again   and    again.     We  must 
have  attention  brought  to  the  matter, 
and  I  trust   that   the    Inspectors    and 
other  officials  will  seriously  move  in  the 
matter,  and  endeavour  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther any  other  solution  can  be  found  of 
a  problem  which  leads  to  great  loss  to 
the  people  at  large.     Not  only  does  it 
lead  to  great  loss  and  hardship  to  the 
rod  fishermen,  but  it  affects  still  more 
severely  the  men  who  fish  in  the  estuaries 
of  the  rivers,  who  pay  twice  as  much  in 
the  shape  of  duties  as  the  rod  fisher- 
men.    By  far  the  greater  part  of  the 
licence  money  is  paid  by  professional 
fishermen  who  use  drift  nets  in  the  tidal 
waters.     These  fishermen  live  entirely 
by  fishing ;  whereas  the  rod  fishers  are 
either  amateurs,  or  men  who  follow  the 
business  of  fishing  during  a  portion  of 
the  year    and  are   farmers  during  the 
rest  of  the  year.     I  do  not  like  to  speak 
longer  upon   this   subject   at   this  late 
hour ;  but,  seeing  the  great  importance 
of  the  subject,  and  the  attention  which 
has  been  drawn  to  it  by  both  Sir  Thomas 
Brady  and  Mr.  Hayes,  I  think  I  am 
TuUy  warranted  in   bringing  it  before 
•he  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
nan  the  Chief  Secretary  for    Ireland, 
f  here  are  a  great  number  of  other  points 
in  connection  with  the    seine  fisheries 
that  I  should  like  to  touch  upon ;  but 
seeing  the  lateness  of  the  hour  I  will 
refrain  from  doing  so.     I  think  it  would, 
perhaps,  bo  better  for  me  to  defer  any 
further  remarks  I  have  to  make  to  the 
stage  of  Keport.     I  will  defer  also  to 
that  stage  the  observations  I  desire  to 
make  with  regard  to  the  Inspectors  of 
Lunatic  Asylums  and  of  the  Veterinary 
Department. 

Mb.  BIGGAE  :  Before  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  replies,  I 
wish  to  say  that  I  think  I  heard  some 
hon.  Gentleman  make  representations 
in  favour  of  the  Veterinary  Department 
of  Ireland.  I  hope  the  hon.  Member's 
observation 8  will  not  be  considered  at 
all,  for  the  veterinary  surgeons  are  very 
well  paid  at  present,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  a  great  mistake  for  the  Go- 
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vemment  to  make  any  fresh  arrangement 
and  give  them  a  larger  claim  on  the 
public  funds. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  I  desire  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, with  regard  to  the  question  of  a 
close  time  for  herrings,  whether  the 
suspension  of  trawling  in  Scotland  has, 
or  has  not,  taken  place  by  way  of  scien- 
tific experiment?  If  it  has,  I  should 
like  to  ask  him  whether  he  would  not 
endeavour  to  have  scientific  experiments 
of  this  nature  carried  out  in  Ireland,  not 
only  in  connection  with  trawling,  but  in 
connection  with  those  other  matters 
which  have  been  referred  to  ?  The  sub- 
ject is  an  important  one,  and  probably 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  see  his 
way  to  making  a  small  concession  upon 
it. 

Mr.  p.  J.  POWEE  (Waterford,  E.)  : 
I  am  in  the  same  position  as  some  of 
my  hon.  Friends,  although  I  have  not 
trespassed  on  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  any  time  at  all  this  evening. 
I  would  express  a  hope  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  will  take  care  that  the  interests 
of  the  cot  and  net  fishermen  are  not  sac- 
rificed to  those  of  the  rod  fishermen. 
The  tendency  in  the  South  of  Ireland, 
particularly  on  such  rivers  as  the  Black- 
water,  is  to  safeguard  the  interests  of 
the  rod  fishermen  to  the  detriment  of 
the  cot  or  net  fishermen.  The  cot  fisher- 
men give  a  large  sum  of  money  for  their 
licences,  and  the  rod  fishermen  do  not. 
Moreover,  the  cot  fishermen  are  ex- 
tremely poor,  and  have  to  live  by  their 
fishing;  whereas  the  rod  fishermen,  as 
a  rule,  merelv  fish  for  amusement.  I 
would  therefore  ask  the  right  hon.  Gen* 
tleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to  be  on  his 
guard  against  the  influeoces  which  I 
know  will  be  brought  to  bear  upon  him 
in  Ireland,  during  the  next  few  months, 
in  order  to  induce  him  to  sacrifice  the 
interests  of  the  net  fishermen  to  the  rod 
fishermen.  As  having  some  knowledge 
of  this  question,  I  would  earnestly  press 
it  upon  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman. 

Mr.  PYNE  (Waterford,  W.):  There 

is   great  complaint  made [Cfriee  of 

**  Divide !  "]  I  can  wait  until  those 
Gentlemen  have  done;  my  time  is  at 
their  service.  The  question  I  want  to 
come  at  is  as  to  the  close  time.  It  seems 
that  Almighty  God  ordained  for  man 
one  day's  rest  in  the  week — that  is  tor 
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say,  on  the  Sunday ;  but  it  is  ordained 
by  the  law  that  the  salnaon  fishermen 
shall  have  two  Sundays  in  the  week. 
While  everybody  else  in  Ireland  has 
only  one  day  in  the  week  upon  which  he 
cannot  labour  for  his  livelihood,  the 
salmon  fisherman  has  two,  and  I  must 
say  that  that  appears  to  me  to  be  ex- 
tremely hard  lines  upon  these  poor  men, 
who  have,  for  reasons  I  would  explain, 
to  stand  idle  on  the  Saturday  as  well  as 
on  the  Sunday.  The  law  says  that  the 
fishermen  shall  abstain  from  fishing  in 
order  to  allow  the  salmon  to  run  up  the 
rivers  for  the  convenience  and  profit  of 
certain  landlords,  who  let  their  salmon 
fishings  to  noble  Dukes  in  Ireland.  I 
believe  the  father  of  the  present  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  rented  a  fishery, 
and  that  he  encroached  upon  the  poor 
fishermen's  water.  [  Cries  of  *'  Divide ! "] 
Wei),  the  grievance  to  which  I  would 
draw  attention  is  that  of  these  poor  men, 
who  are  prevented  from  working  six 
days  in  the  week  simply  because  certain 
noble  gentlemen  wish  to  preserve  the 
rivers  for  the  purpose  of  catching  fish 
with  the  fly.  I  can  understand  it  to  be 
in  the  interests  of  the  people  to  procure 
cheap  fish,  and  I  quite  agree  that  cer- 
tain laws  are  necessary  to  protect  the 
breedinff  of  salmon ;  but  I  cannot  un- 
derstand why,  when  the  fishing  is  not 
likely  to  interfere  with  the  breeding, 
salmon  should  not  be  caught  whenever 
it  is  possible  to  catch  them.  Therefore, 
I  must  protest  against  this  Saturday 
close  season.  I  believe  there  is  a  Com- 
mittee of  this  House  which  was  to  have 
sat  to  consider  this  subject,  but  which, 
owing  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  time,  did  not  sit  last  Session.  The 
reason,  I  understand,  was  some  dis- 
agreement between  the  Liberal  and 
Conservative  Leaders  as  to  the  number 
of  persons  to  be  appointed  to  take  part 
in  Uie  inquiry,  and  as  to 

The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man is,  I  think,  travelling  very  wide  of 
the  Vote.  '  It  is  only  competent  to  dis- 
cuss the  question  of  fishing  as  connected 
with  the  functions  of  the  Inspectors. 

Mb.  PYNE:  The  Inspectors  carry 
out  the  bye-laws,  and  one  of  the  bye- 
laws  is  the  observance  of  this  second 
Sonday  in  the  week.  Owing,  however, 
to  tlie  interruptions  which  have  taken 
place  I  shall  sit  down. 

The  hon.  Mtsmbkb  thereupon  resumed 
ieat. 


Mr.  BIQGAR  :  I  trust  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  will  reply 
to  some  of  the  questions  raised. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH :  I 
have  replied  to  every  point  requiring  an 
answer  from  me. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Besolution  to  be  reported. 

(2.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £68,688,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  3l8t  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  liocal  Government  Board 
in  Ireland,  including  yarious  Grants  in  Aid  of 
Local  Taxation." 

Mr.  BIQGAE  (Cavan,  W.) :  I  think 
it  is  now  time  (2  o'clock)  we  should  re- 
port Progress.  The  discussion  of  this 
Vote  will  occupy  a  considerable  time, 
and  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  we 
are  required  to  re-assemble  at  12  oVIock. 
In  the  interest  of  himself  and  of  all 
parties,  the  noble  Lord  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  ought  to  agree  to  re- 
port Progress. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  If 
the  noble  Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  is  not  prepared  to  report 
Progress  now—  [  Ones  of  **  Progress !  '*] 
— I  should  prefer  to  report  Progress — 
perhaps  he  will  say  how  much  longer  he 
proposes  to  continue  Supply. 

ThbCHANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEE  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  is  ready  to  go  on  with 
the  rest  of  the  Class.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Biggar)  will  recollect  that  we 
have  spent  a  ereat  many  hours  over  one 
Vote.  I  think  hon.  Members  might  be 
disposed  to  let  us  take  the  rest  of  the 
Irish  Votes  in  this  Class,  and  be^in  with 
the  Votes  of  the  Criminal  Law  Class  to- 
morrow. L"No,  no!"]  It  certainly 
appears  that  the  opinion  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  is  not  wanted. 

Mr.  biggar  :  I  appeal  to  the  Go- 
vernment to  report  Progress,  and  not  to 
force  us  into  an  unseemly  wrangle.  The 
discupsion  to-night  has  ranged  over 
many  questions,  any  one  of  which,  when 
raised  in  an  ordinary  Session,  say  on 
the  Motion  to  go  into  Committee  on  a 
Friday,  would  have  occupied  a  whole 
Sitting.    I  think  very  fair  progress  haa 
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been  made  this  evening,  and  that  the 
Government  have  not  very  much  to  com- 
plain of.  I  maj  say  that  though  I  have 
spoken  three  or  four  times,  I  have  not 
occupied  more  than  10  minutes  of  the 
time  of  the  Committee.  There  has  been 
no  time  wasted,  expect  possibly  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  who  during 
his  speech  was  called  to  Order  three 
times.  By  reporting  Progpress  now  we 
shall  avoid  an  unpleasant  controversy, 
and  be  able  to  get  on  smoothly  with  our 
work  to-morrow. 

Mr.  ABTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal, E.) :  I  think  the  desire  of  the  noble 
Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  to  complete 
the  Yotes  in  this  Class  is,  after  all,  a 
very  reasonable  one,  because  we  must 
admit  that  there  has  been  a  considerable 
amount  of  discussion  over  the  single  one 
that  has  been  passed  this  evening.    But 
with  regard  to  his  suggestion  that  we 
should  take  the  remainder  of  the  Yotes 
in  this  Class,  I  may  remind  him  that 
one  of  the  Yotes,   that  for  the  Irish 
Board  of  Works,  will  lead,  as  it  always 
has  done,   to  considerable   contention. 
With  reference  to  another  Yote  in  this 
Class,  I  may  say  that  during  the  last 
Session  I  placed  upon  the  Paper  a  No- 
tice concerning  it,  and  the   vote  was 
purposely  kept  open  in  order  that  the 
House  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
fully  discussing  the  re-organization  of 
the  office  concerned — namely,  the  Re- 
gistrar Generars  Office  in  Dublin.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  am  afraid  I  shall 
have  to  detain    the  Committee   longer 
than  they  will  care  to  be  detained  at 
this  hour  (2.10).     I  am  personally  pre- 
pared to  go  on  with  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  Yote  now ;  but  it  would  not 
be  fair  to  take  any  other  Yotes  now, 
considering  that  we  have  to  come  here 
at  12  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL : 
I  agree  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  it 
would  be  unreasonable  to  enter  upon  a 
long  discussion;  but  I  suppose  I  may 
assume  from  what  fell  from  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Cavan  (Mr.  Biggar) 
that  as  the  discussion  on  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary's Yote  has  been  a  very  full  one, 
the  speeches  on  all  the  other  Yotes  of  a 
similar  value  will  not  be  long — the  Go- 
vernment may  understand  something  of 
that  kind?  The  Local  Government 
Board  Yote,  I  understand,  is  not  of  a 
teij  contentious  character;    but  per- 

M*.  Biggar 


haps  hon.  Members  would  rather  it  was 
not  taken  to-night.  I  am  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Committee.  Of  course,  the 
Yote  for  Public  Works  will  be  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  biggar  :  My  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  East  Donegal  (Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor)  has  probably  very  little  to 
say  upon  the  Local  Government  Board 
Yote ;  but  I  can  assure  the  noble  Lord 
that  a  great  many  of  the  Members  of  the 
Irish  Party  have  something  to  sav  upon 
it.  My  present  estimate  is  that  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  Yote  will  occupy  at  least 
a  couple  of  hours.  To  commence  at 
2  o'clock  in  the  morning  a  discussion 
which  is  likely  to  occupy  two  hours 
is  a  little  unreasonable,  especially  as 
we  have  to  meet  again  at  12  o'clock. 
Of  course,  I  shall  be  here  at  12  o'clock, 
no  matter  what  time  we  separate ;  still 
I  think  we  ought  to  report  Progress 
now. 

Mb.  DEASY  (Mayo,  W.) :  I  take  a 
g^eat  interest  in  the  Yote  which  the 
noble  Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer proposes  we  should  take  now ; 
but  if  the  noble  Lord,  will  consent  to 
postpone  the  Yote  until  to-morrow,  I 
promise  him  I  will  curtail  my  remarks 
as  much  as  possible.  I  really  believe 
that  to  postpone  the  Yote  will  have  the 
effect  of  accelerating  Business. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-marrow, 

Committee  also  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  To-mwrrow. 

DISTURBANCES  AT  BELFAST  INQUIRY 

BILL.-[BiLL  36.] 

(Sir  Michael  Hiekt^Beaeh^  Mr,  Attorney  General 

for  Ireland^  Mr,  Solicitor  Oeneralfor  Ireland,) 

COMMITTEE. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1  (Short  title)  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  (Commission  to  have  powers 
herein  named). 

Mb.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.,  and  Sligo, 
S.) :  Before  this  clause  is  disposed  of,  I 
wish  to  move  an  Amendment  by  adding 
at  the  end  of  the  clause  the  words — 


"  None  of  the  powers  conferred  by  this 
tion  shall  be  exer^sed  before  the  twelfth  day 
of  October  eighteen  hundred  and  eightynrix." 

I  think  it  is  essential  that  the  inqui^ 
should  not  sit  until  the  revisions  of  voieif 
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in  Dublin  and  also  in  West  Belfast  are 
concluded.  Mr.  Adams  is  a  revising 
barrister  for  one  of  the  constituencies  of 
he  Gitj  of  Dublin,  and  it  would  be  well 
that  he  should  complete  his  revision 
before  this  Oommission  of  Inquiry  sits. 
He  knows  the  voters'  lists  for  the  City  of 
Dublin  very  well,  and  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely inconvenient  to  take  him  away 
from  the  Bevision  Oourt  and  send  him 
to  Belfast.  Then,  again,  Mr.  O'Shaugh- 
nessy,  a  Protestant  gentleman  and  a 
member  of  the  Bar,  has  been  engaged 
by  the  Catholic  Committee  to  represent 
them  at  the  inquiry ;  but  he  is  also  en- 
gaged in  the  revision  of  voters  in  Done- 
gal, and  the  Bevision  Court  only  opens 
on  Monday  next.  Considerable  im- 
portance is  attached  to  this  year's  revi- 
sion in  West  Belfast.  The  work  there 
is  very  heavy;  indeed,  the  Government 
have  felt  themselves  bound  to  appoint 
two  revising  barristers  to  discharge  the 
work  done  last  year  by  one.  In  July 
the  Tory  Party  in  Belfast  transferred 
some  hundreds  of  these  voters  to  West 
Belfast  from  the  other  divisions  of  the 
town,  and  the  Nationalists  followed  suit. 
There  is  this  year,  therefore,  a  very 
extraordinary  amount  of  work,  and  great 
interest  concentrates  upon  it.  The  Be- 
vision Court  is  now  sitting,  and  if  the 
revision  be  interrupted  by  the  inquiry 
one  of  two  things  will  happen.  Every- 
one in  Belfast,  whether  Tory  or  Na- 
tionalist, who  takes  any  interest  in  public 
affairs,  concerns  himself  with  the  revi- 
sion in  West  Belfast;  and  if  the 
Court  of  Inquiry  sits  now,  the  result 
will  be  that  everyone  will  either  desert 
the  Bevision  Court,  or  else  the  Court 
of  Inquiry.  It  is  necessary  for  the 
effectiveness  both  of  the  inquiry  and  the 
revision  that  the  respective  Courts  should 
be  held  at  different  times.  There  is  a 
good  deal  of  excited  feeling  in  Belfast, 
and  the  House  of  Commons  ought  to 
refrain  from  doing  anything  which  will 
tend  to  increase  the  excitement.  I  can 
hold  out  no  hope  that  the  revision  will 
proceed  satisfactorily  if  the  Court  of 
Inquiry  sits  at  the  same  time.  There 
it  no  urgency  about  the  inquiry.  Peace 
ia  restored,  and  the  Chief  Secretary  has 
taken  ample  measures  for  policeing  the 
town.  The  Beport  of  the  Committee 
cannot  be  acted  upon  until  next  Session; 
therefore  I  think  we  may  safely  adopt 
my  sagffestion,  and  thus  reduce  the 
ooaiioe  ox  a  renewal  of  excitement. 


Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  at 

end  of  Clause,  add — 

**  None  of  the  powers  conferred  by  this  sec- 
tion shall  be  exercised  before  the  twelfth  day 
of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-six." 
'^{Mr^  Sextgni) 

Question  proposed, "  That  these  words 
be  there  added/' 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  ad- 
visable to  accept  this  Amendment.  I 
was  under  the  impression  that  all  Parties 
in  the  House  were  desirous  that  this 
Commission  should  sitassoon  as  possible. 
I  think  that  in  the  course  of  the  discus- 
sion on  the  second  reading  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman himself  conceded  this  point.  An 
additional  reason  has  arisen  since  then 
why  the  inquiry  by  the  Commission  should 
not  be  postponed  until  the  date  named 
in  the  Amendment.  We  have  secured, 
or  we  feel  certain  of  securing,  the  ser- 
vices of  Mr.  Justice  Day,  in  accordance 
with  circumstances  mentioned  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secretary, 
and  we  all  know  that  his  duties  in  this 
country  will  commence  at  the  end  of 
October.  It  will,  therefore,  be  very  de- 
sirable, indeed  almost  necessary,  that 
the  Commission  should  sit  earlier  than 
the  day  suggested  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man. As  far  as  Mr.  Adams  is  concerned, 
the  Government  are  quite  prepared,  if 
necessary,  to  provide  a  substitute  for 
him  in  the  Revision  Court  at  Dublin ;  and 
as  to  Mr.  O^Shaughnessy,  I  have  no 
doubt  means  can  be  found  of  getting 
over  the  difficulty  in  which  he  is  placed. 
It  will  hardly  be  possible  for  the  Com- 
mission to  sit  at  once  ;  in  fact,  I  think  I 
am  in  a  position  to  say  that  the  Commis- 
sion will  not  sit  much  earlier  than  the 
28th  or  29th  of  September.  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  accept  such  an  assurance, 
there  will  be  no  necessity  for  the  Amend- 
ment he  has  proposed. 

Mr.  sexton  :  On  that  I  have  only 
to  say  that  if  the  Commission  commences 
its  sittings  on  the  12th  of  October  I  can- 
not see  why  it  should  not  be  able  to 
conclude  its  labours  before  the  end  of 
October,  and  thus  release  Mr.  Justice 
Day  for  his  English  engagements.  At 
the  same  time,  I  am  not  disposed  to 
press  my  Amendment  in  any  obstructive 
spirit.  I  only  desire  there  should  be  a 
reasonable  prospect  of  the  revision 
getting  through  oefore  the  Commission 
begins.  Will  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
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there  has  existed  in  Dublin  and  its 
vicinity  a  disease  known  as  pleuro- 
pneumonia, and  the  Inspectors  have 
failed  to  stamp  it  out.  [Laughter,']  I 
would  observe  that  this  is  no  laughing 
matter.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  may  laugh 

The  attorney  GENERAL  pob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  was  not  laughing  at  that. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY :  I  repeat,  this  is 
no  laughing  matter.  It  is  a  very  serious 
question,  and  one  materially  affecting 
the  Irish  cattle  trade.  I  saw  the  other 
day  that  an  outbreak  of  pleuro-pneu- 
monia,  which  had  taken  place  in  Scot- 
land, was  attributed  to  cattle  imported 
from  Ireland.  We  know  that  nearly  all 
outbreaks  of  cattle  disease  which  occur 
in  Great  Britain  are  at  once  attributed 
to  the  importation  of  infected  animals 
from  Ireland ;  and  the  result  of  that  has 
been  that,  in  many  instances,  the  cattle 
trade  of  Ireland  has  been  very  seriously 
injured.  It  would  be  a  very  serious 
matter  for  Ireland  if  the  importation  of 
cattle  into  Great  Britain  were  put  a  stop 
to.  The  contagious  diseases  of  cattle 
are  not  stamped  out  in  Ireland,  because 
the  slaughtering  of  the  animals  is  left  to 
the  Boards  of  Guardians.  There  is  an 
arrangement  by  which  half  the  com- 
pensation is  paid  by  the  Guardians. 
[**  Order!"]  This  comes  under  the 
Veterinary  Department. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HIOKS-BEACH : 
The  expense  of  slaughtering  in  Ireland 
is  paid  out  of  the  rates.  Slaughtering  is 
carried  out,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
himself  stated,  on  the  authority  of 
Boards  of  Guardians,  and  that  point 
cannot  now  be  discussed,  for  the  salaries 
of  the  officials  of  whose  conduct  the  hon. 
Member  complains  are  not  included  in 
the  present  Vote. 

Mr.  M.J.KENNY :  I  am  afraid  I  have 
not  made  myself  clear.  I  would  sub- 
mit that  half  the  expense  of  slaughter- 
ing is  contributed  out  of  the  rates,  and 
the  other  half  by  the  Government. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH: 
That  is  not  so ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
half  the  cost  is  borne  by  the  local  rate, 
and  half  by  the  general  rate. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY :  My  point  is,  that 
the  duties  in  connection  with  the 
slaughtering  of  animals  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  Local  Authority ;  and  what 
I  want  to  do  is  to  transfer  those  duties 

Mr»  M.  J.  Kenny 


from  the  Local  Authority  to  the  Oentral 
Authority. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Gal way,  N.) :  There 
is  a  professional  adviser  to  the  Veterinary 
Department  included  under  this  Vote. 
He  gives  advice  from  the  Yeterinary  De- 
partment to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  and 
the  Local  Government  Board.  I  think, 
therefore,  that  any  question  connected 
with  the  Veterinary  Department  of  Ire- 
land would  be  perfectly  in  Order. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  matter  the 
hon.  Member  (Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny)  wishes 
to  discuss  is  not  connected  with  the 
Veterinary  Department,  but  has  refer- 
ence to  the  Local  Authorities,  from  whom 
the  hon.  Gentleman  wishes  to  have 
certain  duties  transferred  to  the  Central 
Authorities. 

Mr.  M  J.  KENNY :  Should  I  not  be 
in  Order  in  suggesting  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  should  take  these 
matters  under  his  direct  authority  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN :  It  would  not  be 
relevant  to  this  Vote. 

Colonel  NOLAN:  Would  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretanr 
tell  us  what  are  the  duties  of  the  ad- 
viser of  the  Veterinary  Department  who 
advises  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH: 
He  advises  the  Government  in  regard 
to  legal  matters  connected  with  the  De- 
partment ;  not  in  regard  to  any  action 
imposed  upon  the  Boards  of  Guardians. 
I  cannot  speak  very  fully  on  this  sub- 
ject now ;  but  I  am  informed  that,  ex- 
cept on  one  or  two  minor  points,  the 
positions  of  these  Inspectors  m  England 
and  Ireland  are  on  very  similar  lines 
indeed.  I  find  that  with  the  exception 
of  the  Veterinary  Officers  at  LondoOy 
Liverpool,  and  Newcastle,  the  salaries 
of  those  at  Irish  ports  are  in  fayoar  of 
the  Irish  Inspectors  rather  than  the 
English  Inspectors.  The  sidaries  in 
Ireland  range  from  £182  10«.  M.  to 
£264 ;  whereas  in  England  they  range 
from  £100  to  £250.  With  regard  to 
another  point  which  has  been  raised,  I 
may  point  out  that  Army  officers  are  not 
employed  on  the  duties  of  the  Veteri- 
nary Department. 

Db.  TANNER :  In  the  course  of  this 
debate  I  was  much  struck  by  the  ex- 
tremely  nice  manner  in  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretaxr  nr 
Ireland  dealt  with  the  question  of  the 
Irish  fisheries.     Everybody    who    has 
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ever  been  conoected  in  any  possible  way 
with  this  matter  of  fisheries  must  have 
been  struck  with  the  fact  that  both  the 
inland  and  sea  fisheries  of  Ireland  are 
deserving  of  the  greatest  care  and  atten- 
tion. I  do  not  intend,  as  the  hour  is  so 
late,  to  deal  with  the  matter  in  detail, 
as  had  been  my  origin al  intention ;  but 
I  cannot  help  being  struck  on  going 
through  the  Eeport  furnished  to  us  by 
the  Inspector  of  Fisheries — not  merely 
the  last  Beport,  but  the  last  three  Be- 
ports — to  see  that  we  have  the  same 
complaints  arising  again  and  again. 
Do  these  Inspectors  of  Fisheries  per- 
form the  duties  to  carry  out  which  they 
are  presumably  nominated  ?  It  is  com- 
plained that  certain  technical  points 
in  connection  with  their  duties  are  not 
carried  out,  in  consequence  of  the  bad 
state  of  the  law,  or  in  consequence  of  diffi- 
culties which  arise  in  different  parts  of 
the  country,  and  to  which  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  do  not  pay  any 
especial  attention.  It  appears  to  me 
that  it  would  be  advisable  to  bring 
this  matter  under  the  direct  cog- 
nizance and  attention  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  We  find  in  the  last  Bo- 
port  of  Major  Hayes  that  he  calls  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  in  the  Beport  of 
1884  he  drew  attention  to  the  same  state 
of  affairs  which  exists  at  the  present 
moment.  In  the  concluding  portion,  he 
says,  he  begs  to  refer  to  the  Beport  of 
1884  with  reference  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Fishery  Laws,  and  he  reiterates 
what  he  said  on  the  previous  year, 
calling  attention  very  strongly  to  the 
unfortunate  prevalence  of  poisoning  in 
some  of  the  Irish  rivers.  Everyone 
knows  that  the  spots  which  are  poisoned 
in  the  rivers  are  the  spawning  grounds 
of  the  fish  which  run  up  in  the  spawn- 
ing season.  Unfortunately,  the  period 
at  which  the  fish  collect  on  these  grounds 
in  the  largest  numbers  is  the  period 
chosen  by  the  men  who  commit  this 
offence  for  poisoning  the  streams.  How 
does  it  come  about  that  this  poisoning 
is  pursued  on  such  a  large  scale  in  the 
Irish  waters  ?  Happening  to  belong  to 
the  Board  of  Conservators  of  the  Biver 
Lee,  my  attention  was  drawn  to  tlie 
subject.  We  found  out  that  in  the  old 
days  the  poorer  people  were  allowed  to 
fish  one  day  in  the  week  in  the  upper 
waters  if  they  took  out  a  licence.  That 
was  the  case  on  the  Biver  Lee  ;  but  the 
game  thing  may  be  said  of  such  rivers 


as  the  Bann  and  the  Blackwater.  It 
seems  to  have  come  about,  however,  in  re- 
cent years,  that  the  landlords  owning  the 
property  on  the  banks  of  these  different 
rivers  have  taken  over  all  the  fishing 
rights,  including  those  which,  in  times 
gone  by,  had  been  occasionally  shared 
by  their  poorer  neighbours.  The  conse- 
quence was  that  the  poor  people  re- 
taliated. Of  course,  this  system  of 
retaliation  is  a  system  which  should  be 
deprecated,  and  very  strongly  depre- 
cated; and,  for  my  own  part,  I  have 
condemned  it  again  and  again,  and  have 
tried  by  every  means  in  my  power  to 
get  people  to  speak  to  the  inhabitants 
of  those  districts  where  the  poisoning 
occurs,  in  order  to  let  them  understand 
that  by  poisoning  the  streams  they  are 
doing  not  only  an  injury  to  themselves 
and  the  district,  but  to  the  people  fish- 
ing down  below  in  the  tidal  waters  at 
the  mouths  of  the  rivers.  Very  strong 
representations  were  made  to  the  Boards 
of  Conservators,  and  those  representa- 
tions had  at  first  a  certain  amount  of 
effect.  The  Conservators  of  Fisheries — 
["  Question  ! "] — I  am  dealing  with  what 
comes  in  the  Keport,  and  if  anyone  calls 
''  Question  "  I  can  easily  give  him  any 
amount  of  information  on  the  matter. 
I  am  trying  to  cut  my  remarks  short ; 
but  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  seem 
anxious  that  I  should  not  do  eo,  but 
should  give  them  further  information. 
This  question  of  poisoning  the  rivers  is 
of  the  greatest  possible  importance. 
The  Inspectors  of  Fisheries  have  been 
giving  attention  to  this  unfortunate 
state  of  affairs,  in  order,  if  they  possibly 
could,  to  try  and  remedy  it.  What  was 
done  upon  these  Boards  of  Conservators? 
Gentlemen  were  requested  to  try  and 
deal  generously  with  the  poor  people  on 
the  upper  waters,  and  they  were  told 
that  if  they  did  deal  generously  with 
them,  giving  those  who  took  out  licences 
permission  to  fish  one  day  in  the  week 
or  one  day  in  a  fortnight,  that  a  g^eat 
deal  of  this  trouble  would  be  set  at  rest, 
and  that  a  peaceful  and  sound  solution 
of  the  existing  difficulty  would  be  found. 
This  recommendation  was  tried,  a  great 
number  of  gentlemen  allowing  the  poor ' 
people  certain  days  for  fishing.  8ome 
went  so  far  as  to  allow  two  days  a-week 
provided  they  took  out  the  ordinary 
salmon  licences.  Others  gave  one  day, 
whilst  others,  again,  only  gave  one  day 
in  a  fortnight,  and  the  consequence  was 
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that  where  this  was  done  the  poisoning 
ceased.     Unfortunately,  in  my  district, 
it  happens  that  a  great  numher  of  land- 
lords have  been  very  harsh  and  cruel. 
They  have  tried  to  keep  all  their  rights 
to  themselves,  and  have  refused  to  part 
with  a  single  jot,  iota,  or  tittle  of  them. 
As  a  result,  we  have  these  poisoning 
reports  again   and    again.     We  must 
have  attention  brought  to  the  matter, 
and  I  trust   that   the    Inspectors    and 
other  officials  will  seriously  move  in  the 
matter,  and  endeavour  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther any  other  solution  can  be  found  of 
a  problem  which  leads  to  great  loss  to 
the  people  at  large.     Not  only  does  it 
lead  to  great  loss  and  hardship  to  the 
rod  fishermen,  but  it  affects  still  more 
severely  the  men  who  fish  in  the  estuaries 
of  the  rivers,  who  pay  twice  as  much  in 
the  shape  of  duties  as  the  rod  fisher- 
men.    By  far  the  greater  part  of  the 
licence  money  is  paid  by  professional 
fishermen  who  use  drift  nets  in  the  tidal 
waters.     Tliese  fishermen  live  entirely 
by  fishing ;  whereas  the  rod  fishers  are 
either  amateurs,  or  men  who  follow  the 
business  of  fishing  during  a  portion  of 
the  year    and  are   farmers  during  the 
rest  of  the  year.     I  do  not  like  to  speak 
longer  upon   this   subject   at   this  late 
hour ;  but,  seeing  the  great  importance 
of  the  subject,  and  the  attention  which 
has  been  drawn  to  it  by  both  Sir  Thomas 
Brady  and  Mr.   Hayes,  I  think  I  am 
Tully  warranted  in   bringing  it  before 
>he  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
nan  the  Chief  Secretary  for    Ireland, 
f  here  are  a  great  number  of  other  points 
m  connection  with  the    seine  fisheries 
that  I  should  like  to  touch  upon ;  but 
seeing  the  lateness  of  the  hour  I  will 
refrain  from  doing  so.     I  think  it  would, 
perhaps,  bo  better  for  me  to  defer  any 
further  remarks  I  have  to  make  to  the 
stage  of  Eeport.     I  will  defer  also  to 
that  stage  the  observations  I  desire  to 
make  with  regard  to  the  Inspectors  of 
Lunatic  Asylums  and  of  the  Veterinary 
Department. 

Mb.  BIGGAE  :  Before  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  replies,  I 
wish  to  say  that  I  think  I  heard  some 
hon.  Gentleman  make  representations 
in  favour  of  the  Veterinary  Department 
of  Ireland.  I  hope  the  hon.  Member^s 
observations  will  not  be  considered  at 
all,  for  the  veterinary  surgeons  are  very 
well  paid  at  present,  and  I  think  it 
would  be  a  great  mistake  for  the  Go- 
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vemment  to  make  any  fresh  arrang^ement 
and  give  them  a  larger  daim  on  the 
public  funds. 

Mb.  CLANCY :  I  desire  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, with  regard  to  the  question  of  a 
close  time  for  herrings,  whether  the 
suspension  of  trawling  in  Scotland  has, 
or  has  not,  taken  place  by  way  of  scien- 
tific experiment?  If  it  has,  I  should 
like  to  ask  him  whether  he  would  not 
endeavour  to  have  scientific  experiments 
of  this  nature  carried  out  in  Ireland,  not 
only  in  connection  with  trawling,  but  in 
connection  with  those  other  matters 
which  have  been  referred  to  ?  The  sub- 
ject is  an  important  one,  and  probably 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  see  his 
way  to  making  a  small  concession  upon 
it. 

Mr.  P.  J.  PC  WEE  (Waterford,  E.): 
I  am  in  the  same  position  as  some  of 
my  hon.  Friends,  although  I  have  not 
trespassed  on  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  any  time  at  all  this  evening. 
I  would  express  a  hope  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  will  take  care  that  the  interests 
of  the  cot  and  net  fishermen  are  not  sac- 
rificed to  those  of  the  rod  fishermen. 
The  tendency  in  the  South  of  Ireland, 
particularly  on  such  rivers  as  the  Black- 
water,  is  to  safeguard  the  interests  of 
the  rod  fishermen  to  the  detriment  of 
the  cot  or  net  fishermen.  The  cot  fisher- 
men give  a  large  sum  of  money  for  their 
licences,  and  the  rod  fishermen  do  not. 
Moreover,  the  cot  fishermen  are  ex- 
tremely poor,  and  have  to  live  by  their 
fishing ;  whereas  the  rod  fishermen,  as 
a  rule,  merely  fish  for  amusement.  I 
would  therefore  ask  the  right  hon.  Qen- 
tleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to  be  on  lus 
guard  against  the  influences  which  I 
know  will  be  brought  to  bear  upon  him 
in  Ireland,  during  the  next  few  montli% 
in  order  to  induce  him  to  sacrifice  the 
interests  of  the  net  fishermen  to  the  rod 
fishermen.  As  having  some  knowledge 
of  this  question,  I  would  earnestly  press 
it  upon  the  attention  of  the  right  non. 
Gentleman. 

Mb.  PYNE  (Waterford,  W.) :  There 

is  great  complaint  made [CH#f  rf 

**  Divide !  "]  I  can  wait  until  thoee 
Gentlemen  have  done;  my  time  is  al 
their  service.  The  question  I  want  te 
come  at  is  as  to  the  close  time.  It 
that  Almighty  Qod  ordained  for 
one  day's  rest  in  the  week — that  ia  la 
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say,  on  the  Sunday ;  but  it  is  ordained 
by  the  law  that  the  salmon  fishermen 
shall  have  two  Sundays  in  the  week. 
While  everybody  else  in  Ireland  has 
only  one  day  in  the  week  upon  which  he 
cannot  labour  for  his  livelihood,  the 
salmon  fisherman  has  two,  and  I  must 
say  that  that  appears  to  me  to  be  ex- 
tremely bard  lines  upon  these  poor  men, 
who  have,  for  reasons  I  would  explain, 
to  stand  idle  on  the  Saturday  as  well  as 
on  the  Sunday.  The  law  says  that  the 
fishermen  shall  abstain  from  fishing  in 
order  to  allow  the  salmon  to  run  up  the 
rivers  for  the  convenience  and  profit  of 
certain  landlords,  who  let  their  salmon 
fishings  to  noble  Dukes  in  Ireland.  I 
believe  the  father  of  the  present  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  rented  a  fishery, 
and  that  he  cncroac&ed  upon  the  poor 
fishermen's  water.  [  Cries  of  *  *  Divide ! "  ] 
WeD,  the  grievance  to  which  I  would 
draw  attention  is  that  of  these  poor  men, 
who  are  prevented  from  working  six 
days  in  the  week  simply  because  certain 
noble  gentlemen  wish  to  preserve  the 
rivers  for  the  purpose  of  catching  fish 
witb  the  fly.  I  can  understand  it  to  be 
in  the  interests  of  the  people  to  procure 
cheap  fish,  and  I  quite  agree  that  cer- 
tain laws  are  necessary  to  protect  the 
breeding  of  salmon ;  but  I  cannot  un- 
derstand why,  when  the  fishing  is  not 
likely  to  interfere  with  the  breeding, 
salmon  should  not  be  caught  whenever 
it  is  possible  to  catch  them.  Therefore, 
I  must  protest  against  this  Saturday 
close  season.  I  believe  there  is  a  Com- 
mittee of  this  House  which  was  to  have 
sat  to  consider  this  subject,  but  which, 
owing  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  time,  did  not  sit  last  Seseion.  The 
reason,  I  understand,  was  some  dis- 
agreement between  the  Liberal  and 
Conservative  Leaders  as  to  the  number 
of  persons  to  be  appointed  to  take  part 
in  the  inquiry,  and  as  to 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man is,  I  think,  travelling  very  wide  of 
the  Vote.  It  is  only  competent  to  dis- 
cuss the  question  of  fishing  as  connected 
with  the  functions  of  the  Inspectors. 

Mb.  PYNE:  The  Inspectors  carry 
out  the  bye- laws,  and  one  of  the  bye- 
laws  is  the  observance  of  this  second 
Sunday  in  the  week.  Owing,  however, 
to  the  interruptions  which  have  taken 
place  I  shall  sit  down. 

The  hon.  Mkmbkb  thereupon  resumed 
hiaseat. 


Mr.  BIQGAR  :  I  trust  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  will  reply 
to  some  of  the  questions  raised. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH :  I 
have  replied  to  every  point  requiring  an 
answer  from  me. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

Besolution  to  be  reported. 

(2.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

'*  That  a  sum,  not  excecdiDg  £68,688,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  Ireland,  including  various  Grants  in  Aid  of 
Local  Taxation." 

Mr.  BIQGAE  (Cavan,  W.) :  I  tbink 
it  is  now  time  (2  o'clock)  we  sbould  re- 
port Progress.  The  discussion  of  this 
Vote  will  occupy  a  considerable  time, 
and  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  we 
are  required  to  re-assemble  at  12  o'clock. 
In  the  interest  of  himself  and  of  all 
parties,  the  noble  Lord  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  ought  to  agree  to  re- 
port Progress. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  If 
the  noble  Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  is  not  prepared  to  report 
Progress  now—  [  Cnes  of  **  Progress !  **] 
— I  should  prefer  to  report  Progress — 
perhaps  he  will  say  how  much  longer  he 
proposes  to  continue  Supply. 

The  CH  ANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEE  (Lord  Eandolph  Churchill) 
(PaddingtoD,  S.):  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  is  ready  to  go  on  with 
the  rest  of  the  Class.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Biggar)  will  recollect  that  we 
have  spent  a  ereat  many  hours  over  one 
Vote.  I  think  bon.  Members  might  be 
disposed  to  let  us  take  the  rest  of  the 
Irish  Votes  in  this  Class,  and  be^in  with 
the  Votes  of  the  Criminal  Law  Class  to- 
morrow. L"No,  no!"]  It  certainly 
appears  that  the  opinion  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  is  not  wanted. 

Mr.  BIQGAE :  I  appeal  to  the  Go- 
vernment to  report  Progress,  and  not  to 
force  us  into  an  unseemly  wrangle.  The 
discupsion  to-night  has  ranged  over 
many  questions,  any  one  of  which,  when 
raised  in  an  ordinary  Session,  say  on 
the  Motion  to  go  into  Committee  on  a 
Friday,  would  have  occupied  a  whole 
Sitting.    I  think  very  fair  progress  has 
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been  made  this  eveniDg,  and  that  the 
Government  have  not  very  much  to  com- 
plain of.  I  may  say  that  though  I  have 
spoken  three  or  four  times,  I  have  not 
occupied  more  than  10  minutes  of  the 
time  of  the  Committee.  There  has  been 
no  time  wasted,  expect  possibly  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  who  during 
his  speech  was  called  to  Order  three 
times.  By  reporting  Progpress  now  we 
shall  avoid  an  unpleasant  controversy, 
and  be  able  to  get  on  smoothly  with  our 
work  to-morrow. 

Mr.  AETHUE  O'CONNOE  (Done- 
gal, E.) :  I  think  the  desire  of  the  noble 
Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(Lord  Eandolph  Churchill)  to  complete 
the  Votes  in  this  Class  is,  after  all,  a 
very  reasonable  one,  because  we  must 
admit  that  there  has  been  a  considerable 
amount  of  discussion  over  the  single  one 
that  has  been  passed  this  evening.     But 
with  regard  to  his  suggestion  that  we 
should  take  the  remainder  of  the  Votes 
in  this  Class,  I  may  remind  him  that 
one  of  the  Votes,   that  for  the  Irish 
Board  of  Works,  will  lead,  as  it  always 
has  done,   to   considerable   contention. 
With  reference  to  another  Vote  in  this 
Glass,  I  may  say  that  during  the  last 
Session  I  placed  upon  the  Paper  a  No- 
tice coDceroing  it,   and  the  Vote   was 
purposely  kept  open  in  order  that  the 
House  might  have   an  opportunity  of 
fully  discussing  the  re-organization  of 
the  office  concerned — namely,  the  Ee- 
gistrar  GeneraPs  Office  in  Dublin.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  am  afraid  I  shall 
have  to  detain    the  Committee   longer 
than  they  will  care  to  be  detained  at 
this  hour  (2.10).     I  am  personally  pre- 
pared to  go  on  with  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  Vote  now ;  but  it  would  not 
be  fair  to  take  any  other  Votes  now, 
considering  that  we  have  to  come  here 
at  12  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Lord  EANDOLPH  CHUECHILL : 
I  agree  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  it 
would  be  unreasonable  to  enter  upon  a 
long  discussion;  but  I  suppose  I  may 
assume  from  what  fell  from  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Cavan  (Mr.  Biggar) 
that  as  the  discussion  on  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary's Vote  has  been  a  very  full  one, 
the  speeches  on  all  the  other  Votes  of  a 
similar  value  will  not  bo  long — the  Go- 
vernment may  understand  something  of 
that  kind?  The  Local  Government 
Board  Vote,  I  understand,  is  not  of  a 
very  contentious  character;    but  per- 
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haps  hon.  Members  would  rather  it  was 
not  taken  to-night.  I  am  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Committee.  Of  course,  the 
Vote  for  Public  Works  will  be  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BIGGAE  :  My  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  East  Donegal  (Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor)  has  probably  very  little  to 
say  upon  the  Local  Government  Board 
Vote  ;  but  I  can  assure  the  noble  Lord 
that  a  great  many  of  the  Members  of  the 
Irish  Party  have  something  to  say  upon 
it.  My  present  estimate  is  that  tne  dis- 
cussion  on  the  Vote  will  occupy  at  least 
a  couple  of  hours.  To  commence  at 
2  o'clock  in  the  morning  a  discussion 
which  is  likely  to  occupy  two  hours 
is  a  little  unreasonable,  especially  as 
we  have  to  meet  again  at  12  o'dock. 
Of  course,  I  shall  be  here  at  12  o'clock, 
no  matter  what  time  we  separate ;  still 
I  think  we  ought  to  report  Progress 
now. 

Mb.  DEASY  (Mayo,  W.) :  I  take  a 
g^eat  interest  in  the  Vote  which  the 
noble  Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer proposes  we  should  take  now ; 
but  if  the  noble  Lord,  will  consent  to 
postpone  the  Vote  until  to-morrow,  I 
promise  him  I  will  curtail  my  remarks 
as  much  as  possible.  I  really  believe 
that  to  postpone  the  Vote  will  have  the 
effect  of  accelerating  Business. 

Eesolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow, 

Committee  also  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  To-morrow. 

DISTURBANCES  AT  BELFAST  INQUIRT 

BILL.-[BiLL  35.] 

{Sir  Michael  Hieki^Beach^  Mr.  Attormy  GtM^rml 

for  Ireland^  Mr,  Soheitor  OetunUfor  IrtlomJ,) 

OOMMrrTEX. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 
Clause  1  (Short  title)  agreed  to. 

Clause  2  (Commission  to  have  powers 

herein  named). 

Mb.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.,  and  Sl^ 
S.) :  Before  this  clause  is  disposed  ml  I 
wish  to  move  an  Amendment  by  ^AAimg 
at  the  end  of  the  clause  the  words-— 


"  None  of  the  powers  conferred  by  this 
tion  shall  be  exercised  before  the  tweUlk  ^e^ 
of  October  eighteen  hundred  and  eightjr-aiz.*' 

I  think  it  is  essential  that  theinqidij 
should  not  sit  until  the  rerisions  of  Tolsnr 
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in  Dublin  and  also  in  West  Belfast  are 
concluded.  Mr.  Adams  is  a  revising 
barrister  for  one  of  the  constituencies  of 
he  City  of  Dublin,  and  it  would  be  well 
that  he  should  complete  his  revision 
before  this  Commission  of  Inquiry  sits. 
He  knows  the  voters*  lists  for  the  City  of 
Dublin  very  well,  and  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely inconvenient  to  take  him  away 
from  the  Bevision  Court  and  send  him 
to  Belfast.  Then,  again,  Mr.  O'Shaugh- 
nessy,  a  Protestant  gentleman  and  a 
member  of  the  Bar,  has  been  engaged 
by  the  Catholic  Committee  to  represent 
them  at  the  inquiry ;  but  he  is  also  en- 
gaged in  the  revision  of  voters  in  Done- 
gal, and  the  Kevision  Court  only  opens 
on  Monday  next.  Considerable  im- 
portance is  attached  to  this  year's  revi- 
sion in  West  Belfast.  The  work  there 
is  very  heavy ;  indeed,  the  Government 
have  felt  themselves  bound  to  appoint 
two  revising  barristers  to  discharge  the 
work  done  last  year  by  one.  In  July 
the  Tory  Party  in  Belfast  transferred 
some  hundreds  of  these  voters  to  West 
Belfast  from  the  other  divisions  of  the 
town,  and  the  Nationalists  followed  suit. 
There  is  this  year,  therefore,  a  very 
extraordinary  amount  of  work,  and  great 
interest  concentrates  upon  it.  The  Ee- 
vision  Court  is  now  sitting,  and  if  the 
revision  be  interrupted  by  the  inquiry 
one  of  two  things  will  happen.  Every- 
one in  Belfast,  whether  Tory  or  Na- 
tionalist, who  takes  any  interest  in  public 
affairs,  concerns  himself  with  the  revi- 
sion in  West  Belfast;  and  if  the 
Court  of  Inquir}'  sits  now,  the  result 
will  be  that  evervone  will  either  desert 
the  Kevision  Court,  or  else  the  Court 
of  Inquiry.  It  is  necessary  for  the 
effectiveness  both  of  the  inquiry  and  the 
revision  that  the  respective  Courts  should 
be  held  at  different  times.  There  is  a 
good  deal  of  excited  feeling  in  Belfast, 
and  the  House  of  Commons  ought  to 
refrain  from  doing  anything  which  will 
tend  to  increase  the  excitement.  I  can 
hold  out  no  hope  that  the  revision  will 

£roceed  satisfactorily  if  the  Court  of 
Qqoiry  sits  at  the  same  time.  There 
is  no  urgency  about  the  inquiry.  Peace 
is  restored,  and  the  Chief  Secretary  has 
taken  ample  measures  for  policeing  the 
town.  The  Beport  of  the  Committee 
cannot  be  acted  upon  until  next  Session ; 
therefore  I  think  we  may  safely  adopt 
my  suggestion,  and  thus  reduce  the 
dumce  ox  a  renewal  of  excitement. 


Amendment  proposed,  in  page  2,  at 
end  of  Clause,  add — 

"  None  of  the  powers  conferred  by  this  sec- 
tion shall  be  exercised  before  the  twelfth  day 
of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-six." 
'^{Mr,  Sexton^ 

Question  proposed, ''  That  these  words 
be  there  added." 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  ad- 
visable to  accept  this  Amendment.  I 
was  under  the  impression  that  all  Parties 
in  the  House  were  desirous  that  this 
Commission  should  sitassoon  as  possible. 
I  think  that  in  the  course  of  the  discus- 
sion on  the  second  reading  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman himself  conceded  this  point.  An 
additional  reason  has  arisen  since  then 
why  the  inquiry  by  the  Commission  should 
not  be  postponed  until  the  date  named 
in  the  Amendment.  We  have  secured, 
or  we  feel  certain  of  securing,  the  ser- 
vices of  Mr.  Justice  Day,  in  accordance 
with  circumstances  mentioned  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief  Secretary, 
and  we  all  know  that  his  duties  in  this 
country  will  commence  at  the  end  of 
October.  It  will,  therefore,  be  very  de- 
sirable, indeed  almost  necessary,  that 
the  Commission  should  sit  earlier  than 
the  day  suggested  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man. As  far  as  Mr.  Adams  is  concerned, 
the  Government  are  quite  prepared,  if 
necessary,  to  provide  a  substitute  for 
him  in  the  Revision  Court  at  Dublin ;  and 
as  to  Mr.  O^Shaughnessy,  I  have  no 
doubt  means  can  be  found  of  getting 
over  the  difficulty  in  which  he  is  placed. 
It  will  hardly  be  possible  for  the  Com- 
mission to  sit  at  once  ;  in  fact,  I  think  I 
am  in  a  position  to  say  that  the  Commis- 
sion will  not  sit  much  earlier  than  the 
28th  or  29th  of  September.  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  accept  such  an  assurance, 
there  will  be  no  necessity  for  the  Amend- 
ment he  has  proposed. 

Mr.  sexton  :  On  that  I  have  only 
to  say  that  if  the  Commission  commences 
its  sittings  on  the  12th  of  October  I  can- 
not see  why  it  should  not  be  able  to 
conclude  its  labours  before  the  end  of 
October,  and  thus  release  Mr.  Justice 
Day  for  his  English  engagements.  At 
the  same  time,  I  am  not  disposed  to 
press  my  Amendment  in  any  obstructive 
spirit.  I  only  desire  there  should  be  a 
reasonable  prospect  of  the  revision 
getting  through  oefore  the  Commission 
begins.  Will  the  right  hon.  and  learned 


495 


Supply—  Civil 


{  COMMONS  }  Service  Eetimatee. 


496 


Gentleman  undertake  that  the  Commis- 
sion  will  not  sit  until  the  24th  of  Octo- 
ber ?  If  he  did  not,  Mr.  Justice  Day 
could  be  released  for  his  higher 
duties. 

Mr.  holmes  :  I  am  afraid  I  cannot 
do  that,  as  the  24th  of  October  is  the  day 
on  wbich  the  English  Courts  of  Justice 
begin  to  sit. 

Mr.  T.  p.  0'C0NN9R  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  It  is  very  desirable  the  Com- 
mission should  not  interfere  with  the 
revisions.  Would  it  not  be  as  easy  to 
find  a  substitute  for  Mr.  Justice  Day  as 
for  Mr.  Adams  ? 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  wish  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  gone  a  little 
further,  and  said  the  Commission  shall 
not  sit  until  the  1st  of  October  at  the 
earliest ;  but,  under  the  circumstances, 
I  beg  to  withdraw  my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Clauses  3  and  4  severally  agreed  to. 

Preamble. 

Amendment  proposed, 

In  page  l.line  22,  after  **  disorder/'  to  insert, 
"  and  whereas  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
intends  hy  warrant  under  his  hand  to  nominate 
Sir  John  Charles  Da^,  ene  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Queen*s  Bench  Division  of  the  High  Court, 
additional  member  of  the  said  Commission." — 
(Mr,  Attorney  General  for  Ireland.) 

Question  proposed,  ''  That  those  words 
be  there  inserted." 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  entirely  approve  of 
this  Amendment,  for  I  think  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  learned  Judge  will 
materially  strengthen  the  Commission. 
It  is  well,  however,  I  should  say  that  I 
have  never  based  my  criticism  on  the 
ground  of  creed,  though  I  remember 
that,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  some 
Members  did  point  out  it  was  unsatis- 
factory the  Commission  should  be  con- 
stituted of  three  Protestants  and  one 
Catholic.  I  admit  that  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Justice  Day  tends  to  redress  that 
inequality.  I  objected  to  what  is  under- 
stood to  be  a  judicial  inquiry  being 
presided  over  by  a  military  officer.  My 
objection  is  removed  by  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Justice  Day,  and  I  only  hope  that 
the  inquiry  will  be  conducted  with  that 
impartiality,  fairness,  and  care,  whieb 
usually  di»tinguishe8  judicial  proceed- 
ings in  England. 

Question  pat,  and  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Sexton 


Preamble,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 


Bill  reported;  as  amended,  to  be  con- 
sidered To-morrow. 

House  adjourned  at  half  after 

Two  o'dodk. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Wednesday,  \bth  September,  1886. 


MINUTES.]  —  Select  Gouxvrm  —  Report  — 

Kitchen  and  Hefreshment  Booms  (House  of 

Commons)  [No.  35]. 
Supply — considered  in   Committee — Civil   Sbk- 

TiCB  Estimates  ;  Class  II. — Salaries  akd 

Expenses  of  Civil  Departments,  Votes  S8 

and  39. 

Reeolutione  [September  14]  reported. 
Public  Bills  —  Committee Report —  Third 

Reading — Expiring  Laws  Continuance  *  [46], 

and  patted. 
Contidered  at  amended  —  Third  Reeuting  —  !)»• 

turbancetf   at   Belfast  Inqoirj*  [&],    and 

patted, 

ORDER  OF  THE  DA  T. 


SUPPLY— CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 

Supply — considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

[Mr.  Courtney  in  the  Chair.] 

Class  U. — Salabies  and  Ezpensbs  of 
Civil  Departments. 

(1.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

*<That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £S8,6S8,  bo 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  warn, 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  whidi  irill  oooui 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  dlst  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaiies 
and  Expenses  of  the  Local  GK>vemment  Boud 
in  Ireland,  including  various  Grants  in  Aid  of 
Local  Taxation." 

Mb.  GILHOOLY  (Cork,  W.) :  I  wish 
to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  the  action  of  the  Local  GK)Temment' 
Board  in  reference  to  some  irregular  pro* 
ceedings  on  the  part  of  the  Bantry 
Board  of  Guardians.  I  think  it  is  im- 
portant that  some  responsible  member 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  shoidd 
define  the  duties  of  Chairmen  of  Bottrds 
of  Guardians.  Some  Chairmen  scwmto 
think  that  they  have  absolute  power  to 
receive  or  reject  any  resolution  tliatmaj 
be  handed  in  to  them,  alflumgli  il  Bug^ 
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happen  to  appertain  to  the  business  of  the 
Board.  To  illustrate  what  I  moan  I  will 
mention  a  case  which  relates  to  the  conduct 
of  the  Chairman  of  the  Bantry  Board.  For 
a  long  time  a  number  of  notices  of  evic- 
tion have  been  served  on  certain  poor 
tenants  upon  the  Bantry  estate,  and  on 
other  estates  belonging  to  local  land- 
lords in  the  Bantry  Union.  Although  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  relieving  officer  to 
direct  attention  to  such  notices  of  eyic- 
tion,  it  has  not  been  the  practice  of  that 
official  to  do  so,  and  on  several  occasions 
the  attention  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Bantry  Board  of  Guardians  has  been 
directed  to  the  matter,  and  notices  of 
motion  have  been  given  in  regard  to  it, 
with  a  view  of  compelling  the  relieving 
officer  of  the  Bantry  Union  to  lay  these 
notices  of  eviction  before  the  Board. 
The  Chairman,  however,  has  refused  to 
receive  such  notices  of  motion,  although 
some  of  them  have  been  given  even  a 
month  before  the  time  it  was  proposed 
to  bring  tuem  forward.  I  may  say  that 
the  refusal  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Bantry 
Board  of  Guardians  to  accept  the  motion 
appears  on  the  minutes  of  the  Board ; 
but,  notwithstanding  that  fact,  the  Local 
Government  Board  declared  that  they 
had  no  cognizance  of  the  action  of  the 
Chairman  in  this  matter.  I  may  say 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  have 
had  their  attention  directed  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  they  have  been  requested  to 
compel  the  Chairman  to  receive  these 
resolutions,  as  it  is  undoubtedly  his  legal 
duty  to  do.  I  believe  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  did  intimate  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
that  it  was  his  duty  to  do  so ;  but  even 
after  receiving  that  intimation  the  Chair- 
man still  persisted  in  his  refusal.  I 
then,  myself,  wrote  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  and  requested  them  to  send 
down  a  sealed  order  to  compel  the  Chair- 
man to  do  his  duty  in  the  matter ;  but 
the  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  wrote  to  say  that  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  take  any  further  action  in  the 
matter,  and  that  the  Board  would  not 
compel  the  Chairman  of  the  Bantry 
Union  to  receive  these  notices  of  resolu- 
tion. Now,  I  submit  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
or,  at  any  rate,  of  someone  in  Dublin 
Oastle,  to  see  that  the  Chairman  did  his 
daty,  and  that  he  received  all  notices  of 
motion  tendered  to  him  in  a  legal  man- 
ner in  connection  with  the  Bantry  Board 


of  Guardians.  I  asked  a  question  to 
that  eflFect  in  this  House,  and  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  told  me  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  had  no  power  to  compel  the 
Chairman  of  the  Bantry  Board  of  Guar- 
dians to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  I 
have  here  a  copy  of  a  communication 
which  the  Clerk  of  the  Bantry  Uniou 
received  from  the  Local  Government 
Board,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  relieving  officer  to  receive 
these  resolutions,  and  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  relieving  officer  to  render 
an  account  of  the  notices  of  eviction  re- 
ceived by  him  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Board,  in  addition  to  which  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  to  make 
a  record  of  them.  On  the  28th  of 
August  the  Local  Government  Board 
issued  a  Circular  calling  attention  to  the 
fact  that  as  early  as  the  21st  of  May 
1877  they  had  required  to  be  informed 
of  all  notices  of  eviction  that  might 
have  been  served  within  the  Union,  and 
the  relieving  officer  was  instructed  to 
return  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  from 
time  to  time  all  such  notices  received  by 
him,  of  which  he  was  directed,  in  addition, 
to  keep  a  record.  The  Board  of  Guar- 
dians were  also  requested  to  notify  at 
once  what  arrangements  had  been  made, 
and  how  the  relieving  officers  of  the 
Board  were  prepared  to  discharge  their 
duties.  The  Local  Government  Board 
must  have  been  thoroughly  cognizant  of 
the  fact  that  the  relieving  officer  had  not 
done  his  duty  for  several  months ;  but, 
nevertheless,  they  took  no  further  notice 
of  the  action  of  the  Chairman  or  of  the 
relieving  officer.  I  cannot  reconcile  the 
course  pursued  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  with  the  statement  which  has  been 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary,  that  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians did  their  duty  in  the  matter.  I 
have  myself  communicated  directly  with 
the  Local  Government  Board  directing 
their  attention  to  the  illegal  action  of 
the  Chairman  of  the  Bantry  Union  ;  and 
on  some  occasions,  instead  of  sending 
communications  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Union  asking  for  information  from  the 
Board,  I  believe  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  communicated  privately  with 
the  Chairman  of  the  Bantry  Board,  who 
has  refused  to  produce  the  letter  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  the  Board 
of  Guardians.  Now,  I  submit  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Local 
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Government  Board  to  communicate  di- 
rectly with  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and 
not  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Board. 
Attention  has  been  directed  to  a  case 
which  concerned  the  property  of  Lord 
Bantry.  It  is  alleged  that  Lord  Bantry 
had  served  notices  of  eviction  signed  by 
his  own  agent,  such  agent  being  also 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 
The  case  is  a  peculiar  one.  It  was  an 
attempt  to  obtain  payment  from  tenants 
who  are  in  a  position  of  under-rated 
tenants,  but  who  were  sought  to  be 
made  responsible  because  their  rentals 
had  been  aggregated  together.  In  order 
to  empower  the  rate  collector  to  take 
legal  proceedings  in  the  matter,  it  was 
necessary  that  the  Chairman,  together 
with  two  other  Guardians  and  the  Clerk 
of  the  Union,  should  sign  a  notice  em- 
powering the  rate  collector  to  sue  the 
tenants.  In  this  case  I  believe  that  the 
notice  was  sent  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  that 
Lord  Bantry's  agent  instructed  the  rate 
collector  to  sue  the  tenants  instead  of 
Lord  Bantry  himself ;  and  although  the 
rate  collector  gave  receipts  to  the  tenants 
in  his  own  name,  counterparts  of  the 
receipts  were  signed  in  the  name  of 
Lord  Bantry.  I  maintain  that  this  was 
a  grossly  unfair  proceeding  on  the  part 
of  the  rate  collector,  and  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  take 
cognizance  of  the  matter,  and  to  see  that 
Lord  Bantry^s  tenants  are  not  unfairly 
dealt  with.  I  wish,  further,  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  mode 
in  which  resolutions  are  received  at  the 
meetings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians ; 
and  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  whether  it  is  within  his 
province  to  detine  whether  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  to  receive 
such  resolutions,  or  whether  it  is  com- 
petent for  that  gentleman  to  decide  what 
resolutions  shall  be  received,  or  what 
shall  be  rejected;  and,  further,  whether 
it  is  competent  fur  him  to  say  what 
course  ho  ought  to  take  in  such  a  case  ? 
Of  course,  I  am  aware  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians to  receive  any  resolution  which 
may  be  presented  appertaining  to  the 
business  of  the  Board  ;  but  what  I  want 
to  find  out  is,  what  is  the  business  of 
the  Board?  For  instance,  in  a  case 
where  evictions  are  pending,  and  the 
ratepayers  are  to  be  taxed  for  the  main* 
ttaance  of  the  Tictiiiia  of  landlord  op* 

Mr.  Oilhooly 


pression  or  cruelty  in  a  particular  dis- 
trict, and  a  resolution  relating  to  such 
evictions  is  presented,  is  it  or  is  it  not 
the  business  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
to  take  such  resolution  into  considera- 
tion ?  Everyone  is  aware  that  when  an 
eviction  takes  place  the  persons  who  aro 
evicted  will,  in  all  probability,  become 
a  burden  upon  the  ratepayers,  whether 
they  become  the  recipients  of  outdoor 
relief  or  have  to  enter  the  work- 
house; and  I  should  like  the  Com- 
mittee to  express  some  opinion  as  to 
what  is  the  duty  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians  in  regard  to 
any  resolution  which  may  be  submitted 
in  such  a  case.  Some  time  ago  I  made 
a  complaint  that  the  tenants  on  the 
Bantry  Estate  were  being  unfairly 
mulcted  by  Ijord  Bantry  and  Major 
Spaight.  The  Local  Government  Board 
Inspector  was  sent  down  to  inquire;  but 
Major  Spaight,  instead  of  holding  an 
open  and  fair  inquiry,  entered  into  a 
private  investigation.  He  was  closeted 
in  a  hotel  at  Bantry  with  the  Clerk  of 
the  Union,  and  he  conducted  hisinquiiy 
without  receiving  any  evidence  from  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
themselvert  or  any  individual  who  was 
not  a  personal  friend  of  Lord  Bantry's 
agent.  I  maintain  that  such  an  inquiij 
was  a  pure  farce,  in  the  absence  of  evi- 
dence to  substantiate  the  case  of  Lord 
Bantry's  tenants.  I  shall  be  glad  to 
receive  an  intimation  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  that  in 
future  the  Local  Government  Board, 
when  they  observe  that  there  has  been 
irregularities  in  the  proceedings  of 
Boards  of  Guardians,  will  immediatelj 
communicate  with  the  Clerk  of  the 
Union  instead  of  the  Chairman,  and 
ascertain  whether  any  illegal  action  OQ 
the  part  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians  has  taken  place.  If  they 
find  that  irregularities  have  been  com- 
mitted it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  rtrmonstrate  and 
to  take  action,  without  requiring  pri Tate 
individuals  to  intervene.  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  see  whether 
in  the  case  of  the  Bantry  Board  of 
Guardians  any  illegal  action  has  taken 
place  or  not,  and  to  require  that  in  future 
a  communication  shall  be  addressed  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  Union  requesting  that 
the  action  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
shall  be  in  accordance  with  the  Inw 
the  statutory  regulations 
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their  proceedings.  I  will  only  add  that 
it  ia  monstroua  that  the  I^ocal  Oovem- 
ment  Board,  represented  by  gentlemen 
who  draw  large  salaries,  for  the  pay- 
maot  of  which  the  public  are  taxed, 
•hould  overlook  such  transactions  as 
these,  and  that  it  should  be  necessary 
for  private  individuals  to  occupy  their 
time  in  writing  letters  remonstrating 
with  the  action  of  Qovemment  officials 
in  regard  to  a  plain  course  of  procedure 
which  their  own  dutv  ought  to  dictate. 

Mr.  JORDAN  (Clare,  VV.) :  Very 
frequently  it  is  found  exceedingly  difficult 
for  a  Board  of  Guardians  to  obtain  legal 
advice  as  to  the  course  they  ought  to 
purtae  when  they  are  of  opinion  that 
irregularities  are  being  committed,  and 
I  think  that  some  endeavour  ought  to 
be  made  to  satisfy  the  fair  and  just  de- 
mands of  all  persons  who  have  any 
transactions  with  Boards  of  Guardians. 
I  notice  here  an  item  of  £3,425  for  the 
Legal  Adviser  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.  Now,  I  do  not  know  who  the 
Legal  Adviser  of  the  Board  is,  and  am 
not  acquainted  with  the  character  of  the 
legal  advice  he  gives.  What  is  it  that 
he  does  ?  I  have  been  a  member  of  a 
Board  of  Guardians  for  a  long  time, 
and  when  any  vexed  question  has  arisen 
in  reference  to  the  action  of  the  Guar- 
dians we  have  again  and  again  applied 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  to  give 
us  legal  advice,  and  the  invariable  reply 
has  been  that  we  must  obtain  the  advice 
of  the  liegal  Adviser  of  the  Board  of 
Onardians—that  we  could  not  have  legal 
advice  from  the  Local  Government 
Board.  Thev  simply  advised  us  to 
aaek  advice  from  our  own  leg^l  officer. 
Under  such  circumstances,  I  cannot 
•ee  of  what  use  the  I^egal  Adviser  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  is;  and 
as  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  receives 
a  large  salary — probably  £2.000  or 
£3,000  a-year — for  giving  legal  advice, 

I  confess  that  I  cannot  soe  what  use  his 
sanrieea  are  if,  when  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians seek  legal  direction,  they  are  told 
that  they  must  obtain  it  from  their  own 
loeal  attorney,  an  individual  who  cannot 
possess  general  experience,  and  whose 
adriee  may  very  likely  lead  the  Board 
of  Guardians  in  the  wrong  direction. 

II  this  individual  does  not  advise  a 
Board  of  Guardians  directly,  neither 
doio  be  give  advice  in  any  eases  of  dis- 
Miio  that  may  arise  between  the  Local 
OofinmMot  Board  and  anj  partsenlar 


individual.     I  have  myself  had  occasion 
to  come  into  contact  with  tho  Local  Go- 
vernment Board,  in  relation  to  the  law 
of  elections  for  members  of  Boards  of 
Guardians,   and   the   Secretary   to   the 
Local  Government  Board  refused  directly 
and  point  blank  to  give  the  opinion  of 
their  Legal  Adviser.     They  refused  to 
give  the  Teg^  opinion  upon  which  they 
grounded  their  objection  to  my  claim. 
On  that  ground,  as  far  as  the  question 
of  the  Legal  Adviser  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment  Board   is  concerned,   I  maintain 
that  tho  salary  paid  to  him  is  a  waste 
of  public  money,  and  ought  to  be  dis- 
allowed.    Then  there  is  a  further  ques- 
tion  which    has  reference  to    the    In- 
spectors of  the  Local  Government  Board. 
I  see  in  the  Estimates  a  largo  sum  of 
money  for  the  travelling  expenses  of 
those    officers,    amounting    in    all    to 
£4,260.     I  believe  that  the  best  part  of 
that  sum  is  wasted,  and  that  13  or  16 
Inspectors  are  far  too  many  for   the 
work  they  are  required  to  do  in  Ireland. 
Personally,  I  do  not  know  exactly  what 
they  do ;   but  they  travel  a  good  deal 
about  the  country,  and  they  get  £1  1«. 
per  day  for  travelling  expenses  while  on 
Quty  ;  and,  of  course,  they  make  it  their 
business  to  travel  about  the  country  as 
much  as  possible,  in  order  to  increase 
their  salaries  by  the  allowance  they  re- 
ceive per  day.     Now,  I  have  seen  In- 
spectors attend  meetings  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians,    and   sit    there   during  the 
progress  of  business;  and  I  know  that 
thoy  are  of  no  kind  of  use  whatever  in 
directing  the  affairs  of  the  Board.     In 
point  of  fact,  we  should  altogether  re- 
pudiate anv  interference  on  their  part, 
and  I  think  that  no  respectable  Bk>ard 
of  Guardians  which  knows  its  duty  would 
tolerate  any  meddling  from  them.     In 
fact,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  office  of 
Inspector  is  a  kind  of  sinecure  appoint- 
ment given  to  some  hanger-on  of  some 
other  office,  or  to  some  person  who  hap* 
pens  to  have  a  friend  in  court.     Upon 
this  point  I  would  make  a  suggestion.  I 
think  that  if  these  Inspectors,  who  have 
very  little  work  to  do,  were  appointed 
by  the  Local  Government  Boara  to  be 
the  Returning  Officers  in  the  case  of  the 
election   of  Guardians,  instead   of  the 
Clerk  of  the  Union,  it  would  be  of  some 
advantage  in  the  popular  administration 
of  Poor  Law  afflairs.     At  present  the 
Clerk  of  the  Union  haa  charge  of  the 
eleetion  of  meabett  of  the  Boiud.    It  ia 
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his  duty  to  make  up  the  list  of  voters, 
and,  as  in  the  North  of  Ireland  the 
Clerks  of  Union  are  generally  partizans 
acting  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the 
interests  of  the  landlords  and  of  the 
Conservative  Party,  I  maintain  that  it 
is  most  undesirable  that  they  should 
continue  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  He- 
turning  Officers.  One  part  of  the  duty 
of  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  is  to 
make  out  a  list  of  proxy  votes; 
and  I  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
within  my  own  cognizance,  that  these 
ofiicers  have  themselves  suggested  to 
the  landlords  and  others  the  propriety 
of  registering  proxy  votes.  In  more 
cases  than  one  proxy  votes  have  been 
manufactured  in  the  interests  of  the 
landlords,  and  the  Ketuming  Officer  has 
utilized  the  votes  so  manufactured  when 
a  contest  in  an  election  of  Guardians  has 
taken  place.  In  March  last  I  under- 
went a  contest  myself,  and  in  that  case 
the  Clerk  of  the  Enniskillen  Union  had 
all  the  proxy  votes  in  his  own  custody, 
in  addition  to  which  he  sat  as  the  Be- 
turning  Officer  for  the  election.  He  ad- 
mitted the  whole  of  the  proxy  votes  he 
had  himself  placed  on  the  list,  although 
in  three  cases  the  Local  Government 
Board  disallowed  votes  that  I  objected 
to  at  the  time.  In  one  case  the  proxy 
was  of  this  nature — a  gentleman  was 
ag^nt  for  what  was  called  the  school 
lands  or  the  school  board,  and  he 
claimed  seven  proxy  votes. 

TuE  CHAIRMAN  :  Order,  order !  I 
do  not  see  how  the  conduct  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  which  is  the  subject 
of  this  Vote,  is  concerned  in  the  trans- 
action referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member. 
The  statement  of  the  hon.  Member  ap- 
pears to  relate  solely  to  some  alleged 
dereliction  of  duty  on  the  part  of  a  local 
clerk. 

Ma.  BIGQAR  (Cavan,  W.):  Upon 
the  point  of  Order  I  wish  to  point  out 
that  the  local  cl(«rks  are  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Local  Government  Board ; 
and  the  I/ocal  Government  Board,  in 
the  case  mentioned  by  my  hon.  Friend, 
did  not  do  their  duty,  because  they  did 
not  discharge  the  clerk  for  his  default. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  I  do  not  see  how 
the  Estimate  now  under  the  conaidera* 
tioo  of  the  Committee  can  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  particular  caae  ro- 
ferr^  to. 

CoLovEL  NOLAN  ;Oalwaj,  N.) :  I 
have  been  Chainnaii  of  two  Uiiioii% 
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and  my  experience  is  that  whatever  we 
do  the  Local  Government  Board  have 
complete  power  to  over-rule,  and  if  we 
do  not  immediately  submit  to  their  di- 
rections they  have  sent  down  paid  Guar- 
dians to  take  the  business  out  of  our 
hands.  As  a  matter  of  fact.  Boards  of 
Guardians  are  completely  under  the  con* 
trol  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
who  exercise  the  power  of  over-rulinff 
all  the  actions  of  the  Local  Boards  and 
their  officials. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  If  the  observa- 
tions  of  the  hon.  Member  really  touched 
the  action  of  the  liocal  Government 
Board  they  would  be  perfectly  in  Order ; 
but,  as  I  gather,  he  admits  that  the  Local 
Government  Board,  in  this  particular  in- 
stance, had  discharged  their  duty. 

Mr.  BIGGAR  (Cavan,  W.) :  Per- 
haps, Mr.  Courtney,  you  may  not  be 
aware  that  the  Board  of  Guardians 
have  no  power  to  dismiss  any  of  their 
officers.  A  dismissal  can  only  come 
from  the  Local  Government  Board. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order!  It 
is  impossible  to  argue  with  the  Chair. 

Mr.  JORDAN  (Clare.  W.):  My  ar- 
gument  is  that  the  Local  Government 
board  should  have  censured  the  Clerk 
of  the  Union,  and  prevented  any  such 
action  on  his  part.  I  may  add  that 
there  has  scarcely  been  any  contested 
election  in  this  Union  in  which  the 
election  of  a  Conservative  candidate 
has  not  been  secured  by  resorting  to 
such  practices  as  these— that  is  to  say, 
that  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  has  so  ma- 
naged the  list  as  to  register  fraudulent 
votes  ~ votes  which  ought  to  have  been 
disallowed.  With  your  permission,  Mr. 
Courtney,  I  will  direct  attention  to  an- 
other feature  of  the  case  in  which  the 
action  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
will  be  fairly  seen.  One  requirement  of 
the  law,  in  accordance  with  the  Statute 
and  the  Orders  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  is  that  the  notices  relating 
to  proxy  votes  should  be  left  at  some 
house  within  the  division.  The  form 
by  which  proxy  votes  are  allowed  re- 
quires a  declaration  to  be  made  by  the 
proxy  in  a  certain  manner,  and  in  the 
form  it  is  directed  that  the  paper  shall 
be  left  at  tome  house  in  the  divisioii. 
Nevertheless,  in  the  contest  which  I  un* 
derwent  last  March  at  Enniskillen  there 
were  29  votes  which  were  not  lo  lef^ 
but  which  were  left,  bj  the  direction  ^ 
the  Betuming  Offlcefi  at  hie  own  oAoe* 
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Now,  I  mftintaiD  that  those  proxy  TOtes 
were  bad. 

TBI  CHAIRMAX :  Order,  order :  It 
will  not  be  regular  for  tho  hon.  Member 
to  enter  into  this  transaction,  unless  he 
is  prepared  to  go  further  and  saj  that 
it  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  liocal 
Oorernaient  Board,  and  that  they  took 
no  steps  in  the  matter.  Irregularities 
committed  by  a  local  officer  cannot  in 
tbemselres  be  the  subject  of  debate  on 
this  Kftimate. 

Mm.  JORI>.\N  :  I  was  going  on  to 
say  that  I  myself  wrote  a  series  of  four 
letters  to  the  liocal  QoTemmont  Board, 
drawing  their  attention  to  this  point, 
and  that  I  also  endearourod,  although 
a  layman,  to  discuss  the  law  of  the  case 
with  the  liOcal  G ovemment  Board.  That 
is  why  I  now  complain  of  the  Local  Go- 
Ttrnment  Board — namely,  that  in  re- 
lowing  my  interpretation  of  the  law  they 
did  not  give  me  the  opinion  of  their 
Legal  Adriser,  to  whom  we  are  paying 
£3,000  or  £3.000  a- year.  I  have  made 
repeated  applications  to  them,  and  for 
a  period  of  three  or  four  months  the 
correspondence  has  been  going  on ;  but 
I  have  been  unable  to  get  any  satis- 
factory explanation  of  the  allowance  by 
the  Returning  Officer  of  these  29  votes. 
I  qnoted  the  Statute  and  the  Order  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  themselves, 
together  with  the  form  in  which  the 
Order  was  sent  round  ;  and  all  the  Local 
Government  Board  say  is  that  the  direc- 
tion about  leaving  proxy  papers  at  some 
house  within  the  division  is  not  binding. 
Xerertheleas  they  used  part  of  the  form, 
and  they  refused  to  use  the  other  part. 
If  the  Local  Government  Board  had 
ffiven  me  the  legal  opinion  of  their  own 
Legal  Adviser  I  should  have  been  per- 
fectly satisfied,  and  should  have  been 
saved  from  any  further  feeling  in  the 
master.  Theee  29  votes,  when  they 
were  jotted  up  by  the  Returning  Officer, 
I  objected  to,  and  I  wrote  to  the  Local 
Goremmeat  Board  on  three  separate 
ocoasions  claiming  that  thev  should  be 
simck  off;  but  the  Local  Government 
Board  decided  that  they  should  be  al- 
lowed to  my  opponent.  I  feel  very  keenly 
with  regard  to  the  very  arbitrary  manner 
in  which  the  I>ocal  Oovf*mment  Board 
have  treated  me.  There  were  three 
or  four  cases  of  error  in  which  the 
Loeal  Government  Board  did  disallow 
the  votea;  but  in  this  particular  case, 
wkieh  inlereetad  me  peraonally,  they  re- 


fused to  disallow  the  votes,  and  the  con- 
sequence was  that  I  lost  the  election  by 
two  votes.  My  opinion  is  that  if  the 
I.^gal  Adviser  of  tne  I^ocal  Government 
Board  had  done  his  duty  I  should  have 
been  retained  upon  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, and  so  keenly  do  I  feel  that  I 
have  been  treated,  not  only  in  an  arbi- 
trary but  in  an  ungentlemanly  manner, 
that  I  propose  to  move  the  reduction  of 
this  Vote  by  the  amount  of  £1,000, 
which  represents  the  salary  of  the  8e- 
crotarv  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
and  also  a  further  sum  of  £2,000  for 
law  expenses.  I  do  this  to  mark  mv 
disapprobation  of  the  manner  in  whicK 
I  have  been  treated  by  the  Ix>cal  Go- 
vernment Board.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  Secretary  to  the  I»cal  Government 
Board  is  himself  the  Board.  This  oc- 
currence happened  during  the  time  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  Front 
Opposition  Bench  was  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  I  sent  a 
copy  of  the  letters  I  had  written  to  the 
liOcal  Government  Board  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  at  the  Irish  Office  here. 
I  found,  however,  that  the  Secretary  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  was  not 
only  master  of  the  Board  itself,  but  that 
he  was  also  master  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, whose  reply  to  me  was  simply  a 
re  echo  of  the  reply  I  had  received  from 
the  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government 
Board.  My  opinion,  therefore,  is  that 
the  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  himself  constitutes  the  Board. 
He  not  only  has  the  Chief  Secretary, 
but  the  Inspectors  in  his  hands,  and 
always  at  his  command,  and  he  is  not 
only  an  autocrat,  but  a  supercilious, 
arbitrary,  and  domineering  person.  I 
do  not  expect  to  be  treatea  by  any 
Board  in  a  manner  different  from 
that  in  which  any  other  person  is 
treated;  but  I  believe  that  the  treat- 
ment I  received  from  the  Secretary  to 
the  Local  (fovemment  Board  is  part 
and  parcel  of  the  system  he  pursuea 
regularly  towards  all  who  are  brought 
in  contact  with  him.  lie  refuses  to  take 
the  slightest  i»ain8  to  investigate  any 
case  that  may  be  fairly  placed  before 
him.  I  think  the  Secretary  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  should  be  taught  to 
pay  respect  to  all  persons  who  have 
legitimate  claims  fur  consideration  at  his 
hands.  I  had  already  been  a  Guardian 
for  the  division,  and,  as  a  candidate  at 
the  election  to  which  I  refer,  I  maintain 
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Government  Board  to  communicate  di- 
rectly with  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and 
not  with  the  Chairman  of  the  Board. 
Attention  has  been  directed  to  a  case 
which  concerned  the  property  of  Lord 
Bantry.    It  is  alleged  that  Lord  Bantry 
had  served  notices  of  eviction  signed  by 
his  own  agent,  such  agent  being  also 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 
The  case  is  a  peculiar  one.    It  was  an 
attempt  to  obtain  payment  from  tenants 
who  are   in  a  position  of  under-rated 
tenants,  but  who   were    sought  to  be 
made  responsible  because  their  rentals 
had  been  aggregated  together.  In  order 
to  empower  the  rate  collector  to  take 
legal  proceedings  in  the  matter,  it  was 
necessary  that  the  Chairman,  together 
with  two  other  Guardians  and  the  Clerk 
of  the  Union,  should  sign  a  notice  em- 
powering the  rate  collector  to  sue  the 
tenants.     In  this  case  I  believe  that  the 
notice  was  sent  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  Board  of   Guardians,   and  that 
Lord  Bantry's  agent  instructed  the  rate 
collector  to  sue  the  tenants  instead  of 
Lord  Bantry  himself ;  and  although  the 
rate  collector  gave  receipts  to  the  tenants 
in  his  own   name,  counterparts  of  the 
receipts  were   signed  in   the  name  of 
Lord  Bantry.     I  maintain  that  this  was 
a  grossly  unfair  proceeding  on  the  part 
of  the  rate  collector,  and  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  take 
cognizance  of  the  matter,  and  to  see  that 
Lord  Bantry 's  tenants  are  not  unfairly 
dealt  with.  I  wish,  further,  to  direct  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  mode 
in  which  resolutions  are  received  at  the 
meetings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians ; 
and  I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  whether  it  is  within  his 
province  to  define  whether  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  to  receive 
such  resolutions,  or  whether  it  is  com- 
petent for  that  gentleman  to  decide  what 
resolutions  shall  be  received,  or  what 
shall  be  rejected ;  and,  further,  whether 
it  is  competent  for  him  to  say  what 
course  he  ought  to  take  in  such  a  case  ? 
Of  course,  I  am  aware  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians to  receive  any  resolution  which 
may  be  presented  appertaining  to  the 
business  of  the  Board ;  but  what  I  want 
to  find  out  is,  what  is  the  business  of 
the  Board?    For  instance,  in  a  case 
where  evictions  are  pending,  and  the 
ratepayers  are  to  be  taxed  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  victiinB  of  landlord  op- 
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pression  or  cruelty  in  a  particular  dis- 
trict, and  a  resolution  relating  to  such 
evictions  is  presented,  is  it  or  is  it  not 
the  business  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
to  take  such  resolution  into  considera- 
tion ?    Everyone  is  aware  that  when  an 
eviction  takes  place  the  persons  who  are 
evicted  will,  in  all  probability,  become 
a  burden  upon  the  ratepayers,  whether 
they  become  the  recipients  of  outdoor 
relief   or    have    to    enter    the    work- 
house; and  I  should  like  the    Com- 
mittee to  express  some  opinion  as  to 
what  is  the  duty  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians  in  regard  to 
any  resolution  which  may  be  submitted 
in  such  a  case.     Some  time  ago  I  made 
a   complaint  that  the  tenants  on  the 
Bantry    Estate    were    being    unfairly 
mulcted    by  Lord  Bantry  and    Major 
Spaight.    The  Local  Government  Board 
Inspector  was  sent  down  to  inquire;  but 
Major  Spaight,  instead  of  holding  an 
open  and  fair  inquiry,  entered  into  a 
private  investigation.    He  was  closeted 
in  a  hotel  at  Bantry  with  the  Clerk  of 
the  Union,  and  he  conducted  hisinquiiy 
without  receiving  any  evidence  from  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
themselves  or  any  individual  who  was 
not  a  personal  friend  of  Lord  Bantrj's 
agent.   I  maintain  that  such  an  inquiry 
was  a  pure  farce,  in  the  absence  of  evi- 
dence to  substantiate  the  case  of  Lord 
Bantry' s  tenants.     I  shall  be  glad  to 
receive  an  intimation  from  the  ri^t  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  that  in 
future  the  Local    Government  Board, 
when  they  observe  that  there  has  been 
irregularities    in    the    proceedings    of 
Boards  of  Guardians,  will  immediatelj 
communicate  with    the  Clerk    of    the 
Union  instead  of  the  Chairman,   and 
ascertain  whether  any  illegal  action  oa 
the  part  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians  has  taken  place.    If  thej 
find  that  irregularities  have  been  com- 
mitted it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  remonstrate  and 
to  take  action,  without  requiring  private 
individuals  to    intervene.     I  ask    the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  see  whether 
in  the  case  of   the  Bantry  Board  of 
Guardians  any  illegal  action  has  takea 
place  or  not,  and  to  require  that  in  fatare 
a  communication  shall  be  addroeeod  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  Union  requesting  that 
the  action  of  the  Board  of  Quardiaas 
shall  be  in  accordance  with  the  law  and 
the  statutory  regulatioas  whidi 
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their  proceedings.  I  will  only  add  that 
it  is  monstrous  that  the  Local  Gt)vern- 
ment  Board,  represented  by  gentlemen 
who  draw  large  salaries,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  which  the  public  are  taxed, 
should  overlook  such  transactions  as 
these,  and  that  it  should  be  necessary 
for  private  individuals  to  occupy  their 
time  in  writing  letters  remonstrating 
with  the  action  of  Government  officials 
in  regard  to  a  plain  course  of  procedure 
which  their  own  dutv  ought  to  dictate. 

Mb.   JORDAN    (Clare,    W.) :    Very 
frequently  it  is  found  exceedingly  difficult 
for  a  Board  of  Guardians  to  obtain  legal 
advice  as  to  the  course  they  ought  to 
pursue  when  they  are  of    opinion  that 
irregularities  are  being  committed,  and 
I  think  that  some  endeavour  ought  to 
be  made  to  satisfy  the  fair  and  just  de- 
mands of  all  persons   who  have    any 
transactions  with  Boards  of  Guardians. 
I  notice  here  an  item  of  £3,425  for  the 
Legal  Adviser  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.    Now,  I  do  not  know  who  the 
Legal  Adviser  of  the  Board  is,  and  am 
not  acquainted  with  the  character  of  the 
legal  advice  he  gives.     What  is  it  that 
he  does  ?    I  have  been  a  member  of  a 
Board  of  Guardians  for  a  long  time, 
and  when  any  vexed  question  has  arisen 
in  reference  to  the  action  of  the  Guar- 
dians we  have  again  and  again  applied 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  to  give 
us  legal  advice,  and  the  invariable  reply 
has  been  that  we  must  obtain  the  advice 
of  the  Legal  Adviser  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians — that  we  could  not  have  legal 
advice    from    the    Local    Government 
Board.     They    simply    advised    us    to 
seek  advice  from  our  own  legal  officer. 
Under    such    circumstances,    I    cannot 
see  of  what  use  the  Legal  Adviser  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  is;  and 
as  I  have  no  doubt   that  ho  receives 
a  large   salary — probably   £2,000    or 
£3,000  a-year — for  giving  legal  advice, 
I  confess  that  I  cannot  see  what  use  his 
services  are  if,  when  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians seek  legal  direction,  they  are  told 
that  they  must  obtain  it  from  their  own 
local  attorney,  an  individual  who  cannot 
possess  general  experience,  and  whose 
advice  may  very  likely  lead  the  Board 
of  Guardians  in  the  wrong  direction. 
If    this  individual  does    not  advise  a 
Board  of    Guardians  directly,   neither 
does  he  give  advice  in  any  cases  of  dis- 
pute that  may  arise  between  the  Local 
^OTenunent  Board  and  any  particular 


individual.    I  have  myself  had  occasion 
to  come  into  contact  with  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board,  in  relation  to  the  law 
of  elections  for  members  of  Boards  of 
Guardians,   and  the  Secretary  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  refused  directly 
and  point  blank  to  give  the  opinion  of 
their  Legal  Adviser.     They  refused  to 
give  the  legal  opinion  upon  which  they 
grounded  their  objection  to  my  claim. 
On  that  ground,  as  far  as  the  question 
of  the  Legal  Adviser  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  is  concerned,  I  maintain 
that  the  salary  paid  to  him  is  a  waste 
of  public  money,  and  ought  to  be  dis- 
allowed.    Then  there  is  a  further  ques- 
tion  which    has  reference  to    the    In- 
spectors of  the  Local  Government  Board. 
I  see  in  the  Estimates  a  large  sum  of 
money  for  the  travelling  expenses  of 
those    officers,    amounting    in    all    to 
£4,250.    I  believe  that  the  best  part  of 
that  sum  is  wasted,  and  that  13  or  15 
Inspectors  are  far  too  many  for   the 
work  they  are  required  to  do  in  Ireland. 
Personally,  I  do  not  know  exactly  what 
they  do ;   but  they  travel  a  good  deal 
about  the  country,  and  they  get  £1  1«. 
per  day  for  travelling  expenses  while  on 
duty ;  and,  of  course,  they  make  it  their 
business  to  travel  about  the  country  as 
much  as  possible,  in  order  to  increase 
their  salaries  by  the  allowance  they  re- 
ceive per  day.     Now,  I  have  seen  In- 
spectors attend  meetings  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians,    and   sit    there   during  the 
progress  of  business ;  and  I  know  that 
they  are  of  no  kind  of  use  whatever  in 
directing  the  affairs  of  the  Board.     In 
point  of  fact,  we  should  altogether  re- 
pudiate any  interference  on  their  part, 
and  I  think  that  no  respectable  Board 
of  Guardians  which  knows  its  duty  would 
tolerate  any  meddling  from  them.     In 
fact,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  office  of 
Inspector  is  a  kind  of  sinecure  appoint- 
ment given  to  some  hanger-on  of  some 
other  office,  or  to  some  person  who  hap- 
pens to  have  a  friend  in  court.     Upon 
this  point  I  would  make  a  suggestion.  I 
think  that  if  these  Inspectors,  who  have 
very  little  work  to  do,  were  appointed 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  to  be 
the  Beturning  Officers  in  the  case  of  the 
election  of  Guardians,  instead  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  Union,  it  would  be  of  some 
advantage  in  the  popular  administration 
of  Poor  Law  affiairs.    At  present  the 
Clerk  of  the  Union  has  charge  of  the 
election  of  members  of  the  Boiurd.    It  is 
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his  duty  to  make  up  the  list  of  voters, 
and,  as  in  the  North  of  Ireland  the 
Clerks  of  Union  are  generally  partizans 
acting  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the 
interests  of  the  landlords  and  of  the 
Conservative  Party,  I  maintain  that  it 
is  most  undesirable  that  they  should 
continue  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  He- 
turning  Officers.  One  part  of  the  duty 
of  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  is  to 
make  out  a  list  of  proxy  votes; 
and  I  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
within  my  own  cognizance,  that  these 
officers  have  themselves  suggested  to 
the  landlords  and  others  the  propriety 
of  registering  proxy  votes.  In  more 
cases  than  one  proxy  votes  have  been 
manufactured  in  the  interests  of  the 
landlords,  and  the  Keturning  Officer  has 
utilized  the  votes  so  manufactured  when 
a  contest  in  an  election  of  Guardians  has 
taken  place.  In  March  last  I  under- 
went a  contest  myself,  and  in  that  case 
the  Clerk  of  the  .Enniskillen  Union  had 
all  the  proxy  votes  in  his  own  custody, 
in  addition  to  which  he  sat  as  the  Be- 
turning  Officer  for  the  election.  He  ad- 
mitted the  whole  of  the  proxy  votes  he 
had  himself  placed  on  the  list,  although 
in  three  cases  the  Local  Government 
Board  disallowed  votes  that  I  objected 
to  at  the  time.  In  one  case  the  proxy 
was  of  this  nature — a  gentleman  was 
agent  for  what  was  called  the  school 
lands  or  the  school  board,  and  he 
claimed  seven  proxy  votes. 

The  chairman  :  Order,  order !  I 
do  not  see  how  the  conduct  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  which  is  the  subject 
of  this  Vote,  is  concerned  in  the  trans- 
action referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member. 
The  statement  of  the  hon.  Member  ap- 
pears to  relate  solely  to  some  alleged 
dereliction  of  duty  on  the  part  of  a  local 
clerk. 

Mb.  BIGGAR  (Cavan,  W.):  Upon 
the  point  of  Order  I  wish  to  point  out 
that  the  local  clerks  are  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Local  Government  Board ; 
and  the  Local  Government  Board,  in 
the  case  mentioned  by  my  hon.  Friend, 
did  not  do  their  duty,  because  they  did 
not  discharge  the  clerk  for  his  default. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  I  do  not  see  how 
the  Estimate  now  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Committee  can  have  any- 
thing  to  do  with  the  particular  case  re- 
ferred to. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  I 
have  been  Chairman  of  two  Unions, 

Mr.  Jordan 


and  my  experience  is  that  whatever  we 
do  the  Local  Government  Board  have 
complete  power  to  over-rule,  and  if  we 
do  not  immediately  submit  to  their  di- 
rections they  have  sent  down  paid  Guar- 
dians to  take  the  business  out  of  our 
hands.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Boards  of 
Guardians  are  completely  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
who  exercise  the  power  of  over-rulinff 
all  the  actions  of  the  Local  Boards  and 
their  officials. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  If  the  observa- 
tions  of  the  hon.  Member  really  touched 
the  action  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  they  would  be  perfectly  in  Order ; 
but,  as  I  gather,  he  admits  that  the  Local 
Government  Board,  in  this  particular  in- 
stance, had  discharged  their  duty. 

Mr.  BIGGAR  (Cavan,  W.) :  Per- 
haps, Mr.  Courtney,  you  may  not  be 
aware  that  the  Board  of  Guardians 
have  no  power  to  dismiss  any  of  their 
officers.  A  dismissal  can  only  come 
from  the  Local  Government  Board. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order!  It 
is  impossible  to  argue  with  the  Chair. 

Mr.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.) :  My  ar- 
gument  is  that  the  Local  Government 
Board  should  have  censured  the  Clerk 
of  the  Union,  and  prevented  any  such 
action  on  his  part.  I  may  add  that 
there  has  scaroely  been  any  contested 
election  in  this  Union  in  which  the 
election  of  a  Conservative  candidate 
has  not  been  secured  by  resorting  to 
such  practices  as  these— that  is  to  say, 
that  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  has  so  ma- 
naged the  list  as  to  register  fraudulent 
votes  ~ votes  which  oug^t  to  have  beea 
disallowed.  With  your  permission,  Mr. 
Courtney,  I  will  direct  attention  to  an- 
other feature  of  the  case  in  which  the 
action  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
will  be  fairly  seen.  One  requirement  of 
the  law,  in  accordance  with  the  Statote 
and  the  Orders  of  the  Local  Govern* 
ment  Board,  is  that  the  notices  relating 
to  proxy  votes  should  be  left  at  some 
house  within  the  division.  The  form 
by  which  proxy  votes  are  allowed  re* 
quires  a  declaration  to  be  made  bj  the 
proxy  in  a  certain  manner,  and  in  the 
form  it  is  directed  that  the  paper  shall 
be  left  at  some  house  in  the  oivitioii. 
Nevertheless,  in  the  contest  which  I  un- 
derwent last  March  at  Enniskillen  there 
were  29  votes  which  were  not  so  kdl 
but  which  were  left,  bj  the  direotiim  of 
the  Returning  Officer,  at  his  own 
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Now,  I  maintain  that  those  proxy  votes 
were  bad. 

Thb  chairman  :  Order,  order  !  It 
will  not  be  regular  for  the  hon.  Member 
to  enter  into  this  transaction,  unless  he 
is  prepared  to  go  further  and  say  that 
it  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Local 
Qovernment  Board,  and  that  they  took 
no  steps  in  the  matter.  Irregularities 
committed  by  a  local  officer  cannot  in 
themselves  be  the  subject  of  debate  on 
this  Estimate. 

Mr.  JORDAN  :  I  was  going  on  to 
Bay  that  I  myself  wrote  a  series  of  four 
letters  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
drawing  their  attention  to  this  point, 
and  that  I  also  endeavoured,  although 
a  layman,  to  discuss  the  law  of  the  case 
with  the  Local  Government  Board.  That 
is  why  I  now  complain  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board — namely,  that  in  re- 
fusing my  interpretation  of  the  law  they 
did  not  give  me  the  opinion  of  their 
Legal  Adviser,  to  whom  we  are  paying 
£2,000  or  £3,000  a^year.  I  have  made 
repeated  applications  to  them,  and  for 
a  period  of  three  or  four  months  the 
correspondence  has  been  going  on ;  but 
I  have  been  unable  to  get  any  satis- 
factory explanation  of  the  allowance  by 
the  Returning  Officer  of  these  29  votes. 
I  quoted  the  Statute  and  the  Order  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  themselves, 
together  with  the  form  in  which  the 
Order  was  sent  round ;  and  all  the  Local 
Government  Board  say  is  that  the  direc- 
tion about  leaving  proxy  papers  at  some 
house  within  the  division  is  not  binding. 
Nevertheless  they  used  part  of  the  form, 
and  they  refused  to  use  the  other  part. 
If  the  Local  Government  Board  had 
given  me  the  legal  opinion  of  their  own 
Legal  Adviser  I  should  have  been  per- 
fectly satisfied,  and  should  have  been 
saved  from  any  further  feeling  in  the 
matter.  These  29  votes,  when  they 
were  jotted  up  by  the  Returning  Officer, 
I  objected  to,  and  I  wrote  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  on  three  separate 
occasions  claiming  that  they  should  be 
struck  oflP;  but  the  Local  Government 
Board  decided  that  they  should  be  al- 
lowed to  my  opponent.  I  feel  very  keenly 
with  regard  to  the  very  arbitrary  manner 
in  which  the  Local  Government  Board 
have  treated  me.  There  were  three 
or  four  cases  of  error  in  which  the 
Local  Government  Board  did  disallow 
the  votes;  but  in  this  particular  case, 
which  interested  me  personally,  they  re- 


fused to  disallow  the  votes,  and  the  con- 
sequence was  that  I  lost  the  election  by 
two  votes.  My  opinion  is  that  if  the 
Legal  Adviser  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  had  done  his  duty  I  should  have 
been  retained  upon  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, and  so  keenly  do  I  feel  that  I 
have  been  treated,  not  only  in  an  arbi- 
trary but  in  an  ungentlemanly  manner, 
that  I  propose  to  move  the  reduction  of 
this  Yote  by  the  amount  of  £1,000, 
which  represents  the  salary  of  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
and  also  a  further  sum  of  £2,000  for 
law  expenses.  I  do  this  to  mark  my 
disapprobation  of  the  manner  in  which 
I  have  been  treated  by  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  is  himself  the  Board.  This  oc- 
currence happened  during  the  time  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  Front 
Opposition  Bench  was  Chief  Secretary 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  I  sent  a 
copy  of  the  letters  I  had  written  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  at  the  Irish  Office  here. 
I  found,  however,  that  the  Secretary  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  was  not 
only  master  of  the  Board  itself,  but  that 
he  was  also  master  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, whose  reply  to  me  was  simply  a 
re-echo  of  the  reply  I  had  received  from 
the  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government 
Board.  My  opinion,  therefore,  is  that 
the  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  himself  constitutes  the  Board. 
He  not  only  has  the  Chief  Secretary, 
but  the  Inspectors  in  his  hands,  and 
always  at  his  command,  and  he  is  not 
only  an  autocrat,  but  a  supercilious, 
arbitrary,  and  domineering  person.  I 
do  not  expect  to  be  treated  by  any 
Board  in  a  manner  different  from 
that  in  which  any  other  person  is 
treated;  but  I  believe  that  the  treat- 
ment I  received  from  the  Secretary  to 
the  Local  Government  Board  is  part 
and  parcel  of  the  system  he  pursues 
regularly  towards  all  who  are  brought 
in  contact  with  him.  He  refuses  to  take 
the  slightest  pains  to  investigate  any 
case  that  may  be  fairly  placed  before 
him.  I  think  the  Secretary  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  should  be  taught  to 
pay  respect  to  all  persons  who  have 
legitimate  claims  for  consideration  at  his 
hands.  I  had  already  been  a  Guardian 
for  the  division,  and,  as  a  candidate  at 
the  election  to  which  I  refer,  I  maintain 
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that  I  had  a  claim  upon  the  Local  Go- 
▼eminent  Board  for  due  consideration. 
I  beg  to  move  the  reduction  o(  the  Vote 
by  the  sum  of  £3,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

'*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £65,688,  be 
gpranted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  3l8t  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  Ireland,  including  various  Grants  in  Aid  of 
Local  Taxation."— (ifr.  Jordan.) 

Me.  J.  O'CONNOR  (Tipperary,  S.) : 
I  desire  to  express  my  regret  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  was  not  in  his  place 
when  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Cork 
(Mr.  Qilhooly)  called  attention  to  the 
irregularity  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Bantry  Board  of  Guardians. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
(Bristol,  W.)  :  I  was  in  my  place  during 
most  part  of  the  observations  of  the 
hon.  Member. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOR :  So  much  the 
better,  because  I  think  there  are  mon- 
strous evils  and  blots  in  the  operation  of 
the  Poor  Law  system  in  Ireland,  and 
the  way  in  which  the  benefits  of  the  law 
are  frustrated  was  very  clearly  put 
before  the  Committee  by  my  hon.  Friend. 
I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any  case  that 
could  be  brought  under  the  cognizance 
of  the  Committee  which  could  illustrate 
these  blots  better  than  the  ono  which 
has  been  brought  forward  by  my  hon. 
Friend.  My  hon.  Friend  has  a  very 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  Bantry 
Board  of  Guardians.  That  Board  of 
Guardians  is  presided  over  by  Mr.  John 
Warren  Payne,  who  is  the  agent  of  the 
Earl  of  Bantry,  and  is  noted  for  the 
tyrannical  manner  in  which  he  rules 
that  Board.  As  the  agent  of  the  Earl 
of  Bantry  he  has  used  his  official  posi- 
tion at  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  cheat 
the  tenants  and  evade  the  law.  Now, 
the  Earl  of  Bantry  has  a  number  of  very 
poor  tenants  who  are  rated  under  £4, 
and  according  to  the  law  they  are  not 
liable  to  pay  poor  rates.  But  what  did 
Mr.  John  Warren  Payne  do  ?  He  aggre- 
gated these  tenants  together,  made  one 
of  them  lessor  to  the  others,  and  by  this 
means  he  took  from  the  tenants  their 
right  of  exemption  from  the  rates  and 
gave  receipts  to  the  collector  in  the  Earl 
of  Bantry  8  name ;  while,  on  the  other 

Mr.  Jordan 


hand,  he  gave  receipts  to  the  tenants 
themselves  in  their  own  names.    Now, 
Sir,  I  look  upon  that  as  a  most  elaborate 
system  of   cheating   the    tenants    and 
evading  the  law  in  order  to  save  the 
Earl  of  Bantry  from  making  his  proper 
contribution  to  the  rates.     But  that  is 
not  the  worst  of  it.     This  matter  was 
brought  before  the  Board  repeatedly  bj 
my  hon.  Friend ;  but  so  powerful  was 
Mr.  Payne  on  the  Board,  and  so  much 
influence  had  he  with  the  Local  Gbvem- 
ment  Board,  that  for  years  he  defeated 
the  efforts  of  my  hon.  Friend  to  rectify 
this  state  of  things.    I  will  not  trouble 
the  Committee  with  the  Parliamentary 
Returns  and  Correspondence  which  were 
entered  into  between  the  members  of 
the  Board  and  the  Local  Goyemment 
Board,  and  which  extended  over  a  con- 
siderable period.    For  the  time  every 
effort  was  fruitless ;  but  finally  the  matter 
was  brought  before  this  House  by  my 
hon.  Friend,  and  an  Inspector  was  then 
sent  down  to  Bantry  to  investigate  the 
actual  state  of  affairs.     The  Inspector 
was  immediately  waited  upon  by  Mr. 
Payne,  and  so  influenced  was  that  official 
by  Mr.  Payne  that  he  actually  altered 
the  manner  of  the  rating  so  as  to  make 
one  tenant  liable  for  the  rates  of  all  the 
others,  by  that  means  saving  the  Earl 
of  Bantry's  pocket.     My  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  West  Cork  (Mr.  Gil- 
hooly)  was,  however,  not  contented  with 
that  decision,   and  he  appealed   to   a 
higher  quarter,  which  had  the  effect  of 
inducing  the  Government  to  send  down 
Sir  J.   Vaughan  Green,  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Valuations,  to  Bantry.     The 
Commissioner  took   evidence  and  held 
an  inquiry,  at  which  both  sides  were 
heard.    What  was  the  result  ?    The  de- 
cision of  the  Inspector  was  immediatdj 
reversed,  these  tenants  have  been  saTed 
the  unjust  imposition  which  had  been 
placed  upon  them,   and    the  Earl   of 
Bantry  has  been    compelled    to  place 
himself  on  all- fours  with  the  law  and 
contribute  his  proper  ifuota  to  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Union.     Now,  I  think  this 
is  a  very  proper  subject  for  investiga- 
tion.    It  IS  a  typical  case  of  many  others 
that  occur  all  over  the  country,  and  it 
shows  how  the  landlords  of    Ireland 
and  their  agents,   backed  up   by    the 
officials  of  the  Local  Govemment  Board. 
have  been  able  to  defeat  and  evade  tlie 
law  in  every  particular  that  <;an  be  de- 
vised by  the  fruitful  ingenoify  of  the 
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landlords  and  their  agents  in  Ireland. 
Well,  Sir,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  is  Chairman  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  I  think 
he  will  do  well  to  inquire  into  this 
matter.  He  cannot  be  too  strict  in  his 
investigation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
officials  who  are  immediately  under 
him.  He  cannot  be  too  precise  and 
exacting  in  looking  into  the  Reports  of 
the  Inspectors  who  go  down  into*  the 
country,  who  are  attended  by  the  agents 
of  the  landlords,  and  who  are  sur- 
rounded by  every  influence  at  the  com- 
mand of  such  agents,  so  that  they  may 
assist  the  landlords  in  evading  the  law. 
There  is  another  way  in  which  these 
gentlemen  endeavour  to  prop  up  the 
rotten  system  of  which  they  are  the  re- 
presentatives, and  to  procure  the  assist- 
ance of  officials  in  so  doing.  My  hon. 
Friend  has  very  properly  brought  before 
the  Committee  the  manner  in  which  re- 
solutions are  proposed  and  received  by 
the  Chairmen  of  Unions.  The  system 
is  one  which  has  led  to  a  great  deal  of 
contention,  and  much  disagreeable  con- 
troversy in  the  Land  Courts  of  Ireland. 
Although  I  have  never  had  the  honour 
of  being  a  Poor  Law  Guardian,  I  have 
had  occasion  to  observe  from  time  to 
time  the  way  in  which  these  resolutions 
have  been  brought  forward  and  re- 
ceived, and  I  have  often  deplored  the 
manner  in  which  the  Chairman  of  the 
Poor  Law  Board  has  broken  up  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Guardians,  retired  from  his 
position  as  Chairman,  and  then  defied 
the  Board  to  pass  resolutions  of  which 
the  majority  were  in  favour — resolu- 
tions affecting  the  rates  and  the  condi- 
tion of  the  country.  In  more  than  one 
case  the  Chairman  has  in  this  way  left 
the  proper  work  of  the  Board  undone  in 
order  that  he  might  defeat  the  proposers 
of  these  resolutions.  Now,  I  do  not 
know  anything  that  could  more  pro- 
perly form  the  business  of  a  Poor  Law 
Board  than  that  they  should  bring  their 
opinion  to  bear  upon  the  subject  of 
evictions  in  Ireland.  What  has  been 
the  case  in  the  Ban  try  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, of  which  my  hon.  Friend  is  a  dis- 
tinguished member  ?  In  the  case  of 
tliat  Board  the  rate  collector  has  failed 
to  lodge  the  necessary  notices  of  evic- 
tion. These  notices  of  eviction  ought  to 
be  placed  upon  the  table  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians ;  and  what  can  be  more  proper 
than  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  should 


pass  resolutions  in  regard  to  such  notices 
of  eviction  ?  Can  it  be  said  that  they 
do  not  affect  the  rates?  Do  they  not 
affect  the  poor  ?  Do  they  not  affect  the 
Union  over  which  the  Board  presides ; 
and  is  it  not  almost  certain  that  the  un- 
fortunate people  who  are  evicted  for  the 
non-payment  of  rack-rents  will  even- 
tually become  the  recipients  of  parochial 
relief  ?  Occasionally — in  fact,  very  fre- 
quently— throughout  the  whole  of  Ire- 
land resolutions  have  been  brought  for- 
ward by  humane  men  expressing  a 
strong  opinion  upon  evictions  that  were 
about  to  take  place.  Some  of  these  re- 
solutions may  have  been  couched,  per- 
haps, in  the  language  of  entreaty  to  the 
landlords  and  their  agents,  asking  them 
to  stay  the  evictions,  and  not  place  upon 
the  rates  already  over-burdened  a  num- 
ber of  evicted  tenants  who  would  have 
no  other  resource  than  entering  the  poor- 
house.  Surely  that  is  a  very  proper 
subject  for  the  Board  of  Guardians  to 
entertain ;  and  I  think  it  was  a  very  proper 
subject  for  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Cork  (Mr.  Gilhooly)  to  introduce  here 
to-day,  in  order  that  an^expression  of 
opinion  may  be  obtained  irom  some 
person  in  authority  as  to  how  far  a 
member  of  a  Board  of  Guardians  is 
justified  in  bringing  forward  such  a 
resolution,  and  how  far  the  Chairman  of 
the  Board  is  justified  in  refusing  to  ac- 
cept it  as  far  as  it  affects  the  rates  which 
the  district  may  be  obliged  to  pay  and 
the  position  of  the  Union.  Many  dis- 
agreeable conflicts  have  occurred  in  cer- 
tain Boards  of  Guardians  from  time  to 
time  arising  out  of  the  introduction  of 
these  resolutions,  and  we  are  very 
anxious  that  the  matter  should  be  dis- 
posed of  once  for  all.  On  some  occa- 
sions the  Chairman  of  the  Board,  in  a 
passionate  and  heated  moment,  leaves 
the  Chair,  and  on  other  occasions  dis- 
agreeable scenes  arise  in  consequence 
of  the  conflicts  which  are  entered  into 
between  the  members  of  the  Board  and 
the  Chairman,  and  the  refusal  of  the 
Board  to  accept  his  ipse  dixit,  I  admit 
that  in  many  respects  the  Chairman  of 
a  Union  may  be  the  most  suitable  per- 
son for  the  position.  We  are  some- 
times accused  in  Ireland  of  being  in- 
tolerant ;  but  in  Ireland  the  public  posi- 
tions at  the  disposal  of  the  country  are 
all  of  them  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
privileged  class.  This  gives  rise  to 
constant  bickerings;  and  can  there  be 


611 


Supply  — Civil 


{COMMONS  j  Sertice  AtimaUi. 


M2 


any  wonder,  when  we  find  a  gentleman 
filling  the  chair  at  a  meeting  of  a  Board 
of  Guardians,  who  is  otherwise  emi- 
nently suited  to  occupy  the  position,  but 
who  places  himself  at  right  angles  with 
the  public  by  refusing  to  put  these  re- 
solutions in  the  interests  of  the  rate- 
payers— can  there  be  any  wonder,  under 
such  circumstances,  that  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers avail  themselves  of  the  first  oppor- 
tunity to  ask  Parliament  to  review  the 
position  occupied  by  the  gentlemen  who 
fill  that  post,  and  who  at  present  study 
only  the  interest  of  the  one  class  to 
which  they  themselves  belong  ?  I  rose 
to  take  part  in  this  discussion  simply 
because  I  was  under  the  impression  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  was  not  in  his  place,  and  I 
wished  to  emphasize  the  matters  which 
had  been  brought  forward  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Cork.*  I  trust  that 
these  important  questions  will  receive 
careful  consideration  at  the  hands  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  that  the 
several  points  that  have  been  brought 
forward  by  my  hon.  Friend  will  be 
satisfactorily  answered.  I  trust  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  carefully 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  Inspec- 
tors—that he  will  see  that  they  hold  an 
even  hand  and  steer  an  even  keel  be- 
tween the  people  and  those  who,  in  the 
performance  of  the  duties  of  Chairmen 
of  Poor  Law  Guardians,  interfere  with 
the  operation  of  what  might  otherwise 
be  very  carefully  drawn  regulations  and 
very  just  provisions  of  the  law. 

The  chief  SECRETAEY  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  Michael  Hioks  -  Beach) 
(Bristol,  W.) :  There  was  one  observa- 
tion which  fell  from  an  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  addressed  the  Committee  to 
which  it  is  very  difficult  to  give  a 
reply.  I  quite  agree  with  the  proposi- 
tion that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  to  watch  very  carefully, 
through  its  Inspectors  and  the  Reports 
it  receives,  over  the  proceedings  of 
Boards  of  Guardians  in  Ireland;  that 
it  is  bound  to  keep  an  even  keel  be- 
tween the  various  conflicting  interests ; 
and  that  if  it  observes  any  infraction  of 
the  law,  or  any  improper  administration 
of  the  law,  no  time  should  bo  lost  in 
putting  in  force,  without  fear  or  favour, 
the  powers  at  its  disposal  to  check 
irregularities.  That  being  so,  on  the 
other  hand,  I  should  entirely  depre- 
cate  any    persistent    or    continual  in- 
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terference  with  Boards  of  Quardians 
on  the  part  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  beyond  the  lines  laid  down 
by  the  law.  It  appears  to  me  that  this 
would  be  absolutely  contrary  to  any 
progress  in  that  system  of  local  self- 
government  which  I  understand  it  is 
universally  admitted  we  should  endea- 
vour to  sustain  and  extend  in  Ireland  as 
in  other  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
The  hon.  Member  for  West  Cork  (Mr. 
Gilhooly)  has  called  attention  to  certain 
conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  Bantry  Board  of  Guardians,  and  he 
has  been  followed  in  that  course  by  the 
hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat  down. 
My  own  opinion  is  that  it  is  obviously  the 
duty  of  Boards  of  Guardians  to  take 
cognizance  of  the  evictions  which  may 
happen  in  their  Union  in  order  to  pre- 
vent any  hardship  or  suffering  to  the  poor 
from  them.  The  law  imposes  on  them 
and  on  their  officers  certain  duties  in  that 
respect,  which,  of  course,  they  ought  to 
perform.  The  Local  Government  Board 
intimated  to  the  Bantry  Board  of  Guar- 
dians what  the  duty  of  the  relieving 
officer  was  in  this  matter;  and  they 
added  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  Chair- 
man had  not  acted  properly  in  declining 
to  put  a  certain  resolution.  But  now 
the  Government  are  asked  to  go  further. 
They  are  asked  to  take  some  action,  as 
I  understand,  with  reference  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  Chairman  of  the  Board.  To 
that  I  reply  that  I  am  not  here  for  the 
purpose  of  laying  down — and  it  would 
be  impossible  for  anyone  to  lay  down — 
precisely  what  resolutions  the  Chairman 
ought  or  ought  not  to  put  from  the  chair, 
or  what  kind  of  business  ought  or  onght 
not  to  come  before  the  Board.  I  am 
afraid  that  a  good  many  subjects  are 
discussed  by  Boards  of  Guardians  in 
Ireland,  and  possibly  in  England,  which 
are  certainly  not  within  the  ordinary 
administration  of  such  Boards.  But  the 
Local  Government  Board  were  advised 
that  in  this  case  the  conduct  of  the 
Chairman  did  not  justify  the  inter- 
ference by  sealed  order  which  was 
asked  for  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Cork.  In  my  opinion,  those  who 
have  a  local  interest  in  the  matter,  and 
who  consider  that  the  Chairman  ex- 
ceeded his  duty,  have  the  remedy  in 
their  own  hands  if  they  choose  to  exer- 
cise it.  When  the  time  comes  for  re- 
electing the  Chairman,  if  he  has  failed 
to  discharge  his  duty,  they  possess  a 
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remedy  by  replacing  him  by  someone 
else.  [^Home  Rule  cries  of  **No,  no!'*] 
If  that  were  so,  then  obviously  the  Chair- 
man has  the  support  of  the  ratepayers  of 
the  district. 

Me.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
He  is  the  understrapper  of  the  ex  officio 
Guardians. 

Sib  MICHAEL   HICKS- BEACH: 
He  is  elected  by  the  Board  of  Guardians 
to  be  Chairman  of  the  Board ;  and  if 
bon.  Members  can  furnish  me  with  an 
instance  in  which  the  Local  Government 
Board,  either  of  England  or  of  Ireland, 
have  removed  a  Chairman  of  a  Board 
of  Guardians,  by  a  sealed  order,  for  de- 
clining to  put  a  resolution,  I  should  con- 
sider the  suggestion  for  such  interference 
on  the  part  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  this  case  with  more  favour  than 
I  am  disposed  to  extend  to  it  at  present. 
With  regard  to  the  action  of  the  Chair- 
man in  this  particular  instance,  as  I  have 
already  stated,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  that  he  was 
not  justified  in  the  course  he  took.     The 
blame  which  has  been  cast  on  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  declining  to  go 
boyond  the  expression  of  that  opinion 
is  in  strong  contrast  to  the  observations 
which   have  been   made   by  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Clare  (Mr.  Jordan)  as 
to  the  arbitrary  conduct  of  the  Board 
and  the  action  of  its  Secretary  in  certain 
other  matters  which  have  been  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  Committee.    The 
Local  Government  Board  are  charged, 
on  the  one  side,  with  non-interference ; 
and,  on  the  other,  with  arbitrary  inter- 
ference.    I  can  only  say  that  I  am  as 
anxious    as    any  hon.   Member  below 
the   Gangway  that  the   action   of  the 
Local  Government    Board    should    be 
fair  between  all   parties,    and   that  it 
should    deal   with    any    infraction    of 
the  law,   no  matter  by  whom  it  may 
be  committed.     Some  information  has 
reached  me  as  to  the  condition  of  certain 
Unions  in  Ireland  which  inclines  me  to 
believe  that  a  little  more  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Local   Government  Board 
might  have  stopped  certain  evils  that 
have  occurred.     However  that  may  be, 
I  will  promise  h/Qn.  Members  not  to  lose 
sight  of  the  m^ter,  but  to  do  the  best  I 
can  to  secure  that  the  law  is  carried  out, 
and  not  evaded.     The  hon.  Member  for 
West  Clare  put  two  points,  the  first  of 
which  had  reference  to  the  action  of  the 
Inspectors  of   the    Local    Government 
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Board.  He  spoke  of  the  Inspectors  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  as  if  they 
were  of  no  use,  and  he  went  so  far  as  to 
move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote  in  order 
to  get  rid  of  them. 

Mb.  JORDAN :  No ;  not  the  Inspec- 
tors. 

Sib  MICHAEL  HICKS -BEACH  : 
The  hon.  Member  seemed  to  think  that 
the  Inspectors  did  not  discharge  their 
duties  satisfactorily.  He  spoke  of  their 
attendance  at  the  meetings  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians,  and  I  certainly  understood 
him  not  only  to  say  that  they  were  use- 
less, but  that  any  interference  on  their 
part  would  be  resented  by  the  Board 
of  Guardians.  Now,  I  understand  that 
the  Inspectors  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  do  not  attend  the  meetings  of  the 
Boards  of  Guardians  for  the  purpose  of 
directing  the  course  of  procedure,  but 
simply  to  observe  what  goes  on,  and  to 
report  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
how  the  affairs  of  the  Union  are  con- 
ducted. Of  course,  if  the  Board  of 
Guardians  asks  for  their  advice,  they 
would  be  perfectly  willing  and  ready  to 
give  it. 

Mr.  JORDAN:  The  experience  we 
have  of  the  Inspectors  in  Ireland  is 
that  their  services  are  nearly  altogether: 
useless. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS- BEACH 
That  has  not  been  found  to  be  the  case 
in  England,  and  I  do  not  think  it  will 
be  found  to  be  the  case  in  Ireland.  I 
believe  that  without  the  assistance  of 
the  Inspectors  it  would  be  impossible  for 
the  Local  Government  Board  to  perform 
their  duties.  The  Local  Government 
Board,  however,  have  no  desire  to  take 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians their  proper  administrative  duties. 
Generally  speaking,  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  Inspectors  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  are  fairly  open  to  the  charge 
which  has  been  made  against  them,  and 
without  some  such  system  of  inspection 
it  would  be  impossible  for  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  go  on.  An  hon. 
Member  has  suggested  that  the  Inspec- 
tors should  do  the  duty  of  the  Clerks  of 
the  Union  in  revising  the  List  of  Voters, 
and  conducting  the  election  of  Boards  of 
Guardians.  Now,  I  should  like  to  know 
how  long  it  would  take  the  13  Inspectors 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  Returning  Officers  at 
elections,  and  what  time  they  would  have 
left  to  devoto  to  other  and  more  import- 
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ant  duties  ?  Such  a  suggestion  is  also 
directly  in  antagonism  to  the  extension 
of  local  self-government  or  the  granting 
of  greater  freedom  to  the  Local  Autho- 
rities of  Ireland.  As  to  the  Legal  Ad- 
viser of  the  Local  Government  Board,  he 
has  very  important  duties  to  perform, 
and  his  services  are  largely  called  into 
requisition.  He  gives  advice  as  to  the 
general  action  of  the  Board,  and  the  re- 
muneration he  receives  is  included  in 
the  Estimate  for  the  year.  I  do  not 
think  that  any  point  which  has  heen 
raised  in  the  course  of  this  discussion 
remains  unanswered,  and  I  trust  that 
hon.  Members  will  believe  me  when  I 
say  that  my  desire  is  to  see  the  working 
of  the  Local  Government  system  made 
thoroughly  efficient,  and  carried  out  as 
far  as  possible  by  the  Local  Authorities 
themselves 

Mb.  DEASY  (Mayo,  W.) :  I  and  my 
hon.  Friends  are  also  anxious  to  see 
local  self-government  thoroughly  estab- 
lished in  Ireland ;  but  we  do  not  con- 
sider that  the  present  system  of  local  go- 
vernment which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  alluded  to  is  at  all  satisfactory, 
or  that  it  is  in  reality  local  government 
in  any  sense  of  the  word,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  the  Boards  of  Guardians  in 
Ireland  are  composed,  to  a  large  extent, 
of  the  landlord  class,  elected  on  a  fancy 
franchise,  and  that  the  Chairman  is,  as 
a  general  rule,  nominated  and  elected 
by  Justices  of  the  Peace  who  are  ex  officio 
Guardians.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
informs  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
West  Clare  (Mr.  Jordan)  that  there  is 
nothing  easier,  if  the  majority  of  the 
Board  are  dissatisfied  with  any  decision 
the  Chairman  may  give,  than  to  refrain 
from  electing  him  again.  Is  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  aware  what  the  com- 
position of  a  Board  of  Guardians  really 
is  in  Ireland  ?  In  the  first  place,  you  have 
half  the  Board  composed  of  ex  officio 
Guardians,  who  are  magistrates,  mostly 
resident  within  the  Unions  of  which 
they  are  Guardians.  They  are  the 
highest  rated  Justices  in  the  Union, 
and  are  nominated  by  the  Clerks. 
Those  men  are  landlords  and  their 
agents ;  consequently,  nothing  like  fair- 
play  can  be  expected  from  them.  In 
the  next  place,  the  landlords  exercise  an 
enormous  power  at  the  annual  Elections 
by  means  of  their  proxy  votes.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  when  a  Board 
holds  its  first  meeting  more  than  one 
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half  of  the  Guardians  have  been 
nominated  without  a  single  ratepayer 
having  had  a  voice  in  the  nomination. 
It  will,  therefore,  be  seen  that  they  are 
able,  almost  in  all  cases,  to  elect  their 
own  Chairman,  and  as  a  general  rule  the 
Chairman  is  a  political  panizan,  placed 
in  that  position  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting Guardians  of  Nationalist  sym- 
pathies, who  represent  the  ratepayers, 
from  expressing  opinions  which  do  not 
coincide  with  their  own.  It  is  the  land- 
lords who  place  the  Chairman  in  that 
position  on  the  25th  of  March  every 
year,  and  it  will  be  found  that  they  pay 
no  attention  to  the  business  of  the  Board 
until  the  25th  of  March  following. 
They  permit  the  work  of  the  Union  to 
be  carried  on  by  the  representatives  of 
the  ratepayers,  unless  there  is  some  job 
to  be  effected,  upon  which  special  occa- 
sions they  are  whipped  up.  The  rate* 
payers  in  Ireland  have  not  the  slightest 
control  over  the  action  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  they 
have  very  little  influence,  practically 
speaking,  in  the  administration  of  the 
Poor  Law  itself,  owing  to  the  system  ol 
nomination  and  election  which  prcTaila. 
Nothing  can  be  more  absurd  than  to 
impute  to  hon.  Gentlemen  on  these 
Benches  that  they  are  pressing  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
exercise  his  authority,  as  Chairman  ol 
the  Local  Government  Board,  in  order  to 
interfere  unduly  with  local  representa- 
tion. The  members  of  the  Poor  Law 
Board  are  in  no  sense  of  the  word  the 
representatives  of  the  local  ratepayers* 
We  do  not  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  exercise  his  authority  in  an  unfair  or 
an  arbitrary  manner.  All  we  ask  is  that 
he  will  compel  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  see  that  the  law  is  administered 
in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  intended  to 
be  administered.  All  we  wish  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  do  is  to  observe 
the  minutes  and  proceedings  of  the 
Boards  of  Guardians,  and  if  they  find 
that  any  illegality  has  been  committed 
by  the  Chairman  of  a  Board,  or  any* 
one  else,  at  once  to  take  notice  of  it,  and 
write  to  the  Board,  and  have  any  illegal 
decision  reversed.  That  is  all  we  ask  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman ;  and  as  to  the 
emoval  of  the  Chairman,  surely  it  is  nor 
argument  that  if  no  Chairman  has  yet 
been  removed  by  a  sealed  order,  that 
course  should  not  be  commenced  now. 
If  Mr.  Payne,  the  Chairman  of   the 
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Banfcry  Board  of  Guardians,  persists  in 
acting  contrary  to  the  law,  I  do  not  see 
why  the  Local  Government  Board  ought 
not  to  step  in  and  use  their  authority. 
The  reading  of  notices  of  eviction  at  the 
meetings  of  Boards  of  Guardians  is  cer- 
tainly a  matter  of  serious  consequence, 
because,  under  the  law,  the  relieving 
officer  is  compelled  to  be  on  the  spot 
when  an  eviction  takes  place.     How  is 
the  relieving  officer  to  be  on  the  spot,  or 
how  is  he  to  be  directed  by  the  Board  of 
Qaardians  as  to  the  steps  he  ought  to 
take  with  regard  to  the  relief  of  an  un- 
fortunate family  who  may  be  cast  on  the 
roadside,  unless  public  notice  is  given  at 
the  Board  that  the  evictions  are  about 
to  be  carried  out  ?    It  is  said  that  in  the 
coming  winter  the  landlords  intend  to 
evict  by  wholesale,  and  surely  the  matter 
is  one  of  vital  and  urgent  importance. 
I  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  give 
his  serious  attention  to  this  question  of 
evictions  in  Ireland,  and  to  the  manner 
in  which  Chairmen  of  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians may  deal   with  eviction  notices. 
There  is  another  matter  which  I  also 
desire  to  bring   under    the    notice  of 
the  right  hon.    Gentleman,    and  it    is 
one  with   which  I  believe  he  is  per- 
sonally acquainted.     He  was  a  Member 
of    the    Hojal    Oommission    of    1878 
which  inquired  into  the  operation  of  the 
Poor  Law  in  Ireland.    At  that  time  it 
was  hoped  that  the  result  of  the  inquiry 
would  be  to  secure  lunatic  paupers  from 
the  treatment  to  which  they  had  pre- 
viously been  subjected,  and  that  a  sepa- 
rate establishment  in  each  county  would 
be  set  aside  in  which  they  would  receive 
proper  care  and  attention.     The  present 
Bjrstem  in  Ireland  in  this  respect  is  pro- 
bably the  greatest  blot  upon  the  whole 
Poor  Law  administration  of  the  country, 
because,    mainly    on    account    of    the 
helplessness  of  these  unfortunate  indi- 
viduals, who  are  unable  to  do  anything 
for  themselves,  they  are  absolutely  at  the 
mercy  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  and 
the  people  the  Board   employ  to  look 
after  them.  I  am  quite  aware  that  many 
Guardians  in  Ireland  would  do   some- 
thing to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  these 
unfortunate  people ;  but  they  are  afraid 
of  the  ratepayers,   and  the  majority  of 
them  are  not  inclined  to  lend  a  willing 
ear  to  any  story  of  what  goes  on  in  the 
lunatic  wards.     The  result  is  that  hun- 
dreds   of   these    unhappy  people    are 
huddled  together  in  the  workhouses,  two 


or  three  in  a  bed,  without  any  proper 
medical  treatment,  or  skilled  nurses  to 
take  charge  of  them. 

The  chairman  :  I  am  afraid  that 
the  hon.  Member  is  travelling  beyond 
the  question  before  the  Committee.  The 
Local  Government  Board  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  arrangements  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  is  condemning. 

Mb.  DEASY:  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  reports  upon  the  state  of 
things  that  exists  in  the  workhouses, 
and  their  Inspectors  have  to  visit  the 
workhouses,  and  to  make  frequent  He- 
ports  to  the  Board  itself  as  to  the  condi- 
tion of  these  pauper  lunatics.  More- 
over, a  Koyal  Commission  was  appointed 
for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  and 
reporting  upon  that,  among  other  ques- 
tions. The  subject  was  raised  on  the 
discussion  of  this  Vote  last  year,  and 
also  the  year  before,  and  I  would  there- 
fore submit  that  I  am  perfectly  in  Order 
in  raising  it  now. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  I  do  not  know 
what  may  have  happened  in  a  former 
year.  The  hon.  Member  is  irregular, 
because  the  Local  Government  Board 
are  in  no  way  responsible  for  the  state 
of  things  which  may  exist  in  the  work- 
houses. 

Mr.  DEASY :  The  Local  Government 
Board  have  to  sanction  the  appointment 
of  medical  officers,  and  have  control  over 
the  workhouses,  and,  therefore,  I  ven- 
ture to  submit  that  I  am  quite  entitled 
to  go  into  the  question. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  not  entitled  to  continue  his  re- 
marks. 

Mb.  DEASY :  May  I  go  into  the  ques- 
tion of  the  medical  officers  ? 

The  chairman  :  No. 

Mb.  DEASY :  I  am  very  sorry  that  I 
am  not  at  liberty  to  pursue  the  subject 
further.  It  was  one  to  which  I  wished 
particularly  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, and  I  will  take  care  that  on  the  first 
opportunity  which  is  afforded  I  will  bring 
the  matter  under  the  notice  of  the  Govern- 
ment, particularly  on  account  of  the  fact 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  is 
very  well  acquainted  with  the  subject. 
With  reference  to  the  Auditors  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  that  is  also  a  matter 
which  has  been  brought  under  the  notice 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  Even  in 
the  present  Session  one  or  two  Questions 
were  put  upon  the  subject,  and  the  whole 
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matter  was  gone  into  completely  on  a 
former  occasion.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
it  was  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  when,  some  years 
ago,  he  occupied  the  same  position  he 
now  occupies  in  connection  with  the  Irish 
Office.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  an  insult 
to  Magistrates  and  Justices  of  the  Peace 
sitting  at  Petty  Sessions  that  they  should 
be  called  upon  simply  to  register  the 
decrees  of  the  Auditor.  This  is  the 
modus  operandi.  The  Auditor  objects  to 
some  amount  which  may  have  been  voted 
away  for  some  purpose  or  other,  and  for 
which  special  authority  may  not  be  given 
by  Act  of  Parliament.  The  Auditor 
writes  a  certificate  which  has  the  effect 
of  surcharging  the  Guardians  who  may 
have  signed  the  cheque,  and  the  certificate 
goes  down  to  the  Petty  Sessions  to  be 
endorsed ;  but  the  magistrates  have  no 
power  to  enter  into  the  facts  of  the  case, 
and  they  are  simply  bound  by  Act  of 
Parliament  to  issue  a  decree  against  the 
Guardians.  This,  I  maintain,  is  an  insult 
to  the  intelligence  of  the  magistrates. 
I  do  not  know  why  they  should  merely 
sit  upon  the  Bench  for  the  purpose  of 
registering  the  decisions  already  arrived 
at  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
Auditor,  or  by  any  other  persons.  They 
are  precluded  from  taking  any  evidence 
whatever  upon  the  merits  of  the  case, 
and  they  are  obliged  to  register  a  decree 
against  the  individuals  who  may  have 
signed  the  cheque.  The  Irish  Members 
have  asked,  on  more  than  one  occa- 
sion, that  this  injustice  should  be 
remedied — that  evidence  may  be  taken 
by  the  magistrates,  and  in  case  their 
decision  is  adverse  that  the  defend- 
ants may  appeal  to  the  Court  of  the 
Quarter  Sessions.  We  had  a  distinct 
pledge  from  Mr.  Trevelyan,  when  he 
was  Chief  Secretary  some  two  years  ago, 
that  this  grievance  should  be  remedied ; 
but  since  then  nothing  has  been  done 
in  the  matter.  "We  are  very  frequently 
told  that  the  Irish  Members  have  only 
to  open  out  some  specific  grievance 
which  they  desire  to  have  remedied,  and 
thi^^  they  have  only  to  give  an  intima- 
tion of  their  wishes  to  the  Government,  in 
•  secure  that  the  law  in  some  par- 
tioi  rV^irection  shall  be  altered  forth- 
^  Now,  here  is  a  matter  which  has 

j^^j  ^  considerable  attention  in  Ire- 
^  -it  has  been  made  a  special  matter 
oi  aeb#^i  ^^^  although  attention  has 
been  Inwn  to  it,  year  after  year,  for  a 
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number  of  years,  no  attempt  has  been 
made  by  any  Government  to  remedy  it, 
although  it  is  a  source  of  considerable 
irritation.  I  may  add  that  the  change 
we  desire  could  easily  be  effected  in  a 
short  Bill  of  one  or  two  clauses,  and  I 
do  not  think  that  any  opposition  wonld 
be  raised  to  it  in  any  quarter  of  the 
House.  I  wish  also  to  draw  attention  to 
another  matter,  in  reference  to  which  a 
Question  was  asked  a  few  evenings  ago 
— namely,  the  appointment  of  Inspectors 
under  the  Explosives  Act.  One  of  the 
recent  Orders  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
made  an  alteration  in  regard  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  these  officials,  and  the 
appointment  itself  is  vested  in  the  hands 
of  the  Local  Justices.  Formerly,  it  was 
the  practice  when  a  vacancy  occurred  to 
give  the  appointment  to  a  member  of 
the  Eoyal  Irish  Constabulary,  who,  cer- 
tainly, are  better  qualified  persons  than 
any  others  to  carry  out  the  duties  Of  the 
office.  Under  the  present  system,  how- 
ever, the  Local  Justices  come  together 
when  there  is  a  vacancy,  and  they  give 
the  appointment  to  one  of  their  fnenda, 
at  the  same  time  naming  the  salary.  It 
does  not  matter  whether  they  fix  the 
salary  at  £10  or  £1,000,  the  Board  of 
Guardians  are  obliged  to  pay  it.  A  cer- 
tificate is  issued  every  six  months  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Oxuu^ 
dians,  making  a  demand  for  any  snm 
the  magistrates  choose  to  name  as 
the  salary  of  the  Inspector,  which  the 
treasurer  must  pay.  What  I  aak  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  do  is  to  make 
it  compulsory  on  the  magistrates  of  Pettj 
Sessions  to  abolish  the  office  of  Inspector 
of  Explosives  as  it  at  present  exiato,  and 
to  give  the  appointment  to  some  member 
of  the  Police  Force,  who  will  cany  out 
the  duties  more  efficiently,  while  the 
expense  would  be  disbursed  by  a  dif- 
ferent body  from  that  which  pays  the 
Inspectors  at  present.  I  may  add  that 
the  matter  is  one  which  has  given  riae 
to  some  dissatisfaction  among  the  Boards 
of  Guardians.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  that  I  should  detain  the  Com- 
mittee longer;  but  I  trust  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  will 

f've  his  best  attention  to  the  few  points 
have  ventured  to  bring  under  his 
notice,  which  are  really  of  much  conse- 
quence to  the  Irish  people. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (DubHn  Co.,  N.) :  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Serre* 
ta^  spoke  of  an  inconsistency  in  the 
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complaints  of  hon.  Members  on  this 
Bide  of  the  House  with  regard  to  the 
Local  Government  Board.  He  said  that 
one  hon.  Qentleman  complained  that  the 
Local  Government  Board  interfered  too 
much  with  the  action  of  Boards  of 
Guardians,  and  that  another  hon.  Gentle- 
man complained  that  they  had  not  inter- 
fered enough.  Why,  that  is  precisely 
our  complaint — namely,  that  it  all  de- 
pends upon  the  composition  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians — whether  the  Board  is  a 
Tory  Board  or  a  Nationalist  Board — 
whether  there  is  too  much  or  too  little 
interference.  On  the  one  hand,  if  it  is 
a  Tory  Board,  the  Local  Government 
Board  keeps  its  hands  off;  whereas  if, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  is  a  Board  that 
represents  the  popular  Party,  we  have 
the  Local  Government  Board  down  on 
it  like  a  shot.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man charged  us  also  with  another  incon- 
sistency— namely,  in  demanding  an  ex- 
tension of  local  self-government  in  Ire- 
land, and  in  the  same  breath  objecting 
to  the  present  system  of  local  govern- 
ment in  that  country.  But,  Sir,  we  in- 
dignantly deny  altogether  that  the  sys- 
tem which  now  exists  in  Ireland  is  a 
real  system  of  local  representative  go- 
vernment. On  the  contrary,  it  is  a 
system  of  government  by  Dublin  Oastle. 
Li  the  first  place,  the  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians themselves  are  composed  one-half 
of  ex  officio  members,  and  the  mode  in 
which  the  election  of  the  repref  entative 
Guardians  is  conducted  is  of  such  a 
character  that  it  is  impossible  almost 
anywhere  to  secure  the  return  of  Na- 
tionalist representatives  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  Nationalist  ratepayers. 
A  landlord  can  have  as  many  as  36 
votes,  whereas  the  overwhelming  ma- 
jority of  the  ratepayers  have  only  one 
vote  each.  In  the  next  place,  this 
Local  Government  Board  is  a  nominated 
body  entirely  beyond  the  control  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people.  In  this 
atate  of  things  it  is  simply  preposterous 
to  pretend  for  a  moment  that  we  are 
are  inconsistent  in  expressing  our  de- 
eire  for  the  extension  of  local  govern- 
ment in  Ireland,  and  in  then  finding 
fault  with  an  imitation  of  the  reality  of 
this  sort.  I  trust  we  shall  hear  no  more 
of  these  taunts.  I  wish  now  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
to  the  fact  that  there  are  some  officials 
connected  with  the  Local  Gbvemmeni 
Board  in  Ireland  who  are  engaged  in 


offices  connected  with  very  questionable 
speculations.  I  find,  from  a  letter  I 
have  recently  received,  that  Mr.  B. 
Jephson,  Auditor  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  Dublin,  was  formerly  a 
Director  of  the  National  Discount  Com- 
pany, which  recently  "  came  to  smash.'' 
It  was,  in  fact,  something  very  like  a 
swindle ;  and  it  is  notorious,  in  Dublin, 
that  a  great  many  people  have  been  the 
dupes  of  the  Directors  of  that  Company, 
and  have  had  their  private  fortunes 
utterly  ruined.  I  entertain  not  the  least 
doubt  in  the  world  that  many  people 
were  induced  to  invest  money  in  this 
concern  from  the  fact  that  they  saw 
upon  the  Board  of  Directors  persons 
like  Mr.  Jephson,  a  Government  official. 
I  want  an  assurance  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  Government  officials  in 
Ireland,  in  future,  shall  be  prevented, 
by  express  direction,  from  taking  any 
part  whatever  in  speculations  of  this 
kind,  which,  to  say  the  least,  are  very 
questionable  undertakings,  and  calcu- 
lated, most  of  them,  to  end  in  financial 
disaster.  There  is  another  matter,  not 
connected  with  any  point  which  has 
already  been  touched  upon.  I  wish  to 
direct  attention  to  the  Bules  laid  down 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  with 
regard  to  the  copying  of  the  rate  books 
for  the  purpose  of  the  registration  of 
Parliamentary  voters.  This  is  a  very 
important  matter.  The  present  Eule 
is  that  no  person  except  a  ratepayer 
can  go  into  the  Board  Boom  and  see 
a  copy  of  the  rate  books  of  the  Union. 
That  Bule  works  in  this  way — when 
the  majority  of  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians consists  of  landlords  or  Tories,  any 
Nationalist  Organization  which  is  estab- 
lished for  the  purpose  of  revising  the 
list  of  voters  is  absolutely  prevented 
from,  or  has  great  difficulty  tnrown  in 
its  way  in,  getting  a  copy  of  the  rate 
books.  Anyone  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  registration  of  voters  in  Ire- 
land, will  know  that  no  Begistration 
Society  can  go  to  work  efficiently  with- 
out ha?ing  a  copy  of  the  rate  books 
before  it.  That  is  the  basis  of  its  opera- 
tions. Now,  let  me  mention  a  ease 
illustrative  of  the  state  of  things  of 
which  I  complain.     It  has  been  re- 

f sorted  in  a  Dublin  ]^aper,  within  the 
ast  few  days,  that  in  a  Union  in  a 
Division  of  South  Tyrone,  the  Nation- 
alist Begistration  Society  wanted  to  copy 
the  rate  books  for  the  purpose  of  tlie 
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coming  revision.  The  Clerk  of  the  Union 
and  the  Guardians,  all  of  whom  I  believe 
are  Orangemen — at  any  rate,  all  of  them 
are  Tories — objected  to  let  anyone  look 
at  the  rate  books  except  a  ratepayer. 
Consequently,  a  ratepayer  did  attend 
with  a  clerk  in  order  to  perform  this 
work,  but  the  clerk  was  not  allowed 
to  work,  although  he  was  accompanied 
by  a  ratepayer;  and  at  last  the  ex- 
pedient resorted  to  as  the  only  one  pos- 
sible under  the  circumstances  was  to  get 
a  sufficient  number  of  ratepayers  to  go 
to  the  Board  Koom — I  believe  they 
numbered  seven — and  to  sit  down  there 
and  copy  the  books.  It  is  said  that 
they  were  occupied,  for  several  weeks, 
from  10  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  6 
in  the  evening  in  performing  the  task. 
Now,  a  case  like  this  shows  that  this 
Hule  is  enforced  in  Ireland  for  partizan 
ends;  and  I  have  not  the  slightest 
hesitation  in  saying  that  if  it  is  con- 
tinued to  be  so  enforced,  it  will  lead, 
and  I  think  it  ought  to  lead,  to  retaliation 
in  places  where  the  Nationalists  are  in 
a  majority.  Certainly,  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  does  not  consent  to  alter 
this  Bule,  I  at  least  would  suggest 
that  for  every  instance  in  which  a  Tory 
Board  of  Guardians  throws  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  a  Nationalist  Registration 
Society  copying  the  rate  books,  the 
Nationalists  in  some  other  district  in 
which  they  are  in  a  majority  should 
interpose  similar  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
the  Conservative  Party.  I  believe  that 
the  adoption  of  a  system  of  retaliation  of 
that  kind  would  soon  bring  about  an 
alteration  in  the  Eule.  What  I  would 
suggest,  is  this,  that  wherever  there  is 
a  recognized  Begistration  Society,  what- 
ever be  its  political  complexion,  its 
agents  should  be  allowed  to  copy  the 
rate  books  in  the  same  manner  as  rate- 
payers are  at  present.  This  is  the 
practice  at  present  in  Dublin,  though  in 
the  South  Dublin  Union,  where  the  ma- 
jority is  Tory  and  Orange,  and  where 
the  Clerk  is  a  notorious  partizan  of  the 
Tory  Party,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that,  in  the 
interests  of  the  Conservatives,  the  offi- 
cials have  been  in  the  habit  of  placing 
very  considerable  difficulty  in  the  way 
of  the  inspection  of  the  rate  books,  by 
the  Nationalist  agents.  I  would  repeat 
my  suggestion  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  he  should  so  alter  the  Bule 
about  copying  the  rate  books  as  to  lay 
down  that  the  agent  of  any  reoognised 
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Begistration  Society  shall  be  entitled 
to  copy  the  rate  books  at  all  convenient 
times.  I  do  not  see  that  there  can  be 
the  least  objection  to  that ;  and  I  can 
again  assure  the  right  hon.  GentlemaUi 
and  I  tell  the  Committee,  that  if  this 
alteration  is  not  made,  and  if  the  Boards 
of  Guardians  in  the  North  of  Ireland 
continue  the  tactics  they  have  hitherto 
pursued,  by  the  foul  means  I  have 
referred  to  of  preventing  Nationalist 
agents  from  obtaining  copies  of  the 
rate  books,  the  time  will  soon  come 
when  there  will  be  a  system  of  retalia* 
tion  throughout  the  rest  of  Ireland. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  I 
wish  to  bring  before  the  attentum  of 
the  Committee  the  subject  which  is 
alluded  to  on  page  11  of  the  last  Bepoii 
of  the  Local  Gt)vemment  Board,  some* 
what  briefly,  I  admit,  but  it  is  also 
referred  to  on  page  155 — I  refer  to 
the  collection  of  the  advances  for  seeds 
which  are  collected  under  the  authofi^ 
of  the  Local  Government  Board.  I 
asked  a  Question  upon  the  subject  a 
short  time  ago,  and  perhaps  I  may  be 
allowed  to  recapitulate  bri^y  the  facte 
of  the  case  for  the  information  of  the 
Committee.  A  sum  of  £594,000  was 
advanced  in  the  year  1880,  by  the  Con- 
servative Gt>vernment,  for  the  purchase 
of  potato  seeds.  It  was  one  of  the  best 
things  the  Conservative  Gk>Temment 
ever  did  in  connection  with  Ireland. 
The  money  was  originally  proposed  to 
be  advanced  only  for  the  purchase  of 
potato  seed ;  but  as  the  Bill  went  on  the 
advance  was  extended  also  for  the  pur- 
chase of  other  seeds  as  well  as  potatoes» 
such  as  oats  and  corn  generally.  Li 
Committee  on  the  Bill,  it  was  provided 
that  the  money  should  not  only  be  ad- 
vanced to  tenants,  but  that  it  should 
be  lent  to  anyone  else  provided  that 
good  security  was  given.  Out  of  the 
£594,000  advanced,  Uiere  is  now  only  a 
sum  of  £37,000  outstanding,  and  that  it 
due  from  certain  Unions.  It  is  to  this 
balance  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
right  hon.  Geutleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary. Some  of  the  Unions  found  it 
very  hard  to  make  up  their  share  of  the 
interest  on  the  outstanding  debt,  aad 
there  was  great  dissatisfaction  on  ths 
part  of  the  tenants  and  others  with  ths 
way  in  which  the  money  had  besa 
advanced.  A  good  deal  of  the  money 
had  been  advanced  to  persons  who 
not  tenants,  on  the  qrttem  of  con 


525         Supply —  Civil 


{Septembbb  15,  1886}  Service  Estimates,        526 


that  is  to  say,  that  somebody  lets  out  the 
land,  and  some  other  person  who  is  not 
the  tenant  sows  it  with  seed ;  very  often 
the  manure  is  supplied  by  the  man  who 
lets  out  the  land ;  but  it  is  very  difficult 
to  collect  the  money  which  has  been  paid 
in  the  shape  of  advances  where  the 
advances  has  been  made  to  persons  who 
were  not  the  tenants.  Out  of  the  out- 
standing balance  of  £37,000  there  is 
clearly  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
which  is  not  collectable  by  the  Unions, 
and  they  will  not  be  able  to  pay  the 
whole  of  the  balance.  As  I  have  stated, 
there  is  only  this  small  sum  of  £37,000 
due  out  of  the  original  amount  advanced, 
and  one  reason  why  the  balance  has  not 
been  collected  is  the  action  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  themselves.  When 
the  Bill  was  before  Parliament,  the 
Local  Government  Board  sent  out  a 
Circular  stating  that  seed  would  only  be 
given  for  a  quarter  of  an  acre  of  potatoes. 
Afterwards  they  altered  the  limit  and 
extended  it  to  an  acre,  which  was  a  con- 
siderable change — namely,  4  to  1.  The 
Local  Government  Board,  in  reply  to  a 
letter  from  me,  explained  the  circum- 
stances ;  but  it  is  not  necessary  that  I 
should  enter  into  them  now.  At  any 
rate,  they  refrained  from  issuing  a  second 
Circular  until  the  Act  had  passed  the 
House  of  Commons.  It  was  altogether 
a  mistake  to  issue  the  first  Circular  at 
all,  but  even  a  greater  mistake  to  refuse 
to  issue  a  second  until  the  Act  passed. 
The  consequence  was  that  Boards  of 
Guardians  were  left  in  a  state  of  extreme 
uncertainty  as  to  the  amount  they  might 
advance,  and  nothing  was  done  until 
the  moment  arrived  for  supplying  the 
seed.  The  Clerks  of  the  various  Unions 
then  found  themselves  quite  unequal  to 
the  sudden  opening  of  8,000  or  10,000 
fresh  accounts,  and  I  believe  that  a  great 
many  Unions  in  England  would,  under 
the  circumstances,  have  found  them- 
selves similarly  situated.  Many  of  the 
persons  who  applied  for  advances  were 
illiterate,  and  unable  to  even  write  their 
names.  The  result  was  that  considerable 
confusion  was  introduced  into  some  of 
the  accounts,  and  it  has  been  very 
difficult  indeed  to  recover  some  of  the 
small  debts  which  were  incurred  at  that 
time. 

Tee  CHAIEMAN  :  I  fail  to  see  how 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  connects 
this  subject  with  the  Vote  of  the  Local 
Gorenunent  Board. 


Colonel  NOLAN :  I  was  anxious  to 
spare  the  time  of  the  Committee ;  but  if 
it  is  considered  necessary,  I  will  read 
the  whole  of  the  correspondence  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  on  the  subject. 

The  chairman  :  As  I  understand 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman,  he  is 
about  to  urge  a  claim  for  the  remission 
of  the  balance  of  the  debt.  If  that  is 
the  object  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man, it  is  not  a  question  connected  with 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  cannot 
be  discussed  on  this  Estimate. 

Colonel  NOLAN ;  I  do  not  intend  to 
urge  the  remission  of  the  whole  debt, 
but  only  a  portion  of  it.  I  will,  however, 
studiously  leave  out  that  part  of  the 
matter,  and  put  the  question  in  another 
form  either  to  morrow  or  some  other 
day,  I  wish,  however,  to  add  that  the 
question  is  one  of  very  considerable  im- 
portance, and  that  it  is  referred  to  in  the 
Beport  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 

The  CHAIEMAN :  I  must  ask  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  to  show  how 
he  can  connect  the  matter  with  the  Vote 
now  under  discussion. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  Perhaps  you  will 
allow  me  to  read  some  of  the.  corre- 
spondence under  the  head  of  loans  in 
connection  with  the  seed  supplied  by 
the  Local  Government  Board.  The 
Local  Government  Board  called  atten* 
tion  to  the  collection  of  the  debt  and  the 
necessity  of  watching  how  it  is  collected, 
and  in  their  Eeport  they  go  on  to  say — 

"  The  collection  still  proceeds  on  the  whole 
satisfactoiy.  The  sum  advanced  to  Boards 
of  Guardians  in  1880  was  £698,306;  of  this 
sum  £406,685  were  paid  up  on  the  31st  of 
March,  1885,  leaving  a  balance  of  £101,621 
due  at  that  date.  The  last  instalment  of  the 
debt  will  not  become  due  until  next  year." 

On  page  155  of  the  Eeport  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  there  is  a  letter  from 
the  Lords'  Commissioners  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Treasury  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  in  which  the  Treasury  agrees 
to  reduce  the  balance  of  £101,000  to 
£37,000. 

The  CHAIEMAN :  1  do  not  see  that 
the  extract  which  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  has  read  brings  this  subject 
in  any  connection  with  the  Yote.  It 
is  true  that  the  loan  was  originally 
administered  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Local  Goyemment  Board,  who  are 
still  charged  with  the  collection  of 
the  balance  due;  but  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  is  not  pointing  to  any 
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difficulty  raised  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  nor  is  he  making  any  cri- 
ticism upon  their  action. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  I  will  endeavour, 
Sir,  to  follow  your  rulin^^.  Of  course, 
the  subject  is  one  which  divides  itself 
into  a  good  many  branches.  I  was 
anxious  to  point  out  to  the  Committee 
that  some  of  the  difficulties  connected 
with  the  collection  of  this  debt  are  ex- 
clusively due  to  the  want  of  action  on 
the  part  of  the  Local  Government  Board. 
In  the  first  place,  the  great  difficulty  in 
collecting  the  debt  has  arisen  on  ac- 
count of  legal  circumstances,  and  those 
legal  circumstances  I  think  ought  to  be 
met  by  some  definite  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
who  ought  to  supply  the  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians with  the  best  legal  advice.  One 
difficulty  in  collecting  the  balance  has 
arisen  from  the  decision  of  the  magis- 
trates in  Petty  Sessions.  They  refuse 
to  put  the  law  in  motion,  and,  among 
other  reasons,  they  say  that  the  debt 
has  lapsed  on  account  of  the  length  of 
time  that  has  elapsed  since  the  advances 
were  made.  Now,  in  that  matter,  I 
think  the  magistrates  are  wrong  ;  and  I 
am  of  opinion  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  should  supply  them  "with 
sound  legal  advice  so  as  to  enable  them 
to  get  over  the  difficulty.  At  present, 
when  we  go  to  the  Petty  Sessions,  the  case 
is  remitted  to  the  Court  of  Quarter  Ses- 
sions, and  what  does  the  Chairman  do 
there?  He  says — **It  is  all  very  well 
for  the  Petty  Sessions  to  take  any  action 
it  pleases ;  it  is  only  an  informal  Court, 
and  it  requires  no  formal  proof  of  de- 
livery. We  do  require  formal  proof 
of  delivery."  That  is  a  difficulty  which 
I  maintain  the  Local  Government  Board 
ought  to  show  us  how  to  surmount.  A 
large  number  of  persons  were  supplied 
with  s^ed  potatoes ;  but  there  are  now 
legal  difficulties  in  the  way  of  recovery 
in  which  I  think  the  Guardians  are  en- 
titled to  assistance  from  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board.  It  certainly  will  be 
impossible  for  the  Guardians  to  collect 
the  outstanding  debts  unless  they  get  a 
large  amount  of  assistance  from  the 
Local  Government  Board,  assistance 
which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  they  have  not 
been  able  to  get  up  to  the  present  mo- 
ment. So  long  as  we  are  dealing  with 
bond  fide  people,  and  moderately  well-off 
people,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing the  interest  upon  the  advanoes ;  but 
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I  am  sorry  to  say  that  in  Ireland,  nnless 
accounts  of  this  nature  are  collected  re- 
gularly, there  are  a  certain  number  of 
people  who  will  not  pay.  Another  dif- 
ficulty in  connection  with  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  ought  to  be  pointed  out 
to  the  Chief  Secretary — namely,  that  the 
Local  Government  Board  are  in  the 
habit  of  sending  out  their  Inspectors; 
but  I  do  not  see  that  the  services  of  the 
Inspectors  are  of  any  considerable  valne 
in  any  of  the  Unions.  In  most  Unions 
there  are  five  or  six  Guardians  who 
attend  pretty  regularly  to  the  business ; 
and  in  the  case  of  such  well-manag^ 
Unions  there  is  very  little  to  complain  of . 
The  Inspectors  I  have  known  have  never 
been  the  slightest  hindrance  to  the  Gtuur- 
dians  whom  I  have  been  connected  with. 
I  have  never  known  them  to  be  objec- 
tionable. There  is  new  work  for  the 
Inspectors.  They  might  be  asked  to 
look  into  the  accounts  and  see  what  part 
of  the  debts  are  recoverable  and  what  are 
not.  This  is  a  matter  that  might  well 
be  gone  into ;  and,  if  not  out  of  Order  in 
doing  so,  I  would  ask  that  the  Inspectors 
should  find  out  which  of  the  debts  are 
recoverable  and  which  are  not,  and  that 
they  should  recommend  that  those  which 
are  not  recoverable  should  be  remitted. 
I  think  they  should  report  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  give  full  infor- 
mation on  this  matter.  Then  there  is  a 
point  raised  with  reference  to  the  seed 
rate  that  merits  the  attention  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland.  Chief  Secretaries  get 
so  much  taken  up  with  matters  affectinff 
the  police  and  with  exciting  politicu 
questions,  that  they  are  sometimes  nn- 
able  to  attend  to  the  material  develop- 
ment of  the  country.  Well,  but  it  is  the 
want  of  this  material  development  whidi 
throws  the  country  into  a  state  of  dis- 
turbance, and  which  doubles  the  dntt 
of  Chief  Secretaries  in  connection  with 
police  work.  I  think  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  at  present  ocoopise  tiie 
position  of  Chief  Secretary  would  derote 
a  greater  part  of  his  time  to  these  eoo* 
nomic  questions  and  to  the  material  de- 
velopment of  the  country,  he  would  very 
soon  find  that  there  would  not  be  so 
much  police  work  to  deal  with.  I  wonid 
point  out  the  difficulty  he  gets  into  as 
to  the  seed  rate.  It  is  not  a  large  mm, 
but  it  has  to  be  collected  with  the  poor 
rate,  and  the  collector  cannot  reoaire 
the  poor  rate  unlesshe  recerreafheeeid 
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rate  too.  That,  if  not  an  altogether 
nniyersal  rule,  is,  at  any  rate,  the  rule 
in  the  great  majority  of  Unions.  The 
consequence  is  that  some  of  the  poor 
rates  are  getting  into  arrear  owing  to 
tlie  seed  rate  not  being  collected  in 
certain  instances }  and  it  certainly  seems 
to  me  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
should  direct  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  settle  up  this  question  of  the 
seed  rate.  Some  resolution  will  have  to 
be  arrived  at  upon  it  next  year.  The 
account  cannot  be  kept  hanging  on  for 
ever,  though  it  is  not  of  a  very  consider- 
able amount,  except  in  some  10  or  20 
Unions  of  Ireland.  Unless  the  Govern- 
ment obtain  proper  Eeports  from  the 
Local  Goyernmont  Board  as  to  what 
part  of  the  rates  are  recoverable,  they 
will  not  be  able  to  find  out  a  satisfactory 
remedy ;  but  if  all  the  necessary  infor- 
mation is  obtained  for  them,  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  be  able  to 
discover  a  means  by  which  he  will  find 
it  in  his  power  to  remove  a  large  part  of 
the  standing  debt,  and  not  leave  more 
than  4  per  cent,  probably  not  leave 
more  than  3  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
amount  now  due  as  the  loss  to  be  borne 
by  the  Treasury.  This  is  a  question  of 
gpreat  importance  —  of  particular  im- 
portance to  15  or  20  of  the  Boards  of 
Guardians  in  Ireland.  You  cannot  have 
the  thing  well  managed  unless  you  go 
into  this  matter.  I  certainly  think  if  the 
Chief  Secretary  would  look  into  this  by 
next  year,  he  would  be  able  to  bring 
about  a  settlement  of  the  business,  and 
enable  a  good  many  Unions  to  get  their 
accounts  into  proper  order. 

Mr.  MAOAETNEY  (Antrim,  S.)  : 
The  hon.  Member  for  North  Dublin 
(Mr.  Clancy),  in  the  observations  he 
made  as  to  the  administration  in  Ire- 
land, reviewed  the  conduct  of  several 
gentlemen  in  connection  with  the  Poor 
Law  Guardians.  He  brought  forward 
a  specific  charge  against  the  Clerk  of 
a  Poor  Law  Union  in  the  county  I  re- 
side in  in  reference  to  the  revision  of 
the  list  of  voters.  Well,  I  myself  am 
very  deeply  interested  in  the  list  and 
the  revision  to  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man alluded.  The  hon.  Member  com- 
plained that  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
Board  of  Guardians  were  mainly  Tories, 
and  also  principally  of  that  most  objec- 
tionable class  of  Tories— namely,  Orange- 
men ;  and  owing  to  the  fact  that  Uie 
(Serk  of  the  Union  was  a  partisan,  and 


devoted  to  the  political  interests  of  the 
Party  opposed  to  that  to  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  belongs,  I  say  he  complained 
that  justice  was  denied  to  the  agents  of 
the  Nationalist  Party  in  connection  with 
the  inspection  of  the  rate  books.  Now, 
I  was  very  much  interested  in  the  revi- 
sion of  the  lists,  and  though  I  was  inte- 
rested on  behalf  of  the  Tory  Party,  and 
although  I  could  command  the  influence 
of  the  Orange  Party,  I  also  was  refused 
the  facilities  which  were  refused  to  the 
Nationalist  agents.  [Mr.  Clancy: 
What  year  was  that  in  ?J  I  am  talking 
of  the  present  year.  The  hon.  Member 
impugned  the  conduct  of  the  Clerk  of 
this  Union,  accusing  him  of  partiality. 
Now,  I  am  not  prepared,  at  the  present 
moment,  to  say  whether  or  not  the  Clerk 
of  the  Union  in  question  has  in  any  way 
departed  this  year  from  the  conduct  he 
laid  down  last  year ;  but  I  would  like  to 
remind  the  hon.  Member  that  there  is  a 
perfectly  simple  way  by  which  he  could 
obtain  the  information  he  wants  without 
applying  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Union  for 
the  information  afforded  by  the  rate 
book,  which  book  the  hon.  Member  says 
it  is  so  necessary  for  the  agents  of  his 
Party  to  inspect.  On  application  to  the 
Eegistrar  General's  Office  in  Dublin  he 
coidd  have  obtained,  as  I  obtained  last 
year,  a  complete  copy  of  the  rate  book 
with  the  latest  alterations.  It  only  re- 
quires the  expenditure  of  a  small  sum 
of  money,  and  I  am  not  led  to  believe 
that  there  was  any  lack  of  funds  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Party  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  associated  with  in  connection  with 
the  revision  in  South  Tyrone  last  year. 
I  am  disposed,  myself,  to  agree  with 
what  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  said  as  to 
further  facilities  being  g^ven  for  the  in- 
spection of  the  rate  book  to  properly 
constituted  agents  representing  the  dif- 
ferent Parties  in  Ireland.  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  disagree  with  him  in  that  mat-^ 
ter,  and  I  think  that  in  all  probability 
neither  the  administration  of  the  Poor 
Law  nor  the  Public  Service  would  be  in 
any  way  hindered  by  the  Clerks  of  the 
Unions  being  permitted,  as  they  are  not 
at  present,  to  allow  the  rate  books  of 
the  Union  to  be  investigated  by  properly 
authorized  agents  belonging  to  both 
Parties.  I  do  not  dispute  with  the  hon. 
Member  on  that  pomt ;  but  I  would 
point  out  that  neither  he  nor  his  fnends 
in  any  jpart  of  Ireland  are  precluded  by 
the  action  of  the  Clerks  to  uie  Poor  Law 
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Unions,  whether  that  action  is  partial  or 
impartial,  from  obtaining  elsewhere  the 
information  they  desire  to  obtain  from 
the  rate  books.  [Mr.  Clancy  :  I  gave 
a  specific  instance.]  I  maintain  that 
the  hon.  Member  can  obtain  identically 
the  same  information  from  an  Office  in 
Dublin  by  the  expenditure  of  no  great 
amount  of  money,  or  no  more  than  would 
certainly  have  to  be  expended  in  securing 
the  information  if  it  were  to  be  obtained 
through  the  Clerks  of  the  Unions  from 
the  rate  books.  During  the  discussion 
which  has  taken  plac^  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  have  impugned  the  action  of 
the  Chairmen  of  the  Boards  of  G-uardians 
in  Ireland,  and,  generally  speaking,  the 
action  of  all  the  Boards  of  Quardians, 
the  majority  of  the  members  of  which 
hold  views  which  are  not  in  accordance 
with  those  of  hon.  Gentlemen  below  the 
Gangway  opposite.  They  have  treated 
the  subject  as  though  the  ex  officio  Guar- 
dians were  in  no  way  interested  in  the 
well-being  of  the  Union. 

The  CHAIEMAN:  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman is  not  entitled  to  go  fully  into 
the  question  of  the  conduct  of  Boards  of 
Guardians.  He  is  only  entitled  to  dis- 
cuss these  matters  so  far  as  they  are 
connected  with  the  action  of  the  Irish 
Local  Government  Board. 

Mb.  MACAETNEY  :  I  regret  that  I 
hare  overstepped  the  limits  of  the  de- 
bate. I  wish  to  allude  to  an  interrup- 
tion which  took  place  while  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  was  speaking  with  regard  to  the 
conduct  of  Boards  of  Guardians.  An 
hon.  Member  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House  pointed  out  that  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  of  Ireland  was  pre- 
cluded from  influencing,  or  was  not  able 
to  influence,  the  conduct  of  Chairmen  of 
Boards  of  Guardians,  and  that  the  rate- 
payers were  not  able  to  influence  them, 
because  these  gentlemen  were,  as  a  rule, 
elected  by  voters  who  had  no  interest  in 
the  Poor  Law.  Now,  I  wish  to  point 
out  that  the  ex  officio  Guardians  of  Ire- 
land have  as  large  an  interest  as  any 
other  portion  of  the  electorate  in  the 
conduct  of  the  Boards.  It  is  impossible 
to  suppose  that  a  Chairman  who  has  the 
confidence  of  a  Board  would  be  per- 
mitted to  continue  in  his  office  unless  he 
retained  that  confidence  with  resard  to 
all  his  action  during  the  year.  The  ex 
officio  Guardians,  to  whom  hon.  Gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  of  the  House  ob- 

Ifr.  Macartney 


ject  so  much,  contribute  by  far  the 
greater  proportion  of  the  poor  rate  in 
Ireland. 

Mb.  HANDEL  COSSHAM  (Bristol, 
E.) :  I  have  listened  to  the  debate  which 
has  been  going  on  now  for  some  time, 
and  especially  to  the  opening  remarks 
which  were  made  in  reference  to  the 
general  administration  of  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board.  The  objectionable 
features  pointed  out  in  that  administra- 
tion are  not  solely  to  be  found  in  the 
Department  as  it  affects  Ireland,  but 
they  apply  also  to  the  case  of  England. 
The  same  blots  which  exist  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Local  GK>vemment 
Board,  and  which  have  been  pointed 
out  to  the  Committee,  exist  also  in  re- 
ference to  England.  I  think  the  subject 
would,  perhaps,  come  up  better  on  the 
Local  Government  Question  generally^ 
whenever  that  comes  on. 

The  CHAIEMAN:  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman is  not  entitled  to  go  into  that 
subject  now. 

Mb.  HANDEL  COSSHAM :  I  was 
going  to  deal  with  the  fact  inddentallj 
and  say  that  when  the  question  oomes 
up  there  are  two  points  which  have  been 
brought  under  discussion  this  morning 
which  I  think  will  have  to  be  dealt  with. 
First  of  all 

The  CHAIEMAN :  I  have  told  the 
hon.  Member  that  these  remarks  are 
irregular. 

Mb.  HANDEL  COSSHAM  :  Then  I 
will  not  go  on  with  them  ;  but  I  would 
say  that  the  questions  of  ex  officio  Guar- 
dians and  the  cumulative  vote  are  mat- 
toro 

Colonel  KING-HABMAN  (Kent, 
Isle  of  Thanet)  :  I  rise  to  Order.  I 
wish  to  know  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  hat 
any  right  to  go  into  this  question  of  the 
election  of  Boards  of  Guardians  after 
your  ruling,  Mr.  Courtney  ? 

The  CHAIEMAN :  I  have  afareadj 
told  the  hon.  Member  that  he  is  not  in 
Order. 

Mb.  HANDEL  COSSHAM:  I  thought 
the  Committee  did  deal  with  that  sub* 
ject  this  morning ;  but  I  will  not  qoee- 
tion  your  ruling,  Sir.  I  wish  to  see 
some  change  made  in  the  mode  1^ 
which  Guardians  are  appointed. 

The  CHAIEMAN :  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman is  quite  irregular. 

Mb.  HANDEL  COSSHAM:  AU  I 
wanted  to  say  was  this,  that  the  ohoieeoC 
Guardians  in  IreUnd  should  rest  irfA 
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tlie  Irish  people — the  Quardians  should 
have  the  confidence  of  the  people.  That 
result  would  be  obtained  Dj  doing 
away  with  the  cumulative  vote  and 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  I  must  take  notice 
of  the  hon.  Member's  continued  irrele- 
vance, and  ask  him  to  discontinue  his 
BDeech* 

Mb.  p.  J.  POWER  (Waterford,  E.) : 
Some  of  the  points  which  have  been 
raised  in  the  course  of  this  debate  may 
appear  to  some  hon.  Members  to  be 
trifling,  and  of  very  little  value ;  but  I 
can  assure  them  that  to  us  and  to  the 
Poor  Law  Quardians  of  Ireland,  and 
also  to  the  ratepayers,  a  great  deal  de- 
pends upon  the  careful  consideration  of 
some  of  the  points  which  have  been 
raised.  That  point  of  the  appointment 
of  Inspectors  under  the  Explosives  Act 
is  one  to  which  I  should  wish  to  call  the 
serious  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland. 
At  present[the  systemlprevailing  is  this — 
the  Justices  assemble  at  Petty  Sessions 
and  appoint  these  Inspectors.  In  these 
appointments  the  ratepayers  of  the 
Petty  Sessional  Districts  have  no  voice 
whatever.  These  gentlemen  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  Justices,  and,  in  due 
course,  are  presented,  and  the  Guar- 
dians^ have  no  option  but  to  accept 
them.  The  cheque  for  their  salaries  is 
presented  to  the  treasurer  and  cashed  as 
a  matter  of  course.  Now,  we  maintain 
that  the  duties  under  the  Explosives 
Act  could  be  far  more  efficiently  per- 
formed  

The  CHAIEMAN  :  I  do  not  perceive 
the  connection  between  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's observations  and  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  of  Ireland.  I  know  the 
subject  was  gone  into  at  some  length 
by  previous  speakers ;  but  I  could  not 
then  see  any  connection  between  it  and 
the  Local  Ghovernment  Board. 

Mb.  P.  J.  POWER:  I  bow  to  your 
ruling,  Sir ;  but  I  certainly  did  imagine 
that  the  subject  came  under  this  Vote. 
However,  I  will  not  persist  in  these  ob- 
servations, because  I  believe  that  in 
consequence  of  what  fell  from  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Mayo  (Mr.  Deasy)  the 
matter  will  receive  the  attention  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland.  There  is  another 
matter  connected  with  the  Poor  Law 
Board,  which  I  think  the  right  hon. 
G^tleman  would  do  well  to  turn  his 
aerious    attention  to,  and  that  ia  the 


classification  of  paupers  in  particular 
Unions.  We  are  aware  that,  according 
to  law,  the  children  should  be  separated 
from  the  ordinary  inmates.  That  is  a 
rule  with  which  most  hon.  Gentlemen 
will  agree,  as  it  is  one  founded  upon 
justice  and  humanity ;  but,  unfortu- 
nately, in  many  of  the  Unions  that  regu- 
lation is  not  carried  into  efifect,  and  you 
have  in  them  poor  children  brought  into 
contact  with  very  questionable  cha- 
racters. It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  ex- 
plain to  the  Committee  the  injurious 
e£Eect  mixing  with  the  adult  pauper  in- 
mates has  on  these  children,  and  I  hope 
sincerely  that  this  matter  will  engage 
the  serious  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  I  am  not  allowed,  I  believe, 
by  your  ruling,  Sir,  to  refer  to  the  con- 
dition of  pauper  lunatics ;  but  anyone 
who  has  any  knowledge  of  the  Unions  in 
Ireland,  will  know  that  that  is  a  most 
serious  question  also  with  regard  to  the 
Irish  Poor  Law.  The  question  of  the 
Auditors  is  another  matter  which  cer- 
tainly deserves  the  attention  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  of  the 
Committee.  At  present,  the  Poor  Law 
Guardians,  and  particularly  the  Chairmen 
of  the  Guardians,  are  subject  to  the  whims 
of  the  Auditors  for  the  time  being,  who 
may  be  sent  round.  We  have  little  or 
no  voice  in  appealing  against  their  de- 
cisions, and  we  are  altogether  in  their 
hands.  It  is  a  notorious  fact,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  that  the  Local  Government 
Board  is  a  Board  that  does  not  possess 
the  confidence  of  the  Irish  people,  and 
I  think  I  may  say  that  the  Auditors 
that  they  send  round  to  the  different 
Unions  are  equally  without  the  con- 
fidence of  the  Irish  people.  The  Audi- 
tors are  appointed  by  a  iBoard  which  we 
look  upon  as  a  partizan  Board,  therefore 
the  Auditors  themselves  are  considered 
parti zans.  I  wish  to  just  mention  a 
case  which  came  under  my  own  imme- 
diate attention  with  regard  to  these 
Auditors.  I  have  had  the  misfortune  to 
be  surcharged  in  a  couple  of  instances 
on'  the  Board  of  the  Union  in  which  I  re- 
side, and,  perhaps,  this  statement  may 
affect  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  de- 
cision in  the  matter.  My  predecessor 
in  the  Chairmanship  of  the  Waterford 
Board  of  Guardians  was  a  staunch 
Conservative.  Well,  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  signing  cheques  for  certain 
payments,  and  one  of  tne  cheques  it  was 
OQstomaiy  tax  him  to  sign  was  for  the 
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payment  of  £50  for  school  teachers 
attached  to  the  Union.  "Whilst  this 
gentleman — for  whom,  by  the  way,  I 
have  a  great  respect — was  Chairman  of 
the  Union,  the  validity  of  these  pay- 
ments was  never  called  in  question.  I 
was  appointed  as  Chairman  in  1882, 
and  when  these  cheques  came  up  for 
payment  I  signed  them  as  a  matter  of 
course.  Well,  the  next  occasion  on 
which  the  Auditor  came  round,  I  was 
surcharged  £50.  I  thought  it  a  very 
extraordinary  thing  that,  seeing  that 
these  cheques  were  signed  by  my  pre- 
decessor without  objection,  I  should 
not  be  allowed  to  do  as  he  had  done. 
My  predecessor  was  of  the  same  opinion, 
in  fact,  that  gentleman  came  down  to  a 
Board  meeting  and  moved  a  resolution 
asking  the  Auditor  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  reconsider  his  decision, 
and  another  gentleman  of  high  standing 
in  the  district  seconded  the  pro- 
position. The  matter  went  before 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and 
in  due  course  this  surcharge  was  re- 
scinded. We  maintain  that  such  a 
state  of  things  should  not  exist,  and 
that  it  should  not  be  in  the  power  of  an 
Auditor  to  act  in  such  an  arbitrary 
manner.  Had  it  not  been  that  this 
gentleman,  my  predecessor,  from  a 
sense  of  duty  came  in  and  protested 
against  this  surcharge,  I  should  have 
had  the  misfortune  of  being  obliged  to 
pay  the  amount  in  question.  Now,  Sir, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  a  great  deal  of 
friction  does  exist  between  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  the  Poor  Law 
Boards  and  the  Local  Government 
Boards.  I  think  that  everyone  who  takes 
an  interest  in  the  well-being  of  the  Unions 
in  Ireland,  and  in  the  well-being  of  the 
unfortunate  inmates  of  the  workhouses, 
would  like  to  see  that  friction  lessened, 
and  a  better  feeling — a  feeling  of  cordi- 
ality—existing between  the  elected  re- 
presentatives of  the  ratepayers  and  the 
Local  Government  Board.  We  main- 
tain that  the  Government  have  a  g^eat 
deal  of  power  in  this  matter,  and  that 
it  would  be  possible  for  them  to  bring 
the    Local    Government    Board     into 

freater  harmony  with  Boards  of  Guar- 
ians  in  Lreland  than  at  present  exists. 
I  no  not  wish  unnecessarily  to  rake  up 
bygones ;  but  as  an  instance  of  the  un- 
fortunate feeling  that  does  exist  be- 
tween the  Poor  Law  Board  and  the 
popular  representatives,  I  would  ask  the 

Mr.  P.  J.  Pincer 


right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  to  go  back  a  few  years 
and  look  into  the  conduct  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  connection  with 
some  of  their  officers.  We  know  that 
if  the  officers  of  the  Local  GK)vemment 
Board  and  of  the  Poor  Law  Guardians 
stand  well  with  the  Conservative  Parly, 
they  are  not  much  interfered  with ;  but 
if,  unfortunately,  the  doctors  or  other 
officers  do  not  stand  well  with  the 
Conservative  Party,  they  have  mnch  to 
contend  against,  and  their  position  is 
anything  but  a  comfortable  one.  The 
instance  to  which  I  refer  was  the  treat- 
ment which  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  one  of  the  Divisions  of  Cork  received 
some  time  since  at  the  hands  of  the 
Local  Government  Board.  I  will  not 
dwell  at  length  upon  the  conduct  adopted 
towards  him ;  but  I  would  say  that 
merely  because  he  hap^ned  to  be  a 
Nationalist  in  his  political  views,  by 
most  unwarrantable  action  on  the  part 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  he  was 
deprived  of  his  place  under  a  sealed 
order  of  that  Board. 

The  chairman  :  I  must  point  ont 
to  the  hon.  Member  that  the  narratioii 
of  this  incident  is  irrelevant  and  ont  of 
Order. 

Mr.  p.  J.  POWER :  I  will  not  jwo- 
ceed  with  that.  I  would  ask  the  nght 
hon.  Gentleman  to  endeavour  to  bring 
this  Board,  which  is  one  of  those  alien 
Boards  to  which  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  West  Birmingham  (Mr.  Chambsr- 
lain)  has  so  graphically  referred  in  some 
of  his  correspondence,  into  gpreater  har- 
monv  with  the  people.  If  he  does,  we 
shall  find  that  the  position  of  the  Poor 
Law  Guardians  in  regard  to  this  Board 
will  be  improved,  and  we  shall  find  that 
the  position  of  the  paupers  of  Irelaiid 
will  also  be  improved,  and  that  a  better 
state  of  feeling  will  exist  all  round.  In 
concluding,  I  would  seriously  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  attention  to  the 
points  raised  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Mayo  (Mr.  Deasy),  and  also  to  tiie 
most  important  state  of  thinffs  that  exists 
in  Ireland  with  regard  to  the  dasstfloa- 
tion  of  the  inmates  in  the  Unions ;  and 
I  would  also  ask  him  serionsW'  to  give 
his  attention  to  that  matter  of  the  in* 
spectors  under  the  Explosives  Aet.  It 
may  not  appear  to  be  a  very  great  quss* 
tion  to  the  riffht  hon.  (Gentleman ;  b«t 
I  can  assure  nim  tiiat  evez^time  flis 
oheqnes  for  the  payment  of 
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under  this  Act  are  brought  np,  they 
g^ye  rise  to  a  lengthened  discussion.  If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  take  the 
trouble  to  appoint  officers  of  the  Crown 
to  perform  the  duties,  all  controversy 
will  cease,  and  a  better  state  of  things 
will  be  broug^ht  about. 

Mr.  PINKERTON  (Galway):  I  must 
confess  that,  to  a  great  extent,  I  am 
bound  to  agree  with  the  sentiments  ex- 
pressed by  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  I 
think  it  is  a  pity  that  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians in  every  part  of  Ireland  should  be 
turned  into  political  arenas.  I  think 
that  in  every  part  of  the  country  these 
Boards  should  be  strictly  confined  to 
their  legitimate  functions;  and  I  am 
compelled  to  bear  this  testimony  to 
the  work  of  Chairmen  of  Boards  of 
Guardians  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  that 
they  act  very  impartially  and  fairly.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Coleraine  Board  of  Guardians,  which  is 
presided  over  by  Sir  Hervey  Bruce,  a 
gentleman  who,  although  he  holds 
strong  political  opinions,  has — and  I 
myself  can  bear  testimony  to  the  fact 
— always  borne  the  balance  fairly  be- 
tween the  two  Parties  on  the  Board. 
I  cannot  say  the  same  with  regard  to 
the  other  ex  officio  Guardians.  I  know 
several  cases  in  which  questions  have 
been  decided  by  the  majority  of  the 
elected  Guardians,  and,  subsequently,  an 
ex  officio  member  of  the  Board,  who  is 
probably  well  known  to  many  Members 
of  this  House — I  allude  to  Dr.  Traill — 
has  brought  up  other  ex  officio  members, 
some  of  them  on  crutches,  some  of  them 
from  their  sick  beds,  and  when  by  these 
tactics  he  succeeded  in  defeating  the 
elected  Guardians — by  a  majority  of 
one— a  mandate  was  received  from  the 
Local  Gt)vemment  Board  forbidding 
the  re-opening  of  the  question.  The 
occasion  which  I  have  especially  in  my 
mind  was  the  question  of  the  super- 
annuation of  a  medical  officer.  This 
medical  officer,  previous  to  his  resigna- 
tion, had  accepted  another  appointment. 
I  should  say  that  some  time  previous  to 
this  a  contest  had  taken  place  for  the 
appointment  of  medical  officer,  the  two 
candidates  being  one  a  Liberal  and  the 
other  a  Conservative.  In  the  first  place,  the 
Liberal  was  elected.  This  was  rather  a 
disappointment  to  the  friends  of  the 
Conservative  doctor,  and,  in  order  that 
he  might  not  retire  from  the  neighbour- 
hood, the  dispensary  doctor  retired  in 


order  to  create  a  vacancy  for  the  dis- 
appointed candidate.  The  elected  Guar- 
dians thought  it  unfair  that  this  gen- 
tleman, who  resigned  in  this  oblig^'ng 
fashion,  who  had  a  large  practice,  who  had 
also  accepted  another  office,  and  who  was 
in  the  prime  of  life,  should  be  provided 
with  a  retiring  allowance  at  the  expense 
of  the  ratepayers.  I  agreed  with  that 
view,  and  on  two  occasions  brought  for- 
ward a  resolution  against  the  granting 
of  this  retiring  allowance.  We  succeeded 
on  these  occasions  in  defeating  Dr.  Traill 
and  the  ex  officio  members  of  the  Board ; 
but,  as  I  said  before,  ex  officio  members 
were  brought  from  their  sick  beds,  the 
question  came  up  a  third  time  for  de- 
cision, and  the  two  previous  resolutions 
of  the  Board  were  reversed.  The  Local 
Government  Board,  in  a  very  unfair 
manner,  as  soon  as  their  friends  won  one 
single  fight  out  of  three,  permitted  no 
further  action  in  the  matter.  With  re- 
gard to  Poor  Law  Inspectors,  I  quite 
agree  with  the  remarks  which  have  been 
submitted  to  the  Committee.  I  think 
that,  in  connection  with  the  majority  of 
well-regulated  Boards  of  Guardians, 
there  is  no  necessity  for  Inspectors; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I  must  say  that 
the  Poor  Law  Board  Inspectors  have 
acted,  as  a  whole,  very  fairly,  when  I 
consider  the  tremendous  amount  of  out- 
side pressure  brought  to  bear  upon 
them.  The  pressure  is  all  from  the  one 
side.  It  is  not  an  unusual  thing  for  the 
Inspector  to  take  a  week's  shooting 
with  the  Chairman  of  the  Board.  It  is 
not  an  unusual  thing  for  an  Inspector  to 
be  the  favoured  guest  of  a  Chairman. 
The  elected  members,  of  course,  are  not 
able  to  exercise  these  courtesies ;  there- 
fore, whenever  the  two  interests  clash, 
the  decision  of  the  Inspector  is  almost 
always  unfriendly  to  the  elected  Guar- 
dians, and  in  favour  of  the  ex  officio 
Guardians.  As  to  the  statement  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  South 
Antrim  (Mr.  Macartney)  that  the  greater 
portion  of  the  rates  is  paid  by  the  ex 
officio  Guardians,  I  totally  deny  it.  The 
annual  value  of  the  property  of  one  of 
the  ex  officio  Guardians  on  the  Coleraine 
Board  did  not  exceed  £20,  whereas  there 
are  elected  members  on  the  Board  hold- 
ing property  of  £200  valuation.  As  the 
law  stands,  if  a  man  happens  to  be  a 
magistrate  within  the  radius  of  the 
Union,  if  the  number  of  ex  officio  Guar- 
dians do  not  exceed  the  elected  Guar- 
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dians,  he  would,  of  necessitj,  have  the 
right  to  sit  on  the  Board.  Within  the 
past  12  months  a  material  change  has 
taken  place  with  regard  to  that.  More 
attention  has  been  paid  to  the  interests 
of  the  people,  and  an  influx  of  new  and, 
I  hope,  more  impartial  magistrates  has 
been  added  to  the  Magistracy.  The 
ofiBioial  element  on  the  different  Boards 
is  now  not 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  subject  the 
hon.  Member  is  now  discussing  I  have 
already  several  times  ruled  to  be  wide 
of  the  question. 

Mb.  PINKEETON:  I  was  trying, 
Sir,  to  discuss  the  action  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  reference  to  the 
ex  officio  Guardians.  I  thought  it  was 
necessary  to  my  argument  to  show  how 
the  ex  officio  element  was  constituted ; 
but  I  certainly  bow  to  your  ruling. 
Though  I  agree  with  many  of  the  re- 
marks which  have  fallen  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  I  am  compelled  to  say  that  the 
Local  Government  Board  of  Ireland 
does  not  command  the  confidence  of  the 
people.  It  is  not  right  that  the  action 
of  the  elected  members  should  be  set 
aside  by  an  irresponsible  Board  in  Dub- 
lin, who  have  no  knowledge  of  local  cir- 
cumstances. 

Mb.  HARRIS  (Galway,  E.):  I  re- 
marked earlier  in  the  debate  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  had  dwelt  on  a  point  of 
some  importance.  On  this  side  of  the 
Committee  we  were  condemning  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  I  would 
draw  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  the  fact  that  iinder  the 
Local  Government  Board,  or  any  other 
form  of  government,  the  Local  Bodies 
require  to  be  suited  to  the  condition  of 
the  majority  of  the  people.  I  am  rery 
much  in  favour  of  local  government,  and 
would  not  like  local  government  or  local 
sentiment  to  be  brought  ioto  collision 
with  the  national  sentiment.  My  object 
in  rising  was  to  draw  attention  to  some 
facts  connected  with  the  action  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  the  town  of 
Ballinasloe,  where  I  reside,  and  they 
have  reference  not  to  Poor  Law  Boards, 
but  to  the  Town  Commissioners.  The 
Town  Commissioners  are  an  elected  body 
pure  and  simple.  None  of  the  objections 
that  are  brought  against  the  Poor  Law 
Boards  can  be  brought  against  the  Town 
Commissioners.     There  is  an  item  for 
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Law  Expenses  in  this  Vote.  Well,  on 
legal  questions  individual  members  of 
the  Town  Commissioners  are  very  often 
at  sea;  and  when  they  make  inquiries 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  or  when 
the  Clerks  to  the  Town  Commissioners 
make  these  inquiries  for  them,  the  an- 
swers they  receive  are  very  often  very 
unsatisfactory.  I  myself,  though  elected 
at  the  head  of  a  list  of  strong  opponents 
as  Town  Commissioner  in  Ballinasloe, 
owing  to  the  fact  of  my  having  removed 
from  one  house  to  another,  found  that  a 
legal  difficulty  had  arisen,  and  was  in- 
formed by  the  Clerk  to  the  Board — who 
was  a  strong  Conservative  in  his  ten- 
dencies— that  I  could  not  sit  upon  the 
Board  without  subjecting  myself  to  a 
fine  of  £50.  I  asked  him  to  communi- 
cate with  the  Local  Government  Board 
on  the  point.  He  did  communicate 
with  them;  but  they  returned  an  un- 
satisfactory answer.  They  left  the  mat- 
ter precisely  where  they  had  found  it. 
There  is  an  item  down  here  for  Inspec- 
tors. I  should  like  to  know  what  these 
Inspectors  do  ?  We  have  in  our  town  a 
gas-house  where  gas  is  manufactured. 
It  is  carried  on  by  the  Local  Authority ; 
and  I  dare  say  it  will  surprise  the  Com- 
mittee to  hear,  and  I  dare  say,  also,  it 
will  surprise  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  to  learn, 
that  though  Ballinasloe,  as  represented 
by  its  Commissioners,  has  expended  a 
large  amount  of  money  on  its  eas-house, 
it  has  no  lease  whaterer  of  the  works, 
the  Commissioners  being  merely  tenants 
at  will,  and,  being  so  placed,  that  it  is 
possible  for  them  to  be  desjred  out  to- 
morrow. 

The  chairman  :  I  do  not  see  any 
connection  between  the  Local  Gbvern- 
ment  Board  of  Ireland  and  the  subject 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  is  now  re- 
ferring. 

Mb.  HARRIS :  Then  I  shall  go  to 
another  point,  Sir,  as  I  do  not  wish  to 
enter  into  a  controversy  with  the  Chair. 
After  all,  it  is  on  general  points  that  we 
wish  to  have  reforms  introduced.  I  pat 
a  Question  in  this  House  not  long  affo 
with  regard  to  Colonel  O'Hara,  who  is 
Auditor  for  our  district.  In  auditing 
the  accounts  he  passed  over  an  item 
which,  in  my  opinion,  he  should  not 
have  passed  over—  an  item  allowing  the 
police  of  Ballinasloe  to  have  gas  with- 
out payment.  I  put  a  Question  in  this 
House  with  regard  to  it  to  the  late  Chief 
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Secretarj  for  Ireland  (Mr.  John  Morley), 
and  the  answer  I  received  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  that  it  was 
optional  for  any  taxpayer  in  the  town 
to  question  this  particular  item.  But  it 
must  be  remembered  that  it  is  a  very 
serious  thing  for  a  person  living  in  a 
country  town  in  Ireland  to  put  himself 
in  any  way  in  opposition  to  the  police 
force,  and  I  maintain  that  it  should  be 
the  duty  of  the  Auditor  to  look  at  such 
an  item  as  that^  and  that  it  should  be 
the  duty  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
with  their  lawyers,  and  Inspectors,  and 
auditors,  and  their  whole  machinery,  to 
put  these  things  to  rights,  and  not  be 
leaving  it  to  individuals  to  do  work 
which  public  bodies  ought  to  under- 
take. Unquestionably,  it  should  be  the 
duty  of  public  bodies  to  settle  the  rights 
of  the  public  and  the  rights  of  public 
officials,  and  any  difficulties  which  may 
arise  between  one  public  body  and  an- 
other. Now,  Sir,  I  am  very  strong  upon 
this  point,  because  it  is  felt  to  be  a  very 
great  grievance  in  the  town  of  Balli- 
nasloe.  We  have  the  gas-house  and  every- 
thing connected  with  it  on  land  of  which 
we  do  not  hold  the  lease,  and  then  we 
have  this  system  of  giving  free  gas  to  the 
best  paid  body  of  men  connected  with 
the  Public  Service  in  Ireland — namely, 
the  police.  It  is  a  great  injustice  that 
this  unnecessary  extravagance  should 
exist  in  a  town  in  which  there  are  so 
many  people  in  distress,  and  where  there 
is  such  little  employment  to  offer  by  way 
of  relief.  With  regard  to  the  Inspec- 
tors, I  want  to  know  if  it  comes  within 
their  duty  to  see  that  the  law  is  carried 
out  in  regard  to  obtaining  information 
with  reference  to  the  back-yards  in  the 
poorer  districts  of  the  town  ?  I  contend 
that  the  whole  Local  Government  Board 
system  of  inspection  as  established  in 
connection  with  Dublin  Castle  is  a  waste 
of  public  money.  It  is  a  machine  es- 
tablished for  the  sake  of  giving  ap- 
pointments, and  not  in  the  interests  of 
the  Irish  public,  and  this  I  shall  be  able 
to  show  the  Committee.  In  the  town  of 
Ballinasloe  there  are  1,000  houses  with- 
out back-yards. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  It  is  quite  outside 
the  Vote  before  the  Committee  to  discuss 
such  a  matter  as  that.  It  has  nothing 
in  the  world  to  do  with  the  Local  Go- 
Temment  Board. 

Mb.  HAHEIS  :  I  would  say  it  would, 
at  all  events,  be  the  duty  of  the  Gorem- 


ment  to  nre  what  information  they  can 
within  the  limits  of  the  Yote  to  the 
points  I  have  alluded  to.  I  could  quote 
facts  and  give  names ;  but  I  do  not  care 
to  do  so,  as  I  do  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  desirous  of  bringing  contumely 
or  injury  upon  any  man.  I  assume, 
from  what  you  say.  Sir,  that  it  would 
be  out  of  the  range  of  this  discussion  for 
me  to  allude  to  local  taxation.  With  re- 
gard to  the  potato  rate,  I  wish  to  say 
that  the  people  in  many  parts  must  have 
some  further  supply  of  seed  to  enable 
them  to  tide  over  their  difficulties.  I 
think  that  point  is  worthy  of  the  atten- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  I 
should  very  much  like  him  to  give  the 
Committee  some  information  on  the 
point,  and,  at  the  same  time,  say  whe- 
ther there  are  any  remedies  for  the 
state  of  things  I  have  mentioned.  I 
must  say  that  I  believe  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  powers  on  these  matters 
are  very  limited.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman holds  as  anomalous  a  position  as 
it  is  possible  for  anyone  to  hold.  He  is 
responsible  for  all  the  acts  of  a  Depart- 
ment over  which  he  virtually  has  very 
little  control.  One  of  the  highest  quali- 
fications for  all  officials  connected  with 
the  Castle  is  ability  to  divert  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Chief  Secretary  from  a  point. 
They  know  that  he  is  only  there  pro 
te/rif  and  they  exercise  themselres  in 
trying  to  humour  and  mislead  him  for 
the  time  being.  They  know  very  well 
that  the  power  in  the  various  Depart- 
ments when  he  has  gone  away  will 
cease  to  be  in  his  hands,  and  that  it  is 
out  of  his  power,  as  I  might  say,  to 
bring  forward  any  thorough  radical 
remedy  for  the  various  grievances  that 
the  country  suffers  through  the  action  of 
the  officials  of  Dublin  Castle. 

Mb.  J.  F.  X.  O'BRIEN  (Mayo,  8.) : 
The  case  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Galway  (Colonel  Nolan)  has  made 
out  on  behalf  of  those  districts  which 
are  still  indebted  under  the  seed  rate,  is, 
I  think,  worthy  of  consideration. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  I  told  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  that  he  was  not 
at  liberty  to  enter  into  the  question  of 
relieving  the  Unions  from  their  in- 
debtedness. That  question  is  outside 
the  Vote. 

Mb.  J.  F.  X.  O'BRIEN :  I  thought, 
Mr.  Courtney,  that  inasmuch  as  the 
matter  has  been  mentioned,  I  might  be 
allowed  to  refer  to  it. 
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OoLOOTL  NOLAN  (Ghalway,  N.) :  Ee- 
fer  to  the  question  of  the  Local  (rovem- 
ment  Board. 

Mb.  J.  F.  X.  O'BRIEN :  I  perceive, 
from  the  Report  of  the  Irish  Local  Go- 
vernment Board,  that  they  say  with  re- 
gard to  that  seed  rate  that  a  very  large 
proportion  of  it  has  been  paid  by  the 
Unions.  I  find«  also,  that  it  is  reported 
that  these  Unions,  in  endeavouring  to 
make  repayments  of  that  seed  rate, 
have  not  only  done  their  best  to  collect 
it 

The  chairman  :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  not  entitled  to  pursue  that  sub- 
ject. I  have  already  informed  the  hon. 
Member  that  I  checked  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  for  discussing  the 
matter. 

Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'BRIEN :  I  presume 
I  shall  be  in  Order  in  referring  to  the 
neglect,  or  the  apparent  neglect,  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland  in 
not  taking  advantage  of  the  highly-paid 
official  who  acts  as  their  legal  adviser. 
I  perceive  that  the  sum  put  down  for 
legal  advice  is  rising  very  rapidly.  I 
observe  that  in  1885-6  £1,000  is  set 
down  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses 
of  this  office,  whilst  for  the  current  year 
the  sum  of  £2,636  is  set  down.  The 
Local  Government  Board  appear  not  to 
have  consulted  their  legal  adviser  on 
certain  important  matters.  If  they  have 
not  consulted  him,  this  is  a  very  curious 
illustration  of  the  extraordinary  manner 
in  which  they  carry  on  their  business ; 
and  if  they  have  consulted  him,  then 
this  highly-paid  official  does  not  appear 
to  have  given  them  any  advice  on  the 
matter  submitted  to  him.  It  is  a  point 
worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  whether  the  services  of  this 
highly- paid  official  should  not  be  utilized 
for  the  different  Boards  of  Guardians 
all  over  the  country.  In  that  way  a  con- 
siderable saving  might  be  effected  in  the 
rates  of  the  different  Unions,  in  addition 
to  useful  advice  being  given  to  the  dif- 
ferent Unions.  I  feel  it  my  duty,  Sir, 
to  make  a  slight  reference  to  the  argu- 
ments of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  with 
regard  to  the  action  he  appears  to  attri- 
bute to  hon.  Members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  in  their  observations  concerning 
the  Local  Government  Board.  He  ap- 
pears to  protend  that  in  commenting  on 
the  action  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  and  its  interference  with  Boards 


of  Guardians  we  desire  to  restriot  the 
action  of  local  government  in  Ireland 
rather  than  extend  it,  as  our  prin- 
ciples ought  to  lead  us  to  do.  Now, 
that  I  believe  to  be  a  disingenuous  ar- 
gument, for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
must  know  that  the  system  of  local  go- 
vernment in  Ireland  is  anything  but  a 
system  of  local  government — that  it  is, 
in  fact,  the  most  centralized  system  of 
bureaucracy  that  exists  in  the  world, 
that  in  place  of  being  a  genuine  system 
of  local  government  it  is  a  system  of 
irresponsible  tyranny.  Coming  back  to 
the  legal  adviser  of  the  Local  Gt>vern- 
ment  Board,  it  appears  to  me  that  he 
has  been  guilty  of  a  dereliction  of  duty 
with  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  Ban- 
try  Guardians.  Notwithstanding  that 
they  have  had  the  doings  of  these 
Guardians  brought  under  their  notice 
in  a  manner  that  mast  have  shown 
them  that  the  Board  was  guilty  of  an 
infraction  of  duty  in  regard  to  evictions^ 
they  appear  to  have  taken  no  notice 
of  the  fact ;  indeed,  they  appear  to  have 
covered  up  in  a  most  reprehensible 
manner  the  conduct  of  the  Chairman 
of  that  Board  of  Guardians.  With  re- 
gard to  the  action  of  Chairmen  of 
Boards  of  Guardians  generally,  I  sym- 
pathize very  strongly  with  my  hon. 
Friends  who  have  commented  on  that 
action,  and  I  think  it  very  desirable 
that  some  means  should  be  devised 
whereby  their  authority  might  be  con- 
fined within  reasonable  and  proper 
limits.  I  certainly  think  they  should 
not  be  allowed  to  exercise  the  respon- 
sible duty  they  appear  to  exercise  of 
repressing  all  resolutions  of  which  th^ 
do  not  themselves  approve.  In  a  word, 
I  think  it  time  that  the  Chairmen  of 
Boards  of  Guardians  should  be  put  in 
their  proper  places  and  made  to  recog- 
nize their  proper  position,  and  that  they 
should  not  have  power  to  overmle  the 
majority  of  the  Boards. 

Me.  TUITE  ( Westmeath,  N.) :  I  wish 
very  briefly  to  call  attention  to  the 
decisions  of  the  Arbitrators  under  the 
Labourers'  Act.  The  cost  of  the  awards 
made  by  these  gentlemen  is  altogether 
excessive,  and  several  Unions  of  Ireland 
have  complained  of  it.  The  delay  in 
furnishing  the  awards  is  too  g^at,  and 
the  Act  is  encumbered  with  too  many 
technicalities.  Full  of  difficulties  as  it 
is,  the  Arbitrators  help  to  make  it  still 
more  difficult  to  bring  it  into  operation, 
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and  I  think  it  would  be  well  if  the  Go- 
yernment  would  devote  some  attention 
to  the  subject. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Me.  FINUCANE  (Limerick,  E.) :  I 
beg  to  move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote 
by  £3,490,  for  the  following  reason.  I 
dare  say  the  Committee  are  aware  that 
the  Local  Government  Board  are  the 
administrators  of  the  Labourers  (Ireland) 
Act.  Whenever  the  Guardians  and  the 
landlords  cannot  agree  as  to  the  value  of 
the  landlord's  interest  in  the  half-acres 
to  be  attached  to  the  cottages,  the  Local 
Government  Board  are  directed  to  send 
arbitrators  to  ascertain  such  value; 
hence  the  necessity  of  appointing  im- 
partial arbitrators.  Now,  what  has  the 
&oard  done  ?  In  some  instances,  to  my 
own  knowledge,  it  has  appointed  land 
agents  as  arbitrators,  and,  I  believe, 
even  landlords.  I  believe  they  have  so  in 
more  than  one  case — at  any  rate,  to  my 
own  knowledge  they  have  done  it  in 
one  case,  and  I  am  prepared  to  give  the 
Committee  the  name  of  that  arbitrator. 
It  is  Mr.  Posnott.  He  is  agent  to  seve- 
ral landlords  in  the  South  of  Ireland — 
for  instance,  to  Lord  Ha  warden,  a  gen- 
tleman not  remarkable  for  his  kindly 
treatment  of  his  tenants— I  do  not 
wish  to  make  this  a  personal  mat- 
ter against  Mr.  Posnett.  I  am  dealing 
with  principles  aud  not  individuals, 
and  I  object  to  the  question  as  to  the 
number  of  years'  purchase  to  be  given 
for  the  fee  simple  of  the  land  being  in- 
vestigated and  decided  by  a  person  who 
is  friendly  to  the  landlord  himself.  Such 
action  is  most  unfair,  and  is  as  dis- 
honest as  would  be  the  proposal  to  leave 
the  fixing  of  the  price  of  a  lot  of  fat 
cattle  to  a  Committee  of  butchers. 
These  arbitrators  have  in  some  instances 
given  as  much  as  26  years'  purchase  to 
the  landlords,  a  price  not  measured  by 
a  fair  rent,  but  by  an  existing  rent  paid 
under  a  lease — a  rent  that  is  more  than 
twice  the  value  of  the  land.  What  com- 
pensation have  they  given  to  the  tenants? 
Why,  it  varies  from  five  to  seven  years* 
purchase,  and  in  no  instance  has  it  gone 
beyond  seven  years.  In  some  cases  it 
has  not  gone  higher  than  four,  though 
it  is  well  known  that  in  every  county  in 
Ireland  there  are  thousands  of  farms  in 
which,  if  justice  were  done,  the  tenants 
would  be  accredited   with    greater  in- 
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terest  than  the  landlords.  This  question 
is  of  vital  importance  first,  and  princi- 
pally, to  the  labourers,  but  also  to  the 
ratepayers  and  farmers.  It  is  of  great 
importance  to  the  labourers,  for  the  rea- 
son that  the  higher  the  compensation 
awarded  to  the  landlords  the  higher  must 
be  the  rent  charged  by  the  Guardians  to 
their  labourers.  It  is  also  of  interest  to 
the  ratepayers,  because  the  erection  of 
each  cottage  and  the  compensation 
given  for  half-an-acre  costs,  on  an 
average,  about  £105.  This  must  be 
borrowed  from  the  Board  of  Works, 
and  an  annual  instalment  must  be  paid 
for  a  period  of  years  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians — an  instalment  amounting  to 
£5  lOs,  annually.  It  is  evident  that  the 
labourers  cannot  pay  such  a  high  rent ; 
and  the  difi'erence  between  the  rent  and 
the  annual  instalment  must,  therefore, 
be  paid  by  the  ratepayers.  It  is  to  the 
interest  of  the  ratepayers  to  see  that  the 
cost  of  these  cottages  shall  not  be  un- 
duly increased  ;  but  this  is  of  greater 
interest  to  the  farmer.  The  landlords 
are  moving  heaven  and  earth  at  this 
moment  to  keep  up  the  value  of  their 
properties  by  artificial  means.  They  see 
that  within  a  yery  short  time  there  may 
be  a  land  purchase  scheme,  probably 
containing  a  compulsory  clause,  which 
will  be  administered  by  the  present 
Land  Court,  or  one  similarly  constituted. 
The  landlords  think  it  would  be  to  their 
interest  if  they  could,  whilst  before  the 
Court,  point  to  the  fact  that  they  had 
got  20  or  22  years'  purchase  from  the 
Boards  of  Guardians,  especially  as  it  is 
known  that  in  many  cases  these  Boards 
are  largely  constituted  of  farmers.  In 
Ireland  great  interest  is  taken  in  this  sub- 
ject ;  and  as  there  has  been  no  satisfac- 
tory answer  given  on  this  point,  I  shall 
feel  it  my  duty  to  move  that  the  Vote 
be  reduced  by  the  sum  mentioned — 
namely,  £3,490. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

''That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £65,198,  bs 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year 
ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March  1887,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  the  Local  Qovem- 
roent  Board  in  Ireland,  including  various 
Grants  in  Aid  of  Local  Taxation." — {Mr. 
Finueane.) 

Mb.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Fer- 
managh,  N.) :  I  do  not  propose  to  de- 
tain the  Committee  by  enumerating  any 
special  or  particular  grievancea  which 
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fnight  be  brought  up  under  this  Vote 
for  the  Local  Government  Board  of  Ire- 
land. I  think  that,  except  for  the  pur- 
pose of  drawing  public  attention  to  the 
grievances  in  connection  with  the  Local 
Government  Board,  there  is  very  little 
use  in  dealing  with  these  grievances, 
andforthis  reason— that  from  beginning 
to  end  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
Ireland  is  a  gigantic  fraud.  In  the  first 
place  it  is  a  fraud  as  regards  its  name, 
for  it  is  not  a  Local  Government  Board 
at  all.  It  should  be  called  "  The  Cen- 
tralized Government  Board.  It  is  in  no 
respect  —  in  no  sense  whatever  —  a 
Local  Government  Board.  Day  after 
day,  and  week  after  week,  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  Office  in  Dublin  comes 
into  conflict  with  the  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians throughout  the  country.  The 
Local  Government  Board  Office  in  Dublin 
is  presided  over  by  a  set  of  gentlemen 
who  are  altogether  out  of  sympathy  with 
the  people  of  the  country.  The  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  and  all 
the  officials  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  are  appointed  despotically  through 
some  unknown  influence,  and  some  power 
which  is  not  the  power  of  the  people, 
and  the  consequence  is  that  the  people 
are  totally  dissatisfied  with  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Board  in  Ireland  ;  and,  as  a 
result  of  this  dissatisfaction  with  the 
government  of  the  Board  in  Ireland, 
there  are  constant  conflicts  going  on  be- 
tween the  Central  Government  in  Dublin 
and  the  Local  Bodies  throughout  the 
country.  These  conflicts  will  go  on  in- 
creasing year  after  year,  and  will  cause 
still  more  dissatisfaction  and  discontent 
in  the  minds  of  the  people  until  a  radical 
change  is  arrived  at.  The  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  is  in  itself,  in  its  con- 
stitution, a  grievance  which  can  only  be 
met  by  a  thorough  revolution.  It  ought 
to  be  abolished  altogether,  and  a  proper 
system  of  real  local  government  ought 
to  be  instituted  in  Ireland  to  take  its 
place.  But,  Sir,  if  there  is  one  griev- 
ance more  than  another  which  occurs 
under  this  system  of  so-called  local  go- 
vernment in  Ireland,  that  particular 
grievance  is  the  present  system  of  ex 
officio  Poor  Law  Guardians.  These  men 
come  in  the  most  arrogant  style 

The  chairman  :  I  have  several 
times  ruled  that  subject  to  be  irrelevant 
to  this  Vote. 

Me.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  I  did 
not  know  that  you  had  ruled  that  to  be 
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out  of  Order,  Mr.  Gonrtney.  I  was  not 
here  at  the  time.  Of  course,  I  shall  not 
speak  upon  that.  I  do  not  intend,  as  T 
said  in  my  opening  remarks,  to  go  into 
any  particular  grievances,  becanse  a 
very  long  time  has  been  occupied  already 
by  Members  from  Ireland  in  statug 
grievances.  But  I  do  not  think  ihsir 
statements  of  these  grievances  under  the 
Local  Government  Board  by  any  msani 
concluded  as  yet.  A  long  time,  how* 
ever,  has  been  occupied  in  setting  forth 
the  different  grievances  felt  thronghoat 
the  country  under  the  government  of 
this  Board,  and  I  think  that  that  itself 
should  be  sufficient  to  prove  that  a 
change  is  necessary,  and  that  it  will 
be  absolutely  essential,  for  the  proper 
government  of  the  country,  to  substitute 
for  the  Centralized  Body  in  Dublin  a 
government  which  will  rest  upon  the 
will  of  the  people,  a  government  whose 
officers  will  be  directly  responsible  to 
the  people ;  and  if  I  were  to  advise  my 
Colleagues  who  have  been  moving  in 
this  matter,  I  would  strongly  urge  them, 
as  a  protest  against  the  existence  of  the 
despotic  power  of  the  Local  Gt>vemment 
Board  in  Dublin,  and  as  a  demand  for 
a  change,  to  push  the  Motion  for  a  re- 
duction of  this  particular  Vote  to  a 
division. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  tor  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
(Bristol,  W.) :  There  are  some  points 
that  have  been  alluded  to  since  I  last 
addressed  the  Committee  upon  which  I 
should  like  to  say  a  few  words.  One  or 
two  hon.  Members  have  alluded  to  the 
system  of  arbitration  and  inquiry  under 
the  Labourers'  Cottages  Acts,  and  one 
hon.  Member  has  animadverted  on  the 
action  of  one  of  these  arbitrators,  and  has 
expressed  a  strong  opinion  against  the  em- 
ployment of  land  agents  on  such  inquiries. 
Well,  nothing  could  be  more  wrong  disn 
the  employment  as  arbitrator,  under  these 
Acts,  of  any  person  connected  with  the 
ownership  or  agency  of  land  near  the 
district  in  which  the  property  to  be 
adjudicated  upon  is  situated.  The  arbi- 
trator ought  obviously  to  be  beyond  in- 
fluences of  that  kind  in  arriving  at 
his  decision.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
I  think  it  would  be  absurd  to  say 
that  no  man  who  had  ever  acted  as  a 
land  agent,  or  who  was  acting  as  a  land 
agent  at  the  present  time,  say  in  the 
North  of  Ireland,  should  hold  an  inquiry 
in  the  South  of  Ireland.    On  the  oon- 
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trary,  it  is  evident  that  the  experience 
of  such  a  man  would  be  of  the  greatest 
value  to  him  in  ascertaining  the  value  of 
the  land,  provided  the  inquiry  were  held 
in  a  place  with  which  he  had  no  con- 
nection. Then,  an  hon.  Member  has 
referred  to  a  particular  case  which 
occurred  in  the  Waterford  Union.  I 
am  not  acquainted  with  the  facts  of  that 
case  ;  but  I  will  inquire  into  them  as  the 
hon.  Member  has  asked  me  to  do.  The 
system  of  auditors  has  been  objected  to, 
and  some  reference  has  been  made  to  a 
promise  alleged  to  have  been  given  by 
one  of  my  Predecessors  in  the  Office  of 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  as  to  some 
change,  I  believe,  by  legislation,  in  the 
position  of  these  officers.  I  do  not 
know  what  may  have  been  said  by  that 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ;  but  there,  again, 
I  will  promise  to  look  into  the  matter 
and  see  what  is  the  precise  point  upon 
which  it  is  desired  to  bring  about  an 
alteration.  But,  I  must  say,  I  was  not 
impressed  with  the  instance  given  by 
the  hon.  Member  who  referred  to  his 
own  experience  as  to  a  surcharge  made 
against  him  as  Chairman  of  a  Union.  I 
daresay  it  is  possible  that  in  that  case 
the  auditor  may  have  been  mistaken ; 
but  what  he  clearly  showed  was,  that  if 
the  auditor  was  mistaken  there  was  an 
appeal  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 
The  surcharge  was  remitted,  and  the 
hon.  Member  suffered  in  no  way  from 
the  act  of  the  auditor.  Auditors  do  a 
very  necessary  work  in  surcharging  im- 
proper payments.  I  do  not  touch  on  the 
points  which  have  been  dealt  with,  with 
regard  to  the  officials  under  the  Explo- 
sives Act,  because  I  understand  that  is 
held  to  be  not  pertinent  to  the  discussion. 
There  is  one  matter  which  was  alluded 
to  by  an  hon.  Member  who  objected  to 
the  action  of  some  Boards  of  Guardians 
in  refusing  to  allow  the  rate  books  to  be 
inspected  by  persons  interested  in  regis- 
tration. Well,  every  facility  ought  to 
be  given  by  Boards  of  Guardians  to 
persons  interested  in  the  constituencies 
to  inspect  the  rate  books  for  the  pur- 
poses of  registration.  I  believe  that  as 
the  law  at  present  stands  the  only  per- 
son entitled  to  demand  inspection  is  a 
ratepayer  ;  and  if  I  am  correct  in  that, 
it  would,  of  course,  be  impossible  for 
the  Guardians  to  allow  persons  who 
are  not  ratepayers  to  demand  inspec- 
tion. 


Mb.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  That 
is  a  bye-law  made  by  the  old  Poor  Law 
Board. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH  :  If 
it  is  only  a  bye-law  I  will  have  it 
looked  into,  and  will  endeavour  to  see 
in  what  way  it  can  be  modified,  so  as  to 
secure  that  the  principle  which  I  have 
laid  down  shall  be  carried  out.  But  I 
think,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the 
Guardians  ought  not  to  be  troubled  by 
demands  for  inspection  of  the  rate  books 
by  persons  who  really  have  no  business 
whatever  either  in  the  district  to  which 
these  rate  books  relate,  or  with  anything 
connected  with  the  rates.  I  imagine 
the  reason  for  imposing  that  limitation 
was  to  secure  that  there  should  be  some 
real  interest  in  the  matter  taken  by  the 
person  wishing  to  make  the  examina- 
tion. The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Gal  way  (Colonel  Nolan) 
referred  to  the  question  of  the  seed  loan. 
Here,  again,  I  am  precluded  from  enter- 
ing fpUy  into  the  point ;  but  with  regard 
to  the  particular  matters  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  raised,  as  to  the 
action  it  was  competent  for  the  Poor 
Law  Board  to  take  in  the  matter,  I 
have  already  replied  to  him  as  to  the 
difficulties  raised  by  the  magistrates  in 
carrying  out  the  Jaw.  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  suggested  that  the  In- 
spectors of  the  Local  Government  Board 
should  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
possibility  of  recovering  the  arrears  of 
this  rate.  I  am  well  aware  of  the  diffi- 
culties of  that  subject;  but  my  strong 
opinion  is  that  it  would  not  be  fair  to 
those  who  have  paid  to  excuse  those 
who  decline  to  pay  without  very  strong 
proof  indeed  that  they  are  unable  to 
do  so.  I  trust  that  the  Committee  will 
now  be  allowed  to  proceed  to  a  division 
on  the  Vote.  We  have  had  a  discussion, 
lasting  for  more  than  three  hours,  in 
which,  I  am  bound  to  say,  I  have  listened 
to  the  reiteration  of  some  points  with 
which  I  have  endeavoured,  probably  not 
satisfactorily,  but  to  the  best  of  my  power, 
to  deal.  And  I  have  listened,  also,  to 
constant  attempts  to  enlarge  the  scope 
of  the  discussion.  I  decline  altogether 
to  consider  such  matters  as  the  produc- 
tion of  gas  in  Ballinasloe  and  the  state 
of  the  back  yards  in  that  town,  as  I  do 
not  consider  them  relevant.  I  cannot 
conceive  why  anyone  should  attempt  to 
introduce  such  matters  into  this  discus- 
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fiion,  unless  It  be  from  a  desire  to  waste 
time,  bearing  in  mind  tbat  last  night 
hon.  Members  below  the  GaDgwaj,  when 
appealing  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer not  to  take  this  Vote,  stated  of 
their  own  free  will  that  they  would  do 
their  best  to  confine  the  discussion  within 
reasonable  limits,  and  tbat  it  would  not 
occupy  more  than  two  hours.  We  have 
already  been  occupied  three  hours  on 
the  debate ;  and  I  hope  that  after  this 
waste  of  time  we  shall  be  allowed  to 
proceed. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  think  it 
would  be  well  that  my  hon.  Friends 
should  now  allow  the  Vote  to  be  taken. 
At  the  same  time,  I  think  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Limerick  (Mr. 
Finucane)  was  quite  justified  in  raising 
the  question  whether  men  in  the  posi- 
tion of  Mr.  Posnett  should  be  allowed  to 
act  as  arbitrators. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  I 
must  say  that  after  the  concluding  re- 
marks of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Lreland  we  are  en- 
titled to  a  reply.  The  question  which 
has  been  raised  by  the  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  Finucane)  is  one  of  great  practical 
importance ;  and  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  has  been  led  to  an 
erroneous  conclusion  m  regard  to  it.  He 
threw  down  a  sort  of  challenge  to  the 
Irish  Members.  Now,  we  have  discussed 
these  Estimates  with  very  great  care, 
and  no  doubt,  in  doing  so,  we  have 
taken  up  a  large  amount  of  public  time. 

&A  laugh,']  The  hon.  and  gallant  Gen- 
eman  the  Member  for  North  Armagh 
(Colonel  Saunderson)  may  laugh ;  but 
he  will  have  frequent  opportunities  of 
talking  with  the  Chief  Secretary  during 
the  next  five  months,  and  discussing  pri- 
vately all  these  local  matters  with  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  Let  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  recollect  that  the  only 
chance  the  Irish  Members  who  repre- 
sent five-sixths  of  the  Irish  nation  have 
of  impressing  these  matters  upon  the 
attention  of  the  Irish  Government  is 
afforded  us  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
We  think  we  are  quite  justified  in 
taking  up  a  few  hours  of  the  public 
time  in  discussing  Questions  of  this  kind. 
I  notice  that  a  gooa  many  hon.  Members 
object  to  what  we  are  doing.  Why  did 
they  vote  agpainst  the  Home  Eule  Bill 
last  Session,  under  which  all  subjects  of 
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this  kind  would  be  relegated  to  a  Par- 
liament in  Dublin  ? 

Mb.  HAEEIS  (Galway,  E.) :  I  should 
like  to  put  a  question  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  regard  to  the  selection  of 
sites  for  labourers'  dwelling^.  I  have 
received  a  letter  from  one  of  my  con- 
stituents—  Patrick  Ford  —  a  man  who 
holds  only  1 1  acres  of  land.  This  man 
lives  in  a  district  where  there  are  large 
grass  farms,  yet  his  holding  has  been 
selected  as  that  from  which  land  must 
be  taken  on  which  to  erect  labourers' 
cottages.  I  should  like  to  know  whether 
the  powers  of  the  Inspectors  could  not  be 
extended  so  that  the  sites  for  labourers' 
cottages  might  be  taken  from  extensive 
farms,  and  not  from  holdings  upon  which 
already  a  man  has  very  great  diffionlfy 
to  live  ? 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS- BEACH: 
My  impression  is  that  the  selection  of 
the  sites  rests  with  the  Guardians,  and 
not  with  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Mr.  FINUCANE  (Limerick,  E.) :  I 
stated  in  clear  and  unmistakable  lan- 
guage that  I  did  not  wish  to  make  a 
personal  attack  upon  Mr.  Posnett.  I 
said  my  only  objection  was  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  appointing  land  agents  arbi- 
trators. I  cannot  regard  the  reply  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland  as  satisfactory.  I 
maintain  that  a  land  agent  living  in 
Ulster  is  interested  in  keeping  up  hiffh 
rents  in  Limerick.  We  know  that  the 
land  agents  of  Ireland  are  not  paid  by 
fixed  salaries,  but  by  a  percentage  on  the 
rents  they  collect.  For  this  reason  they 
are  interested  in  keeping  up  the  rents, 
and  they  will  do  this,  notwithstanding 
the  misery  which  is  occasioned.  Besides, 
there  is  a  perfect  freemasonry  amongst 
the  land  agents,  &c.  of  Ireland,  which 
makes  it  imperative  on  them  to  aid  each 
other. 

Mb.  NOLAN  (Louth,  N.) :  I  have  no 
desire  to  make  a  speech  on  this  occasion ; 
but  I  wish  to  avau  myself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  directing  the  attention  of  the 
right  hon.  Ghentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  to  a  matter  that  is  looked 
upon  as  a  grievance  by  a  considerable 
number  of  people  in  Ireland.  I  pro- 
pose to  read  two  short  conmiunications  I 
have  received  on  the  subject.  One  is  as 
follows : — 

"  I  hare  been  requested  to  inform  yoa  of  the 
deky  of  the  Local  Gk>Teniment  Board  for  Ire- 
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One   is  the  total   absence  of  any  in- 
spection at  all  in  the  small  towns  forming 
the  centres  of   the    rural    districts  of 
Ireland  where  the  Guardians   are  the 
Sanitary  Authority.     The  fact  is  that 
the  Inspectors  receive  their  salaries,  but 
do  not  perform  their  duties.     It  is  ab- 
solutely necessary,  in  order  to   secure 
that  the  public  health  shall  be  looked 
after  and  the  people  shall  get  some  value 
for   their  money,  that  some  Inspector 
^a  Medical  Inspector,  or  someone   in 
equally  responsible  position  in  the  Local 
Government  Board — should,  on  the  oc- 
casion of  his  visits  to  the  different  dis- 
tricts, see  that  the  sanitary  inspections 
are  carried  out.    Another  point  I  feel 
bound  to  urge  on  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net and  on  the  Local  Government  Board 
is   the  inspection,    in   the    interest    of 
humanity,  of  the  workhouses  themselves. 
I  happen  to  be  an  ex  officio  Guardian 
of  a  Union  in  the   South  of  Ireland, 
and  on  a  recent  occasion  I  went  through 
the  wards  of  the  Union  Workhouse.     A 
person  acquainted  with  the  working  of 
institutions  of  this  kind  in  this  country, 
or  in  large  centres  of  population,  would 
hardly  think  it  possible  that  such  a  dis- 
graceful state  of  affairs  could  exist.   The 
bedding  was  crawling  with  vermin,  and 
the  whole  place  a  picture  of  filth  and 
misery.  The  workhouse  I  refer  to  is  in  the 
Bantry  Union,  where  the  local  landlord 
party  are  in  the  ascendant,  and  have  full 
control  over  its  management.   I  hope  the 
Chief   Secretary  for  Ireland    will  call 
upon  the   Local  Government  Board  to 
see  that  the  workhouse  wards  are  pro- 
perly inspected.     There  is  another  point 
worthy  of  notice,  and  that  is  the  inclu- 
sion  of  stimulants  under  the  head  of 
medicines,  half  the  cost  of  which  should 
be  paid  from  the  Consolidated  Fund. 
The  Local  Government  Board  refuse  to 
allow  alcohol  to  be  treated  as  a  medicine 
in  the  accounts,  although  it  is  never 
given  unless  prescribed  by  a  doctor.    I 
hope  the   right    hon.  Gentleman    will 
take  a  note  of  this  fact.    With  regard 
to   the    question    raised   by   the  hon. 
Member  for  Limerick  (Mr.  Finucane), 
I  wish  to  say  I  quite  agree  with  my 
hon.  Friend   as  to   the  undesirability 
of  land  agents,  or  people  closely  in- 
terested in   the  keeping  up  of  rents, 
being  appointed  arbitrators.      At    the 
same  time,  I  must  say  I  am  convinced, 
having  personal  acquaintance  with  his 
I  arbitrations  in  railway  matters,  that  ft 
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land  in  holding  an  inquiry  into  the  scheme  of 
the  Dundalk  Board  of  Guardians  for  the  erec- 
tion of  labourers*  houses  in  the  Dundalk  Union. 
The  scheme  for  the  erection  of  the  houses  was 
sent  by  the  Guardians  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  on  1st  August  last  with  a  Petition  pray- 
ing for  an  Order  for  confirming  it,  and  signed 
in  the  required  manner  by  the  Chairman  and 
Clerk  of  the  Board,  and  up  to  the  present  no 
steps  have  been  taken  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  any  direction." 

The  other  is  from  the  Ardee  Union,  and 
is  as  follows: — 

**The  people  in  nearly  every  parish  of  the 
Ardeo  Union  are  most  anxious  to  erect  under 
the  Labourers*  Act  suitable  residences  for  la- 
bourers, and  I  may  add  they  are  sadly  needed. 
After  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  preparation 
and  delay,  the  Board  of  Guardians  prepared  a 
number  of  schemes  for  a  large  number  of  new 
houses.  Portions  of  those  schemes  they  lodged 
with  the  Local  Government  Board  as  far  back 
as  the  17th  of  May  last,  and  the  remaining  ones 
on  the  17th  of  June.  Guardians  and  farmers 
and  labourers  are  ever  since  anxiously  looking 
out  for  the  usual  notice  fixing  the  time  and 
place  for  the  local  inquiry,  which  by  Act  of 
Parliament  must  be  held  by  an  Inspector  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  into  everything  con- 
nected with  the  proposed  schemes.  The  patience 
of  all  is  worn  out.  It  would  seem  as  if  they 
are  obstructing  the  working  of  the  Act." 

I  think  I  have  only  to  bring  these  com- 
munications to  the  notice  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  to  insure  them  the 
attention  they  deserve. 

Me.  AETHUE  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal, E.) :  This  discussion  has  lasted  so 
much  longer  than  we  were  led  to  sup- 
pose last  night,  that  I  do  not  propose  to 
make  any  reference  to  the  point  I  de- 
sired to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland.  I  will  defer 
my  remarks  until  the  stage  of  Keport ; 
but  perhaps,  in  the  meantime,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  ascertain  if  it  would 
be  in  the  power  of  his  Department  to 
institute  some  system  of  inspection  of 
the  drugs  in  the  dispensaries  throughout 
Ireland. 

Mb.  murphy  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick^s) : 
I  wish  to  refer  to  a  matter  in  connection 
with  the  Local  Government  Board  of 
Ireland,  which  I  do  not  think  has 
been  spoken  to  as  yet  in  this  debate ; 
and  that  is  the  sanitary  inspections  in 
Ireland.  I  see  the  sum  of  £15,500  in 
this  Estimate  for  '^  one-half  of  the 
salaries  of  Superintendent  and  Consult- 
ing Sanitary  Officers;*'  and  I  merely 
propose  on  the  present  occasion  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  to  be  Rood  enough 
to  take  a  note  of  one  or  two  matters. 
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fairer  arbitrator  than  Mr.  Posnett  could 
not  be  found  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  BYENE  ( Wicklow,  W.) :  I  do 
not  propose  to  detain  the  Committee 
many  seconds.  I  simply  want  to  protest 
against  the  action  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  and  of  one  officer  of  the 
Board  in  particular.  The  conduct  of 
this  gentleman  has  been  complained  of 
over  and  over  again.  He  makes  many 
mistakes;  he  makes  mistakes  at  every 
election.  On  one  occasion  it  took  him 
three  days  to  count  the  votes — indeed, 
politically,  he  is  dishonest;  and,  physi- 
cally and  mentally,  he  is  stupid.  I 
think  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  should  make  inquiries 
concerning  this  official,  and  that  if  he 
finds  my  statement  is  correct  he  should 
put  another  gentleman  in  the  place  of 
the  officer  of  whom  I  complain. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(2.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £18,559,  be 
granted  to  ller  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  Slst  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Office  of  Public  Works  in 
Ireland." 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  Mr. 
Courtaey,  there  are  one  or  two  questions 
upon  this  Vote  I  would  like  to  put  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland,  though  I  do  not 
know  whether  he  will  he  ahle  to  give 
me  an  answer  now.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is,  no  doubt,  aware  that  many 
fishery  piers  are  built  in  Ireland  by  the 
Board  of  Works,  and  that  a  large  part 
of  this  Vote  refers  to  work  connected 
with  such  piers.  He  will  see  that  the 
estimates  of  the  Board  of  Works  are 
very  considerably  over  the  contracts  let. 
I  admit  it  is  prudent  in  the  Board  of 
Works  to  over-estimate  than  to  under- 
estimate;  but  I  should  like  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  to  look  into  the 
matter  to  see  when  the  money  over-esti- 
mated will  be  released.  There  are  seve- 
ral places  crying  out  for  piers  and  har- 
l)ours.  For  a  long  time  they  have  been 
hoping  for  these  accommodations  ;  but 
owing  to  the  over-estimates  of  the  Board 
the  money  is  now  locked  up.  The  ex- 
penses of  die  Fishery  Piers  and  Harbours 
Oommissionwere  nearly  ezdasiyely  those 
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for  engineering  and  surveying,  and  I  do 
not  suppose  the  other  expenses  amounted 
to  more  than  £1,500.  The  Commis- 
sioners estimated  that  £10,000  would  be 
enough  for  their  expenses;  but  the 
Treasury  insisted  upon  allowing  £20,000, 
again  a  prudent  thing  to  do.  But  now 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  Commission: 
are  nearly  wound  up  I  think  the  Govern- 
ment should  ascertain  what  expenses 
have  been  incurred.  If  only  £10,000 
has  been  expended,  a  large  sum  of  money 
would  be  released  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  piers.  There  are  one  or  two 
questions  which  I  think  arise  upon  this 
Vote,  and  to  which  I  will  just  allude. 
A.S  long  as  the  Commission  has  been  sit- 
ting the  Treasury  has  been  saving  £8,000 
a-year.  A  certain  sum  of  the  Irish 
Church  money  was  set  aside  for  Public 
Works ;  but  when  the  Commission  was 
appointed  the  Treasury  stopped  £8,000 
a-year  for  the  expenses  of  the  Commis- 
sion. I  think  it  is  high  time  we  should 
know  whether  the  Government  intend 
to  confiscate  that  amount.  If  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  wished  to  extend 
the  pier  and  harbour  acconmiodation  in 
Ireland  he  could  easily  do  so.  The  Com- 
missioners were  of  opinion  that  another 
£150,000  or  £200,000  could  be  expended 
safely  enough  in  erecting  small  and 
moderate  sized  harbours.  I  am  afraid 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  or  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  will  not  be 
able  to  move  without  fresh  legislation  ; 
but  I  should  like  the  matter  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  with  a  view  to  legisla- 
tion next  Session. 

The  chief  SECRETARYfoe  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  ( Bris- 
tol, W.):  I  recognize  fully  the  value  of  the 
remarks  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentle- 
man, and  I  can  assure  him  he  had  in 
me  a  very  sympathetic  listener ;  but  all 
I  can  promise  him  is  that  I  will  look,  so 
far  as  the  time  at  my  command  will 
allow,  into  the  various  points  to  which 
he  has  called  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee, to  see  whether  it  is  in  my  power 
to  meet  his  wishes.  I  have  noticed,  as 
ho  has  noticed,  the  large  difference  be- 
tween the  estimates  of  the  Board  of 
Works  for  the  different  harbours  and 
the  price  at  which  the  contracts  were 
taken;  but  I  thidic  that  is  easily  ex- 
plained. In  some  cases,  it  is  feared,  the 
contractors  may  not  be  able  to  carry  oat 
the  woric  at  the  contract  prico.  It  is, 
therefi>re|    naoeeaary  to    proceed  very 
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oautiouslj.  I  confess  I,  to  some  extent, 
doubt  the  usefulness  of  these  small  har- 
bours. They  are  useful  to  a  small  class 
of  fishermen  who  live  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood ;  but  I  do  not  think  they  are 
calculated  to  be  of  as  much  service  to 
the  general  population  aslarger  harbours. 
The  desirability  of  re-lending  the  money 
which  has  been  repaid  upon  loans  has 
been  suggested.  That,  of  course,  would 
be  but  following  up  with  regard  to  har- 
bours the  system  already  existing  with 
regard  to  fishermen.  Loans  are  not 
always  repaid ;  but  I  will  undertake  to 
bring  these  matters  under  the  notice  of 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  MAHONY  (Meath,  N.):  The 
desirability  of  making  further  grants  of 
money  for  piers  on  the  West  Coast  of 
Ireland  has  been  taken  into  considera- 
tion by  the  Piers  and  Eoads  Commission, 
of  which  I  happen  to  be  a  Member.  The 
class  of  piers  and  harbours  we  dealt  with 
were  of  a  very  small  nature,  not  at  all 
so  important  as  those  dealt  with  by 
the  larger  Commission ;  they  affected 
the  localities  where  the  people  are 
extremely  poor ;  and  our  experience  was 
that  with  the  very  small  sums  of  money 
placed  at  our  disposal  we  have  been  able 
to  do  a  great  deal  of  work  which  is  very 
useful  to  the  poorer  people.  Our  work 
has  been  almost  entirely  in  the  direction 
of  improving  the  small  harbours  that 
already  exist.  I  hope  that  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  when  considering 
the  desirability  of  making  further  grants, 
will  consider  the  propriety  of  giving  us 
a  small  additional  sum  to  spend  on  these 
very  small  works.  Asa  matter  of  fact 
we  have  been  unable,  through  a  want  of 
funds,  to  do  many  works  which  would 
be  decidedly  useful. 

Mb.  O'HEA  (Donegal,  W.) :  I  think 
the  suggestions  of  my  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  (Colonel  Nolan)  ought  to  be  seri- 
ously taken  into  account  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government.  The  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach)  is  not  altogether  an  unsatisfac- 
tory one,  though  it  cannot  be  forgotten 
that  frequently  assurances  have  been 
given  that  matters  in  which  we  are 
deeply  interested  will  be  attended  to. 
I  do  not  qmte  agree  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  as  to  the  inutility — he 
did  not  say  they  were  altogether  useless 
— of  small  harbours.  I  believe  these 
small  harbours  are  really  a  very  great 
benefit  to  the  fishing  olaisses.     A  pier 


was  erected  by  the  Board  of  Works  in 
the  harbour  of  Portloo,  a  place  situated 
in  West  Donegal,  the  constituency  I 
have  the  honour  to  represent.  Its  con- 
struction was  so  faulty  that,  owing  to 
the  action  of  the  waves  and  weather,  it 
soon  fell  away.  It  has  crumbled  to  pieces, 
and  is  only  a  mass  of  rubbish  in  the 
natural  harbour,  constituting  both  a 
nuisance  and  a  danger.  When  the  pier 
could  be  used  it  was  a  very  great  boon 
to  the  people.  The  harbour  abounds  in 
fish,  borne  of  the  finest  lobsters  caught 
in  the  Three  Kingdoms  are  caught  in 
that  neighbourhood ;  but  since  the  pier 
fell  away  the  people  have  not  been  able 
to  pursue  their  fishing  industry  to  any 
great  advantage.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
they  have  been  subjected  to  very  great 
inconvenience  and  sufPering.  If  the  pier 
had  stood  as  it  was  originally  built,  the 
coasting  steamers  could  call  at  Portloo 
with  the  various  articles  the  people  of 
the  district  require — flour,  Indian  meal, 
and  agricultural  implements — while  the 
people,  on  the  other  hand,  would  be  able 
to  send  away  by  steamer  the  fish  they 
would  be  in  a  good  position  to  catch. 
Some  attention  should  be  paid  to  this  lo- 
cality, where  the  pier  was  at  one  time  of 
such  advantage.  A  Coastguard  station 
was  established  there  three  years  ago  at 
a  cost  of  £3,000 ;  but  I  am  informed  that 
it  would  be  of  as  much  use  if  it  were  in 
the  middle  of  the  ocean.  The  Coast- 
guards are  not  able  to  launch  their  life- 
boat when  the  wind  is  blowing  from  the 
North  or  North  East.  There  is  a  small 
Island  about  three  miles  distant  from 
Portloo.  Some  time  ago  several  fisher- 
men landed  on  this  Island,  and  they 
were  unable  to  get  back.  They  were 
kept  there  three  days,  for  the  Coast- 
guards, though  anxious  to  go  to  their 
assistance,  were  unable  to  launch  the 
lifeboat.  The  pier  is  now  an  impedi- 
ment in  the  harbour,  and  had  the  life- 
boat been  launched  there  is  every  pro- 
bability it  would  have  been  dashed 
to  pieces  upon  the  remains  of  the  pier. 
I  trust  the  Treasury  will  be  able  to  see 
its  way  to  restore  the  pier  of  which  I 
sneak 

Me!  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) ;  I 
do  not  know  how  much  longer  the  dis- 
cussion upon  this  Vote  will  last — I  do 
not  intend  to  say  much — but  I  will  say 
that  if  it  continued  the  whole  day  it 
would  not  be  too  long,  considering  the 
mistakesi  blunders,  and  iniquities  of  the 
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Board  of  Works  in  Ireland.  The  Board 
of  Works  is  one  of  those  Boards  which 
have  been  referred  to  by  the  ripjht  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Bir- 
mingham (Mr.  Chamberlain)  as  not  hav- 
ing a  shadow  or  a  shade  of  representa- 
ive  authority,  and  yet  it  manages  a  very 
considerable  portion  of  very  important 
businessin  Ireland,and  manages  itin  such 
a  way  as  to  cause  astonishment  and  indig- 
nation in  almost  every  part  of  the  coun- 
try in  which  it  puts  its  finger.  I  do  not 
think  there  is  an  Irish  Member  who  can- 
not point  to  an  instance  of  gross  mis- 
management on  the  part  of  the  Board 
of  Works.  I  have  already  called  atten- 
tion to  a  piece  of  mismanagement  in  my 
own  constituency.  The  little  harbour  of 
Howth  is  almost  useless  in  consequence 
of  mud  and  sand  blocking  up  its  en- 
trance. Instead  of  doing  anything  to 
clean  out  the  harbour,  and  making  it  fit 
for  fishing  or  other  vessels  to  be  in,  the 
Board  of  Works  is  now  engaged  in 
taking  steps  to  secure  that  the  harbour 
shall  be  worse  than  it  has  ever  been 
before.  They  are  moving  away  the  big 
boulder  stones  which  formed  a  sort  of 
rough  breakwater  on  the  eastern  pier, 
and  substituting  for  them  a  concrete 

?avement  or  fashionable  promenade, 
'he  result  is  that  stones  and  sand  are 
washed  right  over  into  the  harbour, 
making  it  utterly  useless  for  its  original 
purpose.  At  this  moment  the  Board  are 
extending  this  concrete  pavement  almost 
up  to  the  verge  of  the  town ;  and  I  am 
informed  the  result  this  winter  will  be 
the  destruction  of  all  the  houses  in  the 
vicinity.  Possibly  it  may  interest  the 
noble  Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer in  the  matter  if  I  mention  that 
one  of  the  houses  so  threatened  with 
destruction  is  the  house  of  his  friend, 
Judge  Boyd.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  complains 
that  we  have  spent  three-and-a-half 
hours  in  discussing  the  Vote  for  the 
Local  Government  Board.  I  do  not  think 
nine  times  that  amount  of  time  would 
have  been  too  much  to  occupy  in  discuss- 
ing the  Vote.  It  is  perfectly  preposter- 
ous to  tell  us  we  are  not  to  discuss  this 
business  here,  and  to  tell  us,  in  the  same 
breath,  that  we  are  not  to  be  allowed  to 
manage  it  in  Ireland.  Every  Irish 
Member  has  his  own  local  grievances 
to  ventilate  ;  and  if  you  will  not  allow 
him  to  ventilate  them  in  an  Irish  Par- 
liament, he  has  no  other  coarse  but  to  do 
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so  here. '  It  is  simply  on  account  of  the 
observations  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  in 
reference  to  the  last  Vote,  that  I  have 
risen  to  make  these  observations.  I 
counsel  all  my  hon.  Friends  to  follow 
my  example,  and  not  to  miss  this  oppor- 
tunity of  calling  attention  to  any  griev- 
ance that  may  exist  in  their  respective 
localities.  There  is  no  local  grievance 
in  Ireland  that  does  not  deserve  the 
attention  of  the  Government ;  but  there 
is  not  one  that  receives  it.  Under  these 
circumstances,  no  apology  is  due  from 
us  for  intervening  in  these  discussions. 
The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEE  (Lord  Randolph  Chubgeiix) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  Perhaps  the  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Clancy)  will  allow  me  to 
notice  some  observations  which  fell  from 
him,  not  with  the  view  of  prolonging  the 
discussion,  but  with  the  view  of  possibly 
contracting  its  limits.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  just  said  that  every  Irish  Mem- 
ber has  brought  forward  local  grievances, 
and  that  the  Gt)vemment  has  paid  not 
the  slightest  attention  to  them.  I  think 
on  reflection  the  hon.  Member  will  see 
that  that  accusation  is  hardly  well 
founded.  My  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Chief  Secretary  and  his  Irish  Colleagues 
listened  with  the  utmost  attention  and 
patience  to  everything  that  has  been 
brought  forward  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite ;  and  I  am  perfectly  certain  that 
it  is  their  desire  and  the  desire  of  the 
Government  that  all  reasonable  griev- 
ances which  it  is  within  their  power  to 
remedy  shall  be  received  with  the  closest 
attention,  and,  if  possible,  the  most 
rapid  remedy.  The  hon.  Gentleman  is 
doing  the  Gt)vemment  a  sheer  injustice 
in  supposing  that  what  they  urge  on  be- 
half of  their  constituents  and  their 
country  does  not  receive  the  most  serious 
and  anxious  attention  of  the  Gk>vern- 
ment.  In  regard  to  what  has  fallen  from 
the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Clancy)  gene- 
rally, as  to  the  Board  of  Works  and  the 
Local  Government  Board,  the  functions 
of  these  Boards  are  matters  which  the 
Gt>vemment  consider  call  for,  from  them, 
the  most  practical  consideration,  with  a 
view,  if  possible,  of  the  development  of 
the  functions  of  these  Boards  in  a  man- 
ner in  accordance,  as  far  as  may  be,  with 
the  views  of  Irish  Representatives.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  and  his  CoUeaguesknow 
^uite  well  that  it  is  the  firm  and  decided 
mtention  of  the  Goyemment  to  make  ft 
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proposal  to  Parliament  as  early  as  may 
be,  and  we  hope  with  a  view  of  placing 
the  control  of  all  these  questions  of  local 
government  and  public  works  more 
within  the  hands  of  the  Irish  people. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  knows  perfectly  the 
limits  which  have  been  marked  out  for 
us  by  the  last  Election — limits  which  we 
have  no  desire  and  which  we  have  no 
power  to  overstep.  But  within  those 
limits  the  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  Friends 
may  be  certain  that  the  Government  are 
desirous  to  act  honestly  and  to  act  prac- 
tically ;  and  I  do  appeal  to  the  hon. 
Member,  with  that  sense  of  fairness  which 
I  do  not  think  is  ever  altogether  absent 
even  from  the  most  violent  opponent  of 
the  Government  among  the  Iriah  Party, 
to  allow  the  Government  to  have  time 
to  consider  these  questions,  these  large 
and  complicated  questions.  Then,  if  the 
Government,  in  the  estimation  of  the 
Irish  Members,  fall  short  of  their  duty 
by  proposals  which  are  inadequate  and 
bad,  undoubtedly  we  shall  not  be  able 
to  urge  strong  objections  against  their 
taking  up  the  line  they  are  now  taking. 
But  I  must  point  out  that  the  course 
they  are  taking  of  bringing  up  in  im- 
mense detail,  and  with  such  incessant 
repetition,  every  imaginable  grievance 
which  every  Member  for  an  Irish  con- 
stituency can  have  to  complain  of  is  in 
reality  crippling  the  power  of  the  Go- 
vernment, crippling  their  physical  and 
mental  energies  to  devote  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Irish  questions  that  time 
and  that  care  and  patience  which  it  is 
their  highest  duty  and  their  highest  idea 
to  devote  to  them.  I  make  this  appeal 
to  hon.  Gentlemen,  and  ask  them  to  con- 
sider my  remarks  in  a  practical  spirit, 
and  to  believe  that  they  are  dictated  by 
no  other  desire  than  within  the  limits  of 
our  power,  and  within  the  limits  of  the 
mandate  we  have  received  from  the  eleo- 
tors,  to  attempt  as  rapid  a  development 
of  the  prosperity  of  Ireland  as  is  possible. 
Mh.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  I 
desire  to  say  one  or  two  words  in  reply 
to  the  remarks  of  the  noble  Lord  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Lord 
Randolph  Churchill).  I  did  not  ask  him, 
and  no  one  on  these  Benches  has  asked 
him,  to  complete  in  haste,  or  at  all,  the 
proposals  for  local  government  to  which 
he  bas  just  alluded.  What  I  referred 
to,  and  what  has  made  me  indignant, 
and  what  has  made  many  Members  on 
this  side  of  the  House  incUgnant,  is  that 


the  expenditure  of  three  and  a-half 
hours  of  the  time  of  the  Committee  in 
discussing  the  Vote  for  the  Local  Go- 
vernment Board,  should  be  denounced 
by  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  as  a 
preposterous  waste  of  time.  The  Local 
Government  Board  manages,  or  rather 
mismanages,  a  large  portion  of  the  most 
important  business  in  Ireland ;  and , 
therefore,  it  is  not  at  all  unreasonable 
that  three  and  a-half  hours  of  the  time  of 
the  Imperial  Parliament,  which  insists  on 
keeping  these  matters  within  its  control, 
should  be  occupied  in  discussing  the 
Vote  submitted  in  respect  of  it.  In 
past  years  this  expenditure  of  time 
upon  the  Vote  has  been  largely  ex- 
ceeded. The  noble  Lord  (Lord  Randolph 
Churchill)  must  bear  in  mind  that  if 
arguments  and  facts  have  been  repeated 
in  this  House  the  reason  is  very  obvious. 
It  is  very  well  known — every  Member  of 
Parliament,  whether  Tory,  Whig,  or  Na- 
tionalist, will  bear  me  out  in  this — that 
Members  of  Parliament  have  grievances 
of  a  local  character  pressed  on  their  at- 
tention constantly.  It  is  expected  by 
their  constituents  that  attention  will  be 
paid  to  these  local  grievances.  When 
the  House  is  in  Committee  is  just  the 
time  for  the  discussion  of  local  griev- 
ances ;  and  I  have  not  the  least  doubt 
that  the  constituents  of  hon.  Members  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  would  blame 
their  Representatives  severely  if  they  let 
such  an  opportunity  pass  unused.  That 
is  the  reason  why  hon.  Members  sitting 
on  these  Benches  sometimes  repeat  the 
same  argument.  I  think  the  noble  Lord 
will  be  very  fortunate  if  he  ever  suc- 
ceeds in  securiog  less  repetition  in  de- 
bate ;  and  certainly,  if  he  does  not  cease 
to  make  charges  against  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers, who  are  simply  endeavouring  to 
discharge  their  duty  to  the  best  of  their 
ability,  he  will  find  he  has  been  very 
fortunate  in  the  present  Session,  as  com- 
pared with  all  future  Sessions  of  this 
Parliament,  in  respect  of  the  time  con- 
sumed by  Irish  Members  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  Irish  Business. 

Mr.  MOLLOY  (King's  Co.,  Birr)  : 
The  speech  just  made  by  the  noble  Lord 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Lord 
Randolph  Churchill)  is,  no  doubt,  very 
interesting  in  itself.  It  is  difficult  to 
test  the  exact  value  of  the  words  which 
he  used.  He  spoke  of  the  intentions  of 
the  Gk>vemment  with  regard  to  pladog, 
in  the  futore,  all  thefe  matters  in  the 
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hands  of  the  Irish  Members,  and  he  told 
us  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  introduce  a  measure  having 
that  object  in  view  at  the  earliest  period — 
probably  next  Session.  Now,  that  state- 
ment may  mean  very  little,  or  it  may 
mean  a  great  deal ;  but  he  added  words 
which  induce  us  to  believe  it  means  very 
little.  He  said  that,  of  course,  the  Go- 
vernment must  act  within  the  limits  of 
the  mandate  of  the  electors.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers are  curious  to  know  what  those 
limits  are.  I  have  been  unable  to  as- 
certain those  limits.  The  noble  Lord 
has  asked  us  not  to  bring  forward  any 
grievances  that  we  may  have  to  raise 
upon  the  Votes  for  the  Board  of  Works 
and  Local  Government  Board  and  other 
Votes,  because  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  introduce  this  measure. 

Lord  RA.NDOLPH  CHUEOHILL: 
I  did  not  say  that.  I  said  that  certain 
measures  were  about  to  be  brought  for- 
ward, and  suggested  that  hon.  Members 
should  exercise  some  discretion  in  bring- 
ing forward  these  grievances. 

Mb.  MOLLOY  :  I  am  quite  prepared 
to  take  it  in  that  way — discretion  should 
be  exercised  in  bringing  forward  these 
grievances.  Probably  there  are  no  two 
Members  in  this  House  whose  discretion 
would  be  of  the  same  quality  and  cha- 
racter. The  real  point  is  this.  We  are 
asked  to  curtail  what  we  have  to  say 
upon  these  Estimates,  because  it  is  the 
intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  introduce  next  Session  some  measure 
im.der  which  these  great  spending  De- 
partments in  Ireland  will  be  under  the 
CQutrol  of  Irish  Members.  The  noble 
Lord  has  been  in  the  House  longer  than 
I  have,  and  yet  I  have  been  in  the 
House  long  enough  to  know  what  value 
is  to  be  attached  to  the  speech  which  he 
has  made.  He  assumes  that  the  mea- 
sure which  he  is  going  to  bring  in,  and 
on  account  of  which  we  are  to  shorten 
our  discussion,  is  one  we  are  going  to 
accept.  I  do  not  think  that  is  very  pro- 
bable from  what  the  noble  Lord  has 
said  ;  but  I  will  not  go  into  that  point. 
The  appeal  made  is  this — *'  We  intend  to 
do  something;  we  will  not  tell  you  any- 
thing about  it ;  but  we  appeal  to  you  not 
to  bring  forward  your  grievances,  at 
least  at  the  rate  which  you  are  doing 
now;''  and  then  the  noble  Lord  tel£ 
us  that  the  Government  are  always  most 
willing  to  do  anything  which  the  Irish 
.Members  may  require.    I  will  give  him 

Jfr.  Molloy 


an  instance  of  the  willingness  of  the^ 
English  Government  to  do  what  we  re- 
quire. For  three  years  I  have  been 
asking  for  a  little  work  to  be  done; 
little  as  regards  cost,  because  I  do  not 
suppose  it  would  entail  the  expenditure 
of  more  than  between  £10  and  £20. 
You  have  cut  a  canal  to  improve  the 
drainage  in  one  part  of  the  constituency 
I  represent.  Formerly  there  was  a  foot- 
bridge over  the  canal,  but  that  you  have 
taken  down  ;  and  now  the  people  have, 
in  getting  across  the  water,  to  make  a 
circuit  of  from  five  to  seven  miles.  For 
three  years  I  have  asked  that  this  bridge 
should  be  replaced.  The  first  statement 
was  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  the 
money.  I  pointed  out  then  that  wood 
enough  for  50  small  bridges  lies  rotting 
on  the  side  of  the  stream.  For  three 
years  I  have  asked  that  this  work  should 
be  done ;  and  for  three  years  I  have  been 
told,  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer has  told  us  to-night,  that  the  Go- 
vernment are  willing  to  do  everything 
which  the  Irish  Members  require.  We 
are  told  we  must  have  patience ;  but  this 
is  the  only  opportunity  we  have  in  the 
whole  course  of  the  year  of  bringing 
forward  these  grievances,  and  calling 
attention  to  the  mismanagement  of  locfu 
affairs  in  Ireland.  You  place  retired 
colonels  and  others  at  the  head  of  the 
Public  Departments  in  Ireland,  who 
know  no  more  about  the  work  to  be 
done  than  they  know  about  ballooning ; 
and  when  we  get  this  chance,  once 
a-year,  of  discussing  matters  which  are 
of  vital  importance  to  the  Irish  people 
we  are  asked  not  to  discuss  them,  and 
are  charged  with  obstruction  if  we  do. 
To  me  it  appears  that  if  we  do  not 
pound  away,  year  after  year,  at  the  mis- 
management of  Irish  affairs  we  can 
never  hope  to  obtain  an  improvement. 
If  the  measure  the  noble  Lord  is  goiuR 
to  introduce  is  to  remedy  matters,  and 
to  satisfy  the  national  aspirations  of  the 
people,  we  will  give  him  our  hearty  sup- 
port ;  and  he  and  the  House  of  Commons 
will  have  the  satisfaction  and  gratifica- 
tion of  never  hearing  again  of  the  mia- 
management  of  the  Board  of  Works. 

Thb  CHAIEM AN :  I  must  noint  out 
that  it  is  irregular  to  continue  mis  gene- 
ral discussion  on  the  special  Vote  now 
before  the  Committee,  which  is  the  Vote 
for  the  Public  Works  Office  in  Ireland. 

Mb.  QILHOOLT  (Cork,  W.) ;  I  de- 
sire to  direct  the  ftttention  of  the  ho&. 
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GFentleman  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury (Mr.  Jackson)  to  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity of  some  small  fishery  piers  on 
the  shores  of  Bantry  Bay.  Some  time 
ago  a  Memorial  was  sent  to  the  Trea- 
sury upon  the  subject;  but,  so  far,  no 
steps  have  been  taken  in  the  direction 
indicated.  Within  my  recollection 
many  fishermen  have  been  drowned 
owing  to  the  want  of  proper  landing 
accommodation  ;  indeed,  in  their  endea- 
vours to  secure  a  safe  landing,  2 1  lives 
have  been  lost  in  Bantry  Bay.  To  show 
the  absolute  necessity  for  the  erection 
of  a  pier  at  this  particular  spot,  I  may 
say  that  in  1880,  when  a  sum  of  money 
was  to  be  expended  in  relief  on  the 
Southern  shore  of  Bantry  Bay,  the  priest 
of  the  parish,  in  conjunction  with  the 
rector  of  the  locality,  thought  it  was 
most  advantageous  to  appropriate  the 
money  in  providing  the  means  of  haul- 
ing the  boats  on  shore,  in  order  to  save 
the  fiBhermen  going  long  distances  at 
g^eat  danger  to  their  lives.  This  is 
only  one 

The  chairman  :  I  must  point  out 
that  tlie  question  of  erecting  new 
work  does  not  properly  belong  to  this 
Vote. 

Mr.  QILHOOLY  :  I  will  pass  from 
that  subject,  and  direct  the  attention  of 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jack- 
son) to  the  mode  of  advancing  loans  to 
small  farmers  in  West  Cork.  These 
men  are  greatly  hampered  by  the  red 
tapeism  of  the  Board  of  Works.  Be- 
fore these  men  can  get  advances  of 
money  with  which  to  drain  land  or  re- 
claim land,  it  is  necessary  that  they 
should  produce  receipts  from  their  land- 
lords, showing  that  they  have  paid  their 
rents  up  to  the  customary  period  of  the 
estate.  Now  on  some  estates  the  custom 
of  hanging  gale  prevails,  and  on  others 
it  does  not  prevail ;  and  I  may  point  out 
that  where  a  farmer  has  incurred  the 
displeasure  of  the  landlord  or  agent, 
possibly  for  voting  against  the  nominee 
of  the  landlord  or  agent  at  a  Poor  Law 
election,  it  invariably  turns  out  that  the 
landlord  and  agent  refuse  to  sign  the 
certificate  for  the  tenant  that  the  rent 
has  been  paid  up  to  the  customary 
period  of  the  estate.  I  consider  that  a 
great  hardship,  and  I  appeal  to  the  GK>- 
vernment  to  put  a  stop  to  it,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, to  make  a  regulation  that  where 
the  tenant  has  paid  the  rent  np  to  the 
year  previous  and  is  solvent,  the  Trea- 


sury will  take  into  consideration  his 
position,  and  grant  him  a  loan  without 
requiring  a  receipt  either  from  the  land- 
lord or  his  agent.  There  are  other 
questions  I  should  like  to  refer  to,  but 
I  will  postpone  reference  to  them. 

Mb.  PINKEETON  (Galway) :  I  will 
trespass  but  a  short  time  upon  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee.  I  recognize 
the  very  evident  desire  shown  by  the 
Government  to  act  fairly  towards  Ire- 
land in  certain  respects.  I  do  not  know 
whether  to  attribute  that  desire  to  a 
wish  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
apply  a  sort  of  soothing  syrup  to  the 
Irish  people.  The  question  of  public 
works  is  one  which  affects  men  who 
have  foolishly  returned  supporters  of  the 
Government ;  and  I  think  that  if  there 
are  any  parts  of  Ireland  which  have  a 
strong  claim  on  the  Gt)vernment  they 
are  the  portions  of  Antrim  and  Derry 
affected  oy  the  Bann  drainage.  The 
drainage  works  were  destined  to  dis- 
charge a  supply  of  water  amounting  to 
400,000  cubic  feet  per  minute.  Since 
that  time  the  arterial  drainage  of  the 
district 

Thb  CHAIEMAN:  The  works  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  refers  were  exe- 
cuted many  years  ago,  and  have  passed 
out  of  the  power  of  the  Works  Com- 
missioners, who  have  no  control  over 
them  at  present. 

Mr.  PINKERTON  :  I  suppose  I  am 
quite  within  Order.  I  see  there  is  a 
certain  amount  annually  granted  for  the 
preservation  of  ancient  monuments,  and 
I  suppose  these  works  are  monuments 
of  the  incapacity  of  the  Board  of 
A^orks. 

The  CHAIEMAN :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber is,  of  course,  aware  that  that  is  an 
inappropriate  allusion. 

Mr.  PINKEETON:  These  works 
were  executed  at  great  cost,  and  the 
superintendence  of  them  rests  with  the 
Inspectors  of  the  Board  of  Works.  I 
intend  to  move  the  reduction  of  this  Vote 
by  the  sum  of  £500,  for  I  maintain  it  is 
simply  disgraceful  that  the  Government 
should  ask  for  time  to  consider  this 
question. 

The  CHAIEMAN :  The  question  the 
hon.  Member  desires  to  raise  is  a  ques- 
tion of  the  total  alteration  of  this  very 
drainage  system,  which  is  beyond  the 
power  and  control  of  the  Board  of  Works. 
The  question  is  not  pertinent  to  the  Vote 
at  air. 
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Mr.  PINKEETON  :  Mr.  Courtney, 
I  have  taken  counsel  on  this  matter,  and 
am  advised  it  would  be  better  to  bring 
it  up  on  this  specific  Vote.  I  do  not  ask 
the  Government  to  spend  a  single  \d,y 
at  the  same  time  they  should  remove  the 
obstruction  which  exists 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber must  be  aware  that  at  present  these 
works  are  not  within  the  power  of  the 
Board  of  Works  at  all. 

Mr.  PINKEETON:  Mr.  Courtney, 
the  noble  Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  (Lord  Bandolph  Churchill) 
said  the  Government  desire  to  get  as 
much  information  as  possible  withregard 
to  the  benefit  that  would  accrue  from  the 
inquiry  they  intend  to  hold ;  and  I  wish 
modestly  to  suggest  to  the  Government 
that  they  have  within  their  power  the 
means  of  conferring  a  material  boon 
upon  this  district.  I  beg  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Government  to  this  par- 
ticular circumstance 

The  CHAIEMAN :  Order,  order ! 

Mr.  MUEPHY(Dublin,  St.  Patrick's) : 
I  would  have  liked  to  give  some  reasons 
why  the  remarks  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  do  not  influence  me,  as 
they  do  not  influence  other  Members 
sitting  on  these  Benches,  as  to  the  length 
at  which  they  should  discuss  these 
Irish  Estimates;  but,  bowing  to  your 
ruling  that  that  question  must  not  bo 
gone  into,  I  will  not  dwell  further  upon 
it.  There  are,  however,  several  matters 
connected  with  the  administration  of  the 
Board  of  Works  to  which  I  wish  to  refer. 
For  instance,  I  desire  to  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  Jackson)  to  the  erection  of  married 
Constabulary  quarters  in  the  Phoenix 
Park.  Two  acres  of  land  in  one  of  the 
most  ornamental  parts  of  the  Park  has 
been  taken  on  which  to  erect  these 
buildings.  The  Phoenix  Park  is  one  of 
the  most  attractive  and  interesting  places 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dublin ;  the 
people  take  great  pride  in  it  and  use  it 
very  largely.  Four  hundred  acres  of  the 
Park  have  already  been  taken  for  one 
purpose  or  another.  The  appropriation 
of  the  two  acres  for  the  erection  of 
Constabulary  quarters  was  the  subject  of 
a  discussion  in  the  last  Parliament  raised 
by  Mr.  Healy,  who  was  then  the  Mem- 
ber for  South  Berry.  In  answer  to  Mr. 
Healy  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
then  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  H. 
H.  Fowler)  said  nothing  further  would 


be  done  in  connection  with  the  erection 
of  these  buildings  until  additional  in- 
quiries had  been  made  on  the  subject,  and 
I  understood  him  to  say  that  he  would 
communicate    further    to    this    House 
when  those  inquiries  were  completed. 
It  was  also  stated  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  the  reason  why  this  par- 
ticular piece  of  ground  was  selected  for 
the  married  Constabulary  quarters  was 
that  no  other  ground  was  available.    I 
have  recently  examined  the  locality,  and 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  suit- 
able ground  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
this  site.   The  only  difi'erence  between 
the  two  sites  was  that  one  would  have 
to  be  paid  for  and  the  other  would  be 
taken  from  the  public  without  any  pay- 
ment whatever.  As  the  Eepresentative 
of  one  of  the  Divisions  of  Dublin,  I  pro- 
test in  the   strongest  possible  manner 
against  the  filching  away  of  a  single 
yard  of  the    public    property  in    the 
Phoenix    Park.      The   site    on    which 
these  quarters  are  being  built  is  quite 
dose  to  one  of   the  entrances  to  the 
Park ;  it  is  one  of  the  most  charming 
parts  of  the  whole  Park,   which    will 
be  greatly  disfigured   if   these  build- 
ings are  put  up.    I  trust  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  will  turn 
his  attention  to  this    question   imme- 
diately.    The  erection  of  the  buildings 
has  reached  only  a  few  feet  over  the 
ground,  and  I  think  it  would  not  be  yet 
too  late  to  put  a  stop  to  the  project  and 
save  the  public  rights  over  these  two 
acres.     I  also  desire  to  direct  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  attention  to  the  system  of 
contracts  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Works. 
This  question  was  also  raised  in  the  last 
Parliament,  and  I  do  not  think  that  the 
answers  which  were  put  in  the  mouth  of 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  were  either 
ingenuous  or  honest.    The  practice  was 
for  the  furniture  clerk  to  make  the  pur- 
ohases  upon  his  own  responsibility,  upon 
any  terms  he  pleased,  for  all  the  Public 
Offices — for  the  Vice  Begal  Lodge,  for 
the  Castle,  and  for  every  building  under 
the   control  of   the  Board  of    Works. 
Six  or  seven  years  ago  contracts  were 
entered  into  for  some  items  of  furniture, 
but  the  contracts  were  not  renewed,  and 
they  became  quite  obsolete,  and  furni- 
ture was  bought  by  the  furniture  clerk, 
wherever  and  on  whatever  terms  lie 
wished,  without  any  apparent  check.    I 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to  see 
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if  these  contracts  have  been  renewed 
since  the  question   was  raised  in  the 
last  Parliament.      The  administration 
of   Acts    entrusted   to   the   Board   by 
Parliament — Acts  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance to   the   people  of    Ireland — 
have  been  made   the   subject    of   the 
gravest  complaint,  and  with  very  good 
cause.     I  have  had  some  experience  of 
the  mode  of  dealing  with  Acts  bj  the 
Board  of  Works,   and  I  can  say  that 
those  Acts  were  never  administered  in 
the  spirit  in  which  they  were  passed  by 
the  Legislature.     The  Board  never  gave 
people  information  as  to  how  those  Acts 
could  be  availed  of ;  no  facilities,  or  even 
advice,  would  the  Board  offer ;  but  they 
raised    crotchets    and    obstructions    in 
every  way  they  could  in  the  way  of  the 
working  of  Acts,  the  administration  of 
which  was  entrusted  to  their  care.   That 
is  the  experience  of  everyone  who  has 
had  much  to  do  with  the  Irish  Board  of 
Works.     Of  the  works  that  have  been 
carried  out  under  the  Board  I  do  not 
propose  to  speak.     A  great   many  of 
them  have  been  conspicuous  failures; 
but,    on    the    other    hand,    they  have 
sometimes   executed    good    work,    and 
they  do  not  deserve  the  sweeping  con- 
demnation they  have  received  for  every- 
thing they  have  done.   They  were  liable 
to    err,    as    all    other    engineers  are, 
from  want  of  judgment  in  forming  a 
plan,  want  of  genius  or  superior  skill 
on    the   part  of  the  engineer  or  archi- 
tect ;  but  what  I  specially  call  attention 
to  is  the  legal  action  of   the  Board — 
their  setting  themselves  deliberately  to 
obstruct  and  delay  the  operation  of  Acts 
entrusted  to  them  to  administer.     One 
instance  I  will  give  of  a  gross  character. 
The  Land  Act  of   1881,  as  everybody 
knows,  empowers  Sub- Commissioners  to 
order  the  tenants  to  build  labourers'  cot- 
tages on  farms  where  judicial  rents  are 
fixed ;  and  in  order  to  enable  the  building 
of  those  labourers'  cottages  there  were 
provisions  in  that  or  some  subsequent 
Act  authorizing  the  Board  of  Works  to 
advance  money  to  tenants  for  the  pur- 
pose.    Now,    if  a    tenant  obtained  a 
farm  upon  a  statutory  lease,  which  is 
practically  a  lease  for  ever,  he  had  a 
substantial  security,  and  obtained   ad- 
vances for  drainage  and  other  purposes, 
with    such     restrictions,    unreasonable 
enough   in  themselves,  as  those  men- 
tioned by  an  hon.  Member  a  short  time 
since,  and  on  condition  that  he  could 


show  receipt  for   the  payment  of  his 
last  half-year's  rent ;  but  when  a  tenant 
applied  to  the  Board  of  Works  seeking 
assistance  to  build  the  labourer's  cottage 
and  to  carry    out    the   orders  of  the 
Sub-Commissioners,  the  Board  refused 
that  assistance  unless  the  landlord  con- 
sented and  entered  with  the  tenant  into  a 
joint  bond  as  security  for  the  loan.    That 
was  Board  of  Works  law,  for,  as  far  as  I 
can  ascertain,  there  was  no  warrant  for 
it  in  Act  of  Parliament.     One  case  came 
under  my  notice  in  which  a  man  was 
unable  to  build  the  houses  ordered  by 
the   Commissioners,  and  he  applied  to 
the  Board  of  Works ;   but  the  Board 
refused  the  advance  unless  the  landlord 
joined  in  the  security,  and  this,  as  I  have 
said,  not  being  forthcoming,  the  tenant, 
in  the  result,  was  rendered  liable  to  a 
heavy  penalty,  at  the  suit  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians,  that  might  have  been  en- 
forced against  him,  and  finally  he  had 
to  borrow  the  money  at  a  heavier  rate 
of  interest  elsewhere  to  build  the  house, 
and    was    saved    from    the    penalties, 
amounting  to  £100,  only  by  the  for- 
bearance of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 
In  another  case  in  the  West  of  Ire- 
land there  was  another  illustration  of 
the  difficulties  raised  by  the  Board  of 
Works.    A  Catholic  priest  was  unable 
to  obtain  on  the  estate  of  Lord  Lecon- 
field  a  site  for  the  erection  of  a  school- 
room for  the  children  of  his  district, 
except  upon  conditions  with  regard  to 
the  control  and    management   of    the 
schools,  which  the  priest  very  properly 
refused — the  conditions  I  will  not  go 
into,  for  they  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  particular  point  I  am  illustrating. 
An  opportunity  offered   for  the    pur- 
chase of  a  tenant's  interest  in  a  hold- 
ing   for    which    a   judicial   rent   had 
been  fixed ;  and,  having  acquired  this, 
the  priest  thought  that  on  the  security 
of  his  holding  he  could  obtain  from  the 
Board  of  Works  an  advance  for  the 
building  of  his  school.    But  the  Board 
of  Works,  without  giving  any  reason 
beyond  saying  they  were  advised  they 
could  not  advance  the  money,  refused 
the  application,  and  the  consequence  was 
that  the  priest  could  not  provide  a  school 
much  required  in  the  village.    What 
warrant  the  Board  of  Works  had  for 
their  decision  I  do  not  know.     But  I 
repeat  that  the  Board  and  their  Law 
Advisers  construed  every  Act  of  Par- 
liament in  the  narrowest  possible  spirit ; 
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and  as  a  result  of  their  policy  many 
useful  Acts  became  dead  letters,  and 
many  others  fell  far  short  of  the  bene- 
fit they  were  intended  to  confer  when 
they  were  passed.  I  would  impress 
upon  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  the 
necessity  of  looking  into  matters  of  this 
kind,  and  of  having  the  legal  decisions 
of  the  Board  of  Works  in  several 
matters  reviewed,  and  I  would  also  beg 
to  caution  him  against  accepting  every 
statement  he  received  from  the  Depart- 
ment as  gospel,  when  he  had  occasion 
to  make  answers  to  Questions  in  this 
House. 

Mb.  p.  McDonald  (Sligo,  N.)  :  I 
wish  to  call  attention  to  one  of  these 
pieces  of  work  carried  out  by  the  Board 
of  Works,  and  which  have  been  rightly 
described  by  an  hon  Member  as  ancient 
monuments  of  the  incapacity  of  the 
Board.  I  refer  to  the  harbour  of  Ennis- 
orone.  In  1883  the  Eeport  of  the  Board 
described  the  works  as  in  a  flourishing 
condition,  as  those  Heports  always  did. 
65  piers  and  harbours,  the  Report 
said,  were  in  course  of  construction,  and 
82  were  under  contract.  Again,  in  the 
Beport  of  this  year,  Enniscrone  Pier 
was  referred  to  as  progressiug.  But 
how  is  it  progressing  r  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton),  a  few 
days  since,  asked  a  Question  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  he  was  told  by  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  that  the  works  had  ceased 
— temporarily  ceased — in  consequence  of 
bad  weather,  and  also  in  consequence  of 
want  of  labour. 

The  SEOEETARY  to  the  TEEA- 
SUEY  (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.) :  I 
have  no  recollection  of  having  said  that. 
I  think  the  hon.  Member  has  a  wrong 
impression. 

Mr.  p.  McDonald  .*  I  am  speaking 
from  memory ;  but,  unquestionably,  the 
weather  is  a  constant  excuse  in  Ireland, 
and  I  think  the  Board  of  Works  have 
made  use  of  it  in  common  with  many 
other  people.  What  the  Eeport  for 
next  year  may  be  I  cannot  say ;  but 
probably  it  will  be  that  the  work  is  pro- 
gressing favourably,  though  the  work 
should  have  been  completed  last  October. 
I  would  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
stimulate  the  Board  of  Works,  and  got 
their  officer  to  give  the  necessary  atten- 
tion to  the  subject,  so  that  before  the 
coming  winter  the  necessary  work  may 
be  completed,  and  the  fishermen  of  the 
distriot  may  be  afforded  the  means  of 
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carrying  on  their  difficult  labour.  I  also 
desire  to  supplement  the  remarks  of  m  j 
hon.  Friend  in  reference  to  the  furniture 
contract  of  the  Board.  I  have  drawn 
attention  to  the  subject  in  the  House, 
and  I  have  elicited  the  fact  that  the 
practice  of  the  Board  of  Works  is  to 
send  round  to  a  limited  few — some  half- 
dozen  specially  favoured  contractors  in 
Dublin,  and  these  have  the  special  pri- 
vilege alone  of  applying,  as  they  alone 
have  the  means  offered  of  tendering  for 
the  work.  I  was  pleased  to  have  from 
the  late  G-overnment  a  promise  that  this 
practice  shall  no  longer  continue,  and  I 
hope  that  the  present  Government  will 
equally  carry  out  the  desirable  object 
that  this  work  shall  be  thrown  open  for 
general  contract,  all  traders  in  Dublin 
having  equal  right  to  tender.  I  can 
say  of  the  Board  of  Works  that  they 
mar  and  mismanage  everything  they 
touch.  The  Irish  are,  perhaps,  the  most 
Board- governed  people  in  the  world; 
but  the  worst  of  all  the  Boards  that 
govern  them  is  the  Board  of  Works. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Dublin  said  very 
truly,  awhile  ago,  that  when  the  Com- 
missioners were  entrusted  with  the  carry- 
ing out  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  instead 
of  interpreting  that  Act  according  to  the 
wishes  of  those  who  passed  it  in  the 
fullest  and  most  liberal  sense,  they 
rather  sought  to  narrow  it  down  to  the 
smallest  limits,  throwing  every  obstacle 
possible  in  the  operation  of  the  Act.  It 
is  their  endeavour  how  not  to  do  it, 
rather  than  to  discharge  the  duty  in- 
trusted to  them — ^rather  to  prevent  than 
assist  the  carrying  of  an  Act  into  effect. 
I  hope  the  attention  which  has  been 
drawn  to  the  matter  will  have  some 
effect  on  the  work  on  Enniscrone  Pier. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  I 
have  to  call  attention  to  a  small  matter 
which  arises  in  connection  with  the  Vote. 
The  Board  of  Works  have  taken  posses- 
sion of  the  revenues  of  Gtdway  Harbour. 
That  harbour  consists  of  a  wet  dock ;  but 
loaded  vessels  have  to  lighten  in  the 
roads  and  reduce  their  draught  of  14  or 
15  feet  before  they  can  enter.  Now  the 
Board  of  Works,  since  they  have  as- 
sumed authoritv,  have  allowed  a  sand 
bank  to  accumulate  outside  the  dock,  to 
the  great  inconvenience,  aslaminformed, 
of  those  bringing  vessels  into  port.  The 
cost  of  removing  the  sand  bank  will  not 
be  more  than  from  £50  to  £100,  an  ex- 
penditure to  which  I  anticipate  thers 
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will  be  no  sort  of  objection  ;  and  having 
called  attention  to  the  subject,  I  hope 
the  Board  of  Works,  as  the  Harbour 
Authority,  will  provide  the  desired  re- 
medv. 

Mr.  HAYDEN  (Leitrim,  S.) :  I  have 
to  complain  of  the  action  of  the  Board 
of  Works  in  relation  to  the  Town  Com- 
missioners of  Roscommon,  who  applied 
for  a  loan  from  the  Reproductive  Loan 
Fund,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a 
site  for  the  building  of  a  Town  Hall, 
and  for  other  purposes.  After  allowing 
eight  or  nine  months  to  elapse,  the  Board 
of  Works  would  only  sanction  the  loan 
on  conditions  that  took  away  all  the  ad- 
vantages conferred  by  the  Act,  requiring 
repayment  of  the  principal  within  25 
years  instead  of  35,  and  charging  the 
maximum  rate  of  interest,  2^  per  cent. 
Under  the  terms  imposed,  the  yearly 
payments  would  be  nearly  double  what 
they  would  be  if  the  Board  of  Works 
acted  in  accordance  with  the  spirit 
of  the  Act  passed  at  the  instance 
of  the  Member  for  North  Roscom- 
mon (Mr.  O'Kelly).  When  the  Act 
was  passing  there  was  a  proposal  made 
that  the  rate  of  interest  should  be 
1  per  cent ;  but  this  was  resisted  on  the 
understanding  that  only  as  a  maximum 
rate  would  the  Board  charge  2^  per 
cent.  I  hope  this  matter  will  be  en- 
quired into,  and  that  the  rules  will  be 
relaxed  to  allow  of  the  operation  of 
the  Act  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was 
framed. 

Mb.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.) :  I  feel  it 
my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Committee  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  Ballinamore 
Canal.  This  canal,  some  years  ago, was 
constructed  by  the  Board  of  .Works ; 
they  were  their  own  contractors,  and 
when  they  thought  the  work  was  finished 
they  passed  the  works,  sending  down  an 
engineer  of  their  own,  who  gave  a  cer- 
tificate from  the  Board  to  the  Board  as 
contractors.  But  it  turns  out  that  from 
that  time  until  the  present  it  has  been 
a  canal  without  water  in  some  portions, 
and  the  bridges  have  been  built  so  low 
that  when  the  canal  is  full  there  is  not 
room  for  the  traffic  to  pass  under; 
and  so  it  remains  a  memorial  of 
genius  and  ability,  not  to  say  the  in- 
tegrity and  honesty,  of  the  Board  of 
Works  from  that  day  to  now !  I  notice 
in  the  Estimate  an  item  of  £200  for 
Special  Allowances.     I  do  not  know  if 


that  is  a  similar  sum  to  that  given  to 
the  Board  of  Works  for  the  certificate 
erroneously  declaring  this  canal  finished ; 
but  I  hope  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
will  see  to  this,  and  take  care  that  in  any 
schemes  for  the  development  of  the  re- 
sources of  Ireland  in  the  future  this 
canal  so  imperfectly  constructed  by  the 
Board  of  Works,  and  passed  by  the 
Board  of  Works,  shall  be  perfected  and 
put  into  working  order.  If,  under  a 
different  state  of  affairs,  any  improve- 
ment in  the  future  of  Ireland's  trade 
and  commerce  should  take  place — and  I 
expect  it — I  should  not  like  to  see  the 
water  ways  neglected  and  dismantled. 
I  know  that  in  regard  to  this  canal 
I  differ  from  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Oavan  (Mr.  Biggar),  yet  I 
maintain  that  if  Ireland  is  properly 
governed  there  will  be  no  road  or 
water  way  that  will  not  ultimately 
have  sufficient  trade  and  traffic.  The 
Ballinamore  Canal  should  not  be  dis- 
mantled until  it  is  proved  to  be  utterly 
worthless  and  useless.  But  it  has  never 
been  put  into  proper  working  order,  and 
therefore  cannot  be  said  to  have  failed. 
Another  point  to  which  I  wish  to  call 
attention  is  in  relation  to  the  light  rail- 
way from  Beturbet  to  Ballinamore. 
During  the  last  Administration  I  asked 
several  Questions  in  relation  to  the  rail- 
way bridges  across  this  canal,  and  I  re- 
ceived an  assurance,  which  I  hope  the 
present  Administration  will  renew,  that 
these  bridges  should  be  of  such  a  height 
that  the  water  traffic  would  not  be 
impeded. 

Mb.  DONAL  SULLIVAN  (West- 
meath,  S.) :  Mr.  Courtney,  it  is  well 
known  that  in  Ireland  there  is  not  a 
more  unpopular  Body  than  the  Board 
of  Works — no  Board  more  inefficient, 
or  that  gives  more  intense  dissatis- 
faction in  all  parts  of  the  Island. 
No  individual  ever  has  transactions 
with  the  Board  who  does  not  com- 
plain bitterly  of  its  delay,  obstruction, 
and  inefficiency.  By  way  of  calling 
attention  to  this  in  an  effectual  manner 
I  will  move  that  the  Vote  for  Salaries 
of  Chairman  and  Commissioners  be  re- 
duced by  £1,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put, 

"That  a  ■am,  not  exceeding  £17,659,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year  ending  on 
the  aiflt  day  of  Mazoh  1887,  for  the  8alaiiM 
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and  Expenses  of  the  Office  of  Fablio  Works  in 
Ireland."— (Jlfr.  Donal  Sullivan.) 

The  Committee  divided : — ^Ayes  72  ; 
Noes  155:  Majority  83. — (Div.  List, 
No.  35.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  W.  J.  OOEBET  (Wicklow,  E.) : 
I  am  sorry  again  to  have  to  refer  to  the 
Arklow  Harbour  works;  but  I  shall 
be  glad  to  have  from  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  an  assurance  that  the 
people  of  the  district  shall  not  be 
mulcted  in  further  expenses  in  conse- 
quence of  the  blunders  of  the  Board  of 
Works  in  connection  with  these  works. 
I  will  not  detain  the  Committee  at 
length ;  but  the  facts  are  as  follows : — 
The  Treasury  gave  a  grant  of  £15,000 
and  a  loan  of  £20,000  for  making  this 
harbour,  and  the  works  were  carried 
out  on  the  plan  of  the  Board  of  Works 
in  spite  of  the  very  strongly  expressed 
objections  to  that  plan  from  the  people 
of  Arklow.  All  this  has  been  explained 
in  Parliament.  The  result  is  that  the 
pier  went  to  pieces  under  the  first  stress 
of  bad  weather.  The  Treasury  sent 
down  special  engineers,  Messrs.  Steven- 
son and  Stoney,  and  from  their  Report 
on  the  matter  it  appears  that  a  further 
expenditure  of  £10,000  will  be  required. 
Now,  I  want  to  get  an  assurance  from 
the  hon.  Gentleman  that  this  extra 
sum  will  not  be  added  to  the  £20,000 
which  the  ratepayers  of  the  district  have 
undertaken  to  pay.  I  think  it  would  be 
exceedingly  unfair  that  when  the  people 
of  the  district  have  pointed  out  the  mis- 
taken plan  upon  which  the  Board  of 
Works  are  proceeding,  and  when  in  the 
event  it  turns  out  that  the  people  are 
right  and  the  Board  of  Works  are  wrong, 
it  would  be  unreasonable  to  call  upon 
the  people  to  make  up  this  extra  sum. 
I  am  glad  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Ban- 
dolph  Churchill)  is  present  to  hear  the 
appeal ;  and  I  trust  that  such  an  act  of 
injustice  will  not  be  perpetrated  under 
such  circumstances. 

Mb.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.):  I 
once  heard  a  Government  official  in  Ire- 
land say  the  Board  of  Works  were  in- 
spired and  directed  by  a  diabolical  in- 
genuity to  do  wrong.  There  has  been 
no  lack,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  of 
illustrations  of  the  perversity,  incapa- 
city, and  I  may  say  the  malignity,  of  that 
Board.  Yet  Irish  Members  have  only 
^succeeded  in  evoking  from  the  Treasury 


Bench  charges  of  Obstruction.  We  are 
charged  with  wasting  the  time  of  the 
House  because  we  have  devoted  the 
greater  part  of  a  Wednesday  Sitting 
to  discussing  the  action  of  two  Boards 
which  have  the  management  of  the 
greater  part  of  Irish  affairs.  As  the 
most  practical  protest  in  my  power 
against  this  system  of  meeting  the  just 
and  well-founded  complaints  of  Irish 
Members,  I  beg  to  move  the  total  re- 
jection of  this  Vote. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'*That  the  Vote  be  omitted."— (Jfr. 
daney.) 

Mb.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Fer- 
managh,  N.):  I  desire  to  add  my  voice 
to  that  of  my  hon.  Friend  in  the  ex- 
pression of  a  hope  that  injustice  will 
not  be  done  to  the  people  of  Arklow  by 
laying  upon  them  the  burden  of  a  large 
sum  of  money  not  contemplated  in  the 
first  estimate  of  the  works,  simply  be- 
cause the  Board  of  Works  have  blun- 
dered and  acted  in  defiance  of  the  advice 
and  experience  of  the  people  of  the  dis- 
trict, it  was  decided  that  a  pier  was  to 
be  erected,  and  plans  were  discussed  as 
to  the  best  method  to  adopt.  The  people 
of  the  district,  fishermen  for  whom  the 
harbour  was  to  be  built,  were  strongly 
of  opinion  that  the  plan  of  the  engineer 
of  the  Board  of  Works  was  not  the 
proper  plan.  They  protested  again  and 
again  against  the  work  being  prooeeded 
with  on  that  plan,  and  yet,  in  spite  of 
the  protests  of  the  people  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  all  the  local  droum- 
stances,  the  Board  of  Works  went  dog- 
gedly on.  Then  the  pier  was  wreeked, 
and  it  was  proved  beyond  doubt  that  the 
disaster  occurred  in  consequence  of  the 
advice  and  wishes  of  the  people  of  Ark- 
low being  disregarded.  The  expendi- 
ture of  a  further  sum  was  necessary ;  bat 
the  outlay  should  not  fall  upon  the 
people,  who  have  contributed  a  large 
amount  which  the  eng^eer  has  wastcMl. 
The  Board  of  Works  should  provide  the 
further  sum  required.  At  all  events,  I 
hope  something  will  be  said  from  Uie 
Treasury  Bench  by  way  of  assurance 
that  the  Arklow  people  shall  not  suffer 
the  loss.  In  reference  to  the  charge  of 
waste  of  time,  I  will  say  that  there  is 
not  a  single  Irish  Member  who  has 
spoken  this  day  who  was  not  actuated 
simply  by  the  desire  to  ventilate  what 
the  Lish  people  consider  grievanoee; 
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and  to  be  told  bj  the  First  Official  in 
Ireland  that  they,  the  Representatives 
of  the  people,  are  wasting  the  time  of 
the  House,  is  insulting  language  the 
Irish  people  will  know  how  to  appre- 
ciate. 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
BURY  (Ur,  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.):  I 
am  sure  hon.  Members  who  have  argued 
generally  and  specifically  to  show  that  the 
Board  of  Works  is  wanting  in  efficiency 
will  hardly  expect  me  to  follow  them  in 
detail.  I  hope  hon.  Members  will  ac- 
cept my  assurance  that  although  upon 
many  points  raised  I  have  not  answered 
them,  yet  I  have  noted  all  the  instances, 
and  I  will,  so  far  as  I  can,  personally 
inquire  into  them.  At  Arklow  Harbour 
work  is  proceeding.  I  do  not  quite 
understand  the  present  position,  and 
will  make  inquiries.  I  can  hardly  be 
expected  at  a  moment's  notice  to  state 
whether  the  additional  expenditure  to 
which  reference  has  been  made  shall  be 
made  a  charge  upon  Arklow  or  not. 
But,  generally,  I  may  say  the  Govern- 
ment took  the  best  means  at  their  dis- 
posal to  ascertain  what  were  the  wishes 
of  the  people  of  the  district ;  and,  so  far 
as  I  know,  it  was  in  accordance  with 
these  that  the  works  for  one  pier  were 
by  my  Predecessor  ordered  to  proceed. 
I  have  made  a  note  of  all  the  oojections 
urged,  and  will  see  that  every  case  is 
fairly  met. 

Mb.  BARRY  (Wexford,  S.) :  I  should 
like  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  to  a  promise  made  by 
his  Predecessor  in  reference  to  the  har- 
bour works  at  Wexford.  There  was  a 
strong  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  with  the 
plan  of  the  engineers  to  the  Board  of 
Works,  and  after  the  experience  of  Ark- 
low there  was  justifiable  apprehension 
that  the  works  at  Kilmore  would  not  be 
durable.  The  late  Chief  Secretary  said 
a  Government  engineer  should  be  sent 
to  make  an  inspection ;  and  I  should 
like  to  get  from  the  hon.  Gentleman  a 
renewal  of  the  promise  that  a  really 
competent  engineer  should  be  sent  to 
inspect  the  works  during  their  progress. 

Mb.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.):  I 
do  not  suppose  that  I  shall  get  credit 
for  any  such  motive,  but,  as  I  have  no 
wish  to  occupy  time  unnecessarily,  I 
will  not  push  my  objection  to  the  Vote 
to  a  division  at  this  hour  of  the  day. 

Db.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  I 
would  direct  the  hon.  Gentleman's  at- 
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tention  to  the  harbour  of  Newcastlei 
County  Down,  which  is  grossly  mis- 
managed by  the  Board  of  Works.  By 
the  works  undertaken  a  bank  has  been 
created  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour 
which  prevents  the  harbour  being 
turned  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
constructed.  According  to  the  original 
designs  a  thorough  system  of  dredging 
was  to  have  been  carried  out ;  but  the 
neglect  of  this  has  rendered  the  harbour 
almost  useless. 

Mb.  0^ACKS9N  :  This  shall  have  a 
place  among  points  upon  which  inquiry 
shall  be  made. 

Mb.  BARRY:  I  would  remind  the 
hon.  Gentleman  that  he  has  not  made 
the  promise  for  which  he  has  been  asked 
in  reference  to  the  Wexford  works. 

Mb.  JACKSON:  Without  knowing 
what  the  promise  is,  it  would  be  rash 
for  me  to  undertake  to  carry  it  out. 
But  I  will  undertake  to  ascertain  what 
my  Predecessor  did  promise,  and  then 
I  can  say  whether  I  can  see  that  promise 
fulfilled. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

''That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £6,126,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  snm 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  for  the 
Salaries  and  Expenses  in  the  Departoient  of 
the  Registrar  General  of  Births,  &o.,  and  the 
Expenses  of  the  Collection  of  Agricultural  and 
other  Statistics  in  Ireland." 

Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal, E.) :  I  am  rather  sorry  to  have  to 
araw  attention  to  the  Vote  at  this  par- 
ticular time,  for  I  am  afraid  I  can  hiurdly 
meet  the  justice  of  the  case  within  the 
few  minutes  left  for  Business.  I  should 
not  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  do  so  were  it 
not  for  the  fact  that,  during  the  last 
Parliament,  1  endeavoured  to  obtain  the 
consent  of  the  Treasury  and  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  to  the 
deferring  of  any  definitive  decision  as 
to  the  reorganization  of  this  particular 
Office  until  the  House  had  an  op* 
portunity  of  considering  the  matter. 
Therefore  I  feel  hound,  knowing  the 
interest  taken  in  it  in  Ireland,  to  bring 
the  matter  forward.  It  will  be  seen  that 
for  this  service  the  sum  taken  last  year 
is  £16,126,  and  the  Vote  in  the  present 
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▼ear  is  of  precisely  the  same  amount, 
it  will,   therefore,   appear  to    anyone 
casually  looking  at  it,  that  there  has 
been    no    alteration    in    the    staff  of 
the  Department;   but,   as  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  whole  Department  has  been 
thoroughly  altered  and  what  is  called 
reorganized — reorganized    in    such    a 
manner  that,  with  the  same  total  sum, 
yet  the  manner  of  its  distribution  is 
altogether   different,  differently  distri- 
buted, to  an  extent  as  to  amount  to  a 
most  flagrant  and  disgraceful  job,  a 
distribution  altogether  in  the  interests 
of  a  very  small  number  of  senior  and 
superior  officials,  and  to  the  detriment  of 
the  great  body  of  the  clerks  in  the  Office. 
The  staff  of  the  Office  consisted,  until 
last  December,   or  until  April  of  the 
present  year  rather,  of  the  Eegistrar 
General,   the   Secretary,   who    is    also 
Assistant     [Registrar     General,      nine 
Superintendents,  and  the  clerical  staff. 
This    clerical    staff,    consists    of    two 
first-class,  nine  second-class,  and  eight 
third-class  clerks.    That  there  was  need 
of    reorganization    is    unquestionable. 
The  whole  of  the  third-class  are  men  of 
long  service,  ranging  from   18  to  23 
years,    and    they    have    been    at    the 
maximum  of  their  pay,  which  is  only 
£200  a-year,  for  a  great  number  of  years. 
It  is  perfectly  plain,  then,  that  there  was 
need  of  reorganization.     These  junior 
clerks  made  representations  at  different 
times  of  the  grievances  under  which 
they  suffered,   and    Oommission    after 
Oommission  held    inquiry    and    made 
recommendations  all  in  the  direction  of 
improving  the  condition  of  the  juniors. 
But,  when  the  work  of  reorganization 
was  actually  taken  in  hand,  the  interests 
of  these  men  were  most  scandalously 
disregarded,     and    the     only    persons 
benefited  at  all  were  the  Secretarv  and 
two  or  three  of  the  superior  officials.    I 
desire  to  draw  the  attention    of    the 
Oommittee  to  the  fact  that  the  Secretary, 
who  used  to  have  a  maximum  salary  of 
£000,  has  been  raised  to  a  maximum  of 
£800  in  the  present  year,  but  to  that 
figure  a  note  is  appended  to  the  effect 
that  this  salary  of  £600  as  a  minimum 
to  £800  as  a  maximum  includes  re- 
muneration for  Census  duty.    Now,  the 
Secretary  obtained  in  connection  with 
the  Census  of  1881  a  bonus  of  £1,000; 
and,  two  years  ago,  in  reply  to  a  Ques- 
tion, the  then  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Trevelyan)  said  it  was  not  intended 
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to  increase  the  pay  of  the  Secretary. 
Now    the    pay  of    the    Secretary  has 
been  increased,  and  the  explanation  is 
that  the  addition  includes  remuneration 
for  Census  duty.    But  there  will  not  be 
another  Census  till  1891,  and  it  does 
appear  a  most  extraordinary  arrange- 
ment that  a  man  who  possibly  may  be 
retired,  possibly  may  have  died  before 
1891  comes  round,  should  begin  now  to 
receive  a  salary  in  connection  with  the 
Census  duty  of  that  date.     But  it  is  not 
in  connection  with  Census  duty  at  all — 
that  is  a  mere  blind,  a  mere  excuse,  to 
enable  the  Department  to  escape  from 
the  promise  of  two  years  ago  given  by 
a  responsible  Minister  of  the  Crown. 
The  reorganization  that  took  place  is  of 
a  very  peculiar  character.     The  first- 
class  clerks  and  the  Superintendents  are 
to  be  called  in  future  Superintendents. 
The  second-class  clerks  who  are  allowed 
to  remain  in  the  Office  are  to  be  made 
Deputy  Superintendents ;  and  the  third- 
class  clerks  are  placed  in  nothing  like  so 
favourable  a  position  as  that  which  up 
to  last  year  they  enjoyed.    They  have 
been  thrown  in,   listed  alphabetically, 
with  a  number  of  men  called  Lower 
Division    clerks,    14   in  number,    who 
have  not  a  itatui  so  good  as  the  third- 
class  clerks  possess,  but  who  are  now  to 
be  admitted  with  them  to  such  vacancies 
as  may  arise  from  time  to  time  on  the 
staff.    But  in  the  reorganization  scheme 
it    was    arranged    that  the    Begistrar 
General  shoula  be  allowed  to  fill  up 
staff  appointments,  not  from  members  of 
the  clerical  staff  of  his  Department,  but 
from  outsiders  whenever  he  thought  fit 
to  do  BO.    Now,  such  an  arrangement  as 
that  I  will  take  upon  myself  to  say,  and 
I  appeal  to  anyone  conversant  with  the 
terms  of  service  in  the  Civil  Service,  is 
altogether  anomalous  in  connection  with 
any  Department   in  the  country.      It 
vested  in  an  officer  of  no  very  great  iUUui 
a  power  of  nomination  and  patronage 
which  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  other 
similar  Department.     It  not  only  gives 
him  exceptional  power  and  patronaffo, 
but  it  altogether  and  very  materiiuly 
injures  the  vested  interests  of  all  the 
clerical  staff.     The  objections  I  take  to 
the  reorganization  scheme  are   these. 
The  Begistrar  General  and  the  Secretary 
are  quite  adequately  paid  under  the  old 
system ;  there  is  no  sufficient  reason  for 
increasing  the  pav  of  the  Secretary  at 
all ;  the  colourable  pretence  that  the  in- 
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crease  of  pay  is  on  account  of  Census 
duty  that  will  not  begin  for  five  years,  is 
clearly  nothing  but  a  pretext.  Now,  all 
the  juniors  are  underpaid.  This  has 
been  recogpiized  by  Commission  after 
Commission  which  has  inquired  into 
this  Department,  and  not  only  are  they 
underpaid,  but  for  years  they  have  been 
at  their  maximum.  Now,  while  it  is  pro- 
posed to  increase  the  power  and  patron- 
age of  the  Head  of  the  Office  and  in- 
crease the  salary  of  the  Secretary,  the 
position  of  the  juniors  is  materially 
injured.  They  get  no*  increase  of  |pay 
whatever,  the  maximum  to  which  they 
are  entitled  to  go  is  not  raised,  and  their 
prospects  of  promotion  are  reduced  by 
the  reduction  in  the  number  of  places  to 
which  they  might  look  forward.  Such 
small  number  of  staff  appointments  as 
are  left  are  not  freely  open  to  them,  for 
they  may  be  filled  up,  not  by  promotion 
in  due  course  from  the  clerical  stafiP,  but 
by  outside  nominees  of  the  Begistrar 
General.  And  not  only  so,  but  these  third- 
class  clerks,  who  for  so  many  years  have 
been  at  their  maximum,  are  not  to  be  ex- 
clusively eligible  for  such  posts  as  are 
given  in  the  Department ;  and  whereas 
these  posts  open  to  the  clerks  used  to  be 
eight,  these  eight  are  reduced  to  five, 
and  the  number  of  aspirants  are  raised 
from  eight  to  23.  These  men,  who  have 
served  for  18  or  23  years 

It  being  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before 
Six  of  the  clock,  the  Chairman  left  the 
Chair  to  report  Progress. 

Besolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow, 

Committee  also  report  Progress;  to 
sit  again  To-morrow. 

House  adjourned  at  ten  minutes 
before  Six  o'clock. 


HOUSE      OF     LORDS, 
Thursday y  \^th  September ,  1886. 


MINUTES.]— Public  Bilj.b— First  Readiny— 
Submarine  Telegraph  Act  (1885)  Amend- 
ment •  (20) ;  Disturbances  at  Belfast  In- 
quiry* (21);  Expiring  Laws  Continuance* 
(22). 

Committee  —  Report  —  Secret  Service  (Repeal)  • 
(16). 

Provisional  Order  Bills — Second  Reading  — 
Gas  (No.  2)  •  (16);  Public  Health  (Scotland) 


(Urray  Water)  •  (17) ;  Tramways  (No.  I)  • 
(18) ;  Tramways  (No.  3)*  (19). 
Committee — Report  —  Third  Reading  —  Electric 
Lighting*  \\Z)fdJidi patted. 

Their  Lordships  met ; — and  haying 
gone  throagh  the  Business  on  the  Paper 
without  debate, 

House  adjourned  at  Four  o'clock, 

to  Monday  next,  a  quarter 

past  Four  oxlock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Thursday,  lUh  September^  1886. 


MINUTES.]— Supply— cofwtVfer^rf  in  Committee 
— CrviL  Service  Estimates;  Class  II. — 
Salaries  and  Expenses  of  Civil  Depart- 
ments, Vote  41 ;  Class  III.— Law  and  Jus- 
tice, Votes  21,  22,  25  to  29  &  31 ;  Class  IV. 
—  Education,  Science,  and  Art,  Votes  1 
to  3,  6  to  9 
Retolutiont  [September  16]  reported. 

Public  Bill— /^iY Arfrau;«— Shop  Hours  Regu- 
lation •  [40]. 

QUJS8TI0N8. 


FISHERY  PIERS  AND  HARBOURS  (IRE- 
LAND)—RED  BAY  PIER,  CO.  ANTRIM. 
Mr.  BIQGAR  (Cavan,  W.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Was  the  Bed  Bay  Pier, 
county  Antrim,  constructed  with  Go- 
vernment money  for  the  purpose  of  a 
fishery  pier,  or  did  the  Goyernment  loan 
the  money  for  its  construction  to  any 
individual  or  Company;  if  the  latter 
was  the  case,  to  whom  was  the  loan 
granted,  and  has  the  loan  been  repaid 
in  full;  who  has  been  authorised  to 
collect  dues  at  the  said  pier;  what 
amount  has  been  collected  and  ex- 
pended on  the  keep  up  of  the  pier 
during  the  last  ten  years ;  and,  would  a 
fishing  fleet  in  the  present  day  be  ac- 
commodated within  its  shelter  clear  of 
dues? 

Thb  chief  secretary  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Be aoh)  (Bristol,  W.), 
in  reply,  said,  this  pier  was  constructed 
between  1848  and  1851,  and  the  cost 
was  defrayed  by  a  grant  from  the  Go- 
vernment of  £3,500,  and  by  a  loan  of 
£1,500,  the  whole  of  which  has  been 
repaid  by  the  county.  It  was  the  duty 
of  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  County  Antrim 
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to  collect  the  tolls  which,  in  the  last  10 
years,  amounted  to  £700.  The  coat  of 
maintaining;  the  pier  during  the  same 
period  was  £1,052.  The  rates  for  all 
Teasels  was  2d.  per  registered  toD,  and 
there  was  no  exception  for  fishing  boats. 
The  harbour  was  very  small. 

JAPAN— CLAIMS  OF  BRITISH  MER- 

CHANTS  ON  THE  JAPANESE 

GOVEHNMENT. 

Mr.  GENT-DA  vis  fLambeth,  Ken- 
nington)  asked  the  Undersecretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Whether 
before  signing  the  new  Treaty  between 
this  Country  and  Japan,  Her  Majesty's 
Qovemment  will  press  the  Japanese  Qo- 
vernmeat  for  payment  of  the  claims  of 
Mr.  J.  Hartley,  and  other  British  mer- 
chants, who,  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  the  existing  Treaties  between  the 
two  Countries,  were  prevented  by  the 
unlawful  action  of  Japanese  officials 
firom  selling  in  Japan  ^oods  upon  which 
all  Duty  imports  had  been  paid  ? 

Trs  under  secretary  (Sir 
James  FEBOUsaoN)  (Manchester,  N.E.) : 
Successive  Secretaries  of  State  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  Mt.  Hart- 
ley's case  was  not  such  as  would  justify 
diplomatic  interference. 


Me.  BIGGAR  (Cavan,  W.)  asked  the 
Postmaster  General,  Whether  he  can 
devise  some  means  by  which  the  mid- 
day Mail  between  Butlersbridge  and 
Oavan  shall  be  continued  as  heretofore ; 
and,  whether  he  can  reform  the  general 
internal  postal  arrangements  of  county 
Cavan P 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Mr.  'RiiKEs)  (Cambridge  University) ; 
As  regards  the  local  communication  be- 
tween Cavan  and  adjacent  towns  in  the 
same  county,  I  regret  that  it  is  not  prac- 
ticable to  effect  any  improvement,  the 
correspondence  affected  being  too  small 
in  amount  to  admit  of  direct  mails  being 
established.  The  mid-day  mail  to  and 
from  Butlersbridge  was  maintained  by 
means  of  the  car  which,  until  last 
month,  ran  between  Cavan  and  Bel- 
turbet ;  hut  the  contract  for  that  service 
expired  last  month  and  it  was  then 
found  practicable  to  afford  Belturbet  a 
better  day  mail  by  railway.  The  car 
has  therefore  been  discontinued ;  but, 
under  all  the  oiroumitanoei,  I  have 
Sir  Mithatl  Eickt-Btach 


sanotioned  an  arrangement  for  rest(»in|[ 
the  day  mail  to  and  from  Butlersbridge 
by  other  means. 

DEPRESSION  OP  TRADE  AND  IN- 
DUSTRY—REPORT OF   THE 
HOYAL  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  OCTAVIUS  MORGAN  (Batter- 
sea)  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, When  the  Beport  of  the  Boyal 
Commission  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  Depression  of  Trade  and  Industry  ia 
likely  to  be  issued? 

TheCHAKCELLOEopthb  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolph  CbcbohiUi) 
(Faddington,  S.)  :  I  have  made  inquiry 
and  I  understand  the  Commissioner* 
are  now  considering  their  Report.  But 
it  is  difficult  to  say  accurately  the  exact 
period  at  which  the  Report  will  be 
issued.  There  may,  moreover,  be  some 
technical  difficulty  as  to  the  publication 
of  the  Heport  when  Parliament  is  not 
sitting.  It  may  have  to  be  laid  in 
dummy,  or  it  may  be  issued  by  the 
Stationery  Office,  if  it  is  to  be  brought 
before  the  public.  But  both  these  pro- 
ceedings are  rather  irregular,  and  I  am 
at  present  considering  how  the  diffioul- 
ties  attending  them  may  be  overcome. 

PALACE  OP  WE8TMINSTER-00N- 
STABLE8  ON  DUTY. 

Ma.  BRADLAUGH  (Northampton) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  The  number  of  con- 
stables now  on  duty  in  and  about  the 
precincts  of  this  House,  and  the  oost 
thereby  incurred  7 

The  SECRETAHY  of  STATE  fMr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.):  There 
are  on  duty,  during  the  Beasion,  innde 
and  outside  the  House  of  Commons,  in* 
eluding  the  crossings  at  Parliament 
Street  and  Bridge  Street,  three  Inspec- 
tors, eight  sergeants,  172  constables. 
These  men,  owing  to  Uie  nature  of  their 
duties,  receive  an  increased  rate  of  pay, 
amounting  in  all  to  £2,674  lli.  extra 
cost.  There  is,  of  course,  besides  that, 
the  ordinary  pay  of  that  number  of  men. 
The  total  oost  is  nearly  at  the  rate  of 
£17,000  a-year  while  the  House  is 
sitting.  During  the  Recess  the  expen- 
diture is  at  the  rate  of  £9,406  a-year. 
Various  circumstances  have  occurred,  oe 
the  hon.  Member  knows,  which  make  it 
necessary  to 
the  Honaaa  o 
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Me.  BRADLAUGH  :  WiU  the  right 
bon.  and  learned  Gentleman  say  what 
is  the  increased  cost  owing  to  the  special 
circumstances — that  is,  the  additional 
number  of  the  force  owing  to  these  cir- 
cumstances ? 

Mr.  MATTHEWS  :  I  am  not  able  to 
inform  the  hon.  Member  of  that. 

ROYAL  IRISH   CONSTABULARY  —  THE 
POLICE  AT  GLIN,  CO.  LIMERICK. 

Mr.  W.  ABEAHAM  (Limerick,  W.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  Con- 
stables Banahan  and  O'Sullivan  were 
charged  by  Sergeant  O'Brien,  at  Petty 
Sessions  held  in  Glin,  county  Limerick, 
on  the  24th  of  June,  with  being  in  a 
licensed  public-house  during  prohibited 
hours;  whether,  after  hearing  evi- 
dence, the  magistrates  (four  in  num- 
ber) were  unanimous  in  dismissing  the 
case,  expressing  their  opinion  that  Ser- 
geant O'Brien  had  made  a  '<  great  mis- 
take," and  that  the  constables  left  the 
Court  without  the  slightest  imputation 
resting  on  them  ;  whether  these  men 
were  transferred  to  obscure  country 
stations  on  the  18th  of  August;  whe- 
ther the  police  station  in  Glin  is  under 
the  charge  of  Sergeant  O'Brien,  and 
was  inspected  in  May  by  District  In- 
spector Harrison  and  reported  all  right, 
although  at  the  time  of  the  said  inspec- 
tion Sergeant  O'Brien  was  violating  cer- 
tain police  regulations,  which,  being 
subsequently  reported  to  County  In- 
spector Cameron,  the  sergeant  has  been 
compelled  to  discontinue ;  and,  whether 
Sergeant  O'Brien  will  be  permitted  to 
remain  in  charge  of  the  police  station  in 
Glin? 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) (who  replied)  said :  The  con- 
stables Banahan  and  0' Sullivan  were 
charged  in  the  manner  stated  in  the  Ques- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member,  and  the  charge 
was  dismissed,  one  of  the  magistrates  ex- 
pressing the  opinion  that  the  constables 
left  the  Court  without  the  slightest  stain 
on  their  character.  They  have  since 
been  transferred  in  the  course  of  the 
Public  Service,  at  the  public  expense, 
to  fill  vacancies  in  other  stations,  which 
are  considered  to  be  good  average 
stations.  There  was  a  violation  of  cer- 
tain police  regulations  on  the  part  of 
Sergeant  O'Brien  at  the  time  of  the  in- 
spection of  his  Btatioa  by  District  In- 


spector Harrison,  who  did  not  then  be- 
come acquainted  with  them ;  but  on 
their  being  since  reported.  Sergeant 
O'Brien  has,  in  consequence  thereof, 
been  put  under  orders  of  removal  from 
the  station  at  his  own  expense,  and  has 
been  permanently  deprived  of  a  valuable 
privilege  which  he  had  previously  en- 
joyed. 

LUNATIC  ASYLUMS  (IRELAND)-RICH- 
MOND  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 

Mr.  W.  J.  CORBET  (Wicklow,  E.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  What  is  the 
number  of  patients  in  the  Richmond 
Lunatic  Asylum;  how  many  of  them 
are  Catholics ;  how  many  medical  offi- 
cers are  attached  to  the  staff  of  the 
Asylum,  and  how  many  of  them  are 
Catholics;  and,  whether  he  will  take 
steps  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of 
at  least  one  Catholic  medical  officer  in 
the  Institution  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks- Beach)  (Bristol,  W.): 
Tbere  are  in  the  Richmond  Lunatic 
Asylum  1,094  patients,  of  whom  907 
are  Catholics.  There  are  five  medical 
officers,  one  of  whom  is  a  Catholic.  The 
only  appointment  for  which  the  Govern- 
ment is  directly  responsible  is  that  of 
the  Resident  Medical  Superintendent. 
The  gentleman  recently  selected  for  that 
post  by  the  late  Government  is,  I  be- 
lieve, a  Protestant ;  but  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  objections  to  the  appoint- 
ment on  that  or  any  other  ground. 

Mr.  W.  J.  CORBET  asked  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  aware  that 
the  Roman  Chatholio  chaplain  experi- 
enced great  difficulty  in  not  having  a 
medical  officer  to  consult  in  reference  to 
the  administration  of  the  Sacraments? 
He  wished  to  point  out  that  there  was 
no  Catholic  medical  officer.  The  only 
Catholic  there  was  a  surgeon,  and  not  a 
medical  officer. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH,  in 
reply,  said,  he  was  not  aware  of  the  facts 
stated  by  the  hon.  Member. 

CENTRAL   ASIA  — MEDALS    FOK    THE 
ZHOB  VALLEY  EXPEDITION,  1884. 

Mr.  DONAL  SULLIVAN  (West- 
meath,  S.)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  Why  the  officers  and  men  who 
took  part  in  the  Zhob  Valley  Expedi- 
tion of  1884  under  Sir  0.  V.  Tanner  re- 
ceived neither  medaii  balta,  nor  xeoog* 
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CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTABLISHMENTS- 
SALARIES. 
Mr.  PICKEESGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
8.W.)  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, Whether,  pending  the  Report 
of  the  Royal  Commission  of  Inquiry  into 
the  Civil  Service  Establishments,  he  will 
refuse  to  sanction  an  increase  of  any 
official  salary  of  £400  per  annum  and 
upwards  (the  usual  annual  increments 
excepted)  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  I  cannot  give  the 
hon.  Member  any  absolute,  definite,  or 
binding  pledge  on  the  subject.  But  he 
may  be  certain  that  if  any  application 
for  an  increase  of  salary  of  the  amount 
mentioned  in  the  Question  is  laid  before 
me,  I  should  be  largely  influenced  in  its 
consideration  by  the  fact  that  a  State  in- 
quiry into  this  Department  was  going  on. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  WRITERS. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, Whether,  having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  the  case  of  the  Civil  Service 
Writers  has  been  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Treasury  for  thirteen  months 
past,  and  that  frequently  during  that 
period  hopes  have  been  encouraged  that 
a  final  settlement  would  be  immediately 
announced,  he  will  make  provisional  ar- 
rangements whereby  the  Writers  will 
not  sufter  by  the  further  delay  that  must 
necessarily  take  place  before  the  new 
Royal  Commission  on  the  Civil  Service 
can  make  its  Report ;  and,  whether,  in 
such  arrangements,  special  regard  will 
be  had  to  the  insecure  position  of  men 
of  long  service,  and  the  total  absence, 
in  their  case,  of  any  system  of  graduated 
payment  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.)  (who 
replied)  said:  Yes,  Sir,  as  soon  as 
the  Report  of  the  Departmental  Com- 
mittee on  the  case  of  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice writers  is  received  we  shall  forth- 
with take  it  into  consideration  ;  and  we 
propose  to  give  effect  to  our  decision,  so 
far  as  we  can  do  so,  without  prejudice 
to  general  questions  of  principle,  which 
must  be  reserved  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Royal  Commission. 

COAL  MINES— THE  LEIGH  COLUERY 

EXPLOSION. 

Ms.  BURT  (Morpeth)  asked  the  Se- 
orotaiy  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
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ment,  If  he  has  received  a  communication 
from  the  Lancashire  Miners'  Federation, 
expressing  dissatisfaction  that  no  leg^ 
gentleman  has  been  appointed  to  attend 
the  adjourned  inquest  connected  with 
the  explosion  at  Leigh  Colliery ;  and, 
whether,  considering  the  great  import- 
ance of  that  inquiry,  he  will  follow  the 
custom  which  has  been  usual  of  late 
years  in  serious  colliery  explosions,  and 
send  such  a  representative  to  watch  the 
proceedings  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  Yes, 
Sir,  I  have  received  such  a  communica- 
tion ;  but  I  have  also  received  a  subse- 
quent letter,  in  which  the  Federation 
express  full  confidence  in  the  ability  of 
the  gentlemen  who  are  conducting  the 
inquiry,  a  confidence  which  I  fully  share. 
If  the  inquest  should  not  satisfactorily 
dispose  of  all  the  questions  upon  which 
information  is  important,  I  will  avail 
myself  of  the  power  given  by  the  Act  of 
last  Session,  and  direct  an  independent 
inquiry  attended  by  a  legal  represmita- 
tive. 


PBISONS  ACT  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 

—SITE  OF  COLDBATH  FIELDS 

PRISON. 

Mr.  J.  ROWLANDS  fPinsbury,  E.) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  Whether  the  Metro- 
politan Board  of  Works  have  stated  to 
the  GK)vemment  their  reasons  for  de- 
clining to  purchase  the  site  of  the  Cold- 
bath  Fields  Prison;  whether  the  price 
for  which  he  offered  the  site  of  Coldbath 
Fields  Prison  to  the  Middlesex  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  and  the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works,  was  £186,960;  and, 
whether  the  offer  at  that  price  was  de- 
clined ;  and,  if  so,  is  he  now  prepared 
to  sell  the  site  to  the  local  authorities 
for  a  smaller  sum,  proyided  that  they 
are  prepared  to  erect  artisans  dwellings 
upon  it  ? 

Thk  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  The 
reason  stated  oy  the  Metropolitan  Board 
of  Works  for  declining  to  buy  the  site 
of  Coldbath  Fields  Prison  was  that  they 
had  already  set  apart  seyeral  pieces  of 
ground  within  a  very  short  distance  of 
the  prison  as  sites  for  improved  dwell- 
ings for  working  people.  The  site  was 
offered  to  the  Middlesex  Justices  at  the 
price  named  by  the  hon.  Member^ — 
namely,  £186,960.  The  Metropolitaii 
Board  of  Works  were  merely  asked  if 
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they  were  disposed  to  enter  into  nego- 
tiations with  the  Secretary  of  State. 
The  Local  Authority  has  now  been  in- 
formed that  the  Home  Office  will  enter- 
tain any  offer  that  they  have  to  make 
with  a  view  to  the  purchase  of  the  site. 

INLAND  REVENUE  DEPARTMENT- 
OUTDOOR  BRANCH. 

Mr.  HAYDEN  (Leitrim,  S.)  asked 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whe- 
ther ho  is  aware  that,  in  the  outdoor 
branch  of  the  loland  Bevenue  Depart- 
ment, widespread  discontent  prevails 
owing  to  the  officials'  insufficient  salaries 
and  bad  prospects  of  promotion ;  and, 
whether  he  will  take  steps  to  remedy 
this  state  of  affairs,  so  detrimental  to 
the  interests  of  the  taxpayers  of  the 
United  Kingdom  ? 

The  SEOKETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.)  (who 
replied)  said :  In  reply  to  this  Question 
I  can  only  say  that  I  am  not  aware 
that — 

**  Widespread  discontent  prevails  in  the  In- 
land Reyenne  Department  owing  to  the  officials' 
insufficient  salaries  and  bad  prospects  of  pro- 
motion," 

nor  do  I  think  that  that  is  a  fair  de- 
scription of  the  position  of  affairs.  I 
have  nothing  to  add  to  the  reply  which 
I  gave  on  the  13th  instant  to  a  Question 
put  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Preston 
(Mr.  Tomlinson). 

INDIA  (MADRAS)— THE  GARSTIN 
•  DACOITYCASE. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Monaghan, 
N.)  asked  theUnder  Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  Whether  the  Chief  Justice  of  Ma- 
dras in  summing  up  the  evidence  in  the 
Garstin-Dacoitj  case,  animadverted  in 
open  court  on  the  behaviour  of  the 
second  and  third  members  of  the  Madras 
Board  of  Revenue  in  taking  down  and 
publishing,  extra  officially,  a  statement 
made  by  a  native  lad  to  the  effect  that 
the  principal  collector  and  chief  ma&ps- 
trate  of  the  Madura  district,  a  memoer 
of  their  own  service,  the  Madras 
Covenanted  Civil  Service,  was  in  the 
habit  of  taking  bribes  and  had  incited 
certain  parties  to  commit  a  robbery  and 
murderous  assault  on  the  Queen's  high- 
way; and,  whether  these  two  gentle- 
men have  been  called  on  to  explain 
their  conduct? 

Thb  UNDER  SECRETARY  (Sir 
JoHH    Gk)EST)  (Chatham):   The  Secre- 


tary of  State  has  no  official  information 
on  the  subject,  bat  he  will  cause  inquiry 
to  be  made. 

POST    OFFICE  — MAJOR    AND    MINOR 
DEPARTMENTS. 

Mb.  WOOTTON  ISAACSON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Stepney)  asked  the  Post- 
master General,  Whether  he  'is  aware 
that  great  disappointment  exists  in  the 
minor  departments  of  the  Post  Office  at 
the  present  system  of  dividing  the  Post 
Office  into  major  and  minor  departments, 
by  which  all  promotion  is  stopped  from 
the  latter  or  working  staff  to  the  former 
or  executive  staff ;  and,  whether,  in  the 
interests  of  the  Public  Service,  he  will 
recommend  an  alteration  of  this  system, 
and  introduce  some  more  satisfactory 
method  of  promotion  in  the  minor  de- 
partments ? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikes)  (Cambridge  University):  The 
hon.  Member  has  placed  on  the  Paper 
to-day  and  to-morrow  Notice  of  no  less 
than  six  Questions,  affecting  not  only  the 
principles  on  which  the  Post  Office  is 
administered,  but  even  in  some  cases 
the  operation  of  the  Orders  in  Council 
which  regulate  the  Civil  Service  of  the 
Crown.  It  would  be  impossible,  within 
the  limits  of  answers  to  Questions,  to 
make  the  House  thoroughly  conversant 
with  these  matters  of  principle,  or  to  do 

i'ustice  to  the  issues  which  are  raised. 
'.  think,  therefore,  the  better  course 
would  be  if  the  hon.  Member  would  call 
at  the  Post  Office,  when  I  shall  be  glad 
to  depute  an  officer  of  the  Department 
to  explain  to  him  the  principles  to  which 
I  have  referred  and  give  him  the  in- 
formation which  he  requires.  There  is 
one  observation,  however,  which  I  should 
like  to  make — namely,  that  it  is  not  the 
custom  of  the  Department  to  place  money 
about  to  test  the  honesty  of  the  officials. 
Mb.  WOOTTON  ISAACSON :  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  permit  me 
to  ask  him,  whether  he  is  disposed  to 
remove  the  barrier  which  now  exists 
between  the  minor  and  major  Depart- 
ments of  the  Post  Office  ? 

Mr.  raikes  :  The  Question  of 
the  hon.  Member  is  a  very  delicate 
besides  being  a  large  one,  and  I 
have  not  fully  considered  it.  It 
would  be  entirely  out  of  my  power  to 
move  in  such  a  matter,  without  the 
sanction  of  the  Qovemment,  and  pro- 
bably getting  the  assent  of  Parliament. 
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CIVIL  SERVICE  ESTABLISHMENTS- 
SALARIES. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL(Bethnal  Green, 
8.W.)  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, Whether,  pending  the  Report 
of  the  Royal  Commission  of  Inquiry  into 
the  Civil  Service  Establishments,  he  will 
refuse  to  sanction  an  increase  of  any 
official  salary  of  £400  per  annum  and 
upwards  (the  usual  annual  increments 
excepted)  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  I  cannot  give  the 
hon.  Member  any  absolute,  definite,  or 
binding  pledge  on  the  subject.  But  he 
may  be  certain  that  if  any  application 
for  an  increase  of  salary  of  the  amount 
mentioned  in  the  Question  is  laid  before 
me,  I  should  be  largely  influenced  in  its 
consideration  by  the  fact  that  a  State  in- 
quiry into  this  Department  was  going  on. 

OrVIL  SERVICE  WRITERS. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, Wliether,  having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  the  case  of  the  Civil  Service 
Writers  has  been  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Treasury  for  thirteen  months 
past,  and  that  frequently  during  that 
period  hopes  have  been  encouraged  that 
a  final  settlement  would  be  immediately 
announced,  he  will  make  provisional  ar- 
rangements whereby  the  Writers  will 
not  sufter  by  the  further  delay  that  must 
necessarily  take  place  before  the  new 
Royal  Commission  on  the  Civil  Service 
can  make  its  Report ;  and,  whether,  in 
such  arrangements,  special  regard  will 
be  had  to  the  insecure  position  of  men 
of  long  service,  and  the  total  absence, 
in  their  case,  of  any  system  of  graduated 
payment  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.)  (who 
replied)  said:  Yes,  Sir,  as  soon  as 
the  Report  of  the  Departmental  Com- 
mittee on  the  case  of  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice writers  is  received  we  shall  forth- 
with take  it  into  consideration  ;  and  we 
propose  to  give  effect  to  our  decision,  so 
far  as  we  can  do  so,  without  prejudice 
to  general  questions  of  prinoipfe,  which 
must  be  reserved  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Royal  Commission. 

COAL  MINES— THE  LEIGH  COLUERY 

EXPLOSION. 

Ms.  BURT  (Morpeth)  asked  the  Se- 
orotaiy  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
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ment.  If  he  has  received  a  communication 
from  the  Lancashire  Miners'  Federation, 
expressing  dissatisfaction  that  no  leg^ 
gentleman  has  been  appointed  to  attend 
the  adjourned  inquest  connected  with 
the  explosion  at  Leigh  Colliery ;  and, 
whether,  considering  the  great  import- 
ance of  that  inquiry,  he  will  follow  the 
custom  which  has  been  usual  of  late 
years  in  serious  colliery  explosions,  and 
send  such  a  representative  to  watch  the 
proceedings  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  Tee, 
Sir,  I  have  received  such  a  communica- 
tion ;  but  I  have  also  received  a  subse- 
quent letter,  in  which  the  Federation 
express  full  confidence  in  the  ability  of 
the  gentlemen  who  are  conducting  the 
inquiry,  a  confidence  which  I  fully  share. 
If  the  inquest  should  not  satisfactorily 
dispose  of  all  the  questions  upon  which 
information  is  important,  I  will  avail 
myself  of  the  power  given  bv  the  Act  of 
last  Session,  and  direct  an  independent 
inquiry  attended  by  a  legal  repreamita- 
tive. 


PRISONS  ACT  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 

—SITE  OF  COLDBATH  FIELDS 

PRISON. 

Mr.  J.  ROWLANDS  fFinsbury,  E.) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  Whether  the  Metro- 
politan Board  of  Works  have  stated  to 
the  Government  their  reasons  for  de- 
clining to  purchase  the  site  of  the  Gold- 
bath  Fields  Prison;  whether  the  price 
for  which  he  offered  the  site  of  Coldbath 
Fields  Prison  to  the  Middlesex  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  and  the  Metropolitan 
Board  of  Works,  was  £186,960;  and, 
whether  the  offer  at  that  price  was  de- 
clined ;  and,  if  so,  is  he  now  prepared 
to  sell  the  site  to  the  local  authorities 
for  a  smaller  sum,  provided  that  they 
are  prepared  to  erect  artisans  dwellings 
upon  it  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mi. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  The 
reason  stated  oy  the  Metropolitan  Board 
of  Works  for  declining  to  buy  the  site 
of  Ooldbath  Fields  Prison  was  that  they 
had  already  set  apart  several  pieces  of 
ground  within  a  very  short  distance  of 
the  prison  as  sites  for  improved  dwell- 
ings for  working  people.  The  site  was 
offered  to  the  Middlesex  Justices  at  the 
price  named  by  the  hon.  Member — 
namely,  £186,960.  The  Metropolitaii 
Board  of  Works  were  merely  asked  if 
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they  were  disposed  to  enter  into  nego- 
tiations with  the  Secretary  of  State. 
The  Local  Authority  has  now  been  in- 
formed that  the  Home  Office  will  enter- 
tain any  offer  that  they  have  to  make 
with  a  view  to  the  parchase  of  the  site. 

INLAND  REVENUE  DEPARTMENT- 
OUTDOOR  BRANCH. 

Mr.  HAYDEN  (Leitrim,  S.)  asked 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  "Whe- 
ther ho  is  aware  that,  in  the  outdoor 
branch  of  the  Inland  Bevenue  Depart- 
ment, widespread  discontent  prevails 
owing  to  the  officials'  insufficient  salaries 
and  bad  prospects  of  promotion ;  and, 
whether  he  will  take  steps  to  remedy 
this  state  of  affairs,  so  detrimental  to 
the  interests  of  the  taxpayers  of  the 
United  Kingdom  ? 

The  SEOKETARY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.)  (who 
replied)  said :  In  reply  to  this  Question 
I  can  only  say  that  I  am  not  aware 
that — 

**  Widespread  discontent  prevails  in  the  In- 
land Reyenue  Department  owing  to  the  officials' 
insufficient  salaries  and  bad  prospects  of  pro- 
motion/' 

nor  do  I  think  that  that  is  a  fair  de- 
scription of  the  position  of  affairs.  I 
have  nothing  to  add  to  the  reply  which 
I  gave  on  the  13  th  instant  to  a  Question 
put  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Preston 
(Mr.  Tomlinson). 

INDIA  (MADRAS)-THE  GARSTIN 
•  DACOITYCASE. 

Mr.  PATRICKO^BRIEN(Monaghan, 
N.)  asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
India,  Whether  the  Chief  Justice  of  Ma- 
dras in  summing  up  the  evidence  in  the 
Garstin-Dacoitj  case,  animadverted  in 
open  court  on  the  behaviour  of  the 
second  and  third  members  of  the  Madras 
Board  of  Revenue  in  taking  down  and 
publishing,  extra  officially,  a  statement 
made  by  a  native  lad  to  the  effect  that 
the  principal  collector  and  chief  magis- 
trate of  the  Madura  district,  a  member 
of  their  own  service,  the  Madras 
Covenanted  Civil  Service,  was  in  the 
habit  of  taking  bribes  and  had  incited 
certain  parties  to  commit  a  robbery  and 
murderous  assault  on  the  Queen's  high- 
way; and,  whether  these  two  gentle- 
men have  been  called  on  to  explain 
their  conduct? 

Thb  UNDER  SECRETARY  (Sir 
JoHH   Gk)E8T)  (Chatham):   The  Seore- 


taiy  of  State  has  no  official  information 
on  the  subject,  bat  he  will  cause  inquiry 
to  be  made. 

POST  OFFICE  — MAJOR  AND  MINOR 
DEPARTMENTS. 

Mr.  WOOTTON  ISAACSON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Stepney)  asked  the  Post- 
master General,  Whether  he  is  aware 
that  great  disappointment  exists  in  the 
minor  departments  of  the  Post  Office  at 
the  present  system  of  dividing  the  Post 
Office  into  major  and  minor  departments, 
by  which  all  promotion  is  stopped  from 
the  latter  or  working  staff  to  the  former 
or  executive  staff ;  and,  whether,  in  the 
interests  of  the  Public  Service,  he  will 
recommend  an  alteration  of  this  system, 
and  introduce  some  more  satisfactory 
method  of  promotion  in  the  minor  de- 
partments ? 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikes)  (Cambridge  University) :  The 
hon.  Member  has  placed  on  the  Paper 
to-day  and  to-morrow  Notice  of  no  less 
than  six  Questions,  affecting  not  only  the 
principles  on  which  the  Post  Office  is 
administered,  but  even  in  some  cases 
the  operation  of  the  Orders  in  Council 
which  regulate  the  Civil  Service  of  the 
Crown.  It  would  be  impossible,  within 
the  limits  of  answers  to  Questions,  to 
make  the  House  thoroughly  conversant 
with  these  matters  of  principle,  or  to  do 

i'ustice  to  the  issues  which  are  raised. 
'.  think,  therefore,  the  better  course 
would  be  if  the  hon.  Member  would  call 
at  the  Post  Office,  when  I  shall  be  glad 
to  depute  an  officer  of  the  Department 
to  explain  to  him  the  principles  to  which 
I  have  referred  and  give  him  the  in- 
formation which  he  requires.  There  is 
one  observation,  however,  which  I  should 
like  to  make — namely,  that  it  is  not  the 
custom  of  the  Department  to  place  money 
about  to  test  the  honesty  of  the  officials. 
Mr.  WOOTTON  ISAACSON :  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  permit  me 
to  ask  him,  whether  he  is  disposed  to 
remove  the  barrier  which  now  exists 
between  the  minor  and  major  Depart- 
ments of  the  Post  Office  ? 

Mr.  raikes  :  The  Question  of 
the  hon.  Member  is  a  very  delicate 
besides  being  a  large  one,  and  I 
have  not  fully  considered  it.  It 
would  be  entirely  out  of  my  power  to 
move  in  such  a  matter,  without  the 
sanction  of  the  Government,  and  pro- 
bably getting  the  assent  of  Parliament. 
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The  Question  should  rather  be  addressed 
to  the  Leader  of  the  House. 

MERCANTILE     MARINE-COASTING 
LIGHT  DUES  IN  THE   CHANNEL- 
BUNKER  COAL. 

Mr.  GOUELEY  (Sunderland)  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  If 
he  is  aware  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
re-imposition  of  the  charge  for  coasting 
light  dues  on  vessels  putting  into  the 
English  Channel  and  other  ports  for  a 
supply  of  coal,  several  shipowners  in- 
structed their  captains  to  call  at  Cher- 
bourg, where  coal  can  be  had  as  cheap 
as  in  British  Channel  ports,  and  free  of 
all  port  dues ;  and,  whether,  seeing  that 
the  French  Government  are  acting  thus 
liberally,  Her  Majesty's  Government  will 
instruct  the  Trinity  House  authorities 
to  remit  the  existing  tax  for  light  dues 
on  all  vessels  calling  at  British  ports 
for  bunker  coal  ? 

Mr.  DONKIN  (Tynemouth)  asked  the 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  Whe- 
ther the  Government  will  reconsider  the 
decision  to  impose  Light  Dues  on  ships 
calling  at  Home  Ports  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  in  bunker  coals,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  such  regulation  imposes  a 
very  severe  tax  on  British  shipping  ? 

The  SECEETAHY  (Baron  Henry 
De  Worms)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) : 
The  Board  of  Trade  have  no  knowledge 
of  any  instructions  issued  by  shipowners 
such  as  are  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber (Mr.  Gourley) ;  but  any  instructions 
which  may  have  been  issued  cannot  be 
rightly  described  as  being  in  consequence 
of  the  '*  re-imposition"  of  the  charge 
for  light  duos  on  vessels  putting  into 
British  ports  for  the  purpose  of  coal- 
ing, because,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there 
has  been  no  such  '^  re-imposition." 
Under  the  existing  law,  vessels  which 
enter  a  port  of  the  United  Kingdom  in 
distress,  or  which,  owing  to  stress  of 
weather,  require,  as  a  condition  of  their 
safe  arrival  at  their  destination,  any 
necessary  outfit,  including  coal,  are  not 
liable  to  pay  light  dues.  No  attempt 
has  been  made,  or  is  ^proposed,  to  inter- 
fere with  this  privilege,  nor  has  any 
liability  for  light  dues  been  imposed 
upon  any  vessels  hitherto  exempt.  It 
has,  however,  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  that  vessels  leav- 
ing one  foreign  port  bound  to  another 
foreign  port  have  started  with  a  short 
supply  of  coal,  knowing  that  they  would 

Mr.  JRaikes 


pass  a  port  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
where  they  could  obtain  coal  more 
economically,  by  which  proceeding  they 
would,  in  many  cases,  avoid  payment  of 
light  dues.  Others,  again,  have  come  some 
distance  out  of  their  direct  course  for 
the  pupose  of  filling  up  their  bunkers 
with  coal  at  a  British  port,  and  there  is, 
therefore,  good  reason  to  fear  that  the 
exemption  meant  to  apply  only  to  vessels 
in  distress,  is  being  claimed  for  vessels 
not  so  situated.  As  an  instance  of  the 
latter,  I  may  mention  a  vessel  which, 
on  her  way  from  Bilbao  to  the  United 
States,  actually  put  into  Cardiff — being 
about  400  miles  out  of  her  course — ^for 
the  purpose  of  coaling.  It  is  obvious 
that  such  vessels  obtain  a  benefit  from 
the  lights  equal  to  that  obtained  by 
vessels  bound  to  or  from  British  ports, 
and  are  not,  under  the  existing  law, 
entitled  to  exemption  from  light  dues, 
and  the  payment  of  these  dues  must, 
therefore,  necessarily  be  enforced.  The 
Board  of  Trade  have  no  power  to  exempt 
vessels  calling  at  British  ports  for  bunker 
coal  from  the  payment  of  any  light 
dues  for  which  they  are  legally  liable. 
Any  such  exemption,  if  made  at  all, 
must  be  made  by  an  Order  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty in  Council.  No  such  exemption 
seems  to  have  been  contemplatea  by 
"The  Merchant  Shijpping  Act,  1864,*' 
under  the  powers  of  which  light  dues 
are  collected,  nor  does  there  appear  to 
be  any  sufficient  reason  for  granting  to 
shipping  bound  to  or  from  foreign  ports, 
and  calling  for  their  own  convenience 
or  economical  reasons,  the  gratuitous 
use  and  benefit  of  the  British  lights, 
which  would,  in  that  case,  have  to  be 
maintained  for  them  by  the  rest  of  the 
British  trade  by  means  of  increased 
light  dues.  The  Board  of  Trade  do  not, 
under  these  circumstances,  see  their 
way  to  advise  the  exemption  from  the 
light  dues  of  all  vessds  calling  for 
bunker  coal  not  being  in  distress;  but 
in  the  case  of  vessels  putting  into  a 
British  port  bond  fide  in  distress,  the 
mere  taking  in  of  buoker  coal  suffident 
to  enable  them  to  complete  their  original 
voyage  would  not  in  itself  render  Uiem 
liable  for  dues. 

In  reply  to  a  further  Question, 

Baron  HENBY  DE  WORMS  said, 
that  the  P^resident  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  had  consented  to  receive  a  deputa- 
tion vrith  whom  he  would  oonfer  <m  the 
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subject  to  which  the  Questions  of  the 
hon.  Members  had  reference. 

LABOURERS  (IRELAND)  ACT— INQUIRY 

AT    KILMALLOCK    UNDER 

THE  ACT. 

Mr.  W.  ABEAHAM  (Limerick,  W.) 
(for  Mr.  Finucane)  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, Whether  Mr.  Posnett,  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  Arbitrator  under  the 
Labourers'  Act,  held  an  inquiry  in  Kil- 
mallock  on  the  3rd  of  August  last;  if 
so,  has  he  sent  his  draft  award  yet  to  the 
said  Union ;  and,  if  not,  for  what  reason  ; 
and,  will  he  be  directed  to  do  so  imme- 
diately, so  as  to  enable  the  Guardians  to 
proceed  at  once  with  the  erection  of  the 
labourers'  cottages  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETAEY  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.), 
in  reply,  said,  the  hon.  Member  had 
placed  the  Question  on  the  Paper  the 
other  day,  but  was  absent,  and  then  it 
was  asked  by  some  other  hon.  Member, 
and  he  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
answered  it. 

EDUCATION  (IRELAND) -LIMERICK 
MODEL  SCHOOL. 

Mb.  H.  J.  GILL  (Limerick)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  What  has  been  the  average 
attendance  at  the  Limerick  Model  School 
for  the  last  three  months ;  what  propor- 
tion of  those  are  Catholics ;  what  is  the 
cost  of  the  Model  School  in  Limerick ; 
and,  whether  the  Government  intend  to 
make  any  change  in  its  constitution, 
with  a  view  to  making  it  available  for 
the  great  body  of  the  population  ? 

The  chief  SECEETARY  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.) : 
The  average  attendance  at  the  Limerick 
Model  School  for  the  past  three  months 
has  been  1574.  Of  the  224  children  on 
the  rolls  last  month  34  were  Catholics. 
The  cost  of  the  school  in  the  year  to 
March  31  last  was  £1,093  14*.  8rf.  This 
included  the  support  of  seven  resident 
pupil  teachers.  The  constitution  of  this 
school  can,  of  course,  only  be  considered 
as  a  part  of  the  whole  system  of  model 
schools,  which  is  a  very  large  question. 

BOWLING  GREEN  MILLS,  CO.  GALWAY 
—REPORT  OF  COLONEL  SMITH,  R.E. 

Me.  PINKERTON  (Galway)  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  If  he  can 
state  the  reason  why  Colonel  Smith,  E.E., 


did  not  include  the  Bowling  Green  Mills, 
Galway,  in  his  Beport  to  the  Treasury 
in  1879;  whether  Colonel  Smith  was 
precluded  by  his  instructions  from  in- 
quiring into  the  case  of  those  mills; 
and,  whether  the  Treasury  is  prepared 
to  lay  Colonel  Smith's  Beport  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  ? 

The  SECBETABY  (Mr.  Jackson) 
(Leeds,  N.),  in  reply,  said,  he  had 
looked  into  the  voluminous  Papers  re- 
lating to  the  case,  and  he  found  that  the 
mills  alluded  to  were  dealt  with  by 
Colonel  Smith  in  1879,  his  instructions 
having  comprised  them  with  other  cases. 
His  Beport,  so  far  as  it  was  of  a  public 
character,  was  communicated  in  1880  to 
those  locally  interested,  and  he  (Mr. 
Jackson)  saw  no  reason  for  now  present- 
ing it  to  Parliament.  He  might  add 
that  the  particular  point  about  which 
complaint  was  made  had  been  re- 
peatedly investigated  by  his  Predeces- 
sors in  Office,  and  their  conclusion  had 
always  been  that  nothing  more  could 
be  done  in  the  matter  than  had  been 
already  done. 

Mr.  PINKEBTON  asked  if  the  hon. 
Member  was  aware  that  the  building 
mentioned  had  been  excluded  from 
Colonel  Smith's  Beport,  and  that  no 
remuneration  had  been  given  ? 

[No  reply.] 

RIVER  POLLUTION- POLLUTION  OF 
THE  THAMES— HOUSE-BOATS. 
Mr.  H.  8.  WBIGHT  (Nottingham, 
8.)  asked  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  Whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  directed  to  the  pollution 
of  the  river  Thames  by  the  increasing 
practice  of  persons  living  in  '  *  house- 
boats," moored  in  the  river  at  various 
places  along  its  whole  navigable  course 
above  Teddington  Lock,  during  the 
Summer  months  ? 

The  PBESIDENT  (Mr.  Bitchie) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's):  The 
Conservators  of  the  Biver  Thames, 
under  the  Thames  Preservation  Act  of 
last  year,  are  empowered  to  make  regu- 
lations for  the  prevention  of  the  pollu- 
tion of  the  river  by  the  sewage  of  any 
house-boat  or  steam  launch.  They  have 
prepared  a  bye-law  which  will  render 
liable  to  a  penalty  any  person  who  pol- 
lutes the  river  by  casting  into  it  any 
offensive  matter.  This  bye-law,  with 
others,  is  now  awaitine  the  approval  of 
Her  Majesty  in  Oounou. 
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enable  him  to  answer  the  Queation.  If 
the  hon.  Member  put  it  down  for  Mon* 
day,  he  would  endeavour  to  answer  it. 


HOUSE-BOATS— EXEMPTION  FROM  IM- 
PERIAL AND  LOCAL  TAXATION. 

Mr.  H.  S.  weight  (Nottingham, 
S.)  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, Whether  the  occupiers  of  **  house- 
boats "  on  the  river  Thames,  or  on  other 
rivers  in  the  United  Kingdom,  are 
exempt  from  both  local  and  Imperial 
taxation  in  respect  of  such  '^house- 
boats ; "  and,  whether  he  will  consider  the 
expediency  of  imposing  Licence  Duties 
on  such  boats  according  to  their  tonnage? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolph  Chubchill) 
(Paddington,  S.):  The  occupants  of 
house-boats  on  the  River  Thames  are 
not  liable  to  Imperial  taxation  in  respect 
of  them,  and  there  is  not,  I  think,  any 
occasion  to  impose  taxation,  because  the 
amount  that  would  be  collected  would 
be  insignificant.  I  understand  that  under 
the  bye-laws  of  the  Thames  Conservancy, 
and  under  Section  II.  of  the  Thames 
Preservation  Act,  1885,  it  is  intended  to 
charge  registration  fees  with  respect  to 
these  house -boats. 

Mr.  DIX-ON-HARTLAND  (Middle- 
sex, Uxbridge)  asked  the  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  how  many 
the  house-boats  on  the  Thames  num- 
bered ?  Were  there  more  than  60  or  70 
all  told  ? 

The  president  (Mr.  Ritchie),  in 
reply,  said,  that  he  did  not  know  the 
number. 

THE  MAGISTRACY  (IRELAND)— 
FINTONA  COURTHOUSE- 
MR,  SPROULE,  J.P. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  his  attention  has 
been  directed  to  the  proceedings  at  Fin- 
tona  Courthouse  on  Monday  last ;  whe- 
ther it  is  true  that  two  police  constables 
swore  that  Mr.  Sproule,  J.P.  was 
staggering  drunk  on  the  previous  night ; 
and,  whether  the  statements  sworn  to  in 
Court  by  Mr.  Sproule  were  contradicted 
on  oath  by  several  respectable  witnesses; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  direct  the  at- 
tention of  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  Mr. 
Sproule's  conduct,  or  what  other  course 
it  is  intended  to  take  in  the  matter  ? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (DubUn  Uni- 
yersity)  (who  repb'ed)  said,  he  had  been 
inquiring  into  the  matter,  but  he  had 
not  yet  received  sufficient  information  to 


ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY  —  DIS- 
TRICT  INSPECTOR  DAVIS  OF 
LOUGHREA.  CO.  GALWAY  — AL- 
LEGED REFLECTION  ON  CATHO- 
LIC CLERGYMEN. 

Mb.  SHEEHY  (Oalway,  S.)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether  District  In- 
spector Davis  of  Iioughrea  said  on  Mon- 
day 13th  instant  to  a  number  of  men, 
whom  he  had  under  arrest,  that  the 
Parish  Priest  of  Woodford  and  his 
curate  .are  blackguards;  and,  if  so, 
whether  Davis  will  be  reprimanded  and 
made  to  apologise  to  the  Rev.  gentle- 
men? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.) : 
District  Inspector  Davis  states  that  he 
never  made  use  of  the  language  imputed 
to  him  in  this  Question ;  and  the  In- 
spector General  informs  me  that,  from 
his  own  knowledge  of  that  officer,  he 
believes  he  would  be  one  of  the  last 
men  who  would  be  guilty  of  using  such 
offensive  language. 

Mb.  SHEEHY  asked  if  the  question 
had  been  asked  of  the  man  lumself  ? 
Had  he  been  asked  ? 

SiB  MICHAEL  HICKS  -  BEACH  : 
District  Inspector  Davis  has  been  aaked 
whether  he  made  use  of  the  language, 
and  he  denied  it. 

CHANNEL  FISHERIES-FISHERIES  RE- 
GULATION,  1843— DETENTION  OF 
ENGLISH  FISHING  VESSELS  AT 
HAVRE. 

Mb.  round  (Essex,  N.E.,  Harwich) 
asked  the  under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  If  he  can  give  any 
further  information  to  the  House  as  to 
the  cause  of  the  recent  detention  of 
Essex  fishing  vessels  at  Havre;  and, 
whether  there  is  any  ground. for  the 
complaint  by  the  French  authorities  of 
alleged  illegal  fishing  ? 

Thb  UNDER  SECRETARY  (Sir 
Jahes  Febousson)  (Manchester,  N.£.^ : 
The  Minister  of  Marine  has  directed  the 
charge  against  the  smacks  to  be  with- 
drawn, and  has  ordered  the  boats  to  bs 
released.  There  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  any  ground  for  the  statement 
as  to  illegal  fishing.  No  further  intoc^ 
mation  as  to  the  cause  of  detentioa  1ms 
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been  received.  It  would  be  well  to  bear 
in  mind  that  the  boats  acted  contrary 
to  the  Convention  of  1843  in  entering 
Havre,  though  the  proceedings  of  the 
Local  Authorities  were  harsh,  consider- 
ing that  the  Regulation  thus  infringed 
had  been  allowed  to  fall,  practically, 
into  abeyance. 

Mr.  bound  asked  whether  it  could 
not  be  arranged  between  the  two  coun- 
tries that  respectable  English  fishermen 
should  run  no  risk  of  imprisonment 
when  they  were  compelled  to  enter 
French  ports  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing necessary  supplies  ? 

Sib  JAMES  FERGUSSON,  in  reply, 
said,  that  the  attention  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  was  being  given  to  this  matter. 

MERCANTILE  MARINE— UNCLAIMED 
WAGES  OF  SEAMEN. 

Colonel  HILL  (Bristol,  S.)  asked  the 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  If  he 
will  state  the  total  sum  that  has  heen 
paid  into  the  Consolidated  Fund  on  ac- 
count of  unclaimed  wages  of  seamen, 
and  also  on  account  of  deceased  seamen's 
efiPects  ? 

The  SECRETARY  (Baron  Henry 
De  Worms)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) : 
The  receipts  from  unclaimed  wages  of 
living  seamen  have  amounted  to 
£3,591  9«.  lOd.f  and  were  paid  to  the 
Exchequer  as  an  extra  receipt  on  the 
Vote  for  Relief  of  Distressed  Seamen. 
The  sums  paid  over  for  wages  and 
effects  of  deceased  seamen  have  amounted 
to  £250,900  19«.  4d,  This  latter  sum 
was  formerly  payable  to  the  Exchequer 
under  the  Merchant  Seamen's  Winding 
Up  Act,  1851  ;  but  since  April,  1883, 
they  have  been  payable  to  the  Mercan- 
tile Marine  Fund,  under  the  Merchant 
Shipping  (Expenses)  Act,  1882.  I  may 
add  that  the  net  cost  of  winding  up  the 
Merchant  Seamen's  Fund  up  to  De- 
cember, 1884,  reached  £1,007,266,  which 
sum  was  provided  by  Votes  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT— ARMY  QUARTER- 
MASTERS. 

Colonel  DUNCAN  (Finsbury,  Hol- 
born)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  Whether  he  is  now  in  a  position 
to  say  anything  about  the  future  position 
of  Army  Quartermasters  ? 

The  financial  SECEETAEY, 
WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  Bkodkick)  (Sur- 
rey,  Guildford)  (who  replied)  said : 
The  Treasury  have  now  approved  the 


j  proposals  submitted  to  them  for  fur- 
ther improving  the  position  and  emo- 
luments of  the  quartermasters  and 
riding  masters  of  the  Army — namely, 
( 1 )  In  future  quartermasters  and  riding 
masters  who  are  specially  recommended 
may  be  granted  the  rate  of  pay  laid 
down  in  the  Royal  Warrant  for  20 
years'  commissioned  service,  after  only 
15  years'  commissioned  service,  pro- 
vided the  officer  has  a  total  service  of 
30  years ;  (2)  in  certain  posts  of  excep- 
tional responsibility  held  by  quarter- 
masters and  riding  masters  the  honorary 
and  relative  rank  of  major  may  be 
granted.  This  will  give  the  officers 
concerned  slightly  higher  allowances, 
and  the  relative  rank  of  major  will  carry 
with  it  the  right  to  major's  rates  of 
widow'spensionandcompassionate  allow- 
ances ;  (3)  under  the  present  regulations 
a  quartermaster  or  riding  master  com- 

Eelled  to  retire  on  account  of  ilUhealth 
efore  completing  10  years'  commis- 
sioned service  can  only  receive  as  retired 
pay  the  rates  laid  down  for  half -pay  in 
Article  952  of  the  Royal  Warrant  of 
June  10,  1884,  varying  from  4«.  to 
7«.  6d.  per  day.  In  future  an  officer  so 
retiring  after  30  years'  total  service,  but 
with  less  than  10  years'  commissioned 
service,  will  be  granted  retired  pay  at 
rates  varying  from  8«.  to  10«.  per  day. 

india—the  commission  on  the 

civil  services— the  uncove- 

nanted  civil  service. 

SiB  ROPER  LETHBRIDGE  (Ken- 
sington, N.)  asked  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  India,  Whether  the  Uncove- 
nanted  Civil  Services  of  India  will  be 
represented,  and  to  what  extent,  on  the 
Commission  that  is  about  to  inquire  into 
the  Civil  Services  of  India  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  (Sir 
John  Qobst)  (Chatham) :  I  am  not  yet 
able  to  state  the  composition  of  the  Com- 
mission ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  the  Vice- 
roy will  take  care  that  all  interests  are 
properly  represented  upon  it. 

POST  OFFICE— INSURANCE  OP  REGIS- 
TERED LETTERS. 

Mr.  watt  (Glasgow,  Camlachie) 
asked  the  Postmaster  General,  If  he  is 
aware  of  the  high  per  centage  obtain- 
able at  present  by  private  underwriters 
for  the  insurance  of  registered  letters 
containing  scrip  or  other  valuable  en- 
closures; and,  if  he  will  institute  in- 
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quiries  so  as  to  enable  him  to  consider 
as  to  the  advisabilitj  of  the  Gorernment 
undertaking  what,  at  the  nominal  rate 
of  one  penny  per  cent,  ought  to  prove  a 
lucrative  source  of  revenue  ? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikes)  (Cambridge  University) :  The 
subject  to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers 
is  one  of  considerable  interest  and  de- 
serves very  careful  consideration.  I 
find  that  it  received  the  attention  of  one 
of  my  Predecessors  some  time  ago,  but 
that  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
Department  ought  not  to  undertake 
insurance  of  letters  and  parcels  for  sums 
exceeding  £10  ;  and  the  scheme  for  in- 
suring to  that  amount  was  introduced  on 
the  Ist  of  May  last.  I  shall,  however, 
be  happy  to  consider  it  further. 

POST   OFFICE— POSTAGE   RATES    TO 
THE  AUSTRALIAN  COLONIES. 

Lord  HENRY  BRUCE  (Wilts,  Chip- 
penham)  asked  the  Postmaster  General, 
Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  German 
and  French  Governments,  with  such 
small  interests,  so  manage  for  their  sub- 
jects that  letters  from  those  Countries  to 
our  Australian  Colonies  only  cost  2^d. 
postage,  whilst  from  England  the  charge 
IS  6(/. ;  and,  whether  it  is  also  the  case 
that  the  Germans  and  French  can  send 
a  postcard  out  for  l(f.,  whereas  none  at 
any  price  are  issued  in  England  for 
despatch  to  Australia  ? 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikes)  (Cambridge  University) :  I  find 
that  according  to  the  latest  information 
received  at  the  Post  Office  the  German 
and  French  rates  to  Australia  are  not 
such  as  described  by  the  noble  Lord ; 
but  I  have  telegraphed  to  Paris  and 
Berlin,  to  inquire  if  any  recent  changes 
have  been  made.  I  have  not  had  time 
to  receive  the  answers.  Perhaps  the 
noble  Lord  will  repeat  his  Question 
to-morrow. 

ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  THE  CIVIL 
SERVICES— THE  DIPLOMATIC  AND 
CONSULAR  SERVICES. 

Mb.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, Whether  he  will  so  amend  the 
terms  of  reference  to  the  new  Royal 
Commission  as  to  include  the  Diplomatic 
and  Consular  Services  within  the  pur- 
view of  its  inquiry  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER  (Lord   Randolph    Ohurchill) 

Mr.  Watt 


(Paddington,  S.) :  If  it  had  not  been  for 
the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member,  I 
should  never  have  supposed  that  the 
Foreign  Office,  with  all  its  appurte- 
nances, was  not  included  within  the 
scope  of  the  inquiries  of  the  proposed 
Royal  Commission;  but,  as  the  hon. 
Member  has  doubts  on  the  subject,  and 
as  similar  doubts  have  been  ezpreesed 
in  the  newspapers  concerning  it,  I  pro- 
pose to  amend  the  Reference  to  the 
Royal  Commission  by  inserting  the 
words,  ''  at  home  and  abroad."  That, 
I  think,  will  meet  the  objection  of  the 
hon.  Member. 

PUBLIC  BUSINESS— ORDER  OF  SUPPLY 

—THE  VOTE  FOR  THE  ROYAL 

IRISH  CONSTABULARY. 

Mb.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.,and  Sligo, 
S.)  asked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, Whether,  if  the  Constabulary  Vote 
is  reached,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  €h>- 
vernment  to  take  it  that  night  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER  (Lord  Randolph  Chubchill) 
(Paddington,  S.),  in  reply,  said,  he 
thought  it  would  be  more  convenient  to 
go  on  with  their  Votes  in  their  order,  but 
to  take  out  the  Constabulary  Vote  from 
that  order,  and  take  it  first  to-morrow. 

ORDERS  OF  THE  BAT. 

SUPPLY— CI  \nL  SERVICE  ESTIlfATES. 

SiTPPLY — ooMtdered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  II. — Salabies  and  Ezpsvbis  ov 
Civil  Depabtmsnts. 

(1.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

'*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,126,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  mm 
nocessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  oome 
in  coarse  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  in  the  Department  of  the  Be« 
gistrar  General  of  Births,  &c.,  and  the  Expenses 
of  the  Collection  of  Agricultural  and  other 
Statistics  in  Ireland.'* 

Mr.  AETHUE  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal,  E.) :  I  regret.  Sir,  that  I  was  not 
quite  able  to  complete  the  obserrations 
which  I  wished  to  make  on  this  Vote  at 
a  previous  Sitting,  the  Bules  of  the 
House  making  me  under  the  neoeeaitj 
to  ask  the  Committee  to  allow  me  to  de- 
tain it  a  little  longer  while  I  state  mj 
case.  Well,  Sir,  this  Vote  for  the  Be- 
gistrar  General's  Office  is  a  Vote  for 
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says — "This  salary  includes  remunera- 
tion for  Census  duties."  Now,  it  does 
not  include  that  remuneration  in  con- 
nection with  the  Census  of  1881 — 
that  was  paid  for,  and  very  liberally 
paid  for,  Mr.  Mathison  receiving  an 
allowance  of  £1,000,  which  I  am  sorry 
to  say  he  did  not  share  with  the  men 
who  did  the  work.  But  it  was  found  by 
the  Treasury,  after  the  £1,000  was  paid, 
that  the  work  in  connection  with  the 
Census  was  so  quickly  got  rid  of — all 
that  remained  which  was  supposed  to 
be  so  very  heavy  was  so  quickly  de- 
spatched— that  the  Treasury  would  not 
be  very  much  inclined  to  devote  £1,000 
for  the  same  purpose  again.  But  what 
is  now  done  is  this :  Mr.  Mathison's 
salary  is  to  be  raised  by  an  annual 
increment  up  to  a  maximum  of  £800 
a-year  on  the  strength  of  Census  duties. 
Now,  there  will  be  no  Census  again  until 
the  year  1891;  they  are,  therefore,  pro- 
posing, at  the  instigation  of  Mr.  Mathi- 
son, to  give  him  pay  for  duties  which 
possibly  he  may  never  live  to  discharge. 
It  is  perfectly  absurd  to  begin  in  1886 
to  give  a  man  pay  for  duties  which  he 
will  not  undertake  until  1891.  That 
item,  therefore,  appears  to  be  perfectly 
indefensible  ;  and,  though  I  should  like 
to  be  able  to  move  a  reduction  of  the 
Vote  which  would  signalize  the  sense  of 
the  Committee  on  the  whole  scheme  of 
re-organization  which  has  been  adopted 
in  the  Department,  I  must,  as  I  am  un- 
able to  do  that,  content  myself  by  mov- 
ing this  reduction  of  £20  on  the  salary 
of  Mr.  Mathison. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,106,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31  st  day  of  March  1887.  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  in  the  Department  of  the  Regis- 
trar General  of  Births,  &c.,  and  the  Expenses 
of  the  Collection  of  Agricultural  and  other  Sta- 
tistics in  Ireland.'* — {Mr,  Arthur  O'Connor.) 

The  SECEETAEY  to  the  TREA- 
SUEY  (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N. )  :  The 
hon.  Member  who  has  moved  this  reduc- 
tion (Mr.  A.  O'Connor)  has  pointed  out 
that  there  is  a  certain  coincidence  in 
the  amount  asked  for  this  year  and  the 
amount  asked  for  last  year — that  the  two 
amounts  are  precisely  the  same.  But 
I  think  he  did  not  point  out  that  that 
circumstance  is  not  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  salaries  are  exactly  the  same,  be- 
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cause  there  is  a  reduction  in  the  amount 
of  the  salaries  of  £105;  and  therefore 
the  sum  is  made  up  in  other  ways,  which 
do  not  affect  the  question  that  he  has 
brought  forward.     Sir,  I  am  in  a  posi- 
tion   to  say  that    this    re-organization 
scheme  was  most  carefully  gone  into  by 
independent  officers.    As  I  understand 
the  hon.  Member,  he  desires  to  have  an 
inquiry  into  this  re-organization  made  by 
somebody  independently  of  the  Office  in 
Dublin.     Now,  Sir,  if  that  is  the  object 
which  the  hon.  Member  has  in  view, 
that  object  has  already  been  attained ; 
because,  when  the  re-organization  was 
effected,  it  was  inquired  into  not  only 
by  Mr.  Holmes,  but  also  by  an  officer 
sent  over  from  the  Treasury  who  had 
no  connection  whatever  with  the  Irish 
Office,  and  who  is  an  officer  in  whom  the 
Treasury  have  great  confidence.     He 
was  sent  for  the  special  purpose  of  exa- 
mining into  the  question  of  re-organiza- 
tion,  and  it  was    most  carefully  con- 
sidered at  the  time ;  and  the  decision 
arrived  at  is  one  which  I  believe  received 
the  approval,  not  only  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  late  Chief  Secretary  (Mr. 
John  Morley),  but  also  of  my  immediate 
Predecessor  (Mr.   Henry   H.  Fowler). 
Sir,  the  financial  results  will  be,  I  be- 
lieve, as  follows: — The  salaries,  which  in 
1885-6  were  £7,535,  will,  in  1886-7,  be 
£7,419,  showing  a  decrease  of  £116; 
but  the  future  amount  of  these  salaries 
will  be   £6,803,  showing  a  saving  of 
£732.     The  hon.  Member  has  referred 
to  the  Secretary,  and  to  the  increase  which 
has  been  made  to  his  salary;  and  he 
has  mentioned  also  the  fact  that  he  re- 
ceived a  gratuity  of  £1,000  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  last  Census.    I  believe  the 
facts  are  that  this  salary,  as  it  existed 
before,  was  under  an  arrangement   by 
which    the    Secretary  was  entitled  to 
£1,000  every  10  years.     That  arrange- 
ment was  not  thought  to  be  a  useful  one ; 
and,  as  the  hon.  Member  says,  it  has 
been  arranged  that  the  £1,000  shall  be 
spread  over  the  period,  and,  therefore, 
as  regards  the  work  for  which  the  Secre- 
tary got  £1,000  at  the  end  of  every  10 
years,  he  will,  in  future,  do  it  without  the 
payment  of  the  gratuity  which  he  has 
hitherto  received  for  it,  and  of  coarse  for 
the  payment  which  his  salary  is  now  to 
be  made  to  cover.     Sir,  I  do  not  think 
that  I  can  usefully  occupy  the  time  of 
the  Committee  by  going  further  into 
this  question.    I  am  assured  by  those 
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have  been  injured  in  their  statuSf  be- 
cause they  have  been  now  associated, 
for  all  practical  purposes,  with  the 
Lower  Division  cierKS,  who  before  were 
recognized  as  having  a  lower  official 
status.  They  are  to  be  left  with  them, 
and  the  Lower  Division  clerks,  who  had 
no  prospect  before  of  passing  over  the 
heads  of  the  third-class  clerks,  are  now 
to  be  made  equal  with  them,  and  eligible 
for  such  promotion  as  may  be  going  in 
the  Office.  Well,  Sir,  the  general  re- 
sult of  this  reorganization,  when  looked 
at  from  a  financial  point  of  view,  is  rather 
remarkable,  and  comes  out  in  this  way. 
Whereas  the  nine  men  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  Office  divide  between  them  £4,257 
a-year,  26  men  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
Office  divide  between  them  only  the  sum 
of  £2,912.  A  more  inequitable  distri- 
bution of  a  money  Vote,  or  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  an  Office,  cannot  be  con- 
ceived. I  regret  to  say  that  those  who 
had  this  matter  in  hand  are  able  to  ap- 
peal to  the  sanction  given  to  the  arrange- 
ment by  Sir  Robert  Hamilton,  who  is  a 
yery  able,  a  very  courageous,  and  a  very 
fair-minded  public  servant.  I  have  not 
a  word  to  say  against  him,  and  I  regret 
that  he  has  been  led  into  sanctioning 
this  scheme,  which  he  would  never  have 
originated  himself.  If  he  had  had  the 
work  to  do  the  result  would  have  been 
very  different  from  what  it  has  been. 
He  would  have  remembered  the  very 
great  difficulty  which  the  clerical  staff 
of  his  own  old  Office,  the  Admiralty,  had 
at  the  hands  of  the  Government  when 
reorganized  seven  or  eight  years  ago. 
On  that  occasion  nobody's  interests  were 
injured.  Those  who  were  affected  at  all 
were  affected  beneficially.  Theyhad^their 
status  as  well  as  their  paj  improved, 
and  those  clerks  who  retired,  retired 
on  exceptionally  favourable  terms,  in 
striking  contrast  with  the  stingy,  unjust, 
and  sorry  terms  on  which  some  men,  at 
any  rate,  in  this  Office  have  been  treated. 
Well,  Sir,  I  do  not  attach  very  much 
importance  to  the  fact  that  Sir  Eobert 
Hamilton  sanctioned  this  scheme,  be- 
cause it  is  a  matter  of  notoriety  that 
he  has  had  his  hands  very  full  of  a 
multiplicity  of  affairs  for  the  last  12 
months.  Very  few  men  in  the  Public 
Service  had  such  difficult,  responsible, 
and  sustained  work  to  do  as  he,  and  it 
is  impossible  to  believe  that  he  could 
have  given  that  careful  attention  and 
scrutiny  to  the  routine  and  internal  do- 
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tails  of  this  Office  which  would  be  abao* 
lutely  necessary  in  order  to  do  juatioe  to 
the  parties  concerned.  I,  therefore,  do 
not  complain  of  him.  Neither  do  I 
complain  of  the  last  Administration  or 
of  the  present  Administration.  I  should 
not  be  prepared  to  hold  either  Govern- 
ment  responsible  for  this.  Bat  I  do 
hold  responsible  the  Secretary  of  the 
Office,  who,  I  believe,  has  entirely  mys- 
tified both  the  present  and  the  last  Ad- 
ministrations. That  Secretary  is  Mr. 
Mathison.  The  history  of  that  gentile- 
man  is  very  remarkable.  I  have  a  good 
deal  of  information  on  the  subject^  bat 
I  shall  not  bring  it  forward  now  beoaase 
it  would  not  be  fair  to  him — and  I  de- 
sire to  treat  him  fairly,  as  eyerybodj 
else — unless  he  personally  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  replying  to  the  complaints 
which  might  be  made.  I,  therefore,  ab- 
stain from  going  into  any  details  with 
regard  to  Mr.  Mathison's  rise.  His 
father  used  to  be  Clerk  of  the  Council 
in  the  Castle  at  Dublin.  There  is  a  very 
strong  feeling  that  there  ought  to  be  a 
very  careful  and  independent  inquiry 
into  the  scheme  of  reorganization  by 
some  persons  who  would  not  be  at  au 
afraid  of  high  placed  officials  either  at 
Dublin  Castle  or  at  Whitehall — who 
would  examine  everything  on  its  meritSi 
and  entirely  without  any  dread  lest  they 
shouldincurthedispleasureoftheDepart- 
ments  in  Dublin,  or  of  the  Treasury.  So 
far  with  regard  to  the  reorganization. 
Now  with  regard  to  the  particular  re- 
duction which  I  propose  to  move,  it  is  a 
very  small  reduction  of  only  £20,  and 
it  is  on  the  salary  of  the  Secretary  to 
the  Office.  There  is  no  earthly  reason 
why  that  Secretary  should  have  his  pay 
increased.  Mr.  Treveljan,  when  Chief 
Secretary,  on  the  7th  of  March,  1884, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Dawson,  then  Member  for 
Carlow,  stated  that  it  was  not  intended 
to  increase  the  pay  of  Mr.  Mathison  at 
all,  and  there  was  no  reason  for  doing 
so.  Well,  now,  his  pay  is  increased.  He 
gets  £20  more  out  of  identically  the 
same  total  Vote,  and  out  of  a  Vote  for 
salaries  which  is  £105  less  than  it  used 
to  be.  He  gets  it  at  somebody's  ex- 
pense. I  have  shown  how  the  thing 
has  been  brought  about.  This  evi- 
dently requires  some  justification,  and 
the  attempted  justification  is  explained 
in  a  note.  There  is  an  asterisk 
against  the  total  of  £800,  the  proposed 
maximum  of  the  Office,  and  the  note 
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Bays — ''This  salary  inoludes  remunera- 
tion for  Census  duties."    Now,  it  does 
not  include  that  remuneration  in  con- 
nection   with    the   Census    of    1881 — 
that   was  paid  for,  and  very  liberally 
paid  for,    Mr.   Mathison   receiving   an 
allowance  of  £1,000,  which  I  am  sorry 
to  say  he  did  not  share  with  the  men 
who  did  the  work.    But  it  was  found  by 
the  Treasury,  after  the  £1,000  was  paid, 
that  the  work  in  connection  with  the 
Census  was  so  quickly  got  rid  of — all 
that  remained  which  was  supposed  to 
be  so  very  heavy  was   so   quickly  de- 
spatched—that the  Treasury  would  not 
be  very  much  inclined  to  devote  £1,000 
for  the  same  purpose  again.     But  what 
is  now  done  is  this :    Mr.  Mathison's 
salary  is   to  be   raised   by   an    annual 
increment  up   to  a  maximum  of  £800 
a-year  on  the  strength  of  Census  duties. 
Now,  there  will  be  no  Census  again  until 
the  year  1891  ;  they  are,  therefore,  pro- 
posing, at  the  instigation  of  Mr.  Mathi- 
son, to  give  him  pay  for  duties  which 
possibly  he  may  never  live  to  discharge. 
It  is  perfectly  absurd  to  begin  in  1886 
to  give  a  man  pay  for  duties  which  he 
will  not  imdertake  until   1891.      That 
item,  therefore,  appears  to  be  perfectly 
indefensible  ;  and,  though  I  should  like 
to  be  able  to  move  a  reduction  of  the 
Vote  which  would  signalize  the  sense  of 
the  Committee  on  the  whole  scheme  of 
re-organization  which  has  been  adopted 
in  the  Department,  I  must,  as  I  am  un- 
able to  do  that,  content  myself  by  mov- 
ing this  reduction  of  £20  on  the  salary 
of  Mr.  Mathison. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

"That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £5,106,  be 
g^ranted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  3l8t  day  of  March  1887.  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  in  the  Department  of  the  Regis- 
trar General  of  Births,  &c.,  and  the  Expenses 
of  the  Collection  of  Agricultural  and  other  Sta- 
tistics in  Ireland." — [Mr.  Arthur  0* Connor.) 

The  SECEETAEY  to  the  TEEA- 
SURY  (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.)  :  The 
hon.  Member  who  has  moved  this  reduc- 
tion (Mr.  A.  O'Connor)  has  pointed  out 
that  there  is  a  certain  coincidence  in 
the  amount  asked  for  this  year  and  the 
amount  asked  for  last  year — that  the  two 
amoimts  are  precisely  the  same.  But 
I  think  he  did  not  point  out  that  that 
circumstance  is  not  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  salaries  are  exactly  the  same,  be- 
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cause  there  is  a  reduction  in  the  amount 
of  the  salaries  of  JB105;  and  therefore 
the  sum  is  made  up  in  other  ways,  which 
do  not  affect  the  question  that  he  has 
brought  forward.     Sir,  I  am  in  a  posi- 
tion   to   say  that    this    re-organization 
scheme  was  most  carefully  gone  into  by 
independent  officers.     As  I  understand 
the  hon.  Member,  he  desires  to  have  an 
inquiry  into  this  re-organization  made  by 
somebody  independently  of  the  Office  in 
Dublin.     Now,  Sir,  if  that  is  the  object 
which  the  hon.  Member  has  in  view, 
that  object  has  already  been  attained ; 
because,  when  the  re-organization  was 
effected,  it  was  inquired  into  not  only 
by  Mr.  Holmes,  but  also  by  an  officer 
sent  over  from  the  Treasury  who  had 
no  connection  whatever  with  the  Irish 
Office,  and  who  is  an  officer  in  whom  the 
Treasury  have  great   confidence.      He 
was  sent  for  the  special  purpose  of  exa- 
mining into  the  question  of  re- organiza- 
tion,   and  it  was    most  carefully  con- 
sidered at  the  time ;  and  the   decision 
arrived  at  is  one  which  I  believe  received 
the  approval,  not  only  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  late  Chief  Secretary  (Mr. 
John  Morley),  but  also  of  my  immediate 
Predecessor   (Mr.   Henry   H.  Fowler). 
Sir,  the  financial  results  will  be,  I  be- 
lieve, as  follows: — The  salaries,  which  in 
1885-6  were  £7,535,  will,  in  1886-7,  be 
£7,419,  showing  a  decrease  of  £116; 
but  the  future  amount  of  these  salaries 
will  be   £6,803,  showing  a  saving  of 
£732.     The  hon.  Member  has  referred 
to  the  Secretary,  and  to  the  increase  which 
has  been  made  to  his  salary;  and  he 
has  mentioned  also  the  fact  that  he  re- 
ceived a  gratuity  of  £1,000  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  last  Census.    I  believe  the 
facts  are  that  this  salary,  as  it  existed 
before,  was  under  an  arrangement  by 
which    the    Secretary  was  entitled  to 
£1,000  every  10  years.     That  arrange- 
ment was  not  thought  to  be  a  useful  one ; 
and,  as  the  hon.  Member  says,  it  has 
been  arranged  that  the  £1,000  shall  be 
spread  over  the  period,  and,  therefore, 
as  regards  the  work  for  which  the  Secre- 
tary got  £1,000  at  the  end  of  every  10 
years,  he  will,  in  future,  do  it  without  the 
payment  of  the  gratuity  which  he  has 
hitherto  received  for  it,  and  of  course  for 
the  payment  which  his  salary  is  now  to 
be  made  to  cover.     Sir,  I  do  not  think 
that  I  can  usefully  occupy  the  time  of 
the  Committee  by  going  further  into 
this  question.    I  am  assured  by  those 
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who  have  the  best  means  of  judging 
that  the  work  of  the  Office  is  ex- 
ceedingly well  done.  I  belicTe  the 
hon.  Member  himself  made  no  com- 
plaints whatever  as  to  the  way  in 
which  the  work  is  performed.  I  am 
told  the  work  is  well  done;  and, 
with  regard  to  the  question  of  the 
second  and  third-class  clerks,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  said  it  is  not  intended  to 
replace  the  second-class  clerks  by  the 
existing  third-class  clerks,  or  men  called 
by  that  name ;  but  those  positions  will 
be  opened  to  the  Lower  Division  clerks, 
and,  therefore,  it  is  an  injury  to  the 
third-class  clerks,  as  it  will  sooner  or  later 
benefit,  not  them,  but  those  who  fill  the 
Lower  Divisions.  But,  according  to  the 
result  of  the  examination  made  into  it, 
the  work  done  by  these  clerks  is  work 
done  by  what  is  known  as  the  Lower 
Division  clerks.  I  do  not  think  that  I 
can  add  anything  more.  I  can  only 
assure  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  the 
question  was  most  carefully  considered, 
and  that  the  re-organization  was  ap- 
proved, not  only  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
and  also  by  Sir  Bobert  Hamilton,  of 
whom  the  hon.  Member  has  most  fairly 
spoken  as  being  a  man  in  whom  we  must 
have  confidence,  but  by  Mr.  Holmes, 
our  officer  in  Dublin,  as  well,  and  also 
by  the  special  officer  who  was  sent  over 
by  the  Treasury;  and,  therefore,  the 
Treasury  could  hardly  have  taken  more 
complete  means  to  secure  that  the  re- 
organization should  be  carried  out  in  the 
best  possible  manner  at  their  disposal. 
Mb.  T.  W.EUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.): 
Notwithstanding  the  explanation  which 
has  just  been  given  by  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  I  hope  the  hon.  Member 
who  has  raised  this  question  will  press 
his  Motion  to  a  division.  Before  I  at 
all  thought  of  becoming  a  Member  of 
this  House  I  paid  attention  to  this  very 
question,  and  I  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  is  a  matter  that  ought 
seriously  to  be  inquired  into  by  this 
House,  and  that  this  Vote  ought  to  be 
resisted.  Now,  I  do  not  wish  to  take 
up  the  time  of  the  Committee  unneces- 
sarily. Hon.  Members  opposite  will 
bear  me  out  in  saying  that  I  have  not 
wasted  much  time  as  yet,  and  I  have  no 
desire  to  do  so.  But  I  want  to  point  out 
that  the  re- organization  of  this  office  was 
not  initiated  by  the  Executive,  and  there 
were  no  complaints  of  inefficiency,  or  that 
the  Office  did  not  work  properly.   The  re* 
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organization  was  the  work  of  the  Secre- 
tary, and  of  no  other  person.  Now,  no 
inquiry  was  held.  It  is  the  rule  to  re* 
organize  offices  after  an  inquiry  has  been 
held  into  their  working ;  but  no  inquiry 
was  held  into  the  working  of  this  Office. 
1  repeat  that  this  re-organization  scheme 
is  the  work  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Office,  and  of  no  other  person.  The 
result  of  it,  no  matter  what  may  be 
said,  is  simply  this — that  Mr.  Mathison 
has  succeeded  in  promoting  some  special 
favourites  of  his  own  to  higher  positions 
and  higher  salaries;  and  he  has  succeeded 
in  throwing  on  the  world,  with  much 
smaller  pensions  than  they  would  other- 
wise have  had,  several  men  who  were 
not  so  popular  with  him  as  they  might 
have  been.  The  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury says  that  this  gratuity  of  £1,000  is 
to  be  discontinued,  and  that  in  lieu  of  it 
Mr.  Mathison  is  to  get  £20  of  salary 
added  each  year.  But  he  has  got  his 
£1,000  for  the  last  Census.  Why,  then, 
should  you  give  him  the  increase  before 
the  next  Census  is  taken  ?  If  the  hon. 
Member  goes  to  a  division  on  this  Mo- 
tion I  shall  support  him ;  and  I  would 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  to 
seriously  look  into  this  question,  eet  to 
the  root  of  the  matter,  and  have  it  out 
with  Mr.  Mathison. 

Mb.  MUEPHY  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick's): 
I  also  would  support  this  Motion,  Sir. 
I  am  well  acquainted  with  the  circum- 
stances of  the  re-organization  of  this 
Office,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  it  is  a  thing  which  has  caused 
a  great  deal  of  dissatisfaction  among  the 
officials  in  the  Begistrar  General's  De- 
partment, and  a  general  belief,  which  I 
have  no  doubt  is  well  founded,  that  the 
whole  scheme  proceeded  from  one  mind, 
which  appears  to  be  that  of  the  only 
person  who  has  received  any  benefit; 
whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  some  men 
who  are  most  deserving  have  been 
thrown  upon  the  world  after  20  years 
of  labour  with  very  trifling  salaries. 
I  hope  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
will  really  look  into  this  case  again,  and 
have  it  reconsidered,  with  the  view  of 
admitting  in  some  practical  sense  the 
injustice  that  has,  no  doubt,  been  done. 
I  will  support  the  hon.  Member  in  a 
division  on  this  subject. 

Sir  JOSEPH  M*KENNA(Monaghan, 
S.) :  I  also  will  vote  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  has  moved  this  reduction  to 
mark  my  sense  of  the  injustice  that  hat 
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been  done.  I  do  not  believe  tbat  anyone 
in  ibis  House  or  out  of  it  belieyes  that 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  contem- 
plates doing  any  injustice;  but  the 
figures  show  that  injustice  is  being  done 
somewhere.  Any  reform  or  economy 
generally  presses  upon  someone  or  other, 
and  there  is  generally  a  more  lavish  ex- 
penditure in  some  direction  or  other. 
The  people  of  the  Department  feel  that 
an  injustice  has  been  done,  not  by  pub- 
lic inquiry  or  pressure  from  without, 
but  by  pressure  from  within  ;  and  I 
hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  go  to  a 
division,  as  the  only  way  of  marking  our 
sense  of  the  injustice  that  has  been 
done. 

Mb.  ARTHUE  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal, E.) :  I  should  like  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  to  tell  us  the  details  of 
this  extraordinary  arrangement  by  which 
one  man  is  recognized  as  having  ob- 
tained a  sum  of  £1,000  every  10  years. 
That  is  what  I  think  he  told  us— that 
there  was  a  special  arrangement  for  the 
allowance  of  the  Secretary  to  the  Regis- 
trar General's  Office  whereby  he  was 
to  get  £1,000  every  10  years. 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  do  not  know  the 
details  of  the  arrangement.  I  merely 
stated  what  is  the  fact — that  in  addition 
to  his  salary  he  had  attached  to  it  a 
gratuity  amounting  to  £1,000  for  each 
10  years,  and  that  £1,000  was  paid 
practically  when  the  work  was  done. 
As  the  hon.  Member  knows,  the  work  of 
the  Census  extends  over  a  period  of 
years — I  will  not  say  over  10  years,  but 
over  two  or  three  or  four  years — and  it 
was  thought  better  to  make  the  arrange- 
ment now  made.  No  doubt,  a  great 
deal  of  increased  work  is  thrown  upon 
the  Secretary  by  the  Census,  and  he  will 
not  get  increased  pay  in  a  lump  sum, 
but  extended  over  the  whole  period  by 
an  increased  salary,  and  he  will  not  be 
entitled  to  £1,000  in  a  lump  sum  again. 
That  is  done  away  with,  and  whatever 
extra  work  may  be  thrown  upon  him 
will  be  included  in  his  ordinary  salary. 

Mb.  ARTHUE  O'CONNOR  :  Surely 
the  hon.  Gentleman  must  see  the  sig- 
nificance of  this.  This  officer  is  entitled 
to  £1,000  every  10  years  for  work  done. 
[Mr.  Jackson:  Was  entitled.]  Well, 
was  entitled.  There  has  been  no  work 
done  for  this  increase  of  salary  yet,  and 
there  cannot  be  any  done  for  the  next 
three  or  four  years  at  any  rate.  Why 
not  delay  the  payment  until  the  work  is 


done,  and  not  begin  to  pay  it  at  once? 
There  is  another  point  that  the  Com- 
mittee should  take  special  notice  of — 
that  when  the  maximum  of  £800  a-year 
is  reached,  this  gentleman  will  be  draw- 
ing £200  a-year  more  than  he  draws 
now,  and  that  in  10  years  will  make 
£2,000  instead  of  £1,000;  and  whereas 
before  it  was  a  gratuity,  now  it  is  turned 
into  salary ;  and  when  a  Civil  servant 
retires  his  pension  would  be  calculated, 
not  upon  the  salary  of  £600,  but  upon 
the  salary  of  £800,  £200  of  which  ought 
to  be  gratuity,  on  which,  according  to 
the  Rules  of  the  Service,  no  pension 
should  be  granted  at  all. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.): 
Suppose  anything  were  to  happen  to  him 
before  the  next  Census  is  taken — he 
would  have  been  drawing  this  money 
absolutely  for  nothitjg.  This  is  a  very 
small  matter ;  but  it  should  be  carefully 
considered. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  76; 
Noes  136:  Majority  60.  —  (Div.  List, 
No.  36.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Class  IIL — Law  and  Justice. 

(2.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

'*That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £29,0 il,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  of  Criminal 
Prosecutions  and  other  Law  Charges  in  Ireland, 
including  certain  Allowances  unaer  the  Act  16 
and  16  Vic.  c.  83." 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal,  E.) :  I  would  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  or  any  other  official,  whether 
he  would  explain  one  or  two  variations 
in  this  Vote  ?  Now,  under  Sub-head  B, 
for  the  Crown  and  Treasury  Solicitor, 
the  sum  has  gone  up  from  £2,000  last 
year  to  £2,600  this  year;  under  Sub- 
head C  there  is  a  fresh  item  for  Sessional 
Crown  Solicitor  of  £325  a-year,  which 
does  not  appear  in  last  year's  Vote  at 
all ;  and  under  Sub-head  G  the  charge 
for  printing  briefs  with  the  sanction  of 
the  Attorney  General  has  gone  up  from 
£50  to  £200. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity)  :  With  regard  to  the  first  item, 
the  increase  in  the  salary  of  the  Crown 
and  Treasury  Solicitor  ^m  £2,000  to 
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£2,600,  that  is  to  be  explained  in  this 
way: — The  former  salary  was  £1,200 
a-year  and  £800  for  allowance,  which 
made  it  up  to  £2,000 ;  but  in  addition  to 
that  he  received  a  large  amount  of  fees 
which  he  did  not  account  for  to  the  Trea- 
sury, in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  his 
appointment.     A  Committee  to  investi- 
gate that  and  other  matters  was  held 
about    1884,   and   one  of    the   recom- 
mendations was  that  he  should  be  paid 
a  salary  and  account  for  all  the  fees  he 
received,  and  we  have  carried  out  that 
recommendation,  and  having  regard  to 
the  amount  of  fees  paid   hitherto   the 
salary  was  fixed  at  £1,800.     If  the  hon. 
Member  will  look  at  the  Vote  he  will 
find  an  estimated  extra  receipt  of  £500, 
80  that  in  reality  this  is  a  change  to  a 
permanent  salary  instead  of  being  paid, 
as  previously,  partly  by  fees.  The  other 
point  to  which  attention  has  been  called 
is  the  sum  of  £325  for  Sessional  Crown 
Solicitor — Mr.  Thomas  Boyd,  the  Crown 
Solicitor  for  Tipperary.    Formerly  there 
were   two    Crown    Solicitors    for    that 
county,  which  was  divided  into  two  parts 
or  ridings  ;  and  Mr.  Boyd,  who  has  had 
increased  duties,  has  frequently  made 
application  for  an  increase  of  salary,  and 
in  regard  to  the  extent  of  his  duties  and 
the  largeness  of  the  county  the  increase 
has  been  fixed  at  £325.    I  may  mention 
that  Mr.  Boyd  has  now  ceased  to  be 
Sessional  Crown  Solicitor,  and  the  salary 
will  now  be  fixed  on  a  different  scale  in 
accordance  with  recommendations  which 
have  been  made.     The  extra  payment 
for  briefs  is  due  to  the  fact  that  a  repre- 
sentation has  been  made  that  the  sum 
hitherto  provided  has  not  been  sufficient, 
and  it  is  very  convenient  that  a  change 
should  now  be  made.  An  additional  sum 
is  asked  for  this  year  because  there  are 
cases  in  which  it  is  necessary,  and  the 
sum  asked  for  will  not  be  more  than  is 
required  to  pay  for  the  extra  service. 

Mb.  SHEEHY  (Galway,  8.) :  I  wish  to 
draw  attention  to  the  state  of  affairs  which 
prevails  in  the  county  of  Oalway  at  the 
presen  t  time,  where  there  is  a  clergyman  at 
present  in  gaol ;  and  I  want,  in  doing  so, 
particularly  to  allude  to  the  conduct  of 
the  Crown  Solicitor,  Mr.  Blake.  I  think 
it  is  generally  known  that  it  is  owing  to 
that  man's  conduct  that  this  clergyman 
is  imprisoned,  and  it  is  because  of  his 
attitude  that  better  counsels  did  not  pre- 
vail on  the  occasion  of  the  hearing  of 
the  case.    Father  Fahy  was  summoned 
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on  Friday  last  to  the  Petty  Sesaions  to 
answer  to  a  charge  of  intimidation  made 
against  him  by  Mr.  Lewis,  and  the  oaee 
was  heard,  and  after  the  hearing  one  of 
the  Besident  Magistrates  said  from  the 
Bench  that  he  quite  concurred  in  the 
view  of  the  case  put  forward  by  Father 
Fahy 's  solicitor — ^that  the  Hev.  Mr.  Fahj 
had  gone  as  a  peacemaker,  solely  with 
the  intention  of  guaranteeing  protection 
and  promoting  the  peace,  and  that  he 
sincerely  desired   to  act  as  a  mediator 
between   Mr.  Lewis  and  his  enemies. 
Well,  I  believe  that  Colonel  Waring, 
this  magistrate,  suggested  at  the  trial  to 
Mr.  Lewis's  solicitor,  who  represented 
the  Crown,  that  it  would  be  advisable 
that  there  should  be  an  amicable  settle- 
ment, and  that  the  result  might  be  that 
Mr.  Lewis  and  Father  Fahy  might  be 
better  friends.      But    Mr.   Blake,   the 
Crown  Solicitor,  persevered  in  insisting 
that  Father  Fahy  should  be  bound  over 
to  keep  the  peace,   in  consequence  of 
which  Father  Fahy  was  sent  to  Oalway 
G-aol.    It  can  easily  be  conceived  why  a 
clergyman  would  refuse  to  stamp  him- 
self as  a  malefactor  by  giving  bail  for 
his  good  conduct.     He  declared  that  he 
had  no  intention  of  intimidating — that 
it  was  far  from  his  purpose — mat  lui 
purpose  was,  by  mediation,  to  contribute 
to  restore  peace  and  order  in  the  district. 
But  owing  to  the  conduct  of   this  Mr. 
Blake  he  is  placed  in  gaol  for  a  good 
while,  because  he  desired  to  be  a  medi- 
ator and  to  bring   peace  and  harmony 
into  the  district.    I  wish  to  point  out  to 
the    Committee    what    connection    Mr. 
Blake  has  with  these  evictions  in  another 
form.     Mr.  Blake  is  the  solicitor  for  this 
Mr.  Lewis,  and  therefore  stands  in  a 
dual  capacity  as  solicitor  for  Mr.  Lewis 
and  as  normal  legal  adviser  to  the  Gh>- 
vernment.  He  was  instrumental  in  insti- 
gating more  than  one  piece  of  harsh  treat- 
ment against  the  tenantry.  The  condition 
of  the  affairs  of  the  tenantry  of  Mr. 
Lewis,  or  Mrs.  Lewis — I  do  not  know 
which — is  most  extraordinary,  and  also 
of  the  tenantry  of  Lord  Clanricarde. 
They  illustrate  how  difficult  it  is  to  keep 
peace  and  order  where  a  few  unseru- 
pulous  persecuting  landlords  proceed  to 
extremities.  About  six  months  ag^  three 
landlords  in  the  district  of  Woodford 
took  proceedings  against  their  tenantry. 
The  three  were  Sir  Henry  Burke,  Mrs. 
Lewis,  and  Lord  Clanricarde.    Of  the 
three  landlords  the  only  one  who  did  not 
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repeatedly  within  this  generation  make 
advances  to  raise  rents  on  the  tenants 
was  Sir  Henry  Burke.  He,  of  the  three 
within  this  generation,  did  not  raise  the 
rents  of  his  tenantry.  At  the  same  time, 
the  tenantry  found  they  could  not  pay 
the  entire  rent,  and  they  asked  a  reduc- 
tion, which  reduction  he  refused.  So 
did  all  three.  The  reduction  was  15  per 
cent— 3^.  in  the  pound— but  I  wish  to 
illustrate  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Blake  in 
this  matter,  and  how  it  is  that  by  official 
legerdemain  he  manages  to  keep  this 
district  in  hot  water.  Sir  Henry  Burke 
found  that  it  was  impossible  for  him, 
after  obtaining  decrees,  to  get  the  rents 
he  had  proceeded  for,  so  he  settled  with 
his  tenantry,  giving  them  what  they  de- 
manded, and  not  merely  that,  but  paying 
himself  the  costs  of  the  proceedings. 
Now,  concerning  the  other  two — Mrs. 
Lewis  and  Lord  Clanricarde — the  history 
of  their  property  is  most  extraordinary. 
Lord  Clanricarde  never  laid  out  %d,  on 
his  property.  The  property  is  a  moun- 
tain property. 

The  chairman  :  Order,  order ! 
The  hon.  Member  must  connect  his 
observations  with  the  Vote.  He  cannot 
enter  into  a  general  discussion  of  this 
nature. 

Mb.  SHEEHY  :  This  Mr.  Blake  is  a 
Crown  Solicitor,  and  I  want  to  point  out 
how  this  gentleman,  instead  of  beiug, 
as  he  ought  to  be,  a  machine  for  pro- 
moting order  in  the  district,  is  an  inciter 
of  disorder.  And,  in  giving  a  history 
of  these  properties,  I  only  want  to  point 
out  how  it  is  that  this  gentleman  and 
other  gentlemen  in  connection  with  these 
estates  have  been,  for  their  own  selfish 
ends,  driving  the  tenants  into  a  state  of 
despair,  and  preventing  anything  like 
a  right  or  f  good  feeling  between  the 
tenantry  and  their  landlords. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber must  direct  attention  to  the  action 
of  this  gentleman  as  Crown  Solicitor. 

Mb.  SHEEHY:  Very  well,  Sir;  I 
bow  to  your  ruling.  If  I  cannot  be  al- 
lowed to  illustrate  the  course  of  pro- 
ceedings— if  I  cannot  point  out  how  it  is 
that  this  gentleman  is  guilty,  to  a  great 
extent,  of  much  of  the  disturbance  and 
much  of  the  disorder  in  Galway — if  I 
cannot  go  into  the  history  of  this  bo  as 
to  show  completely  to  the  Committee 
why  it  is  that  I  would  ask  the  authori- 
ties to  interpose  over  his  head  to  settle 
the  breach,  I  may,  at  least,  point  out 


that  a  number  of  people  were  arrested 
in  consequence  of  the  evictions  which 
took  place,  and  their  arrest  has,  to  a 
certain  extent,  contributed  to  the  excite- 
ment of  the  district.     I  would  not  for  a 
moment  infringe  on   your  ruling,  Mr. 
Chairman,  and  if  I  cannot  touch  that 
which  I  thought  I  might  touch   I  must 
pass  from  it ;  but  what  I  would  ask  the 
authorities  to  do  in  this  matter  is  this — 
that  they  would  accept  bail,  and  instruct 
this  Mr.  Blake,  who,  as  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Crown,  refused  to  accept  bail 
for  these  poor  men,  that  he  must  do  so. 
Now,  what  are  these  men  in  for  but  re- 
sistance to  eviction?     There  is  in  the 
breast  of  an  Irishman,  as  in  the  breast 
of  an  Englishman,  the  idea  that  a  man's 
house  is  his  castle,  and  these  men  re- 
sisted  their   eviction   as  long  as   they 
could.     I  must  say,  further,  that  some  of 
them  ceased  that  resistance,  after  three 
or  four  hours,  on  the  promise  made  by 
one  of  the  Resident  Magistrates  that  no 
proceedings   would    be    taken    against 
them.  But  proceedings  have  been  taken 
againet  them  since,  and  they,  like  the 
rest,  will  be  placed  on  the  roll  and  re- 
turned for  trial,  bail  being  refused.  Now, 
it  has  been  contended  that  these  poor 
people  committed  some  awful  crime,  for 
which  it  would  be  impossible  that  the 
Crown  could  sanction  their  bail.    I  have 
given  a  small  idea  of  what  the  nature  of 
their  crime  was.     It  is  said  that  they 
poured   hot  lime  on   the  officers  sent 
against  them.    Well,  if  they  did,  is  that 
a  greater  crime  than  throwing  vitriol  in 
a  man's  face?    We  had  the  Wicklow 
case  a  few  years  ago,  where  a  lady  threw 
vitriol  in  a  man's  face.  I  would  point  to 
the  fact  that  that  is  at  least  as  bad  as 
hot  lime,  yet  she  was  admitted  to  bail 
before  the  trial  came  on,  and  she  got 
married  to  her  sweetheart.     The  con* 
tention  set  up  by  the  Crown  is  that 
these  men  committed  a  heinous  crime  in 
throwing  hot  lime,  and  that  it  would  be 
bad  for  the  peace  of  the  district  to  let 
them  out  on  bail.    But  that  would  really 
be  the  best  assistance  to  the  people,  and 
would  help  most  particularly  to  restore 
that  order  and  that  peace  for  which  the 
district  is  looking ;  and  I  would  ask  that 
these  men  should  be  admitted  to  bail. 
It  is  in  the  power  of  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral to  do  it.    He  should  order  these  men 
to  be  admitted  to  bail,  and  then  Father 
Fahy  would  give  bail  on  his  own  account^ 
and  that  would  do  more  to  restore  the 
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peace  of  the  district  than  the  harsh  mea- 
sures of  this  sort  of  vengeance  which 
Mr.  Blake  is  pursuing  in  Galway.    It  is 
because   of  the  resistance — because  of 
the    desperate    resistance — which    the 
people  made  to  their  eviction  that  Mr. 
Blake  is  pursuing  them  now  with  his 
vengeance.      He  wants  to  establish  a 
reign  of  terror  in  the  district,  so  that  it 
should  be  easy  for  him  by-and-bye  to 
carry  out  out  a  further  score  of  evictions 
which  he  has  prepared  for  the  people  of 
the  district.     I  would  ask  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  interfere  with  this  man 
in  his  high-handed  proceedings,  and  that 
they  will  see  that  milder  measures  shall 
prevail  in  order  to  restore  peace  in  Gal- 
way. Now,  Father  Fahy  is  a  respectable 
gentleman  —  a  clergyman,  whose  only 
purpose  was  that  he  might  bring  peace 
and  concord  into  his  parish,  and  that 
the  tyrants  who  would  strike  some  of 
his  parishioners  should  pause  awhile, 
that  the  people  should  not  be  driven 
from  their  homes,  and  he  went  to  this 
Mr.  Lewis  with  the  desire  that  he  might 
use  his  influence  to  bring  about  a  settle- 
ment.    That  was  his  purpose  in  going  i 
there.     He  denied  that  he  had  any  other  I 
purpose.     Mr.  Lewis  himself  declined, 
and  when  Mr.  Lewis  refused  compliance 
their  mutual  passions  rose,  and  they  had 
an  angry  altercation,  the  result  being 
that  Father  Fahy,  in  a  moment  of  ex- 
citement,  might    have  used    language 
which  could  be  construed  into  words  of 
intimidation ;    but  he  disavows  having 
used  them.      He  disavows  having  any 
intention  of  intimidation,  and  his  only 
purpose  was  peace ;  and  Mr.  Blake,  in 
having  pressed  him  with  the  rigour  of 
the  law,  and  in  insisting  that  he  should 
be  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace— Mr. 
Blake  overstepped    his  office  on   that 
occasion.    Father  Fahy's  arrest  has  led 
not  to  peace,  not  to  order,  not  to  tran- 
quillity— it  has  led  to  excitement,  and 
it  is  more  likely  to  lead  to  disorder. 
How   long  will  this  continue?     What 
will  be  the  results  by-and-bye?    I  do 
not  think  a  people  in  a  state  of  excite- 
ment are  to  the  same  extent  accountable 
for  their  actions  as  they  would  be  under 
ordinary  circumstances.      Father  Fahy 
is  looked  upon,  and  I  think  justly,  as  a 
martyr  to  his  desire  to  bring  peace  and 
tranquillity  to  the  district.     They  say — 
I  am  sure  they  say,  and  I  re-echo  the 
sentiment  —  ''  Blessed    are    they    that 
suffer  persecution  for  justice's  sake." 
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He  has  been  trying  to  get  justice  for  his 
poor  people,  and  for  so  doing  his  reward 
is  to  be  lodged  in  Galway  Gaol.  I  hope 
I  am  not  appealing  in  vain  to  the  rip^nt 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  At- 
torney General  to  look  into  this  matter, 
and  let  the  better  part  of  his  nature  pre* 
vail  in  order  that  there  may  be  a  settle- 
ment of  this  case.  Father  Fahy,  I  am 
sure,  in  order  to  restore  tranquillity, 
would  also  give  bail,  and  put  aside  the 
conscientious  objection  that  he  has  to 
doing  so.  I  would,  indeed,  have  wished 
that  I  could  have  placed  before  the  Com- 
mittee the  extraordinary  condition  of 
affairs  in  this  district.  There  is  a  one* 
sided  view  given  here  of  all  that  has 
taken  place;  but  as  I  cannot  tell  the 
whole  story  I  will  rest  my  case  here. 

Mr.  HOLMES :  I  can  assure  the  hon. 
Member  that  if  there  is  any  case  brought 
before  me  I  will  most  fully  and  fairly 
investigate  it ;  and  if  the  hon.  Membcv 
has  any  grounds  of  complaint  against 
the  action  of  Mr.  Blake  or  any  other 
Crown  Solicitor  it  shall  be  examined 
into.  But  in  this  particular  matter  I 
do  not  gather  that  Mr.  Blake,  the  Crown 
Solicitor,  has  gone  in  any  way  outside 
his  ordinary  duties.  The  cases  occurred 
at  different  times.  As  regards  the 
case  against  the  rev.  Father  Fahy,  the 
complaint  was  made  in  the  ordinary  way 
for  intimidation.  The  Crown  Solicitor 
conducted  the  proceedings  as  he  would 
have  conducted  the  proceedings  in  any 
other  case,  and  the  order  that  was  made 
was  an  order  of  the  Court.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  the  hon.  Member  does  not  find 
fault  with  the  action  of  the  Court.  It 
was  not  necessary  for  either  the  At- 
torney General  or  the  Crown  Solicitor 
to  give  any  consent  to  enable  Father 
Fahy  to  be  at  once  released  from  prison. 
The  matter  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of 
the  rev.  gentleman  himself.  The  Court 
made  an  order,  in  a  way  that  the  Go- 
vernment could  not  control,  to  the  effect 
that  Father  Fahy  should  find  sureties 
for  his  keeping  the  peace. 

Mr.  SH££HY:  Colonel  Waring, 
the  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  appealed  to 
the  parties  to  have  the  matter  settled 
amicably. 

Mr.  HOLMES:  In  a  case  affecting 
public  law,  where  a  complaint  has  been 
made  that  the  law  has  been  broken,  the 
Crown  cannot  make  any  arrangement  to 
settle  the  matter.  In  the  case  in  ques- 
tion the  Crown  were  obliged  to  ask  the 


621         Supply —  Civil 


{September  If^,  1886}  Service  Estimates,        622 


Oourt  to  give  a  decision ;  and,  as  I  say, 
I  do  not  understand  the  hon.  Member  to 
find  fault  with  the  Court.     For  myself, 
I  can  assure  the  Committee  that  no  one 
would  be  more  pleased  than  I  to  see  the 
order  of  the  Court  obeyed  by  Father 
Fahy.     He  has  only  to  find  sureties — 
to  comply  with  the  order  of  the  Court  is 
a  mere  matter  of  form — and  the  reverend 
gentleman  would   be  at  once  released. 
But,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  and  so 
far  as  the  Government  are  concerned,  we 
have,  officially,  no  power  in  the  matter. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  will,  I  am   sure, 
admit  that   no  distinction  ought  to  be 
made  between  persons   who  have   re- 
ceived an  order  of  the  Court,  and  that 
whether  they  be  peasants  or  landlords, 
or   magistrates  or  priests,  or  whatever 
their  position,  it  is  essential  that  the  de- 
cision of  the  Courts  of  Law  should  be 
impartially  carried  out.     When,  there- 
fore. Father  Fahy  refused  to  obey  the 
order  of  the  Court,  the  alternative  had 
to  be  carried  out.     With  regard  to  the 
other  cases  which  have  been  mentioned — 
that  is  to  say,  the  Woodford  cases  gene- 
rally— the  hon.  Gentleman  is  under  a 
misapprehension  as  to  the  power  of  the 
Crown  Solicitor  to  make  an  order.     It 
is  for  the  Court  to  consider,  as  a  judicial 
act,  whether  or  not  a  man  is  to  be  ad- 
mitted to   bail.      It   would  be  a  very 
strange  thing  for  any  Court,  with  such 
facts  as  those  in  the  Woodford  cases 
brought  before  it,  to  make  an  order  that 
the  prisoners  should  be  admitted  to  bail. 
Such  a  thing  would  not  be  done  in  Eng- 
land, nor  in  any  other  part  of  Ireland. 
Of  course,  we  cannot  make  any  distinc- 
tion between  Woodford  and  any  other 
place.     But  I  would  point  out  that  the 
matter  can  be  brought  any  day  before 
the  Vacation  Judge,  when  affidavits  can 
be  made  by  the  persons  interested.     If 
such  application  were  made  the  matter 
would  be  discussed  in  Court,  and  if  a 
case  should  be  made  out  for  admitting 
the  prisoners  to  bail,  they  will,  of  course, 
be  so  admitted ;  but  if  it  were  decided, 
on  principles  which    govern  Courts  of 
Law  in  these  cases,  that  bail  should  not 
be  allowed,   of   course  it  will  not  be 
allowed.     As  far  as  I  myself  am  con- 
cerned, I  will  read  over  the  depositions 
and  make  myself  more  fully  acquainted 
with  the  facts  of  the  cases,  and  it  will 
then  be  in  my  power  to  instruct  counsel 
to  oppose  or  assent  to  any  application 
that  may  be  made ;  but,  of  course,  at 


present  I  cannot  say  what  my  decision 
will  be,  not  knowing  what  action  the 
Court  will  take. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.,  and 
Sligo,  S.):  I  think  the  whole  action  of 
the  Court  in  this  matter  has  been  ex- 
tremely unfortunate.  How  extremely 
unfortunate  it  has  been  may  be  judged 
from  the  fact  that  the  town  of  Galway 
was  the  scene  of  a  serious  riot  and  dis- 
turbance last  night,  owing  to  further 
arrests  in  connection  with  these  Wood- 
ford evictions ;  that  the  police  charged 
the  people  with  the  bayonet ;  that  many 
were  injured,  and  that  one  poor  woman, 
I  believe,  was  killed.  This  is  certainly 
a  very  gloomy  look-out  for  the  winter — 
it  is  a  very  gloomy  way  of  entering  upon 
this  trying  period  which  is  before  us, 
when  we  see  men  and  women  thus  mal- 
treated in  disturbances  arising  out  of 
disputes  between  landlords  and  tenants. 
I  am  sure  the  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord 
Eandolph  Churchill),  and  all  hon.  Mem- 
bers, will  admit  that  the  prospect  is 
anything  but  re- assuring.  The  Crown 
distinctly  broke  faith  with  the  tenants, 
because  when  the  evictions  took  place 
on  account  of  rents  which  could  not  be 
paid  and  the  tenants  resisted  and  threw 
boiling  water  upon  the  officers  of  the 
law,  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  police 
stated  that  if  all  resistance  of  this  kind 
were  relinquished  no  further  action 
would  be  taken  against  the  tenants. 

Mr.  holmes  :  I  wish  to  appeal  to 
you,  Mr.  Courtney,  as  to  whether  it  is 
in  Order  for  the  hon.  Member  to  discuss 
what  the  Constabulary  at  Woodford  did 
on  this  occasion  ?  We  are  now  dealing 
with  the  question  of  the  Law  Charges 
of  the  Crown,  and  I  am  responsible  for 
the  Vote  before  the  Committee.  The 
hon.  Member,  however,  is  now  referring 
to  matters  which  are  not  connected  with 
the  Vote,  and  upon  which  I  may  not 
speak. 

Mr.  sexton  :  The  rule  as  to  rising 
to  a  point  of  Order  would  become  ex- 
tremely inconvenient,  Mr.  Courtney,  if 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  make  a  practice  of 
rising  in  their  places  in  order  to  cut  up 
the  sentences  of  a  speaker  into  halves. 
I  say  that  the  Bepresentatives  of  the 
Crown  in  Galway  made  a  promise 'to 
the  tenantry  who  were  being  evicted 
which  they  did  not  keep,  and  that  puts 
a  complexion  upon  these  cases  whioh 
otherwise  they  would  not  bear.  The 
I  men  who  were  brought  up  charged  with 
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thi«  offence  were  refused  bafl.  Thej 
cffered  to  gire  rery  sulTent  bail,  but  it 
wa«  refused ;  and  I  ask  why  bail  was 
refused  to  these  tenants  in  Galway  who, 
under  pressure  of  eriction,  in  their 
desperate  extremity  resorted  to  riolent 
ana  foolish  measures,  no  doubt  in  de- 
fence of  their  homes — I  ask  why  bail 
was  refused  to  them  when  it  was  so 
freely  allowed  to  the  murderers  of  James 
Curran  in  Belfast?  There  ought  to  be  one 
rule  and  one  measure  of  justice  for  these 
affairs  in  Ireland ;  but  I  find,  unfortu- 
nately, that  the  one  rule  and  measure  of 
justice  is  this — that  where  the  giving  of 
bail  would  promote  public  peace  and 
order  bail  is  refused,  and  that  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Grown  to  the  giving  of  bail 
is  allowed  where  such  bail  does  not 
tend  to  promote  public  peace  and  order. 
What  harm  would  hare  been  done  by 
allowing  bail  to  these  tenants?  The 
evictions  had  been  carried  out,  and  the 
district  was  no  longer  disturbed.  Bail 
to  the  extent  of  £1,000  was  offered,  20 
times  the  amoimt  which  was  considered 
sufficient  in  the  case  of  the  murderers 
of  James  Curran ;  but  it  was  refused. 
In  taking  this  coarse  the  Crown  Soli- 
citor did  not  act  upon  his  own  responsi- 
bility ;  but  upon  this  matter  two  stories 
have  been  told,  one  here  and  one  in  the 
Court  at  Gal  way.  These  stories  are  not 
only  different,  but  absolutely  contradic- 
tory, because  the  Crown  Solicitor  in 
Gal  way  said  that  he  acted  under  in- 
structions— and  if  he  did  so  act  there 
was  no  one  to  instruct  him  but  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attor- 
ney General  for  Ireland  opposite.  That 
was  one  version ;  but  now  we  have  an- 
other from  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  who  says  that  he  did  not 
give  instructions  to  the  Crown  Solicitor. 

Mr.  HOLMES:  I  gave  the  Crown 
Solicitor  instructions  to  conduct  the  case 
in  the  ordinary  way.  Nothing  beyond 
that. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  Exactly;  and  the 
Crown  Solicitor  stated  before  the  magis- 
trates in  Galway  that  he  had  instruct 
tions  to  refuse  bail.  That  is  the  point 
I  am  putting  here. 

Mb.  HOLMES  :  I  thought  at  first  the 
hon.  Member  was  referring  to  the  case 
of  Father  Fahy.  It  is  true  that  I  in- 
structed the  Crown  Solicitor  of  Galway, 
when  the  facts  of  the  Woodford  evic- 
tions were  brought  before  me,  that  if 
an  application  were  made  for  bail,  he, 
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on  behalf  of  the  Crown,  must  oppose 

it  

Kb.  SEXTON :  That  was  what  I  was 
driving  at ;  and  if  it  is  not  satisfactory, 
at  any  rate  it  puts  the  debate  on  a  frank 
footing  when  we  understand  that  the 
responsibility  lies  with  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman.  Well,  I  would 
ask  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man to  explain  how  it  is  that  bail  was 
accepted  by  the  legal  subordinate  of  the 
Crown  in  one  county  of  Ireland  for  the 
eight  men  who  had  been  charged  and 
found  guilty,  so  far  as  a  Grand  Jury 
bill  could  find  them  guilty,  of  the 
murder  of  James  Curran  in  Belfast — a 
circumstance  which  caused  a  great  sen- 
sation in  the  town  for  months — ^I  ask 
why  bail  was  allowed  to  these  people 
and  refused  to  24  poor  tenants  who 
threw  hot  water  on  some  bailifis  when 
they  came  to  serve  notices  of  eviction, 
but  who  abandoned  that  course  as  soon 
they  were  warned  that  such  conduct  was 
wrong  and  would  lead  to  serious  oonae- 
quencee?  Bail  is  said  to  have  been 
refused  to  these  men  because  one  of 
them  pushed  a  policeman  and  stmek 
him  with  a  mallet.  This  individual  re- 
ferred to  may  have  been  guilty  of  snch 
violence;  but  the  Committee  shonld 
know  that  he  had  been  rendered  des- 
perate by  the  condition  of  his  wife.  The 
police  insisted  upon  expelling  the  poor 
woman  from  her  house,  and  in  the  mo- 
ment she  was  expelled  from  the  place 
in  which  her  husband  had  been  endea- 
vouring to  keep  a  roof  over  her  head 
she  was  prematurely  delivered  of  a 
child.  [^  iaugh.']  An  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  opposite  finds  this  very  ridicu- 
lous, no  doubt,  for  he  is  laughing ;  but 
such  are  the  incidents  which  accompany 
the  administration  of  the  law  in  Ireland 
and  I  think  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  might  have  given  favourable 
consideration  to  the  case  of  this  man, 
who  must  have  been  driven  to  a  state 
of  desperation  by  reason  of  the  condition 
of  his  wife.  I  think  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  might  have  released 
him  on  bail ;  but,  so  far  from  that  being 
the  case,  bail  was  refused  and  the  man 
was  detained  in  custody.  The  next  in- 
cident in  the  unfortunate  sequence  of 
these  cases  was  that  regarding  Father 
Fahy.  Father  Fahy  is  known  to  be  a 
clergyman  of  high  character  and  an 
advocate  of  the  administration  of  fair 
justice  as  between  man  and  man.    SLe 
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was  deeply  concerned  in  the  extremity 
of  these  poor  tenants.  He  went  to  see 
the  landlord  in  order  to  intercede  for 
them,  and  the  landlord  declares  that 
Father  Fahy  used  language  of  a  threat- 
ening character  to  him.  The  rev.  gen- 
tleman was  ordered  to  find  bail.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  says 
that  the  order,  as  to  Father  Fahy,  was 
one  in  the  discretion  of  the  Court,  and 
that,  having  required  him  to  find  bail, 
there  was  no  alternative  but  to  commit 
him  if  he  refused  to  give  it.  But  we 
know  perfectly  well  that  in  the  case  of 
a  Court  in  Ireland  the  magistrates  take 
the  word  of  command  from  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Crown ;  and  all  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  to  do 
was  to  instruct  the  Crown  Solicitor  not 
to  press  for  bail,  and  his  instructions 
would  have  been  followed.  I  say  that 
the  order  of  the  Court  in  the  case  of 
Father  Fahy  will  have  to  be  cancelled. 
I  found  that  claim  on  the  language  of 
the  presiding  magistrate  himself.  What 
did  he  say  ?  Why,  he  said  that  Father 
Fahy  had  gone  to  see  the  landlord  solely 
with  the  intention  of  promoting  peace 
and  harmony  between  himself  and  his 
tenants.  I  want  to  know  what  is  meant 
by  treating  a  rev.  gentleman,  whom  the 
presiding  magistrate  believes  to  have 
been  solely  actuated  by  a  desire  to  pro- 
mote peace  and  harmony  between  a 
landlord  and  his  tenants — what  is  the 
meaning  of  convicting  the  rev.  gentle- 
man under  a  Statute  applicable  to 
rogues  and  vagabonds?  What  is  the 
meaning  of  binding  this  rev.  gentleman 
over  to  be  of  good  behavour  for  six 
months  ?  Ic  would  be  an  affront  to  any 
ordinary  person  of  good  behaviour ;  but, 
in  the  case  of  a  clergyman,  it  amounts 
to  an  indignity  and  an  insult.  Father 
Fahy  assured  the  magistrates  that  he 
had  gone  to  see  Mr.  Lewis  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  peace,  and 
that  he  had  sincerely  desired  to  act  as 
mediator  between  Mr.  Lewis  and  his 
tenants,  as  he  had  previously  done  in 
the  case  of  William  and  Colonel  Daly 
and  their  tenants.  Here,  then,  we  have 
the  case  of  a  clergyman  who  had  re- 
peatedly acted  as  mediator  between 
landlords  and  their  tenants,  and  yet  he 
is  sent  to  gaol  for  six  months  because 
the  landlord  whom  he  interviews  chooses 
to  declare  that  violent  language  has 
been  used  by  him.  The  presiding  ma- 
gistrate was  of  opinion  that  neither  party 


could  remember  everything  exactly  as  it 
occurred,  and  he  was  sure  that  neither 
of  them  could  repeat  verbatim  the  con- 
versation which  had  taken  place.  He 
(the  presiding  magistrate)  declared  that 
he  himself  had  had  altercations  with 
people,  and  that  he  knew  by  experience 
that  it  was  impossible  to  remember 
every  word  that  was  spoken  at  such 
times.  Lideed,  he  said  he  would  go  fur- 
ther, and  say  that  even  if  such  an  alter- 
cation had  occurred  between  himself 
and  Father  Fahy,  or  any  other  gentle- 
man, he  would  never  have  thought  of 
bringing  the  matter  into  Court,  and 
that  probably  after  the  whole  affair  was 
over  they  might  have  been  better  friends 
than  ever.  I  submit  to  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  whether,  after  that 
strong  expression  of  opinion  of  the  pre- 
siding magistrate  who  sat  on  the  Bench 
when  Father  Fahy  was  ordered  to  find 
bail,  it  was  expedient,  or  reconcilable 
with  common  sense,  that  a  course  of 
persecution  should  be  pursued  towards 
this  rev.  gentleman  ?  Father  Fahy  has 
to  maintain  his  character  with  his  flock ; 
he  has  to  maintain  his  reputation  for 
moderation  of  conduct  and  veracity ;  and 
after  he  has  publicly  declared  in  Court 
that  he  never  used  such  language  to- 
wards Mr.  Lewis  as  that  imputed  to 
him,  how  is  it  possible  that  he  can  give 
bail  for  his  good  behaviour  ?  If  Father 
Fahy  consented  to  give  bail,  I  ask  you, 
Mr.  Courtney — ^I  ask  the  Committee — 
whether  it  would  not  be  admitting  that 
the  charge  against  him  was  well  founded, 
and  that  his  own  denial  of  it  was  false  ? 
I  do  not  know  how  the  rev.  gentleman 
could  resume  his  clerical  functions 
amongst  his  congregation  if  he  made 
such  an  admission  as  that.  Does  not 
every  Member  of  this  Committee  feel 
that  what  Colonel  Waring,  the  pre- 
siding magistrate,  said  from  the  Bench 
was  the  language  of  good  feeling  and 
good  sense  ?  The  rev.  gentleman  may 
nave  used  indiscreet  language,  being 
carried  away  by  his  interest  in  the 
miserable  and  suffering  tenantry;  but 
even  if  that  had  been  the  case,  Mr. 
Lewis  would  have  followed  a  much  more 
discreet  and  manly  course  if  he  had  re- 
frained from  involang  the  terrors  of  the 
law  in  consequence  of  observations  made 
to  him.  I  earnestly  appeal  to  the  Go- 
vernment now,  at  Uie  beginning  of  the 
winter,  to  take  in  reference  to  Uiis  case 
some  action  which  will  tend  to  allay 
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publio  feeling.  The  noble  Lord  oppo- 
site (Lord  Handolpb  Churobill)  is  well 
acquainted  with  Ireland.  During  bis 
father's  Viceroyalty  be  bad  some  years' 
experience  of  that  country,  and  be  must 
be  aware  of  the  position  tbe  priestbood 
occupies  in  tbe  affections  of  tbe  Irisb 
people.  He  must  know,  from  wbat  be 
has  seen  of  Ireland,  tbat  tbe  arrest  and 
imprisonment  of  a  priest,  particularly 
wben  tbat  arrest  and  imprisonment  are 
unjust,  are  calculated  more  tban  almost 
anything  else  to  excite  public  feeling. 
After  tbe  declaration  from  tbe  Bencb 
as  to  tbe  conduct  of  Father  Faby,  I 
earnestly  appeal  to  tbe  noble  Lord  to 
take  such  steps  as  may  be  within  the 
control  of  tbe  Government  to  obtain  tbe 
withdrawal  of  the  rule  of  bail  against 
the  rev.  gentleman.  As  to  the  other 
prisoners,  now  tbat  tbe  eviction  cam- 
paign has  ceased,  I  appeal  to  the  noble 
Lord  that  the  most  lenient  attitude  may 
be  taken  up  in  regard  to  them,  and  tbat 
they  may  be  admitted  to  bail,  as  persons 
accused  of  murder  have  been  admitted 
in  Belfast  and  elsewhere.  I  would  ap- 
peal to  him  and  to  the  Q-overnment  not 
to  pursue  a  course  which,  if  persisted 
in,  will  deprive  us  of  the  last  shred  of 
hope  tbat  during  tbe  coming  winter  we 
shall  avoid  an  experience  of  riot,  turbu- 
lence, and  bloodshed. 

Mr.  holmes  :  I  deny  that,  so  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  any  different  action  has 
been  taken  in  the  case  of  the  Belfast 
prisoners  to  that  adopted  in  tbe  case  of 
the  Woodford  prisoners.  I  think  he 
will  find,  if  he  investigates  tbe  case  of 
James  Curran,  that  I  am  not  responsible 
for  wbat  was  done.  In  every  instance 
which  has  come  under  my  notice  where 
I  have  been  appealed  to  to  allow  ap- 
plication to  be  made  to  tbe  magistrates 
to  admit  prisoners  connected  with  the 
Belfast  riots  to  bail,  I  have  refused  to 
consent  to  bail,  with  the  single  exception 
of  tbe  case  of  policemen  committed  for 
trial.  I  have,  in  such  cases,  directed 
that  application  to  admit  to  bail  should 
be  opposed.  My  action  has  been  tbe 
same  on  all  occasions — I  have  treated 
Woodford  exactly  the  same  as  I  should 
have  treated  any  other  part  of  Ireland. 
As  to  Father  Faby's  case,  whatever  tbe 
presiding  magistrate  may  have  said  I 
know  that  tbe  Bench  of  Magistrates, 
including  Oolonel  Waring,  made  tbe 
order  under  which  the  reverend  gentle- 
man was  arrested.    Wben  an  order  of 

lir.  Sextan 


tbat  kind  is  made  it  must  be  obeyed. 
Tbe  Grown  has  no  dispensing  power, 
neither  has  tbe  Attorney  General;  we 
cannot  say  that  we  will  enforce  the  law 
on  one  person  one  day,  and  that  we 
will  not  enforce  it  on  another  person  on 
another  day.  Whatever  may  have  been 
the  view  ta^en  by  certain  of  the  magis- 
trates as  to  the  altercation  which  took 
place  between  Father  Faby  and  Mr. 
Lewis,  it  is  evident  that  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Bench  the  language  of  Father 
Faby  was  sufficient  to  warrant  his  being 
put  under  a  rule  of  bail. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  Tbe  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  speaks  as 
though  be  were  entirely  unaware  of  the 
course  of  proceeding  in  these  magisterial 
cases  in  Ireland  ;  he  speaks  as  though 
be  did  not  know  that  the  mag^istrates 
are  largely  guided  in  their  decisions  hy 
the  action  and  tbe  tone  of  the  Bepre- 
sentative    of    tbe    Castle    Authorities. 
Such,  however,  is  tbe  state  of  things  in 
Ireland.     Now,  what  are  tbe  facts  of 
this   case?     The  hon.   Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton) 
has  put  them  forcibly  before  the  Oom- 
mittee ;  he  has  not  added  to  them.    The 
reverend  gentleman  is  accused,  so  far  as 
I  know  on  the  testimony  of  one  man,  of 
using  certain  language  in  tbe  course  of 
an  altercation,  in  which  it  is  not  denied 
that  hot  words  were  used  on  both  sides. 
Everyone    seems    to    admit    tbat    the 
reverend  gentleman  sought  this  inter* 
view  with  the  intention  of  making  peace, 
and  of  bringing  a  dispute   between  a 
landlord  and  his  tenants  to  a  termina- 
tion.    We  have  in  evidence  before  us 
the  kind  of  reception  Father  Faby  met 
with  when  he  arrived  at  Mr.  Lewis'a 
house.     It  is  quite  possible,  xuider  the 
circumstances,  that  be  may  have  lost  his 
temper ;  but  is  there  anyone  here  who 
will  say  tbat  because  a  man  who  goes 
out  with  the  good  intention  of  making 
peace  between  a  landlord  and  his  ten- 
ants may  have  used  strong  language — 
though,  be  it  observed.  Father   Fiahj 
strenuously  denies  having  used  the  Ian- 
g^ge  imputed  to  him — on  the  testimony 
of  the  one  man    with    whom   he  was 
quarrelling  without  corroboration  from 
anyone  else  be  is  to  be  put  under  mn 
insulting  rule  of  bail,  and,  in  default  of 
finding  sureties,  is  to  be  sent  to  gaol  for 
six  months?     I  can  quite  understand 
that  no  one  would  be  more  pleased  than 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Qentleman 


629 


Supply — Civil  {Septbmbeb  16,  1886}       Service  JEstimates. 


630 


the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  if 
Father  Fahy  would  give  bail ;  but  if  I 
were  in  Father  Fahy's  position  they 
might  keep  me  in  Qalway  Gaol  for  the 
whole  six  months,  and  I  would  not  do 
it.  The  Act  under  which  Father  Fahy 
is  imprisoned  is  an  obsolete  Act,  which 
is  specially  directed  against  vagrants, 
vagabonds,  and  disturbers  of  the  peace ; 
and,  I  ask,  is  all  this  to  be  done  on  the 
word  of  one  man  with  whom  there  has 
been  an  altercation  ?  This  is  so  glaring 
a  case  that  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  is  bound  to  tell  the  Com- 
mittee on  what  grounds  the  magistrates 
made  this  order,  and  whether  they  had 
corroborative  evidence,  or  whether  they 
had  any  ground  at  all  for  believing  that 
the  reverend  gentleman  used  strong 
language.  Mr.  Bowler,  who  was  acting 
on  behalf  of  Father  Fahy,  stated  in 
open  Court  that  nothing  was  farther 
from  Father  Fahy's  intention  than  to 
use  any  language  which  could  in  any 
way  cause  terror  or  intimidate  Mr. 
Lewis,  and  that  if  any  unguarded  ex- 
pressions had  escaped  from  his  lips  he 
very  much  regretted  them.  Surely  any 
honourable  man  would  have  accepted 
such  a  statement  as  that  made  in  open 
Court ;  but  the  Sessional  Crown  Solicitor, 
Mr.  Blake,  who  represented  Mr.  Lewis, 
interfering,  said,  with  a  sneer-*'^  I  think 
this  a  queer  time  to  make  such  an 
apology."  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was 
not  an  apology,  but  an  explanation. 
Mr.  Bowler  replied  to  this  by  remind- 
ing Mr.  Blake  that  Father  Fahy  had  no 
reason  to  suppose,  until  he  received  the 
summons,  that  Mr.  Lewis  was  under 
any  fear  whatever,  as  he  (Father  Fahy) 
had  never  intended  to  use,  or  knowingly 
had  used,  language  to  place  him  under 
any  fear.  Colonel  Wariug  again  sug- 
gested an  amicable  settlement,  evidently 
desiring  to  have  the  case  disposed  of 
there  and  then ;  but  Colonel  Waring 
was  not  the  only  magistrate  in  Court. 
It  is  a  most  outrageous  thing  that  this 
Sessional  Crown  Solicitor — who  is  an 
agent,  and  was  mixed  up  in  these  very 
evictions — should  interfere  when  a  settle- 
ment might  have  been  come  to.  If  he 
had  had  any  sense  of  decency  he  would 
have  desired  to  make  peace  and  to  bring 
this  unpleasant  incident  to  an  amicable 
termination.  But  what  does  he  do? 
Why,  when  an  arrangement  is  proposed 
that  would  have  been  satisfactory  to  Mr. 
Lewis  he  interferes  and  remarks  that  it 


is  a  queer  time  to  apologize.  The  At- 
torney General  seems  to  think  that  there 
is  no  way  of  getting  out  of  the  difficulty 
as  to  Father  Fahy.  I  do  not  know 
what  the  reverend  gentleman  will  do. 
He  may  be  anxious  to  return  to  his 
clerical  duties,  and  out  of  consideration 
for  his  clerical  character  he  may  wish  to 
separate  himself  from  the  other  prisoners 
in  the  gaol ;  but  I  must  say,  as  I  have 
already  declared,  that  if  I  were  in  his 
place  I  would  remain  in  prison  until  the 
end  of  the  committal  rather  than  give 
the  security  demanded.  If  he  does 
adopt  that  course  I  must  say  that  the 
Government  will  be  very  sick  of  Father 
Fahy  before  they  have  done  with  him. 
A  more  stupid  and  ill-considered  act  on 
the  part  of  the  Irish  Government  than 
this  imprisonment  of  Father  Fahy  could 
not  be  conceived.  Even  if  the  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Lewis  as  to  the  language 
used  by  Father  Fahy  had  been  fully 
corroborated  I  doubt  whether  it  would 
have  been  a  wise  course,  knowing  the 
feeling  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  to  have 
put  this  priest  in  prison;  but,  in  any 
case,  they  should  not  have  taken  that 
course  until  they  were  forced  into  it. 
We  cannot  form  any  other  conclusion 
from  what  took  place  in  Court  than  that 
pressure  was  brought  to  bear  upon  it  by 
the  Eepresentatives  of  the  Government. 
We  all  know  how  that  pressure  can  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  a  Court  in  Ire- 
land ;  and  it  is  obvious  that  it  was  in 
consequence  of  this  pressure  that  Father 
Fahy  was  sent  to  Galway  Gaol.  Now, 
I  contend,  in  the  first  place,  taking  this 
case  altogether  apart  from  the  position 
of  the  reverend  gentleman  as  a  priest,  a 
gross  act  of  injustice  has  been  done. 
If  Father  Fahy  were  the  poorest  peasant 
in  Galway  I  should  say  that  it  would  be 
most  unjust  to  take  the  man  and  commit 
him  to  gaol  under  a  rule  of  bail  on  the 
sole  evidence  of  another  man  with  whom 
he  has  had  an  altercation  without  any 
corroboration  whatever.  I  say  if  he 
were  the  poorest  and  lowest  man  in  the 
country  he  should  have  justice  done  to 
him.  But  what  are  we  to  say,  when  it 
is  not  the  poorest  to  whom  justice  is 
refused,  but  a  man  whose  sacred 
calling  and  whose  position  in  the 
county  all  lead  to  the  strong  primd 
facie  presumption  that  he  never  did  use 
the  language  imputed  to  him,  and  when 
that  gentleman  comes  forward,  and  by 
the  only  mean*  open  to  him — that  is  to. 
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Bay,  through  his  Idgal  representative — 
makes  what  I  feel  assured  every  Mem- 
ber of  the  Committee,  when  he  reads  it, 
will  acknowledge  is  the  amplest  state- 
ment that  could  possibly  be  made  under 
the  circumstances  ?  I  ask  hon.  Members 
to  consider  for  a  moment  the  effect  of 
consigning  a  man  in  the  position  of 
Father  Fahy  to  gaol.    I  daresay  Mem- 
bers of  this  House  have  had  altercations 
with  other  people  at  various  periods  of 
their  lives.     Well,  I  ask  them  to  try  to 
realize  what  their  feelings  would  be  if 
they  were  brought  up  in  Court  by  a 
man  who  chose  to  make  himself  their 
enemy,  and  were  accused  by  him  with 
having  used  language  that  they  never 
had  been  guilty  of;  if  they  found  them- 
selves, men  of  stainless  character,  called 
upon  to  give  bail  on  uncorroborated 
evidence,   under  a    long    disused  Act, 
under  threat  of  being  sent  off  to  prison, 
and  after  a  public  explanation  had  been 
offered,  what  would  their  feelings  be? 
And  the  Committee  must  remember  that 
the  position  of  an  Irish  priest  in  his 
own  circle  was  every  bit  as  high   as 
theirs,   and  that  the  insult  of  calling 
upon  him  to  find  bail  under  these  cir- 
cumstances was  every  bit  as  great  to 
him  as  it  would  be  to  them.    I  will 
leave  it  to  hon.  Members  to  judge  what 
the  feelings  of  Father  Fahy  must  be, 
seeing  that  he  embarked  in  this  matter 
with  the  very  best  intention.    There  is 
ample  evidence  that  Father  Fahy  em- 
barxed  in  the  matter  with  the  intention  of 
doing  good,  and  that  his  advances  were 
not  received  in  the  same  spirit  by  the  gen- 
tleman to  whom  he  addressea  himself. 
No  doubt  there  are  strong  reasons  why 
Father  Fahy  should  reconsider  his  posi- 
tion, and  should  decide  upon  giving  bail. 
He  will  have  a  strong  desire  to  return 
to  his  sacred  duties ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  will  be  most  humiliating  to  a 
man  of  his  character  to  follow  a  course 
which  will  practically  be  a  confession  of 
the  justice  of  his  sentence.     The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentlemen  the  Attor- 
ney General  for  Ireland  seems  to  think 
that  the  Government  have  no  powers  of 
remedy.     Does  he  mean  to  tell  us  that 
the  Executive  are  now  tied  hand  and 
foot,  and  that  Father  Fahy  will  be  kept 
in  Galway  Gaol  for  six  months  for  not 
giving  bail  ?    Are  we  to  be  told  that  on 
the  pure  statements  of  Mr.  Lewis,  un- 
corroborated by  anyone  else,  this  priest 
is  to  lie  in  gaol  for  six  months?    A 

Mr.  Dillon 


more  absurd  statement  could  not  be  pat 
forward.  Everyone  knows  that  the  Exe- 
cutive could  release  Father  Fahy  to- 
night if  they  chose.    If  they  have  anj 
common  sense  in  them  they  will  wire 
immediately  to   Dublin  and  order  the 
Castle  Authorities  to  liberate  this  man 
at  once.     [^LaughterJ]    I  hear  some  hon. 
Gentlemen  distinguishing  themselves — 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  always  notify  their 
presence  during  these  debates  in  the 
same  way— by  laughing.    I  tell  them, 
Sir,    they   will  presently  find  this   no 
laughing   matter.       It    will    presently 
land  the  Government  in  serious  difficul- 
ties ;  and  in  the  embarrassed  and  com- 
plicated   position   in  which  they   find 
themselves  at   present,   and  which   is 
likely  to  be  aggravated  in  the  foture,  I 
tell  them  that  they  will  discover  that 
the  worst  stroke  they  have  done  for  a 
long    time    has    been    to  declare   war 
against  the  priests.     If  you  want  peace 
and  good  order  in  Ireland  during  the 
coming  winter,   which  we  all  know  is 
likely  to  prove  so  critical,  you  should 
endeavour  to  get  the  priests  on  yoor 
side.    If  all  appeeds  for  common  jus- 
tice for  the  priests  of  that  country  are 
to  be  met  with  jeering  laughter,  I  can 
assure  you   that   you  will  find   your- 
selves far  from  securing  the  sympathies 
of  this  powerful  dass.     GenUemen  op- 
posite are  far  away  from  the  scene ;  but 
the  Irish  landlords  are  in  the  midst  of 
it,  and  to  these  I  would  address  myself, 
and  these  I  will  assure  that  unless  at 
this  time  they  make  a  strong  attempt  to 
get  the  priests  on  their  side  they  are 
likely  to  find  in  the  future  that  they 
have  made  a  very  great  mistake.     U 
you  allow  it  to  go  forth  to  the  priests 
that  any  attempt  they  may  make  at 
bringing  about  a  better  state  of  feeb'ng 
between  the    landlords   and  the   pea- 
santry will  be  rewarded  with  six  months' 
imprisonment,  my  advice  to  them  will 
be  to  stand  aside  and  let  the  tenants 
settle  the  matter  with  the  landlords; 
and  when  that  course  is  followed  by  the 
priests  the  landlords  are  not  likely  to 
enjoy  the  results.    I  appeal  to  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attor- 
ney General   for  Ireland.    I  have  not 
touched    upon    the    other    question  — 
namely,  the  admission  of  the  Woodford 
prisoners  to  bail,  because  it  has  been 
fully  dealt  with  already.     I  feel,  how- 
ever, that  a  gross  act  of  injustice  haa 
been  done.  In  the  case  of  FatiierFahy  I 


633  Supply^  Civil  {Septbmbeb  16,  1886}        Birv%e$  Eitimates.        634 


appeal  to  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Ghdntleman  whether  he  is  going  to  allow 
this  priest  to  remain  in  gaol  for  six 
months?  If  he  is  not,  the  sooner  he 
lets  him  out  of  gaol  the  hotter.  Perhaps 
he  will  tell  us  whether  he  is  going  to 
take  steps  to  release  Father  Fah j  ?  If 
he  proposes  to  leave  Father  Fahy  in 
gaol,  I  think  he  is  doing  a  very  foolish 
thing;  hut  the  sooner  we  know  defi- 
nitely what  he  is  going  to  do  the  hetter. 
So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  do  not 
know  what  the  rev.  gentleman's  decision 
as  to  giving  hail  will  be  ;  but  if  I  were 
to  ofPer  him  advice  it  would  be  not  to 
give  bail  to  the  extent  of  a  single  \d. 
under  any  circumstances. 

Mr.  T.  W.  EUS8ELL  (Tyrone,  S.): 
I  want  to  know  what  hon.  Gentlemen 
below  the  Gangway  really  mean  ?  They 
seem  to  imagine  that  no  clergyman 
has  ever  been  sent  to  gaol  in  any  other 
country  than  Ireland.  I  see  the  Lord 
Advocate  for  Scotland  sitting  opposite, 
and  he  will  bear  me  out  when  I  say 
that  not  long  ago  a  Scottish  Presby- 
terian minister  of  high  character,  and 
much  respected  by  his  flock,  came  into 
collision  with  a  Court  of  Justice,  was 
committed  to  prison,  and  the  Govern- 
ment declined  to  interfere,  and  allowed 
the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Session 
to  stand  until  one  of  the  parties  with- 
drew the  difficulty.  Then  the  rev.  gen- 
tleman was  liberated.  But  when  this 
gentleman  was  imprisoned  all  Scotland 
did  not  rise  in  rebellion  ;  Scottish  Mem- 
bers did  not  come  down  to  this  House 
and  declare  that  a  terrible  Scottish 
grievance  had  arisen,  and  that  if  this 
clergyman  was  not  liberated  the  land- 
lords of  Scotland  would  have  a  bad  time 
of  it.  I  desire  to  know  whether  hon. 
Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway  mean 
that  we  are  to  have  in  Ireland  one 
law  for  the  priests  and  another  for  the 
peasants  ?  I  think  it  will  clear  the  air 
if  we  have  an  answer  to  that,  and 

Mb.  DILLON :  I  distinctly  said  no- 
thing of  the  kind.  I  said  exactly  the  re- 
verse— that  if  it  were  the  poorest  peasant 
instead  of  a  priest  whose  liberty  was 
in  question  the  Government  would  be 
bound  to  take  steps  to  bring  about  his 

Mr.  T.  W.  EUSSELL:  I  ask  whe- 
ther we  are  to  have  one  law  for  the 
priest  and  another  for  the  peasant? 
The  Act  under  which  Father  Fahy  has 
been  sent  to  gaol  is  said  to  be  an  obso- 


lete Act.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  an 
Act  used  every  day  in  Ireland.  fMr. 
DiLLoir :  In  Ireland  ?]  Yes ;  and  in 
England,  also,  men  are  sent  to  gaol  in 
default  of  finding  bail.  I  happen  to 
know  Mr.  Lewis,  and  that  is  my  only 
reason  for  intervening  this  evening.  It 
would  be  as  well  that  the  Committee 
should  know  something  about  the  facts 
of  this  case.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  a 
notice  was  issued  by  the  Lords'  Justices 
previous  to  these  evictions  at  Wood- 
ford, warning  the  people  against  as- 
sembling thereat.  Well,  in  the  church 
where  the  rev.  Mr.  Fahy  ministers,  the 
people,  on  the  Sunday  preceding  the 
day  of  the  evictions,  were  advised  to  set 
the  Proclamation  at  defiance  and  attend 
these  evictions.  I  want  the  Committee 
to  put  themselves  in  the  position  of  Mr. 
Lewis  in  this  matter.  He  is  a  man  who 
has  been 

The  CHAIRMAN :  It  is  very  neces- 
sary  that  this  discussion  should  be  con- 
fined, as  I  have  already  pointed  out, 
to  matter  afEeoting  the  discretion  of  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  and  the 
Crown  Solicitor  in  regard  to  bail. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  I  bow  to 
your  ruling.  Sir,  of  course.  All  that  I 
wish  to  say,  since  I  cannot  enter  into 
the  merits  of  the  case,  is  that  Mr.  Lewis 
had  a  great  deal  to  put  up  with,  and  a 
great  deal  to  be  afraid  of ;  at  least,  he 
thought  he  had.  If  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  has  any  power  to  intervene, 
no  one  would  be  more  glad  than  I 
should  be  to  see  the  rev.  gentleman 
released ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  desire 
to  say  this — that  I  should  not  like  this 
Committee  or  this  House  to  sanction  the 
idea  that  one  law  is  to  be  meted  out  to 
priests,  and  another  to  peasants. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Gal way,  N.) :  The 
hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  has 
stated  that  he  does  not  wish  to  see  one 
law  for  the  priest  and  another  for  the 
peasant.  I  thorooghly  ag^ee  with  him  ; 
I  think  he  has  laid  down  very  sound 
doctrine ;  but  I  should  like  to  give  a  case, 
one-half  of  which  I  am  thoroughly 
acquainted  with,  drawn  from  the  county 
of  Gal  way,  and  the  other  half  of  which 
I  do  not  know  so  much  about,  drawn 
from  the  town  of  Belfast.  With  regard 
to  the  Belfast  portion  of  my  comparison, 
I  shall  speak  from  statements  which 
were  made  in  this  House,  which  were 
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not  oontradioted,  and  whioh  are  ac- 
knowledged to  be  facts.  I  will  mention 
these  things  to  show  that  there  is  one 
law  for  the  clergymen  in  the  North  of 
Ireland,  and  another  for  the  priests  in 
the  South.  I  know  of  a  case  in  which 
a  priest  was  asked  to  give  bail,  a  case 
resembling  as  closely  as  possible  that  of 
Father  Fahy.  This  priest  pursued  pre- 
cisely the  same  course  as  that  adopted 
by  Father  Fahy.  He  consulted  with  a 
number  of  other  clergymen  as  to  what  he 
should  do,  and  they  arrived  at  a  totally 
different  conclusion  to  the  rev.  gentle- 
men who  advised  with  Father  Fahy. 
They  recommended  him  to  give  bail. 
The  charge  against  him  was  that  he  had 
spoken  against  the  Constabulary,  and 
the  strongest  point  alleged  against  him 
was  that  he  had  called  the  Constabulary 
ruffians.  [**Order!"J  If  the  noble  Lord 
opposite  (Lord  Eandolph  Churchill) 
has  any  remarks  to  make  in  reference  to 
my  speech,  I  hope  he  will  get  up  in  his 
place  and  make  them. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  (Armagh, 
N.):  I  ask  your  ruling,  Mr.  Courtney, 
as  to  whether  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  is  in  Order  in  bringing  these 
matters  before  the  Committee  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN :  I  am  waiting  to 
hear  the  particulars  from  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman.  Perhaps  he  will 
say  when  the  events  to  which  he  is 
alluding  occurred  ?  If  his  observations 
do  not  relate  to  something  which  hap- 
pened in  the  course  of  the  current  year 
they  are  clearly  out  of  Order. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  The  case  I  refer 
to  is  one  in  which  a  rev.  gentleman,  like 
Father  Fahy,  was  asked  to  give  bail. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON :  When 
was  it  ?    Q-ive  the  date. 

Colonel  NOLAN:  The  case  is,  I 
think,  about  three  years'  old ;  but  the 
other  case  to  which  I  wish  to  refer  is 
nothing  like  three  years'  old,  but  is  quite 
recent. 

TiiE  CHAIRMAN:  Then  I  think  the 
illustration  would  not  be  relevant. 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  Then  I  will  go  to 
the  other  case  which  occurred  this  year, 
that  of  the  rev.  Dr.  Kane,  who  called 
the  police  murderers,  and  was  not 
bound  over  to  keep  the  peace.  This  I 
make  the  other  part  of  my  illustration. 
I  had  desired  to  quote  a  case  with  which 
I  am  perfectly  familiar,  because  I  was 
present  during  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
ceedings ;  but  I  am  precluded  from  going 

Colonel  Nolan 


into  that  by  your  ruling,  Sir.  I 
not  preseut  when  this  other  inoidmil 
occurred,  therefore  I  oannot  giTe  it 
on  my  own  authority.  It  is  reported 
that  at  a  time  when  Belfast  was  in  a 
state  of  great  excitement  the  rev.  Dr. 
Kane  spoke  of  the  police  as  '*  Morley's 
murderers,"  and  was  not  asked  to  giye 
bail  to  be  of  good  conduct  in  the  fatare. 
I  believe  that  statement  is  perfectly 
correct.  It  was  made  in  this  House, 
and  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
opposite  (Colonel  Saunderson)  did  not 
contradict  it. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON:  Would 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  be  kind 
enough  to  give  the  date  when  those 
words  were  used  ? 

Colonel  NOLAN :  I  expressly  stated 
that  I  could  not  give  the  incident  on 
my  own  authority ;  but  I  say  it  was 
mentioned  in  this  House  without  beinfp 
contradicted.  It  has  been  repeatedly 
mentioned.  Unlike  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Gentleman  opposite,  I  do  not  quote 
from  anonymous  pamphlets.  [*' Order! "] 
I  will  not  refer  to  that  matter  farther. 
What  is  this  case  of  Father  Fahy  ?  It 
is  notorious  that  in  1872  the  rents 
were  raised  in  Woodford,  for  political 
purposes.  The  Marquess  of  Clanricazde, 
on  my  Election  Petition,  himself  ad- 
mitted, on  sworn  testimony,  that  rents 
were  raised  for  that  purpose. 

The  chairman  :  I  have  more  than 
once  ruled  that  the  question  must  be 
restricted  to  the  discretion  of  the  Grown 
Officer  in  the  matter  of  bail.  Any  of 
these  historical  recollections  must  be 
beyond  that  question. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  Then  I  shall  haTO 
to  confine  myself  to  rather  a  narrow 
argument,  and  one  which  I  am  not  Tery 
capable  of  dealing  with,  because  it  is 
one  which  g^es  back  into  very  old 
historic  law.  I  believe  the  authority 
under  which  the  Crown  Solicitor  etaims 
to  be  able  to  bind  over  this  clergyman 
or  anyone  else  to  keep  the  peace  is 
contained  in  an  Act  of  Parliament 
passed  in  the  time  of  Edward  III. — a 
foHsilized  law  only  brought  to  light 
some  four  years  ago,  dug  up,  I  believe, 
in  my  neighbourhood  by  a  Resident 
Magistrate  who  was  thanked  by  the 
Government  of  the  day,  who  thought  a 
great  deal  of  the  discovery.  I  do  not,  as 
I  say,  feel  myself  capable  of  arguing  this 
legal  question  ;  but  if  it  be  true  that  the 
prosecution  in  the  case  of  Father  Fahy 
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had  to  go  back  to  an  Act  passed  in  the 
time  of  Edward  III.,  though  I  do  not 
say  that  it  is  bejond  the  function  of  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  I  still 
maintain  that  the  course  is  one  which  it 
was  not  advisable  to  pursue  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  Ireland.  I  do  not  know, 
Mr.  Courtney,  whether  you  would  con- 
sider it  within  your  ruling  to  allude  at 
all  to  the  circumstances  under  which 
this  clergyman  was  bound  over  to  keep 
the  peace,  and  the  details  of  the  offence 
he  is  alleged  to  have  committed.  I 
would  remind  you  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W.  Eussell) 
spoke  for  a  considerable  time  on  the 
matter  of  the  Scotch  clergyman,  and  I 
think  that  I  should  be  allowed 

The  chairman  :  I  expressly  called 
the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  to 
Order  for  entering  into  the  antecedents 
of  Mr.  Lewis  and  Father  Fahy. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  He  certainly  dealt 
with  them  for  a  considerable  time 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  Order,  order  ! 

Colonel  NOLAN  :  Well,  for  some 
time. 

An  hon.  Member  :  For  five  minutes. 

Colonel  NOLAN :  Well,  that  is  a 
considerable  time,  I  should  think.  But 
I  quite  accept  your  ruling,  Mr.  Courtney. 
As  it  is  declared  to  be  out  of  Order  to 
allude  to  the  offence  of  Father  Fahy,  I 
would  only  point  out  to  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  that  unless  he  is 
very  sure  of  his  law,  and  unless  he  can 
show  a  better  precedent  than  an  Act  of 
Edward  III.,  or  even  Edward  VI.,  he 
ought  to  hesitate  very  seriously  before 
he  decides  to  allow  a  clergyman  to  re- 
main in  prison  for  six  months  for  not 
giving  bail.  As  this  clergyman  denied 
the  use  of  the  language  in  respect  of 
which  he  was  ordered  to  find  bail  to 
keep  the  peace,  I  do  not  see  how  it  could 
have  been  possible  for  him  consistently 
to  have  agreed  to  bo  bound  over  to  keep 
the  peace.  Father  Fahy  has,  I  think, 
under  the  circumstances,  taken  a  proper 
course  by  going  to  prison ;  but  that 
course  throws  great  responsibility  upon 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland.  I 
hope  he  will  be  able  to  show  that  the 
ordinary  law  bears  him  out  for  his  atti- 
tude in  the  case  of  Father  Fahy,  without 
going  to  the  old  Statute  of  Edward  III. 
It  does  not  matter  whether  he  goes  back 


to  Edward  YI.  or  Edward  III.,  so  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  as  a  layman.  '  I  cer- 
tainly think  that  in  so  serious  a  matter 
as  this  no  action  ought  to  be  taken  unless 
it  can  be  based  upon  some  modern  law. 
It  may  be  said  that  I  am  out  of  Order 
in  referring  to  this  point;  but,  according 
to  The  Timet  account,  Father  Fahy  seems 
to  have  been  entrapped  into  the  use  of 
strong  exclamations.  He  has  denied 
using  the  words  alleged  against  him, 
and  I  do  not  say  that  he  did  use  those 
words ;  but,  according  to  The  Times  ac- 
count of  the  matter,  Mr.  Lewis  asked 
him  into  his  house,  and  whilst  there  he 
made  use  of  some  expressions  in  respect 
of  which  Mr.  Lewis  considered  that  he 
should  be  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace. 
That  is  the  account  given  in  the  English 
Times ;  and  it  is  most  extraordinary  to 
find  that  after  a  man  has  asked  another 
into  his  house  to  have  a  conversation 
with  him  he  should  go  to  the  magistrates 
and  say — ^*In  having  some  conversa- 
tion with  this  clergyman  hot  words  were 
used,  and  I  therefore  wish  to  have  the 
clergyman  bound  over  to  keep  the 
peace."  Whatever  objectionable  ex- 
pressions were  used,  they  were  ad- 
mittedly only  used  after  Mr.  Lewis  had 
invited  Father  Fahy  into  his  house. 
Why,  then,  did  not  Mr.  Lewis  content 
himself  with  asking  Father  Fahy  to 
leave  the  house  ?  That  is  the  course  I 
should  have  taken — that  any  reasonable 
man  would  have  adopted.  I  hope,  then, 
that  all  these  facts  will  be  looked  into, 
and  that,  if  possible,  these  proceedings, 
which  have  resulted  in  the  imprisonment 
of  Father  Fahy,  will  be  quashed.  I  can 
well  belieye  that  a  good  deal  of  excite- 
ment has  been  created  in  the  West  of 
Ireland  by  this  legally  injudicious  pro- 
ceeding. I  say  legally,  because  there 
has  been  a  reviyal  of  a  Statute,  though 
an  old  and  obsolete  one.  But  on  every 
other  ground — considering  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  the  district,  and  the 
peculiar  circumstances  under  which  the 
altercation  occurred  —  that  is  to  say, 
Mr.  Lewis  having  invited  this  rey.  gen- 
tleman to  his  house — the  proceeding  is 
absolutely  indefensible.  I  am  very  sorry, 
indeed,  that  I  hare  been  unable  to  go 
into  the  other  case  to  which  I  alluded, 
where  something  similar  occurred,  be- 
cause I  believe  I  should  have  been  able 
to  show  the  Committee  the  injudicious 
manner  in  whioh  the  law  has  been 
already  put  in  force,  and  the  difference 
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between  the  application  of  the  law  in 
the  North  and  the  West  of  Ireland.  I 
am  also  sorry  that  I  have  been  unable 
to  point  out  to  the  Oommittee  some  facts 
which  would  have  shown  the  circum- 
stances of  Woodford  to  be,  at  the  pre- 
sent moment,  different  from  those  of  any 
other  part  of  Ireland,  and  which  would 
have  connected  it  much  more  closely 
than  other  parts  of  the  country  with  the 
agrarian  difficulty. 

Sir  JOSEPH  M'KENNA  (Monaghan, 
S.) :  The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
has  not  said  that  it  is  beyond  the  com- 
petency of  the  Crown  in  Ireland  to  re- 
trace the  steps  of  the  Law  Officers  in 
this  matter.     Will  he  state  whether  it 
is  not  competent  for  the  Government  of 
Ireland,  in  some  form  or  other,  to  quash 
the  order  of   the   magistrates  against 
Father  Fahy  ?    There  ought  to  be  some 
form  by  which  it  could  be  done.  I  think 
we  should  be  quite  satisGed  if  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  would  as- 
sure us  that  the  subject  should  be  re- 
considered in  the  Council  Chamber.  The 
matter  is  one  very  deeply  affecting  the 
peace  of  Ireland ;   and  if  the  Govern- 
ment wish  to  enlist  the  sympathies  of 
the  vast  majority  of  the  Members  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  they  will  at  once 
set  about  undoing  what  has  been  done  to 
Father  Fahy.     To  the  presiding  magis- 
trate of  the  Bench  before  whom  this 
case  was  heard  it  was  admitted  that  the 
evidence  amounted  to  this — that  Father 
Fahy  went  to  Mr.  Lewis  with  the  best 
intention  as  a  peacemaker.    It  is  well 
known  that  there  are  peacemakers  and 
peacemakers  in  Irelana  ;  and  if  I  stood 
in  need  of  one,  it  certainly  would  not  be 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone 
(Mr.  T.  W.  Russell)  that  I  should  ap- 
peal to  discharge  the  function.     But  it 
is  beyond  question  that  Father  Fahy's 
motive  was  purely  that  of  peacemaking. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Soutli  Tyrone  will 
not  deny  that  Mr.  Lewis,  though  a  re- 
spectable gentleman,  is  also  rather  pep- 
pery.    Well,  he  invited  Father  Fahy 
into  his  house,  and  it  is  very  likely  that 
hot  words  were  used,  and  that  the  rev. 
gentleman  may  have  been  tempted  into 
saying  something  which  he  would  not 
have  said  in  cooler  moments.     On  the 
unsupported    testimony  of   Mr.   Lewis 
Father  Fahy  was  called  on  to  give  bail 
for  six   months;  he   declined,   holding 
that  if  he  did  so  it  would  be  an  admis- 
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sion  of  the  truth  of  Mr.  Lewis's  charge^ 
and  as  a  result  was  committed  to  prisoD. 
I  believe  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland,  on  reflection,  will  see  that  tha 
term  of  imprisonment  which  this  rev. 
gentleman  has  before  him  is  far  beyond 
the  period  of  sentence,  or  amount  of 
punishment,  which  would  be  awarded 
even  if  one  could  imagine  that  the 
alleged  offence  had  been  committed ,  and 
leaving  out  of  sight  the  important  cir- 
cumstance that  Father  Fahy  went  to 
Mr.  Lewis  with  the  intention  of  becoming 
a  peacemaker. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  EEDMOND  (Ferw 
managh,  N.) :  I  do  not  think  anyone 
was  very  much  surprised  to  hear  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W.  Eussell)  imputing 
to  Members  on  these  Benches  a  desire 
to  have  one  law  for  the  Catholic  priest 
in  Ireland  and  another  for  the  ordinaiy 
subjects  of  the  Queen.     Sir,  such  an  im- 
putation as  that  is  only  to  be  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  the  hon.  Member 
owes  his  return  to  this  House  largely  to 
the  vote  of  the  Orange  Society,  who  are 
in  the  habit  of  insulting  the  Oatholio 
people  and  their  Eepresentatives.    It  is 
precisely  because  we  believe  that  the 
treatment  received  by  Father  Fahy  was 
treatment  such  as  should  not  have  been 
given    to   the  humblest  person  in  the 
country  that  we  protest  against  it  here 
to-day.    AVe  protest  not  merely  because 
Father  Fahy  is  a  priest,  but  simply  be- 
cause he  was  treated  in  a  grossly  unfair 
manner;  and  in  appealing  to  the  Gt>- 
vemment  to  alter  the  unfortunate  deci- 
sion which  they  arrived  at  in  the  im- 
prisonment of  Father  Fahy,  we  appeal 
to  them  not  merely  on  the  grouna  of 
his  being  a  priest,  but  simply  because 
the  treatment  he  received  was  such  as 
would  have    been    unjust    to  anyone. 
But,  Sir,  we  appeal  more  particularly 
to  Her  Majesty's  Government  because 
Father  Fahy  is  a  priest ;  not  because  we 
regard  him  as  anything  more  on  that 
account,  but  we  appeal  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  their  own  interest  becauso  he  is 
a  priest.     And  why  ?    It  is  a  notorious 
fact  that  such  distressing  circumstances 
as  have  occurred  at  Woodford   would 
have  been  in    the  past  multiplied  in 
number  and  intensity  were  it  not  for  the 
interference  of  the  Catholic  priests  of 
the  country.    I  have  myself  been  pre- 
sent at  places  where  evictions  have  tacen 
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place  under  what  the  people  have  con- 
sidered unjust  circumstances,  and  where 
large  masses  of  the  people  have  as- 
sembled on  the  scene  of  eviction.  I 
have  seen  dozens  of  cases  myself  where 
the  people  would  inevitably  have  come 
in  contact  with  the  forces  of  the  Crown 
engaged  in  the  eviction  were  it  not  for 
the  interference  of  the  priests,  who  came 
to  the  scene  strictly  for  the  purpose  of 
trying  to  calm  tho  people  and  prevent 
riot  and  bloodshed.  And  now,  Sir, 
Father  Fahy  went  to  the  scene  of  these 
evictions  in  Woodford  for  the  purpose 
of  restraining  the  indignation  of  the 
people,  and  for  the  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing bloodshed,  strife,  and,  perhaps,  loss 
of  life ;  he  entered  into  conversation 
with  the  landlord,  at  whose  instigation 
these  evictions  were  being  carried  out ; 
and  the  landlord  used  very  strong  lan- 
guage to  Father  Fahy,  who,  perhaps, 
lost  his  temper,  no  doubt  because  his 
efforts  to  keep  peace  were  met  in  a 
hostile  manner  by  the  landlord.  The 
result  of  this  was  that  the  landlord,  Mr. 
Lewis,  made  an  accusation  against 
Father  Fahy,  and  Father  Fahy  was  put 
into  prison.  Now,  if  there  had  been 
some  good  evidence  to  prove  that  the 
Father's  language  was  unjustifiable,  and 
witnesses  were  forthcoming,  there  might 
have  been  some  cause  to  justify  the 
Crown  in  keeping  him  in  prison.  But 
there  is  no  proof  whatever  against 
Father  Fahy,  except  the  solitary  evi- 
dence given  by  the  landlord  himself, 
who  was  engaged  at  the  time  in  con- 
versation, when  Father  Fahy  was  al- 
leged to  have  used  this  language.  The 
people  of  the  district  now  find  that  the 
word  of  the  landlord  has  been  sufficient 
with  the  magistrates  to  cause  the  arrest 
and  incarceration  of  Father  Fahy.  It 
is  useless  for  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land to  attempt  to  allege  in  defence  of 
the  Crown  that  the  Bench  of  Magis- 
trates unanimously  made  out  the  warrant 
for  the  imprisonment  of  Father  Fahy. 
It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  the  Benches 
of  Magistrates  in  Ireland  are  landlord 
partizans  to  a  very  great  extent — at  least, 
that  is  the  opinion  of  the  people.  Well, 
there  is  no  exception  to  that  rule  in  the 
present  case,  for  we  find  that  the  landlord 
went  to  the  magistrates,  and  upon  the  word 
of  the  landlord  the  magistrates  made  out 
a  warrant  for  the  imprisonment  of  Father 
Fahy,  with  the  result  that  he  is  lying  in 
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prison  to-day,  not  because  he  has  com- 
mitted any  crime,  for  nothing  of  that 
sort  is  alleged  against  him,  nor  because 
there  was  weighty  evidence  brought  for- 
ward. The  people  where  Father  Fahy 
lived,  and  who  respect  him,  have  got  the 
bitter  feeling  and  knowledge  in  their 
hearts  that  the  word  of  a  landlord  was 
sufficient  to  take  their  priest  from  their 
midst  and  bring  him  into  prison.  Now, 
we  say  that  the  action  of  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  is,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  highly  injudicious  at  the  present 
time,  when  you  cannot  take  up  a  news- 
paper in  Ireland  without  reading  the 
word  **  eviction  " — when  you  cannot 
take  up  a  newspaper  without  seeing  the 
record  of  evictions  which  have  taken 
place,  or  an  account  of  evictions  to  come. 
It  is  generally  feared  upon  all  sides  that 
during  the  winter  there  will  be  a  great 
number  of  evictions  in  Ireland,  and  the 
only  thing  we  have  to  uphold  our  belief 
that  those  evictions  will  not  be  alto- 
gether so  disastrous  as  we  fear  they  may 
be  is  the  one  hope  in  the  interference  of 
the  priests  between  the  exasperated 
people  and  the  forces  of  the  Crown.  I 
tell  this  Committee  that  if  it  is  to  go 
forth  that  a  priest  going  to  the  scene  of 
an  eviction  for  the  purpose  of  making 
peace  between  the  parties  and  prevent- 
ing strife  ~  that  if  it  goes  forth  that  a 
priest  on  this  mission,  like  Father  Fahy, 
is  upon  the  word  of  a  landlord  to  be 
summarily  imprisoned,  it  will  not  tend 
in  any  degree  to  lessen  the  danger  which 
is  likely  to  surround  evictions  in  Ireland 
during  the  coming  winter.  It  is  be- 
cause of  this  fact,  that  the  priests  have 
always  done  their  best  to  keep  peace, 
and  have  always  been  determined  to 
exert  themselves  to  that  end,  that  we 
appeal  to  the  Government  to  release 
Father  Fahy,  so  as  not  to  discourage 
priests  in  other  parts  of  Ireland  from 
going  forth  on  like  missions  of  peace. 
Father  Fahy  was  imprisoned  merely 
upon  the  word  of  a  landlord  who  was 
interested  in  the  evictions  that  were 
taking  place  in  Woodford.  Now,  Sir, 
what  is  the  feeling  which  is  likely  to  go 
abroad  in  Ireland  ? 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  I  must  invite  the 
hon.  Member  to  be  less  discursive.  I 
have  repeatedly  indicated  what  is  the 
point  of  discussion. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  EEDMOND :  I  am 
addressing  the  Committee  on  the  im- 
prisonment of  Father  Fahy,  and  I  am 
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appealing  to  the  Government  to  recon- 
sider their  position  in  his  case.  I  was 
ffoing  to  show  what  is  the  feeling  in  Ire- 
land as  an  argument  why  the  Govern- 
ment should  reconsider  their  decision. 
Sir,  the  feeling  with  regard  to  the  im- 
prisonment of  Father  Fahy  and  the  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  these  "Wood- 
ford evictions  is  this — that  the  people 
will  get  it  into  their  heads  that  some 
persons  in  high  places  want  to  have 
outrage  and    crime   in  Ireland.      The 

{>eople  have  always  known  that  priests 
ike  Father  Fahy  have,  like  good  angels 
in  these  matters,  been  preventing  crime 
and  outrage ;  and  when  they  see  him 
now  cut  down  in  the  midst  of  his  at- 
tempts to  calm  the  people  and  prevent 
crime,  there  naturally  comes  into  their 
minds  the  feeling  that  the  landlords  have 
their  friends  in  high  places,  and  that  the 
Government  really  want  to  exasperate  the 
people,  and  to  drive  the  people  into  acts 
which  would  give  some  cover  for  the  in- 
troduction of  repressive  measures  for 
Ireland  during  the  coming  winter.  It 
is  certainly  'because  Father  Fahy  and 
priests  like  him  have  interfered  to  keep 
the  peace  on  these  occasions  that  I  appeal 
to  the  Government ;  and  I  would  appeal 
to  them  to  remember,  in  the  interests  of 
their  landlord  friends,  that  the  landlords 
in  Ireland  would  have  fared  worse  had 
it  not  been  for  the  interference  and  in- 
tercession of  the  priests  of  the  country. 
I  know  of  cases  where  the  people  had 
determined  to  stand  out  to  the  last,  and 
where  they  would  probably  have  been 
evicted,  and  the  landlord  get  no  rent,  if 
the  priest  had  not  brought  about  a  com- 
promise ;  and  I  tell  the  landlords  that 
it  will  not  be  to  their  interest  if  they 
put  in  prison  without  reason  the  priests 
who  have  assisted  them  in  collecting 
their  rents.  [^Laughter.']  I  notice  that 
a  good  many  hon.  Members  opposite 
indulge  in  laughter  at  my  remarks  ; 
but  1  say  this  is  no  laughing  matter, 
and  that  it  is  very  unbecoming  of  a 
Member  of  this  House  to  treat  in 
this  way  a  matter  which  I  believe  the 
Government  themselves  will  admit  to  be 
of  the  highest  importance  and  serious- 
ness. Now,  with  regard  to  the  "Woodford 
prisoners,  they  were  not  admitted  to  bail, 
because  the  landlord  used  his  influence 
with  the  magistrates  to  prevent  it.  But 
in  Belfast,  where  a  young  man  was  done 
to  death,  and  a  true  bill  was  brought 
against  nine  men  for  the  murder,  those 
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men  were  all  admitted  to  bail  in  the  sam 
of£50a-piece.  WhydoyounotinXreland 
apply  to  the  West  and  South  what  you 
apply  to  Belfast  ?  You  allowed  out  on 
bail  of  £50  each  those  men  who  were 
concerned  in  a  murder  of  an  inoffensive 
man,  who  gave  no  provocation.  But 
here  you  allow  no  ball  to  men  who  are 
led  into  extreme  action,  because  they 
were  driven  from  their  homes,  becauee 
their  roofs  were  taken  from  their  houses, 
and  their  wives  and  children  were  driven 
out.  If  the  Government  continue  the 
course  they  are  upon  at  present,  I  can 
tell  them  that  tiiey  have  commenced 
what  will  be  a  very  bad  time  for 
them,  and  a  very  bad  time  for  every- 
body in  Ireland.  They  have  in  the  case 
of  the  Woodford  evictions  acted  in  tiie 
interests  of  the  landlord  in  refusing  bail, 
simply  because  the  landlord  did  not 
want  it  to  be  taken,  and  they  have  put 
a  priest  in  prison,  because  the  landlord 
raised  his  single  voice  to  bring  about 
that  end.  If  you  go  on  in  this  way  you 
will  exasperate  the  people.  If  you  do 
so  you  will  have  disorder  in  Ireland, 
and  that  disorder  the  people  of  this 
country,  as  well  as  the  people  of  Ireland, 
will  see,  from  the  protests  we  are  now 
making,  does  not  come  from  any  action 
of  the  Nationalist  Party,  but  from  the 
action  of  the  Government,  who  are 
always  determined  to  stand  by  the  land- 
lords, and  from  the  action  of  those  hon. 
Members  of  this  House  who  ask  nothing 
better  than  the  imprisonment  of  priests. 
SiE  WILLIAM  H  ARCOURT  rperby) 
I  think  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
might  shorten  this  discussion,  which  has 
certainly  diverged  somewhat  from  the 
point  of  debate,  by  removing  what  I 
cannot  help  thinking  is  a  misapprehen- 
sion with  regard  to  the  facts  of  this  case. 
I  think  there  must  be  some  mistake,  and 
that  the  facts  cannot  have  been  accurately 
stated  to  the  House.  As  regards  the 
question  of  Father  Fahy  being  a  priest, 
I  think  that  ought  not  to  enter  into  the 
matter  at  all.  I  think  he  should  be  dealt 
with  as  any  other  subject  of  the  Crown. 
As  far  as  my  experience  goes  of  putting 
priests  in  prison— and  I  have  had  some 
experience — it  is  that  there  is  a  very  great 
difficulty  in  getting  them  out  again ; 
and  that  is  one  great  objection  to  their 
being  imprisoned.  But  we  all  agree  that 
the  same  rule  ought  to  be  applied  to 
everybody  in  similar  circumstances. 
I  Now  the  facts  of  this  case,  which  has 
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only  come  to  my  knowledge  this  after- 
noon, have  been  stated  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon).  I  under- 
stand the  hon.  Member  to  eav  that  a 
person  desiring  to  remove  difficulties 
which  have  arisen  in  these  evictions  went 
to  the  house  of  another  person  who  was 
a  landlord ;  apparently  they  did  not 
agree ;  there  was  no  one  present,  as  I 
understand,  and  they  had  an  altercation. 
Well,  one  party  to  the  altercation  goes 
before  a  magistrate  and  states  what  the 
other  has  done ;  there  is  no  corroboration 
whatever,  and  on  that  statement  proceed- 
ings are  taken,  and  the  other  party  to 
the  altercation  is  shut  up.  Now,  if  this 
can  be  so,  it  clearly  lies  with  the  first 
person  who  gets  to  the  magistrate  in 
cases  of  this  kind  to  have  the  other 
party  shut  up.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
magistrate  took  a  sensible  view  of  the 
case.  He  said  that  when  two  people 
quarrel  it  is  very  likely  that  neither  of 
them  recollect  what  has  taken  place 
very  accurately — at  all  events,  neither  of 
them  is  likely  to  give  the  most  favourable 
view  of  the  case  of  the  other  person,  or 
the  most  accurate  account  of  their  own. 
Now,  the  extraordinary  part  of  this  story 
is  that  the  magistrate  recommended  the 
case  to  be  made  up,  but  that  the  Grown 
Solicitor,  who  I  understand — but  I  can- 
not help  thinking  there  is  some  mistake 
about  this— was  himself  concerned  in 
these  evictions,  prevented  the  course 
being  taken  which  the  magistrate 
recommended.  I  do  not  know,  but  I 
think  there  must  be  some  mistake 
here.  Well,  he  did  that  under  the  direct 
instructions  of  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland.  Here  is  a  Crown  Agent  and 
agent  for  the  landlord  preventing  the 
magistrate  making  up  the  case  ;  where- 
upon the  magistrate  gives  his  decision 
as  to  finding  bail,  and  a  man  is  sent  to 
prison.  That  is  the  case  as  Etated  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo.  Since 
the  hon.  Gentleman  spoke  I  believe  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  has  said 
nothing ;  and  therefore,  if  he  would  make 
a  statement  which  would  remove  the 
misapprehension  which  I  believe  exists, 
I  think  it  would  probably  terminate  this 
discussion.  I  think  the  case  is  one  in 
which  explanation  is  required. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  When  this  case  was  first 
noticed  I  did  not  think  it  desirable  to 


enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  facts,  for 
the  reason  that  any  statement  I  might 
make    in  reference  to  the  facts  of  the 
case  must  necessarily  be  an    ex  parte 
statement.     I  received  certain  informa- 
tion from  Mr.  Lewis,  and  I  gave  direc- 
tions upon  the  basis  of  that  informa- 
tion to    the   Crown    Solicitor.     As   to 
whether    the    information   received  be 
accurate  or  inaccurate  I  can  say  nothing. 
It  was,  of  course,  for  the  Court  to  hear 
the  case  and  decide,  and  the  judgment 
of  the  Court  was  based  upon  their  con- 
clusion as  to  whether  the  information 
brought  forward  was  accurate  or  not. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Derby  (Sir  William  Harcourt)  has 
asked  what  were  the  facts  of  the  case. 
As  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with  them,  I 
shall  at  once  tell  the  Committee  what 
these  circumstances  are.    If  I  am  rightly 
informed,  there  was  no  altercation  be- 
tween Mr.  Lewis  and  the  Rev.  Father 
Fahy.      Mr.     Lewis    is    a    gentleman 
of    whom    I    know     nothing    beyond 
what  any  other  Member  of  the  House 
may    know,    except    one     fact    which 
is  in  the  cognizance  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite— namely,    that    in 
the  month  of  February  last  an  attempt 
was  made  to  blow  up  his  house,  either 
with  dynamite  or  some  other  explosive 
material.     It  was  partly  successful ;  but 
if  it  had  succeeded  entirely  his  house 
and  family  would  have  been  destroyed. 
It  is  perfectly  true  that  some  time  ago 
Father  Fahy  came  to  Mr.  Lewis's  house — 
he  was  not  invited  to  come — and  asked 
Mr.  Lewis  what  he  intended  to  do  in  the 
case  of  one  or  two  tenants.     Mr.  Lewis 
gave  an  explanation  which  I  think  would 
satisfy  most  reasonable  men — namely, 
that  as  regarded  the  holding  on  which 
the  man  was  living  the  rent  was  paid 
for  it,  and  he  did  not  wish  to  dispossess 
him ;    but    that    as    regarded    another 
holding,  which  was  subject  to  a  dispute 
between  the  father  and  son,  no  rent  had 
been  paid  for  it,  and  he  intended  to  re- 
cover possession  of  it.    Upon  that  Father 
Fahy  got  very  indignant  and  excited, 
and  told  him  that  his  house  would  be 
blown    up    with    dynamite  within   six 
months ;  that  he  himself  would  probably 
be  killed ;  and  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
denounce   him   from  the  altar.      Upon 
these  facts  being  brought  to  my  know- 
ledge I  did  what  I  think  any  Attorney 
General  would  have  done  in  similar  cir- 
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oumstanoes.  I  ask  whether,  under  those 
circumstances,  the  Attorney  General 
would  have  any  alternative  except  to 
direct  the  Crown  Solicitor  to  take  charge 
of  the  case,  and  have  Father  Fahy 
brought  up  before  the  magistrates,  and 
the  matter  fully  investigated  ?  Accord- 
ingly I  gave  the  Crown  Solicitor  direc- 
tions to  take  charge  of  the  case,  to  put 
himself  in  communication  with  Mr. 
Lewis,  who  had  given  the  information, 
to  have  a  summons  issued  and  heard  in 
the  ordinary  way  before  the  Court.  He 
did  so.  I  know  nothing  at  all  of  what 
occurred  between  the  magistrates  and 
the  Crown  Solicitor.  I  gave  no  directions 
to  the  Crown  Solicitor,  either  to  with- 
draw the  proceedings  or  to  go  on  with 
them.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  what 
happened,  but  gave  general  directions  to 
proceed.  I  understand  that  Mr.  Lewis 
proved  the  facts  as  I  have  stated  them 
to  the  Committee,  and  that  he  was  not 
shaken  in  cross-examination.  Under 
those  circumstances  the  Court,  consisting 
of  more  than  one  magistrate — I  know  not 
how  many — unanimously  made  the  order, 
and  it  was  impossible  for  that  Court  to 
come  to  the  conclusion  of  making  such 
an  order  unless  they  believed  the  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Lewis.  I  ask,  assuming 
that  they  believed  that  statement  and 
granted  the  order,  whether  it  would  be 
proper  or  right  for  the  Court  to  say  that 
it  was  a  matter  for  compromise  and 
settlement  ?  I  do  not  know  what  the 
Crown  Solicitor  said  ;  but  if  these  facts 
were  proved  it  was  quite  right  for  the 
Crown  Solicitor  to  say—**  I  will  not  be  a 
party  to  any  such  arrangement ;  I  will 
leave  the  Court  to  judge."  I  believe 
that  in  this  case  the  procedure  has  been 
right  from  Grst  to  last,  as  far  as  I  know, 
and  I  need  hardly  say  that  it  has  been 
taken  in  the  Constitutional  way.  The 
Attorney  General  has  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  the  case,  which  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  Court.  The  order  made  was 
merely  that  Father  Fahy  should  give 
sureties  for  good  behaviour.  If  he  had 
given  sureties  to  keep  the  peace  the 
matter  would  have  been  at  an  end  at 
once  and  for  ever.  But  he  refused  to  do 
what  the  Court  ordered  him  to  do.  These 
are  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and 
under  them  there  was  no  option  but  to 
do  what  has  been  done,  and  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  course  taken  was  the 
proper  and  legitimate  course  to  be  pur- 
sued. 

Mr,  Holmee 


Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.):  I  hare 
listened  with  great  interest  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  Attorney  General,  and  I 
observe  some  inconsistency  in  his  acooant 
with  what  actually  occurred  in  the  Court. 
I  know  nothing  of  Father  Fahy ;  I  know 
nothing  of  the  circumstances  of  the  caae, 
except  what  we  read  in  the  public  Frees. 
The  Attorney  General  said  that  Father 
Fahy  approached  the  landlord  in  an  im- 
proper way,  and  said — "  If  you  do  not  do 
so  and  eo,  your  house  will  be  blown  up 
by  dynamite." 

Mb.  HOLMES  :  I  said  that  I  was  in- 
formed  of  that,  and  that  I  took  proper 
means  to  deal  with  the  case. 

Mb.  DILLON :  That  is  an  important 
answer ;  but  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  did  not  say  who  it  was  that 
informed  him. 

Mb.  holmes  :  I  distinctly  said  that 
this  information  was  given  me  by  Mr. 
Lewis. 

Mb.  DILLON  :  Upon  the  information 
he  had,  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman says  he  instructed  the  Grown 
Solicitor  to  press  the  case ;  but  it  tnms 
out  that  he  proceeded  on  the  mere  ipm 
dixit  of  Mr.  Lewis.  When  the  Oonrt 
had  listened  to  the  case  Colonel  Waring, 
the  presiding  magistrate,  after  having 
heard  the  evidence,  expressed  the  opinion 
which  had  been  read  to  the  Committee — 
that  was  not  denied  by  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman — the  opinion  was 
that  an  altercation  had  occurred  between 
two  gentlemen,  heated  language  had 
passed,  neither  party  could  reocmect  ex- 
actly what  had  passed,  and  it  was  doubt- 
ful whether  the  language  complained  of 
had  been  used,  and  it  was  a  case  that 
ought  to  be  settled.  Those  were  the 
words  of  the  Eesident  Magistrate,  and 
now  we  are  told  by  the  Attorney  General 
that  the  Eesident  Magistrate  had  satis- 
fied himself  that  it  was  a  case  to  be 
pressed — ^he  had  satisfied  himself,  he 
said,  that  it  was  a  case  the  Crown  Soli- 
citor should  take  up,  and  press  for  judg- 
ment, and  the  Crown  Solicitor  was  in- 
structed and  intervened,  using  a]l  hie 
influence  to  obtain  the  infliction  of  a 
penalty. 

Mb.  HOLMES:  I  am  sure  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not  wish  to  misrepre- 
sent me ;  but  he  is  attributing  to  me 
something  very  different  to  what  I  said. 
I  expressly  stated  to  the  Committee  that 
I  gave  no  instructions  to  the  Crown 
Solicitor,  except  to  conduct  the  case  in 
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the  ordinary  way.  I  expressly  stated 
that  I  knew  nothing  of  what  happened 
in  Court. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  If  that  is  so,  then  the 
Crown  Solicitor  exceeded  his  instructions, 
for  he  did  not  issue  the  summons  and 
proceed  in  the  ordinary  way — he  pressed 
for  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  and 
brought  distinct  pressure  to  bear  on  the 
proceedings  of  the  Court.  He  inter- 
posed and  said  it  was  not  a  fair  case  for 
settlement,  using  that  undue  authority 
that  attaches  to  the  representative  of 
the  Crown  in  Irish  Magisterial  Courts. 
Further,  I  most  distinctly  claim  to  show 
— and  1  have  the  evidence  to  prove  it — 
that  the  Crown  Solicitor  in  this  case  was 
grossly  biased,  and  displayed  his  bias. 
For  what  occurred?  On  the  previous 
Thursday,  when  the  prisoners  were 
brought  up  who  are  now  lying  in  Gal  way 
Prison,  the  Crown  Solicitor  refused  the 
application  for  bail.  Mr.  Blake  used 
language  to  which  I  will  call  attention, 
and  ask  was  it  language  that  should 
have  been  used  considering  the  state  of 
public  feeling  ?  The  Chairman  was  ad- 
dressed on  behalf  of  the  prisoners,  and 
then  Mr.  Blake  made  the  following 
speech : 

**He  was  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
making  some  reply  to  the  very  injudicious  speech 
on  hehalf  of  some  of  the  prisoners.  The^  were 
told  there  was  a  dearth  of  teachers  in  the 
locality  ;  but  he  was  afraid  there  was  no  dearth 
of  teachers  to  instruct  the  people  to  resist  the 
fulfilment  of  their  contracts." 

This,  remember,  was  from  the  represen- 
tative of  the  Crown,  and  how  can  the 
people  believe  he  was  the  representative 
of  justice? — 

**  He  undertook  to  say  yesterday,  before  he 
got  his  instructions,  that  he  would  be  instructed 
to  refuse  bail,  and  he  was  glad  to  say  he 
had  received  instructions  from  Dublin  to  refuse 
it.'' 

Is  language  such  as  that  calculated  to 
insure  respect  for  the  law  ?  Here  was 
an  agent  of  the  landlords  saying — **He 
would  undertake  to  say  he  would  be  in- 
structed,'' and  that  *^  he  was  glad  to  say 
he  had  been  instructed  to  refuse  bail." 
In  the  name  of  goodness,  what  right 
had  he  to  be  glad  ?  Did  he  not  thereby 
show  that  he  stood  there  as  the  represen- 
tative of  the  Galway  landlords,  not  as  the 
representative  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment ?  This  is  one  of  the  strongest  rea- 
sons we  have  for  pushing  the  investigation 
of  this  matter  to  the  bottom.  Mr.  Blake 
was  plainly  the  agent  of  his  masters  the 


landlords  of  Galway.  Acting,  as  he 
believed,  with  the  encouragement  of  the 
Attorney  General  he  strained  his  autho- 
rity— always  too  g^eat  in  Magisterial 
Courts,  for  they  did  all  the  Crown  Soli- 
citor asked — and  demanded  that  the 
Court  should  refuse  bail  to  these  men, 
who  ought  to  have  been  bailed,  and 
would  have  been  admitted  to  bail  in 
any  other  country  in  the  world  under 
similar  circumstances.  He  showed  his 
animus  on  the  subsequent  Tuesday, 
when  the  Eesident  Magistrate  declared 
his  opinion  that  the  case  was  one  that 
ought  to  be  settled,  and  the  magistrate 
had  a  much  better  opportunity  oi  judg- 
ing the  facts  than  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  in  Dublin.  The 
magistrate  repeated  his  opinion  three 
times  over ;  but  the  representative  of  the 
Crown  stopped  him,  saying,  in  his  opi- 
nion, the  case  ought  not  to  be  settled, 
and,  making  some  sneering  remarks, 
brought  pressure  to  bear  which  has  re- 
sulted in  this  most  lamentable  state  of 
things.  It  is  a  most  lamentable  state  of 
things,  and  the  Government  have  to 
make  the  best  of  it.  They  may  think 
it  an  easier  matter  to  get  a  priest  in  than 
out  of  prison  than  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  late  Home  Secretary  found 
it ;  but  if  Father  Fahy  takes  the  advice 
I  will  ofifer  he  will  not  quit  Galway 
Prison  until  he  can  leave  it  honourably. 
He  will  be  thoroughly  justified  m 
telling  the  Government  that  if  they 
are  going  to  lock  him  in  gaol  until  he 
dishonours  himself  by  giving  security 
not  to  act  like  a  rujQ&an  or  a  scamp,  then 
he  will  continue  to  remain  in  prison. 

Mr.  BEADLAUGH  (Northampton) : 
I  will  not  go  into  the  facts  of  a  case  of 
which  I  know  nothing  but  what  I  have 
heard  in  Committee.  I  quite  feel  the 
exceeding  difficulty  of  making  the  Com- 
mittee any  kind  of  a  Court  of  Appeal 
on  the  subject  of  the  decisions  of  magis- 
trates or  Judges,  and  it  would  be  impos- 
sible in  English  jurisprudence  that  such 
a  case  could  arise  ;  but  I  will  appeal  to 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to  make  more 
allowance  than  I  think  they  do  make  for 
hon.  Members  sitting  around  me.  It  ia 
clear  from  the  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Attorney  General  lor 
Ireland — ^it  is  clear  from  the  knowledge 
we  have  received  from  listening  to  hon. 
Members  who  have  preceded  me,  that 
all  proceedinffs  of  tnis  character  are 
looked  upon,  nghUy  or  wrongly,  as  being 
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taken  under  the  direct  action  of   the 
Crown.     If  that  be  so,  it  cannot  be  won- 
dered at  that  the    Hepresentatives  of 
men  who   are  thought   to  be  unfairly 
tried  should  be  inclined  to  defend  them 
by  attacking  the  representative  of  the 
Crown  in  the  House  of  Commons — it  is 
the  ODly  fashion  in  which  they  can  do  so. 
No  suspicion  rests  upon  English  justice. 
I  have  come,  during  a  rather  troubled 
life,  very  often  into   collision  with  the 
authorities — [Zaughter'l  —  and    perhaps 
hon.  Members  who  laugh  at  that  would 
not  have  come  oflP  so  well ;  but  I  have 
never  permitted  myself,  when  a  decision 
has  been  against  me,  to  suggest  that  the 
decision  has  been  tainted  with  unfairness, 
however  much   I  may  have  disagreed 
with  the  reasons  that  governed  it.     I 
knew  that  the  Attorney  General  or  Soli- 
citor General,  of  whatever  political  side 
— except   so  far  as    human    nature  is 
potent  with   all — did  not    allow    their 
political    feelings     to     influence    them 
against  me,    and  certainly    there    was 
nothing  of  the  kind  with  the  Judges. 
I  have  never  heard — except  on  one  occa- 
sion,   when  I  admit   it   came   from   a 
personage  of    high    authority    in    the 
House — I  have  never  heard  it  suggested 
that  English  Judges  could  act  unfairly. 
I  did  hear  it  once  while  sitting  under 
the  Gallery,  the  only  seat  I  was  then 
allowed  to  occupy.     I  heard  the  noble 
Lord    the    present    Chancellor    of    the 
Exchequer  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
say  a  Government  could  procure  any  de- 
cision it  pleased  from  English  Judges. 
I  confess  I  did  not  believe  that — T  say  it 
with  all  respect — although  I  have  often 
had  decisions  given  against  me.     But  it 
cannot  be  wondered  at,  when  a  noble 
Lord  in  a  high  position  gave  utterance 
to  such  a  sentiment,  that  Members  around 
should  express   a  similar  sentiment  in 
respect  to  friends  of  theirs.     It  is  clear 
that  in  this  case — we  have  it  from  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland — that  the 
Crown  Solicitor  represented  the  Crown 

and  the  landlords  at  the  same  time 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  That  is  an  entire  mistake. 
The  Crown  Solicitor  represented  nobody 
but  the  Crown— no  one  has  a  rieht  to 
pay  he  represented  anyone  else.  It  has 
been  stated  that  he  was  agent  for  Mr. 
Lewis  ;  but  that  must  have  been  stated 
under  an  entire  misapprehension  of  the 
facts. 

Ifr.  Bradl<iugh 


Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.):  I  hare 
stated  that  Mr.  Blake  was  agent  for  cer- 
tain Galway  landlords. 

Mr.  holmes  :  He  was  not  agent 
for  Mr.  Lewis. 

Mr.  BRADLAUGH  :  I  am  afraid  I 
was  rather  obtuse  in  expressing  myself. 
I  will  make  my  meaning  more  clear. 
Mr.  Blake  represented  the  Grown  in 
substance,  but  he  represented  the  land- 
lords in  spirit,  when  he  said  he  was  glad 
he  had  received  instructions  which  au- 
thorized him  to  oppose  the  granting  of 
bail. 

Mr.  HOLMES :  The  hon.  Member  it 
wholly  wrong ;  the  allegation  does  not 
apply  to  that  case  at  all,  but  to  a  wholly 
different  case. 

Mr.  BRADLAUGH :  That  shows  the 
excessive  inconvenience  of  haraig  to 
discuss  such  cases  in  the  Committee  at 
all.  \_CheersA  I  am  glad  to  haye  that 
recognized,  for  it  is  an  inconvenience 
that  must  continually  arise  until  the 
administration  of  justice  in  Ireland  is 
placed  on  the  same  footing  as  it  is  in 
England. 

The  chancellor  of  thb  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Raitdolph  Chubohill) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  I  understand  that 
during  my  ahsence  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton,  who  has  just  addreeaed 
the  Committee,  stated  that  he,  sitting 
under  the  Gallery,  heard  me  say  that, 
in  my  opinion,  the  Crown  ooiUd  get 
any  decision  it  wished  from  English 
Judges. 

Ma.  BRADLAUGH :  That  is  so. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
I  can  assure  the  hon.  Member  he  is 
under  an  entire  mistake,  and  I  give  an 
unqualified  denial  to  the  statement. 

Mr.  BRADLAUGH:  Perhaps  the 
Committee  will  allow  me  to  explain.  It 
was  a  case  in  which  I  took  some  interest| 
for  I  was  the  defendant.  Unless  my 
memory  quite  betrays  me,  I  heard  the 
noble  Lord  make  the  remark,  and  I 
think  the  noble  Lord  objected  to  the 
constitution  of  the  Court,  and  a  special 
meeting  of  the  High  Court  was  held, 
and  the  Judges  changed  in  consequence 
of  the  complaints  of  the  noble  Lord  and 
a  Colleague. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
I  can  assure  the  hon.  Member  he  is  com- 
pletely in  error,  and  I  am  sure  the  hon. 
Member  will  not  find  any  record  of 
my  having  giren  utterance  to  such  an 
opinion. 
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Mr.  BEADLAUQH  :  I  shaU  be  ex- 
ceedingly glad  if  my  memory  has  de- 
ceived one. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOE  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  The  case  is  eminently  one 
that  calls  for  the  intervention  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland.  The  right 
hon.  Qentleman  has  over  and  over  again 
expressed  the  feeling  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Government  rather  to  ame- 
liorate than  to  exasperate  the  unfor- 
tunate state  of  things  between  landlord 
and  tenant.  When  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman and  his  Colleagues  had  been 
charged  with  a  desire  to  stimulate  the 
harsh  proceedings  of  landlords  against 
tenants,  he  had  over  and  over  again, 
with  every  appearance  of  sincerity,  dis- 
claimed any  such  intention.  He  had 
now  an  opportunity  of  carrying  out  his 
promises.  Here  was  a  case  where  inter- 
vention on  his  part  would  do  much  to 
remove  exasperation  and  restore  a  better 
state  of  feeling.  Having  heard  the 
speech  of  the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer (Sir  William  Harcourt)  and  the 
speech  of  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land, I  think  the  Government  will  be 
most  unwise  if  they  do  not  act  on  the  advice 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr. 
Dillon)  and  order  the  immediate  release 
of  Father  Fahy.  The  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  must  know  that  nothing  can 
make  his  difficult  task  in  Ireland  more 
difficult  than  that  the  impression  should 
get  abroad  that  the  law,  the  Executive, 
and  the  landlords  are  synonymous  terms. 
It  is  the  duty  of  his  high  office  to  stand 
impartially  between  one  class  and  the 
other,  and  see  that  equal  justice  is  being 
done.  Can  any  fair-minded  man  infer 
from  what  he  has  heard  in  Committee 
that  the  Crown  does  stand  impartially 
between  the  classes  ?  In  the  first  place, 
there  is  a  man  filling  two  positions 
incompatible  in  view  of  the  present 
position  in  Ireland — a  representative  of 
the  Crown  and  a  represeutative  of  the 
landlord  class.  Let  the  casu  be  con- 
sidered calmly,  as  if  it  were  a  case  be- 
tween two  classes  in  England,  and  not  in 
Ireland.  What  do  we  constantly  hear 
from  Scotch  Members?  What  more 
frequent  complaint  is  there  than  that  in 
the  painful  struggle  between  crofters 
and  landlords  the  same  man  often  fills 
the  position  of  Procurator  Fiscal  and  the 
private  position  of  landlord's  agent? 
Mr.  Blake  was  the  agent  of  Mr.  Lewis. 
[' '  No !  no :  "]   I  use  the  word  ' '  agent " 


not  in  the  technical  sense  of  the  word  ; 
if  hon.  Members  choose  to  trip  me  up  at 
every  word  and  interrupt  me  there  will 
be  no  chance  of  a  calm  consideration  of 
the  subject.  Mr.  Blake  was  acting  for 
the  landlords  in  these  cases  against  the 
tenants.  Surely  everybody  knows  what 
that  means  ?  Here  was  a  man  who 
acted  as  law  agent  for  the  landlords 
acting  as  law  agent  for  the  Crown. 
This  position  imposed  upon  Mr.  Blake 
the  necessity  of  more  care  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  duty  than  if  he  were 
simply  Crown  Solicitor,  or  simply  law 
agent  for  the  landlords.  Did  he  impose 
upon  himself  the  restrictions  of  his 
position  ?  By  no  means.  The  short  ex- 
tracts from  the  account  of  the  proceed- 
ings show  that  he  brought  into  this  case, 
as  the  representative  of  the  Crown,  all 
the  animus  and  all  the  passion  of  a  re- 
presentative of  the  landlords.  That  was 
the  best  way  to  bring  the  law  into  dis- 
repute, and  divorce  the  sympathies  of  the 
people  from  those  who  administered  the 
law.  Bail  has  been  asked  for  the  pri- 
soners, and  can  anyone  deny  that  in 
England  or  Scotland  bail  would  have 
been  allowed  as  a  matter  of  course,  and 
without  question?  Here  are  tenants 
bound  to  the  locality  by  the  ties  of 
home,  of  family,  and  of  farm  tenancy, 
and  yet  they  are  not  allowed  bail,  because 
the  Crown  Solicitor,  who  is  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  landlords,  opposed  it; 
he  opposed  the  granting  of  bail  with  a 
savage  glee  that  was  altogether  inde- 
corous in  his  position. 

Lord  EANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
He  acted  under  instructions  from  the 
Government. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOE:  Surely  the 
noble  Lord  has  heard  the  language  of 
the  Crown  Solicitor  quoted. 

Lord  EANDOLPH  CHUECHILL : 
I  have  heard  the  statement  of  the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOE:  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  noble  Lord  has  heard 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  East 
Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon),  in  which  he  quoted 
the  language  of  the  Crown  Solicitor  that 
he  expected  to  receive  instructions  to 
refuse  bail,  and  was  glad  he  had  received 
those  instructions.  I  ask  the  noble 
Lord,  who,  with  his  Colleagues,  share  the 
responsibility  of  Gt)vemment  in  Ireland, 
was  it  right  for  their  representative  to 
express  this  savage  exultation?  This 
conduct,  60  unworthy  of   his  position, 
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became  much  more  serious,  much  more 
unworthy,  when,  as  the  noble  Lord  says, 
he  acted  as  the  spokesman  of  the  Go- 
vernment. The  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland,  who  is  a  dexterous  Nisi  Prius 
advocate,  produced  a  strong  impression 
on  the  Committee  by  his  statement  of 
the  case ;  but  hon.  Members  should  re- 
member the  fact  that  in  the  statement 
of  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
they  had  listened  to  the  statement  of  one 
of  the  parties  to  the  case,  for  in  his  reply 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
acknowledged  that  the  statement  upon 
which  he  acted,  and  which  he  repeated 
to  the  Committee,  was  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Lewis,  one  of  the  parties  in  the 
case. 

Mr.  HOLMES:  I  have  explained 
that  the  reason  I  did  not  desire  to  enter 
into  the  discussion  was  that  necessarily 
my  information  was  ex  parte. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR:  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  began  with 
the  statement  that  his  information  was 
ex  parte;  but  he  concluded  by  giving 
his  statement  as  a  triumphant  vindica- 
tion of  the  action  of  the  Crown  Solicitor. 
He  produced  an  effect  upon  the  Commit- 
tee that  was  entirely  wrong  by  saying 
that  the  clergyman  came  to  the  man, 
whose  house  had  been  previously  at- 
tacked with  dynamite,  and  threatened 
him  with  a  repetition  of  that  outrage. 
In  that  he  attempted  to  prove  too  much. 
If  that  suggestion  had  been  made  in  the 
Court  where  the  case  was  heard,  and  if 
it  had  been  proved,  was  it  credible  that 
the  presiding  magistrate  would  have 
thought  it  a  case  for  the  gentlemen  to 
shake  hands,  go  out  of  the  Court,  and 
forget  all  about  it?  Why,  if  Father 
Fahy  had  threatened  the  plaintiff  in  this 
case  with  being  murdered  withdynamite, 
would  Colonel  Waring,  the  Kesident  Ma- 
gistrate, having  heard  the  whole  case, 
have  advised  Mr.  Lewis  and  Father 
Fahy,  the  threatened  and  the  threatener, 
to  ''kiss  and  be  friends,^'  like  children 
after  a  quarrel?  It  was  evident  the 
magistrate  considered  the  case  to  be 
one  of  the  most  trivial  character.  How 
could  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman reconcile  this  recommendation 
of  Colonel  Waring  that  the  gentlemen 
should  go  out  of  Court,  shake  hands, 
and  forget  it,  with  credence  to  the  grave 
statement  of  Mr.  Lewis  ?  No  ;  Colonel 
Waring  did  not  believe  Mr.  Lewis.     He 

Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor 


said,  very  properly,  the  two  gentlemen 
were  very  excited  and  angry,  and  shout- 
ing at  the  top  of  their  voices,  said  many 
angry  things,  as  angry  men  do.  ColonaL 
Waring  attached  no  importance  to 
the  statement  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  was  not  ashamed  to  bring  for- 
ward to  induce  the  Committee  to  oome 
to  a  wrong  sense  of  the  position.  Though 
Colonel  Waring  expressed  his  opinion, 
there  were  landlords  on  the  Bench  be- 
side him,  and  the  representative  of  land- 
lords in  the  Court  appealed  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  landlords  on  the  Bench, 
and,  using  all  his  influence  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Crown,  induced  them  to 
overrule  the  sensible,  kindly  advice  of 
the  Resident  Magistrate,  and  so  per- 
petrated this  gross  injustice.  This  is  a 
case  for  the  intervention  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  between  the  map^s- 
terial  landlords  and  the  representatiTes 
of  the  people ;  and  I  am  sure  the  Com- 
mittee, and  the  country  generally,  will 
be  disappointed  if  many  days  pass  over 
without  an  order  for  the  unconditional 
release  of  Father  Fahy. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Gal way,  N.):  There 
is  only  one  question  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  which, 
as  Law  Officer,  he  can  readily  answer, 
and  that  is  under  what  law  was  Father 
Fahy  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace  f  I 
have  not  myself  the  slightest  pretence 
to  legal  knowledge ;  but  on  the  Bench 
some  elementary  principles  of  law  have 
occasionally  to  be  studied  or  looked  into. 
Up  to  1882  there  was  the  ordinary  law, 
the  operation  of  which  was  pretty  much 
the  same  in  England  and  Ireland.  But 
in  1882  a  great  change  was  made,  and 
then  the  principle  of  binding  over  to  keep 
the  peace  was  extended  under  an  old 
Statute  of  Edward  III.,  or,  at  any  rate, 
a  very  old  Statute.  I  believe  that  these 
very  old  Statutes  were  sometimes  con- 
sidered the  same  as  the  Common  Law. 
I  am  not  an  authority  on  that  point ;  bot 
I  want  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
to  go  over  this  ground  carefully,  and 
explain  this  matter  to  the  Committee, 
not  simply  to  parry  my  question,  putting 
me  aside  with  superior  legal  knowledge, 
but  carefully  to  explain  under  what  law 
Father  Fahy  was  bound  over  to  keep 
the  peace. 

Mk.  BRADLAUGH  :  Perhaps  I  may 
be  allowed  to  explain  that  since  speak- 
ing I  have  referred  to  Hdnsard,  and 
find  that  it  does  not  corroborate  my  own 
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impression  of  what  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Bandolph  Churchill)  said  on  the  occa- 
sion referred  to  a  few  minutes  since.  I 
think  it  is  only  loyal  for  me  to  sny 
this. 

Mr.  holmes  :  In  answer  to  the 
question  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber for  Galway  (Colonel  Nolan),  I  may 
just  tell  him  that  a  magistrate  may  bind 
a  man  in  securities  for  the  preservation 
of  the  peace  under  the  Common  Law. 
That  was  a  power  always  exercised  and 
approved.  In  addition  to  that,  under 
an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  a  long  time 

ago [Colonel  Nolan:    But  when?] 

In  the  Keign  of  Edward  III.  Under 
that  Statute  magistrates  may  demand 
sureties  for  good  behaviour.  That 
Statute  id  not  by  any  means  obsolete ; 
it  is  acted  upon  in  England  almost  every 
week. 

Colonel  NOLAN:  The  Attorney 
General  has  not  answered  my  question, 
under  which  Statute  was  Father  Fahv 
bound  over  ?  Surely  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  can  and  will  answer 
that  question  put  in  a  simple  form. 

Mr.  MUEPHY  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick's) : 
I  would  not  have  intervened  except  to 
ask  for  further  explanation  of  the  state- 
ment as  to  the  action  taken  upon  the  ex 
parte  statement  of  Mr.  Lewis.  I  con- 
fess I  am  amazed,  Sir,  to  hear  from  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  that  he 
thinks  it  his  duty,  on  the  mere  statement 
of  one  party  in  a  case,  to  order  a  State 
prosecution  with  all  the  panoply  of  the 
forces  of  the  Crown,  and  where  the 
case  consists,  at  the  outside,  of  alleged 
threatening  language  of  one  man  to 
another.  I  think.  Sir,  that  if  in  Eng- 
land an  altercation,  such  as  has  been 
described  by  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland,  took  place,  the  parties  would 
be  allowed  to  fight  it  out  for  themselves. 
The  man  who  made  such  a  representa- 
tion, with  a  request  for  a  prosecution  by 
the  Crown  in  England,  would  be  told  to 
issue  a  summons  to  the  Magistrates' 
Court  or  the  Police  Court,  where  the 
case  would  be  summarily  decided  on  its 
merits,  with  both  the  parties  standing 
on  equal  terms.  In  Ireland  we  generally 
find  that,  in  disputes  between  land- 
lords and  someone  else,  the  Crown 
Prosecutor  mostly  intervenes  in  the 
interests  of  the  landlords.  If  anyone 
attacks  the  privileged  classes,  his  case  is 


immediately  made  the  subject  of  a  Crown 
prosecution.  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  it  is  usual  in  England ;  and  I 
would  ask  the  Attorney  General  for 
England  to  say  whether,  in  such  a  case 
as  this  of  Father  Fahy's,  the  Crown 
would  order  a  prosecution?  In  Ireland 
Crown  prosecutions  are  ordered  on  the 
smallest  provocation.  They  are  ordered 
on  the  representation  of  local  magis- 
trates and  other  individuals  who  have 
influence  with  the  Crown ;  and  there  is 
nothing,  in  my  opinion,  which  tends 
more  to  lower  the  respect  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  law  than  the  inter- 
position of  the  Crown  as  prosecutor  in 
in  cases  of  this  kind,  which  will  be 
always  found  to  be  in  the  interests  of 
the  landlord  class,  without  having  in- 
vestigated sufficiently  the  cases  before 
they  order  prosecutions.  In  nearly  all 
the  cases  where  the  Crown  intervenes 
we  find  one  class  pitted  against  another. 
I  maintain  that  nothing  is  more  calcu- 
lated to  lower  the  law,  and  to  bring  it  into 
contempt  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  than 
the  partial  administration  of  the  law  by 
prosecutions  of  this  kind.  On  the 
merits  of  this  case  I  do  not  propose 
to  say  anything,  as  they  have  been  dealt 
with  by  other  speakers ;  but  I  do  con- 
tend that  the  case  illustrates  the  general 
proposition  I  have  made.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve there  is  any  similar  system  in 
England,  nor  would  such  a  system  be 
tolerated  by  public  opinion.  I  be- 
lieve that  here,  when  people  fall 
out,  they  are  expected  to  settle  their 
differences  between  themselves.  This 
case  was  not  such  a  one  as  the  Crown 
ought  to  have  intervened  in,  particularly 
as  they  intervened  on  the  mere  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Lewis  as  against  that  of 
Father  Fahy. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  I 
should  like  the  right  hon.  (md  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  to  an- 
swer me  on  the  point  of  law.  He  has 
declared  there  are  two  different  branches 
of  the  law  under  which  Father  Fahy 
might  have  been  convicted.  I  press  my 
question,  and  I  maintain  we  are  entitled 
to  the  assistance  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  on  the  point  of  law ; 
otherwise,  what  is  the  use  of  paying  two 
Law  Officers  ?  What  do  the  Attorney 
General  and  Solicitor  General  for  Ire* 
land  sit  here  for  ?  I  suppose  the  Attor- 
ney General  for  Ireland  does  not  answer 
because  he  is  not  a  responsible  Member 
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of  the  G-overnment.  I  must,  therefore, 
put  my  question  to  a  responsible  Mem- 
ber of  the  Government.  I  will  put  my 
question  to  the  noble  Lord  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer ;  but  I  cannot 
help  being  struck  by  the  absurdity  of 
there  being  two  Irish  Law  Officers,  who 
cannot  inform  us  as  to  under  which  of 
two  branches  of  the  law  a  gentleman 
has  been  sent  to  prison. 

The  CHANOELLOE  of  thbEXCHE- 
QUEE  (Lord  Eandolph  Churchill) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  In  answer  to  the  hoa. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  I  may  say  that  my 
own  opinion  is  distinctly  this — that  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  as  the  Ee- 
presentative  of  the  Government,  has 
given  the  fullest  explanation — ^the  fullest 
statement  of  this  case — that  it  is  in  the 
power  of  the  Government  to  give.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gendeman  has 
answered  all  the  questions  put  to  him 
in  the  clearest  manner.  [  *  *  No !  "  ]  That 
is  my  opinion.  I  was  asked  for  my 
opinion,  and  my  opinion  is,  further,  that 
no  Member  of  the  Government  would  be 
justified  in  occupying  the  time  of  the 
Committee  further  in  continuing  the 
discussion. 

Mb.  E.  EOBEETSON  (Dundee) :  One 
point  has  been  raised  which  I  do  not 
completely  understand.  I  wish  to  know 
whether,  since  this  trial  took  place,  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  has  exa- 
mined the  evidence  upon  which  the 
magistrates  acted ;  and,  if  he  has  done 
so,  whether  he  approves  of  their  action  in 
the  matter  ?  As  I  understand  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  all  he 
knows  about  the  case  as  yet  he  gathered 
from  the  preliminary  ex  parte  informa- 
tion that  was  laid  before  him,  and  that 
it  was  upon  the  presumption  that  this 
evidence  was  true  that  he  acted.  What 
this  Committee  is  asked  to  consider  is 
the  action  of  the  magistrates  on  the  evi- 
dence which  was  placed  before  them. 
As  I  understand,  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  defends  that  action  ;  but  he 
has  not  yet  stated  to  the  Committee,  in 
spite  of  anything  the  noble  Lord  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  may  say, 
whether  he  has  seen  the  evidence  upon 
which  the  magistrates  acted,  and  wiie- 
ther,  having  seen  it,  he  approves  of  what 
they  have  done.  Let  me  say,  however, 
that  upon  the  statements  made  on  the  one 
aide  and  on  the  other  it  is  obvious  that 
the  magifltrates  have  oome  to  an  inex- 
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plicable  conclusion.  If,  as  hon.  Gentle-* 
men  below  the  Gangway  say  they  be- 
lieve, there  was  nothing  in  the  case,  why 
did  the  magistrates  compel  Father  Fahj 
to  give  security  to  be  of  good  behaviour 
for  six  months  ?  That  I  cannot  quite 
understand.  If,  as  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  says,  the  magistrates 
believe  the  evidence  laid  before  them,  it 
is  inexplicable  to  me  how,  with  such  a 
charge  laid  before  them,  they,  being 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  charge, 
could  have  satis6ed  themselves  with  such 
a  meagre  and  unsatisfactory  decision  as, 
upon  his  theory,  they  have  arrived  at. 
I  think  the  Committee  has  not  been  put 
in  possession  of  sufficient  informatiou 
from  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
upon  this  point. 

Mr.  SHEEHY  (Galway,  S.) :  In  con- 
sequence of  the  very  unsatisfactory 
answer  we  have  received  from  the  Go- 
vernment I  feel  it  my  duty  to  move  the 
reduction  of  this  Vote  by  £7,000,  the 
amount  of  the  salaries  of  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  and  his  subordi* 
nates.  We  have  heard  from  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that  the 
first  duty  of  the  Government  is  to  assert 
the  law.  The  Government  have  always 
claimed  that  they  will  have  the  law 
carried  out  so  as  to  bring  peace  and  con- 
tentment to  the  people ;  but  the  assertion 
of  the  law  in  this  case  does  not  tend  to 
produce  peace,  but  to  produce  excite- 
ment. In  this  case  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  not  merely  receives 
the  information  sent  to  him,  as  it  is  sent 
in  other  cases,  by  his  subordinates,  but 
he  sends  down  before  the  trial  special  in- 
structions. He  sends  special  instructions 
before  the  trial  that  these  poor  men 
who  had  been  arrested  should  not  be 
admitted  to  bail,  but  that  they  should  be 
sent  to  prison.  He  now  tells  us  that 
they  can,  if  they  choose,  ffo  before  one 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Queeus  Bench.  If 
they  are  able  to  make  a  case  before  the 
Queen's  Bench,  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  promises  to  look 
further  into  the  matter  with  a  view  to 
ordering  the  acceptance  of  bail.  Well, 
now,  here  he  has  all  the  facts  already  iu 
his  possession  ;  he  knows  exactly  what 
the  case  is;  but  what  does  he  invite 
these  poor  people  to  do?  They  are 
mostly  people  holding  small  plots  of 
land,  and  he  invites  them  to  go  to  Dublut 
to  an  expensive  Law  Court  to  assert  thai 
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tbej  have  a  right  to  bail.  I  contend 
that  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman knows  right  well  that  they 
have  a  right  to  bail ;  but  it  will  not 
suit  the  policy  of  vengeance  that  he  is 
carrying  out  to  do  them  justice.  The 
moment  these  people  were  convicted, 
they  were  conveyed  from  the  Court  as 
ordinary  prisoners — they  were  hand- 
cuffed in  pairs,  and  carried  from  Lough- 
rea  to  Gal  way.  It  is  said  that  this  is 
not  a  policy  of  vengeance ;  that  this  is 
merely  an  assertion  of  the  law ;  that  this 
is  not  exasperating  the  people ;  that  this 
is  not  creating  excitement.  Now,  Sir,  I 
stated,  in  opening  this  discussion,  that 
if  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
would  consider  my  proposition  I  thought 
Father  Fahy  would  put  his  own  feelings 
aside,  and  that  he  would  probably,  with 
a  view  of  restoring  peace  to  the  district, 
give  way  if  the  other  prisoners  were  ad- 
mitted to  bail.  I  may  say  I  am  not 
authorized  to  make  this  statement*  I 
do  not  know  whether  Father  Fahy  would 
do  as  I  say ;  but  I  think  it  is  quite  pos- 
sible he  would  have  done  so  had  my 
B^gestion  been  accepted.  But  now,  in 
consequence  of  the  reply  we  have  re- 
ceived this  evening,  I  think  he  would 
certainly  be  degrading  himself  if  he 
gave  any  such  undertaking.  I  hope  he 
will  not ;  and  I  believe  that  before  six 
months  are  over  Dublin  Castle  will  see 
better  than  continue  to  retain  this  reve- 
rend gentleman  in  gaol.  I  understand 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
to  say  that  the  Crown  has  no  authority 
to  intervene  in  verdicts  by  the  inferior 
Courts,  but  that  it  is  open  for  the  gentle- 
man himself  either  to  give  bail  or  to 
remain  in  gaol.  I  can  give  the  right 
hon  and  learned  Gentleman  an  instance 
where  a  gentleman  was  committed  to 
gaol,  having  refused  to  give  bail  under 
a  similar  Act.  He  was  committed  to 
gaol  for  six  months.  He  appealed  to  the 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench  to  be  admitted 
to  bail.  Judge  Lawson  refused,  and 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  time — I 
think  it  was  Earl  Cowper — four  weeks 
afterwards,  on  his  own  motion,  without 
any  other  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the 
prisoner,  released  the  gentleman,  be- 
cause he  found  it  would  be  better  that 
he  should  be  at  liberty ;  that  it  was  better 
for  the  peace  of  the  district  and  the 
country  that  he  should  be  out  of  gaol. 
I  say  it  would  be  better  for  the  peace  of 
the  district  of  Woodford  that  the  Bev. 


Father  Fahy  should  be  unconditionally 
released,  and  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
manner  in  which  our  statements  have 
been  met,  I  am  bound  to  press  the 
Amendment  I  have  moved  to  a  division. 
The  statement  has  been  made  over  and 
over  again — I  made  it  at  the  beginning 
of  the  discussion,  and  it  has  been  re- 
peated since — that  Mr.  Blake  acted  in  a 
dual  capacity — namely,  that  of  solicitor 
for  Mr.  Lewis  and  solicitor  for  the 
Crown.  That  has  been  denied.  I  assert 
not  merely  that  he  has  been  for  years 
Mr.  Lewis's  agent  in  carrying  out  evic- 
tions, but  that  he  has  been  the  main 
instrument  in  torturing  Mr.  Lewis's 
tenantry,  and  that  this  is  not  the  first 
time,  as  I  should  have  proved  if  I  had 
had  the  opportunity  of  making  my 
statement  this  evening,  that  this  man 
has  incessantly  tyrannized  over  the 
people  in  South  Galway.  I  beg.  Sir,  to 
move  that  the  Vote  be  reduced  by 
£7,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

*'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £22,041,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  of  Criminal  Pro- 
secutions and  other  Iiaw  Charges  in  Ireland, 
including  certain  Allowances  under  the  Act  16 
and  16  Vic.  c.  83."— (Jfr.  Sheehy,) 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
It  may  not  be  worth  the  while  of  the 
noble  Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer (Lord  Bandolph  Churchill)  or  any 
Member  of  the  Government  to  refer  at 
further  length  to  this  question ;  but  it 
is  worth  our  while.  This  is  a  test  case, 
because  it  marks  a  certain  line  of  policy 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
pursue  in  Ireland  during  the  next  six 
months.  They  have  got  a  clergyman  in 
gaol — we  do  not  know  how  many  more 
clergymen  they  may  have  in  gaol  before 
Parliament  meets  again— and  we  do  not 
know  whether  they  will  even  stop  there, 
or  whether  they  will  not  go  on  and  pro- 
ceed against  the  Bepresentatives  of  the 
people.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  has  said  that  the  Statute  of 
Edward  III.  has  been  used  every  day 
in  England  against  criminals;  but  I 
would  like  to  know  how  often  it  is  used 
against  parsons  of  the  Established 
Church,  or  I  should  like  to  know  how 
often  it  is  used  against  Dissenting 
clergymen  or  olergymen  of  any  d^omi- 
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nation  ?  The  Statute  of  Edward  III.,  as 
everyone  knows,  is  a  Statute  directed 
against  rogues  and  vagabonds;  and 
clergymen,  even  in  England,  do  not 
come  under  that  denomination.  There 
is  a  further  point  in  connection  with 
this  question.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Fahy  is  a 
man  well  known  in  the  South  of  Gal- 
way  ;  he  is  well  known  as  a  man  who 
has  always  been  striving  for  peace  and 
good  order ;  as  a  man  who  has  always 
endeavoured  to  stay  the  proceedings  of 
landlords,  and  who  has  always  en- 
deavoured to  induce  the  tenants  to  come 
to  terms  with  the  landlord  party  where- 
ever  possible.  He  has  done  so  recently 
in  a  most  successful  manner  in  other 
cases.  He  approached  Mr.  Lewis  to 
accomplish  the  same  object,  and  Mr. 
Lewis  took  occasion  to  pick  a  quarrel 
with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fahy,  and  imme- 
diately that  quarrel  was  picked  rushed 
into  the  police  station  and  swore  an 
information  against  the  Eev.  Mr.  Fahy 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  him  bound 
over  to  keep  the  peace.  The  main  point 
on  which  this  information  was  based 
was  that  the  Eev.  Mr.  Fahy  had  stated 
that  Mr.  Lewis's  house  might  be  blown 
up  by  dynamite.  Well,  I  believe  his 
house  was  blown  up  by  dynamite ;  but 
for  a  gentleman  who  occupies  a  bad 
house  it  is  an  extremely  paying  pro- 
ceeding to  blow  it  up  with  dynamite. 
We  had  a  case  in  the  county  of  Kerry, 
not  long  ago,  in  which  Mr.  Samuel 
Hussey  blew  up  his  own  house  and 
came  down  on  the  county  and  got 
£1,500  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  it — 
it  was  as  good  as  putting  £1,500  into 
Mr.  Hussey's  pocket. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  hon.  Gentleman  is  travelling  very 
wide  of  the  point  before  the  Committee. 

Mb.  M.  J.  KENNY :  And  this  gen- 
tleman,  Mr.  Lewis,  came  forward  to 
claim  compensation  for  the  injury  done 
to  his  own  house. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  Even  that  is  not 
pertinent  to  the  Amendment  before  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY:  Oh,  I  will  not 
proceed  further  with  the  exploits  of  Mr. 
Lewis  in  regard  to  the  blowing  up  of 
his  own  house ;  but  I  will  say  that  every 
person  is  aware  that  the  Bev.  Mr.  Fahy 
has  been  during  his  whole  life,  during 
the  whole  period  of  his  ministry,  the 
agent  of  peace  and  good  order  in  the 
South  of  Galway,  and  this  gentleman 
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who  swore  an  information  against  the 
Eev.  Mr.  Fahy,  could  not  get  even  the 
Eesident  Magistrate  of  the  district  to 
lend  anything  like  a  favourable  ooun- 
tenance  to  the  charge  Mr.  Lewis  brought 
against  him.  During  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings in  Court,  Colonel  Wanng, 
who  is  the  Eesident  Magistrate,  kept 
pressing  on  this  gentleman,  Mr.  Lewis, 
to  come  to  terms  with  the  Eev.  Mr. 
Fahy  and  go  out  of  Court  and  shake 
hands  and  become  friends,  because  the 
charges  on  which  the  proceedings  were 
based  were  of  such  a  frivolous  nature  as 
not  to  deserve  the  attention  of  a  Oonrt 
of  Justice.  C'olonel  Waring,  the  Eesi- 
dent Magistrate,  went  further,  and  said 
if  he  had  been  in  the  position  of  Mr. 
Lewis  he  would  never  have  dreamt  of 
instituting  such  proceedings.  When 
we  find  a  Eesident  Magistrate  using 
language  of  that  kind,  using  suoh  lan- 
guage in  a  public  Court,  you  may 
depend  upon  it  the  charge  brought 
against  the  Eev.  Mr.  Fahy  must  have 
been  of  a  trivial  nature.  There  is  a 
further  point.  The  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  directed  the  Crown  Prose- 
cutor of  the  county  of  Galway  to  refuse 
bail ;  but,  in  the  first  place,  the  Grown 
Prosecutor  for  the  county  of  Galway 
had,  on  his  own  authority,  decided  to 
refuse  bail,  and  when  questioned  in 
Court  on  this  point  he  stated  in  expla- 
nation he  refused  bail  previously  on  his 
own  authority ;  but  now  he  was  happy 
to  be  supported  in  his  proceedings  by 
the  recommendation  and  advice  of  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland.  Well, 
Sir,  we  know  very  well  that  if  there  was 
a  serious  charge,  that  if  the  charge 
against  the  Eev.  Mr.  Fahy  was  of  a 
serious  nature,  the  Government  would 
not  stop  at  that,  the  local  magistrates 
would  not  be  allowed  to  stop  at  binding 
the  rev.  gentleman  over  to  keep  the 
peace.  The  local  magistrates — imo  I 
believe,  in  the  main,  have  acted  upon  the 
request  of  the  Crown  Prosecutor — ^if  the 
charge  against  the  Eev.  Mr.  Fahy  was 
a  genuine  charge  and  not  a  malicious 
one,  would,  you  may  be  perfectly  cer- 
tain, have  returned  the  Eev.  Mr.  Fahy 
for  trial  at  the  next  Assizes.  Well,  Sir, 
things  would  have  been  quite  different 
if  they  had  taken  that  turn.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  rev.  gentleman  himself 
would  have  objected  to  be  returned  for 
trial  at  the  Winter  Assizes,  for  then,  at 
least,  he  would  have  had  an  opportuailj 
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of  being  defended  properly  by  counsel, 
and  tried  by  a  fair  jury  of  Sligo  jury- 
men, though  they  might  be  special  jury- 
men. But  the  whole  proceedings  of  the 
Government  point  to  one  conclusion — 
that  there  is  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  strike  terror  into  the 
people  of  Conn  aught,  to  endeavour  to 
bully  them  in  the  interest  of  the  land- 
lords into  paying  rents  they  cannot 
pay.  That  is  the  kernel  of  the  whole 
question,  and  these  law  proceedings  are 
for  the  purpose  of  intimidating  these 
men.  A  local  leader  like  the  Hev.  Mr. 
Fahy  is  pitched  upon  because  he  has 
always  done  his  duty  by  the  people,  and 
the  Government  take  the  first  oppor- 
tunity of  hurrying  this  man  ofiP  to  gaol 
for  six  months  in  lieu  of  humiliating 
himself  to  the  extent  of  giving  surety  to 
be  of  good  behaviour,  as  if  any  clergy- 
man would  consent  to  so  humiliating 
a  process,  conscious  of  his  own  inno- 
cence and  uprightness,  conscious  of  the 
honour  and  propriety  of  his  own  cha- 
racter, as  to  enter  into  a  bond  in  a  Court 
of  Law  to  be  of  good  behaviour  for  six 
months  towards  a  gentleman  like  Mr. 
Lewis,  who  is  well  known  to  be  a  rowdy 
and  a  bully.  To  ask  a  peaceful  and 
upright  man  like  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fahy  to 
enter  into  his  recognizances  to  be  of 
good  behaviour  towards  this  man  is  not 
justice,  but  a  travesty  of  justice.  I  may 
say  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Galway 
(Mr.  Sheehy)  has  put  his  case  very 
moderately,  and  I  shall  have  extreme 
pleasure  in  supporting  him  if  he  presses 
his  Amendment  to  a  division. 

Mr.  HARRIS  (Galway,  E.):  I  was 
in  hopes  that  this  discussion  would 
come  to  a  conclusion  very  soon.  I 
thought  after  the  considerate,  the  mode- 
rate, and  very  able  manner  in  which 
the  case  was  put  by  my  hon.  Friends  on 
these  Benches,  that  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral and  the  Government  would  consent 
to  grant  the  very  moderate  request  that 
was  made  to  them  ;  but  I  find  I  was  mis- 
taken. Complaints  have  been  made  as 
to  occupying  the  time  of  this  Committee. 
I  must  say  for  myself  that  during  the 
debate  which  has  occurred  I  have 
limited  my  observations  to  the  narrowest 
space.  It  so  happens  that  I  am  very 
well  acquainted  with  most  of  the  parties 
concerned  in  these  evictions.  I  know  a 
great  deal  about  Mr.  Lewis — and  I  do 
not  want  to  say  anything  disparaging 
about  any  man  in  this  House,  because 


assertions  of  the  sort  are  open  to  ques- 
tion, and  people  are  often  prompted  by 
their  prejudices  to  use  language  they 
might  not  be  able  to  substantiate— he 
is  a  small  landlord,  and  both  himself 
and  his  mother  have  lived  together  and 
have  been  a  great  trouble  to  that  part 
of  the  country.  As  regards  the  tenants 
against  whom  actions  have  been  taken 
on  the  Clanricarde  estate 

The  chairman  :  Order,  order !  I 
have  several  times  stated  that  it  is  not 
pertinent  to  the  Vote  before  the  Com- 
mittee to  enter  into  all  the  relations  be- 
tween landlord  and  tenant.  The  Ques- 
tion before  the  Committee  is  not  the 
action  of  the  Government  in  respect  to 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Fahy. 

Mr.  HARRIS:  The  action  of  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  Sir,  comes 
within  the  Question.  In  one  case  the 
rent  was  £25,  and  the  law  costs  were 
laid  down  at  £18.  In  the  case  of 
Patrick  Conway,  whose  rent  is  £36,  the 
costs  were  made  out  at  £17  10«.  In  the 
case  of  James 

The  chairman  :  That  is  not  rele- 
vant  to  the  question  of  criminal  prose- 
cutions. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present ;  Committee  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

Mr.  HARRIS :  Mr.  Courtney,  I  main- 
tain that,  of  my  own  knowledge,  Mr. 
Blake  is  connected  with  nearly  idl  the 
landlords  in  the  county  of  Galway.  He 
belong^s  to  one  of  the  old  families,  and 
he  is  land  agent  for  several  landlords. 
]  And  if  we  consider  that  the  law  is,  as  I 
may  say,  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
magistracy  of  the  county  and  the  law 
officers  of  the  county,  and  that  a  close 
relationship  such  as  I  have  described 
exists  between  them,  it  is  very  hard  upon 
the  poor  people  of  the  district  to  contend 
against  the  forces  brought  against  them. 
From  what  I  have  read  of  the  proceed- 
ings at  the  trial,  it  does  not  surprise  me 
to  know  that  Mr.  Blake  acted  in  a  very 
partial  and  one-sided  manner.  He  in- 
sisted upon  Father  Fahy  giving  bail.  It 
is  not  only  Father  Fahy,  but  the  poor 
people  arrested  in  Woodford  and  brought 
before  the  magistrates,  who  have  been 
treated  in  a  most  cruel  manner.  I  am 
sorry  that  the  Government  do  not  seem 
to  realize  the  full  importance  of  this 
matter,  for  one  of  the  main  causes  of 
crime  in  county  Galway,  and  I  believe 
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in  other  counties,  is  the  want  of  confidence 
in  the  administration  of  the  law.  Our 
people  are  very  shrewd,  and  if  the  law 
were  to  be  administered  in  a  fair  and 
just  manner  I  have  no  doubt  that  a 
better  relationship  would  exist  between 
the  Government  and  the  people,  and  that 
very  many  crimes  that  have  been  com- 
mitted in  the  county  of  Galway  would 
never  have  been  committed.  But,  how- 
ever, when  the  people  cease  to  have 
confidence  in  the  law,  when  they  see 
the  magistracy,  the  Crown  Prosecutors, 
the  County  Court  Judges,  and  officers  in 
every  department  of  the  law  arranged 
against  them;  when  they  see  that  the 
law  is  not  a  protecting  power,  or  a  power 
which  will  do  justice  between  man  and 
man,  especially  between  the  rich  and  the 
poor,  but  is  entirely  on  the  side  of  the 
rich,  which  I  am  eorry  to  say  it  is  in  the 
county  of  Galway,  it  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at  that  the  people  resort  to  ex- 
treme measures.  The  admiuistration  of 
the  law  is  a  very  important  matter.  In 
the  county  of  Galway,  some  few  years 
ago,  there  was  a  fair  amount  of  confi- 
dence in  the  law;  but  gradually  con- 
tentions arose  between  landlord  and 
tenant.  Things  have  gone  from  bad  to 
worse,  and  now, 'J  might  say,  the  people 
are  arrayed  on  one  side  and  the  law 
and  the  landlordocracy  on  the  other.  I 
would  be  glad  indeed  if  the  Government 
could  see  its  way  to  alter  this  state  of 
things ;  and  I  do  not  know  anything 
which  would  tend  to  this  end  better 
than  the  release  of  Father  Fahy.  I  also 
think  that  if  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  and  the  other  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crown  could  see  their  way  to  allow 
the  poor  people  of  Woodford  who  are 
now  in  prison  to  be  liberated,  a  better 
state  of  things  would  arise  in  that  part 
of  the  country,  and  we  might  have  a 
chance  of  living  in  a  peaceable  and 
orderly  manner. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  The 
policy  of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown, 
partly  owing  to  the  work  they  do  in  the 
Law  Courts  and  partly  to  their  work  in 
Parliament,  is  one  open  to  a  good  deal  of 
question,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
are  paid  is  very  extraordinary.  I  see  that 
the  right hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  receives 
£1,200  a-year  in  lieu  of  patent  fees. 
There  are  no  patent  fees  taken  out  in 
Ireland ;  but  still  this  payment  of  £  1 ,200 
continues.    However,  up  to  this  evening 

Jfr.  Barrie 


1  always  considered  that  the  advantagt 
of  having  two  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 
for  Ireland  was  that  we  should  be  aUe  to 
obtain  the  best  possible  information  upon 
legal  questions.  To  my  astonishment 
I  have  been  refused  that  information ; 
failing  to  get  it  from  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crown  I  appealed  to  the  responsible 
Leader  of  the  House  (Lord  Banddlph 
Churchill).  I  have  asked  under  what 
branch  of  the  law  a  clergyman  in  the 
county  of  Galway  has  been  imprisoned, 
and  I  have  been  met  with  a  cool  refusal 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
refuses  to  give  me  the  information  in 
the  first  instance,  and  he  is  backed  up 
in  his  obduracy  b}'  the  Leader  of  the 
House.  The  conduct  of  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  in  the  House  to- 
night has  been  very  extraordinary.  I  put 
it  down  to  mere  caprice,  rather  than 
ignorance  of  the  law.  I  trust  that  the 
Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  means  to 
speak  upon  this  subject;  if  he  is  not 
acquainted  with  the  subtleties  of  Irish 
law,  I  am  sure  the  English  Law  Officers, 
who  are  sitting  by  his  side  at  this  mo- 
ment, will  be  able  to  advise  him.  It  is 
very  important  to  know  whether  it  it 
under  the  ordinary  Common  Law,  or 
whether  it  is  under  the  Statute  of 
Edward  III.,  that  Father  Fahj  is  at  the 
present  moment  in  gaol  ?  I  press  that 
point.  We  know  perfectly  well  that 
we  cannot  force  an  opinion  from  a  Hi* 
nister  of  the  Crown  upon  any  point.  I 
am  very  glad  that  the  Attorney  Genersl 
for  Ireland  has  now  returned  to  the 
House,  because,  perhaps,  the  Solicitor 
General  for  Ireland  might  not  have 
liked  to  give  an  opinion  in  the  absence 
of  his  senior  Colleague,  which  senior 
Colleague  has  refused  information.  The 
contention  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  that  he  will  save 
time  by  making  a  totally  new  departure 
is  one  I  cannot  understand.  I  believe 
it  is  a  well-established  precedent  that 
we  may  not  ask  information  of  any  Mi- 
nister with  the  exception  of  the  Law 
Officers,  and  the  information  we  ask 
from  them  must  be  upon  a  legal  point. 
I  am  not  certain  whether  it  is  under  the 
Common  Law,  or  under  tho  Statute  of 
Edward  III.,  tliat  Father  Fahy  is  im- 
prisoned. I  have  asked  the  questinn 
several  times.  I  have  appealed  to  the 
Leader  of  the  House,  and  have  got  no 
satisfaction  from  him.  I  do  not  re- 
member, during  the  five  Parliaments  I 
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have  sat  in  the  House,  that  a  Committee 
has  ever  been  similarly  treated,  and  I 
think  I  am  justified  in  moving  to  report 
Progress.  I,  therefore,  beg  to  move, 
Mr.  Courtney,  that  you  do  report  Pro- 
gress ;  but  I  state  at  the  outset  that  the 
Motion  will  be  withdrawn  if  the  At- 
torney General  will  only  give  us  a  satis- 
factory answer  to  our  question. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed » 
*'  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress* 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again." — {Colonel 
Nolan.) 

Sib  JOSEPH  M'KENNA  (Mona- 
ghan,  S.) :  Before  you  put  the  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Courtney,  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  par- 
ticularly whether  the  proceedings  against 
Father  Fahy  have  been  taken  under  34 
Edward  III.  c.  1.,  or  not  ?  If  they  have 
not  been  taken  under  this  Statute,  then 
tinder  what  Statute  have  they  been 
taken  ?  I  trust  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  will  find  it  within 
his  competency  to  give  an  answer  to  my 
question. 

Mr.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.) :  I  think 
it  is  but  reasonable,  Mr.  Courtney, 
when  we  have  two  Law  OflB.cers  of  the 
Crown  in  this  House,  that  we  should 
receive  specific  and  definite  answers  to 
questions  repeatedly  put  by  us.  My 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  (Colonel  Nolan) 
has  put  his  question  in  the  most  respect- 
ful manner,  and  yet  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crown  sit  silent  on  the  Benches  op- 
posite, and  refuse  to  give  him  an  an- 
swer. I  think  it  is  but  fair  and  reason- 
able that  we  should  ascertain  from  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  or  from 
some  other  Member  of  the  Government, 
under  what  Statute  Father  Fahy  has 
been  committed  to  gaol ;  and  I  respect- 
fully press  upon  the  Government,  and 
particularly  upon  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  who  knows  quite 
well  under  what  Statute  Father  Fahy 
has  been  committed  to  gaol,  to  give 
us  a  respectful  reply  to  a  question  put 
frequently  in  the  most  respectful 
manner. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  The  only  reason  why  I  have 
not  risen  again  is  that  I  have  given  the 
only  reply  I  can  give,  not  merely  once, 
but  twice,  and  that  is  this — that  the 
facts  proved  before  the  magistrates 
justified  them  in  putting  the  rev.  gen- 


tleman under  a  rule  of  bail.  I  have  not 
got  the  evidence  before  me ;  and,  there- 
fore, I  do  not  know  all  the  facts.  Of 
course,  it  is  perfectly  open  to  any  hon. 
Member  to  refer  to  the  record  of  the 
charge,  in  order  to  ascertain  under  the 
provisions  of  what  Statute  the  charge 
against  Father  Fahy  has  been  brought. 
It  is  impossible  I  should  know  all  about 
the  case. 

Mr.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.) :  Then, 
will  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man ascertain  the  facts  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN :  The  present  dis- 
cussion is  not  relevant  to  the  Motion  to 
report  Progress. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Galway,  N.) :  Mr. 
Courtney,  I  have  got  an  answer  from 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland.  Of 
course,  it  is  not  a  very  satisfactory  one  ; 
but  it  seems  to  be  the  best  it  is  in  his 

?ower  to  give  on  the  present  occasion, 
am  convinced  that  it  would  have  saved 
a  g^eat  deal  of  time  and  bad  temper  if 
he  had  told  all  this  before.  I  trust  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  will 
make  it  his  business  to  ascertain  under 
what  Statute  the  charge  has  been 
brought,  and  that  he  will  communicate 
the  information  to  us  as  soon  as  he  re- 
ceives it.  Having  received  the  intima- 
tion from  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  that  ne  does  not  know  the 
whole  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
and  that  he  has  told  us  everything  it 
is  in  his  power  to  tell  us,  I  beg  to 
withdraw  tne  Motion  to  report  Pro- 
gress. 

Motion,  by  leave,  toithdrawn. 

Question  again  proposed, 

<*That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £22,041,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majetty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  daring  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  of  Criminal 
Prosecutions  and  other  Law  Charges  in  Ireland, 
including  certain  Allowances  under  the  Act  15 
and  16  Vic.  o.  83."— (Jfr.  Sheehy.) 

Mr.  H.  CAMPBELL  (Fermanagh, 
S.) :  I  think  that  the  conduct  of  the 
Government,  or  of  the  Law  Advisers  of  ^ 
the  Government,  in  refusing  to  accept 
bail  in  this  case  is  very  disgraceful,  and 
such  as  no  Member  on  these  Benches 
can  help  rising  to  express  his  indigna- 
tion at.  We  had  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman's  subordinate  in  the 
county  of  Galway  coolly  rising  in  Court 
and  advising  the  magistrates  to  refuse 
bail,  telling  them  that  he  was  confident 
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that  to-morrow  it  would  be  found  that 
his  action  was  supported  by  the  Law 
0£Q.cers  of  the  Crown.  The  action  of 
the  Crown  Solicitor  in  Gal  way  shows 
Tery  plainly  the  magnificent  system  of 
wire-pulling  which  exists  in  Ireland  in 
the  interest  of  the  landlord  class  as 
against  the  tenantry  or  poorer  class. 
As  I  have  said,  the  Crown  Solicitor  an- 
nounced in  Court  that  on  the  following 
day  he  would  be  able  to  prove  that  the 
action  he  recommended  the  magistrates 
to  take  would  be  justified  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government.  What  happened 
in  Galway  is  simply  a  repetition  of  what 
happens  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  Ireland.  In  all  the  Irish 
counties  the  Government  have  chosen 
for  their  Crown  Solicitors  little  paltry 
lawyers;  men  whom  they  are  certain, 
when  the  necessity  arises,  will  take  the 
part  of  the  landlord  class  against  that 
of  the  humbler  classes  in  Ireland.  It  is 
scandalous  and  monstrous  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  back  up  their  Crown 
Solicitor  in  the  county  of  Galway  in  re- 
fusing to  give  bail  in  the  case  of  a  scamp 
of  a  man  like  Mr.  Lewis.  [*'  Order, 
order!"]  I  do  not  mean  the  term  in 
any  way  offensively,  Mr.  Courtney,  to 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General.  It  is  well  known 
that  this  Mr.  Lewis  is  a  man,  like  most 
of  his  class  in  Ireland,  without  cha- 
racter. He  does  not  possess  anything 
which  goes  to  make  up  what  is  gene- 
rally comprised  in  the  word  man.  It  is 
more  than  probable  that  he  spent  his 
last  half-crown  in  buying  a  few  pounds 
of  powder  or  a  few  pounds  of  dyna- 
mite. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order,  order! 
The  hon.  Member  must  confine  his  ob- 
servations to  the  Question  under  discus- 
sion, which  I  have  frequented  indicated 
to  the  Committee. 

Mr.  H.  CAMPBELL:  I  was  just 
^oing  to  say  that  the  conduct  of  the 
Government  in  refusing  bail  in  the  case 
of  this  clergyman,  as  against  a  gentle- 
man of  the  character  and  position  of 
Mr.  Lewis,  is  such  as  no  one  can 
justify. 

Mr.  HOLMES :  There  has  been  no 
refusal  of  bail. 

Mk.  H.  CAMPBELL :  At  any  rate, 
whether  the  Government  refused  to 
accept  bail  or  not  does  not  much  matter. 
In  this  case  the  Eev.  Father  Fahy  has 
acted  as  any  Irishman,  considering  him- 

Mr.  E.  Campbell 


self  an  Irishman,  would  act.  He  has 
elected  to  go  to  gaol  sooner  than  aooept 
the  ignominious  position  into  whioh. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  would  like 
to  force  him.  The  other  prisoners  act- 
ing by  his  side  have  done  likewise,  and 
I  nave  no  two  opinions  as  to  whioh  of 
the  two— the  Government  or  the  tot. 
gentleman  and  his  fellow- prisonerSy 
when  they  return  from  gaol — will  stand 
the  higher  in  the  estimation  of  the 
people  of  the  locality.  Do  the  Gt>vem- 
ment  think  that  by  their  present  action 
in  Galway  they  are  smoothing  the  way  for 
a  peaceful  or  a  quiet  time  in  Ireland 
during  the  coming  winter  ?  Why,  Sir, 
they  are  simply  driving  in  the  thin  edge 
of  the  wedge,  which  will  eventually  split 
themselves.  This  is  not  the  way  in 
which  a  Government  who  desired  to 
make  matters  go  along  smoothly  between 
landlord  and  tenant  in  the  different 
counties  of  Ireland  during  the  coming 
winter  should  proceed.  The  arrest  and 
casting  into  gaol  of  a  clergyman  of  the 
persuasion  to  which  by  far  the  greater 
majority  of  the  Irish  people  belong  is 
certainly  not  the  way  by  which  you  will 
firmly  establish  law  and  order  in  Ire- 
land. I  can  only  say  what  I,  as  a  Be- 
presentative  of  the  people  of  Ireland, 
consider  it  my  duty  to  say — that  the  action 
of  the  Government  in  this  matter  will 
rebound  upon  them,  and  that  they  wiU 
create,  by  the  big  structure  which  thev 
are  raising  in  Galway,  a  difficulty  which 
will  overwhelm  them  before  many 
months  g^  by. 

Mr.  E.  HAERINGTON  (Kerry, 
W.) :  Mr.  Courtney,  although  I  was  not 
present  here  during  the  earlier  part  of 
the  evening,  matters  of  this  kind  iire 
nothing  new  to  me.  I  have  had,  I 
should  think,  as  varied  an  experience  at 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  him- 
self in  the  matter  of  Crown  proeeou- 
tions.  My  impression  is  that  there  is 
not  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  in  any 
country  pretending  to  the  slightest 
semblance  of  civilization,  such  a  system 
of  misgovernment  in  this  matter  as 
there  is  in  Ireland.  Protest  after  pro- 
test has  been  made  against  the  manner 
in  which  the  law  is  administered,  or 
rather  mal-administered,  in  Ireland. 
And  I  am  sure  that  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  and  every  conscien* 
tious  Member  of  the  Government^ 
feels  in  his  heart  a  repugnance  eizoited 
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by  the  state  of  things  which  has  been 
presented  to  this  Committee  this  even- 
ing. The  Hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  South  Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell), 
whom  I  see  sitting  below  the  Bar  at  this 
moment,  stated  this  evening  that  we 
want  one  law  for  the  priest  and  one  law 
for  the  peasant  in  Ireland.  8ir,  that  is 
not  the  fact.  We  do  not  want  one  law 
for  the  priest  and  one  for  the  peasant ; 
but  we  do  want  one  for  the  landlord, 
priest,  and  peasant  alike.  This  is  our 
position ;  we  want  that  equal  law  shall 
be  dealt  out  to  priest  and  peasant  and 
landlord,  to  squire  and  labourer,  in  Ire- 
land. [^Ironical  cheeks.']  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell)  cheers.  I 
f  do  not  doubt  the  sincerity  of  the  hon. 
Member ;  in  fact,  my  complaint  against 
him  is  that  he  is  more  biased  by  pre- 
judice than  by  any  disposition  to  act 
unfairly.  I  must  say  I  have  not  had 
much  experience  of  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
but  that  the  experience  I  have  had  of 
him  is  that  in  cases  in  which  he  has  in- 
terfered he  has  acted  with  a  chivalry 
which  does  him  credit  and  a  generosity 
which  might  not  be  expected  from  him. 
It  is  said  of  us  that  we  are  incessantly 
talking  ;  our  complaint  is  that  you  are 
incessantly  silent.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  was  asked  a  plain  ques- 
tion on  a  matter  of  fact.  ['*  Oh,  oh !  "] 
It  was  a  matter  of  fact,  and  a  matter  of 
law.  It  was  a  matter  which  was  within 
his  cognizance,  and  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  it  was  quite  com- 
petent for  him  to  stand  up  in  his  place 
and  give  us  the  answer  we  desired. 
What  was  his  action  ?  What  was  his 
action,  backed  up  and  championed  by 
the  noble  Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  ?  His  action  was  to  give  us 
a  blank  refusal,  to  tell  us  that  he  would  do 
nothing.  My  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
(Colonel  Nolan)  asked  whether  it  was 
under  the  antediluvian  Statute  of  Edward 
III.,  or  under  any  modern  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, that  this  reverend  gentleman  was 
convicted.  [Tlie  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  :  I  shook  my  head.]  He 
shook  his  head,  but  we  did  not  know 
the  meanin&r  of  it ;  and  after  a  lot  of 
screwing  and  drawing  and  bull-dosing, 
just  like  drawing  a  badger,  we  found 
that  the  meaning  of  the  shake  of  the 
head  was  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
head.  The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman sat  down  there  with  an  air  that 
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would  have  done  credit  to  a  Solomon ; 
but  when  he  rose  he  was  unable  to 
state  under  what  Statute  Father  Fahy 
had  been  treated.  Now,  what  are  the 
real  facts  ?  The  facts,  I  say,  are  dis- 
graceful to  the  English  Government. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
had  to  admit  that  he  really  did  not 
know  the  whole  of  the  facts  of  the  case. 
The  ugly  complexion  which  we  bear 
before  the  British  public  is  o^ing  to 
the  fact  that  we  have  to  ring  all  the 
changes  in  our  endeavour  to  extort 
from  a  hostile,  silent,  and  unwilling 
Government  that  which  they  might  as  a 
matter  of  decorum  answer  us  readily 
and  at  once.  The  admission  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  throws  a 
lurid  li^ht  on  the  proceedings  in  Ire- 
land. The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman admits  that  he  does  not  know 
whether  it  was  under  the  Statute  of 
Edward  III.  or  under  a  modern  Statute 
that  this  prosecution  was  commenced. 

Mr.  holmes  :  I  think  I  stated  that 
there  is  no  modern  Statute  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  that  the  law  upon  which  these 
proceedings  were  based  is  put  into  daily 
force  in  England  as  well  as  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  E.  HARRINGTON :  I  am  afraid 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
has  only  got  deeper  in  the  mire.  The 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  is  a  master 
of  technicalities,  but  he  does  not  appear 
to  be  acquainted  fully  with  this  matter. 
The  alternatives  in  this  case  are  the 
Statute  of  Edward  III.  or  the  Common 
Law.  The  noble  Lord  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  has  suggested  that  we 
ask  these  questions  with  an  obstructive 
object.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is 
real  ground  for  the  questions  which  we 
have  put  to  the  Government.  Is  it  not 
a  notorious  fact  that  the  Statute  of  Ed- 
ward III.  is  aimed  against  rogues  and 
vagabonds,  and  that  under  it  a  vaga- 
bond may  be  kept  in  gaol  until  he  can 
find  security  for  his  good  behaviour?  I 
ask  is  it  as  a  vagabond  that  this  Irish 
priest  has  been  treated  ?  That  is  a  rea- 
sonable question,  and  I  maintain  that 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
has  no  right  to  shake  his  head  and  tell 
us  that  we  have  no  right  to  ask  such 
impertinent  questions.  No,  Sir ;  the 
fate  of  a  poor  Galway  priest  is  nothing 
to  us ;  we  are  to  concern  ourselves  with 
all  the  intricacies  of  the  British  Consti- 
tution. We  are  not  to  concern  our- 
selves with  what  is  done  in  Galway  to  a 
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priest  of  the  Church  to  which  the  large 
majority  of  our  people  belong.  Now, 
Sir,  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man admitted  in  this  House  to-night — 
he  will  admit  it  now  again — that  it  was 
he  who  directed  the  prosecution.  Is  it 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  when  he  did 
this  he  did  not  know  under  what  law 
the  proceedings  would  be  taken  ?  Ah, 
Sir,  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man positively  winces  under  my  state- 
ment. He  directed  the  prosecution 
against  the  Catholic  clergyman.  He  is 
paid  for  doing  so.  We,  the  Irish  people, 
are  paying  him  £7,000  a-year  for  direct- 
ing prosecutions,  while  he  does  not  know 
under  what  Statute  the  prosecutions  are 
to  take  place.  I  congratulate  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  upon  his 
peace  of  mind  in  the  matter.  This  is  a 
vital  question  for  us,  and  we  have  a 
right  to  press  the  question  which  we 
have  addressed  to  him.  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  has  also  stood 
up  in  this  House  and  has  said  that  his 
deputy  in  the  matter  had  no  connection 
with  the  landlord.  Well,  my  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Sheehy)wlio  represents  the  division 
has  asserted  in  this  House  that  the  man 
whois  in  that  part  of  the  country  to  re- 
present the  Attorney  General,  and  the 
man  who  is  there  to  represent  British  law, 
the  continuance  of  which  you  want  to 
force  on  us,  is  the  agent  for  the  land- 
lord in  question.  The  case  is  not  one 
directly  between  the  landlord  and  the 
tenants,  but  between  the  landlord  and 
the  person  who  acts  as  mediator  be- 
tween the  landlord  and  the  tenants. 
Who  is  this  mediator ;  who  stands  by 
the  poor  tenantry  and  says  a  good  word 
for  them  in  their  time  of  trouble  ;  who 
has  stood  by  them  for  generations  when 
things  looked  darker  than,  thank  God, 
they  do  now — who  but  the  priest? 
Father  Fahy  was  asked  to  walk  into  his 
prosecutor's  parlour — **Will  you  walk 
into  my  parlour  said  the  spider  to  the 
fly  ?  '*  He  walked  in ;  but  we  have  only 
one  ex  parte  version  of  what  happened 
there,  and  that  version,  according  to  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gontloman,  was 
supplied  to  him,  and  upon  that  version 
he  directed  the  prosecution,  and  in 
directing  that  prosecution  ho  did  not 
tell  his  deputy  that  which,  seeing  that 
that  deputy  was  a  landlord's  man  him- 
self, he  should  have  been  most  particular 
to  tell  him — namely,  which  way  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  matter.    Which  way  was  ho 
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to  proceed  ?  Under  the  Statute  of  Ed- 
ward III.  ?  Sir,  there  is  a  phrase,  which 
is  not  Greek,  and  which  would  he  very 
well  understood  in  Ireland  —  namely, 
**  Proceed  by  the  law  of  lauv  laudhir  " — 
that  is  to  say,  proceed  by  the  law  of  the 
strong  hand.  Not  so  long  since  I  myself 
witnessed  one  of  these  extraordinary 
scenes  which  so  frequently  take  place  in 
the  name  of  law  and  order  in  Ireland. 
I  sat  in  the  Court  House  whilst  the  case 
was  proceeding,  and  saw  the  Clerk  of 
Petty  Sessions  who  was  engaged  there, 
fill  up  all  the  committals  the  day  before 
the  case  was  concluded.  I  ask  all  those 
hon.  Members  who  are  listening  to  me, 
who  know  anything  about  the  adminis- 
stration  of  justice  in  England,  what 
would  be  thought  of  the  conduct  of  the 
officials  in  a  Court  who  knew  so  well 
what  the  decision  was  to  be  that  they 
made^out  the  committals  the  day  before 
the  case  was  concluded  ?  This  is  a  matter 
which  I  may  have  to  bring  up  again  for 
the  delectation  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  later  on  in  the  debate.  I 
saw  with  my  own  eyes  the  clerk  filling 
up  the  committals  the  day  before  the 
prosecution  had  closed  ;  and  I  fancy  that 
is  a  sample  of  the  proceedings  in  the 
case  of  Father  Fahy.  I  do  not  wonder 
that  the  noble  Jjord  opposite  (Lord  Ran- 
dolph Churchill)  is  anxious  to  remain 
silent,  and  that  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  is  anxious  to  mislead  him. 
When  the  sun  gets  into  blazing  force 
there  is  such  a  thing  as  sun-stroke. 
Well,  the  truth  is  rising  like  the  sun ; 
soon  it  will  get  into  the  meridian,  and 
we  may  expect  the  legal  arrangements 
of  Ireland  to  sufiPer  from  the  sun-stroke 
of  truth.  This  change  is  coming  quickly, 
and  I  say  to  all  fair-minded  Englishmen 
who  hear  me  that  they  will  bi-lieve  my 
words  sooner  than  they  think — they  will 
believe  that  in  Ireland  there  exists  a 
hideous  state  of  public  wrong,  a  constant 
miscarriage  of  justice,  and  that  the 
whole  system  will  soon  be  laid  bare  to 
the  light  of  day.  The  administration 
of  law  in  that  country  is  polluted  at  its 
source,  that  source  being  the  connection 
which  exists  between  the  Government 
and  the  landlord  system.  In  the  case 
of  the  committals  of  which  I  have  spoken 
—and  in  this  matter  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  cannot  plead  non- 
responsibility,  for  the  incident  occurred 
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within  the  past  two  months,  neither  can 
it  be  said  that  I  am  overstepping  the 
limits  of   your  ruling,  Mr.  Courtney — 
the  legal  farce  which  was  enacted  was 
one   of    a  kind    with   which   we    Irish 
Members  are  thoroughly  familiar.  There 
is  no  such  thing  as  even  justice  in  Ire- 
land ;  we  behold  either  a  ridiculous  and 
outrageous  farce  or  a  dreadful  tragedy 
which  affects  the  lives  of  innocent  men. 
I  have  described  a  legal  farce  I  myself 
witnessed,   the  committals  being  made 
out  long  before  the  end  of  the  case,  and 
everyone  connected  with  the  prosecutioD, 
from  the  very  policemen  up  to  the  highest 
officials  there,  knowing  what  the  decision 
was  to  be.     Application   was  made  on 
behalf  of  the  prisoners  for  bail,  and  the 
magistrates  and  all  concerned  acted  their 
parts  so  well  that  the  facts  seemed  to 
come  upon  them  by  surprise.     A  solemn 
whisper  went  round  amongst  them  ;  they 
affected  to  hold  a  consultation  for  a  mo- 
ment ;  they  looked  round  to  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Crown,  who  said — **  Oh, 
I  am  not  yet  in  a  position  to  say  what  is 
the  state  of  mind  of  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral on  this  matter."     I  could  have  told 
him   what  the  mind  of  the  right  hon. 
and   learned   Gentleman   was.     It   was 
either  represented  figuratively  by  that 
calm  repose  in  which  he  was  indulging 
just  now,  or  else  it  was  represented  by 
that  phrase  I  quoted  just  now — **  Pro- 
ceed by  the  law  of    lauv  laudhir;    go 
ahead  as  you  please."     The  magistrates 
said  they  would   be  most  anxious  and 
willing  to  give  bail,  but  as  they  did  not 
know  the  mind  of  the  Attorney  General 
on  the  matter,  they  could  not  do  it.    All 
this  was  in  face  of  the  fact  that  the  com- 
mittals had  been  made  out  before  my  own 
eyes   the  day   before.     Does   the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  not  think 
it  worth  while  to  listen  to  how  the  law 
is  administered  in  Ireland  ?     He  cannot 
stand  up  here  and  defend  the  action  of 
his  subordinates.       [**  Order,   order!"] 
An  hon.   Member  cries    ** Order!"      I 
imagine    I   am    the   apostle   of    order. 
l^Lauffhter.']     You  may  laugh.     I  myself 
have   been   the   victim   of   the  law   in 
Ireland,  and    I    would  appeal   to    the 
right   hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to 
ask  his  subordinates  what  their  opinion 
of  that  case  was.     I  say  that  I  and  my 
Friends  who  approach  in  this  way  the 
purification   of    the   law  which  creates 
disorder  in  Ireland  are  the  real  apostles 
of  peace  and  order  in  that  country,  and 


not  you  who  sit  on  those  Benches  oppo- 
site and  give  a  silent  assent  to  the  state- 
ments of   the  right  hon.   and  learned 
Gentleman,  and  give  an  occasional  un- 
parliamentary growl  at  the  representa- 
tions which  come  from  this  quarter  of 
the   House.     I   want  to   eradicate  the 
present  disorder  in  Ireland,  to  take  it  up 
by   the   roots  altogether  and  establish 
there  something  like  that  good  order 
which  ought  to  obtain  in  every  civilized 
country  in  the  world.     Are  the  magis- 
trates in  Ireland  who  sit  on  the  Bench 
and  are  responsible  for  such  a  case  as 
this  of    Father  Fahy — but  I   will  not 
pursue  that  farther,  for  I  see  by  your 
gesture.  Sir,  that  I  am  getting  out  of 
Order.     I  must  confess  that  I  have  in- 
dulged in  these  few  remarks  rather  in  the 
heat  of  the  moment  in  consequence  of 
my  recollection  of  what  I   have   seen 
take  place  in  a  Court  of  Law,  and  hon. 
Members  will,  therefore,  not  feel  sur- 
prised at  not  having  heard  from  me  any- 
thing in  the  nature  of  a  connected  essay. 
If  I  cut  my  observations  short  on  this 
matter,  it  is  not  because  I  do  not  feel  a 
great  deal,  or  because  I  have  not  plenty 
to  say  on  the  matter.   I  have  had  a  long 
experience  of  the  maladministration  of 
the  law  in  Ireland,  and,  notwithstanding 
the  magnificent  salaries  they  receive,  I 
do  not  envy  the  position  of  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  who  have  to  cham- 
pion such  gross  anomalies  and  such  a 
gross  caricature  of  law  as  exists  there. 
Bight  hon.  Gentlemen  would  be  right 
well  advised  if  they  would  take  that  sen- 
sible course  that  evidently  was  in  the 
mind  of  the  presiding  magistrate  when 
he  said — "  Let  this  matter  drop  ;  do  not 
allow  it  to  go  further."       The  Crown 
Solicitor  should  have  taken  the  case  no 
further.     But  the  Government  are  now 
responsible  for  the  action  of  their  deputy, 
who  there  and  then  interrupted  the  har- 
mony of  the  proceedings.  It  would  have 
been  better  for  the  cause  of  law  and  order 
in  the  county  of  Galway  if  that  harmony 
had  not  been  interrupted  at  that  time. 
Here  we  have  a  priest  in  gaol.     In  what 
position,  I  ask,  is  such  a  man  more  likely 
to  advance  the  public  peace— -in  gaol  or 
out -of  it  ?  There  is  naturally  a  strong  hos- 
tility to  priests  and  to  the  Church  to  which 
they  belong,  in  this  country.  [**No,no! "] 
I  say  yes.     Have  we  not  seen  it  venti- 
lated in  the  letter  which  was  addressed 
to  the  noble  Leader  of  this  House  a  few 
days  ago?    It  is  my  duty  to  speak  of 
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facts  which  I  know,  and  I  say  this,  that 
the  priests  in  Ireland  are  a  far  more 
useful  garrison,  so  far  as  the  protection 
of  the  lives  and  property  of  the  land- 
lords are  concerned,  than  any  number  of 
British  soldiers.  I  declare  that  exaspera- 
tion would  have  reached  a  much  greater 
height  than  ever  it  has  had  it  not  been 
for  the  salutary  and  useful  influence 
exerted  by  the  priests  as  peacemakers  in 
Ireland.  It  is  a  common  practice  in 
Ireland  for  us  to  warn  enthusiastic 
friends  of  the  Government  not  to  venture 
upon  a  war  against  the  priests.  We 
tell  them  that  if  they  do  they  will  come 
ill  out  of  it.  The  Government,  however, 
seem  only  too  glad  of  the  opportunity 
afforded  them  by  the  over  zeal  of  this 
clergyman  in  his  desire  to  make  peace 
between  the  members  of  his  flock  and 
the  landlords,  to  make  an  attack  upon 
the  clerical  party.  Father  Fahy,  as  has 
been  pointed  out,  desired  peace  not 
war.  He  went  to  one  of  the  landlords. 
Is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that,  his 
errand  being  one  of  peace,  he  was  seized 
with  the  desire  to  excite  to  crime  ?  Is 
it  likely  that  if  he  had  intended  to  excite 
people  to  outrage  and  crime  against 
this  man,  he  would  have  gone  into  Mr. 
Lewis's  parlour  to  tell  him  so  ?  Is  such 
a  theory  to  bo  maintained  in  the  light 
of  day  ?  If  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  knows  anything  at  all  about 
this  case,  he  is  aware  of  the  fact  that, 
when  these  two  gentlemen  met,  they 
approached  each  other  courteously,  each 
one  raising  his  hat,  and  that  they 
then  conversed  together  in  regard  to 
these  evicted  tenantry.  Tlie  question  of 
the  eviction  is  not  immediately  before 
the  Committee,  but  this  is  before  the 
Committee,  that  the  conversation  grew 
first  warm,  then  hot,  and,  I  suppose, 
eventually  got  to  a  white  heat ;  but, 
whatever  was  said  in  that  conversation, 
it  all  grow  out  of  the  circumstance  that 
the  priest  went  there  as  a  messenger  of 
peace  to  bring  about  an  amicable  ar- 
rangement between  the  landlord  and 
his  tenants.  I  will  not  indulge  in  the 
rather  natural  suggestion  which  would 
come  to  the  lips  of  most  people,  and  say 
— **  After  all,  it  serves  these  priests  right 
for  endeavouring  to  throw  their  pro- 
tection round  the  landlords.*'  But  that, 
at  any  rate,  is  the  lesson  the  Govern- 
ment seem  anxious  to  convey  to  the 
minds  of  the  priests.  That  is  the  lesson 
which  the  silence  of  the  Government 
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and  this  shielding  of  the  Law  0£Boer8  of 
the  Crown  in  Ireland  will  conyey  to  the 
minds  of  the  people,  if,  when  a  man 
trios  to  make  peace  and  it  is  found  that 
his  sympathies  are  in  favour  of  bringing 
about  an  amicable  settlement  between  the 
landlords  and  the  tenants,  he  is  thrust 
into  gaol.  The  fact  is,  the  Govern- 
ment are  maintaining  their  old  policy; 
they  are  true  to  their  colours.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment is  ''true  blue."  It  is  maintain- 
ing its  ancient  reputation ;  it  is  carry- 
ing the  blood-stained  flag  of  old,  and 
this  is  not  the  first  drip  of  priests'  blood 
upon  it.  It  is  the  priest-hunting  policy 
of  old,  and  I  say  that,  in  the  end,  the 
Government  will  be  ashamed  of  it,  and 
will  have  much  more  reason  to  regret  it 
than  we  shall. 

Mr.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.) :  I  rise  to 
support  the  demand  of  my  hon.  Friend 
in  relation  to  this  matter.  I  must  say 
that  I  deprecate,  in  the  very  strongest 
possible  terms  that  I  can  command,  any 
observation  from  any  individual,  even 
from  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  South  Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell),  or 
from  any  side  of  the  House,  that  would 
accentuate  or  increase  the  religious  dif- 
ferences and  feelings  now  existing  in 
Ireland,  and  that  would  increase  ill- 
feeling  between  creed  and  creed,  and 
class  and  class.  It  should  be  the  desire 
of  all  sides  of  the  House  to  diminish, 
rather  than  to  increase,  such  a  state  of 
things.  That  has  been  my  tendency 
and  practice,  and,  so  far  as  I  know, 
the  tendency  and  practice  of  my  hon. 
Friends  about  me.  It  is  their  desire,  so 
far  as  I  know  at  present,  to  diminish 
instead  of  increase  such  feeling.  We 
desire  to  live  on  the  best  possible  terms 
with  our  fellow-countrymen.  Our  lot 
has  been  cast  with  them,  and  we  wonld 
rather  that  peace  should  be  maintained 
between  all  parties  than  that  a  constant 
state  of  hostility  and  warfare  should 
prevail.  In  the  case  of  Father  Fahy,  I 
desire  to  join  my  hon.  Friends  in  an 
appeal  to  the  Treasury  Bench — 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present;  Committee  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present, 

Mr.  JORDAN :  I  was  saying  that  I 
desire  to  join  my  hon.  Friends  on  thia 
side  of  the  House  in  an  appeal  to  the 
Treasury  Bench — which  was  empty  then, 
though  it  is  full  now — to  take  such  steps. 
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as  soon  as  convenient,  as  will  lead  to  the 
remission  of  the  sentence  under  which 
Father  Fahy  is  now  immured  in  Galway 
Gaol.  I  think  it  is  right  they  should 
do  so.  In  my  opinion,  the  action  of  the 
Crown  was  in  this  case  arbitrary,  un- 
just, and  impolitic.  It  was  arbitrary  in 
allowing  the  imprisonment  of  Father 
Fahy  for  language  alleged  to  have  been 
used  in  an  altercation.  I  think  that  the 
presiding  magistrate,  Colonel  Waring, 
who  intimated  that  gentlemen  were  not 
likely  to  remember  words  they  used  in 
the  heat  of  an  altercation,  and  who  re- 
commended that  an  amicable  settlement 
of  the  difficulty  should  be  arrived  at, 
took  up  a  wise,  judicious,  and  prudent 
attitude;  and  I  trust  that  in  future  wo 
may  see  a  greater  number  of  such 
magistrates  on  the  Bench  in  Ireland. 
If  we  had  had  more  of  them  in  the  past, 
to  give  such  advice,  wo  should  have  had 
much  less  trouble  in  that  country  than 
we  have  had.  The  action  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  in  ordering 
a  prosecution  in  such  a  state  of  affairs, 
was  arbitrary.  I  think  it  was  also  un- 
just to  pass  such  a  sentence  on  the  rev- 
erend gentleman  on  the  testimony  of  the 
one  man  against  the  testimony  of  the 
other.  The  magistrates  found  Father 
Fahy  guilty 

The  CHAIRMAN:  Order!  The  ques- 
tion of  the  justice  of  the  sentence  cannot 
bo  considered  under  this  Vote.  That 
has  reference  to  the  function  of  the 
liiaiJjistrates. 

Mr.  JORDAN :  Well,  the  result,  at 
any  rate,  was  that  the  testimony  of  one 
gentleman  was  taken  as  against  that  of 
the  other  gentleman. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  It  is  not  com- 
petent for  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  discuss 
that  matter  under  the  present  Vote.  It 
is  not  relevant  to  this  Vote. 

Mr.  JORDAN :  I  bow  to  vour  de- 
cision.  Sir.  I  understood  that  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attor- 
ney General  for  Ireland,  on  the  state- 
ment of  one  person,  ordered  a  prose- 
cution, in  an  ex  parte  manner,  and  that 
he  did  not  hear  the  statement  of  the 
defendant.  Under  the  circumstances  I 
think  I  may  fairly  say  that  the  action  oi 
the  Government  was  partial  and  one- 
sided, and,  if  so,  I  maintain  that  it  was 
unjust,  and,  further,  that  it  was  im- 
politic. I  deplore  for  the  peace  of  the 
country  that  this  action  has  been  taken, 
and  this  reverend  gentleman  has  been 


imprisoned.  I  think  that  instead  of 
doing  good  it  is  calculated  to  do  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  harm.  It  came  out 
in  evidence — or,  at  least,  whether  it  was 
in  evidence  or  not,  I  think  the  prose- 
cution was  based  on  the  statement — 
that  the  reverend  gentleman  threatened 
Mr.  Lewis,  in  the  course  of  their  alter- 
cation, that  unless  his  (Father  Fahy^s) 
view  of  the  case  were  taken,  the  house 
of  the  other  would  be  blown  up  with 
dynamite.  I  think  that  such  a  state- 
ment as  that  would  be  discreditable,  and 
I  do  not  think  it  likely  that  any  gentle- 
man or  any  man  would  make  it  to  an- 
other, much  less  is  it  likely  that  a  clergy- 
man, or  a  person  in  the  position  of 
Father  Fahy,  would  do  so. 

The  chairman  :  I  have  repeatedly 
pointed  out  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  that 
that  question  is  not  relevant  to  this 
Vote.  All  that  can  be  discussed  on  this 
Vote  is  the  action  of  the  Crown  Officer. 

Mr.  JORDAN:  Then  I  think  that 
the  action  of  the  Crown  was  calculated 
to  produce  disorder  and  commotion  in 
the  country  rather  than  peace  and  order. 
I  have  to  say  that  I  know,  so  far  as  my 
knowledge  of  the  priesthood  of  Ireland 
goes,  that  the  priests  are  the  custodians 
of  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  that  in 
many  parts  of  the  country  they  have 
repressed  crime  and  outrage  rather  than 
promoted  it.  I  have  again  and  again 
heard  the  Roman  Catholic  priests  state 
to  their  people  in  large  crowds  as- 
sembled that  they  were  neither  to  take 
offence  from  the  opposite  party  nor  to 
give  o£Pence.  That  is  the  general  cha- 
racter of  the  Roman  Catholic  priest,  so 
far  as  I  know,  and  it  is  with  the  greatest 
possible  pleasure  that  I  bear  testimony 
to  it,  to  maintain  the  peace  of  the  coun- 
try, and  restrain  the  passions  of  men 
who  have  very  often  been  outraged,  and 
who,  if  they  were  not  restrained  oy  good 
counsel  of  that  kind,  might  be  tempted 
to  commit  deeds  that  afterwards  both 
they  themselves  and  other  people  would 
deplore.  I  think  this  reverend  gentle- 
man has  been  placed  under  such  a  ban 
by  being  required  to  give  bail  that  he  is 
perfectly  justified  in  refusing  to  assent  to 
the  sentence,  and  in  going  to  gaol  in 
preference.  I  would  endorse  the  state- 
ment of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon)  and  my  other 
hon.  Friends,  that  rather  than  admit 
that  he  bad  committed  a  fault  which  he 
was  conscious  of  never   having  com- 
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mitted,  and  rather  than  admit  that  he 
was  a  rogue  and  vagabond — rather  than 
acquiesce  in  the  justice  of  such  a  sentence 
by  finding  bail — he  did  right  to  go  to 
prison.  I  am  certain  that  Father  Fahy, 
after  having  heard  of  this  discussion, 
rather  than  give  any  countenance  to  the 
legal  assumption  that  he  is  a  vagabond 
and  a  wanderer,  by  giving  security  for 
good  behaviour,  will  continue  to  remain 
in  prison  until  the  term  of  his  imprison- 
ment has  expired.  [*'Hear,  hear!" 
and  laughter."]  No  doubt,  it  is  exceed- 
ingly delightful  to  my  Friends — if  I 
dare  call  them  so — on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  House  to  find  that  a  Catholic 
priest  has  been  imprisoned  for  having 
taken  sides  with  the  people  from  whom 
he  sprung  as  against  the  class  to  which 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  opposite  Benches 
belong. 

The  CHAIEMAN:  I  have  already 
warned  the  hon.  Gentleman  ;  and  if  ho 
is  not  more  relevant  in  his  observations 
he  will  come  under  the  serious  censure 
of  the  Chair. 

Mb.  JORDAN :  I  have  little  further 
to  say  beyond  that  I  do  not  take  exactly 
the  same  view  as  some  of  my  hon. 
Friends.  I  would  not  say  that  the  same 
justice  should  be  meted  out  to  priests 
and  peasants ;  that  is  not  exactly  the 
parallel.  I  think  the  same  justice  should 
De  meted  out  to  the  priest  in  the  South 
as  to  the  pastor  in  the  North.  That  is 
what  I  would  advocate.  I  do  not  think 
it  likely,  from  what  has  already  taken 
place,  that  the  use  of  violent  language, 
inciting  to  crime  and  broach  of  the  peace, 
would  be  visited  in  the  case  of  the 
pastor  in  the  North  of  Ireland  with  the 
same  severe  pains  and  penalties  as 
would  be  inflicted  on  the  Boman  Catho- 
lic clergyman  in  the  county  of  Galway. 
We  have  had  very  violent  language 
used  by  pastors  in  Belfast  and  the  North 
of  Ireland  lately,  and  no  action  what- 
ever has  boon  taken  bv  the  Govern- 
ment;  but  the  very  moment  that  lan- 

Suago  is  used  by  a  Catholic  priest  to 
[r.  Lewis  which  Mr.  Lewis  chooses  to 
consider  disrespectful  to  his  greatness, 
he,  to  score  a  point  in  popularity  with 
the  landed  and  ruling  classes,  swears 
an  information  against  that  Catholic 
clergyman,  gets  him  indicted  and  prose- 
cuted, and,  contrary  to  the  opinion  and 
desire  of  the  presiding  magistrate,  has 
him  immured  in  Galway  Gaol.  I  would 
join  my  hon.  Friends  on  this  side  of  the 
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House  in  pressing  on  the  GoTemment, 
on  grounds  of  justice  and  policy,  to  take 
such  steps  as  will  bring  about  the  libe- 
ration of  Father  Fahy  from  Galway 
Gaol. 

Mr.  cox  (Clare,  E.) :  I  have  great 
pleasure  in  supporting  my  hon.  Friends 
who  move  the  reduction  of  this  Vote. 
The  only  regret  I  have  is  that  I  know 
very  well  our  protests  will  be  use- 
less, and  that  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land will  get  his  salary.  It  is  evident 
that  it  is  through  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman's  action  that  this 
Catholic  priest  has  been  imprisoned.  I 
can  well  understand  the  silence  of  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman;  I 
can  understand  his  refusing  to  answer 
the  questions  which  have  been  put  to 
him  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Galway  (Colonel  Nolan). 
If  he  stated  the  Acts  or  Act  under  which 
this  imprisonment  is  inflicted,  he  would 
only  be  opening  up  a  precedent  for  the 
future.  He  wants  to  have  both  nets. 
Father  Fahy  is  probably  not  the  only 
priest  who  will  be  arrested  for  standing 
between  the  landlords  and  the  people, 
and,  under  circumstances  somewhat  simi- 
lar to  those  of  the  present  case,  the  Law 
Oflicers  of  the  Crown  may  find  it  oon* 
venient  to  discontinue  action  under  one 
law  and  to  proceed  in  the  future  under 
another.  Supposing  this  is  only  the 
beginning  of  the  Marquess  of  SalisDury's 
2U  years  of  coercion  for  Ireland.  If  It 
is,  the  end  may  not  be  so  far  ofiP  as  20 
3'oars.  So  far  as  we  are  concerned  we 
are  prepared  to  meet  that  policy ;  the 
people  of  Ireland  are  prepared  to  meet 
it ;  the  priests  of  Ireland,  as  the  heads 
of  the  people,  will  be  prepared  to  meet 
it ;  as  also  will  the  Kepresentatives  of 
the  Irish  people  in  this  House.  The 
people  of  Ireland  have  experienced  that 
sort  of  law  and  order  before,  and  the 
Government  know  perfectly  well  that  no 
Irishman  has  ever  come  through  an  ex- 
perience of  that  law  and  order  a  greater 
lover  of  English  rule  than  he  was 
before.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  opposite  is  a  landlord  par- 
tizan,  and  as  such  is  not  likely  to  be  an 
impartial  administrator  of  justice  in  Ire- 
land. He  instigated  this  prosecution 
because  this  Catholic  priest  stood  be- 
tween the  people  and  a  landlord.  I  ask 
the  Committee,  if  the  positions  were  re- 
versed, and  Father  Fahj  alleged  that 
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he  had  been  threatened  by  the  landlord, 
"would  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
alter  his  view  and  issue  a  prosecution 
against  the  landlord  ?  I  venture  to  say 
he  would  do  nothing  of  the  sort.  As  I 
said  before,  I  believe  this  is  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury's  20 
years  of  coercion.  The  priests  stood  by 
the  people  in  the  past,  and  the  people 
stood  by  them.  The  priests  will  stand 
by  tlie  people  in  the  future,  and  so  will 
the  other  leaders  ;  and  if  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  desires  by  his  atti- 
tude to-night  to  give  us  an  example  of 
the  way  the  Government  are  going  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  Irish  people, 
and  if  he  is  shadowing  forth  what  the 
government  of  Ireland  will  be  in  the 
coming  winter,  I  venture  to  say  that  he 
is  brewing  a  storm  which  will  break 
with  the  greatest  violence  upon  those 
who  are  responsible  for  its  existence. 

Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'BEIEN  (Mayo,  S.) : 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  in  the 
attitude  ho  has  assumed  in  connection 
with  this  case  reminds  one  very  strongly 
of  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury's  **  20 
3'ears  of  firm  government.*'  When  the 
Marquess  of  Salisbury  spoke  those 
words,  we,  in  our  simplicity,  thought 
he  simply  meant  coercion ;  but  the  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  has  found  a 
way  to  get  him  out  of  the  necessity  of 
applying  coercion.  He  has  invented  a 
new  legal  procedure  which  renders  a 
Coercion  Act  unnecessary.  Ho  has  in- 
vented a  plan  by  which  a  person  object- 
ing either  to  the  Government  or  the 
landlord  class  can  be,  on  the  testimony 
of  one  person,  interested  or  otherwise, 
shut  up  in  gaol  for  six  months.  Cer- 
tainly that  is  a  plan  upon  which  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  is 
very  much  to  be  congratulated.  He  de- 
serves, too,  very  high  congratulation  in 
regard  to  the  manner  in  which  his  first 
essay  in  the  carrying  out  of  his  new 
plan  has  succeeded.  The  ease  and  sim- 
plicity with  which  the  new  plan  works 
out  is  almost  miraculous.  According  to 
the  statement  of  the  presiding  magis- 
trate on  the  Bench  before  whom  Father 
Fahy  was  tried,  the  rev.  gentleman  had 
gone  as  a  peacemaker  between  landlord 
and  tenant.  On  previous  occasions,  ac- 
cording to  what  we  are  told.  Father 
Fahy  had  been  Buccessful  as  a  peace- 


maker.    In  carrying  out  his  mission  of 
mercy  he   came  to   this  Mr.  Lewis,  a 
neighbouring  landlord,  who  was  about 
to  carry  out  a  number  of  evictions.     He 
went  to  this  gentleman  in  the  hope  of 
effecting  a  settlement  between  him  and 
his  tenants.     But  to   Mr.  Lewis,  and, 
presumably, to  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land, this  office  of  peacemaker  assumed 
by  Father  Fahy  was  by  no  mean  agree- 
able— as  we  can  see  it  has  not   been 
agreeable  to  our  Friends  opposite.     We 
know  what  steps  were  taken  to  put  an 
end  to   Father  Fahy's  office  of  peace- 
maker.     [_Cries   of   *' Divide!"]      Mr. 
Courtney,  will  you  kindly  keep  Order, 
if  you  please?    The  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  has  told  us  the  history  of 
the  case.     It  appears  that  Mr.  Lewis, 
with  whom  Father  Fahy  had  some  al- 
tercation, went  to  Dublin,  and  what  hap- 
pened?    We  were  told  in  very  simple 
language  that  Mr.  Lewis  stated  his  case 
to   the  Attorney   General  for  Ireland  ; 
the    Attorney  General  for  Ireland,    at 
once  convinced  by  the  arguments  of  Mr. 
Lewis,  instructed  his  understrapper  to 
conduct   the    prosecution,   and    Father 
Fahy  was  locked  up.    This  case  touches 
us  Irish  Members  acutely,  and  I  beg  to 
say  that  the  conduct  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  in  indulging  in  threats 
against   us   for   discharging    our   duty 
here  is,  if  not  unconstitutional,  an  out- 
rage and  a  scandal.     [_Cries  of  **  With- 
draw ! "]      The   committal    of   Father 
Fahy  on  the  unsupported  evidence  and 
on  the  uncorroborated  statement  of  Mr. 
Lewis  is  certainly  a  state  of  affairs  which 
will  have  evil  consequences  in  Ireland. 
I  fear  that  the  Government  are  very 
much  inclined  to  go  in  for  a  policy  of 
exasperation  in  Ireland.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  at  the  commencement 
of  the   Sessicn  indulged  in  language 
which  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
endeavoured  to  explain  away.    He  said 
that    the    landlords    were    to    enforce 
their  rights   strictly,  and  that  the  Go- 
vernment  would  not  shrink  from  re- 
covering the  land   for  them — a  direct 
encouragement  to  them  to  confiscate  the 
tenants'  interests  and  to  exterminate  the 
people  wholesale. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  I  must  ask  the 
hon.  Member  to  confine  his  observations 
to  the  Vote  before  the  Committee. 

Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'BRIEN:  To  my 
mind,  at  all  events,  it  appears  that  tiie 


687 


Supply — Civil 


{ COMMONS }  Service  FMitnaiei. 


688 


action  of  the  Government  is  directed  to 
opposing  the  feelings  and  the  sentiments 
of  the  Irish  people.  I  think,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  their  action  ought  to 
be  directed  to  the  removal  of  the  ex- 
asperated feelings  produced  by  events 
-which  are  taking  place  in  certain  parts 
of  the  country,  and  it  is  certainly  lament- 
able to  think  that  the  action  recently 
taken,  especially  that  of  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland,  is  calculated  to  in- 
tensify instead  of  appeasing  the  angry 
feelings  which  they  seem  to  have  done 
their  best  to  provoke.  In  conclusion,  I 
desire  to  protest,  in  the  strongest  manner, 
against  the  conduct  of  the  Government 
towards  Father  Fahy. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  think  it 
is  now  time  to  go  to  a  division ;  but  I 
am  bound  to  say  that  the  people  of  Ire- 
land will  not  be  satisfied  with  the  posi- 
tion taken  up  by  the  Government.  I 
have  just  received  a  telegram  to  say 
that  there  are  70  people  in  gaol  about 
this  row.  The  gaol  is  so  crammed  that 
the  old  prisoners  have  had  to  be  sent 
away  to  another  part  of  the  county, 
and  judging  from  the  terms  of  late  tele- 
grams more  people  are  likely  to  be  im- 
prisoned before  this  row  comes  to  an 
end.  I  do  not  believe  that  one  minute 
more  than  was  necessary  has  been  taken 
up  with  this  question — more  than  the 
importance  of  the  subject  demands.  A 
more  stupid  and  injudicious  act  was 
never  committed  by  a  Government. 
However,  as  it  is  plain  that  we  are  not 
going  to  get  any  satisfaction,  we  can  do 
nothing  better  than  go  to  a  division. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes  75  ; 
Noes  162:  Majority  87. — (Div.  List, 
No.  37.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mil.  A.  BLANK  (Armagh,  S.) :  I  rise 
for  the  purpose  of  moving  the  reduc- 
tion of  this  Vote  by  the  sum  of  £2,250, 
being  the  expenses  of  the  Crown  Soli- 
citor on  the  North-East  Circuit — Louth, 
Monaghan,  Armagh,  Down,  and  Antrim. 
I  have  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  conduct  of  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland — to  two  cases  under 
the  direction  of  this  Crown  Solicitor. 
There  were  two  cases  at  Belfast,  in  one 
of  which  a  person  got  seven  years'  penal 
servitude  for  firing  at  the  police,  and,  in 
the  other,  two  men  were  charged  with 

J&.  /.  F.  X  (yJBrien 


firing  at  a  Police  Inspector.     By  the 
direction   of  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  the  charge  was  withdrawn,  and 
when  it  had  been  withdrawn  the  pri« 
soners  pleaded  guilty  to  a  second  charge, 
and  on  the  11th  of  December  last  they 
got  eight  weoks'  imprisonment.     I  put 
this  case  at  the  time  to  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  and  asked  whether,  the 
two  cases  being  precisely  similar,  having 
regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  Law  Offi- 
cers   of   the  Crown,   the    G^Temment 
would  not  release  the  prisoners  ?   ^But 
the  answer  which  he  gave  me  was  that 
a  Liberal  Government  were  in  Office 
when  the  sentence  of  seven  years'  penal 
servitude  was  given,  and  that  a  Conser- 
vative Government  were  in  Office  when 
the  sentence  was  given  of  eight  weeks' 
imprisonment.     I  hope  the  Committee 
will  see  that  justice  is  done  in  this  case. 
I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any  use  in 
appealing  to  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  or  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land, in  these  cases,  if  they  both  return 
the  same  answer;  but  I  do  not  think 
that,  seeing  these  cases  are  almost  iden- 
tical, the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
can   get  up  and  say  that  justice  has 
been  done  between  man  and  man. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

'^That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £26,791,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sam 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
un  the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  of  CriminRl 
Trosecutions  and  other  Law  Charges  in  Ire- 
land, including  certain  Allowances  under  the 
Act  15  and  16  Vic.  c.  83."— (JTr.  AUxminier 
Blane.) 

Mr.  GILHOOLY  (Cork,  W.):  I  think 
the  action  of  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  will  give  materials  for  debate  in 
this  House  for  some  time  to  come.  I 
wish  to  call  attention  to  one  of  the 
grossest  miscarriages  of  justice  ever 
heard  of  in  Ireland  under  English  rule. 
At  the  Munster  Assizes,  Denis  Murphj 
was  tried  for  shooting  at  Mr.  Cottle,  a 
member  of  the  National  League,  llio 
Grand  Jury  of  the  county  was  composed 
of  landlords  and  agents,  and  thej 
ignored  the  bill  sent  up  to  them.  1 
have  already  directed  the  attention  of 
the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  to  this 
gross  miscarriage  of  justice,  and  the 
cool,  if  not  audacious, answer  of  the  ri|(ht 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was— - 

An  hon.  Mkmbeb:  I  rise  to  OrdeTp 
Sir.    I  wish  to  ask  if  the  hon.  Mambw 
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18  in   Order   in  the   expressions  he  is 
using  ? 

The  CHAIEMAN;  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  that  the  hon.  Member  is 
out  of  Order. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY:  The  reply  was 
that,  having  perused  the  depositions  in 
the  case,  the  Grand  Jury  were  in  his 
opinion  justified  in  the  course  they  had 
taken.  Now,  I  have  correspondence 
here  which  I  will  not  read,  because  it 
would  occupy  too  much  time ;  but  I  will 
just  give  a  summary  of  the  depositions 
in  this  case,  and  I  will  ask  any  fair- 
minded  Member  on  either  side  of  the 
Committee,  when  they  have  heard  the 
case,  if  he  will  got  up  and  say  that  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  was  right 
in  propping  up  and  endorsing  the  scan- 
dalous action  of  the  Grand  Jury?  A 
man  named  Denis  Murphy  had  taken 
a  farm  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bantry, 
from  which  another  man  had  been 
evicted,  and  in  consequence  he  was  un- 
popular in  the  neighbourhood.  A  young 
man,  the  secretary  to  the  local  branch  of 
the  Irish  National  League,  it  is  alleged 
by  the  son  of  Denis  Murphy,  had  on 
frequent  occasions  denounced  Denis 
Murphy  at  the  meetings  of  the  Irish 
National  League.  But  it  was  denied 
that  he  had  ever  named  him. 

The  CHAIEMAN :  I  understand  that 
the  Grand  Jury  ignored  the  bill. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY  :  I  say  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land to  send  up  a  gecond  indictment 
against  the  prisoner,  and  I  beg  to' direct 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  his 
conduct  in  the  matter.  To  proceed  with 
the  case.  Mr.  Cottle  had  left  the  village 
followed  by  Murphy,  who  fired  at  him 
with  a  revolver ;  he  swore  that  the 
bullet  whizzed  past  his  ear — that  he 
saw  the  flash,  and  in  this  he  is  corrobo- 
rated by  Murphy's  own  brother,  who 
swore  that  Murphy  fired  the  shot  with 
the  intention  of  frightening  Cottle  only. 
The  constable  swore  that  when  Murphy 
was  arrested  he  admitted  that  he  fired 
the  shot  with  the  intention  of  frighten- 
ing Cottle.  We  have  evidence  that  the 
shot  was  fired  from  a  pistol  held  in  the 
hand  of  Murphy  ;  notwithstanding  this, 
the  Grand  Jury  of  Cork,  composed  of 
landlords  and  agents,  ignored  the  bill. 
Well  Sir,  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land on  that  occasion  at  once  justified 
the  action  of  the  Grand  Jury,  and  re- 
fused to  take  cognizance  of  their  action 


and  send  up  a  second  bill.  I  submit 
that  the  action  of  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  is  not  calculated  to  inspire 
confidence  in  the  law  among  the  people 
of  Ireland.  I  submit  that  in  this  case 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  to  see  that  justice  was  done  ; 
and  I  say,  further,  that  in  this  case  there 
has  been  a  gross  miscarriage  of  justice. 
I  believe  that,  in  failing  to  get  another 
indictment  framed  against  Murphy,  he 
has  acted  unconstitutionally,  and  that 
his  action  is  sufficient  to  make  the 
people  of  Ireland  defend  themselves 
against  these  murderous  attacks.  The 
result  of  his  action,  in  this  instance,  is 
that  Mr.  Cottle,  whenever  he  leaves  home, 
seeing  that  he  has  no  chance  of  getting 
justice  or  protection  from  the  myrmidons 
of  the  law,  goes  armed  with  a  six-cham- 
bered revolver,  and  says  that  he  will 
not  be  again  attacked  with  impunity. 
The  action  of  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  in  this  and  in  the  last  case  that 
has  been  before  the  Committee  is  enough 
to  make  the  people  of  Ireland  refuse  to 
give  any  assistance  to  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crown  in  Ireland,  or  to  magistrates 
and  County  Court  Judges  in  vindicating, 
carrying  out,  or  making  the  people 
obedient  to  the  law.  The  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  is  most  anxious  that 
a  Catholic  priest  in  Galway  shall  be  im- 
prisoned ;  but  when  an  agent  or  instru- 
ment in  the  hands  of  the  landlords 
strikes  down  an  opponent,  and  ought  to 
be  tried  for  the  act  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  refuses  to  take  action, 
and  thereby  does  what  is  calculated  to 
bring  the  law  in  Ireland  into  contempt. 
Mr.  PENEOSE  FITZGEEALD 
(Cambridge) :  I  do  not  intend  to  take 
up  the  time  of  the  Committee  at  any 
length ;  but  as  foreman  of  the  Grand 
Jury  in  the  case  to  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber 'refers,  I  desire  to  say  this — that 
the  Grand  Jury  were  on  their  oath,  and 
that  the  particular  case  engaged  their 
most  anxious  intention,  I  think,  for  a 
longer  time  than  any  other  case  which 
came  before  them.  I  know  the  circum- 
stances and  the  sworn  evidence  brought 
before  the  Grand  Jury,  and  I  can  tell 
the  Committe  that  in  this  case  the  duty 

Eut  upon  them  by  their  country  was 
onestly  and  strictly  carried  out. 
Mr.  GILHOOLY :  I  forgot  to  men- 
tion  one  point.     I  think  thiat  tiie  par- 
ticulars of  this  case  should  be  laid  on 
the  Table  of  the  Housei  in  order  that 
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hon.  Members  may  see  how  justice  in 
these  matters  is  administered  in  Ireland. 

The  CHAIEMAN:  The  action  of 
the  Grand  Jury  is  not  a  question  which 
can  bo  discussed  under  this  Vote. 

Mr.  E.  HAEEINGTON  (Kerry,  W.) : 
I  have  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  a  case  which  occurred  in  Kerry 
of  the  police  being  fired  at  in  the  night. 
I  do  not  want  to  labour  this  case ;  but  I 
want  to    impress    upon   the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  to  be  very  careful, 
and  not  by  his  remarks  to  say  anything 
that  may  be  used  against  the  accused ; 
because  I  have  known  expressions  which 
were  used  in  this  House  become  stereo- 
typed. The  question  before  the  Commit- 
tee is  the  salary  of  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland.     We  want  to  ascertain  how 
he  earns  that  salary,  and  how  far  he 
deserves   it;    and   bearing    upon  that 
point  I  am  entitled  to  make  an    ap- 
peal to   him   at  the  present  moment. 
There  are  several  men  in  goal  in  Kerry 
for  whom  bail  is  refused.    I  say  that 
the  exceptional  circumstances  in  Kerry 
give  a  certain  colour  of  right  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  right  hon.  and, learned 
Gentleman  in  the  disturbed  districts ;  but 
I  think  he  will  agree  with  me  that  this 
is  a  special   case.     There  is  an  annual 
fair  held  in  the  county  of  Kerry  which 
is  attended  by  the  people  from  the  ad- 
jacent districts.  On  the  night  of  the  day 
when  the  fair  was  held,  a  car  was  pass- 
ing along  the  road,  and  it  is  alleged  a 
shot   was  firod  from  it ;    and  it  is  the 
assumption   of    the  Crown    itself  that 
this  was  a  freak.      One  of    the  men 
accused  of  that  freak  is  a  professional 
man— a  doctor,  and  he  is  now  in  prison 
without  bail ;  and  I  appeal  to  the  right 
hon.  and   learned  Gentleman  whether 
it  is  not  already  time  to  terminate  this 
procedure  of  taking  him  up  in  July, 
and  keeping  him  in  gaol  to  December  or 
January?    Another  of  the  persons  in 
this  case  is  an  auctioneer  and  merchant. 
I   do  not,   of   course,   enter    into    the 
evidence  relating  to  this  case ;   and  that 
is  the  reason  why  I  appeal  to  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to  say  whe- 
ther he  sees  anything  so  abnormal  in 
it  that  he  should  keep  these  men  in 
prison  for  six  months,  and  practically 
subject  them  to  a  penalty  greater  than 
the  law  warrants  ?    I  feel  for  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  in  not  in- 
ipiring  at  this  time  a  great  amount  of 
oonfidence ;  but  I  hope  he  will  be  able 
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to  see  his  way  to  send  a  word  to  the 
magistrates  upon  the  subject.  It  was 
upon  his  word  that  the  magistrates  re- 
fused bail.  The  matter  was  brought 
before  one  of  the  Judges,  and  his  words 
were  that  if  gentlemen  indulged  in  a 
freak  they  must  suffer  for  their  freak. 
"Well,  I  think  the  Judge  is  correct  in 
saying  that  they  must  suffer;  but  mj 
contention  is  that  they  ought  not  to 
suffer  before  they  are  found  guilty.  I 
apologize  for  having  to  go  into  this 
case,  but  I  express  the  hope  that  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  will 
be  able  to  see  his  way  to  recommend 
bail  to  be  taken  ;  and  I  can  assure  him 
that  the  acceptance  of  bail  in  cases  of 
this  kind  would  materially  facilitate  the 
maintenance  of  order  by  the  autho- 
rities. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  wish  to 
refer  to  a  matter  which  was  the  subject 
of  a  Question  in  this  House.  I  wish  to 
know  what  answer  will  be  given  to  the 
Memorial  of  the  people  of  the  town  of 
Clonmel,  who  ask  that  the  Winter  As- 
sizes should  be  held  in  that  town  instead 
of  Cork  ?  The  Memorial  has  been  very 
numerously  signed,  and  I  see  no  reason 
why  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown 
should  not  accede  to  the  request. 

Mr.  W.  J.  COEBET  ( Wicklow,  E.) : 
I  have  a  question  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  with  regard  to  a 
bequest  made  in  1793  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  a  woollen  factory  at 
Wicklow.  I  do  not  make  any  charge 
against  the  Crown  and  Treasury  Solicitor, 
Mr.  Lane  Joynt,  or  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
I  have  had  some  courteous  letters  from 
the  former  gentleman  on  the  subject ;  but 
the  fact  is  that  this  sum  of  money  has 
not  been  made  available,  nor  can  we 
get  any  satisfaction  about  it.  I  find  in 
the  Keport  of  the  Charity  Commis- 
sioners a  statement  in  which  they  say 
that  a  remarkable  case  has  arisen  under 
the  will  of  a  lady.  Miss  Elizabeth 
Eaton,  made  in  1793  and  proved  in 
1796;  that  the  fund  now  accumulated 
in  Court  amounts  to  about  £4,000.  We 
are  anxious  to  know  whether  there  is 
any  possibility  of  this  sum  being  avail- 
able for  the  purpose  intended,  and  we 
have  already  made  application  on  the 
subject  to  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland.  The  money  has  lain  in 
Court  for  55  years;  and  my  object  is 
to  ascertain  from  the  right  hon.  and 
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learned  Gentleman  whether  he  will  see 
into  the  matter  ?  There  has  been  great 
distress  in  Wicklow  during  the  last 
winter;  I  am  afraid  that  this  distress 
will  be  emphasized  during  the  coming 
winter,  and  I  am  therefore  anxious  that 
this  sum  may,  if  possible,  be  available 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  that  state  of 
things. 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  The  hon.  Member  for  West 
Kerry  (Mr.  E.  Harrington)  has  said,  at 
the  commencement  of  his  observations, 
that  the  question  before  the  Committee 
was  as  to  whether  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  had  earned  his  salary, 
or  not.  I  think  that  most  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen in  this  House  who  have  heard 
the  discussion  of  this  evening  will 
very  readily  admit  that  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  does  earn  his  salary. 
It  would  seem  that  he  is  responsible  for 
the  discussion  of  all  legal  matters  in 
this  House;  but,  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances, one  would  think  it  hardly 
possible  that  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  should  get  up  on  all  occasions 
and  discuss  matters  which  are  usually 
settled  at  the  Assizes.  Now,  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Armagh  (Mr.  Blane) 
referred  to  a  charge  against  a  man  at 
Belfast,  which,  on  my  direction,  was 
withdrawn.  Now,  I  can  tell  the  hon. 
Member  that  that  was  not  done  by  my 
direction  at  all.  The  next  case  to  which 
tlie  attention  of  the  Committee  has  been 
called  is  that  of  Denis  Murphy.  This 
man  was  sent  up  to  the  Summer  Assizes, 
and  the  Grand  Jury,  as  has  been  stated, 
ignored  the  bill ;  and  in  connection  with 
this  I  may  mention  that  my  Predecessor 
was  in  Office  throe  weeks  after  that,  and 
he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  take  any 
steps  in  the  matter.  I  suppose  the  Com- 
mittee is  aware  that  neither  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  nor  anyone  else 
knows  what  takes  place  before  the  Grand 
Jury.  The  examination  takes  place  in 
the  room,  and  witnesses  are  called,  but 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  to  control  the  deci- 
sion in  any  way.  I  find  that  witnesses 
were  examined  in  this  case,  and  that  the 
bill  was  ignored.  It  does  not  lie  with 
me  to  say  that  the  Grand  Jury  made  a 
mistake,  and  on  the  contrary  I  have  not 
the  slightest  doubt  that  they  were  justi- 
fied in  the  action  they  took.  The  hon. 
Member  should  recollect  that  the  eyi- 
dence  that  comes  before  the  Grand  Jury 


is  often  materially  different  from  that 
which  appears  on  the  information.  The 
Grand  Jury  having  in  this  case  felt  jus- 
tified in  ignoring  the  first  bill,  I  suppose 
that  they  would  have  done  so  with  the 
second  also  if  it  had  been  sent  up  to 
them.  The  hon.  Member  for  West  Kerry 
(Mr.  E.  Harrington)  said,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  his  remarks  upon  the  case 
which  he  brought  forward,  that  he  hoped 
I  would  not  make  any  observations  in 
replying  on  the  case  which  could  preju- 
dice the  accused.  [Mr.  E.  Harrington  : 
I  qualified  that.]  I  do  not  impute  any- 
thing to  the  hon.  Member ;  I  merely 
call  attention  to  this  for  the  purpose  of 
adding  that  I  am  most  anxious  to  avoid 
making  observations  in  cases  where  pro- 
ceedings have  been  instituted,  or  may 
afterwards  be  instituted.  But  it  is  a 
most  inconvenient  system  to  discuss 
these  questions  in  the  House  at  all,  be- 
cause it  is  almost  impossible  to  avoid 
saying  something  which  might  possibly 
anticipate  the  course  of  justice.  I  wish, 
above  all  things,  to  avoid  that.  The  case  to 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Kerry 
referred  was  one  in  which  application 
was  made  to  the  High  Court  of  Justice, 
which  heard  the  case  from  beginning  to 
end,  and,  upon  the  exercise  of  its  discre- 
tion, declined  to  make  an  order.  What 
was  done  was  by  the  order  of  the  High 
Court,  and  that  being  so  hon.  Members 
will  see  that  it  is  perfectly  useless  to 
make  an  appeal  to  the  Government  to 
do  anything  in  the  matter.  The  hon. 
Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon)  has 
called  my  attention  to  the  question  of 
the  Winter  Assizes  at  Cork.  The  City 
of  Cork  is  generally  selected  as  the 
venue  for  the  Winter  Assizes  held  for 
Munster,  because,  all  circumstances  con- 
sidered, it  is  not  only  the  most  conve- 
nient place,  but  almost  the  only  conve- 
nient place,  in  which  to  hold  the  Assizes. 
I  admit  that  it  imposes  on  the  jurors 
of  Cork  a  considerable  burden  ;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  in  all  these  matters  we 
must  weigh  the  conveniences  of  one 
against  the  inconveniences  of  the  other, 
and  I  say  that  notwithstanding  the 
burden  imposed  on  the  people  of  Cork, 
that  the  inconvenience  might  be  greater 
if  the  Assizes  were  held  elsewhere.  As 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  I  have 
nothing  to  do  with  this ;  it  is  a  matter 
which  is  decided  by  the  Privy  Council, 
by  whom  any  suggestion  for  improve- 
ment would  no  doubt  be  carefully  con- 
sidered.   As  I  have  said,  the  balance  of 
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convonienco  is  in  favour  of  the  City  of 
Cork,  and  it  would  probably  be  difficult 
to  bring  forward  any  argument  to  show 
that  any  other  place  would  be  more  con- 
venient. The  hon.  Member  for  Wicklow 
(Mr.  Corbet)  has  called  attention  to  the 
sum  of  £4,000,  which  the  Commissioners 
of  Charitable  Bequests  discovered  in 
1883  was  lying  in  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery. It  was  difficult  to  trace  how  the 
money  came  there,  and  the  investiga- 
tion occupied  a  considerable  time.  It  is 
by  no  means  certain  that  the  money  can 
be  applied  to  the  purpose  to  which  the 
hon.  Member  refers,  because  it  is  left 
by  the  will  to  the  heirs  of  a  particular 
family  in  England,  of  whom  there  are 
no  less  than  88.  The  late  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  decided  to  take 
steps  to  got  the  question  settled  by  a 
Court  of  Law,  and  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  the  case  will  be  decided 
shortly  by  the  Judges. 

Ihi.  E.  HAERINGTON  (Kerry,  W.): 
In  the  case  I  have  referred  to,  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  stated  to  the  Court  that  he 
had  no  instructions  from  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland,  and  he  could  not 
accept  bail,  and  in  that  case  the  magis- 
trates felt  themselves  powerless,  although 
they  professed  themselves  willing,  to  ac- 
cept bail.  We  all  know  that  if  the 
representative  of  the  Crown  says — **I 
am  willing  that  bail  should  be  accepted  ; 
there  is  substantial  bail  offered  for  these 
men,  and  I  am  willing  that  it  should  be 
taken,"  the  magistrates  would  consent ; 
and  when  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  stands  up  and  says  he  has 
no  power,  he  might  as  well  say  that  tliis 
Ilouse  has  no  power.  It  is  the  same  now 
as  it  was  in  the  old  Eoman  times — if  the 
Attorney  General  holds  down  his  thumb, 
the  prisoner  is  kept  in ;  if  he  holds  it 
up,  he  is  admitted  to  bail. 

Question  put,  and  negatived. 

Original  Ouestion  put,  and  agreed  to. 

(3.)  £38,861,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
tho  Supremo  Court  of  Judicature  in 
Ireland. 

Mr.  ARTHUE  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal, E.) :  I  desire  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  tho  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  whe- 
ther he  has  recently  given  attention  to 
the  possibility  of  economizing  this 
Vote,  and  also  the  possibility  of 
saving   a  considerable  amount  of  ez- 

JUr.  Jffolmei 


penditure  in  connection  with  the  District 
Registrars  in  Ireland?  There  was  a 
very  able  Minute  drawn  up  some  two 
years  ago,  I  fancy  by  the  right  hon.'and 
learned  Gentleman  himself — it  was  of 
such  ability  that  I  may  naturally  ascribe 
it  to  the  right  hon.  andloarned  Gentleman 
— in  which  the  opinion  was  expressed 
that  tho  Clerks  of  the  Crown  are 
thoroughly  capable  of  performing  the 
duties  now  discharged  by  the  District 
Registrars.  The  writer  went  on  to  ex- 
press tho  belief  that  the  Revenue  does 
not  secure  anything  like  the  amount  it 
ought  to  secure  in  respect  to  letters  of 
administration  and  Probate  generallj, 
especially  since  the  Land  Act  of  1870, 
and  more  especially  since  the  Land  Act 
of  1881.  This  is  a  question  of  consider- 
able importance  not  only  with  regard  to 
the  expenditure  under  this  Vote,  but  also 
with  respect  to  tho  Revenue. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  The  Committee  is  aware  that  I 
have  only  been  in  Office  a  few  weeks ; 
during  thai  time  a  great  many  matters 
have  been  brought  under  my  notice,  but 
amongst  them  there  has  not  been  that 
to  which  the  hon .  ^[ember  has  referred. 
Now  that  he  has  directed  my  attention 
to  it,  I  will  give  it  tho  great  consi- 
deration it  deserves,  with  the  view  of 
carrying  out  as  far  as  possible  the  recom- 
mendations contained  in  the  Minute  he 
has  alluded  to. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(4.)  £7,835,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Registry  of  Deeds,  Ireland. 

MB.MURPHY(Dublin,St.Patrick's): 
Mr.  Courtney,  I  rise  to  call  attention  to 
tho  claims  of  the  second  and  third  class 
clerks  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds  Office, 
Dublin.  The  circumstances  regarding 
tho  position  of  these  clerks  is  pretty  weU 
known,  as  they  have  been  more  than 
once  the  subject  of  discussion  in  this 
Ilouse.  It  was  admitted  on  all  hands 
that  those  clerks  had  exceptional 
grievances  to  complain  of ;  but  as  they 
have  been  now  partially  redressed,  I 
need  not  go  back  on  the  question  fur- 
ther than  the  year  1878.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  year  1878  a  Rojal 
Commission  was  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  organization  of  the  Begistiy  of 
Deeds  Office.  In  October,  1880,  that 
Commission  issued  a  Beport,  and  one 
recommendation,  amongst  othersi  wi 
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"That  the  present  second  aad third  oliuaeshe 
united  aa  a  second  cloas,  the  salariei  ti  com- 
meoce  at  £90,  and  to  advance  by  yearly  inore. 
meDte  of  £10  to  £300,  the  present  maximum  of 
the  second  class," 

Notwithstanding  that  the  Commiaaion 
thua  reported  nothing  was  done  in  re- 
^I'd  to  the  organization  oftheOfBce; 
but  during  the  period  froml880  to  1B85, 
various  eSbrts  were  made  to  induce  the 
Treasury  to  give  effect  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Eoyal  Com  mission. 
In  1885  the  Troaaury  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  again  into  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  this  Office, and  thia 
Treasury  Committee  iasued  a  Report 
which  confirmed  the  recommendations  of 
the  Eoyal  Commisaion  asfarasthe  second 
and  third  claaa  clerks  were  concerned. 
This  Report  was  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House  during  the  laat  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment, but  a  copy  of  which  unfortunately 
I  have  not  been  able  to  procure  in  the 
Library.  The  result  of  the  Report, 
however,  waa  that  the  Treasury  issued  a 
Minute  based  upon  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  and  upon  the  provisions  of 
the  Report  of  the  Royal  Commiaaion. 
The  Minute  was  as  follows  :  — 

"The  present  second  and  third  classes  sliall 
be  united,  the  salaries  of  the  clerks  rising  by 
£10a-yeaTtoa  maximum  of  £300  a-year,  and 
from  the  let  April  next  each  clerkwho  wasiathe 
third  flBBB  on  the  30th  October,  IBSO,  shall  re- 
ceive the  rato  of  aalary  to  which  he  would  have 
attuined  if  this  regulation  had  talcen  effect  at 
the  eud  of  that  Qnancial  year," 

The  meaning  of  that  recommendation 
'was  that  the  clerks  should  enjoy  hence- 
forth the  rate  of  salary  to  which  they 
would  at  this  period  have  attained  if 
the  recommendation  of  the  Royal  Com- 
iniaeion  of  1880  had  been  acted  upon  in 
1880.  Well,  Sir,  I  think  that  the  Minute 
of  the  Treasury  carries  with  it  the  juati- 
fication  of  the  claim  I  am  now  about  to 
make  on  behalf  of  these  clerks.  It  is 
quite  clear  that  tlie  Minute  issued  in 
1885-6  is  only  intended  to  take  effect 
at  the  beginning  of  thia  financial  year ; 
but  surely,  if  the  change  is  reasonable 
now,  it  waa  reasonable  in  1880,  when 
the  Goyal  Commiaaion  reported,  and, 
therefore,  the  increments  which  would 
have  accrued  if  the  Minute  had  been 
issued  in  1880  ought  to  be  now  given  to 
the  clerks,  and  treated,  in  fact,  as  bock 
pay  which  is  still  due  to  them.  The 
result  of  the  reorganization  generally 
of  the  Ofilce  is  that  the  sum  of  about 
£2,000  haa  been  saved  annually,  and 
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the  whole  amount  of  the  arrears  of  pay 
which  the  clerks  are  claiming  is  only 
about  £1,400,  or  considerably  under 
one  year's  saving  of  the  reorganized 
Office.  Considering  the  strong  claims 
these  gentleman  have,  and  the  length 
of  time  during  which  these  grievances 
remained  without  any  redress,  I  hope 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr, 
Jackson)  will  put  them  Jn  the  posi- 
tion they  would  have  occupied  if  the 
Treasury  had  at  once  acted  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Royal  Commission, 
without  waiting  for  six  years  to  do  so. 
At  the  present  time  I  only  ask  the  hon. 
Qentleman  to  give  some  promise  that 
he  will  look  into  the  matter  himself,  and 
give  it  the  consideration  it  certainly  de- 
serves. The  concession  desired  is  equit- 
able and  just,  and  one  to  which  the 
clerks  are  very  properly  entitled. 

The  secretary  to  tiie  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  jACKso-y)  (Leeds,  N.)  :  The 
hon.  Member  haa  stated  very  fairly  what 
I  believe  is  the  general  impresaion  of 
what  happened  in  connection  with  the 
reorganization  of  thia  Office.  The  only 
point  of  difference  between  ua  is  this, 
that' there  haa  been  a  little  misappre- 
hension on  the  part  of  the  clerks  aa  to 
what  really  waa  the  meaning  of  the 
Treasury  Minute  to  which  the  hon.  Qen- 
tleman  has  referred.  We  are  only  at 
issue  as  to  the  increments  which  would 
have  been  paid  during  tho  two  periods 
to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  re- 
ferred. This  question  haa  only  been 
brought  to  my  knowledge  to-day.  I  will 
promise  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  I 
will  personally  inquire  into  it,  and  see 
whether  the  clerks  are  fairly  entitled  to 
be  allowed  the  increments. 

Me.  MURPHY:  If  the  Treasury 
Minute  had  been  issued  at  the  time  the 
Royal  Oommiflsion  reported,  they  would 
have  been  rocsiving  this  money  all  the 
time  that  has  since  passed  by.  That  is 
the  ground  on  which  they  make  their 
claim. 

Mr,  JACKSON:  I  would  have  re- 
ferred to  the  Treasary  Minute  if  I  had 
had  time. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) : 
I  should  just  like  to  say  that  if  the 
Treasury  do  not  see  their  way  to 
give  the  entire  sum,  they  might,  at 
all  events,  make  some  allowance  to  the 
clerks. 

Tote  agreed  to. 
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(5.)  £1,163,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Eegistry  of  Judgments,  Ireland. 

(6.)  £26,613,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Irish  Land  Commission. 

Mr.  TUITE  (Westmeath,  N.) :  I  wish 
to  draw  attention  to  a  great  incon- 
venience suffered  by  the  tenants  in  Ire- 
land, owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Chief 
Commissioners  of  the  Land  Court  do 
not  hold  their  Courts  of  Appeal  in  con- 
venient ^centres.  At  present,  tenants 
have  to  go  to  Dublin,  with  the  result 
that  they  lose  very  much  and  the  land- 
lords gain.  Take  the  case  of  a  tenant  with 
seven  or  eight  or  ten  acres  of  land,  when 
the  reduction  made  by  the  Sub-Com- 
missioners is  very  small.  The  amount 
in  dispute  is,  perhaps,  only  £2  or 
£3  a-year ;  but  he  has  to  bring  all  his 
witnesses  to  Dublin,  and  even  then  runs 
the  risk  of  failure.  He  has  to  pay  large 
fees  to  professional  witnesses ;  in  fact, 
the  game  is  not  worth  the  candle.  It  is 
well  known  that  in  several  cases  land- 
lords have  lodged  appeals  simply  because 
they  knew  the  tenants  would  not  contest 
them,  and  the  tenants  have  been  com- 
pelled to  settle  out  of  Court  at  great  loss, 
tlie  landlords  making  their  own  terms. 
Surely  it  is  quite  easy  for  an  ar- 
rangement to  be  made  by  which  the 
Court  of  Appeal  can  hold  its  sittings  in 
convenient  centres.  I  called  attention 
to  this  matter  last  Session,  but  all  to  no 
purpose.  I  trust  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  will  give  his 
attention  to  the  question. 

The  chief  SECEETAEY  for  IEE- 
LAND  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
(Bristol,  W.) :  I  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member  that  appeals  should  be  heard,  as 
far  as  possible,  at  places  convenient  to  the 
appellants.  Of  course,  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioners have  a  considerable  amount  of 
work  in  Dublin,  and  cannot  be  expected 
to  go  about  the  country  as  frequently  as 
Sub-Commissioners  are  sent ;  but  still  I 
think  they  ought  to  make  arrangements 
to  hear  appeals  at  convenient  places,  and 
I  will  call  their  attention  to  the  fact. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(7.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

''That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £54,4*50  (in- 
duding  a  Supplementary  sum  of  £8J63),  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
oomo  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1887«  for  the 
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fc^alaries,  Allowanoes,  and  Ecpenaes  of  Ttrioiu 
County  Court  Officers,  and  of  Magiitratei  in 
Ireland,  and  of  the  Revising  Barristers  of  tbe 
City  of  Dublin." 

Mr.  AETHUE  O'CONNOE  (Done- 
gal, E.) :  I  should  like  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  if  he 
can  now  do  that  which  the  Treaeuij 
official  has  said  they  will  do  ?  It  waa 
pointed  out  before  the  Public  Accounta 
Committee  that  a  number  of  Eesident 
Magistrates  in  Ireland  were  receiving 
under  this  Vote  sums  which  were  ille- 
gally issued.  The  fact  has  been  pointed 
out  by  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor 
General  in  previous  years,  and  some- 
thing has  been  promised  which  was  to 
set  the  matter  right.  This  year,  again, 
a  similar  Eeport  was  made  and  simi- 
lar evidence  given  before  the  Commit- 
tee, and  the  Treasury  promised  to  send 
in  a  Memorandum  to  show  the  posi- 
tion the  Treasury  had  taken  up.  At 
the  time  the  Public  Accounts  Commit- 
tee rose  no  such  Memorandum  waa 
received  ;  therefore,  I  desire  to  ask  the 
hon.  Gentleman  what  the  position  of 
the  Treasury  is  in  the  matter  ? 

The  SECEETAEY  to.  the  TBEA- 
SUEY    (Mr.    Jackson)    (Leeds,    N.}: 
The  position   of  the  Treasury  is  this. 
In   consequence  of  the  Eeport  of  the 
Public  Accounts  Committee  the  Trea- 
sury thought  it  their  duty  to  take  the 
opinion  of  the  Law  Officers.     The  Law 
Officers  expressed  the  opinion  that,  though 
the  course  which  has  been   adopted  is 
within  the  law,  it  is  a  straining  of  the  law. 
Inasmuch  as  we  have  no  power  to  alter 
the  matter  without  legislation,  we  aze 
pressing,  and  shall  continue  to  preaa, 
upon  the  Irish  Office  the  necessity  of  ob- 
taining at  the  earliest,  moment  the  legis- 
lative changes  requisite  to  legalize  that 
which  is  really  a  straining  of  the  law. 
Perhaps  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  accept 
the  assurance  that  that  will  be  done  next 
year. 

Mr.  AETHUE  O'CONNOR:  They 
come  to  this  Committee  and  ask  for 
money  to  be  issued  for  the  purposes  of 
particular  officers  with  regard  to  which 
they  have  already  received  the  opinion 
of  the  Ijaw  Officers  that  the  issuing  of 
the  money  is  illegal,  or  that  at  any  rate 
it  is  a  straining  of  the  law  ! 

Mr.  JACKSON:  The  hon.  Oentle- 
man  will  recollect  I  stated  distinctly  that 
the  opinion  of  the  Law  Officers  waa 
that  what  has  been  done  is  within  the 
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law,  but  tkax  it  was  a  ssndiiiBg  of  tlie 
law.  and  that,  therefore,  we  propose  to 
do  that  which  we  hold  to  be  onr  d«ar 
datr,  to  put  the  mair^r  light  bj  obtain- 
ing the  necessarv  ]e=ri*3*tion. 

Mr.  AETHUB  OOliXXOB:  WiU 
the  hon.  Gientlenian  lay  ou  the  Table  the  \ 
Memorandum  which  the  TieasuiT  o£-  \ 
cial  was  to  present,  but  did  not  present  ?  j 

Mr.  JACKSC»X  :  C^rtainlr.  ~  ! 

Mr.  J.  O'OjXNOR    Tip^Taiy,  S.  :  ? 
It  is  not  mv  intention  at  this  late  hour  of ' 
the  night  ;il.2n   to  occupT  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  at  as  great  a  length 
as  I  would  had  the  hour  been  earlier; 
but  it  is  my  intention  to  more  the  reduc-  ' 
tion  of  theVote  by  the  sum  of  £1,000, 
the  amount  of  the   salary  of    Captain  ' 
Plunkett,  the  Special Besident  Magistrate 
of  the  Cork  District.     I  do  so   on  the  . 
ground  that  Captain  Plunkett,  by  the  . 
suppression  of  the  rif^ht  of  public  meet-  . 
ing  in  the  South  of  Ireland,  and  by  his 
failure  to  bring  the  guilty  to  justice,  has 
created  ill-will,  and  that  it  is,  in  the  in- 
terest of  good  government  and  respect 
for  the  administration  of  the  law,  expe- 
dient that  he  should  be  dismissed  from 
his  position  as  Special  Besident  Magis- 
trate.    Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  think  it  needs 
any  words  of  mine  to  arouse  in  the  minds 
of  Englishmen  indignation  at  the  sup- 
pression of  the  liberty  of  the  people  to 
indulge  in   free  speech.     The  value  of 
free  speech  and  public  meeting  is  well 
known   to     Englishmen.       They    have 
fought  for  and  exercised  that  right,  and 
to  the  exercise  of  that  right  is  due  the 
possession  of  those  great  liberties  and 
privileges  that  the  English  people  enjoy 
above  the  people,  perhaps,  of  any  other 
country  on  the  face  of  the  earth.     But, 
Sir,  in  Ireland  the  right  of  public  meet- 
ing and  of  free  speech  is  of  greater  con- 
sequence and  necessity  than  it  is,  per- 
haps, in  any  other  country.     It  is  well 
known  by  all  hon.  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee that  there  are  many  grievances 
to  be  redressed  in  Ireland.     To  the  agi- 
tation that  has  taken  place  from  time  to 
time  is  due  the  fact  that  some  of  the  dis- 
abilities under  which  Irishmen  at  one 
time  laboured   have  been  removed ;  it 
was  due  to  agitation  and  to  public  meet- 
ing that  the  recent  very  necessary  legis- 
lation has  taken  place,  that  the  land  laws 
have    been  reformed,    that   grievances 
have  been  remedied ;  and  it  is  to  the 
right  of  public  meeting  and  to  the  right 
to  agitation  that  the  Irish  people  look 


for  tlie  ranoTml  of  •▼•it  gii^Tttnte 
under  which  they  suffer.  Well,  Cip- 
tain  Plunkett^  who  occupies  the  position 
of  Special  Besident  Magistrate  in  the 
South  of  Ireland.'  has  int»^x^  with 
this  right  that  is  of  so  much  consoouenoe 
to  the  people.  And  not  only  has  ne  in« 
terfer«d  with  the  right  of  holding  pub« 
lie  meetings  but  he  has  oppreetsed  the 
people  in  an  unnecessarily  harsh  and 
trrannical  manner.  Without  further 
preface,  and  in  order  to  keep  my  word 
with  the  Committee,  I  shall  relate  briery 
the  manner  in  which  Captain  Plunkett 
has  carried  out  his  functions.  I  shall 
have  to  go  back  and  quote  fram  news- 
paper reports  of  as  far  back  as  ISS^")  in 
order  to  prove  my  contention — namely, 
that  by  retaining  this  Special  Besident 
Magistrate  the  Qovernment  are  doing 
themselves  an  injustice,  and  doing  what 
is  only  calculated  to  bring  the  adminis* 
tration  of  the  law  into  disrepute.  Tk^ 
Cork  Herald  of  October  22,  1883,  said— 

**  The  National  League  meeting  announced 
to  be  held  at  Innisoarra  yeeterdav  was  pro* 
claimed  in  pursuance  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant's 
Proclamation  to  that  effect  issued  on  Friday 
last." 

The  Proclamation  was  issued  on  the 
Friday  and  posted  on  the  Saturday.  It 
was,  therefore,  utterly  impossible  for  the 
people  who  lived  widely  apart  from  each 
other  to  know  that  such  a  Proclamation 
had  been  made. 

**  In  connection  with  the  suppression  of  the 
meeting  a  large  force  of  the  Hoyal  Irish  Con- 
stabulary was  drafted  to  the  place  where  it  was 
intended  to  hold  the  meeting,  and  a  Constabu- 
larv  force,  if  required,  was  also  at  hand.  In 
addition.  Dr.  Townshend  was  present  in  case  it 
was  necessary  to  bring  his  services  into  requisi- 
tion.*' 

I  shall  not  use  the  many  quotations!  have 
prepared  to  show  how  elaborate  were  tho 
arrangements  made  by  Captain  Plunkett 
in  order  to  scatter  the  people  who  came 
there  in  the  exercise  of  their  right,  and 
to  show  the  imnecossarily  harsh  and 
tyrannical  manner  in  which  Captain 
Plunkett  acted  in  the  suppression  of  tho 
meetings  of  the  Land  League.  I  was 
announced  to  attend  tho  meeting  at 
Inniscarra.  Although  I  know  the  meet- 
ing was  proclaimed  I  felt  it  my  duty  to 
go  where  I  know  the  people  would  bo  as- 
sembled. Knowing  well  tho  disposition 
of  Captain  Plunkett,  knowing  well  that 
ho  desired  to  come  into  conflict  with  the 
people,  knowingwell  that  ho  was  anxious 
to  imbrue  his  hands  in  the  blood  of  the 
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people— [OtM  o/"Order !"  a«J"  With- 
draw!"] 

The  chairman  :  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  will  see  the  propriety  of  modi- 
fying that  phrase. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOR:  Well,  Mr. 
Courtney,  I  am  called  upon  by  you  to 
withdraw  the  expression,  and  I  will  do 
so.  From  my  knowledge,  however,  of 
the  disposition  of  Captain  Plunkett,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it 
would  be  with  the  greatest  pleasure  he 
would  come  into  conflict  with  the  people, 
in  order  that  he  might  hurl  the  force  at 
his  disposal  against  them. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL : 
I  appeal  to  you,  Mr.  Courtney,  whether 
it  is  within  the  privilege  of  debate  in 
this  House  to  bring  charges  of  this  kind 
against  a  public  servant  ? 

The  chairman  :  I  think  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  see  he  is  approaching 
the  verge  of  discretion,  and  that  lie 
might  use  language  better  befitting  this 
Assembly. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOR  (who  was  received 
with  cries  of  **  Withdraw  !") :  I  have, 
at  the  request  of  the  Chairman,  modified 
tho  phrase  I  originally  used.  I  have 
fulfilled  the  obligation ;  it  is  the  Chair  I 
obey,  and  not  hon.  Members  who  sit  in 
judgment,  and  who  contribute  nothing 
to  the  deliberations  of  the  Committee 
but  demonstrative  shouts.  I  was  about 
to  say,  when  I  was  interrupted  by  the 
noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Randolph 
Churchill),  that  the  Government  will, 
perhaps,  be  thankful  to  mo  at  the  close 
of  my  remarks  for  having  shown  up  the 
character  of  a  man  in  their  service  whose 
actions  are  not  calculated  to  bring  the 
administration  of  the  law  in  Ireland  into 
repute.  I  have  already  said  I  went  to 
the  place  where  the  meeting  was  to  be 
held,  and  I  asked  Captain  Plunkett  to 
allow  me  to  address  the  people,  in  order 
that  I  might  advise  them  to  disperse  ; 
and  what  was  the  answer  I  received 
from  Captain  Plunkett  ?     He  said — 

*•  I  will  not ;  tho  pooplo  havo  boon  warned 
not  to  assomblc,  and  I  will  not  allow  you  to 
speak  to  them.  There  havo  been  Proclamii- 
tions  posted  up  all  round  hero,  and  that,  alon^ 
with  what  I  have  already  said,  is  notification 
enough.'' 

I  protested  that  tho  notification  was  not 
Bufficient ;  that,  as  tho  meeting  was  only 
proclaimed  on  the  Saturday,  tho  people 
did  not  know  of  tho  Proclamation ;  and 
I  added  that  I  came  specially  to  speak 

Mr.  J.  O'Connor  {Tipper ary^  8.) 


to  the  people  and  advise  them  to  retam 
to  their  homes.  I  was  anxious  that  the 
people  should  not  give  Captain  Plunkett 
and  his  associates  the  cliance  which  I 
believed  they  desired— of  coming  into 
conflict  with  them.  And  what  was  the 
result  ? 

"  County  Inspector  Kor  rushed  up,  with  a 
copy  of  tho  Proclamation,  and  inquirea  if  it  wti 
wanted  ?  Captain  Plunkett  said  *  No ;  he  had  a 
copy  in  his  pocket;'  and  told  Inspector  Ker 
to  send  up  a  dozen  men.  Mr.  0*Connor  Mud, 
*  There  is  no  necessity,  we  know  how  to  con- 
duct ourselves.*  " 

A  body  of  police  then  got  on  the  west 
side,  and  drove  the  people  away ;  it  is 
not  strictly  correct  to  say  they  were  dis- 
persed, they  were  driven  off  bodily,  as 
a  prominent  member  of  the  National 
League  said,  *'  as  you  would  drive  a  lot 
of  cows."  I  saw  the  police,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Plunkett,  use  their 
batons  and  the  butt  ends  of  their 
rifles  to  drive  the  people  away.  That 
circumstance  alone  goes  to  prove  the 
correctness  of  my  contention — that  the 
police  under  Captain  Plunkett  were  not 
anxious  that  those  who  promoted  the 
meeting  should  advise  the  people  to  dis- 
perse quietly  and  peacefully  to  their 
homes,  as  they  always  did  under  such 
circumstances,  but  that  there  was  adespe- 
rate  anxiety  on  the  part  of  the  autho- 
rities to  bring  about  a  conflict  between 
the  people  and  the  police.  I  wish,  how- 
ever, to  abbreviate  my  remarks,  and  will 
not,  therefore,  read  the  accounts  of  meet- 
ings at  Ovens,  Missadagh,  Castle  Lvons, 
Killamullet,  and  elsewhere.  At  all  the 
meetings,  under  similar  circumstances, 
I  was  present.  At  all  the  meetings  the 
Proclamations  were  not  posted  until  the 
Saturday  night ;  and  this  was  done,  I 
believe,  by  Captain  Plunkett,  in  order 
that  the  people  might  assemble  and  be 
dispersed  with  rigour.  I  have  seen  the 
police  rush  upon  the  people,  and,  in  the 
most  unnecessar}''  and  harsh  manner, 
beat  them  with  the  butt  ends  of  their 
rifles.  Two  women  have  had  their  ribs 
broken  from  that  kind  of  treatment. 
Men  and  women  have  been  thrown  down 
and  wounded  by  the  constables.  All 
these  things  have  been  done  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Plunkett,  and  I 
mention  them  in  support  of  my  conten- 
tion that  Captain  Plunkett  has  acted 
with  the  greatest  tyranny  in  proclaiming 
meetings,  and  has  also  made  use  of  un- 
necessarily harsh  measures  in  dispersing 
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them.  Why  has  he  suppressed  these 
meetings?  Has  it  been  because  of  crime 
committed  in  the  district  ?  Has  it  been 
because  any  Tiolent  language  was  in- 
dulged in  by  those  who  spoke  to  the 
people  at  such  meetings  ?  Has  it  been 
because  murder  had  been  committed  ? 
Nothing  of  the'kind,  as  I  can  prove  by 
quoting  the  statistics  of  crime  for  six 
months  previous  to  the  meetings.  Be- 
sides threatening  letters,  there  were,  in 
August  of  that  year,  two  outrages  re- 
ported in  the  East  Riding,  and  one  in 
the  West  Biding,  those  two  divisions 
comprising  the  whole  of  the  county  of 
Cork.  In  September  there  were  five 
in  the  East,  and  two  in  the  West;  in 
October,  two  in  tlie  East,  and  two  in  the 
West ;  in  November,  one  in  the  East, 
and  none  in  the  West;  in  December, 
one  in  the  East,  and  again  a  virgin 
record  in  the  West;  and  in  ^January, 
one  in  the  East,  and  two  in  the  West 
Biding.  During  that  period  the  only 
serious  case  reported  was  the  man- 
slaughter of  a  man  named  Spence,  and 
that  was  entirely  of  a  non-agrarian 
character.  The  unfortunate  murder  of 
Spence  was  altogether  a  family  affair, 
a  family  quarrel  arising  out  of  disputes 
concerning  land.  Of  this  unfortunate 
occurrence,  it  would  appear  it  was  made 
a  pretext  for  suppressing  meetings  all 
round  the  county  of  Cork  in  an  un- 
necessarily harsh  manner.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers generally  have  a  little  regard  for 
the  right  of  public  meeting;  I  am  sure 
there  is  not  an  Englishman  alive  who 
does  not  respect  that  bulwark  of  the 
British  Constitution  ;  but  it  would  appear 
that  hon.  Members  on  the  other  side  are 
quite  satisfied  to  have  the  British  Con- 
stitution outraged  in  any  manner  pos- 
sible, so  long  as  the  outrage  is  committed 
on  the  persona  and  liberties  of  the  Irish 
people.  That  was  the  state  of  the 
county  at  the  time  Captain  Plunkett 
selected  as  the  fitting  one  for  suppressing 
these  meetings,  held  for  a  perfectly 
legal  purpose,  for  the  redress  of 
grievances,  for  impressing  upon  Parlia- 
ment the  necessity  of  pasvsing  legislation 
for  ameliorating  the  condition  of  Ire- 
land. The  same  story  may  be  told  of 
all  Captain  Plunkett's  actions  in  con- 
ne(tion  with  the  suppression  of  meetings 
in  Cork  for  a  long  time.  But  that  is 
not  the  only  ground  upon  which  I  call 
for  the  dismissal  of  Captain  Plunkett. 
I  will  pass  over  many  other  peccadilloes 
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of  this  worthy  magistrate,  and  only  just 
mention  that  which  created  much  ill- 
feeling  in  connection  with  the  man 
named  Hallisay.  This  man  was  said  to 
have  been  fired  at,  and  after  a  little 
time  he  got  police  protection ;  and  then, 
in  a  short  time,  his  story  was  found  to 
be  a  bogus  one.  But  the  man  was  left 
on  Captain  Plunkett's  hands;  and,  in 
order  to  get  rid  of  him,  he  sought  to 
infiict  a  fine  on  the  people  of  the  dis- 
trict by  saying  that  unless  they  sub- 
scribed to  emigrate  the  perjured  ruffian 
he  would  put  into  the  district  a  certain 
number  of  extra  constables,  for  whom 
the  people  would  have  to  pay.  To 
satisfy  the  whim  of  this  special  magis- 
trate, the  alternative  was  presented  to 
the  people  to  be  mulcted  for  the  exporta- 
tion of  Hallisay,  or  to  submit  to  the 
blood  tax  put  upon  them  by  police  being 
drafted  off  for  Hallisay's  protection. 
This  was  another  of  the  admirable 
modes  Captain  Plunkett  adopted  to  pre- 
serve the  peace  of  the  county  by  the 
operation  of  law  he  was  sent  there  to 
administer.  But  it  is  my  intention  to 
ask  for  the  dismissal  of  Captain  Plunkett 
on  other  grounds.  Captain  Plunkett  has 
failed  to  bring  the  guilty  to  justice,  and 
it  is  under  his  reign  that  the  recru- 
descence of  outrage  has  occurred  in 
County  Kerry.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that,  all 
over  Ireland  for  the  last  two  years,  there 
has  been  an  extraordinary  degree  of 
peace  and  quietness  and  an  absence  of 
outrage  ?  Except  in  one  small  spot  in 
Kerry  the  state  of  Ireland  is  what  we 
all  desire.  If  it  is  not  so,  why  does  not 
the  Government  come  forward  and  ask 
for  special  provisions  to  put  down,  as 
a  reason  for  doing  so,  the  abnormal 
state  of  things?  Why  do  they  not 
bring  in  a  Coercion  Bill,  if  the  ordinary 
law  is  not  sufficient  to  cope  with  the 
ordinary  state  of  society  in  Ireland? 
Except  in  the  one  spot  presided  over  by 
Captain  Plunkett,  all  Ireland,  under  the 
ordinary  magistrates,  is  in  its  normal 
peaceful  condition.  But  under  this 
man,  who  can  do  nothing  but  suppress 
meetings,  under  his  administration 
of  the  law  for  the  special  protection  of 
the  district  there  is  a  recrudescence  of 
crime,  to  the  disgrace  of  the  district, 
and  the  sorrow  of  every  man  who  wishes 
well  to  his  country.  But  those  who 
know  Captain  Plunkett  know  how  he 
performs  his  duties.  Instead  of  being 
in  Kerry,  looking  after  the  police  who 
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fail  to  do  their  duty,  he  is  promenading 
the  streets  of  the  capital  of  the  South  of 
Ireland  with  the  fashionable  people  of 
the  locality,  and  a  train  of  detectives  at 
his  heels.     There  has  been  a  recrudes- 
cence of  crime  in  Kerry;  but  Captain 
Flunkett  has  failed  to  bring  any  of  the 
perpetrators  of  outrage  to  justice.  Why, 
in  one  remarkable  case  that  occurred  at 
Oastlefen  in  the  parish  of  Fires,  when 
a  dreadful  affair  ensued  owing  to  the 
insensate  folly  of  some  young  people  of 
the  district,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
heroism  of  a  young  lady,  the  daughter 
of  the  man  who  was  killed — but  for  her 
bravery  in  tearing  the  mask  off  one  of 
the  men,  if  it  bad  not  been  for  that  cir- 
cumstance that  crime  would  have  been 
unpunished   to   this   day  for  anything 
Captain  Flunkett  had  done  to  bring  it 
to  light.      The  restoration  of  order  in 
Kerry  has  very  properly  been  taken  out 
of  his  hands.   Major  General  Buller  has 
been  sent  to  Kerry   to  do  that  which 
Captain  Flunkett  failed  to  accomplish, 
to  restore  order  which  has  become  dis- 
order under  his  management.     Then, 
what  is  the  object  of  keeping  this  spe- 
cial magistrate ;    when   his  occupation 
is  gone  can  he  not  be  dismissed  ?  When 
a  Tory  Ministry  was  in  power  a  short 
time    ago,  instructions  were    given   to 
diminish  the  staff  of  Captain  Flunkett. 
The  detective  police  there  had  received 
orders  to  betake  themselves  to  their  re- 
spective barracks ;  and  the  lease  of  the 
house  he  occupied,  and  which  he  had 
purchased,  was  to  have  been   sold.     I 
suppose  all  that  was  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  rid  of  this  man,  the  last  remain- 
ing remnant  of  the  special  provisions 
introduced  by  Lord  Spencer  when  ho 
appointed  special  magistrates.     Is  there 
not  a  double  reason  for  getting  rid  of 
him  now  ?    His  functions  as  restorer  of 
order  in  Kerry  and  Cork  have  ceased  ; 
they  have   been    placed    in    far  abler 
hands.     There  are  now  no  meetings  he 
could  suppress   in   the   manner  before 
stated ;  the  two  purposes  for  which  ho 
has  hitherto  existed  now  no  longer  re- 
quire him.     Why,  then,  retain  a  man 
who    has    outraged    the    principles  of 
liberty,    and   has   failed   to   bring  the 
guilty  to  justice ;   who   has   failed  in 
every  respect  for  which  a  special  magis- 
trate is  wanted  to  exercise  his  functions  ? 
On  those  grounds  I  ask  the  Chief  Se- 
oretary   to  consider   the   case  I   have 
made.    To  fulfil  my  promise  to  be  brief, 

Mr.  J.  (y  Connor  {Tipper ary^  8.) 


I  have  curtailed  many  things  upon 
which  I  could  wish  to  dwell ;  and  I  ask 
the  Government  and  the  Committee,  for 
their  own  sakes,  for  the  sake  of  the 
Constitution  I  believe  we  respect  and 
pretend  to  extend  to  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, for  the  sake  of  that  sacred  right 
of  public  meeting  and  free  speech  tiiis 
man  has  outraged  in  every  partionlar, 
and  for  the  sake  of  peace  and  good  order 
and  respect  for  the  administration  of  the 
law,  I  ask  the  Government  to  dismiss 
this  man.  In  order  to  protest  against 
his  conduct  in  the  past,  and  to  prevent 
a  repetition  of  it  in  the  future,  I  move 
to  reduce  the  Vote  by  £1,000. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

''That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £53,450  (in- 
cluding a  Supplementary  sum  of  £8.763),  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  Ibe  lam 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  durinj^  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  for  the 
Salaries,  Allowances,  and  Expenses  of  Tarioof 
County  Court  Officers,  and  of  Magistrates  in 
Ireland,  and  of  the  Revising  Barristers  of  the 
City  of  Dublin."— (JTr.  John  O'Connor,) 

The  chief  SECRETARY  pob 
IRELAND  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Bxach) 
(Bristol,  W.) :  When  the  hon.  Member 
commenced  his  remarks  he  described  a 
state  of  things  in  Ireland  at  which  I 
confess  I  was  surprised.  The  hon. 
Member  spoke  of  the  suppression  of  the 
right  of  public  meeting,  and  of  free 
speech ;  but  I  am  under  the  impression 
that  the  right  of  public  meeting  and  of 
free  speech  exists  as  freely  now  in  Ire- 
land as  in  England,  though  I  am  afraid 
they  are  more  frequently  abused.  But 
when  the  hon.  Member  began  to  ex- 
plain to  the  Committee  his  main  reason 
for  objecting  to  the  salary  of  Captain 
Flunkett,  the  Committee  must  have 
heard  with  astonishment  that  it  related 
to  a  matter  which  occurred  three  years 
ago,  and  reflected  nothing  at  all  against 
Captain  Flunkett.  If  there  was  any- 
thing in  the  statement  the  hon.  Member 
made,  reflecting  against  any  person,  it 
was  against  Lord  Spencer,  the  Viceroy, 
under  whose  Froclamation  Captain  Flun- 
kett acted,  and  whose  orders,  accord- 
ing to  his  duty,  he  carried  out.  I 
do  not  say  whether  the  Froclamation 
or  the  orders  were  right  or  wrong. 
On  the  Bench  opposite  sits  a  former 
Colleague  of  Lord  Spencer,  and  it  is 
possible  for  that  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  defend  Lord  Spencer,  if  it  is  neces- 
sary.   All  that  happened  in  1883  was 
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that  Lord  Spencer,  in  tlie  exercise  of 
the  powers  entrusted  to  him  by  the 
Crimes  Act,  proclaimed  certain  meetings 
in  the  county  of  Cork.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber insisted  on  attending  those  meet- 
ings, although  they  were  proclaimed, 
and  Captain  Plunkett  very  properly  and 
rightly  put  down  those  meetings ;  and, 
in  doing  so,  did  his  duty  as  a  magistrate 
and  deserved  well  of  his  country.  The 
hon.  Member  talks  of  the  tyranny  of 
Captain  Plunkett,  and  his  desire  to 
provoke  a  conflict  between  the  people 
and  the  police.  I  think  I  have  never 
beard  a  more  outrageous,  more  un- 
founded charge  made  against  a  public 
servant.  If  the  hon.  Member  believed 
in  his  statement,  why  did  he  not  address 
it  to  the  House  three  vears  ago  ? 

Me.  WILLIAM  KEDMOND  said,  it 
was  so  addressed  over  and  over  again. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH: 
Why  did  not  the  hon.  Member  bring  his 
charges  forward  when  the  late  Govern- 
ment were  in  Office  ?  He  makes  his  state- 
ment now  upon  matters  with  which  the 
present  Government  have  nothing  what- 
ever to  do,  and  of  which  they  can  know 
absolutely  nothing.  All  that  he  has 
said,  if  he  has  any  cause  for  complaint, 
ought  to  have  been  made  a  complaint 
against  the  Government  that  ordered 
Captain  Plunkett  to  do  as  he  did.  The 
hon.  Member  says  that  Captain  Plunkett 
should  not  be  continued  in  oflSce,  because 
he  has  been  superseded  in  Kerry.  He 
has  a  large  and  difficult  district  to  manage 
— Cork  and  Limerick,  besides  Kerry,  now 
under  Sir  Redvers  Buller's  control ;  and 
I  will  venture  to  say,  what  I  have  heard 
from  every  quarter  in  Ireland,  that  there 
is  no  more  able  or  efficient  magistrate  in 
the  county  than  Captain  Plunkett.  He 
has  done  his  duty  well  in  the  past;  I 
believe  he  is  doing  it  now  ;  and  that  he 
will  do  it  well  in  the  future.  He  has  not 
been  superseded  in  Kerry  for  any  de- 
fault on  his  part ;  but  the  Government 
had  sent  General  Buller  there  because 
they  think  it  right,  in  face  of  the  grave 
and  serious  difficulties  that  exist,  that  a 
man  of  great  experience  and  ability, 
coming  to  the  work  with  a  fresh  mind, 
should  endeavour  to  cope  with  the  law- 
less state  of  the  country  by  re-organizing 
and  improving  tho  force  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  Government,  in  the  hope 
that  law  and  order  may  be  main- 
tained without  asking  the  House  for  ex- 
traordinary powers.     That  is  all  we  have 


done  in  regard  to  Captain  Plunkett,  in 
whom  the  Government  still  place  the 
fullest  confidence  with  reference  to  the 
district  with  which  he  is  at  present  en- 
trusted. I  must  conclude,  as  I  began, 
by  saying  that  a  more  unjust,  more  un- 
founded attack  on  the  salary  of  a  public 
servant  I  have  never  heard. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary,  who  by  sufferance  is  try- 
ing to  govern  Ireland,  has  given  a  fair 
specimen  of  the  spirit  in  which  he  will 
proceed.  A  more  outrageous  answer  to 
a  legitimate  case  was  never  given  by  an 
official  in  the  House.  It  seems  to  be  a 
settled  tradition  of  the  Tory  policy  that 
no  Member  should  get  up  from  the  Tory 
Benches  to  speak  on  an  Irish  question 
without  having  a  kick  at  Lord  Spencer. 
I  do  not  think  that  any  feeling  but  that 
of  disgust  will  meet  this  action  of  the 
Tory  Party.  I  have  myself  opposed 
Lord  Spencer's  policy,  and  am  an  op- 
ponent at  this  time  even  of  the  policy 
ho  pursued.  I  attacked  him  when  he 
followed  a  policy  I  considered  wrong ; 
but  the  Tory  Party  supported  Lord 
Spencer  when  he  carried  out  their  policy, 
and  then  denounced  him  the  moment 
they  got  into  Office.  The  noble  Lord 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  in- 
troduced a  demeanour  and  style  of  lan- 
guage hitherto  unprecedented ;  and  his 
contortions  are  scarcely  worthy  of  his 
position.  No  sooner  had  he  changed 
his  side  of  the  House  than  he  got  up 
and  denounced  Lord  Spencer,  after  the 
latter  had  risked  his  life  for  three  years 
in  carrying  out  a  Tory  policy  in  Ireland, 
and  now  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
has  what  I  must  call  the  effrontery  to 
get  up  and  denounce  the  policy  of  Lord 
Spencer,  because  it  too  faithfully  carries 
out  the  Tory  traditions  in  Ireland.  Such 
conduct  is  ungenerous,  even  base.  What 
is  the  answer  of  the  Chief  Secretary? 
He  says  that  Captain  Plunkett  has  not 
been  superseded  in  Kerry ;  but  is  it,  or 
is  it  not,  the  fact  that  Captain  Plunkett 
was  formerly  the  superior  authority,  but 
now  has  to  report  to  Sir  Kedvers  Buller, 
and  is  not  Captain  Plunkett,  therefore, 
superseded  ?  I  can  understand  the 
sympathy  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
for  persons  superseded  by  others — such 
an  experience  is  not  unfamiliar  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  his  own  career ; 
and,  perhaps,  Captain  Plunkett  is  quite 
as  satisfied  with  his  position  as  is  the 
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right  hon.  Gentleman  with  his  own; 
but,  all  the  same,  ho  is  superseded.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  made  an  excuse 
that  it  was  necessary  to  bring  a  fresh 
mind  to  the  consideration  of  the  state  of 
Kerry.  We  have  had  a  fresh  mind 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  condition  of 
this  House,  but  are  not  much  impressed 
by  this  eham  exhibition  of 

The  chairman  :  I  must  call  on 
the  hon.  Member  to  observe  the  amenities 
of  debate. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR:    The  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  by  his    exhibition  of 
Parliamentary  passion,  has  sought   to 
evade  the  real  question  before  the  Com- 
mittee.     What  has   he    to  say  to  the 
statement  that,  under  Captain  Plunkett, 
crime  has  increased  in  Kerry?     Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  deny  that  ?     Can 
he  instance  a  single  case  of  serious  crime 
in  which  Captain  Plunkett  has  brought 
the  criminal  to  justice  ?    Yet  this  gen- 
tleman, who  has  given  gross  and  un- 
deniable proofs  of  his  incompetency  as 
a  preserver  of  the  peace,  is  kept  in  office, 
merely  in  order  that  the  Estimates  may 
be  swelled,  so  that  he,  whom  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  chooses  to  regard  as  a 
deserving  officer,  may  be  pensioned  at 
the    expense    of    the   taxpayers.     The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says  that  Captain 
Plunkett  deserves  well  of  the  country 
for  putting  down  public  meetings,  and 
that  he  has  only  carried  out  the  views 
of  Lord  Spencer.     I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther that  is  the  case  or  not ;  but  I  sup- 
pose Lord  Spencer  proclaimed  meetings 
on  the  advice  of  local  magistrates  like 
Captain    Plunkett.      On   the   whole,  I 
should    say  that,  while   Lord   Spencer 
must  be  held  responsible  for  the  Pro- 
clamation,  the  advice    emanated  from 
Captain  Plunkett.   When  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says  Captain  Plunkett   de- 
serves well  of  his  country  for  putting 
down  meetings,  what  country  does  he 
mean  ?     [Lord   Randolph  Churchill  : 
The  United  Kingdom.]     I  must  go  to  a 
somewhat    higher    and    more    reliable 
authority    than    the    noble    Lord.      Is 
putting  down   meetings   a  public   ser- 
vice?    Has  any  Government  ventured 
to  put  down  meetings  in  this  country  ? 
Yes;    it   was   drme    in    1806    by   Lord 
Castlereagh  and  Lord  Sidmouth ;    but 
not  an  Englishman  now  but  denounced 
the  action,  be  ho  Tory  or  Liberal.     A 
Gt>vernment  cannot  carry  out  in   1886 
what  it  was  possible  to  do  in  1806.     1 1 

Mr.  T.  P.  0*  Connor 


hope  a  division  will  be  taken,  if  only  to 
teach  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  that  not  by  simulated 
indignation  and  violent  language  can 
such  a  case  be  disposed  of. 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  If  the 
present  Government  wishes  to  create 
disorder  in  the  South  of  Ireland,  they 
have  nothing  else  to  do  than  persist  in 
the  course  which  has  been  inaugurated 
in  Ireland  by  the  noble  Lord  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer.  [^ConttMied 
interruption.'] 

Me.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  As 
a  protest  against  the  conduct  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  I  move  that  Pro- 
gress be  reported. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.''  —  {Mr. 
Clancy,) 

Mr.  WILLIAM  EEDMOND  (Fer- 
managh, N.) :  I  beg  to  support  that 
proposal.  It  is  absolutely  out  of  place 
that  Irish  Members,  when  ventilating 
their  grievances  in  this  House,  should 
be  met  with  these  continuous  interrup- 
tions. [** Divide,  divide!  "]  I  proteet 
against  these  attempts  to  prevent  our 
voices  being  heard  in  this  House. 
['* Divide,  divide!"! 

The  CHAIEMAN  :  I  appeal  to  hon. 
Members  on  both  sides  to  preserve 
Order. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  EEDMOND :  I  only 
.rose  to  say  that  I  supported  the  Motion 
of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Dub- 
lin County,  North  (Mr.  Clancy)  for  Pro- 
gress, simply  as  a  protest  against  the 
treatment  we  have  received  in  stating 
our  case.  We  have  a  right  to  be  hear^ 
and  I  repeat  that  this  Motion  is  the  only 
way  in  which  we  can  protest  against 
these  interruptions. 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOE :  I  stated  that  I 
would  be  as  brief  as  possible  in  making 
my  speech  on  this  question,  and  I  point 
out  that  in  doing  so  I  only  occupied 
25  minutes.  When  this  subject  was  in- 
troduced in  1884  by  the  then  Member 
for  Mallow  (Mr.  W.  O'Brien),  I  find 
that  he  occupied  two  hours  in  makiog 
his  statement. 

The  CHAIRMAN  :  I  must  point  out 
to  the  hon.  Member  that  this  is  a  Motion 
to  report  Profrress. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Derby): 
I  hope  this  Motion  will  not  be  pressed. 
There  is  certainly  a  tone  of  impatienoe 
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in  the  Committee^  which  is  perhaps 
natural ;  but  I  think  that  if  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen who  support  the  reduction  of  the 
Vote  are  allowed  to  continue  the  discus- 
sion a  little  lonp^er  we  might  get  to  a 
division  on  the  Vote.  I  do  not  agree 
with  the  view  taken  of  Captain  Plun- 
kett*s  action  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Tipperary  (Mr.  J.  O'Connor); 
but  I  hope  that  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
support  the  Motion  for  the  reduction  of 
the  Vote  will  be  allowed  to  state  their 
reasons  for  so  doinp^. 

Mr.  J.  O^CONNOR:  I  believe  this 
Motion  for  reporting  Progress  will  not 
be  persisted  in,  and  I  ask  my  hon. 
Friends  who  support  my  Motion  to  be 
as  brief  as  possible,  to  follow  my  ex- 
ample, and  bring  this  discussion  to  a 
termination.  I  am  convinced  that  if  my 
hon.  Friends  only  get  fair  play  they 
will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House 
at  great  length.  I  venture  to  express  a 
hope  that  the  Motion  for  reporting  Pro- 
gross  will  be  withdrawn. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  (Armagh, 
N.) :  I  have  one  observation  to  make 
with  regard  to  the  speeches  of  hon. 
Members  opposite.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby  (Sir 
William  Harcourt)  says  there  have  been 
signs  of  impatience  during  the  speeches 
of  hon.  Members  opposite.  Undoubt- 
edly, there  have  been  signs  of  im- 
patience ;  but  allow  me  to  remark  that 
this  is  not  directed  against  the  ventila- 
tion of  grievances  by  hon.  Members 
opposite,  but  it  has  arisen  because  speech 
after  speech  has  been  delivered  by  them 
exactly  similar  in  tendency  and  effect. 
It  has  been  the  same  speech  made  over 
and  over  again.     [*'  Order,  order  I'H 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  rise 
to  Order.  I  wish  to  know  whether  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  is  speaking  to 
the  Question  before  the  Committee  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  is  replying  to  the  argu- 
ments of  those  who  desire  to  report 
Progress. 

Mr.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.,  and  Sligo, 
S.):  I  listened  to  what  fell  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Derby  (Sir  William  Harcourt)  as  to  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Motion  for  Progress ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
understand  a  sentence  in  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  (Colonel 
Saunderson)  who  has  just  offered  his 
explanation  of  the  impatience  of  hon. 


Members  opposite.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  says  that  hon.  Members  on  this 
side  of  the  House  have  made  speech 
after  speech  of  the  same  tendency.  I 
understand  that  this  discussion  came  on 
half-an-hour  ago,  and  that  my  hon. 
Friend  below  me  (Mr.  J.  O'Connor)  was 
the  only  Member  who  addressed  himself 
to  the  subject.  There  has  been  only  one 
speech  from  an  hon.  Member  and  one 
from  the  Government  in  that  time  ;  and 
I  cannot  but  think  that  the  expressions 
of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
Armagh  are  hardly  called  for  under  the 
circumstances,  and  I  hope  that  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Government  will  not,  by 
their  demeanour  and  language,  add  to 
the  offence. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolph  Chubchill) 
(Paddington,  S.)  :•  I  think  it  necessary 
to  express  my  agreement  with  a  great 
deal  that  has  fallen  from  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  Armagh  (Colonel 
Saunderson).  I  am  not  in  the  least  sur- 
prised that  the  Committee  should  begin 
to  exhibit  some  considerable  signs  of  im- 
patience with  the  immeasurable  amount 
of  obstruction  to  the  passing  of  these 
Estimates.  I  am  perfectly  certain  that 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  (Sir  William  Harcourt) 
had  been  present  throughout  this  week, 
and  had  noticed  the  character  of  the 
proceedings  which  have  taken  place,  he 
would  not  have  been  surprised  either 
that  great  impatience  should  be  displayed 
on  the  present  occasion ;  and,  Sir,  when, 
in  addition  to  all  that  protraction  of  pro- 
ceedings which,  I  say,  is  almost  unpre- 
cedented, a  public  servant  who  is  in  the 
midst  of  great  danger  and  difficulty 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  I  rise  to  Order.  I  ask  whether 
any  reference  to  the  case  of  Captain 
Plunkett  is  in  Order  on  a  Motion  to  re- 
port Progress  ? 

The  chairman  :  The  noble  Lord 
is  replying  on  a  question  which  has 
arisen  out  of  the  Motion  to  report  Pro- 
gress. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL : 
I  was  saying,  in  reply  to  the  charge 
brought  against  hon.  Members  on  this 
side  of  exhibiting  signs  of  impatience, 
that  I  was  not  surprised  at  it,  when,  in 
addition  to  all  the  protraction  of  the 
proceedings  which  have  taken  place,  a 
public  servant,  who  is  endeavouring,  in 
the  midst  of  great  difficulty  and  danger, 
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to  perform  his  duty  to  the  Sovereign  and 
the  country,  is  subjected  to  an  attack 
which  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  has 
thought  it  his  duty,  with  the  assent  of 
three-fourths  of  the  Committee,  to  de- 
nounce as  outrageous.  We  shall  not  be 
deterred  by  any  Motion  to  report  Pro- 
gress, which  I  must  certainly  oppose, 
irom  expressing  our  opinion  on  those 
proceedings,  in  order  to  bring  home  for- 
cibly to  the  mind  of  the  public  the  nature 
of  the  proceedings  the  British  House  of 
Commons  is  called  upon  to  confront. 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  only  say,  in  reply, 
that  we  shall  not  be  deterred,  by  any 
language  of  the  noble  Lord,  from  taking 
any  proceedings  we  may  conceive  it  our 
duty  to  take. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  My  only  object  in 
moving  to  report  Progress  was  to  obtain 
a  patient  hearing  for  those  hon.  Mem- 
bers on  this  side  of  the  House  who  wish 
to  speak,  when  it  became  apparent  to  all 
that  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  House  were  determined 
to  hear  no  more  of  it.  [**  Agreed, 
agreed ! "]  All  I  can  say  is,  that  if 
hon.  Members  are  determined  to  persist 
in  these  interruptions  I  shall  persist 
with  my  Motion  to  report  Progress,  and, 
if  necessary,  with  other  Motions.  Allow 
me  to  say  that  this  is  a  game  which  two 
sides  can  play  at ;  at  the  same  time,  if 
these  interruptions  are  not  persisted  in 
I  shall  be  ready  to  withdraw  my  Mo- 
tion. 

Motion,  by  leave,  tcithdrawn. 
Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Dr.  TANNEE  :  I  was  about  to  make 
a  few  observations  on  the  subject-matter 
of  this  debate,  and  to  move  a  reduction 
of  the  Vote  by  the  amount  of  Captain 
Plunkett's  salary,  when  I  was  met 
by  the  obstruction  of  hon.  Members 
opposite.  Now,  the  character  of  Captain 
Plunkett  as  a  public  man  and  an  officer 
of  Her  Majesty  in  Ireland  is  distinctly 
well  known,  and  thoroughly  estimated  at 
its  proper  worth,  by  the  people  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Cork.  I  was  more 
than  surprised  to  hear  the  remarks  which 
have  this  evening  fallen  from  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland.  But,  Sir,  the  known  character 
of  Captain  Plunkett  is  savagery,  for  I 
cannot  term  it  by  anv  other  name,  and 
it  18  certainly  strongly  to  be  reprobated. 
[Zoi^A^.]    Eight  hon.  and  hon.  Gen- 

Zard  Randolph  ChurehtV 


tlemen  opposite  may  laugh  at  this ;  but 
I  will  ask  them,  in  all  seriousness,  whe- 
ther it  is  for  the  advantage  of  the  cause 
of  justice  in  the  South  of  Ireland,  or  in 
any  other  portion  of  Her  Majesty's  Do- 
minions, that  an  officer  fulfilling  magis- 
terial functions  should  be  known  as 
literally  a  savage  in  his  character?  I 
have  seen  over  and  over  again  the 
treatment  which  people  in  Ireland  have 
received  atthe  hands  of  Captain  Plunkett. 
I  have  seen  people  in  Ireland  knocked 
about  with  the  butt-end  of  rifles,  and 
Captain  Plunkett  would  have  used  the 
rifles  too 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man must  observe  the  Bules  of  conduct 
and  debate  in  this  House. 

Dr.  TANNEE :  I  was  speaking  about 
the  conduct  of  Captain  Plunkett,  and  I 
understand  that  that  is  the  subject  of 
debate ;  but  of  course,  Mr.  Courtney,  I 
bow  to  your  ruling.  I  heard  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  opposite  say  that  there  is 
no  more  able  and  efficient  officer  in  lie* 
land  than  Captain  Plunkett.  It  strikes 
me  as  a  very  strange  thing,  and  I  do 
not  understand  how  it  has  come  to  pass, 
that  Captain  Plunkett,  who  went  down 
to  the  City  of  Cork  as  divisional  mag^- 
trate  for  Cork,  Kerry,  and  Limerick- 
how  it  was  that  when  he  went  to  that 
district  everything  was  perfectly  quiet^ 
but  that  when  he  went  down  fishing 
and  shooting  into  Castleisland  and  the 
Millstreet  district  outrages  beg^an  to 
appear.  It  would  seem  that  this  was 
brought  about  by  his  presence  there — 
by  his  walking  about  in  the  company  of 
landlords  who  were  distinctly  hated  and 
reprobated  in  the  district.  Captain 
Plunkett  was,  imfortunately,  continued 
in  command  of  this  district  where  peace 
and  tranquillity  reigned,  or,  rather,  was 
supposed  to  reign.  Things  kept  quiet 
for  a  time;  but  in  1885  Captain  plun- 
kett was  still  retained.  What  was  the 
object  of  that?  He  was  only  placed 
there  in  consequence  of  an  abnormal 
state  of  affairs;  but  yet  we  find  that 
Captain  Plunkett  was  kept  on  after  the 
state  of  affairs  had  become  perfectlj 
tranquil,  in  order  that  he  should  draw 
his  pay  which  we  are  now  asked  to  pass 
in  this  Vote.  I  say  that  if  Captain 
Plunkett  was  not  wanted  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood he  should  have  been  with- 
drawn ;  but  in  consequence  of  his  being 
kept  on  outrages  became  paramount  in 
the  district  of  Castleisland,  and  it  ia  in 
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consequence  of  his  incapacity,  of  his 
want  of  power,  of  his  known  indolence 
of  character,  that  Captain  Plunkett  has 
not  been  able  to  restrain  violence  and 
lawlessness  in  the  district  entrusted  to 
his  charge.  Captain  Plunkett's  known 
idiosyncrasies  are  the  cause  of  his  want 
of  power  in  dealing  with  the  people.  It 
is  well  known  in  Cork  that  his  prin- 
cipal amusements  are  gambling,  ladies' 
society,  and  German  bands.  Why, 
Sir,  on  the  South  Marina  we  find  that 
his  ofEce  is  rendered  a  perfect  nuisance 
in  consequence  of  the  attendance  of  these 
German  bands  morning,  noon,  and 
night.  His  office  is  equally  attended  by 
ladies ;  and  we  know  that  the  two  de- 
tectives, to  whom  is  entrusted  the 
horrible  duty  of  following  him  about, 
say  that  they  cannot  keep  him  in  sight, 
and  that  he  is  always  trying  to  escape 
from  them.  I  recollect  one  instance  in 
Captain  Plunkett's  career  which  I  will 
mention.  Captain  Plunkett  actually 
broke  his  billiard  cue  in  triumph  on  the 
night  of  the  election  of  an  hon.  Gentleman 
as  Member  for  Cork.  Why  do  not  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  and  the  noble  Lord  got 
upintheir  places  and  defend  him?  Simply 
because  he  is  a  sprig  of  nobility  out  of 
place ;  and  it  is  in  consequence  of  Tory 
partiality  that  they  try  to  maintain  a  poli- 
tical tool — [^Repeated  cries  of  **  Order !  "] 
I  am  not  going  to  deal  with  the  entire 
career  of  Captain  Plunkett.  I  only  in- 
tended to  say  a  few  words  about  it,  and 
that  because  I  know  it  thoroughly,  and 
have  known  it  for  years.  I  can  only  say 
that  if  the  right  hon.  Baronet  and  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  knew  as  much  of 
Captain  Plunkett  as  I  do,  and  as  much  as 
is  known  to  the  humblest  person  in  the 
City  of  Cork,  they  would  walk  into  the 
Lobby  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
moved  the  reduction  of  this  Vote.  I  am 
glad  that  the  Government  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  saying  that  they  will 
maintain  law  and  order  in  Ireland,  and 
I  sincerely  hope  that  they  will  achieve 
that  by  the  removal  of  Captain  Plun- 
kett and  every  man  like  him. 

Mr.  JOHNMORLEY(Newca9tle-on- 
Tyne) :  I  do  not  like  to  sit  and  hear 
these  charges  brought  against  Captain 
Plunkett  without  saying  a  word  or  two 
upon  the  subject.  I  must  say  that  I 
have  not  always  been  able  to  agree  with 
the  policy  that  Captain  Plunkett  has  been 
the  agent  in  carrying  out.  In  fact,  I 
haye  often  thought  it  objectionable ;  but 
I  do  not  think  it  quite  fair  to  level  all 


these  charges  and  lay  all  this  blame  on 
Captain  Plunkett,  merely  because  he  has 
done  what  every  public  officer  is  bound 
to  do^namely,  to  execute  the  orders 
and  carry  out  the  instructions  of  his 
superior  officers.  Whether  those  orders 
and  instructions  were  right  or  wrong  is 
not  the  point  in  debate.  I  do  not  now 
offer  any  opinion  upon  this  question, 
though  I  should  think  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers below  the  Gangway  are  undoubt- 
edly entitled  to  make  a  protest  against 
the  measures  which  Captain  Plunkett 
has  sometimes  had  to  carry  out.  Having 
said  that,  I  trust  we  may  be  allowed  to 
proceed  to  a  division  ;  and,  for  my  part, 
I  shall  undoubtedly  feel  it  my  duty  to 
vote  with  the  Government  on  this  occa- 
sion. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  can 
assure  you,  Sir,  that  I  really  only  wish 
to  point  out  certain  matters  in  answer 
to  something  stated  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land in  reply  to  my  hon.  Friend  who 
moved  in  this  matter.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  after  using  some  very  strong 
language,  which  would,  it  seems  to  me, 
be  condemned  by  Members  on  these 
Benches,  said  he  was  surprised  that  if 
there  were  so  many  complaints  against 
Captain  Plunkett  something  had  not 
been  hoard  about  them  in  the  House 
of  Commons  before  to-night.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  asked  why  it  was  that 
no  explanation  or  complaint  against 
Captain  Plunkett  was  made  when  the 
Government  on  the  Front  Opposition 
Bench  was  in  power?  Now,  Sir,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  probably  be 
surprised  to  learn  that  so  far  from  there 
having  been  no  mention  made  of  Cap- 
tain Plunkett,  and  no  complaint  raised 
against  his  conduct  in  this  House,  that 
on  March  15,  1884,  when  the  Liberal 
Party  were  in  power,  the  late  hon. 
Member  for  Mallow  (Mr.  W.  O'Brien) 
brought  forward  the  following  Motion : — 

"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  Captain 
Plunkett,  Special  Divisional  Magistrate  of  the 
Cork  District,  by  repeated  and  unconstitutional 
invasions  of  the  riffht  of  public  meeting,  and 
by  the  imposition  of  arbitrary  and  unjust  bur- 
dens on  the  people,  has  abused  his  authority 
and  created  widespread  discontent  and  ill-will, 
and  that,  in  the  interests  of  good  government 
and  of  respect  for  the  administration  of  the  law, 
it  is  expedient  that  he  be  dismissed  from  his 
office." 

And  now.  Sir,  I  think  it  will  be  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands  that  it  is,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  a  strange  ooinoidenoei  if  there 
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be  nothing  against  this  Captain  Plun- 
kett*8  coudiict,  that  bo  far  back  as  1884 
it  was  considered  by  the  Irish  Members 
to  be  their  duty  to  bring  forward  a 
Motion  respecting  this  gentleman  exactly 
similar  to  that  brought  forward  by  my 
hon.  Friend  to-night.  Sir,  I  will  say 
this  in  conclusion — that  it  is  very  hard 
upon  Irish  Representatives,  when  they 
came  here  to  make  a  complaint — as  they 
conHider  a  just  complaint — against  cer- 
tain officers  of  the  Crown  in  Ireland, 
that  before  they  have  opened  their 
mouths — [_Lauf/hter']  —yes ;  almost  before 
they  have  spoken  a  word  to  state  their 
case  or  grievance  or  complaint  against  a 
particular  officer,  that  this  particular 
officer  shouM  receive,  at  the  outset,  the 
support  and  praise  and  approval  of  the 
highest  Ministers  of  the  Crown.  Could 
not  the  noble  Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  have  waited  to  offer  his  de- 
fence of  Captain  Plunkett's  conduct  until 
he  had  heard  what  the  Irish  Members 
had  to  urge  against  him  ?  He  did  not 
wait.  The  noble  Jjord  complained  that 
the  time  of  the  House  was  being  un- 
necessarily occupied.  What  was  the 
faot  when  he  said  that?  Why,  that 
only  one  speech  had  been  made  with 
regard  to  Captain  Plunkett — namely, 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  who  in- 
troduced the  subject  (Mr.  J.  O'Connor). 
Surely  the  Irish  Members— [6V«m  of 
"  Divide ! "] 

Dr.  fox  (King's  Co.,  TuUamore): 
I  must  move  to  report  Progress  if  this 
interruption  goes  on. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  no  right  to  interrupt  the  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  W.  Redmond). 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  The 
Irii<h  Members  have  a  right,  to  some 
extent  at  least,  to  support  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member  who  has  moved  in  this 
matter.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  no  one  had 
spoken  save  the  introducer  of  the  ques- 
tion when  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer rose  to  complain.  Let  the  noble 
Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  hold  what  views 
they  may  about  this  Captain  Plunkett ; 
but  we  hold  that  he  has  grossly  mis- 
managed the  affairs  of  his  ponition  We 
hold  that  Captain  Pluukett's  presence  is 
conducive  to  crime ;  and  we  hold  not 
only  that,  but  that  the  position  which 
Captain  Plunkett  holds,  not  to  the 
people  but  to  the  GoTemment,  is  a  posi- 1 

Mr.  WiUtMrn  Sedmand 


tion  which  is  dangerous  to  the  publi® 
peace.  In  conclusion,  I  will  say  this  a* 
to  Captain  Plunkett — he  was  sent  to 
Cork  to  put  down  crime,  and  whether 
he  did  it  intentionally  or  through 
ignorance  and  gross  incapacity  I  do  not 
know ;  but  certainly,  instead  of  fulfilling 
his  mission  and  putting  crime  down, 
however  it  came  about,  crime  has  in- 
creased everywhere  he  has  gone,  and 
has  multipled  in  connection  with  every 
position  he  has  occupied.  I  g^o  far  to 
corroborate  and  endorse  every  statement 
my  hon.  Friends  have  made  as  to  the 
provocation  given  to  the  people  by  un- 
necessarily proclaiming  meetings  as  to 
the  disturbances  which  have  taken  place 
in  consequence,  and  as  to  the  belief 
which  largely  prevails  in  Cork  that 
these  disturbances  have  been  given  rise 
to  by  Captain  Plunkett  himself  in  order 
that  the  Castle  authorities,  finding  dis- 
order still  prevalent  in  the  district,  may 
keep  him  there  to  put  it  down. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH: 
The  hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat  down 
has  complained  of  supposed  hardship  to 
Irish  Representatives.  I  will  tell  nim 
what  I  think  a  i2:reat  hardship  on  Mem- 
bers of  this  House— namely,  that  a 
stale  story,  which  he  tells  us  himself 
was  fully  debated  and  decided  two  and 
a-half  years  ago,  should  be  hashed  up 
again  now  at  half  past  12  o'clock  at 
night. 

Mb.  SEXTON :  If  the  story  were  a 
stale  story  we  should  be  only  too  glad 
to  forget  it;  but,  unfortunately,  the 
story  is  kept  constantly  fresh  by  the 
conduct  of  Captain  Plunkett  himself. 
For  my  own  part,  however,  I  shall  be 
disposed  to  leave  the  question — [CWm  nf 
^*  Divide  ! '' J  I  will  not  be  stopped  by 
these  interruptions.  I  say  that,  for  my 
part,  I  shall  be  disposed  to  leave  the 
quohtion  where  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Newcastle-on-Tyne  (Mr. 
J.  Morley)  left  it,  in  the  few  words  he 
addressed  to  the  House,  which  seem  to 
me  to  be  worthy  of  more  attention  than 
they  have  received.  He  said  that 
though  he  condemned  the  system  which 
Captain  Plunkett  had  to  administer,  yet 
he  recognized  that  Captain  Plunkett 
was  obliged,  by  his  duty,  to  do  certain 
things  which  we  Irish  Members  feel 
ourselves  called  upon  to  criticise.  I 
feel  that  to  the  full  extent.  I  consider 
there  are  some  officials  in  Ireland  who 
consider  themselTes,  in  the  name  of  dutjt 
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bound  to  do  many  things  which  are 
most  repugnant  to  us  and  to  the  Irish 
people.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
sjBtem  is  more  to  be  blamed  than  the 
officials.  Captain  Plunkett  is  one  of 
the  worst  results  of  a  bad  system ;  and 
until  you  attack  the  system  at  the  root, 
and  cut  it  away,  you  will  constantly 
have  to  complain  of  such  cases.  The 
root  of  the  evil  lies  deeper  than  the  con- 
duct of  Captain  Plunkett,  and  by  attack- 
ing such  official  action  as  that  under 
notice  we  shall  scarcely  touch  the  real 
nature  of  the  case.  The  Government 
have  evaded  the  real  question  at  issue, 
and  I,  for  one,  am  now  willing  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  Business  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes  64  ; 
Noes  188:  Majority  134.— (Div.  List, 
No.  38.) 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mb.  SEXTON:  I  wish  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  the  question 
I  desired  to  put  to  him  on  another  Vote, 
when  you,  Sir,  ruled  that  it  would  be 
more  proper  to  put  it  on  this  Vote.  We 
understand  that  General  Sir  Kedvers 
Buller  has  made  Eeports  to  the  Govern- 
ment that  relate  not  only  to  the  exist- 
ence of  crime,  but  also  to  the  condition 
of  the  people,  and  especially  to  the  ques- 
tion of  their  ability  to  pay  rent.  What 
I  wish  to  ascertain  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  whether  he  proposes  to  ex- 
tend the  description  **  confidential"  to 
all  parts  of  Sir  Eedvers  BuUer's  Eeport, 
or  whether  whilst  he  keeps  to  himself 
and  the  Government  those  parts  of  the 
Heport  which  refer  to  crime,  he  will  be 
willing  to  communicate  to  the  House 
any  remarks  of  Sir  Eedvers  Buller  which 
relate  to  the  condition  of  the  people, 
their  ability  to  face  the  coming  winter, 
and  their  capacity  to  pay  rent,  or  which 
will  bear  in  any  way  upon  the  Bill  of 
which  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell)  will 
move  the  second  reading  next  week. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH:  Sir 
Eedvers  Buller  went  to  Lreland  not  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  rent  or  the  fall  in 
S rices.  These  are  questions  which  Her 
[ajesty's  Government  propose  to  in- 
quire into.  I  have  received  several 
Beporte  from  Sir  Eedvers  Buller;  but 


they  have  been  purely  confidential,  and 
there  is  no  part  of  them  which  I  can 
communicate  to  the  House. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR:  Are  we  to 
understand  that  Sir  Eedvers  Buller  has, 
or  has  not,  reported  on  the  ability  of  the 
tenants  to  pay  rent  in  Ireland  ?  That  is 
a  simple  question.  I  do  not  see  what 
reason  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  can 
have  for  refusing  to  answer  it.  I  quite 
admit  that  he  could  not  make  any  com- 
munication to  the  House  with  regard  to 
the  state  of  crime  in  Ireland,  because, 
no  doubt,  such  information  might  have 
the  effect  of  placing  in  peril  the  property, 
and  even  the  lives,  of  people  living  in 
the  districts  of  Clare,  Kerry,  and  Cork. 
But  I  think  the  Committee  are  entitled 
to  know  whether  or  not  Sir  Eedvers 
Buller  has  sent  communications  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  with  regard  to  the 
social  and  agrarian  conditions  of  the 
people  of  these  counties.  We  have  a 
right  to  ask  for  yes  or  no — whether  or 
not  Sir  Eedvers  Buller  has  dealt  with 
this  question  ? 

Sib  MICHAEL  HICKS -BEACH: 
The  hon.  Gentleman  does  not  seem  to 
understand  the  meaning  of  the  words 
'* confidential  communications.''  It  would 
be  just  as  wrong  for  mo  to  say  what  they 
are  not  as  to  say  what  they  are. 

Mr.  E.  HAEEINGTON  (Kerry,  W.) : 
I  happen  to  be  in  a  position  to  thoroughly 
understand  the  meaning  of  Sir  Eedvers 
Buller's  mission  to  Kerry.  I  thoroughly 
understand  what  are  the  exceptional 
circumstances  which  have  occasioned 
that  visit,  and  I  will  undertake  not  to 
delay  the  Committee  more  than  a  couple 
of  minutes  while  I  recount  several  facts 
which  will  throw  light  upon  the  matter. 
Sir,  since  1880,  1,784  families,  amount- 
ing to  12,000  human  beings,  have  been 
evicted  in  the  county  of  Kerry.  Of 
these  people  a  large  proportion  are  still 
homeless  by  the  wayside.  Crime  and 
outrage  has,  unfortunately,  arisen  in  the 
county ;  but  they  have  followed  the  track 
of  eviction.  I  have  been  a  witness  of 
the  origin  of  many  of  these  crimes,  and 
can  speak  to  its  having  been  the  cruel 
exactions  and  exterminations  carried  out 
under  the  law.  I  have  witnessed  a  scene 
of  this  kind— a  family  evicted,  and 
amongst  them  a  young  girl  dangeroudj 
ill.  The  agent,  declaring  thatthc  n 
was  only  shamming,  went  on  with 
eviction,  and  an  hoar  a  it  the  r 
girl  was  a  oorpaa.    T  e 
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there  was  any  crime  or  outrage  in  the 
district,  and  before  there  was  any  occa- 
sion for  the  services  of  Sir  Redvers 
BuUer.  This  case  occurred  on  the  7th 
March,  1883.  At  that  time  the  Pariia- 
ment  of  this  Kingdom  was  actually  pass- 
ing a  law  to  prevent  cruelty  to  pigeons — 
aye,  on  that  very  day  the  peasant  girls  of 
Kerry  might  be  brought  out  to  die, 
whilst  you  were  protecting  pigeons. 
Your  proposed  inquiry  is  all  humbug 
and  nonsense,  a  sort  of  Pharisaical 
fraud.  If  Sir  Redvers  BuUer  is  not 
libelled  he  is  a  soldier,  and  if  he  is  a 
soldier  his  first  instincts  are  to  be  a  man. 
{_Zaughter.'\  Well,  I  wish  to  cast  no  re- 
flection on  gentlemen  of  the  Militia  oppo- 
site. I  say  if  General  Buller  is  an 
English  gentleman  he  will  have  a  heart 
in  his  breast,  and  will  not  have  been  able 
to  avoid  making  communications  to  the 
Chief  Secretary,confidential  or  otherwise, 
concerning  the  condition — the  social  and 
agrarian  condition — of  the  poor  people 
amongst  whom  he  is  living.  No  doubt 
those  communications  will  yet  be  brought 
into  the  light.  This  officer  will  find  it 
impossible  to  help  making  Reports  on 
the  extraordinary  social  state  of  the 
county,  and  cannot  fail  to  notice  what 
has  been  at  the  root  of  all  the  disorder 
and  crime  which  has  prevailed  there,  and 
which  has  occasioned  his  mission.  I  said 
at  the  beginning  that  I  would  not  detain 
the  Committee  long,  and  I  do  not  intend 
to  do  so.  I  may,  however,  be  permitted 
to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  it  would  not  be 
unreasonable  of  us  Irish  Members  to 
occupy  a  great  deal  more  of  the  time  of 
the  Committee  and  of  this  House,  and  of 
this  nation,  which  persists  in  imposing 
its  rule  upon  us,  in  discussing  those 
matters,  which  are  so  vital  to  us,  but 
which  English  and  Scotch  Members  will 
not  pretend  to  understand. 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  have  no  choice  but 
to  take  direct  issue  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land as  to  the  claim  which  he  has  made 
in  the  face  of  the  Committee  to  the 
right  to  keep  the  Reports  of  General 
Buller,  and  every  part  of  them,  under 
lock  and  key  and  away  from  us.  Gene- 
ral Buller,  as  I  understand,  was  sent  to 
Kerry,  and  the  announcement  which 
was  made  to  us  so  short  a  time  ago  that 
the  memory  of  it  is  still  fresh  in  our 
minds  was  that  he  was  despatched  there 
to  discover  and  put  down  crime.  That 
mission  was  in  its  nature  confidential. 

Mr,  E.  Harmigton 


We  Representatives  of  the  Irish  people 
here  do  not  ask    either  that  Gfeneral 
BuUer's  statements  as  to  the  condition 
of   crime,   or  that  his  suggestions   for 
putting  an  end  to  crime,  shall  be  com- 
municated to  us.  We  admit  that  his  mis- 
sion to  that  extent,  in  order  to  be  effica- 
cious, must  be  secret.     But  there  the 
need  for  secrecy  ends.  If  General  Bnller 
has  chosen,  or  has  felt  it  to  be  his  duty 
as  a  conscientious  man,  to  go  beyond  hu 
mission  of  discovering  and  putting  an 
end  to  crime,  and  if  he  has  felt  it  to  be 
incumbent  upon  him  to    report  to  the 
Government  as  to  the  power  of  the  people 
of  Clare  and  Kerry  to  pay  their  rents 
this  winter,  I  say  that  it  is  imperatiyely 
necessary  that  the  Government  should 
at  this  moment    communicate  to  us  at 
least  the    substance  of    such    Report. 
Upon  what  basis  can  the  right  non. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  endeayonr 
to  apply  such  a  term  as  ''confidential" 
to  the  Report  of  Sir  Redvers  Buller  npon 
the  question  of  rent  ?     He  says  my  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor)  does  not 
understand    the    term    *' confidentiaL" 
My  hon.  Friend  and  we  understand  the 
term  perfectly ;  there  is  nothing  diffionlt 
about  it;  but  we  say  that  the  term  is 
improperly  applied  by   the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  We  say  that  he  endeayonre 
to  apply  to  an  official  Report  the  term 
which  only  applies  to  the  secret  part  of 
it.  Now,  I  appeal  to  the  Committee  and 
the  public  on  this  ground — that  with  the 
prospect  before  us  this  winter  in  Ireland, 
and  with  the  fear  we  have  that  the 
forces  of  the  law  may  be  extremely  ap- 
plied,  we  have  a  right  to  two  things. 
First,  that  the  Government,  when  de- 
claring their  policy  upon  the  Tenant  Belief 
Bill  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell),  shall,  at 
the  same  time,  enable  the  House  and 
the    country   to   judge    whether   their 
policy  in  regard  to  that  vital  Bill  ac* 
cords  with  the  conclusions  and  advice  of 
Sir  Redvers  Buller  on  the  question  of 
rent,  or  whether  it  is  contrary  to  it  ?  We 
are  entitled  to  know  whether  they  are 
acting  upon,  or  against,  the  advice  of 
their  confidential  agent?    I,  therefore, 
press  upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Cbief  Secretary  the  duty  of  laying 
before  the  Committee  those  passages  in 
the  Report  of  Sir  Redvers  Buller  which 
deal  with  the  agrarian  condition  of  the 
people,  and  with  nothinp^  else;  we  simply 
ask  to  know  whether  Sir  Red  vers  BiiUar 
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of  social  order  in  those  counties ;  for  we 
know  that  the  result  of  the  non-payment 
of  rent  is  that  the  occupiers  are  evicted 
by  the  landlords,  and  also  that  crime 
and  outrage  of  necessity  follow  the  harsh 
action  of  the  landlords  in  driving  their 
tenantry  out  on  the  road  side.  Then,  if 
General  Sir  Redvers  Buller  reports  that 
the  agricultural  depression  in  Clare  and 
Kerry  makes  it  absolutely  impossible 
for  the  tenants  to  pay  their  rents,  what 
happens?  Why,  General  Sir  Redvers 
Buller  is  called  upon,  as  an  agent  for 
carrying  the  law  into  effect,  to  carry 
out  proceedings  which  personally  he 
condemns.  I  maintain  that  that  is  a 
humiliating  position  to  force  any  officer 
of  the  British  Army  into;  and  I  shall 
be  greatly  surprised  if  General  Buller 
does  not,  if  these  things  occur  which  I 
anticipate,  throw  up  his  appointment  in 
disgust,  as  every  English  officer  who 
has  been  sent  across  to  Ireland  in  former 
times  to  discharge  similar  functions  has 
done.  We  invite  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  a  further 
statement  on  this  subject.  We  have 
pointed  out  clearly  that  we  do  not  wish 
to  obtain  from  him  any  information 
which,  in  the  interests  of  law  and  order, 
he  may  wish  to  keep  private ;  but  that 
we  are  entitled  to  a  statement  from  him 
upon  the  question  as  to  whether  General 
Sir  Redvers  Buller's  Report  as  to  the 
agricultural  condition  of  Clare  and  Kerry 
does  not  go  to  show  that  the  tenants  are 
quite  unable  to  pay  the  rents  which 
have  been  asked  of  them.  If  we  do  not 
receive  a  satisfactory  statement  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  I  shall  be 
bound  to  2)ress  my  Motion  to  a  division. 
Sir,  I  beg  to  move  that  this  Vote  be 
reduced  by  the  sum  of  £1,000. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  Committee 
lias  just  negatived  a  Motion  to  reduce 
the  Vote  by  £1,000. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY :  Then  I  move  to 
reduce  the  Vote  by  £500. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

''That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £53,950  (in- 
cluding a  >Supploinentary  eum  of  £8,763),  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will 
come  in  course  of  payment  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  18S7,  for  the 
Salaries,  Allowances,  and  Expenses  of  various 
County  Court  Officers,  and  of  Magistrates  in 
Ireland,  and  of  the  Kevising  Barristers  of  the 
City  of  Dublin."— (Jfr.  J/.  /.  Kenny.) 

Sir  MICHAEL  HIOKS-BEACH : 
The  hon.  Member  seems  to  anticipate 

Mr,  M,  J,  Kenny 


that  Sir  Bedvers  Buller  would  cany  out 
in  Clare  and  Kerry  a  policy  of  which 
his  conscience  disapproved.  General 
Buller  is  not  the  man  to  do  anything  of 
the  kind. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNy :  I  did  not  say  so. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH: 
Then  I  wonder  why  the  hon.  Member 
made  such  an  imputation. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY:  I  beg  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  pardon — I  said  almost 
exactly  the  opposite  to  that. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH: 
General  Buller  has  been  sent  to  Kerry 
to  do  certain  work.  Hon.  Members 
choose  to  assume — I  do  not  know  on  what 
foundation,  but  possibly  on  the  state- 
ment of  some  newspaper  correspondent 
— that  he  has  taken  up  other  work,  and 
reported  to  the  Government  upon  quite 
another  subject.  [Mr.  Sexton:  Has 
he  ?]  I  wish  to  say,  with  perfect  oour« 
tosy  to  hon.  Members,  that  I  have  given 
my  answer ;  and  I  shall  neither  add  to 
nor  take  away  from  it. 

Mr.  E.  HARRINGTON  (who  rose 
amid  some  interruption) :  I  claim  a  right 
to  be  heard,  and  I  think  the  instincts  of 
justice  require  me  to  speak,  and  until  I 
become  tedious  and  wearisome  to  the 
Committee  I  am  entitled  to  be  heard. 
If  the  instincts  of  justice  will  not  prompt 
hon.  Members  to  give  me  a  fair  hearing, 
I  must  try  and  do  what  I  can  in  the 
physical  contest  they  will  force  me  to 
engage  in.  [^Interruption, '\  It  is  my 
intention  to  pay  all  respect  to  the  Chair 
and  to  the  Committee ;  but,  with  all 
deliberation,  I  beg  to  say  that  I  shall 
remain  on  my  legs  until  I  am  heard.  I 
only  desire  to  make  a  few  brief  com- 
ments upon  what  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  has  said.  He 
said  he  has  given  us  his  answer.  I  say 
he  has  given  his  answer ;  but  it  is  a 
very  bald  answer.  [Interruption.'^  Ah ! 
it  is  a  very  bald  answer  when  the  livee 
of  12,000  outcast  human  beings  are  at 
stake.  [**0h,  oh!'']  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Home  Se- 
cretary (Mr.  Matthews)  says  "Oh!" 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man is  supposed  to  have  that  delicate 
and  elastic  conscience  which  is  to  safe- 
guard the  lives  and  liberties  of  thoao 
condemned  for  crime  in  this  country; 
but  are  the  people  of  Kerry  not  humaa 
beings  ?  Are  they  not  entitled  to  our  con- 
sideration as  human  beings  ?  f"  Oh. 
oh !  "]   Hon.  Members  say  <'  Oh,  oh !  '^ 
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and  Mwm  bj  their  manner  to  indicate  crime.  He  cannot  hare  failed  to  din- 
that  ihe  pmipU  uf  Kerry  aro  nut  entitl(»d  corer  alroady  that  thort*  are  two  crimi- 
to  such  (onuidorutinn.  ["Fustian  and  naU  before  him.  I  am  a«  anxious  to  see 
both!**  J  It  it  fuAtian  and  boi»h  sajs  crime  of  all  6ort  put  down  as  the  Go- 
one  hon.  M«»mbi*r.  WoU.  I  must  say  Ternmont  art\  and  1  have  girim  as  much 
a  long  exp««ri«>nro  of  the  hon.  Member  proof  of  the  faith  in  me  in  that  rvspeit 
•howM  mtt  that  uothin)^  procei'ds  from  as  anyone.  I  ^ay  that  when  General 
him  beyond  a  mon-iM'llable.  [Cria  of  Buller  went  down  to  Kerry  he  found 
**Uue»ti<in!**  j  II(»n.Mi>mberA  nit  oppo-  two  criminals — a  powerful  criminal  and 
•ite  ni;;ht  after  niM^ht  there,  takin;;^  their  a  lesser  criminal— and  like  a  stildierand 
cue  fr«»in  the  Governmout.  \^Criei  of  a  man  who  went  out  to  throttle  crime, 
**Que«ition  !  "^  Ah!  fliis  in  the  que;*-  he  said  throttle  landlordism  tirnt  and  we 
tion,  and  it  i^  u  burning  que:)tion.  It  shall  be  abl««  to  settle  tlie  other  after- 
ia  a  queMion  whii-h  huH  left,  as  I  say.  wards.  **  Oh/*  says  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
12,000  human  beings  by  the  roadnide  in  tleman  the  Chief  Secretary,  *'that  it  not 
Kerry.  '*M»h.  oh!"J  Oh  !  but  th*'n  if  ojurenient;  that  is  ntit  Tory  indity  ; 
you  hear  u  report  (»f  the  smallest  out-  why,  w«»  should  turn  all  the  fat  int4>  *ho 
nijf«»  in  the  county  of  Kerry  you  opeu  fire  if  wo  were  to  say  anything  ti»  the 
yourears  widfly  enough,  though  vou  will  Kerry  landhirds.**  The  rents  in  the  rest 
ui>t  lit* en  t4»  a  htatement  of  the  real  of  Ireland  are  under  (rritlith*s  ralua- 
evil.  '  R$nfi<eH  Interruption.]  There  is  lion;  th«»  renth  in  Kerry  are  IS  p^r  cent 
nothing  to  be  gained  by  this  tem|K»rary  oTerGritllth^s  valuation.  "Oh.**  says  the 
exhibition  of  impatience.  I  think  it  '  right  hon.  Gentleman.  "  do  not  ask  us  a 
Would  be  as  diH-ent  to  waste  fnmi  seven  word  about  that  ;  that  is  a  matter  f<»r  the 
to  ten  minutes  over  thit*  matter,  if  it  be  a  Tory  Cabinet ;  we  will  not  allow  that  to 
waste,  as  to  perst>vere  in  thf^f  attempts  be  drawn  into  the  light  of  day  ;  we  will 
to  stitle  the  Tiii'-e  of  suffering  humanity,  not  think  (»f  discussing  that ;  we  will  not 

t/^wjh'4r.]     Mr.   Courtney,    it  is  very  have  that  part  of  General   Huller*s  Ke- 

ard  for  me,  under  the  cireumstaiices,  p  »rt.'*  Well,  8ir,  if.  prompted  by  in stincta 

to  keep  within  the  limits  «d'  the  Uu«'s-  of  that  |>olicy  uf  vengeance  which,  as 

ti  >n   before  the  Chair.     However,  Sir,  '  long  as  man  is  man,  will  always  occupy  a 

I  shall  make  every  effort  to  do  so.     The  plai*e  in  the  brca?it  of  suffering  humanity, 

right  hon.  Hanmet  has  told  us  that  he  the  Kerry  p<»asants  indulge  in  acts  of 

has  given  us  his  answer.     I  presume  he  outrage,  the  Government  say — "Bring 

means  his  answer  to  be  final.     In  the  •  them  to  justice;  but  shield  the  landlord, 

right  hon.  Gentleman***  own  words,  the  Show  up  the!>e  criminals;  sh«>w  what  a 
gallant   General   who    has   ^'one    down  •  criminal  class  th«*«e  Kerry  {M*asants  are ; 

to    Kerry    is    t(»    be    hit     omfidential  but  pn»tect  the  landlords.*'     That  is  the 

ag«*nt.     directly     res|>i»nsible     to    him.  policy  of  the  Tory  Tarty.      The  right 

Weil,  if  General   liuller  is  dirt*ctly  re-  hon.  Gei^tleman  the  Chief  SeiTetary  paya 

•pmMble  to   the  <*hief    Sttrt'tary,    ami  a  very  fine  cumpliment  t«»  the  dulne»s 

il  that  right  hMH.  Gentleman  is,  as  he  and  opacity  of  thf  hon.  Member  for  the 

•h<»uld   be,    direitly    respi»nMble  to  this  S.otland  l>iviiiion  of  Uverp^nd     Mr.  T. 

IIous<\  why  siiM-.ild    h,.  ^hirk  this  (}u»*s-  V.  0*<  *  >unor).     He  says  my  hon.  Friend 

liunlT     What  in  this   HimM*  for  but  to  does  nut  under;itan<l  the  meaning  of  the 

prk>t«><*t   th«*    iuti*re«t»    of    the    piHipb*  ?  \%or>l    "  contidentiiil.**      Sir,    wu  under- 

\Vhat  are  we.  Sir.  but  the   Uepreni  nta  ^tund  m'H  h   more  than  th*»  right  hon. 

tavi-s  uf  the   p«*ople;    and   why  shouM  G'-nti«*nian  will  give  us  iredit  ftir.    lam 

there  be  any  burking  of  thit  (|uentii>n '.'  sure  wt*  quite   understand  a  great  deal 

Why  should  there  bi*  any  M-reening  uf  mor**  than  many  hon.  Gentlemen  uppo- 

the  real  criinii<ul  r     <  >}|.  vou  thrt»w  vour  <<it<*,   who  do  not    H«M.*m    to  under»tand 

paride  cloak  o\vr  liirn        Lnu^httr.       I  theiu:*clvr<«  wh<ii  a  qufstiun  uf  this  kind 

•e^,  Mr.  <*ourt:t»-v.  that  thi-*  ex- itf^  tin*  in  being  di^usj"***!.   ^  C'm^«  i/**  l>i\ide!"  j 

ristbdi'y  t»f  h  ^n.  MtMuKt  r-* ,   )>u!  I  do  u*ti  We  are  iitill  on  thit  V<»tM,  and  we  will 

hesitate  t  »  nav  tii'ic  t!i"  i>v;<  ting  and  «S'  n->t  divid"  until  it  S4'fm%  r.ghi  to  us  th  it 

terminati:)*:  .an  i!or  !<»  t.t    th**  <  tunt}  of  wi*  ^ho  lA.    All  we  dt**»:rt*  in  a  fair  elu<  :• 

Kerry  ar<*  t:if  r«-.tl  •  r^min.t'.i  ui:h  whoui  dation  of  matters  whiih  «an  leSMinably 

General   Italii-r   ha-*   t>  deal.      Geii**rul  and  rationally  be  dis*  u-<etl  un  thit  Vute. 

Boiler   ban  g^me  down   to  that  count  v.  I    may    remind    you,    Mr.    Chairman, 

aoeuffding   to   iu»iructions,    tu    throtUa  tliat   when  this  matter  was  mentioned 


731 


Supply — Civil 


{COMMONS} 


8irvie€  BMwi«i$$. 


733 


previously  you  invited  us  to  discuss  it 
at  the  proper  time.  Now  is  the  proper 
time,  Sir ;  and  I  ask  you,  is  it  not  more 
than  a  travesty  of  discussion  for  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  stand  up  in  his  place  and  say — 
**  No  matter  what  case  you  make,  I  will 
fifive  you  no  answer  ?  We  sent  General 
Buller  to  Ireland,  and  we  will  tell  you  at 
the  proper  time  the  result  of  his  mission." 
I  suppose  that  will  be  when  he  has 
shot  down  a  few  Kerry  peasants  with- 
out   trial,  as   you,    no   doubt,    expect 

him  to  do,  following  out  the  policy 

[C7rtMo/**  Divide!"]  Yes  ;  divide.  I 
repeat,  following  out  the  policy  of  the 
noble  Leader  of  the  Tory  Party  when 
he  likened  the  Irish  people  to  Hotten- 
tots. Ah  !  when  he  trots  the  real  crimi- 
nal out  of  his  lair,  when  he  shows  you 
that  a  Kerry  landlord  is  a  man  who  is 
incapable,  even  if  the  instincts  of 
humanity  were  in  him — is  incapable 
from  his  present  position  of  exercising 
them.  [  Cries  of  * '  Question !  "]  I  main- 
tain that  this  is  the  question.  I  see  on 
these  Benches  an  enlightened  Gentle- 
man who  has  travelled  quite  recently  in 
the  South  of  Ireland,  and  I  am  sure  that 
with  his  impartial  and  open  mind  he 
could  throw  a  flood  of  light  upon  this 
question.  [Cries  of  "Name!"]  And 
he  could  tell  you  very  plainly  who  the 
criminals  are.  I  could  name  them ;  but 
I  will  not  do  so,  because  they  are  per- 
sonages who  are  adorned  with  coronets, 
and  it  would  be  very  distasteful  to  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  if  I  were  to  same  them. 
There  would  be  instantly  great  cries 
of  "Divide,  divide!"  and  **  Agreed, 
agreed !  "  and  so  forth.  There  would 
be  a  cry  of  anything  that  would  stifle 
the  voice  of  justice.  I  see  opposite  an 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  from  Scot- 
land who  possibly  never  saw  Ireland  or 
the  sky  over  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN :  I  must  really  ask 
the  hon.  Gentleman  to  confine  his  ob- 
servations to  the  Vote  before  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  E.  HARRINGTON:  In  con- 
fining  my  observations  to  the  question 
I  would  like  to  make  an  appeal  to  hon. 
Members  in  all  parts  of  the  House,  and 
it  would  be  not  to  lot  themselves  be 
carried  away  by  the  prejudice  that  may 
be  inherent  in  them.  Here  are  the  bald 
facts  of  the  case.  General  Buller  is  sent 
down  to  Kerry,  because  there  is  an  ab- 
normal state  of  things  in  that  county. 

Jfr.  E.  Hwrrington 


\J^  Oh,  oh  I  "]  An  hon.  G^ntlemaa  says 
'*  Oh,  oh ! "  and  that  entitles  me  to  retort 
that  if  there  was  not  an  abnormal  state  of 
affairs  in  the  county  of  Kerry,  why  was 
General  Buller  sent  down  there  ?  And 
is  it  not  fair  and  reasonable,  as  we  have 
been  promised  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing this  very  Yote,  that  we  should 
be  able  to  state  our  reasons  for  the  ab- 
normal crime  and  disorder  existing  in 
Kerry.  But,  Sir,  I  pass  from  the  causes 
altogether,  and  I  take  matters  as  they 
are — I  take  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  has  been  an  action  to  sustain 
and  maintain  the  Irish  landlords  against 
the  Irish  peasants  and  the  average  Irish- 
man. What  have  the  Government  done? 
They  were  not  content  with  expending 
£3,000  of  taxes  in  the  protection  of  Lord 
Ken  mare ;  but  as  soon  as  General  Buller 
was  sent  to  Kerry  the  first  overt  act  of 
the  Government  was  to  identify  them- 
selves with  the  arch  evicter  and  exter- 
minator of  the  county  of  Kerry.  They 
gave  him,  for  instance,  whatever  profit 
was  to  be  derived  from  tlie  stabling  of 
General  Buller's  horses.  I  desire  to 
speak  of  the  Government  with  all  re- 
spect ;  but,  so  far  as  it  has  to  do  with 
Ireland,  it  does  not  deserve  the  name  of 
Government.  It  is  worse  than  a  mockery 
— it  is  an  arrant  sham.  It  does  not  know 
the  duties  of  Government,  because  the 
first  duties  of  a  Government  are  to  pro- 
tect the  people,  and  not  any  one  dass  of 
the  people.  You  do  not  surely  call  Lord 
Kenmare  the  people;  you  do  not  call 
Samuel  Hussey  the  people ;  or  Lord 
Ventry  the  people.  I  want  you  to  ex- 
tend to  them  the  same  law,  the  same 
protection,  the  same  right,  as  you  do  to 
other  people.  [**Hear,  hear!  "]  '*Hear» 
hear ! ''  say  hon.  Members.  Lord  Ken- 
mare has  suffered  by  his  own  hanh 
evictions.  Will  the  Committee  bear 
with  me  while  I  tell  them— [**No^ 
no  !  "]  They  will  bear  with  nothing 
that  bears  on  the  truth.  Will  the  Com- 
mittee believe  me  when  I  say  that  in  the 
worst  year  for  the  recovery  of  rents  Lord 
Kenmare  received  £38,000  out  of  a  pos- 
sible £40,000  ?  The  Government  argue 
that  as  Lord  Kenmare  is  the  victim  of 
disorder  he  must  get  the  profit  arising 
from  the  stabling  of  the  horses  of  Generd 
Buller.  In  order  to  show  how  impar- 
tially these  matters  are  conducted  in 
Ireland,  General  Buller  has  been  entw- 
taiued  at  the  County  Club  of  Tralee — a 
Club  exclusively  composed  of  the  paiti- 
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zans  of  tlie  GoTemment  now  in  power. 
So  partizan  is  that  Club  in  its  character 
that  the  Land  Court  upholder,  T/ie  Times, 
which  is  your  champion,  your  Old  and 
jour  New  Testament,  announced  that 
General  Buller  had  been  entertained 
by  the  Club  of  the  county.  I  think  we 
are  entitled  to  stop  supplies  from  Gene- 
ral Buller  until  we  receive  some  satis- 
factory answer  from  the  Government. 
rCm«  of  *'  Divide !  "]  I  wish  to  draw 
your  attention  to  the  interruptions  of 
a  certain  noble  Lord  who  might  reason- 
ably be  in  the  nursery  at  this  hour. 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber, in  his  speech,  should  confine  him- 
self to  the  ordinary  amenities  of  debate. 
Mb.  E.  HARRINGTON:  General 
Buller  was  entertained  at  the  County 
Club  in  Lewistown.  [Cries  o/**  Divide!"] 
I  will  give  you  a  single  instance  of  a 

different  character 

Mb.  ISAACS  (Ne  wington,  Walworth) : 
I  rise  to  Order.  I  ask  whether  the  hon. 
Member  is  speaking  to  the  Question 
before  the  Committee  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN:  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber is  somewhat  discursive  in  his  re- 
marks ;  but  I  cannot  say  he  is  absolutely 
out  of  Order. 

Mk.  E.  HARRINGTON:  I  should 
very  much  regret  if  I  were  out  of  Order. 
It  is  very  hard,  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances, to  address  oneself  definitely 
to  the  subject ;  but  my  object  is  to  point 
out  to  the  Committee  what  is  the  effect 
of  the  mission  of  General  Buller  to 
Kerry.  This  is  a  Motion  to  reduce  the 
Vote  by  the  amount  of  General  Buller's 
salary.  We  cannot  estimate  the  amount 
of  that  salary,  which  is,  perhaps,  con- 
tingent on  results  ;  and  I  suppose  that  if 
General  Buller  does  not  produce  the 

requisite  number  of  convictions 

The  chairman  :  I  again  appeal 
to  the  hon.  Member  to  adhere  to  the 
subject  of  debate,  and  not  discuss  irri- 
tating topics  which  only  lead  to  dis- 
order. 

Mb.  E.  HARRINGTON  :  I  shall  not 

Sursue  that  topic,  but  will  give  hon. 
Gentlemen  one  or  two  facts.  I  say  that 
to  give  General  Buller  a  salary  is  a 
mistake,  and  that  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  who  denies  that  General  Buller 
has  gone  ultra  vires y  is  responsible  for 
the  mistakes  he  may  make.  The  policy 
of  the  present  Government  is  to  screen 
from  view  the  wrong-doing  of  the  Kerry 
landlords,  and  the  fact  that  rents  there 


have  been  been  judloiallj  reduced  by 
48  per  cent,  although  they  would  have 
no  hesitation  in  bringing  forward  any 
iniquities  on  the  part  of  the  Kerry 
peasants. 

Mb.  sexton  :  We  have  no  design 
of  prolonging  this  discussion.  I  have 
asked  the  right  hon.  Baronet  a  question 
connected  with  the  mission  of  General 
Buller  which  cannot  be  considered  out 
of  place.  I  ask  him  whether  the  gallant 
officer  ho  has  sent  to  Kerry  has  said 
that  the  rents  cannot  be  paid  ?  Why  did 
he  not  answer  **Ye8?"  Because  he 
would  have  then  subjected  himself  to 
attack  from  his  Tory  followers  from  Ire- 
land. The  right  hon.  Baronet  was  in  a 
dilemma.  He  could  not  state  anything 
but  the  fact,  of  course ;  and  if  he  did 
that,  he  would  have  caused  mutiny  in 
the  ranks  of  his  Party,  and  the  gallant 
officer  would  have  had  to  be  recalled. 
From  the  refusal  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman to  answer  my  simple  question, 
every  reasonable  man  will  agree  that 
Sir  Redvers  Buller  has  reported  that  the 
rents  in  the  counties  of  Clare  and  Kerry 
are  such  that  they  cannot  bo  paid.  Why 
does  the  right  hon.  Baronet  not  answer 
by  a  monosyllable?  It  cannot  be 
spoken.  I  am  satisfied,  however,  just 
as  much  by  the  conclusion  to  be  drawn 
from  his  eloquent  silence ;  and  I  doubt 
whether  we  ought  to  challenge  the 
salary  of  Sir  Redvers  Buller,  because  I 
am  now  convinced  that  he  is  a  compe- 
tent and  reliable  officer. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided : — Ayes  67  ; 
Noes  171:  Majority  114. — (Div.  List, 
No.  39.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

(8.)  £60,632,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Dublin  Metropolitan  Police. 

(9.)  £70,886,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Prisons,  Ireland. 

Mb.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
There  is  a  question  with  reference  to 
the  present  Vote  which  I  wish  to  bring 
under  the  notice  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
CMr.  Jackson).  Some  time  ago  it  was 
my  duty  to  complain  of  the  resolution 
which  the  Irish  Government  arrived  at 
during  the  previous  Administration  of 
closing  some  prisons  and  merging  them 
practically  in  others.  I  refer  to  the 
case  of  the    Northern   prison   oentrOi 
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whioli  has  been  changed  from  Omagh 
to  the  city  of  Derry.  Now,  for  a  con- 
siderable time  the  town  of  Omagh  was 
practically  the  prison  centre  for  Ulster ; 
it  has  the  advantage  of  being  situated  in 
the  centre  of  a  forest ;  it  was  supposed 
to  be  a  capital  prison ;  there  was  no 
question  as  to  the  safety  of  the  prison,  or 
as  to  its  capacity  to  retain  all  the  pri- 
soners that  might  be  sent  there.  But 
there  were  some  complaints  that,  owing 
to  defective  sewage  arrangements,  the 
prison  was  unhealthy.  The  magistrates 
responsible  for  the  proper  management 
of  the  prison  made  frequent  complaints 
to  the  Prisons  Board  in  Dublin  about 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  place ;  they 
continued  to  do  so  for  18  months ;  and  at 
the  end  of  that  time  tho  Governor  of  the 
gaol,  who  was  a  retired  military  ofhcer, 
died  of  typhoid  fever,  and  the  Prisons 
Board  then  saw  what  was  the  state  of 
things,  and  went  into  this  matter.  A 
sufficient  snm  was  expended  to  place  the 
prison  in  a  proper  condition.  I  visited 
it  lately,  and  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I 
think  the  most  exacting  person  could 
find  no  fault  with  it  at  present;  indeed, 
if  I  were  asked  in  what  prison  I  would 
spend  six  months'  confinement  I  would 
name  Omagh  Prison  in  preference  to  any 
other  in  the  country.  But  the  moment 
this  improvement  was  made  the  Go- 
vernment shut  up  the  prison,  and  took 
the  prisoners  to  Derry  Gaol.  The  pri- 
soners from  Cavan  and  Tyrone,  in  tho 
vicinity  of  the  prison,  have  now  to  be 
sent  to  the  prison  at  Derry,  which  is  a 
distance  of  100  miles.  I  believe  that 
this  will  not  effect  a  saving  of  public 
expenditure,  but  that  it  will  be  ulti- 
mately a  loss  to  the  taxpayers  of  the 
country.  I  do  not,  of  course,  expect 
that  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury has  had  an  opportunity,  since  his 
accession  to  Office,  of  inquiring  into 
matters  of  detail ;  but  I  would  ask  him 
to  devote  some  attention  to  this  subject. 
I  would  ask  him  to  examine  the  Koport 
of  tho  Royal  Commission  on  Prisons, 
in  order  to  see  whether  tho  Comniis- 
sioners  actually  recommended  that  the 
prison  in  Omagh  should  be  shut  up 
under  the  circumstances  I  have  de- 
scribed. Objection  was  taken  in  their 
Report  to  the  sanitary  condition  of 
Omiigh  Prison ;  but,  as  I  have  said,  the 
sanitary  defects  were  removed,  and  im- 
mediately after  that  the  Prisons  Board 
proceeded    to  shut  up  the  gaol  alto- 

Jfr.  21.  J.  Kenny 


gether.  In  placing  this  qaestion  befon 
the  hon.  Gentleman  I  Buppose  tliat  ho 
will  be  able  to  give  immediate  attention 
to  it,  because  in  the  month  of  June 
last  I  brought  it  under  the  notice  of  his 
Predecessor  (Mr.  Henry  H.  Fowler) ;  and 
there  will,  therefore,  be  some  traces  of 
it  in  the  Treasury  Office.  I  trust  the 
hon.  Gentleman  will  communicate  with 
the  Prisons  Board,  and  say  that  this 
gaol  is  in  splendid  condition,  and  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  closed,  and  rendered 
practically  valueless.  Not  only  is  the 
closing  of  this  prison  a  loss  in  itself,  but 
the  removal  of  the  prisoners  will  throw 
considerable  additional  expenditure  upon 
the  taxpayers  of  the  country.  It  is.  there- 
fore,  a  matter  of  economy  which  I  bring 
under  the  notice  of  the  hon.  Gentleman. 
Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal, E  ) :  Before  the  hon.  Gentleman 
rises  to  reply,  I  wish  to  urge  upon  the 
Government  a  matter  with  which  I  be- 
lieve they  will  be  able  to  deal.  I  do 
not  wish  to  occupy  the  Committee  at 
length  with  many  remarks  at  this  hour 
of  the  morning  ;  but  I  desire  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  although,  a  few 
years  ago,  a  Royal  Commission  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  state  of  prisons, 
which  Committee  made  many  recommen- 
dations, those  recommendations  have 
been,  to  a  great  extent,  utterly  disre- 
garded. The  Commission  was  strongly 
constituted,  under  the  Presidency  of  Sir 
R.  Assheton  Cross,  having  also  upon  it 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Surrej 
(Mr.  Cubitt) ;  and  I  expect  these  two 
Gentlemen  will  be  in  a  position  to 
explain  to  the  Government  the  serious 
state  of  things  which  they  discovered 
to  exist  in  Ireland.  Among  other 
things  they  refer  to  the  necess^ity  of 
having  permanent  medical  officers  to 
have  jurisdiction  over  all  prisons;  also 
to  the  sanitation  of  the  different  prisons, 
the  qualification  of  governors,  and  the 
pay  and  accommodation  of  warders, male 
and  female.  There  is,  in  fact,  hardly  a 
single  subject  relating  to  prison  manage- 
ment with  which  the  Report  of  theBoyal 
Commission  does  not  deal  exhaustively 
and  thoroughly.  The  Report  is  pro- 
bably one  of  tho  most  able  that  wa9  OTer 
furnished,  and  yet  it  has  been  allowed 
to  lie  by  without  action  being  taken 
upon  it.  I  hope  the  Government  will 
adopt  the  recommendations  of  thtsOom- 
mission,  which  was  composed  of  Mem- 
bers of  their  own  political  Party,  and 
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then  I  think  they  will  be  able  to  remove 
almost  every  ground  of  objection  to  the 
present  Vote.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is 
of  any  use  to  go  into  detail.  In  that 
Report,  as  I  have  said,  they  will  find 
almost  everything  it  is  necessary  to 
know,  and  I  will  only  urge  upon  them 
the  necessity  of  acting  with  promptitude 
in  the  matter. 

The  SECRETABY  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.):  I 
understand  that  a  consolidation  of  the 
duties  was  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mission, and  that  the  recommendation 
has  been  adopted.  A  medical  officer 
has,  I  believe,  been  appointed.  [Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor  :  Not  a  superin- 
tendent.] The  medical  officer  is  charged 
with  looking  after  the  whole  of  the  staflf. 
I  do  not  know  whether  that  was  a  re- 
commendation of  the  Commission.  Few 
of  the  recommendations  can  be  carried 
out;  some,  however,  have  been,  whilst 
others  are  under  consideration,  and  it  is 
intended  that  they  shall  be  carried  out. 
I  am  obliged  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  reasonable  character  of  his  remarks, 
and  I  will  promise  to  look  into  the 
matter. 

Mr.  TUITE  ( Westmeath,  N.) :  I  wish 
to  call  attention  to  the  inconvenience 
occasioned  by  the  abolition  of  the  prison 
at  Mullingar.  It  is  now  only  a  Bride- 
well, and  great  inconvenience  is  felt  by 
the  prisoners  having  to  be  sent  to  Tul- 
lamore,  whose  terms  of  imprisonment 
exceed  seven  days.  Mullingar  is  an 
important  railway  centre,  and  is  well 
adapted  by  its  position  to  be  a  prison 
centre.  I  think  that  if  the  matter  is  re- 
considered a  prison  will  be  re-estab- 
lished in  Mullingar.  The  sanitary  ar- 
rangements of  the  gaol  were  complained 
of;  but  I  think  that  the  evil  that  exists  in 
that  respect  could  be  put  an  end  to  by  an 
expenditure  of  not  more  than  £200.  I 
hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  devote 
the  same  attpntion  to  this  matter  as  he 
has  promised  to  give  to  the  point  men- 
tioned by  my  lion.  Friend  (Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor). 

Mr.  MURPHY(Dublin,  St. Patrick's): 
The  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Jackson)  says  | 
that  very  few  of  the  recommendations  of 
the  Royal  Commission  can  be  carried 
into  effect.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  one 
recommendation  which  has  boon  carried 
into  effect  has  caused  a  great  deal  of 
inconvenience.     Tiio     Commission     re- 
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ported  in  favour  of  closing  up  a  good 
many  of  the  minor  prisons  throughout 
Ireland.  Well,  I  think  that  the  closing 
up  of  some  of  these  minor  prisons  and  not 
substituting  anything  for  them,  thereby 
compelling  prisoners  condemned  to  short 
terms  of  imprisonment  to  be  sent  from 
the  towns  where  gaols  were  previously 
maintained  to  the  few  prisons  now  ex- 
isting, is  a  very  serious  inconvenience 
indeed,  and  is  attended  with  considerable 
expense  to  the  State,  and  great  hardships 
to  the  prisoners.  I  take  it  from  the 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  that 
they  were  cognizant  of  that  fact,  and 
were  fully  alive  to  what  I  have  de- 
scribed becoming  the  result  of  the 
closing  of  the  prisons,  which  they  re- 
commended; but  they  never  contemplated 
the  total  extinction  of  the  minor  priuons 
without  putting  something  in  their  place. 
I  see  that  in  Paragraph  20  the  Commis- 
sioners recommended  that  there  should 
be  what  are  called  legalized  cells  pro- 
vided at  the  police  stations,  in  the  small 
towns,  for  the  detention  of  prisoners  sen- 
tenced to  short  terms  of  imprisonment, 
as  there  are  in  Scotland.  This  recom- 
mendation should  be  adopted  out  of  con- 
sideration for  the  prisoners  themselves, 
and  also  to  remove  the  heavy  strain 
which  escort  duty  at  present  imposes 
upon  the  police,  and  to  save  the  neces- 
sity of  carrying  prisoners,  sentenced 
only  to  short  terms  of  imprisonment, 
long  distances  away.  I  know  that  at 
this  late  hour — 2  o'clock  a.m. — it  is  de- 
sirable not  to  go  into  detail  upon  mat- 
ters of  this  kind ;  but  it  is  within  my 
knowledge  that  great  suffering  and  in- 
convenience has  been  caused  by  requir- 
ing these  prisoners  to  be  sent  long  dis- 
tances. I  know  cases  where  prisoners 
sentenced  in  County  Wicklow  to  48 
hours'  imprisonment  have  had  to  be 
sent  to  Kilmainham,  25  miles  away,  in 
cold,  bleak  weather,  on  an  outside  car, 
because  there  were  no  local  prisons ;  and 
when  they  arrived  at  Kilmainham,  lato 
at  night,  finding  the  prison  full,  they 
had  to  be  sent  on  again  to  another 
Dublin  prison.  A  similar  condition  of 
things  exists  in  other  parts  of  the 
country.  It  is  certain  that  it  was 
never  contemplated  that  the  minor 
local  prisons  should  be  shut  up  without 
substituting  anything  for  them.  I  am 
aware  that  difRculties  may  arise  in  some 
cases  in  providing  the  legalized  cells  of 
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a  Bui table  character  in  connection  with 
police  barracks ;  but  I  would  press 
upon  the  Government  the  desirability  of 
either  re-opening  some  of  the  prisons 
which  are  closed  up,  or  of  adopting  the 
recommendation  of  the  Commissioners 
in  its  entirety.  I  hope  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  is  responsible  for  this  matter 
will  give  it  his  careful  attention,  with 
the  view  of  putting  a  stop  to  the  griev- 
ances which  now  prevail. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.): 
In  my  own  county  prisoners  nro  taken 
50  or  60  miles  to  be  confined  in  gaols, 
and  the  upshot  is  that  in  minor  offences 
the  magistrates  will  not  convict,  not  de- 
siring to  see  people  sent  so  far  a^wy. 
This  is  altogether  a  different  matter  to 
the  question  of  expense,  and  I  hope  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Financial  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  will  take  it  into  ac- 
count. 

Mr.  JACKSON:  I  understand  that 
this  question  of  the  establishment  of 
lock-ups  is  to  be  considered.  I  think, 
however,  it  will  be  found  that  it  will  not 
be  prisoners  sentenced  to  short  terms  of 
imprisonment  who  will  be  confined  in 
these  placo:«,  but  persons  under  arrest 
and  awaiting  trial. 

Mr.  MURPHY:  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  will  find  that  the  Commis- 
sioners recomiuond  that  short-term  pri- 
soners should  be  confined  in  legalized 
police  cells  in  the  local  places. 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  With 
regard  to  the  position  of  medical  officers 
attached  to  prisons,  I  think,  if  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  go  into  the  matter  and 
give  it  the  attention  it  deserves,  he  will 
find  that  the  members  of  the  Profossiim 
at  present  attached  to  prisons  are  sub- 
ject to  what  is  a  considerable  grievance. 
Nothing  can  better  show  up  how  these 
gentlemen  are  situated  than  the  contents 
of  a  communication  I  have  rfooiv<>d 
during  the  past  few  days.  This  com- 
munication was  received  by  me  not  from 
any  Irish  Nationalist,  but  from  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Medical  Profession  who  is 
distinctly  and  indisputably  a  Tory.  lie 
wished,  if  it  were  possible  for  him  to  do 
so,  to  lay  before  thin  House  a  grievance  ' 
that  was  felt  by  the  Profession  in  re- , 
gard  to  those  prisons.  When  nifdical 
officers  wore  under  the  old  Prisons  - 
Board  they  were  only  asked  to  att«*nd 
the  urinons  on  certain  days  in  the  week, 
not  daily,  as  they  are  at  present.     This 

Mr,  Murphy 


gentleman  to  whom  I  refer  is  in  oharge 
of  a  very  large  prison  in  the  South  of 
Ireland.  In  days  gone  by  he  only  had 
to  attend  two  days  in  the  week ;  but  he 
is  now  called  upon  to  attend  daily.  This 
is  one  case ;  but  I  think,  if  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  take  the  matter  up,  he 
will  find  that  the  grievance  is  felt  sll 
round— that  what  is  the  case  in  oonneo- 
tion  with  one  prison  is  practically  the 
case  all  round.  Tho  medical  officer  I 
have  mentioned,  in  the  old  days,  only 
had  to  attend  the  jail  two  days  a- week ; 
but,  owing  to  prisons  in  other  districts 
being  closed  up,  the  number  of  prisoners 
under  his  care  greatly  increased;  in  faet, 
as  he  tells  me,  it  increaW  from  67  to 
1 76,  throwing  increased  duties  upon  him. 
A  daily  attendance  then  became  neces- 
sary. Well,  if  increased  attention  and 
attendance  on  the  part  of  the  medical 
officers  is  rendered  necessary  by  the 
adoption  of  prison  reforms,  it  follows 
that  these  gentlemen  should  be  paid 
higher  salaries.  I  do  not  wish  to 
delay  the  Committee  ;  I  wish  to  get 
through  with  this  matter  as  quickly  as 
I  possibly  can  ;  therefore,  I  will  onlr 
say  that  I  hope  the  Government  wiU 
give  this  point  their  careful  attention. 
If  they  do,  I  think  they  will  acknow« 
ledge  the  necessity  of  doing  something 
to  remedy  the  grievance  I  have  referred 
to.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  desires  it,  I 
will  give  him  the  name  of  the  prison  in 
question,  and  I  will  also  showliim  that 
the  medical  men  in  a  number  of  other 
prisons  in  the  8outh  of  Ireland  are 
similarly  situated. 

Mu.  HARRIS  ^Galway,E.):  I  should 
like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  state  of  Galway  Gaol.  I 
have  some  personal  experience  of  what 
I  am  going  to  say.  8^»me  of  the  oells 
are  too  small  for  the  health  of  any  per- 
son who  may  be  eon  fined  in  them,  and  I 
cannot  believe  that  it  is  tho  d  *sire  of  the 
Government  to  injure  tho  health  of  the 
criminals  whom  they  may  send  to  prison* 
These  cells  are  only  7  feet  by  6  feet, 
which  is  a  very  small  space  indeed,  and 
there  is  no  proper  ventilation  in  them. 
In  another  part  of  the  prison  the  cells 
arc  fairly  good,  tho  f^ize  having  been 
materially  inereasod.  I  think  about 
half  the  prisons  now  have  these  larger 
relU.  The  reform  should  be  extondfed 
t'l  the  «ither  half.  I  would  also  draw 
attention  to  the  fact  that  there  are  no 


741  a^fplp-'Cml  {SxmMBU  16,  1886}       8mrnc$  £$timMM.  742 

book»~th«t  there  is  no  libranr— in  this       Dr.  TANNEH  :  I  should  like  to  re- 

prison.     [Lsm^kUr.]     Hon.   Oentlemen  ceiTean  aMuranoo  from  the  hon.  Oentlo- 

maj  laugh ;  but  accordiDff  to  the  regu-  man  the  Secretarj  to  tho  Treasurj,  if 

lations  there   should   be  books  in  the  possible,  as  to  some  step  being  taken  to 

priaons  for  the  pn«oners  to  read^-or  a  remore   the  grioTance  of  tho   medical 

certain   class    oi    prisoners.      It   is   an  officers  of  prisons, 
unfortunate  thing  that  im  tho  Sabbath        Mr.  JACKSON:  I  will  gire  the  hon. 

daj  the  prisoners  can  g^t  nothing  to  Member  tho  assurance  he  asks  for. 

^u.  DEA8Y  (Majo.  W^  :  I  desire  to        ^'^^^  ''^"''^  '"' 

aek  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle-        Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed* 

man  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  a  '*  That  tho  Chairman  do  report  Vrogross, 

aaoetiun  which  in  very  important  to  hon.  and    ask    leave    to    sit    again.'* — (J/r. 

Ueotlemen  from  Ireland.     I  put  down  a  Jnckwn.) 

Notice  a  few  davs  ago,  asking  the  right        ^,       ,«     „    ivrw^xTKT/»r»    /t  •  i 

tb«  .urn  duo  to  th«  Orand  Juries  in  Ir«-  *«'*"^.)  =  I  "*"•".  "^  ^  «•»   •«"?"•«» 

Uod   under   th,.    Pri-.^n.  Art  of   1878  •»»«»»'«'»  mTolvuig  such   •  w«.t«)  of 

l»d   lH»«n  rec.uH   by  direction  of  the  P«W'c  tjmocom.nK  from  tho  OorermuMit. 

QaMo'.   B,.n.h.      Tho   right  hon.  and  "  '»  ""•>  *  .^"^  "'""V""  I'""'  ^  "*  r''"!' 

iMrned  Qontioman.  in  ropTy.  -aid  ho  did  "'^  *«  r"?ni»  "k    T  t!  *•;!  T^'l'T'^' 

not  know  that  fho  QuovVs  Bench  had  ["•*•;     T' "»>,  oh      ]     Tho  hon    Mom- 

'^ 1  _.  :  ^  **  «ii  ..„  .K^  ...1 :     4  ^^T   for    Kennington     Mr.   Gont-DaTis) 

£iT€»n  any  u*»ciiiion  at  all  on  tno  sumwt.  ,.        ^.  *.^        ^.ii.' 

fVr  11     1  «t        •   I  »   I  1  ais^ents  from  my  viow   a«»  to  tho  doMra* 

Well,   I    am   sur«»   the   right  hon.    and  .  .,.,       ,       .        ■'        .  .      .      ,,  - 

I 1    |.  ^,1.^..,   ^-««  ♦    k««      «    Ji  bility  of  going  on  with  th«»  iSu^inoM  of 

laaroiNi  (fi>ntleman  cannot   navo   mua«»  o       i       7  j      ^      ii-  i-.* 

#  II   •  •   *     4i  I  *     4     Ai  supply.    1  can  unaerfctand  his  cfrnditton; 

full  inquiry  into  the  subitH^t,  othorwiso  r  Y*      a  i.     •  r      i      j»     -i 

a  1 1        a  u  -        •  *i    a  i  Qo  ^^'t  supposo  ho  IS  rf'Tj  fresh ;  for  if 

he  Would   not  hare  giTon  that  answer,  ti^ji       '*i-*-  "^i        V    i 

A.  .  ^  .••  -  .  !■  #-«•   i\  .  «--^  -.i.:«u  .  1  had  been   shoutin?  as  murh  as  he  has 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  tho  case  which  rt»-  •  .,        -l.ti.     ui      •         aa 

.ult«din  tho  decision  in  question  was  d"""?  H'^  "'Rht  1  should  be  in  a  sUte 

tried  in  IH83  by  tho  Queen's  Bench,  and  «'  •*'J"^'  /**l'"T""i     L    A'  \ 

1    •  •  ^  '  I'll-      A  J  At.  cannot  understand  whv  the  Government 

a  decision  was  giTon  which  directed  tho  .      u   u  •     '    .  ^.Mt«irM» 

Ooremment  to  ?ocoup  the  (Jrand  Jurie.  •^<»"/'*   »»*  ."«    •"'""t   '"    •»'lj<"»n«-     I 

inlrelandcoruinsumswhichhadaccruod  "hall  not  rote  against  thom,  bocauso.for. 


««■  small ;  but  Still  there  was  a  sum  due        .    .      ,     *^^  '  ecre    ""J 

to  them  in  the  hand,  of  the  Uoremoient.  ^  '^      "'*  to-morrow,  and,  beoauw  of 

which  had  not  boon  handed  oter  to  the  i^®  t^*  P^K"**"  "u    '  °»'J*^'.  ♦«.^'"»• 

/* J  f     •  T  J         a     •  u  *  -4  Memb«»rs  on   these    nenohes  cnticizmfl: 

Cnmnd  Junes.     I  do  not  wish  to  go  into  ..  ...        .^        r  at.     x^  4  tt^ 

2*^.     I  ^  .1  •  .     u  4  •#  .u  the   subjeot-matter  of  tho  \otes.      We 

particulars  at  this  moment;  but  if  the  .  i  4U1    i>      4U  a 

r^.  .  ,  ,  1  ii     .1  A  hare  got  on  rery  smoothly  for  the  past 

rint  hoo.  and  leamM  Gentleman  IS  not  .  1      i.  tr       ^        u  u     u 

^         ...         f    u  11   1.    L  «    r  hour  and  a- half,  and  perhaps  we  should 

aware  uf  them,  I  shall  be  happy  to  fur-  .  j  4  u  i  4 

I.  t.-         -41     11  4i     •   r         J      '  hare  managed  to   mako   much  greater 
aiah  him  with  all  the  information  m  my  .. '^  .  .^  .,.1 

progress  than  ev«*n  we  bare  made  if  the 


•r-.-.     ATOTfcTivL'v    rivwnif     .    .  "Kht    hon.    < i i»ntl«»nian    had    taken    the 

Till    ATTOKIShi     OK>hu.\L    for  .  •*   .  ,    .     .          ,.,, 

Tt»t.*r  tx*Tk    %ff     tf   ..          Ik  ir      t*   •  trt)ublo  to  bo  a  iittl4»  more  courteous  in 

IRKLA>iP    Mr.  tioLMrji     l>ut>Iin  I  ni-  |. 

TW«ty):  lh..an,wor  I  garo  to  the  hon.  Thk  CIUKF  SF.rHKTAUY  kor  lUK- 

Member  tho  othor  Of.  n.ng  wa,  thst  ,  ^^.„     ^_^     yu-nsKt.     Hi,KvBr.A.„) 

was  not  aoriuaintM  with  anr  case  tri«Ml  |.      .  1    •■•        1        n        .                 .t-    ^ 

:    41.    tf«     J      r  ik         •     II    •  u  isrintol.  \\ .    :   1   will   not  suy  anything 

10  the  ( ourt  of  Uu«'«'n  s   n«'nrh.  or  any  .            1      .      •!.           i           a-           1    4  •# 

..       g^       -    .        II-.           I       I    1 .1    4  >n    n-plv   t«i    th«»w«  4»hH**rviittons ;  but  if 

dbrr  C  outt,  in  whi<  h  It  ws^  ibt  t<l*Ml  that  ^1     , .'  -     ...      •        n-        4                     -ai. 

.V    /I                  4    I      11              4i    i«       J  tho  <  oiumitt««e  iH  wiUing  to  gii  on  with 

thaUoTemmeut  f>houl«l  r«vi*tn>thc*<trand  .it..        .      »                 .t     .r 

•     .      .     ..                               .    1    f     11    :  tho  h'»tim!ito%  I  am  ftUTM  ih»»(*t»vfrnmont 

Junes  in  tho  manner  »ugg*  f»t«Hl.   1  aua«Hi  .                 t  •     .•           xt*              4  4  u    .i 

-a    ^  .*t            11  /       .  1    '^        .1         ..  hiiv«»  no  objtTtion.      \\  o  cannot  tak**  the 

that  if  he  Would  furnish  in**  with  i>artirU'  .      .    ,,       .11          \r  4     at - 

t          , ..               •    .       ,,  .       11!          I.  Irifih  <  onfitar»ularv    Voto  this  oToning, 

lara  uf  the  ras^  I  shouM  bi*  ^Itid  to  make  *      .  i       t          1    '1    1  .         .  41    4  j 

.        .  -      .   ^    .          1  .1    .  I                     4  for  It  hH<  b«»»*n  d»HM«lfl  to  put  that  d«»wn 

tMUines  int'>  it,  and  that  I  now  rt'iM^at.  .      ^                       «..            *          ^     .^, 

TPt.          11    #       •  I                .u  .1.           .•  for  to-morrow.     \\  o  must   go  to  (Jlass 

If  he   will    fumisti   mt*   mth  tho  parti-  ,y                                             ^ 

colars  I  i^ertainljr  will  iu'^uire  into  the 

Motion,  bj  leave,  in'thdrattm, 
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a  suitable  character  ia  connection  with 
police  barracks ;  but  I  would  press 
upon  the  Government  the  desirability  of 
either  re-opening  some  of  the  prisons 
which  are  closed  up,  or  of  adopting  the 
recommendation  of  the  Commissioners 
in  its  entirety.  I  hope  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  is  responsible  for  this  matter 
will  give  it  his  careful  attention,  with 
the  view  of  putting  a  stop  to  the  griev- 
ances which  now  prevail. 

Mr.  T.  W.  EU8SELL  (Tyrone,  S.) : 
In  my  own  county  prisoners  are  taken 
50  or  60  miles  to  be  confined  in  gaols, 
and  the  upshot  is  that  in  minor  ofiPences 
the  magistrates  will  not  convict,  not  de- 
siring to  see  people  sent  so  far  away. 
This  is  altogether  a  different  matter  to 
the  question  of  expense,  and  I  hope  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Financial  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  will  take  it  into  ac- 
count. 

Me.  JACKSON:  I  understand  that 
this  question  of  the  establishment  of 
lock-ups  is  to  be  considered.  I  think, 
however,  it  will  be  found  that  it  will  not 
be  prisoners  sentenced  to  short  terms  of 
imprisonment  who  will  be  confined  in 
these  places,  but  persons  under  arrest 
and  awaiting  trial. 

Mb.  MURPHY:  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  will  find  that  the  Commis- 
sioners recommend  that  short-term  pri- 
soners should  be  confined  in  legalized 
police  cells  in  the  local  places. 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  With 
regard  to  the  position  of  medical  officers 
attached  to  prisons,  I  think,  if  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  go  into  the  matter  and 
give  it  the  attention  it  deserves,  he  will 
find  that  the  members  of  the  Profession 
at  present  attached  to  prisons  are  sub- 

i'ect  to  what  is  a  considerable  grievance. 
Nothing  can  better  show  up  how  these 
gentlemen  are  situated  than  the  contents 
of  a  communication  I  have  received 
during  the  past  few  days.  This  com- 
munication was  received  by  me  not  from 
any  Irish  Nationalist,  but  from  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Medical  Profession  who  is 
distinctly  and  indisputably  a  Tory.  He 
wished,  if  it  were  possible  for  him  to  do 
80,  to  lay  before  this  House  a  grievance 
that  was  felt  by  the  Profession  in  re- 
gard to  these  prisons.  When  medical 
officers  were  under  the  old  Prisons 
Board  they  were  only  asked  to  attend 
the  prisons  on  certain  days  in  the  week, 
not  daily,  as  they  are  at  present.     This 
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gentleman  to  whom  I  refer  is  in  oharge 
of  a  very  large  prison  in  the  South  of 
Ireland.  In  days  gone  by  he  only  had 
to  attend  two  days  in  the  week ;  bat  he 
is  now  called  upon  to  attend  daily.  This 
is  one  case ;  but  I  think,  if  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  take  the  matter  up,  he 
will  find  that  the  grievance  is  felt  nil 
round — that  what  is  the  case  in  connec- 
tion with  one  prison  is  practically  the 
case  all  round.  Tho  medical  officer  I 
have  mentioned,  in  the  old  days,  only 
had  to  attend  the  jail  two  days  a- week ; 
but,  owing  to  prisons  in  other  districts 
being  closed  up,  the  number  of  prisoners 
under  his  care  greatly  increased;  in  fact, 
as  he  tells  me,  it  increased  from  67  to 
1 76,  throwing  increased  duties  upon  him. 
A  daily  attendance  then  became  neces- 
sary. Well,  if  increased  attention  and 
attendance  on  the  part  of  the  medical 
officers  is  rendered  necessary  by  the 
adoption  of  prison  reforms,  it  follows 
that  these  gentlemen  should  be  paid 
higher  salaries.  I  do  not  wish  to 
delay  the  Committee  ;  I  wish  to  get 
through  with  this  matter  as  quickly  as 
I  possibly  can ;  therefore,  I  will  only 
say  that  I  hope  the  Government  will 
give  this  point  their  careful  attention. 
If  they  do,  I  think  they  will  acknow- 
ledge the  necessity  of  doing  something 
to  remedy  the  grievance  I  have  referred 
to.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  desires  it,  I 
will  give  him  the  name  of  the  prison  in 
question,  and  I  will  also  show  liim  that 
the  medical  men  in  a  number  of  other 
prisons  in  the  South  of  Ireland  are 
similarly  situated. 

Mr.  HARRIS  (Galway,  E.):  I  should 
like  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  state  of  Galway  Gaol.  I 
have  some  personal  experience  of  what 
I  am  going  to  say.  Some  of  the  oells 
are  too  small  for  the  health  of  any  per- 
son who  may  be  confined  in  them,  and  I 
cannot  believe  that  it  is  tho  djsire  of  the 
Government  to  injure  tho  health  of  the 
criminals  whom  they  may  send  to  prison. 
Those  cells  are  only  7  feet  by  6  feet, 
which  is  a  very  small  space  indeed,  and 
there  is  no  proper  ventilation  in  them. 
In  another  part  of  the  prison  the  cells 
are  fairly  good,  the  size  having  been 
materially  increased.  I  think  about 
half  the  prisons  now  have  these  larger 
colls.  The  reform  should  be  extended 
to  the  other  half.  I  would  also  draw 
attention  to  the  fact  that  there  are  no 
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books^that  there  ia  no  libraiy — in  tliis 
priBoa.  [ Laughter. 'j  Hon.  Qentlemen 
may  laugh;  but  according  to  the  regu- 
lations there  should  be  books  in  the 
prisons  for  the  prisoners  to  read — or  a 
certain  class  of  prieonera.  It  is  an 
nnfortunate  thing  that  on  the  Sabbath 
day  the   prisoners  can  get  nothing  to 

Un.  DEA8Y  (Mayo,  W.) :  I  desire  to 
ask  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Qentle- 
man  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  a 
quostion  which  la  veryimportant  to  hon, 
Gentlemen  from  Ireland.  I  put  (town  a 
Kotice  a  few  days  ago,  asking  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gealleman  whether 
the  sum  due  to  the  Grand  Juries  in  Ire- 
land under  the  Prisons  Act  of  1878 
had  been  recouped  by  direction  of  the 
Queen's  Bench.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  in  reply,  said  he  did 
not  know  that  the  Queen's  Bench  had 
given  any  decision  at  all  on  the  subject. 
Well,  I  am  sure  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  cannot  have  made 
full  inquiry  into  the  subject,  otherwise 
be  would  not  have  given  that  answer. 
Ae  a  matter  of  fact,  the  case  which  re- 
sulted in  the  decision  in  question  was 
tried  in  1S83  by  the  Queen's  Bench,  and 
B  decision  was  given  which  directed  the 
Government  to  recoup  the  Grand  Juries 
in  Ireland  certain  sums  whichhad  accrued 
due  between  the  year  1878  and  the  date 
of  the  decision  in  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench.  The  sum  due  to  each  county 
was  small ;  but  still  there  was  a  snm  due 
to  them  in  the  hands  of  the  Government, 
which  had  not  been  handed  over  to  the 
Grand  Juries.  I  do  not  wish  to  go  into 
particulars  at  this  moment;  but  if  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  ia  not 
aware  of  them,  I  shall  be  happy  to  fur- 
nish him  with  all  the  information  in  my 
possession. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IREL.\ND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  The  answer  I  gave  to  the  hon, 
Uember  the  otiier  evening  was  that  I 
was  not  acquainted  with  any  case  tried 
in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  or  any 
other  Court,  in  which  it  was  decided  that 
the  Government  should  recoup  the  Grand    '{"*  V-,^ 
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Db.  tanner  :  1  should  like  to  re- 
ceive an  assurance  from  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  if 
possible,  as  to  some  step  being  taken  to 
remove  the  grievance  of  the  medical 
officers  of  prisons. 

Mb.  JACKSON :  I  will  give  the  hon. 
Member  the  assurance  he  asks  for. 

Vote  agrted  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed) 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  eit  again." — (J/r- 
Jaekton.) 

Me.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland):  I  must  say  I  am  surprised 
at  a  Motion  involving  such    a  waste  of 

Fublio  timecoming  from  the  Government, 
t  ia  only  a  few  minutes  past  2  o'clock, 
and  we  on  these  Benches  are  perfectly 
fresh.  ["Oh,  oh!"]  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Kennington  (Mr.  Gent-Davis) 
dissents  from  my  view  as  to  the  desira- 
bility of  going  on  with  the  Business  of 
Supply.  I  can  understand  his  condition ; 
I  do  not  suppose  ho  is  very  fresh  ;  for  if 
I  had  been  shouting  as  much  as  be  has 
during  the  night  I  should  be  in  a  state 
of  abject  exhaustion  by  this  time.  I 
cannot  understand  why  the  Government 
should  be  BO  anxious  to  adjourn.  I 
shaUnot  vote  against  them,  because,  for, 
my  own  part,  I  am  favourable  to  ad- 
journments at  such  late  hours  of  the 
night;  but  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  will 
not  stand  up  to-morrow,  and,  because  of 
the  slow  progress  made,  object  to  hon. 
Members  on  these  Benches  criticizing 
the  subject-matter  of  the  Votes.  We 
have  got  on  very  smoothly  for  the  past 
hour  and  a- half,  and  perhaps  we  should 
have  managed  to  make  much  greater 
progress  than  even  we  have  made  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  taken  the 
trouble  to  be  a  little  more  courteous  in 


The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND   (Sir    Michael    HicKs-BeAcn) 
(Bristol,  W.) :  I  will  not  say  anything 
in   reply  to  thuse  observations ;  but  if 
the  Committee  is  willing  to  go  on  with 
LiTpeBted    I  added    ^^^  Estimates  I  am  sure  the  Government 
J  me  with  tiarticu    '  ''""^  ""  objection.     We  cannot  take  the 
e^I  should  be  glad  to  make  '  J"«.^  Constabulary   Voto  this  evening. 

it.  and  that  I  now  repeat.  '  ,^°'"  \'  ''^^  ^^^^  ^"^^^^  '°  P"'  ^^^ »  ^r"" 
'^         for  to-morrow.     We  must  go  to  Class 
IV. 


Juries 

that  ifhewou 
lars  of  the  cas 

inquiries  into  it.  and  that  I  now  repeat. 
If  he  will  fumisli  me  with  the  parti- 
culars I  certainly  will  inquire  into  the 
matter. 


Motion,  by  leave,  icithdrawn. 
2  B  2 
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Class  IV. —Education,  Science, 

AND  Art. 

(10.)  £1.322,989,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Public  Education. 

Mb.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal,  E.):  I  had  intended  to  bring  for- 
ward the  case  of  the  annual  grant  to  the 
Middle  Grade  School  near  Swansea ; 
but,  first  of  all,  at  this  hour  of  the  night 
1  doubt  whether  the  Committee  would 
very  well  relish  being  detained  the 
necessary  length  of  time  to  enable  me 
to  lay  the  details  before  it.  Besides,  I 
was  rather  gratified  at  the  tone  of  the 
assurances  we  received  some  nights  ago 
from  the  Government  in  the  discussion 
which  arose  on  the  Motion  that  the 
Speaker  leave  the  Chair  to  go  into  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  on  the  Civil  Service 
Estimates.  I  will,  therefore,  in  consi- 
deration of  the  assurances  we  then  re- 
ceived, abstain  from  detaining  the  Com- 
mittee on  this  particular  case.  I  cannot 
help  expressing  a  hope  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  reconsider  the  decision  which 
they  arrived  at  in  regard  to  it.  I  am 
satisfied  that  a  very  grievous  hardship 
has  been  inflicted  on  the  managers  of  the 
school  in  question,  and  that  while  it  is, 
perhaps,  the  hardest  case  that  has  ever 
arisen  under  the  rule  which  relates  to  it, 
the  school  has  such  merits  in  its  favour 
as  would  warrant  the  reconsideration 
and  reversal  of  the  decision  already 
arrived  at 

Mr.  CONWAY  (Leitrim,  N.) :  I  am 
sure  the  Committee  will  forgive  me  if  I 
say  a  word  or  two  on  this  subject.  I 
had  the  honour  of  moving  a  Motion  with 
respect  to  the  scheme  the  other  evening, 
and  I  met  with  the  sympathy  of  the  House 
then  ;  but  since  that  discussion  I  have 
read  with  considerable  interest,  not  un- 
mingled  with  astonishment,  the  evidence 
given  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Depart- 
ment before  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Primary  Education-  I  am  almost  in- 
clined, notwithstanding  the  assurances 
of  the  hem.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
East  Donegal  (Mr.  Arthur  O'C(mnor),  to 
take  a  vote  on  the  reduction  of  the 
amount  to  bo  devoted  to  Public  Educa- 
tion. AVe  find  that  in  evidence  before 
the  Royal  Commission,  Mr.  Cumin, 
Secretary  to  the  Committee  of  Council 
on  Education,  called  attention  to  a 
i^eech  of  the  late  Mr.  Forster,  formerly 
vice  President  of  the  Council,  in  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said  that 


the  denominational  echools  should  not 
clash  with  the  board  Bchools,  and  that 
there  should  be  no  rivalry  between  them. 
And  yet,  by  the  action  of  the  Depart- 
ment, rivalry  has  been  created,  with  the 
result  that  a  number  of  the  denomina- 
tional schools  has  been  suppressed — that 
is,  suppressed  so  far  as  participating  in 
the  public  grant  goes,  not  suppressed  as 
to  actual  existence.  If  they  do  not  ob- 
tain recognition  by  the  Board,  which 
has  power  to  override  recognition  by  the 
Department,  they  do  not  participate  in 
the  grant,  and  the  result  is  that  they 
are  denominated  adventure  schools.  In 
adventure  schools  the  education  the 
children  receive  is,  of  course,  of  a  low 
class,  and  in  the  half-time  districts 
the  children  are  sent  to  these  schools 
as  being'  those  at  which  the  mini- 
mum amount  of  attendance  and  the 
lowest  standard  of  education  are  exacted. 
So  that  the  school  board  authorities 
do  not  reap  the  reward  of  their 
selfishness,  for  these  children  do  not 
come  to  them.  The  parents  decline  to  pnt 
their  children  into  the  board  schools. 
In  187U  Mr.  Forster  declared  that  the 
Privy  Council  had  the  power  to  deter- 
mine whether  certain  schools  should  or 
should  not  be  considered  necessary,  and 
this  view  was  shared  in  by  the  Marquess 
of  Ripon.  The  dictum  of  the  noble 
Marquess,  however,  has  been  overturned 
by  the  interpretation  put  on  the  Educa- 
tion Act  by  the  present  Permanent 
Secretary  to  the  Department,  Mr. 
Patrick  Cumin,  who  would  reduce  the 
denominational  schools  to  the  position 
of  the  schools  which  I  have  described 
as  private  adventure  schools.  Mr. 
Patrick  Cumin  has,  in  fact,  interpreted 
this  Act  from  his  own  reading  of 
it.  I  am  not  going  to  criticize  the 
ability  of  ^Ir.  Cumin — we  all  know  that 
he  has  been  for  years  a  most  efficient 
public  servant.  Wo  are  also  v/ell  awaro 
that  he  has  had  for  his  legal  services  in 
the  Department  an  increase  of  salary — 
ho  receives  certain  emoluments  for  ser- 
vices as  Secretary,  and  £500  for  legal 
services.  But  the  interpretation  of  the 
Act  is  contrary'  to  tho  intentions  of  the 
originators  of  the  Act,  to  the  ditta  of 
the  late  !Mr.  W.  E.  Forster  and  the 
Marquess  of  Ripon.  Mr.  Cumin  steps 
in  and  interprets  the  Act  to  his  own 
liking,  and  against  denominational 
schools.  I  think  I  shall  be  perfectly 
within  my  right  in  moving  to  reduce  hia 
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salary  by  £500.  According  to  the  Re- 
turos  and  to  the  evidence  furnished  to 
us,  Mr.  Cumin  has  actually  been  the 
means  of  the  suppression,  since  1876,  of 
50  denominational  schools.  While  I 
would  like  to  meet  the  Committee  in  the 
best  possible  spiiit,  I  think  the  Com- 
mittee would  forgive  me  if  I  were  to 
put  them  to  the  trouble  of  a  division. 
Owing,  however,  to  advice  which  I  have 
received  from  a  source  I  am  willing  to 
respect,  I  will  not  trouble  the  House 
with  a  division,  but  will  simply  put 
before  the  Department,  through  the 
medium  of  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council,  an  alternative. 
The  Department  has  power,  under 
Article  135  of  the  Code,  to  formulate 
a  Minute ;  this  Minute,  if  it  were 
placed  upon  the  Table  in  the  next 
Session  of  Parliament,  would  certainly 
satisfy  me— a  provisional  Minute  giving 
the  Department  power  to  bring  these 
schools  within  its  scope,  and  to  ad- 
judicate upon  their  necessity  or  other- 
wise. I  did,  in  the  last  Session  of  Par- 
liament, put  a  series  of  Questions  upon 
this  matter  in  the  endeavour  to  impress 
upon  the  Department  that  it  has  power, 
under  the  98th  section  of  the  Education 
Act,  to  determine  whether  a  school  be 
necessary  or  not.  Unfortunately  for 
denominationalists,  the  Department  has 
handed  over  that  power  to  school  boards. 
Now,  I  ask  them  to  withdraw  it  until 
th*e  final  Report  of  the  Commission,  and 
to  themselves  determine  whether  a  school 
be  necessary  or  not.  I  am  perfectly 
certain  that  if  the  Vice  President  were 
to  put  such  a  Minute  on  the  Table  this 
House  would  come  to  his  assistance, 
and  concede  the  power  1  have  in  view 
to  the  Department  until  the  Royal  Com- 
mission has  issued  its  Report  and 
legislation  can  be  initiated.  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Heniy  Holland) 
will  take  my  remarks  into  his  favourable 
consideration. 

Mr.  CONYBEARE  (Cornwall,  Cam- 
borne) :  I  only  wish  to  say  one  or  two 
words  on  this  occasion.  I  was  not  in 
the  House  when  this  Vote  came  on  just 
now.  I  understand  that  the  Govern- 
ment, profiting  by  the  experience  of  a 
few  nights  ago,  offered  to  report  Pro- 
gress. And  I  am  bound  to  say,  in  the 
interests  of  those  who  are  not  present, 
and  who  I  know  would  have  been 
anxious  to  discuss  this  Vote,  that  I 
regret  the  Motion  to    report  Progress 


was  resisted  on  tliis  side  of  the  House. 
Had  I  been  in  the  House  I  should  have 
acted  consistently  with  the  attitude  I 
took  the  other  evening,  and  have  sup- 
ported the  proposition  to  report  Pro- 
gress. I  merely  rise  now  in  order  to 
renew  the  protest  which  I  made  the 
other  evening,  but  which  I  shall  not 
carry  further  than  a  mere  verbal  protest 
— that  it  is  inexpedient — I  will  not  use 
a  stronger  word — that  these  Estimates 
should  be  taken  at  this  hour  of  the 
morning  (2.40).  And  I  say  this  all  the 
more  anxiously  on  this  occasion  because 
I  was  talking  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Leicester  (Mr.  Picton)  this  evening,  and 
he  expressed  a  great  deal  of  satisfac- 
tion at  the  Vote  not  having  been  allowed 
to  come  on  on  Monday  evening,  because, 
as  he  told  me,  he  was  interested  in  it,  and 
hoped  to  take  part  in  the  discussion  which 
might  arise.  Through  the  action  taken 
this  evening,  the  hon.  Member,  not  being 
present,  is  precluded  from  taking  part 
in  the  discussion.  I  shall  not  trouble 
the  Committee  with  any  Motion  on  the 
subject.  [**Move!"]  No;  I  will  not 
move  to  report  Progress.  There  are 
various  matters  in  regard  to  which  I 
have  been  memorialized  by  school 
teachers  in  my  own  constituency,  and 
which  I  should  like  to  lay  before  the 
Committee.  I  shall  not  trouble  the 
Committee  at  this  hour  of  the  morning 
— I  would  rather  prefer  to  reserve  the 
complaints  which  my  own  constituents 
have  asked  me  to  lay  before  the  Com- 
mittee imtil  a  more  suitable  opportunity 
in  the  Estimates  of  next  year. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  I  have,  indeed,  made  a  very 
great  sacrifice  in  assisting  the  Qovern- 
ment  to  proceed  with  this  Vote  at  this 
time  of  the  morning  (2.45),  because  I  do 
not  know  any  Vote  in  the  whole  of  the 
Estimates  in  which  I  take  a  deeper 
interest,  or  upon  which  I  am  more  in- 
clined to  speak  at  great  length.  At  this 
hour  in  the  morning,  however,  I  would 
not  be  justified  in  imposing  upon  the 
Committee  any  lengthened  observations ; 
but  perhaps  I  may  just  occupy  a  few 
minutes  of  the  attention  of  hon.  Mem* 
bers.  I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Vice  President  of  the  Oouncii  (Sir 
Henry  Holland)  will  take  the  oppor- 
tunity he  now  has  of  initiating  a  large 
policy  with  regard  to  education  in  this 
country.  Last  year  the  nght  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  West  Birming* 
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ham   (Mr.    Joseph    Chamberlain),   un- 
questionably attracted  a  great  deal  of 
attention,  and  obtained  a  good  deal  of 
popularity,  by  the  oflter  of  free  schools. 
Well,   Sir,  I   am  sufficiently  impartial 
upon  this   question    to   hope  that  the 
Government  will  be  able  to  adopt  the 
same  platform  with  certain  modifications. 
I  think  it  would  be  desirable  that  edu- 
cation in  this  country  should   be  gra- 
tuitous, but  upon  the  principle  that  fair 
play  should  be  given  to  all  sections  of 
educational  thought  on  this  question.  On 
this  question  I  wish  to  speak  with  mode- 
ration, because  I  think  the  country  is 
moderate  upon  it  also.     I  do  not  think, 
except  in  a  few  cases,  that  there  is  very 
much  extravagant  feeling  on  the  subject, 
and  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  will  be 
able  to  devise  a  settlement  satisfactory 
to  the  country  if  he  will  boldly  set  him- 
self to  the  task.     I  am  perfectly  con- 
vinced that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
were  to  endeavour  to  enforce  upon  the 
country  a  completely  secular  system  of 
education  he  would  find  this  task  at  pre- 
sent impossible.    I  know  there  is  a  very 
powerful  and  very  enlightened  section  of 
public  opinion  in  this  country  which  is  in 
favour  of  completely  secular  education  ; 
but  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  if  the 
experiment  were  tried  at  this  moment  it 
would  not  meet  with  the  approval  of 
the  majority   of    the    English   people. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  must  say  I  do  not 
like  many  things  in  the  present  school 
board  system.     It  appears  to  me  an  ex- 
tremely illogical  compromise.     I  think 
it  is  unfair  to  both  the  Catholic  and  the 
Hebrew  child  to  have  to  attend  these 
schools,  though,  if  I  remember  rightly, 
there  is    some   consideration  shown  in 
the  case  of  a  Hebrew  child.     But  some 
people  are  under   the   impression  that 
the  present  schools  are,  to  a  large  ex- 
tent,  unsectarian  in  character.      I    do 
not  share  that  opinion.     School  boards 
are    sectarian    in    character,    at   least 
in    the   eyes    of   Catholics.     I    under- 
stand  there    are    daily  readings   from 
the  Testament,  with  explanations  from 
the  masters  reading  them.     I  do  not 
wish  to   enter  upon   any  controversial 
subject ;   but  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
me  will  know  that  the  reading  of  the 
Testament  with  explanations  and  com- 
ments by  a  non-Catholic  teacher  does 
not  recommend  itself  to  Catholic  parents 
or  to  Oatholic  children.    Therefore,   I 

Mr.  T.  P.  (y  Connor 


think   that    the    present  school  board 
system  cannot  be  described  as  wholly 
unsectarian  in  its  character.     I  speak 
with  some  trepidation  on  this  question, 
knowing  how  bitterly  feeling^  are  ex- 
cited upon  it ;  but  I  think  ti^t  means 
can  be  found  by  which,  at  the  same 
time,  education  can  be  made  gratuitons, 
and  full  justice  can  be  done    to  the 
claims  both  of  the  secular  and  of  the  deno- 
minational schools.     I  understand  that 
in  my  own  constituency  the  school  board 
adopts  a  very  moderate  policy,  and  does 
not  do  anything  to  commit  itself  to  any 
action  which  might  be  called  unfair  com- 
petition with  the  existing  schools  of  the 
different  denominations.    I  do  not  quite 
share  the  views  which  were  expressed 
by  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Conway)  of  the 
action  of  Mr.  Cumin.     I  do  not  know 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
have  time  this  year  to  approach  this 
very  great  problem ;  but  I  am  sure  that 
he  can  take  it  up  with  advantage  now 
that  the  public  opinion  of  this  country 
has  reached  a  stage  which  will  allow 
the  matter  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  tho- 
roughly just  spirit.    A  good  deal  of  the 
wild  prejudice  which  existed  on  this 
question  some  years  ago   has    passed 
away ;  and  it  is  clear  that  all  Parties — 
with  the  exception,  of  course,  of  the  ex- 
treme politicians  on   either    side— are 
willing  that  the  settlement  should  be 
moderate  as  well  as  large. 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  Henry  Hollakd) 
(Hampstead) :  Sir,  I  have  listened  with 
attention,  and  I  hope  profit,  to  the 
speeches  of  hon.  Members  upon  this  im- 
portant subject  of  education ;  but  I 
hope  I  shall  not  bo  accused  of  want  of 
courtesy,  or  of  not  being  alive  to  the 
importance  of  the  question,  if  I  deal 
somewhat    briefly    with    the    different 

Eoints  and  suggestions  which  have  been 
rought  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee.  And  this  for  two  reasons 
— first,  because  my  right  hon.  Prede- 
cessor (Sir  Lyon  Play  fair)  made,  in 
June  last,  an  able  and  most  exhanstiTe 
statement,  dealing,  more  or  less  folly, 
with  many  of  the  questions  raised  to- 
night; and  I  feel  sure  the  Commit- 
tee would  not  desire  that  I  should, 
at  this  late  hour,  travel  over  the  same 
ground ;  and,  secondly,  because  the 
Boyal  Commission  on  Elementary  Edu- 
cation is  still  sitting,  and  evidence  has 
been  given,  and  more  will  probaUj  b* 
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given,     upon    the    principal    subjects 
touched  upon  to-night.     Till   they  re- 
port  the  Education   Department  could 
take    no    step    in    the    direction    sug- 
gested, even  if  it  were  thought  desirable. 
My  right  hon.  Predecessor,  in  his  state- 
ment, declined,   for  this  latter  reason, 
to   argue   debateable  questions,  which 
would  be  dealt  with  by  the  Eoyal  Com- 
mission ;  and  I  shall,  with  all  respect  to 
the  Committee,  adopt  the  same  course. 
In  truth,  these  questions  are  removed, 
if  I  may  so  say,  from  the  Court  of  the 
Education  Department  to  the  Court  of 
the  Eoyal  Commission  ;   and,  just  as  in 
legal  matters  it  is   thought  to  be   in- 
expedient to  discuss  and  prejudge  ques- 
tions which  are  8ub  judice^  so  in  these 
educational    matters   it  would   not    be 
desirable  or  expedient  for  the  Depart- 
ment to  make  any  change  of  a  substan- 
tial character  in  the  law,  or  in  the  prac- 
tice which  has  prevailed  in  giving  effect 
to  that  law,   until  the  Eoyal  Commis- 
sion has  reported.  For  this  reason  I  will 
not  go  into  that  class  of   cases  where 
complaint  is  made  that,  in  school  board 
districts,  voluntary  schools  have  been  re- 
fused   grants.     The   hon.  Member  for 
East  Donegal   (Mr.   Arthur  O'Connor) 
lias   made   a   special   reference   to  one 
well-known  case,  the  Dan-y-Graig  case ; 
but  he  has  postponed  any  further  dis- 
cussion upon  it  to  a  future  and  better 
occasion.      In    these    circumstances,    I 
shall,  of  course,   not  go  into  it ;  but  I 
venture  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
hon.   Member   to   mv   defence    of    the 
action  of  the  Department  in  that  case 
which  I  made  in  the  debate  on  educa- 
tion last  June  ;    and  it  is  because  the 
Eoyal  Commission  is  still  sitting  that  I 
am  quite  unable  to  assent  to  the  sug- 
gestion made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Leitrim  (Mr.  Conway),   that  the 
Department  should  pass  a  short  Minute 
to  the  effect,  as  I  understood  him,  that 
it  would  not  sanction   the  enlargement 
of  premises  by  a  school  board  in  cases 
where  they  thought  that  the  necessary 
accommodation  in  the  district  would  be 
found  by  a  voluntary  school,  but  that 
they    should    make    a  grant    to    such 
school.     Such   a  Minute   would  be,   I 
apprehend,  in  direct  conflict  with  the 
existing  law,  and  could  not  be  made 
until  that  law  is  altered ;  and  such  an 
alteration,  as  I  have  before  said,  could 
not  properly  bo  undertaken  by  the  De- 
partment until  the  Commission  has  re- 


ported. Let  mo  observe,  in  passing, 
that  the  hon.  Member  fell  foul  of  Mr. 
Cumin,  the  Permanent  Under  Secretary 
of  the  Education  Department,  for  having 
wrongly  interpreted  the  law,  and  forced 
his  interpretation  upon  the  Department. 
That  is  an  error.  Mr.  Cumin,  of  whose 
ability  no  one  can  entertain  any  doubt, 
did,  as  legal  adviser  to  the  Department, 
put  forward  his  construction  of  the  Act 
of  1870.  But  the  hon.  Member  did  not 
refer  to  the  fact  that  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crown  had  supported  him  in  that 
construction.  Let  me  refer  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  answer  to  Question  1,882 
of  the  evidence  before  the  Eoyal  Com- 
mission. It  is  there  stated  that  both 
the  Attorney  and  the  Solicitor  General 
(the  late  Sir  George  Jessel  and  the 
present  Lord  Chief  Justice)  were  asked 
their  opinion  as  to  what  the  words  that 
the  school  board  were  entitled 

'Ho  provide  such  additional  accommodation 
as  is  in  their  opinion  necessary  " 

meant ;  and  they  said  that 

*'it  gave  absolute  discretion  to  the  school 
boards  to  supply  such  additional  accommodation 
as  was  in  their  opinion  necessary.'* 

That  is  in  exact  accordance  with  the 
opinion  and  advice  of  Mr.  Cumin.  I 
would  cite  also  the  opinions  of  the  late 
Eight  Hon.  W.  E.  Forsterand  the  Mar- 
quess of  Eipon  as  to  the  meaning  and 
intention  of  the  Act,  which  will  be  found 
stated  in  the  answer  to  Question  1,995, 
and  which  fully  confirm  the  view  taken 
by  the  Department.  But  I  desire  to 
state  for  myself,  and,  I  believe,  for  the 
Department,  that  in  our  opinion  full  re- 
cognition should  be  made  of  voluntary 
eflort,  and  no  injustice  should  be  done 
to  voluntary  schools.  Fair  play  should 
bo  shown  to  both  classes  of  schools — 
board  and  voluntary.  We  bear  in  mind 
Mr.  Forster*s  statements  in  1870,  when 
introducing  the  Bill.  I  would  prefer  to 
give  to  the  Committee  the  exact  words 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He 
said — 

<<  We  must  take  care  not  to  destroy  in  build- 
ing up— not  to  destroy  the  existing  system  in 
introducing  a  new  one.  .  .  .  Our  object  is  to 
complete  uie  present  voluntary  system,  to  fill 
up  gaps  ....  and  welcoming  as  much  as  we 
rightly  can  the  co-operation  and  aid  of  those 
benevolent  men  who  desire  to  assist  their  neigh- 
bours. .  .  .  Not  only  do  we  not  neglect  volnn* 
tary  help,  but,  on  condition  of  respecting  the 
rights  of  parents  and  the  rights  of  conscience, 
we  welcome  it.  .  .  .  We  acknowledge  and  make 
the  utmost  possible  use  of  present  educational 
efforto.*'— (3  Sonsard,  [199]  443-4,  460,  464.) 
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If  it  can  be  shown,  from  the  experience 
of  15  years,  that  the  working  of  the  Act 
has  unduly  hampered  the  voluntary 
schools,  further  legislation  may  be  re- 
quired ;  but  that  is  a  matter  which  is 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Royal 
Commission,  and  we  must  wait  for  their 
Heport  before  introducing  any  change. 
I  have  been  obliged  at  this  late  hour  to 
deal  very  briefly  with  the  points  brought 
under  the  notice  of  the  Committee ;  but 
I  hope  I  have  made  clear  the  position 
of  the  Department.  Wo  are  fully  alive 
to  the  importance  of  the  questions ;  but 
our  action,  except  as  to  administrative 
details,  is  for  the  j)rcsent  necessarily 
stayed  until  the  Royal  Commis.sion  make 
their  Report.  As  to  the  complaints  made 
by  the  lion.  Member  for  the  Camborne 
Division  of  Cornwall  (Mr.  Conyboare), 
I  will  beg  him  to  bring  them  before  me 
oflBcially,  and  I  can  assure  him  they 
shall  receive  careful  consideration.  And 
as  to  the  exhortation  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  Scotland  Division  of  Liver- 
pool (Mr.  T.  P,  O'Connor)  that  I  should 
distinguish  myself  by  a  large  and  bold 
policy,  and  initiate  the  principle  of  free 
education,  with  certain  modifications  and 
limitations,  I  am  afraid  I  must  content 
myself  with  pointing  out  to  him  that  I 
could  not  undertake  such  a  revolution 
in  the  present  system  while  the  Royal 
Commission  is  sitting. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(11.)  £170,043,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  the  Science  and  Art  Department. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  have  a 
few  points  in  connection  with  this  Vote 
to  submit  to  the  Committee.  They 
chiefly  relate  to  the  establishment  in 
Dublin.  The  Science  and  Art  Institu- 
tion in  Dublin  is  analogous,  though  on 
a  very  much  smaller  scale,  to  the  British 
Museum  here ;  and  I  and  others  have 
protested  over  and  over  again  against 
the  system  of  managing  the  Science  and 
Art  Establishment  in  Dublin  from  Lon- 
don. It  leads  to  no  end  of  inconvenience 
and  trouble  in  Dublin,  and,  I  am  sure, 
to  a  great  deal  of  worry  and  annoyance 
to  the  officials  in  London  ;  besides  this, 
it  very  greatly  impairs  the  usefulness  of 
the  institution.  I  do  not  propose  to  go 
fully  into  the  question— it  would  take 
up  too  much  time— but  I  particularly 
vish  to  direct  attention  to  a  question  I 
raised  several  years  ago,  and  that  is  the 
treatment  meted  out  to  the  Librarian. 
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At  the  head  of  the  Dublin  National 
Library,  which  forms  part  of  the  Science 
and  Art  Institution,  is  a  gentleman  with 
whom  I  am  very  well  acquainted.  He 
is  a  man  who  is  as  well  qualified  for  the 
position  he  holds  as  any  man  in  Eng- 
land, Ireland,  or  Scotland.  He  is  hard- 
working and  courteous;  in  fact,  he  is 
in  every  way  qualified  for  his  post. 
Now,  I  want  to  point  out  that  the 
salary  this  gentleman  receives  is  utterly 
and  entirely  insufficient  for  a  man  of  his 
class.  I  draw  attention  to  this  matter 
entirely  on  my  responsibility.  I  have 
never  been  asked  by  the  Librarian  to 
bring  the  matter  before  the  notice  of  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons; 
indeed,  I  have  never  heard  him  make 
the  smallest  complaint  as  to  his  treat- 
ment. If  you  turn  to  the  salaries  paid 
to  the  officials  at  the  British  Museum, 
you  fiud  that  the  salary  of  the  Principal 
Librarian  and  Secretary  is  £1,200  a-year, 
with  an  official  residence  ;  that  the  sala- 
ries of  the  Keepers  of  Departments  are 
£750  a-year,  with  official  residences; 
that  the  salaries  of  the  Assistant  Keepers 
of  Departments  are  £600  a-year.  Kow, 
the  salary  of  the  gentleman  who  is  the 
Librarian  of  the  National  Library  of 
Ireland,  and  who  is  a  man  who  has 
made  a  scientific  study  of  his  work,  is 
only  £450  a-year,  and  that  is  his  maxi* 
mum  salary.  When  I  drew  attention 
to  this  subject  before  the  salary  of  this 
Librarian  was  only  £350.  I  am  very 
glad  there  has  been  an  increase.  I  think 
my  demand  that  the  salary  of  this  gen- 
tleman be  still  further  increased  is  a 
very  moderate  one.  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  you  should  put  him  upon  an 
equality,  as  regards  remuneration,  with 
the  Chief  Litirarian  of  the  British 
Museum ;  but  I  think  it  is  ridiculous 
that  the  head  Librarian  of  the  National 
Library  in  Ireland  is  not  entitled  to  as 
large  a  salary  as  the  Assistant  Keepers 
of  Departments  at  the  British  Museum. 
All  I  want  to  urge  on  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Vice  President  of  the 
Council  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  is  that  he 
ought  to  put  it  to  the  Treasury  whether 
they  could  not  increase  this  gentleman's 
salary  to  £hOO  a-year.  I  repeat,  I  make 
this  proposition  upon  my  own  responai- 
bility.  I  am  pretty  intimate  with  the 
Librarian,  having  come  in  contact  with 
him  when  I  have  gone  to  the  Library  to 
read ;  but  I  have  never  had  the  sUffhtest 
conversation  with  him  on  tids  suojeot. 
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Another  point  to  which  I  desire  to  direct 
attention  is  the  expenditure  on  the  pur- 
chase of  books.  I  see  there  is  spent 
annually  in  the  purchase  of  books  for 
the  British  Museum  somewhere  about 
£30,000,  whereas  there  is  only  £1,000 
spent  in  the  purchase  of  books  for  the 
National  Library  of  Ireland.  I  do  think 
that  a  fair  proportion  would  be  about 
one-fifteenth  part  of  what  is  spent  for 
the  British  Museum.  The  Dublin  Li- 
brary is  very  largely  used,  and  the  Go- 
vernment is  now  building  new  premises 
for  this  Library.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
say  that  we  are  entitled  to  as  much  as 
the  British  Museum  ;  but  I  think  it  is  a 
very  moderate  request  indeed  that  the 
£1,000  now  allowed  annually  for  the 
purchase  of  books  for  our  Library  should 
be  increased  to  £2,000.  I  could  speak 
at  very  great  length  on  this  Yote,  but  I 
do  not  think  the  time  (2.55)  suitable; 
and,  therefore,  I  will  confine  my  obser- 
vations to  the  two  points  I  have  men- 
tioned. 

The  vice  PEESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (SirHENBYHoLLAND)(Hamp. 
stead) :  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  make 
such  an  inquiry  as  is  suggested  by  the 
hon. Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dillon) 
into  the  character  and  work  of  the 
Librarian,  as  I  am  quite  aware  of  his 
high  character,  and  of  the  good  work 
he  has  done.  I  am  inclined  to  agree 
with  the  hon.  Member  that  the  salary 
of  the  Librarian  is  low ;  but  the  point 
is  new  to  mo,  and  I  cannot  make 
any  promise  upon  it,  except  that  I 
will  inquire  into  the  matter.  If  it  is 
thought  reasonable  that  the  salary  should 
be  raised,  I  hope  I  shall  have  the  sup- 
port of  the  hon.  Member  in  the  attempt 
to  soften  the  proverbially  stony  heart 
of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Financial  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury.  As  to  increasing 
the  amount  allowed  for  purchase  of 
books,  that  point  also  has  not  been 
brought  under  my  notice;  but  I  will 
inquire  into  it,  and  see  what  amounts 
are  allowed  in  other  cases.  I  agree  with 
the  hon.  Member  that  it  will  hardly  be 
fair  to  make  any  comparison  with  the 
amount  allowed  to  the  British  Museum, 
as  that  is  not  the  Library  of  London, 
but  of  the  nation  at  large.  We  must 
look  to  the  sums  allowed  to  other  local 
li  Di*ai*i  Afl 

Dr.  TANNEE  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  It  is 
not  my  intention  to  go  into  this  subject 
at  very  considerable  length.    I  wish  to 


confine  my  remarks  on  this  occasion 
within  the  shortest  possible  limits.  As 
regards  Ireland,  the  question  of  educa- 
tion is  of  vital  importance ;  and  I  hoped 
not  only  to  have  spoken  upon  it,  but 
also  to  have  heard  what  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  had  to  say  upon  the  subject. 
We  are  now  dealing  with  the  question 
of  Science  and  Art ;  and  as  an  Irishman 
standing  in  this  House,  which  was  de- 
signed by  Barry  and  decorated  by 
Maclise,  I  feel  proud  of  participating  in 
the  Vote  before  the  House.  Irishmen 
have  always  been  to  the  fore,  especially 
in  the  department  of  Science  and  Art, 
and  I  say  that  this  House  is  a  standing 
monument  of  their  ability  and  capacity. 
[**  Oh,  oh  !  "]  I  am  not  going  into  the 
subject  of  technical  education  ;  but  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  who  cry  **0h!" 
must  be  aware  of  the  great  advantages 
which  technical  education  necessarily 
confers.  That  is  a  recognized  fact,  and 
I  am  not,  at  the  present  hour,  going  into 
the  subject  at  great  length.  The  amount 
we  are  asked  to  vote  is  not  too  large 
when  we  consider  the  vast  importance 
of  the  facts  connected  with  it ;  but  I 
think  when  we  come  to  deal  with  this 
matter  in  connection  with  Ireland  we 
shall  find  that  there  are  one  or  two 
things  to  be  borne  in  mind.  The  Hoyal 
College  of  Science  and  Art  is  an  Insti- 
tution of  comparatively  recent  date. 
The  original  Institution  was  entitled  a 
Museum,  and  there  has  been  consider- 
able discussion  with  regard  to  it  as 
connected  with  technical  education  in 
Ireland.  A  Memorial  was  signed  in 
which  the  question  of  increasing  the 
facilities  for  technical  education  was 
first  considered,  and  which  went  on  to 
say  that  this  should  be  done  in  accord- 
ance with  the  views  of  the  Memorialists. 
The  next  communication  goes  on  to  tell 
of  the  existence  of  this  Museum  of  Irish 
industry,  of  which  the  Royal  College  of 
Science  is  the  lineal  descendant.  The 
Memorialists  said  that  the  objects  they 
had  in  view  would  be  best  promoted  by 
placing  the  Museum  under  the  control 
of  the  Eoyal  College  of  Science,  and 
thus  extending  the  usefulness  of  an 
Institution  little  availed  of.  I  should 
like  to  meet  the  wishes  of  hon. Gentlemen 
on  all  sides  by  making  my  remarks  as 
brief  as  I  possibly  can.  Now,  I  point 
out  that  in  Ireland,  in  connection  with 
this  College  of  Science,  there  are  many 
points  of  controversy.    In  the  first  place, 
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we  find  that  the  College  of  Science  is 
situated   in  rather    an    out-of-the-way 
district  of  Dublin,  and  that  the  artizans, 
who  are  entitled  to  all  the  advantages 
connected  with  technical  education  which 
ought  to  be,  and  are,  gradually  being 
opened  to  them,  cannot  take  advantage 
of  this  Institution  in  consequence  of  its 
being  so  situated.     They  have  accord- 
ingly made  the  suggestion  that  schools 
should  be  opened  in  at  least  two  or  three 
districts,  and  that  the  staff  of  the  Boyal 
College  of  Science  should  be  utilized  to 
impart  instruction  to  them  on  certain 
evenings  of  the  week,  the  salaries  of  the 
instructors  being,  of  course,  raised  for  the 
increased  work  they  would  have  to  do. 
My  object  is  to  draw  attention  to  the 
fact  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  poor 
working  people  to  obtain  the  technical 
instruction  they  are  entitled  to   under 
the  present  system.  [**  Divide,  divide! "] 
Her  Majesty's  Government  would  have 
us  believe  that  they  are  the  friends  of 
the  working  man  ;  but  when  I  stand  up 
here  for  the  working  man, I  find  that  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  shout  me  down. 
"What  I  have  said  in  connection  with 
this  case  is  equally  true  in  Cork.     We 
have   a   very  large   and   beautiful  Art 
School  built  there,  owing  to  the  munifi- 
cence of  a  gentleman  who  gave  a  large 
sum  of  money  for  the  purpose.     This 
school,  in  itself,  is  very  useful ;  and,  as 
the  inhabitants  state,  it  has  opened  up 
a  career  of  usefulness  which  will  be  bene- 
ficial to  the  town  as  well  as  to  them- 
selves.    In  our  city  of  80,000  inhabi- 
tants, we  find,  in  connection  with  insti- 
tutions like  this,  that  the  artizans  are 
unable  to  take  advantage  of  the  classes 
which  are  open  for  their  instruction,  the 
working  end  of  the  city,  if  I  may  call  it 
so,  being  distant  three  or  four  miles  from 
the   shopkoeping  portion    of  the  city. 
We   are,    therefore,    trying  to   open  a 
second  school  where  such  technical  edu- 
cation as  is  given  in  the  Hoyal  College 
of  Science   shall   be  available  for    the 
people.     What  wo  are  trying  to  do  in 
Cork  I  hope  will  bo  done  in  other  parts 
of  the  country.     I  invite  the  attention 
of  English  Members  to  this  fact.     Do 
we  not  see  the  decline  of  British  trade, 
and  are  we  not  going  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  of  that  decline  ?     We  are  here, 
among  other  reasons,  for  the  purpose  of 
improving  British  trade ;  and  I  ask  what 
is  the  use  of  such  Heports  as  I  hold  in  my 
liand  unless  they  are  attended  to  by  the 
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Government?  We  send  Inspectors  to 
the  schools  abroad — ^to  Germany,  to 
France,  and  other  countries ;  and  ought 
we  not  to  instruct  ourselves  by  the  know- 
ledge which  they  impart  ?  I  say  that 
it  is  by  scientific  and  technical  education 
that  we  can  improve  the  trade  of  the 
country.  This  matter  is  certainly  one 
which  should  not  be  sneered  at  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite ;  on  the  contrary, 
it  is  deserving  of  the  attention  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  in  the  moat  ex- 
tended sense.  I  ask  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  whether  the  communications 
on  this  subject  which  were  received  by 
his  Predecessor  from  various  artizan 
clubs  in  Dublin  and  from  the  artizans 
in  Cork  and  Belfast  merit,  and  will  re- 
ceive, his  attention? — because  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  carrying  out  of  the 
suggestions  therein  contained  will  be  of 
more  benefit  to  Ireland  than  many  of 
the  ephemeral  schemes  which  have  been 
put  forward. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
I  do  not  propose  to  detain  the  Commit- 
tee for  any  length  of  time ;  but  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  some  questions  arise 
in  connection  with  this  Vote  which  are 
worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  (Go- 
vernment, and  certainly  of  those  Mem- 
bers of  it  who  are  responsible  for  the 
Government  of  Ireland.    The  first  ques- 
tion I  refer  to  is  that  of  the  College  of 
Science  and  Art  in  Dublin.     That  is  a 
question  which  is  capable  of  enormous 
development.     At  the  present  time  it  is 
of  very  little  use,  and  what  it  does  is 
entirely  the  result  of    the   generosity, 
devotion,  and  ability  of  those  who  are 
teachers  in  it ;  but  if  it  received  from 
the  State  the  encouragement  which  it 
deserves,  it  will  be  of  the  utmost  use  to 
the  artizan  population  in  Ireland.     It 
did,  for  some  time,  good  service,  because 
artizans  and  mechanics  were  admitted 
free;  but  shortly  after  that  there  was 
a  small  charge  upon  those  who  desired 
to  become  students  of  the  Institution, 
and  the  result  was  that  it  ceased  to  be 
of  any    practical    utility.     The  Senior 
Professor   of  this  Institution  gaye  evi- 
dence before  the  Committee,  of  which  I 
was  a  Member,  to  the  effect  that  if  there 
was  to  be  any  development  of  technical 
education  in  Ireland  it  must  be  carried 
on  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  because 
the  mechanics  of  Ireland  are  too  poor 
to  support  a  system  of  technical  inatmo* 
tion.    Now,  I  think  it  is  worthy  of  the 
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consideration  of  the  Gentleman  who  is 
Vice  President  of  the  Council  (Sir  Henry 
Holland),  and  who  takes  very  great  inte- 
rest in  everything,  I  believe,  which  tends 
to  the  welfare  and  advancement  of  the 
people  of  Ireland — I  say  it  is  worthy  of 
bis  attention  that  the  question  of  the 
development  of  technical  instruction  in 
Ireland  should  be  brought  forward  as  a 
matter  of  definite  public  policy.     Then, 
Sir,  I  have  to  refer  to  the  question  of  the 
Geological   Survey    of    Ireland.       The 
learned  Professor   at  the  head  of   the 
College  in  Dublin  is  a  man  of  consider- 
able experience  as  a  geologist,  and  was 
able  to   give    the  Committee  valuable 
opinions  as  to  what  could  be  done  by 
the  Government  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
veloping the  mineral  wealth  of  Ireland. 
At  present  there  are  only  two  mineral 
industries  which  pay  in  Ireland.     There 
are  some   coal    mines  which  pay,  and 
some  iron  mines  which  pay ;  but  there 
is  no  other  mineral  deposit  which  can 
be  worked  profitably.  I  have  the  opinion 
of  a  most  distinguished  mineralogist  in 
Ireland,  that  there  should  be   borings 
carried  on  throughout  Ireland.     [**  Oh, 
oh  !  "]     This  question  is  also  worthy  of 
the  attention  of  the  Government,  and 
especially  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Vice  President,  and  who,  notwith- 
standing the  jeers  of  some  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite,  will,  I  trust,  consider  it. 
The  Professor  also  recommended  that 
there  should  be,  at  a  trifling  expense,  a 
series  of  experiments  carried  on,  in  order 
to  discover  what  are  the  mineral  deposits 
in  Ireland  and  those  which  it  would  pay 
to  work ;  and  I  believe  that  there  are  such 
deposits  to  bo  found,  if  the  Government 
will  do  what  is  wanted  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  industrial  resources  of  the 
country.     I  believe  that  there  are  con- 
siderable deposits  of  coal  and  iron  ;  and 
that  if  these  are  brought  together,   as 
they  would  be  brought  together  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  there  would  be  an 
iron  and  steel  industry  in  Ireland  which 
would  rival  the  most  successful  industries 
in  those  two  countries.   I  am  aware  that 
the  iron  industry  is  not,  at  the  present 
time,  very  successful  in  England  ;  but  it 
must  be  remembered  that  there  is  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  iron  sent  over  from 
Ireland  to  England  for  the  purpose  of 
smelting.     This  iron   makes  the  finest 
steel,  and  if  the  deposit  were  properly 
developed  I  am  convinced  that  it  could 
be  made  of  great  benefit  to  the  people 


of  Ireland.  I  represent  a  district  in 
which  there  are  very  large  coal  mines ; 
it  is,  in  fact,  with  one  exception,  the  only 

?art  of  the  country  where  mining  pays, 
n   Antrim   there  are  found   enormous 
deposits  of  iron,  a  large  quantity  of  which 
is  shipped  to  England;  whereas,  if  we  had 
a  Government  in  Ireland  which  would 
be  able  to  inquire  closely  into  the  re- 
quirements and  capacities  of  the  coun- 
try, those  two  deposits  could  be  brought 
together  and  worked  with  advantage  to 
the  Irish  people.      Now,   I  urge  upon 
those  who  are  responsible  for  the  de- 
velopment of  education  in  Ireland,  and 
for  the  advancement  of  education  among 
the  people,  to  consider  these  questions  of 
technical  education  and  natural  deposits 
which  so  closely  affect  the  future  de- 
velopment of  Irish  resources.     I  believe 
if  the  Government  would  devote  their 
attention  to    these  matters  that    they 
might  do  enormous  good  to  the  people 
of  Ireland.     I  am  boimd  to  say  that 
this  is  a  question  which  does  not  come 
within  the  vortex  of  political  strife,  and 
that  if  the  Government  would  undertake 
to  deal  with  it,  as  far  as  I  and  the  Eepre-  « 
sentatives  of  the  greater  part  of  Ireland 
are  concerned,  we  shall  be  prepared  to 
give  them  the  most  cordial  assistance  in 
their  attempts  to  improve  the  material 
position  of  the  people.     We  have  within 
reach  the  means  of  improving  their  con- 
dition immensely,    and   all   that  is  re- 
quired is  that  there  should  be  direction, 
inspection,  and  encouragement  proceed- 
ing from  the  Government,  because  Ire- 
land is  not  like  England — in  this  respect ; 
because  England  is  so  rich,  that  Eng- 
lishmen can  develop  their  own  indus- 
tries   and   private   enterprizes;    and  I 
should  like  to  know  in  what  other  coun- 
try, except  America,  is  personal  enter- 
prize  able  to  do  what  it  does  here  ?    On 
the  Continent,  Governments  superintend 
what  is  here  done  by  private  enterprize; 
and  Ireland,  above  all  things,  needs  the 
care  of  the  Government  in  this  respect. 
Therefore,  I  submit  to  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent that  he  should  do  all  in  his  power, 
as  I  believe  he  will,  for  the  purpose  of 
developing  the  plans  of  Irishmen  who 
are  anxious  to  improve  the    material 
prosperity  of  their  country. 

Sir  HENRY  HOLLAND :  Of  aU  the 
many  important  and  pressing  points 
connected  with  education,  perhaps  none 
is  more  important  and  pressing  than 
that  of  technical  education.    It  is,  there- 


759 


Supply —  Civil 


{COMMONS} 


Service  JSetimaiii 


760 


fore,  very  desirable  that  it  should  be 
brought  before  Parliament  in  a  more 
definite  form,  and  at  a  better  oppor- 
tunity, and  at  a  time  when  it  can  be 
fully  discussed.  However  anxious  I  am 
to  promote  technical  education,  nothing 
of  importance  can  really  be  done  to 
secure  a  uniform  and  thorough  sj-stom 
until  Parliament  has  decided  two  ques- 
tions ;  first,  how,  and  by  whom,  the  cost 
of  erecting  and  maintaining  technical 
schools  is  to  be  borne;  and,  secondly, 
whether  the  attendance  shall  be  made 
compulsory  for  a  longer  time  than  it  is 
at  present.  I  fear,  unless  that  is  done, 
technical  education  in  its  full  sense  can 
^  hardly  be  taught,  though  much  may  be 
done  in  that  direction.  I  will  not  now 
discuss  the  subject  further;  but  I  will 
point  out  to  the  hon.  Member  (Dr. 
Tanner)  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Manchester  (Sir  Henry  Roscoe) 
has  given  Notice  of  a  Motion  for  next 
Session,  which  will  raise  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  technical  education,  and  I  hope 
that  an  early  opportunity  will  be  found 
for  bringing  on  that  discussion.  As  to 
'  the  suggestion  made  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Tyrone  (Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny) 
that  a  grant  should  be  made  for  boring 
in  different  parts  of  Ireland,  with  a 
view  to  test  the  mineral  resources,  coal 
andiron,  of  that  country,  I  will  consider 
the  matter;  but  I  entertain  great  doubts 
whether  the  Treasury  will  assent  to  any 
such  application. 

Dr.  tanner  :  I  will  defer  making 
some  remarks  on  several  other  points 
upon  which  I  wish  to  speak  until  the 
Report  stage. 

Sir  henry  HOLLAND:  If  the 
hon.  Gentleman  will  come  and  see  me 
at  the  Department,  we  shall  be  more 
likely  to  come  to  some  understand- 
ing. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR:  May  I 
ask  how  soon  will  the  Geological  Sur- 
vey of  Donegal,  the  county  I  represent, 
be  completed  ?  This  is  the  only  county 
in  Ireland  where  the  Geological  Survey 
is  not  completed.  I  am  afraid  there  is 
a  great  deal  of  time  being  wasted  in  this 
matter,  and  it  is  very  important  that  the 
survey  should  be  completed. 

Sir  HENRY  HOLLAND:  I  will 
inquire  into  the  matter. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

(12.)  £77,285,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  the  British  Museum. 

Sir  Eenry  Holland 


Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

*'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £3,607,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  National  Gallery." 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  I  observe  that  the  Leader  of 
the  House  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
is  fast  asleep  on  the  Treasury  Bench — ^I 
see  he  is  now  awake.  I  had  been  going 
to  remark  that  I  did  not  think  it  de- 
sirable to  steal  a  march  on  him  by 
going  on  with  any  further  Votes.  Not 
because  I  am  not  perfectly  fresh ;  but  I 
observe  that  we  have  reduced  to  slumber 
not  only  the  noble  Lord,  but  the  ma- 
jority of  hon.  Members  opposite.  Seve- 
ral questions  of  great  importance  arise 
on  this  Vote,  and  I  see  on  the  Paper 
several  Notices  of  Amendments  to  it. 
Several  important  purchases  are  contem- 
plated by  the  Department,  and  are  to  be 
brought  under  discussion ;  and  for  these 
reasons  I  think  it  would  perhaps  be  as 
well  to  leave  the  discussion  of  this  Vote 
over  until  to-morrow. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  ix)b 
IRELAND  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Bkach) 
(Bristol,  W.) :  I  hope  we  may  be  allowed 
to  go  on  to  the  end  of  this  Glass. 

Mb.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR :  I  should  be 
quite  willing  personally.  I  assure  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  I  could  go  on  for 
several  hours  more.  But  I  know  what 
a  severe  strain  all  this  involves  upon 
hon.  Members  opposite.  This  is  a  \M3te 
to  which,  unless  I  am  much  mistaken, 
Notice  of  Amendment  has  been  put  by 
several  hon.  Members,  all  of  whom  are 
absent.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  I  think 
there  is  an  item  in  the  Vote  in  reheard  to 
some  of  the  Blenheim  sales.  ( **  No, 
no!'']  Yes;  in  connection  with  the 
National  Portrait  Gallery. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  or  tub 
COUNCIL  (Sir  Hexry  Holland) 
(Hampstead) :  This  Vote  is  for  the  Na* 
tional  Gallery. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.):  I 
see  an  Amendment  on  the  Paper  in  the 
name  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Kirkcaldy 
(Sir  George  Campbell).  I  would  suggest 
that  the  National  Gallery  Vote  should 
be  postponed. 

Da.  TANNER  (Cork  Co..  Mid) :  There 
is  just  one  question  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Henry  Hol- 
land), and  that  is,  whether  the  National 
Gallery  is  opened  on  Sundays? 
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Sir  henry  HOLLAND :  No. 

Dr.  tanner  :  Then,  if  it  is  not,  I 
know  for  certain  there  are  a  great  many 
Members  of  this  House  who  will  oppose 
the  Vote.  As  they  are  not  present  the 
Vote  should  bo  postponed.  I  myself 
desire  to  speak  on  it,  and  take  a  division 
on  it. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEAOH  :  If 
the  Yote  is  opposed  it  will  not  be  rea- 
sonable to  take  it  now.  The  only  Votes 
to  which  Notice  of  opposition  has  been 
given  are  the  National  Gallery  and  the 
National  Portrait  Gallery. 

MotioD,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

(13.)  £7,400,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Learned  Societies  and  Scientific  Investi- 
gation. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
I  wish  to  say  just  one  word  on  this  Vote. 
I  see  that  a  portion  of  the  Vote  goes  to 
cover  the  expense  of  supplying  news- 
papers with  forecasts  of  the  weather. 
We  see  these  forecasts  in  the  London 
daily  papers;  and  I  must  say  for  the 
last  few  years  they  have  been  uniformly 
wrong.  Now,  I  want  to  know  whether, 
if  the  Meteorological  Society  is  to  exist, 
it  is  to  continue  in  its  present  state,  or 
go  on  improving  ?  I  believe  there  is  no 
use  in  having  such  a  Society  if  it  does 
not  go  on  improving,  for  I  have  never 
yet  known  it  produce  a  weather  prophet 
who  has  been  able  to  give  the  slightest 
idea  of  what  the  weather  is  going  to  be. 
This  is  a  Vote  under  which  we  gave 
£15,300  last  year,  and  under  which  we 
are  giving  the  same  amount  this  year, 
for  the  luxury  of  reading  in  The  Times 
certain  forecasts  of  the  weather  which 
are  always  wrong.  [**  No,  no  !  '*]  Yes  ; 
I  challenge  any  hon.  Member  to  point 
to  a  single  forecast  in  The  Times  news- 
paper, within  the  last  12  months,  that 
has  been  right.  There  has  not  been  one. 
In  fact,  it  is  almost  safe  to  go  on  the 
principle  that  exactly  the  reverse  of  that 
which  is  predicted  in  The  Times  forecasts 
will  happen.  1  am  of  opinion.  Sir,  that 
if  this  State  subsidy  to  the  meteorolo- 
gists is  to  continue,  these  gentlemen 
should  show  some  reason  for  it,  or,  at 
least,  that  the  result  of  their  inquiries 
has  been  tojadvanco  science.  Because, 
after  all,  what  is  the  use  of  pursuing 
any  object  for  a  scientific  purpose  unless 
we  are  able  to  arrive  at  a  definite  re- 
sult? The  only  object  of  science  is  to 
arrive  at  definite  information.     I  assert 


that  in  connection  with  these  meteoro- 
logical investigations  we  have  arrived 
at  no  definite  information,  and  that  the 
gentlemen  who  conduct  them  have  failed 
to  effect  the  object  for  which  the  State 
subsidizes  them.  I  would  ask  the  atten- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  respon- 
sible for  this  Vote  to  this  question  of 
meteorology,  so  that  he  may,  if  possible, 
stimulate  these  gentlemen  in  their  re- 
searches and  induce  them  to  furnish  to 
the  State  some  Report  which  will,  if 
possible,  enable  Parliament  to  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  their  Institution  and 
their  Society,  or  their  **  Council,"  as 
they  call  it,  is  one  that  is  worthy  of 
continued  support. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(14.)  £6,152,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  London  University. 

(15.)  £6,000,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  University  College,  Wales. 

(16.)  £1,837,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Deep  Sea  Exploring  Expedition  (Re- 
port). 

Dr.  TANNER  (Cork,  Co.,  Mid) :  I 
should  like  to  have  some  assurance  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  charge  of 
this  Vote  as  to  what  is  the  great  prac- 
tical benefit  that  has  accrued  from  this 
Deep  Sea  Exploring  Expedition — ^from 
this  cruise  of  the  Challenger,  We  heard 
a  great  deal  about  it  at  the  time  it  took 
place ;  but,  so  far  as  I  can  gather  from 
the  Reports  which  reached  us  from  the 
Expedition  in  the  years  1873-4-5-6, 
the  principal  result  has  been  to  find 
places  at  the  bottom  of  the  ocean  most 
suitable  for  laying  down  cables.  I 
should  like  to  know  something  about 
the  matter. 

Commander  BETHELL  (York,  E.R., 
Holderness) :  The  result  of  these  in- 
vestigations has  been  30  large  volumes ; 
and  if  the  hon.  Member  will  study  these 
log  books  he  will  perfectly  understand 
the  object  of  the  Expedition. 

Dr.  tanner  :  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  has  referred  me  to  30  odd 
volumes ;  but  I  maintain  that  we  should 
not  be  always  asked  to  read  these  terrible 
volumes  which  are  issued  from  time  to 
time  in  connection  with  our  scientific 
services.  I  should  like  to  hear  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  Henry  Hol- 
land), or  any  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
to  do  with  the  Vote,  in  a  short  and  sue- 
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oinot  form,  what  is  the  meaning  of  this 
oharge? 

Sir  HEEBERT  MAXWELL  (A 
Lord  of  the  Treasury)  (Wigton) :  The 
hon.  Member  has  alluded  to  the  true 
origin  of  this  Expedition — namely,  the 
great  extension  of  the  Sub-Marine  Tele- 
graph Service,  and  the  immense  develop- 
ment of  telegraphic  communication  be- 
tween the  different  parts  of  the  world.  I 
am  sure  the  Committee  will  not  be  in- 
clined to  underrate  the  importance  of 
that  matter.  Then,  of  course,  connected 
with  this  Expedition,  there  has  been 
an  immense  development  of  biological 
science.  It  may  be  interesting  to  know 
that  the  great  cause  of  the  delay  which 
has  occurred  in  the  publication  of  these 
volumes  of  Reports — which  will  be  all 
completed  by  the  end  of  next  year — 
arose  from  the  illness  of  many  of  the 
distinguished  men  who  are  preparing 
the  volumes,  and  from  the  death  of  one. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  '*  That 
the  Chairman  do  report  Progress,  and 
ask  leave  to  sit  again," — {Mr.  Jackson j) 
— put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow. 

Committee  to  sit  again  To-morrow. 

SUPPLY.— REPORT. 

Resolutions  [15th  September]  re- 
ported, 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  I 
drew  attention  in  Committee  to  the  case 
of  Mr.  Jephson,  a  public  official.  He 
was  engaged  as  a  Director  of  one  of 
those  Companies  in  Ireland  which  de- 
luded people  into  subscribing  their 
money,  and  which  eventually  came  to 
smash.  I  asked  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  —  who 
did  not  pay  any  attention  to  my  request 
— to  say  something  on  the  matter.  I 
wished  him  to  give  an  express  direction 
that,  for  the  future.  Government  officials 
should  not  act  as  Directors  in  these 
speculations  for  the  future.  But,  as  I 
say,  I  got  no  reply  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  I  bog  now  to  ask  for  some 
assurance  on  the  subject. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  Michael  Hicks  -  Beacu) 
(Bristol,  W.) :  I  noticed  at  the  time 
the  observations  which  fell  from  the 
hon.  Gentleman ;  but  amongst  the  many 

Dr.  Tanner 


subjects  to  which  mj  attention 
directed  I,  unfortunately,  overlooked 
this  matter.  I  may  now  inform  the  hon. 
Gentleman  that  I  have  communicated 
with  Dublin  on  the  subject. 

Resolutions  agreed  to. 

House  adjourned  at  Four  o'dook 

in  the  moming 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Friday,  llth  September,  1886. 


MINUTES.]— Supply— 0o»«tVf«r^<f  in  Committer 
—  Civil  Seryice  Estimatss— Class  III.  — 
Law  and  Justice,  Vote  30;  Clam  IV. — 
Education,  Science,  and  Art,  Votee  4  &  6, 
10  to  18;  Class  V. — Foreign  a«d  Colonial 
Sbryjces,  Votes  1  to  8 ;  Class  VI.— Nok- 
Effectiye  and  Charitable  Sbryicss,  Votes 
1  to  9 ;  Class  VII. — Miscellaneous,  Votes 
1  &  2 ;  Reyenue  Departments,  Votee  I.  to 
V. ;  Class  III. — Law  and  Justice,  Vote  7 
and  Vote  for  Crofters  Commission  ;  Class  IV. 
—Education,  Science,  and  Art,  Vote  18; 
Class  VII.— Miscellaneous,  Vote  2. 
Mesolutiont  [September  16]  reports. 

Ways  and  ilBAVB—eoHsidtred  in  Otnumittei — 
£20,089,689,  Consolidated  Fund. 

QUESTIONS. 


WAR    OFFICE  —  ORDNANCE   DEPART- 
MENT—THE STOREKEEPERS  AT 
PURFLEET. 

Majob  EASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  aaked 
the  Surveyor  General  of  the  Ordnanoe, 
Whether  the  men  employed  in  charge  of 
stores  at  the  Goyernment  Maganne, 
Furfleet,  are  entitled  to  a  peDsion  after 
twenty  years'  seryice,  taking  into  oon- 
sideration  the  risk  incurred  in  their 
work,  and  the  fact  that  their  pay  hat 
been  reduced  ? 

The  SUEVEYOE  GENEEAL  (Mr. 
Nortucote)  (Exeter):  The  men  employed 
at  Purfleet  serve  on  the  same  conditions 
as  men  employed  elsewhere  under  the 
Ordnance  Store  Department.  Unless 
their  employment  commenced  before  the 
19th  of  April,  1859,  they  are  not  entitled 
to  ponsious.  lu  the  event  of  their  being 
injured  while  on  duty,  through  no  fault 
of  their  own,  they  would  be  entitled  to 
compensation.  Their  pay  has  not  beea 
reduced. 
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LAW    AND    JUSTICE   (IRELAND)— KEL- 

RUSH  PETTY  SESSIONS— ILLEGAL 

FISHING-CASE  OF  MR.  SIMON 

M*AULIFFE. 

Mr.  cox  (Clare,  E.):  asked  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, If  it  is  a  fact  that,  at  a  Court  of 
Petty  Sessions  held  recently  at  Kilrush, 
in  the  county  of  Clare,  an  extensive 
stake  net  proprietor  named  Simon 
M'Auliffe,  who  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Limerick  Board  of  Conservators,  was 
prosecuted  for  illegally  fishing  his  weirs 
in  the  tidal  waters  during  the  weekly 
close  time;  whether,  though  the  case 
was  clearly  proved  against  him,  the 
magistrates  inflicted  only  the  minimum 
penalty  of  £10,  the  maximum  penalty 
being  £60  ;  whether  M'Auliflfe  will  be 
permitted  to  retain  his  seat  at  the  Board 
of  Conservators ;  whether  proprietors  of 
salmon  weirs  and  seine  and  drift  nets 
are  allowed  to  act  in  the  capacity  of 
Conservators ;  whether  a  strict  and  im- 
partial inquiry  will  be  held  into  the 
question  of  illegal  net  fishing  in  the 
estuary ;  and,  whether  any,  and  what, 
steps  will  be  taken  to  prevent  wholesale 
poaching  in  the  lower,  middle,  and 
upper  waters  of  the  Shannon  ? 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) (who  replied)  said  :  The  facts 
are  as  stated  in  the  first  and  second  para- 
graphs of  the  Question  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber. There  is  no  power  to  deprive  Mr. 
M*Auliffe  of  his  seat  at  the  Board  of 
Conservators.  Proprietors  of  several 
fisheries,  valued  at  £100  a-year,  are  by 
statute  constituted  ex  o^n'o  conservators, 
and  such  proprietors  may  use  salmon 
weirs  or  seine  or  drift  nets.  Inquiries 
have  been  held — one  of  them  very  lately — 
into  the  question  of  illegal  net  fishing  in 
the  estuary  of  the  Shannon,  and  a  bye- 
law  is  being  prepared  with  a  view  of 
meeting  some  of  the  evils  now  existing. 
The  Conservators  are  the  body  charged 
with  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  to  pre- 
vent poaching. 

WAR    OFFICE  —  CAMPAIGN     IN    THE 

SOUDAN— SUPPLY    OF    ARMS 

AND    STORES. 

Mr.  DE  lisle  (Leicestershire,  Mid) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
Whether  Lord  Wolseley,  either  before, 
during,  or  after  the  Soudan  Campaign, 
made  any  complaints  or  reprosontations 


to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  oon- 
ceming  the  arms  and  stores  supplied 
during  that  Campaign,  or  concerning 
the  organization  and  management  of 
the  Ordnance  Department;  and,  if  he 
did,  whether  Her  Majesty's  Government 
will  lay  such  document  or  documents 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  ? 

Thb  SECEETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster): 
In  reply  to  my  hon.  Friend,  I  have  to 
say,  in  reference  to  any  representation 
made  by  Lord  Wolseley  diiring  the  cam- 
paign in  the  Soudan,  that  I  can  only 
refer  him  to  the  answer  which  I  gave  in 
this  House  on  the  20th  of  August  to  a 
Question  of  a  similar  character  to  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  Koohester  (Colo- 
nel Hughes-Hallett).  As  regards  any 
representation  made  by  Lord  Wolseley 
before  or  since  the  campaign,  my  hon. 
Friend  is  aware  that  Lord  Wolseley 
has  been  and  is  Adjutant  General,  and 
in  that  position  Minutes  of  a  confi- 
dential character  have,  no  doubt,  been 
communicated  by  him  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  ;  but  it  would  be  entirely  with- 
out precedent,  and  contrary  to  the  public 
interest,  that  such  Minutes  should  be 
made  public.  I  have  already  said  that 
all  complaints  which,  have  reached  the 
War  Office  during  the  past  five  years 
would  be  submitted  to  the  Commission 
of  Inquiry  already  appointed. 

Mr.  DE  LISLE  asked  if  the  evidence 
given  by  the  Commission  would  be  laid 
before  the  House  ? 

Me.  W.  H.  smith  :  The  evidence 
as  well  as  the  Eeport  will  be  presented 
to  the  House. 

POST    OFFICE    (IRELAND)— THE    BUB- 
POSTMASTER    OF    STRADBALLY, 

CO.  WATERFORD. 
Mr.  p.  J.  POWEE  (Waterford,  E.) 
asked  the  Postmaster  General,  Whether 
he  has  been  officially  informed  of  the 
death  of  the  Sub -Postmaster  of  Strad- 
bally,  county  Waterford ;  has  a  memo- 
rial, influentially  signed  by  the  resi- 
dents of  Stradbally  and  district,  been 
received  by  him  requesting  the  appoint- 
ment of  Miss  Finn  to  the  position  of 
Postmistress ;  and,  in  filling  this  posi- 
tion, he  intends  acceding  to  the  wishes 
of  the  memorialists  ? 

The  POSTMASTER  GENEEAL  (Mr. 
Eaikes)  (Cambridge  University) :  The 
nomination  to  the  situation  of  Sub- 
Postmaster  in  Stradbally  rests  with  the 
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Lords  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Memo- 
rial to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers 
has  been  forwarded  by  the  Post  OflSce 
to  their  Lordships. 

THE  IRISH  LAND  COMMISSTON— 
ADVANCES    TO    TENANTS    FOR    PUR- 
CHASE OF  HOLDINGS. 

Mk.  MAHOXY  (Meath,  N.)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether  the  Land 
Commission  has  lately  refused  to  ad- 
vance money  to  the  tenants  for  the  pur- 
chase of  their  holdings  on  the  estates  of 
the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne,  Mr.  S.  M. 
Hussey,  and  Mr.  Taaffe ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  can  state  the  number  of 
years*  purchase  which  the  tenants  in 
each  case  had  agreed  to  pay,  and  the 
grounds  on  which  the  Commissioners 
refused  to  make  the  advances  asked 
for? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  'Bristol,  W.) : 
It  is  quite  true  that  the  Land  Commis- 
sioners have  declined  to  sanction  the 
loans  applied  for  in  the  case  of  four 
holdings  out  of  several  on  the  estate  of 
Mr.  Hussey,  and  that  they  have  refused 
the  proposed  terms  in  the  case  of  two 
tenants  on  the  estate  of  the  Marquess 
of  Lansdowne.  Thev  have  also  been 
unable  to  agree  to  the  terms  proposed 
for  the  purchase  of  the  Taaffe  estate, 
and  they  have  communicated  their  rea- 
sons for  doing  so  to  the  solicitors  acting 
for  the  tenants.  In  taking  these  steps 
the  Land  Commissioners  have  exercised 
the  discretion  vested  in  them  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  and  I  cannot  state  their 
reasons. 

LABOURERS  (IRELAND)  ACT  —  THE 
SCHEME  FOR  THE  OLDCASTLE 
UNION— THE  LOCAL  GOVEHNMENT 
BOARD  INQUIRY  UNDER  THE  ACT. 

Mh.  MAHONY  cMeath.  X.^  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether  he  can  state 
why  the  Local  Government  Board  for 
Ireland  have  not  as  vet  issued  the  Pro- 
visional  Orders  for  the  Oldcastle  L'ni'in. 
under  the  Labourers  ;Treland^  Act, 
although  the  local  inquiry  was  hold  as 
far  back  as  the  16th  of  April  last  ? 

The  chief  i^ECKl*:TAKY  Sir 
Michael  Huks- Beach"  ^Brist  »1.  AV.'  : 
The  scheme  in  this  case  is  a  vorv  exton- 
sive  one,  relating  to  the  erection  of  J 1 5 
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houses ;  and  the  inspection  of  the  dies 
proposed,  and  the  correspondence  sub- 
sequent to  the  inquiry,  has  necessarily 
occupied  considerable  time.  The  order 
is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Board^s  soli- 
citor, who  has  been  instructed  to  prepare 
it  as  soon  as  possible. 

LABOURERS  (IRELAND)  ACT-SCHEMES 

IN  THE  ARDEE  UNION— THE  LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT  BOAUD  INQUIRY 

UNDER  THE  ACT. 

Mr.  T.  p.  gill  (Louth,  S.)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lien- 
tenant  of  Ireland,  What  is  the  cause  of 
the  delay  in  the  holding  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  inquiry  in  the 
Ardee  Union,  which  has  been  expected 
for  several  months  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.): 
Ardee  Union  is  waiting  its  turn  until 
the  services  of  an  Inspector  are  avail- 
able to  hold  the  inquiry;  it  will  be 
held  as  soon  as  possible.  The  Inspec- 
tor's hands  are  quite  full  at  present,  the 
schemes  submitted  being  very  numerous. 

PRISONS  (IRELAND)— KILKENNY  GAOL 
—RELIGIOUS  PROVISION  FOR  PRES- 
BYTERIAN  PRISONERS. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  8.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  If  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  a  letter  in  Tk$ 
Northern  Whig  of  the  10th  instant, 
signed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Whigham,  ex- 
Moderator  of  the  General  Assembly, 
and  from  which  the  following  is  an 
extract : — 

**  A  few  months  ago  eight  Presbyteriaa  pri- 
soners were  removed  to  the  gaol  in  KiUcenny. 
It  was  expected  by  those  who  knew  the  cir* 
cumstances  that  some  provision  would  be  made 
for  their  spiritual  oversight  and  care  bj  a 
minister  of  their  own  Church.  Accordingly, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Cooke,  Presbyterian  miniiter  of 
Kilkenny,  applied  to  the  General  Pritona 
Hoani  for  an  appointment  as  chaplain  to  folfil 
that  duty,  but  ho  mt't  with  a  blunt  refosal. 
The  McKltTator  made  application  to  tho  Lord 
I.i'  uitcint,  an-1  Sir  U-ib^rt  Hamilton,  Under 
Sn  ntary.  w.is  s-licittil  to  interpose,  in  the  in- 
t»  rests  K.4  doeenoy  an-l  justice,  but  all  to  no 
purpi^so.  The  liwn-o  wont  f«»rth  that  the  Prea- 
byti-rian  prisoners  :ih>nld  be  denii.-d  the  minia- 
tr.itiojisof  tht;ir«'Wii  Churcli.  Mr.  Cooke  waa 
rffusvl  pt'rmission  even  to  see  them.  He  was 
infonnoii.  hi>wevor,  thut  by  a  byelaw  he  might 
be  all  -w cd  tt>  -»■•'  a  pri9«jni.'r,  on  l»Mve  being 
iiski'd  iiud  obtiiined  fr^m  tho  Prisons  Doar{ 
j  but  th:it  the  vi^it  c^'uM  not  be  rei>oatcd  without 
'  similar   permission  asked  and  received.    Hr. 
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Cooke  Tory  properly  would  not  submit  to 
such  degrading  conditions.  It  was  strongly 
urged  upon  the  authorities  that  these  unhappy 
men  ought  in  all  propriety  to  be  provided 
with  the  means  of  such  moral  and  religious 
instruction  as  would  be  most  likely  to  touch 
their  hearts,  and  lead  them  to  repentance  and 
a  better  life ;  but  such  considerations  seemed  to 
have  no  weight  with  the  members  of  the 
Board.    No  concession  would  be  made  ;  ** 

and,  whether  the  facts  are  as  stated; 
and  if  so,  whether  care  will  in  future 
be  taken  to  see  that  Presbyterian  pri- 
soners are  not  deprived  of  the  ministra- 
tions of  their  own  clergy  ? 

The  chief  SECEETARY  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.) : 
The  facts  of  this  case  are  as  follows  : — 
Early  in  June,  owing  to  the  recent  riots 
in  Belfast,  it  became  necessary,  as  a 
temporary  measure,  to  remove  some  of 
the  prisoners  from  the  prison  to  make 
room  for  persons  committed  for  rioting, 
and  eight  prisoners  of  the  Presbyterian 
persuasion  were  transferred  to  Kilkenny, 
where  previously  there  had  hardly  ever 
been  auy  prisoners  of  that  faith.  A 
local  Presbyterian  clergyman,  Mr.  Cooke, 
thereupon  applied  to  be  made  a  chap- 
Iain  to  the  prison,  when  he  was  informed 
of  the  temporary  nature  of  the  arrange- 
ment, and  was  referred  to  a  Prison 
Kule  which  provided  for  ministration  to 
prisoners  in  such  circumstances.  He 
then  asked  for  the  names  of  the  eight 
prisoners ;  but  it  appeared,  on  inquiry, 
that  six  out  of  the  eight  expressed 
themselves  satisfied  with  the  ministra- 
tions of  the  Protestant  chaplain.  The 
names  of  the  other  two  were  sent  to 
Mr.  Cooke,  with  an  intimation  that  he 
was  at  liberty  to  attend  them ;  but  he 
does  not  appear  to  have  done  so.  I 
may,  perhaps,  add  that  the  full  circum- 
stances of  the  case  were  laid  before 
the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  in  person,  and 
that  the  decision  in  the  matter  was 
his. 

Ma.  T.  W.  EUSSELL:  In  view  of 
the  dissatisfaction  existing  on  this  ques- 
tion in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  consider  the 
propriety  of  giving  that  Church  one 
representative  on  the  General  Prisons 
Board  ? 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH :  I 
do  not  think  the  circumstances  of  this 
case  warrant  the  suggestion  that  the 
interests  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
are  not  fairly  considered  on  the  Prisons 
Board.      I  think    it  might  have  been 
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better  to  have  sent  Presbyterian  pri- 
soners to  a  prison  where  there  was  a 
Presbyterian  chaplain ;  but  that,  perhaps, 
could  not  be  arranged. 

POST  OFFICE  —  POSTMASTERS  AND 

MASTERS  OF  SUB-OFFICES— 

SALARIES. 

Mr.  BEADEL  (Essex,  Chelmsford) 
asked  the  Postmaster  General,  Whe- 
ther, having  regard  to  the  increased 
and  responsible  duties  attaching  to 
postmasters  and  masters  of  sub-offices 
in  respect  of  Savings  Bank  Deposits, 
Postal  Orders,  &c.,  he  will  take  into 
consideration  the  salaries  paid  with  a 
view  to  increase  the  same  ? 

The  POSTMASTEE  GENERAL 
(Mr.  Raikes)  (Cambridge  University) : 
I  am  glad  to  have  this  opportunity,  in 
reply  to  the  Question  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, of  explaining  a  matter  which 
appears  to  be  very  little  understood  by 
hon.  Members.  The  Question  of  the 
hon.  Member  may  be  divided  into  two 
portions,  one  relating  to  the  pay  of 
Postmasters  and  the  other  to  the  pay 
of  Sub-Postmasters.  It  is  necessary, 
however,  to  explain  the  meaning  of 
these  terms.  There  are  two  classes  of 
Postmasters — (1)  those  in  the  large 
offi.oes  appointed  by  the  Postmaster 
General,  who  are  regularly  established 
officers,  give  their  whole  time  to  the 
Public  Service,  and  are  paid  by 
adequate  salaries ;  (2)  Postmasters  ap- 
pointed by  the  Treasury  who  do  not 
give  their  whole  time  to  the  public,  but 
who  manage  offices  of  a  smaller  cha- 
racter than  those  in  the  gift  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  and  yet  larger 
and  of  more  importance  than  sub- 
offices.  In  computing  the  salary  of 
both  classes  of  Postmasters,  all  branches 
of  the  work  are  taken  into  considera- 
tion, and  their  salaries  are  adjusted 
from  time  to  time  as  the  business  de- 
velops and  the  circumstances  justify. 
The  16,000  sub-offices  come  into  a 
different  category,  as  I  explained  to  the 
House  on  the  10th  instant.  All  Sub- 
Postmasters  are  paid  according  to  re- 
sults, so  that  if  the  pay  is  little  the 
work  is  little  also.  The  practice  is  to 
appoint  as  Sub-Postmaster  a  man  having 
some  trade  or  private  occupation,  and 
whose  whole  time  is  not  required  for  the 
Public  Service.  A  small  annual  retain- 
ing fee  is  g^ven  to  him  ;  and  in  addition 
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to  this  be  receives  oommission  at  autho- 
rized rates  for  letters,  money  order  busi- 
ness, savings  bank  business,  postal  order 
business,  insuronce  and  annuity  busi- 
ness, parcels,  telegraph  business,  &c. 
&c.  The  advantage  of  this  system  is 
that  it  adjusts  itself;  and  that  if  the 
work  develops  the  Sub  -  Postmaster 
knows  that  the  pay  will  develop.  The 
hon.  Member  will  therefore  see  that  all 
the  points  he  mentions  have  been  taken 
into  consideration,  and  are  part  of  the 
Postal  system. 

POST  OFFICE    (IRELAND)    (NORTHERN 
DIVISI0N)-ALLOWANCES  TO  POST- 
MASTERS, &c.,  AT  HEAD  POST 
OFFICES. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  (Kerry,  E.)  asked 
the  Postmaster  General,  Whether  com- 
plaints have  reached  him  that,  in  the 
majority  of  the  head  post  offices  in  the 
Northern  Division  of  Ireland,  Post- 
masters do  not  expend  the  allowances 
granted  to  them  for  properly  heating 
and  providing  their  offices  with  station- 
ery for  official  purposes  ;  whether,  as  a 
consequence,  members  of  the  respective 
staffs  of  these  offices  are  frequently  in- 
capacitated during  the  Winter  Season 
by  colds  contracted  in  discharge  of  their 
duties ;  whether  the  Surveyor,  Mr. 
Walter  Ahem,  and  his  numerous  as- 
sistants frequently  visit  such  offices 
when  members  of  the  staff  are  in- 
capacitated from  illness  and  their  places 
supplied  by  substitutes,  and  whether 
they  have  taken  cognisance  of  the  al- 
leged failure  on  the  part  of  Postmasters 
to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  De- 
partment in  the  expending  of  their 
allowances  ;  whether  the  clerks  in  these 
offices  are  also  obliged  to  provide  them- 
selves at  their  own  expense  with  the 
stationery  necessary  for  the  due  dis- 
charge of  their  official  duties;  and, 
whether  he  will  recommend  a  change  in 
the  present  system,  and  require  Post- 
masters of  provincial  offices  to  furnish 
receipts  for  all  expenses  incurred  in  the 
working  of  their  offices  ? 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL 
(Mr.  Raikes)  (Cambridge  University)  : 
In  rej^ly  to  the  hon.  Member,  I  have  to 
say  that  I  shall  be  glad  if  he  will 
furnish  me  with  the  names  of  the  Post- 
masters who  it  is  alleged  are  guilty  of 
these  practices.   They  are  bound  to  show 
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how  the  allowances  are  expended,  and  to 

furnish  receipts. 

POST    OFFICE     (IRELAND)  ~  UR.    W. 

AHERN,  POSTAL  SURVEYOR  OP 

THE  NORTHERN  DIVISION. 

Mb.  SHEEHAN  (Kerry,  E.)  asked 
the  Postmaster  General,  Under  what 
circumstances  is  Mr.  W.  Ahem,  Postal 
Surveyor  of  the  Northern  Division  of 
Ireland,  privileged  to  have  his  stationery 
office  in  Dublin,  which  is  40  miles  be- 
yond the  limit  of  his  district,  instead  of, 
as  in  the  Southern  Division,  having  it 
at  some  central  town  within  his  division; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  all  of&cial 
correspondence  from  postmasters  and 
other  officials  in  the  Northern  District 
intended  for  Mr.  Ahem,  or  any  member 
of  his  numerous  staff,  has  first  to  be 
forwarded  to  Dublin,  and  thence  re- 
directed to  them  wherever  they  may  at 
the  time  be  located  in  the  division ; 
whether  great  delay,  amounting  in  some 
instances  to  several  days,  accrues  to  im« 
port  ant  communications  from  the  present 
arrangement ;  whether,  Mr.  Ahem  and 
his  etatf  of  five  or  six  clerks  are  each 
absent  from  Dublin  in  the  agg^gate  at 
least  nine  months  of  the  year,  and 
during  all  this  time  draw  expenses  at 
the  maximum  rate  of  their  per  diem 
allowance  ;  and,  whether,  in  view  of  the 
inconvenience  to  which  this  practice 
gives  rise,  and  the  expense  that  it  en- 
tails, he  will  consider  the  advisability  of 
having  the  head-quarters  of  Mr.  W. 
Ahem  transferred  from  Dablin  to  En- 
niskillen  or  Armagh,  or  some  other 
town  equally  central  within  the  dis- 
trict? 

The  POSTMASTEE  GENERAL 
(Mr.  Eaikes)  (Cambridge  University) : 
Mr.  Ahern's  head-qusrtors  were  fixed 
in  Dublin  by  order  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  who  at  the  time  considered 
Dublin  the  most  convenient  point,  and 
as  possessing  an  exceptionally  good 
railway  service.  In  the  matter  of  cor- 
respondence there  is  no  additional  delay 
in  consequence.  On  the  occurrence  of 
the  next  vacancy,  the  question  of  head- 
quarters shall  be  further  considered. 
He  is  not  absent  from  Dublin  more 
often  than  he  would  be  from  Armagh  or 
any  other  place,  and,  during  hia  ab- 
sence can  only  draw  the  p§r  dum 
allowance  which  the  Begulations  pre- 
scribe. 
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MERCANTILB  MARINE  FUND— 

FiNANcrAL  PosrrroN. 

Mr.  DONKIN  (Tynemouth)  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Board  uf  Trade,  If 
he  will  ^ivo  the  House  any  infonnatioD 
as  to  the  present  finrmdal  position  of  the 
Mercantile  Marine  Fund  ? 

The  SECRETAEY  (Baron  Henst 
De  Worms)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) : 
The  statutory  light  dues  leviable  on 
ships  had.  since  the  passing  of  the 
Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1854,  been  re- 
duced to  the  extent  of  60  per  cent, 
irrespective  of  some  minor  exemptions 
granted  to  certain  over-sea  traders.  In 
addition,  certain  fees  payable  on  the 
enf^agement  and  discharge  of  seamen, 
and  borne  in  part  by  owners  and  in 
part  by  seamen,  amounting  to  £70,000 
per  annum,  had  also  been  remitted.  On 
April  1,  1884,  a  balance  of  more  than 
£400,000  had  been  accumulated,  and 
the  surplus  was  still  growing.  The 
light  duos  at  that  time  receivable 
amounted  to  £470,000  per  annum,  and  a 
further  reduction  was  made  of  10  per 
cent,  equal  to  an  estimated  decrease  of 
revenue  of  one-fourth  of  the  light  dues 
leviable,  or  about  £120,000.  The  result 
of  this  reduction,  together  with  the  non- 
revival  of  trade  and  the  necessary  ex- 
penditure on  new  works  for  lighthouses, 
has  been  to  reduce  the  available  balance 
to  about  £30,000.  In  the  present  state 
of  trade  the  Board  of  Trade  are  un- 
willing to  increase  light  dues,  and  they 
have  made  arrangements  with  the 
Admimlty  for  a  loan  from  Qreenwicli 
Hospital  moneys  of  £250,000.  They 
have  also  agreed  to  consider  at  an  early 
date  the  condition  of  the  Mercantile 
Marine  Fund,  with  a  view  to  placing  its 
income  on  a  more  satisfactory  footing. 

ARMY  (ORDNANCE  DEPARTMENT)— 

PURCHASE  OF  100-TON  OUNS. 

CoLoifEL  HUGHES -HALLETT 
(Rochester)  asked  the  Survejor  Gene- 
ral of  the  Urdnance,  If  he  will  state  to 
the  House  how  many  100-ton  guns,  if 
any,  have  been  purchased  by  the  War 
Department  for  the  Army,  and  whon  j 
the  position  of  these  guns,  and  where; 
the  place  of  thoir  mauufaiiture  ;  and  at 
what  cost  they  were  supplied  ? 

Tub  surveyor  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Nouthcote)  (Exoter),  in  reply,  said,  four 
lOO-toQ  guns,  manufactured  at  Elswick, 
were  purchased,  in  187S,  by  the  War 


ARMY  (ATTXILIARY  FORCES) -ARMS  OF 
THE  ARTILLERY  VOLUNTEERS. 

M».  MALLOCK  (Devon,  Torquay) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
Whether,  in  view  of  the  recent  War 
Oflioe  Circular  ordering  the  arms  of  the 
Artillery  Volunteers  in  several  military 
divisions  to  be  returned  to  the  Royal 
Small  Arms  Factory  for  examination 
and  repair,  be  will  order  the  issue  to 
them  of  the  Martini-Henry  carbine  in 
place  of  the  old  Sniders  ;  and,  if  an  im- 
mediate issue  cannot  taka  place,  if  he 
can  give  an  approximate  date  when  the 
Artillery  Volunteers  will  be  armed  with 
the  Martini-Henry  carbine? 

Thb  SECRETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster): 
The  reserve  of  Artillery  carbines  is  not 
at  present  sufRoient  to  allow  of  the  issue 
of  the  Martini-Henry  pattern  to  the 
Artillery  Volunteers,  nor  can  I  now  fix  a 
date  for  such  issue,  as  it  must  depend 
upon  the  progress  made  in  arming  the 
Royal  Artillery  with  the  new  rifle. 

ARMY(IREI.AND)-THE  RIOTS  IN  BEL- 
FAST—SPECIAL ALLOWANCES  TO 
TROOPS  EMPLOYED. 

Captain  M'CALMONT  (Antrim,  E.) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
Whether  he  will  be  prepared  to  recom- 
mend that  special  oUowances  be  made 
to  Her  Majesty's  Troops  employed  - 
during  the  recent  disturbances  in  Bel- 
fast, to  meet  the  serious  damage  done 
their  clothing  and  accoutrements, 
owing  to  the  severe  and  peculiar  nature 
of  the  work  that  devolved  upon  them, 
extra  pay  for  similar  service  being  on 
all  ocoasiona  granted  to  the  Boyal  Irish 
Constabulary  ? 

The  secretary  op  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster) : 
I  have  received  no  application  on  the 
subject.  If  any  application  is  made  I 
shall  take  care  to  give  it  careful  con- 
sidetation. 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)  (rKLEGRAPH 
DEPARTMENT)— CHAHLE8T0WN,  CO. 
MAYO. 


town,  county  Mayo,  has  applied  for  tele- 
graphic communication  ;  whether,  in  re- 
2  0  2 
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gard  to  population  and  to  trade,  it  is  a 
much  more  important  town  than  many 
to  which  the  telegraph  has  been  ex- 
tended ;  and,  whether  he  will  favourably 
consider  the  claims  of  Charlestown  ? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikes)  (Cambridge  University) :  It  is 
the  fact  that  an  application  has  been  re- 
ceived for  the  extension  of  telegraphic 
communication  to  Charlestown,  County 
Mayo.  The  applicants  were  informed, 
in  November,  188S,  that  as  the  amount 
of  telegraph  business  which  it  was  esti- 
mated would  be  dealt  with  at  the  pro- 
posed office  would  not  be  sufficient  to 
meet  the  working  expenses,  a  guarantee 
would,  as  in  other  similar  cases,  be  re- 
quired. In  April,  1884,  an  undertaking 
was  given  by  certain  of  the  inhabitants 
to  provide  the  guarantee,  and  the  neces- 
sary deed  was  forwarded  for  signature ; 
but  up  to  the  present  time  it  has  not 
been  returned,  though  applications  were 
made  on  three  separate  occasions,  and 
consequently  the  extension  has  not  been 
made.  As  it  is  estimated  that  an  exten- 
sion of  the  telegraph  system  to  Charles- 
town would  not  be  remunerative,  I  regret 
that  I  am  precluded  from  carrying  out 
the  extension  except  under  a  guarantee. 

LUNATIC  ASYLUMS  (IRELAND)— 
CENTRAL    LUNATIC     ASYLUM,    DUN- 
DRUM— ADVERTISEMENT  FOR 
A  KITCHEN^IAID. 

Me.  DONAL  SULLIVAN  (West- 
meath,  S.)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whe- 
ther his  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
following  advertisement  which  appeared 
in  The  General  Advertiser ^  Dublin,  on 
Saturday  last,  the  11th  instant : — 

"  The  Central  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Dundrum. 
A  Kitchenmaid  (Protestant)  is  required  for  the 
above  Asylum ;  " 

and,  whether  the  Lunatic  Asylum  at 
Dundrum  is  chiefly  maintained  by  Irish 
Catholic  taxpayers ;  and,  if  so,  on  what 
grounds  a  Catholic  is  not  as  eligible  as 
a  Protestant  for  the  appointment  referred 
to  in  the  advertisement  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECEETARY  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.): 
The  advertisement  in  question  was  in- 
serted by  the  Resident  Medical  Super- 
intendent of  the  asylum,  who,  in  making 
the  stipulation  as  to  religion,  appears  to 
have  been  influenced  by  the  considera- 
tions that  there  is  only  one  Protestant 
among  the  entire  female  staff  of  the 
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asylum ;  that  in  her  absenoe  there  would 
be  no  person  to  take  the  female  patients 
to  the  Protestant  service ;  and  that  onleas 
this  arrangement  were  made  one  of  the 
Catholic  nurses  would  have  to  absent 
herself  from  Mass  in  the  morning  in 
order  to  take  charge  of  the  refractory 
patients. 

Mr.  W.  J.  CORBET  (Wieklow.  E.) 
asked  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  If  this  Re- 
sident Medical  Superintendent  was  the 
same  with  regard  to  whose  eondact  a 
Commission  of  Inquiry  was  held  some 
little  while  ago,  and  in  respect  of  which 
the  Commissioners  were  not  unanimous, 
and  reported  separately ;  and  he  wished 
to  ask  him  also,  if  a  portion  of  that  in- 
quiry  

Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  I  do 
not  think  that  that  arises  in  any  way 
out  of  the  Question  on  the  Paper. 

COAL  MINES— THE  DEAN  LANE 
COLLIERY  EXPLOSION. 

Mr.  BURT  (Morpeth)  asked  the  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, If  his  attention  has  heen  called  to 
certain  statements  of  the  workmen  of 
the  Dean  Lane  Colliery,  near  Bristol, 
alleging  that  the  air-ways  of  the  said 
mine  were  in  a  had  condition  prior  to 
the  explosion  which  has  resultea  in  the 
death  of  10  persons  and  the  serioos 
injury  of  others;  and,  whether  he  can 
state  what  steps  he  will  take  to  ensure 
a  searching  investigation  into  the  caose 
of  the  explosion  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  Yes, 
Sir,  my  attention  has  heen  called  to 
these  statements.  I  have  directed  that 
counsel  shall  attend  the  inqnest  which 
is  to  he  resumed  on  Monday  next ;  and, 
if  necessary,  I  shall  direct  an  inquiry 
into  the  cause  of  the  explosion  when 
the  inquest  is  concluded. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH— GIPSY-VAN  AND 
TRAVELLING  CHILDREN. 


Mr.  BURT  (Morpeth)  asked  the 
President  of  the  Committee  of  Council, 
Whether  his  attention  has  heen  called 
to  a  letter  from  Mr.  George  Smith,  of 
Coalville,  relating  to  the  sad  condition 
of  the  gipsy  van  and  other  travelling 
children,  puhlished  in  The  Daily  CkronieU^ 
Iforning  Post,  and  other  papers  on  the 
30th  of  August ;  and,  whether  the  Gh>- 
▼emment  intend  taldng  any  steps  for 


777     Inland  Nacigatwn        {Septeubeb 

bringing  the  gipay  van  and  other  tra- 
velling children  under  educational  and 
sanitarj  influencee? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  (Sir  Henky 
Holland)  (Hampatead):  My  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  letter  referred  tu. 
The  Education  Department,  in  concert 
with  the  Local  Government  Board,  have 
devised  Hogulationa  under  the  Canal 
Boats  Act,  the  effect  of  which  is  now 
beiog  tested  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Birmingham ;  hut  the  question  of  gipsy- 
van  children  is  much  more  difficult,  and 
the  hon.  Member  will  recollect  that  the 
Select  Committee  of  which  he  was  a 
Member  considered  the  subject  very 
carefully  two  years  ago,  and  did  not  see 
their  way  to  recommend  any  special 
legislation,  and  that  the  clause  in  the 
draft  Bill  referred  to  that  Committee 
relating  to  gipsy,  van  children  was 
omitted  in  the  Act. 

RIGHT  HON.  JOSEPH  CHAMBER- 
LAIN, JI.P.- POLICE  PROTECTION. 
Ma.  H.  CAMPBELL  (Fermanagh, 
S.)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Rome  Department,  Whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  a  paragraph  in 
Thi  Times,  stating  that  the  Member  for 
West  Birmingham  has  made  arrange- 
ments with  the  Chief  of  the  Birmingham 
Police  to  be  accompanied  by  a  police 
inspector  during  a  lengthened  tour  on 
the  Continent ;  whether  a  local  police 
rate  can  be  so  employed ;  and,  whether 
he  has  any  reason  to  believe  that  the 
Member  for  West  Birmingham  is  in 
any  danger  of  attack  whilst  visiting  the 
Continent;  and,  if  so.  from  where V 

The  SECEETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matiuews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  My  at- 
tention was  first  called  to  the  paragraph 
in  The  Timet  by  the  Question  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman.  The  Birmingham  police 
are  in  no  way  under  my  control  ;  but  I 
have  made  inquiries,  and  by  the  courtesy 
of  the  Chief  Oonstable  I  have  learnt 
that  the  statements  of  fact  in  the  Qi 
tion  are  not  correct.  As  to  the  latter 
part  of  the  Question,  I  decline,  oi: 
public  grounds,  to  give  any  answer. 

IRELAND  — THE    BREHON    LAW  — RE. 

CONSTITUTION  OF  THE 

COMMISSION. 

Mr.  T.  p.  gill  (Louth,  8.)  asked 

the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  If  he 

could  etate  in  what  year  did  it  become 
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impossible  to  form  a  quorum  of  ths 
Brehon  Law  Commission  through  de- 
cease of  its  members  ;  in  what  year  was 
the  Commission  re-constituted  ;  who  are 
its  present  Members;  and,  what  Re- 
ports has  the  Commission  issued  since 
its  re -constitution  ? 

The  secretary  (Mr.  Jackson) 
(Leeds,  N.):  I  have  not  the  information 
to  answer  the  first  Question  put  by  the 
hon.  Member.  The  Commission  was  re- 
constituted in  1884.  It  present  Members 
are  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls,  Dr.  Graves,  the  Bishop  of 
Limerick,  and  Mr.  Justice  O'Brien.  I 
cannot  find  that  the  Commission  has 
issued  any  Report  since  it  was  re-oon- 
stituted. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
I  would  like  to  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman 
if  be  is  aware  how  many  Members  of 
the  re- constituted  Commission  under- 
stand the  Irish  language  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  I  am  afraid  that  is 
a  Question  I  cannot  answer. 

INLAND  NAVIGATION  AND  DRAINAGE 
(IRELAND)  —  THE  LOWER  BANN. 
Me.  PINKEETON  (Galway)  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  If  he  is 
aware  that  Memorials  have  been  pre- 
sented, at  different  periods,  from  five 
Boards  of  Guardians  and  three  Grand 
Juries,  asking  for  the  removal  of  the 
navigation  works  from  the  Lower  Bann ; 
is  he  aware  that  a  Royal  Commission 
has  reported  against  the  maintenance 
of  these  works,  that  30,000  acres  are 
annually  flooded,  and  a  tax  of  £1,200 
is  levied  off  the  distressed  farmers  to 
maintain  the  works,  which  are  inflicting 
serious  injury  upon  them  ;  is  he  aware 
that  for  13  years  there  has  not  been  the 
slightest  attempt  at  navigation  between 
CoTeraine  and  Lough  Neagh ;  and,  is  he 
prepared  to  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House  the  different  Memorials  and  Pe- 
titions relating  to  tfai£  question  ? 

The  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Jackbok) 
(LeedB,N.):  I  am  informed  that  various 
Memorials  have  been  addressed  to  the 
Irish  Government  on  this  subject,  and 
that  a  Royal  Commission  recommended 
that  the  river  should  be  maintained  for 
purposes  of  drainage  only.  But  the  Qo- 
vernment  has  no  power  to  initiate  any 
proceedings  in  the  matter.  The  latter 
part  of  the  Question  should  have  been 
addressed  to  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land. 
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THE  CURRENCY,  &c.  —  CONSTITUTION 
OF  THE  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  J.  M.  MACLEAN  (Oldham) 
asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
If  his  attention  has  been  called  to  a 
statement  in  Ths  Times  Money  Article 
of  September  14th,  that — 

"  One  member  of  the  Currency  Commission* 
at  least,  whose  practical  experience  and  sound 
views  will  be  likely  to  exercise  considerable  in- 
fluence upon  his  colleagues,  docs  not  hesitate  to 
let  it  be  known  that  he  intends  to  put  his  foot 
down  at  an  early  stage  of  the  proceedings  and 
to  stifle  any  attempt  to  discuss  the  question  of 
tampering  with  the  currency  system  under 
"which  this  country  has  reached  uarivallod  pros- 
perity and  economical  development;  ** 

if  this  expression  of  opinion  is  consistent 
with  the  terms  of  reference  to  the  Cur- 
rency Commission,  which  expressly  pro- 
vide for  the  full  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion ;  what  bearing  the  recent  changes 
in  the  relative  values  of  gold  and  silver 
have  had,  not  only  upon  the  Foreign 
trade,  but  also  upon  **  the  internal  trade 
and  industry  "  of  the  United  Kingdom  ; 
and,  if  the  Government  will  cause  in- 
quiries to  bo  made  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  name  of  the  Commissioner  who  has 
pledged  himself  to  this  foregone  conclu- 
sion, and  will  consider  the  expediency  of 
removing  his  name  from  the  Commis- 
sion? 

Tub  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
(Paddington,  8.):  The  hon.  Member  is, 
perhaps,  not  aware  that  my  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  who 
is  Chairman  of  the  Gold  and  Silver  Com- 
mission, answered  this  Question  very 
fully  the  other  day  replying  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  Greenock  (Mr.  T.  Suther- 
land). I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the 
answer  which  my  right  hon.  Friend  then 
gave,  except  that  the  result  of  further 
inquiries  which  I  have  made  i)rivately 
is  to  confirm  his  view  that  the  stato- 
mont  in  the  article  was  uuautheuticated 
and  unworthy  of  credence. 

EGYPT— RE-ORGANIZATION,  &c.— SIR 
H.  DRUMMOND  WOLFF. 

Me.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Fer- 
managh,  N.)  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  Whether  Sir  Drummond 
Wolff  is  still  employed  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  Egypt;  if  so,  what  particular 
work  he  is  doing  there;  whether  it  is 
true  that  he  is  receiving  £5,000  a-year ; 
and,  whether  the  Govorament  will  recall 
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Sir  Drummond  Wolff  and  let  the  Egyp- 
tians manage  and  save  the  £5,000  a-year 
for  some  other  purpose  ? 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXOHE- 
QIJER  (Lord  Randolph  Ohubchill) 
(Paddington,  S.):  Sir  Henry  Drummond 
Wolff  is  still  employed  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  in  Egypt.  He  is  en- 
gaged with  the  Turkish  Gommifiaioner, 
Moukhtar  Pasha,  in  carrying  cot  tho. 
general  re-organization  of  Egyptian  ad- 
ministration contemplated  by  the  Con- 
vention of  1885,  and  important  pro- 
posals made  by  him,  with  a  view  to 
ulterior  arrangements,  are  now  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Government. 
He  is  being  remunerated  at  the  rate  of 
£5,000  a-year  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, and  not  by  the  Egyptian  (Jovern- 
ment,  as  the  hon.  Member  supposes. 
Tiie  Government  do  not  intend  to  recall 
Sir  Henry  Drummond  Wolff  before  his 
duties  have  been  discharged,  and  are 
of  opinion  that  his  continued  presence 
in  Egypt  is  highly  desirable,  on  the 
ground  both  of  British  and  Egj'ptian 
interests,  which  his  diplomatic  skill  and 
experience  and  extensive  knowledge  of 
Eastern  affairs  have  already  done  much 
to  harmonize  and  promote. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy,  &c.) :  May  I  ask  the  noble  Lord 
whether  Moukhtar  Pasha  has  associated 
himself  with  Sir  Henry  Drummond  Wolff 
with  any  other  object  than  that  of  mili- 
tary re-organization  ? 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
Yes,  Sir.  The  hon.  Member  has  only 
to  look  to  the  terms  of  the  Convention 
to  satisfy  himself  on  that  point. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  asked,  whe- 
ther the  Government  would  consnlt  the 
House  of  Commons  before  committing 
itst'lf  to  an}"*  proposals  on  the  subject  of 
Egypt  ? 

I^KD  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
Of  course,  the  Government  must  al- 
ways bear  in  mind,  in  the  course  of  any 
arrangements  the}'  may  make  in  the 
exercise  of  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown 
with  Foreign  Powers,  that  their  action 
will  be  eventually  controlled  by  the 
House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  ex- 
plained  that  in  regard  to  the  salary  of 
Sir  Henry  Drummond  Wolff,  he  did  not 
intend  by  the  wording  of  his  Question 
to  imply  that  it  was  paid  by  the  Egyp- 
tian Treasury ;  but  that  this  payment  out 
of  the  funds  of  the  British  taxpayer 
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objected  to  by  large  numbers  of  people, 
who  felt  that  he  was  doing  nothiDg  at 
all  for  it.     ['»  Order  !»'] 

POST    OFFICE     (IRELAND)  — CASE    OF 

MOLONEY,  POSTMASTER  OF 

KILDYSART. 

Me.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.)  asked  the 
Postmaster  General,  If  he  has  yet  ob- 
tained the  information  sought  from 

Moloney,  Postmaster,  Kildysart,  county 
Clare,  in  reference  to  the  disposal  of 
£9  2«.  6rf.  granted  for  letter  carrier ;  if 
he  can  now  say  whether  Moloney,  out 
of  his  allowance  of  £10  per  annum  as 
Sub-Postmaster,  to  secure  the  services 
of  letter  carrier,  is  compelled  to  supple- 
ment, by  £5  yearly,  the  £9  2«.  6rf., 
making  in  all  £14  29.  6d. ;  if  the  duties 
of  the  letter  carrier  are  performed  in  an 
hour  and  a  half  daily ;  if  Moloney,  out 
of  his  allowance  of  6«.  per  week,  pays 
I  d.  for  the  delivery  of  each  telegraphic 
message  within  the  limits  of  the  town 
postal  delivery,  thereby  wiping  out  his 
allowance  on  this  head,  should  72  mes- 
sages weekly  be  delivered  ;  if  the  tele- 
graph messenger  is  a  different  person 
from  the  letter  carrier ;  if  some  one  of 
^Moloney's  family  or  employes  is  not  in 
constant  daily  attendance  at  the  post 
office  from  7  a.m.  till  9  p.m.,  and  if,  at 
certain  busy  times,  other  members  of 
his  household  have  to  assist ;  if  Moloney, 
lit  his  own  cost,  fitted  up  the  postal  and 
telegraphic  offices ;  if  he  still  considers 
that  £5  per  annum,  or  S^d,  per  day,  for 
the  post  office,  and  6*.  per  week  as  tele- 
graphist, diminished  by  Id,  delivery,  are 
sufficient  remuneration  for  outlay  of 
capital,  free  house,  and  such  services; 
and,  if  he  will  take  Moloney's  case  into 
consideration  ? 

The  POSTMASTEE  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikes)  (Cambridge  University) :  On 
inquiring  into  this  matter,  I  find  that 
there  has  been  serious  ground  for  dis- 
satisfaction with  the  conduct  of  Moloney, 
the  Sub- Postmaster  of  Kildysart.  In 
April  last  it  was  discovered  that  he  was 
in  the  habit  of  putting  into  his  own 
pocket  a  portion  of  the  money  given 
him  to  pay  a  messenger.  He  was  made 
to  refund  the  sum  he  had  pocketed, 
and  received  a  severe  reprimand.  Should 
he  be  again  reported  he  will  be  dis- 
missed. As  regards  his  emoluments, 
they  are  calculated  on  the  principle 
which  I  have  just  described,  and  he  can 
ascertain  for  lumself  whether  he  receives 
the  authorized  sums. 


NAVY— H.M.8.   "BELLEISLE." 


Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Dublin 
Co.,  S.)  asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Ad- 
miralty, Why  H.M.S.  Belleiele  is  not  left 
permanently  at  her  station  at  Kings- 
town ;  if  it  is  a  fact  that  she  has  been 
away  from  there  nearly  the  whole  sum- 
mer, and  is  now  under  orders  for  the 
North  of  Ireland ;  and,  if  so,  for  what 
reasons  ;  and,  if  the  Admiralty  will 
allow  her  to  remain  in  Kingstown  under 
the  circumstances,  or,  if  not,  send  an- 
other ship  to  take  her  place  ? 

LoBD  CHARLES  BERE8F0RD  (A 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty)  (Marylebone, 
E.)  (who  replied)  said :  The  absence  of 
Her  Majesty's  ship  BelUiale  from  Kings- 
town has  been  caused  by  the  require- 
ments of  the  Naval  Service,  as  she,  with 
other  first  reserve  ships,  had  to  take  part 
in  the  necessary  annual  cruise  and  exer- 
cises of  the  Fleet.  Her  absence  was 
also  caused  by  the  necessity  for  under- 
going the  annual  re-fit.  Kingstown  is 
the  headquarters  of  the  first  reserve 
ships ;  but  the  district  extends  over  the 
whole  East  Coast  of  Ireland,  from  Mo- 
ville  on  the  North  to  Crookhaven  on  the 
South.  The  Admiralty  do  not  consider 
it  desirable  to  keep  any  first  reserve 
ship  permanently  at  her  moorings,  or 
to  replace  her  by  another  ship  during 
the  period  her  services  are  required 
elsewhere.  It  is  usual  for  the  first  re- 
serve ships  in  question  to  visit  Carrick- 
fergus  and  Lough  Foyle,  both  places 
being  within  her  district.  The  BelUuU 
will  leave  Kingstown  about  the  18th 
instant,  and  remain  at  Carrickfergus  till 
about  the  3rd  of  October,  then  proceed 
to  Moville,  where  she  will  remain  until 
the  27th  of  October.  She  will  then 
return  to  her  headquarters  at  Kings- 
town. 


LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)  —  SES- 

SIGNAL  CROWN  SOLICITOR,  CO. 

FERMANAGH. 

Me.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.)  asked  Mr. 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  If  any 
and  what  appointment  to  the  office  of 
Sessional  Crown  Solicitor  for  the  county 
Fermanagh,  Ireland,  has  been  made; 
if  not,  when  will  it  be  made  ? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity), in  reply,  said,  that  no  appoint- 
ment had  yet  been  madoi  but  womd  b« 
'  made  in  a  few  days. 
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INDIA— NATIVE    STATES  — THE 
GAEKWAR  OF  BARODA. 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the  British 
Government  promoted  the  election  of 
the  present  Gaekwar  to  the  throne  of 
Baroda ;  whether  it  is  true  that  he  was 
adopted  by  the  widow  of  Khanderao, 
the  late  Gaekwar  ;  whether  the  present 
Gaekwar  is  legitimately  or  illegitimately 
descended  from  Pilaprao,  the  founder  of 
the  race  of  Gaekwars ;  whether  it  is  a 
fact  that  in  India  adopted  heirs  are 
elected  only  in  the  case  of  failure  of 
lineal,  direct,  and  natural  descendants; 
whether  the  present  reigning  Gaekwar 
has  a  father,  an  elder  brother,  and  two 
uncles  alive;  whether  the  prior  claims 
of  other  members  of  his  family  were 
taken  into  account ;  whether  his  father 
is  descended  from  a  Hindoo  class  known 
as  Lakeali ;  and,  whether  a  Commission 
of  Inquiry  into  the  rights  of  sovereignty 
of  the  present  ruler  will  be  instituted, 
as  happened  in  the  case  of  the  succes- 
sion to  the  Tanjore  throne  in  1798  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  (Sir 
John  Gorst)  (Chatham) :  I  regret  the 
impossibility  of  discussing  the  pedigree 
of  the  reigning  Gaekwar  of  Baroda 
within  the  limits  of  an  answer  to  a 
Question.  The  selection  of  the  present 
Ghiekwar  took  place  more  than  1 1  years 
ago,  as  an  act  of  State,  after  full  consi- 
deration by  the  Government  of  India. 
The  right  of  the  Gaekwar  depends  upon 
that  selection,  and  no  dispute  or  ques- 
tion of  that  right  for  any  reasons  what- 
ever will  be  permitted  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government. 

ARMY  (INDIA)— MEDICAL  DEPART- 
MENT-SURGEONS. 
Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whe- 
ther the  Surgeons  in  the  Army  Medical 
Department,  in  accordance  with  the 
Indian  Army  Regulations,  although 
wearing  the  badges  of  Captain,  only 
rank  with  a  Lieutenant  for  the  first  five 
or  six  years  of  his  service,  and  draw 
the  allowance  granted  to  the  lower 
grade ;  whether  their  pay  amounts,  for 
the  stated  period,  to  317  rupees  per 
month,  and  whether  this  amount  is 
132  rupees  less  than  the  pay  of  a  regi- 
mental Captain ;  whether,  after  serving 
five  yean  at  home,  the  pay  of  a  Sur- 


geon is  increased  by  £50  per  annQm, 
equivalent  to  58  rupees  per  month,  and 
whether  it  is  a  fact  that,  while  in  India, 
he  only  receives  a  corresponding  addi- 
tion of  1 8  rupees  per  month ;  and,  what 
steps  will  be  taken  to  redress  these 
grievances,  which  are  popularly  spoken 
of  as  tending  to  make  the  Army  Medi- 
cal Department  unpopular  ? 

Thb  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOB  INDIA  (Sir  John  Gk)RST) 
(Chatham)  (who  replied)  said :  The  uni- 
form of  the  Army  Medical  Department 
is  not  prescribed  by  Indian  Regalations. 
Surgeons  rank  with  Captains  in  India,  as 
elsewhere.  They  draw  in  India  a  higher 
rate  of  pay  and  allowances  than  Lieu- 
tenants. To  the  second  and  third  Qnes- 
tions  I  answer  Yes.  But  after  six  years 
a  Surgeon's  pay  is  increased  by  116 
rupees  a  moiith,  and  is  more  than  a 
Captain's.  The  Secretary  of  State  does 
not  consider  that  there  is  any  necessity 
for  changing  the  present  rates  of  Indian 
pay  of  the  Army  Medical  Department. 

LAW  AND   JUSTICE    (IltELAND)— THB 
REV.  MR.  FAHY. 

Ma.  HAYDEN  (Leitrim,  S.)  (for 
Colonel  NoLAir)  (Galway,  N.)  asked  Ifr. 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  If  he  can 
now  state  if  the  Reverend  Mr.  Fahy  has 
been  committed  to  prison  under  the  Act 
31  of  Edward  HI.  c.  1  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  The  Rev.  W.  Fahy  was  com- 
mitted to  prison  for  not  finding  sureties 
to  keep  the  peace,  which  he  was  ordered 
to  do  by  the  magistrates,  under  the  juris- 
diction vested  in  them  by  their  Commis- 
sion, which  forms  part  of  the  Common 
Law 

Mr.  TUITE  (Westmeath,  N.): 
Arising  out  of  this  Question,  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  if  the  information  stated  that 
Mr.  Lewis  apprehended  violence? 

Mr.  HOLMES:  The  evidence  was 
given  in  Court  rird  voce,  I  have  no 
doubt  whatever  that  sufficient  evidence 
was  given  to  justify  the  magistrates  in 
making  the  order. 

POST  OFFICE  — THE    GENERAL   POST 

OFFICE  —  VACANCIES  IN  THE 

SORTING  OFFICES. 

Mr.  CRILLY  (Mayo,  N.)  asksd  the 
Postmaster  General,  Whether  it  is  the 
fact  that  since  1884  three  examinatioBS 
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have  been  held  amongst  the  minor  estab- 
lishment, of  the  General  Post  Office  for 
clerkship  vacancies  in  the  chief  offices 
of  the  Metropolitan  sorting  offices ;  if, 
under  this  arrangement,  17  officers  of 
the  minor  establishment  have  been  pro- 
moted to  the  major  establishment,  and 
if  these  gentlemen  have  not  given  every 
satisfaction  in  the  positions  to  which 
they  have  attained,  thus  justifying  the 
system  which  secured  them  their  promo- 
tion ;  and  whether,  if  these  are  the  facts 
of  the  case,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  De- 
partment to  continue  these  examinations ; 
and,  if  so,  when  will  the  next  be  held, 
more  than  12  months  having  elapsed 
since  the  last  one  was  held  ? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikes)  (Cambridge  University) :  The 
hon.  Member  alludes,  no  doubt,  to  the 
regulations  prescribed  for  recruiting  cer- 
tains ituations  in  the  Sorting  Office.  The 
character  of  the  work  in  these  situations 
is  such  that  experience  in  sorting  and 
other  duties  is  of  advantage  to  those 
who  fill  the  places.  The  intention  is  to 
continue  the  present  method  of  recruit- 
ing the  situations  referred  to  ;  but  it  is 
of  no  use  to  have  examinations  when 
there  are  no  vacancies. 

METROPOLITAN     POLICE-THE     PRO- 
POSED   COMMITTEE. 

Mr  C.  E.  HAMILTON  (Southwark, 
Rotherhithe)  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  If  the 
Committee  his .  Predecessor  stated  on 
February  25th  he  proposed  to  appoint 
to  inquire  into  the  organisation  of  the 
Metropolitan  Police  has  yet  been  as- 
sembled ;  and,  in  such  case,  how  often 
it  met ;  how  many  witnesses  were  called; 
if  any  radical  defects  in  the  organisation 
were  found  to  exist ;  and  what  recom- 
mendations, if  any,  were  made;  and, 
whether  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
will  be  laid  upon  the  Table  in  accord- 
ance with  the  promise  given  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  Yes, 
Sir.  This  Committee  held  a  series  of 
meetings,  and  made  their  Report  last 
July.  No  formal  evidence  was  taken ; 
but  various  officers  of  police — including 
Sir  Charles  Warren,  who  was  a  member 
of  the  Committee — stated  their  views. 
The  chief  defect  found  to  exist  was  an 
insufficiency  of  superior  officers.  This 
has  now  been  remedied  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  two  additional  Superintendents 


of  Districts.  Various  other  recommen- 
dations were  made,  and  are  now  under 
consideration.  I  shall  be  happy  to  lay 
a  copy  of  the  Report  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House. 

ARMY  (ORDNANCE  DEPARTMENT)— 
DEFECTIVE  GUNS. 

Sir  GUYER  HUNTER  (Hackney, 
Central)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  Whether  he  can  state  how  many 
guns  have  burst  during  the  past  five 
years,  after  being  issued  for  service  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster) : 
Sir,  the  guns  which  have  actually 
burst  have  been  five,  besides  which  two 
have  been  rendered  unserviceable  for 
the  time  being  by  cracking  their  tubes. 
If  the  hon.  Member  will  move  for  it,  I 
shall  be  happy  to  give  him  a  Return 
showing  the  calibre,  endurance,  and 
other  particulars  of  the  guns  which  thus 
failed. 

POST  OFFICE  —  POSTAGE  RATES  AND 

CHARGES  TO  THE  AUSTRALIAN 

COLONIES. 

Sib  SAMUEL  WILSON  (Ports- 
mouth) (for  Lord  Heney Bbuce)  (Wilts, 
Chippenham)  asked  the  Postmaster 
General,  Whether  it  is  a  fact  that  the 
German  and  French  Governments,  with 
such  small  interests,  so  manage  for  their 
subjects  that  letters  from  those  Coun- 
tries to  our  Australian  Colonies  only 
cost  2Jrf.  postage,  whilst  from  England 
the  charge  is  6d. ;  and,  whether  it  is  also 
the  case  that  the  Germans  and  French 
can  send  a  postcard  out  for  Id.,  whereas 
none  at  any  price  are  issued  in  England 
for  despatch  to  Australia  ? 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikes)  (Cambridge  University) :  I  am 
in  a  position  to  assure  the  hon.  Baronet 
it  is  not  the  case  that  letters  can  be  sent 
from  France  and  Germany  to  the  Aus- 
tralian Colonies  for  a  postage  of  2^d, 
The  charge  is  60  centimes  in  France  and 
60  pfennigs  in  Germany,  sums  which 
are  respectively  about  equivalent  to  6d, 
and  7d,  British.  Post- cards  cannot  be 
sent  to  the  Colonies  in  question  either 
from  France  or  from  Germaay. 

SOUTH  EASTERN  EUROPE—THE 

-EGEAN  SEA— RUMOURS   OF  BRITISH 

ANNEXATION. 

Mb.  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Shef- 
field,  Central)  asked  the  Under  oecre- 
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tary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affaire  a  Ques- 
tion of  which  lie  had  given  him  private 
Notice— namely,  Whether  the  reporte 
quoted  in  the  English  papers  from 
French  sources  that  England  intends 
establishing  a  coaling  station  at  Fhasos, 
in  the  ^gean  Sea,  and  collecting  pro- 
visions there,  and  also  contemplates  the 
occupation  of  certain  Islands  in  the  Dar- 
danelles, are  true  ? 

The  under  SEOEETABT  (Sir 
James  Fergussoh)  (Manchester,  N.E.): 
1  am  much  obliged  to  my  hon.  Friend 
for  having  given  me  this  opportunity  of 
saying  that  the  only  foundation  upon 
which  these  reports  rest  is  pure  inven- 

PARLIAMENT— BUSINESS  OF  THE 
HOUSE  -MINISTERIAL  STATEMENT- 
TENANTS'  EEIJEF  (IRELAND)  BILL. 
Mb.  JOHN  MOELEY  (Newcaatle- 
upon-Tyne) :  I  think  it  will  be  con- 
venient if  the  noble  Lord  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  will  communicate  to 
the  House  the  intentions  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  regard  to  the  course  of  Public 
Business. 

The  chancellor  of  thb  EXCHE- 
QUEB  (Lord  Eandolph  Chithcuill) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  I  cannot,  of  course, 
aa^,  with  anything  approaching  to  cer- 
tainty, whether  it  is  possible  or  not  fur 
the  House  to  conclude  this  evening  the 
work  in  connection  with  tho  Estimates. 
That  is  a  matter  which  rests  entirely 
with  the  House,  and  over  which  the 
Government  have  no  control.  If  that 
was  done,  then  the  Government  would 
ask  the  House  to  meet  to-morrow  for 
tho  purpose  of  receiving  Repoit  ol 
Supply,  Report  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  of  allowing  the  Appropriation  Bill 
to  be  introduced  and  read  a  first  time. 
In  that  event,  we  should  propose  to  set 
aside  Monday  for  the  discussion  of  the 
Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  for  tho  City  of 
Cork  (Mr.  rarnell).  In  the  event  of 
Supply  not  bciug  concluded  to-night, 
shall  bo  compelled,  much  against 
will,  to  ask  tho  House  to  submit  to  the 
somewhat  disagreeable  necessity  of  pro- 
ceeding with  Supply  to-morrow,  and  of 
making  some  extra  special  eHorta  to 
close  the  Committee  of  Supply  to- 
morrow. In  the  event  of  Committee  of 
Supply  not  closing  to-night,  but  closing 
to-morrow,  we  sball  take  Report  ol 
Bupply  aa  the  first  Order  on  Monday, 
Beport  of  Ways  and  Meana  as  tJie 
Jfr.  Howard  Vincent 


second  Order,  the  introduction  and  fint 
reading  of  the  Appropriation  Bill  as  the 
third  Order,  and  we  shall  place  on  the 
Order  Paper  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member 
For  the  City  of  Cork.  That  ia,  as  far  as 
the  Government  can  sketch,  the  course 
of  Public  Business,  and  I  hope  it  will 
be  agreeable  to  the  House. 

Mb.  LABOUCHEEE  (Northampton) 
asked  whether,  in  the  event  of  the  fintt 
reading  of  the  Appropriation  Bill  being 
taken  to-morrow,  and  Monday  being 
given  to  the  hon.  Member  fur  the  City 
of  Cork,  the  Appropriation  Bill  woal<l 
also  be  put  down  for  second  reading  on 
Monday  ? 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
Yes. 

In  reply  to  Sir  Geoeqs  Caxpbell, 

Lord  RANDOLPH  OHURCHTLL 
said,  that  the  hon.  Member  would  be 
able  to  raise  on  Report  to-morrow  the 
questions  that  he  did  not  consider  ade- 
quately dealt  with  that  night. 
CRIME  AND  OUTRAGE  (IRELAND)— 
RIOT  AT  OAL WAV— ALLEGED 
CASUALTY. 

Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  8.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireliiud,  Whether  he  could 
give  the  House  any  information  as  to 
the  reported  death  of  a  woman  caused 
during  the  course  of  tho  riot  at  Galway  ? 

TnE  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Sir 
AfiCHAEL  Hicxs-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.) 
in  reply,  said,  he  had  received  so  Be- 
port as  to  any  such  death. 

PARLIAMENT— DEBATE  ON  THE  AD- 
DRESS.-PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 
Mr.  MAHONY  (Meath,  N.)  said,  he 
desired  to  make  a  brief  personal  expla- 
nation. In  his  speech  in  the  debate  on 
the  Address,  in  reply  to  the  Speeoh 
from  the  Throne,  he  had  quoted  certain 
agricultural  statistics  which  he  had  taken 
from  T/>e  Irish  Farintrt'  Gaulle,  and 
had  made  certain  calculations  to  show 
the  percentage  of  the  fall  in  prices  ia 
I8tS5.  In  one  of  these  items  he  yester- 
day discovered  that  he  had  siade  a 
serious  arithmetical  blunder ;  and  aa 
he  should  bo  very  sorry  to  mislead  the 
House  in  any  way,  he  took  the  earlieat 
opportunity  of  making  it  known.  Ha 
had  stated  that  the  price  of  two. year-old 
stock  had  fallen  42  per  cent,  instead  of 
which  he  found  it  had  onlj  fallea  SO  per 
cent. 
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ORDERS    OF    THE   BAT. 


SUPPLY— CIVIL  SERVICE   ESTIMATES. 
Supply — considered  in  Committee. 
(In  the  Committee.) 

Class  HI. — Law  and  Justice. 

(1.)  £5424 53;  to  complete  the  sum 
for  the  Constabulary,  Ireland. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY  (Cork,  W.) :  I  wish 
to  make  an  appeal  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  take  some  steps  to  dis- 
courage harsh  and  cruel  evictions  on  the 
part  of  the  Irish  landlords  during  the 
coming  winter,  and  I  should  like  to  read 
to  the  Committee  an  opinion  which  has 
been  expressed  in  regard  to  the  cruelty 
of  evictions  of  this  kind  by  an  old  and 
respected  Member  of  this  House — Sir 
Eardley  Wilmot.     He  says — 

*'  As  an  old  and  staunch  Conservative,  as  a 
cordial  supporter  of  Lord  Salisbury's  Admi- 
nistration, as  an  earnest  well-wisher  to  its  suc- 
cess, and  last,  but  not  least,  in  the  cause  of  peace 
and  prosperity  in  Ireland,  I  hope  that  the  Gro- 
vernment  will  see  its  way  to  accept,  subject  to 
modifications,  the  3rd  clause  of  Mr.  Parnell's 
Bill,  dealing  with  evictions.  Among  rational 
und  calmly  judging  men  in  Ireland  there  is  but 
one  opinion— namely,  that  evictions  should  be 
temporarily  suspended,  subject,  of  course,  to 
investigation  by  the  local  Court  as  to  the 
capability  of  the  tenant ;  and  because  the  pro- 
j)os.'il  emanates  from  a  Home  Ruler  whoso  poli- 
tical doctrines  we  abhor,  if  it  is  a  good  pro- 
posal, in  God's  name,  why  should  we  reject 
it?" 

I  trust  that  such  an  appeal  from  an 
esteemed  Member  of  the  Conservative 
Party  will  have  some  effect  in  inducing 
the  Government  to  discourage  evictions 
in  Ireland  during  the  coming  winter.  I 
will  not  be  so  unreasonable  as  to  suggest 
that,  in  cases  where  the  tenants  are  able 
to  pay  the  rent,  the  Government  should 
refuse  the  assistance  of  the  forces  of  the 
Crown,  in  order  to  see  that  the  law  is 
carried  out ;  but  we  know  how  advan- 
tage can  be  taken  from  the  employment 
of  the  forces  of  the  Crown  for  the  exter- 
mination of  Irish  tenants,  and  where 
there  is  no  rent  to  be  derived  from 
evicting  poor  people,  I  think  it  is  the 
duty  of  any  Government  having  the 
slightest  consideration  for  the  lives  and 
well-being  of  the  population,  not  to  be 
so  cruel  or  so  harsh  as  to  employ  the 
Constabulary  in  driving  these  unfortu- 
nate people  from  their  humble,  though 
happy,  homes.      I  would  further  urge 


upon  the   Government    the  danger  of 
putting    too  severe  a  strain  upon  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary.     I  would  ask 
them  to  consider  whether  the  time  may 
not  come  when,  rising  to  the  level  of  the 
occasion,  the  !Royal  Irish  Constabulary 
will  refuse  to  aid  grinding  and  oppres- 
sive landlords  in  exterminating  the  Irish 
peasantry,  who  are  their  own  kith  and 
kin  ?    I  warn  the  Government  that  a 
time  may  come  when  the  Constabulary 
will   refuse    to  be  instruments  in  the 
hands  of  the  Executive  for  carrying  out 
the  cruel  and  oppressive  procedure  of 
the  exterminating  landlords  of  inflicting 
ruin  upon  the  people,  and  of  bringing 
about  destitution  and  possibly  murder. 
We  have  every  reason  to  expect  that 
thousands  of  the  Irish  people  will  be 
driven   from  their  homes    during  the 
coming  winter.     Both  the  Government 
in  this  House  and  the  Prime  Minister 
in  '^  another  place''  have  declared  that 
it  is  their  intention  to  see  the  law  carried 
out  in  Ireland  without  regard  to  the 
cruelty  or  oppressiveness  of  evictions, 
and  if  they  propose  to  lend  the  assistance 
of  the  Constabulary  Force  to  carry  out 
this  nefarious  work,  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  the  condition  of  social  order  in  Ire- 
land will  not  be  in  a  very  healthy  con- 
dition in  the  coming  winter.     I  would 
also  call  the  attention  of  the  Government 
to  the  uselessness  and  absurdity  of  spend- 
ing money  on  the  protection  of  men  who 
seek  the  protection  of  the  Government 
without  really  requiring  it.     In  my  own 
neighbourhood  there  is  a  man  who  ob- 
tained police  protection  some  time  ago, 
and  the  duties  performed  wore  to  convey 
this  gentleman  from  one  public-house  to 
another.    At  length  they  became  so  tired 
of  that  duty  that  one  of  the  constables, 
acting  with  the  escort,  actually  arrested 
the  man,  and  brought  him  before  the 
stipendiary  magistrate  for  drunkenness. 
It  was  not  until  then  that  the  police 
escort  was  dispensed  with.     I  know  of 
another  man  in  my  neighbourhood  who 
has  police  protection,   but  who,  never- 
theless,  frequently  goes  round  trans- 
acting   his   ordinary  business  without 
requiring  the  assistance  of  the  police  at 
all.    This  very  person  is,  in  point  of  fact, 
receiving  pay  for   conveying  his  own 
police  escort  about  with  him  on  cars*  In 
another  case — that  of  a  man  who  was 
escorted  by  two  policemen — Inspector 
Maguire,  the  late  County  Inspector  for 
the  Division  of  West  Cork,  came  to  the 
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amounts  to  £10,000.  The  Vote  last  year 
was  £40,000  in  excess  of  the  Vote  for 
the  previous  year ;  but  that  may  be  rea- 
sonably accounted  for  by  the  passing  of 
a  Bill  when  Mr.  Trevelyan  was  Chief 
Secretary  to  increase  the  pay  and  pen- 
sions of  the  Force.  I  should  have  thought, 
however,  that  it  was  almost  impossible 
for  that  Bill  to  have  produced  so  large 
an  increase  in  the  pensions  as  £10,000. 
This  is  a  matter  upon  which  I  think  the 
Committee  ought  to  receive  an  explana- 
tion. Then,  again,  I  notice  in  Sub-head 
E,  at  page  317,  that  the  Constabulary 
Trausport  Service  last  year  cost  only 
£1,500,  but  this  year  the  sum  put  down 
is  £5,000.  That  is  a  very  large  increase 
indeed,  and  I  should  like  to  have  an  ex- 
planation from  the  Chief  Secretary  aa  to 
the  reason  of  the  increase  which  has 
taken  place  in  that  item.  There  is 
another  question  I  should  like  to  put 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman— namely, 
to  ask  him  to  explain  to  the  Committee 
the  conditioDS  under  which  the  police 
are  deputed  to  give  personal  special  pro- 
tection. The  police  are  sent  to  escort 
persons  in  Ireland  who  make  allegations 
that  their  lives  are  in  danger,  and  I 
want  to  know  whether,  in  any  case,  the 
persons  who  ask  for  this  police  protection 
pay  any  portion  of  the  expense  ?  There 
are  many  cases  in  which  it  is  a  public 
abuse  to  have  the  police  following  per- 
sons ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting their  lives  when  their  lives  are 
in  no  danger  at  all.  Mention  has  already 
been  made  of  a  case  in  which  a  man 
rode  on  a  horse  in  front  of  a  car  of  his 
own,  for  which  the  two  policemen  told 
off  to  protect  him  had  to  pay.  I  have 
been  informed  that  this  man,  as  the 
owner  of  the  car,  gets  18«.  a- day  for  car 
hire,  in  addition  to  which  the  two  police- 
men placed  at  his  disposal  will  throw,  at 
the  very  least,  a  charge  of  £200  a- year 
upon  the  ratepayers  of  this  country.  I 
should  like,  therefore,  to  know  whether 
there  aro  any  instances  of  persons  so 
protected  who  do  not  really  require  pro- 
tection, or,  if  they  do  ask  for  it,  should 
be  called  upon  to  pay  a  portion  of  the 
cost?  There  is  the  further  question  as 
to  the  distribution  of  the  Police  Force 
throughout  Ireland.  There  is  scarcely 
a  county  in  the  South  and  West  of  Ire- 
land which  is  not  called  on  annually  to 
pay  a  considerable  sum  for  the  cost  of 
extra  police.  Some  time  ago  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  raising  that  question  in 
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this  House,  and  I  should  be  glad  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  can  give  the  Oom- 
mittee  some  information  aa  to  the  num- 
ber of  extra  men  stationed  in  the  diffe- 
rent counties,  and  as  to  the  cost  thrown 
on  the  local  rates  of  such  counties  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  men  ?  I  should 
also  like  to  know  what  ground  there  is 
for  drafting  a  large  extra  force  of  con- 
stables into  counties  where  there  has 
been  no  outbreak  of  crime  whatever, 
and  practically  no  outrages?  For  in- 
stance, the  county  of  Waterford  has,  in 
recent  times,  been  very  badly  treated  in 
this  respect.  The  ratepayers  of  Water- 
ford  have  been  taxed  to  a  very  consider- 
able amount  for  extra  police,  and  yet 
there  has  been  no  such  thing  as  an  out- 
break of  crime,  and  peace  could  be  pre- 
served by  one  or  two  constables  stationed 
in  each  village  as  easily  as  in  England. 
I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  be 
able  to  give  some  information  upon  the 
points  which  I  have  placed  before  him. 
Me.  DEASY  (Mayo.  W.) :  I  am  glad 
that  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny) 
has  raised  the  question  of  the  employ- 
ment, in  various  counties  in  Ireland,  of 
an  extra  police  force,  the  cost  of  which 
is  thrown  partly  upon  the  Consolidated 
Fund  and  partly  upon  the  county.  My 
hoD.  Friend  has  mentioned  the  fact 
that  successive  Governments  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  sending  out  in  Ireland 
large  detachments  of  extra  police  under 
the  12th  or  13th  section  of  an  Act  of 
William  lY.,  which  authorizes  the  cost  to 
be  levied  on  the  rates  and  Consolidated 
Fund.  So  far  as  I  am  able  to  make 
out  at  the  present  time  there  is  no  justi- 
fication whatever  for  the  maintenance  of 
this  extra  police  force  in  any  {part  of 
Ireland.  As  to  the  county  of  Mayo, 
although  I  have  been  unable  to  see  the 
last  Betum  of  the  state  of  crime,  I 
gather  from  the  charges  of  the  Judffee 
at  the  Assizes,  and  the  speeches  which 
have  been  delivered  by  the  Chairmen 
of  Quarter  Sessions,  that  the  county  has 
been  in  a  most  favourable  condition  for  a 
long  time  past.  And  here  let  me  com- 
plain of  the  very  inadequate  means 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  Members  for 
obtainiug  satisfactory  information  with 
reference  to  the  position  of  the  Police 
Force  in  Ireland.  I  have  searched  the 
Library  from  end  to  end  for  a  Betam 
which  ought  to  have  been  supplied  to 
the  House,  stating  what  has  taken  place 
under  the  Constabulary  Bedistribntion 
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Act  of  August,  1885.  It  will  be  in  the 
recollection  of  tlie  right  hon.  G-entlemen 
the  Chief  Secretary  that  in  consequence 
of  a  very  long  and  important  debate 
which  took  place  in  this  House  on  the 
Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell),  the  Government 
of  the  day  were  compelled  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  authorizing  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
to  redistribute  the  Police  Force  in  Ire- 
land, and  to  reorganize  the  position  of 
the  force  in  each  county.  I  have  endea- 
voured to  find  out  what  alterations  have 
been  made  in  the  numbers  of  the  Con- 
stabulary stationed  in  various  districts 
in  Ireland  ;  but  I  have  been  unable  to 
obtain  any  information  on  the  subject, 
owing,  I  believe,  to  the  fact  that  the 
Police  Authorities  in  Ireland  steadily 
set  their  faces  against  making  any  Ite- 
turn  of  their  doings  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  I  hope  that  when  this  ques- 
tion is  next  brought  before  the  House 
we  may  have  some  better  data  to  go 
upon.  We  ought  to  know  exactly  where 
we  stand,  and  not  be  compelled  to  bother 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  night  after 
night  for  information  as  to  the  number 
of  policemen  in  different  parts  of  the 
country.  In  North  Mayo  there  is  an 
extra  force  of  police,  under  the  12th 
or  13th  section  of  the  Act  of  William 
IV.,  at  a  cost  of  £1.530. 

The  chief  SECKETAEY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
(Bristol,  W.) :  The  section  is  the  12th. 

Mr.  DE ASY  :  And,  roughly  speaking, 
£1,500  is  the  sum  which  the  ratepayers 
of  the  county  are  mulcted  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  this  luxury.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  informed  me  that  the 
extra  police  are  sent  down  under  the 
12th  section  of  the  Act  of  William  IV. 
That  section  empowers  the  magistrates, 
sitting  in  Petty  Sessions,  to  petition  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  to  send  down  an  extra 
force  to  any  particular  division  of  the 
county,  and  there  is  no  authority  in  the 
Act  enabling  them  to  present  also  a 
petition  for  the  withdrawal  of  such  force. 
How  long  this  extra  police  force  may 
have  been  stationed  in  the  county  of 
Mayo,  or  elsewhere,  I  cannot  tell.  We 
endeavoured  to  extract  information  from 
Mr.  Trevelyan,  two  years  ago,  but 
without  success ;  and  no  Chief  Secre- 
tary seems  to  be  able  to  inform  us 
how  long  these  men  have  been  quar- 
tered upon  this  part  of  Ireland  under 
Section  12  of  the  Act  of  William  IV. 


The  inference  is  that  for  12,  15,  or  20 
years  this  county  has  been  burdened 
with  a  heavy  expense,  wholly  uncalled 
for,  and  without  having  the  power  to 
petition  for  a  removal  of  the  griev- 
ance. I  would  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  find  out  who  the  magistrates  were 
who  petitioned  the  Government  to  send 
down  this  extra  force,  and  then  to 
ascertain  if  they  are  still  of  the  same 
opinion  as  they  were  when  they  pre- 
sented the  Memorial  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant. There  might  have  been  some 
necessity  for  extreme  precautions  under 
the  Crimes  Act ;  but  this  force  was  not 
sent  down  under  the  Crimes  Act,  and 
be  it  remembered  that  the  Crimes  Act 
authorized  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  send 
down  any  number  of  men,  of  his  own 
free  will,  to  any  disturbed  district,  and 
to  charge  the  cost  to  the  locality.  There- 
fore, there  can  be  no  excuse  for  retain- 
ing this  extra  force  in  the  county  of 
Mayo,  or,  indeed,  from  anything  I  can 
learn,  in  any  other  part  of  Ireland.  I 
have  carefully  looked  into  the  Police 
Eeturns  of  crime  for  the  present  year 
as  far  as  they  go,  and  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  justification  for  the  con- 
tinued retention  of  this  force.  The  ordi- 
nary force  at  the  disposal  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenants  of  counties  ought  to  be 
quite  sufficient  to  preserve  order.  I  find 
that  in  Mayo  there  have  been  100  men, 
under  the  direction  of  a  County  Inspec- 
tor and  Sub -Inspectors,  sent  out  to  en- 
force evictions.  I  think  it  is  high  time 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary should  take  the  practice  of  util- 
izing the  Eoyal  Irish  Constabulary  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  evictions 
into  his  serious  consideration.  A  hun- 
dred men  have  been  sent  where  five  or 
six  constables  are  quite  enough  to  pre- 
serve order,  and  I  fail  to  see  why  the 
taxpayers  of  the  country  should  be  an- 
nually robbed  of  a  very  large  sum  of 
money  which  might  well  be  disposed  of 
in  another  way.  On  the  West  Coast  of 
Ireland  the  poverty  and  destitution  of 
the  people  is  notorious,  and  they  are  at 

? resent  altogether  unable  to  pay  rent, 
trust  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  g^ve  these  matters  the  attention 
they  deserve.  I  would  also  point  out  to 
him  that  some  of  the  evictions  now  taking 
place  are  being  carried  out  in  cases 
where  the  unfortunate  tenants  have  ac- 
tually been  obliged  to  receive  relief  from 
the  Guardians.    Therefore,  I  ask  the 
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amounts  to  £10,000.  The  Vote  last  year 
was  £40,000  in  excess  of  the  Vote  for 
the  previous  year ;  hut  that  may  he  rea- 
sonahly  accounted  for  hy  the  passing  of 
a  Bill  when  Mr.  Trevelyan  was  Chief 
Secretary  to  increase  the  pay  and  pen- 
sions of  the  Force.  I  should  have  thought, 
however,  that  it  was  almost  impossihle 
for  that  Bill  to  have  produced  so  large 
an  increase  in  the  pensions  as  £10,000. 
This  is  a  matter  upon  which  I  think  the 
Committee  ought  to  receive  an  explana- 
tion. Then,  again,  I  notice  in  Sub-head 
E,  at  page  317,  that  the  Constabulary 
Transport  Service  last  year  cost  only 
£1,500,  but  this  year  the  sum  put'down 
is  £5«000.  That  is  a  very  large  increase 
indeed,  and  I  should  like  to  have  an  ex- 
planation from  the  Chief  Secretary  aa  to 
the  reason  of  the  increase  which  has 
taken  place  in  that  item.  There  is 
another  question  I  should  like  to  put 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman— namely, 
to  ask  him  to  explain  to  the  Committee 
the  conditions  under  which  the  police 
are  deputed  to  give  personal  special  pro- 
tection. The  police  are  sent  to  escort 
persons  in  Ireland  who  make  allegations 
that  their  lives  are  in  danger,  and  I 
want  to  know  whether,  in  any  case,  the 
persons  who  ask  for  this  police  protection 
pay  any  portion  of  the  expense  ?  There 
are  many  cases  in  which  it  is  a  public 
abuse  to  have  the  police  following  per- 
sons ostensibly  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting their  lives  when  their  lives  are 
in  no  danger  at  all.  Mention  has  already 
been  made  of  a  case  in  which  a  man 
rode  on  a  horse  in  front  of  a  car  of  his 
own,  for  which  the  two  policemen  told 
off  to  protect  him  had  to  pay.  I  have 
been  informed  that  this  man,  as  the 
owner  of  the  car,  gets  18«.  a-day  for  car 
hire,  in  addition  to  which  the  two  police- 
men placed  at  his  disposal  will  throw,  at 
the  very  least,  a  charge  of  £200  a-year 
upon  the  ratepayers  of  this  country.  I 
should  like,  therefore,  to  know  whether 
there  are  any  instances  of  persons  so 
protected  who  do  not  really  require  pro- 
tection, or,  if  they  do  ask  for  it,  should 
be  called  upon  to  pay  a  portion  of  the 
cost  ?  There  is  the  further  question  as 
to  the  distribution  of  the  Police  Force 
throughout  Ireland.  There  is  scarcely 
a  county  in  the  South  and  West  of  Ire- 
land which  is  not  called  on  annually  to 
pay  a  considerable  sum  for  the  cost  of 
extra  police.  Some  time  ago  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  raising  that  question  in 
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this  House,  and  I  should  be  glad  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  can  give  the  Oom- 
mittee  some  information  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  extra  men  stationed  in  the  diffe- 
rent counties,  and  as  to  the  cost  thrown 
on  the  local  rates  of  such  counties  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  men  ?  I  should 
also  like  to  know  what  ground  there  is 
for  drafting  a  large  extra  force  of  con- 
stables into  counties  where  there  Lm 
been  no  outbreak  of  crime  whatever, 
and  practically  no  outrages?  For  in- 
stance, the  county  of  Waterford  has,  in 
recent  times,  been  very  badly  treated  in 
this  respect.  The  ratepayers  of  Water- 
ford  have  been  taxed  to  a  very  consider- 
able amount  for  extra  police,  and  yet 
there  has  been  no  such  thing  as  an  out- 
break of  crime,  and  peace  could  be  pre- 
served by  one  or  two  constables  stationed 
in  each  village  as  easily  as  in  England. 
I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  be 
able  to  give  some  information  upon  the 
points  which  I  have  placed  before  him. 
Me.  DEASY  (Mayo.  W.) :  I  am  glad 
that  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny) 
has  raised  the  question  of  the  employ- 
ment, in  various  counties  in  Ireland,  of 
an  extra  police  force,  the  cost  of  which 
is  thrown  partly  upon  the  Consolidated 
Fund  and  partly  upon  the  county.  My 
hon.  Friend  has  mentioned  the  fact 
that  successive  Gk)vernment8  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  sending  out  in  Ireland 
large  detachments  of  extra  police  under 
the  12th  or  13th  section  of  an  Act  of 
William  lY.,  which  authorizes  theoost  to 
be  levied  on  the  rates  and  Consolidated 
Fund.  So  far  as  I  am  able  to  make 
out  at  the  present  time  there  is  no  justi- 
fication whatever  for  the  maintenance  of 
this  extra  police  force  in  any  (part  of 
Ireland.  As  to  the  county  of  Mayo, 
although  I  have  been  unable  to  see  the 
last  Bet  urn  of  the  state  of  crime,  I 
gather  from  the  charges  of  the  Judges 
at  the  Assizes,  and  the  speeches  which 
have  been  delivered  by  the  Chairmen 
of  Quarter  Sessions,  that  the  county  has 
been  in  a  most  favourable  condition  for  a 
long  time  past.  And  here  let  me  com- 
plain of  the  very  inadequate  means 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  Members  for 
obtaining  satisfactory  information  with 
reference  to  the  position  of  the  Police 
Force  in  Ireland.  I  have  searched  the 
Library  from  end  to  end  for  a  Betozn 
which  ought  to  have  been  supplied  to 
the  House,  stating  what  has  taken  place 
under  the  Constabulary  Bedistributioa 
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Act  of  August,  1885.  It  will  be  in  the 
recollection  of  tlie  right  hon.  G-entlemen 
the  Chief  Secretary  that  in  consequence 
of  a  very  long  and  important  debate 
which  took  place  in  this  House  on  the 
Motion  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell),  the  Government 
of  the  day  were  compelled  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  authorizing  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
to  redistribute  the  Police  Force  in  Ire- 
land, and  to  reorganize  the  position  of 
the  force  in  each  county.  I  have  endea- 
voured to  find  out  what  alterations  have 
been  made  in  the  numbers  of  the  Con- 
stabulary stationed  in  various  districts 
in  Ireland  ;  but  I  liave  been  unable  to 
obtain  any  information  on  the  subject, 
owing,  I  believe,  to  the  fact  that  the 
Police  Authorities  in  Ireland  steadily 
set  their  faces  against  making  any  Re- 
turn of  their  doings  to  the  House  of 
Commons.  I  hope  that  when  this  ques- 
tion is  next  brought  before  the  House 
we  may  have  some  better  data  to  go 
upon.  We  ought  to  know  exactly  where 
we  stand,  and  not  be  compelled  to  bother 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  night  after 
night  for  information  as  to  the  number 
of  policemen  in  different  parts  of  the 
country.  In  North  Mayo  there  is  an 
extra  force  of  police,  under  the  12th 
or  13th  section  of  the  Act  of  William 
IV.,  at  a  cost  of  £1.530. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
(Bristol,  W.) :  The  section  is  the  12th. 

Mr.  I)E.\SY  :  And,  roughly  speaking, 
£1,500  is  the  sum  which  the  ratepayers 
of  the  county  are  mulcted  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  this  luxury.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  informed  me  that  the 
extra  police  are  sent  down  under  the 
12th  section  of  the  Act  of  William  IV. 
That  section  empowers  the  magistrates, 
sitting  in  Petty  Sessions,  to  petition  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  to  send  down  an  extra 
force  to  any  particular  division  of  the 
county,  and  there  is  no  authority  in  the 
Act  enabling  them  to  present  also  a 
petition  for  the  withdrawal  of  such  force. 
How  long  this  extra  police  force  may 
have  been  stationed  in  the  county  of 
Mayo,  or  elsewhere,  I  cannot  tell.  We 
endeavoured  to  extract  information  from 
Mr.  Trevelyan,  two  years  ago,  but 
without  success ;  and  no  Chief  Secre- 
tary seems  to  be  able  to  inform  us 
how  long  these  men  have  been  quar- 
tered upon  this  part  of  Ireland  under 
Section  12  of  the  Act  of  William  IV. 


The  inference  is  that  for  12,  15,  or  20 
years  this  county  has  been  burdened 
with  a  heavy  expense,  wholly  uncalled 
for,  and  without  having  the  power  to 
petition  for  a  removal  of  the  griev- 
ance. I  would  ask  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  find  out  who  the  magistrates  were 
who  petitioned  the  Government  to  send 
down  this  extra  force,  and  then  to 
ascertain  if  they  are  still  of  the  same 
opinion  as  they  were  when  they  pre- 
sented the  Memorial  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant. There  might  have  been  some 
necessity  for  extreme  precautions  under 
the  Crimes  Act ;  but  this  force  was  not 
sent  down  under  the  Crimes  Act,  and 
be  it  remembered  that  the  Crimes  Act 
authorized  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  send 
down  any  number  of  men,  of  his  own 
free  will,  to  any  disturbed  district,  and 
to  charge  the  cost  to  the  locality.  There- 
fore, there  can  be  no  excuse  for  retain- 
ing this  extra  force  in  the  county  of 
Mayo,  or,  indeed,  from  anything  I  can 
learn,  in  any  other  part  of  Ireland.  I 
have  carefully  looked  into  the  Police 
Returns  of  crime  for  the  present  year 
as  far  as  they  go,  and  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  justification  for  the  con- 
tinued retention  of  this  force.  The  ordi- 
nary force  at  the  disposal  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenants  of  counties  ought  to  be 
quite  sufficient  to  preserve  order.  I  find 
that  in  Mayo  there  have  been  100  men, 
under  the  direction  of  a  County  Inspec- 
tor and  Sub-Inspectors,  sent  out  to  en- 
force evictions.  I  think  it  is  high  time 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Se- 
cretary should  take  the  practice  of  util- 
izing the  Eoyal  Irish  Constabulary  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  evictions 
into  his  serious  consideration.  A  hun- 
dred men  have  been  sent  where  five  or 
six  constables  are  quite  enough  to  pre- 
serve order,  and  I  lail  to  see  why  the 
taxpayers  of  the  country  should  be  an- 
nually robbed  of  a  very  large  sum  of 
money  which  might  well  be  disposed  of 
in  another  way.  On  the  West  Coast  of 
Ireland  the  poverty  and  destitution  of 
the  people  is  notorious,  and  they  are  at 
present  altogether  unable  to  pay  rent. 
I  trust  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  give  these  matters  the  attention 
they  deserve.  I  would  also  point  out  to 
him  that  some  of  the  evictions  now  taking 
place  are  being  carried  out  in  cases 
where  the  unfortunate  tenants  have  ac- 
tually been  obliged  to  receive  relief  from 
the  Guardians.    Therefore,  I  ask  the 
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right  hon.  G-entleman,  in  the  case  of  the 
county  of  Mayo,  to  withdraw  the  extra 
police,  and  to  refuse  to  lend  the  assist- 
ance of  the  ordinary  police  to  the  land- 
lords in  carrying  out  these  cruel  evic- 
tions, leaving  them  where  it  is  apparent 
that  the  victim  is  unable  to  pay  to  carry 
them  out  as  best  they  can.  There  is  a 
widespread  fear  that  in  the  coming  winter 
the  destitution  of  the  people  will  be  far 
more  severe  than  it  has  ever  been  be- 
fore, and  that  they  will  be  obliged,  in 
many  cases,  to  enter  the  workhouse  in 
order  to  prevent  themselves  and  their 
families  from  being  actually  starved. 
Another  matter  to  which  I  wish  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  the  appointment  of  medical 
officer  to  the  Constabulary  at  Castlebar. 
The  usual  practice,  when  a  vacancy  has 
arisen,  has  been  for  the  police  authori- 
ties to  appoint  the  dispensary  medical 
officer.  In  this  case,  the  dispensary 
medical  officer  was  Dr.  Jordan.  That 
gentleman  applied  for  the  appointment, 
but,  being  a  Nationalist,  he  was  passed 
over.  There  is  no  other  reason,  as  far 
as  I  am  able  to  make  out,  that  the  Go- 
vernment can  have  for  refusing  to  make 
the  appointment.  I  understand  that  the 
excuse  made  by  the  Police  Authorities 
is^that  Dr.  Jordan  is  a  very  young  man, 
and  has  not  had  sufficient  experience  to 
undertake  the  responsible  duty  of  look- 
ing after  20,  30,  or  40  persons ;  whereas 
the  Local  Government  Board  consider 
him  quite  competent  to  take  charge  of 
the  dispensary  district  of  Castlebar.  If 
he  is  qualified  for  that  duty,  surely  he 
is  a  proper  person  to  look  after  the 
health  of  this  police  establishment.  This 
is  a  matter  which  has  given  rise  to  a 
good  deal  of  irritation  in  Castlebar, 
and  the  general  impression  is  that  a 
Nationalist  has  not  the  least  chance 
of  being  promoted  or  preferred.  I 
trust  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will,  in 
this  case,  adopt  the  example  set  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Stirling  (Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman)  in 
the  last  Parliament.  The  attention  of 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Stirling  was 
directed  to  a  case  which  was  exactly 
similar  to  the  present,  in  the  county  of 
Cork,  and  the  gentleman  who  was  ap- 
pointed over  the  head  of  another  actually 
filled  the  office  for  some  months.  But 
as  soon  as  representations  were  made  to 
the  Chief  Secretary,  he  ordered  the 
County  Inspector  to  have  the  gentleman 

Mr,  Deaey 


who  then  held  the  appointment 
missed,  and  appointed  me  medical  offi- 
cer of  the  dispensary.  In  Oaetlebar, 
the  appointment  to  which  I  refer  Ilm 
only  been  made  within  the  last  few 
weeks,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  will  find  it  an  easy  matter  to 
rectify  the  mistake  which  has  been 
made,  and  to  give  the  appointment  to 
the  man  who  has  the  best  right  to  it. 
In  conclusion,  I  will  only  say  that  I 
have  found  it  most  difficult  and,  in  some 
instances,  altogether  impossible,  to  ob- 
tain reliable  information  as  to  the  police 
arrangements.  The  payment  of  the 
extra  police  falls  upon  the  county  rate, 
and  the  magistrates  who  are  the  means 
of  bringing  them  into  the  county  care 
very  little  what  sum  the  unfortunate 
local  ratepayers  and  the  county  are 
called  upon  to  pay.  I  sincerely  hope 
that  the  matter  will  receive  fall  con- 
sideration at  the  hands  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  that  he  will  direct  the 
withdrawal  of  the  extra  police  in  the 
county  of  Mayo,  and  that  he  will  secure 
the  appointment  of  Dr.  Jordan  as  medi- 
cal officer  to  the  Constabulary  at  Castle- 
bar.   

Mr.  p.  J.  POWER  (Waterford,  E.) : 
The  county  of  Waterford  has  been  re- 
markable, for  many  years,  for  its  peace- 
ful attitude.  Both  the  Judges  of  Assize 
and  the  Chairmen  of  Quarter  Sessions 
have  constantly  congratulated  the  county 
on  its  satisfactory  condition.  Nererthe- 
less,  we  are  taxed  very  heavily  for  the 
maintenance  of  extra  police ;  and  what 
makes  the  position  more  intolerable  is 
that  until  the  last  few  months  the  county 
did  not  possess  the  actual  number  of 
police  which  was  fixed  for  it  by  Act  of 
Parliament.  Nevertheless,  at  the  same 
time,  it  was  required  to  maintain  an 
extra  police  force  without  any  allowanee 
being  made  for  the  fact  that  the  regular 
police  force  in  the  county  was  less  than 
it  ought  to  have  been.  If  they  really 
had  the  interests  of  the  people  at  heart, 
I  maintain  that  the  magistrates  ought 
to  bring  pressure  upon  the  Government 
to  withdraw  the  extra  police.  But,  as 
has  been  shown  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  West  Mayo  (Mr.  Deasy), 
the  Grand  Jury,  as  a  class,  do  not  pay 
the  rates  out  of  which  this  extra  police 
force  is  maintained.  They  are  paid  out 
of  the  county  rate,  which  is  not  levied 
on  propertv,  but  upon  the  occupying 
tenants.  I  believe  the  magistrates  would 
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be  yery  chary  as  to  the  steps  they  take 
for  the  introduction  of  an  extra  police 
force  into  an  Irish  county  if  the  expense 
of  maintaining  it  was  levied  upon 
them  instead  of  the  holdings  of  the  ten- 
ants. In  consequence  of  the  mode  in 
which  the  expense  is  met  the  landlords 
are  quite  indififerent  to  it,  and  are  per- 
fectly willing  that  we  should  be  called 
upon  to  pay  a  large  annual  sum  for  the 
maintenance  of  these  extra  police.  With 
regard  to  the  Constabulary  Force  itself, 
as  a  rule  we  make  no  complaint  of  the 
men,  as  far  as  individuals  go ;  but  we 
complain  strongly  of  the  system  under 
which  they  are  governed.  We  maintain 
that  it  is  a  system  which  is  calculated  to 
degrade  the  men,  and  one  under  which 
any  man  who  holds  views  which  do  not 
accord  with  those  of  the  powers  that  be  is 
immediately  **  Boycotted."  We  had  an 
instance  of  that  in  the  treatment  which 
Sub -Inspector  Murphy  received  at  the 
hands  of  the  authorities.  At  the  Pre- 
sentment Sessions  for  the  County  Water- 
ford  attention  was  called  to  the  charge 
for  the  extra  police,  and  a  unanimous 
protest  was  made  against  it.  But  the 
Grand  Jury  have  not  taken  up  the 
same  position,  and  the  only  way  in 
which  the  ratepayers  can  rid  themselves 
of  this  intolerable  burden  is  to  make  a 
strike  against  the  payment.  I  fully  re- 
cognize that  that  would  be  an  extreme 
step ;  but  I  think  that  such  a  peaceful 
community  would  be  justified,  at  any 
rate,  in  taking  some  step  in  that  direc- 
tion. In  speaking  upon  the  Vote  for 
the  Local  Government  Board  the  other 
day  I  was  told  by  you,  Mr.  Courtney, 
that  any  question  in  relation  to  the 
working  of  the  Explosives  Act  would 
come  more  directly  under  the  present 
Vote.  At  present  the  appointment  of 
Inspectors  under  that  Act  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  magistrates,  who  are  ac- 
customed to  appoint  civilians;  but  we 
are  of  opinion  that,  owing  to  the  nature 
of  the  duties,  they  would  be  better  dis- 
charged by  members  of  the  Constabu- 
lary. At  present  the  appointments  are 
made  at  the  diflFerent  Courts  of  Petty 
Sessions,  and  in  due  course  a  charge  is 
presented  to  the  local  Boards  of  Guar- 
dians for  payment  of  the  Inspector's 
salary,  and  the  Boards  of  Guardians 
have  no  alternative  but  to  pay  it.  In 
fact,  they  must  pay  it,  whether  they 
like  it  or  not.  There  is  a  strong  feel- 
ing that  the  Constabulary  would  be  a 
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far  better  means  of  inquiring  where 
these  explosives  are  kept  and  how  they 
are  kept ;  and  I  maintain  that  the  Exe- 
cutive Government  of  Ireland  ought  to 
make  it  the  duty  of  the  Constabulary 
to  perform  the  work.  I  do  not  say  that 
a  heavy  taxation  is  imposed  upon  the 
Boards  of  Guardians  in  connection  with 
this  matter;  but  where  the  Board  of 
Guardians  comprises  six  or  seven  petty 
sessional  districts  the  tax  amounts  in 
some  cases  to  £60  or  £70  a-year.  When 
I  raised  the  question  on  the  Vote  for  the 
Local  Government  Board,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  made  no 
reply.  I  have  now  called  his  attention 
again  to  the  matter,  and  I  hope  he  will 
see  the  reasonableness  of  our  complaint, 
and  that  he  will  be  able  to  give  us  some 
satisfactory  assurance.  I  am  glad  to 
say  that  the  treatment  which  the  Eoyal 
Irish  Constabulary  have  received  in  the 
last  few  months  in  the  North  of  Ireland 
has  had  some  good  effect  upon  them, 
and  that  they  now  see  that  the  system 
under  which  they  are  governed  is  radi- 
cally wrong.  They  have  found  out  that 
the  Orangemen  in  the  North  may  break 
the  law  with  impunity  as  far  as  the 
Constabulary  are  concerned ;  while,  in 
the  South,  such  conduct  would  not  be 
tolerated  for  a  moment.  Some  of  the 
constables  have  told  me,  since  they  re- 
turned from  Belfast,  that  if  anything 
like  the  same  disturbances  as  have  hap- 
pened in  that  city  had  occurred  in  Cork 
or  Waterford,  the  police  would  not  have 
been  20  minutes  in  quelling  them ;  but 
that  in  Belfast  they  were  made  the  tools 
of  the  Orange  magistracy,  and  exposed 
to  fire  and  insult  that  was  downright 
degrading  to  them.  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  the  Head  Constable,  who  lost 
his  life  in  those  deplorable  riots, 
came  from  my  own  county;  and  his 
death  has  created  a  strong  feeling 
among  the  local  Constabulary,  together 
with  the  treatment  which  the  Con- 
stabulary themselves  received  at  the 
hands  of  the  Belfast  Orange  magistracy. 
I  may  also  mention  that,  in  connection 
with  this  matter,  they  draw  a  contrast 
between  the  treatment  they  received  at 
the  hands  of  the  Coroner's  jury  at  Bel- 
fast and  that  which  they  received  at  the 
hands  of  a  Coroner's  jury  in  Kilkenny 
some. years  ago,  when  a  verdict  of  a  Ca- 
tholic jury  against  them  was  altogether 
set  at  nought  by  the  authorities.  We 
trust  that  we  may  receive  some  satis- 
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selyes,  and  I  am  only  surprised  that  the 
men  are  as  good  as  they  are.  The  police 
are  exposed  to  temptations  which  might 
be  supposed  to   have  a    demoralizing 
effect  upon  them;  they  are  well  clothed, 
well-foimd,   and   with  money  in  their 
pockets;  but  I  am  bound  to  eay  I  do 
not  think  these  things  have  had  that 
effect  upon  them.     They  are  a  well-con- 
ducted body  of  men  ;   and  if  they  were 
taken  away  from  the  evil  influences  by 
which  they  are  now  surrounded,  they 
might  become  better  and  more  efficient 
than  they  now  are.     With  regard  to  the 
increase  of  the  police,  I  would  also  bring 
this  matter  under  the  notice  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  have  pleasure  in 
appealing  to  him  on  this  subject,  because 
he  is  always  ready  to  give  his  best  at- 
tention to  representations  put  forward 
by  hon.  Members  on  these  Benches.    I 
wish  to  point  out  that  the  decrease  of 
crime  in  Ireland  is  more  apparent  than 
real.     Before  the  Land  League  was  es- 
tablished in  1878  agrarian  crime  had 
begun  to  manifest  itself  in  the  county 
of  Cork,  and  it  went  on  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  there  was  a  tax  of  10«.  in  the 
pound  put  upon  the  people  for  extra 
police.    I  went  to  the  first  meeting  ever 
held   in    connection    with    the    Land 
League,   and  there   was  a  police  hut 
upon  the  road  then.     I  say  that  it  is  a 
mistake  to  suppose  that  agrarian  crime 
arises  from  political  causes.    I  believe 
that  investigation  would  show  that  it 
arises  entirely  on  agrarian  grounds.   At 
the  time  I  speak  of  the  Land  League 
was  not  in  existence,  and  yet  the  people 
of  Cork  had  to  pay  10«.  in  the  pound  as 
a  tax  for  the  extra  police.     After  that 
agrarian  crime  travelled  over  the  county ; 
it  permeated  the  agricultural  classes;  the 
police  were  increased  in  such  quantity 
until  there  were  150  policemen  in  the 
town,    and   agrarian    crime  reached  a 
higher    point    then    than   it   has  ever 
reached   since.      These   are    very    im- 
portant matters  for  consideration  when 
you  are  trying  to  preserve  peace  and 
harmony  in  Ireland ;  and  I  say  that  at 
the  head  of  the  police  throughout  Ire- 
land there  should  be  an  impartial,  fair- 
minded,  and  good  man,  having  no  favour 
or  bias  towards  one  person  or  another. 
The  subject  is  one  on  which  very  much 
might  be  said  ;  but  as  there  is  a  disin- 
clination on  these  Benches  to  protract 
*^i\  discussion  I  shall  not  now  trouble 
lommittee  with  any  more  remarks. 

Sarrie 


Mr.  W.  ABE  ah  am  (Limerick,  W.): 
We  all  know  that  during  the  coming 
winter  the  Irish  Bepresentatiyes,  when 
they  return  to  their  country  and  con- 
stituencies, will  have  before  them  a  yerj 
serious  task.    While  Gentlemen  who  nit 
on  other  Benches  in  this  House  will  be 
able  to  return  to  their  various  employ- 
ments, we  shall  have  to  go  to  Ireland, 
to  stand  by  our  people,  and  advise  them 
as  much  as  possible  to  keep  within  legal 
bounds,  and  endeavour  to  meet  what  we 
believe  to  bo  the  pressure  of  the  coming 
winter  in  a  proper  manner.    That  being 
so,   great  care   should  be  had  by  the 
Police  Authorities  not  to  interfere  with 
our  people,  who,  within  the  limits  of  the 
Irish  National  League,  should  be  allowed 
to  take  counsel  together  and  form  their 
plans  for  the  future.    I  have  receiyed  a 
letter  from   the  Secretary  of   a  local 
branch  of  the  National  League,  to  say 
that  at  one  of  their  meetings  in  the 
neighbourhood  there  were  three  police- 
men armed  with  rifles,  and  that  police- 
men were  engaged  in  taking  down  the 
names  of  the  members  who  attended  the 
meeting.    Now,  I  can  inform  the  Com- 
mittee that  if  that  course  is  to  be  pur- 
sued, and  if  tho  people  get  it  into  their 
heads  that  they  are  to  be  prevented  by 
the  police  from  meeting  in  a  legal  way, 
there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  uiey  will 
enter  into  those  illegal   organisations 
which  we,  the   Irish    Bepresentatives, 
have  no  power  to  prevent.     I  trust,  now 
that  I  have  called   attention    to    this 
matter,  that  the  Police  Authorities  will 
instruct  their  Inspectors  throughout  Ire- 
land that  the  people  are  not  to  be  in- 
timidated or  prevented  from  meeting  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  counsel  under  the 
National  League  with  the  view  of  meet- 
ing the  difficulties   which  are  coming 
upon  them  during  the  winter.    In  the 
years  1881  and  1882  there  were  private 
Circulars  issued  to  the  Constabulary,  in- 
structing them  how  they  were  to  deal 
with  the  matter  of  the  detection  of  crime. 
I  trust  there  will  be  no  attempt  made  to 
introduce  again  into  the  Irish  Constabu- 
lary a  system   of   police   espionage,  a 
system  which  would  be  disgraceful  to 
any  despotism  in  Europe.     Perhaps  I 
may  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  the  nature  of  some  of  the  Circolart 
which    have    been    issued   during  the 
White  Terror  of  1881  and  1882.  In  that 
period  Circulars  were  issued  to  the  Iridi 
Constabulary  to  this  effect— -that  ereij 
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efiPort  should  be  made  by  constables  in 
charge  of  stations  to  get  some  person, 
on  consideration  of  a  substantial  reward, 
to  give  private  information  of  outrages 
about  to  be  committed ;  that  if  such 
constable  should  succeed  in  making  ar- 
rests the  reward  would  be  paid  by  the 
constable,  and  no  mention  made  of  the 
fact,  and  that  the  reward  would  be  pro- 
portionate to  the  seriousness  of  the 
offence.  It  went  on  to  say  that  the  most 
likely  persons  to  give  such  information 
were  those  in  the  confidence  of  the 
rioters ;  the  Sub-Inspectors  were  to  com- 
municate with  the  police  force  in  the 
district,  with  the  view  to  carrying  out 
this  order  ;  persons  were  to  be  told  that 
they  would  not  be  required  to  prosecute, 
and  that  no  mention  would  be  made  of 
names,  and  the  reward  for  the  discovery 
of  felony  would  be  from  £20  to  £100. 
I  do  not  know  whether  this  Circular  is 
authentic  ;  but  it  appeared  in  The  Free- 
man' 8  Journal  at  the  time  I  refer  to,  and 
was  not  contradicted.  However,  we 
trust  that  during  the  coming  winter 
there  will  be  no  such  attempts  made  to 
procure  testimony  by  unworthy  means. 
We  all  recognize  that  it  is  necessary  for 
the  police  to  be  present  at  evictions  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  the  bailiffs.  It 
is  clearly  the  duty  of  the  authorities, 
if  they  believe  that  protection  is  re- 
quired, to  take  care  that  police  are  pre- 
sent on  these  occasions;  but  we  do  insist 
that  the  police  should  not  be  demoral- 
ized, but  used  for  the  purposes  for  which 
they  were  ever  intended — namely,  for  the 
preservation  of  law  and  order.  I  can- 
not refrain  from  expressing  my  sense  of 
the  courteousness  and  fairness  which  has 
characterized  the  answers  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland ;  and  I  believe  that  if  he  will 
get  himself  free  from  the  permanent  offi- 
cials who  control  these  matters  in  Ire- 
land, and  look  at  the  question  in  an 
impartial  way,  there  will  be  no  reason 
to  complain  of  the  way  the  Constabulary 
are  used  in  the  coming  winter. 

Mr.  E.  HARRINGTON :  I  wish  to 
add  my  testimony  to  the  fair  and  sym- 
pathetic manner  in  which  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  has  dealt  with  this  subject.  If 
the  Government  will  inquire  into  the 
existing  abuses  connected  with  the  extra 
police  system  I  believe  that  much  good 
will  result.  I  confess  that  in  Kerry 
there  is  need  of  extra  police  at  the  pre- 
sent  time,    and   I   heartily   regret  it; 


neyertheless,  I  hope  that  the  causes  of 
the  present  state  of  things  will  be  re- 
moved. I  must  also  point  out  that, 
much  as  this  extra  police  force  is  re- 
quired in  Kerry,  there  is  considerable 
abuse  in  the  way  in  which  these  men 
are  distributed.  There  is  the  notable 
instance  of  a  lady  in  Kerry  who  has 
nine  policemen  in  her  house.  The  re- 
presentative of  The  3forninff  Poety  who 
went  down  to  the  neighbourhood  the 
other  day,  described  the  superior  get-up 
and  smartness  of  these  men,  to  whom 
he  properly  applied  the  term  **  Her- 
culean.'' It  appears  that  this  lady  is 
continually  making  use  of  the  policemen 
in  various  ways.  I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther she  uses  them  in  the  capacity  of 
shoeblacks ;  but  they  are  used  in  various 
ways  about  the  establishment.  They 
have  bicycles,  and  are  most  adept 
cyclists ;  and  it  is  only  a  few  days  ago 
that  this  lady  took  it  into  her  head  to 
go  boating,  when  she  was  accompanied 
by  two  of  these  policemen,  with  the  re- 
sult that  when  they  were  a  short  dis- 
tance from  the  shore  the  boat  was  upset 
and  the  lady  went  into  the  water.  Now, 
is  it  not  perfectly  absurd  that  the  police 
should  be  used  in  this  manner — that 
they  should  conduct  this  lady  about  the 
streets  carrying  band-boxes  ?  It  is  ab- 
solutely ridiculous  to  say  that  this  lady 
requires  eight  or  nine  policemen  for 
her  protection  at,  perhaps,  the  cost  of 
£1,000.  Then,  again,  on  one  portion  of 
her  property,  a  stretch  of  meadow  and 
swamp,  she  has  actually  five  police  huts, 
and  tnese  have  been  there  ever  since 
1879,  at  an  enormous  cost  to  the  country. 
Why  do  you  not  say  to  this  lady — If 
you  require  these  police  you  can  have 
them ;  but,  of  course,  you  must  pay  for 
them?  Then,  on  another  part  of  her 
property  there  are  six  policemen  simi- 
larly occupied,  making  on  all  her  pro- 
perty in  the  county  a  total  of  50  police- 
men. I  do  not  at  all  object  to  there 
being  protection  of  human  life  ;  that  is 
absolutely  necessary,  and  I  admit  that 
it  is  too  true  that  many  persons  in  Ire- 
land require  police  protection ;  but  I  say 
that  the  Government  ought  to  move  on 
the  lines  indicated  by  those  who  say  that, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  police  should  be 
reduced  within  economical  limits.  There 
are  300  extra  police  in  the  county  of 
Kerry  at  the  present  time,  besides  the 
normal  force.  We  contend  that  the 
police  should  not  be  UBed  except  for  the 
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been  inyoked  99  have  had  a  direct  con- 
neotion  with  the  Land  Question  in  Ire- 
land.   Therefore,  in  protesting  against 
this  Vote,  we  protest  not  merely  against 
the  Oonstabnlary  itself,  but  also  against 
the  land  system,  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Government,  renders  such  a  force 
necessary  in  Ireland.     Now,  Sir,  we  do 
not  at  all  adopt  either  the  language  or 
the    action    towards  the  Constabulary 
which  the  Orangemen  in  the  North  of  Ire- 
land have  adopted.    In  the  chief  Orange 
quarters  of  Belfast,  at  the  recent  riots, 
when  the  Constabulary  were   engaged 
in  quelling  the  disturbances  they  were 
assaulted,   shot  down,"  and  attacked  in 
every  conceivable  way  in  the  exercise  of 
their  duty.     We  have  no  wish  to  pursue 
the  same  course.    We  have  nothing  to 
say  against  the  force   collectively,  al- 
though, no  doubt,  it  is  composed,  like 
any  other  force,  of  bad  men  as  well  as 
good  men.      I  know  there  have  been 
numerous  cases  where  members  of  the 
Constabulary,  from  their  over- eagerness 
for  promotion,  or  from  some  other  cause, 
have  acted  in  a  barbarous  manner  to- 
wards the    people.      In   many   places 
where  the  police  have  come  into  contact 
with  the  people  of  Ireland  they  have 
used  violence  that  was  altogether  un- 
called for ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  be- 
lieve that  there  are  a  great  many  men  in 
the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  who  are 
fair-minded   men,    and    in    protesting 
against  the  system  I  protest  collectively 
against  the  force,  and  not  individually 
against  the  members  of  it.  I  have  spoken 
of  a  Eetum  I  should  like  to  see  laid  on 
the  Table  of  the  House,  showing  what 
the  CoDstabulary  have  done,  and  what 
this  sum   of  more  than  £1,300,000  is 
paid  for.     I  do  not  know  whether  it  is 
practicable  to  lay  such  a  Hetum  upon 
the  Table ;  but  there  is  one  thing  which 
the  Chief  Secretary,  when  he  rises  to 
reply,  may  tell  me.     Under  the  letter  F. 
I    find    a   sum  of  £3,000  charged   as 
extra  for  election  disturbances,  in  addi- 
tion to  a  sum  of  £29,000  for  transport. 
Now,  I  want  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  say  how  much  of  the  £29,000  is  spent 
every  year  in  Ireland  in  conveying  large 
forces  of  police  to  and  from  the  scenes 
where  unfortunate  tenants  are  being  cast 
out  on  the  road-side,  because  they  can- 
not pay  the  rents  demanded  from  them. 
Althougli  the  Government  have  carefully 
put  down  in  the  Estimates  a  sum  of  £3, 000 
for  election  disturbances,  I  do  not  find 

Wr*  William  Redm<md 


any  item  to  show  how  much  money  it 
has  cost  the  country  in  travelling  ex- 
penses for  the  police  in  connection  witli 
evictions  in  Ireland.    I  think  the  riffht 
hon.  Gentleman  should  give  that  inrar- 
mation.    It  would  go  far  to  prove  what 
I  stated  at  the  commencement  of  my  re- 
marks, that  the  Boyal  Irish  Oonetabu- 
lary  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  an 
Army  of  Occupation  in  Ireland,  and  that 
its  sole  duty  is  to  protect  the  landlords 
in  their  unjust  proceedings  against  the 
people.    I  sincerely  hope  that  the  day 
is  close  at  hand  when  it  will  be  nnne- 
cessary  to  apply  to  a  Committee  of  this 
House,  or  of  any  House,  to  ask  for  a 
Vote  so  large  as  £  1 ,  800,000  for  the  main- 
tenance of  an  Army  of  soldiers  in  Ire- 
land for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the 
landlords.  Let  us  have  an  adequate  force 
of  police  by  all  means.    We  shall  not 
protest  against  that;  but  we  are  pre- 
pared to  acquiesce  in  such  a  demand. 
But  let  us  not  be  asked,  under  the  name 
of  police,  to  vote  such  a  large  som  of 
money  for  an  Army  for  the  protection  of 
the  Irish  landlords.    I  protest  altog^her 
against  the  Constabulary  Institution  in 
Ireland.    I  believe  that  the  police  have 
very  little  genuine  work  to  do.    What 
they  do  is  in  the  interests  of  the  land- 
lords, and  is  detrimental  to  the  g^ood  of 
the  country ;  and  for  that  reason  I  ob- 
ject to  the  Vote,  and  I  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  say  whether  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government,  during  the 
coming  winter,  unreservedly  to  place  the 
police  in  the  hands  of  the  landlords? 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  North 
Armagh  (Colonel    Saunderson)    stated 
some  time  ago,  in  one  of  his  speeches, 
that  he  had  as  good  a  right  to  get  his 
rent  as  the  butcher  has  to  g^t  the  monej 
due  to  him  for  beef ;  but  would  the  Go- 
vernment place  at  the  disposal  of  the 
butcher,   or  of   any  other  person,  an 
armed  body  of  men  to  enforce  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debt  ?    What  we  ask  is  that 
the  landlords  shall  not  be  given  what  is 
not  given  to  any  other  debtor  in  the 
country — namely,  an  Army  of  men  to 
prosecute  his  claim  for  an  unjust  debt ; 
and  we  shall  be  thankful  to  the  right 
hon.   Gentleman   if  he  will  state  that 
it  is  the   intention   of   Her  Majestr's 
Government  not  to    allow    the  pohoe 
to  be   placed  at  the   disposal  of   the 
landlords    during   the   coming  winter. 
That  is  a  most  important  point.     The 
evictions  which  now  take  place  in  Ire* 
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land  are  strongly  deprecated  by  us ; 
and  I  do  not  suppose  that  there  is  any 
right  hon.  Gentleman  on  the  Front  Bench 
who  is  so  lost  to  all  the  instincts  of 
humanity  as  not,  also,  to  feel  regret  at 
their  frequency,  and  the  mode  in  which 
they  are  ceirried  out.  What  I  wish  them 
to  understand  is  that  the  number  of 
evictions  in  the  coming  winter  will  be 
largely  regulated  by  the  fact  whether 
they  give  facilities  for  carrying  out  wan- 
ton evictions  or  not.  If  the  landlords 
are  made  clearly  to  understand,  before 
the  winter  comes  on,  that  they  will  not 
be  allowed  to  order  the  Constabulary 
and  the  soldiers  about  here,  there,  and 
everywhere — that  they  will  not  have  the 
forces  of  the  Crown  unreservedly  at  their 
disposal,  but  that  they  will  only  be  em- 
ployed in  extreme  cases — if  the  Govern- 
ment make  that  clearly  understood  by  the 
landlords,  the  Government  may  depend 
upon  it  that  much  will  be  done  towards 
checking  evictions.  But  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  you  give  the  landlords  in  Ireland 
the  idea  that  whenever  and  wherever 
they  want  to  carry  out  an  eviction  they 
have  only  to  scribble  a  line  to  the  County 
Inspector  in  order  to  secure  the  services 
of  a  small  army  of  men  to  assist  them 
in  driving  the  people  out  of  their  homes 
these  cruel  evictions  will  continue.  If 
you  allow  the  landlords  to  retain  the  idea 
that  the  forces  of  the  Crown  will  still  be 
unreservedly  at  their  disposal  you  will 
simply  encourage  evictions.  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  the  name  of 
common  humanity,  and  on  behalf  of 
these  extremely  unfortunate  people,  for 
the  peace  not  only  of  Ireland,  but  of 
this  country  also,  to  state  in  his  reply 
that  the  landlords  of  Ireland  must  not 
expect  to  have  complete  power  over  the 
police  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out 
evictions.  I  make  this  appeal  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  most  earnestly  and 
most  sincerely,  because  I  know  very  well 
what  has  occurred  in  Ireland  in  the  past. 
I  know  the  distress  which  has  occurred 
through  placing  the  police  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  landlord  in  cases  where  the 
evictions  were  notoriously  unjust ;  and 
it  is  because  I  desire  to  see  all  these 
things  avoided  in  the  coming  winter 
that  I  beseech  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  say  something  now  which  will  have 
the  effect  of  moderating  the  action  of 
the  landlords,  and  showing  them  that 
they  can  no  longer  use  the  soldiers  of 
the  British  Crown  and  the  citizens  of 


Ireland  as  instruments  for  working  out 
their  wicked  will. 

Me.  cox  (Clare,  E.) :  Before  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  replies  there  is 
just  one  question  I  wish  to  put  to  him, 
and  that  is,  whether  he  will  take  into 
consideration  the  propriety  of  fulfilling 
a  promise  given  by  his  Predecessor,  that 
a  certain  police  hut  in  the  county  of 
Clare  should  be  removed  ?  The  hut  in 
question  was  erected  there  four  or  five 
years  ago,  and  there  are  four  policemen 
there  to  protect  four  acres  of  land — one 
policeman  for  each  acre.  What  business 
the  police  can  have  in  the  place  at  all  I 
fail  to  understand ;  and  I  can  assure  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  continu- 
ance of  the  police  in  that  hut  is  not  cal- 
culated to  get  rid  of  the  feeling  of  irri- 
tation which  exists  among  the  tenants 
against  their  landlord,  Mr.  O'Brien,  a 
brother  of  Mr.  Serjeant  O'Brien,  a  pro- 
minent gentleman  in  Irish  politics.  All 
I  ask  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  that 
he  should  fulfil  the  pledge  and  promise 
made  by  bis  Predecessor  in  the  last  Tory 
Government  to  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Tyrone  (Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny). 

Mr.  p.  O'BEIEN  (Monaghan,  N.) :  I 
would  also  press  upon  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  advisability  of  with- 
drawing the  extra  police  force  now  sta- 
tioned in  the  Northern  Division  of  Tip- 
perary.  As  far  back  as  1 874,  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  filled  the  same 
position  he  now  occupies,  evictions  were 
carried  out  with  great  cruelty  in  that 
part  of  the  county,  and  scenes  of 
disorder  were  of  frequent  occurrence. 
Happily  that  state  of  things  has  long 
passed  away,  and  an  entirely  different 
state  of  things  now  prevails.  I  may  add 
that  the  Grand  Jury  have  been  pressed, 
although  without  avail,  not  once,  but 
frequently,  to  bring  under  the  notice  of 
the  Government  the  great  abuse  which 
prevails  in  North  Tipperary  by  the  re- 
tention of  an  extra  police  force  which  is 
entirely  unnecessary.  I  trust  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  take  steps  to 
get  rid  of  the  grievance. 

Mb.  BIGGAR  (Cavan,  W.) :  I  wish 
to  say  a  word  in  favour  of  a  gentleman 
whose  case  has  been  recommended  to 
the  notice  of  the  Government  by  hon. 
Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House — 
namely,  District  Inspector  Tilly,  who  is 
now  stationed  in  the  county  of  Oavan. 
I  have  no  personal  acquaintance  with 
him ;  but  I  know  that,  by  some  meuis 
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or  other,  he  has  made  himself  extremely 
popular  with  all  classes.  I  have  received 
representations  from  many  of  my  con- 
Btituents,  and  hon.  Members  opposite 
have  also  spoken  in  his  favour.  I  be- 
lieve that  Mr.  Tilly  suffers  from  a  slight 
impediment  in  his  speech  ;  but  I  am  told 
that  if  he  were  promoted  to  the  office  of 
County  Inspector  it  would  be  of  much 
less  consequence  than  it  is  in  the  position 
which  he  now  occupies.  At  present  he 
has  to  drill  the  police  and  give  the  word 
of  command  to  them ;  and,  in  addition, 
he  has  to  appear  in  the  Petty  Sessions 
Court,  and,  in  his  official  capacity,  to 
address  the  magistrates.  If  he  were 
promoted  to  the  position  of  County  In- 
spector he  would  not  be  required  to 
speak  at  all,  but  would  carry  on  all  his 
business  in  writing.  Under  those  cir- 
cumstances, it  could  do  no  possible  harm 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  call 
the  attention  of  Mr.  Tilly's  superior 
officers  to  his  merits — somo  of  them 
having  already  given  him  a  high  cha- 
racter. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETAEY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
(Bristol,  W.) :  The  hon.  Member  for 
North  Fermanagh  (Mr.  W.  Eedmond) 
seems  to  think  that  the  Government,  in 
dealing  with  evictions  in  Ireland,  are  in 
the  habit  of  placing  the  Constabulary 
unreservedly  under  the  control  of  the 
landlords,  and  that  their  only  function 
in  that  country  is  to  protect  the  property 
of  the  landlords.  Nothing  can  be  fur- 
ther from  the  truth.  All  that  the  pre- 
sent or  any  other  Government  have  done 
in  the  matter  of  evictions  has  been,  as 
I  have  already  stated  to  the  House,  to 
afford  adequate  protection  to  the  Sheriffs 
officers,  when  engaged  in  carrying  the 
law  into  effect.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  cases  of  eviction  frequently  have 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  rela- 
tions between  landlords  and  tenants,  and 
may  be  due  to  debts,  owing  to  a  money- 
lender or  tradesman,  to  whom  reference 
has  been  made ;  but  if,  in  any  case,  the 
Sheriff  has  difficulties  imposed  in  his 
way,  he  is  entitled  to  protection  as  an 
officer  of  the  law  engaged  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  duty,  and  the  Constabulary 
Force  is  sent,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
evicting  the  tenants,  but  of  protecting 
the  Sheriff  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty 
which  the  law  imposes  upon  him. 
There  is  no  foundation  whatever  for  the 
supposition  that  the  Government  would 
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act  in  such  a  matter  with  nnfaimess  to- 
wards any  particular  class. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  EEDMOND :  WiU 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  allow  me  to 
make  it  perfectly  clear  what  it  was  that 
I  meant?  I  say  that  in  the  cases  of 
eviction  which  take  place  in  Ireland  it 
is  a  notorious  fact  that  the  Constabalaiy 
have  frequently  been  employed,  not 
merely  for  the  protection  of  Sheriffs' 
officers,  but  that  large  forces  of  consta- 
bles, altogether  beyond  the  necessities 
of  the  case,  have  been  employed  really 
for  the  purpose  of  intimidating  and  over- 
awing the  people,  and  driving  them  to 
desperation  and  despair. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH: 
If  that  has  been  done  in  any  case,  it 
must  have  been  done  by  the  Prede- 
cessors in  Office  of  the  GK>yemment. 
The  only  case  which  occurs  io  me  re- 
cently where  a  large  force  of  police  was 
employed  to  protect  the  Sheriff's  officers 
was  that  of  Woodford. 

Me.  WILLIAM  EEDMOND:  I  want 
an  assurance  from  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman that  the  Constabulary  will  not 
be  used  for  that  purpose  in  the  future. 

Sib  MICHAEL  HICKS  -  BEACH : 
Then  I  can  give  the  hon.  Member  no 
assurance  that  an  efficient  force  of  Con- 
stabulary will  not  be  always  sent  to 
protect  the  Sheriff  and  his  officers  in  the 
execution  of  their  duties.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  have  referred  to  various 
matters  connected  with  the  Irish  Con- 
stabulary, and  I  will  endeavour  to  deal 
with  them  as  well  as  I  can,  and  I  hope 
that  I  shall  omit  nothing.  If  I  do,  I 
trust  that  my  attention  will  be  called  to 
the  omission.  The  first  matter  that  has 
been  referred  to  by  several  hon.  Mem- 
bers is  the  charge  for  extra  police  in 
certain  counties  in  Ireland.  No  doubt, 
as  time  goes  on,  it  is  possible  that  the 
necessity  for  an  extra  police  force  may 
diminish  in  certain  counties  ;  and  in  that 
case  such  extra  police  force,  although 
very  much  required  when  they  were 
sent  down,  may  be  no  longer  required, 
and  ought  to  be  withdrawn.  Any  Go* 
vernment  is  bound  to  look  into  this  sub- 
ject at  frequent  intervals,  in  order  to 
see  whether  such  extra  police  foroe  is 
maintained  in  any  county  for  a  longer 
time  than  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
maintain  them.  The  force  of  extra 
police  in  the  county  of  Mayo  which  has 
been  referred  to  was  sent  there  some 
years  ago ;  I  do  not  know  the  droam- 
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stances  under  which  they  were  sent,  but 
in  that  and  in  many  other  cases  in 
which  extra  police  have  been  employed 
my  first  duty,  after  I  am  freed  from  the 
necessity  of  attending  in  my  place  in 
this  House,  will  be  to  examine  into  the 
circumstances  of  Mayo,  Westmeath, 
Waterford,  and  North  Tipperary,  which 
have  been  referred  to,  with  the  object 
of  withdrawing  the  extra  police  force 
from  those  districts  where  it  is  not 
necessary  to  maintain  it.  I  am  pretty 
certain  that  each  of  those  counties  have 
benefited  in  this  matter  by  the  alteration 
which  has  been  made  in  the  amount  of 
free  force  allocated  to  each  county  by 
the  Act  of  1885,  and  are  now  charged 
with  fewer  extra  men  than  they  were 
before.  It  does  not  follow  that  in  no 
case  is  it  possible  to  still  further  reduce 
the  extra  number  of  men  charged  ;  but 
it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  the  force 
charged  is  less,  in  each  case,  than  it  was 
two  or  three  years  ago.  At  the  same 
time  I  do  not  think  it  is  an  infallible  test 
of  the  condition  of  a  county  and  the  pos- 
sibility of  withdrawing  the  extra  police 
that  there  is  at  present  no  large  record 
of  crime  and  outrage.  In  those  cases 
where  a  large  extra  police  force  has 
been  maintained,  and  in  which  it  is 
alleged  that  but  few  outrages  have 
taken  place,  it  may  fairly  be  assumed 
that  the  presence  of  such  extra  force 
has,  in  a  large  degree,  tended  to  check 
outrages.  An  hon.  Member  has  re- 
ferred to  the  large  increase  in  the 
Vote  for  Pensions  to  the  Constabulary. 
That,  no  doubt,  is  a  very  formidable 
question.  The  expenditure  for  pen- 
sions in  1882-3  was,  I  find,  £239,000, 
and  it  has  sprung  up  in  the  Estimate  of 
the  present  year  to  £280,000.  I  am  not 
aware  that  there  has  been  any  large  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  men  who  have 
retired  ;  but  the  increase  in  the  amount 
of  expenditure  is  due  to  recent  legisla- 
tion in  favour  of  the  Constabulary,  and 
therefore  I  cannot  hold  out  any  hope  to 
the  Committee  that  this  item  of  expen- 
diture will  be  reduced.  The  increase 
under  the  head  of  ** transport"  is  due 
to  extra  travelling  expenses  occasioned 
by  two  Elections  having  been  held 
during  the  last  12  months,  and  to  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  transport  cars  for 
the  Constabulary,  owing  to  the  intimi- 
dation of  the  owners  of  such  cars,  and 
their  consequent  unwillingness  to  allow 
them  to  be  u^ed  for  Oonstabulary  pur- 


poses. The  last  12  months  may  be 
specially  regarded  as  a  year  of  Elections, 
and  I  hope  we  may  not  soon  have  such 
a  year  again.  No  doubt,  a  large  portion 
of  the  expenditure  has  been  incurred  in 
conveying  the  Oonstabulary  to  the  North 
of  Ireland,  where  Party  feeling  was  strong 
and  disturbances  were  apprehended. 
With  regard  to  the  increase  in  the  Esti- 
mates due  to  the  practice  of  affording 
special  protection  to  individuals  in  cer- 
tain cases,  that  is,  no  doubt,  a  very  ex- 
pensive matter.  The  number  of  men  so 
employed  is  considerable,  and  I  will  un- 
dertake to  make  very  careful  inquiries 
into  the  matter  with  the  view  of  guard- 
ing against  abuse.  As  the  hon.  Member 
for  West  Cork  (Mr.  Q-ilhooly)  has 
pointed  out,  there  is  temptation  in  such 
cases  for  those  to  whom  special  protec- 
tion is  afforded  to  make  a  profit  out  of 
the  circumstance.  I  will,  however,  have 
the  matter  carefully  sifted,  and  will  do 
my  best  to  secure  that  those  who  re- 
ceive protection  shall  not  be  able  to  put 
anything  in  their  pockets,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  shall  be  called  upon  to  make  a 
small  contribution  towards  the  cost.  At 
the  same  time,  however,  the  Government 
are  bound  to  protect  the  lives  of  persons 
who  are  in  danger.  The  hon.  Member 
for  East  Clare  (Mr.  Cox)  referred  to  the 
Constabulary  huts.  This  point  has  not 
been  specially  brought  under  my  notice  ; 
but,  no  doubt,  it  is  also  a  subject  which 
it  is  incumbent  upon  the  Government 
to  review  frequently,  and  I  will  under- 
take that  the  necessary  inquiries  shall 
be  made.  My  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Mid  Armagh  (Sir  James  Corry)  has 
asked  me  to  give  some  promise — ^I  do 
not  know  of  what  nature^with  regard 
to  the  consequences  likely  to  follow 
upon  the  evidence  which  may  be  given 
by  members  of  the  Constabulary  be- 
fore the  Belfast  Commission.  I  f^ould 
hope  that  the  members  of  the  Con- 
stabulary would  give  their  evidence  in 
this  important  inquiry  completely  and 
fully  ;  and  although  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  say  that  no  person  will  suffer  on 
account  of  that  inquiry,  yet  I  should  not 
wish  to  see  any  person  suffer  on  account 
of  evidence  given  by  himself  before  the 
Commission.  Several  hon.  Members 
have  referred  to  the  case  of  District 
Inspector  Tilly.  It  is  pleasant  to  find 
that  there  is  an  Irish  official  who  is 
approved  of  by  hon.  Members  behind 
me,  and  not  less  warmly  by  hon.  Hem- 
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bers  opposite,  and  whom  my  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend  the  Member  for  North 
Armagh  (Colonel  Saunderson)  and  the 
hon.   Member    for    West   Cavan   (Mr. 
Biggar)  cordially  unite  to  praise.     The 
only  allegation  against  Mr.  Tilly,  ap- 
pears to  be  that  he  suffers  under  some 
impediment  of  speech,  but  I  should  have 
thought  that  would  rather  enhance  his 
capacity  for  filling   some   posts  in  Ire- 
land.   Of  course,  there  maybe  positions 
in  which  a   Constabulary  officer  could 
not  do  his  duty  unless  he  was  able  to 
speak  rapidly  and  intelligently;  but  I 
am  told  that,  with  the  exception  of  this 
unfortunate  impediment  of  speech,  Mr. 
Tilly  is  an  excellent  officer.     I  do  not 
think  that  a  physical  defect  which  does 
not  prevent  an  officer  from  remaining  in 
the    force    should    interfere    with    his 
merited  promotion.     I  have  no  desire 
to  prejudice  the  case.     I  find  that  the 
decision  against  the  promotion  of  Dis- 
trict Inspector  Tilly  was  taken  by  the 
Government  of    Lord  Carnarvon,    and 
that  it  was  ratified  by  their  Successors. 
Therefore  I  can  only  say  that  I   will 
OEuref  uUy  keep  in  mind  all  that  has  been 
said  in  regard  to  the  good  qualities  of 
District  Inspector  Tilly ;  and  I  will  be 
glad  indeed  if  I  can,  consistently  with 
the  public  interest,  secure  his  promotion. 
With  regard  to  the  question  raised  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Mayo  (Mr. 
Deasy),  as  to  the  recent  appointment  of 
a  Constabulary  Medical  Officer  in   the 
district  of  Castlebar   and  the  passing 
over  of  the  Dispensary  Officer,  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  reason  given  by  the  In- 
spector General  of  Constabulary  which 
I  have   stated   in  answer  to   questions 
put  in  this  House,  is  quite  satisfactory. 
There  is  no  rule  requiring  the  Dispen- 
sary Surgeon  to  be  appointed,  and  the 
Executive,  in  the  exercise  of  their  dis- 
cretion,   appointed    the  person    whom 
they   considered   to    be    most  eligible. 
The    whole    matter    must    be    one    of 
choice,  and  that  choice  must  be  exer- 
cised in  reference  to  the  medical  quali- 
fications of  the  practitioner.      No  facts 
have    ever    been    brought    under    my 
notice  to  justify  the  assertion  of  the  hon. 
Member  that    Catholics   are   debarred 
from  obtaining  these  appointments.     I 
believe  that  there  are  in  Ii eland  quite 
as  many  Catholics  appointed  to  the  post 
of  Medical  Officer  to  the  Constabulary 
as  Protestants.     [Mr.  Deasy:    I   said 
**  Nationalists,"  not    "  Catholics. "J     I 
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was  rather  thinking  of  my  prerions  ex- 
perience in  Ireland ;  and  in  those  days 
the  present  Nationalist  Party  did  not 
exist.  I  can  only  repeat  that  the  desire 
of  the  Inspector  General  is  to  obtain  the 
services  of  the  best  medical  practitioner. 
I  have  been  asked  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Waterford  (Mr.  P.  J.  Power) 
whether  it  is  proposed  to  make  any 
change  in  the  working  of  the  ExplosiveB 
Act,  so  as  to  place  the  local  inspection  in 
the  hands  of  the  Constabulary.  For  my 
own  part,  it  would  Rive  me  much  pleasure 
to  see  the  duty  or  inspection  entrusted 
to  the  Constabulary.  The  late  Gk>¥em- 
ment  sent  out  a  Circular  on  the  subject 
to  the  Local  Authorities — the  magis- 
trates who  make  the  appointments.  I 
have  made  inquiry  as  to  the  result  of 
that  Circular.  I  should  be  glad  to 
further  the  appointment  of  the  Con- 
stabulary by  every  means  in  my  power ; 
but  in  Ireland,  as  in  England,  1  haTe 
no  power  to  interfere  with  the  discretion 
of  the  Local  Authorities,  who  are  per- 
fectly free  to  appoint  whom  they  choose. 
I  hope,  after  the  practical  discussion 
which  we  have  had,  the  Committee  may 
now  be  disposed  to  agree  to  the  Vote. 

Mr.   SHEEHY   (Galway,  8.):    The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says  that  the  duty 
of  the  police  at  evictions  has  been  con- 
fined   to    afibrding    protection    to   the 
Sheriff's  officers  in  the  execution  of  their 
duty.     I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
is  very  much  deceived,  and  that,  instead 
of  confining  themselves  to  that  duty, 
there  have  been  many  instances  in  which 
they  have  taken  upon  themselves  the 
duties  of  the  Sherifi'^s  officers,  and  haTe 
broken  in  doors  and  evicted  the  tenants. 
I  have  heard  of  one  case  where  the 
police  violently  ran  down  a  poor  woman, 
and  the    result  of  the   treatment    she 
received  was  that  she  was  confined  for 
some  time  to  her  bed.     It  is  not  the  fact 
that  they  confine  themselves  simply  to 
the  protection  of  ShorifiTs  officers  in  the 
performance  of  their  duties ;  and  I  want 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  give  a  pro- 
mise that  their  future  employment  at 
evictions  shall  be  really  confined  to  the 
protection  of  the  Sheriff's  officers,  and 
that    they  shall  not   become  Sheriffs 
officers  themselves. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS -BEACH: 
My  answer  to  that  question  is  to  ask 
what  happened  at  Woodford  ?  In  thai 
case  the  houses  were  regularly  garri* 
soned;    the  doors  and  windows  wave 
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built  up,  holes  were  made  in  the  roof, 
and  persons  were  stationed  at  them  to 
pour  boiling  water  upon  the  heads  of 
the  bailiffs,  who  were  assaulted  in  every 
way,  and  eeriouply  injured.  The  Con- 
stabulary only  did  their  duty  in  defend- 
ing them ;  and  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  persons  by  whom  the  bailiffs 
were  assaulted  were  not  only  the  occupy- 
ing tenants,  but  persons  who  had  been 
brought  in  to  garrison  the  houses,  and 
do  their  best  to  hinder  the  ofEcers  in  the 
execution  of  their  duty. 

Mr.  SHEEHY:  How  about  the 
woman  who  was  injured,  and  confined 
to  her  bed  ? 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH :  I 
never  heard  of  that  case  before. 

Mr.  SHEEHY:  Attention  has  been 
called  to  it  on  more  than  one  occasion. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  that  the 
amount  of  the  Estimate  is  large  this 
year  in  consequence  of  the  employment 
of  the  police  at  elections,  and  I  presume 
tliatit  will  be  large  also  in  the  next  Es- 
timate from  the  same  cause;  because  I 
am  afraid  that  unless  something  is  done  to 
prevent  them  evictions  will  continue  to  be 
carried  out  on  the  same  costly  scale  as 
hitherto  to  the  British  taxpayer.  At  the 
Galway  eviction  referred  to  there  were 
something  like  1,000  men  collected  for 
a  week  ;  and  in  the  end  six  poor  farmers 
were  evicted  at  a  cost  to  the  Crown  of 
something  like  £6,000.  If,  during  the 
winter,  evictions  throughout  Ireland  are 
to  be  carried  out  on  the  same  costly 
scale,  costing  £1,000  for  every  poor 
person  evicted,  I  think  the  British  tax- 
payer will  have  an  ugly  bill  furnished 
to  him  by  the  innocent  Tory  Government 
now  in  power — a  Government  elected 
mainly  for  the  purpose  of  saving  the 
pockets  of  the  taxpayer.  Economy  was 
made  one  of  the  points  of  the  Election, 
and  this  is  a  method  by  which  it  is  pro- 
posed that  a  saving  shall  be  effected. 
There  is  another  point  to  which  I  wish 
to  draw  the  particular  attention  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman ;  and  that  is  the 
manner  in  which  the  bailiffs,  evicting 
agents,  and  evicting  landlords  contrive 
to  draw  a  profit  out  of  the  police  protec- 
tion afforded.  I  am  myself  acquainted 
with  a  gentleman  who  has  a  large  estab- 
lishment of  cars,  not  merely  for  his  own 
use  and  for  the  conveyance  of  his  bailiffs 
when  engaged  in  the  business  of  evic- 
tion, but  for  the  conveyance  of  the  police ; 
and  I  believe  that  instructions  have  been 


given  to  the  Inspector  of  Constabulary 
to  employ  the  cars  of  this  agent  on  every 
possible  occasion,  and  especially,  of 
course,  when  the  work  in  hand  is  evic- 
tion. The  result  is  that  this  gentleman 
will  try  to  carry  on  the  campaign  as 
actively  as  he  can,  and  he  will  drive  the 
police  over  the  country  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, in  order  that  he  may  do  a  roaring 
trade.  Having  called  the  attention  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  the  case,  it 
is  only  right  that  I  should  give  the 
name.  The  gentleman  who  has  a  re- 
gular establishment  for  this  purpose  is 
Mr.  Hargreave,  of  Thurles. 

Mr.  BIQGAB  :  I  should  like  to  say 
one  word  in  regard  to  the  appeal  which 
has  been  made  by  my  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  North  Mayo  (Mr.  Crilly)  in 
reference  to  the  employment  of  the  police 
in  the  execution  of  decrees  for  the  re- 
covery of  debt  by  tradesmen.     No  doubt 
he  is  perfectly  right  in  theory,  that  the 
two  cases  are  the  same ;  but  in  practice 
they  are  entirely  different.   What  occurs 
in  the  case  of  the  recovery  of  a  small 
debt  is  this — the  Sheriff  sends   one  or 
two  of  his  bailiffs  to  levy  the  decree,  and 
in  a  considerable  number  of  cases  the 
bailiffs  act  in  collusion  with  the  debtor, 
and  receive  a  small  bribe  from  him,  to 
induce  them  to  declare  that  there  are  no 
goods   upon  which  the   decree  can   be 
levied.     That  is  a  very  common  state  of 
things;    and  even  if  the  creditor  suc- 
ceeds ultimately  in  recovering  his  money 
it  is  handed  over  to  the  Sub-Sheriff,  and 
the  unfortunate  creditor  has  as   much 
trouble  to  get  it  from  the  Sub-Sheriff  as 
he  has  from  the  ordinary  debtor.     That 
is  the  original  mode  by  which  debts  are 
collected  in  Ireland ;  but  if  the  landlord 
desires  to  evict  a  tenant  the  case  is  very 
different,  and  for  this  reason — the  Sub- 
Sheriff  is  an  employ^  of  the  High  Sheriff, 
and  as  the  latter  is  one  of  the  landlord 
party  he   gives  the    assistance   of  the 
police  to  the  landlord  to  carry  out  any 
business  the  landlord  may  have  in  hand. 
So  far  as  the  recovery  of  small  debts  in 
Ireland  is  concerned,  I  can  assure  the 
House  that  I  have  had  very  painful  ex- 
perience of  not  being  able  to  get  the 
amount  of  a  debt  after  I  had  obtained  a 
decree  against  a  debtor.     The  collusion 
which  exists  between  the  debtor  and  the 
Sub- Sheriff  renders  it  practically  impos- 
sible to  recover  the  money  at  all.  Unless 
the  creditor  is  a  person  in  the  favour  of 
the  Sub-Sheriff  his  task  is  a  hopeless  one. 
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The  landlords,  however,  are  in  a  very 
different  position  ;  they  are  hand  and 
glove  with  the  High  Sheriff,  who  takes 
good  care  that  they  are  backed  up  by  the 
Constabulary  in  enforcing  evictions. 

Mb.  DEASY  :  The  expectation  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  debate 
upon  this  Vote  will  be  a  short  one  will 
certainly  be  realized  so  far  as  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen who  sit  on  these  Benches  are 
concerned.  We  have  no  desire  whatever 
to  prolong  it.  I  have  only  risen  now  to 
call  attention  to  an  error  which  he  has 
made  as  to  the  number  of  men  employed 
in  carrying  out  evictions.  Since  the 
commencement  of  the  Sitting  in  this  Par- 
liament there  were,  in  several  instances, 
more  than  100  men  employed  in  evicting 
tenants  in  the  county  of  Mayo  and  other 
counties,  and  the  only  people  who  have 
not  received  protection  are  those  unfor- 
tunate persons  who  have  suffered  at  the 
hands  of  the  police.  In  a  case  which 
occurred  recently  at  Castlebar,  in  the 
county  of  Mayo,  more  than  100  police- 
men were  employed  to  carry  out  evic- 
tions, and  they  made  a  savage  attack 
upon  defenceless  people,  and  the  Medical 
Officers  of  the  district  had  to  attend  both 
women  and  children  who  had  suffered 
from  ill-usage  at  the  hands  of  the  police. 
In  order  that  something  may  be  done  to 
prevent  similar  occurrences  in  the  future, 
I  would  ask  the  right  hou.  Gentleman 
and  the  Government  to  put  a  stop  to 
evictions,  or,  at  any  rate,  take  steps  to 
prevent  brutal  assaults  being  made  by 
the  police  upon  women  and  children. 
I  entirely  dissent  from  the  opinion  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  expressed  in 
regard  to  the  non- appointment  of  Dr. 
Jordan  as  Medical  Officer  to  the  Con- 
stabulary at  the  Castlebar  Police  Bar- 
racks. I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  a 
controversy  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man upon  the  matter,  because  he  cannot 
bo  expected  to  be  acquainted  with  it  now; 
but  unless  it  is  set  right  between  this 
and  next  l^i^o.'ssiou  I  shall  certainly  avail 
m^'sclf  of  every  opportunity  of  bringing 
this  and  kindred  subjects  under  the 
notice  of  the  House.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  spoke  of  the  grievance  as 
a  Catholic  one,  and  when  I  informed 
him  that  it  was  a  Nationalist  grievance, 
and  not  a  Catholic  one,  he  replied  that 
Nationalists  were  unknown  when  he 
last  filled  the  Office  of  Chief  Secretary. 
No  doubt;  but  I  can  assure  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  that  we  have  madecon- 

Mr,  Bitjgar 


siderable  advances  in  Ireland  since  he 
occupied  the  position  of  Chief  Secretaiy 
some  years  ago.  Keligious  differences 
are  not  so  strongly  marked  as  they  were 
formerly,  and  so  far  as  I  am  personally 
concerned  I  have  never  regarded  a  man^ 
religion  as  a  bsur  to  his  preferment. 
No  matter  what  may  have  been  the  case 
in  the  past,  the  people  of  Ireland  nowa- 
days never  take  into  account  what  a 
man's  religion  is.  The  only  thing  we 
inquire  is,  whether  a  man  is  a  Nationalist 
or  not ;  and  I  maintain  that  Dr.  Jordan 
was  not  appointed  to  the  position  i»f 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Constabulair  at 
Castlebar  simply  because  his  politics 
were  not  looked  upon  with  favour  by  the 
Police  Authorities  at  Dublin  Castle. 
There  is  one  other  matter  upon  which  I 
do  not  expect  to  get  an  answer,  because 
I  know  that  it  has  not  been  under  the 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
before.  I  will,  however,  furnish  him 
with  full  particulars  of  the  case,  so  that 
he  may  consider  it  between  this  and  the 
re-assembling  of  Parliament.  I  am 
afraid  he  has  had  no  personal  know- 
ledge of  it  until  this  moment.  I  refer 
to  the  appointments  of  Medical  Officers 
to  the  Constabulary  in  the  city  of  Cork. 
Some  years  ago  the  position  of  Con- 
stabulary Medical  Officer  in  that  city 
became  vacant  owing  to  a  death,  and 
Dr.  O'Callaghan  got  the  appointment ; 
but  Inspector  Barry,  who  was  in  charge 
of  the  division,  recommended  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  second  medical  gentle- 
man, and  the  division  of  the  city  into 
two  parts.  This  recommendation  was 
adopted,  and  Dr.  Curtis  was  appointed. 
The  two  medical  men  agreed  that  the 
salaries  and  emoluments  should  be 
equally  divided  between  them,  and  this 
arrangement  was  actually  carried  out  for 
a  month.  Inspector  Barry  then  suggested 
that  Dr.  O'Callaghan,  who  lived  m  the 
southern  part  of  the  city,  should  take 
charge  of  the  north  district,  while  Dr. 
Curtis,  who  lived  in  the  north,  should 
take  charge  of  the  south.  Anything 
more  absurd  I  cannot  conceive.  The 
more  reasonable  course  would  hare  been 
to  have  allowed  Dr.  O'Callaghan  to  take 
charge  of  the  district  in  which  he  re- 
sided, and  Dr.  Curtis  to  have  charge  of 
the  other ;  but  the  Inspector  had  hia 
own  reasons  for  the  suggestion,  seeing 
that  the  emoluments  of  Dr.  Curtis  would 
be  about  £240  a-year,  while  those  of 
Dr.  O'Callaghan  would  not  amount  to 
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more  than  £85  or  £90.  In  addition  to 
that  fact,  the  extra  police  who  went  to  the 
Cork  Assizes  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
evidence,  &c.,  were  stationed  in  the  south 
district,  and  the  fees  and  emoluments 
Dr.  Curtis  would  receive  from  attending 
them  would  raise  his  salary  to  £300 
a-year,  whereas  Dr.  O^Callaghan  would 
not  get  a  single  shilling  for  the  quarter- 
ing of  any  extra  constables  in  his  dis- 
trict. I  wish  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman whether,  if  he  is  furnished  vrith 
full  particulars,  he  will  take  them  into 
consideration,  so  that  Dr.  O'Callaghan 
shall  not  be  placed  in  an  inferior  posi- 
tion to  Dr.  Curtis  ?  I  may  add  that  Dr. 
O'Callaghan  has  been  for  40  years  in 
practice,  and  is  recognized  as  a  most 
able  and  efficient  Medical  Officer. 

Mr.  HARRIS  (Galway,  E.) :  In  a 
former  debate  I  alluded  to  some  local 
matters  in  connection  with  the  employ- 
ment of  the  police,  and  I  propose  now  to 
allude  to  some  further  local  questions  in 
connection  with  tiie  same  subject.  I  hope 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  not, 
as  he  did  on  a  former  occasion,  censure 
my  conduct  in  alluding  to  local  matters, 
because  I  can  assure  him  that,  although 
they  may  be  of  very  little  importance  to 
him,  they  are  of  the  highest  interest  to 
my  constituents.  The  condition  of  the 
poor  in  Ballinasloe  is  a  matter  of  vital 
importance  to  my  constituents,  because 
it  is  by  the  poorer  class  of  the  con- 
stituency that  I  have  been  sent  here. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  may  not  be 
aware,  in  reference  to  the  police  force 
in  Ballinasloe  and  the  neighbourhood, 
that  if  you  take  a  circle  of  six  miles 
round  the  town  you  will  find  no  less 
than  1 1  police  barracks  included  within 
tliat  circle.  In  one  direction — towards 
Shannonbridgo — including  the  Ballina- 
sloe and  Shannonbridge  Barracks,  there 
are  four  police  barracks.  What  I  wish  to 
call  the  particular  attention  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  is  the  fact  that,  in 
addition,  there  has  now  been  a  temporary 
police  barracks  erected  for  the  protec- 
tion of  Mr.  St.  George,  a  law  agent, 
who  was  intimately  connected  with 
the  Woodford  evictions.  I  am  pleased 
to  hear  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
proposes  to  place  a  portion  of  the  ex- 
pense incurred  in  giving  police  pro- 
tection upon  the  persons  who  ask  for 
such  protection.  This  Mr.  St.  George 
receives  a  large  amount  of  business  as  a 
law  agent  mainly  on  aooount   of  the 


severity  with  which  he  is  in  the  habit 
of  treating  the  tenants ;  and  if  he  de- 
mands police  protection  it  is  most  de- 
sirable that  he  should  devote  a  portion 
of  his  ill-gotten  gains  to  the  payment  of 
it.  His  residence  is  situated  little  more 
than  half-a-mile  from  the  Ballinasloe 
Police  Barracks.  Ballinasloe  Barracks 
are  the  head- quarters  of  the  County 
Inspector ;  there  is  a  considerable  force 
of  police  stationed  there ;  and  it  does 
seem  absurd  that,  with  another  police 
barracks  on  the  other  side  of  him,  Mr. 
St.  George  should  require  the  protection 
of  a  temporary  barracks.  The  result  of 
the  arrangement,  however,  is  that  Mr. 
St.  George  gets  all  the  advantage  of  a 
police  force  of  his  own.  It  is  a  strange 
thing  that  any  landlord  can  have  a  police 
barracks  erected  near  to  his  own  house; 
and  I  would  suggest  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that,  above  all  things,  it  is 
necessary  in  Ireland  that  the  men  ap- 
pointed to  control  the  Constabulary 
should  be  men  entirely  free  from  land- 
lord influence  and  prejudice.  The  land- 
lord, no  doubt,  is  a  strong  man;  he  may 
be  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county, 
and  where  that  is  the  case  the  police 
are  altogether  in  his  hands ;  and  if  a 
man  receives  the  enmity  of  these  gentle- 
men, as  I  do,  because  I  have  denounced 
the  action  of  most  of  them  in  the  county 
of  Galway,  he  is  soon  made  to  feel  it. 
Of  course,  I  expected  their  hostility, 
and  I  have  not  been  disappointed  in  my 
expectations.  I  have  not,  however,  acted 
from  any  vindictive  motive,  but  simply 
by  a  desire  to  promote  the  public  in- 
terests. But  what  did  these  men  do  ? 
They  gave  **  the  tip  "  to  the  sergeant  of 
police  or  Sub-Inspector,  and  the  conse- 
quence is  that  whenever  I  show  myself  I 
have  two  men  on  my  track.  [A  laugh.'] 
Hon.  Members  may  laugh ;  but  I  can 
assure  them  that  I  haye  had  two  police- 
men constantly  following  me  for  two 
years.  It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  in 
Ireland  the  road  to  promotion  for  the 
police  is  not  by  doing  their  dutypro- 

Eerly,  as  men  ought  to  do  ;  it  is  simply 
y  acting  strongly,  energetically,  and 
very  often  criminally,  against  the  people. 
I  have  known  policemen  who  were  re- 
primanded by  the  Judges  themselves, 
and  yet,  notwithstanding  that,  they 
were  promoted ;  and  it  may  be  said  that 
a  policeman  is  sure  of  promotion  in  Ire- 
land if  he  acts  against  the  law.  This  is 
not  a  proper  system  for  the  police  them- 
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selyes,  and  I  am  only  snrprised  that  the 
men  are  as  good  as  they  are.  The  police 
are  exposed  to  temptations  which  might 
be  supposed  to  have  a  demoralizing 
effect  upon  them ;  they  are  well  clothed, 
well-found,  and  with  money  in  their 
pockets;  but  I  am  bound  to  say  I  do 
not  think  these  things  have  had  that 
effect  upon  them.  They  are  a  well-con- 
ducted body  of  men  ;  and  if  they  were 
taken  away  from  the  evil  influences  by 
which  they  are  now  surrounded,  they 
might  become  better  and  more  efficient 
than  they  now  are.  With  regard  to  the 
increase  of  the  police,  I  would  also  bring 
this  matter  under  the  notice  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  have  pleasure  in 
appealing  to  him  on  this  subject,  because 
he  is  always  ready  to  give  his  best  at- 
tention to  representations  put  forward 
by  hon.  Members  on  these  Benches.  I 
wish  to  point  out  that  the  decrease  of 
crime  in  Ireland  is  more  apparent  than 
real.  Before  the  Land  League  was  es- 
tablished in  1878  ag^rian  crime  had 
begun  to  manifest  itself  in  the  county 
of  Cork,  and  it  went  on  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  there  was  a  tax  of  10«.  in  the 
pound  put  upon  the  people  for  extra 
police.  I  went  to  the  first  meeting  ever 
held  in  connection  with  the  Land 
League,  and  there  was  a  police  hut 
upon  the  road  then.  I  say  that  it  is  a 
mistake  to  suppose  that  agrarian  crime 
arises  from  political  causes.  I  believe 
that  investigation  would  show  that  it 
arises  entirely  on  agrarian  grounds.  At 
the  time  I  speak  of  the  Land  League 
was  not  in  existence,  and  yet  the  people 
of  Cork  had  to  pay  10<.  in  the  pound  as 
a  tax  for  the  extra  police.  After  that 
agrarian  crime  travelled  over  the  county ; 
it  permeated  the  agricultural  classes;  the 
police  were  increased  in  such  quantity 
until  there  were  150  policemen  in  the 
town,  and  agrarian  crime  reached  a 
higher  point  then  than  it  has  ever 
reached  since.  These  are  very  im- 
portant matters  for  consideration  when 
you  are  trying  to  preserve  peace  and 
harmony  in  Ireland ;  and  I  say  that  at 
the  head  of  the  police  throughout  Ire- 
land there  should  be  an  impartial,  fair- 
minded,  and  good  man,  having  no  favour 
or  bias  towards  one  person  or  another. 
The  subject  is  one  on  which  very  much 
might  be  said  ;  but  as  there  is  a  disin- 
clination on  these  Benches  to  protract 
the  discussion  I  shall  not  now  trouble 
the  Committee  with  any  more  remarks. 

16*.  Marru 


Mb.  W.  ABRAHAM  (Limerick,  W.): 
We  all  know  that  during  the  coming 
winter  the  Irish  Representatives,  when 
they  return  to  their  country  and  con- 
stituencies, will  have  before  them  a  Tety 
serious  task.     While  Grentlemen  who  sit 
on  other  Benches  in  this  House  will  be 
able  to  return  to  their  various  employ- 
ments, we  shall  have  to  go  to  Ireland, 
to  stand  by  our  people,  and  advise  them 
as  much  as  possible  to  keep  within  legal 
bounds,  and  endeavour  to  meet  what  we 
believe  to  bo  the  pressure  of  the  coming 
winter  in  a  proper  manner.    That  being 
so,    great  care    should  be  had  by  the 
Police  Authorities  not  to  interfere  with 
our  people,  who,  within  the  limits  of  the 
Irish  National  League,  should  be  allowed 
to  take  counsel  together  and  form  their 
plans  for  the  future.    I  have  reoeiTcd  a 
letter  from   the   Secretaiy  of   a  local 
branch  of  the  National  League,  to  say 
that  at  one   of  their  meetings  in  the 
neighbourhood  there  were  three  police- 
men armed  with  rifles,  and  that  police- 
men were  engaged  in  taking  down  the 
names  of  the  members  who  attended  the 
meeting.    Now,  I  can  inform  the  Com- 
mittee that  if  that  course  is  to  be  pur- 
sued, and  if  tho  people  get  it  into  their 
heads  that  they  are  to  be  prevented  by 
the  police  from  meeting  in  a  leg^  way, 
there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  they  will 
enter  into  those   illeg^    organizations 
which  we,  the   Irish    Representatives, 
have  no  power  to  prevent.     I  trust,  now 
that  I   have  called   attention    to    this 
matter,  that  the  Police  Anthoritiee  will 
instruct  their  Inspectors  thronghout  Ire- 
land that  the  people  are  not  to  be  in- 
timidated or  prevented  from  meeting  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  counsel  nnder  the 
National  League  with  the  view  of  meet- 
ing the  difficulties   which  are  coming 
upon  them  during  the  winter.     In  the 
years  1881  and  1882  there  were  private 
Circulars  issued  to  the  Constabulary,  in- 
structing them  how  they  were  to  deal 
with  the  matter  of  the  detection  of  crime. 
I  trust  there  will  be  no  attempt  made  to 
introduce  again  into  the  Irish  Constabu- 
lary a  system   of   police   espionage,  a 
system  which  would  be  disg^racefal  to 
any  despotism  in  Europe.     Perhaps  I 
may  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  the  nature  of  some  of  the  Ciicnlars 
which    have    been    issued   during  the 
White  Terror  of  1881  and  1882.  In  that 
period  Circulars  were  issued  to  the  Irish 
Uonstabulaiy  to  this  effect — ^that  ovetj 
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Sundard  V.  it  ia  ontin^lv  froo  of  tho 
•chool  h>>An],  and  nil  tliat  tho  b<>urd 
oiQ  iuAifit  on  is  fir.Minunodation  for  tin* 
time  diirin{^  whirh  tbo  child  may  roaMin- 
aMjt  Ih*  in  M  htMil.  and  for  th«*  timo  thv 
•chool  board  could  equip  him  and  K«'nd 
him  out  of  m'h(M>l.  Vou  will  find  tho 
Mime  Aort  of  fallacy  h«To  am  vou  have 
fallen  into  before — namely,  that  harinf^ 
eompul»ory  p<>wer8  with  regard  to  chil- 
dren Imt  ween  theatres  of  five  and  13  yearn, 
you  aMume  thn^  every  child  betwe«»n 
thone  ag«*ti  muAt  be  in  schmd.  One  of  tlie 
fallarien  of  the  Scotch  Education  I>o- 
partment  i^  that  they  imagine  that  the 
number  c»f  children  on  the  ndl  id  evi- 
dence of  ^n*at  e<lucatioual  work,  wherean 
that  may  be  evidence  of  ne^l«>ct  of  work 
— H>f  tho  ^hi)  »1  )>oard  keeping  children 
longer  at  fK*h(>ol  than  they  ought  to  do. 
What  has  b«*en  the  n»sult  as  regard 
the  diffen»nt  M*hooln  in  8<*  »tland  ?  We 
find  that  whiUt  in  1H72  half  tho  schools 
were  State-aided,  in  1885  we  find  that 
fire-aeveDths  of  the  whole  number  of 
•chools  in  Scotland  are  under  school 
board  management,  and  one  seventh 
under  other  management,  as  State-aided 
•cho«ds.  There  is  onl  v  one-seventh  of  the 
vhole  population  of  Scotland  who  belong 
to  the  upp«>r  class  who  do  not  send  their 
children  to  these  schools  ;  f>o  that,  prac- 
tically, siiscvenths  of  the  whole  educa- 
tion of  S«*ot  land  is  under  the  thumb  of 
the  Education  l)«»partinent.  Woll,  Sir, 
what  is  the  result  of  all  this?  You 
simply  deprive  S<*otland  of  one  of  the 
mt'St  im|>crtant  advantagt*^ — that  is  to 
say,  theadvantagoofprivatecHmipetition. 
We  are  told  thai  in  Ulasgnw  only  7  per 
oent  of  thosv  on  tho  roll  are  under  sii 
years  of  ag*\  while  the  percmtagi*  of 
chiUiren  in  S otland  under  six  y«ars  of 
age  is  U ;  and  whm  you  come  to  Eng- 
land you  will  fiu«l  that  the  proportion  is 
Xmt^t,  It  is  said  in  (t lasgow  that  Sc«>tch 
|Nirenta  have  a  prtjudici*  against  sending 
their  childr«*u  early  ti  scho  d  ;  but  that  is 
no  answer —f(»r  this  reason,  because  we 
find  in  l»74  that,  under  the  old  Code, 
16*64  per  cent  of  the  children  on  the  roll 
were  under  six  years  of  age.  And  then 
there  are  the  Homan  Catholic  schools  in 
Glaa^w ;  they  have  prr>bably  the  worst 
part  of  the  population  to  deal  with,  and 
jet  we  find  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
•choob  in  Glasgow  have  H'7  per  cent 
OA  the  roll  under  six  veara  ox  age,  or 
double  the  percentage  that  there  is  on 
tho  booka  of  the  Olaagow  Sohool  Bouid. 


The  answer  will  be — **0h,  but  then  tho 
Homan  Cathtdicn  take  nn  interest  in  tho 
chiMren.  and  in  the  w«»rkinf^  up  of  their 
sch'Mtls.'*  Exactlvst;  but  th«*n  that  is 
the  best  evidence  we  can  havo  that  pri- 
vate schiKds  ought  tt»  bo  (Micourage<l.  be- 
cause thev  iiitnxhK'o  some  additional 
and  special  int»T«'?»t  in  the  chlMren  cu 
tho  part  of  tho  si'liool  managi»menr. 
Again,  it  will  be  s.iid,  perhaps,  that, 
having  ostnblif^hed  public  schools  in  Scf>t- 
land.  we  shall  be  burdening  the  ra?es  by 
allowing  tho  establishment  of  private 
scho(di.  N(»w,  that  is  a  very  great 
fallacy.  It  has  been  f<iund,  where  pri- 
vate schocds  have  bt»on  started  and  the 
work  t)f  tho  b  >ard  s<*h<Kds  rendermi  l«»sa, 
that  the  managers  have  been  able  propor- 
tionately to  reduce  the  staff  in  tho  boanl 
schmds,  so  that,  with  reduced  numbers, 
they  have  boon  conducted  at  less  expense 
than  before  tho  private  schools  were 
established.  As  a  matter  of  fait,  the 
private  schoids  are  the  cause  of  a  saving 
of  the  rates,  and  this  is  noticeable  par- 
ticularly in  the  case  of  I^ncashire, 
where  the  average  school  attendance  is 
10,000  above  the  attendance  in  all  Scot- 
land; and  where,  in  L*ancashire,  owing 
to  tho  greater  prevalence  of  private 
schools,  tho  amount  paid  by  the  rating 
authorities  is  oulv  £127,366,  as  against 
£443,684  for  all  Scotland.  Take  the 
case  of  Glasgow,  where  there  are 
14,000  children  in  the  noman  Ca- 
tholic sch<Mds,  the  existence  of  thoM* 
S4'h<M>U  saves  £l(>,00()  per  annum  to 
tho  ratepayors  of  Glasg«>w  ;  l»ecauio 
if  you  (>hut  up  tho  Koman  (^atholic 
scdi'xds  you  would  have  to  saddh*  tho 
rat<^»  with  tho  amount.  N«)w,  b't  us 
look  at  the  educational  results,  having 
s|>ok*'n  about  th»«  expensi»  of  tho  system. 
I  would  not  attempt  a  compari>«(m  be- 
tween tho  present  system  and  the  old 
systom  of  Scotland,  or  say  which  is  best ; 
but  I  think  I  am  entitle*!  to  say  that  I 
will  p-^int  out  tho  defect  of  your  sihool 
bi  ari  system,  without  r«*ference  to  the 
queetiou  of  the  balance  between  the  two 
systems.  I  want  to  point  out  defect* 
which  you  ought  to  bo  able  to  n*medj. 
Now.  the  school  lK>ard  system  is  baaod 
on  a  fallacious  principle.  It  aims  at 
uniformity  —  it  ezpecta  e<iual  reaulta 
from  all  children  of  the  aame  age,  no 
matter  what  difiTerence  there  may  be  in 
the  feeding,  clothing,  or  housing  of  the 
children.  You  buTO  to  make  your  acbool 
ttMidard  ao  low  aa  not  to  bear  harahlj 
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legitimate  purpose  of  protection.  I  men- 
tioned a  case  the  other  day  where  two 
heifers  were  missed  from  a  certain  farm 
in  charge  of  the  police,  who  really  act 
as  caretakers  in  Ireland.  It  was  re- 
ported as  an  outrage.  These  heifers 
were  missed ,  it  is  true ;  but  where  were 
they  found  ?  They  were  found  in  the 
custody  of  the  police  and  the  bailiffs — 
and  the  police  were  protecting  this 
stolen  property.  These  are  matters 
which  I  say  should  be  inquired  into, 
for  it  is  preposterous  that  the  police 
should  be  used  for  such  purposes  as  I 
have  described.  I  shall  not  dwell  upon 
this  subject  longer.  I  feel  that  in  dealing 
with  it,  and  in  trying  to  prove  that  there 
IS  no  need  of  such  an  abnormal  force  in 
the  county,  I  am  handicapped  by  the 
state  of  a  particular  portion  of  the 
county ;  but  there  is  an  immense  num- 
ber of  police  in  the  county,  most  of 
whom  are  simply  engaged  in  taking  care 
of  farms,  and  for  whom  we  have  had  to 
pay  for  the  last  six  or  seven  years. 

Mr.  J.  NOLAN  (Louth,  N.):  I  wish 
to  allude  to  a  case  which  occurred  in  my 
county,  of  the  forcible  entrance  of  a 
chapel  by  the  police  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. I  fully  recognize  the  fact  that 
matters  like  this  are  hardly  such  as 
should  be  brought  before  the  Committee ; 
but  that  points  to  the  fact  that  the 
sooner  the  Irish  people  get  the  control 
of  their  own  affairs  the  better  it  will  be 
for  Ireland  and  for  the  dignity  of  this 
Imperial  Aesembly.  I  want  to  show, 
however,  that  the  action  of  the  police  in 
my  county  might  possibly  have  led  to  a 
very  serious  riot.  The  peasantry  there 
are  not  very  excitable ;  but  when  their 
feelings  are  outraged  they  are  not 
easily  quieted.  If  anything  would  ex- 
cite them,  it  would  be  the  violation  of 
their  places  of  worship.  I  feel  with  my 
hon.  Friends  around  me  that  this  debate 
has  gone  on  long  enough,  otherwise  I 
should  like  to  direct  further  attention  to 
the  Constabulary  Force  in  Ireland,  and 
to  show  how  absurd  it  is  to  suppose  that 
the  people  of  Ireland  could  ever  be 
satisfied  with  such  a  system  as  the 
present.  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  be- 
lieve that  the  people  in  this  country 
would  not  submit  to  such  a  system  for 
six  months  ;  and  certainly,  if  the  people 
of  Ireland  had  the  control  of  their  own 
affairs,  one  of  the  first  things  they  would 
do  would  be  to  effect  a  sweeping  reform 
in  the  Constabulary  Force.     [ZovyA^.  j 

Mr.  E.  Jlarrington 


Hon.  G-entlemen  opposite  laugh  ftt  this. 
In  this  country,  when  a  murder  is  oom- 
mitted,  the  Local  Authorities  oommuni* 
cate  with  the  Home  Secretary,  and  some 
experienced  officers  are  sent  down  to  in- 
vestigate the  case  and  endeavour  to 
collect  evidence.  But  what  takes  place 
in  Ireland  ?  A  whole  body  of  police  are 
sent  down  to  the  locality.  I  remember 
that  in  my  native  place  a  gentleman  was 
murdered ;  the  authorities  at  Dablin 
Castle  were  communicated  with,  and  they 
sent  down  a  large  force  of  police  to 
patrol  the  district.  No  one  can  say 
anything  against  these  police  as  men. 
They  are  fine  specimens  of  humanity, 
strong,  broad-shouldered,  deep-chested, 
sinewy  fellows;  but  let  the  Committee 
imagine  the  absurdity  of  these  men 
sneaking  up  and  down  the  country  roads 
at  night  during  a  period  of  six  months. 
While  the  authorities  were  doing  their 
very  best  to  hang  innocent  men  who  had 
a  very  narrow  escape  the  police  were 
patrolling  the  district.  I  hope  the  time 
may  come  when  it  may  not  be  necessary 
to  introduce  matters  of  this  kind  into 
the  House  of  Commons. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Class  IV. — Education,    Scisnob,   avd 

Art. 

(2.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed , 

''That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £3,607,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  tum 
nccossary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  coarse  of  payment  during  the  yew  ending 
on  the  3 1st  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Sahuniie 
and  Expenses  of  the  National  G^aUery." 

SiB  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &c.) :  I  am  afraid  I  shall  be 
liable  to  the  imputation  of  want  of  taste 
if  I  move  the  reduction  of  this  Vote 
for  the  National  Gallery.  The  reason 
why  I  do  not  like  to  pass  tiie  Yote 
without  a  protest  is  that  when  we  were 
proposing  to  pay  an  enormous  sum  for 
the  Blenheim  pictures  we  had  not  seen 
them.  An  hon.  Member  of  this  Hoose 
made,  I  think,  what  was  a  very  sensible 
suggestion,  when  he  requested  that  the 
articles  should  be  placed  in  the  Tea 
Eoom.  Now,  I  believe  that  if  we  had 
had  those  pictures  before  us  we  should 
never  have  bought  them ;  but  having  to 
pay  for  them  I  do  not  think  we  should 
pass  the  Vote  without  some  sort  of 
protest.  It  is  universally  agreed  that 
the  country  has  given  consiaerably  too 
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much  for  those  pictures ;  but  it  is  not 
only  on  that  ground  that  I  wish  to  raise 
the  question.  If  I  believed  that  in  the 
market  these  pictures  were  worth  the 
money  we  gave  for  them,  which  I  do 
not  think  they  were,  I  should  still  think 
it  was  a  wicked  and  wasteful  thing  to 
buy  them,  especially  at  a  time  when  we 
have  not  too  much  money  to  spare. 
Such  a  thing  might  have  been  done  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  where 
they  have  more  money  than  they  know 
what  to  do  with.  But  the  fact  remains 
that  the  people  of  America  were  not  such 
fools  as  to  buy  the  pictures.  In  my  opi- 
nion, the  price  paid  was  enormous.  I 
went  to  see  the  picture  which  cost 
£70,000;  and,  so  far  from  its  being  to 
the  taste  of  the  British  public,  it  is 
not,  in  my  judgment,  worth  70,000 
pence.  I  have  watched  the  demeanour 
of  the  British  public  in  regard  to  that 
picture.  It  was  not  put  on  the  wall  like 
the  other  pictures,  but  was  enthroned  in 
the  centre  of  a  great  room.  The  atten- 
tion of  the  British  public  was  invited  to 
it ;  they  were  given  to  understand  that 
it  was  a  picture  of  enormous  value.  I 
watched  their  demeanour  for  a  long 
time  ;  I  found  that  it  did  not  fetch  them 
at  all ;  that  they  did  not  care  a  fig  for 
it ;  nor,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  is  there 
anything  about  it  to  lead  the  unin- 
structed  mind  to  take  pleasure  in  it. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  any  more 
especial  value  in  this  picture  than  there 
is  in  a  piece  of  old  china  or  an  old  book. 
Indeed,  in  such  hard  times  as  the  pre- 
sent, it  seems  to  me  absolutely  wicked 
to  pay  such  a  price  as  £70,000  for  a 
picture,  especially  when,  as  I  say,  the 
public  scarcely  appreciate  it  at  all.  I 
believe  it  was  the  most  expensive  pic- 
ture ever  bought,  and  that  two  or  three 
times  its  real  value  was  paid  for  it. 
But  this  picture,  although  I  think  that 
too  much  was  given  for  it,  and  although 
I  am  convinced  that  it  does  not  give 
any  pleasure  to  the  British  public, 
is,  after  all,  an  innocuous,  an  inoffensive 
picture.  I  regard  it  with  a  negative 
sort  of  objection ;  but  what  are  we  to 
say  of  the  other  picture — the  Vandyck 
— which  was  purchased  at  a  cost  of 
£15,000?  It  is  an  atrocious  produc- 
tion— a  repulsive  picture.  It  princi- 
pally consists  of  a  horse — and  such  a 
horse !  I  ask  hon.  Members  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  picture  whether 
they  over  saw  such  a  horse  in  all  their 


lives,  whether  they  really  believe  there 
ever  was  such  a  horse  in  existence  ?  If 
any  Member  of  the  Oommittee  had  saoh 
a  horse  it  would  be  at  once  sent  to  the 
knacker.  In  short,  the  opinion  must 
be  universal  that  this  horse  was  as 
badly  a  painted  horse  as  it  was  possible 
to  have,  and  as  unlike  a  real,  decent 
horse  as  one  could  conceive.  The  horse 
is  the  greatest  part  of  the  picture  ;  but 
on  that  horse  there  is  a  man,  and  that 
man  is  Charles  I.  Well,  I  do  not  think 
anyone  wants  to  perpetuate  his  memory. 
Connoisseurs  say  that  these  pictures  are 
very  valuable,  and  that  the  people  can 
be  educated  up  to  appreciating  them. 
God  forbid  that  we  should  educate  the 
people  up  to  such  a  pitch  that  they  can- 
not appreciate  pictures  unless  they  have 
cost  tens  of  thousands  of  pounds!  I 
have  no  special  knowledge  of  Art  my- 
self, except  as  one  of  the  public ;  but  we 
all  like  pictures,  and  we  like  to  buy 
them  when  they  are  cheap ;  but  we  do 
not  want  to  give  enormous  sums  for  pic- 
tures which  can  only  give  pleasure  to  a 
limited  clique,  to  connoisseurs,  and  so 
forth,  particularly  when  they  are  pic- 
tures of  horses  out  of  drawing  and  badly 
painted.  I  beg  to  move  the  reduction 
of  the  Vote  which  stands  in  my  name. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

''That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £3,307,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  Nationl^  Gallery." — {8%r  0$orge 
Campbell.) 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolph  Chuechill) 
(Paddington,  8.) :  I  am  of  opinion — 
and  I  think  most  of  the  Committee  will 
agree  with  me — that  neither  the  present 
occasion  nor  the  present  tribunal  are 
suited  for  an  Art  criticism,  and  that  this 
Committee  is  not  suited  to  pronounce  at 
all  adequately  on  the  merits  or  market 
value  of  the  Old  Masters.  I  would  add 
to  that  opinion  this— that  of  all  the  mis- 
leading teachers  or  preachers  which  this 
tribunal  could  possibly  follow,  it  is 
obvious  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site (Sir  George  Campbell)  would  be  the 
greatest,  because  he  has  admitted  in  his 
observations  and  by  his  argument  that 
he  is  absolutely  without  knowledge  of 
the  subject  with  which  he  deals.  How- 
ever, what  I  have  to  say  on  the  subject 
under  disoussion  is  this — that  just  as  we 
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protested  against  certain  issues  which 
were  raised  by  the  Irish  Members  last 
night  and  the  night  before,  attacking 
the  conduct  of  the  present  Government 
for  that  for  which  we  cannot  be  respon- 
sible, so  a  great  deal  more  do  we  protest 
against  the  conduct  of  hon.  Members  in 
raising,  as  it  were,  this  question  of  the 
purchase  of  pictures  against  the  present 
Government.  He  talks  about  a  waste 
of  public  money  having  taken  place. 
Why  did  he  not  say  that  in  the  last 
Parliament?  [Sir  George  Campbell: 
I  did  say  it.]  JBut  I  am  perfectly  con- 
vinced that  the  hon.  Member  never  ven- 
tured, in  the  presence  of  the  late  Prime 
Minister,  to  accuse  him  of  *^  wicked  and 
sinful  waste  of  public  money."  I  would 
the  return  of  the  late  Prime  Minister  from 
Bavaria  could  have  been  accelerated,  so 
that  he  could  have  listened  to  these  ac- 
cusations against  him — to  this  charge 
which  is  brought  against  him,  for  the 
first  time  in  his  public  career,  of  having 
been  guilty  of  a  wicked  and  sinful  waste 
of  public  money.  That  is  the  accusation 
which  the  hon.  Member  is  really  bring- 
ing against  the  late  Government,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  he  would  be  extremely 
glad  if  by  his  remarks  he  could  throw 
odium  on  the  present  Government  in  a 
matter  for  which  they  cannot  have  the 
smallest  possible  responsibility.  I  would 
invite  the  hon.  Member,  on  a  future  oc- 
casion, when  he  accuses  persons  whom 
he  may  think  guilty  of  malversation  of 
the  public  funds,  to  do  so  at  the  time 
when  he  thinks  them  guilty  of  it,  and 
when  they  can  be  held  responsible,  and 
not  to  bring  charges  of  this  kind  against 
persons  who  are  absent.  To  impute  by  a 
side-wind  charges  against  persons  whom 
the  hon.  Member  must  know  cannot  be 
held  in  any  way  responsible  is  a  proceed- 
ing utterly  unworthy  of  the  Committee. 
Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL:  The 
noble  Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer cannot  have  looked  at  the  terms  of 
my  Motion,  and  I  am  sorry  now  I  did 
not  read  them.  My  object  was  not  to 
censure  any  Government,  but  to  move  a 
reduction  of  the  Vote.  I  am  not  a 
Party  man.  I  am  not  accustomed  to 
regard  questions  in  this  House  from  a 
Party  point  of  view,  or  to  regulate  my 
remarks  by  considerations  of  who  is  in 
power.  I  did  denounce  this  Vote  when 
it  first  appeared  as  a  waste  of  public 
money.  It  was  challenged,  and  I  voted 
against  it.     But  we  had  not  then  seen 

Lord  Randolph  ChurchiU 


the  pictures.  It  is  only  since  we  have 
seen  them  that  I  have  thought  it  neoes- 
sary  a  second  time  to  protest  against 
what  I  still  consider  to  be  a  wicked  and 
sinful  waste  of  public  money. 

Mr.  MOLLOY  (King's  Co.,  Birr) :  I 
am  sorry  to  have  to  disagree  with  my 
hon.  Friend  (Sir  George  Campbell)  on 
the  present  occasion  ;  but  I  do  most  cer- 
tainly disagree  with  him.  I  will  not  go 
into  the  whole  question  of  the  merits  of 
the  pictures  which  have  been  purchased 
for  this  large  sum  of  money ;  but  I  think 
that  the  Government  are  bound  to  make 
the  collection  of  Art  treasures  worthy  of 
the  country.  Whether  these  pictures 
are  worth  £85,000,  or  £10,000,  or  a  less 
sum,  I  do  not  know,  nor  do  I  think 
there  are  three  men  in  the  Committee 
who  are  able  to  decide  what  they  are 
worth ;  and  what  my  hon.  Friend  says, 
that  the  public  should  be  called  upon  to 
decide  what  pictures  are  worth  before 
they  are  purchased,  should  be  looked 
upon  as  childish.  In  the  first  place,  the 
public  do  not  see  the  pictures  before 
they  are  purchased;  and,  in  the  next 
place,  they  would  not  be  in  a  position  to 
offer  advice  on  the  question  of  value.  I 
agree  with  the  Government  in  what 
they  did,  and  I  hope  they  will  continue 
to  raise  up  the  standard  of  the  Art  Col- 
lections in  the  country.  I  was  unable 
to  touch  on  the  question  of  the  British 
Museum  last  night ;  but  I  would  appeal 
to  the  noble  Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  who  supported  me  on  a 
former  occasion  when  I  dealt  with  that 
Institution,  and  will  make  an  appeal  to 
him  in  regard  to  it,  indirectly  on  the 
question  of  the  National  Gallery,  to  the 
effect  that  greater  facilities  shall  be 
given  to  the  working  classes  to  visit  the 
British  Museum  and  the  National  G^llexy 
in  the  evening.  On  the  former  oocasion 
I  refer  to  a  Liberal  Government  was  in 
power,  and  a  promise  was  made  that  aa 
estimate  should  be  obtained  for  the 
lighting  of  these  Institutions,  more  es- 
pecially the  British  Museum,  by  the 
electric  light,  the  lighting  being  one  of 
the  difficulties  of  the  question  of  opening 
in  the  evenings.  The  promise  was  made 
that  if  it  were  possible  to  be  done  it 
should  be  done,  and  that  these  Institu- 
tions should  be  opened  to  the  working 
classes  at  night.  As  I  say,  I  think, 
if  I  am  not  mistaken,  when  I  formerly 
moved  in  the  matter,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  gave  me  his  support. 
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Bat  if  thftt  wm9  k)  or  soi.  1 
irho  are  reBponaiWe  for  UtOB  Tote  to 
make  Bom*-  fiffort  tr-  npcL  tbcM-  Imilitu- 
tions  at  niprh:  it  order  xv  sBfiliif  liie 
xnaBBes  of  tiie  warkinr  popnlatioii — ^iu> 
are  the  tarj»ajerB.  and  out  of  vlrnst 
p'Kikets  a  large  part  (if  the  moner  uece*- 
sarr  to  Bupport  then,  comes — tc»  xian 
them.  I  afet  that  ih«ie  p*»oj»le  maj  have 
the  same  ehani*  anfi  c»pj»omiiirrT  of 
Tiwting  thew-  Iiisdrctifait  that  ire  hare. 
I  Wliere  ti.at  tbe  op*«L:iig  of  these  lit- 
Btitution*  at  i.i|rbt  v:»Tiid  cfHifer  a  tctt 
gxeat  moral  ad'raiitag'e  upDii  the  work- 
ing cla9fie§  c>f  the  conntrr.  Whererer 
such  place?  have  l»eeii  opfmed  at  id^ht 
larg-e  DuiL:^»erb  of  j»e:'pje  hare  atteikded 
them  ;  aud,  if  uot  all.  eertaiulT  a  large 
proportion  of  the  purple  who  hare  tLu* 
arailed  tLeniBe^Te*:  of  tbe  facdlitie*  given  . 
to  them  irc'Tild,  if  it  had  not  been  for  ' 
this  night  oj»eiiiiig,  hare  spent  their  | 
time  in  mnch  less  respeclaVle  oscnpa- 
tion«.  I  do  not  with  t  j  press  tbe  matter 
further  than  to  ask  tbe  noble  Lord  if  he 
will  do  what  lies  in  him  to  biin^  about 
the  opening  of  these  Institutions  at 
night  for  tbe  benefit  of  the  working 
classes  . 

Mr.  HARRIS  Galway,  R;  :  I  do 
not  object  to  the  amount  given  for  the 
pictures  which  have  been  referred  to.  I 
think  it  is  desirable  that  if  we  are  to 
have  a  National  Gallery  at  all  we  should 
have  one  that  will  compare  favourably 
with  the  Galleries  of  other  countries. 
But  I  must  say  that  I  think  that  so  long 
as  the  money  for  these  National  Collec- 
tions comes  out  of  the  public  revenues 
the  pictures  we  have  bought  ought  to  be 
divided  so  as  to  give  a  fair  share  to  Ire- 
land, Scotland,  and  Wales.  I  think  the 
wo  d  **  National "  is  as  applicable  to 
Ireland  as  it  is  to  England,  and  I  cer- 
tainly think  that  some  of  the  pictures 
should  be  given  to  the  National  Gallery 
of  that  country.  With  reference  to  what 
has  just  fallen  from  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Molloy),  I  do  not  think  that  the  opening 
of  the  Museums  or  Galleries  m  the 
evenings  would  bo  of  much  benefit  to 
the  working  classes.  I  think,  however, 
that  it  would  be  a  very  great  benefit 
indeed  to  them  if  these  Institutions  were 
open  on  Sundays.  Sunday  is  the  only 
day  of  freedom  they  have,  and  I  tliiuk  it 
is  a  very  hard  thing  that  such  places  as 
the  National  Gallery,  the  Zoological 
Gardens,  and  the  British  Museum, 
should  be  closed  to  the  working  man  on 
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tnnin-  of  visitinc  tb«n.  Af  to  the  jm^ 
Tm^  liie  him.  Memheir  Sir  G<»/fl^ 
OampbeT  has  rseferred  t.'^  as  ha^-rn^ 
wwt  £Ta.00n,  I  must  «it  rh«  if  the 
wfnthiir  man  stands  bfrfinre  it  ai»d  looks 
oprm  the  fifrnres  ai^wntavehr,  jk^rti- 
cnlarly  upon  i£ai  of  ^..  Johii  the  Ba|K 
tirt,  he  will  po  away  with  the  iTnpre«(scioii 
tiiat  he  has  «*en  somethiiifr  that  he  is 
likeh-  to  Tam«iinh>M>  for  the  rert  of  his  h*fo. 
SilHERBERT  MAXWELL  A  I.^^in 
of  the  Tai:AsrnT"  Wigton'  :  loanassnre 
tbe  hon.  Gentleman  who  so  eloquf^nily 
adroeated  the  opening  of  Pnblic  Gal- 
leries at  night  that  the  snhjeet  has  en- 
gaged the  earnest  and,  I  may  say,  the 
sympathetic  attention  not  <mlv  of  the 
present  Government,  hut  of  the^ate  Go- 
vernment, and  the  first  oonsideration 
which  has  deterred  the  authorities  from 
moving  in  the  matter  has  been  the  enor- 
mous expense.  I  mav  tell  the  hon. 
Member  that  tenders  ibr  H^htin^  th^^ 
Natural  History  Museum  at  South  Ken- 
sington with  electric  light  amounted), 
in  addition  to  the  prime  cost  of 
£i5,(H)0,  to  £1,000  for  one  night  per 
annum— that  is  to  say,  if  the  Museum 
were  open  for  three  nights  in  the 
week  the  cost  would  be  £3,000  per 
annum,  and  if  it  were  open  for  six 
nights  the  cost  would  be  £6,000.  8o 
far  the  Government  have  not  felt  justi- 
fied in  incurring  that  enormous  ex- 
pense. The  same  argument  applies  in 
a  less  degree  to  the  opening  of  Public 
Galleries  on  Sundays.  [Mr.  Mou.oy 
dissented.]  The  hon.  Member  shakes 
his  head ;  out,  of  course,  there  will  bo 
an  expense  involved  in  opening  tho 
various  Public  Galleries  on  Sundays.  Hut 
there  are  other  Questions  which  excite 
a  great  amoimt  ox  interest  in  tho  public 
mind,  inseparable  fh)m  tho  qucmtion  of 
the  Sunday  opening  of  Museums.  Not 
only  have  the  public  to  bo  considnvd, 
but  the  interests  o)  attondants  nnd 
public  ofllcials  mu^t,  of  courso,  bo 
borne  in  mind  bofon>  a  dotorminntiou 
is  formed  to  effect  tho  chnniro.  Although 
Resolutions  in  favour  of  tho  openitig  of 
Museums  on  Sundays  have,  I  think,  on 
moro  than  one  occasion  boon  carried  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  hon.  Members  will 
recollect  that  tho  last  ocoasion  on  which 
a  decision  was  takou  in  this  Housn  a 
Motion  in  favour  of  Sunday  opening 
was  rejected  by  a  considerable  mi^oriiy. 
There,  therefore,  tho  matter  must  rest 
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until  another  decision  is  arrived  out  by 
this  House. 

Mr.  MOLLOY:  The  hon.  Baronet 
has  stated  that  it  would  cost  £6,000  per 
annum  to  enable  one  of  these  Institu- 
tions to  be  opened  to  the  working 
classes  six  nights  per  week.  I  hope  he 
does  not  wish  it  to  go  forth  that  the 
working  classes,  who  pay  for  these  In- 
stitutions, are  to  be  refused  facilities  for 
visiting  them,  because  such  a  small 
sum  of  money  as  £6,000  per  annum 
will  be  required  to  be  spent. 

Sir  EOPER  LETHBRIDGE  (Ken- 
sington, N.) :  As  a  Metropolitan  Mem- 
ber I  rise  to  support  the  appeal  of  the 
hon.  Member  opposite  for  the  opening 
of  these  Institutions  during  week  even- 
ings. I  do  not  go  into  the  question  of 
Sunday  opening,  for  that  is  a  much 
more  debateable  question ;  but  I  do 
appeal  to  the  Government  and  the  Com- 
mittee to  consider  whether  they  do 
not  think  that  an  annual  expenditure 
of  £3,000  would  be  admirably  laid  out 
on  the  instruction  and  entertainment 
which  would  be  afforded  to  the  working 
classes  by  opening  the  National  Museums 
and  Galleries  on  at  least  three  evenings 
m  each  week 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy,  &c.) :  As  most  of  the  Radicals 
and  economists  who  would  have  sup- 
ported me  are  absent,  I  will  ask  leave 
to  withdraw  my  Amendment.  But  be- 
fore I  do  so,  I  wish  to  say  that  I  very 
much  support  the  view  of  the  hon. 
Member  who  says  that  if  we  keep  up 
this  Gallery  at  all,  we  ought  to  have  it 
lighted  up  at  night,  when  people  can  go 
to  see  the  pictures  it  contains.  There 
are  very  few  people  who  visit  the 
National  Gallery  during  the  day ;  there- 
fore, if  we  wish  to  render  these  places 
more  popular,  we  should  adopt  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  hon.  Member. 

Motion,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Original  Question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  HOWELL  (Bethnal  Green, 
N.E.) :  I  wish  to  say  a  word  in  support 
of  the  suggestion  which  has  been  made 
that  these  Institutions  should  bo  lighted 
up  at  night.  I  do  not  ask  the  Govern- 
ment to  give  an  answer  to  night ;  but  I 
would  ask  them  to  consider  during  the 
Recess  whether  by  some  means  or  other 
they  cannot  save  this  sum  of  £3,000  or 
£6,000,  said  to  be  required  for  the  pur- 
pose, out  of  the  Navy  or  Military  Esti- 
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mates  for  the  sake  of  popularizing  these 
public  Institutions,  which  are  uready 
costing  the  nation  a  great  deal  of 
money  ?  We  know  very  well  how  very 
popular  the  Exhibitions  which  are  being 
held  have  become.  We  wish  to  de- 
velop this  popularity,  and  we  desire  to 
see  these  Institutions,  which  are  of  a 
National  character,  compete  sacceee- 
fully  with  the  drinking  saloons  and 
music  halls  of  the  Metropolis. 

Mr.  HARRIS  (Galway,  E.):  The 
hon.  Baronet  opposite  has  not  answered 
my  question  as  to  giving  Ireland  and 
Scotland  a  share  of  these  valuable  pic- 
tures, which  are  bought  at  the  expense 
of  the  public. 

Sir  HERBERT  MAXWELL  (A  Loed 
of  the  Treasury)  (Wigton) :  I  believe 
the  Institutions  in  Dublin  and  Edin- 
burgh are  conducted  under  the  same 
Regulations  as  those  in  London,  with 
this  exception — that  I  believe  that  some 
of  the  Galleries  in  Dublin  are  open  on 
Sundays. 

Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid): 
Will  the  hon.  Gentleman  give  us  any 
encouragement  to  hope  that  these  In- 
stitutions will  be  open  on  Sunday? 
The  public  take  a  great  interest  in  the 
question ;  and,  certainly,  if  these  Institu- 
tions are  to  be  supported  by  public 
funds,  the  public,  as  a  body,  ought  to 
be  admitted  to  them  upon  the  day  when 
they  are  most  at  liberty,  and  are  not 
engaged  upon  their  ordinary  employ* 
ments.  I  think  it  would  be  most  desir- 
able indeed  to  open  these  places  on  the 
day  on  which  the  working  classes  hare 
most  freedom.  I  sincerely  hope  that 
hon.  Gentlemen  will  pay  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  public  are  longing  to 
be  able  to  make  use  of  these  Imstitu- 
tions. 

Mr.  ISAACS  (Newington,  Wal- 
worth) :  I  think  the  observations  of  the 
hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat  down 
should  not  be  allowed  to  g^  without  re- 
mark or  comment.  I  would  remind  the 
Committee  that  it  is  the  expressed 
opinion  of  Trades  Unions  and  Societies 
representiDg  the  great  mass  of  the  work- 
ing class  of  this  country  that  the  Sun- 
day opening  of  Museums  should  not  be 
permitted.  This  opinion  has  been  pro- 
nounced over  and  over  again.  I  very 
much  sympathize  with  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  have  endeavoured  to  get  a  pledge 
from  the  Government  that  the  subject 
of  the  opening  of  these  Institutions  on 
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week  evenings  will  be  considered.  When 
we  find  that  the  cost  will  only  be  some 
£3.000  or  £4,000  a-year,  I  trust  that 
there  will  be  perfect  readiness  on  the 
part  of  the  country  to  vote  such  a  small 
sum  for  the  education  of  the  people. 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

(3.)  £  1,161.  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  National  Portrait  Gallery. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &c.) :  Once  bit  twice  shy.  I 
hope  we  shall  have  some  information 
about  the  picture  which  it  is  proposed 
to  purchase  from  the  Blenheim  Gallery. 
No  doubt  the  picture  is  a  much  cheaper 
one  than  the  others  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred ;  but  if  we  are  to  have  a  National 
Portrait  Gallery,  it  seems  to  me  that  we 
should  place  in  it  portraits  of  distin- 
guished celebrities.  But  who  is  this 
John  Duke  of  Bedford,  whose  portrait 
it  is  intended  to  purchase  ?  If  the  pic- 
ture is  one  which  it  is  really  desir- 
able to  have,  I  shall  ofi'er  no  objection; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I  should  like  to 
have  some  information  with  regard  to  it. 

The  SECRETAEY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope) 
(Lincolnshire,  Homcastle) :  The  picture 
in  question  is  one  of  the  finest  pictures 
which  could  be  obtained  for  the  Na- 
tional Portrait  Gallery.  It  is  by  Gains- 
borough. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  May  I 
ask  who  John  Duke  of  Bedford  was? 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE:  I  cannot 
undertake  to  teach  the  hon.  Member 
the  history  of  England. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL:  I  take 
such  little  interest  in  this  John  Duke  of 
Bedford,  whom  I  do  not  know,  that  I 
shall  not  even  divide  the  Committee 
against  him. 

Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  tell  me  whe- 
ther this  picture  was  really  bought  on 
account  of  the  intrinsic  merit  of  the  pic- 
ture and  the  value  that  is  attached  to  it, 
or  whether  it  was  in  order  to  relieve  the 
impecuniosity  of  a  certain  noble  Member 
of  the  other  House  of  Parliament? 

Mr.  E.  STANHOPE:  The  picture 
was  bought  at  an  auction,  because  the 
Trustees  of  the  Gallery  believed  that  it 
would  be  of  inestimable  value  in  the 
National  Collection. 

Mr.  HARRIS  (Galway,  E.):  Who 
John  Duke  of  Bedford  was  I  do  not 
know ;    but  I  certainly   do    know  that 


Gainsborough  was  a  great  artist,  and 
that  a  work  of  his  should  find  a  place  in 
a  National  Collection. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL :  By  way 
of  protest  I  would  merely  say  that  the 
answer  given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  lead  us  to  believe  that  what 
has  been  done  is  an  abuse  of  the  Na- 
tional Portrait  Gallery.  The  object  of 
that  Gallery,  as  I  understand  it,  is  to 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  great  men ; 
but  it  appears  that  the  picture  in  ques- 
tion is  the  portrait  of  a  man  of  whom 
we  have  heard  nothing  that  is  good,  and 
of  whom  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  is  plainly  unable  to  tell  us 
any  good.  John  Duke  of  Bedford  was 
not  a  great  man ;  and,  therefore,  I  do 
not  see  what  we  want  with  his  portrait 
in  the  National  Portrait  Gallery. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

(4.)  £184,263,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Public  Education,  Scotland. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Glasgow,  St. 
Rollox) :  I  am  very  sorry  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Committee  when  they  are 
anxious  to  get  through  with  the  Votes ; 
but  I  think  I  can  say  that  no  one  can 
justly  accuse  the  Scotch  Members  of 
obstructing  the  Business  of  the  House. 
Education  is  one  of  the  most  important 
questions  in  Scotland.  It  was  not  found 
necessary  to  debate  at  length  matters 
connected  with  public  education  in  Eng- 
land, because  you  have  a  Royal  Com- 
mission sitting  to  inquire  into  the  sub- 
ject. So  far,  however,  as  Scotland  is 
concerned  there  is  no  Commission  sitting, 
and  the  only  way  in  which  we  can  ven- 
tilate the  grievances  of  Scotland  in  the 
matter  of  education  is  by  initiating  dis- 
cussions upon  Votes  referring  to  educa- 
tion. There  is  another  reason  why  I 
bring  the  matter  of  education  forward 
on  the  present  occasion,  and  it  is  this — 
that  as  there  is  a  change  of  Government, 
and  as  there  is  a  new  official  at  the  head 
of  the  Education  Department,  it  is  very 
important  that  we  should  put  matters 
thoroughly  before  him.  Now,  in  Scot- 
land there  exists  a  very  great  amount  of 
dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  parents 
and  teachers,  and  also  on  the  part  of 
school  boards  and  ratepayers.  This 
dissatisfaction  has  not  yet  assumed  the 
position  of  a  formulated  grievance  owing 
to  two  causes ;  first,  that  the  subject  is 
of  so  technical  a  character — it  is  sur- 
rounded with  Codes,  Standards,  Time 
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Tables,  and  Inspectors ;  and,  secondly, 
because  the  Education  Department  have 
giyen  such  illustrations  of  the  working 
of  the  Education  Act  in  Scotland  as  to 
keep  down  any  appearance  that  the  work 
is  not  being  satisfactorily  conducted. 
The  object  of  the  Education  Act  of  1872 
was  the  sending  of  children  to  school 
who  would  not  otherwise  be  at  school. 
So  far  as  the  old  Scotch  education  system 
was  concerned,  there  was  no  diflPerence 
of  opinion  in  this  House  with  regard 
to  the  value  and  superiority  of  Scotch 
education  under  the  old  system ;  the 
main  object  of  the  reform  was  rather 
to  compel  children  to  go  to  school  who 
would  not  otherwise  be  at  school,  and  to 
make  local  provision  for  the  supply  of 
school  accommodation  wherever  school 
accommodation  did  not  exist.  The  prin- 
cipal object  of  the  Act,  therefore,  was 
the  compulsory  attendance  of  children 
at  school.  Now,  so  far  as  regards  the 
working  of  the  Scotch  Education  Act,  it 
is  just  the  Compulsory  Clauses  which 
have  been  least  attended  to.  We  have 
got  statistics  regarding  the  working  of 
the  Scotch  Education  Act  so  far  as  re- 
gards the  intelligence  departments ;  but 
so  far  as  regards  the  compulsory  depart- 
ment we  have  no  very  clear  or  definite 
information.  The  duty  imposed  on  every 
school  boEurd  in  Scotland  was  to  see  that 
every  child  was  attending  school,  there- 
fore it  became  the  duty  of  the  school 
board  to  ascertain  what  schools  existed 
in  their  parish,  and  what  children  were 
attending  schools.  Now,  we  search  in 
vain  through  the  Scotch  Education  He- 
ports  to  find  what  number  of  schools 
exist  in  Scotland,  and  what  number  of 
children  attend  these  schools.  I  mean 
not  State-aided  schools  alone,  but  all 
the  schools  taken  together.  The  statis- 
tics furnished  refer  only  to  State-aided 
schools.  Now,  I  will  show  the  Commit- 
tee what  fallacious  impressions  are  pro- 
duced by  the  limited  statistics  which  the 
Scotch  Education  Department  have  pub- 
lished. They  tell  us,  for  instance,  going 
back  to  1872,  that  there  was  an  average 
attendance  in  the  public  schools  of  Scot- 
land of  213,549  ;  and  then  they  tell  us 
that  there  are  now,  1885,  in  attendance 
in  the  same  schools  455,665.  The  im- 
pression thus  conveyed  to  the  minds  of 
the  public  is,  that  the  number  of  chil- 
dren receiving  education  in  Scotland  has 
doubled  since  1872.  That  statement  is 
utterly  misleading,  because  it  so  happens 
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that  the  statistics  whicli  are  given  liere 
relate  simply  to  State-aided  sohools, 
and  the  fact  is  not  made  patent  to  the 
public  that  the  State-aided  schools  in 
1872  only  gave  accommodation  and  in- 
struction to  one-half  of  the  whole  of  the 
children  of  Scotland.  While  there  was 
an  average  attendance  in  the  State-aided 
schools  of  Scotland  in  1 872  of  only  about 
213,549  children,  we  find  by  the  Second 
Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion of  Scotland  that  in  1872  there 
were  461,086  children  on  the  rolls 
of  the  schools  in  753  parishes  and 
burghs  —  a  part  only  of  Scotland. 
It  is,  therefore,  important  to  observe 
that  the  impression  conveyed  by  Uie 
Scotch  Education  Department's  Heporfc, 
that  the  number  of  children  receiving 
instruction  in  Scotland  has  more  than 
doubled  since  1 872,  is  utterly  erroneous. 
Then  we  search  in  vain  the  Education 
Eeports  to  ascertain  what  the  actual  in- 
crease has  been ;  but,  very  fortunately, 
we  are  not  without  some  other  means  of 
information  on  this  point.  We  refer  to 
the  Census  Beturns  of  Scotland  ;  and  it 
so  happens  that  the  Census  Beturns  of 
Scotland  give  us  what  the  Census  Be- 
turns of  England  do  not,  the  number  of 
children  receiving  education  in  Scotland 
at  the  time  the  Census  was  taken.  We 
therefore  find  that  in  1871  the  number 
of  children  in  Scotland  between  five  and 
1 5  years  of  age  receiving  instruction  was 
541,995,  or  69*77  of  the  population  be- 
tween these  ages ;  and  when  we  come 
to  1881,  we  find  the  number  to  be 
675,314,  or  78*98  of  the  population,  an 
increase  of  9*21  per  cent,  so  that  while 
the  public  are  under  the  belief  that 
the  efifect  of  the  operation  of  the  Educa- 
tion Act  in  Scotland  has  been  to  more 
than  double  the  number  of  children  re* 
ceiving  education  in  Scotland,  in  point 
of  fact  the  amount  of  the  increase  does 
not  represent  more  than  9*21  per  cent. 
But  then  this  9*21  per  cent  is  not 
due  to  the  working  of  the  Compul- 
sory Clauses  of  the  Education  Act,  and 
for  this  reason.  Prior  to  the  Education 
Act  of  1872  the  average  school  curri* 
culum  in  Scotland  would  be  about  five 
years.  The  parent  in  Scotland  considered 
his  children  received  a  fair  amount  of 
education  if  they  attended  school  for 
about  five  years.  Under  the  Education 
Act  a  system  has  been  introduced 
whereby  you  prevent  clever  children 
from  getting  on,  and  you  endeavour  to 
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keop  the  children  to  one  rate  of  pro- 
gress, requiring  them  all  to  pass  together 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  You  thereby 
have  lengthened  your  curriculum  to  six 
years,  and  by  lengthening  your  curri- 
culum you  naturally  produce  a  larger 
amount  of  school  attendance  than  for- 
merly. So  we  have  no  evidence  what- 
ever, from  perusing  the  Scotch  Educa- 
tion Department's  Reports,  that  the  Com- 
pulsory Clauses  of  the  Act  have  been 
enforced,  as  we  are  told  they  have. 
The  object,  therefore,  which  I  have  in 
view,  in  the  first  place,  is  to  point  out  to 
the  Scotch  Education  Department,  and 
to  the  Head  of  that  Department,  that 
the  statistics  given  us  are  no  criterion 
whatever  of  the  progress  of  education  in 
Scotland  ;  that,  in  point  of  fact,  we  have 
no  evidence  of  the  working  of  the  Com- 
pulsory Clauses  in  Scotland ;  and  that 
we  ought  to  have  some  more  clear  and 
decisive  evidence  that  these  clauses  are 
being  worked  out.  We  ought  to  have 
Inspectors  to  see  that  school  boards  are 
carrying  out  the  Compulsory  Clauses, 
and  not  to  leave  the  matter  entirely  at 
the  mercy  of  school  boards,  because  we 
find,  from  the  Reports  of  the  Inspectors, 
complaints  over  and  over  again  of  school 
boards  in  all  parts  of  Scotland  neglect- 
ing this  duty.  Well,  we  have  com- 
plaints of  neglect  of  duty;  but  we  have 
nobody  to  supervise  the  school  boards 
to  see  whether  they  carry  out  the  com- 
pulsory provisions  of  the  Act ;  and  I 
maintain  that,  as  the  compulsory  powers 
were  the  main  objects  of  the  Education 
Act,  we  ought  to  see  that  they  are 
really  carried  out,  and  that,  no  matter 
what  expense  may  be  incurred,  we  ought 
to  appoint  proper  Inspectors  to  investi- 
gate the  matter  in  the  case  of  each 
school  board,  to  test  the  working  of 
every  school  board,  and  the  result  should 
be  formulated  and  tabulated  for  all  Scot- 
land every  year  along  with  the  other 
educational  statistics.  Now,  as  far  as 
regards  the  City  of  Glasgow,  I  dare  say 
that  many  English  Members  will  say 
that  Glasgow  has  been  quoted  as  an 
example  of  how  education  is  being  car- 
ried on  in  Scotland.  It  so  happens 
that  Glasgow  has  received  visits  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Mun- 
della),  who  was  Vice  President  of  the 
Council  in  the  last  Liberal  Administra- 
tion but  one,  and  that  that  right  hon. 
Gentleman  gave  a  very  glowing  de- 
scription of  the  great  educational  work 


which  was  going  on  in  Glasgow.  Now, 
the  fact  is  that  the  statistics  upon  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  glowing 
statement  was  founded  were  utterly 
fallacious.  So  far  as  regards  the  City 
of  Glasgow,  you  will  be  astonished  to 
find  that  there  are  91,000  children  be- 
tween the  ages  of  five  and  13  in  Glas- 
gow, and  there  are  only  51,000  children 
in  daily  attendance  at  school;  leaving 
40,000  daily  absent.  No  one  who  had 
listened  to  or  read  the  glowing  de- 
scription of  the  work  of  education  which 
was  going  on  in  Glasgow,  given  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  former  Vice 
President  of  the  Council  (Mr.  Mundella), 
would  imagine  that  such  a  statement  as 
mine  was  possible.  Now,  it  is  but  right 
that  I  should  point  out  the  fallacies  upon 
which  the  late  Vice  President's  statistics 
are  founded.  In  the  first  place,  the  Glas- 
gow School  Board  make  up  statistics  for 
the  year.  Now,  we  all  know  how  sta- 
tistics for  the  year  should  be  made  up  in 
a  school  board.  We  take  the  average 
attendance  for  the  year;  I  suppose  no 
one  would  ever  think  of  statistics  being 
made  up  on  any  other  principle  than 
that.  But  no ;  the  Glasgow  School 
Board  do  not  make  up  statistics  on  these 
linos.  They  take  the  month  of  October, 
when  the  school  attendance  is  highest — 
the  best  month  in  the  year.  They  take 
a  certain  day  in  that  month,  the  7th  day 
of  October;  they  have  their  officers 
bringing  out  every  child  to  school  on 
that  day.  Every  child  who  is  able  to 
come  to  school  at  all,  although  he  may 
be  absent  every  other  day  in  the  year, 
has  certainly  to  be  present  on  that  day, 
and  the  statistics  of  that  day  are  quoted 
as  the  statistics  for  the  year.  The 
late  Vice  President  of  the  Council  (Mr. 
Mundella)  took  these  statistics,  and  used 
them  as  if  they  were  the  real  statistics 
for  the  year.  What  is  the  result  ?  The 
result  is  that  the  statistics  are  11*2  per 
cent  higher  than  they  ought  to  be— 
than  they  should  be  if  they  related  to 
the  year.  Then  there  is  another  fallacy 
in  the  statistics,  and  it  is  this — ^that 
outside  Glasgow  there  are  many  children 
in  reformatories ;  but  the  Glasgow  School 
Board  include  the  attendance  of  these 
children  in  schools  outside  the  boun- 
daries of  Glasgow  as  if  they  were  at- 
tending schools  in  the  City  of  Glasgow. 
In  this  way  1,746  children  are  added  to 
the  numbers  supposed  to  be  attending 
the  schools  in  the  Oity   of  Glasgow. 
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Then  we  have  to  take  into  consideration 
this  third  point — ^the  number  attending 
school  includes  those  under  five  years  of 
age  and  those  above  13  years.  There 
ought  to  be  deducted  2  per  cent  for 
children  under  five  years  of  age,  and  8*1 
per  cent  for  children  above  13  years  of 
age.  And  there  is  a  fourth  deduction 
which  has  to  be  made,  and  that  is  of  the 
excess  of  children  coming  in  from  the 
surrounding  districts  to  school  in  Glas- 
gow over  Glasgow  children  attending 
schools  outside  the  municipal  boundary 
an  excess  of  upwards  of  2,000  children. 
The  result  is  that  when  you  make 
these  deductions  you  find,  as  I  have 
stated,  that  out  of  91,000  children 
between  five  and  13  years  of  age  in 
the  City  of  Glasgow  40,000  are 
daily  absent  from  school.  Now,  let  us 
see  what  proportion  that  bears  as  re- 
gards the  whole  of  Scotland.  That  is 
56  per  cent  only  of  the  children  between 
^^Q  and  13  years  of  age  who  attend 
school  in  Glasgow,  as  against  66  per 
cent  in  all  Scotland;  and  yet  you  find 
the  Glasgow  School  Board  held  up  as  a 
model,  as  having,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Mundella)  speaking 
in  Glasgow  said,  the  best  attendance 
in  all  Scotland — ^namely,  85  per  cent. 
Then  another  point  complained  of  is 
that  members  of  the  Scotch  Education 
Department  should  come  down  and  give 
erroneous  impressions  regarding  the 
work  of  education  in  Scotland  even  in 
other  matters.  For  instance,  we  are 
told  about  the  superiority  of  the  Glas- 
gow School  Board  education.  It  would 
not  be  a  matter  to  be  surprised  at  if  the 
education  given  by  the  Glasgow  School 
Board  were  better  than  that  supplied  by 
the  whole  of  Scotland,  because  if  the 
Glasgow  School  Board  neglect  their 
compulsory  powers,  and  allow  the  lower 
class  of  children  to  run  about  wild,  and 
if  they  have  so  high  a  percentage  as  we 
are  told  they  have — namely,  85  per 
cent — that  shows  that  their  schools  are 
attended  by  the  better  class  children,  or 
by  the  children  whose  parents  take  an 
interest  in  their  education.  We  cer- 
tainly would  not  find  that  the  edu- 
cational results  of  the  Glasgow  School 
Board  are  superior  to  those  in  the  whole 
of  Scotland  if  all  classes  of  children 
were  included  in  their  schools.  We  find 
that  in  Glasgow  there  are  20,000  chil- 
dren of  the  lower  class  who  are  not  in 
the  school  board  schools  at  all,  but  are 
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in  the  free  and  charitable  schools,  in  the 
Koman  Catholic  schools,  and  in  the  re- 
formatories and  industrial  schools.  We 
likewise  find  that  the  Glasgow  board 
schools  are  the  best-equipped  schools  in 
Scotland.  They  have  the  highest-paid 
teachers,  and  they  have  a  teacher  for 
every  Standard.  Now,  in  the  whole  of 
Scotland  we  find  that  one- third  of  the 
schools  have  an  average  attendance  of 
under  60  children,  and,  therefore,  only 
require  to  have  one  teacher.  There  is, 
therefore,  no  comparison  to  be  drawn 
between  the  schools  with  only  one 
teacher  and  the  schools  with  one  teacher 
to  every  Standard.  Even  granting  all 
these  advantages  to  Glasgow,  Glasgow 
is  behind  all  Scotland.  Now,  that  is 
most  remarkable.  If  we  take  Standards 
IV.,  v.,  VI.  and  Ex.  VI.,  it  is  found  that 
in  every  one  the  percentage  of  children 
presented  is  less  in  Glasgow  than  it  is 
in  all  Scotland.  Standard  IV.  in  Glas- 
gow has  a  percentage  of  17*2,  against  1 8 
for  all  Scotland ;  Standard  V.  for  Glas- 
gow 12*5,  all  Scotland  14;  Standard  VI. 
for  Glasgow  5*0,  all  Scotland  6*1 ;  and  Ex. 
VI.  for  Glasgow  1*6,  all  Scotland  2*4 ;  a 
total  of  36*3  for  Glasgow,  and  40*5  for 
Scotland.  So  that  whilst  Glasgow  was 
held  up  as  a  model  for  all  Scotland,  and 
as  a  model  for  England,  in  point  of  fact 
it  was  inferior  to  Scotland ;  and  what  we 
complain  of  is  that  members  of  the 
Scotch  Education  Department,  who  know 
nothing  about  the  matter,  should  come 
down  to  Glasgow,  walk  through  the 
schools  for  a  day,  and  then  say  they  have 
seen  the  great  educational  work  going  on 
in  Glasgow,  as  if  anyone  could  see  it 
simply  by  walking  through  the  schools. 
Again,  it  so  happens  that  the  g^ant  for 
standard  work  in  Glasgow  is  actually  less 
than  for  all  Scotland.  Glasgow  has  the 
advantage  of  Scotland  in  the  matter 
of  specific  subjects,  and  it  is  there  where 
the  difference  arises  whereby  Glasgow 
actually,  in  the  grand  result,  gets  to  the 
top.  But  what  are  these  specific  sub- 
jects ?  In  the  Glasgow  schools,  where 
there  is  a  teacher  for  every  Standard, 
you  have  plenty  of  opportunity  for 
specific  subjects.  But  it  is  only  in  the 
elementary  specific  subjects  that  Glas- 
gow takes  up  her  money.  Dr.  Wilson, 
one  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Southern 
Division  of  Scotland,  in  the  Beport  for 
1884,  says— 

"  The  first  stage  of  matbematics,  or  of  phy 
rioal  geography,  or  animal  physiology,  for  in« 
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stance,  can  be  easily  got  up  in  a  fortnight  by  a 
boy  of  not  more  than  average  ability." 

It  is  simple  specific  subjects  like  these  in 
which    Glasgow    gets    a    large    grant. 
Gasgow's  attendance  is  one-tenth  of  all 
Scotland,  and  we  should  expect  Glasgow 
to  have  one-tenth  of  the  presentation  of 
Scotland  in  the  higher  specific  subjects. 
But  wo  find,  in  the  third  stages  of  Latin, 
Glasgow  stands  as  35  to  Scotland  738 ; 
Greek,  Glasgow  4  to  33  for  Scotland ; 
mathematics,  Glasgow  5  to  152  for  Scot- 
land .    I  am  quite  well  aware  that  someone 
will  challenge  my  statistics,  and  say — 
**  But  you  do  not  include  the  High  School 
of  Glasgow,  which  is  under  the  School 
Board."  Myexplanation  is  this— that  one- 
half  of  the  children  attending  the  High 
School  of  Glasgow  do  not  belong  to  Glas- 
gow at  all.     My  next  reason  is  that  the 
High  School  of  Glasgow  is  a  secondary 
school,    not  in   receipt  of  Government 
grant,  and  compares  with  the  secondary 
schools  of  Scotland,  being  attended  by  a 
class  of   children  who  do    not    attend 
the   public   State-aided   schools  at  all. 
Now,  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that 
there  is  a  very   great  amount  of  edu- 
cational  work   going  on   in    Glasgow. 
The     ratepayers     are     perfectly     well 
aware   of  this,    if  only   on   account   of 
the  enormous  rates  which  they  have  to 
pay.      But    what    is    that   educational 
work  ?      It   has   not   been   undertaken 
with  a  view  of  bringing  out  the  chil- 
dren for   whose  benefit  the   Education 
Act  was  passed.     One  great  object  of 
the   Board   has  been   to    supplant  pri- 
vate schools,   with  the  view  of    giving 
school  board  education  to  those  children 
who  belong  to  the   middle   and  upper 
classes  of  Glasgow.     For  instance,  we 
find  that  since   1873  there  has  been  a 
reduction  of  no  less  than  5,000  children 
in  the  number  which  were  attending  the 
higher-class  schools  in  Glasgow  paying 
over    9d.   per   week,   and    that   at  the 
present  time  there  are  only  1,255  chil- 
dren in   attendance   at   private  schools 
paying  over  9d.  per  week.     It  would  be 
interesting  to  ascertain  how  it  is  that 
the  Glasgow  School  Board  have  managed 
to  attract  the  middle  and  upper  classes. 
They  have  done  it  upon  the  principle 
of  grading  their   schools  socially.      If 
you  take  a  certain  locality  you  will  find 
three  different  classes  of  schools  within 
a  stone's  throw  of  each  other.  You  have 
one   school  where   the   children  pay  a 
small  fee,  another  Bchool  where  a  higher 


fee  is  paid,  and  a  third  school  where  a 
still  higher  fee  is  paid,  all  for  the  same 
standard  of  education.     The  result  is 
that  the  upper  classes  are  able  to  send 
their  children  to  a  comparatively  select 
school  which  receives  the  benefit  of  the 
local  and  Imperial  grants.     Now,  this  is 
entirely  contrary  to    the  spirit  of  the 
Education  Act.     According  to  that  Act, 
a  parent  who,  on  the  score  of  poverty, 
has  the  school  fees  paid  for  him  by 
the  Parochial  Board,  is  placed  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  parent  of  plenty 
of  means,  and  can  select  any  State-aided 
school  he  pleases.      His  poverty  is  no 
bar  to  his  choice  of  school — the  inten- 
tion of  the  Act  of  Parliament  being  that 
there  should  be  no  social  distinctions  in- 
troduced into  the  schools,  and  that  the 
poor  man's   child   should    have    equal 
education,     and     side    by    side,    with 
the  rich    man's    child.      And,    indeed, 
under  the  old  parochial  system  of  Scot- 
land the  son  of  the  landed  proprietor  or 
of  the  Peer  attending  the  same  parish 
school  received  education  on  the  same 
form  as  the  peasant's  son.     Now,  the 
Glasgow  School  Board  are  introducing 
social  distinctions  in  their  schools,  with 
the  view  of  encouraging  the  middle  and 
upper  classes  to  reap  the  advantage  of 
the  school  board  education;   and  they 
aredoingthat  by  saddling  the  ratepayers, 
both  local  and  Imperial,  with  a  great  deal 
of  the  cost.     Then  there  is  another  thing 
which  tendsto  entice  children  of  the  upper 
and  middle  classes  into  the  Glasgow  board 
schools.     There  are    £700,000  left  as 
charitable  endowments  for  the  benefit  of 
the  poor  in  the  City  of  Glasgow.     These 
endowments  have  been  taken  possession 
of  under  the  Education  Act,  and  a  great 
part  of  them   have  been   allocated   to 
board   schools  without  any  restriction 
whatever  as  to  the  ability  of  the  parents 
to  provide  education  for  their  children. 
Part  of  the  endowments,  I   admit,  is 
devoted  to  the  assistance  of  those  who 
are  in  circumstances  requiring  aid ;  but 
the  greater  part  of  the  endowments  is 
not  so  allocated,  and  the  result  is  that 
monies  left  entirely  for  the  benefit  of  the 
poor  are  dispensed  for  the  benefit  of 
those  members  of  the  wealthy  classes 
who  are  attracted  to  the  board  schools, 
and  who  compete  with  the  poor  children 
(who  are  not  in  a  position  to  receive 
assistance  in  their  home  lessons),  thus 
succeeding  in  carrying  ofiT  the  bursaries 
and  other  prizes.    These  educational  en- 
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dowments  have  been  put  into  the  board 
schools  on  the  footing  that  board  schools 
are  representative  of  a  certain  class  of 
people — the  working  class ;  but  in  Glas- 
gow they  have  got  the  upper  classes 
into  the  schools,  and  these  classes  are 
reaping  the  benefits  intended  for  the 
poorer  children.  Now,  look  at  the  posi- 
tion of  the  working  man  in  Glasgow,  and 
compare  him  with  the  man  of  the  middle 
or  upper  classes.  Before  the  Education 
Act  came  into  operation  the  fee  for 
working  men's  children  in  all  Scotland 
was,  I  think,  about  10«.  per  head  on 
the  average  attendance  ;  but  the  average 
fee  in  the  Glasgow  board  schools  just 
now  is  16«.  bd.  The  working  man, 
therefore,  notwithstanding  the  enormous 
sums  paid  by  the  ratepayers  and  by  the 
Government,  has  to  pay  16«.  bd.  instead 
of  10«.  for  the  education  of  a  child. 
Then  there  is  the  cost  of  books,  as  well 
as  his  share  of  the  education  tax  to  be 
borne  by  the  working  man,  who  has  to 
keep  his  child  at  school  till  he  has 
passed  Standard  V.  We  find  in  the 
case  of  the  middle  class  that  nearly 
three-fourths  of  the  education  is  paid 
out  of  the  local  rates  and  Government 
grant,  and  that  they  get  their  share  of 
educational  endowments,  bursaries,  &c. ; 
whilst,  as  we  have  seen,  the  working 
man  in  Glasgow  has  now  to  pay  16«.  bd, 
in  school  fees,  where  in  1873  he  paid 
only  10«.  It  is  the  middle  and  upper 
classes,  and  not  the  working  classes, 
who  thus  truly  reap  the  pecuniary  benefit 
of  assisted  education  in  the  board 
schools.  Now,  I  ask,  how  long  do 
you  expect  that  such  a  state  of  affairs 
will  go  on  in  Glasgow  if  once  the  people 
wake  up  to  the  true  state  of  the  matter  ? 
I  would  also  point  out  that  the  work- 
ing of  the  Education  Act  by  the  De- 
partment has  been  entirely  at  variance 
with  the  Act  of  Parliament.  The  in- 
tention of  the  Act  of  1872  was  that 
school  board  education  should  be  supple- 
mentary, and  entirely  supplementary, 
to  the  then  existing  system.  So  far  as 
the  Scotch  Act  is  concerned  there  is  no 
question  about  that.  As  regards  the 
powers  of  the  Department  in  the  matter 
of  school  accommodation,  there  might 
be  a  question  in  the  English  Act ;  but  so 
far  as  regards  the  Scotch  Act  it  states 
distinctly  that  no  school  board,  either 
now  or  at  a  future  time,  shall  erect 
a  school  without  the  consent  of  the  De- 
partment.    I   may  mention   that  one 
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point  which  the  late  Vice  President  of 
the  Council  stood  upon  was  that  the 
Preamble  of  the  Act  said  that  education 
was  to  be  provided  for  all  classes  of  the 
people  of  Scotland.  There  is  no  ques- 
tion whatever  that  the  meaning  oi  the 
Act  is  that  the  school  board  is  to  see 
that  every  child,  rich  or  poor,  is  educated. 
The  Preamble  simply  says  you  are  to 
see  that  every  child  is  educated ;  but  the 
Department  interpreted  that  as  meaning 
that  school  board  education  was  to  be 
provided  for  every  child.  That,  as  I  haTe 
said,  was  not  the  meaning  of  the  Act;  it 
simply  meant  that  every  child  was  to  be 
educated,  and  the  Act  itself  afterwards 
described  how.  It  provided  that  all  the 
schools,  public  and  private,  were  to  be 
taken  into  consideration,  and  that  you 
are  to  find  out  whether  there  is  any  de- 
ficiency of  accommodation,  and,  if  so, 
that  the  school  board  shall  supply  that 
deficiency.  It  was  absolutely  necessary 
that  if  children  were  to  go  to  school 
there  should  be  a  room  in  which  to  re- 
ceive them,  and  this  must  be  provided 
by  the  ratepayers.  As  I  have  shown, 
the  real  meaning  of  the  Act  was  that 
the  school  board  should  supply  the  de- 
ficiency; but  before  any  action  could 
take  place  the  Act  provided  that  the 
consent  of  the  Department  must  be  ob- 
tained. I  find  that  the  school  aooom- 
modationin  Scotland  amounts  to  683,360 
places.  Well,  the  average  attendance  is 
only  471,175,  showing  that  there  is  a 
surplus  accommodation  of  over  212,185 
places.  Now,  perhaps  the  Scotch  Edu- 
cation Department  may  tell  us  that  there 
is  an  increase  going  on  in  the  popula- 
tion, and  that  it  is  necessary  to  keep  up 
with  it.  But  I  wish  to  point  out  that  the 
accommodation  is  increasing  in  greater 
ratio  than  the  attendance,  and  the  sur- 
plus is  increasing  year  by  year ;  and  I 
may  say  that  in  the  counties  of  Inver- 
ness and  Sutherland,  and  in  the  High- 
land parishes  generally,  the  accommoda- 
tion is  double  what  the  actual  attend- 
ance is.  You  are  saddling  the  rate- 
payers there  with  heavy  taxation,  and 
then  you  have  to  come  to  Parliament  for 
extra  grants.  What  is  the  reading  which 
the  Scotch  Education  Department  take 
of  their  duty  as  regards  school  accom- 
modation? They  take  the  number  of 
the  children  between  five  and  13  years 
of  age,  and  provide  accommodation  for 
these.  Can  there  be  anything  more  ab- 
surd f  In  Scotland  if  once  a  child 
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Standard  V.  it  is  entirely  free  of  the 
school  board,  and  all  that  the  board 
can  insist  on  is  accommodation  for  the 
time  during  which  the  child  may  reason- 
ably be  in  school,  and  for  the  time  the 
school  board  could  equip  him  and  send 
him  out  of  school.  You  will  find  the 
same  sort  of  fallacy  here  as  you  have 
fallen  into  before — namely,  that  having 
compulsory  powers  with  regard  to  chil- 
dren between  the  ages  of  five  and  1 3  years, 
you  assume  that  every  child  between 
those  ages  must  bo  in  school.  One  of  the 
fallacies  of  the  Scotch  Education  De- 
partment is  that  they  imagine  that  the 
number  of  children  on  the  roll  is  evi- 
dence of  great  educational  work,  whereas 
that  may  bo  evidence  of  neglect  of  work 
— of  the  school  board  keeping  children 
longer  at  school  than  they  ought  to  do. 
"What  has  been  the  result  as  regard 
the  different  schools  in  Scotland  ?  "We 
find  that  whilst  in  1872  half  the  schools 
were  State-aided,  in  1885  we  find  that 
five- sevenths  of  the  whole  number  of 
schools  in  Scotland  are  under  school 
board  management,  and  one -seventh 
under  other  management,  as  State-aided 
schools.  There  is  only  one-seventh  of  the 
whole  population  of  Scotland  who  belong 
to  the  upper  class  who  do  not  send  their 
children  to  these  schools  ;  so  that,  prac- 
tically, six- sevenths  of  the  whole  educa- 
tion of  Scotland  is  under  the  thumb  of 
the  Education  Department.  "Well,  Sir, 
what  is  the  result  of  all  this?  You 
simply  deprive  Scotland  of  one  of  the 
most  important  advantages — that  is  to 
say,  the  advantage  of  private  competition. 
We  are  told  that  in  Glasgow  only  7  per 
cent  of  those  on  the  roll  are  under  six 
years  of  ago,  while  the  percentage  of 
children  in  Scotland  under  six  years  of 
age  is  9 ;  and  when  you  come  to  Eng- 
land you  will  find  that  the  proportion  is 
larger.  It  is  said  in  Glasgow  that  Scotch 
parents  have  a  prejudice  against  sending 
their  children  early  to  school ;  but  that  is 
no  answer — for  this  reason,  because  we 
find  in  1874  that,  under  the  old  Code, 
15*64  per  cent  of  the  children  on  the  roll 
were  under  six  years  of  age.  And  then 
there  are  the  Roman  Catholic  schools  in 
Glasgow ;  they  have  probably  the  worst 
part  of  the  population  to  deal  with,  and 
yet  wo  find  that  the  Koman  Gatbolic 
schools  in  Glasgow  have  14*7  per  cent 
on  the  roll  under  six  years  of  age,  or 
double  the  percentage  that  there  is  on 
the  books  ox  the  Glasgow  Sohool  Boaxd. 


The  answer  will  be — *'0h,  but  then  the 
Homan  Catholics  take  an  interest  in  the 
children,  and  in  the  working  up  of  their 
schools."  Exactly  so ;  but  then  that  is 
the  best  evidence  we  can  have  that  pri- 
vate schools  ought  to  be  encouraged,  be- 
cause they  introduce  some  additional 
and  special  interest  in  the  children  on 
the  part  of  the  school  management. 
Again,  it  will  be  said,  perhaps,  that, 
having  established  public  schools  in  Scot- 
land, we  shall  be  burdening  the  rates  by 
allowing  the  establishment  of  private 
schools.  Now,  that  is  a  very  great 
fallacy.  It  has  been  found,  where  pri- 
vate schools  have  been  started  and  the 
work  of  the  board  schools  rendered  less, 
that  the  managers  have  been  able  propor- 
tionately to  reduce  the  staff  in  the  board 
schools,  so  that,  with  reduced  numbers, 
they  have  been  conducted  at  less  expense 
than  before  the  private  schools  were 
established.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
private  schools  are  the  cause  of  a  saving 
of  the  rates,  and  this  is  noticeable  par-- 
ticularly  in  the  case  of  Lancashire, 
where  the  average  school  attendance  is 
10,000  above  the  attendance  in  all  Scot- 
land ;  and  where,  in  Lancashire,  owing 
to  the  greater  prevalence  of  private 
schools,  the  amount  paid  by  the  rating 
authorities  is  only  £127,366,  as  against 
£443,684  for  all  Scotland.  Take  the 
case  of  Glasgow,  where  there  are 
14,000  children  in  the  Homan  Ca- 
tholic schools,  the  existence  of  these 
schools  saves  £10,000  per  annum  to 
the  ratepayers  of  Glasgow  ;  because 
if  you  shut  up  the  Homan  Catholic 
schools  you  would  have  to  saddle  the 
rates  with  the  amount.  Now,  let  us 
look  at  the  educational  results,  having 
spoken  about  the  expense  of  the  system. 
I  would  not  attempt  a  comparison  be- 
tween the  present  system  and  the  old 
system  of  Scotland,  or  say  which  is  best ; 
but  I  think  I  am  entitled  to  say  that  I 
will  point  out  the  defect  of  your  school 
board  system,  without  reference  to  the 
question  of  the  balance  between  the  two 
systems.  I  want  to  point  out  defects 
which  you  ought  to  be  able  to  remedy. 
Now,  the  sohool  board  system  is  based 
on  a  fallacious  principle.  It  aims  at 
uniformity  —  it  expects  equal  results 
from  all  children  of  the  same  age,  no 
matter  what  difference  there  may  be  in 
the  feeding,  clothing,  or  housing  of  the 
children.  You  have  to  make  your  sobool 
standard  so  low  ai  not  to  bear  hanhlj 
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on  children  of  feeble  ability.  What  is 
the  result  of  that  ?  We  have  in  Glasgow 
those  children  who  attend  school  one  day 
and  work  the  next  day,  and  yet  in  these 
half-time  schools  the  passes  average  96 
percent.  Take  Lancashire,  again,  and 
you  will  find  with  regard  to  the  half-time 
schools  a  similar  result.  Why  is  this? 
Because,  although  only  attending  school 
every  second  day,  you  have  discipline  in 
the  case  of  these  boys ;  they  are  sys- 
tematically at  work.  And  it  is  sys- 
tematic work  which  produces  this  result. 
What  is  the  result  under  the  full-time 
school- attendance  system?  We  know 
that  the  thing  which  can  be  done  at  any 
time  is  never  done  at  all ;  and  the  clever 
boy,  who  finds  the  lessons  easy,  is  taught 
simply  habits  of  laziness,  because  he 
has  to  wait  for  the  other  boys,  so  that 
they  may  all  pass  the  Standard  at  the 
same  time.  In  this  way  you  destroy  those 
habits  of  progress  which  ought  to  be  in- 
stilled into  every  boy ;  and  that  is  what  is 
being  done  in  Scotland.  There  is  an- 
other disadvantage  of  the  school  board 
system,  which  is  that  the  child  must 
attend  250  times  at  one  school  before  he 
can  be  presented  to  the  Inspector  for 
examination  to  earn  his  grant  and  pass 
his  Standard.  Take  the  case  of  Glas- 
gow, where  a  great  many  schools  are  in- 
spected between  December  and  March. 
We  find  that  if  a  parent  removes  to  an- 
other part  of  the  city,  the  child,  although 
attending  school  constantly,  will  be  kept 
back  at  the  new  school  one  year  in  his 
education,  because  he  has  not  attended 
250  times  in  that  school  prior  to  the  ex- 
amination. This  is  because  the  teacher 
will  not  get  any  grant  for  passing  him 
at  once,  and  so  he  keeps  the  child  till 
the  next  year.  At  the  same  time,  you 
compel  the  parents  to  pay  school  fees 
for  the  time  the  child  is  kept  back.  In 
Scotland,  where  there  are  so  many  re- 
movals, this  is  a  serious  grievance.  Then 
another  most  important  matter  is  that, 
so  far  as  Scotland  is  concerned,  you 
have  changed  altogether  the  motive  of 
the  teaching.  In  Scotland,  no  doubt, 
under  the  old  parochial  system,  the  sala- 
ries were  very  small,  and  the  teachers, 
on  the  average,  had  only  £50  a-year, 
with  free  house.  But  the  teacher  then 
had  a  position  in  the  parish,  and  teach- 
ing was  a  profession ;  but  now  you 
have  lowered  it  to  a  matter  of  pounds, 
shillings,  and  pence,  and  the  result  is 
that  a  teacher  aoes  not  now  look  so  much 
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to  the  advantage  of  the  children  under 
his  care,  his  only  thought  being  as  to  how 
much  money  he  is  to  have  for  the  work 
he  does — he  looks  forward  to  the  pecu- 
niary result  only.  If  he  passes  a  child 
he  gets  the  grant,  but  otherwise  he  g^ts 
nothing ;  and  so  he  neglects  the  clever 
children  who  are  sure  to  pass,  in  order 
to  concentrate  his  attention  on  those 
who  will  have  a  difficulty  in  pass- 
ing. So  far  as  Scotland  is  concerned 
the  board  schools  are  lowering  edu- 
cation. In  Scotland  we  had  formerly 
secondary  education  as  an  essential  pait 
of  elementary  school  teaching.  In  Soot- 
land,  no  matter  where  you  resided — 
supposing  you  resided  in  the  most  out- 
of-the-way  parish — you  found  a  school 
with  a  teacher  competent  to  prepare 
children  for  the  Universities;  and  the 
result  was  that  the  Highlands  of  Scot- 
land wore  equal  to  any  other  part  of 
the  country  in  the  matter  of  education, 
and  you  found  that  pupils  were  turned 
out  capable  of  entering  the  Scotch  Uni- 
versities, and  of  eventually  occupying 
distinguished  positions  in  the  world. 
But  what  is  the  state  of  things  now? 
In  the  board  schools  in  Scotiand,  in 
1880,  there  were  596  pupils  in  the  third 
stage  of  Latin  ;  in  1884  the  number  was 
reduced  to  532,  a  reduction  of  11  per 
cent ;  there  was  also  a  reduction,  in  the 
third  stage,  of  50  per  cent  in  mechanics ; 
26  per  cent  in  animal  physiology;  9 
per  cent  in  domestic  economy;  and  7 
per  cent  in  magnetism  and  electri- 
city. All  this  reduction  has  been 
going  on,  while  in  the  last  four  years 
the  attendance  in  the  board  schools 
has  increased  by  44,000.  So  that  the 
higher  education  will  be  found  to  be 
going  down  year  by  year.  It  would  be 
a  gross  mistake  to  imagine  that  in  a 
country  like  Scotland,  where  the  popu- 
lation is  so  much  scattered,  that  you  can 
meet  the  wants  of  the  people  by  secon- 
dary schools.  In  secondary  schools  you 
lack  the  enthusiasm  of  the  teacher  in 
the  early  training  of  his  pupils,  whereby 
he  is  led  to  single  out  the  clever  children, 
and  to  inspire  in  them  the  desire  for 
secondary  education,  at  the  same  time 
directing  their  elementary  training  to- 
wards that  goal.  In  England  the  school 
fees  average  9«.  Ad,^  as  against  16#.  5i. 
in  Glasgow  and  1 3«.  for  all  Scotland ; 
and  we  find  school  attendance,  and  the 
attendance  of  the  younger  or  infant 
children,  increase  as  the  school  fees  get 
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less — the  attendance  being  highest  in 
England,  second  highest  in  all  Scotland, 
and  lowest  in  Glasgow.  To  sum  up,  the 
great  evil  of  the  school  board  system 
is  that  in  Scotland  you  do  not  develop 
the  faculties  of  the  child,  and  do  not 
give  him  an  opportunity  of  continuous 
progress.  You  fix  a  standard,  and  send 
all  the  children  into  that  standard  at 
once,  and  keep  them  moving  to- 
gether, instead  of  adopting  the  old 
parochial  system  of  allowing  the  child 
to  progress  according  to  his  individual 
ability.  I  think  I  have  given  sufficient 
reasons  to  satisfy  this  Committee  that 
as  in  England  you  have  a  Commission 
sitting  to  inquire  into  the  working  of  the 
English  Education  Act,  so  we  ought  to 
have  a  similar  Commission  appointed 
for  Scotland.  I  think  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  Scotch  educational  system  has 
been  worked  from  England,  and  that, 
therefore,  of  course,  the  same  evil  re- 
sults as  you  have  in  England  have  taken 
place  in  Scotland.  The  only  difference 
is  that,  unlike  Scotland,  in  England  you 
had  no  educational  system  to  spoil.  I 
think  this  is  an  opportune  moment  for 
bringing  these  matters  before  the  Scotch 
Education  Department.  I  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  understand  that  I  have  put 
forward  this  question  in  no  hostile  spirit, 
but  simply  with  the  view  of  urging  upon 
the  Government  the  necessity  oi  seriously 
considering  whether  the  time  has  not 
arrived  for  causing  a  thorough  investi- 
gation to  be  made  into  the  working  of 
the  Scotch  Education  Act. 

Mr.  E.  EOBERTSON  (Dundee) :  I 
would  not  trouble  the  Committee  with 
any  observations  only  that  we  are  about 
to  begin  a  long  Vacation,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  will  have  dur- 
ing that  time  ample  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering any  suggestions  that  may  now 
be  made ;  and  if  there  are  any  sugges- 
tion that  he  approves  of,  and  upon  which 
he  can  take  action,  we  shall  have  saved 
a  whole  Session  by  bringing  them  for- 
ward. I  have  not  had  the  advantage  of 
hearing  my  hon.  Friend  who  preceded 
me,  except  in  his  concluding  remarks;  but 
if  I  understood  my  hon.  Friend  rightly, 
he  attacked  a  good  many  features  of 
the  present  school  system  in  Scotland  on 
various  grounds,  and  charged  the  re- 
sponsibility for  the  whole  upon  the  fact 
that  for  many  years  past  Scottish  educa- 
tion has  been  dominated,  not  by  native. 


but  by  English  ideas.  On  that  point  I 
agree  with  my  hon.  Friend  ;  and  I  wish 
to  carry  forward  the  argument,  and  call 
the  attention  of  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land to  one  or  two  points  which  I  think 
are  well  worthy  of  his  consideration. 
First  of  all,  I  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two 
about  the  Training  Colleges.  These 
Training  Colleges  cost  the  Government 
£27,000  a-year.  AVhat  they  cost  the 
owners  I  have  no  means  of  knowing; 
but  they  cost  the  State  and  Imperial 
system  £27,000  a-year.  Now,  my  first 
objection — and  here  I  cannot  expect  to 
have  any  expression  of  sympathy  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman — is  that  they 
are  denominational  and  sectarian.  I 
have  listened  during  the  last  week  to 
praises  of  sectarianism  in  education 
from  hon.  Members  below  the  Gangway 
on  both  sides  of  the  House.  This  is 
about  the  only  point  now  on  which  the 
Tories  and  the  Parnellites  are  in  agree- 
ment. I,  therefore,  cannot  expect  any 
sympathy  for  my  views  from  either  of 
these  sections  of  the  House ;  but  I  assure 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that,  so  far  as 
I  have  been  able  to  judge,  the  public 
opinion  of  Scotland  on  this  question  is 
with  those  who  object  to  the  denomina- 
tional system,  though,  now  that  I  remem- 
ber them,  I  think  my  hon.  Friend's  re- 
marks rather  tended  to  support  it.  But, 
apart  from  the  objection  to  sectarianism, 
the  sectarianism  of  the  Training  Colleges 
has  this  extra  absurdity — that  the 
Colleges  are  meant  to  supply  with 
teachers  a  system  that  is  becoming  more 
and  more  undenominational  every  day. 
The  sectarian  schools  in  Scotland  are 
dying  out.  The  native  religious  deno- 
minations— the  Presbyterian  denomina- 
tions— are  gradually  giving  up  their 
hold  upon  the  schools.  There  are,  in 
fact,  comparatively  few  Established 
Church  and  Free  Church  schools  left. 
The  only  sectarian  schools  which  are 
growing  in  numbers  are  the  Episco- 
palian and  Roman  Catholic  schools ;  and 
in  Presbyterian  Scotland,  of  course,  these 
denominations  do  not  count.  It  is  an 
additional  absurdity  that  you  should 
attempt  to  man  an  unsectarian  system 
with  teachers  in  sectarian  seminaries; 
and— to  recur  to  what  I  started  with — 
this  denominationalism  in  the  training 
of  schoolmasters  is  one  of  the  evil  results 
which  we  owe  to  our  educational  system 
having  been  changed  to  the  backward 
and  OanBervatiye  and  prejudiced  public 
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school  system  of  England.  My  next  ob- 
jection to  the  training  seminaries  is 
that  they  are  not  doing  their  work  well. 
The  work  they  are  doing  is  work  which 
ought  to  be  done  by  the  Universities, 
which  the  Universities  would  do  very 
much  better,  and  which  they  are  anxious 
to  do.  Aberdeen  and  St.  Andrew's, 
which  are  so  situated  that  they  com- 
mand peculiar  advemtage  for  the  train- 
ing of  schoolmasters,  are  particularly 
anxious  to  take  in  hand  this  great  public 
work,  and  we  interfere  with  their  laud- 
able ambition  on  account  of  being  bound 
to  take  this  sectarian  training  school 
system  that  I  have  spoken  of.  I  have  to 
express  my  disappointment  that  this  very 
important  subject  of  the  extent  to  which 
the  training  of  public  schoolmasters  can 
be  undertaken  by  the  Universities  has 
been  dealt  with  in  a  most  meagre,  im- 
perfect, and  iadequate  manner  in  the 
last  Heport  of  the  Council  of  Education 
in  Scotland.  All  you  have  in  that  Re- 
port is  a  bare  allusion  of  the  most 
grudging  character,  which  promises  the 
usual  official  consideration  to  the  ques- 
tion, and,  smiling,  puts  it  by.  In  the 
body  of  the  Heport  you  have  from  the 
Chief  Inspector  of  Training  Schools,  Dr. 
Wilson,  an  allusion  to  the  subject  which 
illustrates  the  backward  spirit  which 
prevails  in  regard  to  this  question  in 
official  quarters.  Dr.  Wilson  advo- 
cates, not  that  schoolmasters  should  be 
trained  as  members  of  other  learned 
Professions  in  Scotland  are  trained  at 
the  Universities,  but  that  a  select  few  of 
them  should  attend  a  few  classes ;  and 
let  the  Committee  mark  the  reasons. 
He  said — 

"  If  you  send  a  few  of  these  schoolmaster 
students  to  the  Universities  they  will  have  the 
great  advantage  of  mixing  with  the  students 
following  the  learned  Professions  who  are  going 
to  follow  a  far  dififcrent  career  from  their 
own.'* 

That  is  where  the  difference  comes  in. 
The  career  of  students  who  attend  the 
Scottish  Universities  are  very  much  the 
same,  in  many  instances,  as  those  of 
the  students  who  attend  the  Training 
Colleges.  Do  you  suppose  that  the 
village  doctor,  the  parish  minister,  the 
Dissenting  minister,  in  the  very  neigh- 
bourhood, or  in  the  intimacy  of  whom 
your  schoolmaster  is  going  to  pass  his 
life,  are  the  beings  of  a  superior  social 
order  to  whom  Dr.  Wilson  alludes  in  his 
Seport  ?    I  think  Dr.  Wilson  ha?  got 
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hold  of  the  wrong  end  of  the  argument. 
I  think  that,  instead  of  selecting  a  few 
students,  and  sending  them  to  the  Uni- 
versities to  see  how  these  superior  beings 
conduct  themselves,  the  whole  body  of 
these  schoolmasters  should  be  turned 
over  to,  and  the  training  of  them  un- 
dertaken by,  those  who  have  charge  of 
the  education  of  the  higher  Professions 
in  Scotland.     The  only  argument  I  have 
ever  heard  advanced  against  the  trans- 
ference of  the  Training  College  students 
to  the  Universities    is    that    the  Uni- 
versities  have    no    practising    schools. 
Well,  it  is  a  very  curious  thing  that 
those  who    make   this   objection  never 
seem  to  recognize  that  practising  schools 
are  not  a  necessity  of  the  training  for 
the  higher  schools  in  England  and  Scot- 
land.    You  never  hear  of  a  practising 
school  for  the  training  of  schoolmasters 
who  are  going  to  Eton  or  Harrow.     You 
trust  the  students  to  pick  up  the  faculty 
of  teaching  partly  from  being  successful 
students,  and  partly  from  the  advice  and 
guidemce  of  the  masters  under  whom 
they  are  trained;  and,  for  my  own  part,  I 
have  always  thought  that  you  may  rely 
very  much  on  the  same  thing  in  regard 
to   the  elementary   school  master.     But 
even  if  that  were  not  so,  you  may,  I  be- 
lieve, command  in   all  the  University 
towns,  not,  perhaps,  a  special  practising 
school  such  as  you  have  in  Edinburgh, 
but    the    ordinary  public    State  -  sup- 
ported schools  of  the  town,  and  you  can 
make  them  practising  schools.     At  all 
events,  you  have  in  two,  if  not  three,  of 
the  Universities  special  Chairs  of  Edu- 
cation, the  incumbents  of  which  are,  I 
believe,  well    qualified,    and   only  too 
anxious,   to   take  in  charge  this  great 
public  matter  of  the  training  of  the  public 
schoolmasters  of  Scotland.     Let  me,  in 
leaving  this  subject,  point  to  one  halluci- 
nation which  still  seems  to  hang  about 
the  Education  Office,  which  had  chaim 
of  English  and  Scottish  education.    The 
old  idea  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on 
Education  was  that  there  was  so  little  in 
the  Profession  of  a  National  schoolmaster 
to  tempt  the  young  men  to  undertake  it 
that  they  had  to  be  bribed  to  undertake 
it ;  and,  moreover,  that  they  had  to  be 
mutilated  for  it  in  order  to  be  incapable 
of  following  other  Professions.     If  that 
were  true  it  certainly  is  no  longer  so. 
The  Profession  of  the  National  school- 
master is  certainly  self-supporting.  8ala« 
ries  are  increasing  every  day ;  the  poai* 
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tion  is  becoming  better  every  day ;  and 
I  think  it  is  time  we  should  allow  this 
Profession  to  look  after  itself,  and  allow 
those  who  wish  training  for  it  to  take 
their  chance  with  men  who  are  training 
for  other  Professions.  I  believe  that  Free 
Trade  in  the  training  of  your  National 
teachers  will  give  you  at  least  as  good 
and,  I  verily  believe,  better  men  than 
you  can  possibly  have  now.  Well,  Sir, 
what  I  have  said  about  Training  Col- 
leges is  only  one  part  of  a  much  larger 
subject  which  I  am  certain,  whoever 
happens  to  be  Secretary  for  Scotland, 
will  very  soon  have  to  direct  his  at- 
tention to.  What  we  want  in  Scotland 
is  more  decentralization  in  educational 
affairs.  Wo  want  Home  Rule  in  Scottish 
education.  There  has  been  growing  of 
late  years  a  feeling  to  which  my  hon. 
Friend  has  given  partial  expression  to- 
night—a feeling  of  dissatisfaction  with 
the  red-tape  system  under  which  Scottish 
education  has  laboured  for  so  many 
years.  My  hon.  Friend  gives  us  a  re- 
markable instance,  from  which  I  do  not 
know  that  he  drew  the  same  inference 
that  I  draw;  but  he  told  us  that  the 
half-timers  in  Glasgow  pass  better  exa- 
minations than  the  full-timers  in  Glas- 
gow or  anywhere  else.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  hon.  Geutleman  wanted  to 
draw  the  inference  that  we  ought  to 
resort  to  half-time  universally;  but  the 
conclusion  I  came  to  is  that  the  routine 
examination  of  percentages  by  Inspectors 
and  Examiners  is  a  mistake,  and  is  no 
real  test  whatever  of  the  value  of  the 
education  which  is  being  conferred  on 
the  children  of  Scotch  parents.  We  have 
deposits  in  Scotland  from  that  which  was 
an  excellent  model  for  educational  man- 
agement. For  centuries  Scottish  educa- 
tion was  managed  by  a  local  area — the 
area  of  Presbytery.  That,  in  itself,  at 
one  time  was  an  excellent  system.  In 
course  of  time  it  became  a  sectarian 
system  ;  but  you  passed  away  from  the 
government  of  the  Presbytery — the  go- 
vernment of  the  clergy — which  was  a 
mild  and  a  gentle,  and,  I  believe,  an 
effective  rule,  and  you  have  handed  over 
your  system  to  West  End  clerks  in  Lon- 
don, who  never  in  their  lives  knew  any- 
thing about  it.  Now,  you  have  got  to 
reverse  your  system.  You  are  not,  of 
course,  going  back  to  the  Presbytery. 
Denominationalism  is  past  praying  for 
in  Scotland ;  but  you  can  go  back  to  the 
local  area,  on  which  our  old  Scotch  sys- 


tem was  based,  and  if  we  have  that  we 
can  have  an  effective  Board  in  Edin- 
burgh to  which  we  can  hand  over  the 
control  of  any  funds  granted  by  the 
State  for  the  purpose  of  education,  in- 
stead of  to  clerks  at  Dover  House,  and 
this  Board  would  manage  them  better. 
There  is  just  one  other  matter  of  detail 
to  which  I  would  like  to  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee.  I  think  it  is 
high  time  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  re- 
vised, in  the  way  I  have  endeavoured  to 
indicate,  the  Inspectorship  system  at 
present  prevailing  in  Scotland.  I  dare- 
say a  good  many  Members  of  the  Com- 
mittee have  seen  the  evidence  that  Mr. 
Arnold  gave  before  the  Commission  now 
inquiring  into  National  Education  in 
England.  He  was  asked  as  to  the  In- 
spectors appointed  in  England — I  am 
only  quoting  from  memory,  but  this 
was  the  substance  of  the  question  put 
to  him — whether  the  men  appointed  as 
Inspectors  were  appointed  on  account  of 
any  supposed  qualification  for  the  office  ? 
The  reply  was  to  the  effect  that  that  was 
the  last  thing  that  was  thought  of,  and 
that  the  Inspectors  were  appointed,  not 
because  they  had  any  special  fitness,  or 
because  they  knew  anything  about  the 
work,  but  because  they  were  yoimg 
University  men  with  good  testimonials, 
or,  what  was  the  same  thing,  with  con- 
siderable influence.  You  will  have  to 
drop  all  that  sort  of  thing  in  Scotland 
when  once  you  hand  over  the  manage- 
ment of  school  affairs  to  the  peo]^e. 
You  may  depend  upon  it  that  they  will 
be  as  much  alive  to  it  as  the  Committee 
of  Council  on  Education  in  England ;  in 
fact,  I  do  not  know  that  the  latter  have 
ever  adopted  a  single  reform  that  has 
not  been  forced  upon  them.  Once  you 
hand  over  the  management  of  the  public 
school  system  to  the  people  themselves 
in  their  local  areas,  whether  counties  or 
towns,  rely  upon  it  that  you  will  see  that 
the  standard  of  public  education  is  kept 
up,  and  it  may  also  be  relied  on  that 
the  people  will  not  select,  as  judges  of 
the  efficiency  of  that  system,  young  gen* 
tlemen  from  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  who 
have  probably  never  entered  an  elemen- 
tary school  in  their  lives,  and  would 
probably  manage  nothing  worse  than 
one  of  these  schools  if  they  were  set  to 
manage  it.  The  people  will  utilize  the 
Inspectorships  as  fair  prizes  for  the  men 
who  have  worked  under  the  system,  and 
will  set  men  to  test  the  system  who  have 
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had  experience  of  its  working.  I  sym- 
pathize with  the  spirit  which  prompts 
these  suggestions— which  are  not  mine, 
but  are  universally  made  outside.  I 
would  suggest  that,  instead  of  having  a 
few  assistant  Scotch  Inspectors  to  help 
the  supervising  Inspectors  appointed 
from  the  English  Universities,  we  should 
take  the  bull  by  the  horns,  and  whilst 
keeping  the  present  Inspectors  in  office 
— ^you  could  not  well  do  otherwise  with 
them — take  care,  in  all  new  appoint- 
ments, to  select  men  who  know  the  sys- 
tem they  are  to  deal  with.  I  think  that 
is  all  I  have  to  say  to  the  Committee  on 
this  very  important  subject.  I  will  only 
conclude  by  saying  that  I  am  perfectly 
certain  that  no  person  has  held  the  Office 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  holds 
now,  and  I  believe  that  no  person  will 
hold  it,  who  is  better  qualified  than  he 
is  to  deal  with  educational  matters  in 
Scotland.  I  am  sure  he  will  receive  the 
suggestions  made  to  him  in  the  spirit  in 
which  they  are  offered.  He  has  not,  of 
course,  the  advantage  of  representing  a 
Scotch  constituency ;  but  I  believe  he 
has  the  advantage  of  being  a  Scotch- 
man. I  trust  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  take  into  consideration,  as  a  whole, 
this  matter  of  public  education  in  Scot- 
land, and  more  particularly  that  he  will 
take  it  in  hand  in  connection  with  that 
other  question  he  is  bound  also  to  take 
up— namely,  the  question  of  University 
reform  in  Scotland.  [Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four :  Hear,  hear !]  i  am  glad  to  hear 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  cheer  that  re- 
mark, because  my  firm  conviction  is  that 
there  is  no  use  attempting  reform  in 
Scottish  Universities  unless  it  is  made 
part  and  parcel  of  a  general  educational 
reform  which  will  take  in  hand  the 
whole  National  school  system  in  Scot- 
land, and,  more  particularly,  with  that 
portion  which  deals  with  the  training 
of  schoolmasters  for  the  service  of  the 
State. 

The  SECRETAEY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Manchester,  E.) : 
I  have  no  right  to  complain  of  the 
length  of  the  speeches  which  have  been 
delivered  if  I  consider  the  importance  of 
the  subject  with  which  they  deal ;  but 
I  think  the  Committee  will  agree  with 
me  that  it  is  not  a  consideration  of  that 
kind  alone  that  we  must  consult  now, 
and  you  will  therefore  forgive  mo  if,  in 
replying  to  the  two  able  and  exhaustive 
speeches  we  had  heard,  I 'condense  my 
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remarks  into  the  briefest  possible  limits* 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  jast  sat 
down  looks  forward  to  a  possible  decen- 
tralization which  shall  substitute  for  the 
existing  Body  at  Dover  House  a  Board 
of  Education  in  Scotland.  I  confess  I 
find  it  rather  difficult,  in  my  capaci^  as 
Scottish  Secretary,  to  meet  all  the  wishes 
in  regard  to  Scottish  Government  that 
I  come  across,  when  I  recollect  that 
when  we  were  discussing  other  Esti- 
mates only  a  few  days  ago  the  complaint 
against  the  Office  of  Scottish  Secretary 
was  that  I  had  not  sufficient  control  over 
the  Boards  in  Edinburgh  in  the  conduot 
of  other  Scottish  affairs.  Yet,  as  I  under- 
stand the  hon.  Gentleman,  he  desires  to 
institute  in  Edinburgh  a  Board  precisely 
as  independent  of  the  Scottish  Secretary 
in  regard  to  education  as  at  the  present 
moment  are  the  Board  of  Supervision 
and  the  Fishery  Board  ;  so  that,  in  that 
respect,  he  will  be  found  to  differ  from. 
some  of  his  Liberal  Friends  who  sit  near 
him.  The  hon.  Gentleman  who  initiated 
this  debate  made  a  general  attack  upon 
the  whole  system  of  school  boards  in 
Scotland,  and  he  told  us  that  they  en- 
tirely failed  in  that  which  was  their 
primary  object  of  compelling  a  larger 
attendance  of  the  children  of  the  poor 
in  the  elementary  schools.  In  order  to 
support  that  contention  he  produced  a 
large  body  of  statistics,  which  I  confess 
I  am  unable  to  look  upon  as  other  than 
inconsistent  with  the  results  which  might 
be  broadly  arrived  at  from  a  considera- 
tion of  the  present  system.  As  to  this 
question  of  attendance,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man says  we  did  not  give  statistics 
enough ;  but  I  will  give  him  one  piece 
of  statistics  that  ought  to  convince  him. 
According  to  the  information  of  the 
Educational  Commission  of  1865,  I  find 
that  the  number  of  attendances  in  in- 
spected schools  at  that  time  was  105,000. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  said  it  would  not 
be  fair  to  take  inspected  schools  alone,  • 
and  wanted  to  take  uninspected  schools 
as  well,  so  as  to  make  the  comparison 
fair.  I  add  to  that  figure  122,000  for 
non  -  inspected  schools  and  29,000  at- 
tending private  adventure  schools,  giving 
a  total  of  256,000.  The  attendance  now 
in  inspected  schools  is  not  256,000,  but 
over  455,000.  Now,  whatever  deduc- 
tions you  may  be  able  to  make  from 
that,  surely  the  broad  result  remains 
that  the  effect  of  the  Act  of  187i,  and 
the  subsequent  modifications  which  have 


861 


Supply — Civil 


\  Sbftembbb  17,1 886  \        Service  Hititnales. 


862 


been  introduced  into  it,  have  been  enor- 
mously to  increase  the  attendance  of 
children  at  inspected  schools  in  Soot- 
land.  The  hon.  Gentleman  in  general 
attacked  the  Echool  board  system,  and 
especially  that  embodiment  of  the  system 
which  exists  in  Glasgow ;  and  part  of 
his  able  speech  was  devoted  to  an  attack 
on  the  Glasgow  School  Board  and  upon 
one  of  my  Predecessors  (Mr.  Mundella), 
who  appears  in  this  House  to  have  com- 
mitted himself  to  some  eulogy  of  the 
Glasgow  School  Board  which  greatly 
raised  the  wrath  of  the  hon.  Gentleman. 
I  am  not  responsible  for  the  statement 
of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield 
(Mr.  Mundella) ;  but  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  all  I  have  heard  of  the  Glasgow 
School  Board  induces  me  to  believe  that 
it  is  a  Body  which  exercises  its  functions 
with  great  ability,  zeal,  and  discretion. 
When  the  hon.  Gentleman  tells  us  that 
the  Glasgow  School  Board  so  manage 
their  affairs  that  the  poor  have  their  in- 
terests sacrificed  to  the  benefit  of  the 
rich,  I  would  remind  him  that,  after  all, 
the  Glasgow  School  Board  is  an  elected 
Body  ;  that  the  working  classes  of  Glas- 
gow have  the  entire  control  of  that 
Board ;  that  the  Scottish  Office,  centra- 
lized though  it  is  at  Dover  House,  has 
no  power  of  control  whatever  over  that 
Board ;  and  that  for  its  offences,  if  of- 
fences it  has,  it  alone  is  responsible. 
Then  the  hon.  Gentlemen  went  on  to 
state  that  under  the  present  system  we 
have  compelled  Scotland  to  over-build 
itself  in  the  matter  of  schools.  If  Scot- 
land is  over- built,  the  people  responsible 
for  it  are  not  either  the  English  Educa- 
tion Department  as  it  was  constituted 
before,  or  the  present  Scottish  Education 
Department.  The  people  responsible  for 
it  were  a  Board  of  the  kind  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  wishes  to  see  started  in 
Edinburgh — namely,  the  Scottish  Edu- 
cation Board.  [*'No!"]  Yes;  they, 
and  they  alone,  are  responsible,  if  over- 
building there  is.  But  I  must  rather 
take  exception  to  the  reasoning  by  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  proved  there  was 
over-building.  He  compared  the  accom- 
modation in  Highland  schools  with  the 
number  of  attendances,  and  he  proved 
easily  enough  that  on  that  principle  of 
comparison  there  is  a  great  deal  more 
school  accommodation  thau  is  required. 
But  what  you  ought  to  compare  is  not 
the  accommodation  in  the  Highland 
counties  with  the  actual    attendances, 


but  the  attendances  that  there  ought  to 
be  in  those  counties,  because,  as  the 
hon.  Gentleman  is  perfectly  aware,  the 
Highland  counties  have  lagged  far  be- 
hind the  rest  of  Scotland  in  this  respect 
—  so  far  behind  tliat  we  have  been 
obliged  to  give,  at  the  cost  of  the  tax- 
payers, great  additional  stimulus  to  at- 
tendance, in  these  schools,  in  order,  if 
possible,  to  bring  them  up  to  the  level 
which  obtains  in  the  rest  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  Then  the  hon.  Gentleman 
told  us  that  State-aided  schools  are  cut- 
ting out  private  enterprize.  I  admit  the 
fact ;  but  I  do  not  understand  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  suggested  any  remedy. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber means  that  board  schools  are  cutting 
out  private  enterprize,  or  that  State- 
aided  schools  are  doing  so. 

Me.  CALDWELL  (Glasgow,  St. 
Eollox) :  Board  schools. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUE  :  The  action  of 
the  Department  is  strictly  limited  by  law 
in  that  matter.  In  England,  I  under- 
stand, where  a  school  board  already 
provides  sufficient  accommodation,  it  is 
not  possible  to  erect  a  denominational 
school.  That  is  not  the  case  in  Scotland. 
In  Scotland  any  denomination  which  has 
an  adequate  number  of  members  in  a 
school  board  district  may,  if  it  pleases, 
erect  a  school  and  will  get  from  the 
Public  Funds  a  grant  for  that  school. 
That  does  not  appear  to  satisfy  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  he  wants  the  Govern- 
ment to  sanction  the  erection  of  schools 
which  are  not  denominational  schools, 
but  which  shall  receive  a  public  grant, 
and  shall  be  rivals  to  the  board  schools. 
If  that  is  the  hon.  Gentleman's  object 
there  are  two  objections  to  it.  The  first 
is  that  we  cannot  do  it  as  the  law  at 
present  stands.  The  second  objection 
would  be  that  you  would  indeed,  if  you 
did  carry  it  out,  produce  that  over-bmld- 
ing  of  schools  in  Scotland  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  in  another  part  of  his 
speech  so  strongly  objected  to.  If  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  plan  were  carried  into 
effect,  you  might  then  have  in  every 
parish  a  beard  school  and  another  school 
not  being  a  denominational  school,  which 
would  receive  a  public  grant,  and  which 
would  attract  scholars  from  the  board 
schools.  Whatever  merit  that  scheme 
would  have  it  would  undoubtedly  have 
the  demerit  of  greatly  and  purposelessly 
augmenting  the  school  accommodation 
in  Scotland.    Then— and  this  io  the  last 


868 


Supply-^  Civil 


{COMMONS} 


Service  SstimtUee. 


864 


obserration  I  shall  have  to  make — the 
hon.  Gentleman  mourned  the  old  paro- 
chial By  stem.     I  also  mourn  some  of  the 
things  we  have  lost  in  the  old  parochial 
system.     I  recognize  the  enormous  debt 
which  Scotland  owes  to  that  system.     I 
quite  grant  the  elasticity  which  exists  in 
tne  old  parochial  schools,  and  that  the 
teaching  which,  in  country  districts,  was 
given  under  that  system,  which  in  Eng- 
land we  should  call  the  secondary  branch 
of  education,  is  admirable.     I  grant  all 
that ;  but  if  you  are  to  drag  into  your 
educational  net  the  whole  population  of 
the  labouring  class  in  Scotland,  it  is  in- 
evitable that  that  system  should  vanish, 
and  that  for  it  you    should   substitute 
some  system   like  the   present,    and   I 
would  remind  the  hon.  Gentleman  that 
though  in  country  districts  I  admit  there 
may  be  some  loss  in  the  teaching  of  these 
higher  subjects,  if  we  are  to   look  to 
Scottish  education    as  a  whole,   so  far 
from  there  being  a  falling-off  in   the 
teaching  of  these  higher  siibjects  in  the 
elementary    schools,    the    teaching    in 
them    is    greatly  augmented.      I   find 
that  in  the  higher  subjects  2,000   out 
of  3,000    inspected  schools   took  some 
of  these  subjects  up;  that  over  60,000 
scholars  were  presented  in  one  or  other 
of  the  subjects,  instead  of  4,400  when 
the  svstem  was  initiated  in   1873;  and 
that  the  number  presented  last  year  in 
Latin   was   6,037,  and  in  mathematics 
3,800.  In  the  face  of  these  statistics  we 
may  drop  a  tear  over  the  parochial  sys- 
tem ;  but  I  think  we  cannot  truly  main- 
tain that,  taking  the  length  and  breadth 
of  Scotland,    education   in   the   higher 
subjects   has  really  seriously  suffered. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Dundee  (Mr.  E. 
Robertson)  has    referred    to    Training 
Colleges.     Though  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  hon.  Member's  views  ou  secondary 
education — and  I  should  like  to  say  a 
word  or  two  about  that  if  there  were 
time— I  feel  that  the  subject  of  Training 
Colleges  requires  consideration.    I  have 
been  asked,  both  by  him  and  the  other 
hon.  Member  who  spoke,  whether  I  will 
api)oint  a  Commission  to  inquire  into 
Scottish  education  on  the  same  lines  as 
the  English  Commission?     I   think   it 
highly  inexpedient  that  there  should  be 
two  Commissions  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  E.  EOBERTSON  (Dundee) :  I 
did  not  make  that  suggestion.  I  am 
content  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.     I  have  more  confi- 
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dence  in  him  than  I  should  have  in  % 
Commission. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  He  threw  it 
out  as  a  suggestion. 

Mr.  E.  ROBERTSON :  No ;  not  I. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  A  CommiBsion 
to  inquire  into  the  same  branch  of  the 
subject  in  Scotland  in  addition  to  the 
Commission  in  England  would  produce 
confusion  probably,  and  delay  certainly ; 
but  I  do  think  it  might  be  desirable  to  ap- 
point a  small  Departmental  Committee, 
or  something  analogous  —  \LaughieT^ 
[An  hon.  Member:  Of  Scottish  Mem- 
bers.]— an  independent  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  national  aspect  of  the 
Training  Colleges,  and  into  the  question 
of  area  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
raised,  and  possibly  into  one  or  two 
other  points  not  touched  upon  by  the 
great  Commission  now  sitting.  I  hope 
hon.  Members  will  admit  that  I  have 
been  sufficiently  brief  in  my  remarks, 
and  I  trust  we  shall  now  be  allowed  to 
take  the  Vote. 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness)  :  I  should 
like  to  know  why  there  are  certain 
burgh  parishes  that  obtain  the  special 
grant  while  others  are  debarred  from  it  f 
The  people  living  in  the  parishes  belong 
to  the  same  class  as  those  in  the  parishes 
benefited  by  the  grants,  and  require  the 
same  stimulus.  I  also  desire  informa- 
tion as  to  why  the  Department  eiye  4«. 
to  one  teacher  and  10«.  to  another  for 
the  passing  of  a  pupil  in  certain  sub- 
jects. In  both  cases  the  examination 
which  takes  place  is  the  same ;  but  in 
one  case  the  teacher  happens  to  be  an 
undergraduate  and  the  other  is  not. 
Men  of  the  old  schoolmaster  class  are 
not  considered  very  eligible  for  new  ap- 
pointments, because,  as  a  rule,  they  are 
not  graduates,  and  therefore  for  ererj 
pupil  they  pass  the  school  board  only 
receives  4.t.,  whereas  if  the  teacher  hap- 
pens to  be  an  undergraduate  the  board 
receives  10#.  for  every  pupil  passed. 
This  state  of  things  acts  very  unfairly 
upon  the  groat  bulk  of  the  old  teachers 
of  Scotland.  The  position  of  the  teacher 
under  the  present  system  is  not  what  it 
ought  to  be.  I  cannot  altogether  ap- 
prove of  the  aut  viiam  aut  cn'pam  tenure 
of  office  of  the  old  system  ;  but  I  think 
there  ought  to  be  more  security  of  tenure 
given  to  a  teacher  than  there  is  at  pre- 
sent. Nowadays  a  teacher  can  be  dis- 
missed at  the  whim  or  caprice  of  the 
school  board.    A  teacher  ought    eer- 
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tainlj  to  have  the  right  to  appeal  to  the 
Education  Department.  I  know  of 
several  cases  of  arbitrary  dismissal  of 
teachers,  dismissals  which  could  never 
have  been  upheld  had  there  been  the 
right  of  appeal.  I  hope  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  will 
consider  the  question  of  the  status  of 
teachers,  and  endeavour  to  give  them 
more  security  of  office  aud  to  make  them 
more  iudependent.  Under  the  old  sys- 
tem teachers  were  too  independent ;  but 
now  they  were  too  much  at  the  mercy  of 
local  influences.  I  am  afraid  that  the 
argument  of  my  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  St.  Kollox  Division  of  Glas- 
gow (Mr.  Caldwell)  has  been  misunder- 
stood by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four). My  hon.  Friend  pointed  out  that 
the  old  endowments  of  Glasgow,  which 
were  given  for  the  education  of  the  poor 
and  needy  children,  have  now  been  de- 
voted to  the  education  of  the  children 
of  the  rich  and  well-to-do. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Glasgow,  St. 
HoUox) :  Perhaps  I  may  be  permitted 
to  reply  to  one  or  two  observations  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour).  I 
think  it  would  have  been  more  judi- 
cious if,  considering  the  amount  of 
care  with  which  the  statistics  I  have 
laid  before  the  Committee  were  pre- 
pared, the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
suspended  his  judgment  regarding 
them,  and  had  refrained  from  either 
condemning  or  eulogizing  the  Glasgow 
School  Board  until  he  bad  thoroughly 
considered  the  matter.  I  think  he  will 
find  that  the  object  I  had  in  view  was 
to  present  a  different  view  of  Scotch 
education  to  that  which  was  presented 
to  him  through  the  Official  Department. 
He  has  asked  me  to  refer  to  the  statis- 
tics of  lb65,  from  which  I  shall  see  that 
the  attendance  was  not  so  great  at  that 
time  as  it  is  now.  I  have  much  more 
reliable  statistics  than  those  of  the  Com- 
missiun.  I  have  the  statistics  of  the 
Board  of  Education  in  Scotland  for  1^^74. 
These  statistics  show  us  that  in  1872, 
when  the  School  Board  system  came 
into  operation,  in  only  753  parishes  in 
Scotland  there  were  461,086  children 
attending  school,  and  that  there  were 
658,*i58  children  between  five  and  13 
years  of  age  in  those  parishes  ;  showing 
that  the  school  attendance  in  Scotland 
equalled  83  per  cent  of  the  number  of 
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children  between  five  and  18  years  of  age. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour)  also  referred  to  the  teaching  of 
specific  subjects,  and  said  that  thousands 
of  children  were  receiving  instruction  in 
specific  subjects.  I,  however,  showed 
by  the  Keport  of  one  of  the  Inspectors 
that  certain  specific  subjects  could  be 
got  up  by  a  child  of  ordinary  ability  in 
a  fortnight.  With  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  school  accommodation  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  that  if  a  private 
school  were  built  it  might  amount  to 
over-building.  But  it  would  not  be 
over-building  at  the  public  expense  ;  the 
ratepayers  would  not  be  called  upon  to 
defray  the  cost,  so  there  would  be  no 
hardship  upon  them.  Judging  from  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  I 
do  not  think  there  is  much  hope  of  the 
matter  being  investigated  with  an  un- 
biased judgpoient. 

Mr.  E.  ROBERTSON  (Dundee)  : 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say 
whether  I  was  right  in  assuming  that 
he  was  prepared  to  deal  with  the  Scotch 
Universities  next  Session  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  Yes  ;  I  think 
in  referring  to  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  I  said  I  was  so  prepared. 

Mr.  E.  ROBERTSON  :  Will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  keep  in  view  the 
question  of  the  Theological  Chairs  ? 

The  CHAIKMAN  :  That  is  not  per- 
tinent to  this  Vote. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(5.)  £8,508,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Universities,  &c.  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  JAMES  STUART  (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton) :  I  hope  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land ^Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  will  be  able  to 
answer  one  or  two  questions  with  respect 
to  this  Vote.  He  has  j  ust  said,  and  1  be- 
lieve he  also  stated  so  in  the  early  part  of 
the  Session,  that  he  is  going  to  bring  in  a 
University  Bill.  It  is  quite  unnecessary 
for  anyone  connected  with  Scotland  to 
be  told  how  much  the  country  owes  to 
the  Universities,  and  how  generally 
acceptable  such  a  Bill  will  be  in  Scot- 
land. In  the  Bill  introduced  by  a  pre- 
vious Government  there  was  a  clause 
which  implied  that  there  was  a  certain 
finality  in  the  amount  given  to  the 
Scotch  Universities.  I  should  like  to  be 
assured  that  such  a  clause  will  not  exist 
in  the  Bill  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
about  to  introduce ;  and  I  should  albo  like 
to  ask  whether,  by  the  Bill,  he  intends  to 
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appoint  a  Commission  for  the  Scotoli 
Universities,  and  whether  the  Bill  is  to 
give  the  Commission  power  to  consider 
the  curriculum  in  the  Scotch  Universi- 
ties? 

The  secretary  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Manchester,  E.) : 
Of  course,  it  is  quite  impossible  for  me 
now — I  think  it  would  be  almost  out  of 
Order — to  state  the  provisions  of  a  Bill 
I  intend  to  introduce.  With  regard  to 
the  question  of  finality  in  matters  of 
finance,  I  should  be  always  glad  to  get 
as  much  money  out  of  the  Treasury  aa  I 
can  for  educational  purposes. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

(6.)  £500,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  National  Gallery,  &c.,  Scotland. 

(7.)  £258,073,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Public  Education,  Ireland. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal,  E.) :  I  do  not  intend  to  detain  the 
Committee  at  any  length;  but  I  desire 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach)  if  he  can  now  answer  the 
Question  I  gave  him  Notice  of  some  days 
ago  with  reference  to  the  position  of  the 
teacbersin  certain  schools  in  places  where 
half  of  the  population  speak  Irish  ?  The 
Question  I  asked  the  right  hon.Gentleman 
was  whether  he  would  see  to  the  extend- 
ing to  these  schools  the  provisions  of  the 
the  law  as  embodied  in  the  Code  for 
Scotland  in  respect  to  the  teaching  of 
Gaelic  ?  I  wish  that  the  Irish-speaking 
children  should  be  put  on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  the  Gaelic-speaking  children  in 
Scotland. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND  (Sir  Michael  Hicks  -  Beach) 
(Bristol,  W.) :  I  have  made  inquiries 
into  this  matter,  and  it  seems  to  me, 
speaking  generally,  that  the  subject  is 
more  liberally  dealt  with  by  the  Board 
of  Education  in  Ireland  than  by  the 
Education  Department  in  Scotland.  I 
should  be  very  happy  to  confer  with  the 
hon.  Member  upon  the  point,  because,  I 
assure  him,  I  should  be  extremely 
anxious  that  no  advantage  which  is 
given  to  the  Gaelic-speaking  children 
of  Scotland  should  be  refused  to  the 
Irish-speaking  children.  I  think,  how- 
ever, that  the  Gaelic  language,  or 
the  Irish  language,  or  the  Welsh 
language,  can  only  be  treated  as  a 
vehicle  for  learning  English.     On  that 
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principle  there  should  be  facilities  given 
for  the  teaching  of  the  Irish-spea^ng 
population  in  Ireland.  In  regard  to  the 
use  of  the  Gaelic  language  in  school 
hours,  there  are  regulations  in  Ireland 
which  seem  to  me  to  put  the  matter  on 
an  equal  footing  with  Scotland,  and  I 
do  not  see  that  it  could  really  be  mate- 
rially improved.  If  the  hon.  Member 
will  confer  with  me,  I  will  show  him 
what  these  regulations  are,  and  if  they 
can  be  amended  in  any  way  so  as  to 
meet  his  views,  and  not  interfere  with 
the  efficiency  of  the  education  of  the 
children,  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  make 
an  amendment. 

Me.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR:  I  am 
very  much  obliged  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  I  think  I  am  already  con- 
versant with  the  regulations  which  ob- 
tain in  Ireland,  but  I  am  not  so  certain 
with  regard  to  the  regulations  which 
obtain  in  Scotland.  All  I  propose  is 
that  there  should  be  embodied  in  the 
Irish  regulations  the  provisions  of  Sec- 
tion 19  B  of  the  Scotch  Code  with  regard 
to  the  Gaelic- speaking  children  of  Scot- 
land. If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
have  that  done,  and  I  think  it  is  a 
reasonable  request,  I  shall  be  perfectly 
satisfied 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  I 
desire  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  to 
the  question  of  Training  Schools  in  Ire- 
land. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  is,  of 
course,  aware  that  a  change  has  at  last 
been  made  in  the  direction  desired  by 
the  Catholic  people  of  Ireland  and  the 
Catholic  Bishops— namely,  the  estab- 
lishment of  Denominational  Training 
Colleges.  There  was  a  long  battle ;  but 
it  ended,  as  I  have  said,  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  Denominational  Training 
Colleges ;  one  has  been  established  by 
the  Catholic  Bishops,  and  another  has 
been  established  for  the  education  and 
training  of  Protestant  teachers.  The 
Reports  of  the  Commissioners  for  last 
year  and  previous  years  show  that  these 
Training  Colleges  have  succeeded  in  a 
very  gratifying  manner.  But  there  is 
still  a  very  great  g^evance,  at  least  the 
Catholic  population  think  so,  to  which 
attention  should  be  directed  without 
delay.  The  grievance  consists  of  this — 
that  there  are  several  differences  between 
the  terms  granted  to  the  State  Training 
College  in  Marlborough  Street  and  the 
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Denominational  Colleges.  I  do  not  wish  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  Committee  very 
long,  but  I  will  state  very  briefly  the 
points  upon  which  the  grievance  exists. 
In  the  first  place,  there  are  no  building 
grants  for  the  Catholic  College.  The 
State  College  was  built  and  established 
out  of  State  funds,  but  the  Catholic 
College  has  been  established  out  of  pri- 
vate funds.  This  difl'erence  between  the 
two  Establishments  is  felt  very  keenly 
by  the  Catholics.  In  the  second  place, 
the  expenses  of  maintenance  and  repairs 
are  paid  in  the  case  of  the  State  College 
out  of  public  funds ;  but  in  the  case  of 
the  Catholic  College,  and,  I  believe,  in 
the  case  of  the  Protestant  College,  out 
of  private  funds.  Again,  the  cost  of  the 
maintenance  and  training  of  the  pupils 
in  the  State  College  is  entirely  borne  by 
the  State  ;  but  in  the  case  of  the  Deno- 
minational Colleges  not  more  than  76 
per  cent  of  this  exponse  can  be  borne,  or 
is  borne,  by  the  State,  the  remaining 
part  of  the  cost  being  defrayed  by  the 
people  of  the  respective  denominations. 
The  fourth  difference  is  that  the  actual 
travelling  expenses  of  the  pupils  attend- 
ing the  Colleges —the  expenses  to  and 
from  home,  and  the  expenses  attendant 
on  the  journey  of  the  pupils — are  borne 
in  the  case  of  the  Marlborough  Street 
Collesfe  by  the  State;  but  in  the  case  of 
the  Denominational  Colleges  no  such 
allowance  is  made  by  the  State.  In 
addition,  \s,  a  week  as  pocket  money  is 
allowed  out  of  State  funds  to  each  pupil 
attending  the  Marlborough  Street  Col- 
lege, while  there  is  no  such  allowance 
out  of  the  State  funds  for  the  pupils  in 
the  Denominational  Institutions.  Lastly 
— there  are  some  other  points  of  differ- 
ence, but  I  pass  them  over — a  most  im- 
portant point  is  that  the  expenses  in  the 
Marlborough  Street  College  are  de- 
frayed as  soon  as  they  are  due  or  in- 
curred, whereas  in  the  case  of  the  De- 
nominational Colleges,  certainly  in  the 
case  of  the  Catholic  College,  they  are 
paid  under  circumstances  and  conditions 
of  the  most  irritating  character.  The 
expenses  are  paid  out  of  a  credit  fund, 
which  is  created  in  this  way — a  certain 
sum  of  money,  I  believe  £100,  is  placed 
to  the  credit  of  each  pupil  who  shall 
have  attended  the  College  continuously 
for  two  years,  and  shall  further  have 
continued  a  teacher  continuously  and 
consecutively  two  years  longer  —  that 
is   to    say,  the    payments  will  not   be 


made  unless  the  pupils  have  attended 
continuously  for  four  years  the  College 
and  a  school.  The  result  of  this  is  that 
if  a  pupil  has,  after  spending,  say,  a  year 
and  a-half  at  the  College,  for  some 
reason  or  other,  to  leave,  no  payment  is 
made  on  his  account;  and  also  if  he 
fails,  on  leaving  College,  to  obtain  a 
situation  as  teacher,  the  grant  fails. 
And  even  if  he  gets  a  situation  as 
teacher,  but  fails,  on  account  of  illness 
or  other  unavoidable  cause,  to  retain  it 
for  two  years,  the  money  payment  on 
Jiis  account  is  forfeited.  Now,  it  seems 
to  me  that  this  is  a  very  grievous  hard- 
ship. There  are  no  such  restrictions,  no 
such  limitations,  on  the  payment  of  ex- 
penses incurred  in  the  Marl boroughStreet 
College.  Now,  all  we  ask  is  equality. 
We  say  either  level  up  or  level  down ; 
put  the  Institutions  by  either  process  on 
an  equality  and  we  shall  be  satisfied. 
We  do  not  think  you  ought  to  call  upon 
the  Denominational  Establishments  to 
compete  with  the  State  Institution,  which 
is  placed  on  very  much  more  favourable 
terms.  I  do  not  like  to  take  up  any 
longer  the  time  of  the  Committee.  I 
think  I  have  explained  satisfactorily, 
though  briefly,  the  points  of  difference 
between  these  Educational  Establish- 
ments ;  and  I  think  that  not  only  are 
these  points  worthy  of  attention,  but  of 
immediate  attention.  It  cannot  be  gain- 
said that  our  demand  for  equality,  either 
by  levelling  up  or  levelling  down,  is  a 
very  fair  and  reasonable  demand.  We 
shall  certainly  agitate  with  ever- 
increasing  energy  until  our  demand  is 
granted.  I  think  it  is  right  to  say, 
though  I  am  not  authorized  by  any 
member  of  the  Board  of  National  Edu- 
cation to  make  the  statement,  that  a 
very  prominent  member  of  the  Board  of 
Education,  not  unknown  to  the  noble 
Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(Lord  Randolph  Churchill),  recently 
proposed  a  resolution  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Board,  asking  the  Government  to 
grant  the  demand  which  is  now  made 
upon  them,  and  that  that  resolution  was 
carried.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
resolution  has  yet  come  before  the  Go- 
vernment or  not ;  but  I  am  sure,  when 
it  does,  it  will  carry  with  it  conviction 
as  to  the  justice  of  the  claim  set  up  by 
the  Catholic  Bishops.  I  do  not  appeal 
for  the  Catholic  as  against  the  Pro- 
testant College;  I  do  not  want  to  ask 
anything  for  the  Catholic  Establishment 
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which  will  not  be  granted  equally  to  the 
Protestant  Establishment.  All  I  say  is 
that,  at  present,  there  is  a  grievance  to 
be  remedied  ;  that  the  State  College  is 
placed  in  a  position  of  great  advantage 
over  the  other  Institutions,  and  that 
this  is  not  fair ;  and  I  repeat  that  the 
grievance  will  be  brougnt  again  and 
again  before  the  notice  of  the  House 
until  it  is  remedied. 

Mr.  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan) :  I 
trust  that,  as  I  have  the  honour  of  being 
a  member  of  the  Governing  Body  of 
several  of  the  Training  Colleges  in  Eng- 
land in  connection  with  the  Established 
Church,  the  Committee  will  allow  me  to 
make  a  few  observations.  As  far  as  I 
could  gather  from  the  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  (3.ancy),  he  has  described  with 
perfect  accuracy  the  conditions  under 
which  grants  are  made  to  the  Training 
Colleges  in  England  ;  and  all  I  have  to 
say  is  that  whatever  is  just  to  our  Eng- 
lish Colleges  is  also  just  to  the  Colleges 
in  Ireland.  I  do  not  think  it  is  fair 
that  Denominational  Colleges  in  Ireland 
should  stand  in  a  better  position  or  in 
any  inferior  position  than  the  corre- 
sponding Colleges  in  England.  Of  course, 
I  am  speakiog  now  of  the  annual  grant. 
The  conditions  described  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  under  which  crrants  are  made 
to  the  Denominational  Colleges  of  Ire- 
land are  similar  to  those  which  obtain 
in  England.  I  may  have  to  complain 
sometimes,  and  the  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
Clancy)  will,  perhaps,  agree  with  me, 
that  more  ought  to  be  given  to  our 
schools  in  England.  I  do  not  complain 
of  any  advantages  given  to  the  Marl- 
borough Street  College;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  I  do  not  see  why  all  the 
Colleges  in  Ireland  should  not  be  placed 
upon  an  equal  footing. 

Mb.  CLANCY  :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  F.  S.  Powell)  forgets  that  in  Eng- 
land Training  Colleges  have  no  com- 
petitors, whereas  in  Ireland  the  De- 
nominational Training  Schools  have  a 
competitor  in  a  State  Establishment. 
That  is  what  we  complain  of.  You  in 
England  obtained  grants  when  estab- 
lishing your  Training  Colleges,  although 
you  had  no  competitor;  we  got  none 
although  we  had  and  have  a  com- 
petitor. Surely,  then,  the  difference 
oetween  the  Irish  Colleges  and  the  Eng- 
lish Colleges  is  perfectly  plain.  We,  as 
I  have  said,  have  a  competition  with  a 
fully  equipped  State  Institution  which 

Mr.  James  Stuart 


has  already  had  building  grants,  the 
cost  of  the  maintenance  and  repair  of 
which  is  borne  by  the  State,  and  the 
expense  of  the  maintenance  and  train- 
ing of  the  pupils  attending  which  are 
defrayed  by  the  State ;  whereas  our  In- 
stitution only  receives  75  per  cent,  or 
15s,  in  the  pound,  on  this  head.  In 
England  you  have  no  such  competition, 
and  up  to  the  present  you  have  had 
everything  provided  for  you  out  of  the 
public  funds. 

Me.  F.  S.  POWELL :  I  should  like 
to  say  that  towards  the  building  of  the 
last  Training  College  in  England  not  a 
single  farthing  was  given  or  will  be 
given  by  the  State. 

SiE  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEAOH: 
Of  course,  this  matter  is,  as  the  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  Clancy)  has  said,  compli- 
cated by  the  fact  that  the  system  pre- 
vailing for  many  years  in  Ireland  was 
one  of  a  single  Training  College,  that 
Training  College  being  entirely  sup- 
ported by  the  State.  Denominational 
Training  Colleges,  as  the  Committee 
are  aware,  are  of  very  recent  date  in 
Ireland.  I  think  their  institution  was 
a  salutary  change,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment  of  the  day  were  quite  right  in  ad- 
mitting Denominational  Training  Col- 
leges in  Ireland  to  the  same  privileges 
which  have  long  been  enjoyed  by  De- 
nominational Training  Colleges  in  Eng- 
land. Now,  the  question  is  how  are  we 
to  put  Denominational  Training  College 
in  Ireland  and  the  State  Training  Col- 
lege on  an  equal  footing  f  If  we  level 
up  we  put  Denominational  Colleges  in 
Ireland  on  a  better  footing  than  similar 
Institutions  in  England.  I  am  not  quite 
prepared  to  admit  that  there  is  cause 
shown  for  that.  I  suspect,  if  that  were 
done,  there  would  be  steps  taken  to 
obtain  an  improvement  in  the  position 
of  the  English  Colleges.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  we  level  down,  if  we  de- 
prive the  pupils  at  the  Marlborongh 
Street  Training  College  of  some  of  the 
advantages  they  at  present  enjoy,  we 
might  impair  the  e£B.ciency  of  that  In- 
stitution ;  therefore  I  confess  I  should 
like  to  have  some  time  to  consider  this 
matter  before  expressing  a  definite  opi- 
nion upon  it.  There  is  one  rule,  how- 
ever, which  the  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
Clancy)  referred  to  which  I  think  ought 
to  be  properly  attended  to,  and  that  is 
the  rule  under  which  the  Government 
contribution,  whatever  it  may  be,  is 
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paid  to  the  College  authorities  after  a 
service  by  the  pupil  of  two  years  at  the 
College  and  two  years  in  teaching  a 
school.  I  think  that  is  a  very  valuable 
provision.  I  am  afraid  it  has  hap- 
pened that  students  at  the  Marlborough 
Street  School  have  received  education 
there,  and  then  not  proceeded  to  give 
the  State  the  benefit  of  that  edu- 
cation by  teaching  afterwards.  Any- 
thing of  that  kind  ought  to  be  guarded 
against,  whatever  the  institution  should 
be.  I  shoula  be  sorry  to  see  any  change 
made  in  the  rule  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred ;  but  I  can  promise  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber (Mr.  Clancy)  that  the  whole  subject 
will  receive  my  consideration. 

Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) :  I 
have  only  to  point  out  to  the  Committee 
that  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
supplies  us  with  a  good  argument,  and, 
indeed,  a  fresh  one  for  Home  Bule. 
Our  case  is  a  perfectly  good  one;  but 
we  are  not  to  be  allowed  to  get  what  we 
are  entitled  to,  simply  because,  if  we  did 
get  it,  several  demands  of  a  similar  cha- 
racter, which  it  would  be  inconvenient 
to  meet,  would  be  made  upon  the  Exche- 
quer from  London.  The  Irish  people 
will  note  the  fact  and  draw  their  own 
inference 

Mr.  J.'  O'CONNOR  (Tipperary,  S.) : 
Mr.  Courtney,  I  shall  endeavour  to 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
for  as  short  a  time  as  possible  while  I 
state  the  case  of  the  National  School 
teachers  of  Ireland.  The  case  of  the 
Irish  National  School  teachers  stands  at 
present  in  this  position,  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers of  every  shade  of  opinion  agree  as 
to  the  necessity  of  having  the  National 
School  teachers  of  Ireland  at  least  upon 
an  equality  with  their  brethren  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland.  I  think  the  teachers 
are  fortunate  in  having  as  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  at  the  present  moment 
a  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach)  who  is  in  sympathy  with 
their  demands.  It  is  admitted — it  has 
been  admitted  by  successive  Govern- 
ments— that  the  National  School  teachers 
of  Ireland  have  a  good  case  ;  those  re- 
sponsible for  the  government  of  Ireland 
have  admitted  the  fact,  and  have  pro- 
mised to  do  all  in  their  power  to  satisfy 
the  demands  and  to  rectify  the  griev- 
ances of  the  teachers.  At  the  present 
time  the  position  of  the  Irish  National 
School  teachers  is  very  uncertain.     The 


Acts  which  have  been  passed  from  time 
to  time  have  been  merely  tentative  and 
experimental,  and,  to  a  great  extent,  in- 
complete. Now,  Sir,  previous  to  the  Act 
of  1875  the  average  salaries  of  Irish 
National  School  teachers  amounted  only 
to  £43  per  year ;  but  at  that  time  it  was 
decided  by  the  Parliament  then  in  exist- 
ence that  £120,000  should  be  set  aside 
for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  teachers' 
position;  £60,000  was  devoted  to  the 
purpose  of  an  unconditional  increase  in 
their  salaries,  and  £60,000  was  set  aside 
for  a  conditional  improvement  of  their 
position.  The  conditions  laid  down 
were  that  if  the  Poor  Law  Unions  of 
Ireland  would  contribute  a  sum  of  money 
in  the  shape  of  result  fees,  the  Govern- 
ment would  set  aside  from  this  £60,000 
a  similar  amount  in  each  case.  Well,  it 
was  hoped  by  those  who  were  respon- 
sible for  the  introduction  of  that  measure 
that  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  of  Ireland 
would  come  forward  and  subscribe  libe- 
rally, in  accordance  with  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament; but,  on  investigation,  it  was 
found  by  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  of 
Ireland  that  they  would  not  be  justified 
in  meeting  the  Government  half-way. 
They,  I  think,  very  properly  declined  to 
contribute  to  the  result  fees,  because 
they  would  not  be  justified  in  thus  tax- 
ing the  community  when  they  had  no 
voice  whatever  in  the  management  of 
the  National  Schools  of  Ireland.  For 
that  reason,  Mr.  Courtney,  the  good  in- 
tentions of  the  Government  of  the  time 
and  the  object  of  the  Act  were  frus- 
trated. The  sum  of  £60,000,  half  the 
sum  mentioned  in  the  Act  of  Parliament, 
is  practically  lost  to  the  National  School 
teachers  of  Ireland.  In  the  year  1 875, 
65  Unions  resolved  to  contribute  to  the 
result  fees,  and  98  resolved  not  to  con- 
tribute. Since  that  time  the  Unions 
have  gradually  withdrawn  their  contri- 
butions to  the  result  fees ;  the  number 
of  Unions  contributing  has  gradually 
decreased  until  at  the  present  time  it  is 
practically  nil.  Well,  in  1881,  the  Oom- 
missioners  of  Education  in  Ireland  en* 
tered  into  a  calculation,  and  from  their 
Eeport  it  is  found  that  the  average  pay 
of  the  Irish  National  School  teachers  is 
£57  9«.,  and  in  order  to  arrive  at  this 
average  the  Commissioners  left  out  of 
the  computation  2,748  of  the  worst-paid 
teachers.  If  these  had  been  included 
the  average  would  have  been  found  to 
be  very  much  less.    Now,  Sir,  I  shall 
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for  the  information  of  the  Committee 
quote  what  the  comparfttive  eftlariee 
of  the  Irish  National  School  teachers 
and  thoae  of  their  brethren  in  England 
are. 

Mr,  F.  S.  POWELL  (Wigan)  :  Will 
the  hon.  Gentleman  state  whether  the 
Iriah  teachers  have  bouses  besides 

Mr.  CONWAY  (Leitrim,  N.) :  Eighty 
per  cent  of  thpm  have  not 

Mr.  J.  O'CONNOE  :  The  figures  I 
ahajl  quote  were  prepared  in  1881,  after 
an  additional  grant  had  been  made  for 
the  purpose  of  improving  the  teachers* 
position.  Notwithstanding  the  ini^rease, 
it  appears  from  a  Parliamentary  Return 
issued  in  Aii|;ust,  I8S1,  and  which  was 
authenticated  by  the  signature  of  Dr. 
Newell,  Senior  Secretary  of  the  Cum- 
missioners  of  National  Education,  that 
the  average  salaries  of  the  Irish  National 
School  teachers,  males  and  females  in- 
cluded, amount  to  £57  9».  The  average 
salaries  of  teachers  in  England  are. 
for  males,  £120  19«.  2d.;  females. 
£73  15».  9d.\  and  the  corresponding 
averaeres  in  Scotland  are  £135  \s.  Ad. 
and  £64  13«.  Md.  formates  and  females 
respectively.  Now.  Sir.  that  clearly 
proves  that  the  Irish  National  Suhool 
teachers  are  not  oa  a  level  with  the 
teachers  in  England.  In  the  matter  of 
residences,  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  F.  8.  Powell)  referred  just  now, 
the  Irish  National  School  teachers  are 
also  in  the  background.  Several  at- 
tempts have  been  made  front  time  to 
time  to  remedy  their  position  in  this 
respect.  With  the  permission  of  the 
Committee  I  will  read  what  some  of  the 
Inspectors  say  concerning  the  bousing 
of  the  Irieh  School  teachers.  Mr. 
Macauly,  an  Inspector,  aays — 

"  It  is  much  to  be  regrett«ii  that  the  Act  doee 
not  make  it  compulsory  on  landlonU  to  tyrant 
wtoa  for  Bchools  and  rBBideneeg,  at  an  equituble 
rent  or  teo,  aa  is  done  in  thn  Caaa  of  railways 
aod  othnr  public  works.  If  this  were  bo.  great 
benefit  wuutd  be  conferred  not  only  upon  the 
teachers  individually,  but  also  upon  tfae  public, 
wbose  ialeresls  would  be  better  served  by  n 
class  of  people  permanently  and  reapectably 
housed,  than  they  can  be  by  peraona  whose 
lodgings  are,  in  most  cases,  quite  unsuitable." 
Mr.  M'Donnell,  the  Bantry  Inspector, 
remarks — 

"  The  want  of  residences  near  the  school  is  a 
great  hardship  to  the  teachers.  Only  seven 
have  rpsideaces  in  this  district.  I  know  of 
more  th.in  a  dozen  cases  where  the  teacher  hni 
to  walk  from  eight  to  12  miles  a.day  to  and 
from  school,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  •ohool." 

Mr.  J.  0' Connor  {Tijiptrary,  8.) 
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Mr.  Eardly,  of  the  Templemore  Dis- 
trict, writes — 

"  Only  20  teachers  in  this  district  have  free 
residences,  and  in  10  instances  the  teachen 
reside  a  distAnce  of  three  miles  or  more  from 
their  schools.  In  severe  weather  these  teMshera 
either  do  not  attend  nt  all,  or  arrive  with  their 
energies  so  impaired  that  a  satisfactory  dsj'a 
work  is  not  discharged." 
I  think  hon.  Membere  will  agree  with 
the  Reports  of  these  Inspectors.  It  is 
utterly  impossible  for  a  school  teacher 
who  has  walked  a  considemble  distanoe 
in  the  morning  to  fulfil  his  vocation 
during  the  day  with  anything  like  eatia- 
faction  to  himself  or  benefit  to  the 
children  he  is  supposed  to  instruct. 
Well,  to  improve  this  state  of  things 
many  attoiupts  have  been  made  from 
time  to  time.  We  have  had  promises 
from  the  various  Qentlemen  who  have 
lately  occupied  the  position  of  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  and,  amongst 
others,  we  have  had  a  promise  from  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach)  who  at  present  is  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland.  In  the  year  1875  the 
right  hon.  Qentleman  the  present  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  said,  in  introducing 
a  measure  for  the  relief  of  the  teachers — 

"  We  do  not  intend  this  to  be  a  pennMIMlt 

portant  to  e^t  the  Boards  of  Guaniiant  to  Con* 
tribute,  and  we  would  like  to  train  them  np  to 
it.  If  it  succeeds,  well  an^  good  ;  the  teaohan 
will  he  reasonably  remunerated  ;  if  not,  tha  Oo- 
veroment  will  take  such  ttepa  as  will  leaara 
that  the  remuneration  now  intended  will  bl 
paid  to  them." 

That  was  a  very  serious  promise;  but 
the  right  hon.  Qentleman  knows,  sa  tho 
school  teachers  to  their  regret  know 
very  well,  that  that  promise  haa  not 
since  been  fulfilled.  It  was  not  fufilled 
up  to  the  year  1 878,  and  it  has  not  be«a 
fulfilled  since.  In  1878,  Mr.  Meldon, 
who  then  occupied  a  seat  in  this  House, 
brought  up  the  subject,  and  the  following 
Kesolution  was  passed  : — 

"That  the  National  School  Teachen  (In- 
land)  Act.  137S,  and  the  other  means  adoptod 
by  the  Oovernment  having  failed  to  ntisfy  the 
just  demands  of  the  Iiish  National  School 
teachers,  this  House  is  of  opinion  that  the 
present  position  of  the  Irish  National  Bchool 
teachers  calls  for  the  immediate  attenlum  of 
Majesty's  Government,  with  a  view  to  a 
satisfactory  adjustment  of  their  cUimi." 

Now,     that     Kesolution     was     passed 

unanimously  by  the  House  of  Commons, 

id  yet  that  which  amounts  to  almost 

nothing  has  been  done  to  satisfaotinily 


877 


Supply— Civil        {Septembeb  17,  1886}  Service  Estimates,        878 


adjust  the  claims  of  the  Irish  National 
School  teachers.  However,  in  the  year 
1879.  a  grant  of  £46,000  was  made ;  but 
how  far  did  that  go  to  satisfy  the  de- 
mands of  the  Irish  National  School 
teachers?  I  shall  endeavour  to  show 
the  Committee  that  it  scarcely  improved 
their  position  at  all.  A  few  days  ago  I 
asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  a  Question 
on  this  subject,  and,  in  reply,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  pointed  out  that  the 
position  of  the  teachers  was  improved 
in  several  particulars.  The  teachers  of 
Ireland  emphatic£dly  say  that  their  posi- 
tion has  not  been  permanently  or  even 
visibly  improved  by  this  grant.  In 
proof  of  that  we  have  to  say  that  the 
£46,000  was  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Commissioners  of  National  Educa- 
tion for  increasing  the  fixed  or  class 
salaries  of  the  teachers,  and  the  rates  of 
pay  then  decided  on  have  continued  up 
to  the  present ;  but  of  these  salaries  the 
teachers  contribute  £12,000  per  annum 
as  premiums  to  the  Pension  Fund  ;  and 
as  the  amount  received  from  the  con- 
tributory Unions  in  aid  of  the  result 
fees  has  fallen  from  £3O,.0OO  in  1876-7 
to  £13,600  in  1885-6,  it  is  clear  that 
the  increase  the  teachers  receive  is  only 
the  difference  between  £46,000  and 
£29,000,  which  is  £17,000,  and  this 
amount  divided  amongst  11,000  teachers 
gives  a  small  sum  indeed  to  each. 
Taking  into  account  that  a  large  amount 
of  the  £46,000  goes  to  the  Pension 
Fund,  their  present  position  is  not  very 
materially  improved.  Now,  Sir,  this 
state  of  things  is  having  a  very  detri- 
mental effect  upon  the  cause  of  education 
in  Ireland.  So  much  for  the  promises 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks- Beach)  who  now  occupies  the 
position  of  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland. 
But  I  have  also  to  state  that  his  Suc- 
cessors in  Office  held  out  hopes  to  the 
National  School  teachers  of  Ireland 
which  have  not  been  fulfilled.  For  in- 
stance, on  the  11th  of  June,  1883,  a 
deputation  of  20  Irish  Members  of  Par- 
liament presented  a  Memorial,  signed  by 
83  of  their  body,  to  Mr.  Trevelyan,  then 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  requesting 
him  to  take  immediate  steps  for  im- 
proving the  condition  of  the  teachers, 
and,  in  reply,  that  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said — 

'*He  was  so  strongly  impressed  with   the 
statements  of  the  deputationists  that  he  ad- 


mitted action  ought  to  be  taken  by  the  Qovem- 
ment,  and  that,  if  possible,  it  ought  to  be  taken 
at  once.*' 

As  regards  the  teachers'  salaries,  he 
added — 

"  I  recognize  the  pledge  which  Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach  gave  to  Parliament  in  1875,  and 
I  recognize  likewise  that  the  measures  taken  by 
the  Government  for  the  redemption  of  that 
pledge  since  have  been  only  of  a  temporary 
nature,  and  rather  as  palliatives  than  remedies. 
I  shall  be  extremely  glad  to  introduce  a  mea- 
sure on  this  subject,  and  at  once." 

The  Successor  of  Mr.  Trevelyan  at- 
tempted to  introduce  a  measure,  but 
owing  to  the  pressure  of  Parliamentary 
Business  the  Bill  promised  was  not  in- 
troduced until  the  following  year.  It 
was  brought  in  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  the  Stirling 
Burghs  (Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman^who 
was  then  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
but  it  only  reached  its  second  reading. 
The  position  of  the  Irish  teachers  is  now 
substantially  the  same  as  it  was  in  1878, 
when  Parliament  resolved  unanimously 
that  it  required  the  immediate  attention 
of  the  Government.  It  is  very  difficult 
to  get  men  of  ability  to  remain  in  the 
service,  and  it  is  also  very  difficult  to 
get  young  men  whose  parents  and 
families  may  wish  to  push  them  on  in 
the  world  to  take  up  Irish  National 
School  teaching  as  a  profession.  That 
I  may  prove  this  I  shall  ask  the  Com- 
mittee to  bear  with  me  while  I  read  the 
opinions  of  some  of  the  National  School 
Inspectors  upon  this  subject.  Mr. 
Gordon,  of  Newtownards,  says — 

"  The  onward  progress  of  this  district  is  in 
danger  of  being  impeded  from  another  quarter. 
It  has  been  found  impossible,  in  many  cases,  to 
secure  the  appointment  of  suitable  male  prin- 
cipal teachers  when  vacancies  occur.  I  mean 
by  suitable,  men  either  actually  or  potentially 
equal  to  their  predecessors  in  zeal,  talent,  and 
classification." 

Mr.  Hynes,  the  Inspector  for  the  Ennis- 
killen  District,  says — 

'*  At  present  there  is  in  this  district  a  great 
dearth  of  candidates,  and  it  is  remarkable  heir 
few  of  my  teachers  seem  to  have  adopted  the 
profession  from  choice.*' 

Mr.  Keenan  (Letterkenny)  reportch— 

"I  observe  that  there  is  a  growing  desire 
upon  the  part  of  many  teachers  in  this  district 
to  become  the  owners  of  small  farms,  so  that 
by  farming  they  may  increase  their  incomee. 
I  generally  find  that  teachers  who  have  become 
the  owners  of  farms  never  apply  themselves  to 
their  studies  with  a  view  to  improving  their 
classification,  but  spend  the  greater  part  of  their 
time,  outside  school  hours,  in  working  upon 
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their  farms.  These  teachers  are  neither  good 
teachers  nor  f^ood  fanners :  they  are  satisfied 
with  imperfectly  following  the  example  of  the 
neighbonring  farmers  in  the  cnltivation  of  their 
farms ;  and  in  manner,  dress,  and  conversation 
they  have  a  greater  resemblance  to  agricultural 
labourers  than  to  school  teachers.'* 

Mr.  Browne  (Lurgan)  says — 

"  I  have  lost  some  of  my  best  teachers,  and 
although  the  antecedents  of  more  than  81  per 
cent  of  those  who  entered  the  service  during 
the  same  period  (three  years)  can  be  referred  to 
with  considerable  satisfaction,  yet,  when  vacan- 
cies arise,  the  diflSculty  experienced  in  securing 
really  suitable  successors  shows  that  the  supply 
of  good  teachers  is  very  limited." 

Well,  now,  Mr.  Courtney,  I  think  these 
quotations  from  the  Beports  of  the  In- 
spectors of  the  National  Schools  in  Ire- 
land are  sufficient  to  prove  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  status  of  the  teachers  is 
bein^  gradually  reduced,  that,  in  fact, 
as  Mr.  MacMillen,  the  Inspector  of 
BaJlinasloe,  says — 

"  The  service  is  still  the  dernier  restart  of  those 
despairing  of  more  coveted  posts.'* 

It  is  an  unfortunate  state  of  things  that 
a  system  which  in  many  respects  has 
been  successful  should  be  reduced  to 
such  straits  by  the  neglect  of  the  Go- 
Temment  to  provide  such  remuneration 
to  teachers  as  will  make  National  School 
teaching  advantageous  for  young  men 
as  a  profession.  I  hold,  Mr.  Courtney, 
that  the  education  of  the  people  is,  or 
ought  to  be,  the  first  duty  of  the  Go- 
Ternment,  and  how  can  they  fulfil  that 
duty  effectually  while  they  keep  the 
teachers  of  Ireland  on  what  may  be 
called  starvation  allowance?  A  teacher, 
by  accepting  this  position,  condemnshim- 
self  to  a  lite  of  drudgery,  without  any 
hope  of  emancipation,  and  to  what  may 
be  said  to  be  an  old  age  of  poverty. 
Why  should  this  be  the  case?  The 
school  teachers  of  Ireland  have  shown 
very  good  result s.  Comparatively  speak- 
ing,  they  have  shown  better  results  than 
the  school  teachers  of  either  England  or 
Scotland.  The  correctness  of  my  asser- 
tion might  be  substantially  proved  by  a 
few  figures,  which  would  show  that  the 
results  produced  by  the  Irish  teachers 
are  not  inferior  to  those  of  the  English 
and  Scotch  teachers;  and,  in  the  face  of 
that  fact,  I  think  that  the  Irish  teachers, 
on  the  ground  that  they  have  performed 
their  duties  well  and  faithfully,  have  a 
claim  on  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment. What  they  have  done  also  has 
been  done  under  discouraging  oircum- 
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stances.  They  are  not  only  worse 
than  the  teachers  in  England  and  Soot- 
land,  but  they  have  very  much  less  hope 
of  advancement.  It  was  esttablished,  I 
think,  by  the  Minute  of  the  GoYemment 
in  Ireland,  on  the  advice  of  the  ESduca- 
tion  Commissioners,  that  if  the  school 
teachers  could  get  a  certain  amount  of 
the  fees,  the  Treasury  would  make  up 
the  difference.  Now,  the  result  of  that 
is  that  you  actually  put  a  premium  on 
dishonesty  ;  you  hold  out  temptati'in  to 
the  National  School  teacher  actually  to 
pay  money  out  of  his  own  pocket  in 
order  to  bring  up  the  amount  neoessarj 
to  lay  a  claim  upon  the  GK>Yemment. 
This  is  a  bad  system,  inasmuch  as  it 
is  one  which  encourages  immorality. 
You  have  in  England  a  system  of  com- 
pulsory education ;  parents  are  com- 
pelled to  send  their  children  to  school ; 
but  in  Ireland  that  is  not  the  case,  and 
that,  of  course,  operates  against  school 
teachers.  For  these  reasons,  the  Irish 
National  School  teachers  are  in  a  posi- 
tion which  is  very  hard  indeed.  In  the 
matter  of  salaries  they  are  much,  behind 
school  teachers  in  England  and  Scot- 
land, and  in  the  matter  of  residenoe 
their  position  is  deplorable.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  desirable  that  all  National 
School  teachers  should  be  provided 
with  residences ;  but  in  a  country  where 
they  have  to  walk  three  or  four  or  even 
seven  miles  to  school,  a  labour  which 
unfits  them  for  the  vocations  of  the  day, 
enervates  them  and  destroys  the  power 
they  should  preserve  in  order  to  impart 
the  knowledge  they  possess  to  their 
pupils,  I  say  that  residences  should  be 
provided  for  them.  For  these  reasons 
— because  of  the  promises  made  to  them 
by  succeeding  Governments,  and  the 
hopes  which  have  been  held  out  to  them 
by  succeeding  Chief  Secretaries  for  Ire- 
land—I maintain  that  their  position  is 
entitled  to  be  reconsidered  by  the  pre- 
sent Government.  I  think  they  are 
greatly  to  be  congratulated  on  the  fact 
that  we  have  at  the  present  time  a 
Chief  Secretary  who  has,  since  he  has 
been  in  Office,  made  no  pledge  which 
has  not  been  fulfilled,  and  also  a  Go- 
vernment that  holds  out  a  hope  of  im- 
proving the  material  interests  of  the 
several  classes  in  Ireland.  I  said,  at  the 
outset,  that  I  would  not  detain  the  Com- 
mittee at  any  unnecessary  leng^  in 
stating  a  case  which  is  already  very  well 
known,  and  which  has  been  stated  in 
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this  House  from  time  to  time  by  many 
advocates  much  abler  than  I  am,  and 
more  experienced  in  these  matters.  I  be- 
lieve the  ri^ht  hon.  Baronet  sympathizes 
with  the  National  School  teachers  in 
their  deplorable  condition  ;  I  believe  he 
desires  to  improve  their  condition  ;  and 
he  now  has  an  opportunity  of  consider- 
ing their  case  and  fulfilling  the  pledges 
made  to  them  from  time  to  time,  as  well 
as  of  promoting  the  interests  of  the 
profession,  which  is  of  great  service  in 
Ireland,  and  which  has  shown  that  it  is 
capable  of  discharging  the  duties  im- 
posed upon  it  by  producing  good  re- 
sults. In  advocating  the  cause  of  the 
National  School  teachers  in  Ireland, 
I  feel  that  I  am  appealing  to  a  sym- 
pathetic Government;  that  I  am  ap- 
pealing at  a  time  that  is  favourable 
for  the  consideration  of  their  just  claims, 
and  I  believe  that  I  shall  not  appeal  in 
vain.  I  asked  the  right  hon.  Baronet  a 
few  days  ago  to  bring  in  a  Supple- 
mentary Estimate  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
proving the  material  condition  of  the 
National  School  teachers  of  Ireland.  He 
declined  to  do  that ;  but  he  can  at  least 
inquire  into  their  condition.  He  has 
had  evidence  before  him ;  he  has  the 
Heports  of  the  National  Schools,  and  he 
has  other  evidence,  taken  from  time  to 
time,  which  I  am  sorry  to  say  has  been 
sadly  neglected.  I  believe  that  the 
grievances  of  this  class  of  public  ser- 
vants will  have  the  sympathy  not  only 
of  Members  on  both  sides  of  this  House, 
but  of  every  shade  of  opinion.  There 
can  only  be  one  idea  on  this  subject — 
namely,  that  the  men  who  have  to  train 
up  youth  and  direct  the  minds  of  young 
people  in  the  way  they  ought  to  go  in 
this  life  are  deserving  of  every  considera- 
tion. They  are  deserving  of  the  full 
reward  of  their  labour;  and  I  again 
impress  on  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to 
take  their  case  into  consideration — to 
give  this  large,  deserving,  and,  I  will 
say,  long-suffering  class  some  hope  that 
before  long  their  condition  will  be  mate- 
rially improved,  and  that  the  time  of 
this  Committee  will  not  be  taken  up 
year  after  year  in  pleading  their  cause. 
The  chief  SECRETARY  for 
IRELAND  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
(Bristol,  W.) :  I  wish  to  acknowledge 
the  spirit  in  which  the  hon.  Member  has 
dealt  with  this  question,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  has  referred  to  the  Go- 
vernment.  But  I  cannot  admit  that  any 


promise  I  have  made  has  remained  un- 
fulfilled. The  hon.  Member  has  accu- 
rately quoted  the  statement  which  I 
made  in  187.*) — namely,  that  I  would 
introduce  a  Bill  dealing  with  the  pay 
of  the  National  School  teachers  in  Ire- 
land. He  said  I  then  expressed  my  in- 
tention to  secure  for  them  a  reasonable 
remuneration  through  the  working  of 
that  Bill ;  and  promised,  that  if  the  Bill 
failed  to  do  this,  other  steps  would  be 
taken.  I  think  I  may  say  that  this 
promise  has  been  fulfilled.  That  Act 
was  based  upon  the  principle  that  cer- 
tain result  fees,  which  were  paid  to  the 
teachers  at  the  time,  should  be  doubled 
if  the  Unions  contributed  an  equal  sum. 
In  the  following  year  the  sum  of 
£28,000  was  received  from  the  Unions 
for  this  purpose;  but  in  the  year  1885 
I  find  that  only  21  Unions  contributed, 
and  that  the  total  amount  received  was 
only  £14,000.  Within  a  few  years  after 
the  passing  of  that  Act  it  became  clear 
to  the  Government  that  it  had  failed  in 
its  object,  and  therefore  the  Government 
agreed  to  accept,  instead  of  the  amoimt 
which  they  had  hoped  would  have  been 
provided  by  the  Unions,  any  sum  that 
might  have  been  provided  by  school  fees 
or  voluntary  subscriptions,  in  order  to 
give  the  teacher  of  a  school  a  claim  to 
an  equivalent  amount  of  the  second  half 
of  the  result  fees  from  the  Government. 
That  was  a  very  considerable  concession  ; 
but  the  hon.  Member  says  that  it  was 
calculated  to  lead  to  fraud.  Now,  I  must 
remind  him  that  it  is  guarded  by  several 
useful  restrictions.  It  requires  a  certifi- 
cate from  the  managers,  and  a  certificate 
from  the  teachers  and  the  Inspectors  that 
these  subscriptions  have  actually  been 
paid ;  and  if  you  are  to  look  with  sus- 
picion on  those  certificates,  I  am  afraid 
you  will  have  to  look  with  suspicion  on 
certificates  in  other  matters  which  have 
to  be  signed  by  the  school  teachers  in 
Ireland.  The  result  of  that  concession 
was  practically  that  the  whole  of  the 
second  half  of  the  result  fees  which 
would  have  been  obtained  by  teachers 
if  the  Act  had  been  adopted  in  every 
Union  in  Ireland,  has  been  actually  paid 
to  them  by  the  Government.  Last  year 
the  total  of  these  fees  was  £91,500,  of 
which  the  teachers  actually  obtained 
£90,152.  Therefore,  I  think  it  was 
rather  hard  of  him  to  say  that  the  pro- 
mise which  I  made  in  1875,  that  if  the 
Act  failed  the  Government  would  take 
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other  steps  to  secure  the  same  object, 
has  not  been  fulfilled.  This  is  my 
answer  to  that  part  of  the  statement 
of  the  hon.  Member.  He  went  on  to 
say  that  the  position  of  the  teachers 
had  not  been  improved  since  1878. 
Well,  Sir,  I,  on  the  contrary,  say  that 
the  position  of  the  teachers  has  been 
very  materially  improved  since  that 
date.  In  1878  the  amount  payable  to 
the  teachers  was  £461,000,  while  in  1885 
it  was  £587,200,  or  an  increase  of 
£126,000;  and  yet  the  hon.  Member 
says  that  their  position  has  not  been 
improved  in  any  way.  I  think  these 
facts  entirely  contradict  the  allegations 
which  the  hon.  Member  has  made  on 
the  two  points  to  which.  I  have  referred; 
but  I  do  not  think  we  can  say  that  the 
present  arrangement  is  entirely  satis- 
factory. I  think  it  is  unsatisfactory, 
and  I  will  very  shortly  explain  to  the 
Committee  why.  I  do  not  at  all  wish  to 
say  that  the  salaries  in  the  higher 
classes  are  as  much  as  they  ought  to  be  ; 
but  I  do  not  think  that  they  quite  carry 
out  the  allegation  with,  respect  to  star- 
vation which  was  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  in  the  course  of  his  speech.  In 
dealing  with  this  matter,  however,  I 
must  impress  on  the  Committee  that  the 
House  of  Commons  ought  to  take  care 
to  do  something  more  than  increase  the 
salaries  of  school  teachers.  The  House 
ought  to  take  care  to  increase  their 
efficiency  as  well ;  and  I  am  quite  sure, 
from  my  own  experience,  that  a  very 
large  number  of  the  teachers  of  the 
third  class  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
teach  at  all.  I  may  impress  upon  the 
Committee  that  the  object  should  be  to 
increase  the  efficiency  of  the  teachers, 
and  to  draft  out  those  incompetent 
teachers  who  really  retard  the  work  of 
education  in  Ireland.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  referred  to  the  benefits  of  com- 
pulsory education.  That  is  a  very  ma- 
terial point  in  this  question.  Anyone 
who  looks  at  these  statistics  of  schools 
in  Ireland,  and  the  ratio  of  attendances 
in  those  schools,  will  see  that  something 
ought  to  be  done  in  that  matter.  If 
hon.  Members  who  represent  Irish  con- 
stituencies will  only  consider  the  great 
question  of  Irish  Education  with  a  view 
to  placing  it  as  far  as  may  be  on  the 
same  footing  as  it  occupies  in  Gbreat 
Britain,  safe-guarding  in  every  way  the 
independent  management  of  the  schools, 
then,  Sir,  I  hope  we  may  come  to  a  real 
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settlement  of  this  question  of  elemen- 
tary education  in  Ireland.  I,  at  any 
rate,  shall  approach  the  subject  from 
that  point  of  view.  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
improve  the  position  of  the  teacbers, 
but  that  will  not  be  my  only  object. 

Mb.  CONWAY  (Leitrim,  N.) :  I  wish 
to  press  home  the  demand  of  my  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  South  Tipperazj 
(Mr.  J.  O'Connor)  with  regard  to  the 
position  of  the  school  teachers.  My  hon. 
Friend  divided  his  subject  into  two 
parts — first,  the  inadequacy  of  salary; 
and,  second,  want  of  residence.  With 
regard  to  the  salary,  I  think  the  small 
average  amount  received  by  teachers 
ought  to  impress  itself  on  the  mind  of 
the  Committee.  In  one  respect  the 
teachers  are  perfectly  in  accord  with  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland.  He  is  aware  that  the  Irish 
teachers  are  perfectly  willing  to  become 
efficient  in  every  way  by  a  course  of 
study,  and  also  that  they  are  willing 
to  use  the  best  method  of  instruction. 
He  is  also  aware  that,  in  the  matter  of 
obtaining  a  certificate,  the  number  of 
marks  has  been  raised  10  per  cent;  and 
I  think  they  are  perfectly  justifiied  in 
making  complaint  about  this,  because 
no  notice  has  been  taken  of  their  demand 
for  reform  in  the  matter  of  salary.  With 
regard  to  the  question  of  residence,  I 
say  that  the  residences  should  be  near 
the  schools,  so  that  the  teachers  should 
not  have  to  make  a  long  and  wearying 
journey  to  get  to  their  work.  Then  they 
are  required  to  study  hard  in  order  to 
obtain  promotion.  But  they  cannot 
undergo  this  study  unless  their  homes 
are  cheerful  and  favourably  placed,  and 
these  are  not  to  be  obtained  by  them  on 
account  of  the  smallness  of  their  means. 
Their  salary  does  not  enable  them  to 
have  houses  of  a  respectable  class ;  and, 
therefore,  it  becomes  doubly  necessary 
that  the  teachers  should  obtain  residenoes. 
They  have  another  grievance,  and  that 
is  the  scale  of  pensions.  Teachers  in 
Ireland  have  been  treated  with  a  fair 
amount  of  liberality  with  regard  to  pen* 
sions.  They  are  asked  to  pay  a  premium 
in  order  that  at  a  certain  age  Uiey  may 
enjoy  a  pension  according  to  their  class ; 
but  the  age  fixed  is  too  high.  They  are 
asked  to  retire  at  the  age  of  65.  Anyone 
knows  that  a  man  at  65  is  totally  unfit 
to  do  his  duty  as  teacher.  I  haTe  had 
experience,  and  I  know  well  that  young 
men  out  of  the  Training  Colleges  supair- 
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sede  the  old  men ;  and  it  is  one  of  the 
standing  grievances  that  the  School 
Board  are  obliged  to  retain  middle-aged 
men  when  they  might  obtain  younger 
and  more  active  men,  because  they  do 
not  like  to  get  rid  of  them.  If  they 
were  retired  at  GO  years  of  age,  there 
would  be  a  chance  of  promotion  for 
younger  men  in  the  Board  schools ;  and 
there  would  be  content  in  this  respect 
amongst  the  teachers.  I  urge  upon  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  that  he  should  take 
these  matters  into  consideration,  and 
make  60  the  age  for  retirement  instead 
of  65.  Again,  female  teachers  are  re- 
quired to  work  until  they  are  60  years 
of  age.  We  know  that  the  prospect  of 
a  pension  will  keep  females  at  work  ; 
but  1  say  that  60  is  too  advanced  an  age 
until  which  they  should  be  required  to 
work  in  order  to  obtain  a  pension.  Now, 
I  think  the  right  hon.  Baronet  ought  to 
make  the  retiring  age  60  in  the  case  of 
males,  and  50  in  the  case  of  females. 
By  this  means,  1  think,  the  grievance  of 
the  Irish  teachers  as  regards  pensions 
would  be  done  away  with.  We  have, 
then,  three  complaints  on  tlie  part  of  the 
teachers— first,  with  regard  to  salary ; 
secondly,  with  regard  to  residence ;  and, 
thirdly,  with  regard  to  the  pension 
scheme.  But  the  teacher  in  Ireland  has 
a  social  grievance  and  also  a  political 
grievance.  He  dare  not  take  his  place 
on  a  platform,  and  the  Commissioners  de- 
mand that  he  should  be  surrounded  with 
all  sorts  of  disabilities,  one  of  which  is 
that  he  may  not  take  a  public-house. 
Now,  I  think  that  he  ought  to  be  at  per- 
fect liberty  to  do  the  same  as  any  other 
person,  as  long  he  does  what  is  right,  and 
satisfies  the  Commissioners  on  the  par- 
ticular subject  he  is  engaged  for.  These 
are  matters  which  demand  the  earnest 
attention  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land. I  say  that  teachers  in  Ireland 
ought  to  be  placed  on  the  same  footing 
as  the  teachers  in  England  and  Scot- 
land ;  there  ought  to  be  no  distinction 
between  them  in  the  matters  of  salary, 
pensions,  and  residence. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Gal way,  N.):  lam 
afraid  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
has  fixed  rather  a  distant  date  for  the 
redress  of  the  grievances  of  the  school 
teachers  in  Ireland,  if  he  is  going  to 
wait  until  there  is  compulsory  education 
there.  I  am  afraid  before  that  is  settled 
there  will  be  so  many  vexed  questions 
arise  that  the  National  School  teachers 


may  be  left  out  in  the  cold,  and  I  would 
much  rather  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
would  say  that  the  miserable  stipend  of 
the  teachers  should  be  increased  at  once. 
The  great  mass  of  the  teachers,  as  has 
been  pointed  out  by  my  hon.  Friend, 
have  very  small  salaries  as  compared 
with  the  salaries  of  the  English  teachers 
— the  average  amount  being  a  little  over 
£50.  Now,  the  average  salaries  of  tho 
corresponding  class  in  England  is  £117, 
and  in  Scotland  it  is  a  little  higher. 
There  is  no  great  difference  between 
the  positions  of  the  Irish  and  English 
teachers  in  respect  of  the  cost  of  living, 
and  I  think  that  they  might  very  well 
be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  re- 
gards salary.  We  have  heard  this 
evening  that,  in  the  Highlands,  educa- 
tion is  stimulated  by  increased  grants ; 
and  I  certainly  think  that  the  same 
generosity  should  be  shown  with  regard 
to  Ireland,  because  a  great  portion  of 
Ireland  is  in  the  same  position  as  the 
Highland  districts  of  Scotland.  The 
teachers  in  Ireland  are  left  in  a  wretched 
position  under  the  present  system,  and 
no  amount  of  rhetoric  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  can  justify  the  fact  that  they 
only  receive  a  salary  of  £50.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the  teachers 
in  England  were  better  educated  than 
the  teachers  in  Ireland.  I  have  always 
heard  that  the  National  School  teachers 
were  willing  to  accept  any  scheme  that 
would  place  them  on  the  same  footing 
with  the  teachers  in  England  and  Scot- 
land, and  in  this  they  are  ready  either 
to  pass  an  examination  or  be  judged  by 
results.  I  do  not  see  any  way  out  of 
the  difficulty  except  by  making  a  grant 
from  the  National  Exchequer ;  for  it  is 
of  no  use  to  give  the  control  in  this 
matter  to  the  Poor  Law  Boards,  and  to 
have  the  cost  thrown  on  the  poor  rates. 
As  far  as  my  experience  goes,  the  Poor 
Law  Boards  do  not  want  to  have  the 
management;  and  if  they  had  it  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  nearly  as  good  as 
it  is  as  present,  while  as  for  raising  any 
large  amount  of  money  locally,  that 
would  be  a  matter  of  extreme  difficulty. 
The  rates  in  Ireland  being  in  some  eases 
1 1«.  or  128,  in  the  pound,  you  cannot  ex- 
pect the  people,  already  so  heavily  taxed, 
to  pay  this  new  education  rate.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  has  shown  a  considerable  in- 
terest in  this  subject,  and  I  have  some 
hope  that  he  and   the   Leader  of  the 
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House,  who  did  a  good  deal  for  inter- 
mediate education  when  he  was  a 
private  Member,  will  take  this  matter 
speedily  into  consideration ;  for  I  think 
it  would  be  a  shame  on  the  Goverament 
to  leave  the  Irish  teachers  in  their  pre- 
sent position. 

Mr.  J.  NOLAN  (Louth,  N.):  lam 
afraid  that  it  will  be  some  time  before  the 
condition  of  affairs  in  Ireland  will  admit 
of  education  there  being  placed  in  the 
same  position  as  in  England.  If  the 
teachers  have  to  wait  until  then  for  an 
improvement  in  their  position,  I  am 
afraid  that  many  good  teaxihers  will  be 
quite  out  of  the  race,  and  that  the 
cause  of  education  will  suffer  very 
materially.  I  should  like  to  point  out 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  Wigan  (Mr. 
F.  S.  Powell),  who  spoke  in  this  debate, 
that  there  is  a  great  difference  between 
the  elementary  education  in  England  and 
that  in  Ireland.  In  Ireland  there  is  a 
State  system  of  elementary  education ; 
but  it  is  not  so  in  England.  In  Ireland 
the  people  have  no  control  over  the 
management  of  schools  in  many  very 
important  particulars ;  whereas  in  Eng- 
land the  people  have  that  control. 
Again,  in  Ireland  we  have  not  got  a 
large  number  of  resident  gentry,  who 
take  an  interest  in  education,  as  you 
have  in  England  and  Scotland.  I  know 
that  I  was  very  favourably  impressed 
with  the  state  of  affairs  when  I  found 
that  gentlemen  of  means  and  position 
in  this  country  take  a  deep  and  absorb- 
ing interest  in  the  education  of  the  poor. 
Now,  that  is  one  of  the  things  which, 
unfortunately  for  us,  we  have  not  got  in 
Ireland.  The  system  of  education  in 
Ireland  is  not  looked  on  with  any  great 
favour  by  the  people ;  and  the  conse- 
quence is  that  the  teachers  engaged  in 
the  work  are  in  a  doubtful  position  be- 
tween the  State  and  the  people,  and 
they  suffer  accordingly.  I  should  like 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  take  into 
account  these  things,  and  give  a  favour- 
able ear  to  the  case  of  the  teachers.  I 
quite  agree  with  him  that  there  are 
a  great  many  men  holding  the  position 
of  teacher  who  are  not  at  all  fitted  for 
it;  but  that  is  not  the  case  with  the 
great  body  of  those  engaged  in  the 
work.  I  believe  that  there  ought  to  be 
some  restrictions  placed  on  the  admis- 
sion of  men  into  the  rank  of  teacher. 
At  present,  any  man  without  qualifica- 
tion can  look  forward  to  taking  a  posi- 
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tion  as  teacher  in  the  schools  of  lower 
clasR ;  and  in  this  way  places  are  being 
filled  up  constantly,  to  the  exclusion  of 
qualified  men.  I  think  it  will  be  found 
that  a  very  large  number  of  teachers 
are  leaving  the  service  in  Ireland ;  and 
it  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  prospects 
in  the  service  are  not  sufficient  to  induce 
men  of  superior  talents  and  energy  to 
remain.  I  believe  this  matter  ought  to 
be  looked  at  not  only  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  teachers,  but  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  welfare  of  the  country 
generally.  The  welfare  of  the  nation 
undoubtedly  depends  on  the  education 
of  the  people,  and  the  people  cannot 
be  educated  unless  they  have  good 
teachers,  and  the  teachers  cannot  be 
efficient  unless  they  are  paid  for ;  and 
there  certainly  ought  to  be  no  hesita- 
tion on  the  ground  of  giving  them  suffi* 
cient  remuneration,  when  we  remember 
that  the  men  who  are  engaged  in  teach- 
ing the  children  in  Ireland,  and  are  pre- 
paring them  for  the  great  battle  of  fife, 
are  not  so  well  paid  as  the  drill  ser- 
geant who  prepares  the  recruit  for  the 
work  of  war.  I  point  out  by  way  of 
illustration  that  a  groat  many  teachers 
in  Ireland  are  not  so  well  paid  as 
labourers  who  dig  the  foundations  of 
houses,  and  they  are  certainly  paid 
very  much  less  than  the  men  who  build 
the  houses — a  good  joiner  or  good 
mason  is  better  paid  than  the  average 
teaxiher  in  Ireland.  This  is  not  a  satis- 
factory state  of  things ;  and,  as  I  believe 
that  it  calls  for  immediate  attention,  I 
trust  the  right  hon.  Baronet  will  be 
able  to  give  us  some  assurance  that 
there  will  be  an  improvement  shortly  in 
the  position  of  the  Irish  National  School 
t  eachers 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  hare 
listened  with  great  interest  to  this  dis- 
cussion, and  I  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  will  look 
into  this  matter,  and  consider  between 
this  and  next  year  whether  he  can  make 
any  proposal  on  the  subject.  Anyone 
will  agree,  who  looks  into  the  subject, 
that  the  salaries  of  the  Irish  ScSiool 
teachers  are  insufficient.  The  average 
salary  is  so  low  that  it  is  greatly  to  be 
wondered  at  that  good  men  can  be  bad 
at  all  for  the  money.  I  know  many  of 
these  men  personally,  and  I  can  saj 
that  they  are  most  deserving  men, 
although  their  salaries  as  a  rule  are  ~ 
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than  that  of  a  policeman  ;  and  the  same 
may  be  said  of  their  pensions.  There 
is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  about  getting 
the  localities  to  assist  in  this  matter,  but 
I  will  not  say  it  on  the  present  occasion  ; 
and  I  would  urge  upon  my  hon.  Friends 
opposite  not  to  prolong  this  discussion, 
which  there  is  no  good  in  doing  now. 
The  Chief  Secretary  has  given  an  assur- 
ance that  he  will  consider  the  question 
in  a  thoroughly  sympathetic  spirit.  We 
know  the  question  will  be  again  raised 
next  year,  and  we  are  content  to  give 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  until  next  Ses- 
sion to  consider  it. 

Mr.  PENROSE  FITZGERALD 
(Cambridge) :  I  have  a  few  words  to 
say  on  this  Vote.  I  agree  with  every 
word  that  has  been  said  on  this  subject 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  South  Tip- 
perary  (Mr.  J.  O'Connor)  and  the  hon. 
Members  who  have  followed  him  in  this 
discussion  with  regard  to  the  salaries  of 
the  Irish  School  teachers  being  too  low. 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  has 
stated  the  salaries  of  the  teachers 
according  to  their  class,  and  we  remind 
him  that  they  only  get  those  salaries 
when  there  is  a  certain  attendance  at 
the  school.  There  are  certain  schools  in 
the  poorer  parts  of  Ireland  where  the 
teacher  may  be  of  the  first  or  second 
class,  and  where  there  is  not  a  sufficient 
attendance  of  scholars  to  enable  him  to 
draw  his  salary.  Another  point  is  that 
the  salary  is  uncertain.  A  certain 
salary,  though  less,  is  better  than  a 
larger  one  that  is  uncertain  ;  and  I  hope 
that  the  money  which  the  teachers  are 
entitled  to  will  be  voted  by  the  House 
of  Commons  before  the  end  of  the 
financial  year.  In  conclusion,  I  desire 
to  add  my  appeal  to  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  that  he  will  earnestly 
consider  the  position  of  the  Irish  School 
teachers. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

'8.;  £94.5,  to  complete  the    sum  for  ; 
Teachers*  Pension  Office,  Ireland.  i 

'd.)  £270,  to  complete  thft  sum  for 
the  Endowed  School  Cr>mm]iiiiioneTS, 
Ireland. 

(10.^  £701,  to  complete  th«  sum  for 
the  National  Oall^jry  of  Ir^;Iand. 

11.,  L^JylH,  to  fftTu^AafA  the  «nm  fm  ' 
Queen's  CoIIecre<^.  freUnd, 

CoLOJTEL  NOLAN  Oalway,  N.^ :  f 
wish  to  draw  attention  on  thin  Vot«  t/> 


the  qnestion  of  UniTersity  education  in 
Ireland,  and  to  the  enormous  discre- 
pancy in  the  sums  obtainable  by  the 
three  different  classes  in  Ireland — the 
Protestant  Church  of  England,  the  Se- 
cularists, and  the  Catholics.  The  Epis- 
copalian Church  are  extremely  well  off ; 
they  have  an  endowment  in  Trinity 
College  of  £70,000,  which  was  obtained 
at  so  ancient  a  date  that  it  is  very 
doubtful  whether  at  the  time  you  could 
call  the  religion  of  the  country  Episco- 
palian or  Catholic.  Then  there  is,  in 
this  Vote,  £25,000  for  the  Secularists, 
while  the  Catholics  only  get  about 
£6,000  a-year.  By  this  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  Catholics  in  Ireland  labour 
under  an  enormous  disadvantage  with 
regard  to  University  education.  Well, 
Sir,  I  do  not  ask  that  the  Catholics 
should  be  placed  on  equal  terms  with 
the  Protestants  in  this  matter ;  but  I 
think  that  we  may  very  well  claim  for 
them  that  they  should  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  Secularists.  I  do 
not  wish  to  divide  the  Committee,  but 
simply  to  point  out  that  in  this  matter 
of  University  education  the  Catholics 
suffer  a  great  grievance. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  fob  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  Michael  Hicks  -  Beach) 
(Bristol,  W.):  I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  general  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
Committee  to  discuss  this  very  important 
question  now ;  but  I  can  assure  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentlemen  that  the  subject 
will  he  considered  in  the  spirit  indicated 
by  my  speech  on  this  very  question  last 
year. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  would 
point  out  to  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
that  this  is  a  question  which  I  should 
not  attempt  to  discuss  to  night;  but  the 
opinion  ho  has  expressed  is  exceedingly 
important,  and  will  give  rise  to  some 
disf;ussion  hereafter. 

Mb.  ARTnUK  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal,  E.; :  Whatever  may  be  thought  of 
the  Queen's  Colleges,  and  the  system  on 
which  they  are  fonnde/l,  everyone,  I 
think,  will  admit  that  Belfast  Cf;llege  is 
a  great  success.  But  this  Or/llege  is 
crippled  at  present  tm  the  want  of  a 
yttsity  small  sum  of  money  which,  if  th# 
Treasury  wrmid  grant  it,  would  enable 
them  Ut  (ihrry  rm  the  claiMes  in  Chemistry 
Hnd  Hcience  in  a  more  sfB/ient  wiiy  than 
th^y  can  at  pr^^s^nt.  1  do  not  believe 
the  people  OT  Ireland  would  grudge  the 
money  to  enable  the  experiments  to  i/e 
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carried  on  in  the  proper  way,  and  I  put 
it  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  take  this 
into  consideration  as  soon  as  he  has 
time  to  do  so. 

Dr.  TANNEE  (Cork  Co.,  Mid) :  There 
is  one  small  matter  that  I  desire  to  refer 
to  in  connection  with  Queen's  College, 
Cork.  That  College  has  lately  been 
greatly  improved  by  a  large  expenditure 
of  money  which  has  been  generously 
given  by  the  citizens  of  Cork.  Amongst 
some  of  the  advantages  which  have 
accrued  from  this  is  the  purchase  of  a 
green  immediately  adjoining  the  College 
on  which  it  is  intended  to  build  resi- 
dences. Unfortunately,  the  authorities 
have  not  sufficient  money  to  complete 
the  design,  and  as  the  scheme  is  a 
reasonable  one  I  hope  the  riprht  hon. 
Baronet  will  be  able  to  induce  the  Trea- 
sury to  advance  the  amount  required. 

Sib  MICHAEL  HICKS -BEACH: 
This  matter  had  not  been  brought  to 
my  notice,  but  the  hon.  Member  having 
now  mentioned  it,  I  will  give  it  my 
attention. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(12.)  £5*20,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Royal  Irish  Academy. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) :  I 
observe  in  this  Vote,  under  Sub-head  B, 
a  charge  which  did  not  come  on  tlie 
Estimates  last  year  of  £520  for  Tran- 
scription, Editing,  and  Publication  of 
the  Annals  of  Ulster.  This  is  one  of 
those  extremely  interesting  items  allied 
to  the  editing  of  the  Celtic  manuscripts. 
The  translation  of  these  documents  goes 
yery  closely  together,  and  they  are 
matters  of  extreme  interest  to  Irish 
scholars.  I  am  certain  that  the  persons 
appointed  to  the  Commission  that  has 
this  matter  in  hand  will  not  know  a 
single  word  of  the  Irish  language,  with 
the  exception  of  Mr.  Justice  O'Brien, 
who  may  know  a  few  words.  Now,  I 
think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
Commission  should  bo  composed  of  ex- 
perts, and  there  could  be  found  in  Ire- 
land a  considerable  number  of  men  who 
have  a  very  cloao  and  intimate  know- 
ledge of  the  Irish  language,  from  whom 
the  Commissioners  oug^ht  to  be  selected. 
I  notice  that  fmm  1876-7,  when  the  first 
Vote  was  taken,  until  1881-5,  the  Votes 
and  re- Votos  amounted  to  £1,893,  while 
up  to  the  ;31st  of  March,  1885,  the  total 
expenditure  amounted  to  £170  only.  I 
think  that  fact  requires  some  explana- 

il/r.  Arthur  0^  Connor 


tion  from  the  Secretary  to  the  TreMniy. 
How  is  it  that  £1,893  have  from  time  to 
time  been  voted  in  the  course  of  eight 
years,  and  that  only  £176  haTe  been 
actually  expended  on  the  work?  I 
should  like,  if  possible,  to  have  an  ex- 
planation at  the  present  time  with  re- 
gard to  the  work  which  is  being  done 
in  consideration  of  this  expenditure  of 
£520;  and  I  should  also  like  to  hear 
from  the  hon.  Gentleman  what  has  been 
done  with  the  balance  of  the  money 
which  has  been  voted  for  the  last  eight 
years  ?  I  should  like  also  to  know  the 
exact  amount  that  has  been  expended  on 
the  work  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECEETAHY  fob 
lEELAND  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beaoh) 
(Bristol,  W.) :  As  this  matter  is  brought 
under  my  notice,  I  will  make  inquiry, 
and  refer  to  it  on  Beport. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Class  V. — Foreign  and  Colonial 
Services. 

(13.)  Motion  made,  and  Qaestion  pro- 
posed, 

*'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £62,010,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  ■am 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  Slst  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Ezpenaet 
of  lior  Majesty's  Embassies  and  Mianoni 
abroad." 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &c.) :  I  had  meant,  on  an  earlier 
occasion,  to  put  a  question  to  the  Oo« 
yerament  as  to  who  has  control  over  the 
printing  of  despatches  and  Beporta 
connected  with  this  House.  First  one 
Minister  and  then  anothel^  tells  us  that 
he  has  no  control  over  the  matter,  and 
it  almost  invariahly  happens  that  the 
Papers  we  require  are  presented  to  ns 
the  day  after  we  have  had  need  of  them. 
I  must  confess  that  I  was  greatly  dis- 
couraged and  disappointed  at  the  answer 
giveu  by  the  noble  Lord  the  Chanoellor 
of  the  Exchequer  to  the  Question  which. 
was  put  to  him  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
longation of  the  Mission  of  Sir  H.  Drum* 
mond  Wolff.  The  noble  Ijord  did  not, 
as  it  is  usual  for  Ministers  to  do  on  such 
occasions,  say  one  word  about  entertain- 
ing any  hopes  as  to  its  being  possible 
soon  to  bring  the  Mission  to  an  end.  It 
would,  therefore,  seem  that  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
keep  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  in  Egypt. 
I  originally  supported  the  Mission  of 
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Sir  H.  Drummond  WolflF,  because  I  con- 
sidered it  a  temporary  measure  con- 
nected with  the  re -organization  of  the 
Egyptian  Army,  which  re-organization 
was  to  have  the  effect  of  enabling  us  to 
withdraw  our  troops  from  that  country. 
'I  did  not  even  object  to  the  appointment 
of  Muhktar  Pasha,  a  Turkish  officer,  to 
assist  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  in  his 
undertaking.  But,  I  always  considered 
that  Muhktar  Pasha  was  a  Turkish  sol- 
dier. As  regards  the  re-organization  of 
the  Egyptian  Army,  Police,  and  other 
matters,  it  really  seems  to  me  the  time 
has  come  when  a  reasonable  settlement 
might  be  made.  "We  all  understood  that 
Sip  H.  Drummond  Wolff's  Mission  and 
the  co-operation  of  Muhktar  Pasha  were 
mainly  to  settle  what  the  character  of 
the  future  Egyptian  Army  should  be, 
and  that  when  that  was  settled,  and  the 
Egyptian  Army  properly  established,  our 
own  troops  in  Egypt  might  be  relieved. 
When  we  get  beyond  the  question  of  the 
Army  we  deal  with  matters  which  one 
efficient  officer  could  satisfactorily  ar- 
range, and  which  would  not  require  the 
services  of  two  high  diplomatic  function- 
aries to  settle.  If  the  question  of  the 
Army  had  been  dealt  with,  what  further 
necessity  is  there  to  keep  both  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff  and  Sir  Evelyn  Baring 
in  Egypt?  I  fail  to  see  any  earthly 
reason  why  these  two  diplomatic  officials 
should  be  both  kept  in  Egypt  both  doing 
the  same  work.  I  see  no  sign  of  the 
conclusion  of  that  work.  As  regards 
Muhktar  Pasha,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
prolongation  of  his  stay  in  Egypt  means 
the  prolongation  of  the  meddling  of 
Turkish  officials  with  the  affairs  of 
Egypt ;  and  that  it  is  a  point  we 
may  fairly  ask  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment to  decide  whether  or  not 
they  are  determined  that  the  power  of 
Turkey  shall  be  increased  in  Egypt? 
Our  position  in  Egypt  depends  not  upon 
the  will  of  the  Sultan  of  Turkey,  but 
upon  our  obligations  towards  other 
European  Powers.  It  is  clear  that  no 
Mission  of  Muhktar  Pasha  can  redeem 
the  pledges  which  we  have  given  to 
Europe,  or  can  enable  us  to  stay  a  day 
longer  in  that  country  than  we  are  en- 
titled to  do  under  the  undertakings  we 
have  entered  into  with  Foreign  Powers. 
I  very  much  doubt  whether  Turkish  in- 
terference in  the  affairs  of  Egypt  can 
have  any  possible  good  result.  A  great 
deal  has  been  said,  and,  I  believe,  falsely 


said,  as  to  the  influence  of  the  Sultan  in 
Egypt.  I  myself  believe  that  Arabi 
Pasha's  rebellion  was  directed  more 
against  the  Turkish  dominion  than 
anything  else,  and  it  certainly  appears 
to  me  that  the  presence  of  Turkish 
officials  in  Egypt  is  likely  not  to 
soothe  the  people  of  that  country, 
but  to  irritate  them.  But,  be  that  as 
it  may,  unless  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment wish  to  reinstate  the  dominion  of 
the  Sultan  in  Egypt,  they  should  not 
allow  Muhktar  Pasha  to  remain  there 
too  long.  So  long  as  he  does  stay  there, 
Cairo  must  remain  the  centre  of  intrigue. 
But  what  still  more  alarms  me  than  the 
continuance  of  the  Mission  of  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff  or  of  Muhktar  Pasha, 
is  that  I  do  not  see  any  signs  of  the 
British  Army  preparing  to  leave  Egypt, 
or  of  any  preparations  being  made  to 
enable  the  Army  to  ultimately  com- 
mence the  evacuation.  So  far  as  I  have 
yet  been  able  to  learn,  I  do  not  believe 
there  has  been  any  bond  fide  attempt  to 
establish  those  autonomous  institutions 
which  it  was  said  had  to  be  established 
prior  to  our  leaving.  The  automony 
which  exists  in  Egypt  is  altogether  a 
sham  ;  and  I  do  not  think  the  slightest 
hand,  fide  attempt  is  being  made  to  make 
her  a  self-governing  country.  Neither  in 
regard  to  the  police,  the  judiciary,  nor  the 
prisons,  have  we  had  any  success:  and 
what  I  am  afraid  of  is  this— that  there 
is  a  very  large  party  in  Egypt,  official  and 
non-official,  who  are  procrastinating  as 
to  these  reforms,  who  are  trusting  to  the 
chapter  of  accidents,  who  are  hoping 
against  hope,  and  who  believe  that  the 
chances  are  that  we  shall  not  leave 
Egypt  at  all,  but  shall  end  by  an- 
nexing it,  a  step  which  they  think 
will  be  a  good  thing  for  Egypt,  but 
one  which  I  believe  would  be  the  com- 
mencement of  a  very  heavy  burden  upon 
this  country.  It  is  rumoured  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  are  preparing  a 
grand  roup,  but  I  do  not  believe  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  I  do  not  believe  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  can  for  a 
moment  contemplate  the  breaking  of 
those  solemn  pledges  which  this  country 
has  given  to  the  rest  of  Europe.  But, 
at  the  same  time,  though  I  cannot  be- 
lieve that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
contemplate  remaining  in  Egypt,  still, 
in  Egypt  we  are.  What  is  the  result  of 
it  ?  Why,  our  troops  are  wasting  away 
in  Assouan,  and  other  parts  of  that  ter- 
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rible  country.  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith),  who  himself  not 
long  since  answered  a  Question  on  the 
subject,  must  have  formed  a  good  idea 
as  to  the  terrible  burden  which  our  occu- 
pation of  Egypt  imposes  upon  the  Bri- 
tish arms.  We  have  heard  of  frightful 
sufferings  of  our  men  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  We  have  heard  that 
the  temperature  in  the  huts  of  our  sol- 
diers average  from  110  to  122  degrees 
from  April  to  June.  It  may  be  very  true 
that  there  is  not  much  definite  disease 
there  at  present,  and  that  there  is  not 
much  excitement ;  but  I  maintain  that  that 
terrible  heat,  epecially  when  unaccom- 
panied by  excitement,  must  lead  to  the 
wasting  away  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's battalions.  Whether  the  men  die  or 
not  after  being  subjected  for  a  few  months 
to  the  torture  of  such  a  climate  as  this, 
the  men  must  necessarily  be  rendered 
totally  unfit  for  service.  But  in  keeping 
your  troops  in  Egypt,  not  only  do  you  ex- 
pend the  lives  and  the  energy  of  your 
soldiers,  but  you  also  very  largely  waste 
the  money  of  the  British  taxpayer.  You 
are  swelling  the  ordinary  Budget  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  by  millions 
of  money,  and  I,  therefore,  say  that  both 
as  regards  the  British  soldier  and  the 
British  taxpayer  your  occupation  of 
Egypt  is  a  very  heavy  burden.  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  admit  that  if  we  could 
get  rid  of  foreign  obligations,  and  bond- 
holders, and  European  pledges,  we 
should,  perhaps,  find  ourselves  able  to 
administer  the  government  of  Egypt  in 
a  very  satisfactory  manner.  It  would 
be  a  pleasant  country  enough  if  we  could 
only  keep  out  the  speculator  and  the 
bondholder — if  we  could  do  that  we 
might  make  a  good  deal  of  it ;  but  the 
Government  knows  very  well  that  under 
existing  circumstances  we  cannot  stay 
there  and  administer  the  country  as  a 
British  Possession,  and,  therefore,  it  is 
that  I  think  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment had  bettor  devote  themselves  to 
the  attempt  to  get  out  of  it  as  soon  as 
they  can.  Not  only  is  the  administra- 
tion of  Egypt  a  great  burden  upon  us, 
but,  indirectly,  it  is  a  great  burden  to 
us  all  over  the  world.  I  have  often 
quoted  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
(Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone),  who  once  said 
that  the  day  we  went  to  Egypt  our  friend- 
ship with  France  censed ;  and  it  is  the 
same  all  over  the  world,  whether  it  be 
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in  the  Pacific,  in  Asia,  or  in  Afriea— 
everywhere  we  have  the  same  jealoaaiM 
to  encounter.  In  our  present  attitude 
towards  Egypt  we  are  unquestionably 
sacrificing  the  good  feeling  of  France, 
the  people  of  which  country  are  entitled 
to  expect  that  we  shall  act  in  good  faith.* 
I  would  ask  Her  Majesty's  G^yemmeiLt 
to  say  what  they  mean  to  do.  Are  they 
really  trying  to  settle  matters  in  Egypt 
so  that  they  may  be  able  to  get  out  of  it  ? 
As  I  said  before,  so  I  say  again,  that  if 
you  are  to  stay  in  that  country  until  you 
establish  a  satisfactory  form  of  govern- 
ment, there  you  will  have  io  stay  till  the 
Millenni um.  I  do  hope  that  the  Gk>Tem- 
ment  will  give  us  the  assurance  that  the 
Government  before  them  gave — namely, 
that  they  are  doing  their  best  to  get  oat 
of  Egypt.  It  is  certain  that  with  respect 
to  this  question  of  Egypt  Her  Majesty's 
late  Advisers  played  the  part  of  the  son 
who  said — **  I  go;  but  he  went  not."  I 
have  great  confidence  in  the  practical 
statesmanship  of  the  Marquess  of  Salis- 
bury, and  I  trust  that  the  present  Go- 
vernment will  not  follow  that  example, 
but  rather  will  imitate  the  son  who  first 
refused  to  go,  but  afterwards  repented 
and  went.  Yet  the  noble  Lord  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  when  answer- 
ing a  Question  put  to  him  on  this  ques- 
tion, did  not  say  a  word  about  the  with- 
drawal of  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff,  but,. 
on  the  contrary,  seemed  to  speak  with 
confidence  of  the  decided  intention  of 
Government  to  detain  that  Gentleman 
there,  as  well  as  Muhktar  Pasha.  Under 
the  circumstances,  I  beg  to  move  the  re- 
duction of  the  Vote  by  £4,000. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.):  I  rise  for 
the  purpose  of  seconding  the  Motion  for 
a  reduction  of  this  Vote,  and  I  trust 
sincerely  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  will 
go  to  a  division  on  the  question.  It  is 
a  question  which  has  been  raised  over 
and  over  again  in  this  House,  and  I  earn- 
estly hope  that  so  long  as  I  am  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  House  no  Vote  for  Diplomatic 
and  Consular  Services  in  Egypt  will  CTcr 
be  proposed  to  this  Committee  without 
a  similar  division  being  taken.  If  no 
one  else  will  divide  the  Committee 
against  such  a  Vote,  I  will  do  it  myself. 
This  system  of  devoting  large  sums  of 
money  to  the  payment  of  Agents  in 
Egypt  has  continued  for  many  years. 
Year  after  year  we  are  told  that  the  oc- 
cupation of  that  country  is  drawing  to  a 
speedy  termination  ;  but  as  time  goes  on. 
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instead  of  that  occupation  coming  nearer 
to  its  end,  it  is  manifestly  receding 
farther  and  farther  away  from  us. 
I  **  Hear,  hear  !  "]  Yes  ;  I  know  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  delight  in  this 
course;  but  I  am  conyinced  that  the 
majority  of  the  people  of  England  are 
not  of  their  opinion.  If  the  Govern- 
ment dare  to  go  to  the  country,  taking 
a  General  Election  upon  this  issue,  whe- 
ther or  not  Egypt  is  to  be  permanently 
occupied  by  English  troops,  I  undertake 
to  say  that  the  Government  would  find 
that  there  is  an  enormous  majority 
against  them.  I  protest  against  this 
large  sum  being  voted — I  protest  against 
these  preposterous  salaries  being  paid  to 
Agents  who  are  sent  out  to  Egypt  who 
know  no  more  about  Egypt  than  do 
Members  of  this  House. 

An  hon.  Member:  We  are  not  all 
Dillons. 

Mr.  DILLON :  I  hear  an  hon.  Mem- 
ber say  **  We  are  not  all  Dillons.'*  The 
hon.  Member  may  be  very  learned  in 
these  Egyptian  questions ;  but  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  admit  that  I  am  not. 
The  point  of  difference  between  us  is 
that  I  would  not  undertake  to  govern 
Egypt,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  the 
hon.  Member  would  be  prepared  to  do 
so  to-morrow  if  you  gave  him  £5,000 
a-year.  What  I  want  to  call  attention 
to  is  this.  You  send  out  a  man  to  govern 
Egypt  at  a  large  salary,  and  he  makes 
a  terrible  muddle  of  it.  What  do  you 
do  ?  You  do  not  recall  him,  but  you 
send  out  another  man  to  supersede 
him,  and  pay  him  £5,000.  [**No, 
no !  "]  No !  Then,  what  was  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff  sent  out  for?  Was 
he  not  put  over  the  head  of  Sir  Evelyn 
Baring?  Why  do  you  want  two  men  to 
do  the  same  thing — if  Sir  Evelyn  Baring 
is  doing  his  work  well,  why  send  out  Sir 
n.  Drummond  Woltf  ?  I  think  we  are 
entitled  to  an  explanation.  The  noble 
Lord  opposite  stated  this  very  evening 
that  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  is  about 
to  lay  important  proposals  before  the 
Government.  If  that  is  so,  I  think  we  are 
entitled  to  appeal  to  the  Government 
that  they  shall  not  bind  the  country  to 
any  new  departure  in  Egypt  until  they 
have  taken  the  opinion  of  the  House 
of  Commons  upon  it.  The  noble 
Lord,  when  questioned  here  to-night, 
gave  an  answer  which  conveyed  to 
my  mind  that  it  is  in  the  contem- 
plation of  the  Government  to  commit 
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this  country  to  new  obligations  and  to 
a  new  departure  in  Egypt  without  con- 
sulting the  House  of  Commons.  We 
know  that  that  has  been  done  over  and 
over  again.  We  know  that  Alexandria 
was  bombarded  without  giving  the 
House  of  Commons  any  opportunity  of 
pronouncing  upon  it  beforehand.  In 
the  case  of  the  Soudan  War,  when  the 
Government  were  questioned,  over  and 
over  again  their  answer  was  that  cer- 
tain things  had  taken  place,  and  that 
we  were  committed  to  certain  proceed- 
ings and  could  not  withdraw.  Before 
the  House  has  had  an  opportunity  of 
arriving  at  a  decision  on  these  matters 
it  has  found  the  country  committed  to  a 
definite  course  by  the  decisive  action  of 
the  Government.  There  is  one  point  I 
wish,  especially,  to  put  to  the  noble 
Lord.  He  stated  the  other  day  that 
Papera  on  the  Egyptian  Question  would 
soon  8e  laid  before  the  House.  [Lord 
Eandolph  Churchill  :  No.]  Well, 
some  Member  of  the  Government  did — 
I  think  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs.  He  stated  that 
additional  Papers  would  be  issued,  and 
I  should  like  to  know  whether  they  will 
contain  full  information  about  the  Daira 
Loan  ?  There  have  been  negotiations 
going  on  for  some  time  with  the  object 
of  consolidating  that  loan  with  the  other 
public  loans  of  Egypt ;  and,  so  far  as  I 
can  understand  the  matter,  no  more 
scandalous  swindle  could  be  perpetrated 
than  to  throw  the  responsibility  of  that 
loan,  which  is  a  private  loan  contracted 
by  the  late  Khedive  on  the  mortgage  of 
his  own  personal  estates,  upon  the  Egyp- 
tian taxpayers.  This  would  be  a  most 
infamous  swindle  on  the  people  of 
Egypt.  God  knows  they  have  burdens 
enough  on  their  shoulders  at  present ; 
and  if  you  are  going  to  permit  such  a 
shameful  transaction  as  this  it  will  be, 
so  far  as  I  can  imderstand  the  history 
of  the  matter,  to  add  another  to  the 
many  crimes  which  have  been  committed 
against  the  unfortunate  people  of  Efi;ypt. 
I  am  convinced  that  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  England  are  opposed  to  this 
system  of  Sundering  the  people  of 
Egypt  for  the  sake  of  the  bondholders, 
and  I  do  hope  the  Government  will  pro- 
mise to  lay  full  information  on  the  sub- 
ject before  the  country.  I  trust  that 
oefore  any  undertaking  is  entered  into 
which  will  have  the  effect  of  consoli- 
dating this  Daira  Loan  with  the  other 
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loanr  of  Egypt,  and  making  tke  tax- 
payers of  that  country  responsible  for  it, 
the  British  House  of  Oommons  will  have 
an  opportunity  of  pronouncing  an  opi- 
nion upon  the  matter. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed^ 

''That  a  sumf  not  exceeding  £58,010,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Ex- 
penses of  Her  Majesty's  Embassies  and  Missions 
Abroad."— (5ir  Q targe  Campbell.) 

Mr.  LABOUOHEEE  (Northampton): 
How  I  regret  that  the  noble  Lord  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  not  sit- 
ting below  the  Gangway,  because  if  he 
were,  judging  from  the  mode  in  which 
he  has  so  often,  from  the  very  place 
which  I  am  now  occupying,  protested 
against  this  bondholders'  occupation  of 
Egypt,  against  our  war  in  Egypt, 
against  the  reckless  expenditure  in 
Egypt,  I  am  sure  that  he  would  have 
supported  me  now  in  advocating  the 
Motion  which  my  hon.  Friend  has 
moved.  When  the  noble  Lord,  in  com- 
mon with  his  Colleagues,  came  into 
Office  last  time  we  understood  that  Sir 
H.  Drummond  Wolff  was  sent  out  to 
Egypt  with  one  object — namely,  to  come 
to  some  sort  of  agreement  by  which  the 
views  which  the  noble  Lord  had  so  ably 
and  so  often  expressed  should  be  carried 
out,  and  that  we  should  leave  Egypt.  I, 
for  my  own  part,  voted  for  the  payment 
of  Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff's  salary,  be- 
lieving that  that  was  the  object  with 
which  he  was  sent  out  to  Egypt.  But 
at  present  we  are  told  that  new  proposi- 
tions are  going  to  be  made,  and  we  find 
that  every  time  the  Estimates  are 
brought  forward  fresh  sums  of  money 
are  asked  for  from  us  in  order  that  they 
may  be  expended  in  what  is  called 
'*  maintaining  order"  in  Egypt — that  is 
to  say,  for  the  securing  of  the  interests 
of  the  bondholders.  That  is  the  real 
object  of  our  remaining  in  Egypt.  Now, 
I  agree  with  my  hon.  Friends  who  have 
spoken  that  we  ought  to  have  some 
clear  understanding  from  the  Govern- 
ment that  if  these  fresh  propositions  are 
going  to  be  sent  to  the  Government  by 
Sir  H.  Drummond  Wolff  no  sort  of 
liability  shall  be  incurred  by  us  that 
may  tend  in  any  sort  of  way  to  extend 
our  occupation  of  Egypt  without  the 
House  having  an  opportunity  of  pro- 
nouncing upon  it.    The  noble  Lord  the 
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Chancellor   of  the  Exchequer,  at   the 
commencement  of  the  evening,  eaid  that 
Parliament  had  the  control.    Well,  we 
know  what  that  means.      Parliament 
may  refuse  to  vote  the  Estimates  which 
are  necessary  to  enable  the  EzeontiTe 
Government  to  carry  out  the  arrange- 
ment.    Practically,  however,  that  is  no 
control,  seeing  that  the  liability  is  in- 
curred before  Parliament  is  ae^ed  for 
the  money.     We  ought  to  know  what 
these  propositions  are ;  Parliament  ought 
to  have  a  voice  in  deciding  whether  it  is 
desirable  that  these  propositions  should 
be  agreed  to  or  not.     The  obligations 
ought  not  to  be  entered  into  before  Par- 
liament is  called  upon  to  provide  funds 
for  them.     Why,  Sir,  have  we  not  seen 
all  the  newspapers — all  the  Conservative 
and  Unionist  organs  of  this  Metropolis 
— denouncing  what  the  Hussians   are 
doing  in  Bulgaria.     But  what  have  the 
Russians  done  in  Bulgaria  in  compari- 
son with  what  we  have  done  in  Egypt  ? 
We  went  there  unjustly.     [Lord  Bav- 
DOLPH  Churchill:    Not  this  Govern- 
ment.]   The  noble  Lord  implies  that  we 
on  this  side  did  it — that  is  to  say,  the 
Liberal  Party.    But  the  noble  Lord  will 
bear  me  out  that  I  always  supported 
him  when    he    protested    against    the 
action  of  the  Liberal  Government  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter.     I  know  that  the 
noble  Lord  does  not  approve  of  what 
was  done  in  Egypt ;  that  he  always  pro- 
tested against  it ;  and  that  no  one  took 
a  stronger  view  than  he  in  regard  to  the 
desirability  of  our  leaving  Egypt  as  soon 
as  possible.     The  noble  Lord  is  now  a 
Minister    of   the    Crown ;    he    is   now 
Leader  of  this  House,  and  is  respon- 
sible for  what  we  are  doing  in  Egypt. 
I  can  imderstand  that  it  may  be  difficult 
for  him  to  leave  Egypt  immediately;  but 
is  it  the  policy  of  Uer  Majesty's  Gh)Tem- 
ment  to   remain  in  Eg^pt?     ["Hear, 
hear !  "]    It  may  be  the  policy  of  some 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  judging  from  the  cheers  given 
just  now.      ["Hear,  hear!  "  ^om  ili§ 
Ministerial  side  of  the  HouteJ]     There 
again !     Clearly,  then,  it  is  their  polioT. 
We  want  to  have  it  from  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  however.  I  look  upon  our- 
selves as  absolute  marauders  in  Egypt. 
I  say  we  have  no  right  to  be  there,  and 
I  maintain  that  in  the  end,  if  we  con- 
tinue to  remain,  we  shall  get  into  conflict 
with  the  whole  of  Europe.   We  shall  be 
called  upon  by  Europe  to  leave  the  conn- 
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try.  It  does  seem  to  me  to  be  desirable, 
for  the  dignity  of  England  and  in  com- 
mon honesty,  that  the  noble  Lord  should 
now  maintain  the  views  when  in  power 
which  he  held  when  out  of  power,  and 
that  he  should  pronounce  to  the  House 
that  the  policy  of  the  Government  is  as 
soon  as  pos<*ihle,  in  some  reasonable 
time,  to  withdraw  from  Eorvpt. 

The  under  SECEETABY  of 
STATE  for  foreign  AFFAIRS  (Sir 
James  Ferqusson)  (Manchester,  E.l:  I 
am  sure  the  Committee  will  not  think 
the  acceptance  of  the  Amendment  con- 
sonant with  our  position  in  Egypt,  and 
with  our  responsibility  for  the  govern- 
ment of  that  country  which  we  have 
been  unwillingly  compelled  to  assume. 
The  Amendment  is  confined  to  a  narrow 
limit — namely,  the  Mission  of  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolfif  to  Egypt;  but  it  is 
well  understood  that  he  means  by  that 
the  desire  that  the  Mission  should  come 
to  a  close.  The  object  of  the  Amend- 
ment is  directly  to  obtain  an  expression 
of  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  on  the 
whole  subject.  It  would  be  quite  legiti- 
mate if  I  were  to  confine  my  remarks  to 
the  one  point  raised  by  the  Amendment ; 
but  one  or  two  things  have  been  said 
which  are  not  altogether  to  be  passed 
by.  I  much  regret  that  the  Committee 
are  not  in  possession  of  Nos.  4  and  5  of 
the  Papers  on  E<?ypt,  which  I  believe 
will  be  delivered  to-morrow.  [**0h, 
oh !  **]  Well,  I  have  done  all  in  my 
power  to  insure  their  early  delivery  to 
Members.  And  let  me  remind  hon. 
Members  that  if  the  Session  had  been 
closed  at  the  ordinary  time  we  should 
have  been  in  Recess  now,  and  it  is  quite 
certain  that  the  Papers  could  not  have 
been  delivered  before  the  close  of  the 
last  Session.  I  can  only  assure  the 
Committee  that  the  present  Government 
are  not  responsible  for  any  delay.  It  is 
well  known  that  there  is  a  great  demand 
for  Papers  of  public  interest ;  and  I  can 
only  say  that  the  production  of  the 
Papers  in  question  has  been  pressed 
forward  with  as  much  speed  as  the 
capacity  of  tho  Printing  Department 
admits  of.  The  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site (Sir  George  Campbell)  is  anxious  to 
know  when  this  Mission  of  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff  will  come  to  an  end. 
IIo  says  we  have  one  well-paid  Diplo- 
matic Agent  in  Egypt,  and  that  it  is  not 
reasonable  that  wo  should  have  two.  I 
can   assure  the  hon.    Gentleman    that 


nothing  can  be  less  desired  by  the  Go- 
vernment than  that  we  should  spend 
more  money  than  is  necessary;  but  let 
me  remind  the  Committee  that  in  June 
last,  on  the  Vote  on  Account  for  the 
Diplomatic  Service,  there  was  a  full  dis- 
cussion of  this  matter,  and  the  late 
Prime  Minister  pointed  out  that  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff  must  be  maintained 
in  E>rypt  until  his  Mission  has  been  ac- 
complished. The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
pointed  particularly  to  the  Report  Sir 
fl.  Drummond  Wolff  is  drawing  up; 
and,  as  the  noblo  Lord  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  has  already  told  the 
Committee,  the  Government  must  wait 
until  that  Report  is  in  their  hands.  It 
is  obvious  that  the  Mission  of  Sir  H. 
Drummond  Wolff,  which  was  to  carry  into 
Egypt  the  authority  of  the  Sultan  as 
our  most  legitimate  ally,  in  putting  that 
country  into  a  better  state  of  order,  was 
a  Mission  of  a  very  important  character, 
and  was  not  to  be  fulfilled  in  a  day.  In 
order  to  fulfil  it,  he  had  to  take  a  com- 
prehensive review  of  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country  ;  and  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  be  accused  of  want  of  ex- 
pedition in  framing  their  policy  if  they 
have  waited  until  they  received  the  com- 
prehensive Report  which  was  in  prepa- 
ration. I  cannot  think  the  Committee 
will  refuse  any  portion  of  the  salary 
necessary  to  maintain  Sir  H.  Drum- 
mond Wolff  in  Egypt  until  his  Mission 
is  concluded.  The  Government  are  asked 
to  say  what  is  to  be  the  duration  of  our 
stay  in  Egypt.  The  House  of  Commons 
has  had  a  painful  experience  of  too  early 
prophecies  and  promises  concerning  our 
departure.  I  think  it  will  be  remem- 
bered that  some  of  our  greatest  diffi- 
culties have  arisen  from  too  early  decla- 
rations. If  an  impression  'preTails  that 
we  are  to  be  **  here  to-day  and  gone  to- 
morrow," we  cannot  expect  confidence 
in  our  measures,  nor  the  earnest  co- 
operation of  those  whom  wo  are  seeking 
to  help.  It  would  be  inexpedient,  rash, 
and  unpatriotic  of  the  Government,  for 
the  sake  of  gaining  temporary  applause 
from  any  part  of  the  House,  to  say  that 
our  stay  in  Egypt  is  on  the  point  of 
coming  to  an  end.  We  have  a  Mission 
to  accomplish  in  Egypt.  We  ought  not 
to  pretend  that  we  are  going  to  leave 
until  the  reforms  wo  have  sought  after, 
and  some  of  which  are  already  bearing 
fruit,  have  been  fully  accomplished. 
[*'0h!"]     Well,  it  is  not  desirable  at 
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this  hour  to  lengthen  the  remarks  it  is 
my  duty  to  make ;  but  I  will  remind  the 
Committee  that  last  Session  the   late 
Prime  Minister  bore  testimony  to  the 
great  improvement  effected  in  Egyptian 
affairs.     It  would  be  out  of  place  to  go 
into  details ;  but  an  immense  improve- 
ment has  been  effected  in  the  finances 
of  the  country,  as  will  be  shown  by  the 
Papers  that  will  be   in  the  hands  of 
Members  immediately.     The  finances  of 
the  country  particularly  are  in  a  state 
which  has  not  been  known  before  in  our 
time.     Last  year  there  was  a  surplus  of 
nearly  £500,000  ;  and  if  the  year's  Ex- 
penditure does  not  exceed  the  Revenue — 
and  I  believe  it  will  not — we  believe  we 
shall  be  able  to   pay  off  the  demands 
upon  the  Coupons  of  1885-6,  upon  which 
the  payments  were  postponed  by  agree- 
ment as  a  temporary  expedient.   I  trust 
that  the  House  of  Commons  will  not  do 
anything  to  throw  discredit  on  the  good 
work  that  is  being  done.     We  are  not 
always  sure  whether  the  remarks  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  (Mr.  La- 
bouchere)  should  be  taken  seriously  ;  but 
I  am  quite  sure  the  hon.  Member  does  not 
seriously  suggest  that  the  Government 
should  state  what  proposals  are  to  be 
made.     Did  the  hon.  Gentleman  ever 
hear  of  any  act  of  diplomacy  being  car- 
ried to   a  successful  conclusion  if  we 
played  with  our  cards  on  the  table  ?    I 
feel  sure  that  the  hon.  Member  has  not 
made  his  proposal  seriously,  and  I  am 
sure,  also,  that  the  House  will  not  sup- 
port him.     At  this  time,  when  the  Go- 
vernment are  charged  with  most  anxious 
duties,  I  am  sure  that  the  House  will 
not  desire  to  weaken  our  hands  by  say- 
ing that   we   are   not  supported   in   a 
patriotic  spirit.      As    to    the    rumours 
which   have  been    referred  to   by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir  George 
Campbell),  I  trust  that  the  Committee 
will  pay  no  attention  to  absurd  stories 
in  the   Levantine   and  French  papers, 
which  may  be  intended  to    influence 
Stock  Exchanges,  but  which  are  almost 
too  childish  oven  to  have   that   effect. 
The  hon.  Member  opposite  (Mr.  Dillon) 
has  asked  a  question  with  reference  to 
the  Daira  and  Domain  Loans.     I  assure 
the  hon.  Member  that  there  is  no  inten- 
tion nor  thought  of  amalgamating  those 
loans  with  the  other  Debts  of  Egypt. 
The  difficulty  about  those  loans  is  this — 
that  the  value  of  the  security  has  fallen, 
and  the  land  cannot  be  disposed  of  for 
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the  nominal  amount  of  the  Debt;  but 
there  is  an  earnest  desire  to  use  these 
estates  in  the  most  legitimate  manner— 
namely,  for  the  commutation  of  the  pen- 
sions which  operate  as  so  severe  a  charge 
upon  the  Eevenues  of  Egypt.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  is  right  in  saying  that  there 
is  a  grave  suspicion  of  fraud  in  the 
management  of  these  estates ;  but  I  will 
not  now  go  into  particulars  on  that 
matter.  I  fully  admit  it.  But  I  may 
say  with  confidence  that  the  frauds  hare 
been  probed ;  that  they  will  take  place 
no  more  ;  and  that  the  estates  in  future 
will  be  managed  with  economy.  I  hope 
the  country  will  gradually  emerge  from 
its  condition  of  degradation  and  dis- 
tress, and  that  when  our  Mission  is  ac- 
complished, which  I  hope  will  be  soou, 
it  will  be  universally  acknowledged  that 
our  trusteeship  of  Egypt  will  redound 
to  the  credit  of  this  country,  and  will  be 
acknowledged  to  have  been  beneficial  to 
Egypt. 

Mr.  PICTON  (Leicester) :  I  do  not 
think  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  James 
Fergusson)  has  met  the  difficulty  whidi 
many  of  us  feel  in  this  matter.     8o  long 
as  Votes  are  asked  for  for  carrying  on 
the  occupation  of  Egypt  by  this  country 
we  shall  feel  it  our  duty  to  protest ;  and 
so  long  as  Votes  are  asked  for  which  seem 
to  necessitate  the  continuance  of  that 
occupation  we  shall  feel  ourselves  doubly 
bound  to  protest.     The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  spoken  about  playing  with 
our  cards  on  the  table ;  but  we  hare 
flung  our  cards  on  the  table  long  ag^. 
At  the  very  outset  we  proclaimed  to 
Europe  that  our  occupation  of  Egypt 
was  only  temporary,  and  that  we  pro- 
posed to  get  out  of  it  as  soon  as  we 
could ;    and  yet   we  go    on    incurring 
various  forms  of  expense,  which  looks  to 
all  the  world  as  though  it  is  our  inten- 
tion to  remain  in  that  country.    It  may 
be  a  humiliation  to   have  again  and 
again  to  repeat  that  we  do  not  intend  to 
remain  in  Egypt;  but  we  can  escape 
from  that  humiliation  by  keeping  our 
pledges.    I  believe  that  we,  who  protest 
against  this  prolonged    occupation    of 
Egypt,  have  more  at  heart  the  honour 
of  this  country  than  any  of  those  hon. 
Gentlemen  who    ciy    ** Hear,    hear!" 
when  annexation  is  talked  of.  We  have 
promised  to  Europe  to  retire  from  Egjpti 
and  those  who  cry  **Hear,  hear!"  when 
they  hear  annexation  whispered  seem  to 
think  that  it  would  be  an  honourable 


905 


Supply^  Civil  {Septembsr  17,  1886}  Service  Estimates, 


906 


thing  on  the  part  of  this  great  Empire 
to  break  its  word  before  the  whole 
world.  Against  that  notion  I  feel  bound 
to  protest,  and  I  think  this  discussion 
should  not  be  brought  to  a  conclusion 
without  a  distinct  intimation  being  given 
by  the  Government  that  this  country 
distinctly  holds  to  its  promise  of  with- 
drawing from  Egypt  as  soon  as  it  pos- 
sibly can. 

Mr.  J. ROWLANDS  (Finsbury,  E.) :  I 
hope  the  hon.  Member  (Sir  George  Camp- 
bell) will  divide  the  Committee  on  this 
Vote.  I  hold  that  the  attitude  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  whenever  the  ques- 
tion of  annexation  is  mentioned,  justi- 
fies the  action  we  are  now  taking.  Some 
of  us  are  not  afraid  to  admit  that  we  are 
pledged  against  annexation.  The  Go- 
vernment, when  they  went  to  Egypt, 
distinctly  declared  that  they  would  not 
annex  that  country.  We  are  in  a  criti- 
cal position,  and  everyone  who  has  been 
watching  the  course  of  Egyptian  affairs, 
whether  inside  the  House  or  out  of  it, 
has  been,  for  some  time,  looking  for 
some  indication  that  we  are  going  to 
clear  out  of  that  country.  It  seems  to 
everyone— especially  as  we  unfortunately 
have  not  the  Papers  in  our  hands  to 
instruct  us  to  the  contrary — that  we 
are  as  far  from  clearing  out  of  Egypt  as 
we  "were  when  we  went  into  it.  Are 
we  to  have  any  clear  indication  as 
to  what  the  policy  of  Her  Majesty's 
present  Government  is  to  be  in  re- 
gard to  retiring  from  Egypt?  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Afi^airs  has  said 
that,  if  it  were  not  for  the  exceptional 
time  of  the  year  at  which  we  are  met, 
we  could  not  have  expected  to  have  had 
any  Papers  submitted  to  us  on  this  ques- 
tion. That  is  quite  right  ;  but  seeing 
that  an  exceptional  state  of  things  has 
brought  us  together,  and  that  an  ex- 
ceptional opportunity  is  afforded  us  for 
seeking  information,  I  think  we  should 
have  been  allowed  to  have  these  Papers. 
When  we  once  break  up,  it  will  be  a 
long  time  before  we  shall  have  another 
opportunity  of  discussing  our  position 
in  Egypt;  and  what  is  likely  to  take 
place  there  whilst  we  are  not  sitting? 
This  is  a  very  serious  subject,  and  I 
earnestly  hope  that  Ministers  will  be 
able  to  give  us  some  intimation  of  the 
kind  we  ask  for. 

Sib  GEORGE  CAMPBELL:  Not- 
withstanding the  courteous  and  compre- 
hezLsive  manner  in  which  the  right  non. 


Baronet  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  has  treated  this  mat- 
ter, I  feel  bound  to  divide  the  Commit- 
tee upon  the  Vote.     I  must  say  that  I 
should  have  been  extremely  glad  if  the 
noble  Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, whose  Radical  opinions  upon  this 
subject  the  hon.  Member  for  Northamp- 
ton (Mr.  Labouchere)  alluded  to,  could 
have  said  one  or  two  words  with  regard 
to  it,  in  addition  to  what  we  have  heard 
from  the  Under  Secretary  of  State,  who 
is  not  so  deeply  pledged  against  this 
occupation    of   Egypt  as  is   the  noble 
Lord.     What  does  the  statement  of  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  amount  to? 
It   amounts   to   this  ~  that   we   cannot 
say  we   are    going   away  from  Egypt, 
because,  if  we  did,  the  people  of  that 
country  would  have  no  con6dence  in  us, 
and  we  should  be  imable  to  get  them 
to  work  with  us  in  the  carrying  out  of 
necessary  reforms.     Well,  the  only  con- 
struction which  it  is  possible  to  put  upon 
words  like  that  is,  that  we  wish  every- 
body to  believe  that  we  are  going  to 
stay  in  Egypt.     We  have  pledged  our- 
selves to  go,  and  directly  we  refuse  to 
repeat  that  pledge  the  supposition  must 
be  that  we  are  going  to  stop.     With 
regard  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  allu- 
sion to  the  late  Prime  Minister's  know- 
ledge of    Sir  H.    Drummond  Wolff's 
Report   I  think   there    must  be   some 
mistake  ;  but  the  point  is  not  one  which 
I  will  pursue.  One  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  has  alarmed  me  very  much.     It 
gives  us  an  official  confirmation  of  that 
popular  rumour  which  we  did  not  credit 
before — namely,   that  the   5   per    cent 
is  to  be  returned  to  the  bondholders, 
that  which  was  levied  as  a  small  con- 
tribution towards  the  expense  of  defend- 
ing their  interests.     As  to  the  surplus 
Revenue  in  Egypt  for  the  present  year 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  has  referred 
to,  I  think  the  Papers  which  we  shall 
soon  have  in  our  possession  will  show 
that  it  has  not  been  fairly  obtained,  and 
that  it  has  only  been  arrived  at  by  a 
process  of  cooking  the  accounts — namely, 
by  applying  a  portion  of  the  loan  of 
£9,000,000  for   the  operations  in  the 
Soudan  and  other  purposes,  which  ought 
to  have  been  paid  out  of  Revenue.    I 
feel  greatly  grieved  that  it  is  intended 
to  pay  these  sums  to  the  bondholders 
out  of  the  loan. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXOHB- 
QUER  (Lord    RAirDOLPH    Ouukoiull) 
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(Paddington,  S.')  :  The  hon.  Member 
for  Kirkcaldy  (Sir  George  Campbell) 
seems  to  be  preaching  a  most  extra- 
ordinary doctrine.  He  does  not  seem 
to  be  aware  that  we  are  bound  by 
Treaty  and  Convention  to  pay  the 
bondholders  in  full. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL:  Yes; 
but  I  object  to  cooking  the  accounts  by 
paying  the  annual  expenses  of  Egypt 
out  of  theloan,  and  in  that  way  making 
an  apparent  surplus  out  of  which  to  re- 
pay the  loan. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  64; 
Noes  168:  Majority  104. — (Div.  List, 
No.  40.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 

(14.)  £46,486,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Consular  Services. 

(15.)  £4,160,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Slave  Trade  Services. 

(16.)  £2«006,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
the  Suez  Canal  (British  Directors). 

(17.)  £13,116,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Colonies,  Grants  in  Aid. 

(18.)  £69,637,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  South  Africa  and  St.  Helena. 

CoMMANDEB  BETHELL  (York  E.R., 
Holderness) :  May  I  ask  the  indulgence 
of  the  Committee  while  I  make  a  few 
observations  upon  this  Vote  ?  1  would 
not  attempt  to  offer  any  remarks  on  this 
occasion,  considering  the  lateness  of  the 
hour  ( 1  o'clock),  except  that  the  matter  to 
which  I  wish  to  refer  I)  as  not  been  brought 
to  the  attention  of  Parliament  for  nearly 
two  years,  and  there  will  be  no  oppor- 
tunity of  calling  attention  to  it  for  some 
time  to  come.  What  I  want  to  do  is  to 
direct  the  attention  of  Parliament  to 
what  has  been  occurring  in  Zululand 
during  the  last  two  years ;  and  I  should 
like,  in  some  degree,  to  accentuate  the 
cry  against  the  policy  which  has  been 
pursued  in  Zululand  duriug  these  years. 
I  think  it  is  a  policy  which  has  led  to 
great  disaster  to  the  Natives,  and  that 
it  has  not  been  extremely  favourable  to 
our  own  country.  The  Committee  will 
remember  that,  in  1879,  we  did  away 
with  the  then  Government  of  Zululand, 
and  made  a  completely  different  arrange- 
ment. What  we  really  did  was  to  take 
the  controlling  power  away  from  Zulu- 
land,  while  we  put  nothing  up  in  its 
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place.    The  natural  result  was  that  all 
the   antagonistic  forces,  which  always 
exist  in  savage  races,  at  once  broke  out, 
and  resulted  in  warfare  and  the  wasting 
of  the  country.     That  arrangement,  in 
itself,  had  lasted  only  for  a  short  time 
— for  three  years— and  it  had  to  be  re- 
placed by  another.     We  claimed  a  Pro- 
tectorate   over  nearly  one-third  of  the 
country,  and  the  remaining  two-thirds 
were  given  over  to  certain  Chiefs.     I 
submit  to  the   Committee  that  having 
(conquered  that  country  as  we  did,  hav- 
ing deprived  the  people  of  that  country  of 
their  natural  Government,  we  had  a  moral 
right  if  we  had  a  legal  right,  and  that  we 
ought  to  have  exercised  the  moral  right 
in  insisting  upon  a  proper  Government 
being  placed  in  the  country.     We  de- 
clined    to    accept    that    responsibilitj. 
Ever  since  1879  we  have  declined  that 
responsibility,  and  the  result  has  been 
terrible    disaster    to    the    unfortunate 
people    of  Zululand.      Now,    will  the 
Committee  consider  for  a  moment  what 
will  be  the  effect  of  depriving  the  people 
of  Zululand  of  a  large  portion  of  their 
country  ?    [^Interruption.]    I  submit  that 
this  is  an  extremely  important  question 
in  South  Africa ;  and,  therefore,  the  Com- 
mittee may  very  properly  jfive  it  a  few 
minutes'  consideration.     The  Natives  ia 
the  South -Eastern  portion  of  South  Africa 
are  an  increasing  race.     They  are  bound 
within  narrow  limits.     There  is,  at  pre- 
sent, no  room  for  the  natural  expansion 
of  the  Native  tribes;  and  therefore,  if  we 
take  away  a  large  portion  of  Zululand, 
which  is  supposed  to  be  reserved  for 
the  Native  tribes,  you  accentuate  the 
position,  and  render  it  more  likely  that 
disaster  will  be  brought  about.     We 
Iiave  permitted  the  Boers  of  the  TransTaal 
to  take  over  very  nearly  five-sixths  of 
the  country  that  remained  to  the  Zulus 
after  the  settlement  of  1882.     This  pro- 
ceeding of  the  Boers,  into  the  merits  of 
which  I  will  not  now  enter,  has,  as  I  say, 
deprived  the  Zulus  of  a  very  large  portion 
of  their  territory,  and  has  had  the  effect 
of  driving  the  Zulus  upon  the  Beserre. 
The  Keserve,  when  it  was  portioned  off 
--[Cries  of   ** Divide!"]     Surely  hon. 
Members  will  allow  such  an  important 
subject  as    the  government  of  South 
Africa  to  be  considered  by  the  Com- 
mittee for  a  few  minutes.     I  was  en- 
deavouring to  point  out,  Sir,  that  the 
depriving  the  inhabitants  of  Zululand 
of  a  large  portion  of  their  territory  has 


909  Supply-- Civil 


{Septembeb  17,  1886}         Service  Estimates.     .  910 


had  the  effect  of  driving  the  people  back 
on  that  portion  of  the   country   which 
is  called  the  Keserve,  and  which,  when 
it  was  portioned  off,  was  made  as  small 
as  was  consistent  with  the  then  needs 
of  the  country.     Hon.  Gentlemen  will 
see  from  the  despatches  that  there  is  a 
very  grave  question  impending  in  the 
Reserve,  and  in  the  countries  bordering 
upon  Natal.     The  complaint  I  have  to 
make    is,    that    our    Government   has 
allowed  these  proceedings  of  the   last 
two  years  without  saying  *  *  they  shall  not 
be  " — without,  apparently,   being   able 
to  make  up  their  minds.     In  the  middle 
of  1884  a  new  Republic,  as  it  is  called, 
was  established  in  Zululand.    From  that 
day  to  this  there  has  been  no  recognition, 
and  no  absolute  denial,  of  this  Republic ; 
wo   have  not  assured  the  inhabitants 
that  their  rights  will  be  secured  to  them. 
It   appears  that  within  the  last  two  or 
three   months   negotiations  have  been 
entered  into,  apparently  with  the  object 
of  making  up  some  of  the  ground  we 
have  lost  within  the  last  two  years.     I 
notice  from  an  ofEcial  account  of  an  in- 
terview between  Sir  Arthur  Havelock 
and  certain  officers  of  this  new  Republic 
that  our  Government  are  taking  steps  to 
secure  some  of  the  rights  of  the  Zulus.  I 
fear  it  will  be  impossible  to  replace  the 
Zulus  in  their  former  position.     It  may 
be  said  there  were  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  our   Government    making  up   their 
minds  as  to  the  steps  to  be  taken.     But 
at  the  very  time  this  new  Republic  was 
being  formed  we  were   sending  troops 
from    our    shores,  under    Sir   Charles 
Warren,    to    vindicate    our    power    in 
Bochuanaland,  under  a  precisely  similar 
state  of  affairs.     This  is  simply  a  recog- 
nition of  what  happened  in  Bechuana- 
laod,  and  it  is  quite  possible  we  may 
have  to  take  some  strong  steps  to  vindi- 
cate our  power  in  South  Africa  again. 
Whether  that  may  be  absolutely  so  or 
not  I  do  not  pretend  to  say ;  but  I  do 
maintain  that,  so  long  as  we  neglect  the 
vindication  of  the  rights  of  the  unfortu- 
nate Zulus,  we  are  behaving  in  a  manner 
which  is  most  disastrous  to  those  people 
and  most  discreditable  to  ourselves.     I 
assert    most    unhesitatingly   that   it  is 
our  moral  duty,   having  deprived  the 
Zulus  of  their  natural  Government,  to 
see  that  another  Government  is  set  up 
which  is  capable  of  keeping  them  in 
control  and  free  from  those  antagonistic 
forces  which  are  ruining  the   country. 


We  are  now  neglecting  our  duty  in  South 
Africa,    as    anyone    who    studies    the 
history  of  South  Africa  ever  since  18i0 
will  see  we  have  neglected  it  before. 
If  we  look  back  upon  the  history  of 
South  Africa,  we  can  see  what  miserable 
results  has  followed   upon  our  policy, 
and  we  can  see  that  the  same  mistakes 
are  being  made  now  as  were  made  in 
former  years.     \_Cries  of  ** Agreed!"] 
Sir,  I  said  I  would  only  touch  upon  this 
matter  in  outline,  and  that,  I  think,  is  all 
I  have  done.      It  is  impossible  in    10 
minutes  to  present  the  matter  to  the 
Committee  in  the  manner  in  which  it 
ought  to  be  presented.     I  feel  sure  the 
question  is  one  in  which,  at   another 
time,   the  majority  of  the  Members  of 
this  House  would  be  anxious  to  interest 
themselves.      I  beg  the  indulgence  of 
the  Committee  for  a  few  moments  longer 
while  I  refer  to  the  recent  events  in 
the  Northern   part   of    Bochuanaland. 
Those  who  have  studied  the  most  recent 
Blue  Book  will  see  that  the  opinion  of  all 
the  officers  and  all  the  Missionaries,  and 
of  other  people   connected  with  South 
Africa,  is  in  favour  of  the  extension  of 
our  Protectorate  towards  the  Zambesi.   I 
am  also  very  strongly  favourable  to  the 
extension  of  our  Protectorate,  and  I  will, 
in  a  few  words,  give  my  reason.    If  we 
exercise  a  Protectorate  over  any  large 
portion  of  South  Africa,  we  are  able  to 
regulate  the  natural  expansion  of  both 
Englishmen  and  Dutchmen  in  that  coun- 
try, and  by  regulating  that  natural  ex- 
pansion we  should  be  able  to  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  those  events  which, 
during  the  whole  of  this  century,  have 
proved  so  disastrous  to  the  Native  tribes. 
I  maintain  that  that  alone  would  be  a 
sufficient  reason  for  extending  our  Pro- 
tectorate over  that  country.     I  strongly 
suspect  that  by  neglecting  to  seize  this 
opportunity  we  shall  involve  ourselves 
in  fresh    difficulties  with    the    Native 
tribes.      The    Native  Question    is  the 
question  in  South  Africa  ;  but  we  do  not 
take  any  steps  to  educate  and  civilize 
the  Natives.    If  we  have  any  duty  at  all 
in  South  Africa,  surely  no  small  part  of 
it  is  to  dispense  some  of  the  benefits  of 
civilization  upon  the  people.  I  am  sorry 
I  have  occupied  the  Oommittee  so  long ; 
but  I  do  not  like,  knowing,  as  I  do,  ao 
much  about  South  Africa,  to  let  this 
Vote  pass  without  expressing  the  hope 
that  the  Oovemment  of  this  country  will 
do  its  duty  by  the  Zulu  people. 


911 


8upph/ — Cfvtl 


{COMMONS} 


8&rvie0  JSiUmaUs. 


9fd 


Db.  CLAEK  (Caitbneee) :  I  heartily 
endorse  what  has  been  said  by  the  hon. 
and    gallant    Gentleman    (Commander 
Bethell).     The  longer  the  Government 
delay   the   settlement  of  this  intricate 
problem    the    more    diflficult    will    the 
settlement    be.      The    sooner  they  fix 
upon   and  pursue  some  definite  policy 
the  better  it  will  be  for  this  country  and 
for  South  Africa.     There  are  one  or  two 
points  upon  which  I  think  some  infor- 
mation ought  to  be  given.   I  should  like 
to  know,  for  instance,  why  we  are  still 
paying  £200,  as  an  allowance,  in  conse- 
quence of  giving  up  the  Orange  River 
Territory  ?    It  is  now  33  years  since  we 
gave  up  this  territory.     A  generation 
has  passed  away,  and  yet  we  are  paying 
money  in  respect  of  it.      To  whom  is 
this  money  paid,  and  for  what  is  it  paid  ? 
Then  I  see  that  £400  is  set  down  for  a 
British  Consular  officer  in  the  Transvaal, 
and  that  £100  was  taken  last  year  as  an 
allowance  for  office  rent,  stationery,  and 
incidental  expenses.     Nothing  is  taken 
this  year  in  the  shape  of  an  aQowance ; 
indeed,  I   understand   that   at  present 
there  is  no  British  Consul  in  the  Trans- 
vaal.    I  should  like  to  know  why  this 
is  ?     During  the  last  18  months  at  least 
2,000  British   subjects  have  gone  into 
the   Transvaal.     They  want  a  British 
Consul.      I  know  British   subjects  out 
there  who,  for  the  want  of  a  Consul,  are 
unable  to  get  their  claims  settled,  un- 
able to  get  the  property  left  them  by 
their  relatives.     The  sooner  there  is  a 
British  Consular  officer  in  the   Trans- 
vaal to  look  after  the  interests  of  British 
subjects  the  better.     I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  that  we  ought  to  go  to  the  Zam- 
besi, because  that  would  mean  another 
African  war.     We  would  have  to  break 
down  the  power  of  the  Northern  Zulus, 
and  we  would  require  a  bigger  Army, 
further  away  from   the   supplies,  than 
wo    required    to    overcome    Cetewayo. 
With  regard  to  Bechuanaland  I  should 
like  some  further  explanation.  A  Return 
has  been  presented  from  which  I  find 
that  we  spent  £85,000  in  certain   ex- 
penses of  troops  going  out  there,  and 
that  we  have  only  got  back£l3,000.  The 
mules  cost  us  £1-1,000,  and  all  we  ob- 
tained by  the  sale  of  them  was  £1,700. 
I  should  like  to  have  some  additional 
information  regarding  the  expenses  in- 
curred in  making  this  Expedition.     It 
is  very  peculiar    that    we    could    pay 
£14,000  xor  animalfl,  and  yet  only  get 


£1,700  upon  their  re-sale.  I  sappoae 
that  is  the  reason  why  the  Stellalanden 
liked  us ;  they  found  they  could  get 
what  they  liked  to  charge,  and  buy  the 
things  back  for  a  mere  song.  Al- 
together, we  have  spent  over  £1,000,000 
sterling  in  Bechuanaland.  Last  year  we 
spent  £30,000  as  a 

**  Grant  in  Aid  of  tho  expenses,  other  than 
military',  of  tho  Special  Commissioner,  or  other 
officer,  and  his  establishment ;  and  of  the  main* 
tonance  of  a  Police  Force  in  Bechnanaluidy*' 

and  this  year  we  are  to  spend  £100,000. 
The  expense  going  on  there  is  at  the 
rate  of  £125,000  for  Police  and  £10; 000 
for  the  Civil  Establishment,  and  that 
against  this  expenditure  there  is  a  local 
Revenue  of  £7,500.  The  Civil  Establish- 
ment  cost  £2,500  more  than  the  entire 
Revenue,  besides  which  there  is  an  ex- 
penditure of  £125,000  for  Police.  If 
there  were  any  principle  in  the  action 
of  the  Government,  if  they  intended 
to  proclaim  a  Protectorate  over  South 
Africa  and  carry  it  out  properly, 
something  might  be  said  in  favour  of 
this  policy  of  throwing  away  £1,000,000 
sterling  and  giving  £100,000  a-year  to 
these  vagabonds  in  the  Transvaal,  the 
Orange  Free  State,  and  the  Cape.  We 
are  now  paying  the  debts  of  the  men  we 
denounced — men  who  were  at  one  time 
arrayed  against  our  law,  and  against 
every  civilized  law  in  South  Africa.  We 
are  spending  £100.000  a-year,  and  will 
spend  it,  perhaps,  for  several  years,  and 
throw  away  money  as  long  as  we  hold 
the  territory.  I  am  strongly  of  opinion 
that  all  further  expeditions  in  South 
Africa  ought  to  be  made  at  the  cost  of 
the  Cape  Colony  and  Natal,  and  that 
this  Government  ought  not  to  spend  a 
single  penny  in  South  Africa.  In  New 
Zealand  we  found  that  as  long  as  we 
paid  the  piper  the  Colonists  would  find 
plenty  of  opportunities  for  war.  If  the 
Colonists  in  South  Africa  have  to  bear 
the  cost  I  do  not  think  we  shall  hare 
so  many  Kaffir  wars.  As  far  as  Bechu- 
analand is  concerned,  the  Cape  Gk>yem* 
ment  were  perfectly  willing  to  take  it 
over  and  bear  the  cost.  Instead  of 
allowing  them  to  do  that,  we  spent  OTer 
£1,000,000  sterling,  and  now  we  are 
spending  £100,000  a-year.  I  suppose 
that  when  any  profit  is  to  be  got  out  of 
the  country  we  shall  allow  the  Cape  to 
take  it  over.  At  present  we  are  pajing 
£100,000  a-year,  and  obtaining  in  re* 
turn  £7,500.    It  is  quite  noesssaiy  that 
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we  Bhonld  spend  a  little  time^  even  aft^r 
1  o'clcK-k  in  the  morning,  in  obtaining 
some  information  as  to  the  policr  the 
Goremment  propose  to  pnrsne  in  Sonth 
Africa.  We  are  allowing:  the  Cape  to 
annex  territory,  and  we  are  asked  t-o 
extend  ours.  It  is  necessarv  the  Gorem- 
ment  should  set  something  as  to  their 
policT.  They  blow  hot  and  cold»  and 
meddle  and  muddle  in  South  Africa,  and 
spend  a  great  deal  of  money,  and  all  t-o 
no  purpose.  The  House  ought  to  insist 
upon  some  statement  as  to  the  policy 
the  Government  mean  to  adopt.  We 
ought,  for  instance,  to  know  whether  it 
is  true  that  more  troops  are  to  be  sent 
out. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  E.  Staxhope; 
(Lincolnshire,  Homcastle, :  The  hon. 
Member  for  Caithness  ^Dr.  Clark)  has 
put  a  number  of  questions  to  me  in  con- 
nection with  this  Vote,  of  which  I  will 
answer  as  many  as  I  can.  He  has  asked 
for  an  explanation  of  the  item  of  £200 
for  allowance,  in  consequence  of  giving 
up  the  Orange  Biver  Territory.  The 
explanation  of  that  is,  that  there  was  an 
annuity  granted  to  one  of  the  ex-officials 
which  we  are  still  obliged  to  pay.  Then 
he  asks  how  it  is  that  we  have  no  Con- 
sular officer  for  the  Transvaal.  There 
have  been,  as  hon.  Members  will  be 
aware,  various  reasons  why  for  a  time 
we  have  had  no  Consular  officer ;  but  the 
Government  are  considering  whether  it 
would  not  be  proper  that  one  should  be 
appointed.  The  hou.  Member  then 
draws  attention  to  some  of  the  items  of 
expenditure  with  regard  to  Bechuana- 
land;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  his  re- 
marks on  the  expenditure  for  police  now 
going  on  in  Bechuanaland  convey  a 
very  strong  censure  on  the  action  of  the 
late  Liberal  Government.  AVe  succeeded 
to  Office  at  a  time  when  military  opera- 
tions were  going  on  in  Bechuanaland ; 
but  we  were  fortunate  enough  to  be  able 
to  put  an  end  to  that  state  of  affairs,  and 
establish  a  police  force  to  keep  order 
there  at  a  greatly  reduced  expense.  In 
the  Estimate  we  tell  the  House  of  Com- 
mons that  the  force  will  cost  £  100,000 
for  the  present  year ;  but  we  have 
reason  to  hope  that  next  year  the  sum 
will  be  largely  reduced.  As  regards 
the  general  position  of  afifairs  in  Bechu- 
analand, I  may  say  that  we  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  a  very  satisfac- 
tory state  of  things  prevails  in  that  coun- 


I  try.  Mcmtsoia  statra  that  he  is  rery 
well  satisfied  with  the  position  in  which 
he  is  now  placed.  But  when  the  hon. 
Member  says  he  would  like  to  cast  off 
all  Imperial  responsibility  for  these 
countries  I  would  ask  him  whether  that 
is  80  easy  a  matteir;  because  have  we 
not  incurred  responsibility  with  re^rd 
to  Bechuanaland  and  Zululand  ?  Her 
Majesty's  Government  recognize  that 
we  have  incurred  great  responsibility 
towards  the  people  of  those  countries; 
and  they  do  not  think  they  would  be 
doing  their  duty  if  they  did  not  dia* 
charge  the  responsibility  incurred  to- 
wards them.  With  regard  to  Zululand, 
I  should  like  to  say  that  the  negotia- 
tions which,  as  many  hon.  Members  are 
aware,  were  going  on  with  what  is  called 
the  new  Republic,  have  been  suspended. 
I  hope,  however,  that  they  will  be 
shortly  resumed.  I  have  had  a  commu- 
nication  from  a  gentleman  who  repre- 
sents and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the 
Bepublic ;  and  I  have  every  reason  to 
hope  that  the  negotiations  which  have 
been  set  on  foot  will  be  brought  to  a 
happy  termination. 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness):  I  agree 
that  we  have  a  responsibility  with  re* 
gard  to  Zululand.  I  agree  that  we 
broke  down  the  Zulu  power,  and  that 
we  ought  to  step  in  and  protect  the 
people ;  but  I  do  not  admit  that  we  have 
any  responsibility  with  regard  to  Bechu- 
analand. I  want  to  know  what  poHcv 
you  are  going  to  carry  on  there  ?  Witn 
regard  to  the  Zulu  race,  it  is  now  very 
small  indeed,  owing  to  the  Civil  War ; 
and  if  they  are  to  be  saved  they  require 
to  be  saved  quickly. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(19.^  £13,050,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  SuDsidies  to  Telegraph  Companies. 

(20.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

**That  a  sum,  not  oxcocding  £1,000,  bo 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  compiloto  tho  sum 
necessary  to  defray  tho  Charge  wnioh  will  oomo 
in  course  of  pavmont  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  as  a  Grant  in  Aid 
of  the  Revenue  of  the  Island  of  Cyprus." 

Mr.  LABOUOHERE  (Northampton) : 
This  is  another  instance  of  the  effeot  of 
taking  Votes  on  Account.  The  amount 
of  this  Estimate  is  actually  £20,000, 
of  which  you  have  had  £19,000,  and  we 
are  now  called  on  to  pay  £  1 ,000.  I  had 
an  Amendment  to  reduce  the  Vote,  which 
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I  find  now  I  cannot  move ;  and,  there- 
fore,  I  shall  take  a  division  on  the  whole 
Vote.  My  point  is  that  in  1885-6  the 
Grant- in- Aid  amounted  to  £15,000.  We 
have  been  told  persistently  that  the 
Be  venues  of  Cyprus  would  increase, 
and  that  we  should  have  to  pay  less  and 
less  in  each  year.  First,  there  were  con- 
siderable defalcations  in  the  accounts  of 
the  island;  then  there  was  a  re-organi- 
zation in  the  island ;  and,  again,  we 
were  told  that  we  should  soon  have  no- 
thing to  pay  for  Cyprus.  The  adminis- 
tration of  the  island  is  exceedingly  bad 
and  wasteful ;  and  I  will  give  one  in- 
stance of  it.  An  experienced  officer  went 
to  report  on  the  matter  of  the  Revenue 
survey  of  the  Island,  and  decided  that 
it  was  not  desirable  that  the  survey 
should  be  made,  because  it  had  already 
been  made  by  the  Turks.  Well,  Sir,  I 
would  point  out  that,  somehow  or  other, 
we  are  making  that  survey  notwith- 
standing the  advice  of  this  experienced 
officer.  There  is  one  surveyor,  and  a 
draftsman  20  years  old ;  and  to  look 
after  them  there  is  a  Turk  with  a  salary 
of  £1,000  a-year,  and  an  English  clerk 
with  a  salary  of  £650,  and  you  will  find 
that  one-third  of  the  entire  money  voted 
for  public  works  is  expended  in  salaries 
for  the  officials.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, is  it  not  surprising  that  the 
Revenues  of  Cyprus  do  not  suffice  for 
the  expenses.  The  reason  why  these 
little  islands  like  Cyprus  do  not  pay  is, 
that  they  are  perfect  nests  of  jobbery.  I 
think  the  Government  ought  to  look 
thoroughly  into  the  matter ;  and  in  order 
to  encourage  them  to  do  so,  and  lead  to 
that  desirable  state  of  things  in  which 
we  shall  not  be  called  upon  to  pay  any- 
thing at  all  for  the  Island,  I  shall  take 
a  division  on  the  Vote. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  fob 
TUB  COLONIES  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope) 
(Lincolnshire,  Horncastle) :  1  do  not 
think  the  hon.  Gentleman  can  find  any 
facts  to  support  this  charge  of  jobbery ; 
on  the  contrary,  I  thiuk  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  administration 
of  the  island  is  exceedingly  good.  There 
have  been  one  or  two  things,  I  admit, 
which  might  constitute  a  blot  on  the 
administration ;  but  there  is  every  reason 
to  hope  that  they  will  not  recur.  I  am 
told  that  there  are  some  general  symp- 
toms of  improvement  throughout  the 
island,  which  will,  in  time,  render  these 
GrantB-in-Aid  unnecessary.    Certainly, 

Mr.  Labouehere 


1  hope  we  shall  not  have  to  oome 
upon  the  Treasury  for  a  larger  amount 
than  in  former  years,  and  that,  on  the 
contrary,  there  will  be  a  steady  de- 
crease. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided: — Ayes  148; 
Noes  47:    Majority    101.— (Div.   List, 

No.  41.) 

Class  VI.— Non-Effkotivb  ahd 
Charitable  Sbryiceb. 

(21.)  £123,928,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Superannuation  and  Betired  Allow- 
ances. 

(22.)  £4.200,  to  complete  the  sum  lor 
Merchant  Seamen's  Fund  Pensions,  &o. 

(23.)  £485,000,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Pauper  Lunatics,  England. 

(24.)  £2,000,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Pauper  Lunatics,  Scotland. 

(25.)  £800,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Pauper  Lunatics,  Ireland. 

(26.)  £7,658,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Hospitals  and  Infirmaries,  Ireland. 

(27.)  £1,000,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Savings  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies 
Deficiency. 

(28.)  £1,111,  to  complete  the  sum  tor 
Miscellaneous  Charitable  and  other  Al- 
lowances, Great  Britain. 

(29.)  £1,303,  to  complete  the  sum  for 
Miscellaneous  Charitable  and  other  Al- 
lowances, Ireland. 

Class  VII. — Miscellaneous. 

(30.)  £13,331,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Temporary  Commissions. 

(31.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

'*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £2,802,  be 
gpranted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  for  certain  Mu- 
ceilaneous  Expenses.'* 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  (Nortliampton): 
This  is  another  instance  of  a  Vote  oeing 
taken  on  Account.  I  intended  to  moTe 
a  reduction  of  this  Vote  by  the  som  of 
£6,000 ;  but  I  cannot  do  so,  for  the 
reason  that  a  Vote  on  Account  has  been 
had;  and,  again,  I  am  compelled  to 
divide  the  Committee  on  the  entire  Yote. 
Now,  there  is  here  a  charge  of  £3,980 
for  cost  of  robes  and  insignia  for  tbe 
Knights  Companions  and  oflioers  of  th« 
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several  Orders  of  the  Garter,  the  Bath, 
the  Thistle,  and  St.  Michael  and  St. 
George,  and  for  the  officers  of  the 
Heralds*  College.  Well,  Sir,  I  have 
not  the  slightest  objection  to  Gentlemen 
getting  these  Orders  of  Garters,  Baths, 
and  Thibtles,  or  anything  they  like ;  what 
I  object  to  is  paying  for  them.  I  should 
like  to  know  who  are  these  Gentlemen. 
I  am  not  one  of  them  myself;  but  I 
gather  that  although,  in  some  cases, 
they  pay  for  these  robes  themselves,  in 
others  they  do  not.  I  should  also  like 
to  know  when  a  Knight  of  the  Gaiter 
wears  his  robes  ?  [The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer:  On  State  occasions.] 
Exactly.  1  am  a  taxpayer  ;  and  my  hon. 
Friends  here  are  taxpayers  ;  we  are  not 
asked  to  attend  on  these  State  occasions, 
why,  then,  should  we  pay  for  them  ?  I 
think  it  a  perfect  absurdity  that  persons 
in  their  senses  should  want  to  dress 
themselves  up  in  these  medieeval  dresses 
— however,  if  they  do,  let  them  pay  for  it. 
Then  tbere  is  the  Marshal  of  the  Cere- 
monies, who  is  allowed  £80.  What  does 
this  Marshal  do  ?  He  does  absolutely 
nothing.  He  is  one  of  those  who  attend 
on  State  occasions,  and  I  presume  he  is 
accompanied  by  these  nine  trumpeters 
and  one  kettledrummer.  Again,  I  say, 
let  him  go,  by  all  means ;  but  do  not  ask 
us  to  pay  for  it.  Then  we  have  £1,500 
for  fees  to  heralds  and  others  in  respect 
of  patents  of  creation  issued  from  the 
Crown  Office  in  Chancery.  I  see  it  is 
stated  that  these  fees  are  now  taken  in 
stamps,  and  are,  therefore,  paid  into  the 
Exchequer  J  but  I  understand  that  they 
go  into  the  pockets  of  the  heralds.  But 
what  are  these  fees  ?  I  presume  they 
are  for  Peerages.  Well,  then,  let  the 
Peers  pay  the  fees.  Why  should  we, 
the  taxpayers,  pay  £1,500,  because 
Gentlemen  want  to  be  created  Peers  by 
Her  Majesty^s  Government,  and  because 
wo  happen  to  have  a  herald  who 
claims  a  fee  whenever  a  creation  takes 
place  ?  As  I  have  said,  I  shall  divide  the 
Committee  on  this  Vote. 

Sir  HEEBERT  MAXWELL  (A  Lord 
of  the  Treasury)  (Wigton):  I  do  not 
intend  to  trouble  the  Committee  with 
any  lengthened  observations  in  reply  to 
the  characteristic  remarks  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  in  reference  to  the 
pageantry  hitherto  inseparable  from  his 
country.  The  fees  in  question  are  now 
paid  directly  into  the  Exchequer,  and 
the  heralds  and  officials  of  the  Heralds' 


College  are  now  paid  by  statute.  With 
regard  to  the  item  for  insignia  and  robes, 
I  think  the  charge  is  for  maintenance 
and  repairs.  [An  hon.  Member  :  Darn- 
ing.] These  insigrnia  do  not  become  the 
property  of  the  Knights,  but  are  only 
used  by  them  during  their  installation, 
and  are  then  returned.  As  to  the  pro- 
priety of  maintaining  that  which  has 
always  been  maintained  in  almost  every 
civilized  country — namely,  a  certain  ex- 
penditure in  regard  to  conferring  upon 
individuals  who  have  rendered  dis- 
tinguished services  to  their  country 
marks  not  only  of  the  Royal  favour,  but 
of  national  gratitude,  I  think  it  will  be 
scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  say  any- 
thing. I  think  that  so  long  as  public 
servants  are  content  to  receive  these 
rewards  in  lieu  of  advances,  and  so  long 
as  such  occasions  occur  as  Hoyal  Mar- 
riages, and  the  opening  of  Parliament 
by  the  Sovereign  in  person,  when  Foreign 
Ministers  are  in  attendance,  and  when 
elaborate  arrangements  have  to  be  made 
for  the  care  and  custody  of  these  im- 
portant personages,  these  payments 
should  be  made.  It  would  be  impos- 
sible to  allow  these  personages  to  wan- 
der about  the  place  by  themselves.  It 
would  not  be  in  accordance  with  the 
courtesy  and  respect  which  we  always 
show  to  Ambassadors  and  Hepresenta- 
tives  of  Foreign  Powers.  I  thinS  it  would 
be  false  economy  on  the  part  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  to  do  away  with  this  Vote, 
and  the  forms  and  ceremonies  which  it 
implies. 

Mr.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Finsbury,  E.) : 
Are  there  any  extraordinary  Knights 
who  do  not  pay  fees  ? 

Sir  HERBERT  MAXWELL;  I 
think  that  when  the  Garter  is  conferred 
upon  the  Sovereign  he  does  not  pay  the 
fees.  Members  of  the  Royal  Family  do 
not  pay  the  fees. 

Mr.  PIOTON  (Leicester)  :  I  think 
we  are  entitled  to  know  the  names  of 
those  persons  to  whom  the  country  owes 
so  much,  and  who  are  treated  with  such 
marked  gratitude  by  the  nation.  Is 
there  any  rule  against  making  the  names 
known? 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal, E.) :  Are  we  to  understand  that  the 
pomp  and  pageantry  inseparable  from 
the  Government  of  this  country  is  car- 
ried on  in  second-hand  clothes  which 
it  costs  several  hundred  pounds  a-year 
to  mend? 
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The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER  (Lord  Randolph  CuuRCHHiL) 
(Paddington,  8.) :  Whatever  the  coun- 
try does  in  the  way  of  pomp  and 
pageantry,  it  does  it  well.  This  item 
for  repairs  is  not  for  repairing  the 
robes,  but  the  insignia,  which,  as  the 
lion.  Member  knows,  is  jewellery,  and 
may  require  re-setting,  and  so  on.  With 
regard  to  the  fees,  1  believe  tliat  most 
Knights  do  not  pay  anything  when  the 
Order  is  conferred  upon  them ;  though 
when  a  person  is  made  a  Knight  of  the 
Garter  I  believe  the  payment  required 
is  £1,000. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR :  Do  all 
the  Knights  pay  that  ? 

LoBD  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
All  the  ordinary  Knights  pay  it ;  but  I 
believe  foreign  Sovereigns  do  not.  The 
Orders  of  the  Bath,  St.  Michael  and 
St.  George,  St.  Patrick,  and  the  Thistle 
are  conferred  on  Civil  servants  and  so 
forth,  gentlemen  whose  position  does 
not  enable  them  to  pay  heavy  fees ;  and 
the  arrangements  as  to  fees  are  so  made 
that  the  granting  of  these  marks  of  dis- 
tinction does  not  impose  a  burden  upon 
those  who  receive  them.  That,  I  think, 
is  the  proper  explanation  of  the  item. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  140  ; 
Noes  48 :  Majority  92.  —  (Div.  List, 
No.  42.) 

Revenue  Departments. 

(32.)  £536,057,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Customs. 

(33.)  £1,057,506,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  Inland  Revenue. 

(34.)  £3,118,955,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  the  Post  Office. 

(35.)  £335,663,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  the  Post  Office  Packet  Service. 

Db.  CLARK  (Caithness) :  I  should 
like,  if  possible,  to  have  some  informa- 
tion from  the  Postmaster  General  as  to 
whether  he  intends  to  do  anything  to 
accelerate  the  mails  in  the  North  and 
North- West  of  Scotland  ?  The  mail 
that  leaves  London  at  night  for  the 
West  of  Scotland  goes  to  Stirling, 
where  it  remains  two  hours ;  and  in- 
stead of  getting  to  Oban  at  about  9 
o'clock,  so  as  to  enable  it  to  be  sent  at 
once  by  the  packets  and  steamers  to  the 
Western  Islands,  it  does  not  get  there 
until  after  12  o'clock.    The  mail  going 


to  Inverness  gets  there  long  before  the 
one  goiDg  to  Oban  reaches  its  deetma- 
tion.  The  result  of  the  present  arrange- 
ment is  that  the  entire  service  to  the^^rt 
of  Scotland  by  steamers  and  mail  packets 
is  kept  back  by  the  mail  being  detained 
two  hours  at  Stirling. 

Tub  chairman  :  The  question  as 
to  mail  trains  is  not  applicaole  to  this 
Vote. 

Dr.  CLARK :  The  packets  are  unaUe 
to  leave.  The  letters,  as  I  saj,  come 
from  the  South  by  train,  and  thej  have 
to  go  on  by  packet.  If  the  mail  trains 
were  not  dela;^ed  on  the  way  the  packets 
would  be  able  to  get  started,  and  the 
letters  would  be  all  the  sooner  distri- 
buted. 

The  postmaster  GENERAL 
(Mr.  Raikes)  (Cambridge  University) : 
Though  this  matter  is  not  strictly  rele- 
vant to  the  Vote  I  may,  perhaps,  be 
permitted  to  say  a  word  in  reply  to  the 
hon.  Member  who  has  referred  to  it.  The 
West  side  of  Scotland  has  not  yet  occa- 
pied  my  attention,  though  the  other  side 
has.  I  shall,  however,  now  be  glad  to 
consider  the  requirements  of  the  West 
side,  and  shall  devote  attention  to  the 
matter  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  referred 
to,  in  order  to  see  what  can  be  done. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

(36.)  £775,510,  to  complete  the  sum 
for  the  Post  Office  Telegraphs. 

Class  m. — Law  and  Justice. 

(37.)  £1,680,  Supplementary,  lor  Re- 
vising Barristers,  England. 

(38.)  £3,930,  for  the  Crofters'  Com- 

mission. 

Class  IV. — Education,  Soieiice, 
AND  Aet. 

(39.)  £5,000,  for  the  Boyal  Uniyer- 
sity  of  Ireland. 

Class  VII. — Miscellaneous. 

(40.)  Motion  made,  and  Question  pro- 
posed, 

*'That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £14,786,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  coarse  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March  ISSTi 
for  the  repayment  to  the  Civil  Conting«noies 
Fund  of  certain  Miscellaneous  Adyancea." 

Mr.  LABOnOHERE  (Northampton): 
As  a  loyal  subject  of  Her  Majesty,  and 
a  great  respecter  of  the  Boyal  FamUji 
I  have  always  thought  that  one  of  the 
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greatest  mistakes  that  suocessiye  Go- 
vemments  make  is  to  come  on  Parlia- 
ment for  these  small  sums.  I  believe 
these  sums  have  caused  a  great  deal 
more  irritation  to  the  people  of  this 
country  than  the  larger  sums  that  are 
asked  for  for  Her  Majesty  and  the 
Royal  Family,  and  the  Relatives  of  Her 
Majesty  who  belong  to  other  Royal 
Families.  Now,  you  will  find  that  when 
Members  of  the  Royal  Family  travel 
in  England  they  either  take  the  ordinary 
train,  or  a  special  train,  and  pay  their 
fares  themselves.  A  Member  of  the 
Royal  Family  on  his  way  to  the  Conti- 
nent, however,  pays  his  own  fare  down 
to  Dover  ;  but  when  he  arrives  at  Dover 
the  country  is  called  on  to  provide  a 
private  steam  packet  for  him  at  a  cost 
of  £40.  There  are  generally  two 
packets  there  with  private  cabins ;  and 
I  do  not  see  why  Members  of  the  Royal 
Family  should  not  use  those  packets 
precisely  as  they  use  the  ordinary  train. 
If  they  like  to  take  a  private  packet  let 
them  pay  for  it  themselves.  There  has 
been,  for  many  years,  in  this  House  a 
very  strong  objection  to  these  payments. 
If  we  were  only  called  upon  to  make 
them  when  the  Heir  to  the  Throne  goes 
on  official  business  to  the  Continent  we 
should  not  object  ;  but  we  feel  that 
when  he  goes  on  his  own  private  busi- 
ness we  should  not  be  called  upon  to 
pay  £40  as  the  expense  of  his  going 
there,  and  £40  as  the  expense  of  his 
coming  back.  But  it  is  not  only  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales 
whose  expenses  we  have  to  pay  in  this 
way.  We  have  to  deal  in  the  same  way 
with  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Con- 
naught,  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  and 
other  Royal  personages.  They  all  take 
these  private  packets,  and  we  are  called 
on  to  pay  for  them.  But  that  is  not  all. 
We  have,  in  the  same  way,  to  pay  part 
of  the  travelling  expenses  of  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Grand  Duke  of  Hesse. 
Every  time  he  comes  here  we  have  to 
pay  £40.  Why  should  we  do  that?  I 
have  no  doubt  that  this  illustrious  per- 
sonage is  very  much  respected  by  his 
own  subjects,  and  if  he  comes  here  we 
are  ready  to  welcome  him  and  speed  the 
parting  guest ;  but  why  should  we  pay 
for  his  crossing  the  Channel  ?  Why 
should  we  pay  £40  for  the  Grand 
Duchess  of  Mecklenburg  to  come  here, 
and  £40  for  her  to  go  back?  We  do 
more    than    that  in  the  case  of    Her 


Royal  or  Her  Serene  Highness,  for 
when  she  feels  inclined  to  oome  to 
England  she  orders  a  steam  packet  at 
our  expense,  and  when  she  changes  her 
mind  and  does  not  come  we  are  charged 
demurrage.  Then  there  is  the  Duchess 
of  Teck,  a  very  popular  Princess,  but 
not  even  the  child  or  the  grandchild  of 
the  Sovereign,  yet  we  have  to  pay  for 
her  trips  to  the  Continent.  We  know 
that  we  are  so  fortunate  as  to  possess  a 
very  large  Royal  Family ;  that  there  are 
a  very  large  number  of  grandchildren 
to  the  present  Sovereign ;  and  it  is  rather 
a  serious  thing  to  contemplate  the  ex- 
pense we  may  ultimately  be  called  upon 
to  bear  if  we  have  to  pay  £80  every  time 
one  of  these  grandchildren  wishes  to  go 
to  the  Continent.  I  know  what  the 
defence  is  for  this  expenditure  ;  I  have 
heard  it  a  hundred  times  from  the  Front 
Bench  opposite.  I  have  been  told,  and 
I  presume  I  shall  hear  it  again  to-night, 
that  the  Fleet  belongs  to  Her  Majesty, 
and  that  Her  Majesty  has  got  the  right 
to  order  a  ship  of  war  to  come  to  Dover, 
or  to  go  to  Calais,  to  convey  one  of  Her 
Relatives  from  or  to  this  country  when- 
ever she  likes.  We  shall  be  told  that 
if  we  do  not  hire  these  private  steamers 
Her  Majesty  will  do  this.  I  have  far 
too  great  a  respect  for  Her  Majesty  to 
believe  that  she  would  do  anything  of 
the  sort ;  but,  even  if  she  would  do  so, 
at  any  rate  she  might  as  well  try  it. 
If  Her  Majesty  were  to  employ  a  ship 
of  the  Navy,  at  a  large  cost,  for  trans- 
porting Members  of  Her  Family  across 
the  Channel,  we  might  then  have  to 
consider  what  course  we  ought  to  take 
to  save  the  expenditure. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

''That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £14,172,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  defray  the  Charge 
which  will  come  in  course  of  payment  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  3l8t  day  of  March  1887, 
for  the  repayment  to  the  Civil  Contingenoies 
Fund  of  certain  Miscellaneous  Advances.** — 
(Mr,  Labouchere,) 

Dr.  CLARK  (Caithness):  I  see  an 
item  here  upon  which  I  should  like 
some  information — namely,  for  the  Right 
Hon.  John  Naish,  late  Lord  Chancellor 
of  Ireland,  £903.  I  cannot  think  that 
that  sum  is  for  repairing  his  robes ;  I 
cannot  think  his  robes  want  repairing, 
seeing  that  he  was  only  five  weeks  Lord 
Chancellor  before  the  Liberal  Govern- 
ment was  overturned.  Surely,  in  five 
weeks,  his  robes  could  not  have  been 
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damaged  to  the  extent  of  £903.  We 
hare  another  Irish  Lord  Ohancellor 
now,  and  he  will  probably  be  in  the 
same  position  with  regard  to  this  allow- 
ance. We  have  been  having  Lord  Chan- 
cellors appointed  rather  frequently  of 
late,  and  I  should  like  to  know  how 
much  of  this  money  is  spent  if  a  man 
only  serves  five  weeks  ?  Even  so  short 
an  appointment  as  five  weeks  entitles  a 
man  to  an  enormous  pension  ever  after- 
wards. I  wish  to  know  whether,  if  a 
Lord  Chancellor  were  re-appointed,  this 
item  under  discussion  would  be  again 
charged  ? 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.):  Apparently 
this  item  of  £900  is  for  equipage.  I  do 
not  know  Mr.  John  Naish  personally ; 
but  although  he  received  a  large  allow- 
ance for  equipage,  which  of  course 
means  carriages  and  horses,  I  believe 
that,  so  far  as  the  inhabitants  of  Dublin 
are  aware,  he  never  used  even  so  much 
as  a  donkey  cart. 

The  SECKETAEY  to  the  TEEA- 
SUKY  (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.) :  The 
item  which  is  called  equipage  money  is 
a  sum  which  is  payable  on  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Lord  Chancellor.  It  is  not 
paid  twice  to  the  same  individual ;  there- 
fore, on  the  second  appointment,  the 
sum  will  not  be  paid. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  think  that  after  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  further 
explanation  is  nece8«*ary.  It  certainly 
appears  from  these  Estimates  that  this 
sum  is  paid  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  on 
his  second  appointment.  We  want  to 
know  whether  that  is  so  or  not  ? 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) : 
The  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Jackson)  will 
see  that  £923  Is,  6d,  is  paid  on  the 
appointment  of  the  Lord  Ohancellor  of 
Ireland.  This  is  his  second  appoint- 
ment within  a  year. 

Mr.  JACKSON  :  The  hon.  Member 
(Mr.  T.  W.  Russell)  well  knows  that 
these  Estimates  were  prepared  last  year, 
and  I  think  he  will  find  that  the  state- 
ment I  made — [An  hon.  Member:  This 
is  a  Supplementary  Estimate.]  Yes ; 
but  it  was  paid  out  of  the  Civil  Con- 
tingencies Fund.  I  think  the  explanation 
I  have  given  is  correct — namely,  that 
the  money  will  not  be  paid  twice.  I 
trust  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Northampton  (Mr.  Labouchere)  will 
not  press  his  Motion  to  a  division.  IIo 
suggt'sts  that  one  of  the  ships  of  the 
Navy  might  be  used  for  the  conveyance 

Dr.  Clark 


of  distinguished  persons ;  but  I  think 
he  knows  perfectly  well  that  there  is 
hardly  a  ship  in  the  Navy  that  could  go 
into  the  harbours.  Besides,  I  under- 
stand—and this,  I  think,  will  oommend 
itself  to  the  hon.  Member — that  even  if 
one  of  the  ships  of  the  Navy  was  brought 
into  requisition,  the  actual  cost  of  the 
coal  used  would  be  more  than  the  aum 
that  is  paid  for  these  packets. 

Mr.  J.  ROWLANDS  (Pinsbury,  E.) : 
Some  of  us  are  not  particularly  anxious 
to  use  either  men-of-war,  or  to  pay  for 
special  packets,  for  the  conveyance  of 
these  distinguished  personages  across 
the  Channel.  If  these  journeys  have  to 
be  undertaken,  I  cannot  understand  why 
they  should  not  be  paid  for  by  the  per- 
sons taking  them. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolph  Chubchiix) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  Until  hon.  Gentlemen 
are  prepared  to  make  a  considerable 
change  in  the  Constitution,  they  must 
bear  in  mind  that  the  Navy  is  the 
Queen's  Navy,  and  that  the  ships  of  the 
Navy  are  the  Queen's  ships ;  and  that, 
therefore,  the  Queen  is  perfectly  entitled 
to  use  the  ships  of  the  Navy  for  the  con- 
veyance of  such  persons  as  may  be  con- 
venient to  the  Royal  pleasure.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  chartering  of  these 
packets  is  a  more  economical  way  of 
conveying  distinguished  persons  to  and 
from  this  country  than  the  employment 
of  what  it  would  be  within  the  right  of 
Her  Majesty  to  employ — a  large  man-of* 
war  or  a  large  yacht. 

Mr.  PICTON  (Leicester) :  I  do  not 
quite  understand  the  argument  of  the 
noble  Lord  (Lord  Randolph  ChnrchiU). 
Our  Parks  are  called  the  Queen's  Parks ; 
but  I  do  not  understand  that  Her  Ma- 
jesty can  make  any  special  use  of  them 
for  herself.  I  protest  against  the  mere 
use  of  a  ceremonial  formula  to  justify  the 
expenditure  of  £40  every  time  an  august 
Family  or  a  Member  of  an  august  Family 
wishes  to  cross  the  Channel.  The  Navy 
belongs  to  Her  Majesty,  as  representing 
and  impersonating  the  nation,  and  not 
as  her  private  property.  I  do  not  think 
the  reason  given  by  the  noble  Lord  the 
Channollor  of  the  Exchequer  for  this 
expenditure  is  at  all  a  valid  one. 

Dr.  CLARK :  I  hope  my  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Labouchere)  will  take  a  division 
upon  tiiis  Vote  as  a  protest  on  behalf  of 
the  unfortunate  travellers  who,  when 
they  come  down  to  Dover  or  CalaiB,  find 
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tbat  the  best  and  most  regular  boat  is 
engaged  for  the  conveyance  of  a  distin- 
guished persoD,  and  that  they  have  to 
cross  the  Channel  in  one  of  the  wretched 
cargo  boats.  I  remember  that  not  long 
ago,  when  one  of  these  wretched  cargo 
steamers  was  crossing  the  Channel  with 
passengers,  the  regular  packet  having 
been  eu gaged  for  the  conveyance  of  a 
distinguished  person,  it  broke  down, 
and  the  passengjers  were  eight  or  nine 
hours  in  the  Channel  at  the  mercy  of 
the  wind  and  waves. 

Question  put. 

The  Committee  divided  : — Ayes  48  ; 
Noes  126:  Majority  78.— (Div.  List, 
No.  43.) 

Original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to, 
Besolutions  to  be  reported  To-morrow, 

SUPPLY.-REPORT. 
Resolutions  [16th  September]  reported, 

Eesolutions  1  to  5,  inclusive,  agreed 
to. 

Eesolution  6  read  a  first  and  second 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
**  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Eesolution." 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) :  On 
this  Vote  I  should  like  to  ask  the  right 
lion.  Grentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  two 
questions — namely,  if  any  information 
has  come  into  his  possession  recently  in 
regard  to  the  action  of  the  Land  Com- 
missioners in  instructing  their  solicitor 
to  proceed  against  certain  glebe  pur- 
chasers in  Ireland  for  arrears  which  the 
Land  Commissioners  knew  the  men 
could  not  pay ;  and,  also,  if  he  can  see 
his  way  to  include  the  case  of  the  glebe 
purchasers  within  the  purview  of  the 
inquiry  which  is  about  to  be  held  into 
the  condition  of  agriculture  in  Ireland  ? 
All  the  glebe  purchasers  in  Ireland  are 
very  anxious  that  the  scope  of  the  in- 
quiry should  be  so  extended  as  to  include 
their  case. 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
(Bristol,  W.)  :  I  have  no  information 
as  to  the  first  question  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber (Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny).  As  to  the  second 
question,  I  may  say  I  have  already  been 
in  communication  with  some  Gentlemen, 


Members  of  this  House,  who  have  in- 
terested themselves  on  behalf  of  the 
glebe  purchasers ;  but  I  do  not  see  how 
the  case  of  the  glebe  purchasers  could 
come  within  the  purview  of  the  inquiry. 
They  are  not  tenants,  but  owners  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Irish  Church  Act. 
They  do  not  come  under  the  Land  Act 
of  1881,  into  the  operation  of  which  the 
Commission  is  to  inquire.  For  that  rea- 
son I  do  not  see  how  their  case  can  be 
inquired  into. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY :  Is  it  not  pos- 
sible to  extend  the  scope  of  the  inquiry  ? 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH: 
No  ;  not  to  include  their  case.  I  think 
I  have  already  said,  in  answer  to  a  Ques- 
tion, that  I  will  look  into  the  matter, 
and  see  whether  anything  can  be  done 
to  improve  the  position  of  these  pur- 
chasers. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY:  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  said  these  men  are  not 
tenants,  but  owners ;  they  can,  however, 
be  6i6ctfid 

Sir  MICHAEL  HIOKS-BEACH: 
They  are  there  in  the  position  of  mort- 
gagees. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolutions  7  and  8,  severally,  agreed 
to. 

Resolution  9  read  a  first  and  second 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
'^That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Resolution." 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.): 
In  consequence  of  the  answer  I  received 
earlier  in  the  Sitting  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach),  I  desire  to  raise 
the  question  of  the  accommodation  of 
certain  Presbyterian  prisoners  in  Ire- 
land. Of  course,  I  wish  to  acknowledge 
the  courtesy  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 
I  am  quite  certain  the  statement  he  made 
in  reply  to  my  question  must  have  been 
put  into  his  hands  by  the  officers  whose 
conduct  is  complained  of.  It  is  a  fact 
that  eight  Presbyterian  prisoners  were 
sent  from  Belfast  to  Kilkenny  Ghiol  in 
the  month  of  June,  and  not  only  were  they 
there  denied  the  services  of  the  Presby- 
terian minister  at  Kilkenny,  but  every 
effort  made  by  the  Kilkenny  Presby- 
terian minister  to  see  the  prisoners  was 
objected  to  by  the  officer  in  authority. 
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In  short,  the  men  were  denied  the  minis- 
trations of  their  own  clergymen.  It  is 
no  answer  to  say  that  six  of  the  prisoners 
expressed  themselves  satisfied  with  the 
ministrations  of  the  Episcopalian  clergy- 
man. There  is  another  point  to  which 
I  would  like  the  Chief  Secretary  to  direct 
his  attention,  and  it  is  that  the  Presby- 
terians have  no  representative  on  the 
Prisons  Board  —  they  have  very  little 
representation  on  any  public  Board  in 
Ireland — and  as  the  Member  for  a  con- 
stituency largely  Presbyterian  I  think  it 
well  to  say  there  is  a  very  bitter  and 
strong  feeling  growing  up  on  this  ques- 
tion. I  should  like  some  assurance  from 
the  Chief  Secretary  that  during  the 
Eecess  he  will  look  into  the  matter. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  answer 
the  last  part  of  the  question  I  put  to 
him  earlier.  I  asked  him  to  say  if  care 
will  be  taken  in  future  that  such  a 
thing  as  occurred  at  Kilkenny  will  not 
happen  again,  and  that  Presbyterians 
will  not  be  sent  to  prisons  where  they 
are  denied  the  right  to  the  ministrations 
of  their  own  clergymen.  It  does  not 
follow,  because  the  Presbyterian  Church 
furnishes  so  few  prisoners,  that  prisoners 
of  that  persuasion  ought  to  be  neglected 
in  the  matter  of  religious  ministrations. 

Mr.  AETHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done- 
gal,  E.) :  I  sympathize  with  the  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  T.  W.  Russell)  in  the  com- 
plaint he  has  put  forward.  I  have  my- 
self known  cases  in  which  Roman  Ca- 
tholic prisoners  have  been  refused  the 
ministration  of  clergymen  of  their  own 
Church.  In  matters  of  this  kind  we  are 
quite  as  ready  to  speak  in  the  interest 
of  Episcopalians  as  we  are  in  the  in- 
terest of  members  of  our  own  Church ; 
and,  therefore,  I  express  a  hope  that  the 
Government  will  see  that  when  Presby- 
terian prisoners  are  removed  from  Bel- 
fast to  places  like  Kilkenny,  the  Presby- 
terian minister  there  shall  be  allowed  to 
have  reasonable  access  to  the  prison. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  Michael  Hioks  -  Beach) 
(Bristol,  W.) :  I  can  assure  the  hon. 
Member  that  there  is  no  desire  to  pre- 
vent reasonable  access  being  had  to 
prisoners  by  the  clergymen  of  the 
Churches  of  which  they  are  members, 
and  the  matter  shall  not  be  lost  sight  of. 

Mr.  BIQGAR  (Cavan,  W.)  :  I  think 
the  Presbyterian  ministers  have  far 
more  favours  shown  them  than  is  de- 
sirable.   I  know  that  those  gentlemen 

Mr.  T,  W.  Ru9sell 


do  not  give  any  miniBterial  aerrioM 
unless  they  are  paid  for.  If  the  minister 
in  the  neighbourhood  has  any  seal  for 
his  religion,  one  would  think  that  be 
would  attend  prisoners  without  a  special 
payment.  Perhaps  the  case  oould  be 
met  by  making  a  capitation  grant. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Remaining  Resolutions  agreed  to. 

WAYS  AND  MBANS. 

Conaidered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Resolved^  That,  towards  making  good  the 
Supply  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the  serrioe 
of  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  Mardh 
1887,  the  sum  of  £20,089,689  be  granted  oat  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Resolution  to  be  reported  To-morrow, 

House  adjourned  at  Three  o'clock. 


HOUSE     OF    OOMMONB. 
Saturday^  \%th  September^    1886. 


The  House  met  at  Twelve  of  the 
clock. 

MINUTES.]— Supply— (;0M«tVi^fMf  in  OommitUi 
Reaolutiont  [September  17]  raparUd, 

Wats  and  Means — conaidered  in  Oammittaa^' 
Reaolution  [September  17]  raported. 

Public  Bill  —  Otdarad  —  Firat  Samdinf  — 
Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriaticm). 

QUESTlOir. 

0 

POOR  LAW  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES)— 
AGED  COUPLES  IN  WOKKHOUaBS. 

Mr.  OHAELES  W.  GRAY  (Essex, 
Maldon)  asked  the  President  of  ihs 
Local  Government  Board,  Whether  he 
will  inquire  into  the  cases  of  Phil- 
pots  and  wife,  and  Edwards  and  wife, 
aged  paupers  of  the  Hastings  Work* 
house,  who  against  their  wishes  are 
separated;  and,  if  the  Local  Govern* 
ment  Board  will  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  taking  steps  to  alter  a  long- 
existing  arrangement  at  the  infirmary 
of  the  Halstead  (Essex)  Workhouse,  hj 
which  invalids,  both  on  the  male  and 
on  the  female  side,  are  placed  in  a  small 
daj  ward  with  idiots  and  imbeciles  ? 
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The  PEESIDENT  (Mr.  Eitohib) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's) :  I  will 
inquire  into  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  and  if  the  Guardians  have 
not  provided  proper  accommodation  I 
will  see  that  the  matter  is  attended  to. 
I  have  at  present  no  information  as  to 
the  arrangement  alluded  to,  at  the  Hal- 
stead  Workhouse ;  but  the  matter  will 
receive  my  attention. 


ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Ordered^  That,  on  Monday  next,  the  Order 
of  the  3rd  day  of  September,  giving  prece- 
dence tojall  stages  of  the  Appropriation  Bill,  be 
suspended. — {Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

ORDERS  OF  TEE  DA  Y. 


SUPPLY.— REPORT. 

Eesolutions  [17th  September]  re- 
ported. 

Eesolutions  1  to  12,  inclusive,  agreed 
to. 

(13.)  «  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £62,010,  be 
granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31st  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Ex- 
penses of  Her  Majesty's  Embassies  and  Mis- 
sions Abroad." 

EGYPT  (FINANCE,  &c.)  —  THE  6  PER 
CENT  DEDUCTION  FROM  THE  COU- 
PONS-REPAYMENT BY  ENGLAND. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Sir  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &c.),  in  rising  to  draw  attention 
to  the  announcement  made  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exihoquer  towards 
the  close  of  the  previous  day's  Sitting, 
that  it  was  intended  to  devote  a  sum  of 
£200,000  towards  the  repayment  of  6 
per  cent  which  had  been  deducted  from 
the  coupons  of  the  Egyptian  bond- 
holders, said,  that  although  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  noble  Lord  was  un- 
doubtedly of  a  startling  character,  it 
had  not  received  the  discussion  which 
its  importance  demanded.  He  was 
inclined  to  believe  that  this  sum  was 
oiTored  as  a  sort  of  bribe  to  the  bond- 
holders and  the  Foreign  Powers,  at  the 
expense  of  the  British  taxpayers,  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  a  sullen  acquies- 
cence on  their  part  in  the  British  occu- 
pation of  Egypt.  ITis  contention  was 
that  tho  surplus  out  of  which  it  was 
proposed  to  make  tho  payment  was  not 
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a  real,  but  a  sham  surplus.  He  asserted, 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  it 
was  a  sham  surplus  obtained  by  borrow- 
ing. There  was,  however,  something 
much  more  serious  beyond.  He  was 
afraid  that  the  Egyptian  fellahs  had 
been  very  much  squeezed  in  order  to 
keep  up  a  very  severe  revenue  system, 
and  that  no  allowance  had  been  made 
for  the  depreciation  of  agricultural  value. 
It  might  be  possible  in  future  years  to 
make  Egypt  pay ;  but  it  could  only  be 
done  on  one  condition,  and  that  was 
that  the  expense  of  defending  Egypt 
from  foreign  and  other  enemies  was 
placed  upon  the  British  taxpayer.  Such 
a  course  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  most 
unjustifiable ;  but  as  long  as  the  neces- 
sity existed  it  was  improper  to  say  that 
any  surplus  existed  in  Egypt.  The  ex- 
pense of  the  British  occupation  of  Egypt 
and  of  the  employment  of  the  military 
there  was  very  large  indeed.  The  ex- 
traordinary charges  on  account  of  Egypt 
exceeded  £1,000,000 ;  and,  taking  other 
matters  into  consideration,  the  cost 
would  amount  at  least  to  £2,000,000  or 
£3,000,000  per  annum.  But  we  gave 
even  more  than  that,  because  the 
Egyptian  Eevenue  was  swelled  by  the 
Customs  duties  and  the  cost  of  the  trans- 
port of  the  Army  by  railway.  All 
these  things  involved  the  expenditure 
of  British  money,  and  the  cost  of  the 
movement  of  British  troops  in  Egypt 
was  a  very  large  item  indeed.  If  bou. 
Members  would  inquire  into  the  matter, 
they  would  find  that,  in  truth,  not  one 
farthing  of  the  £200,000  paid  in  by 
Egypt  was  a  reality ;  and,  in  point  of 
fact,  the  major  part  of  the  money  came 
from  the  pockets  of  the  British  tax- 
payer. He  was  sure  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  of  all  persons,  must  be 
most  anxious  to  substitute  an  Egyptian 
Army  for  the  British  Army,  now  suflfer- 
ing  so  much  in  health  and  costing  so 
much.  But  if  an  Egyptian  Army  was  to 
be  substituted,  somebody  must  pay  for 
it.  At  present  the  Egyptian  Budget 
only  allowed  for  an  expenditure  upon  a 
Native  Army  which  would  be  altogether 
inadequate  for  tho  defence  of  the  coun- 
try. He  failed  to  understand  why  we 
alone  of  all  tho  nations  of  the  world 
should  be  required  to  pay  for  the  de- 
fence of  Egypt,  surrounded  as  she  was 
by  warlike  tribes  always  ready  to  pounce 
upon  her.  Other  countries  had  quite  as 
much  interest  in  the  defence  of  Egy^it 
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as  this  country,  and  ought  to  contribute 
to  the  neoeesarj  expenditure.  The 
arrangement  by  which  we  received 
£200,000  for  the  expense  we  incurred 
in  the  defence  of  Egypt  was  not 
an  international  arrangement  that 
bound  us  for  any  time,  but  was  an 
arrangement  during  pleasure,  which 
might  be  put  an  end  to  at  any  moment. 
In  the  present  circumstances  of  Egypt 
we  were  bound  to  put  an  end  to  the 
arrangement,  which  was  a  most  shame- 
ful one  towards  the  British  taxpayer, 
who  had  to  pay  an  unreal  surplus  where 
there  was  no  real  surplus  at  all.  Any 
surplus  whatever  ought  to  be  applied  to 
the  relief  of  the  burden  upon  the  British 
taxpayers  and  to  the  cost  of  the  Army 
engaged  in  the  defence  of  Egypt,  in- 
stead of  being  handed  over  to  the  bond- 
holders. The  bondholders  were  in  the 
position  of  creditors  to  a  bankrupt 
estate,  and  they  should  be  bound  to  pay 
the  cost  of  keeping  the  estate  going. 
They  were  not  entitled  to  receive  the  in- 
terest of  the  debt  due  to  them  in  full, 
while  others  were  paying  for  the  defence 
of  the  country  from  which  they  derived  all 
the  benefit.  Even  if  there  were  a  real 
surplus,  which  he  entirely  disputed,  it 
ought  to  be  devoted  to  the  relief  of  the 
British  taxpayer  from  part  of  the  burden 
imposed  on  him  in  defending  the  coun- 
try. The  announcement  of  the  noble 
Lord,  therefore,  that  the  sum  of 
£200,000  was  to  be  surrendered  in 
order  to  repay  the  5  per  cent  deducted 
from  the  interest  on  the  coupons  of  the 
bondholders  was  most  startling,  and  it 
altogether  reversed  the  principle  laid 
down  by  the  late  Government,  that  the 
creditors  in  possession  should  pay  some- 
thing towards  keeping  the  concern 
going.  The  principle  was  asserted  by 
deducting  the  5  per  cent;  and  if  we 
gave  up  that  wo  should  get  absolutely 
nothing.  To  his  mind,  it  was  evident 
that  it  was  only  a  bribe  to  foreign 
financiers  to  induce  them  to  give  a 
sullen  acquiescence  to  our  continued 
occupation  of  Ejrypt. 

The  CHANCELLORofthe  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Eandolph  Churchill) 
(Paddington,  S.):  The  question  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  has  raised 
is,  no  doubt,  one  of  the  highest  import- 
ance, and  I  make  no  complaint  whatever 
against  the  hon.  Gentleman  for  having 
given  expression  to  his  views  in  this 
House.     At  the  same  time,  I  must  point 

Sir  George  Campbell 


out  to  him  that  to-day  at  half-past  12 
he  is  simply  repeating  word  for  word 
what  he  stated  earlier  in  the  momine  at 
half-past  2 ;  and,  moreover,  that  tliat 
which  he  stated  at  half-past  2  was  com- 
pletely and  ably  answered  by  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Afiair8(Sir  JamesFerg^sson). 
The  hon.  Gentleman  seems  to  forget^  or 
to  be  callous  to  the  fact,  that  he,  although 
a  typical  representative  of  '^  dear  ^d 
Scotland,"  has  been  pouring  volumes  of 
censure  on  the  head  of  the  late  Prime 
Minister,  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian.  He  has  censured  without  stint, 
and  without  any  measure  whatever,  the 
occupation  of  Egypt,  the  financial  ar- 
rangements of  Egypt,  the  Soudan  Cam- 
paign, and  everything  connected  with 
Egypt.  [Sir  George  Campbell:  I  always 
did  so.]  I  must  take  entire  issue  with 
the  hon.  Gentleman  upon  that  point.  I 
was  a  close  attendant  in  the  last  Parlia- 
ment, and  I  have  no  recollection  of 
hearing  on  the  part  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man anything  so  unlimited  in  the  shape 
of  censure.  He  is  forgetful,  or  callous 
to  the  fact,  that  for  neither  the  occupation 
of  Egypt,  nor  the  financial  arrangements 
of  Egypt,  nor  the  Soudan  Oampaign, 
nor  anything  connected  with  Egypt,  is 
the  present  Government  in  the  least  re- 
sponsible. The  whole  responsibility  for 
the  arrangement  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber holds  up  to  execration  as  being  the 
most  infamous  arrangement  ever  made 
by  any  country  rests  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian, 
of  whom  the  hon.  Gentleman  professes 
to  be  so  warm  a  supporter.  Having 
made  these  remarks,  I  will  now  pass  on 
to  the  particular  point  which  seems  more 
than  any  other  to  exercise  the  mind  of 
tlie  hon.  Member.  He  declares  that  the 
repayment  in  1887  of  5  per  cent  on  the 
coupons  deducted  from  the  bondholders 
in  1885  would  be  an  act  of  gross  iniquity. 
It  is  not  my  business  to  pronounce  an 
opinion  on  that  matter.  It  may  be  so; 
I  cannot  say.  All  I  have  to  point  out  to 
the  hon.  Member  is  that  neither  the 
Egyptian  Government  nor  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  the  slightest  option  in 
the  matter.  They  are  bound  by  inter- 
national engagements  with  the  Powers — 
engagements,  again,  concluded  bj  the 
late  Government  and  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian.  If  the  late 
Government-— or,  I  would  be  more  cor- 
rect in  saying,  the  right  hon.  Member 
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for  Mid  Lothian's  second  Gk)vernment — 
made  a  bad  bargain,  that  is  no  affair  of 
the  present  Government.     All  that  we 
have  to  do  with  is  this — they  entered 
into  solemn  and  binding  engagements, 
with   the  consent   of  Egypt,   with  the 
European   Powers,   and   these   engage- 
ments it  is  our  duty  to  carry  out,  and  we 
are  not  at  liberty  to  repudiate  engage- 
ments which  are  disagreeable  to  us,  and 
to  insist  on  carrying  out  only  those  which 
are  pleasant  to  us.     Our  duty  is  to  carry 
out  all  our  engagements  with  Foreign 
Powers.       Tlie    case    stands  thus — the 
Egyptian  Government  are  bound  to  the 
Powers  by  the  Declaration  and  Conven- 
tion of  the  17  th  and  18th  of  March  1885, 
and  by  the  Khedivial  Decree  of  the  27th 
of  July,  to  keep  the  charge  on  the  yearly 
Eevenue  for  administration  expenditure 
within  £5.237,000.     It 'is  absolutely  out 
of  the  power  of  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment, or  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
to  increase  the  expenditure  for  adminis- 
tration over  and  above  that  sum.     As  a 
matter  of  fact,  it  is  limited  by  Treaty ; 
and  any  surplus  on  the  year's  receipts  is 
to  be  paid  over  to  the  Commissioners  of 
the   Public   Debt    for    the  purpose    of 
making  good  the  deduction  of  5  percent 
from  the  interest  on  the  several  Egyptian 
loans    sanctioned    by   the    Convention. 
Again,  I  would  entreat  the  hon.  Member 
to  recollect  that  we  have  no  power  to 
escape  from   that  engagement.     Egypt 
is  bound  next  year,  if  there  is  a  sur- 
plus  over    this  £5,237,000,   and    must 
automatically  repay   the   deduction    of 
5     per    cent    on     the     coupons.      We 
have  absolutely  no  power  in  the  mat- 
ter.     But    I    must   point    out    to    the 
hon.    Gentleman   what  the    alternative 
would  be,  because  it  may  be  considered 
by  many  persons   that  we  have   made 
a  good  bargain  in  the  matter.     What  is 
the  alternative  of  our  not  paying?  Sup- 
pose the  Ej^yptian  Government  goes  to 
the  Great  Powers  and  says  that  it  is  un- 
able  to  pay  ?      In  that   case  the  only 
alternative  is  an  International  Commis- 
sion   to    examine   into   the   finances  of 
Egypt.     The  hon.  Gentleman  is  quite  as 
entitled  as  I  am  to  form  an  opinion  upon 
that   subject;    but  I  will    state  to  the 
House  that,  in  my  opinion,  and  in  the 
opinion,  I  believ(»,  of  all  my  Colleagues, 
the  alternative  of  an  International  Com- 
missioil  would  be  a  much  greater  evil  to 
Egypt  than  the  course  now  proposed  to 
be  taken.    An  International  Commiafiion 


might  certainly  represent  in  a  very  direct 
and  aggressive  manner  the  interests  of 
those  bondholders  from  whom  the  hon. 
Member  is  extremely  anxious  to  protect 
the  people  of  Egypt.     From  the  whole 
tone  of  the  hon.  Member's  remarks  it  is 
obvious  to  me  that  he  has  not  examined 
the  subject  with   that  care   which   he 
should  have  exercised  if  he  felt  himself 
entitled  to  make  such  a  sweeping  con- 
demnation of  the  course  pursued  by  the 
late  Government.     He  cannot  have  ex- 
amined the  legal  pof^ition  and  obligations 
of   Egypt  to  the  Powers.      He  cannot 
have  reflected  for  a  moment  on  the  abso- 
lute obligation  imposed  upon  this  Go- 
vernment by  our  presence  in  Egypt  to 
support  the  Egyptian    Government  in 
f  ultilling  these  obligations  towards  the 
Powers  of  Europe.      At  this  period  of 
the  Session,  I  do  not  think  it  is  desirable 
to  enter  into  an  elaborate  review  of  the 
whole  of  this  most  melancholy  story  of 
our  intervention  in  Egypt.     We  are  not 
in  any  way  responsible  for  anything  that 
is  taking  place,  and  we  cannot  be  held 
responsible.      I  certainly,  for  one,  am 
not  responsible,   either  directly   or  in- 
directly, because  I  have  protested  against 
the  course  which  this  country  has  pur- 
sued in   reference  to  Egypt  from  be- 
ginning to  end.     But,  being  in  Egypt, 
and  having  incurred  enormous  respon- 
sibility by  our  being  there,  the  Govern- 
ment are  perfectly  determined  to  fulfil 
all  the  responsibilities  and  obligations 
imposed  upon  them  by  the  Convention. 
We  are  bound  to  do  so  by  honour  and 
duty  alike ;  and  we  will  not  give  up  our 
work  or  withdraw  from  our  mission  in 
Egypt  until  these  responsibilities  and 
obligations  have    been  altogether  and 
faithfully  fulfilled. 

Eesolution  agreed  to, 

Kesolutions  14  to  33,  inclusive,  agreed  to. 

(34.)  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  £3,118,965, 
he  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  complete  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  Charge  which  will  come 
in  course  of  payment  during  the  year  ending 
on  the  31  St  day  of  March  1887,  for  the  Salaries 
and  Expenses  of  the  Post  Office  Services,  the 
Expenses  of  Post  Office  Savings  Banks,  and 
Government  Annuities  and  Insurances,  and  the 
Collection  of  the  Post  Office  Revenue." 

POST  OFFICE— THE    MEDICAL   STAFF. 

OBSERVATION. 

Mb.  PIOKEKSGILL  (Betlinal  Green, 
S.W.)  said,  he  Lad  intended  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  oppressive  conduct  of  the 
Medical  Staff  at  the  Post  Office;  but  aa 
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great  increase  in  the  number  of  tele- 
grams sent ;  but  he  wished  to  knoir 
whether  there  had  been  any  aotual  in- 
crease of  revenue  ?  It  was  desirable  to 
know  what  the  total  result  of  the  change 
had  been ;  and  whether  the  total  inoome 
derived  from  this  source  had  resulted  in 
an  increase  or  in  a  loss  to  the  revenne  ? 

thb    postmaster    general 

(Mr.  Eaikes)  (Cambridge  Uniyendty) 
said,  he  must  apologize  to  hon.  Gentle- 
men for  his  absence  at  the  moment 
when  the  Report  of  Supply  was  brought 
on.  He  had  not  expected  that  the 
Resolution  relating  to  the  Post  Office 
Vote  would  have  been  reached  so 
early.  He  was  afraid  that  he  could 
not  at  present  give  a  perfectly  com- 
plete reply  to  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Bradford  ;  but  he  might  say  that  the 
estimate  of  last  year  of  the  receipts 
from  the  Qd,  telegrams  had  been  ex- 
ceeded. It  would  be  indiscreet  to  say 
that  this  increase  would  continue,  or 
even  that  the  number  would  be  main- 
tained, because  it  might  have  been  due 
to  special  causes.  The  experience  of  the 
Department  was  too  recent  to  enable  a 
conclusive  opinion  to  be  formed;  bat» 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  during  the  first  part 
of  the  year  it  appeared  as  if  the  esti- 
mate of  loss,  which  had  been  fixed  at 
£20,000.  would  be  exceeded.  But- 
owing,  perhaps,  to  the  General  Election 
and  other  causes — the  number  of  tele- 
grams had  been  materially  increased 
during  the  last  quarter,  and  during  the 
last  12  weeks  he  believed  the  number 
was  more  than  1,000,000  a-week,  the 
largest  number  under  the  U.  system 
having  been  750,000  in  one  week.  But 
he  could  not  strike  a  balance  of  profit 
and  loss,  or  say  whether  the  recent  in- 
crease was  due  to  the  action  of  only 
temporary  causes,  until  he  saw  more  A 
the  results  of  the  financial  vear.  Of 
course,  this  great  increase  had  entailed 
increased  expenditure ;  but  he  must  re- 
frain from  giving  any  speculative  opinion 
upon  the  matter  for  fear  that  he  might 
mislead  the  House.  On  the  whole,  he 
might  say  that  the  experiment  which  had 
been  made  in  reducing  the  price  of  tele- 
grams to  6(f.  had,  it  appeared  to  him, 
borne  fruit  more  speedily  than  was  an- 
ticipated. He  was  inclined  to  hope  that, 
instead  of  exceeding  the  estimate  of 
loss  as  was  at  one  time  feared,  the  losa 
due  to  the  new  system  in  the  present 
year  would  certainly  fall  short  of  the 
estimate ;   and  that,  in  iact^  there  WM 


the  Postmaster  General  was  not  in  his 
place,  he  would  call  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject upon  some  stage  of  the  Appropria- 
tion Bill. 

POST  OFFICE— SUCCESS  OF  THE  SIX- 
PENNY TELEGRAM  SYSTEM. 
OBSERVATIONS. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVEE  (Bradford, 
Central)  said,  that  he  had  also  intended 
to  put  a  Question  to  the  Postmaster 
G-eneral  on  the  subject  of  the  results 
which  had  been  obtained  from  the 
introduction  of  Qd,  telegrams.  When 
the  Post  Office  Vote  was  taken  at  3 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  it  was  not  to  be 
expected  that  every  Member  of  the 
House  would  be  in  his  place ;  but  when 
the  Eeport  was  brought  up  it  might  have 
been  anticipated  that  some  observations 
would  be  made.  However,  as  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  not  present,  he 
would  defer  his  remarks  until  the  second 
reading  of  the  Appropriation  Bill. 

Besolution  agreed  to. 

Remaining  Besolutions  agreed  to, 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

Resolution  [September  17]  reported^ 
and  agreed  to. 

CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (APPROPRIA- 
TION) BILL. 

MOTION   FOE    LEAVE. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 

**  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
apply  a  sum  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  to 
the  service  of  the  year  ending  on  the  thirty - 
first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eighty-seven,  and  to  appropriate  the  Sup- 
plies granted  in  this  Session  of  Parliament." — 
{Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.) 

POST  OFFICE— SUCCESS  OF  THE  SIX- 
PENNY TELEGRAM!  SYSTEM. 
OBSERVATIONS. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVEE  (Bradford, 
Central)  said,  that  as  the  Postmaster 
G-eneral  was  at  that  moment  in  his  place, 
he  would  take  the  opportunity  of  put- 
ting the  Question  to  him  which  ho  had 
intended  to  put  on  the  Report  of  Supply. 
He  wanted  to  know  what  had  been  the 
financial  result  of  the  introduction  of  6(f. 
telegrams  ?  It  was  now  nearly  a  year 
since  the  cost  of  telegrams  was  reduced ; 
and  he  thought  it  would  be  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  public  and  of  the  House 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  state 
whether  the  result  had  been  satisfactory 
or  not  ?    He  believed  there  had  been  a 

Mr.  Pickertgill 
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every  reason  to  hope  that,  in  a  com- 
paratively short  time,  the  revenue  would 
be  equal  to  the  expenditure. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  asked  the 
right  hoD.  Gentleman  to  say  what  the 
percentage  of  increase  in  the  telegrams 
had  been  in  the  course  of  the  year — 
what,  for  instance,  was  the  percentage 
in  the  increase  of  the  number  at  present 
over  the  number  last  year  before  the 
rate  was  reduced  ? 

Mr.  RAIKES:  I  will  endeavour  to 
obtain  the  information. 

Mr,  SHAW  LEFEVRE :  I  told  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  privately  that  it  was 
part  of  the  information  I  should  ask  for. 

Mr.  RAIKES  said,  that  he  was  sorry 
that  he  had  been  unable  to  obtain  the 
information,  and  that  he  was,  therefore, 
prevented  at  that  moment  from  giving 
it ;  indeed,  he  was  afraid  it  would  be 
impossible,  for  the  purpose  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  desired,  to  attempt  at 
the  present  moment  to  give  any  com- 
parison between  the  number  of  tele- 
grams received  in  any  one  week  in  the 
present  year  with  the  number  received 
in  the  corresponding  week  last  year 
before  the  reduction  came  into  operation. 
He  could  only  promise  that  he  would 
make  an  endeavour  to  procure  the  infor- 
mation which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
desired 

Mr.  *  SHAW  LEFEVRE  said,  he 
would  repeat  the  Question  on  the  second 
reading  of  the  Appropriation  Bill. 

1»0ST   OFFICE-THE   MEDICAL  STAFF. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green, 
S.W.)  said,  he  desired  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  conduct  of  the 
medical  staff  of  the  Post  Office,  which 
he  alleged  to  be  oppressive  so  far  as  the 
employes  were  concerned,  [and  injurious 
to  the  public  interests.  Public  attention 
had  been  prominently  called  to  the  sub- 
ject by  the  death  of  Mr.  Billinghurst,  an 
official  in  the  Telegraph  Department  of 
the  Post  Office.  The  Postmaster  General, 
when  his  attention  was  called  to  the  case, 
said  that  it  was  a  most  melancholy  occur- 
rence, and  he  quite  agreed  with  the 
terms  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
spoke.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  how- 
ever, went  on  to  say  that,  in  his  opinion, 
no  blame  attached  to  the  medical  staff 
of  the  Post  Office  in  the  matter.  He 
was  at  direct  issue  with  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  that  point ;  and  what  he 
wished  to  ascertain  was  whether  it  was 


really  true  that  no  one  was  to  blame  in 
the  matter,  or  whether  the  death  of  Mr. 
Billinghurst  —  and  he  was  afraid  the 
deaths  of  other  officers  similarly  situated 
— were  not  the  probable  consequence  of 
the  system  which  now  prevailed  among 
the  medical  staff  of  the  Post  Office  ?  He 
had  been  at  great  pains  to  make  personal 
inquiries  into  this  particular  case  and  into 
others,  and  he  was  satisfied  that  there 
was  ample  justification  for  an  inquiry. 
It  was  obvious  that  this  was  not  a  Party 
question.     He  was  sure  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,   equally  with  himself,  would 
condemn  any  act  that  partook  of  the 
nature    of    oppression   or  cruelty  to   a 
public  servant.    He  admitted  at  the  out- 
set that  the  medical  staff  of  the  Post 
Office  had  difficult  duties  to   perform, 
and  he  did  not  pretend  that  the  office 
was  either  easy  or  pleasant.     But  the 
emoluments  were  not  inconsiderable,  and 
the  members  of  the  staff  were  not  pre- 
cluded   from    taking    private  practice. 
He  therefore  thought  that  it  might  be 
fairly    demanded    from   the   staff  that 
there  should  be  a  careful  and  discrimi- 
nating system  of  examination — a  system 
which  should,  on  the  one  hand,  be  tho- 
roughly efficient,  as  far  as  the  public  in- 
terests were  concerned,  and  should  not, 
on  the  other,  be  oppressive  towards  the 
public  servants.    The    practice    at  the 
Post  Office  was  this.     When  an  officer 
was    absent    from  his  employment  for 
more  than  a  day  he  was  compelled  to 
forward  a  medical  certificate;  and  the 
complaint  he  (Mr.   Pickersgill)  had  to 
make  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Billinghurst 
arose  from  the  fact  that  in  that  instance 
the  medical  certificate  sent  to  the  Post 
Office  had  been  ignored.  He  had  been  in 
communication  with  several  eminent  me 
dical  men,  and  one  of  themf  rankly  told  him 
that  there  were  medical  practitioners  in 
London  and  elsewhere  who  would  give  a 
certificate  without  any  real  examination 
of  the  patient,  and  really  upon  the  %p9§ 
dixit  of  the  patient  himself.    Therefore, 
it  was  not  to  oe  expected  that  the  medical 
staff  of   the  Post  Office  should  neces- 
sarily accept  every  medical  certificate 
submitted  to  them.    At  the  same  time^ 
they  ought  to  be  guided  by  the  etiquette 
of  the  Profession,  and  whenever  a  me- 
dical certificate  was  forwarded  to  them 
they  were  bound  to  exercise  the  greatest 
possible  care,  first,  as  to  summoning  the 
patient  to  the  Post  Office,  and,  secondly, 
in  examining  him  when  he  presented 
himself.  UnUi  the  medical  officer  of  the 
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Post  Office  did  that  he  was  not  entitled 
to  ignore  the  medical  certificate.  He 
had  not  only  made  a  personal  inquiry 
into  this  case,  but  also  into  several 
others,  with  which,  however,  he  would 
not  trouble  the  House.  He  would,  how- 
ever, mention  that  in  one  case  where  the 
patient  had  a  certificate  that  he  was 
unfit  for  dutv,  all  that  the  medical 
officer  of  the  Post  Office  did  was  to  look 
at  his  tongue  and  feel  his  pulse.  Now, 
he  maintained  that  an  examination  of 
that  kind  was  not  only  unprofessional, 
but  dangerous.  Mr.  Billinghurst  died 
on  August  9.  He  had  been  absent  from 
duty  from  July  10  until  the  23rd,  and  he 
received  a  medical  certificate  from  a 
doctor  at  Dalston,  which  was  duly  for- 
warded to  the  Post  Office.  On  the  2;^rd 
he  attended  by  order  of  the  Post  Office 
to  be  examined  by  the  medical  officer  of 
the  Department.  He  was  seen  by  Dr. 
Sinclair,  and  Mr.  Steet  was  also  in  the 
room,  and  what  took  place  was  only 
known  to  those  two  gentlemen.  The 
account  given  by  Mr.  Billinghurst  to  his 
father,  mother,  and  brother — an  account 
repeated  by  him  on  his  death- bed,  and 
therefore  invested  with  all  the  solemnity 
of  a  dying  declaration — was  that  Dr. 
Sinclair  told  him  he  was  making  a  fuss 
about  nothing,  and  that  he  munt  resume 
duty  at  once.  Mr.  Billinghurst  said 
that  he  was  too  weak ;  and,  to  quote  his 
own  words,  he  had  a  regular  row  with 
the  doctor,  when  he  obtained  an  exten- 
sion of  leave  from  Friday  until  Monday. 
He  regarded  his  return  to  duty  on  Mon- 
day as  compulsory,  and  exhibited  the 
greatest  possible  concern  about  it.  It 
was  only  fair  to  say  that  the  medical 
officers  of  the  Post  Office  gave  a  diffe- 
rent account  of  the  interview.  They 
said  that  Mr.  Billinghurst  told  them  he 
was  feeling  much  better,  and  would  be 
able  to  resume  duty  on  the  following 
Monday.  Well,  it  would  be  unbecom- 
ing in  him  (Mr.  Pickersgill)  to  charge 
officers  of  the  Crown  with  any  delibe- 
rate misstatement.  He  would  not  do 
it,  but  would  simply  leave  the  conflict 
of  evidence  which  had  taken  place  upon 
this  matter  as  he  had  stated  it  to  the 
judgment  of  the  House.  It  was  not 
disputed  that  from  the  Monday  on 
which  he  returned  to  duty — that  was 
to  8«y,  from  Monday,  July  26,  to  Sa- 
turday, July,  31 — Mr.  Billinghurst 
was  on  duty.  On  the  Tuesday  he  con- 
sulted the  medical  officer  again,   and 
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again  on  the  Friday ;  and  then  on  the 
following  Monday,  August  2,  which  was 
a  Bank  Holiday,  Mr.  Billinghurst  was 
taken  by  his  father  in  a  cab  to  consult 
Dr.  Edward  Clapton,  of  London  Bridge, 
and  from  him  he  obtained  a  certificate 
of  unfitness  for  duty.  On  the  Thursday 
in  that  week  Mr.  Billinghurst  was  or- 
dered to  attend  the  medical  officer  of 
the  Post  Office,  if  able  to  leave  the 
house.  It  would  be  as  well  to  point 
out  that  the  medical  officer  had  seen 
Mr.  Billinghurst  only  on  the  previous 
Friday,  and  that,  subsequent  to  the 
Friday,  he  had  had  in  lus  possession 
a  certificate  that  Mr.  Billinghurst  was 
unfit  for  duty,  signed  by  a  man  so  emi- 
nent in  his  profession  as  Dr.  Edward 
Clapton.  In  these  circumstances,  and 
carefully  weighing  both  sides  of  the 
question,  he  (Mr.  Pickersgill)  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  the  summons 
of  August  5  requiring  Mr.  Billinghurst 
to  attend  at  the  Post  Office,  if  able  to 
leave  the  house,  was  a  most  injudicious, 
harassing,  and  unprofessional  ac-t  on  the 
part  of  the  medical  officer  of  the  Post 
Office.  Mr.  Billinghurst  did  not  attend, 
but  sent  a  certificate  from  Dr.  Wads- 
worth,  of  Daltfton,  who  had  stated  that 
on  August  6  Mr.  Billinghurst  was  in  a 
dying  state.  On  August  9  the  medical 
officer  of  the  Post  Office  asked  the  dying 
man  to  forward  a  certificate  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  fever  that  he  was  alleg^  to 
be  suffering  from,  and  the  reply  received 
was  that  Mr.  Billinghurst  had  already 
died  of  typhoid  fever.  Of  course,  he 
(Mr.  Pickersgill)  did  not  for  a  moment 
desire  to  maintain  that  the  medical  staff 
of  the  Post  Office  were  so  inhuman  as 
knowingly  and  wilfully  to  harass  a  dying 
man ;  but  what  he  submitted  to  the 
Postmaster  General,  and  what  he  wished 
to  force  upon  his  attention,  was  this — 
that  it  was  the  natural  and  probable 
consequence  of  the  present  careless  sys- 
tem of  the  medical  officers  of  the  Post 
Office  til  at  there  should  be  a  recurrence 
at  not  unfrequent  intervals  of  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  styled 
*'  melancholy  events."  He  desired  also 
to  point  out  that  this  system  was  not 
only  oppressive  to  the  staff,  but  that  it 
was  also  very  injurious  to  the  public 
interest,  and  he  would  tell  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  how  it  was  so  injurious  to 
the  public  interest.  Men  of  excellent 
character  were  to  his  knowledge  harassed 
by  the  medical  officers,  with  the  remit 
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in  one  case  that  a  gentleman  who,  if  he 
had  beea  simply  allowed  a  few  days'  ad- 
ditional leave,  would  have  been  entirely 
restored   to  health,  by  being  peremp- 
torily  ordered  to   resume  duty  had  a 
relapse,  the  consequoDce  being  that,  in- 
stead of  being  abseut  for  only  a  day  or 
two,  he  was  obliged  to  remain  away  for 
a  very  long  period.    In  this  conspicuous 
case  an  officer  occupying  a  very  fair 
position  in  the  Service  and  of  excellent 
character — as  his  superior  officers  would 
testify  —  was  peremptorily  ordered  by 
Dr.  Field  to  resume  his  duty ;  he  re- 
sumed it  under  protest ;  was  at  the  head 
office  for  a  day  or  two,  and  then  was 
absent  in  all  about  50  days.     As  to  this 
Dr.  Field,  he  had  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  ( Mr.  liaikes)  the  other  day 
under  what  authority  he  was  employed 
at  the  Post  Office  in  a  medical  capacity, 
because  his  name  was  not  to  be  found 
in    The  Font   Office  Directory   as  on  the 
medical  staff.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  been  good  enough  to  reply  that 
the  appointment  was  made   under  the 
authority  of  his  Predecessor.     It  made 
no  difference  to  him  (Mr.  Pickersgill) 
who  was  Chief  of  the  Post  Office — his 
action  would  be  the  same  in  any  case. 
Dr.  Field  was   employed   at  the  Post 
Office    for   five    weeks,    and    paid — let 
particular  attention  be  given  to  this — 
at  the  rate  of  £3  Sa.  a- week  out  of  a 
sum  of  £100  provided  for  the  purpose 
of  remunerating  substitutes  for  medical 
officers  under  leave.     The  duty  of  Dr. 
Field,  it  was  said,  was  to  perform  all  the 
duties  attaching  to  the  post  of  the  medi- 
cal officer  whose  place  he  was  taking. 
AVell,  during  his  five   weeks'   engage- 
ment Dr.  Field  actually  did  order  the 
officer  alluded  to  to  resume  duty,  and 
that  gentleman  was  obliged  to  obey,  in 
spite   of    his    most  strenuous  protests. 
With  these  facts  in  view  a  strong  appeal 
must  be  made  to  the  House.     Was  it 
right  that   this   tremendous  power    of 
ordering  an  officer  to  resume  duty,  in 
spite  of  his  protest,   backed  up   by  a 
medical  certificate,  should  be  placed  in 
the  hands   of  a  person  who   was  only 
occasionally   employed  at  the  rate    of 
£3  3«.  a- week  ?    The  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral   had    been    most    careful    to    say 
that    Dr.    Field    had    to    perform    all 
the   duties   attaching  to  the  office    of 
the    gentleman    whose    place    he    was 
taking.     Was  it  not,  then,  a  most  as- 
toun£ng  thing  that  a  person  reoeiving 


£3  3«.  a- week  was  called  on  to  dis- 
charge all  the  duties  of  an  office,  the 
ordinary  emolument  of  which  was  no 
less  than  £983  per  annum  ?    He  (Mr. 
Pickersgill)  asked  hon.  Members — and 
especially    those    amongst    them    who 
belonged  to  the  Medical  Profession — 
what  kind  of  medical  man  could  they 
get  for    £3    3».    a- week  ?     And    sup- 
pose   they  could  get    a  medical   man 
competent  to  discharge  these  import- 
ant duties  at  the  rate  of  £3  3«.  a-week, 
then  he  charged  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral with  a  scandalous  waste  of  public 
money  in  paying  a  gentleman  no  less 
than  £983  per  annum  to  discharge  the 
duties.      He  objected  to  this  item   of 
£100  for  substitutes  altogether,  and  if 
he  were  in  Order  he  should  move  the 
reduction  of    the    Vote    by   that  sum. 
Without  the  sum  of  £100  the  cost  was 
enormous,   being  no  less  than  £2.627. 
The   permanent    staff    comprised   four 
medical  officers  and  one  dispensing  as- 
sistant ;  and  yet,  in  spite  of  this  large 
staff,    the    country  was  asked   to   pay 
£100  to  provide  substitutes   for  these 
gentlemen  whilst  they  were  absent  on 
annual  leave.     Speaking  as  an  old  Go- 
vernment official,  so  far  as   his  expe- 
rience went  there  was  no  parallel  case. 
He  appealed  to  the  Postmaster  General 
to  say  whether,  when  any  of  the  clerical 
secretaries  of  the  Post  Office,  or  when 
any   of  the    chief  permanent  officials 
were  away  on  vacation,  he  came  to  the 
House  and  made  application  for  a  sum 
to  enable  him  to   provide  substitutes? 
Certainly  not.     These  gentlemen  went 
away  annually ;  but  those  who  remained 
at  home  distributed  among  themselves 
the  work  of  their  CDlleagues  who  were 
on  leave,  so  that  the  duties  of  the  Office 
were  carried  on  satisfactorily,  without 
the  employment  of  anybody  in  the  shape 
of  a  substitute.    This  item   of   £100 
seemed  to  him,  at  all  events   in   the 
absence   of    further     explanation,    to 
bear  upon  it  all  the  marks  of  a  jobbing 
transaction ;    and,    in    conclusion,     if 
he    were    in    Order,    he     begged    to 
move  to  reduce  the  amount  by  the  sum 
of  £100. 

Mb.  speaker  :  It  would  not  be  in 
Order  to  put  the  Motion.  The  Question 
before  the  House  is  that  leave  be  given 
to  bring  in  the  Bill.  The  hon.  Member 
moves  to  strike  out  an  item;  but  he 
cannot  do  that  on  the  introduction  of  a 


measure. 
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Mr.  PICKERSGILL  said,  he  would 
content  himself  with  the  observations 
he  had  made,  while  expressing  a  hope 
that  the  Postmaster  General  would  at 
the  last  moment  modify  the  statement 
he  had  submitted  the  other  day,  that  no 
one  was  to  blame  in  the  matter.  He 
could  assure  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  such  words  as  those,  spoken  with 
all  the  authority  of  the  Parliamentary 
Chief  of  a  Department,  were  calculated 
to  produce  a  bad  impression  and  a 
considerable  amount  of  dissatisfaction 
among  the  subordinate  officials  of  the 
Department ;  and,  furthermore,  were 
calculated  to  inspire  in  the  minds  of 
the  public  some  doubt  as  to  the  equity 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  adminis- 
tration. 

Mr.  WOOTTON  ISAACSON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  StepneyJ  said,  he  cordially  con- 
curred with  every  word  which  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  Bethnal  Green 
(Mr.  Pickersgill).  Representing,  as  he 
(Mr.  Isaacson)  did,  a  large  East  End 
constituency,  where  a  great  number  of 
Post  Office  officials  resided,  he  could 
assure  the  House  that  a  spirit  of  dis- 
satisfaction existed  among  the  people 
with  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
Medical  Department  of  the  Post  Office 
was  conducted.  He  did  not  intend  to 
detain  the  House  with  any  special  re- 
marks of  his  own,  because  the  hon. 
Member  opposite  had  fully  stated  what 
was  required  to  be  done ;  but  he  did  hope 
and  trust  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  see  his  way  to  make  a  most  search- 
ing inquiry  into  the  lamentable  case  to 
which  the  attention  of  the  House  had 
been  directed.  He  was  not  sorry  that 
the  hon.  Member  had  been  unable  to 
move  the  reduction  of  the  Vote,  as  that 
would  have  had  the  e£Pect  of  somewhat 
retarding  the  progress  of  the  Bill ;  but 
he  hoped  that,  after  the  Recess,  the 
Postmaster  General  would  be  able  to 
find  time  to  give  them  an  ample  account 
of  what  had  been  done  during  the  vaca- 
tion in  the  matter  of  investigating  the 
Post  Office  medical  arrangements,  and 
bringing  about  a  more  satisfactory  con- 
dition of  things. 

The  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Raikes)  (Cambridge  University)  said, 
he  could  not  find  fault  in  any  way  with 
the  course  that  had  been  taken  by  the 
hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Pickersgill)  in 
dealing  with  this  question,  in  which  he 
took  such  great  interest.   No  doubt,  the 


hon.  Member  had  a  right  to  speak  on 
behalf  of  the  Post  Office  Service,  having 
a  considerable  number  of  friends  in  it ; 
and  his  large  acquaintance  with  the 
duties  of  gentlemen  in  the  Postal  Ser- 
vice entitled  his  opinion  to  considerable 
weight.  In  connection  with  this  ques- 
tion of  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
Post  Office,  however,  the  hon.  Member 
had,  perhaps,  been  a  little  swayed  by  the 
very  natural  sympathy  he  felt  for  the 
officers  of  a  Department  with  which  he 
had  been  himself  connected  to  takea  more 
favourable  view  than  he  otherwise  might 
have  done  of  the  complaints  which  had 
reached  him  to  the  detriment  of  the 
Medical  Department.  With  regard  to 
the  case  to  which  the  hon.  Member  had 
first  referred — the  case  of  Mr.  Biiling- 
hurst,  who  had  been  a  very  yaluable 
officer,  and  whom  the  Department  was 
very  sorry  to  lose — ^he  had  g^yen  the 
hon.  Member  all  the  information  it  was 
in  his  power  to  give  the  other  day ;  and 
he  thought  the  hon.  Member  would  see 
that  in  the  conflict  of  testimony,  which 
he  himself  admitted,  it  would  ill-become 
him  (Mr.  Raikes)  to  concede  that  there 
was  any  case  proved  against  the  Medical 
Department,  when  that  Department 
stoutly  maintained  one  view  of  the 
question,  and  it  was,  unfortunately,  now* 
impossible  to  substantiate  the  other. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL:  There  is  no 
conflict  as  to  the  summons  to  the  Poet 
Office  on  August  5.  That  is  admitted 
by  the  medical  officers ;  and  I  submit 
that  it  was  a  most  injudicious  and  un- 
professional act. 

Mr.  RAIKES  wished  to  point  out 
that  the  treatment  Mr.  Billinghurst  had 
been  receiving  at  the  hands  of  the  Post 
Office  medical  officer  had  not  been  for 
the  malady  which  ultimately  caused  his 
death.  He  had  been  suffering  from 
another  disorder ;  therefore  the  Post 
Office  Medical  Department  could  not  be 
to  blame  for  not  having  taken  count  of 
the  illness  which  proved  fatal.  There 
had  been  no  reason  to  suppose  that  this 
gentleman  was  suffering  from  typhoid 
fever  until  the  news  was  received  that 
he  had  died  of  it.  The  malady  which 
ultimately  caused  death  might  have 
resulted  from  previous  ill-health ;  but, 
so  far  as  he  (Mr.  Raikes)  knew,  there 
was  no  material  at  the  disposal  of  the 
medical  officer  to  lead  him  to  belicTe 
that  Mr.  Billinghurst  was  at  that  time 
likely  to  suffer  from  so  serious  a  oom- 
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plaint.  He  quite  agreed  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  as  to  the  weight 
which  should  be  attached  to  medical 
certificates ;  but  he  (Mr.  Raikes)  was 
glad  to  recognize  the  fact  that  the  hon. 
Member  saw  that  it  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary that  there  should  be  supreme 
authority  in  the  shape  of  a  medical 
officer  for  the  Service,  and  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  conduct  the  Service  if 
the  certificates  of  outside  medical  men, 
however  eminent  tbey  might  be,  were 
accepted  as  final.  It  was  no  doubt  the 
fact  that  misunderstandings  had  arisen  in 
some  cases  owing  to  the  wording  of  one 
of  the  Circulars  which  were  sent  to  public 
servants  who  were  ill.  He  did  not  con- 
sider this  wording  altogether  satisfac- 
tory, and  he  had  therefore  made  some 
addition  to  it  to  render  it  quite  plain 
that  these  persons  should  not  be  put 
under,  so  to  speak,  compulsion  to  appear, 
if  their  state  of  health  rendered  it  impos- 
sible. This  alteration  had  already  been 
otfected  in  regard  to  the  Circulars  issued 
to  some  Departments,  and  he  would 
take  care  that  it  should  be  rendered 
general  and  universal.  He  would  rather 
not  re* argue  this  question  over  again, 
because  he  did  not  think  that  he  had 
really  anything  to  add  at  this  moment 
to  what  he  had  said  before  in  regard  to 
it.  The  hon.  Member  himself  would 
readily  admit  that  it  was  quite  possible 
for  a  medical  officer  to  make  a  mistake, 
hondfide^  looking  at  the  large  number 
of  employ6H  there  were  in  the  Post  Office. 
Considering  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  it  was  very  natural  that  small 
mistakes  should,  from  time  to  time, 
occur  on  the  part  of  even  the  most  care- 
ful medical  officer  ;  but  he  was  inclined 
to  believe,  from  the  nature  of  the  evi- 
dence they  had  before  them,  that  the 
number  of  mistakes  which  had  occurred 
in  the  Post  Office  was  extremely  insig- 
ficant  considering  the  extent  of  the  De- 
partment, the  number  of  persons  em- 
ployed in  it,  and  the  great  diligence  the 
medical  officers  were  bound  to  exercise 
among  so  many  in  order  to  keep  per- 
sons up  to  their  work.  With  rej^rence 
to  the  case  of  Dr.  Field,  he  was  informed 
that  the  gentleman  who  desired  leave  of 
absence  from  the  medical  officer  bad  suf- 
fered from  a  complaint  which,  though 
it  might  have  been  very  painful,  was,  at 
any  rate,  not  regarded  as  very  serious — 
that  was  to  say,  from  a  troublesome  boil. 
From  a  manuscript  record  of  the  case  in 


question  it  appeared  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  complaint  from  which  the  officer 
applying  for  leave  of  absence  suffered — 
which  was  of  a  kind  usually  very  tran- 
sitory in  its  character — lasting  for  a  con- 
siderable period,  repeated  intervals  of 
leave  were  allowed.  Dr.  Field  had  de- 
sired to  see  this  gentleman,  because 
when  he  assumed  the  duties  of  medicnl 
officer  he  found  that  the  patient  had  al- 
ready been  allowed  five  weeks'  leave. 
This  was  considered  an  unusually  long 
period  of  absence  on  account  of  so  simple 
a  complaint  as  a  boil.  He  (Mr.  Eaikes) 
was  inclined  to  think  the  House  would 
accept  that  view.  Various  other  periods 
of  rest  were  allowed  the  patient ;  and, 
on  the  whole,  this  gentleman  had  had 
no  serious  reason  to  complain  of  having 
been  treated  with  harshness  or  want  of 
consideration.  As  to  the  general  ques- 
tion of  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
Post  Office,  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  of 
opinion  that  if  the  Chief  of  the  Depart- 
ment received  £983,  that  it  was  incon- 
sistent to  allow  for  substitutes  who  under- 
took the  duties  of  those  medical  officers 
absent  on  leave  so  small  a  sum  as  £100 
— or  £3  3».  per  week  in  each  case.  No 
doubt  on  the  face  of  it  it  did  appear 
so ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  in  the  inte- 
rests of  the  British  taxpayer,  whom  they 
all  represented  in  the  House,  he  thought 
that  if,  where  a  substitute  was  required, 
they  could  get  the  work  performed  by 
an  able  man  for  a  small  sum  they  would 
hardly  be  justified  in  increasing  it. 
They  believed  that  at  the  present  time 
they  received  sufficient  medical  service 
of  the  most  valuable  kind  for  the  remu- 
neration which  was  paid.  With  regard 
to  the  salary  of  the  chief  medical 
officer,  it  was  one  of  the  highest  at- 
tainable in  the  Department,  and  was, 
in  the  case  of  the  gentleman  now  hold- 
ing the  office,  the  result  of  a  long 
career  in  the  service  in  which  he  was 
now  chief.  It  was  inconsistent  on  the 
part  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  to 
suggest  the  abolition  of  the  £100  appro- 
priated to  medical  substitutes ;  and, 
judging  from  the  tone  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's observations,  one  would  rather 
have  expected  him  to  urge  the  Post- 
master General  to  take  steps  to  raise 
the  amount.  As  to  the  duties  of  medical 
officers  on  leave  being  divided  amongst 
their  colleagues  who  remained  at  the 
Office,  it  would  be  impossible  in  this  De- 
partment to  adopt  uie  practice  whiob 
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prevailed  in  other  branches  of  the  Ser- 
vice, for  the  reason  that  there  was 
always  likely  to  be  a  call  upon  the  full 
strength  of  the  Department.  Owing  to 
the  enormous  number  of  emphiycn  in  the  ! 
Post  Office  the  work  with  the  medical 
officers  could  never  be  said  to  be  slack. 
Noct€9  atque  die*  patH  atri  janua  Ditin. 
He  would  not  undertake  to  make  a 
change  in  the  direction  of  abolishing 
the  £100  provided  for  substitute  ser-  , 
vices ;  [but  ho  could  promise  the  hon. 
Member  ;Mr.  PickerFgill)  that  he  would  , 
carefully  and  c'los«»ly  inveBtigate  the  pre-  , 
sent  position  of  the  Medical  Department. 
He  had  hardly  had  time  as  vet  to  make 
himself  familiar  with  every  branch  of 
the  large  Department  of  which  he  had 
assumed  the  charge ;  but  he  would  un- 
dertake to,  as  early  as  possible,  investi- 
gate the  ttatan  of  the  gentlemen  who 
were  employed  as  substitutes  in  the 
Medical  Department,  in  or<ler  to  see 
whether  or  not  it  was  desirable  to  make 
any  change  in  the  arrangements.  He 
assured  both  hon.  Gentlemen  that  any 
individual  case  of  grievance,  or  any  case 
of  maladministration  in  the  Post  Office, 
which  they  thought  proper  to  communi- 
cate to  him,  should  receive  immediate 
and  careful  attention  at  his  hands. 

SEA  AND  COAST  FISHERIES  (IRE- 
LAND)—TR  A  WUNG  IN  BANTRY  BAY 
—  GRIEVANCES  OF  THE  TRAMMEL 
NET  FISHERMEN.— OBSERVATIONS. 

Mr.  GILIIOOLY  Cork,  W.)  called 
attention  to  certain  grievances  connected 
with  the  trammel  net  fishing  in  Bantry 
Bay,  which  had  been  brought  under  his 
notice,  and  which,  he  trusted,  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  would  find  a  means 
of  remedying.  It  appeared,  according 
to  the  information  which  reached  him, 
that  there  were  certain  hours  for  setting 
and  taking  up  nets,  and  the  complaint 
was  that  trawlers  interfered  with  the 
trammel  nets,  sometimes  accidentally, 
but  sometimes,  tlu^re  was  reason  to  be- 
lieve, wilfully.  He  thought  it  was  de- 
sirable that  this  matter  should  receire 
attention,  and  that  some  rei^ulations 
should  be  adopted  which  would  prevent 
or  diminish  the  inconvenience  under 
which  the  trammel  net  fishermen  now 
sutfered.  He  desired,  further,  to  bring 
under  the  notice  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  fact  that  the  local  fishermen 
in  Bantry  Bay  complained  of  being  de- 
prived of  loans,  or  of  difficultiec  being 
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thrown  in  the  way  of  their  obtaining 
them,  through  the  intervention  of  a  gen- 
tleman named  Payne,  who  was  a  local 
magistrate.  He  trusted  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  would  find  means  to  remove 
the  obstacles,  which  at  present,  there 
was  reason  to  believe,  existed  in  the  way 
of  these  poor  men  obtaining  the  assist- 
anoo  which  the  Jjegislature  intended 
them  to  receive,  and  which  was  so  bene- 
ficial and  even  necessary  to  them  in 
the  successful  prosecution  of  induatriee 
which  it  was  desirable  to  foster  by  every 
practicable  means. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  fob  IKE- 
LAND  (8ir  Micii.\EL  Hicks- Bkach) 
"Bristol,  W.^  said,  that  he  was  neces- 
sarily ignorant  of  the  circumstancee 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member,  of 
which  he  then  heard  for  the  first  time. 
He  did  not  quite  understand  what  it  waa 
that  the  hon.  Member  desired  to  have 
done  in  order  to  remedy  the  g^evancee 
of  which  the  hon.  Member  complained 
on  behalf  of  the  trammel  net  fishermen. 
All  that  he  could  at  the  present  moment 
do  was  to  promise  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Fishery  Board  and  the  Inspector 
to  both  the  points  which  had  been  raised 
by  the  hon.  Member,  in  order  that  they 
might  carefully  inquire  into  the  matter, 
and  take  steps  to  re.aove  any  ground  of 
complaint  which  might  be  found  to 
exist. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Courtney,  Mr.  Cuaxcellor  of  the  Ee- 
ciiEQUEK,  and  Mr.  Jacksox. 

Bill  presented^  and  read  the  first  time. 

House  adjourned  Mt  half  after  One 
(/cluck  till  Monday  nest. 


HOUSE     OF    LORDS, 
Monday,  2hth  SepUmhtr,   1886. 


MINUTES.]— Pi  HLic  BiiLs-5m>ii<r  JJr«A'iif— 
Commit tte  Hfpatiretl  —  Third  i^^Mfi nf  —  Sub* 
marine  Telegraph  Act  (1886)  Amcsdnnift* 
(20);  Disturbances  at  Belfast  Inquiry  (il): 
Expiring     Laws    Continuanoo*    122),    aad 

Third  i?rd</<Ny- Secret  Service  ;Repea])  •  (16), 

and  passed. 
Pkotisioxal  UKDia  hiLL$^  Committ^e-^Mepfi 
—Tramways  (No.  3)  •  (19). 
'  CommttUs  —  Jiepoit  —  Third  Mfiim§^^Om 
(No.  2,*  (16  :  Public  Health  (BooUsBdJ 
(Urray  Water)*  (17) ;  Tramwayt  (No.  f)* 
(18).  andjMSM^. 
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BES0LDT10N3. 

The  OHATRMAN  of  COMMITTEES 
(TheDukeof  RDCKisoiiAwandCiiANDoa), 
in  rising  to  more  the  following  Kesolu- 

•' I.  Thflt_  inasmucli  as  thie  House  has  been 
mrnWe  within  the  limits  of  the  present  Session 
to  dispose  of  the  whole  of  the  Private  and  Pro- 
visiona!  Order  Contirmntion  Bills  auspended  in 
thti  last  Idession  of  Iho  late  Parliament  pursuant 
to  Lhe  rcsolutiona  of  tha  21st  of  June  last,  and 
certain  Kills  flo  suspended  remain  tor  considera- 
tion,   the   promoters  of    BTery  such  Bill   shall 
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e  the 
Session  provided  tliHt  notice  of  th( 
to  do  BO  he  lodged  in  tho  Private  Bill  6ffice  not 
later  than  Three  o'clock  on  the  day  prior  to 
the  close  of  tho  present  Session ;  and  that  all 
fees  duo  thereon,  up  to  that  period,  be  paid : 

"  2.  That  an  alphabetical  list  of  alt  such  Bills, 
nith  a  statement  of  the  stages  at  which  thej- 
shall  have  arrived,  shall  be  prepared  in  the  Pri- 
rute  Dill  UOiee,  and  printed  : 

"  3.  That  such  Bills  shall  be  deposited  in  the 
Private  Bill  Office  not  later  than  Three  o'clock 
on  the  third  day  on  which  the  House  shall  sit 
after  the  nest  meeting  of  Parliament,  with  a 
declaration  annexed  thereto,  signed,  in  the  case 
of  a  Private  Bill  liy  the  agent,  and  in  the  case 
of  u  I'rovisional  Order  Confirmation  Bill  by  an 
ofGcer  of  the  ilepartment  by  which  tho  orders 
to  be  confirmed  by  such  Bill  are  made,  stating 
that  the  Bill  is  the  same  in  every  respect  as  the 
Bill  at  the  last  stai^e  of  the  proceedings  thereon 
in  this  House  in  tho  present  Session,  and  where 
any  Bum  of  money  has  been  deposited,  as  re- 
quired by  Standing  Order  No.  57,  that  such 
dpposit  has  net  been  withdrawn,  together  with 
a  certificate  of  that  fact  from  the  proper  oCBocr 
of  tho  court  in  which  such  money  was  de- 
posited : 

"1.  That  tho  proceedings  on  such  Bills  shall 
be  pro  forma  only  in  regard  to  every  stage 
through  which  the  same  shall  have  passed  in 
this  or  the  hist  Session  ;  and  that  no  new  fees 
be  charged  in  regard  to  such  stages  :  ' 

"  6.  That  as  regards  all  Private  and  Provi- 
sional Order  Con  tirmation  Bills  suspended  by  the  ) 
Standing  Orders  of  tha  House  of  Commons  of  i 
the  17th  of  June  last,  which  shall  have  been  I 
brought  from  that  House  in  tho  present  Ses-  j 
si  on,  such  Bills  shall  be  allowed  to  proceed  U>  , 
tlie  same  stage  at  which  they  shall  have  arrived  . 
in  the  present  Session.  A  declaration  to  be 
signed  as  aforesaid,  stating  that  the  Bill  is  in  i 
every  respect  tho  same  as  when  brought  to  this 
House  in  this  Session  : 

"  6,  That  if  any  Private  or  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  Bill  to  which  these  resolutions 
apply  shall  ba\B  been  amended  in  this  House 
in  the  present  Session,  the  same  Amendments 
shall  be  inserted  bv  the  Committoe  on  the 
Bill: 


>r  PronrioDal  Ordar  0(ii)< 


20,  IBB6}     Ordtr  ConfinMlioH  Siltt.  950 

I  firmatioQ  Bill  which  shall  have  originated  in 
this  House  or  been  brought  up  from  or  sus- 
pended in  the  House  of  Commons,  pursuant  to 
the  Standing  Orders  of  that  House  of  the  17th 
of  June  last,  in  regard  to  any  of  the  stages 
through  which  the  same  shall  have  passed  in 
this  or  the  last  Session,  or  in  regard  to  any  of 
the  preliminary  proceedings  upon  such  Bill  with 
respect  to  which  the  Standing  Orders  have 
already  been  proved  to  have  been  complied 
with; 

"B.  That  all  petitions  presented  in  this  or 
tha  last  Session  relating  to  any  such  Bill  shall, 
if  necessary,  be  reFerrea  to  the  Committee  on  tha 
Bill  in  the  neit  Session: 

"  9.  That  no  petitioners  shall  be  heard  before 
the  Committee  on  any  Such  Bill  unless  their 
petition  shall  have  bsen  presented  within  the 
time  limited  in  the  present  or  last  Session,  un- 
less that  time  shall  not  have  expired  before  the 
present  Session  closes,  ia  which  case,  in  order 
to  be  heard,  their  petition  shall  be  presented 
not  later  than  the  fourth  day  on  which  the 
House  shall  sit  in  the  next  Session;  " 
said,  he  wishnd  to  describe  the  position 
of  Private  Busineee,  and  itate  what  had 
been  done  during  the  present  Session. 
At  the  beginning;  of  this  Session  there 
were  49  Bills  which  had  complied  with 
the  oonditions  of  the  suspension  of  last 
Session,  and  which  remained  before  the 
House.  Of  these,  40  had  been  disposed 
o(,  including  among  them  four  opposed 
Bills.  There  now  remained  nine  opposed 
Bills,  in  regard  to  which  it  was  perfectly 
evident,  from  the  nature  of  the  opposi- 
tion and  the  principles  involved  in 
several  of  them,  that  at  this  period  of 
the  year  the  opponents  would  not  have 
had  a  proper  and  fair  opportunity  of 
placing  their  case  before  Parliament, 
and  of  obtaining  the  witDeeees  upon 
wbose  evidence  they  would  found  theit 
opposition.  In  those  cases  it  had  been 
thought  right,  in  order  to  secure  a  fair 
hearing,  that  they  should  stand  over  to 
a  period  of  the  year  when  the  opponents, 
as  well  as  the  promoters,  could  bring 
their  cases  properly  before  the  House. 
Two  or  three  of  tbe  Bills  disposed  of,  he 
understood,  could  not  be  passed  in  the 
present  Session  in  eonsequenco  of  their 
having  received  opposition  in  "another 
piaoe,"  which  would  prevent  their  being 
returned  to  this  House.  If  it  had  been 
found  possible  and  right  to  obtain  more 
of  the  opposed  Bills  for  the  considera- 
tion of  a  Committee,  there  would  have 
been  no  difficulty  at  all  in  so  doing,  for 
on  tbe  occasions  when  he  thought  it  de- 
sirable to  form  Committees  he  received 
more  intimations  of  readiness  to  serve 
from  noble  Lords  who  were  anxious  to 
come  lorward  to  take  their  share  of  the 
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work  than  were  required  to  form  the 
Committees. 

Hesolutions  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Eesolutions  be 
printed,     (No.  23.) 

DISTURBANCES  AT  BELFAST  INQUIRY 

BILL.— (No.  21.) 

{The  Earl  Cadogan.) 

SECOND       READING. 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  JSecond  Head- 
ing read. 

The  lord  PRIVY  SEAL  (Earl 
Cadogan),  in  moving  that  the  Bill  be 
now  read  a  second  time,  said,  that  it 
was  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  Royal 
Commission  which  had  been  appointed 
to  investigate  the  disturbances  at  Bel- 
fast powers  they  would  not  possess 
under  the  ordinary  law.  The  chief 
powers  were  those  of  enforcing  the 
attendance  of  witnesses,  of  examining 
them  on  oath,  affirmation,  or  otherwise, 
compelling  the  production  of  documents, 
and  punishing  persons  guilty  of  con- 
tempt. 

Moved,  **That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2v" 
— {The  Earl  Cadoga^i.) 

Motion  agreed  to :  Bill  read  2'  accord- 
ingly ;  Committee  negatived  ;  Then  Stand- 
ing Order  No.  XXXV.  considered  (ac- 
cording to  Order),  and  dispensed  with; 
Bill  read  3*^  and  passed. 

FISHERY  BOARD  (IRELAND)— REPORT 

OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

RESOLUTION. 

The  Earl  of  HOWTH,  in  rising 
to  direct  attention  to  the  Report  of  the 
Irish  Fishery  Commissioners  j  ust  issued, 
and  also  to  the  scant  supply  of  fresh  fish 
available  in  the  city  of  Dublin  ;  and  to 
move — 

**That  no  assistance  given  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  Irish  fisheries  will  prove  of  per- 
manent benefit  unless  the  transport  and  a  re- 
duced  faro  of  carriage  for  fish  to  the  English 
markets  is  duly  provided  for,'* 

said,  the  announcement  which  had  been 
made,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  take  this  and  other  mat- 
ters into  consideration,  had  given  great 
satisfaction  to  all  who  were  interested  in 
the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try, and  especially  to  those  who,  like 
himself,  were  warmly  interested  in  all 
that  concemod  the  fishermen  and  the 
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fisheries  of  Ireland.  He  had  intended 
to  have  brought  forward  some  important 
features  connected  with  the  Irish  fisheriet 
which  he  thought  might  be  worthy  of 
the  attention  of  their  Lordships,  and 
which  he  thought  were  of  the  utmost 
benefit  to  the  regular  fishermen  of  the 
country,  with  whom  he  was  more  inti- 
mately acquainted,  and  who  had  no 
other  means  of  subsistence  and  living 
except  that  which  the  sea  afforded  them; 
but  having  regard  to  the  lateness  of  the 
Session,  and  idso  the  controversial  mat- 
ter which  would  have  been  introduced, 
he  had  thought  it  advisable,  with  their 
Lordships'  permission,  to  withdraw  the 
Motion,,  with  the  object  of  bringing  it 
forward  again  during  the  next  Session. 
But,  before  doing  this,  there  were  one  or 
t^o  observations  which  he  desired  to 
make.  He  desired  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  Eeport  of  the  Irish 
Fishery  Commissioners  was  only  allowed 
to  appear  so  as  to  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  Members  of  Parliament  as  late  as 
September  11.  He  maintained  that 
this  was  far  too  late ;  and  he  sincerely 
hoped  that  next  year,  when  there  would 
be  a  prospect,  perhaps,  of  legislating 
for  the  sea  fisheries,  and  probably  for 
the  salmon  fisheries  also,  that  this  Be- 
port  might  be  placod  in  the  hands  of 
Members  at  an  earlier  period  of  the 
Session.  With  the  details  of  the  Report 
he  was  well  acquainted,  and  he  was  as- 
sured that  the  staffs  both  of  Police  and 
the  Coastguard  of  the  country  was  ample 
to  collect  all  the  statistics  in  a  very  short 
period  of  time.  During  the  months  of 
November  and  December  there  was  Teiy 
little  doing  in  the  fisheries  of  Ireland, 
and,  under  these  circumstances,  it  was 
somewhat  ditficult  to  understand  why 
they  did  not  have  the  Beport  at  a  much 
earlier  period  of  the  Session. 

Motion  (by  leave  of  the  House)  wtk- 
drawn, 

RAILWAY  BRAKES-LEaiSLATION. 
QUESTIOX.      OBSEBVATIOirS. 

Earl  DE  LA  WABR,  in  rising  to 
ask,  Whether  Her  Majesty's  Gk>vem« 
ment  propose  to  consider,  durinff  the 
Recess,  the  recommendationsof  the  Board 
of  Trade  relative  to  railway  brakes,  with 
a  view  to  taking  some  steps  next  Ses- 
sion to  carry  them  into  effect  ?  said,  that 
he  ought  to  explain  his  reason  for  bring- 
ing the  matter  forward.    It  was,  he 
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aware,  not  the  time  for  the  discusBion  of 
this  question,  and  he  was  desirous  only 
of  asking  Her  Majesty's  Government 
whether  they  could  give  it  their  atten- 
tion during  the  leisure  of  the  Becess. 
The  question  was  far  from  being  a  new 
one.  It  had  been  thoroughly  inquired  into 
and  reported  upon  by  a  Royal  Commis- 
sion. It  had  for  many  years  been  com- 
mented upon  by  the  inspecting  officers 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  it  had  been 
on  several  occasions  under  the  notice  of 
Parliament.  In  the  year  1877  the  Board 
of  Trade,  speaking  of  accidents  which 
had  been  investigated  by  their  officers, 
said — 

"  From  a  careful  examiDatioD  of  which,  and 
similar  information  for  the  past  few  years,  the 
Board  of  Trade  are  led  to  conclude  that  three- 
fourths  of  these  accidents  might  probably  have 
been  avoided,  or  the  results  materially  miti- 
gated, if  the  passenger  trains  concerned  had 
been  provided  with  continuous  brakes." 

He  was  free  to  admit  that  much  had 
been  done  by  Railway  Companies  since 
that  time.  He  was  also  quite  aware 
that  there  were  difficulties  which  re- 
quired time  and  experience  to  over- 
come them  ;  but,  nevertheless,  he  could 
hardly  think  that  at  the  end  of  nine 
years  from  the  date  of  the  Circular 
issued  on  the  subject  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  to  Railway  Companies  they 
should  be  where  they  now  were  if 
the  talent,  the  skill,  and  the  experience 
which  railway  engineers  possessed  had 
been  made  good  use  of  by  Railway  Com- 
panies. The  object  in  view  would,  he 
believed,  have  been  attained,  and  they 
might  now  have  had  a  uniform  system 
of  continuous  brakes  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendations  of  the  Board  of 
Trade.  But  what  had  they  instead  of 
this?  They  had  six  different  brakes 
employed  which  were  said  to  comply 
with  what  the  Board  of  Trade  required, 
and  10  others  which  did  not  pretend 
to  comply  with  their  conditions.  Then, 
according  to  the  Returns  made  by  the 
Railway  Companies,  about  50  per  cent 
of  the  total  stock  of  carriages  and  engines 
were  fitted  with  brakes  that  complied 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Board  of 
Trade ;  about  32  per  cent  were  fitted 
with  brakes  which  did  not  comply,  and 
about  18  per  cent  were  fitted  with  no 
continuous  brakes  at  all.  But  supposing 
that  railways  in  the  next  10  years  were 
to  arrive  at  being  all  fitted  with  brakes 
of  some  kind,  some  complying  and  some 


not  complying  with  the  conditions  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  what  would  be  the  con- 
sequence ?  It  would  become  more  and 
more  difficult  that  different  lines  should 
communicate  one  with  another,  such  as 
the  London  and  North- Western  with 
the  Caledonian  Railway,  the  G-reat 
Northern  and  Midland  with  other  rail- 
ways in  Scotland,  and  in  all  instances 
where  intercommunication  was  required, 
if  the  carriages  were  not  fitted  with  the 
same  brakes.  He  desired  as  much  as 
anyone  to  see  Railway  Companies  origi- 
nate and  carry  out  improvements  with- 
out compulsory  legislation.  They  had 
done  much  in  that  way,  and  no  doubt 
they  would  do  more ;  but  after  the  length 
of  time  which  had  elapsed  since  the 
question  of  continuous  brakes  had  been 
under  consideration,  and  after  the  strong 
opinion  which  was  expressed  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  nine  years  ago,  the  time 
seemed  to  have  arrived  when  some  steps 
should  be  taken  to  carry  fully  into  effect 
what  had  been  so  long  recommended, 
and  the  advantages  of  which  for  the 
public  safety  there  was,  he  believed, 
no  competent  authority  which  would 
dispute. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Lord  Stanley  of  Pbeston) 
said,  that  in  answer  to  the  noble  Earl, 
who  took  a  practical  interest  in  this 
question,  and  on  which  he  spoke  with 
authority,  he  begged  to  state  that  the 
attention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
would  shortly  be  turned  to  matters  con- 
nected with  railway  legislation,  when  he 
trusted  that  the  important  subject  to 
which  the  noble  Earl  had  drawn  atten- 
tion would  not  be  lost  sight  of.  Whe- 
ther proposed  legislation  on  this  matter 
would  form  part  of  any  larger  measure 
he  was  not  able  at  the  present  moment 
to  state.  In  a  Bill  relating  to  the  regu- 
lation of  railways,  which  had  been 
brought  forward  some  little  time  ago,  it 
had  been  proposed  to  introduce  a  pro- 
vision relating  to  railway  brakes;  but 
in  the  last  two  Bills  on  the  subject  of 
railways,  which  had  been  drawn  up  but 
not  passed,  it  had  been  thought  better 
to  leave  out  the  consideration  of  this 
point,  and  to  embody  any  legislation 
on  the  subject  in  a  separate  measure. 
Having  these  facts  in  his  mind,  he  should 
wish  to  reserve  to  himself  full  liberty  to 
deal  with  the  question  of  railway  brakes 
in  any  way  and  at  any  time  which  might 
appear  to  be  the  best  under  the  circum- 
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stances.  He,  howeyer,  did  not  yield  to 
the  noble  Lord  in  his  desire  that  some 
practical  effect  should  be  giTen  to  the 
generally  expressed  wish,  that  some  steps 
should  be  taken  to  deal  with  this  ques- 
tion. There  were,  however,  some  dlffi- 
cultips  in  the  way  of  drawing  up  a 
satisfactory  measure  having  reference  to 
this  subject,  one  being  that  of  obtaining 
the  beat  information  relating  to  it  from 
the  Kailway  Companies;  and  another 
being  the  feeling,  rightly  entertained, 
fi-j  hf?  believed,  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
that  it  was  not  a  part  of  thf-ir  function 
to  determine  what  particular  kind  of 
brake  should  be  used  by  the  railways, 
or  to  take  up  in  any  respect  the  inven- 
tion of  any  particular  inventor.  He 
trusted  that  the  noble  Earl  would  rest 
satisfied  with  the  assurance  he  now  gave 
liim  that  the  subject  should  receive  the 
best  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment. 

House  adjoamed  at  a  quarter  before 

Five  o'clock,  to  Wednesday 

next,  Two  o'clock. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Monday y  20th  September,   1886. 


MINUTES.]— Select  Committees  —  Report  — 
Ventilation  of  the  House  [Xo.  37];  De- 
profsion  of  Trade  and  Industry,  '  Koyal 
(Jorr.niiHsion  ;  Disturbances  (Metropolifl). 

PuHLic  MiLiA— Second  Jir ad i tig — Tenants*  Relief 
(Ireland)  '47]  [Firnt  Xight]^  debate  adjourned ; 
Cons^jlidaied  Fund  (Appropriation). 

7r*M</rflt£:w— Bankruptcy  Court  (Belfast  •  [9j. 

PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE   BILLS. 

Standing  Orders  for  the  Suspension  of  Private 

iiills,  or  Jiills  to   confirm    any    Provisional 

Order  or  Certificate. 

(1.;  Ordered^  That  the  Promoters  of  every 
Private  Bill  which  shall  have  been  introduced 
into  this  House,  or  brouf^ht  from  the  House  of 
Ix>rds  In  the  pres^mt  Session  of  Parliament, 
shall  have  leave  to  8U8])cnd  any  further  pro- 
ceeding thereupon,  in  order  to  proceed  with  the 
same  i5ill  in  the  next  Session  of  Parliament. 

(2.)  Urdtrrdf  That  the  Promoters  of  every  such 
Bill  shall  give  notice  in  the  Private  Bill  Office, 
not  later  than  one  clear  day  prior  to  the  close 
of  the  present  Session,  of  their  intention  to  sus- 
pend any  further  proceedings  thereon  ;  or,  in 
the  case  of  Bills  which,  having  passed  this 
House,  shall  then  be  pending  in  tho  Uoase  of 


Lord  Stanley  of  Preston 


Lords,  of  thor  intflntioa  to  proiaed  wilhtto 
nme  Bill  in  this  House  in  tho  next  HwMJon. 

(3.,  '>r^fr«i^.  That  an  Alphabetical  Liik  of  an 
such  Bills,  vith  a  statement  of  the  stage  at  which 
the  same  were  sospended,  shall  be  pfepand  bj 
the  Private  Bill  Office,  and  printed. 

r4.)  Ordered,  That  not  later  than  three  dfltf 
days  after  the  neit  meeting  of  Parliament,  ereiy 
Bill  which  has  btf>en  introdaced  into  this  Hoose 
shall  be  depoeited  in  the  PriTate  Bill  Offiee,  in 
the  form  required  by  Standing  Order  Ko.  JO  I, 
with  a  declaration  signed  by  the  Agent  amiezed 
thereto,  stating  that  the  Bill  is  the  same,  in 
every  respect,  as  the  BiJl  with  leapcct  to 
which  proceedings  have  been  so  suspended,  at 
the  last  stage  of  its  proceeding  in  the  floose  in 
the  present  Session :  and,  where  any  som  of 
money  has  been  deposited,  that  snch  deposit 
has  not  been  withdrawn,  together  with  a  certifi- 
cate of  that  fact  from  the  proper  officer  of  the 
Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Conrt  of  Justice 
in  England  or  Ireland,  or  the  Conrt  of  Ezchs* 
quer  in  Scotland,  as  the  case  may  be. 

[5  }  Ordered,  lliat  such  Bills,  indorsed  br  one 
of  the  Clerks  in  the  Private  Bill  Office,  as 
having  been  duly  deposited  with  snch  dedaia* 
tions  and  certificates  annexed,  be  laid  by  one  of 
the  Clerks  of  that  Office  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House,  in  the  next  Session  of  Parliament,  in  the 
order  in  which  they  shall  stand  upon  snch  LisL 

fi.\  Ordered,  That  in  respect  of  erery  Bill  so 
laid  npon  the  Table  such  Bill  shall  be  read  a 
first  time :  and  a  second  time  (if  the  Bill  shall 
have  been  read  a  second  time  previonaly  to  its 
being  suspended; ;  and  if  snch  Bill  shall  hare 
been  reported  by  any  Committee  in  the  preeent 
Session,  the  Order  for  referring  the  Bill  to  a 
Committee  shall  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  Bill 
ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table  or  to  be  read  a 
third  time,  as  the  case  may  be. 

(7.;  Ordered,  That  in  case  any  Bill  bronght 
from  the  House  of  Lords  in  the  present  Seosion, 
upen  which  the  proceedings  shall  have  been 
suspended  in  this  liouse.  shall  be  brought  from 
the  House  of  Lords  in  the  next  Session  of  Piailia- 
nient,  the  Agent  for  such  Bill  shall  deposit  in 
the  Private  Bill  Office,  prior  to  the  first  reading 
thereof,  a  declaration  stating  that  the  Bill  is  the 
same,  in  every  respect,  as  the  Bill  which  was 
brought  from  the  House  of  Lords  in  the  present 
Session  ;  and  where  any  sum  of  money  has  been 
depr»sited,  that  such  deposit  has  not  been  with- 
drawn, together  with  a  certificate  of  that  fact 
from  the  proper  officer ;  and  so  soon  as  one  of 
the  Clerks  in  the  Private  Bill  Office  has  certified 
that  such  deposit  hits  been  duly  made,  the  Bill 
shall  be  read  a  first  time,  and  be  further  pro- 
ceeded with  in  the  same  manner  as  Bills  intro- 
duced into  this  House  during  the  preeent 
Session. 

(8.}  Ordered,  That  all  Petitions  presented  in 
the  last  Session  of  the  late  Parliament,  or  in  the 
present  Session,  against  Private  Bills,  or  against 
any  liill  to  confirm  any  Provisional  Order  or 
Certificate,  and  which  stood  referred  to  the 
Committees  on  such  Bills,  shall  stand  referred 
to  the  Committees  on  the  same  Bills,  in  the  next 
Session  of  Parliament;  and  that  all  Notices  and 
grounds  of  objection  to  the  right  of  Petitioners 
to  be  he.-ird  given  in  tho  present  Session  within 
the  time  prescribed  by  the  Rules  of  the  Kefereet 
relating  to  such  Notices  shall  be  held  applioaUo 
in  tho  next  Session  of  Parliament, 
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(9.)  Orderedy  That  no  Petitioners  shall  be 
heard  before  the  Committee  on  such  Bills,  unless 
their  Petition  shall  have  been  presented  within 
the  time  limited  in  the  last  Session  of  the  late 
Parliament,  or  in  the  present  Session. 

(10.)  Ordered,  That  in  case  the  time  limited  for 
presenting  Petitions  against  any  such  Bills  shall 
not  have  expired  at  the  close  of  the  present 
Session,  Petitioners  may  be  heard  before  the 
Committee  on  such  Bill,  provided  their  Petition 
be  presented  previous  to,  or  not  later  than,  seven 
clear  days  after  the  next  meeting  of  Parliament. 

(II.)  Ordered^  That  all  Instructions  to  Com- 
mittees on  Private  Bills  in  the  last  Session  of 
the  late  Parliament,  or  in  the  present  Session, 
which  shall  be  suspended  previously  to  their 
being  reported  by  any  Committee,  be  Instruc 
tions  to  the  Committees  on  the  same  Bills  in 
the  next  Session. 

(12.)  Ordered/£hQ.i  no  new  Fees  be  charged 
in  respect  of  any  stage  of  a  Bill  upon  which 
Fees  have  been  already  incurred  during  the 
present  Session. 

(13.)  Ordered^  That  all  Standing  Orders  com- 
plied with  in  respect  of  any  Bill  introduced,  or 
intended  to  be  introduced,  during  the  last  Session 
of  the  late  Parliament,  or  in  the  present  Session, 
shall  be  held  applicable  to  any  Bill  for  the  same 
objects  introduced  in  the  next  Session,  and 
where  the  Examiner  has  already  reported  upon 
the  compliance  with  the  Standing  Orders  in  re- 
spect of  any  such  Bill,  he  shall  only  Report  in 
the  next  Session  whether  any  further  Standing 
Orders  are  applicable. 

(14.)  Ordered y  That  Bills  to  confirm  any  Pro- 
visional Order  or  Certificate  introduced  into  this 
House,  or  brought  from  the  House  of  Lords,  in 
the  present  Session  shall  be  suspended  from  the 
close  of  the  present  Session,  in  order  to  be  pro- 
ceeded with  in  the  next  Session  of  Parliament. 

(15.)  Ordered,  That  with  regard  to  any  such 
Bills  the  Order  of  Leave  in  the  present  Session 
shall  be  read,  and  thereupon  the  Bill  shall  be 
read  a  first  time  and  a  second  time  (if  the  Bill 
shall  have  been  read  a  second  time  during  the 
present  Session);  and  if  such  Bill  shall  have 
been  reported  by  any  Committee  in  the  present 
Session,  the  Order  for  referring  the  Bill  to  a 
Committee  shall  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  Bill 
ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  or  to  be  read  a 
third  time,  as  the  case  may  be. 

(16.)  Ordered^  That  all  applications  made, 
and  Certificates  given,  and  all  other  proceed- 
ing's taken  with  ref(?rence  to  any  Bill  intro- 
ducedjOrintendcd  to  be  introduced,  in  the  present 
Session  iov  confirming  any  Provisional  Order 
in  respect  to  the  Inclosure  of  Commons  under 
*J  The  Commons  Act,  1876,''  shall  be  deemed 
to  apply  to  any  Bill  introduced  for  the  same 
object  in  the  next  Session. 

(17.)  Ordered,  That  the  said  ( )rder8  be  Stand- 
ing (Jnlers  of  this  House,  and  be  printed. — 
(  The  Chairman  of  IFays  and  Means.) 

Q  UESTIONS. 


METROPOLIS— STATUE    OF   JAMES    II. 
IN  WHITEHALL  YARD. 

Mr.  AV.  G.  C.  BENTINCK  (Penryn 
and  Falmouth)  asked  the  First  Commis- 


sioner of  Works,  Whether  Her  Majesty's 
GoTernment  are  aware  that  there  is  a 
Statue  of  King  James  the  Second  by 
Grinling  Gibbons,  hidden  away  behind 
Whitehall  Ohapel;  and,  whether  it 
would  be  possible  to  restore  the  dilapi- 
dated pedestal,  and  remove  the  Statue 
to  the  north  side  of  Whitehall  Ohapel 
opposite  the  Horse  Guards  at  the  en- 
trance to  Whitehall  Avenue,  now  in 
course  of  construction  ? 

Sir  GEOEGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
caldy, &c.)  also  asked  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  he  was  aware  that 
Jame  II.  was  removed  from  the  Throne 
for  misconduct,  and  that  therefore  it 
was  quite  inappropriate  to  put  his  statue 
in  a  place  of  honour  ? 

The  FIEST  COMMISSIONER  (Mr. 
Plujjkbt)  (Dublin  University):  The 
statue  of  James  II.  referred  to  by  my 
hon.  Friend  is  one  of  great  and  recog- 
nized merit,  and  I  shall  carefully  con- 
sider  whether  or  not  a  better  site  than  it 
now  occupies  can  be  found  for  it ;  but  I 
think  it  will  be  easier  to  come  to  a  de- 
cision on  that  question  and  also  as  to  a 
new  pedestal  when  we  are  able  to  appre- 
ciate the  effect  of  the  street  improve- 
ments now  in  progress  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  Whitehall.  As  to  the 
Question  of  the  hon.  Baronet  opposite 
I  really  must  decline  to  express  any 
opinion. 

METROPOLITAN    IMPROVEMENTS  — 

WIDENING  OF  MUSEUM  STREET, 

BLOOMSBURY. 

Mr.  EDWIN  DE  LISLE  (Leicester- 
shire, Mid)  asked  the  First  Commissioner 
of  Works,  Whether  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment will  take  into  consideration 
the  desirability  of  widening  Museum 
Street,  the  approach  to  the  British 
Museum;  and,  whether,  now  that  the 
houses  at  the  j  unction  of  Museum  Street 
with  Hart  Street  and  Oxford  Street, 
formerly  abutting  St.  George's,  Blooms- 
bury,  are  pulled  down.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  will  inquire  into  the  feasi- 
bility of  acquiring  the  site  of  these 
houses,  and  of  consulting  with  the  Me- 
tropolitan Board  of  Works,  with  a  view 
of  carrying  out  this  improvement  ? 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  (Mr. 
Plunket)  (Dublin  University) :  In  an- 
swer to  my  hon.  Friend  I  have  to  say 
that  so  far  as  facilities  of  traffic  are 
concerned  his  Question  is  one  rather  for 
the  Chairman  of  the  Metropolitan  Board 
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of  Trade,  Whether  hia  attentioa  had 
been  called  to  the  fact  that  some  French 
fishing  smacks  had  put  into  Yarmouth 
on  Saturday  last,  aud  disposed  of  their 
fish  there  ;  whether  English  smack 
owners  were  preclnded  from  doing  the 
name  thing  in  French  porta  ;  and,  whe- 
ther such  a  state  of  things  was  not  pre- 
judicial to  British  fishing  interests  ? 

The  SECKETAEY  ^Baron  Hesby 
De  WoBUBJ  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth}, 
in  roplj,  said,  that  he  had  ooly  received 
Notice  of  the  Question  of  his  hon.  Friend 
when  he  reached  the  House.  Telegrams 


daj  night,  and  instructions  were  imme- 
diately sent  to  the  officer  of  the  Depart- 
ment at  Yarmouth  to  hold  an  inquiry 
into  the  matter.  The  Beport  of  that 
ofBcer  had  not  yet  been  received. 

PARLIAUENT-BCSJXESS   OF   THE 
HOCSE. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  asked  the 
noble  Lord  the  Leader  of  the  House 
for  some  information  vith  respect  to 
the  course  the  Government  proposed  to 
adopt  on  the  several  stages  of  the  Ap- 
propriatioQ  Bill  ? 

T^B  CHANCELLOH  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUEK  (Lord  Bakdolph  CHracHiu.; 
(Faddington,  S.) :  We  shall  ask  the 
House  to  read  the  Appropriation  Bill  a 
second  time  this  evening,  and  it  will  be 
put  down  as  the  first  Order  for  to- 
morrow. The  third  reading  we  will 
take  on  Wednesday,  and  that  will  admit 
of  the  Prorogation  taking  place  on 
Friday,  or  at  latest  on  Saturday. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE— A  COUKT  OF 
CRIUINAL  APPEAL-LEGISLATION. 
Ma.  SHIRLEY  (Yorkshire,  W.E., 
Doncastor)  asked  Mr.  Attorney  General, 
Whether  the  Government  would  consider 
the  advisability  of  bringing  in  a  Bill  to 
establish  a  Court  of  Criminal  Appeal,  so 
that  innoccat  persona  might  have  greater 
security  than  at  present  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  [Sir 
RicuARD  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight)  ; 
The  question  of  the  establishment  of  a 
Court  of  Criminal  Appeal  is  undoubtedly 
one  of  very  great  importance ;  and  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  certaint_v 
consider  whether  it  will  be  in  their 
power  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  deal  witb 
the  matter. 


ETICTIOSS  (IBErASDJ-THB  LATEST 
STATISTICS. 
Mb.  PAHNELL  (Cork) :  I  wish,  Kr, 
to  af^  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  % 
Uuestion,  of  which  I  have  given  him 
private  Notice — namely.  Whether  he  can 
give  the  House  any  information  with 
regard  to  the  number  of  evictions  which 
liave  taken  place  in  Ireland  ainee  the 
date  of  the  last  Betnm— that  is  to  aay, 
since  the  30th  of  June,  which  is  the  last 
Return  that  we  have  ? 

The  chief  SECBETAKT  (Sit 
MicsAEL  Hicks-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.)  : 
I  have  done  my  best  to  obtain  the  ia- 
formation  which  the  hon.  Member  aaks 
although  I  only  received  his  Notice 
o'clock.  The  figures  which  I  now 
give  are  only  approximate,  and  of  course 
the  House  is  aware  that  the  Betnms  of 
evictions  include  evictions  for  a  great 
many  causes,  and  in  a  great  many  cases 
besides  those  for  noD-pajment  at  rent. 
3ince  the  30th  of  June  1,037  families, 
including  5,300  persons,  have  been 
evicted.  Out  of  those  651  families,  in- 
cluding 3,636  persons,  had  been  re- 
admitted as  tenants  or  caretakers.  The 
balance,  therefore,  actually  evicted  ia 
357  families,  including  1,675  persona. 

Mb.  FARNELL  :  Can  the  right  hon. 
Ghntleman  tell  me  up  to  what  itate  that 
information  comes  f 

Sib  MICHAEL  HICKS- BEACH : 
I  believe  it  is  up  to  the  end  of  last 
week — that  is  to  say,  practically  up  to 
date. 

ORDERS  OF  TBE  LA  Y. 

TEKANTS'  RELIEF  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

[Mr.  Famtll,  Mr.  Saton,  Mr.  IHUoh,  Mr.  T.  F. 

O'Connor,  JTr.  Pinktrtan,  Mr.  JfeAwy.) 

[bill  47.]    ezcoiTD  BsasiHO. 

[fibbt  kioht.] 

Order  for  Second  Beading  read. 

Ma.  FARNELL  (Cork) :  It  has  bem 
frequently  stated.  Sir,  that  an  unmis- 
takable mandate  was  oonvered  by 
result  of  the  General  Election  agi 
the  concession  of  self-goverDment  to 
Ireland.  I  desire  to  take  the  liberty  of 
saying  that,  in  my  judgment,  another 
and  still  more  unmistakable  mandate 
was  also  conveyed  by  the  result  of  the 
General  Election,  and  that  was  a  mao- 
date  to  the  House  of  Oommont  thatth^ 
should  show  themselves  equally  williB( 
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and  equally  able  to  provide  for  the 
wants  of  Ireland,  and  to  redress  her 
grievances  as  her  own  Parliament  would 
do.  I  cannot  think,  Sir,  that  any  argu- 
ment drawn  from  the  lateness  of  this 
Session — in  view  of  the  fact  that  a  House 
has  been  returned  of  Members  many  of 
whom  are  fresh,  most  of  whom  are 
vigorous  and  young,  and  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  House  has  only  been  met 
together  for  a  short  period  of  six  weeks 
since  its  election —ought  to  cause  the 
House  to  feel  that  it  has  had  too  much 
or  too  hard  work  to  do,  and  is  entitled 
to  a  holiday  immediately,  especially  if  I 
can  substantiate  and  make  good  my  case 
that  a  state  of  urgency  exists  in  Ireland 
with  regard  to  the  relations  between 
the  landlords  and  the  tenants  of  that 
country.  Nothing  was  more  remarkable, 
no  argument  was  stronger  than  those 
arguments  which  were  addressed  to  the 
different  constituencies  by  Members  of 
the  Liberal  Party  who  described  them- 
selves as  Liberal  Unionists,  in  which 
they  affirmed  their  belief  that  England 
was  both  able  and  willing  to  redress 
Irish  grievances  and  to  attend  to  her 
wants.  I  think,  Sir,  I  am  right  in 
calling  upon  Gentlemen  who  used  those 
arguments  to  the  English  constituencies 
now  to  consider]  my  case  ;  and  if  I  am 
able  to  make  a  case  for  immediate  inter- 
ference by  the  Legislature,  then  they 
ought  to  consider  how  far  they  will  be 
justified  in  asking  the  oppressed  and 
impoverished  Irish  tenants  to  wait  for 
fully  five  months  before  even  they  con- 
sider this  question.  My  measure.  Sir, 
is  a  simple  one.  It  consists  of  three 
provisions.  The  first  and  the  most  im- 
portant of  them  undoubtedly  is — be- 
cause it  is  directed  to  the  more  imme- 
diate and  pressing  necessity  of  the  case 
— that  which  provides  that  any  tenant 
of  a  statutory  tenancy  who  has  had  his 
rent  fixed  prior  to  the  last  day  of  the 
year  1884  may  apply  to  the  Land  Com- 
mission to  abate  his  rent,  and  that  the 
Land  Commission  may  abate  the  rent, 
provided  two  requirements  are  satisfied. 
The  first  of  these  requirements  is  that 
the  tenant  shall  show — before  he  is  en- 
titled to  make  the  application,  before 
the  Laud  Commission  can  take  any  action 
to  relieve  him — that  he  has  paid  half 
the  rent  ordinarily  payable  in  respect  of 
the  year  1886,  and  half  of  any  antece- 
dent arrears  thereto.  The  second  re- 
quirement necessary  in  order  to  entitle 


the  tenant  to  relief  from  the  Land  Com- 
mission— the  second  imperative  require- 
ment is,  that  he  shall  prove  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Land  Commission  that  he 
is  unable  to  pay  the  remainder  of  his 
rent  without  deprivation — I  observe 
that  in  some  versions  of  the  Bill  which 
have  appeared  in  the  Press  the  word 
**  depreciation  "  has  been  substituted  for 
**  deprivation  " — **  of  the  means  neces- 
sary for  the  cultivation  and  stockiujo^ " 
of  the  holding.  Then,  if  the  Court,  after 
these  two  requirements  have  been  satis- 
fied, makes  an  abatement,  it  is  to  apply 
to  the  rent  ordinarily  payable  in  the  year 
1 886,  as  well  as  to  the  antecedent  arrears, 
and  also  to  the  rent  which  would  ordi- 
narily become  payable  in  the  ensuing 
year — that  is  to  say,  in  1887.  The  second 
main  provision  of  the  Bill  is  one  providing 
for  the  admission  at  once  of  all  lease- 
holders to  the  benefits  of  the  Land  Act 
of  1 88 1 — ^that  is  to  say,  of  the  rent-fixing 
clauses  of  the  Land  Act  of  1881 — who 
would,  on  the  expiration  of  their  leases, 
be  entitled  to  apply  to  have  their  rents 
fixed.  There  are  certain  exceptions  by 
which  it  is  intended  to  provide  for  the 
cases  of  beneficial  leases  where  valuable 
consideration  has  been  given,  aind  also 
to  except  middlemen  from  the  operation 
of  the  Act,  whether  they  desire  or  whe- 
ther they  do  not  desire  to  come  under 
its  operation.  Lastly,  the  exceptions 
contained  in  the  58th  section  of  the 
Land  Act  of  1881  are  re-enacted.  The 
third  and  last  provision  of  this  Bill  is 
that  for  suspending  all  ejectment  pro- 
ceedings— proceedings  for  the  recovery 
of  rent — upon  payment  of  half  the  rent 
and  arrears  due.  This  Bill,  with  the 
exception  of  the  provisions  regarding 
the  admission  of  leaseholders,  is  a  tem- 
porary Bill,  directed  to  provide  against 
a  temporary  emergency.  It  is  intended 
to  meet  the  depreciation  in  prices,  which 
we  undoubtedly  cannot  prove  will  be 
permanent.  We  only  know,  so  far,  that 
this  depreciation  in  prices  began  in 
1885,  and  it  has  gone  on  without  any 
signs  of  recovery — indeed,  showing  signs 
to  the  contrary  from  that  time  until 
now.  We  cannot  prove  that  this  de- 
preciation in  prices  will  be  permanent ; 
but  we  have  reason  to  fear  that  it  will 
be.  As,  however,  we  cannot  prove  the 
permanency  of  this  depreciation,  we 
simply  ask  that  the  House  shall  take 
action  for  the  limit  of  time  which  has 
reference  to  the  rents  due  in  November, 


968 


Indmlrial  Sthooli 


{OOMUONS} 


{InlaitJ)  Att. 


Sib  SAMUEL  WILSON  (Porta- 
mouth)  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Esohequer,  Whether  the  GoverDment 
propose,  during  Ihe  ensuing  Seaeion  of 
Parliament,  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  provide 
for  a  cheaper  and  more  eipeditioua 
system  of  land  transfer  ench  bb  has 
been  found  to  be  advaatageous  in  the 
Aaatralian  Colonies? 

TheOH  ANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolph  Chobchill) 
(FaddingtoD,  S.):  Wlien  I  saw  these 
Questions  on  the  Paper  I  communicated 
with  my  noble  an  dlearnedFriend  theLor  d 
Chancellor,  and  he  has  authorized  me  to 
^ce  the  followinff  reply ; — That  it  ia  the 
intention  of  Iler  Majesty's  Government  to 
introduce  next  Session  a  measure  which 
will  have  for  its  object  the  cheapenini 
of  the  cost  and  the  increasing  of  facili 
ties  for  the  transfer  of  land.  Should  it 
be  successful  in  attaining  that  object,  it 
would,  doubtless,  facilitate  the  acquire- 
ment of  land  by  those  to  whom  the  legal 
costs  and  difficulties  of  transfer  have 
hitherto  been  an  impediment. 

LIGHTHOUSE  I  LLUlirNANTS-EXPERI- 

MENT8  AT  SOOTH  FOKELANU— THE 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

M8.  T.  W-  EU88ELL  (Tyrone,  8.) 
asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  When  he  eipeots  to  lay  upon  the 
Table  the  Correspondence  between  the 
Trinity  House,  the  Board  of  Trade,  Mr. 
J.  E.  Wigham,  Mr.  Howard  Grubb, 
F.R.S.,  Professor  Barrett,  and  ship- 
owners of  various  ports,  on  the  subject 
of  the  Report  of  the  Trinity  Houeo  on 
the  experiments  made  by  that  corpora- 
tion with  lighthouse  iliuminants,  which, 
in  reply  to  uie  question  of  the  honour- 
able Member  fur  the  College  Division 
of  Qlasgow  on  the  13th  of  May  last, 
was  promised  should  be  laid  upon  the 
Table  ? 

The  SECRETARY  (Baron  Hekrt 
De  WoHua)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth): 
The  Correspondence  referred  to  by  the 
lion.  Member  is  not  at  present  in  a 
eulficieritly  complete  stato  for  pre^nnta- 
tion  ;  but  it  will  be  laid  upon  tlie  Table 
.  as  soon  as  prattitablo. 

LAW   AND   JUSTICE-MDRUER    OF   A 
POLICE     CONSTABLE    AT     DOT). 
WORTH,  KEAlt  BAUNSLEY,  LAN- 
CASHIRE. 
Mb.  SHIRLEY  (Yorkshire,   W.R.. 

Doacaster)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 


for  the  Home  Department,  Whstlim  anj 
prospect  now  exists  of  any  arrest  in  wm- 
nection  with  the  recent  murder  of  a 
police  constable  at  Dod  worth,  near 
Barnsley  ;  and,  whether  a  reward  wmt 
offered  by  the  Oovemment,  or  by  any 
parsons,  for  the  apprehension  of  the 
murderer ;  and,  if  not,  whether  the 
system  of  offering  rewards  for  the  ap- 
prehension of  criminals  has  or  has  not 
been  abandoned  ? 

The  secretary  or  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews]  (Birmingham,  £.),  in  re- 
ply, said,  he  heard  that  £100  revud 
had  been  offered  by  the  Barnsley  mA- 
gistrates ;  but  none  had  been  offered  by 
the  Home  Office,  who  only  offered  re- 
wards under  very  exceptional  ciraom- 
stances. 

CIVIL  SERVICE   WBITERS  (IBBLAND). 

Mb.  PETER  McDONALD  (SUgo, 
N.)  asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, If  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
a  Memorial  presented  to  the  Lords  of 
the  Treasury  last  year  bythe  IrishOinl 
Service  writers,  praying  for  the  redrew 
of  certain  grievaacea ;  and,  if  he  has  had 
an  opportunityofoonsidering  the  matter, 
what  progress,  if  any,  has  been  made 
towards  the  satisfactory  settlement  of 
such  grievances  ? 

The  SEOEETARY  to  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jacksom)  (Leeds,  N.),  in 
reply,  said,  his  attention  had  been 
drawn  to  this  Memorial,  and  he  was  not 
aware  that  any  separate  Memorial  hod 
been  presented  by  the  Irish  Civil  Service 
writers.  Their  esse  would  be  dealt 
with  when  that  of  the  others  was  dealt 

INDUSTRIAL  BCHOOLS  (IRELAND}  ACT 
—SCHOOL  AT  KILEUSn,  CO.  CLAEB. 
Mb.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  If  an  industrial  school  was 
It,  five  years  ago,  at  e  co^t  of  about 
££,000,  in  Kilrui-h,  county  Clare ;  if  it 
has  yet  been  certified  for  a  grant  \  if  m^ 
lats  have  been  presented  to  Chief 
Sjecretaries  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  from 
to  timo  during  that  period;  if  ha 
will  state  the  reasons  for  delay  or  ra- 
fusal;  and,  if  he  will  consider  thia  im- 
portant matter  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Sir 
MioBAEL  Hicsfi' Beach)  (Bristol,  W.) : 
It  is  true  that  a  teligioua  oomnuuu^ 


•U  Imani  {E 

«xpendad  &  lufro  sum  of  monej  oa  > 
building  at  Kilraslt  as  an  indintrikl 
■chool.  It  appean  that  tbey  did  ao 
without  having  reoeired  anj  anoourafto- 
ment  from  the  OoTemmant,  and  with- 
out making  any  effort  to  ascertain  what 
were  their  ohancea  of  obtaining  a  oerti- 
ficate  onder  the  laduatrial  Sohuole  Act. 
There  it  alreadj  one  certified  iodustrial 
■ehool  for  girla  in  the  eountf  of  dan ; 
and  baring  regard  to  the  more  pieanDg 
character  of  ether  claims,  and  to  the  r«- 
oommendations  of  the  reoent  Boyal  Oom- 
mis^ion,  noneof  myPiedeceeaors  «>pear 
to  have  aeon  their  way  to  oerti^  the 
school  at  Eilnuh.  The  hoD.  ICember 
is  aware  that  it  wonid  be  impossible  for 
me  to  certify  a  school  for  which  pro- 
vision  has  not  been  made  in  the  Vote 
passed  by  this  House,  eren  if  there  were 
not  other  ditfioulties  in  the  way.  All  Z 
can  say,  therefore,  is  that  before  next 
year's  Estimates  are  foamed  this  ease 
shall  be  further  ooosidered. 

AaU¥  (AtTZILUBT  F0RCE8)-0FFI- 

<:ers  op  hilttia. 

Ma.  DIXON-HABTLAND  (Middle- 
eex,  UxbridKe)  asked  the  Seoretatr 
of  State  for  War,  Whether  the  Qaeea's 
Begulations  in  respect  of  eeniori^ 
of  rank  are  suspended  in  the  oose  of 
Militia  Officers  "  attached  fbr  du^ 
to  the  Bagulars  j "  and,  if  not,  whe- 
ther be  will  cause  an  inqniry  to  be 
made  whether  these  Begulations  are 
strictly  complied  wiUi  in  erexy  re- 
spect f 

Tas  SECBErrABY  or  STATE  (Ur. 
W.  H.  Suith)  (Strand,  Weatminater) 
The  Qiieea'a  Usgutations  in  respect  b 
seniority  of  rank  are  not  suspended  in 
the  case  ot  Militia  oHicers  attached  for 
duty  to  the  Begular  Army;  and  there  is, 
therefore,  no  reason  for  supposing  that 
they  are  not  observed. 

OPEN  SPACES  (METHOPOLra)— THE 

uabde:n3  at  tub  tovbr  or 

LONDON. 
Mr.  MONTAGU  (Tower  Hamlete, 
Whitmhap<'l)a8ked  the  Secretary  of  Bute 
for  War,  Whether  arrangements  oonld 
be  made  for  granting  to  the  public  frAe 
access  to  the   gardens    and  waterside 

Sromenade  adjoining  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
on? 

Thb  BEOBETABT  or  STATE  (ICr. 
W.  H.  amzH)  (Strand,  Viihi in itir)i. 


Taking  into  eonsldaTa&ni  Tsrioos  event* 
which  JiKTe  oconrred  in  the  laat  tiro  or 


three  years  and  the  peculiar  nature  of 
tlia  Tower  of  London,  I  do  not  see  my 
way  at  present  to  giving  tlie  pnblio  free 
~  «eas,to  these  gaMens. 

POST  OFFICE— PARCEL   POST— 
DBLATB  IN  TRANBHZ88IUN. 

Sib  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (DnUin 
Oo.,  8.)  asked  the  Postmaster  General, 
If  ike  IS  aware  that  it  takes  three  day* 
to  send  a  parcel  by  FaroeU  Post  from 
Kingstown  to  London ;  if  he  is  aware 
that  this  delay  in  transit  causes  mnoh 
inoonrenienoe,  and  sometimes  loss,  in 
the  CTCnt  of  perishable  artioles  being 
sent;  and,  whether  he  will  cause  this 
grievance  to  be  remedied  f 

Ths  TIOE  PBESICENT  or  Tn 
GOUNOIL  (Sir  Hxrar  Hozuim] 
(Hempstead)  (who  replied)  asid,  that,  m 
the  absence  of  the  Postmaster  Qmieral,  he 
had  been  asked  to  answer  the  Question. 
He  was  informed  that,  in  the  proper 
course  of  things,  paroelB  ported  at  Kinga- 
town  before  8.S  p.k.  should  reach 
London  on  the  fbllowing  da^ ,  and  if 
there  was  any  dslay  in  the  train  service 
in  the  afternoon  the  P<»tmaster  General 
would  be  obliged  to  the  hon.  Uembar 
if  he  would  bring  before  him  any  indi- 
vidual oases  where  parcels  had  bsan 
delayed. 

LAV  AND  JUSnCB    (IBBLAirD)-AS. 

BEST  OF  UB.  HOBTQUa  DOTLB. 

Ss  THOMAS  ESMONDS  (DnUla 
Co.,  S.)  asked  the  Uhief  SeereUrr  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  If  nels 
aware  ot  the  owenmstaneea  under  which 
Mr.  Mortimer  Doyle  was  ariented  ia 
November  laet  at  the  aait  of  the  Board 
of  Works ;  and,  whether  the  Gorerw- 
ment  will  either  give  him  adbc^uate 
oompensstioa  at  else  infoim  him  against 
whom  ha  may  take  1<^  proeeadiaga 
with  the  objeot  of  obtaining  oompenaa'- 

Tin  CHIEF  8ECBBTABT  (Sit 
MiCHAnL  HioKs-BnuiB)  (Bristol,  W.), 
in  reply,  said,  this  ease  had  been  Wongm 
nnder  the  notice  of  hia  immediate  Ka* 
deoesaor  some  months  agt^  and  h»  be* 
liered  that  hia  deeisfam  had  baaa  eoift* 
munioated  to  the  Loo.  Hembac.  Wm 
view  of  the  ease  waa  that  it  wa*  soft  OM 
finr  oompaaaationt  and  ha  agwad  «UL 
hiMiatha»afinioa. 
SIS 
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POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— SURVBYOBS' 

CLERKS. 

Mr.  CONWAY  (Leitrim,  N.)  (for  Mr. 
Nolan)  (Louth,  N.)  asked  the  Post- 
master General,  How  many  officers  from 
English  offices  have  been  appointed, 
during  the  last  ten  years,  to  the  position 
of  surveyor's  clerk  or  acting  surveyor's 
clerk  in  Ireland ;  how  mauy  such  officers 
are  still  in  such  capacities  in  Ireland ; 
whether  these  promotions  in  the  Post 
Office  Service  are  reciprocal  between 
Ireland  and  England ;  and,  if  so,  }iow 
many  officers  from  Irish  offices  have 
been  transferred  to  England  as  sur- 
veyors' clerks  or  actio g  surveyors'  clerks 
during  the  same  period ;  and,  how  many 
Irish  officers  are  at  present  in  such 
positions  in  England  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  Henry  Holland) 
(Hampstead)  (who  replied)  said :  I 
am  asked  by  the  Postmaster  General 
to  say  that  he  finds  that  during  the 
past  10  years  five  gentlemen  from 
offices  in  England  were  appointed  to 
be  surveyors'  clerks  in  Ireland,  and 
four  from  offices  in  Ireland  to  be  sur- 
veyors' clerks  in  England.  One  of  the 
five  has  since  died  and  one  has  returned 
to  England,  so  three  remain  in  Ireland. 
The  Postmaster  General  is  not  able  to 
give  the  detailed  information  respecting 
officers  temporarily  employed  as  acting 
surveyors'  clerks,  as  these  officers  are 
merely  sent  out  when  required,  and 
return  to  their  respective  offices  when 
their  services  are  no  longer  needed. 

INDIA— THE    UNCOVENANTED    CIVIL 
SERVICE— PENSIONS. 

Mr.  king  (Hull,  Central)  asked  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
Whether  the  Bules  for  Pensions  affect- 
ing the  Unoovenanted  Service  in  India 
are  governed  by  a  Besolution  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  India,  No.  1,555,  dated 
1st  July  1870,  embodying  a  Despatch 
of  18th  May  1855  ;  and,  whether  that 
Eesolution  is  still  in  force ;  and,  if  not, 
how  or  when  it  was  abrogated;  whe- 
ther, in  that  Eesolution,  while  the  pay 
of  the  TTncovenanted  Civilian  is  stated 
in  rupees,  his  pension  is  invariably 
designated  in  sterling  money,  with  the 
explanation  prefixed  to  the  Resolution 
itself  that  ''  whenever  in  the  following 
Besolution  a  pension  is  stated  in  sterling 
the  equivalent  in  rupees  is  meant  at  two 


shillings  the  rupee ; "  and,  wheflier  TJn- 
covenanted  Civilians  are  legally  entitled 
to  demand  that  their  pensions  shall  be 
paid  in  sterling ;  and,  why  the  pensions 
are  not  so  paid  by  the  Government  of 
India  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  (Sir 
John  Gorst)  (Chatham) :  All  propon- 
tions  contained  in  the  Resolution  of 
July  1,  1870,  which  is  still  in  foroe,  are 
to  be  found  in  the  Rules  by  which  the 
pensions  of  the  TTnooYenanted  Sezrioe  are 
governed.  The  limits  within  which 
pensions  may  be  granted  are,  in  the  Re- 
solution, designated  in  pounds  sterling. 
The  note  of  explanation  alluded  to  has 
been  inserted  in  a  compilation  of  Rules 
called  the  Civil  Pension  Code,  but  was 
no  part  of  the  original  Resolution.  In 
the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  State^ 
unoovenanted  civilians  are  entitled  to 
have  their  pensions  paid  only  at  the 
varying  rate  of  exchange. 

CRIME  AND  OUTRAGE  (IRELAKI))— 

MRS.  MORONY,  MILTOWN  MAL- 

BAY— FICTITIOUS  CHARGES. 

Mr.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  the  police,  investi- 
gating an  outrage  alleged  to  have  been 
committed  on  Mrs.  Morony's  house  at 
Miltown  Malbay,  arrived  at  the  oonclu* 
sion  that  it  was  the  work  of  some  of  the 
inmates ;  and,  whether  a  second  outra^ 
reported  as  having  been  perpetrated  on 
her  carrier  while  bringing  her  goods 
from  Ennis,  was  found  to  be^  on  poUoe 
investigation,  a  pure  invention  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  TBristol,  W.), 
in  reply,  said,  that  the  alleged  outrage 
on  Mrs.  Morony's  house  was  at  first 
supposed  to  be  maliuious;  but  it  had 
since  been  found  not  to  be  so. 

ADMIRALTY— SENIOR    NAVAL 
WRITERS. 

Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  asked 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  Whe- 
ther it  is  the  intention  of  the  Admiraltj 
to  increase  the  pay  and  better  the  posi- 
tion of  the  senior  Naval  writers  of  fifteen 
years'  standing ;  whether  they  are  aoiaas 
of  public  servants  who  perform  impor- 
tant duties,  and  are  directly  and  in* 
directly  responsible  for  the  correct  keep- 
ing of  accounts  which  deal  with  vskst 
sums  of  the  public  money ;  whether  their 
duties  are  identical  witii  those  of  the 
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senior  accountant  ofiBcers,  and  whether 
they  are  debarred  from  advancing  to 
that  higher  position,  no  matter  how  fit 
or  what  superior  qualifications  they  may 
possess ;  whether  these  grievances  are 
now  in  existence  for  seventeen  years; 
whether  the  Admiralty  will  recommend 
that,  after  such  a  long  period  of  service, 
they  shall  either  receive  a  grant  of  two 
shillings  per  diem,  or  else  give  them 
similar  and  corresponding  rank  and  pay 
as  received  by  the  chief  writers  under 
the  Army  Warrant;  and,  whether  an 
inquiry  will  be  made  into  the  present 
grievances  arising  from  the  system  of 
having  two  classes  of  public  servants, 
rendering    the    same    services    to   the 
Crown,   whose    pay  and  prospects  are 
alleged  to  be  so  unfair  and  dissimilar  ?  . 
The  secretary  to  the  ADMLi 
RALTY   (Mr.    Forwood)   (Lancashire, 
Ormskirk)  (who  replied)  said  :  It  is  not 
the  intention  to  alter  the  position  or  pay 
of  the  Naval  writers,  for  which  position 
there  is  considerable  competition.    They 
are  not  responsible  to  the  Admiralty  for 
the  correct  keeping  of  accounts ;  neither 
are   they  entrusted  with  vast  sums  of 
public  money.      Their  duties   are  not 
identical  with  those  of  the  paymasters — 
the   accountant    officers   of    the  Navy. 
Their   examination,   also,  prior  to    ad- 
mission into  the  Service,  is  of  a  very 
different  order.     The  Admiralty  are  not 
prepared  to  advance  the  pay  of  Naval 
writers,  or  to  considerably  increase  the 
Naval  Estimates  by  making  them  war- 
rant officers,  and  no   inquiry  is  consi- 
dered to  be  necessary  into  their  position. 


ADMIRALTY— CHIEF  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
COASTGUARD  SERVICE. 

Me.  CRILLY  (Mayo,  N.^  asked  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  If  the 
Government  has  any  intention  to  put 
the  Chief  Officers  of  the  Coastguard 
Service,  as  far  as  pay,  emoluments,  &o., 
are  concerned,  on  the  same  level  as 
Warrant  Officers  of  the  Royal  Navy, 
with  whom  they  hold  relative  rank  in 
the  Service  ? 

The  secretary  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Forwood)  (Lancashire, 
Ormskirk)  (who  replied)  said  :  The  rank 
of  warrant  officer  is  attainable  only  by 
service  at  sea  and  in  foreign  climates ; 
and  the  Admiralty  are  not  prepared  to 
extend  the  rank  to  chief  officers  of  the 
Coastguard,  whose  duties  are  performed 
at  home  and  mainly  on  shore. 


ROLLS  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— MB. 
T.  F.  M'CONRY. 

Sm  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Dublin 
Co.,  S.)  asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, If  Mr.  Thomas  Francis  M'Conry 
late  clerk  in  the  Irish  Rolls  Office,  will 
be  allowed  the  full  amount  of  retiring 
pay,  as  laid  down  in  the  letter  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury  to  Lord  O'Hagan, 
dated  17th  February  1872? 

The  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.),  in 
reply,  said,  he  had  referred  to  the 
papers  in  this  case,  and  he  found  that 
Mr.  Thomas  Francis  M'Conry  had  re- 
ceived as  large  an  allowance  on  retire- 
ment as  the  conditions  of  his  former 
employment  permitted,  and  there  was 
no  intention  to  increase  the  allowance. 

CROWN   LAND   REVENUES— WINDSOR 

FOREST  AND  PARK— FOOD 

FOR  GAME. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) 
I  asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
I  Whether  he  is  aware  that  there  is  an 
annual  expenditure  from  the  Revenues 
of  the  Crown  lands  of  a  large  sum  of 
money  for  feeding  game  in  Windsor 
Forest  and  Great  Park,  and  for  the 
salaries  of  gamekeepers;  and,  under 
what  Statute  or  other  authority  the 
Commissioners  make  these  annual  pay- 
ments? 

Thb  secretary  to  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  N.):  Yes, 
Sir ;  I  am  aware  that  there  is  an  annual 
expenditure  from  the  revenues  of  the 
Crown  lands  for  feeding  game  in  Wind- 
sor Forest  and  Great  Park  and  for  the 
salaries  of  gamekeepers.  The  Commis- 
sioners of  Woods  make  those  payments 
in  aciiordance  with  an  arrauKement 
sanctioned  by  the  Treasury,  and  under 
the  powers  of  management  of  the  pos- 
sessions and  land  revenues  of  the  Crown 
vested  in  them  by  the  Act  of  10  Geo.  lY., 
0.  50. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  Is  it  nnder 
the  sanction  of  this  House  ? 

Mb.  JACKSON  :  I  take  it  these  pay- 
ments are  made  under  the  authority  of 
an  Act  of  Parliament. 

Mb.  LABOUCHERE :  No,  no ! 

Mb.  JACKSON :  The  hon.  Member 
perfectly  well  knows  they  are  sanctioned 
yearly  in  the  Estimates. 

Mb.  LABOUCHEBE:  No. 
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POST  OFFICE    (IRELAND)— MAIL  SER- 
VICE TO  KILDYSART,  CO.  CLARE. 

Mr.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.)  asked  the 
Postmaster  General,  If  he  is  aware  that 
a  public  meeting  was  held  lately  at 
Kildypart,  county  Clare,  at  which  the 
following  Eesolutlon  was  passed  unani- 
mously, viz. : — 

"That,  in  consequence  of  the  frreat  incon- 
venience caused  to  the  people  of  Kildysart  by 
the  want  of  proper  mail  service,  we  earnestly 
trust  the  Governiiieiit  will  take  immediate  steps 
to  remedy  such  a  state  of  things,  &c. ;  *' 

if  he  received  a  copy  of  Faid  Resolution; 
if  it  was  stated  at  the  meeting  that  the 
mail  train  carrying  letters  from  Dublin, 
England,  and  elsewhere  arrived  atEnnis 
at  11.80  A.M.;  if  the  mail  car  from 
Ennis  to  Labasheeda,  via  Kildysart, 
starts  from  Ennis  six  hours  before  the 
arrival  of  those  mails,  or  at  4.30  a.m.  ; 
if  thereby  the  letters  are  detained  in 
Ennis  for  sixteen  hours,  and  the  daily 
newspapers  are  not  delivered  in  those 
districts  till  late  the  day  after  publica- 
tion ;  and,  if  the  Postmaster  General 
will  consider  this  case,  and  if  he  will 
make  arrangements  that  the  mail  car 
now  leaving  Ennis  at  4.30  a.m.  will  not 
start  till  11.30  a.m.,  the  hour  at  which 
at  present  the  mail  train  arrives  at 
Ennis? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  Heney  Holland) 
(Hampstead)  (who  replied)  said,  the 
Postmaster  General  had  not  yet  received 
a  copy  of  the  resolution  referred  to. 

THE    MAGISTRACY   (IRELAND)  —  FIN- 

TONA    COURTHOUSE -MR. 

SPROULE,  J.P. 

Mb.  DIXLON  (Mayo,  E.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  his  attention  has 
been  directted  to  the  proceedings  at 
Fintona  Courthoui^e  on  Monday  last ; 
whether  it  is  true  that  two  police  con- 
stables swore  that  Mr.  Sproule,  J.P., 
was  staggering  drunk  on  the  previous 
night;  and,  whether  the  statements 
sworn  to  in  Court  by  Mr.  Sproule  were 
contradicted  on  oath  by  several  respect- 
able witnesses;  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
will  direct  the  attention  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  to  Mr.  Sproule's  conduct,  or 
what  other  course  it  is  intended  to  take 
in  the  matter  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
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versity)  (who  replied)  said  :  I  have  read 
a  Report  of  the  proceedings  at  Fintona 
Courthouse  referred  to  in  the  Question 
of  the  hon.  Member.  One  police  con- 
stable swore  that  Mr.  Sproule,  J.P.,  was 
staggering  drunk,  and  another  made  a 
remark,  but  apparently  not  on  oath,  to 
the  Fame  effect.  Mr.  Sproule's  state- 
ments were  contradicted  on  oath  bj 
respectable  witnesses.  I  have  for- 
WHided  the  Report  furnished  to  me  to 
the  Lord  Chancellor  for  his  considera- 
tion. 


QUEENSLAND— NEWLY-DISCOVERED 
GOLD  FIELD. 

Sib  RICHARD  TEMPLE  (Worcester, 
Evesham)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
^X  the  Colonies,  Whether  information 
has  reached  him  that  a  gold  region  of 
extraordinary  richness  has  been  dis- 
covered near  Etheredge,  on  the  (Hlbert 
River,  North  Queensland  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
E.  Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire,  Horn- 
castle):  The  Etheredge  ^Id  field  in 
Queensland  has  long  been^nown  to  be 
extensive ;  but  no  official  Reports  of  new 
discoveries  of  gold  have  been  received. 
The  field  is  a  long  distance  from  the 
coast. 

THE  MAGISTRACY  (ENGLAND  AND 

WALES)-WORKING  MEN 

MAGISTRATES. 

Mr.  PHILIP  STANHOPE  (Wednea- 
bury)  abked  Mr.  Attorney  General^ 
Whether,  having  regard  to  the  measure 
of  satisfaction  which  has  been  given  to 
the  demands  of  the  working  classes  by 
the  appointment  of  working  men  aa 
magistrates  in  certain  districts  in  Eng- 
land, the  Lord  Chancellor  would  be 
willing  to  issue  a  circular  to  Lord  Lieu- 
tenants of  Counties,  urging  upon  them 
the  desirability,  particularly  in  populous 
districts,  of  making  further  nominations 
of  working  men  to  the  Mag^terial 
Bench  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight) : 
The  Lord  Chancellor  would  not  be 
willing  to  issue  any  such  Circular  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenants  of  counties  as  is 
suggested  in  the  Question.  In  ordioarj 
course,  the  Lord  Lieutenants  recommend 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor  gentlemen  whom 
they  consider  most  suited  in  each  dis- 
trict, having  regard  to  all  the  dimuip 
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stances  of  each  case;  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor  is  not  prepared  to  advise 
them  to  recommend  any  one  class  more 
than  another. 


WATER    SUPPLY    (METROPOLIS)— 
LEGISLATION. 

Mr.  JAMES  EOWLANDS  (Fins- 
bury,  E.)  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  Whether  the  Government 
propose  to  introduce  any  measure  for 
the  relief  of  London  water  consumers 
from  the  charges  laid  upon  them  under 
the  existing  system  ? 

The  CHANCELLORof  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
(Paddington,  8.) :  This  Question  ought 
rather  to  have  been  addressed  to  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  ;  but  as  he  is 
unavoidably  absent,  all  I  can  say  is, 
that  the  matter  has  not  yet  come  directly 
under  the  notice  of  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment. It  is,  undoubtedly,  a  matter 
of  great  importance ;  and  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be  possible  for  the  Government 
to  refrain  for  any  great  length  of  time 
from  considering  it  in  a  practical  man- 
ner. 

SCOTLAND  — THE    CROFTER    COMMIS- 
SIONERS-PUBLIC SITTINGS. 

Mr.  MACDONALD  CAMERON 

(Wick,  &c.)  asked  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  Whether  he  will  inform  the 
House  as  to  the  cause  of  the  delay  in 
the  public  sittings  of  the  Crofter  Com- 
missioners in  admitted  crofting  parishes; 
and,  when  it  is  proposed  that  they 
should  commence  their  public  sittings  ? 
The  SECRETARY  ior  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Manchester,  E.) : 
There  has  been  no  delay  in  the  matter 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member.  The 
Crofters  Act  received  the  Royal  Assent  on 
June  25.  The  Commissioners  shortly  after- 
wards entered  on  their  duties,  and  have 
been  very  actively  engaged  in  inquiring 
as  to  the  parishes  to  which  the  Act  will 
apply,  in  settling  and  printing  the  legal 
forms  of  procedure  and  record  necessary 
for  working  the  Act,  and  in  making  ar- 
rangements with  the  public  Departments 
for  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  Com- 
mission. These  preliminary  matters 
have  now  been  virtually  settled,  and  the 
Commissioners  hope  to  commence  their 
public  sittings  at  Dornoch  in  the  first 
week  in  October. 


POST  OFFICE  (SCOTLAND)-COMMIJNI- 
CATION  BETWEEN  DORNOCH  AND 
BONARBRIDGE. 

Mr.  MACDONALD  CAMERON 
(Wick,  &c.)  asked  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral, Whether  he  will  be  prepared  to  ad- 
vise the  Treasury  authorities  to  consent 
to  the  substitution  of  a  mail  gig  between 
Dornoch  and  Bonarbridge,  provided  the 
inhabitants  of  these  towns  find  a  con- 
tractor who  will  carry  the  mails  and 
parcels  for  the  sum  now  being  paid  to 
the  rural  postmen  and  their  assistants 
at  present  employed  by  the  Post  Office 
between  these  two  towns  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  Henry  Holland) 
(Hampstead)  (who  replied)  said,  if  the 
hon.  Member  would  put  his  proposal  in 
writing  and  send  it  to  the  Postmaster 
General  he  would  carefully  examine  it, 
and  see  if  the  request  could  be  complied 
with. 

SCOTLAND— THE    HEMPRIOa    TRUS- 
TEES, WICK-ENCROACHMENT 
ON  RIGHTS  OF  WAY. 

Mr.  MACDONALD  CAMERON 
(Wick,  &c.)  asked  the  Lord  Advocate, 
Whether  his  attention  has  been  called 
to  an  article  in  The  John  o'  Oroat  Journal 
of  the  8th  instant,  which  complains  that 
the  trustees  of  the  Hemprigg  Estates, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Wick  Lane,  have  in- 
fringed the  immemorial  rights  of  the 
people  of  that  burgh  by  erecting  barbed 
wire  fencing  along  the  river's  bank, 
which  fencing  encroaches  on  the  public 
right  of  way ;  and,  whether  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  will  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  taking  such  act;ion  as  will 
enable  the  people  of  Wick  to  recover 
what  they  regard  as  their  ancient  rights, 
and  further  prevent  the  possibility  of 
encroachments  being  made  by  private 
individuals  upon  the  rights  of  commu- 
nities ? 

The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  H. 
A.  Macdonald)  (Edinburgh  and  St. 
Andrew's  Universities)  :  I  have  not  seen 
the  article  to  which  the  hon.  Member's 
Question  refers.  But,  assuming  the  cor-- 
rectness  of  the  statements  in  the  Queii- 
tion,  they  relate  to  matters  which  can 
only  be  dealt  with  by  the  Civil  Coutt. 
Neither  Her  Majesty's  Government  nor 
the  Crown  Departments  would  have  any 
locu9  itandi  in  proceedings  relating  to  a 
right-of*way  aloDg  a  river  bank,  and 
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any  members  of  the  public  can  compe- 
tently sue  a  proprietor  who  interferes 
with  them  in  their  exercise  of  such  a 
right  where  it  exists. 

FISHERY  BOARD  (SCOTLAND)— PAY 
OF  OFFICERS. 

Mb.  MAODONALD  CAMEEON 
(Wick,  &c.)  asked  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  Whether  it  is  true  that  the 
Scotch  Fishery  officers  memorialised  the 
Fishery  Board  for  an  increase  of  pay  and 
travelling  allowances  in  consequence  of 
greatly  increased  duties;  and,  if  so, 
whether  the  Board  refused  to  entertain 
the  said  Memorial ;  whether,  in  addition, 
a  deputation  of  fishery  officers  was  re- 
ceived by  the  Board,  and  a  promise 
given  them  that  their  grievances  would 
receive  early  attention ;  and,  whether 
the  Fishery  Board  have  taken  any  steps 
for  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of 
the  officers? 

The  SECRETAEY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Manchester,  E.) : 
It  is  quite  true  that  the  officers  mentioned 
by  the  hon.  Member  memorialized  the 
Fishery  Board  for  an  increase  in  their 
pay  and  travelling  allowances.  The 
Board,  after  hearing  the  deputation  which 
waited  upon  them,  went  fully  into  the 
question,  but  as  regards  salaries  did  not 
see  their  way  to  making  any  recommen- 
dation for  the  consideration  of  the  Trea- 
sury. As  regards  the  travelling  allow- 
ances, the  Board  could  not  recommend 
that  any  change  be  made  in  the  rule 
laid  down  by  the  Treasury  that  these 
allowances  were  not  to  be  productive  of 
profit ;  but  if  it  can  be  shown  that  they 
are  productive  of  loss  to  the  officers  the 
matter  will  be  reconsidered. 

BRITISH    NORTH    AMERICAN    PRO- 
VINCES—NEWFOUNDLAND-DIS- 
TRESS IN  LABRADOR. 

Mr.  GEDGE  (Stockport)  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
Whether  he  has  received  any  Eeport 
as  to  the  alleged  wide-spread  distress 
among  the  fishermen  of  Labrador  ? 

The  SECEETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
E.  Staxhope)  (Lincolnshire,  Horncastle): 
I  am  glad  to  say  that  a  telegram  from 
Newfoundland  informs  me  that  the 
Government  of  that  Colony  have  no  Ee- 
poit  of  unusual  distress  in  Labrador  ex- 
cept in  two  places,  where  relief  has  been 
already  sent.  The  fishery,  however,  is 
generally  much  below  the  average.    The 
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Governor,  I  am  sorry  to  add,  anticipates 
widespread  distress  in  Newfoundland 
during  the  winter,  involving  heavy  do- 
mands  for  Gt>vemment  assistance. 

POST  OFFICE  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES) 

—POSTAGE  STAMPS-DISTINCTIVE 

COLOURS. 

Mr.  DLXON-HAETLAND  (Middle- 
sex, Uxbridge)  asked  the  PoBtmaster 
General,  When  the  new  stamps  with  dis- 
tinctive colours  for  the  different  values 
will  be  re-issued  to  the  public  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Eeport  of  the  Departmental 
Committee,  and  which  were  stated  in 
March  last  to  be  then  in  preparation  ? 

The  vice  PEESIDENT  of  tbb 
COUNCIL(Sir  HENRYHoLLAin))(  Hamp- 
stead)  (who  replied)  said :  The  Post- 
master General  is  informed  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  Inland  Eevenue  that  the 
new  postage  stamps  will  be  ready  for 
issue  on  January  1  next. 

FRANCE  AND  MADAGASCAB. 

Mr.  watt  (Glasgow,  Camlaohie) 
asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  If  he  is  aware  as 
to  whether  he  can  give  the  House  any 
information  regarding  the  relations 
at  present  existing  between  Franoe 
and  Madagascar,  owing  to  the  inter- 
ference of  the  French  authorities  there 
in  the  administration  of  the  latter 
country ;  and,  if  he  will  institute  in- 
quiries so  as  to  enable  the  Government, 
if  deemed  advisable,  to  make  representa* 
tions  to  the  French  Government  on  the 
subject? 

The  UN  dee  SEGBETARY  (Sir 
James  Ferousson)  (Manchester,  N.E.) 
The  relations  between  France  and  Mada* 
gascar  are  regulated  by  the  Treaty  of 
February  2  last  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments. So  long  as  the  rights  of  British 
subjects,  as  guaranteed  by  Treaty,  are 
not  interfered  with.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  have  no  ground  for  making 
any  representations. 

WAR  OFFICE-ORDNANCE  DEPART- 
MENT— guarantee  OF  GUNS. 

Colonel  HUG-HES  -  HALLETT 
(Eoch ester)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  What  guarantee,  if  any,  has 
been  usually  given  by  Messieurs  Arm- 
strong aod  Company,  and  by  Messiears 
Whitworth  and  Company,  to  the  Ord- 
nance Department,  in  the  case  of  all 
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guns  which  they  havfl  had  the  order  to 
manufactuTe  ? 

The  secretary  uf  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand,  WeBtminater) : 
Wlien  contracts  are  made  fur  guns  that 
aie  to  be  partly  paid  for  before  they  are 
oompleted  or  proved  a  formal  guarantee 
is  iiBually  executed  under  seal  for  tlie 
ultimate  completion  of  the  guns  ;  but  in 
caws  where  the  contracts  provide  that 
tbe  guna  are  to  be  proved  and  passed 
before  payment  ie  made  no  guarantee  is 

DEFENCE    OP    BRITISH   POSSESSIONS 

AND  COMMERCE   ABKOAD-REPOHT 

OF  THE  KOVAL  COMMISSION. 

Captain  COLOMB  (Tower  Hamlets, 

Bow,  &c.)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 

for  the  Colonies,  Whether  the  Qovern- 

ments  of  the  Colonies  and  Dependencies 

have  been  furnished  with  the  evidence 

taken  and  the  Report  made  by  the  Royal 

Commission  on   the   defence  of  British 

Possessions  and  Commerce  Abroad  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
E.SrANn0PE)(LincolnBhire,  Horncaatle): 
The  evidence  taken  and  the  Beport  made 
by  tbe  Royal  Commisaion  on  the  Defence 
of  British  Posaeaaione  Abroad  has,  in 
accordance  with  the  custom  in  those 
matters,  been  kept  secret ;  but  the  Aus- 
tralasian Colonies  have  been  furnished 
for  their  confidential  use  with  so  much 
of  tbe  Report   as  aSectad  their  inte- 

PUST  OFFICE-TELEGBAPHIC  COMMn- 
NIUATION  BETWEEN  THE  UNITED 
KINGDOM    AND    THE    ADSTRALA. 
SI  AN   COLONIES. 
Captain  COLOMB  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Bow,  &c.)  asked  the  Postmaster  Ooneral, 
How  often  and  in  wbat  periods  during 
the  last  sis  years  has  teleerapbio  com- 
munication  between  tbe  United  King- 
dom and  the  Australasian  Colonies  been 
solely  dependent   upon  telegraph  lines 
through  Russia? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  Hbnbt  Holland) 
(Hempstead)  (who  replied)  said:  lam 
inTormed  that  during  tbe  last  six  years 
on  one  occasion  only— namely,  between 
(be  Tth  and  1 6tli  of  the  present  month — 
has  telegraphic  communication  between 
theUnitedKinedomandtbeAustralaaian 
Colonies  been  dependent  solely  upou  the 
telegraphic  line  through  Russia. 
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RAILWAY  COMPANIES-KETDRN  OF 
RATES. 

Mb.  DIXON-HARTLAND  (Middle- 
sex, Uzbridge)  asked  the  Secretary  to 
tbe  Board  of  Trade,  When  the  Return 
ordered  to  be  made  by  tbe  House  on  the 
1 0th  April  laat,  aa  to  the  charges  made 
by  Railway  Companies  in  the  United 
Kingdom  for  tbe  rates  on  imported  and 
home  produce,  will  be  in  the  hauds  of 
Members  ? 

The  SECRETARY  (Baron  Henbt  Ds 
Worms)  (Liverpool,  East  Toitetb)  :  Tbe 
Return  in  question  is  not  completed,  as 
the  following  Companies  have  not  yet 
replied — the  LondonandNorth  Western, 
the  LoudoD,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast, 
tbe  London,  Cbatbam,  and  Dover,  the 
Great  Eastern,  the  Great  Western,  the 
Great  Northern,  the  Manohester,  Shef- 
field, and  Lincolnshire,  the  South  East- 
ern, the  Caledonian,  and  the  Belfast  and 
Northern  Counties.  All  these  Companies 
state  that  the  Returns  are  in  preparation. 
As  soon  as  they  are  received  tbe  Return 
sball  be  laid  on  tbe  Table. 

PRISONS  (IRELAND)-DEATH   OF 

THOMAS  FITZGEKALD,  A  CONVICrr,  IN 

MODNTJOT  PRISON. 

Mb.  SHEEHAN  (Kerry,  E.)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether  Thomaa 
Fitzgerald,  convicted  at  the  Cork  Assicea 
in  December  1666,  was  found  dead  in 
hia  cell  in  Mountjoy  Prison  on  tbe  13tb 
inst. ;  whether  an  inquest  was  held ; 
and,  if  so,  wbat  verdict  was  given ; 
whether  he  made  any  statement  Portly 
before  bis  death  relative  to  his  guilt  or 
innocence  on  the  charge  for  which  he 
was  convicted  ;  and,  whether  it  was 
notorious  to  tbe  authorities  that  Fitz- 
gerald was  subject  to  epileptic  fita,  and 
if  any  consequent  vigilance  was  ob- 
served in  bis  case  during  his  imprison- 
ment? 

Tbe  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beacu)  (Bristol,  W.) : 
Thomas  Fitzgerald  was  not  found  dead 
in  bis  cell  at  Uouutjoy  Prison.  He  died 
on  the  Gth  instant  of  typhoid  faver  in 
tbe  hospital  ward  of  Maryborough  In- 
valid Prison,  to  wbiob  he  bad  been  re- 
moved in  March  last  with  a  view  to 
special  attention  being  given  him  on 
account  of  epileptic  fits  to  which  he  was 
subject.  An  inqueat  was  held,  and  the 
verdict  WW  that  the  oauoa  of  death  wm 
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typhoid  fever,  the  jury  adding  that  they 
believed  that  he  received  all  the  care 
and  attention  necessary  for  one  in  his 
condition.  He  does  not  appear  to  have 
made  any  statement  as  to  the  charge  on 
which  he  was  convicted. 

ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  ABROAD— 
MR.  MATTHEW  ARNOLD'S  SPECIAL 
REPORT. 

Mr.  PICTON  (Leicester)  asked  the 
Vice  President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council,  Whether  he  has  considered  Mr. 
Matthew  Arnold's  Special  Beport  on 
Elementary  Education  Abroad,  with  a 
view  to  acting  upon  any  of  the  sugges- 
tions contained  therein,  and  particularly 
whether  the  Education  Department  will 
use  its  influence  to  secure  a  graduation 
of  the  number  of  hours  of  schooling  in 
each  week,  in  accordance  with  the  ages 
of  children,  as  described  on  pages  11 
and  13  of  the  Special  Eeport ;  such 
farther  modiflcation  of  payment  by  re- 
sults as  may  be  necessary  to  facilitate 
the  introduction  of  methods  of  teaching 
described  on  page  13  as  ''  more  gradual, 
more  natural,  more  rational,  than'' 
those  of  English  schools ;  the  replace- 
ment of  the  pupil  teacher  system  by 
some  such  method  of  training  teachers 
as  that  described  on  page  16,  in  the  case 
of  Saxony ;  the  abolition  of  school  fees, 
as  suggested  on  page  24 ;  the  organi- 
sation of  secondary  instruction,  as  re- 
commended on  page  25  ? 

Mr.  BAUMANN  (Camberwell,  Peck- 
ham)  asked,  whether  the  attention  of  the 
Vice  President  had  been  called  to  a  re- 
solution passed  by  the  Council  of  the 
Metropolitan  Federation  of  Kadical 
Clubs  calling  upon  persons  who  sent 
their  children  to  board  schools  under  the 
control  of  the  London  School  Board  to 
discontinue  the  payment  of  school  fees 
on  and  after  October  the  4th,  and  also 
to  refuse  to  sign  any  paper  in  reference 
to  school  fees  ;  and  if,  in  the  event  of  a 
strike  against  school  fees,  the  Education 
Department  intended  to  take  any  mea- 
sures to  enforce  the  law? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  (Sir 
Heney  Holland)  (Hampstead)  :  The 
attention  of  the  Department  will,  of 
course,  bo  directed  to  the  suggestions 
contained  in  Mr.  Arnold's  interesting 
Beport ;  but,  pending  the  Beport  of  the 
Boyal  Commission  upon  Elementary 
Education,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
how  far  it  may  bo  desirable  to  carry  any 

Sir  ^lichael  Hickt- Beach 


of  them  into  effect.  I  may,  bowaver, 
add,  as  to  one  part  of  the  Question,  that 
Mr.  Arnold  suggests  the  abolitioa  of 
school  fees  on  political  rather  than  edu- 
cational grounds.  With  reference  to 
the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member  be- 
hind me  (Mr.  Baumann),  I  do  not.  see 
how  it  in  any  way  bears  on  the  Queetion 
upon  the  Paper ;  but  if  the  hon.  Member 
puts  it  down  I  will  answer  it 

LAND   (IRELAXD)— THE  BOARD  OP 
WORKS-LOANS  TO  CERTAIN  TENANTS. 

Mr.  E.  HABBINGTON  (Kerry,  W.^ 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  tbe 
Board  of  Works  in  Ireland  have  refused 
to  sanction  loans  to  improving  tenants 
whose  holdings  may  happen  to  be  on 
estates  which  are  in  Chancery  beoauee 
they  hold  under  nominal  leases,  though 
practically  they  are  tenants  from  year 
to  year  ? 

The  SECBETABY  to  the  TBEA- 
SUBY  (Mr.  Jacksok)  rLeeds,  N.)  (who 
replied)  said,  perhaps  me  hon.  Miember 
would  allow  him  to  answer  the  Question. 
The  Question  appeared  to  refer  to  appli- 
cations for  loans  by  tenants  under  leases 
for  seven  years  pending  proceedings  in 
Chancery.  On  tho  expiration  of  such 
leases  the  tenants  holding  under  them 
had,  the  Board  of  Works  were  advised, 
no  rights,  and  their  interest  in  the  lands 
ceased.  There  was,  therefore,  no  suffi- 
cient security  on  which  to  lend. 

Mr.  E.  HABBINGTON  asked  if  tbe 
hon.  Gentleman  was  informed  that  they 
would  not  be  future  tenants  under  the 
Land  Act  ? 

Mr.  JACKSON:  Perhaps  tbe  hon. 
Member  would  be  good  enough  to  put 
the  Question  down  on  the  Paper. 

MINES  REGULATION  (IRELAND)— IN- 
SPECTION  OF  THE  MONTEEN  COL- 
LIERY, CO.  KILKENNY. 

Mr.  ABTHUB  O'CONNOB  (Done- 
gal,  E.)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  If  it  is  a  fact 
that  no  inspector  has  been  seen  at  the 
Monteen  Collier j,  Castlecomer,  in  coanty 
Kilkenny,  for  fifteen  months;  and,  whe- 
ther he  will  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  as 
to  the  sufficiency  of  the  existing  arrange- 
ments for  the  duty  of  inspection  in  that 
and  neighbouring  collieries  ? 

The  SECBETABY  of  STATE  (Mir. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  £.},  in  vi^^» 
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said,  he  was  informed  that  the  Monteen  The  CHANCELLOR  ofthbEXCHE- 

Colliery     and    other    collieries    in   the  QUER    (Lord    Randolph    Churchill) 

neighbourhood  were  visited  by  the  In-  (Paddington,  S.) :  I  have  to  remind  the 

epector  in  July,   1885.      The  Inspector  hon.   Member  that  the   Commission  to 

had   also   visited   this  district — not  ao-  which  he  alludes  is  appointed  to  inquire 

tually  the  Monteen  Colliery — three  times  into  the  establishments  of  the  Civil  Ser- 

this  year.     Inspections   were  made  in  vice  generally ;  and  obviously  the  class 

this  district  as  frequently  as   in  other  of  servants  he  alludes  to  is  within  the 

parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  they  scope  of  that  Commission, 
coiild  not  be  increased  consistently  with 

existing  arrangements;  but  in  the  case  '^^^  LANDOWNERS    OF    LONDON- 

of  any  complaints  or  confidential  com-  ^  RETURN, 

munication    to  the   Home    Office   spe-  Mr.   SHAW  LEFEVRE  (Bradford, 

cial   inspection   and  inquiry  should  be  Central)  asked    the    President  of   the 

made.  Local  Goyernment  Board,  Whether  the 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  asked  if  Government  will  be  prepared  to  direct 
he  was  to  understand  that  14  or  15  a  Return  to  be  made  of  the  Landowners 
months  was  the  average  period  for  the  of  London,  in  extension  of  the  Return 
inspection  of  collieries  not  only  in  Ire-  of  the  Landowners  of  the  United  King- 
land,  but  also  in  England?  dom  ;  the  Return  to  show  the  names  of 

Mr.  MATTHEWS:   Ordinarily  that  freeholders,  including  ground  landlords, 

is  the  average  time  within  which  inspec-  the  nature  and  present  rateable  value  of 

tion  takes  place  in  each  district ;  but  I  their  properties,  and  where  possible  the 

am  not  able  to  answer  for  each  parti-  amount  of  the  ground  rent  ? 

cular  colliery.  The    PRESIDENT    (Mr.    Ritchie) 

(Tower  Hamlets,   St.  George's) :  I  am 

OWNERS   AND    OCCUPIERS    OF  LAND  ^^^  ^^^^  information  of  a  reliable  kind, 

(ENGLAND  AND  WALES)-INCI-  ^^^^  ^  "  .^f^L''®^  ^^  *^.®  ^»^*  ^^°-  ®®^- 

DENCE  OF  TITHES  tleman,  will  be  very  difficult  to  obtain, 

Tir     t^t:ixtv.\xt /TA     u-  i.    L    ^      i    j  and  will  Certainly  involve  vory  oonsidor- 

Me  KENYON  (Denbigh,  ftc.)  asked  ^^j^  expenditure.   I  will,  however,  cause 

Mr.  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  Whe-  inquiries  to  be  made  on  the  subjeit. 

ther  the  Government  are  willing  to  con-  ^ 

sider  the  present  Law  with  respect  to  CRIME    AND     OUTRAGE    (IRELAND)— 

the  incidence  of  tithes,  with  a  view  to  re-  EUENEWAL  OF  THE  RIOTS  AT 

moving  the  liability  from  the  occupiers  BELFAST 

to  the  owners,  upon  terms  just  to  the  ■»«■„   -i?ti7at>t  /ti  ir    1  xt  \      i_  j  ai. 

paver  and  receiver  ?               ■■  p,¥«-  EWART  (Belfast,  N.    asked  the 

The  CHANCELLOR  OF  THE  EXCHE-  i^QuSn^^of  which*  he  haV   ivru 

/o    ir   Jl        o  ^      TT       t/r  •    X  >     n  bim  private  Notice: — Whether  or  not 

(Faddtngton,  S  ) :    Her  Majesty's  Go-  ^^^  gtatement  in  The  Tme»  this  morning 

vernment  are  fully  sensible  of  tho  great  :.  „™ect   with  resoect  to  an  att^khv 

fu'h^n1r*'*'b^"""T  tf"'''.,**'  >'  a  rioto^sVof onThSaJiB  Stre^^tl^olic^ 

he  hon.  Member  ,•  and  they  w.U  give  Barracks,  Belfast,  last  night,  the  object 

their  attention  to  the  subject  m  the  hope  u^-   «.  x^'    i««              •      ^     '  i***^  t^^/j^^i, 

of  next  Session  being  enabled  to  intro-  S^„*!"^!?l!.  a  prisoner ;  and   whe- 

duce  legislative  chan|es  in  the  direction  J^^'  ^^  ^*"  «"?  *''^  House  any  further 

;.wr«  *  ;i  u    *u    i        \r      u  information  on  the  subject  ? 

mdicated  by  the  hon.  Member.  ^^^  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 

THE  ROYAL  COMMISSION   ON   PUBLIC  Snito^  S  V^^^^^ 

rA'r^.^'pf4n"^^^^  S:1e?tTe"H^^^^^  ^fSot^ioS 
CIALS  OF  CUSTOMS  AND  EXCISE.  that  is  a  Question  of  which  Notice  ought 
Mr.  MATTHEW  KENNY  (Tyrone,  to  be  given. 
Mid)  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, If  he  will  state  whether  the  CHANNEL  FISHERIES -FISHERIES  RB. 
out-door  officials  of  the  Customs  and  GULATION,  1843 -VISIT  OF  FRENCH 
Excise  Departments  will  be  brought  FISHING  SMACKS  TO  GREAT  YAR. 
under  the  scope  of  the  inquiry  of  the  MOUTH. 

Royal  Commission  on  the  Public  De-  Sib    HENEY  TYLER  (Great  Yar- 

partments  ?  mouth)  asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Board 
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of  Trade,  Whether  his  attention  had 
been  called  to  the  fact  that  some  French 
fishing  smacks  had  put  into  Yarmouth 
on  Saturday  last,  aud  disposed  of  their 
fish  there ;  whether  English  smack 
ovners  were  precluded  from  doing  the 
same  thing  in  French  ports  ;  and,  whe- 
ther such  a  state  of  things  was  not  pre- 
judicial to  British  fishing  interests? 

The  SECEETAEY  (Baron  Hbnry 
Db  Wobms)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth), 
in  reply,  said,  that  he  had  only  received 
Notice  of  the  Question  of  his  hon.  Friend 
when  he  reached  the  House.  Telegrams 
in  respect  to  the  subject  had  been  re- 
ceived at  the  Board  of  Trade  on  Satur- 
day night,  and  instructions  were  imme- 
diately sent  to  the  officer  of  the  Depart- 
ment at  Yarmouth  to  hold  an  inquiry 
into  the  matter.  The  Beport  of  that 
officer  had  not  yet  been  received. 

PARLIAMENT— BUSINESS  OF  THE 
EODSE. 

Me.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  asked  the 
noble  Lord  the  Leader  of  the  House 
for  some  information  with  respect 
the  course  the  Govemment  proposed  to 
adopt  on  the  several  stages  of  the  Ap- 
propriation Bill  ? 

Tee  GHANOELLOE  op  tue  EXCHE- 
QTTEB  (Lord  Buidolph  Churchill) 
^addington,  8.) :  We  shall  ask  the 
Houae  to  read  the  Appropriation  Bill  a 
second  time  this  evening,  and  it  will  be 
put  down  as  the  first  Order  for  to- 
morrow. The  third  reading  we  will 
take  onWednesday,  and  that  will  admit 
of  the  Prorogation  taking  place  on 
Friday,  or  at  latest  on  Saturday. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE— A  COURT  OF 
CRIMINAL  APPEAL-LEGISLATION. 
Ma.  SHIRLEY  (Yorkshire,  W.E., 
Doncaeter)  asked  Mr.  Attorney  Qeneral, 
Whether  the  Government  would  consider 
the  advisability  of  bringing  in  a  Bill  to 
establish  a  Court  of  Criminal  Appeal,  so 
that  innocent  persons  might  have  greater 
security  than  at  present? 

Thb  attorney  GENERAL  (Si 
HioiTARD  Whbster)  (Isle  of  Wight) 
The  question  of  the  establishment  of  n 
Court  of  Criminal  Appeal  is  undoubtedly 
one  of  very  great  importance  ;  and  Her 
M^eaty's  Government  will  certainly 
consider  whether  it  will  be  in  their 
power  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  deal  with 
the  matter. 


EVICTIONS  (IREI-ANDj-THE  LATEST 
STATISTICS. 
Mb.  PARNELL  (Cork) :  I  wish,  Sir, 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  a 
Uuestion,  of  which  I  have  given  him 
private  Notice— namely,  Whether  he  can 
^ive  the  House  any  information  with 
regard  to  the  number  of  evictions  which 
have  taken  place  in  Ireland  since  ths 
date  of  the  last  Return— that  is  to  say, 
since  the  30th  of  June,  which  is  the  laat 
Hetum  that  we  have  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
UiCH&EL  Hioeb-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.) : 
I  have  done  my  best  to  obtain  the  in- 
formation which  the  hon.  Member  asks 
for,  although  I  only  received  his  Notice 
at  4  o'clock.  The  figures  which  I  now 
give  are  only  approximate,  and  of  course 
the  Houae  is  aware  that  the  Returns  of 
evictions  include  evictions  for  a  great 
many  causes,  and  in  a  great  many  cases 
besides  those  for  non-payment  of  rent. 
Since  the  30th  of  June  1,037  families, 
including  5,>100  persons,  have  been 
evicted.  Out  of  those  651  families,  in- 
cluding 3,636  persons,  had  been  re- 
admitted as  tenants  or  caretakers.  The 
balance,  therefore,  actually  evicted  is 
357  families,  including  1,675  persons. 

Ma.  PARNELL :  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  tell  me  up  to  what  date  that 
information  comes  F 

Sis  MICHAEL  HI0KS-6EA0H: 
I  believe  it  is  up  to  the  end  of  loot 
week — that  ia  to  say,  practically  np  to 
date. 

ORDERS  OF  TEM  DAT. 

TENANTS'  BELIEF  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

{Mr.  PanuU,  Mr.  SutaH,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  T.  J>. 

O'CoilRDr,  Mr.  Fiitlitnim,  Mr.  JfUmy-) 

[bill  47.]    SECOKD  BBAsnro. 

[riBBT  HIOHT.] 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Ma.  PARNELL  (Cork):  It  has  been 
frequently  stated.  Sir,  that  an  unmis- 
takable mandate  was  conveyed  by  the 
result  of  the  General  Election  against 
the  concession  of  self- government  to 
Ireland.  I  desire  to  take  the  liberty  of 
saying  that,  in  my  judgment,  another 
and  still  more  unmistakable  mandate 
was  also  conveyed  by  the  result  of  the 
General  Election,  and  that  was  a  man- 
date to  the  House  of  Oommoni  that  th^ 
should  show  themselves  equally  williag 
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and  equally  able  to  provide  for  the 
wants  of  Ireland,  and  to  redress  her 
grievances  as  her  own  Parliament  would 
do.  I  cannot  think,  Sir,  that  any  argu- 
ment drawn  from  the  lateness  of  this 
Session — in  view  of  the  fact  that  a  House 
has  been  returned  of  Members  many  of 
whom  are  fresh,  most  of  whom  are 
vigorous  and  young,  and  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  House  has  only  been  met 
together  for  a  short  period  of  six  weeks 
since  its  election — ought  to  cause  the 
House  to  feel  that  it  has  had  too  much 
or  too  hard  work  to  do,  and  is  entitled 
to  a  holiday  immediately,  especially  if  I 
can  substantiate  and  make  good  my  case 
that  a  state  of  urgency  exists  in  Ireland 
with  regard  to  the  relations  between 
the  landlords  and  the  tenants  of  that 
country.  Nothing  was  more  remarkable, 
no  argument  was  stronger  than  those 
arguments  which  were  addressed  to  the 
different  constituencies  by  Members  of 
the  Liberal  Party  who  described  them- 
selves as  Liberal  Unionists,  in  which 
they  affirmed  their  belief  that  England 
was  both  able  and  willing  to  redress 
Irish  grievances  and  to  attend  to  her 
wants.  I  think,  Sir,  I  am  right  in 
calling  upon  Qentlemen  who  used  those 
arguments  to  the  English  constituencies 
now  to  consider]  my  case  ;  and  if  I  am 
able  to  make  a  case  for  immediate  inter- 
ference by  the  Legislature,  then  they 
ought  to  consider  how  far  they  will  be 
justified  in  asking  the  oppressed  and 
impoverished  Irish  tenants  to  wait  for 
fully  five  months  before  even  they  con- 
sider this  question.  My  measure,  Sir, 
is  a  simple  one.  It  consists  of  three 
provisions.  The  first  and  the  most  im- 
portant of  them  undoubtedly  is — be- 
cause it  is  directed  to  the  more  imme- 
diate and  pressing  necessity  of  the  case 
— that  which  provides  that  any  tenant 
of  a  statutory  tenancy  who  has  had  his 
rent  fixed  prior  to  the  last  day  of  the 
year  1884  may  apply  to  the  Land  Com- 
mission to  abate  his  rent,  and  that  the 
Land  Commission  may  abate  the  rent, 
provided  two  requirements  are  satisfied. 
The  first  of  these  requirements  is  that 
the  tenant  shall  show — before  he  is  en- 
titled to  make  the  application,  before 
the  Land  Commission  can  take  any  action 
to  relieve  him — that  he  has  paid  half 
the  rent  ordinarily  payable  in  respect  of 
the  year  1886,  and  half  of  any  antece- 
dent arrears  thereto.  The  second  re- 
quirement necessary  in  order  to  entitle 


the  tenant  to  relief  from  the  Land  Com- 
mission— the  second  imperative  require- 
ment is,  that  he  shall  prove  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Land  Commission  that  he 
is  unable  to  pay  the  remainder  of  his 
rent  without  deprivation — I  observe 
that  in  some  versions  of  the  Bill  which 
have  appeared  in  the  Press  the  word 
*'  depreciation  "  has  been  substituted  for 
"deprivation" — **  of  the  means  neces- 
sary for  the  cultivation  and  stocking " 
of  the  holding.  Then,  if  the  Court,  after 
these  two  requirements  have  been  satis- 
fied, makes  an  abatement,  it  is  to  apply 
to  the  rent  ordinarily  payable  in  the  year 
1886,  as  well  as  to  the  antecedent  arrears, 
and  also  to  the  rent  which  would  ordi- 
narily become  payable  in  the  ensuing 
year — that  is  to  say,  in  1887.  The  second 
main  provision  of  the  Bill  is  one  providing 
for  the  admission  at  once  of  all  lease- 
holders to  the  benefits  of  the  Land  Act 
of  1881 — that  is  to  say,  of  the  rent-fixing 
clauses  of  the  Land  Act  of  1881 — who 
would,  on  the  expiration  of  their  leases, 
be  entitled  to  apply  to  have  their  rents 
fixed.  There  are  certain  exceptions  by 
which  it  is  intended  to  provide  for  the 
cases  of  beneficial  leases  where  valuable 
consideration  has  been  given,  and  also 
to  except  middlemen  from  the  operation 
of  the  Act,  whether  they  desire  or  whe- 
ther they  do  not  desire  to  come  under 
its  operation.  Lastly,  the  exceptions 
contained  in  the  58th  section  of  the 
Land  Act  of  1881  are  re-enacted.  The 
third  and  last  provision  of  this  Bill  is 
that  for  suspending  all  ejectment  pro- 
ceedings— proceedings  for  the  recovery 
of  rent — upon  payment  of  half  the  rent 
and  arrears  due.  This  Bill,  with  the 
exception  of  the  provisions  regarding 
the  admission  of  leaseholders,  is  a  tem- 
porary Bill,  directed  to  provide  against 
a  temporary  emergency.  It  is  intended 
to  meet  the  depreciation  in  prices,  which 
we  undoubtedly  cannot  prove  will  be 
permanent.  We  only  know,  so  far,  that 
this  depreciation  in  prices  began  in 
1885,  and  it  has  gone  on  without  any 
signs  of  recovery — indeed,  showing  signs 
to  the  contrary  from  that  time  until 
now.  We  cannot  prove  that  this  de- 
preciation in  prices  will  be  permanent ; 
but  we  have  reason  to  fear  that  it  will 
be.  As,  however,  we  cannot  prove  the 
permanency  of  this  depreciation,  we 
simply  ask  that  the  House  shall  take 
action  for  the  limit  of  time  which  has 
reference  to  the  rents  due  in  November, 
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and  also  for  the  further  period  which 
must  elapse  before  the  House  can  take 
any  action  on  the  Eeport  of  the  Com- 
mission appointed  by  the  G-ovemment 
for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  this 
matter.  We  abstain  entirely  from  pre- 
judging the  proposals  of  theGoyernment, 
because  we  do  not  suggest  action  beyond 
the  limit  of  time  I  have  mentioned. 
But  we  take  the  fact  of  this  admitted 
depreciation  in  prices  since  the  bulk  of 
the  judicial  rents  were  fixed,  the  damaged 
harvest,  together  with  the  potato  blight 
which  has,  unhappily,  set  in  to  an 
alarming  extent  in  Ireland ;  and  we  pro- 
pose a  remedy  for  this  state  of  affairs 
pending  the  time  that  the  House  will  be 
able  to  take  action  in  the  next  Session 
of  Parliament  on  any  proposals  or  Ke- 
port  that  may  be  submitted  by  the  Koyal 
Commission  appointed  for  that  purpose. 
This  time  cannot  be  until  next  November 
twelvemonth.  Parliament  is  to  adjourn 
now  for  five  months,  and  it  will  not  meet 
again  until,  I  suppose,  the  middle  of 
next  February.  In  the  case  of  the  Land 
Act  of  1881  and  the  Arrears  Act  of  1882 
the  remedial  action  of  those  measures 
did  not  begin  to  come  into  effect  until 
the  Novidmber  following  the  Session  in 
which  they  were  passed — that  is  to  say, 
the  Land  Courts  were  not  at  work  in 
Ireland  until  the  November  of  1881  — 
the  Land  Act  having  occupied  nearly 
half  of  the  ^'ession — and  the  Arrears 
Act  did  not  come  into  operation  until 
the  November  of  1882,  having  been 
passed  in  the  Session  of  that  year. 
Therefore,  unless  the  House  accedes  to 
my  proposals  the  tenants  and  the  land- 
lords in  Ireland  will,  practically  speak- 
ing, be  left  in  statu  quo  until  next  No- 
vember twelvemonth.  Another  twelve 
months'  rent  will  then  become  due,  in 
addition  to  the  six  months'  rent  which 
will  fall  due  in  this  November,  and 
which  we  seek  to  provide  against  by 
this  Bill.  I  take  the  la<)t  day  of  the 
year  I8o4  as  the  date  within  which  the 
tenants  must  have  had  their  rents  fixed 
in  order  to  entitle  them  to  apply  for  an 
abatement,  because  the  fall  in  prices 
commenced  at  the  beginning  of  1885. 
And  although  the  Land  Commission 
does  not  appear  to  commence  to  recog- 
nize that  tail  in  prices  until  the  coiu- 
meucement  of  1886,  and,  justly  speak- 
ing, the  tenants  whoso  rents  were  fixed 
iu  1886  should  also  have  been  admitted 
to  the  benefits  of  this  Bill,  yet  as  those 
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tenants  are  few  in  number,  and  as  the 
date  coincides  with  the  date  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  depression,  I  hawe 
thought  it  better,  and  perhaps  fairer, 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
to  take  that  far  back  date  as  the  date  of 
the  limit.  Now,  it  may  be  objected,  in 
the  first  place,  and  probably  will  be, 
against  my  Bill  that  inability  of  the 
tenants  to  pay  their  rents  will  be  a 
matter  of  exceeding  difficulty  and  most 
tedious  to  ascei-tain.  Now,  Sir,  we  have 
some  experience  to  teach  us  regarding 
this  matter.  It  is  from  the  Arrears  Act 
of  1882  that  this  clause  which  I  am  now 
considering  has  been  very  largely  taken. 
Under  that  Act  inability  to  pay  was  a 
necessary  condition  for  the  action  of  the 
Land  Commission,  precisely  the  same 
body  that  is  chosen  by  this  Bill— 

**  Inability  to  pay  without  loss  of  the  hold- 
ing or  the  means  necessary  for  the  cultivation 
thereof.** 

I  have  substituted  or  adapted  for  those 
words  the  expression — 

**  Inability  to  pay  without  loss  of  his  holding 
or  deprivation  of  the  means  necessary  for  the 
cultivation  and  stocking  thereof.'* 

Now,  in  the  working  of  the  Arrears  Act 
the  Court  of  the  Land  Commission  satis- 
fied itself  within  a  period  of  four  months 
of  the  inability  to  pay  their  rents  of 
nearly  200,000  tenanU.  So  that  it  is 
not  a  question  that  we  can  be  in  any 
doubt  about,  that  this  matter  of  inability 
to  pay  can  be  decided  expeditiously  and 
fairly,  for  its  practicability  has  been 
already  proved  for  us  by  the  working  of 
the  Arrears  Act  of  188i,  an  Act  than 
which  no  measure  ever  passed  by  Par- 
liament for  Ireland  has  ever  prored 
more  satisfactory  to  both  parties.  The 
number  of  tenants  involved  will  not  be 
s  >  great  in  this  case  as  in  the  ease  of 
the  Arrears  Act ;  and  in  all  probability 
before  three  months  have  elap^,  after 
the  Land  Commission  has  completed  the 
necessary  preliminaries,  the  question  of 
the  inability  of  the  tenants  to  pay  will 
be  satisfactorily  decided  without  any 
trouble  or  practical  difficulty.  Then, 
Sir,  we  have  the  further  condition  that 
the  tenant  must  pay  one-half  of  the 
rent  to  the  landlord  or  into  Court  before 
he  is  qualified  to  apply  to  come  within 
the  provisions  of  the  Act.  Now,  that 
condition  is  also  mainly  adapted  or 
copied  from  the  Arrears  Act.  In  that 
case  the  tenant  was  not  required  to  pay 
so  large  a  proportion  of  the  rent  and 
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arrecLra  as  I  am  requiring  him  to  paj 
under  this  Bill.  He  was  only  required 
to  pay  one-third  of  the  rent  and  arrears ; 
the  landlord  had  then  to  give  up  one- 
third,  and  the  State  advanced  the  re- 
maining third.  I  provide  that  the 
tenant  shall  pay  one-half  of  the  rent  and 
arrears — the  State  paying  nothing — and 
then  that  the  Court  shall  estimate  how 
much  of  the  remaining  half  shall  be 
paid  by  the  tenant,  and  how  much  shall 
be  lost  to  the  landlord.  Now,  I  have 
shown  that  in  these  two  main  provisions 
this  Bill  closely  follows  the  Act  in  Ire- 
land which  proved  most  satisfactory  and 
speedy  in  its  working.  The  only  prac- 
tical difference  I  make  is  this — that  the 
State  shall  not  be  a  loser  in  the  trans- 
action. Well,  Sir,  the  clause  regarding 
the  suspensory  proceedings  while  the 
judicial  inquiries  are  proceeding,  which 
will  probably  amount  to  about  two  or 
tliree  months,  is  one  which  is  taken  ver- 
batim from  the  Arrears  Act  of  1882. 
It  is  a  clause  which  worked  very  satis- 
factorily. No  complaint  was  ever  made 
of  it,  and  it  was  found  that  evictions  and 
proceedings  in  ejectment  could  be  stayed 
under  that  clause  without  any  practical 
loss  whatever  to  the  tenant,  and  that  it 
enabled  the  Arrears  Act  and  the  Land 
Act  of  1881  also  to  be  worked  in  a  much 
smoother  way  than  otherwise  would 
have  been  the  case.  It  has  been  argued, 
and  may  be  argued  again,  in  reference 
to  this  Bill  that  the  Civil  Bill  Courts  in 
Ireland  have  already  power  to  grant 
stays  in  the  execution  of  decrees ;  but 
there  is  a  wide  difference  between  the 
power  to  grant  a  stay  in  the  execution 
of  a  decree  and  the  power  to  suspend  or 
postpone  proceedings,  which  was  pro- 
vided by  the  Act  of  1882,  and  also  pro- 
vided by  this  Bill.  In  the  one  case,  the 
case  already  provided  for  by  the  rules 
governing  the  proceedings  of  the  Civil 
Bill  Courts,  the  proceedings  are  not 
suspended  or  postponed  until  after  the 
decree  has  been  granted.  It  is  only,  if 
I  am  correctly  informed,  the  execution 
of  the  decree — that  is  to  say,  the  actual 
ejectment — that  can  be  stayed  by  the 
Court ;  the  Court  has  no  power  to  stay 
the  proceeding*}  themselves.  Such  a 
power  was  found  necessary  in  the  work- 
ing of  the  Arrears  Act.  It  was  agreed 
to  by  all  Parties  in  this  House,  and 
passed  by  the  House  of  Lords  without 
any  objection.  I  do  not  seek  to  push  the 
matter  any  further  than  was  intended  by 


the  Arrears  Aot  of  1882  ;  but  I  claim 
that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  this 
suspensory  power  to  that  extent  should 
be  given  in  the  present  instance.  If 
you  only  go  as  far  as  the  power  which 
already  exists  you  will  have  the  in- 
fliction of  large  and  heavy  costs  upon 
the  small  tenants,  against  whom  pro- 
ceedings are  taken.  These  costs,  in  many 
cases,  amount  to  moret  han  the  entire 
rent.  I  would  say  in  the  case  of  the 
majority  of  the  tenants  against  whom 
action  is  taken  that  the  costs  of  eject- 
ment proceedings  in  the  Civil  Bill  Courts 
amount  to  more  than  the  rent.  They 
amount  to  £2  16«.  for  each  ejectment; 
the  rent  in  the  majority  of  cases  would 
not  probably  amount  to  that  sum — I 
mean  in  the  case  of  the  smaller  holdings, 
which  are  some  400,000  in  number.  It 
is  no  advantage  to  the  unfortunate  ten- 
ant who  is  unable  to  pay  his  rent  to 
have  an  ejectment  decree  taken  against 
him,  and  to  have  his  rent  more  than 
doubled  by  the  costs  of  ejectment  pro- 
ceedings— in  fact,  in  the  case  of  the 
Arrears  Act,  many  tenants  have  had 
decrees  granted  against  them  before 
the  Act  came  into  operation.  In  the 
case  of  some  thousands  of  tenants  in  the 
North  and  West  of  Ireland  the  Arrears 
Act  was  altogether  nugatory  and  use- 
less, because  the  costs  exceeded  the  two 
years'  rent  that  was  got  rid  of  under  the 
Act.  So  that  I  hope  the  Government 
and  the  House  generally  will  admit  that 
if  any  action  is  to  be  taken  at  all  it  will 
have  to  be  an  action  suspending  the  pro- 
ceedings in  ejectment,  and  not  waiting 
until  after  the  ejectment  decrees  have 
been  obtained  and  additional  cost  heaped 
upon  the  tenant.  Now  I  wish  to  say  a 
word  with  regard  to  the  leaseholders. 
It  may  be  said  that  the  provision  with 
regard  to  the  admission  of  leaseholders 
is  out  of  place  here  ;  that,  this  being  a 
temporary  measure,  the  leaseholder 
ought  to  have  no  part  to  it.  I  say  in 
reply  that  the  leaseholders  have  waited 
long  enough,  and  too  long,  and  that  I 
will  be  no  party  to  perpetuate  the  hor- 
rible injustice— an  injustice  which  is 
now,  owing  to  the  depreciation  of  prices, 
becoming  crushing^-caused  by  their  con- 
tinued exclusion  from  the  Aot  of  1880. 
It  is  a  marvel  to  me  how  they  have  con- 
tinued to  exist  during  the  years  since 
1881,  and  to  retain  the  roof  over  their 
heads.  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  large 
number  of  the  outrages  committed  in 
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the  last  few  years,  and  more  espeoially 
during  the  first  year  or  two  after  the 
Land  Act  of  1881  commenced  working, 
were  committed  in  reference  to  rack- 
rented  leaseholders.    These  leaseholders 
are  rack-rented  in  a  way  beyond  the  ordi- 
nary standard  of  rack-renting  in  Ireland. 
They  are,  many  of  them,  paying  50,  60, 
and  70  per  cent  above  the  Poor  Law 
valuation.   In  the  case  of  a  great  many, 
undoubtedly,  arrangements  have  been 
entered  into,  after  long  trouble  and  con- 
tention between  the  landlord  and  the 
tenant,  for  an  abatement  of  rent.     In 
the  case  of  a  good  many  others  they 
still  remain  crushed  under  impossible 
rents ;  and  if  we  do  not  want  to  see  the 
flower  of  the  Irish  tenantry  crushed  out 
of  existence,  then  I  say  something  ought 
to  be  done,  and  very  speedily,  for  them 
to  enable  them  to  have  their  rents  re- 
duced in  the  same   proportion  as  the 
Land  Commission  have  been  reducing 
rents  since  the  commencement  of  this 
year.     Now,  I  have  gone  over  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Bill,  and  I  have  dealt  with 
the  difficulty  which  will  be  raised  about 
the  question  of  inability  to  pay  rent.   It 
will  now  be  necessary  to  say  a  few  words 
with  regard  to  the  question  of  the  fall 
in  prices,  which  is,  of  course,  what  we 
base  our  contention  upon.    Now,  Sir, 
sometimes  it  has  been  denied  that  there 
has  been  any  fall  in  prices  at  all.  Others 
say  that  there  has  been  some  fall  in 
prices,  but  not  so  great  as  alleged  ;  while 
others  again  say — and  this  is  the  most 
preposterous  of  all — that  the  Land  Com- 
mission, in  fixing  the  rents  in  1882, 1883, 
and  1884,  took  into  their  consideration 
the  fall  in  prices  in   1885 — ^that  they 
scented  and  foresaw  the  reduction  which 
came  in  1885,  and  fixed  the  judicial  rents 
so  as  to  allow  for  that  reduction.      I 
think  I  shall  show,  first,  that  the  depre- 
ciation of  prices  has  not  been  exagge- 
rated ;  secondly,  that  the  Land  Commis- 
sion did  not,  in  fixing  rents  in  1882-4, 
take  into  consideration  the  fall  in  prices 
in  1885  and  1886 ;  and,  thirdly,  that  the 
Land  Commission  are  now  taking  cog- 
nizance, for  the  first  time,  of  the  fall  in 
prices  which  began  in  1885  and  has  con- 
tinued steadily  since.   The  fall  has  been 
very  marked  in  the  principal  articles  of 
produce  in  Ireland.     These  articles  are 
butter,   beef,  pork,  mutton,  wool,  two- 
year-old  stock,  and  one-year-old  stock. 
I  find  from  a  Betum  which  has  been 
carefully  compiled  from  prices  given  in 
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Th$  Irish  Farm$Y%^  Oatett$ — and  let  mo 
explain  that  I7ts  Irish  Farmer*^   QmOU 
is  not  a  Nationalist  but  rather  a  land- 
lord's paper — for  each  month  of  the  year 
1885,  that  butter,  which  for  the  six  yean 
ending  in  1884  sold  at  103«.  6c^.  per  owt., 
was  in  1885  sold  at  an  average  prioe  of 
75«.  per  cwt. ,  or  a  fall  of  27  per  cent.  The 
price  of  beef  averaged  in  the  six  years 
67«.  per  cwt. ;  but  in  1885  it  was  56«.  per 
cwt.,  or  a  fall  of  15^  per  cent.    This  is 
one  of  the  articles  which  has  the  least 
to  do  directly  with  the  prosperity  of  the 
Irish  tenants,  for  a  g^eat  number  of  the 
tenants  make  no  beef;  they  sell  their 
cattle  as  young  or  store  stock  to  a  few 
large  graziers  in  Ireland,  or  send  them 
to  English  farmers  who  fatten.    Pork, 
which  was  54«.  Id,  in  the  six  years,  was 
in  1885  down  to  4d«.  6i/.,  or  a  fall  of 
20 '3  per  cent.     Mutton,  which  in  the 
six  years  averaged  79«.  per  cwt.,  was 
down  to  65«.  5(^.,  or  a  fall  of  18-4  per 
cent.   Wool,  which  in  the  former  period 
was  \ld,  per  lb.,  had  fallen  to  %d,^  or  a 
fall  of  27  per  cent.    Two-year-old  stock, 
which  in  the  former  period  were  sold  at 
£12  10«.  per  head,  were  down  to  £10 
per  head,  or  a  fall  of  20  per  cent.    I 
may  state  that,  although  we  have  not 
been  able  to  make  a  Beturn  for  1 886  with 
regard  to  two-year-olds,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  this  class  of    stock  has 
suffered     a    very    large    depreciation. 
["No! "]    It  is  all  very  well  for  the 
hon.   and  gallant  Member   for   North 
Armagh  (Colonel  Saunderson;  to  saj 
<<  No,"  and  shake  his  head;  but  he  will 
not  go  back  and  shake  his  head  at  the 
tenant  farmers  of  Ulster.     Speaking  as 
a  practical  man,  I  say  that  two-year-old 
stock  has  depreciated  since  1895  a  far- 
ther 1 5  to  20  per  cent  at  least.    Nothing 
in  the  fall  of  prices  in  agricnltural  pro« 
duce  is  more  remarkable  or  sudden  than 
the  fall  in  store  stock,  which  the  Irish 
farmers  chiefly  depend  upon  for  the 
payment  of  their  rent  and  their  subsist- 
ence. One-year-old  stock  since  the  close 
of  1884  is  also  down  22  per  cent.     Now, 
Sir,  this  shows  an  average  fall  consider- 
ably above  20  per  cent    in  the    chief 
articles    of    produce    raised    by    Irish 
farmers ;    and    with   the   exception   of 
butter  there   has   been  no  rise  in  any 
of  these  articles  during  the  six  months 
of  this  year.  [An  hon.  Member  :  Wool.] 
It  is  chiefly  foreign,  and  it  has  only  very 
recently  risen.     With  regard  to  batter, 


there  is  a  larger  demand 
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last  few  weeks  because  the  Irish  farmers 
have  no  butter  to  sell.  Let  me  say  that 
owing  to  this  fall  in  prices  the  Land  Act 
of  1^81  has  proved  absolutely  of  no 
benefit  whatever  to  the  Irish  farmer.  I 
say  it  would  have  been  far  better  for  the 
Irish  tenant  farmers  if  the  old  prices 
had  rpmained  as  they  were  prior  to  187h  ; 
and  if  there  had  been  no  Land  Act  the 
Irish  tenant  farmer  would  have  been  at 
the  present  day  in  a  much  better  posi- 
tion than  he  is  now.  There  has  been  a 
fall  since  that  year  in  the  principal  arti- 
cles of  22  per  cent,  and  the  rent  has  been 
reduced  under  the  Land  Act  by  19  per 
cent,  80  that  the  farmer  is  3  per  cent  to 
the  bad ;  and  this  without  taking  into 
account  the  very  considerable  rise  in  the 
price  of  labour  owing  to  the  emigration 
of  a  large  number  of  labouring  men. 
But  the  decisions  of  the  Land  Commis- 
sioners are  a  much  higher  testimony 
than  the  statistics  I  have  quoted,  strong 
as  those  figures  are.  What  do  we  find 
has  been  their  action  during  the  six 
months  of  the  present  year  ?  I  find  that 
a  great  and  startling  reduction  in  the 
rents  has  taken  place  as  compared  with 
the  reductions  made  previously.  I  find 
for  the  months  of  January,  February, 
March,  April,  May,  and  June,  in  1886, 
in  Ulster  the  reductions  have  been  9 
per  cent  below  the  valuation  ;  whereas, 
previous  to  1885,  in  Ulster  the  reduc- 
tions only  averaged  4-2  per  cent  below 
the  valuation.  There  is  a  much  larger 
difference,  however,  in  the  other  Pro- 
vinces. In  Leinster  the  reductions  this 
year  have  averaged  18  per  cent  below 
the  Poor  Law  valuation  as  compared 
with  the  previous  reductions  of  15*3  per 
cent  above  the  valuation,  or  a  difference 
of  <'53  per  cent  in  the  judicial  rents  fixed 
before  the  fall  in  prices  and  those  fixed 
since.  In  Connaught  the  reductions  in 
the  judicial  rents  averaged  7  per  cent 
below  the  valuation  for  the  six  months 
this  year,  as  compared  with  13*2  per 
cent  above  the  valuation  for  the  years 
previous  to  this,  or  a  difference  of  20*2 
per  cent.  In  Munster,  where  the 
reductions  prior  to  1885  were  25*8 
per  cent  over  the  valuation,  we  find 
that  it  is  now  1*4  per  cent  above,  or  a 
difference  of  24*4  per  cent,  as  com- 
pared with  the  rents  previous  to  the 
depreciation  in  prices.  Well,  Sir,  that 
is  a  very  important  piece  of  testimony, 
and  I  shall  be  very  curious  to  hear  the 
reply  from   the   Government  Benches. 

VOL.  CCCIX.      [third  series.] 


The  average  redaotion  all  over  Ireland 
below  the  Poor  Law  valuation  is  9-5  per 
cent  for  the  six  months.  The  average 
reduction  in  the  year,  as  compared  with 
the  rents  reduced  previously,  is  IH  per 
cent.  Then,  again,  the  amount  of  re- 
ductions is  larger.  Not  only  is  the  rela- 
tive standard  of  the  rents  smaller,  but 
the  amount  of  the  reductions,  as  com- 
pared with  the  original  or  former  rents, 
is  much  larger  than  it  was  in  the  pre- 
vious years.  Up  to  August,  1885,  the 
reductions  averaged  19*4  per  cent  of  the 
old  or  former  rent.  In  the  first  six 
months  of  this  year  the  reductions 
averaged  28  per  cent  of  the  former  rent. 
It  is  a  common  saying  with  regard  to 
Irish  landlords  that  it  is  necessary  for 
Parliament,  over  and  over  again,  to  in- 
terfere to  compel  them  to  do  that  un- 
willingly which  the  English  landlords 
do  willingly.  We  have  information 
with  regard  to  the  reductions  which 
have  been  going  on  upon  many  estates 
in  England.  An  hon.  Member  for  one 
of  the  Home  Counties  gave  it  as  his  in- 
formation the  other  day  in  the  course  of 
debate  that  many  English  landlords  find 
it  very  difficult  to  get  any  rent  for  their 
land  at  all,  and  that  very  large  reduc- 
tions have  been  made.  Some  recent  re- 
ductions have  been  recorded  in  The  Land 
AgenVs  Record.  On  the  estates  of  Lord 
Lonsdale,  in  Westmoreland  and  Cum^ 
berland,  the  reductions  have  been  20 
per  cent.  On  Lord  Zetland's  estates 
they  have  been  20  per  cent  on  the  half- 
year.  On  the  estates  of  the  Duke  of 
Sutherland,  in  Scotland,  they  have  been 
40  per  cent.  The  tenants  of  Lord  Fitz- 
hardinge,  in  G-loueestershire,  have  re- 
ceived a  permanent  reduction  of  20  per 
cent ;  Mr.  Wise,  of  Leamington,  has  al- 
lowed a  reduction  of  25  per  cent ;  and 
Dr.  Morrison,  of  Yorkshire,  has  reduced 
his  rents,  based  on  the  current  rates  of 
1884,  by  50  per  cent.  I  believe  I  may 
call  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  as  a  witness,  because  he 
has  abated  40  per  cent  of  the  rent  due 
from  his  tenants.  Some  of  the  Irish 
landlords  are  doing  the  same  thing  as 
the  English  landlords.  Let  me  give  an 
example.  Earl  Fitzwilliam  has  given  a 
reduction  to  his  tenants  for  the  present 
year  of  50  per  cent  on  the  old  rent. 
Wicklow  is  one  of  the  better-off  counties 
of  Ireland,  and  Lord  Fitzwilliam's  are 
not  among  the  worst- off  tenants  in  the 
county.     Yet  his  Lordship  has  recog- 
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nized  the  pressure  of  the  timei  and  has 
giyen  directions  that  50  per  cent  of  the 
rent  is  to  be  returned  to  his  tenants. 
This  is  on  a  large  estate,  and  on  the 
large  estates,  according  to  the  evidence 
of  Sir  Eichard  Grifl&ths,  the  rents  average 
only  about  the  Poor  Law  valuation  ;  con- 
sequently, the  reduction  given  by  Earl 
Fitz  william  to  all  his  tenants  alike,  includ- 
ing leaseholders,  will  come  much  under 
the  Poor  Law  valuation.     The  Eeturn  of 
evictions  up  to  the  last  day  of  June  has 
not  been  issued  to  Members,  although 
it  has  been  presented ;  but  we  have  just 
received  from  the  Chief  Secretary  infor- 
mation which  comes  down  to  the  end  of 
last  week.     It  has  been   argued  that, 
because  there  was  a  diminution  in  the 
number  of  evictions  in  the  last  quarter 
of  last  year  and  the  first  quarter  of  this 
year,  there  is  therefore  no  immediate 
necessity  for  the  action  of  Parliament ; 
that  the  landlords  are  not  evicting  their 
tenants  in  Ireland,  and  that  there  can- 
not be  any  pressure  now.    We  have  had 
experience  to   show  us  that  whenever 
there  have  been  seasons  of  depression  in 
Ireland,  and  whenever  there  have  been 
starvation,  distress,  and  inability  to  pay 
rent,  evictions  have  mounted  up.     We 
have    evidence,  on    the  contrary,  that 
whenever  tenants  have  been  fairly  well 
able  to   pay  rent  evictions  have  been 
very  few..  In  1849,  the  season  following 
the  terrible  famine  of  1846-7-8,  there 
were  evicted  16,686  families  and  90,000 
persons;    in  1850,  another   bad    year, 
there  were  evicted  19,000  families  and 
104,000  persons;  in  1851,  13,000  fami- 
lies  and  68,000  persons.    Thus,  in  those 
three  years,  there  were  evicted  50,000 
families  and  252,000  persons.     Let  me 
compare  with  that   period    some   good 
years.     In  the  11  years  from  1865  to 
1875    the   average    annual  number  of 
evictions  was  only  629.    If  I  come  down 
to  a  more  recent  period  of  distress,  and 
in  some  places  of  famine — for  instance, 
1880 — I  find  that  the  number  rose  to 
2,102    families,  or  10,000  persons;    in 
1881,    the   year  before   the  Land   Act 
came  into  operation,  to  3,415  families, 
or   17,000  persons;    in    1883,  to  3,643 
families  ana  17,000  persons ;  in  1884  to 
4,000  families  and  20,000  persons.     It 
will  be  argued,  by  some  at  least,  that  as 
the  figures  were  not  maintained  in  the 
last  quarter  of  1K85  and  the  first  quarter 
of  this  year,  there  is  no  pressing  neces- 
sity for  the  Bill,  because  there  is  no 

Mr.  Pamell 


likelihood  of  numerous  eyictions.     Mj 
contention  is,  and  it  is  a  just  one,  that 
the  comparatively  small  number  of  erio- 
tions  in  the  end  of  1885  and  the  com- 
mencement of  1886  was  not  due  to  the 
fact  that  there  was  no  distress  and  in- 
ability to  pay  rent,  but  was  due  to  two 
distinct  causes.     One  cause  of  the  re- 
duced number  of  evictions  in  the  last 
quarter  of  1885  was  that  Lord  Camarron 
addressed  a  public  appeal  to  the  Irish 
landlords   to   refrain  from  evictioiiy  to 
meet  their  tenants  half-way,  and  to  be 
very  cautious  how  they  used  the  terrible 
penalty  of  eviction.     The  other  cause 
which  had  a  bearing  upon  the  number 
of  evictions  in  the  first  quarter  of  1886 
was  the  fact  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  senior  Member  for  Newcastle 
(Mr.  John  Morley)  was  Chief  Secretary 
to   the  Lord   Lieutenant,   and  by  bis 
speeches  and  declarations  in  this  House 
distinctly  discouraged  evictions.    There 
was  also  the  reason  that  matters  were  in 
suspense ;  the  landlords  were  waiting  to 
see  what  offer    the  Government  were 
going  to  make  them,  and  they  were  con- 
sequently indisposed  to  press  their  claims 
to  the  utmost  extremity  until  they  saw 
what  their  future  permanent   position 
was  likely  to  be.    These  two  causes  are 
no  longer  determining  factors  in  the 
situation.     Lord  Carnarvon  has  ceased 
to  be  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  has  been 
replaced  by  a  Nobleman  of  whom  littie 
is  known  except  what  is  bad ;  the  senior 
Member  for  Newcastle  has  ceased  to  be 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  and  he  has 
been  succeeded  by  a  rieht  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  has  announcea  that  he  is  going 
to  leave  the  unfortunate  tenants  to  their 
fate,  and  that  any  loss  must  fall,  not  on 
the  landlords,  but  rather  on  the  State. 
That  these  causes  hare  ceased  to  be  de- 
termining factors  is  proved  by  the  sta- 
tistics coming  down  to  the  SOth  of  June, 
but  not  yet  published ;  and  also  by  the 
further  information  the  Chief  Secietanr 
had  just  given  as  to  the  evictions  which 
have  taken  place  since  the  end  of  Jnne. 
They  disclose  a  very  alarming  state  of 
things.     In  the  quarter  ending  March, 
when  the  right  hon.  Member  for  New- 
castle was  Chief  Secretary,  there  were 
only  698  evictions  of  families,  compris- 
ing 3,477  persons.     In  the  quarter  end- 
ing June,  when  the  fate  of  the  Home 
Eule  Bill  and  the  Land  Bill  was  abso- 
lutely certain,  the  evictions  mounted  up 
to  1,309  families — as  nearly  as  possible 
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double.     In  the  two  months  and  a  week 
which  have  elapsed  since  June  30, 1  find 
there  have  been  1,037  families  evicted, 
or  5,311  persons.      These    figures    are 
very  alarming.     They  show  that  laud- 
lords  have  commenced  to  evict,  and  that 
probably    1,500     families    have     been 
evicted  in  the  current  quarter.     If  the 
rate  of  increase  continue,  the  evictions 
will  probably  reach  2,000  in  the  next 
quarter.     That  will  be  higher,  I  think, 
than  in  any  quarter  during  the  last  20 
years — higher  than   any  quarter   since 
1851.     The    highest   average   in    1884, 
which   was   the   worst    year  since   the 
passing  of  the  Land  Act,  did  not  come 
up  to  the  average  which  will  be  shown 
by  the  quarter  ending  the  present  year. 
These  Eviction  Returns  are  very  instruc- 
tive reading.  We  have  heard  something 
of  the   relation   between  outrages  and 
evictions.     In  Munster,  in  the  quarter 
ending  June  last,  there  were  428  evic- 
tions, and  of  these   187,  or  nearly  one- 
half,  were  in  the  county  of  Kerry.     I 
ask  whether  these  evictions  do  not  par- 
tially  explain    the    disturbed   state  to 
which  that  county  has  been   reduced  ? 
As  compared  with  the  whole  Province  of 
Munster   the  evictions  in   Kerry  were 
more  than  one-half,  as  compared  with 
Connaught  they  were  nearly  one-half, 
and   they  largely  exceeded   the   whole 
number  in  Leinster.  If  the  Government 
sent  down  a  Land  Commissioner  to  Kerry 
armed  with  the  powers  provided  by  this 
Bill,  so  that  the  tenants,  upon  payment 
of  half  the  rent,  would  be  secured  from 
eviction,  they  would  have  done  more  far 
the  peace  of  Kerry  than  all  the  General 
Bullers  that  could  be  sent  down.     Some 
attempt  will  be  made  to  show  that  half 
the  evicted  tenants  are,  as   a  general 
rule,    admitted    as    caretakers.      Now, 
among  all  the  Returns  granted  by  Par- 
liament relating  to  Irish  affairs  we  have 
never  had  a  Return  informing  us  what 
becomes  of  the  caretakers,     bome  hon. 
Gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  who  de- 
sire to  take  a  roseate  view,  say  that  they 
are   almost    universally   readmitted    as 
tenants.     I  have  great  reason  to  doubt 
the  accuracy  of  that  statement;  but  even 
if  it  is  accurate,  they  are  not  admitted 
as  tenants  under  the  Act  of  1881.    They 
are  admitted  with  the  provisions  in  their 
favour  in  that  Act  broken,  destroyed, 
and  taken  away.      ['*No!**]      Unless 
the  tenant  redeems  within  six  months 
after  his  eviction  he  forfeits  his  rights 


and  sinks  to  the  etatus  of  ''  a  future  ten- 
ant," which  only  carries  with  it  the  right 
to  sell  his  miserable  holding  if  he  can 
get  a  person  to  buy  it,  so  that  only  a 
small  number  of  the  evicted  tenants  find 
themselves  with  the  rights  which  the 
Act  of  1881  conferred  upon  them.     But 
we  have  reason  to  believe  that  a  large 
number  are  never  readmitted  as  tenants. 
They  drift  away  by  degrees.     Being  as 
caretakers  deprived  of  the  right  of  culti- 
vating their  holding^,  they  are  compelled 
to  resort  to  the  towns,  where  they  try 
to  set  up  a  little  trade  or  small  business, 
if  they  have  means  or  skill,  or  they  sink 
to  the  level  of  a  day  labourer.     No- 
thing is  more  piteous  than  to  trace  the 
history  of  an  evicted  tenant.     He  sinks 
from   a   position  of   prosperity  to  the 
statiM  of   a  caretaker.     If  he  fails  to 
redeem  within  the  prescribed  time  he 
can  only  be  admitted  as  ''  a  future  ten- 
ant," and  if  not  admitted  by  the  grace 
of  his  landlord  he  must  go,  as  I  have 
said,  to  a  neighbouring  town,  and  be- 
come a  small  tradesman,  and  thus  you 
see  in  the  Irish  towns  a  great  many  men 
who  themselves  as  well  as  their  fathers 
before  them   paid   large  rents  broken 
down  and  destroyed  owing  to  the  re- 
fusal of  the  Legislature  to  provide  for 
seasons  of  temporary  but  severe  distress 
and  pressure.     I  think  I  have  gone  in 
anticipation  through  the  principid  argu- 
ments which  will  be  used  against  this 
measure.    It  is  a  measure  essential  in 
the  present  condition  of  the  Irish  ten- 
ants.    It  does   not    go  as  far  as  the 
Arrears  Act  of  1882,  which  compelled 
the  tenant  to  pay  only  a  third  of  the 
rent  and  arrears.     It  compels  him  to 
pay  half  the  rent  before  he  can  have 
recourse  to  the  relief  provided  by  the 
Courts  of  Law.     It  compels  him  also  to 
prove  his  incapacity  to  pay  the  balance 
of  his  rent  in  the  same  way  as  the  ten- 
ant was  compelled  to  do  by  the  Arrears 
Act  of  1882.     In  fact,  it  is  an  almost 
exact  copy  of  that  Act,  and  it  is  a  mea- 
sure which  I  recommend,  from  my  know- 
ledge of  the  situation  of  Ireland,  as  one 
well  calculated  to  pull  matters  smoothly 
through  during  the  coming  winter  and 
during  the  interval  which  must  elapse 
before  this  House  can  turn  its  attention 
to   the  settlement  of    this  great  Irish 
Land  Question.     I  have  the  utmost  con- 
fidence, if  Parliament  adopts  this  mea- 
sure, that  it  will  be  richly  rewarded  by 
I  the  result,  and  that  it  will  be  better  for 
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the  landlords  themselyes.    I  believe  that 
a  ^eat  many  of  them  will  ^ye  this  re- 
ductioa ;  but  there  will  be  a  minority, 
whether  large  or  small,  as  there  always 
has   been  from  one  cause  or  another, 
disposed  to  exact  the  last  shilling,  the 
last  pound  of  flesh.    It  is  against  this 
minority  that  Parliament  will  have  to 
provide,  as  it  had  to  do  before  in  1870 
.and   1881.     Not  that  the  majority  of 
Irish  landlords  are  necessarily  just,  for 
the  Act  of  1881  showed  that  there  were 
among  them  almost  as  few  just  men  as 
there  were  in  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  for 
in  almost  every  case  where  the  conditions 
of  holdings  were  brought  under  the  no- 
tice of  the  Land  Commission  a  reduction 
was  given.    In  almost  every  case,  there- 
fore,  where  the  proceedings    of   Irish 
landlords  formed  the  subject  of  the  deli- 
beration of  the  Land  Courts  these  land- 
lords were  deemed  to  have  been  exacting 
for  many  years  unfair  and  even  exorbi- 
tant rents.    I  think  we  have  a  right  to 
say  that  the  Irish  tenants  shall  not  be 
left  defenceless  and  at  the  mercy  of  the 
landlords    during    the    coming  winter. 
The  history  of  Irish  landlords  is  a  his- 
tory of  which  they  cannot  be  proud. 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  conduct  of  this 
class  in  dealing  with  the  Land  Question, 
you  possibly  might  have  conciliated  the 
Irish  people  to  your  rule.     These  men 
whom  you  have  put  in  as  stewards  have 
been  false  to    their    trust,   and    have 
oppressed,  ill-treated,   and  rack-rented 
their  tenants.    Theirs  is  not  a  history 
where  the  question  is  to  go  by  default 
in  their  favour.    If  it  is  to  go  by  de- 
fault it  ought  to  go  against  them.     The 
House  would  do  well — and  I  earnestly 
entreat  the  House — before  leaving  for 
its  holidays  to  consider  this  question, 
and  to  see  whether  they  cannot  further 
this  Bill  as  a  stay  upon  the  troublesome 
times  which  otherwise  are  sure  to  come 
in  Ireland.     I  do  not  wish  to  enlarge 
upon  that  side  of  the  question.     It  is  an 
argument  which  in  many  respects  is  not 
a   worthy  one.     I  prefer  to   base  my 
claim  on  the  case  I  think  I  have  made 
out — that  there  has  been  a  large  depre- 
ciation in  the  prices  of  agricultural  pro- 
duce ;  that  this  depreciation  has  been  so 
great  that  many  tenants  will  be  unable 
during  the  coming  winter  to  pay  their 
full  rents ;  that  you  have  in  Ireland  a 
Land  Commission  well  qualified  to  in- 
vestigate this  question,  which  can  adju- 
dicate upon  each  of  these  cases ;  at  all 
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events,  it  can  decide  on  them  temporarily 
and  for  the  next  year,  and  durinff  toe 
time  that  must  elapse  before  your  Iiaad 
Commission  and  Parliament  can  g^t  to 
work.  I  have  the  utmost  confidence 
that  the  justice  of  Parliament  and  of 
this  country  will  not  permit  this  Bill  to 
be  lost ;  but  that  this  House  wQl,  as  I 
now  ask  it  to  do,  read  this  Bill  a  aeoond 
time. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
^*  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 

time."— (ifr.  Pamell) 

Mr.  PENEOSE  FITZGERALD 
(Cambridge),  in  rising  to  move,  as  aa 
Amendment,  that — 

"  In  the  opinion  of  this  Hoiise,  it  is  inexpe- 
dient at  the  present  time  tc  make  any  fnrtlier 
alteration  in  the  Irish  Land  Laws," 

said,  that  the  task  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell)  had  set  him- 
self was  not  an  easy  one,  and  he  felt  he 
should  find  it  very  difficult  to  follow  the 
hon.  Member  accurately  through  the 
figures  he  had  given  to  the  House.-  He 
had  set  himself  to  prove  that  the  value 
of  agricultural  produce  in  Ireland  had 
gone  down  so  much  since  the  Commis- 
sioners under  the  last  Act  settled  the 
rents,  that  it  was  impossible  for  the 
Irish  tenants  to  pay  the  jndioial  rents, 
reduced  as  they  were  at  that  time  on  an 
average  of  from  19  to  23  per  cent. 
Secondly,  the  hon.  Member  felt  it  his 
duty  to  explain  to  the  House  that,  at 
the  present  moment,  there  was  no  other 
legal  means  except  the  proposed  Bill 
by  which  a  tenant  in  Ireland  could  i^et 
any  further  reduction  of  his  rent.  He, 
however,  did  not  think  that  had  been 
proved.  At  present,  if  tenant  and  land- 
lord agreed,  say,  to  20  years'  purchase 
of  a  holding,  it  was  perfectly  competent 
for  the  tenant,  on  making  that  agree- 
ment with  his  landlord,  to  receive  an 
immediate  reduction  of  something  like 
20  per  cent  on  his  judicicd  rent.  There- 
fore, there  was  now  in  existence  means 
by  which  tenants  could  get  an  almost  im- 
mediate reduction  in  their  judicial  rents. 
There  was  another  point,  the  most  im- 
portant of  all.  Before  bein?  convinced 
by  the  argument  of  the  hon.  Member  he 
would  like  to  have  it  distinctly  shown 
that  there  was  any  means  which  the  hon. 
Member  had  discovered  by  which  the 
Land  Commissioners  could  disting^sh 
between  those  tenants  who  could  not 
and  those  tenants  who  would  not  pay 
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their  rents?  That  was  the  strongest 
and  most  important  point  that  all  land- 
lords had  to  deal  with,  and  it  was  one 
that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  Com- 
missioners to  decide  justly.  With  re- 
gard to  Clause  2  of  the  hon.  Member's 
Bill,  which  dealt  with  leaseholders,  it 
was  necessary  that  it  should  be  proved 
to  the  House  that  leaseholders  were  in 
such  a  position  that  there  could  be  no 
postponing  of  the  consideration  of  an 
alteration  of  the  Bill  of  1881.  He  did 
not  think  that  they  were  in  such  a  posi- 
tion. He  might,  perhaps,  say  that  when 
the  Royal  Commission  which  was  about 
to  be  appointed  had  made  its  examina- 
tion and  had  presented  its  Report,  he 
certainly  should  not  be  prepared  to  pre- 
vent leaseholders  being  admitted  to  the 
Act  if  the  Commission  recommended 
their  admission.  Hon.  Members  oppo-  ] 
site  knew  that  all  along  he  had  felt  very 
grave  doubts  whether  it  was  at  the 
present  time,  and  after  the  Act  of  1881 
had  been  passed,  just  to  exclude  lease- 
holders from  that  Act.  By  that  Act,  in 
his  opinion,  one  injustice  had  been  com- 
mitted, and  now  they  were  bound  to 
commit  a  second  in  order  to  prevent  a 
third.  With  regard  to  the  3rd  clause  of 
the  hon.  Member's  Bill,  he  must  use  the 
same  sentence  as  he  had  used  with  re- 
spect to  the  first.  How  could  the  Com- 
missioners in  Ireland  find  out,  after  what 
had  happened  in  the  last  seven  or  eight 
years,  the  ditfereuce  between  inability 
to  pay  and  the  determination  not  to  pay, 
because  the  latter  had  been  ordered  ? 
That  was  the  one  reason,  and  the 
strongest  and  the  sufficient  reason,  for 
the  House  to  reject  the  Bill.  It  was,  he 
coutended,  absolutely  impossible  that 
any  Commissioners  could  ascertain  which 
were  the  tenants  who  could  not  pay  and 
which  were  the  tenants  who  would  not 
pay.  Then,  again,  he  did  not  think 
that  it  had  been  proved  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  House  that  all  landlords 
were  about  to  evict  suddenly,  harshly, 
and  unjustly.  The  difficulty  which  land- 
lords had  experienced  of  getting  new 
tenants  for  their  land,  and  the  difficulty 
of  working  their  land  themselves  under 
existing  circumstances,  had  been  such 
that  very  few  landlords,  and  certainly 
not  those  who  came  under  the  head  of 
good  landlords  of  the  old  class,  would 
be  at  all  inclined  to  evict  during  the 
coming  winter  if  their  tenants  could 
make  a  return  equivalent  to  something 


like  that  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork  had  proposed.  As  to  the  process 
by  which  the  Commissioners  had  based 
their  reduction  of  rents,  and  which  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cork  asked  the  House 
to  go  into  now,  he  might  say  that,  in 
1885,  both  the  yield  and  the  price  of 
agricultural  goods  in  Ireland  settled  the 
rents  which  were  paid.  In  the  autumn 
of  1885  and  in  the  spring  of  1886  the 
rents  were  determined  both  by  the  yield 
and  the  price  of  agricultural  commo- 
dities in  1 885.  The  cereals  of  1 886  were 
as  yet  in  the  field,  and  they  did  not 
exactly  know  what  the  yield  was,  nor 
could  they  exactly  predict  what  the 
price  would  be.  He  would  ask  the 
House,  therefore,  whether  it  was  suffi- 
ciently satisfied  in  this  matter  that  the 
case  was  so  dangerous  a  one  or  so  urgent 
and  pressing  that  there  should  be  at  once 
anticipatory  legislation  with  regard  to 
the  yield  and  the  price  of  the  agri- 
cultural commodities  of  1886  in  the 
autumn  ?  It  was  very  much  more  diffi- 
cult to  get  at  the  price  of  cattle.  He 
begged  that  hon.  Members  would  not 
think  that  he  denied  that  there  had  been 
a  fall  in  the  price  of  cattle.  He  was  not 
such  a  fool  as  to  deny  that,  because  he 
knew  very  well  that  there  had  been  a 
fall.  But  he  maintained  that  cattle  fat 
and  fit  for  the  butcher  had  not  fallen 
in  price,  but  had  fetched  a  fair  price. 
Stores  had  fallen  to  a  certain  extent, 
and  indeed  considerably  during  the  last 
year ;  but  there  was  already  a  rise  at  the 
present  moment.  Half-starved  stores 
had  certainly  fallen  considerably, 
and  had  been  almost  unsaleable 
in  1885.  But  it  thould  be  remem- 
bered that  in  1885  there  was  a  very 
trying  and  a  very  severe  and  hard 
winter  in  England,  and  when  there  were 
no  roots,  no  turnips,  and  no  hay,  or 
very  little,  in  England,  the  price  of  stocks 
of  all  sorts  feU  in  Ireland  rapidly. 
Therefore,  in  1885,  when  there  were  uo 
roots  and  no  hay  in  England,  they  had 
a  direct  reason  why  stock  fell  in  Ireland 
as  it  did  fall.  This  year  there  were 
abundant  crops  of  turnips  and  man- 
golds in  England,  and  hay  was  cheap 
and  plentiful.  This  was  fdso  the  case 
in  Ireland.  It  would  be  necessary, 
therefore,  for  those  farmers  in  England 
who  wanted  to  fill  their  yards  with 
stock,  to  come  to  Ireland  and  buy  two- 
year-olds  and  three-year-olds  in  the 
autumn.    Hence  he  &A,  not  think  thai 
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in  Ireland  there  would  be  anything  like 
that  pressure  which  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cork  looked  forward  to  during  the 
coming  winter.     He  was  very  glad  to 
hear  what  had  been  said  about  the  re- 
ductions by  landlords  in  England ;  but 
he  would  point  out  that  in  England  the 
lands  which  had  suffered  most  were  as  a 
general  rule  the  heavy  clay  wheat-grow- 
ing lands.     The  yield  and  the  price  of 
wheat   from  such    lands    had  suffered 
most.     There  were   2,500,000  acres  of 
land  under  wheat  in  England,  and  only 
70,000  statute  acres  under  wheat  in  Ire- 
land, which  showed  that  the  great  de- 
pression in  this  country  had  been  pro- 
duced by  wheat,  which  had  compara- 
tively very  little  to  do  with  the  position 
of  agriculture  in  Ireland.     Barley  had 
maintained  during  the  past  two  years 
an  average  price.     Oats   also   had  re- 
mained very  much  the  same  during  the 
last  two  or  three  years,  and  wool  in 
Ireland  had  decidedly  gone  up  in  value. 
As  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  had  used 
The  Irish  Farmers^  Oautte  as  a  means  of 
persuading  the  House  to  pass  his  Bill, 
he  would  read  to  the  House  what  the 
commissioner  of  that  Gazette  had  stated 
with  regard  to  the  prospects  of  the  crops. 
Of  59  reports  on  the  wheat   crops,  he 
said  that  37  were  average,  16  were  over 
average,  and  six  under.     Of  58  reports 
on  the  barley  crop,  30  were  given  as 
average,  19  as  over,  and  nine  as  under. 
With  regard  to  oats,  there  were  92  re- 
ports,  and  42  were  average,   40  were 
over,  and  10  under.     Of  flax  there  were 
28  reports,  of  which  12  were  average, 
nine  were  over,  and  seven  were  under. 
Of  91  potato  reports,  53  were  average, 
34  were  over,  and  four  under.     Of  92 
turnip  reports,  34  were  average,  40  were 
over,   and   18  were  under.     Of  87  re- 
ports dealing  with  mangolds,  47  were 
average,  29  were  over,  and  11  under. 
Of  meadow,  that  was,  the  hay  crop,  as 
regarded    quantity,     27    reports    were 
average,  61  over,  and  only  three  under. 
Grass  and  pasture  land  seemed  equally 
plentiful,  53  reports  being  average,  52 
over,  and  four  under.    The  Irish  Farmers^ 
Gazette  went  on  to  say — 

**  Cereals  and  roots  are  a  good  average  and 
hay  and  grass  abundant.  The  potato  disease 
is  reported  from  various  localities.  Four  and 
five  years  ago  there  were  large  importations  of 
champions  and  magnum  bonums,  and  nearly 
everyone  in  Ireland  had  a  complete  change  of 
seed.  The  consequence  was  we  had  scarcely 
any  disease  in  the  country  the  two  following 
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seasons.  But  we  and  others  warned  &rmeri 
that  these  new  varieties  (for  as  regards  genenl 
cultivation  in  this  country  even  Uie  champioa 
was  new)  would  not  long  remain  impregnmUA 
to  the  attacks  of  the  potato  disease,  but  if 
grown  year  after  year  were  sure  to  fall  a  prer 
to  it.  The  turnip  crop  is  g^ood  and  keep  of  aU 
kinds  abundant,  the  one  general  complaiiit 
being  that  it  has  been  very  difficult  to  save  old 
meadow  hay  on  account  of  the  recent  wet 
weather.  Now,  the  wet  weather  did  not  be|^ 
till  the  middle  of  July ;  and  patting  ande 
corcas  land,  which  is  quite  exceptional  and,  aa 
far  as  we  know,  confined  to  one  locality,  that  is 
surely  late  enough  for  the  general  run  of 
meadows  to  be  saved." 

This  was  a  report  of  the  prospects  of 
this  autumn,  drawn  from  the  same 
source  as  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  kad 
drawn  some  of  his  statements.  Now, 
with  regard  to  the  prices  in  1885 — he 
had  no  authentic  Return  of  the  prices  in 
the  present  year — ^he  would  compare 
them  with  the  prices  in  Ireland  in  1852, 
which,  was  the  year  of  Griffith's  valua* 
tion.  In  1852  wheat  per  112  lbs.  was 
at  7s,  6d.y  and  the  average  price  in  1885 
was  Ss,  5d,  Oats  in  1852  were  4«.  IM., 
and  the  average  price  in  1885  was  8t. 
Barley  in  1852  was  5s.  Sd.^  and  tke 
average  price  in  1885  was  7s.  bd.  Flax 
in  1852  was  49a.,  and  the  average  price 
in  1885  was  b5s.  Butter  in  1852  was 
65a.  4f/.,  and  the  average  in  1885  was 
95«.  Beef  in  1852  was  Zbs.  6d.,  and 
the  average  price  in  1885  was  55«. 
Mutton  in  1852  was  41«.,  and  the 
average  in  1 885  was  569.  Pork  in  1 852 
was  32«.,  and  in  1885  the  average  was 
46«.  6d.  Milch  cows  in  1852  were  from 
£8  to  £14,  and  in  1885  from  £11  to 
£20.  Twoyear-old  cattle  in  1852  were 
from  £4  to  £8  10a.,  and  in  1885  from 
£7  to  £13.  One-year^ld  cattle  in  1852 
were  from  £2  10a.  to  £5  10a.,  and  in 
1885  from  £4  to  £8  10a.  Lambs  in 
1852  were  from  18a.  to  26a.,  and  in  1885 
from  18a.  to  50a.  He  wished  to  point 
out  the  extraordinary  and  increasing 
divergence  between  the  top  and  bottom 
figures ;  and  he  submitted  that  the  Be- 
tums  showed  that  if  good  farming  and 
strict  attention  to  business  paid  well 
20  years  ag^,  it  paid  nearly  twice  as 
well  now.  In  every  commodity  it  was 
the  worst  sorts  that  foreign  competition 
told  most  heavily  against ;  but  against 
any  competition  our  best  produce,  he 
believed,  could  hold  its  own.  He  would 
now  consider  the  aspect  that  was  ^ven 
to  the  case  by  the  Returns  of  the  joint* 
stock  and  savings  banks.    In  1876** 
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very  good  year — the  amount  in  the 
savings  banks,  which  were  used  by  the 
smaller  tenants  and  the  shopkeepers,  was 
£3,100,000  ;  in  1885  it  was  £4,200,000. 
Since  1881  the  advance  in  the  amount 
paid  into  these  banks  had  been  con- 
tinuous, although  the  population  had 
been  decreasing.  The  figures  in  the  case 
of  the  joint-stock  banks,  which  were  used 
by  the  larger  tenants  and  some  of  the 
landlords,  had  also  shown  acontinuousup- 
ward  tendency,  except  in  the  years  1879 
and  1880,  when  then  there  was  a  de- 
cided check,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the 
difficulty  of  collecting  any  rent  in  those 
years.  In  1840  the  sum  deposited  in 
the  joint-stock  banks  was  £6,000,000  ; 
in  1849,  £7,500,000;  and  in  1885, 
nearly  £29,000,000.  Now,  it  was,  no 
doubt,  impossible  for  poor  tenants  to 
pay  two  rents.  The  difficulty  which 
faced  them  was  that  two  bodies  were 
endeavouring  to  get  rent  from  them — 
the  landlords  on  the  one  side  and  the 
Land  League  on  the  other.  Since  the 
foundation  of  the  League,  in  1879, 
the  receipt  of  £360,714  had  been 
acknowledged  in  the  public  Press  by 
the  treasurer.  He  would  not  take  any 
of  the  romantic  sums  which  were  said 
to  go  into  the  fortunate  pockets  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite ;  but  he  was  merely 
taking  what  was  acknowledged  by  the 
treasurer  during  those  years ;  and  this 
showed  that  subscriptions  were  flowing 
into  the  coffers  of  the  League  at  the 
rate  of  £52,000  a-year.  [Several  Home 
Rule  Members:  Does  that  come  from 
Ireland  ?]  The  House  was  once  more 
asked  to  make  it  impossible  for  land- 
lords  to  collect  their  rents  ;  but  no  pro- 
posal was  made  to  make  it  impossible 
for  the  Land  League  to  collect  theirs 
They  had  often  heard  that  to  be  skinned 
was  nothing  to  eels  when  they  were 
used  to  it;  but  he  did  not  think  that 
the  wildest  naturalist  ever  expected  the 
eels  themselves  to  aid  the  operation. 
He  thought  this  double  rent  was  one  of 
the  reasons  which  made  it  impossible 
for  the  tenants  to  meet  their  proper 
obligations.  It  was  curious  that  the 
amount  spent  upon  alcoholic  liquors  in 
Ireland  in  1885  exceeded  the  amount 
spent  in  1884  by  £341,000;  and  that 
was  about  the  sum  by  which  the  rents 
of  the  landlords  were  reduced  through 
the  operation  of  the  Land  Act.  While 
hon.  Members  below  the  Gangway 
opposite   were  trying  to  persuade   the 


House  that  it  was  impossible  for  tenants 
to  pay  the  judicial  rents,  many  tenants 
were  doing  their  best  to  show  that  this 
was  not  the  case,  because  they  were  ready 
to  pay  very  high  sums  for  tenant  right 
— in  other  words,  they  were  ready  to 
pay  large  sums  as  a  preliminary  to  the 
payment  of  the  very  rents  which  were 
said  to  be  too  high.  He  saw  in  the  Bill 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  the  same 
dangers  as  were  contained  in  the  mea- 
sure of  1881.  That  Act  allowed  the 
tenant  to  sell  a  tenant  right  which  he 
might  not  have  bought,  and  tenants  who 
had  only  acquired  possession  of  their 
holdings  a  year  before  the  Bill  was 
passed,  and  who  had  paid  nothing  for 
tenant  right,  were  treated  with  the  same 
generosity  as  was  extended  to  tenants 
who  had  been  rooted  to  the  soil  for  cen- 
turies. If  the  Bill  before  the  House 
were  passed  it  would  be  proved  that 
there  could  be  no  hope  of  finality  in 
legislation  with  reference  to  Irish  land. 
He  objected  to  the  measure  on  that 
ground,  and  also  because  it  would  de- 
spoil a  class  of  men  from  whom  the 
Judicial  Commissioners  had  already 
taken  half  their  incomes.  By  the 
operation  of  this  Bill  it  was  hoped  to 
take  the  remaining  half  from  them. 
But  the  House  could  not  keep  on  halving 
the  incomes  of  the  landlords  for  ever. 
An  end  must  come  very  soon  if  such 
measures  as  this  were  to  be  passed  by  the 
House  of  Commons.  It  was  important 
to  bear  in  mind  that  the  class  whom  the 
Bill  attacked  was  the  class  whom  hon. 
Members  opposite  had  persistently  held 
up  to  obloquy  in  Ireland,  and  threat- 
ened with  extermination.  The  House 
knew  that  the  sentence  of  extermina- 
tion had  been  pronounced,  and  it 
was  for  Parliament  to  say  whether 
it  would  assist  or  prevent  its  execu- 
tion. There  was  an  easier  and 
readier  way  to  exterminate  landlords 
than  shooting  them,  which  was  a  process 
not  unattended  with  danger.  They 
could  be  ruined  by  Act  of  Parliament. 
If  such  legislation  as  was  now  proposed 
were  favoured,  in  a  very  short  time  few 
landlords  would  be  out  of  the  work- 
house. The  crime  of  the  landlords  in 
the  eyes  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite — 
the  crime  for  which  they  were  to  be 
punished  with  bankruptcy — was  a  poli- 
tical crime ;  it  consisted  in  this,  that  they 
did  not  agree  with  the  majority  of  the 
Irish  Bepresentatives  as  to  the  ezpe- 
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diency  of  the  policy  of  separation  from 
England.  If  he  thought  in  his  heart 
that  it  would  be  better  for  the  happiness 
and  prosperity  and  comfort  of  Ireland  to 
be  separated  from  England,  he  should 
sit  upon  the  Bench  opposite,  and  vote  for 
such  a  policy.  But  lie  did  not  in  bis 
soul  think  that  Ireland  would  be  more 
happy,  prosperous,  or  contented  if  sepa- 
rated from  England,  and  he,  therefore, 
refused  to  be  coerced  by  any  means 
which  hon.  Members  opposite  could  de- 
vise into  supporting  pDposals  which 
must  be  injurious  to  the  interests  of 
that  country.  This  Bill  would  prejudge 
the  most  important  question  that  was  to 
be  left  to  the  Royal  Commission  about 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Government.  In 
1885,  before  the  very  grave  necessity 
which  was  now  said  to  exist  for  the  re- 
duction of  rents  arose,  in  numberless 
cases  tenants,  headed  by  the  president 
and  secretary  of  the  Land  League,  went 
to  the  landlords  and  demanded  a  reduc- 
tion of  from  20  to  30  per  cent.  If  this 
Bill  were  passed,  there  would  be  pre- 
sented to  the  tenants  in  Ireland  one  rea- 
son why  they  should  pay  more  attention 
to  violence  and  agitation  than  to  good 
farming,  thrift,  and  industry.  God  knew 
they  had  had  enough  of  that  sort  of 
encouragement  already,  and  he  implored 
the  House  not  again  to  tempt  the  tenants 
by  showing  them  that  they  had  more  to 
gain  by  combined  agitation  and  violence 
than  by  industry,  honesty,  and  farmyard 
manure.  Another  reason  for  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  Bill  was  that  it  proposed  to 
benefit  one  class  only  ;  but  at  the  present 
time  poverty  rested  on  the  shoulders  of 
all  classes  in  Ireland,  and  this  Bill  held 
out  no  hope  to  anybody  but  the  tenant 
actually  in  possession  of  his  farm.  He 
would  like  to  point  out  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  framed  the  last  Land 
Act  that  he  himself  had  said,  after  tho 
Devon  and  Bessborough  Commissions, 
that  the  landlords  of  Ireland  had  been 
tried  and  found  not  guilty,  and,  further, 
that  they  could  not  be  called  upcm  to 
make  any  further  sacrifice.  Two  Com- 
missions, then,  had  sat — like  Court  Mar- 
tials — to  consider  the  conduct  of  the  land- 
lords, and  by  both  of  them  the  land- 
lords had  been  acquitted.  If  this  Bill 
were  pas-ted  it  would  go  forth  as  the 
opinion  of  the  House  of  Commons  that 
the  landlords  of  Ireland  were  not  going 
to  make  any  reductions  in  their  rents  in 
the  present  bad  times.     That  he  denied. 
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Numerous  landlords  had  already  made 
large  reductions  beyond  the  judicial 
rents,  and  he  believed  that  many  more 
would  have  been  prepared  to  do  so  had 
it  not  been  for  this  Bill.  He  could  not 
look  upon  this  Bill  without  suspioioii 
considering  the  quarter  from  which  it 
had  come.  The  same  hand  that  issued  the 
'*  No-Eent"  manifesto  had  drawn  up  this 
Bill.  The  ' '  No-Rent "  manifesto  urged 
the  tenants  to  pay  no  reot  at  all,  and  he 
very  much  feared  that  this  Bill  would 
have  the  same  meaning  in  Ireland. 
Everyone  knew  of  the  pressure  that  had 
been  brought  to  bear  on  the  tenants  to 
make  them  obey  the  laws  of  the  Land 
League.  He  believed  that  every  single 
outrage  and  murder  that  had  taken  place 
in  Ireland  had  been  the  carrying  out  of 
a  sentence.  It  was  to  be  noticed  that  it 
was  not  so  much  the  police  or  the  Sheriffs 
or  the  landlords  who  had  been  murdered, 
but  the  tenants  themselves ;  and  the  rea- 
son for  their  murder  had  been  disobe- 
dience to  the  laws  laid  down  for  their 
guidance  by  the  Land  League.  Every 
additional  murder  and  outrage  that  took 
place  showed  how  difficult  it  was  to  tear 
the  tenants  of  Ireland  from  their  alle- 
giance to  the  laws  of  the  Bealm,  and  to 
enforce  the  laws  of  the  League.  The 
one  test  in  Ireland  by  which  they  were 
able  to  find  out  the  difference  between 
the  cants  and  the  wonts  was  the  test  of 
the  Sheriff  and  the  writ.  This  Bill,  he 
contended,  if  passed  into  law,  would 
operate  as  a  postponement  of  the  one 
real  and  only  solution  of  the  Irish  Land 
Question.  Landlordism  was  dead.  The 
last  Land  Act  killed  it.  The  fee  simple 
had  been  taken  from  the  landlords,  but 
it  had  not  been  given  to  the  tenants,  and 
property  in  land  was  still  divided.  There 
was  but  one  solution  of  the  question. 
You  could  not  cut  the  living  child  in  two. 
The  tiller  of  the  soil  must  be  the  owner 
of  the  8oil>  and  until  a  peasant  proprie- 
tary was  established  in  Ireland  he  saw 
no  way  out  of  the  difficulty  in  Ireland. 
He  did  not  think  he  had  anything  more 
to  say  in  regard  to  the  Bill  before  the 
House ;  but  if  he  were  in  Order  in  so 
doing  he  would  like  to  make  one  remark 
with  regard  to  the  Eoyal  Commission 
the  Government  were  about  to  appoint^ 
and  that  was  that  he  hoped  that  that 
Commission  would  have  instructions  to 
inquire  fully  and  thoroughly  into  every- 
thing that  could  be  brought  before  it  as 
a  grievance  by  Irishmen.    He  did  not 
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believe  in  the  necessity  for  this  Bill,  and 
he  asked  the  House  to  look  upon  it  with 
grave  suspicion,  to  view  it  as  a  postpone- 
ment of  the  final  settlement  of  the  Irish 
Land  Question,  and  not  to  give  it  a 
second  reading.  He  begged  to  move 
the  Amendment  of  which  he  had  given 
Notice. 

Mr.  C.  lewis  (Londonderry),  in 
seconding  the  Amendment,  said,  that  he 
thought  it  was  not  unfitting  that  a  Mem- 
ber for  an  Ulftter  constituency  should  do 
BO  when  it  was  considered  that  nearly 
one-half  of  the  statutory  rents  settled  in 
Ireland  had  been  in  respect  of  holdings 
in  Ulster.  Up  to  1885  out  of  172,000 
applications  for  judicial  rents  82,000 
came  from  Ulster  alone.  lu  reality  this 
relief  would  affect  a  very  small  propor- 
tion of  the  tenants  of  Ireland.  There 
were  565,000  agricultural  tenancies,  and 
the  number  of  statut'>ry  tenancies  created 
up  to  the  end  of  1884  was  156,000,  so 
that8-llths  of  the  agricultural  tenants 
of  Ireland  were  outside  the  operation  of 
this  Bill.  That  fact  could  only  lead  to 
a  new  grievance  and  agitation.  But  if 
this  Bill  was  necessary  for  the  protection 
of  the  impoverished  statutory  tenants 
who  suffered  under  judicial  rents,  how 
was  it  that  the  tenants  not  under  judi- 
cial rents  required  no  such  protection  ? 
The  Bill  actually  started  by  making  a 
gross  and  miserable  inequality  between 
the  two  classes  of  tenants  in  Ireland  by 
leaving  the  bulk  of  them  outside  the 
Bill.  Then  there  was  an  important  con- 
sideration relating  to  the  morality  of  the 
proposal  contained  in  the  Bill.  Of  the 
156,000  statutory  tenancies,  79,000  were 
cases  in  which  the  rent  had  been 
judicially  fixed  by  the  Commissioners, 
while  in  the  remaining  77,000  the  rent 
fixed  was  mutually  arranged  between 
the  landlord  and  tenant,  and  then  rati- 
fied by  the  Land  Commissioners.  It 
thus  appeared  that  in  nearly  half  the 
cases  to  which  tliis  Bill  would  apply  the 
landlord  and  tenant  had  come  together 
and  amicably  fixed  the  rent.  Was  Par- 
liament to  treat  those  agreements  as  if 
tliey  were  unilateral,  binding  the  land- 
lord while  they  did  not  bind  the  tenant  ? 
The  landlord  and  tenant  agreed  as  to  the 
rent  after  a  full  consideration  of  the  prices 
and  all  the  circumstances,  and  was  the 
tenant  to  be  allowed  to  escape  from  this 
agreement,  in  consideration  for  which 
the  landlord  had  renounced  certain  rights 
which  as  a  landlord  he  formerly  pos-  ' 


sessed  ?  It  would  be  utterly  impossible 
to  keep  up  a  system  of  morality  in  com- 
mercial transactions  if  the  tenants  were 
to  be  allowed  to  break  engagements  thus 
solemnly  entered  into.  But  what  evi- 
dence had  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork 
given  of  any  necessity  for  this  Bill? 
Not  only  had  he  not  proved  any  case, 
but  he  had  not  attempted  to  prove  any. 
Figures  had  been  quoted  as  to  the  fall 
of  prices ;  but  he  did  not  know  whether 
the  House  noticed  that  one  cereal — that 
of  oats — which  was  really  the  most 
largely  cultivated  in  Ireland  had  never 
been  mentioned,  though  reference  was 
made  to  the  fall  in  the  price  of  wheat.  But 
while  68,000  acres  were  last  year  under 
wheat,  there  were  1,350,000  under  oats, 
and  in  the  price  of  oats  there  had  been 
a  decided  rise.  A  great  deal  was  said 
about  the  price  of  milch  cows,  and  two- 
year- old  stock,  and  one-year-old  stocki 
and  store  stock  ;  but  how  did  this  afEect 
the  small  tenants  of  three  or  four  acres  ? 
They  had  a  patch  of  oats  and  of  potatoes, 
a  pig  or  two,  and  plenty  of  chickens,  but 
no  cattle,  and  this  class  of  tenants  were 
quite  unaffected  by  the  fall  in  the  prices 
of  stock.  He  firmly  believed  that  the 
Commission  which  he  was  glad  to  find 
the  Government  intended  to  appoint 
would  find  that  the  alleged  fall  in  prioes 
was  a  bogus  fall.  Hon.  Members  would 
receive  very  valuable  information  as  to 
the  resources  of  the  Irish  tenants  upon 
perusing  the  agricultual  returns  for  this 
year.  He  would,  with  the  permission  of 
the  House,  compare  the  condition  of 
things  now  with  that  of  1883,  as  in  that 
year  by  far  the  largest  proportion  of  the 
judicial  rents  were  fixed.  The  statistics 
were  very  simple,  but  still  very  pregnant 
evidence  against  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork.  The  number  of  horses  and  mules 
in  Ireland  rose  from  561,000  in  1883  to 
578,000,  showing  this  year  an  increase  of 
17,000.  Asses — and  a  good  many  were 
found  on  the  small  farms — rose  from 
189,000  in  1883  to  196,000  this  year,  an 
increase  of  7,000.  Cattle  rose  from 
4,096,000  to  4,184,000,  an  increase  of 
90,000;  sheep,  from  3,219,000  to 
3,367,000,  an  increase  of  147,000.  Pigs 
decreased  from  1,340,000  to  1,262,000. 
Goats  rose  from  2,063,000  to  2,066,000; 
and  poultry  increased  from  13,362,000 
to  13,910,000,  or  nearly  500,000  of  an 
increase.  If  the  Irish  tenant  had  been 
in  the  direst  distress,  what  would  one 
naturally  expect?    Why,  that  his  pig 
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would  go,  and  his  cattle  would  go,  and 
his  goats  and  his  sheep  would  go. 
Again,  if  the  Irish  tenant  had  of  late 
years  been  going  irretrievably  to  the  bad, 
surely  there  would  be  less  land  in  culti- 
vation. But  what  was  the  fact?  In 
1883  there  were  4,957,000  acres  of  land 
in  cultivc^tion,  as  against  5,033,848  in 
1886.  The  facts  relating  to  the  sale  of 
tenent  right  were  also  very  interesting. 
He  had  secured  from  land  agents  in  the 
County  Derry  certain  figures  with  regard 
to  sales  of  tenant  right  actually  effected 
during  the  last  12  months.  The  returns 
were  at  the  service  of  any  hon.  Gentle- 
man. He  found  that  in  one  case  a  farm 
of  43  acres,  at  a  rent  of  £20  10*., 
was  sold  within  the  last  three  weeks 
for  £420,  or  21  years'  purchase.  In 
another  a  farm  of  69  acres,  at  a  rent 
of  £25  8«.,  was  sold  for  £385,  or  15 
years'  purchase;  a  farm  of  29  acres, 
rent  £10,  fetched  £230,  or  23  years* 
purchase ;  a  farm  of  52  acres,  rent  £39, 
fetched  £530  ;  a  farm  of  70  acres,  rent 
£83,  fetched  £507,  or  six  years*  pur- 
chase. He  entreated  the  House  to  take 
notice  of  the  next  two  cases,  which  were 
very  remarkable  and  related  to  a  class 
of  farms  quite  unknown  in  this  country 
— namely,  farms  with  a  rent  of  from 
£3  to  £5  a-year.  The  first  was  a  farm 
of  24  acres,  with  a  rent  of  £2  18«.  9i., 
for  the  tenant  right  of  which  £100  had 
been  paid ;  the  next  was  a  farm  of  38 
acres,  at  a  rent  of  £4  da,  6c?.,  and  in  that 
instance  the  tenant  right  fetched  £164  ; 
in.  both  of  those  cases  the  price  given 
was  equal  to  31  years*  purchase.  Fur- 
ther, a  farm  of  four  acres,  rent  £  1  48.  6d., 
fetched  £20,  or  10  years*  purchase  ;  a 
farm  of  17  acres,  rent  £4,  fetched  £50, 
or  12}  years*  purchase.  He  had  taken 
the  trouble  to  inquire  whether  the  sug- 
gestion made  in  the  debate  on  the  reply 
to  the  Address  from  the  Throne  was 
correct,  that  the  persons  who  purchased 
those  tenant  rights  were  what  might  be 
called  American  returned  Irish  idiots, 
who  bought  them  merely  for  the  sake  of 
becoming  the  ow^ners  of  a  piece  of  their 
native  soil,  and  threw  their  dollars  on 
the  auctioneer's  table  as  if  they  did  not 
care  what  they  paid.  He  was  in  a  posi- 
tion to  state  that  the  purchasers  in  the 
cases  he  had  mentioned  were,  for  the 
most  part,  neighbouring  farmers,  who 
had  long  been  farming  in  the  county 
of  Derry,  and  were  consequently  tho- 
roughly acquainted   with  the   value  of 
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the  property  they  were  baying.  It  miffiii 
be  said  that  he  had  given  only  a  few 
instances ;  but  they  were  all  within  the 
last  12  months,  and  were  mostly  within 
the  present  year,  and  were,  many  of 
them,  in  August  last.  These  were  mat- 
ters which  were  well  known  in  Ulster. 
They  had  been  repeated  ad  nauteum 
in  the  local  Press.  The  real  facts  of 
the  value  of  property  in  Ireland  were 
kept  back  from  the  people  of  England ; 
but  they  were  very  much  at  variance 
with  the  state  of  affairs  which  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  alleged  to  exist  in  Ire- 
land. In  the  face  of  that  conflict  of 
testimony  he  thought  the  Government 
had  taken  the  only  course  which,  as  a 
Government,  and  as  business  men,  they 
could  have  taken,  and  had  determined 
to  test  the  statements  on  the  spot  and 
not  allow  the  country  and  the  House  to 
be  deceived,  or  allow  contracts  to  be 
departed  from  which  ought  to  be 
honourably  fulfilled.  He  reminded  the 
late  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  of  a 
case  to  which  he  had  called  his  atten- 
tion when  the  late  Government  were  in 
Office.  It  was  the  case  of  a  man  on 
Lord  Kingston's  estate,  who  had  gone 
to  the  agent  to  pay  his  rent,  but  when 
there,  the  local  priest  had  addressed  the 
tenants,  urging  them  not  to  pay  their 
rents.  The  tenant,  therefore,  although 
he  had  brought  his  rent  with  him,  in- 
stead of  paying  it,  went  off  on  a  drunken 
orgie,  and,  having  been  arrested  by  the 
police,  a  bank  deposit  receipt  for  £200 
was  found  in  his  pocket.  These  facts  were 
contained  in  the  answer  given  to  him 
in  that  House  last  March,  and  hon. 
Members  could  see  it  recorded  in  Man" 
sard.  He  mentioned  that  case,  because 
the  Land  League  were  telling  the  ten- 
ants that  they  should  all  of  them  make 
an  offer  of  a  certain  percentage  only  of 
tlieir  rents  to  the  landlords — those  who 
could  pay  and  those  who  could  not, 
without  distinction — and  they  were  to 
be  subjected  to  all  sorts  of  disagreeable 
consequences  if  they  dared  to  pay  more 
even  under  process  of  law.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers must  have  been  struck  with  sur- 
prise at  the  number  of  testimonials  that 
were  being  promoted  in  Ireland  at 
the  present  time,  notwithstanding  the 
pinched  condition  of  the  poor  tenants. 
Indeed,  what  might  be  called  a  testi- 
monial fever  had  broken  out  amonv 
the  poor  farmers  of  Ireland.  He  had 
taken   up  a  single  number  of    UniUi 
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Ireland,  and  found  there  accounts  of  the 
progress    of    testimonials    to    patriots, 
which  were  being  subscribed  by  those 
tenants  who  had  been  by  stress  of  cir- 
cumstances rendered  unable  to  pay  their 
rents.     There  was  the  **  Sexton  Testi- 
monial Fund,'*  which  appeared  to  have 
been    handed    about   for    signature    at 
several     National     League     meetings, 
with  exhortations    from   the   president 
that    they    were    to    be    liberal    with 
their  subscriptions.    Yet  the  House  and 
the  country  were  told  that  these  poor 
tenants  could  not  aflPord  to  pay  £l  or 
£2  of  their  rents.     Then  there  was  the 
**  Lynden  Testimonial.**  That  gentleman 
was,  he  believed,  a  Provincial  patriot, 
who    was   well   known   in   the   County 
Kerry.     Then  there  was  the  **  Hold  en 
Testimonial.  *  *  Those  were '  *  dark  horses,  *  * 
in  the  sporting  sense,  because  they  were 
not  told  what  those  gentlemen  had  done. 
It  was  considered  to  be  quite  sufl&cient  to 
be  told  by  the  president  that  they  were 
worthy  subjects  for  the  patriotic  contri- 
butions of  poor  tenants  unable  to  pay 
their  rents.     Then  there  was  the  '*  Wil- 
liam O'Brien  Testimonial  Fund,**  and 
the  **Thomastown  Brass  Band  Fund,** 
Well,  there  was  indeed  a  great  deal  of 
brass  about  those  funds,  and  especially 
the   promoters   of  them.     Then,   there 
was  an   attempt  to  get  up  a  **  Gibson 
House  Fund,'*  which  did  not  appear  to 
be  a  success.     There  were  other  testi- 
monials to  the  living  and  memorials  for 
the  dead.     Then  they  went  away  from 
ambitious  patriots  and  Provincial  agi- 
tators to  *  *  The  Boy  leTown  Commissioners 
Election     Petition    Indemnity    Fund.** 
Thus  thoy  went  from  "grave  to  gay,** 
from    **  lively   to    severe."     Altogether 
there  were  eight  testimonials  reported 
as   going   on   in   full   progress    among 
those    miserable,   poverty-stricken  ten- 
ants  in    the   month    of    June.     Before 
sitting  down  he  would  say  a  word  or 
two   as   to   the  fallacy  of  the  parallel 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  had 
endeavoured     to     draw     between     the 
Arrears  Act  of  1882   and  the  Bill  now 
before  the  House.     The  two  Bills  were 
as   different   as    light    from    darkness. 
The  basis  of  the  former  Act  was  the 
payment  by  the  tenant  of  a  whole  year's 
rent — that  the  tenant  was  to  be,  to  some 
extent,  solvent.   There  was  another  very 
remarkable    mistake    which    the    hon. 
Member  for  Cork  had  made.     He  said 
the  Courts  would  be  able  to  settle  the 


whole  of  the  cases  to  be  brought  before 
them  in  three  months,  as  had  been 
done  under  the  Arrears  Act;  but  all 
that  had  been  done  under  that  Act  was 
that  the  Government  had  to  take  care 
that  they  were  not  defrauded;  for  the  land- 
lord and  tenant,  in  almost  every  instance, 
came  before  the  Court  with  similar  in- 
terests. It  would  take  a  very  much  longer 
time  under  the  proposed  Bill,  because 
the  Courts  would  have  to  decide  between 
conflicting  statements.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  it  could  be  seriously  suggested 
that  any  number  of  Commissioners 
could  deal  with  160,000  cases  in  three 
months.  It  would  obviously  be  to  the 
interest  of  the  landlord  to  say  that  the 
tenant  could  pay,  and  to  that  of  the 
tenant,  even  if  he  had  the  rent  in  his 
poclcet,  to  prove  that  he  was  unable  to 
do  so.  The  present  Bill  was  illusory 
both  to  the  Irish  people  and  to  the  Eng- 
lish people.  It  was  never  intended  to 
pass,  but,  like  the  famous  green  spec- 
tacles, only  intended  to  sell.  It  would 
be  impossible  for  the  Bill,  if  it  were 
passed  in  a  month's  time,  to  come  into 
operation  to  any  appreciable  extent  this 
year.  He  ventured  to  think  that  not 
10,000,  no,  not  5,000,  cases  of  distressed 
tenants  could  be  dealt  with  by  the  Land 
Courts  before  Christmas,  and  therefore 
it  was  impossible  to  believe  that  the 
Bill  was  seriously  introduced.  It  was 
merely  an  excuse  to  enable  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  and  his  Friends  to  go 
to  the  people  of  Ireland  and  say  that 
Parliament  had  refused  them  something. 
He  pointed  out  also  that  the  1st  clause 
of  the  Bill  contained  an  extraordinary 
proposition.  It  had  no  regard  to  the 
actual  value  of  a  man's  property,  to  the 
yield  or  nature  of  the  crops,  to  the  cost 
of  production,  or  to  the  extent  of  relief 
a  tenant  might  enjoy  in  the  general  de- 
pression of  prices  enabling  him  to  buy 
articles  at  a  less  price  than  prevailed 
two  or  three  years  ago.  No  such  test 
as  this  was  provided.  One  of  the  con- 
ditions which  the  Court  had  to  consider 
was  that  where  the  tenant  was 

'*  Unable  to  discharge  the  remainder  of  Buoh 
rent  or  arrears  without  loss  of  his  holding  or 
deprivation  of  the  means  necessary  for  the 
cultivation  and  stocking  thereof." 

But  the  tenant  might  have  lent  all  his 
money  the  day  before  to  a  relative.  He 
might  have  spent  all  his  money  in  drink 
for  the  purpose  of  a  carouse  in  a  neigh- 
bouring towiii  or  he  might  haye  d»- 
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pleted  his  estate  in  any  of  the  various 
ways  which  improvident  men  adopt  when 
the  money  of  other  persons  is  concerned. 
Yet,  provided  he  possessed  the  qualifi- 
cation of  poverty,  no  matter  whether 
brought  about  by  wilful  proceedings  or 
wasteful  conduct,  the  law  was  to  step  in 
to  save  him  from  the  consequences  of 
his  improvidence.  The  conduct  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cork  and  his  Friends 
reminded  him  of  what  Bacon  said  of  the 
generosity  of  some  men  in  leaving  large 
legacies  to  charity  when  they  died.  If 
this  Bill  passed  hon.  Members  opposite 
would  go  to  the  people  of  Ireland  and 
say — *'  See  what  a  generous  Bill  we 
have  passed  for  the  benefit  of  Irish 
tenants."  Yes ;  but  they  never  put 
their  hands  into  their  own  pockets.  All 
they  did  was  to  pick  the  pocket  of  the 
Irish  landlord.  Parliament  had  already 
adopted  a  generous  measure  of  relief  to 
Irish  tenants  at  the  expense  of  the  un- 
fortunate Irish  landlords ;  and  the  pre- 
sent Bill  was  another  generous  measure 
of  relief  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  in 
poverty  a  number  of  persons — if  the  case 
was  a  true  one — who  ought,  for  the  sake 
of  their  families,  to  try  and  better  their 
position  by  removing  elsewhere.  It 
was  apparently  a  matter  of  no  import- 
ance nowadays  what  had  been  said  by 
statesmen  in  former  days  in  reference 
to  matters  of  this  kind.  But  he  was 
really  astounded  when  he  looked  back 
on  the  speeches  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
delivered  in  lb70  with  reference  to  the 
Law  of  Contract,  and  the  contempt  and 
derision  which  he  heaped  on  the  idea 
of  rents  being  treated  in  this  manner. 
It  surprised  him  also  to  see  how  easy 
some  right  hon.  Gentlemen  bore  the 
yoke  which  they  had  put  on  themselves. 
He  was  inclined  to  think  that  all  our 
difficulties  in  Ireland  in  reference  to  the 
Land  Question  had  arisen  from  doing 
what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ex- 
pressed his  pride  in  proclaiming  that  he 
had  done — namely,  in  banishing  poli- 
tical economy  to  the  planets  of  Jupiter 
and  Saturn.  They  could  not  defy  the 
laws  of  supply  and  demand  ;  they  could 
not  defy  the  laws  of  political  economy. 
These  laws  obtruded  themselves  on  our 
notice  at  every  turn  in  dealing  with  a 
question  like  this,  and  it  was  in  the 
power  of  no  statesman  to  destroy  them. 
If  he  wore  asked  to  suggest  what  proper 
expedient  should  be  adopted  to  bring 

Ifr.  C.  Lewie 


back  the  Land  Laws  of  Ireland  to  a 
proper  position,  he  would  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  declaring  that  we  should  call 
back  the  laws  of  political  economy  from 
Jupiter  and  Saturn  for  a  short  time.  It 
would  be  interesting  to  see  what  efibet 
the  operation  of  the  laws  of  supply  and 
demand  would  have  on  the  solution  of 
this  question.  The  House  ought  not  to 
suppose  that  a  factitious  way  of  dealing 
with  a  great  and  perilous  question  like 
this  could  be  resorted  to,  and  as  was 
suggested  by  the  adoption  of  this  Bill. 
If  this  Bill  were  passed  into  law  every 
tenant  in  Ireland  would  immediately 
conclude  that  the  rent  having  been  once 
reduced  it  would  always  remain  reduced. 
The  House  was  familiar  with  the  powers 
of  agitation  possessed  by  hon.  Members 
opposite.  If  it  were  found  desirable  or 
expedient  to  renew  the  Bill  at  any  time, 
an  agitation  to  this  end  would  imme- 
diately be  forthcoming,  enforced  in  all 
the  various  ways  in  which  the  present 
measure  had  been  launched  before  the 
publib.  The  Nationalist  Press  had  said 
that  it  was  to  be  war  to  the  knife  if  the 
House  did  not  pass  this  Bill.  They  were 
so  much  accustomed  to  this  kind  of  lan- 
guage in  the  past  as  not  to  feel  any 
great  surprise  at  it  now  ;  but  he  hoped, 
at  all  events,  that  ihe  House  was  equal 
to  the  performance  of  its  duty.  The 
landowners  of  Ireland  had  suffered  much, 
and  probably  would  have  to  suffer  more 
than  they  had  hitherto  done ;  but  that 
was  no  reason  why  they  should  be  de- 
serted. He  could  not  refrain  from  asking 
the  House,  when  it  was  called  upon  to 
pass  a  measure  like  this,  where  was  its 
sympathy  for  the  tenant  farmer  of  Eng- 
land or  for  the  suffering  shopkeeper  in 
London  ?  He  believed  that  the  produc- 
tion of  this  measure  was  simply  part  of 
a  system  by  which  an  attempt  was  being 
made  to  terrorize  Parliament  into  grant- 
ing legislation  which  they  were  justified 
in  resisting  to  the  uttermost.  He  called 
upon  the  House  to  notice  the  circum- 
stance that  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork 
had  not  attempted  to  produce  the  smallest 
amount  of  proof  in  favour  of  the  Pre- 
amble of  the  Bill.  The  hon.  Member 
had  maundered  over  the  depreciation  of 
prices  in  many  articles  which  did  not  in 
the  least  affect  the  ability  of  the  vast 
majority  of  small  tenants  in  Ireland  to 
pay  their  rents.  As  to  leaseholders,  he 
remarked  that  there  was  no  reason  wh^, 
if  Parliament  dealt  with  judicial  rents  m 
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the  way  proposed,  the  lessors  should 
be  asked  to  surrender  their  leases,  and 
come  within  the  operation  of  judicial 
rents.  As  matters  were  sought  to  be 
arranged  the  landlord  would  no  longer 
possess  the  security  of  the  judicial  rent; 
he  would  practically  place  himself  on  an 
inclined  plane,  at  the  bottom  of  which 
would  be  found  •*  No  rent."  It  was,  he 
thought,  really  time  that  the  Legislature 
found  out  some  way  of  thoroughly  grap- 
pling with  the  evil,  and  the  sooner  it 
devised  a  way  of  sayinqj  to  hon.  Mem- 
bers from  Ireland,  **  Thus  far  we  have 
gone,  but  no  farther,'*  the  sooner  would 
peace  and  prosperity  be  restored  in  Ire- 
land. 

Amendment  proposed. 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  "  That  **  to  the 
end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
"  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  inexpedient 
at  the  present  time  to  make  any  further  altera- 
tion in  the  Irish  Land  Laws," — {Mr.  Penrose 
Fitzgeraldy) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposed,  **  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
Question.'* 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  GANE  (Leeds,  E.) 
said,  that  he  claimed  the  indulgence 
which  he  knew  the  House  always  ex- 
tended to  a  new  and  untried  Member, 
especially  when  representing,  as  he  did, 
a  large  working  -  class  constituency, 
where  great  interest  was  felt  not  only 
in  the  Irish  Question  generally,  but 
in  the  Bill  before  the  House.  The 
Bill  commended  itself  to  him  as  likely 
in  a  great  measure  to  remove  the  bitter 
feeling  now  existing  between  Ireland 
and  England,  and  to  solve  the  pro- 
blem which  now  presented  itself  before 
Parliament  for  solution.  Hitherto,  hon. 
Members  on  the  Conservative  side  of 
the  House  had  spoken  in  a  spirit  which 
almost  put  them  out  of  court  in  tendering 
advice  on  the  question.  The  hon.  Member 
ioT  Cambridge  (Mr.  Penrose  Fitzgerald) 
looked  at  the  measure  avowedly  with 
suspicion  because  of  the  quarter  whence 
it  came ;  but  that  was  an  attitude  and 
condition  of  mind  which  really  dis- 
qualified a  man  from  forming  a  valu- 
able opinion  on  any  great  question  like 
this,  which  appealed  to  the  sense  of 
justice  of  both  sides  of  the  House.  The 
question  was  not  **  Whence  comes  the 
Bill  ;  wliose  brain  devised  it  ;  what 
fingers  held  the  pen  that    drew  it  ? " 


but  ''Is  the  Bill  founded  on  statesman- 
ship, on  justice,  on  wise  policy  ?  "  If  it 
be,  surely  it  mattered  not  from  what 
quarter  of  the  House  it  came,  the  House 
would  judge  it  on  its  merits.  If  every 
line  was  to  be  looked  upon  with  suspicion 
because  the  Bill  came  from  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell),  it  was 
impossible  for  the  measure  to  be  esti- 
mated rightly.  Dangers  were  always 
discernible  to  the  minds  of  the  panic- 
striken  ;  and  he  therefore  submitted 
that  the  moment  a  man  looked  on  a 
measure  like  this  and  decided  that  be- 
cause it  had  come  from  a  given  quarter 
it  must  be  regarded  with  dread  and 
suspicion,  from  that  moment  he  dis- 
qualified himself  to  estimate  the  Bill 
aright  or  to  offer  really  trustworthy 
counsel  to  the  House  with  regard  to  it. 
From  beginning  to  end  they  had  had 
from  the  Conservative  Benches  the  most 
piteous  appeals  on  behalf  of  the  land- 
lord class.  The  question  had  not  been 
whether  there  was  really  a  case  for  the 
measure,  whether  famine  was  likely  to 
occur,  and  whether  there  would  probably 
be  numerous  evictions  in  Ireland  during 
the  winter.  Those  matters  had  been 
rudely  thrust  aside,  and  the  principal 
ground  on  which  the  House  had  been 
appealed  to  to  reject  the  Bill  was  that  it 
would  affect  injuriously  that  admirable, 
that  meritorious  class  of  men,  the  land- 
lords. From  beginning  to  end  it  had  been 
a  mere  question  of  rent,  rent,  rent.  But 
those  who  had  drawn  up  the  Bill  had  in- 
serted certain  essential  conditions,  and 
unless  those  conditions  were  fulfilled  the 
measure  would  have  no  operation  what- 
ever. The  conditions  were  certainly  not 
lacking  in  stringency ;  and  unless  a  clear 
case  were  shown  before  the  Court,  no 
relief  whatever  could  be  rendered.  That 
being  so,  surely  no  very  great  harm 
could  be  done.  No  relief  was  to  be  given 
haphazard.  There  was,  admittedly,  a 
great  financial  problem  to  be  solved. 
On  every  hand  it  was  confessed  that 
unless  something  was  done  during  the 
coming  winter  there  would  be  almost 
numberless  evictions  in  Ireland.  These 
evictions  would  cause  not  merely  wide- 
spread distress,  but  bitter  and  harsh  and 
lasting  class  feeling,  which  Conservative 
Members  seemed  to  desire  to  put  an  end 
to.  Well,  it  was  a  very  easy  thing  for 
those  who  opposed  the  Bill  to  show  that 
it  was  not  needed,  if  such  were  really 
the  case.    Had   prices  fallen,  or  had 
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they  not  ?  That  was  simply  a  question 
of  fact  which  could  be  easily  ascer- 
tained. If  they  had  not,  then  the  pro- 
posal of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  fell 
to  the  ground.  In  his  hearing  to-night 
only  one  article  had  been  named  as 
not  having  fallen  in  value ;  and  if  that 
were  so,  and  if  landlords  on  every  hand 
were  reducing,  or  stating  that  they  were 
willing  to  reduce,  their  rents,  surely  they 
were  themselves  proving  that  there  was 
some  case  for  the  House  to  consider. 
The  landlord  which  had  been  sketched 
to  the  House  by  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site was  a  being  of  perfection — wise, 
kind,  generous,  and  yet  so  ill-used ! 
One  would  think  that  the  landlords  of 
Ireland  had  been  men  living  from  hand 
to  mouth,  men  almost  despoiling  them- 
selves of  the  comforts,  if  not  the  neces- 
saries, of  life;  men  whom  legislation 
had  affected  most  harshly  year  after 
year.  But  he  submitted  that  there  was 
something  more  important  by  far  than 
even  landlords'  wrongs.  They  were 
asked — **  What  would  be  said  in  Eegent 
Street  supposing  tradesmen  there  found 
themselves  in  difficulties  V*  He  thought, 
at  all  events,  the  House  knew  very  well 
what  would  not  be  found.  They  would 
not  find  these  tradesmen  turned  out 
into  the  street  with  their  wives  and 
families.  The  House  were  asked  to  deal 
with  an  avowedly  exceptional  state  of 
things.  In  days  gone  by,  again  and 
again,  the  House,  by  legislation,  had 
recognized  that  it  must  deal  with  the 
Irish  Question  according  to  the  facts 
which  presented  themselves  for  consi- 
deration at  the  time.  As  to  political 
economy,  why,  man  was  not  made  for 
it.  On  the  contrary,  political  economy 
was  made  for  man.  The  question  was 
were  there  men  and  women  and  chil- 
dren who  would  starve  by  thousands 
on  all  sides  in  Ireland  unless  this 
measure  were  adopted  ?  Eegent  Street 
might  be  dealt  with  when  its  condi- 
tion approached  that  of  the  Irish  agri- 
cultural districts.  Surely  no  one  could 
charge  the  poor  peasantry  of  Ireland 
with  lack  of  industry  and  thrift.  We 
were  told  again  and  again  how  they 
exercised  thrift  at  home,  how  they  saved 
in  America  for  the  needs  of  their  rela- 
tives, and  how  they  eked  out  their  miser- 
able earnings  with  the  result  of  the  har- 
vesting in  England.  It  was  then  said 
that  their  savings  were  spent  lavishly  in 
purchasing  their  holdings.     But,  if  this 
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were  so,  surely  neither  thrift  nor  in- 
dustry were  lacking  in  the  Lriah  tenant. 
Again  and  again  they  saw — as  they  had 
seen  it  to-night—property  regarded  as 
more  sacred  than  human  life  and  human 
weal,  and  he  maintained  that  if  politi- 
cal economy  demanded  that,  then  the 
sooner  such  political  economy  were,  as 
it  had  been  said,  relegated  to  Jupiter  or 
Saturn  the  better.  There  was  surely 
something  more  than  rent  to  be  con- 
sidered. He  appealed  to  the  Hoose  to 
consider  fairly,  altogether  irrespeotiTe 
of  the  consideration  of  whence  the  Bill 
came,  whether  or  not  there  had  been 
this  alleged  fall  in  prices,  and  whether 
or  not  there  was  this  allegedSprobability 
of  evictions.  If  that  were  proven,  surely 
this  measure  was  not  so  very  dangerous. 
It  would  not  remit  the  rent,  it  only 
prevented,  in  certain  special  ciroum- 
stances,  the  rent  from  being  distrained 
for  in  a  harsh  and  cruel  way.  It  left 
the  matter  for  settlement  by  a  duly 
constituted  Court.  If  the  view  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  were  correct,  and 
the  Bill  were  as  harmful  as  they  en- 
deavoured to  make  out,  why  were  not 
those  hon.  Members  prepared  with  some 
counter  proposed?  Surely  something 
must  be  done  during  a  long  and  trying 
winter;  and  yet,  if  the  Bdl  were  not 
passed,  nothing  would  be  done  except 
in  so  far  as  the  individual  landlord  might 
himself  give  relief.  But  Parliament 
had  to  do  with  the  landlords  who  would 
not  give  relief  to  the  tenants  voluntarily. 
The  law  was  not  made  for  the  riffhteous, 
but  for  the  ungodly ;  and  the  object  in 
the  proposed  legislation  was  to  bring 
pressure  to  bear  upon  the  landlord  who 
ought  to  act  in  a  certain  way,  but  would 
not  do  so.  Was  it  any  answer  to  say 
that  there  was  an  abundance  of  money  in 
the  hands  of  some  tenants?  But  it 
did  not  follow  that  because  thia  was 
the  case  that  there  were  ample  means  in 
the  pockets  of  all  the  Irish  peasantry. 
There  was  nothing  to  show  that  there 
were  not  thousands  of  these  poor  people 
who  had  a  hard  battle  to  keep  the  wolf 
from  the  door  every  day.  If  during  the 
coming  winter  in  many  districts  of  Ire- 
land there  were  this  cruel  and  bitter 
distress,  which  had  been  foretold,  and 
the  House  rejected  the  only  measure 
which  at  present  attempted  to  deal  with 
the  trouble— if,  then,  evictions  became 
as  frequent  as  they  had  been  in  the  past» 
what  guarantee  had  the    House  that 
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all  the  past  evils  also  would  not  be  re- 
produced ?  And  if  they  were,  there  would 
be  something  far  worse  than  material 
distress  to  deal  with.  The  spirit  of  Ire- 
land would  be  still  further  embittered 
towards  us.  The  people  of  that  country 
were  at  present  looking  to  this  House 
hopefully,  and  he  asked  hon.  Members 
to  approach  the  question  apart  from 
considerations  of  the  quarter  from  which 
this  Bill  emanated,  and  to  look  at  the 
matter  fairly  and  kindly,  believing  that 
those  who  advocated  it  were  as  honest 
as  those  who  hold  different  views.  Their 
arguments  might  be  fallacious ;  then  let 
their  fallacy  be  shown ;  but  let  no 
Bill  of  this  kind  be  met  with  the  in- 
sinuation that  it  was  going  to  be  used 
for  dishonest  purposes.  As  to  the  ruin 
and  desolation  which  the  Bill  would 
bring  in  its  train,  he  thought  some  of 
the  panic-stricken  cries  they  had  heard 
to-night  from  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House  were  almost  amusing.  He  sub- 
mitted that  the  Bill,  so  dreaded  by  hon. 
Members  opposite,  was  an  honest,  a 
healing,  and  a  kindly  measure.  Though 
it  was  small,  and  its  provisions  only  tem- 
porary, yet  its  results  might  be  incalcu- 
lable, and  a  new  herald  of  better  and 
brighter  days' for  Ireland. 

Mr.  BAETLEY  (Islington,  N.)  said, 
it  might  be  taken  for  granted  that  the 
views  and  the  interests  of  hon.  Members 
on  the  Government  side  of  the  House  were 
(|uite  as  wide  and  keen  on  this  Irish  Ques- 
tion as  those  of  hon.  Members  who  sat 
below  the  Gangway  opposite.  An  idea 
seemed  to  prevail  in  some  quarters  that 
only  one  section  of  the  House  took  any 
interest  in  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of 
Ireland;  but  such  an  idea  was  by  no 
means  correct.  The  great  question  was, 
would  this  Bill  promote  the  welfare  and 
prosperity  of  Ireland  ?  It  provided  for 
three  things ;  but  its  chief  clause  was 
that  which  provided  that  tenants  who 
professed  that  they  could  not  pay  their 
rent,  and  who  proved  their  inability 
under  certain  conditions,  should  be  al- 
lowed to  pay  half  their  rent  for  the  cur- 
rent year,  and  that  all  evictions,  as  far 
as  such  tenants  were  concerned,  should 
be  stayed.  In  order  to  justify  tliis  most 
revolutionary  measure,  the  Preamble 
stated  that  there  had  been  great  depre- 
ciation in  the  value  of  agricultural  pro- 
duce since  the  greater  number  of  the 
judicial  rents  were  fixed.  All  must 
agree,  however,  that  the  hon.  Member 


for  Cork,  in  his  somewhat  laboured  ad- 
dress, did  not  justify  the  position  he  had 
taken  up,  nor  in  any  way  attempt  to 
prove  the  Preamble  of  his  Bill.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Cambridge,  on  the 
other  hand,  had  adduced  statistics  and 
evidence  to  show  that,  although  a  certain 
number  of  articles  of  agricultural  pro- 
duce had  decreased  in  value,  still  it  was 
not  proved  that  there  had  been  a  great 
general  depreciation  during  the  last 
three  or  four  years ;  and,  indeed,  every- 
thing tended  to  show  that,  although 
there  might  have  been  some  deprecia- 
tion up  to  last  year,  things  were  im- 
proving at  the  present  time.  They  must 
remember  that  when  the  rents  were 
fixed  under  the  Land  Act,  they  were 
fixed  for  15  years,  and  it  was  incon- 
ceivable to  suppose  that  in  fixing  the 
judicial  rent  the  possibility  of  fluctua- 
tions in  the  price  of  produce  was  not 
taken  into  account.  They  had  a  right  to 
consider  what  would  be  the  effect  of  this 
measure  on  the  tenants.  There  were 
three  classes  of  tenants  in  Ireland  who 
would  be  influenced  by  the  Bill.  First 
of  all  there  were  those  who  could  pay 
their  rents,  but  who  would  be  intimi- 
dated and  prevented  from  doing  so  by  the 
action  of  the  National  League.  Surely 
to  relieve  these  of  half  their  rent  would 
be  a  most  immoral  and  wrong  state 
of  affairs.  Although  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cork  stated  it  was  his  intention 
that  only  those  who  were  so  poor  that 
they  could  not  pay  should  be  included, 
he  did  not  think  it  required  much  ar- 
gument to  prove  that  if  this  Bill  be- 
came law  practically  every  tenant  in 
Ireland  would  take  advantage  of  it.  It 
would  not  be  fair  to  the  landlord  that 
such  an  opportunity  should  be  given, 
and  it  coula  only  give  rise  to  fresn  agi- 
tation. Then  there  was  a  second  class 
of  tenants — namely,  those  who  could 
pay  their  rent  if  they  made  an  effort, 
but  whom  it  would  be  very  difficult  in- 
deed to  induce  to  do  so.  No  doubt,  the 
greater  number  of  the  tenants  in  Ireland 
were  somewhat  pinched  in  circumstances, 
and  this  class  would  be  encouraged  in 
every  possible  way  to  take  advantage  of 
the  provisions  of  this  measure.  He 
asked  if  the  Legislature  ought  to  give 
them  such  encouragement  ?  By  so  doing 
they  would  strike  at  the  root  of  every 
kind  of  industry,  and  reduce  Ireland  to 
a  state  of  chaos.  If  it  were  justifiable 
for  the  Legislature  to  reduce  the  lia- 
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bilities  of  tenants  in  regard  to  their 
rents,  why  should  not  their  liabilities  be 
similarly  reduced  in  regard  to  the  debts 
they  owed  to  tradeamen?  Indeed,  it 
seemed  to  him  that  the  landlords  had  a 
greater  claim  to  consideration  by  that 
House  than  the  tradesmen,  inasmuch  as 
a  landlord  was  obliged  to  give  credit  for 
his  rent,  whereas  a  tradesman  need  not 
do  so  unless  he  pleased.  There  was  a  third 
class  of  tenants  whom  this  Bill  was  sup- 
posed especially  to  refer  to  —  namely, 
those  poor,  wretched,  miserable  tenants 
who  could  not  possibly  pay  their  rents. 
Of  course,  every  Member  of  that  House 
sympathized  with  such  tenants,  and 
would  do  their  utmost  to  improve  their 
condition.  But  he  asked  whether  the 
Bill  would  do  any  particle  of  good  to 
such  tenants?  He  did  not  think  it 
would.  He  considered  that  emigration 
and  migration  would  do  more  for  that 
class  than  any  such  Bill  as  this.  Mr. 
Tuke,  in  his  pamphlet  on  the  Potato 
Question,  mentioned  a  place  where  there 
were  110  houses,  the  rents  of  which 
ranged  from  30«.  to  5«.  There  were 
only  three  tenants  who  paid  over  £2, 
and  the  average  rent  paid  by  the  tenants 
was  Qd.  a-week.  This  Bill  would  reduce 
it  to  3(/.  Would  such  a  measure  place 
these  tenants  in  a  position  of  prosperity 
aud  happiness?  However  much  rents 
might  be  reduced,  the  misery  of  the 
poorer  class  of  tenants  in  Ireland  would 
not  be  allievated.  This  Bill,  instead  of 
benefiting,  would  ouly  prolong  the  misery 
of  the  poorer  tenants,  for  it  was  un- 
reasonable to  suppose  that  those  who 
could  not  now  pay  6rf.  a- week  rent  would 
be  able  to  thrive  if  their  rent  were  re- 
duced to  ^d.  The  effect  which  the  mere 
introduction  of  this  Bill  into  the  House 
would  have  would  be  to  still  further 
stereotype  the  chronic  misery  which  ex- 
isted in  Ireland ;  to  retard  the  real  and 
only  lasting  means  by  which  Ireland 
might  be  made  prosperous;  to  keep 
opun  the  sore  of  discontent,  and  to  retard 
the  beneficial  operation  of  the  purchasing 
powers  of  Lord  Ashbourne's  Act.  More- 
over, the  Bill  would  tend  to  increase  the 
value  of  tenant  right  in  Ireland,  the  ex- 
cessive growth  in  the  value  of  which 
was  one  of  the  groat  evils  of  the  Land 
Ai;t  of  1881.  But  tho  introduction  of 
the  Bill  wuuld  greatly  benefit  the  Na- 
tional League.  It  would  tend  to  im- 
press the  tenants  generally  with  the 
power  of  tho  League,  aud  it  would  en- 
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courage  the  tenants  of  smaU,  xniBembk 
holdings  to  hope  that,  if  thej  only 
trusted  the  National  League,  they  would, 
one  day  or  other,  be  able  to  live  on  their 
holdings.  This  was  a  futile  hope,  and 
without  a  complete  change  in  the  small 
holding^,  it  was  impossible  for  the  small 
tenants  to  live.  Another  effect  of  the 
Bill  would  be  to  encourage  and  promote 
the  Irish  -  American  Question  in  the 
House.  Everyone  who  had  the  weUare 
of  Ireland  at  heart  should  resist  this 
measure.  The  hon.  Member  for  Cork 
might  say  that  while  we  recognize  the 
misery  of  Ireland  we  do  not  attempt  any 
remedy  for  it.  That  was  not  the  case,  for 
he  believed  that  the  Government  were 
determined  to  do  everything  in  their 
power  to  stop  it.  But  the  number  of 
evictions  had  been  greatly  exaggerated. 
They  only  amounted  in  six  months  to 
860  in  500,000  tenants,  or  about  1}  per 
1,000.  Moreover,  the  number  of  evic- 
tions was  enormously  increased  by  the 
action  of  the  National  League,  and 
without  their  action  evictions  would  be 
comparatively  few.  In  the  case  of  those 
tenants  who  could  not  keep  themselves 
on  their  present  holdings,  the  only  plan 
was  to  remove  them  and  give  tneir 
places  to  others.  He  believed  that  the 
Government  was  on  the  right  tack  in 
improving  the  agricultural  position  of 
Ireland,  If  Her  Majesty's  Government 
were  not  in  earnest  in  this  matter,  they 
would  have  to  reckon,  not  only  with 
hon.  ^Members  opposite  below  the  Gang- 
way, but  with  their  own  supporters,  for 
this  Parliament  was  determined,  if  it 
could,  to  solve  the  great  Irish  Question. 
But  he  believed  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment were  in  earnest  in  seeking  the 
true  remedy  for  the  chronic  misery  in 
Ireland.  Ireland  did  not  want  heroio 
remedies  ;  it  had  had  too  many  of  them. 
Five  years  of  real  statesmanship,  with- 
out heroics,  would  do  a  great  deal  to  put 
Ireland  in  a  different  position.  He  oe- 
lieved  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
was  now  on  the  right  tack,  and  that  the 
anxiety  of  hon.  Members  opposite  was 
caused  by  their  fear  that  the  measures 
which  the  Government  might  take  would 
put  an  end  to  tho  Irish  grievance.  He 
hoped  that  tho  Hoyal  Commission  would 
recommend  that  steps  should  be  taken 
for  the  encouragement  of  Irish  industries, 
and  to  improve  the  condition  of  cattle 
farming,  horse  breeding,  fish  curings 
and  deep  sea  fisheries.    An  improve- 
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ment  was  also  necessary  in  the  manu* 
facture  of  butter,  which  at  present  was 
so   badly   made.     Then  migration  and 
emigration  were  points  deserving  of  the 
greatest  attention.     It   was  impossible 
for  people  to  make  a  living  in  miserably 
overcrowded  districts  like  parts  of  Con- 
nemara.     It  was   not  conceivable  that 
any  Act  of  Parliament  would  ever  make 
the  tenants  of  the  bog  lands  in  many 
parts   of  Ireland  happy  or  contented ; 
and,  above  all,  nothing  that  that  House 
could  do  would  ever  enable  a  man  to  live 
upou  the  proceeds  of  a  small  strip  of 
such  land.     The  want  of  capital  was  a 
great  source  of  the  agricultural  difficulty 
in  Ireland.     They  had  seen  the  bene- 
ficial effects  of  the  introduction  of  £5,000 
for  potato  seed,  and  how  it  had  multi- 
plied a  hundredfold.     If  fresh   capital 
could  be  introduced  into   the  farming 
industry  of  the  country  agricultural  dis- 
tress would  be  alleviated,  and  we  should 
get  rid  of  the  National  League.  \^Ironical 
cheers  and  laughter  ffom  the  Tlome  Rule 
Members.']     If  only  they  could  do  away 
with  the  spirit  which  that  ironical  cheer 
indicated  they  would  free  the  country 
from  the  great  obstacle  which  at  present 
existed  to  the   introduction  of  capital. 
That  cheer  also  clearly  showed  that  the 
object  and  meaning  of  this  measure  was 
not  the  improvement  of  Irish  agricul- 
ture,  but  the  maintenance  of  what  he 
believed  to  be  that  baneful  institution, 
the   National  League.     The    measures 
which  had  been  indicated  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  on  the  other  hand, 
would  tend  to  restore  peace  and  tran- 
quillity to  the  country ;  and,  therefore, 
they  had  been  received  with  derision  by 
hon.   Members  opposite.     He   believed 
that  agitation  lived  and  grew  upon  Irish 
misery   and    poverty,    while  that   very 
misery   and   poverty    tended   to    foster 
agitation.    It  was  because  they  believed 
that  the  measure  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cork  would  increase  agitation  and 
intensify  the  misery  and  poverty  of  the 
Irish   agricultural    tenants    that    those 
who  sat  on  the  Ministerial  side  of  the 
House  opposed  it,  and  trusted   that  it 
would   be   rejected   by  the    House    of 
Commons. 

Mr.  PINKERTON  (Galway) :  Sir,  it 
has  been  asserted,  again  and  again, 
that  this  demand  upon  the  part  of  the 
holders  of  judicial  leases  is  a  most  un- 
just and  unreasonable  demand.  I  am 
quite  prepared  to  admit  that,  to  those 
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who  have  only  taken  a  Buperficial  view 
of  the  question,  there  seems  to  be   an 
amount  of  truth  in  this  assertion.    If 
rents  had  been  fixed  so  as  not  to  trench 
upon  the  tenants'  improvements ;  if  due 
consideration   had  been    given   to   the 
downward  tendency  of  price ;    if  a  fair 
average  had  been  struck,  then  I   say 
this  demand  for  a  revision  would  never 
have  been  brought  forward,  and  would 
never  have  received  a  moment's  serious 
consideration    from    any    side    of    the 
House.     But  when   we    consider    that 
those  rents  were  fixed  upon   the  high 
level  of  the  most  prosperous  years  ;  that 
they  were  fixed  by  Commissioners  who 
practically  ignored  the  vast  interest  the 
tenants  had,  by  their  industry,  created 
in  the  soil;  that  those  Commissioners 
took,  as  their  standard  of  value,  a  valua- 
tion that  included  the  building,  fences, 
drains,  and  reclamation,  put  upon  the 
land  by    the    unaided    efforts   of    the 
tenants;  I  say,  when  we  consider  that 
those  rents,  in  the  present  agricultural 
depression,  confiscate  the  property   of 
the  tenants,  the  demand  for  a  revision 
is  both  just  and  reasonable.     With  your 
permission.  Sir,  I  shall  say  a  few  words 
with  regard   to   the   valuation    of    Sir 
Richard  Griffith,  which  was  the  stand- 
ard of  measuring  values  with  the  Com- 
missioners.    The  instructions  issued  by 
Sir  Richard  Griffith   to   his   assistants 
laid  down  fair  and  just  lines  to  proceed 
upon,    which,   if  honestly  carried  out, 
would  have  reduced  the  sum  total  of  the 
valuation  to  a  very  considerable  extent ; 
but,  in  nine  cases  of  ten,  those  deputy 
valuators  took  the  rent  rolls  of  the  dif- 
ferent estates  as  their  guides,  and  I  could 
prove,   in  hundreds  of  cases,  never  set 
foot  upon  the  farms  they  pretended  to 
value.     It  amounted   simply  to  this — 
that  it  was  the  landlords  and  agents  of 
Ireland  who  made  the  valuation,  and 
not  Sir  Richard  Griffith.     I  am  stating 
what  I  know  to  be  true.     In  my  own 
immediate  neighbourhood  half-a-mile  of 
the  country  round  was  valued  from  the 
top  of  a  hill ;  and,  contenting  himself 
with    this    bird's  eye    inspection,    the 
valuator  departed,  with  the  happy  con- 
scioueness  that  he  had  done  his  duty. 
The  tenants  in  some  cases  objected  to 
this  expeditious  method  of  valuation, 
and  appealed.     The  next  valuator  who 
was  sent  visited  the  land  in  question, 
and  he  expressed  his  regret  that  he 
could  not  set  aside  the  decision  of  his 
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predecessor — it  would  create  confusion — 
but  he  would  lower  the  valuation  enough 
to  cover  cost  of  appeal.  At  the  time  of 
that  valuation  wheat  was  the  staple  crop 
in  England ;  and  English  valuators, 
ignoring  the  instructions  of  their  chief — 
that  thin  cold  clay  soils  producing  aquatic 
plants  were  to  be  classed  low  in  the  scale 
of  value — regarded  all  the  stiff  clay  land 
as  splendid  wheat  soil,  and  put  on  a  cor- 
responding valuation.  When  we  also  con- 
sider that  the  greater  part  of  the  country 
at  that  time  had  been  lately  drained  ,the  re- 
sult was,  as  anyone  conversant  with  agri- 
cultural matters  knows,  that  new  drains, 
which  are  all  acting  well,  have  the  effect 
of  materially  improving  the  appearance 
of  the  soil.  The  country,  under  these 
circumstances,  presented  a  very  favour- 
able appearance;  and  lands,  dear  at 
\Qs,  per  acre,  were,  by  these  experts, 
valued  at  30«.  In  the  10  years  preceding 
the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1 88 1  an  opinion 
gained  currency  among  landlords  that 
25  per  cent  added  to  Griffith's  valuation 
represented  the  fair  letting  value  of  the 
land;  and  those  landlords  and  agents 
who  were  astute  enough  to  see  the  cloud 
of  depression  looming  in  the  distance 
made  every  effort  to  induce  their  tenants 
to  take  leases  upon  these  terms.  The 
tenants  whose  spirit  had  been  crushed 
by  periodical  increases,  like  drowning 
men,  grasped  at  this  straw  of  protection ; 
and  we  can  realize  the  position  those 
men  now  occupy,  when  it  has  been  found 
necessary,  in  many  cases  lately  in  the 
Land  Court,  to  reduce  rents  25  per 
cent  below  that  valuation.  Let  it  be 
distinctly  understood  I  am  speaking  for 
that  portion  of  Ireland  with  which  I  am 
thoroughly  acquainted — namely,  Antrim 
and  Derry;  and  in  those  counties 
I  hold  that  the  occupiers  of  lands, 
which  were  highly  cultivated — as  the 
greater  portion  was  at  the  time  of  that 
valuation — have  been  plundered  since 
by  excessive  rents  fixed  by  a  valuation 
based  upon  their  own  improvements.  In 
the  first  place,  the  ordinary  leaseholder, 
who  has  got  no  reduction,  has  a  double 
claim  upon  the  Government  for  redress ; 
in  the  second  place,  judicial  leaseholders, 
whose  rents  were  fixed  by  a  false  stand- 
ard of  value,  have  a  right  to  the  con- 
sideration of  their  claims  for  a  further 
reduction.  I  hold  that  the  initial  blunder 
of  the  Act  of  1881  was  the  exclusion  of 
the  leaseholders ;  by  so  doing,  you  were 
placing   a  penalty  upon  the  most  in-  I 
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dustriouB  and  enterprizing  of  the  Iriah 
tenants.  The  improvident  farmer,  who 
held  from  year  to  year,  had  a  blessed 
immunity  from  increases ;  but  the  im- 
proving tenant,  who  had  good  farm 
buildings,  fields  well  fenced,  drained, 
and  cultivated,  saw  with  constematioii 
the  result  of  years  of  toil  confiscated  hj 
the  stroke  of  the  pen  of  an  incompetent 
valuator.  It  has  been  said  the  Land 
Act  dealt  hardly  with  good  landloTds 
That  is  true ;  but  it  treated  improving 
tenants  with  severity ;  it  treated  with 
double  injustice  the  leaseholders  whom 
it  excluded ;  and  it  did  not  give  safficieot 
consideration  (in  the  case  of  those  ad- 
mitted) to  what  was  the  result  of  the 
tenant's  efforts,  and  what  was  due  to 
the  natural  fertility  of  the  soil.  I 
strongly  opposed  the  revision  of  judioial 
rents  upon  the  present  Land  Court 
methods.  I  do  so  still.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve in  a  perpetual  wrangle  between 
landlord  and  tenant  in  the  Law  Courts, 
which  gives  the  oyster  to  the  lawyer, 
and  leaves  the  shell  to  the  coutending 
parties.  But  the  proposal  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell)  obviates 
this  difficulty.  The  necessary  expendi- 
ture upon  the  partof  j  udicial  leaseholders 
has  been  already  gone  through;  their 
lands  have  been  surveyed ;  their  claims 
for  improvements  have  been  scheduled ; 
and  the  value  of  the  land  can  be  fixed 
for  short  periods  by  a  scale  of  average 
prices.  This  will  entail  no  extra  expendi- 
ture, cause  no  ill-feeling ;  if  prices  fall, 
rent  must  be  lowered  in  the  same  pro- 
portion ;  if  prices  rise,  the  landlords  are 
entitled  to  an  increase.  But  I  am 
still  strongly  of  belief  that  attempts  to 
settle  the  rent  question  are  only  tempo- 
rary expedients,  and  that,  sooner  or  later, 
an  end  must  be  put  to  dual  ownership 
in  land.  Another  argument  put  forward 
by  the  landlord  Press  is,  that  prices  were 
as  low  at  the  time  of  Griffith's  valuation 
as  they  are  at  present.  What  does  that 
prove?  Why,  the  cost  of  production 
h  as  more  than  doubled  since  then .  Farm 
servants  are  paid  exactly  double  what 
they  were  receiving  30  and  40  years  affo. 
The  high  price  of  tenant  right  is  tSao 
quoted  as:ainst  the  claim  for  reduction  of 
rent.  What  are  the  facts  with  regard 
to  that  ?  The  week  before  last,  in  mj 
own  immediate  neighbourhood,  upon  the 
estate  ofLordEobert  Montagu,  a  highly 
cultivated  farm  was  sold  at  seven  years' 
purchase  for  the  goodwilL    Now,  it  is 
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admitted  by  everyone  who  understands 
the  Irish  Land  Question,  that,  in  the 
vast  majority  of  cases,  the  tenant's  in- 
terest in  the  soil  is  equal  to  the  land- 
lord's. I  am  afraid,  however,  in  this 
case,  the  landlord  would  not  be  willing 
to  sell  his  interest  in  this  farm  for  seven 
years*  purchase.  This  farm,  10  years 
ago,  would  have  sold  for  more  than  twice 
as  much.  Now,  what  right,  in  a  partner- 
ship of  this  kind,  has  all  the  deprecia- 
tion in  value  to  fall  upon  the  tenant, 
and  what  claim  can  the  landlord  put 
fairly  forward  to  escape  scot  free  ?  I  hold 
a  letter  in  my  hand  from  an  extensive 
auctioneer  in  the  North  of  Ireland.  He 
says,  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  tenant- 
right,  none  but  choice  farms  can  be  sold; 
a  dead  lock  exists  in  the  sale  of  middling 
lots ;  that  over  a  large  portion  of  land 
it  is  doubtful  whether  the  tenant's  in- 
terest is  worth  one  year's  purchase.  It 
is  the  worst  season  in  the  land  sales  since 
he  commenced  the  business  in  1865;  so 
bad,  in  fact,  that  farmers,  who  are 
anxious  to  retire  from  farming,  prefer 
to  hold  on,  rather  than  sacrifice  their 
tenant-right  interest.  It  is  claimed  that 
evictions  are  few  and  far  between  in  the 
North.  I  admit  that  I  never  saw  an 
eviction  ;  but  I  have  seen  several  equiva- 
lents. I  have  seen  tenants  who  struggled, 
year  after  year,  to  pay  an  exorbitant 
rent,  who  have  hoped  against  hope, 
at  last  forced  to  sell  in  order  to  pay  off 
arrears.  An  eviction  must  be  an  heart- 
rending scene,  if  it  is  worse  than  seeing 
the  breaking-up  of  a  home,  the  ship- 
wreck of  a  lifetime.  I  have  seen  men 
who  have  toiled  for  a  lifetime,  who  have 
been  temperate  and  industrious,  forced 
at  last  to  root  up  all  the  tender  memories 
binding  them  to  the  home  of  their 
fathers,  and  to  transplant  themselves 
in  their  old  age  to  another  land.  There 
are  two  methods  of  eviction.  I  do  not 
wish  to  say  an  unfriendly  word  against 
landlords  individually ;  there  are  many 
of  them  forced  by  their  necessities  to 
make  tyrannical  exactions ;  but  it  is 
doubly  hard  that  tenants  in  whose  lives 
there  have  been  no  holidays  should  be 
driven  to  the  wall  through  the  extrava- 
gance of  a  landlord  or  his  predecessor 
in  title.  This  love  of  the  Irish  for  their 
homes  may  seem  a  matter  of  childish 
sentiment ;  but  it  is  a  sentiment  it  is 
foolish  to  ignore.  They  have,  by  their 
unaided  efforts,  improved  their  holdings. 
It  is  hard  for  the  man  who  has  carved 


his  farm  from  the  mountain,  or  re- 
claimed it  from  the  morass,  to  under- 
stand that  it  belongs  to  another  who  has 
never  spent  a  penny  in  its  improvement, 
who  in  all  probability  is  a  stranger  to 
the  country,  and  has  no  sympathy  with 
its  people.  We  base  our  claim  for  re- 
lief upon  three  considerations: — First, 
the  Act  of  1881  was  not  fairly  adminis- 
tered, as  the  Improvement  Clause  was 
entirely  ignored ;  secondly,  that  the 
Commissioners  did  not  take  what  they 
considered  a  "temporary  depression" 
into  account ;  thirdly,  that  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  doubly-burdened  lease- 
holders is  not  far  short  of  a  crime. 
To  prove  that  the  depression  is  beyond 
anything  anticipated,  I  will  submit  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House  a  com- 
parison of  prices  between  1882-3  and 
those  of  last  year.  Those  prices  are  be- 
yond dispute,  being  the  average  of  the 
leading  markets  of  the  North  of  Ire- 
land ;  and  if  anyone  can  say,  in  the  face 
of  those  figures,  our  demand  is  unrea- 
sonable, he  must  have  a  singular  notion 
of  what  is  reasonable  and  what  is  not. 
In  1 882-3  oats  were  ^^d,  per  stone ; 
potatoes,  4«.  2d,  percwt.;  beef,  £3  0^.  8rf. 
per  cwt. ;  butter,  1«.  per  lb. ;  pork, 
£2  13«.  ^d,  per  cwt.  In  1885-6  the 
same  articles  were,  respectively,  %d. ; 
1».  8rf. ;  £2  10«. ;  9rf. ;  £2  15«.  «rf.  Let 
us  look  now  at  the  average  price  of  the 
seven  years  preceding  the  Land  Act, 
upon  which  the  Commissioners  relied, 
to  a  certain  extent,  as  a  guide  : — Oats, 
\{)\d,  per  stone;  potatoes,  2«.  l^d, 
per  cwt. ;  butter,  \8,  per  lb. ;  beef, 
£2  16«.  Qd.\  flax,  £2  J8«.  per  owt. 
Hon.  Members  opposite  do  not  realize 
the  difference  this  makes  in  the  sum 
total  of  a  farmer's  profit.  Let  us  take  as 
an  illustration  a  farm  of  first-rate  arable 
land  of  42  acres,  cultivated  upon  a 
seven-year  rotation.  I  am  taking  this 
quantity  to  simplify  the  calculation. 
Upon  that  rotation  12  acres  would  be  in 
oats,  which,  at  an  average  yield  of  120 
stone  per  acre,  the  difference  of  price 
between  1882  and  last  year  would  entail 
a  loss  of  159.  per  acre,  or,  in  other 
words,  £9.  The  difference  of  price  in 
potatoes  upon  three  acres  would  be 
£36  10«. ;  but  as  the  price  was  over  the 
average  we  will  not  take  potatoes  into 
our  calculation,  but  suppose  them  to  be 
consumed  upon  the  farm,  and  a  ton  of 
pork  produced,  which  is  £8  5^.  per  ton 
less  in  price,  or  else  one  ton  of  beef,  at 
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£10  IBs.  Ad,  less  than  in  1882-3.  In 
butter  the  falling  in  price  would  entail 
a  loss  of  £2  per  cow^  taking  a  moderate 
average  of  1 60  lbs.  per  annum  as  a  fair 
yield  for  each  cow,  allowing  eight  cows 
for  the  farm — £16.  The  falling-off  in 
the  price  of  store  cattle  would  entail  a 
further  loss  of  £10.  All  these  inflict  a 
loss  upon  the  entire  holding,  as  com- 
pared with  1882-3,  of  £53  18«.4(^.  Now, 
these  are  not  fancy  calculations ;  the 
prices  taken  are  from  the  official  records 
of  local  markets.  The  average  yields 
I  have  taken  are  quite  within  the  limits 
upon  good  land  well  cultivated.  How 
is  this  falling-off  to  be  met  ?  For  the 
last  year  or  two  it  has  been  met  by  the 
most  rigid  economy  on  the  part  of  the 
tenants.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
who  took  it  upon  him  to  value  the  price, 
and  expatiate  upon  the  quality  of  the 
dress  worn  by  a  tenant's  daughter,  did 
not  know  how  little  truth  was  in  his 
statement.  It  has  been  met  by  reducing 
the  number  of  hands,  by  putting  a  stop 
to  reclamation  and  improvement;  and 
this  forced  economy  has  the  disastrous 
result  of  leaving,  in  winter  time,  con- 
siderable numbers  of  unemployed 
labourers,  who  suffer  in  no  slight  de- 
gree from  the  burden  of  excessive  rents, 
for  every  \s.  in  excess  upon  the  rents 
takes  6^.  out  of  the  labourer's  pocket. 
If  the  Government  wish  to  stave  off  the 
claim  for  an  independent  Parliament  for 
Ireland  they  ought  to  treat  this  ques- 
tion fairly. 

The  SOLICITOE  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  (Liverpool, 
Walton)  said,  that  he  did  not  intervene 
at  an  earlier  period  in  the  debate  to 
state  the  views  of  the  Government,  be- 
cause he  expected  that  some  answer 
would  have  been  given  to  the  very  clear 
and  striking  statement  of  facts  and 
figures  that  had  come  from  the  Govern- 
ment side  of  the  House,  from  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Cambridge,  and 
from  others  who  had  followed  him.  He 
thought  there  had  been,  up  to  the  pre- 
sent, a  certain  air  of  unreality  about  the 
debate.  It  was  impossible  that  the  Bill 
could  be  accepted  by  any  responsible 
Ministry ;  and  he  ventured  to  think  that 
the  thin  appearance  of  the  House  at 
the  opening  of  the  debate,  and  especially 
the  appearance  of  the  Benches  below 
the  Gangway,  where  hon.  Members 
from  Ireland  sat,  and  that  quarter  of 
the  House  which  the  followers  of  the 
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right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone) 
used  to  throng,  showed  the  appreciatioii 
which  hon.  Members  had  of  the  real 
significance  of  the  measure  now  brought 
forward.  The  real  interest  of  the  de- 
bate was  centred  in  the  presence  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian.  It  was  what  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  meant  to  say ;  it  was 
what  he  intended  to  indicate  that  they 
were  all  looking  forward  to.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  told  the  House  that 
his  Bill  consisted  of  two  sets  of  pro- 
visions. The  first  sot  was  of  a  tempo- 
rary character,  and  related  to  the  abate- 
ment of  arrears  of  rent,  the  present 
year's  rent  and  the  future  year's  rent  of 
1887.  There  was  attached  to  this  a 
provision  enabling  every  tenant  whose 
rent  had  been  fixed  before  the  end  of 
1884  to  insist  upon  getting  a  compul- 
sory credit,  whether  the  Judge  in  the 
Court  in  which  the  action  was  laid  liked 
it  or  not — a  credit  which  was  indeter- 
minate in  point  of  duration  until  Lis 
application  could  be  disposed  of,  which 
might  not  be  for  months,  or  even  years 
hence.  That  was  the  first  part  of  the 
Bill,  and  the  other  part,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber said,  was  not  temporary.  It  was  a 
permanent  amendment  of  the  existing 
law  ;  it  was  the  inclusion  of  leaseholders 
in  the  Act  of  1881.  The  hon.  Member 
said  that  this  had  waited  long  enough, 
and  therefore  he  included  it  in  his  BilL 
Ho  would  deal  with  this  last  part  of  the 
question  first.  It  was  simply  out  of  the 
question,  as  the  hon.  Member  well 
knew,  for  the  Government,  after  the 
declarations  th  ey  had  made,  to  under^ 
take  new  constructive  legislation  this 
Session ;  and  when  any  measure  of  that 
kind  was  brought  forward  it  would  re- 
quire grave  and  anxious  consideration! 
and  it  would  receive  much  elaborate 
discussion  on  both  sides  of  the  House. 
It  would  then  be  for  the  Government  to 
determine  whether  or  not  they  would 
yield  to  an  acceptance  of  the  views 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  expressed  in 
1881,  and  again  and  again  in  subse- 
quent Sessions  of  this  Parliament.  This 
question  of  admitting  leaseholders  to  the 
Act  of  1881  was  brought  before  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  Government 
year  after  year,  and  from  that  Govern- 
ment it  g^t  a  stem  and  consistent  re- 
fusal.    In  1881  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
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man   said    it   would   be   impoesible  to 
strike  more  directly  at  the  very  root  of 
contract  as  it  was  understood  in  Ireland, 
and  that  a  lease  was  a  binding  covenant 
to  pay  a  certain  sum.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  thought  that  the  leaseholders 
enjoyed  security  under  their  lease,  and 
as  long  as  it  lasted  they  were  bound  to 
pay  the  rent  under  it.     When  the  lease 
fell  in  the  leaseholders  were  entitled  to 
the  status  of  present  tenants;  but  as  long 
as  the  lease  lasted  they  were  not  entitled 
to  revision  of  rent.      It  would  be  the 
duty  of  the  Government,  when  the  ques- 
tion  came   before   them   next   Session, 
carefully  and  anxiously  to  consider  whe- 
ther they  should  assent  to  the  views  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for   Mid    Lothian,   supported    as   they 
were    by   his    great    authority  and  by 
much  independent  reasoning — or  yield 
to  the  blandishments  of  hon.  Members 
opposite.      There  was   a   reason  above 
all  others  why   the    Government  could 
not   undertake   to   consider    this   ques 
tion  this  Session.     Whether  the  lease- 
holders were  included  in  the  Act  of  1881 
or  not,  they  were  not  entitled  to  come 
within  either  Clause  1  or  3  of  the  Bill  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cork.     They  might 
admit  them  as  much  as  they  liked  to  the 
Act  of  1881  ;  but  they  would  not  be  en- 
titled  by  that  admission   to  pay   half- 
rents,  nor  would  they  be  entitled  to  the 
stay  of  execution  under  the  Bill,  because 
the  Bill  related  to  judicial  tenants  whose 
rent  had  been  ascertained  up  to  the  year 
1884.      The  introduction,  therefore,  of 
this  Bill  was,  to  a  certaint  extent,  an 
expedient  to  enable  certain  hon.  Mem- 
bers to  say  that  they  supported  the  Bill 
for  the  inclusion  of  leaseholders  which 
the  Government  turned  a  deaf  ear  to. 
There  was  no  case  of  urgency  in   the 
case  of  leaseholders.     He  now  came  to 
what  was  the  real  and  serious  part  of 
the  Bill,  and  that  was  the  part  which 
related   to   the  judicial   tenants   whose 
rents   were    fixed    before    1884.      The 
House  should  bear  in  mind  the  vast  sea 
of  agitation  which  lurked  behind  these 
proposals   if  any  Parliament  could  be 
found   insane   enough   to   grant  them. 
Up  to  December  31,  1884,  the  tenancies 
in  respect  to  which  the  judicial  rents 
had   been    settled    numbered    100,000, 
the  old  rental  of  which  was  £2,886,000, 
and  the  judicial  rents  £2,352,000.     In 
round  numbers  this  was  a  reduction  of 
£600,000.     There   were   two   ways    of 


settling  judicial  rents.  One  was  by  judi- 
cial decrees,  and  the  other  was  by  agree- 
ments between  the   landlord   and  the 
tenant.     Up  to  the  month  of  July  last 
there  were  fixed  altogether  in  Ireland, 
by  way  of  judicial  decrees,  88,000  rents, 
and  the  number  settled   out  of  Court 
was  88,000.     They  had,   therefore,    in 
round  numbers,   176,000  judicial  rents 
fixed  up  to  the  month  of  July  last.  This 
Bill  affected  tenancies  settled  up  to  the 
month  of  December,    1884,   amounting 
to    100,000,    leaving  uncovered  76.000 
tenants  whose   rents  had  been  settled 
since;  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork 
had  boldly  stated  in  his  speech  that  the 
tenants  whose  rents  were  settled  in  lb 85 
had  just  ground   of  complaint  in   the 
rent  imposed  on  them  by  the  Commis- 
sioners, because  of  the  fall  of  prices,  to 
which  the  Commissioners  did  not  give 
full   effect.     He   said  that  the  reason 
why  they  were  not  included  was  that 
they  were  a  comparatively  insignificant 
number.     Was  it  to   be  thought  that 
this  76,000  would  acquiesce  and  enjoy 
the  prospect  of   the  others    obtaining 
what  was  asked  for  them?    The  Bill 
assumed  that  primd  facie  every  tenant  in 
Ireland,  big  or  little,  no  matter  what 
his  valuation,  whose  rent  was  fixed  be- 
fore the  end  of  1884  was  unable  to  pay 
his  rent.     It  assumed  that  primd  faei» 
the  amount  of  reduction  that  ought  to 
be  made  was  50  per  cent.     He  asked 
the  House,  considering  the  inquiry  which 
the  Government  had  granted,  whether 
the  Bill  did  not  prejudge  the  results  of 
the  inquiry  ?    The  effect  of  one  of  the 
clauses  of  this   Bill  would  be  that  a 
landlord  would  be  prevented  from  touch- 
ing the  holding  or  the  stock  of  a  tenant 
who  had  not  paid  his  rent.     The  land- 
lord, therefore,  instead  of  being  a  se- 
cured creditor,  would  become  a  personal 
creditor  only,  and  would  have  to  look 
on  while  the  stock  and  farm  were  sold 
by    other    creditors,    shopkeepers  and 
usurers,  who  so  often  preyed  upon  the 
tenant.     But  the  clause  which  struck 
him  above  all  others  was  that  which 
gave  the  tenant  the  ngbt  of  applying  for 
a  stay  to  the  Court.     This  clause  had  no 
parallel  even  in  any  Bill  hitherto  in- 
troduced   by   hon.  Members  opposite. 
He  did  not  know  whether  hon.  Mem- 
bers had  been  struck  with  the  change 
in  the  language  used  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cork  on  September  3  and  the 
language  of  the  Bill.    On  September  8 
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the  hon.  Member  said  that  power 
should  be  given  to  tenants  whose  rents 
were  fixed  a  year  or  two  ago  to  apply 
for  a  revaluation  on  the  basis  of  prices, 
and  that  the  suspension  of  proceedings 
in  ejectment  ought  to  be  permitted  on 
payment  of  three-fourths  of  the  original 
rent.  Now,  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork 
suggested  that  the  payment  should  be 
one-half  instead  of  three- fourths;  but 
he  had  not  explained  why  he  thought 
fit  to  make  that  change.  The  proposal 
of  the  hon.  Member  on  September  3 
was  that  a  discretionary  power  should  be 
given  to  the  Courts  to  stay  ejectments 
upon  terms ;  but  his  proposal  now  was 
that  the  landlord  should  be  prevented 
from  resorting  to  any  lep:al  process  The 
richest  tenant  in  Ireland,  if  sued  by  his 
landlord,  might  say — **I  am  going  to 
apply  to  the  Land  Court,  although  I 
know  that  it  will  be  a  bogus  application ; 
but  Parliament  says  I  may,  and  until 
my  case  is  determined  I  intend  to  keep 
my  money  in  my  pocket ;  "  and  the  re- 
sult, in  that  case,  would  be  the  extraction 
of  a  compulsory  credit  from'the  landlord, 
who  would  have  to  subsist  as  best  he 
could  on  half-a-year's  rent,  although  the 
Court  might  decide,  when  the  application 
should  be  heard  a  year  or  two  afterwards, 
that  he  was  entitled  to  the  whole  rent. 
This  3rd  clause  offered  a  direct  bribe 
to  every  judicial  tenant  to  goto  Court  and 
apply  for  a  reduction;  and  should  he  fail 
he  would  still,  pending  the  decision,  keep 
half  his  rent  in  his  pocket.  He  would 
calltheattention  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  to  his 
own  Land  Act  of  1881,  which  they  all  re- 
garded as  a  final  settlement  of  the  Irish 
Land  Question,  and  in  which  the  vital 
principle  of  the  non-disturbance  of  judi- 
cial rents  was  laid  down.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  in  introducing  that  measure, 
did  not  attempt  to  support  it  on  the 
ground  that  the  mass  of  Irish  landlords 
were  unjust.  On  the  contrary,  he  re- 
cognized that  they  had  done  their  duty. 
The  Act  gave  the  tenants  the  right  of 
free  sale,  a  right  which  was  not  enjoyed 
by  the  Highland  crofter,  perpetuity  of 
tenure,  and  the  right  to  have  a  fair  rent 
fixed  by  an  independent  tribunal.  The 
landlord  was  not  to  raise  the  fixed  rent 
for  15  years,  and  the  tenant  was  to  be 
held  bound  to  pay  it.  The  landlord's 
remedy  was  to  be  an  ejectment  action 
when  two  8:ale8,  or  a  whole  year's  rent, 
should  be  due.     The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
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man,  when  attacks  were  made  on  the 
fundamental  principles  of  the  Land  Act, 
had  more  than  once  admitted  that  the 
State  had  contracted  very  solemn  obli- 
gations towards  the  landlords,  who  bad 
made  groat  sacrifices,  entitling  them  to 
consideration.  He  should  like  to  know 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  still 
adhered  to  the  view  that  judicial  rents 
stood  in  a  different  and  better  position 
as  compared  with  ordinary  rents  ?  When 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  introducing^ 
the  Government  of  Ireland  Bill  he  stated 
that  there  were  certain  reserved  contracts 
which  would  not  be  under  the  control  of 
the  Irish  Parliament.  The  contracts  in 
question  were  not  specifically  mentioned 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ;  but  they 
would  be  found  in  Section  51  of  the  Land 
Purchase  Bill,  which  showed  the  views 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  at  the  time. 
That  section  set  forth — 

"  Provided  that  this  Act  shall  not,  nor  shall 
any  Act  passed  by  the  Irish  Legislatnre,  impair 
any  obligations  arising  from  contract  or  judi- 
cial decision  under  the  Landlord  and  Tenant 
Act  of  1870,  and  the  Land  Act  of  188 1 »  and 
any  Acts  amending  the  same." 

This  Land  Purchase  Bill,  when  it  was 
before  the  House,  had  received  a  good 
deal  of  discussion ;  but  not  a  single 
Member  below  the  Gangway  oppo- 
site objected  to  this  propo<ted  consecra- 
tion and  stereotyping  of  judicial  rents. 
If  the  Irish  Government  Bill  and  the 
Land  Purchase  Bill  had  passed  into  law 
no  tenant  could  have  wagged  his  little 
finger  against  a  judicial  rent,  and  the 
House  would  have  had  no  power  to 
tamper  with  such  rents.  He  mentioned 
these  matters  to  prove  that  the  idea  that 
the  judicial  rents  were  impossible  rents 
was  not  present  to  the  minds  of  the  Irish 
Party  in  the  month  of  June.  When  did 
the  fall  of  prices  become  impressed  upon 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  and  his  fol- 
lowers ?  According  to  the  statement  of 
hon.  Members,  the  Judicial  Commis- 
sioners were  not  aware  of  the  fact  until 
the  other  day ;  and  actually  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork,  and  three-fourths  of 
the  Irish  people,  were  ignorant  of  the 
fact  of  the  crisis  until  the  8th  of  June 
last.  Nothing  was  heard  of  the  im- 
possibility of  paying  rents  until  June  8, 
and  from  that  time  the  cry  had  been 
pretty  constant.  He  was  very  sorry  for 
the  fall  in  price3,  which,  in  many  cases, 
had  seriously  affected  Irish  farmers ;  but 
he  could  not  forget  that  the  assertion 
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that  the  payment  of  rent  was  impossible 
had  been  made  before  now,  and  in  years 
exceptionally  prosperous.     In  1883  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cork  introduced  a  Bill 
with  the  object  of  amending  the  Land 
Act  of   1881.      He  then  said  that  the 
rents  fixed  in  188 1  were  impossible  rents. 
Hents  were  always  impossible  with  the 
hon.   Member  for  Cork ;   and  yet  the 
strange  thing  was  that  the  tenants  lived 
and  thrived  under  these  impossible  rents. 
As  to  the  Arrears  Act,  that  was  an  Act 
which  was  introduced  under  very  excep- 
tional circumstances.      The  right  hon. 
Gentleman    opposite   would    remember 
that  in  1880  a  Bill  was  introduced  into 
Parliament  by  his  Government,  called 
the  Compensation  for  Disturbance  Bill. 
[Mr.  Gladstone:    Hear,   hear!]      He 
was  glad  to  hear  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man cheer  that,  because  that  was  a  Bill 
the  very  principle  of  which  was  abso- 
lutely inconsistent  with  the  Bill  before 
the  House.      That  Bill,  though  intro- 
duced at  a  time  of  great  distress,  after  a 
year  of  famine,   only  provided  that  in 
the    case    of    a    landlord   resorting  to 
legal  remedies  the  tenant  should  be  en- 
titled to  compensation  for  disturbance. 
But  that  Bill  gave  no  power  of  abating 
rents  or  staying  proceedings.     In  1882, 
after  the  Land  Act  was   passed,  there 
was  still  a  vast  burden  of  arrears  hang- 
ing round  the   necks  of   the  tenants; 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  whether 
wisely  or  not,  at  all  events  generously, 
introduced    the   Arrears   Act   of    1882. 
At  that  time  it  was  a  moot  point  whe- 
ther the  operation  of  that  Act  should 
be    eflfected    by    voluntary    action,    or 
whether  it  should  be  made  compulsory. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman    then    said 
that  if  the  method  of  compulsion  were 
adopted  it  would  involve  something  in 
the  nature  of  a  gift,  and   accordingly 
the  State  stepped  in  and  gave  a  large 
gift  to  the  landlords.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  felt  it  to  be  his  duty,  in  in- 
troducing that  Bill,  to  fence   it  round 
with   the    most  elaborate    precautions. 
In  the  first  place,  the  Act  was  limited 
expressly  and  in  terms  to  the  tenant 
who  was  paying  for  his  one  holding  not 
over  £30   a-year.     In   other  words,  it 
was  intended  to  benefit  the  poorer  ten- 
ants,   and    not    the  rich  farmers    and 
graziers.     The  tenants,  too,  had  to  pay 
one  entire  year's  rent  down,  and  he  was 
surprised  to  hear  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork  say  that  under  the  Arrears  Act  it 


was  sufficient  for  the  tenant  to  pay  one- 
third.  As  a  matter  of  fact  there  were 
hardly  any  arrears  due  on  the  judicial 
rents ;  and  what  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork  sought  to  do  with  regard  to  judi- 
cial rents  was  to  take  half  the  money 
for  this  3'ear  and  half  for  the  year  1887. 
In  addition  to  the  precautions  he  had 
mentioned,  the  State  recognized  that 
the  Arrears  Act  was  legislation  of  an 
exceptional  and  startling  character,  and 
undertook  to  pay  one-half  of  the  arrears 
due  to  the  landlord,  not  exceeding  one 
year's  rent,  and  in  that  respect  a  very 
large  sum  was  paid  to  the  landlord. 
But  the  distinction  to  which  he  would 
draw  attention  was  that  that  Act  dis- 
tinctly gave  the  landlord  certain  rights. 
It  limited  the  period  within  which  the 
application  could  be  made ;  it  declared 
that  the  landlord  should  have  a  charge 
on  the  goodwill  of  the  farm ;  and,  above 
all,  the  Act  did  not  apply  to  judicial 
rents.  He  ventured  to  think  that  the 
Bill  before  the  House  differed  in  all 
essential  particulars  from  the  legislation 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite. 
What,  then,  was  the  solid  basis  of  fact 
upon  which  it  was  sought  to  justify  pro- 

Eosals  the  like  of  which  had  never  been 
eard  in  the  British  House  of  Com- 
mons ?  It  was  said  that  the  facts  showed 
that  there  was  an  absolute  inability  on 
the  part  of  the  tenants  to  pay  the  rents 
imposed  up  to  the  year  1884.  As  to 
that,  he  did  not  find  that  any  distinct  or 
cogent  evidence  had  been  offered  by 
hon.  Members  opposite  below  the  Gang- 
way. Beyond  ail  doubt  Ireland  had 
been  increasing  in  prosperity,  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  had  said 
when  introducing  his  Land  Act  of  1881, 
unless  the  increase  of  deposits  in  savings 
banks,  the  consumption  of  intoxicating 
liquors,  and  the  sales  of  tenant  right 
were  to  be  laughed  out  of  the  House. 
One  of  the  arguments  in  favour  of  the 
increasing  prosperity  of  Ireland  relied 
on  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site was  the  decline  of  the  smaller  ten- 
ants and  the  growth  of  a  more  solvent 
and  responsible  body  of  occupiers.  Be- 
tween 1841  and  1881  the  class  of  tenants 
holding  from  one  to  five  acres  had 
diminished  in  a  remarkable  deg^e,  and 
the  number  of  tenants  holding  from 
five  to  15  acres  had  also  diminished. 
But  the  number  of  those  holding  from 
15  to  30  acres  had  increased  70  per  cent, 
and  those  holding  from  30  acres  and 
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upwards  had  increased  200  per  cent. 
But  it  was  said  that  between  1884  and 

1885  there  had  been  a  g^reat  change; 
that  there  had  been  a  fall  in  prices  in 

1886  ;  yet  there  were  more  holdings  in 
1885  than  in  1884,  which  showed  that 
there  was  no  great  press  of  evictions, 
and  there  was  more  land  under  cultiva- 
tion in  1886  than  in  1885.  Did  that 
show  that  capital  was  lost  and  extin- 
guished, and  that  tenants  were  crushed 
by  rapacious  landlords  ?  One  of  the 
proofs  of  a  progressive  tenantry  was  the 
increase  of  tenants  with  large  holdings. 
Again,  there  was  a  very  important  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  stock  on  the 
farms  in  1885  and  1886,  as  appeared 
from  the  statistics  laid  before  the 
House.  In  1885,  too,  the  crops  were  un- 
doubtedly good,  and  in  1886  they  were 
above  the  average.  But  the  House 
might  be  told  that  there  was  great  dan- 
ger in  agricultural  figures,  unless  they 
were  very  carefully  considered.  The 
hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat  down 
complained  that  the  Land  Commis- 
sioners who  fixed  the  rents  did  not  dis- 
charge their  duty  properly,  because  in 
1882  prices  were  exceptionally  good, 
and  that  they  had  been  largely  in- 
fluenced by  that  fact  in  fixing  the  rents. 
It  was,  no  doubt,  a  dangerous  thing  to 
fix  rents  by  prices,  because  rents  were 
often  high  when  prices  were  low.  But 
in  the  very  year  mentioned  by  the  hon. 
Member,  the  year  1882,  he  found  from 
ThonC%  Almanack^  an  authority  upon 
which  all  Irishmen  relied,  that  the  value 
of  crops  per  aero  was  only  £5  12«.,  as 
against  £6  4*.  in  1884.  The  Commis- 
sioners in  fixing  judicial  rent  were,  it 
must  be  assumed,  not  noodles,  but  men 
fairly  competent  for  their  work,  and  in 
fixing  the  rout  of  any  holding  they 
would  have  regard  to  the  crop  as  well 
as  to  the  prices  which  prevailed.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Cork  had  quoted 
figures  with  regard  to  the  reductions 
that  had  been  made ;  but  the  statistics 
scarcely  supported  his  view.  The  fact 
was  that  from  1881  to  1882  the  judicial 
rents  fixed  were  10-2  per  cent  over  the 
Poor  Law  valuation,  in  1884  to  1885 
they  were  8  per  cent  over  the  Poor  Law 
valuation.  In  May,  1886,  they  were  8 
per  cent  over  the  Poor  Law  valuation, 
and  in  June,  1886,  10  per  cent  under. 
This  difference  between  rents  fixed  in 
May  and  those  fixed  in  June  did  not  re- 
flect upon  the  capacity  of  the  Gommis- 

Mr,  Oihson 


sioners,  but  showed  that  there  must 
have  been  considerable  irregularity  and 
variety  in  the  class  of  holdings  that  had 
to  be  valued.  In  The  Times  of  that 
morning  there  appeared  a  statement  as 
to  the  amount  of  reductions  made  in  the 
judicial  rents  in  each  year  since  18ttl. 
In  1882  the  average  reduction  was  20 
per  cent,  and  down  to  the  autumn  of 
1885  18  per  cent.  In  October,  1885,  it 
went  up  to  21  per  cent,  and  it  had  since 
gone  on  to  22  per  cent,  and  this  year  to 
27,  and  in  one  case  to  29  per  cent.  In 
the  Civil  Bill  Court,  however,  before  a 
Judge  who  sat  alone,  the  redactions 
were  much  smaller.  But  he  desired  to 
call  the  special  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  fact  that  the  difference  in  the 
proportion  of  reduction  between  the 
earlier  and  the  later  years  was  in  round 
figures  only  about  7  per  cent ;  and  be- 
cause there  was  this  difference  the 
House  was  af>ked  to  decree  that  the 
tenants  of  Ireland,  who  had  already 
received  a  reduction  averaging  20  per 
cent,  were  entitled  to  further  reduction 
of  50  per  cent.  The  views  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  were  extravagant,  and 
the  figures  which  he  gave  the  House 
were  not  of  a  very  accurate  character. 
For  instance,  he  omitted  entirely  to 
mention  the  fact  that  the  price  of  wool 
had  risen  60  per  cent.  Sometimes  the 
hon.  Member  stopped  at  1884,  and  gave 
no  information  as  to  the  prices  for  1 885. 
Another  argument  relied  upon  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cork  was  that  of  the 
**  inherent  vice  "  of  the  landlords.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian,  however,  in  one  of  his 
speeches  on  the  Land  Bill  of  1881,  said 
that  the  Irish  landlords  had  been  on 
their  trial,  but  that  as  a  class  they  were 
found  free  from  blame.  What  more 
than  this  could  be  said  of  any  class? 
No  doubt  there  were  black  sheep 
amongst  the  landlords  of  Ireland.  There 
were  black  sheep  in  England.  There 
were  black  sheep  in  every  country,  and 
even  in  every  House  of  Assembly  in  the 
world.  The  right  hon.  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  had  protested  against  im- 
puting to  the  Irish  a  double  dose  of 
original  sin.  Were  not  the  Irish  land- 
lords to  be  included  among  the  Iriah  t 
It  would  be  grossly  unfair  to  pass  this 
sweeping,  and,  to  many,  ruiooas  and 
exterminating  measure  because  there 
might  be  some  landlords  who  ezeretaed 
their  rights  without  moderation.    Iriah 
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landlords  were  not  fools,,  and  they  did 
not  unnecessarily  resort  to  eyictions — if 
it  could  be  avoided  it  was  avoided — for 
its  effect  in  most  cases  was  to  leave  the' 
land  on  the  landlord's  hands  to  be 
garrisoned  at  considerable  expense.  An 
hon.  Member  had  some  time  ago  re- 
ferred to  the  ''wholesale  evictions"  on 
Lord  Kenmare's  estate ;  but  on  the  1st 
of  September  there  appeared  a  letter  in 
The  Times  from  Lord  Kenmare's  legal 
advisers  in  this  country  in  which  it  was 
stated  that  there  had  only  been  15  ten- 
ants permanently  evicted  on  the  estate 
during  the  last  seven  years,  which,  on 
an  average,  was  one  tenant  a  year  in 
every  700 ;  and  each  of  the  evicted  ten- 
ants had  had  the  offer  of  being  rein- 
stated, or  of  selling  his  holding  for  his 
own  benefit  if  ho  paid  half-a-year's 
rent. 

Me.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland)  :  I  never  mentioned  Lord 
Kenmare's  name. 

Mr.  E.  HARRINGTON  (Kerry,  W.): 
I  beg  to  say  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  tiiat  the  letter  is  a  tissue  of 
falsehoods. 

Mr.  GIBSON  said,  the  letter  was 
signed  by  the  legal  representatives  of 
Lord  Kenmare,  and  had  not  been  con- 
tradicted, as  far  as  he  was  aware.  The 
fears  as  to  an  avalanche  of  evictions 
were  baseless.  In  considering  the  sta- 
tistics of  evictions,  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  there  were  565,000  tenants, 
holding  one  acre  and  upwards,  in  Ire- 
land. The  Eviction  Returns  were,  of 
course,  documents  of  high  authority; 
but  they  must  be  read  with  these  points 
borne  in  mind — namely,  that  they  did 
not  indicate  whether  the  eviction  was  for 
non-payment  of  rent  or  some  other  cause, 
nor  did  they  show  if  the  tenant  was  subse- 
quently re-admitted  as  a  caretaker,  nor 
whether  the  eviction  was  that  of  a  judi- 
cial tenant.  As  far  as  his  knowledge 
went  judicial  tenants  were  very  seldom 
evicted ;  and,  therefore,  for  anything  that 
the  Returns  showed  to  the  contrary,  the 
evictions  in  these  Returns  might  not  in- 
clude a  single  case  of  a  judicial  tenant. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Cork  had  said 
that  the  small  number  of  evictions  in 
1885-6  was,  in  the  last  quarter  of  1885, 
owing  to  the  benignant  attitude  of  Lord 
Carnarvon,  and  in  the  first  part  of 
1886  to  the  similar  attitude  of  the  late 
Chief  Secretary.  He  observed,  howeveri 
that    without  exception   the   nombeni 


of  evictions  varied  steadily  with  the 
seasons.  The  number  in  the  Maroh 
quarter  was  small,  and*  the  Decem- 
ber quarter  had  the  smallest  num- 
ber of  the  year.  The  figures  he  had 
appeared  to  vary  from  those  given  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cork.  He  found 
that  in  the  year  1882  there  was  a  very 
larfl;e  number  of  evictions,  6,201  alto- 
geuer;  but  from  that  number  there 
was  a  very  large  deduction  to  be  made, 
because  2,831  persons  were  restored  as 
caretakers  and  198  as  tenants.  In  1883 
there  were  3,640  evictions,  but  236  were 
restored  as  tenants,  and  1,507  were  re- 
stored as  caretakers.  Li  1884  there 
were  4,188  evictions;  1,760  were  re- 
stored as  caretakers,  and  229  as  tenants. 
In  1885  there  were  3,127  evictions; 
1,540  were  restored  as  caretakers,  and 
120  as  tenants.  Li  the  first  quarter  of 
1886  the  figures  were  rather  remark- 
able; 698  were  evicted,  388  were  re- 
stored as  caretakers,  and  20  as  tenants. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Cork  had  com- 
plimented the  Lord  Lieutenant  then  in 
Office  on  the  smali  number  of  evictions 
during  that  period;  but  it  would  be 
found  that  his  Plredeoessor  in  1885  had 
a  very  similar  record — namely,  720 
evictions,  46  restorations,  and  326  who 
were  reetored  as  caretakers.  The  House 
would  be  surprised  to  learn  that  those 
were  the  nOmutl  figures  in  every  one  of 
the  oorrespondine  quarters  of  former 
years.  The  number  of  evictions  was 
always  comparatively  large  in  the  June 
quarter.  In  that  quarter  of  1882  the 
number  of  ejectments  was  1,732,  in  1883 
it  was  1,247,  in  1884  it  was  1,358,  and 
in  1885  it  was  1,326,  and  that  gave  a 
larger  number  than  for  the  summer 
quarter  of  the  present  year.  He  thought 
in  the  face  of  the  figi^es  which  he  had 

S'ven  it  could  not  be  said  that  the  Irish 
adlords  were  oppressors;  nor  did  he 
think  the  House  would  believe  that  they 
were  such  fools  as  to  put  in  operation 
wholesale  evictions,  which  would  be 
their  own  ruio.  The  House  should 
consider,  before  it  gave  its  sanctum  to 
such  legislation  as  was  proposed^  that 
under  the  present  law  nojudunal  taiant 
could  be  evicted  nnless  he  owed  a  whole 
year's  root,  and  that  then  ho  was  en- 
titled to  six  oaleodar  months  more  from 
the  time  that  ho  was  disposaesaed  in  order 
to  redeem  hk  holding.  The  Oonii^ 
Oonrtrale  whidi  had  been  manticned 
also  gavo  m/nnjwUm  dleswitiiwi  to  tiio 
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Judges  in  those  Courts  whose  jurisdic* 
tiou  was  sufficient  to  embrace  the  cases 
of  all  the  poorer  class  of  tenants.  He 
thought  the  Bill,  if  passed,  must  act  as 
a  wholesale  invitation  to  all  the  tenants 
of  Ireland,  rich  or  poor,  to  come  into 
Court  to  have  their  rents  reduced,  and  get 
thereby  a  half-year's  credit  until  their 
claims  were  disposed  of.  It  was  simply 
nonsense  to  say  that  all  those  oases  could 
be  determined  in  four  months.  It  had 
taken  two  years  to  settle  the  rents  for  the 
tenants  in  the  Bill,  and  how  many  years 
would  it  take  to  settle  this  question  of 
abatement  ?  Under  the  arrears  Act  of 
1882  there  was  no  real  litigation,  for 
landlord  and  tenant  made  common  cause ; 
but  the  present  Bill,  if  passed,  would 
initiate  litigation  more  angry  and  pro- 
longed than  even  that  under  the  Land 
Act  of  1881,  which  had  been  described 
as  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  ever 
bestowed  on  the  Legal  Profession  in 
Ireland.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  gave  en- 
couragement to  this  Bill  it  would  be 
sealing  the  condemnation  of  his  own 
Land  Act,  which  he  had  regarded  and 
brought  forward  as  the  final  settlement 
of  the  Land  Question  in  Ireland.  The 
pivot  of  the  Land  Act  of  1881  was  the 
judicial  rent  fixed  for  15  years,  which 
could  not  be  raised  by  the  landlord  in 
ffood  years,  but  which  protected  him  from 
loss  in  bad  ones ;  and  if  that  were  re- 
moved the  whole  fabric  of  that  Act  must 
perish.  The  effect  of  the  proposed  legis- 
lation would  be  to  weaken  the  self-re- 
liance and  the  exertions  of  the  tenant, 
and  to  induce  him  to  place  his  trust 
rather  upon  a  possible  reduction  of  rent 
if  he  should  get  behind  in  his  pay- 
ments. It  would  give  a  compulsory 
credit  to  every  tenant  who  chose  to 
come  to  the  Court,  whether  he  was  able 
to  pay  or  not,  until  his  case  was  dis- 
posed of.  The  Bill  very  largely  dif- 
fered in  a  wide  and  startling  degree 
from  the  measure  sketched  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  in  his  speech  during 
the  debate  on  the  reply  to  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne ;  and  yet  no  Member  of 
the  House  was  capable  of  expressing 
himself  more  clearly  than  that  hon. 
Gentleman.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  that  in  1883,  and  though  he  very 
nearly  agreed  with  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman— because  he  made  an  exception 
in  favour  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself — he  thought  that  the  fact  of  the 
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hon.  Member  for  Cork,  who  was  never 
carried  away  by  passion  and  who  was  a 
thorough  master  of  all  that  went  on  in 
Ireland,  bringing  forward  the  proposal 
on  the  3rd  of  September  to  pay  three- 
fourths  of  the  rent,  giving  a  discretionary 
power  to  stay  execution,  and  now  intro- 
ducing such  a  modification  as  they  had 
seen,  showed  that  something  extraor- 
dinary had  occurred  since  then.  He  did 
not  know  for  what  purpose  the  Bill  was 
introduced — ^whether  as  an  implement  of 
agitation  or  to  try  the  faith  of  right  hon. 
Gentlemen,  and  see  how  far  they  were 
prepared  to  follow  the  hon.  Member. 
But  this  he  knew — that  whatever  use  the 
hon.  Member  and  his  Friends  might 
make  of  the  measure  outside,  he  was 
well  assured  it  must  in  this  House  meet 
the  fate  for  which  it  was  admirably 
prepared  in  all  its  provisions — the  fate 
of  decisive  rejection. 

Me.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE  (Edin- 
burgh, Mid  Lothian):  I  am  sorry  to 
find.  Sir,  that  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate, notwithstanding  the  rumours  and 
indications  which  have  appeared  in 
various  quarters,  there  have  been  no 
signs  of  a  tendency  to  approximation  of 
opinion,  or  to  an  amicable  arrangement 
between  the  two  sides  of  the  House. 
The  speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  (Mr. 
Gibson),  and  the  speeches  of  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  moved  and  seconded 
the  Amendment,  have  been  in  the  tone 
of  an  absolute  and  uncompromising  op- 
position to  any  measure  whatever  for 
affording  any  relief  whatever  to  any 
portion  of  the  Irish  tenantry  in  the 
actual  circumstances  in  which  we  stand. 
The  question  whether  that  uncompro- 
mising attitude  is  required  and  justified 
by  the  facts  is,  it  appears  to  me,  the 
only  question  which  we  have  to-night  to 
decide  in  determining  what  vote  we 
shall  give  in  regard  to  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Cork  (Mr.  Farnell). 
Now,  Sir,  I  must  venture  to  comment  on 
the  arrangement  under  which  the  de- 
bate has  been  conducted.  I  cannot  be 
wrong  in  supposing  that  that  which  is 
perfectly  regular  and  legitimate — that  the 
selection  of  Gentlemen  to  move  and  to 
second  the  Amendment  which  was  to  be 
fatal  to  the  Bill  was  an  arrangement 
made  by  and  with  the  sanction  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  That  being  so, 
I  cannot  help  being  struck   with  the 
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particular  position  which,  they  occupy 
as  individuals  in  regard  to  this  par- 
ticular subject.  [An  hon.  IdEMBER: 
Question  !]  Question !  This  is  a  ques- 
tion affecting  the  welfare  especially  of 
the  agricultural  body  in  Ireland ;  and 
there  are  in  this  House — notwithstand- 
ing what  is  said  of  the  diminished 
?ower  and  representation  enjoyed  by 
rish  landlords — no  inconsiderable  num- 
ber of  Q-entlemen  who  are  the  Bepre* 
sentatives  of  agricultural  constituencies 
in  Ireland,  and  who  are  strong  and  de- 
termined supporters  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  Then,  Sir,  I  am  led  to 
ask  myself,  and  I  hope  a  reply  will  be 
given  to  the  question — How  and  why  is 
it  that  no  Bepresentative  of  those  agri- 
cultural constituencies  in  Ireland  has 
been  found  ready  to  come  forward  and 
to  move  the  rejection  of  this  Bill  ?  If 
ever  there  was  a  subject  which  called 
for  the  exertion  of  the  energies  and  the 
talents  of  the  county  Members  sitting  in 
this  House,  and  sitting  for  Ireland  as 
Irish  Hepresentatives  in  this  House, 
this  is  the  subject  and  the  occasion. 
But  the  Amendment  has  been  moved  by 
an  hon.  Gentleman  perfectly  qualified 
for  the  task  by  every  personal  gift,  but 
who,  it  appears  to  me,  is  by  no  means 
qualified  by  the  fact  that  he  sits  in  this 
House  as  the  Eepresentative  of  an  Eng- 
lish borough.  Not  less  remarkable  is 
the  choice  of  the  Seconder.  The  Seconder 
has  the  misfortune,  as  I  understand  and 
believe,  of  not  being  an  Irishman  at  all. 

The  CHANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Kandolph  Churchill) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  I  beg  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  pardon.  My  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  C.  Lewis)  is  an  Irishman. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAECOUET 
(Derby) :  The  noble  Lord  says  the  hon. 
Member  is  an  Irishman. 

Mr.  W.  E.  (3FLADST0NE :  Well,  I 
have  not  seen  his  baptismal  certificate ; 
but  I  maintain  and  believe  that  in  the 
case  of  so  distinguished  a  Gentleman  I 
cannot  possibly  be  wrong,  and  that  he 
is  a  person  born  on  this  side  of  the 
Channel.  It  is  true  that  he  is  an  Irish 
Member  ;  but  he  does  not  sit  for  an  Irish 
constituency,  and  it  is  impossible  we 
should  not  ask  why  is  it  that,  in  order 
to  move  the  rejection  of  this  Bill,  a 
choice  was  not  made  of  two,  or  at  least 
of  one  Gentleman  representing  Irish 
agricultural  constituencies?  [6Vm«  of 
•Oh!"]      Gentlemen    opposite    think 


that  question  very  ridiculous.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  pertinent  and  appro- 
priate.  I  will  venture  to  give  a  reason, 
which,  in  the  absence  of  other  reasons 
coming  from  quarters  of  great  autho- 
rity, will,  I  think,  find  acceptance  with 
some  portions  of  this  House.  I  think 
the  Motion  for  the  rejection  of  the  Bill, 
and  for  refusing  all  relief  to  all  persons 
affected  by  it,  has  been  made  by  Gen- 
tlemen unconnected  with  agricultural 
constituencies  in  Ireland — ["  No  no!  "] 
— for  the  plain  and  simple  reason  that 
no  Member  representing  such  an  agri- 
cultural constituency  in  Ireland,  how- 
ever firm  and  fervent  he  might  be  in  his 
allegiance  to  the  Government,  could  be 
found  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
Motion.  [**  Oh,  oh  !  "1  My  reason,  at 
any  rate,  holds  the  field  for  the  present, 
and  if  I  am  wrong  the  Gentlemen  to 
whom  I  refer  will  have  ample  oppor- 
tunity for  recommending  themselves  to 
the  favour  of  their  constituencies  by 
boldly  coming  forward  in  the  course  of 
this  debate  and  denouncing  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Bill  and  maintaining  that 
no  case  exists  for  it.  Sir,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Solicitor  General 
for  Ireland  was  pleased,  very  cour- 
teously, to  refer  to  me  more  than  once 
in  the  course  of  his  speech.  Among 
other  references  to  me  he  stated,  I  be- 
lieve with  perfect  accuracy,  that  in  1881, 
in  introducing  the  Land  Bill  to  this 
House,  I  stated  that  the  Irish  landlords 
had  been  upon  their  trial,  and  had  not 
been  found  guilty,  or  words  to  that 
effect.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
is,  I  believe,  quite  accurate  in  his  re- 
ference. I  spoke  on  the  best  evidence 
in  my  possession — namely,  the  evidence 
of  an  important  Commission  which  in- 
quired into  the  condition  of  land  in 
Ireland  at  the  close  of  1880  and  the 
commencement  of  1881.  I  must  con- 
fess that  the  very  large  number  of  ap- 
plications for  judicial  rents,  and  the 
proof  which  I  must  presume  to  have 
been  afforded  in  those  cases  that  the 
existing  rents  were  beyond  fair  rents, 
somewhat  disappointed  me,  and  in  some 
degree  modified  the  declaration  I  had 
previously  made  ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
I  am  very  far  indeed  from  founding  the 
vote  I  intend  to  give  on  this  Bill  on  any 
general  charge  against  the  landlords.  I 
will  state  more  specifically  the  grounds 
of  that  vote  by-and-bye ;  but  1  find  it 
no  part  of  my  duty,  and  no  matter  of 
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accusation  against  them,  to  enter  into 
any  reasoning  connected  with  their  pro- 
ceedings in  any  particular.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  states  that  the 
judicial  rents  are  in  a  different  position 
from  other  rents  in  the  view  of  Parlia- 
ment. Well,  Sir,  that  is  one  of  the 
propositions  which  it  appears  to  me  to 
be  very  difficult  to  handle  with  a  careful 
application  of  it  to  principles.  No 
doubt,  they  are  in  a  different  position  in 
respect  of  certain  particular  enactments 
which  apply  to  them.  For  example, 
the  15  years'  term  of  judicial  rent  has 
nothing  more  nearly  analogous  to  it  in 
the  case  of  ordinary  rent  than  an  ar- 
rangement which  can  be  made  under  a 
lease.  There  are  specific  differences 
between  judicial  rents  and  other  rents, 
and  certainly  I  am  prepared  to  contest 
the  proposition  that  judicial  rents  are 
covered  with  a  general  sacredness  that 
does  not  apply  to  ordinary  contracts  in 
relation  to  rent.  ["  Oh,  oh  !  '*")  A  pro- 
position of  that  kind,  which  need  not 
necessarily  be  argued  now,  has,  in  my 
opinion,  led  to  very  erroneous  and  ques- 
tionable views  with  regard  to  the  posi- 
tion of  the  two  orders  of  landloros  in 
Ireland — those  whose  tenants  have  ap- 
pealed against  them,  and  who  have 
more  or  less  succeeded  in  their  appeals, 
and  those  who  have  presumably  found 
no  occasion  to  make  any  such  appeal. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  says — 
and  I  believe  with  truth — that  the  Com- 
pensation for  Disturbance  Bill,  which 
we  introduced  in  1880,  and  the  deplor- 
able rejection  of  which  by  the  House  of 
Lords  has  been  the  source  of  many  of 
our  subsequent  difficulties,  did  not  pro- 
vide for  an  abatement  of  rent.  Sir, 
that  is  perfectly  true — I  believe  it  to  be 
true  according  to  my  recollection;  but 
it  provided  for  the  payment  on  account 
of  disturbance  in  the  very  case  where 
that  payment  on  account  of  disturbance 
had  been  included  in  the  law  of  1870.  I 
will  venture  to  put  it  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  that  the  question  as 
to  the  mode  of  relief  to  be  afforded  to 
the  tenant  is  totally  different  from  the 
question  whether  any  case  has  arisen  for 
affording  some  relief  to  the  tenant  in 
the  circumstances  in  which  he  is  now 
placed.  It  is  conceivable  that  you  may 
simply  arrest  judicial  proceedings,  take 
no  other  step  whatever,  wait  for  the 
result  of  your  inquiry,  and  then  for  the 
legislation  that  may  follow.     It  is  quite 
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conceivable,  and,  as  I  think,  preferable, 
that,  in  addition  to  the  arrest  of  pro- 
ceedings,  some   proposal  on   the  prin- 
ciple   of   the    hon.   Member  for  Cork 
should  be  adopted  ;  and  it  has  indeed,  I 
think,  been  distinctly  and  justly  stated 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that 
the  matter  should  not  be  allowed  to  hang 
over,  but  that  an   immediate  decision 
should  be  come  to  as  to  what  amount  of 
temporary  abatement  should  be  made, 
or  it  is  perfectly  possible  that  you  might 
give  relief  in  the  form  of  compensation 
for  disturbance.      But  these   are  only 
questions  of  difference  in  form ;  the  sub- 
stantial question  is,  whether  a  case  for  re- 
lief to  any  portion  of  the  tenantry  of  Ire- 
land has  in  any  form  arisen,  or  whether 
it  has  not.   The  hon.  Member  who  moved 
and  the  hon.  Member  who  seconded  the 
Amendment  assert  that  there  is  no  case 
for  relief  in  any  form  to  any  portion  of 
the  tenants  in  Ireland,  and  that  is  the 
question  on  which  I  think  the  judg- 
ment of  the  House  will  have  to   be 
taken.     Now,  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman also  observed,  and  again,  I  be- 
lieve, with  truth,  that  the  Arrears  Bill 
was  limited — and  the  same    assertion 
might  have  been  made  as  to  the  Com- 
pensation for  Disturbance  Bill  of  1880 
— to  holdings  under  a  certain  figure. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  ap- 
peared to  me  to  attach  great  importance 
to  that  distinction,  and  I  am  not  surprised 
that  he  should  have  attached  importance 
to  it.   Undoubtedly,  we  attached  import- 
ance toitinthecaseof  the  ArrearsBill,  and 
in  the  case  of  the  Compensation  for  Dis- 
turbance Bill.    But  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  in  this  portion  of  his  speech, 
and  I  think  in  many  other  portions  of 
his  speech,  completely  forgot  the  posi- 
tion in  which  he  has  himself  been  placed 
by  the  act  of  the  Government  to  which 
he  belongs.     The  Government  are  those 
who  have  appointed  a  tribunal  to  inquire 
whether  the  judicial  rents  are  too  high 
or  not.     If  it  is  so  important  to  draw  a 
distinction  between  rents  under  £30  and 
rents  over  £30,  why  has  not  that  dis- 
tinction   been   drawn    in    the    instruc- 
tions to  the  Commissioners?    The  Go- 
vernment have  admitted  that  rents  of  all 
amounts  are  fit  subjects  for  inquiry ;  but 
how  can  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man expect  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork 
to  be  the  person  to  introduce  that  dis- 
tinction, and  to  exclude  from  the  opera- 
tion of  his  Bill  a  portion  of  those  whose 
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case  the  Government  tbemselTes,  by  a 
solemn  act,  have  declared  to  call  for 
and  require  attention?  I  feel  a  great 
obligation  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman for  all  that  he  said  about  the 
Land  Act  of  1 881.  He  says,  with  great 
truth,  that  in  approaching  that  subject 
I  did  so  with  a  sense,  if  not  of  reverence, 
yet,  at  any  rate,  of  awe  and  of  difficulty, 
and  of  oppression  ;  that  it  was  one  of 
the  most  difficult  subjects,  one  of  the  most 
arduous  and  complicated  subjects,  with 
which  any  Gentleman  in  this  House  could 
possibly  be  called  upon  in  a  responsible 
manner  to  deal ;  and  that  I  looked  upon 
the  enactments  in  that  measure  as  enact- 
ments that  ought  not,  excepting  under 
the  most  clear  and  evident  considerations 
of  necessity,  to  be  disturbed.  I  hoped 
it  contained  the  elements  of  a  permanent 
settlement  in  Ireland,  as  far  as  that 
settlement,  generally  speaking,  could  be 
effected  under  any  legislative  arrange- 
ment between  landlord  and  tenant.  And, 
Sir,  that  is  perfectly  true.  But  who  are 
they  who  disappointed  me  ?  Who  are 
they  who  have  called  the  Land  Act  in 
question?  They  are  those  who  have 
recommended  Her  Majesty  to  appoint  a 
Commission.  [^Laughter.']  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith),  strong  in 
his  24  hours'  experience,  laughs  at  the 
observation  which  I  make.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  applied  as  many 
years,  as  he  has  applied  hours,  to  the 
investigation  of  Irish  matters,  he  might 
have  known  a  little  more  of  the  subject. 
We  provided,  in  the  Act  of  1881, 
arrangements  made  with  great  difficulty, 
made  under  circumstances  extremely 
arduous,  due  in  many  respects  to 
the  special  case  of  Ireland,  due  in 
some  respects  to  that  rash  act  of 
the  House  of  Lords  to  which  I  have 
already  referred,  and  we  hoped  that 
those  arrangements  would  be  solid 
and  undisturbed.  At  any  rate,  we  re- 
spected those  arrangements  ourselves. 
In  the  important  propositions  made  this 
year  we  avoided  raising  any  question 
with  respect  to  the  basis  upon  which  rents 
have  been  fixed  in  Ireland.  The  pre- 
sent Government,  in  what  I  thought 
must  have  been  humorously  called  by 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  a  **  sober  policy,"  have 
re-opened  in  all  its  breadth  this  question 
of  judicial  rents.  I  am  not  at  all  sure 
whether  they  are  conscious  of  the  vast 


importance  of  the  step  that  they  have 
taken.  Last  year  they  took  a  step  of 
vast  consequence  with  respect  to  coercive 
or  repressive  legislation  without  fully, 
as  it  appeared  to  us  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  comprehending  the  nature  and 
the  consequences  of  that  action.  I  am 
afraid  that  there  has  been  somewhat 
similar  haste  and  want  of  full  investiga- 
tion in  the  proposition  now  made  by 
Her  Majesty's  Gt)vernment  to  inquire 
whether  the  rents  fixed  in  Ireland  under 
the  Act  of  1881  are  rents  which  can  or 
cannot  be  paid.  But  my  present  purpose 
is  only  to  reply  to  the  query  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman.  He  says — 
**When  did  you  become  conscious  of 
the  inability  to  pay  rent?  When  was 
this  inability  to  pay  rent  first  thought 
of?"  Sir,  I  will  answer  the  question. 
It  was  first  thought  of  when  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  determined  to  advise 
the  Queen  to  issue  a  Commission  which 
was  to  inquire  into  three  points.  [^ 
laughJ]  I  may  be  permitted  to  observe 
that  laughter  from  a  Cabinet  Minister 
is  not  argument,  and  perhaps  it  is  the 
best  proof  of  the  truth  of  my  argument. 
Perhaps,  however,  manners  are  not  a 
proper  matter  for  discussion.  One  of 
the  three  points  is  to  inquire  whether, 
by  an  exceptional  fall  in  the  price  of 
produce,  the  capacity  or  incapacity  to 
pay  rent  has  been  affected  ?  I  know 
nothing  of  the  interior  of  the  minds  of 
other  men ;  but,  as  far  as  the  public  is 
ooncemed,  my  answer  to  the  non.  and 
learned  Gentleman  is  that  the  first  mo- 
ment—the first  time — the  time  of  the 
birth  of  this  great  idea  of  resettling  and 
reconsidering  Irish  rents,  was  the  time 
when  Her  Maiesty's  Government  de- 
termined to  advise  the  issue  of  a  Boyal 
Commission.  Sir,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  moved  the  Amendment,  which 
amounts  to  the  rejection  of  this  Bill, 
founded  himself  very  much  on  the  pro- 
poisition  that  it  was  impossible  for  the 
Courts  of  Justice  to  distinguish  between 
those  who  cannot  pay  the  rent  and  those 
who  will  not  pay  the  rent.  It  is  quite 
plain  to  me  that  it  is  too  late  to  urge 
that  argument  in  Parliament,  which  has 
more  than  once  recognized  the  practica- 
bility of  drawing  and  acting  upon  such 
a  distinction.  The  Compensation  for 
Disturbance  Bill,  which  was  passed  in 
1880  by  this  House,  was  entirely  founded 
upon  the  proof  of  inability  to  pay  rent ; 
and  not  only  so,  but  upon  the  proof  of 
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inability  to  pay  rent  defined  by  a  minute 
and  careful  reference  to  the  cause  which 
had  produced  the  inability.  In  the 
Arrears  Act,  which  passed  into  law,  and 
which  became  the  foundation  of  extreme 
and  costly  transactions,  the  inability  to 
pay  rent  judicially  proved  was  the  basis 
of  the  entire  proceeding.  Therefore,  it 
is  impossible  to  accept  the  doctrine  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  as  to  the  impossi- 
bility of  doing  that  which  it  was  deemed 
possible  to  do  on  former  occasions,  and 
which  we  have  done  on  the  great  occa- 
sion of  the  Arrears  Act.  It  can  hardly 
be  held  now  that  there  is  no  reason  why 
there  should  be  a  reference  to  a  Court 
of  Justice,  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
relief  to  those  who  are  unable  to 
pay  rent.  The  hon.  Gentleman,  again, 
when  he  made  use  of  that  argument, 
suggested  to  me  what  I  confess  ap- 
peared to  be  the  purport  of  the  great 
bulk  of  his  speech.  Three-fourths  of 
his  speech,  at  least,  and  a  large  portion 
of  the  speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down,  are 
in  the  nature  of  a  distinct  and  deliberate 
argument  against  the  appointment  of  a 
Commission,  such  as  Her  Majesty's  Gt)- 
vernment  have  advised,  and  ought  to 
have  led  up  to  a  Motion,  not  for  the  re- 
jection of  this  Bill  merely,  but  for  an 
Address  to  the  Crown,  praying  the  Crown 
not  to  issue  such  a  Commission.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  seemed  also 
to  attach  great  value  to  another  argu- 
ment he  used,  and  which  appeared  to 
me  to  be,  I  will  not  say  of  the  most 
flimsy,  but  of  a  most  narrow  and  inade- 
quate character.  He  said — ''You  are 
assuming  that  there  is  no  other  way  of 
getting  judicial  rents  reduced  than  by  a 
Bill  of  this  nature."  I  answer  there  is 
such  a  way — namely,  by  availing  our- 
selves of  the  provisions  of  the  Purchase 
Act  of  Lord  Ashbourne.  I  want  to  know 
how  many  tenants  there  are  in  Ireland 
who  have  availed  themselves  of  that 
Act?  What  is  the  capital  value  of  the 
Irish  land,  and  how  many  of  those  ten- 
ants, or  how  much  of  that  land,  can  pos- 
sibly obtain  relief  from  the  judicial  rent 
under  the  Act  of  Lord  Ashbourne  ?  If 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  tells  me 
that  the  Act  of  Lord  Ashbourne  is  to  be 
indefinitely  increased  and  extended — 
that  instead  of  having  the  Treasury 
made  the  direct  creditors  of  some  few 
thousands  of  tenants  in  Ireland  we  are 
to  extend  the  Act  to  tens  of  thousands, 
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twenty,  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
tenants — ^I  tell  him  he  is  reckoning 
without  his  host.  Such  an  extension — 
such  a  multiplication  of  the  relations  of 
debtor  and  creditor — in  every  respect, 
economicsdly  and  politically,  most  ob- 
jectionable and  most  dangerous,  will  re- 
ceive the  deliberate  and  determined  op- 
position of  a  large  portion  of  this  House. 
It  is  said,  and  possibly  it  is  true,  that 
some  .may  receive  relief — 1  per.  cent, 
2  per  cent,  or  probably  3  per  cent,  for  I 
do  not  know  how  much  of  the  £5,000,000 
under  Lord  Ashbourne's  Act  actually 
remains  undisposed  of.  I  will  not  con- 
test it ;  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  admit 
that  those  who  may  be  able  to  obtain 
such  relief  can  supply  us  with  a  proper 
measure  of  our  action  on  the  occasion 
that  is  now  before  us.  Sir,  there  was 
another  passage  at  the  end  of  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
which  I  heard  with  some  surprise  and 
regret.  It  appeared  to  be  calculated  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  that  there 
would  be  a  total  abandonment  by  the 
Irish  landlords  of  their  character,  posi- 
tion, and  responsibility  in  that  country 
by  the  handing  over  to  the  tenants  of 
the  whole  property  of  the  soil.  I  know 
not  whether  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber is  at  present  in  his  place ;  I  should 
be  glad  if  he  would  contradict  me,  and 
assure  me  that  I  have  misunderstood 
him.  In  my  opinion,  it  would  be  a 
most  unfortunate  daj^  for  Ireland  that 
should  witness  the  adoption  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  any  measure  contemplating  the 
extirpation  or  extermination  from  the 
country  of  an  entire  class  of  the  com- 
munity. My  wish  is  that  the  Irish  land- 
lords should  remain  in  the  country,  and 
that  they  should  do  their  duty  there. 

Colonel  KING- HARM  AN  (Kent, 
Isle  of  Thanet) :  How  are  they  to  do  it  ? 
You  have  made  it  impossible. 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  I  will  not 
answer  that  disorderly  question  now.  It 
would  only  lead  me  into  a  great  and  un- 
warrantable invasion  of  the  time  of  the 
House,  and  I  think  that  an  interruption 
of  that  kind  should  not  be  encouraged 
by  a  lengthy  notice,  even  if  it  were 
worthy  of  such  notice.  This  I  will  say, 
however — that  we,  at  least,  in  our  ad- 
herence to  the  Act  of  1881,  and  in  the 
measure  which  we  adopted  this  year 
with  respect  to  Irish  landlords,  have 
never  contemplated  and  never  desired 
the  removal  of  the  landlords  from  that 
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country.  It  is  a  step  which  we  believe 
would  be  injurious  to  society  at  large. 
\^  Question !  "]  I  would  remind  the 
Mouse  that  we  are  at  present  engaged 
in  considering  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill ;  and  what  wo  have  to  determine  is 
whether  there  is  a  case  for  legislation 
in  respect  to  what  appears  to  be  its  main 
provision  and  main  purport.  What  is 
called  the  Irish  Question  was  wide 
enough,  as  I  thought,  when  the  late 
Q-overnment  were  in  Office.  It  embraced 
the  subject  of  local  self-government  for 
Ireland,  or  what  is  properly  termed 
Home  Hule,  together  with  the  subject 
of  land  sale  and  purchase.  But  it  has 
now  been  greatly  widened  by  the  re- 
course to  what  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man calls  a  ''sober"  policy.  The  two 
subjects  to  which  I  have  referred  are  in 
all  their  breadth  before  you,  and  you 
will  have  to  encounter  them ;  but  to 
them  you  have  added  two  other  subjects 
of  immense  extent  and  complexity — that 
opened  by  the  public  inquiry  into  public 
works  in  Ireland,  and  the  large  applica- 
tion of  public  funds  to  their  prosecution; 
and  a  subject  greater  still — more  compli- 
cated still — into  which  you  have  found 
your  way,  but  out  of  which  you  will  find 
it  rather  difficult  to  discover  an  exit — 
namely,  the  subject  of  rents  in  Ireland. 
I  am  afraid  I  am  greatly  at  issue  with 
some  of  those  hon.  Gentlemen  whose 
singular  modes  of  expression  I  was 
tempted  for  a  moment  to  notice ;  for,  as 
far  as  I  can  comprehend  the  state  of 
their  minds,  although  it  may  be  pre- 
sumptuous in  me  to  invade  sanctuaries 
of  that  description — as  far  as  I  am  able 
to  comprehend  or  even  to  conjecture — 
their  opinion  is  that  the  issue  of  this 
Commission  to  inquire  respecting  the 
land  and  respecting  the  payment  of  rent 
is  a  matter  of  secondary  importance.  It 
is  a  Commission  which  is  to  examine — 

*'  To  what  extent,  if  any,  and  in  what  parts 
of  Ireland,  the  operation  of  the  Land  Act  of 
1881  is  affected,  whether  by  combination  to  re- 
sist the  enforcement  of  legal  obligations,  or  by 
exceptional  fall  in  the  pnces  of  produce ;  and 
also,  to  inquire  to  what  extent  there  exists  any 
desire  among  tenants  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Land  Purchase  Act  of  1885, 
and  to  report  upon  any  modifications  of  the  law 
which  may  be  necessary." 

Now,  Sir,  on  the  first  and  third  branches 
of  this  inquirj'  I  do  not  purpose  to  make 
any  remark  at  all.  I  remark  only  upon 
that  second  branch  of  the  inquiry,  which 
appears  to  me  to  be  the  most  pregnant 


in  its  consequences  among  the  three, 
and  under  wnich  the  Commissioners  are 
to  examine  what  effect  a  fall  in  prices 
has  had  upon  the  payment  of  rents  under 
the  Land  Act  of  1881.  In  my  opinion, 
the  issue  of  that  Commission  by  the 
Executive  of  the  country  contains  within 
it  both  an  assertion  and  a  promise.  I 
will  not  follow  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork,  or  the  hon.  Member  for  Cambridge 
(Mr.  Penrose  Fitzgerald),  into  their  in- 
quiries, interesting  as  they  were,  with 
respect  to  the  fall  of  prices.  For  my 
part,  personally,  I  take  my  stand  upon 
the  issue  of  that  Commission,  and  on  the 
issue  of  that  Commission  alone,  as  beinff 
made  the  sufficient  and  imperative  ground 
for  a  proceeding  on  the  part  of  Parlia- 
ment, with  a  view  to  afford  relief  to  ten- 
ants in  cases  where,  upon  judicial  exa- 
mination, it  may  be  found  necessary. 
By  the  issue  of  that  Commission  you 
have  asserted  your  conviction,  in  the 
face  of  the  country,  that  there  are  cases 
of  judicial  rent  in  Ireland ''where  the 
rents  now  fixed,  in  consequence  of  the 
fall  in  prices,  cannot  be  possibly  paid. 
Have  you  considered  how  grave  and 
solemn  such  an  assertion  is?  Will  it 
be  questioned  that  such  an  assertion, 
such  a  conviction,  on  your  part,  is  in- 
volved in  the  issue  of  the  Commission  ? 
Why,  Sir,  no  Government  in  this  coun- 
try could  possibly  assume  the  responsi- 
bility of  inquiring  by  public  authority 
into  the  capacity  of  tenants  to  pay  their 
rents,  unless  they  were  profoundly  con- 
vinced by  the  information  at  their  com- 
mand that  there  were  cases — I  do  not 
examine  now  how  many — but  a  class  of 
cases  in  Ireland,  where,  in  consequence 
of  the  fall  in  prices,  those  rents  cannot 
be  paid.  This  was  not  only  an  asser- 
tion, but  it  was  a  promise ;  for  it  is  im- 
possible for  the  Legislature — impossible 
even  for  the  Executive,  short  of  the 
authority  of  the  Legislature — to  assert 
that  there  are  cases  of  that  description, 
where  rent  cannot  be  paid  inconsequence 
of  the  fall  in  prices,  without  being  pre- 
pared to  afford  relief  to  the  persons 
charged  with  such  rent.     If  I  want  a 

?roof  of  the  assertion  I  have  just  made, 
find  it  in  the  declaration  of  the  Prime 
Minister  himself.  The  Prime  Minister, 
immediately  upon  his  assumption  of 
Office,  acquainted  those  whom  he  was 
addressing  **  elsewhere,"  that  there  were 
cases,  as  he  believed,  where  the  judicial 
rents  could  not  be  paid.    Is  was  perfectly 
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Judges  in  those  Courts  whose  jurisdic- 
tion  was  sufficient  to  embrace  the  cases 
of  all  the  poorer  class  of  tenants.  He 
thought  the  Bill,  if  passed,  must  act  as 
a  wholesale  invitation  to  all  the  tenants 
of  Ireland,  rich  or  poor,  to  come  into 
Court  to  have  their  rents  reduced,  and  get 
thereby  a  half-year's  credit  until  their 
claims  were  disposed  of.  It  was  simply 
nonsense  to  say  that  all  those  cases  could 
be  determined  in  four  months.  It  had 
taken  two  years  to  settle  the  rents  for  the 
tenants  in  the  Bill,  and  how  many  years 
would  it  take  to  settle  this  question  of 
abatement  ?  Under  the  arrears  Act  of 
1882  there  was  no  real  litigation,  for 
landlord  and  tenant  made  common  cause ; 
but  the  present  Bill,  if  passed,  would 
initiate  litigation  more  angry  and  pro- 
longed than  even  that  under  the  Land 
Act  of  1881,  which  had  been  described 
as  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  ever 
bestowed  on  the  Legal  Profession  in 
Ireland.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  gave  en- 
couragement to  this  Bill  it  would  be 
sealing  the  condemnation  of  his  own 
Land  Act,  which  he  had  regarded  and 
brought  forward  as  the  final  settlement 
of  the  Land  Question  in  Ireland.  The 
pivot  of  the  Land  Act  of  1881  was  the 
judicial  rent  fixed  for  15  years,  which 
could  not  be  raised  by  the  landlord  in 
good  years,  but  which  protected  him  from 
loss  in  bad  ones ;  and  if  that  were  re- 
moved the  whole  fabric  of  that  Act  must 
perish.  The  effect  of  the  proposed  legis- 
lation would  be  to  weaken  the  self-re- 
liance and  the  exertions  of  the  tenant, 
and  to  induce  him  to  place  his  trust 
rather  upon  a  possible  reduction  of  rent 
if  he  should  get  behind  in  his  pay- 
ments. It  would  give  a  compulsory 
credit  to  every  tenant  who  chose  to 
come  to  the  Court,  whether  he  was  able 
to  pay  or  not,  until  his  case  was  dis- 
posed of.  The  Bill  very  largely  dif- 
fered in  a  wide  and  startling  degree 
from  the  measure  sketched  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  in  his  speech  during 
the  debate  on  the  reply  to  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne ;  and  yet  no  Member  of 
the  House  was  capable  of  expressing 
himself  more  clearly  than  that  hon. 
Gentleman.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  that  in  1883,  and  though  he  very 
nearly  agreed  with  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman— because  he  made  an  exception 
in  favour  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself — he  thought  that  the  fact  of  the 
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hon.  Member  for  Cork,  who  was  never 
carried  away  by  passion  and  who  was  a 
thorough  master  of  all  that  went  on  in 
Ireland,  bringing  forward  the  proposal 
on  the  3rd  of  September  to  pay  three- 
fourths  of  the  rent,  giving  a  discretionaiy 
power  to  stay  execution,  and  now  intro- 
ducing such  a  modification  as  they  had 
seen,  showed  that  something  extraor- 
dinary had  occurred  since  then.  He  did 
not  know  for  what  purpose  the  Bill  was 
introduced — ^whether  as  an  implement  of 
agitation  or  to  try  the  faith  of  right  hon. 
Gentlemen,  and  see  how  far  they  were 
prepared  to  follow  the  hon.  Member. 
But  this  he  knew — that  whatever  use  the 
hon.  Member  and  his  Friends  might 
make  of  the  measure  outside,  he  was 
well  assured  it  must  in  this  House  meet 
the  fate  for  which  it  was  admirablj 
prepared  in  all  its  provisions — the  fate 
of  decisive  rejection. 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE  (Edin- 
burgh, Mid  Lothian):  I  am  sorry  to 
find.  Sir,  that  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate, notwithstanding  the  rumours  And 
indications  which  have  appeared  in 
various  quarters,  there  have  been  no 
signs  of  a  tendency  to  approximation  of 
opinion,  or  to  an  amicable  arrangement 
between  the  two  sides  of  the  House. 
The  speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  (Mr. 
Gibson),  and  the  speeches  of  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  moved  and  seconded 
the  Amendment,  have  been  in  the  tone 
of  an  absolute  and  uncompromising  op- 
position to  any  measure  whatever  for 
affording  any  relief  whatever  to  any 
portion  of  the  Irish  tenantry  in  the 
actual  circumstances  in  which  we  stand. 
The  question  whether  that  uncompro- 
mising attitude  is  required  and  justified 
by  the  facts  is,  it  appears  to  me,  the 
only  question  which  we  have  to-night  to 
decide  in  determining  what  vote  we 
shall  give  in  regard  to  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Cork  (Mr.  PameU). 
Now,  Sir,  I  must  venture  to  comment  on 
the  arrangement  under  which  the  de- 
bate has  been  conducted.  I  cannot  be 
wrong  in  supposing  that  that  which  is 
perfectly  regular  and  legitimate — ^thatthe 
selection  of  Gentlemen  to  move  and  to 
second  the  Amendment  which  was  to  be 
fatal  to  the  Bill  was  an  arrangement 
made  by  and  with  the  sanction  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  That  being  sOp 
I  cannot   help   being  struck   with  the 
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particular  position  which  they  occupy 
as  individuals  in  regard  to  this  par- 
ticular subject.  [An  hon.  ^Member: 
Question  !  J  Question  !  This  is  a  ques- 
tion affecting  the  welfare  especially  of 
the  agricultural  body  in  Ireland  ;  and 
there  are  in  this  House — notwithstand- 
ing what  is  said  of  the  diminished 
power  and  representation  enjoyed  by 
Irish  landlords — no  inconsiderable  num- 
ber of  Gentlemen  who  are  the  Repre^ 
sentatives  of  agricultural  constituencies 
in  Ireland,  and  who  are  strong  and  de- 
termined supporters  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  Then,  Sir,  I  am  led  to 
ask  myself,  and  I  hope  a  reply  will  be 
given  to  the  question — How  and  why  is 
it  that  no  Representative  of  those  agri- 
cultural constituencies  in  Ireland  has 
been  found  ready  to  come  forward  and 
to  move  the  rejection  of  this  Bill  ?  If 
ever  there  was  a  subject  which  called 
for  the  exertion  of  the  energies  and  the 
talents  of  the  county  Members  sitting  in 
this  House,  and  sitting  for  Ireland  as 
Irish  Representatives  in  this  House, 
this  is  the  subject  and  the  occasion. 
But  the  Amendment  has  been  moved  by 
an  hon.  Gentleman  perfectly  qualified 
for  the  task  by  every  personal  gift,  but 
who,  it  appears  to  me,  is  by  no  means 
qualified  by  the  fact  that  he  sits  in  this 
House  as  the  Representative  of  an  Eng- 
lish borough.  Not  less  remarkable  is 
the  choice  of  the  Seconder.  The  Seconder 
has  the  misfortune,  as  I  understand  and 
boliove,  of  not  being  an  Irishman  at  all. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  I  beg  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  pardon.  My  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  C.  Lewis)  is  an  Irishman. 

Sir  AVILLIAM  HARCOURT 
(Derby)  :  The  noble  Lord  says  the  hon. 
Member  is  an  Irishman. 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE:  Well,  I 
have  not  seen  his  baptismal  certificate ; 
but  I  maintain  and  believe  that  in  the 
case  of  80  distinguished  a  Gentleman  I 
cannot  possibly  be  wrong,  and  that  he 
is  a  person  born  on  this  side  of  the 
Cliannel.  It  is  true  that  he  is  an  Irish 
Member  ;  but  he  does  not  sit  for  an  Irish 
constituency,  and  it  is  impossible  we 
should  not  ask  why  is  it  that,  in  order 
to  move  the  rejection  of  this  Bill,  a 
choice  was  not  made  of  two,  or  at  least 
of  one  Gentleman  representing  Irish 
agricultural  constituencies?  [6Vm«  of 
•Oh  I"]       Gentlemen    opposite    think 


that  question  very  ridiculous.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  pertinent  and  appro* 
priate.  I  will  venture  to  give  a  reason, 
which,  in  the  absence  of  other  reasons 
coming  from  quarters  of  great  autho- 
rity, will,  I  think,  find  acceptance  with 
some  portions  of  this  House.  I  think 
the  Motion  for  the  rejection  of  the  Bill, 
and  for  refusing  all  relief  to  all  persons 
affected  by  it,  has  been  made  by  Gen- 
tlemen unconnected  with  agricultural 
constituencies  in  Ireland — [**  No  no !  "] 
— for  the  plain  and  simple  reason  that 
no  Member  representing  such  an  agri- 
cultural constituency  in  Ireland,  how- 
ever firm  and  fervent  he  might  be  in  his 
allegiance  to  the  Government,  could  be 
found  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
Motion.  [*'0h,  oh!"]  My  reason,  at 
any  rate,  holds  the  field  for  the  present, 
and  if  I  am  wrong  the  Gentlemen  to 
whom  I  refer  will  have  ample  oppor- 
tunity for  recommending  themselves  to 
the  favour  of  their  constituencies  by 
boldly  coming  forward  in  the  course  of 
this  debate  and  denouncing  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Bill  and  maintaining  that 
no  case  exists  for  it.  Sir,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Solicitor  General 
for  Ireland  was  pleased,  very  cour- 
teously, to  refer  to  me  more  than  once 
in  the  course  of  his  speech.  Among 
other  references  to  me  he  stated,  I  be- 
lieve with  perfect  accuracy,  that  in  1881, 
in  introducing  the  Land  Bill  to  this 
House,  I  stated  that  the  Irish  landlords 
had  been  upon  their  trial,  and  had  not 
been  found  guilty,  or  words  to  that 
effect.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
is,  I  believe,  quite  accurate  in  his  re- 
ference. I  spoke  on  the  best  evidence 
in  my  possession — namely,  the  evidence 
of  an  important  Commission  which  in- 
quired into  the  condition  of  land  in 
Ireland  at  the  close  of  1880  and  the 
commencement  of  1881.  I  must  con- 
fess that  the  very  large  number  of  ap- 
plications for  judicial  rents,  and  the 
proof  which  I  must  presume  to  have 
been  afforded  in  those  oases  that  the 
existing  rents  were  beyond  fair  rents, 
somewhat  disappointed  me,  and  in  some 
degree  modified  the  declaration  I  had 
previously  made  ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
I  am  very  far  indeed  from  founding  the 
vote  I  intend  to  give  on  this  Bill  on  any 
general  charge  against  the  landlords.  I 
will  state  more  specifically  the  grounds 
of  that  vote  by-and-bye ;  but  1  find  it 
no  part  of  my  duty,  and  no  matter  of 
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Judges  in  those  Courts  whose  jurisdic« 
tion  was  sufficient  to  embrace  the  cases 
of  all  the  poorer  class  of  tenants.  He 
thought  the  Bill,  if  passed,  must  act  as 
a  wholesale  invitation  to  all  the  tenants 
of  Ireland,  rich  or  poor,  to  come  into 
Court  to  have  their  rents  reduced,  and  get 
thereby  a  half-year's  credit  until  their 
claims  were  disposed  of.  It  was  simply 
nonsense  to  say  that  all  those  cases  could 
be  determined  in  four  months.  It  had 
taken  two  years  to  settle  the  rents  for  the 
tenants  in  the  Bill,  and  how  many  years 
would  it  take  to  settle  this  question  of 
abatement  ?  Under  the  arrears  Act  of 
1882  there  was  no  real  litigation,  for 
landlord  and  tenant  made  common  cause ; 
but  the  present  Bill,  if  passed,  would 
initiate  litigation  more  angry  and  pro- 
longed than  even  that  under  the  Land 
Act  of  1881,  which  had  been  described 
as  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  ever 
bestowed  on  the  Legal  Profession  in 
Ireland.  If  the  right  hon.  G-entleman 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  gave  en- 
couragement to  this  Bill  it  would  be 
sealing  the  condemnation  of  his  own 
Land  Act,  which  he  had  regarded  and 
brought  forward  as  the  final  settlement 
of  the  Land  Question  in  Ireland.  The 
pivot  of  the  Land  Act  of  1881  was  the 
judicial  rent  fixed  for  15  years,  which 
could  not  be  raised  by  the  landlord  in 
good  years,  but  which  protected  him  from 
loss  in  bad  ones ;  and  if  that  were  re- 
moved the  whole  fabric  of  that  Act  must 
perish.  The  effect  of  the  proposed  legis- 
lation would  be  to  weaken  the  self-re- 
liance and  the  exertions  of  the  tenant, 
and  to  induce  him  to  place  his  trust 
rather  upon  a  possible  reduction  of  rent 
if  he  should  get  behind  in  his  pay- 
ments. It  would  give  a  compulsory 
credit  to  every  tenant  who  chose  to 
come  to  the  Court,  whether  he  was  able 
to  pay  or  not,  until  his  case  was  dis- 
posed of.  The  Bill  very  largely  dif- 
fered in  a  wide  and  startling  degree 
from  the  measure  sketched  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  in  his  speech  during 
the  debate  on  the  reply  to  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne ;  and  yet  no  Member  of 
the  House  was  capable  of  expressing 
himself  more  clearly  than  that  hon. 
Gentleman.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
said  that  in  1883,  and  though  he  very 
nearly  agreed  with  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman— because  he  made  an  exception 
in  favour  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself — he  thought  that  the  fact  of  the 

Mr,  Gihtton 


hon.  Member  for  Cork,  who  was  never 
carried  away  by  passion  and  who  was  a 
thorough  master  of  all  that  went  on  in 
Ireland,  bringing  forward  the  proposal 
on  the  3rd  of  September  to  jmy  three- 
fourths  of  the  rent,  giving  a  discretionaiy 
power  to  stay  execution,  and  now  intro- 
ducing such  a  modification  as  they  had 
seen,  showed  that  something^  extraor- 
dinary had  occurred  since  then.  He  did 
not  know  for  what  purpose  the  Bill  was 
introduced — ^whether  as  an  implement  of 
agitation  or  to  try  the  faith  of  rig^ht  hon. 
Gentlemen,  and  see  how  far  they  were 
prepared  to  follow  the  hon.  Member. 
But  this  he  knew — that  whatever  use  the 
hon.  Member  and  his  Friends  mi^t 
make  of  the  measure  outside,  he  was 
well  assured  it  must  in  this  House  meet 
the  fate  for  which  it  was  admirably 
prepared  in  all  its  provisions — the  fate 
of  decisive  rejection. 

Mr.   W.    E.    GLADSTONE    (Edin- 
burgh,   Mid  Lothian):    I  am  sorry  to 
find,  ISir,  that  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate, notwithstanding  the  rumours  And 
indications    which    have    appeared    in 
various  quarters,   there  have  been  no 
signs  of  a  tendenoy  to  approximation  of 
opinion,  or  to  an  amicable  arrangement 
between  the  two  sides  of  the  House. 
The   speech  of  the  hon.   and   learned 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  (Mr. 
Gibson),  and  the  speeches  of  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  moved  and    seconded 
the  Amendment,  have  been  in  the  tone 
of  an  absolute  and  uncompromising  op- 
position to  any  measure  whatever  for 
affording  any   relief  whatever  to  any 
portion  of  the  Irish  tenantry   in   the 
actual  circumstances  in  which  we  stand. 
The  question  whether  that  uncompro- 
mising attitude  is  required  and  justified 
by  the  facts  is,  it  appears  to  me,  the 
only  question  which  we  have  to-night  to 
decide  in   determining  what  vote    we 
shall  give  in  regard  to  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Cork  (Mr.  Pamell). 
Now,  Sir,  I  must  venture  to  comment  on 
the  arrangement  under  which  the  de- 
bate has  been  conducted.    I  cannot  be 
wrong  in  supposing  that  that  which  is 
perfectly  regular  and  legitimate— that  the 
selection  of  Gentlemen  to  move  and  to 
second  the  Amendment  which  was  to  be 
fatal  to  the  Bill  was  an  arrangement 
made  by  and  with  the  sanction  of  Her 
Majesty's  Govern  men  t.     That  being  so, 
I  oauuot   help  being  struck   with  the 
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particular  position  which  they  occupy 
a8  individuals  in  regard  to  this  par- 
ticular subject.  [An  hon.  ^Member: 
Question  !j  Question !  This  is  a  ques- 
tion affecting  the  welfare  especially  of 
the  agricultural  body  in  Ireland  ;  and 
there  are  in  this  House — notwithstand- 
ing what  is  said  of  the  diminished 
power  and  representation  enjoyed  by 
Irish  landlords — no  inconsiderable  num- 
ber of  Gentlemen  who  are  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  agricultural  constituencies 
in  Ireland,  and  who  are  strong  and  de- 
termined supporters  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  Then,  Sir,  I  am  led  to 
ask  myself,  and  I  hope  a  reply  will  be 
given  to  the  question — How  and  why  is 
it  that  no  Representative  of  those  agri- 
cultural constituencies  in  Ireland  has 
been  found  ready  to  come  forward  and 
to  move  the  rejection  of  this  Bill?  If 
ever  there  was  a  subject  which  called 
for  the  exertion  of  the  energies  and  the 
talents  of  the  county  Members  sitting  in 
this  House,  and  sitting  for  Ireland  as 
Irish  Representatives  in  this  House, 
this  is  the  subject  and  the  occasion. 
But  the  Amendment  has  been  moved  by 
an  hon  Gentleman  perfectly  qualified 
for  the  task  by  every  personal  gift,  but 
who,  it  appears  to  me,  is  by  no  means 
qualified  by  the  fact  that  he  sits  in  this 
House  as  the  Representative  of  an  Eng- 
lish borough.  Not  less  remarkable  is 
the  choice  of  the  Seconder.  The  Seconder 
has  the  misfortune,  as  I  understand  and 
believe,  of  not  being  an  Irishman  at  all. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  I  beg  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  pardon.  My  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  C.  Lewis)  is  an  Irishman. 

Sill  AVILLIAM  HARCOURT 
(Derby)  :  The  noble  Lord  says  the  hon. 
Member  is  an  Irishman. 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE:  Well,  I 
have  not  seen  his  baptismal  certificate ; 
but  I  maintain  and  believe  that  in  the 
case  of  so  dihtingaished  a  Gentleman  I 
cannot  possibly  bo  wrong,  and  that  he 
is  a  person  born  on  this  side  of  the 
Channel.  It  is  true  that  he  is  an  Irish 
Member  ;  but  he  does  not  sit  for  an  Irish 
constituency,  and  it  is  impossible  we 
should  not  ask  why  is  it  that,  in  order 
to  move  the  rejection  of  this  Bill,  a 
choice  was  not  made  of  two,  or  at  least 
of  one  Gentleman  representing  Irish 
agricultural  constituencies?  [6Vf>«  of 
••  Oh  I  "]       Gentlemen    opposite    think 


that  question  very  ridiculous.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  pertinent  and  appro* 
priate.  I  will  venture  to  give  a  reason, 
which,  in  the  absence  of  other  reasons 
coming  from  quarters  of  great  autho- 
rity, will,  I  think,  find  acceptance  with 
some  portions  of  this  House.  I  think 
the  Motion  for  the  rejection  of  the  Bill, 
and  for  refusing  all  relief  to  all  persons 
affected  by  it,  has  been  made  by  Gen- 
tlemen unconnected  with  agricultural 
constituencies  in  Ireland — [**  No  no !  "] 
— for  the  plain  and  simple  reason  that 
no  Member  representing  such  an  agri- 
cultural constituency  in  Ireland,  how- 
ever firm  and  fervent  he  might  be  in  his 
allegiance  to  the  Government,  could  be 
found  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
Motion.  [**  Oh,  oh  !  "]  My  reason,  at 
any  rate,  holds  the  field  for  the  present, 
and  if  I  am  wrong  the  Gentlemen  to 
whom  I  refer  will  have  ample  oppor- 
tunity for  recommending  themselves  to 
the  favour  of  their  constituencies  by 
boldly  coming  forward  in  the  course  of 
this  debate  and  denouncing  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Bill  and  maintaining  that 
no  case  exists  for  it.  Sir,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Solicitor  General 
for  Ireland  was  pleased,  very  cour- 
teously, to  refer  to  me  more  than  once 
in  the  course  of  his  speech.  Among 
other  references  to  me  he  stated,  I  be- 
lieve with  perfect  accuracy,  that  in  1881, 
in  introducing  the  Land  Bill  to  this 
House,  I  stated  that  the  Irish  landlords 
had  been  upon  their  trial,  and  had  not 
been  found  guilty,  or  words  to  that 
effect.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
is,  I  believe,  quite  accurate  in  his  re- 
ference. I  spoke  on  the  best  evidence 
in  my  possession — namely,  the  evidence 
of  an  important  Commission  which  in- 
quired into  the  condition  of  land  in 
Ireland  at  the  close  of  1880  and  the 
commencement  of  1881.  I  must  con- 
fess that  the  very  large  number  of  ap- 
plications for  judicial  rents,  and  the 
proof  which  I  must  presume  to  have 
been  afforded  in  those  cases  that  the 
existing  rents  were  beyond  fair  rents, 
somewhat  disappointed  me,  and  in  some 
degree  modified  the  declaration  I  had 
previously  made  ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
I  am  very  far  indeed  from  founding  the 
vote  I  intend  to  give  on  this  Bill  on  any 
general  charge  against  the  landlords.  I 
will  state  more  specifically  the  grounds 
of  that  vote  by-and-bye ;  but  1  find  it 
no  part  of  my  duty,  and  no  matter  of 

lF%r$t  Night.'] 


1047 


Tenants*  Belief  { COMMONS } 


{Ireland)  BiU. 


104S 


accusation  against  them,  to  enter  into 
any  reasoning  connected  with  their  pro- 
ceedings in  any  particular.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  states  that  the 
judicial  rents  are  in  a  different  position 
from  other  rents  in  the  view  of  Parlia- 
ment. Well,  Sir,  that  is  one  of  the 
propositions  which  it  appears  to  me  to 
be  very  difficult  to  handle  with  a  careful 
application  of  it  to  principles.  No 
doubt,  they  are  in  a  different  position  in 
respect  of  certain  particular  enactments 
which  apply  to  them.  For  example, 
the  15  years'  term  of  judicial  rent  has 
nothing  more  nearly  analogous  to  it  in 
the  case  of  ordinary  rent  than  an  ar- 
rangement which  can  be  made  under  a 
lease.  There  are  specific  differences 
between  judicial  rents  and  other  rents, 
and  certainly  I  am  prepared  to  contest 
the  proposition  that  judicial  rents  are 
covered  with  a  general  sacredness  that 
does  not  apply  to  ordinary  contracts  in 
relation  to  rent.  ["  Oh,  oh  !  *']  A  pro- 
position of  that  kind,  which  need  not 
necessarily  be  argued  now,  has,  in  my 
opinion,  led  to  very  erroneous  and  ques- 
tionable views  with  regard  to  the  posi- 
tion of  the  two  orders  of  landlords  in 
Ireland — those  whose  tenants  have  ap- 
pealed against  them,  and  who  have 
more  or  less  succeeded  in  their  appeals, 
and  those  who  have  presumably  found 
no  occasion  to  make  any  such  appeal. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  says — 
and  I  believe  witli  truth — that  the  Com- 
pensation for  Disturbance  Bill,  which 
we  introduced  in  1880,  and  the  deplor- 
able rejection  of  which  by  the  House  of 
Lords  has  been  the  source  of  many  of 
our  subsequent  difficulties,  did  not  pro- 
vide for  an  abatement  of  rent.  Sir, 
that  is  perfectly  true — I  believe  it  to  be 
true  according  to  my  recollection;  but 
it  provided  for  the  payment  on  account 
of  disturbance  in  the  very  case  where 
that  payment  on  account  of  disturbance 
had  been  included  in  the  law  of  1 870.  I 
will  venture  to  put  it  to  the  hou.  and 
learned  Gentleman  that  the  question  as 
to  the  mode  of  relief  to  be  afforded  to 
the  tenant  is  totally  different  from  the 
question  whether  any  case  has  arisen  for 
affording  some  relief  to  the  tenant  in 
the  circumstances  in  which  he  is  now 
placed.  It  is  conceivable  that  you  may 
simply  arrest  judicial  proceedings,  take 
no  other  step  whatever,  wait  for  the 
result  of  your  inquiry,  and  then  for  the 
legislation  that  may  follow.     It  is  quite 
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conceivable,  and,  as  I  think,  preferable, 
that,  in  addition  to  the  arrest  of  pro- 
ceedings,  some   proposal  on   the  prin- 
ciple   of   the    hon.   Member  for  Cork 
should  be  adopted  ;  and  it  has  indeed,  I 
think,  been  distinctly  and  justly  stated 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that 
the  matter  should  not  be  allowed  to  hang 
over,  but  that  an  immediate  decision 
should  be  come  to  as  to  what  amount  of 
temporary  abatement  should  be  made, 
or  it  is  perfectly  possible  that  you  might 
give  relief  in  the  form  of  oompensatiou 
for  disturbance.      But  these   are  only 
questions  of  difference  in  form ;  the  suh- 
stantial  question  is,  whether  a  ease  for  re- 
lief to  any  portion  of  the  tenantry  of  Ire- 
land has  in  any  form  arisen,  or  whether 
it  has  not.   The  hon.  Member  who  moved 
and  the  hon.  Member  who  seconded  the 
Amendment  assert  that  there  is  no  case 
for  relief  in  any  form  to  any  portion  of 
the  tenants  in  Ireland,  and  that  is  the 
question  on  which  I  think  the  judg- 
ment of  the  House  will  have  to  be 
taken.     Now,  the  hon.  and  learned  (Gen- 
tleman also  observed,  and  again,  I  be- 
lieve, with  truth,  that  the  Arrears  Bill 
was  limited — and  the  same    assertion 
might  have  been  made  as  to  the  Com- 
pensation for  Disturbance  BiU  of  1880 
— to  holdings  under  a   certain  figure. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  ap- 
peared to  me  to  attach  great  importance 
to  that  distinction,  and  I  am  not  surprised 
that  he  should  have  attached  importance 
to  it.   Undoubtedly,  wo  attached  import- 
ance to  it  in  the  case  of  the  Arrears  Bill,  and 
in  the  case  of  the  Compensation  for  Dis- 
turbance Bill.   But  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  in  this  portion  of  his  speech. 
and  I  think  in  many  other  portions  of 
his  speech,  completely  forgot  the  posi- 
tion in  which  he  has  himself  been  placed 
by  the  act  of  the  Government  to  which 
he  belongs.     The  Government  are  those 
who  have  appointed  a  tribunal  to  inqaire 
whether  the  judicial  rents  are  too  high 
or  not.     If  it  is  so  important  to  draw  a 
distinction  between  rents  under  £30  and 
rents  over  £30,  why  has  not  that  dis- 
tinction   been   drawn    in    the    instruc- 
tions to  the  Commissioners?    The  Go- 
vernment have  admitted  that  rents  of  all 
amounts  are  fit  subjects  for  inquiiy ;  but 
how  can  the  hon.  and  learned  Genfle- 
man  expect  the  hon.  Member  for  Coik 
to  be  the  person  to  introduce  that  dis- 
ti notion,  and  to  exclude  from  the  opeea- 
tion  of  his  Bill  a  portion  of  those  wh< 
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case  the  Government  tbemselves,  by  a 
solemn  act,  have  declared  to  call  for 
and  require  attention?  I  feel  a  great 
obligation  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman for  all  that  he  said  about  the 
Land  Act  of  1881.  He  says,  with  great 
truth,  that  in  approaching  that  subject 
I  did  so  with  a  sense,  if  not  of  reverence, 
yet,  at  any  rate,  of  awe  and  of  difficulty, 
and  of  oppression  ;  that  it  was  one  of 
themost  difficult  subjects,  one  of  the  most 
arduous  and  complicated  subjects,  with 
which  any  Gentleman  in  this  House  could 
possibly  be  called  upon  in  a  responsible 
manner  to  deal ;  and  that  I  looked  upon 
the  enactments  in  that  measure  as  enact- 
ments that  ought  not,  excepting  under 
the  most  clear  and  evident  considerations 
of  necessity,  to  be  disturbed.  I  hoped 
it  contained  the  elements  of  a  permanent 
settlement  in  Ireland,  as  far  as  that 
settlement,  generally  speaking,  could  be 
effected  under  any  legislative  arrange- 
ment between  landlord  and  tenant.  And, 
Sir,  that  is  perfectly  true.  But  who  are 
they  who  disappointed  me  ?  Who  are 
they  who  have  called  the  Land  Act  in 
question  ?  They  are  those  who  have 
recommended  Her  Majesty  to  appoint  a 
Commission.  \_Laughter.~\  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith),  strong  in 
his  24  hours*  experience,  laughs  at  the 
observation  which  I  make.  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  applied  as  many 
years,  as  he  has  applied  hours,  to  the 
investigation  of  Irish  matters,  he  might 
have  known  a  little  more  of  the  subject. 
We  provided,  in  the  Act  of  1881, 
arrangements  made  with  great  difficulty, 
made  under  circumstances  extremely 
arduous,  due  in  many  respects  to 
the  special  case  of  Ireland,  due  in 
some  respects  to  that  rash  act  of 
the  House  of  Lords  to  which  I  have 
already  referred,  and  we  hoped  that 
those  arrangements  would  be  solid 
and  undisturbed.  At  any  rate,  we  re- 
spected those  arrangements  ourselves. 
In  the  important  propositions  made  this 
year  we  avoided  raising  any  question 
with  respect  to  the  basis  upon  which  rents 
have  been  fixed  in  Ireland.  The  pre- 
sent Government,  in  what  I  thought 
must  have  been  humorously  called  by 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  a  **  sober  policy,"  have 
re- opened  in  all  its  breadth  this  question 
of  judicial  rents.  I  am  not  at  all  sure 
whether  they  are  conscious  of  the  vast 


importance  of  the  step  that  they  have 
taken.  Last  year  they  took  a  step  of 
vast  consequence  with  respect  to  coercive 
or  repressive  legislation  without  fully, 
as  it  appeared  to  us  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  comprehending  the  nature  and 
the  consequences  of  that  action.  I  am 
afraid  that  there  has  been  somewhat 
similar  haste  and  want  of  full  investiga- 
tion in  the  proposition  now  made  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government  to  inquire 
whether  the  rents  fixed  in  Ireland  under 
the  Act  of  1881  are  rents  which  can  or 
cannot  be  paid.  But  my  present  purpose 
is  only  to  reply  to  the  query  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman.  He  says — 
**When  did  you  become  conscious  of 
the  inability  to  pay  rent?  When  was 
this  inability  to  pay  rent  first  thought 
of?"  Sir,  I  will  answer  the  question. 
It  was  first  thought  of  when  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  determined  to  advise 
the  Queen  to  issue  a  Commission  which 
was  to  inquire  into  three  points.  [^A 
laugh,']  I  may  be  permitted  to  observe 
that  laughter  from  a  Cabinet  Minister 
is  not  argument,  and  perhaps  it  is  the 
best  proof  of  the  truth  of  my  argument. 
Perhaps,  however,  manners  are  not  a 
proper  matter  for  discussion.  One  of 
the  three  points  is  to  inquire  whether, 
by  an  exceptional  fall  in  the  price  of 
produce,  the  capacity  or  incapacity  to 
pay  rent  has  been  affected  ?  I  know 
nothing  of  the  interior  of  the  minds  of 
other  men ;  but,  as  far  as  the  public  is 
concerned,  my  answer  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  is  that  the  first  mo- 
ment—the first  time — the  time  of  the 
birth  of  this  g^eat  idea  of  resettling  and 
reconsidering  Irish  rents,  was  the  time 
when  Her  Maiesty's  Government  de- 
termined to  advise  the  issue  of  a  Boyal 
Commission.  Sir,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  moved  the  Amendment,  which 
amounts  to  the  rejection  of  this  Bill, 
founded  himself  very  much  on  the  pro- 
position that  it  was  impossible  for  the 
Courts  of  Justice  to  distinguish  between 
those  who  cannot  pay  the  rent  and  those 
who  will  not  pay  the  rent.  It  is  quite 
plain  to  me  that  it  is  too  late  to  urge 
that  argument  in  Parliament,  which  has 
more  than  once  recognized  the  practica- 
bility of  drawing  and  acting  upon  such 
a  distinction.  The  Compensation  for 
Disturbance  Bill,  which  was  passed  in 
1880  by  this  House,  was  entirely  founded 
upon  the  proof  of  inability  to  pay  rent ; 
and  not  only  00,  but  upon  the  proof  of 
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inability  to  pay  rent  defined  by  a  minute 
and  careful  reference  to  the  cause  which 
had  produced  the  iuability.  In  the 
Arrears  Act,  which  passed  into  law,  and 
which  became  the  foundation  of  extreme 
and  costly  transactions,  the  inability  to 
pay  rent  judicially  proved  was  the  basis 
of  the  entire  proceeding.  Therefore,  it 
is  impossible  to  accept  the  doctrine  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  as  to  the  impossi- 
bility of  doing  that  which  it  was  deemed 
posbible  to  do  on  former  occasions,  and 
which  we  have  done  on  the  great  occa- 
sion of  the  Arrears  Act.  It  can  hardly 
be  held  now  that  there  is  no  reason  why 
there  should  be  a  reference  to  a  Court 
of  Justice,  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
relief  to  those  who  are  unable  to 
pay  rent.  The  hon.  Gentleman,  again, 
when  he  made  use  of  that  argument, 
suggested  to  me  what  I  confess  ap- 
peared to  be  the  purport  of  the  great 
bulk  of  his  speech.  Three-fourths  of 
his  speech,  at  least,  and  a  large  portion 
of  the  speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down,  are 
in  the  nature  of  a  distinct  and  deliberate 
argument  against  the  appointment  of  a 
Commission,  such  as  Her  Majesty's  Gt)- 
vernment  have  advised,  and  ought  to 
have  led  up  to  a  Motion,  not  for  the  re- 
jection of  this  Bill  merely,  but  for  an 
Address  to  the  Crown,  praying  the  Crown 
not  to  issue  such  a  Commission.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  seemed  also 
to  attach  great  value  to  another  argu- 
ment he  used,  and  which  appeared  to 
me  to  be,  I  will  not  say  of  the  most 
flimsy,  but  of  a  most  narrow  and  inade- 
quate character.  He  said — **You  are 
assuming  that  there  is  no  other  way  of 
getting  judicial  rents  reduced  than  by  a 
Bill  of  this  nature.''  I  answer  there  is 
such  a  way — namely,  by  availing  our- 
selves of  the  provisions  of  the  Purchase 
Act  of  Lord  Ashbourne.  I  want  to  know 
how  many  tenants  there  are  in  Ireland 
who  have  availed  themselves  of  that 
Act  ?  What  is  the  capital  value  of  the 
Irish  land,  and  how  many  of  those  ten- 
ants, or  how  much  of  that  land,  can  pos- 
sibly obtain  relief  from  the  judicial  rent 
under  the  Act  of  Lord  Ashbourne  ?  If 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  tolls  me 
that  the  Act  of  Lord  Ashbourne  is  to  be 
indefinitely  increased  and  extended — 
that  instead  of  having  the  Treasury  \ 
made  the  direct  creditors  of  some  few  | 
thousands  of  tenants  in  Ireland  we  are 
to  extend  the  Act  to  tens  of  thousands,  i 
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twenty,  and  hundreds  of  thouBands  of 
tenants — ^I  tell  him  he  is  reckoning 
without  his  host.  Such  an  extemdon — 
such  a  multiplication  of  the  relations  ol 
debtor  and  creditor — in  every  reapect» 
economically  and  politically,  most  ob- 
jectionable and  most  dangerous,  will  re- 
ceive the  deliberate  and  determined  op- 
position of  a  large  portion  of  this  House. 
It  is  said,  and  possibly  it  is  foue,  that 
some  .may  receive  relief — 1  per.  cent, 
2  per  cent,  or  probably  3  per  cent,  for  I 
do  not  know  how  much  of  the  £5,000,000 
under  Lord  Ashbourne's  Act  actually 
remains  undisposed  of.  I  will  not  con- 
test it ;  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  admit 
that  those  who  may  be  able  to  obtain 
such  relief  can  supply  us  with  a  proper 
measure  of  our  action  on  the  occasion 
that  is  now  before  us.  Sir,  there  was 
another  passage  at  the  end  of  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  (Gentleman 
which  I  heard  with  some  surprise  and 
regret.  It  appeared  to  be  calculated  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  that  there 
would  be  a  total  abandonment  by  the 
Irish  landlords  of  their  character,  posi- 
tion, and  responsibility  in  that  countiy 
by  the  handing  over  to  the  tenants  of 
the  whole  property  of  the  soil.  I  know 
not  whether  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber is  at  present  in  his  place ;  I  should 
be  glad  if  he  would  contradict  me,  and 
assure  me  that  I  haye  misunderstood 
him.  In  my  opinion,  it  would  be  a 
most  unfortunate  day  for  Ireland  that 
should  witness  the  adoption  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  any  measure  contemplating  the 
extirpation  or  extermination  from  the 
country  of  an  entire  class  of  the  com* 
munity.  My  wish  is  that  the  Irish  land- 
lords should  remain  in  the  country,  and 
that  they  should  do  their  duty  there. 

Colonel  KING- BARMAN  (Kent, 
Isle  of  Thanet) :  How  are  they  to  do  it  P 
You  have  made  it  impossible. 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  I  will  not 
answer  that  disorderly  question  now.  It 
would  only  lead  me  into  a  great  and  un- 
warrantable invasion  of  the  time  of  the 
House,  and  I  think  that  an  interruption 
of  tliat  kind  should  not  be  encouraged 
by  a  lengthy  notice,  even  if  it  were 
worthy  of  such  notice.  This  I  will  say, 
however — that  we,  at  least,  in  our  ad- 
herence to  the  Act  of  1881,  and  in  the 
measure  which  we  adopted  this  yeai 
with  respect  to  Irish  landlords,  have 
never  contemplated  and  never  desired 
the  removal  of  the  landlords  from  that 
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country.  It  is  a  step  which  we  believe 
would  be  injurious  to  society  at  large. 
[*•  Question!  "]  I  would  remind  the 
House  that  we  are  at  present  engaged 
in  considering  the  second  reading  of  this 
Bill ;  and  what  we  have  to  determine  is 
whether  there  is  a  case  for  legislation 
in  respect  to  what  appears  to  be  its  main 
provision  and  main  purport.  What  is 
called  the  Irish  Question  was  wide 
enough,  as  I  thought,  when  the  late 
Government  were  in  Office.  It  embraced 
the  subject  of  local  self-government  for 
Ireland,  or  what  is  properly  termed 
Home  Rule,  together  with  the  subject 
of  land  sale  and  purchase.  But  it  has 
now  been  greatly  widened  by  the  re- 
course to  what  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man calls  a  ** sober"  policy.  The  two 
subjects  to  which  I  have  referred  are  in 
all  their  breadth  before  you,  and  you 
will  have  to  encounter  them ;  but  to 
them  you  have  added  two  other  subjects 
of  immense  extent  and  complexity — that 
opened  by  the  public  inquiry  into  public 
works  in  Ireland,  and  the  large  applica- 
tion of  public  funds  to  their  prosecution; 
and  a  subject  greater  still — more  compli- 
cated still — into  which  you  have  found 
your  way,  but  out  of  which  you  will  find 
it  rather  difficult  to  discover  an  exit — 
namely,  the  subject  of  rents  in  Ireland. 
I  am  afraid  I  aoi  greatly  at  issue  with 
some  of  those  hon.  Gentlemen  whose 
singular  modes  of  expression  I  was 
tempted  for  a  moment  to  notice  ;  for,  as 
far  as  I  can  comprehend  the  state  of 
their  minds,  although  it  may  be  pre- 
sumptuous in  me  to  invade  sanctuaries 
of  that  description — as  far  as  I  am  able 
to  comprehend  or  even  to  conjecture — 
their  opinion  is  that  the  issue  of  this 
Commission  to  inquire  respecting  the 
land  and  respecting  the  payment  of  rent 
is  a  matter  of  secondary  importance.  It 
is  a  Commission  which  is  to  examine — 

"  To  what  extent,  if  any,  and  in  what  parts 
of  Ireland,  the  operation  of  the  Land  Act  of 
1881  is  aflfected,  whether  by  combination  to  re- 
sist the  enforcement  of  legal  obligations,  or  by 
exceptional  fall  in  the  prices  of  produce ;  and 
also,  to  inquire  to  what  extent  there  exists  any 
desire  among  tenants  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Land  Purchase  Act  of  1885, 
and  to  report  upon  any  modifications  of  the  law 
which  may  be  necessary." 

Now,  Sir,  on  the  first  and  third  branches 
of  this  inquiry  I  do  not  purpose  to  make 
any  remark  at  all.  I  remark  only  upon 
that  second  branch  of  the  inquiry,  which 
appears  to  me  to  be  the  most  pregnant 


in  its  oonsequences  among  the  three, 
and  under  whioh  the  CommiBsioners  are 
to  examine  what  effect  a  fall  in  prices 
has  had  upon  the  payment  of  rents  under 
the  Land  Act  of  1881.  In  my  opinion, 
the  issue  of  that  Commission  by  the 
Executive  of  the  country  contains  within 
it  both  an  assertion  and  a  promise.  I 
will  not  follow  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork,  or  the  hon.  Member  for  Cambridge 
(Mr.  Penrose  Fitzgerald),  into  their  in- 
quiries, interesting  as  they  were,  with 
respect  to  the  fall  of  prices.  For  my 
part,  personally,  I  take  my  stand  upon 
the  issue  of  that  Commission,  and  on  the 
issue  of  that  Commission  alone,  as  being 
made  the  sufEcientand  imperative  ground 
for  a  proceeding  on  the  part  of  Parlia- 
ment, with  a  view  to  afford  relief  to  ten- 
ants in  cases  where,  upon  judicial  exa- 
mination, it  may  be  found  necessary. 
By  the  issue  of  that  Commission  you 
have  asserted  your  conviction,  in  the 
face  of  the  country,  that  there  are  cases 
of  judicial  rent  in  Ireland 'where  the 
rents  now  fixed,  in  consequence  of  the 
fall  in  prices,  cannot  be  possibly  paid. 
Have  you  considered  how  grave  and 
solemn  such  an  assertion  is?  Will  it 
be  questioned  that  such  an  assertion, 
such  a  conviction,  on  your  part,  is  in- 
volved in  the  issue  of  the  Commission  ? 
Why,  Sir,  no  Government  in  this  coun- 
try could  possibly  assume  the  responsi- 
bility of  inquiring  by  public  authority 
into  the  capacity  of  tenants  to  pay  their 
rents,  unless  they  were  profoundly  con- 
vinced by  the  information  at  their  com- 
mand that  there  were  cases — ^I  do  not 
examine  now  how  many — but  a  class  of 
cases  in  Ireland,  where,  in  consequence 
of  the  faU  in  prices,  those  rents  cannot 
be  paid.  This  was  not  only  an  asser- 
tion, but  it  was  a  promise ;  for  it  is  im- 
possible for  the  Legislature — impossible 
even  for  the  Executive,  short  of  the 
authority  of  the  Legislature — to  assert 
that  there  are  cases  of  that  description, 
where  rent  cannot  be  paid  inconsequence 
of  the  fall  in  prices,  without  being  pre- 
pared to  afford  relief  to  the  persons 
charged  with  such  rent.     If  I  want  a 

froof  of  the  assertion  I  have  just  made, 
find  it  in  the  declaration  of  the  Prime 
Minister  himself.  The  Prime  Minister, 
immediately  upon  his  assumption  of 
Office,  acquainted  those  whom  he  was 
addressing  ''  elsewhere,"  that  there  were 
cases,  as  he  believed,  where  the  judicial 
rents  could  not  be  paid.    Is  was  perfectly 
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true,  he  stated,  in  what  way  the  fuuds 
were  to  be  found.     He  stated  they  wore 
to  be  found  by  drawing  on  the  Exchequer 
of  this  country — a  proposition  prema- 
turely bom  iuto  the  world,  where  it  was 
not    destined   to    survive,   and    it    has 
already,  I  think  I  may  safely  say,  re- 
ceived its  quietus.     If  the  judicial  rents 
are  too  high — if  you,  who  say  so  in  an 
authentic  form,   are    about  to   provide 
means  for  their  reduction,  it  will  not  be 
out  of  the  Exchequer  of  this  country  that 
the  difference  will   be  made  up.      My 
only  purpose  in  mentioning  this  now  is 
to  make  good  beyond  all  dispute  my 
assertion  that,  in  the  face  of  the  country, 
the  Executive  Government  has  taken  a 
measure  which  implies  and  involves  the 
fact  that  in  certain  cases  these  rents  are 
too  high,  and  which  therewith,  by  an  iron 
necessity,  also  involves  an  engagement 
on  their  part  that  relief  shall  be  given 
in  respect  of   such  cases.     Very  well ; 
then  how  far  have  we  got  in  the  argu- 
ment?     [^Laughter  from  the  Ministerial 
Be^iches,']     I  am  sorry  if  my  remarks  are 
too  long ;  but  I  have  not  yet  occupied 
more  time,  I  think,  than  was  very  pro- 
perly and  becomingly  occupied  by  the 
Mover  and  Seconder  of  the  Amendment, 
or  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland,  and  I 
take  it  rather  as  a  compliment  if  my 
argument  is  found  to  grate  a  little  upon 
the  minds  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 
I  am,  moreover,  anxious  that  wo  should 
make  further  progress  towards  the  com- 
pletion of  the  argument.     Hon.  Mem- 
bers  need   not  be  alarmed — I  will  not 
long  delay  the  conclusion  of  my  remarks. 
The    point,   then,    that   we    have  now 
reached  is  this — that  there  being  this 
admission — that  there  are  rents  which 
are  too  high,  and  there  being  this  en- 
gagement to  afford  relief  in  respect  of 
such  rents,  the  engagement  amounts  to 
this — that  when  the  Commission,  which 
is  not  yet  fixed,  has  inquired,  and  has 
reported,  when    the   Government  have 
considered,   when  the  draftsmen  have, 
under  their  instructions,  been   able  to 
frame  their  Bill,  when  they  have  intro- 
duced their  Bill,  and  have  induced  Par- 
liament to  pass  it,  then  relief  shall  be 
afforded.     Our  contention  is  this,  and  I 
consider  it  to  be  irresistible,  and  not  one 
word  that  has  fallen  from  the  Mover  and 
Seconder  of  the  Amendment— not  one 
word  that  has  fallen  from  the  lion,  and 
learned  Gentleman  in  the  slightest  de- 
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gree  touches  this  eontention — ^tfayfttyoa 
have  laid  down  the  steps  of  a  long  and 
complicated  operation,  and  that,  in  the 
meantime,  there  exist,  in  the  law,  powen 
for  inflicting  the  penalties  of  the  law 
upon  a  body  of  men  with  respect  to 
whom  you  have  yourselves,  by  jour  own 
act,  laid  down  that  they  are  unable  to 
pay  their  rents.  I  say  that  you  cannot^ 
in  reason  and  propriety,  justify  sueh  a 
state  of  arrangements  as  that.  If  yon 
have  recognized  their  inability — and  you 

have  recognized  it [Crf>«  of  **riro, 

no  !  "]     Why,  your  Commission,  of  it- 
self, involves  the  acknowledgment   of 
it.     [_Efnewed  cries  of  ''No!"]     Is  it 
possible  that  there  are  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  the  other  side,  however  new  in  their 
Parliamentary    experience,     who     can 
dream  for  one  moment  that  Her  Ma^ 
jesty's  Government  can  issue  a  Comcnis- 
sion  to  inquire  whether  the  exceptional 
fall  in  prices  has  affected  the  payment 
of  rents  under  the  Act  of  1881 — that 
they  can  issue  such  a  Commission,  before 
they  have  made  up  their  own  minds  that, 
in  certain  cases,  the  exceptional  fall  in 
prices  has  taken  place.     I  say  it  would 
be  a  piece  of  monstrous  injustice  on  the 
part  of  Parliament  to  allow  the  opera- 
tions of  the  law  to  go  forward,  and  to 
allow  men  to  be  evicted  from  their  hold- 
ings in  Ireland  on  account  of  rent  un- 
paid, not  from  want  of  will  to  pay,  but 
from  an  absolute  inability  to  pay,  which 
you  yourselves  have  admitted.     [^Crm 
0/  *  •  No !  "]     Sir,  with  respect  to  the  Bill 
before  us,  I  deal  with  it  simply  as  a 
measure  proposed  for  second  reading. 
The   hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Cork  has  introduced  into  the  Bill,  in  the 
first  place,  a  reasonable  Preamble.    Had 
I  had  the  framing  of  such  a  Preamhlep 
I  should  not  have  used  exactly  the  same 
terms  as  those  which  it  contains ;  but  if 
the  Bill  reach  the  stage  of  Committee, 
of  course  it  will  be  open  to  me  or  any 
other  person  to  amend  the  Preamble  so 
as  to  bring  the  Bill  itself  into  more  exact 
corresponaence  with  our  opinions.     The 
hon.  Member  gives  relief  in  this  Bill  to 
the  class  of  leaseholders.      I  need  not 
refer  to  the  course  taken  by  us  in  1881, 
and    since   1881,   with  respect  to  that 
class.     I  have  never  committed  myself 
to  an  interference  with  the  rents  paid 
under  existing    leaseholds.      I    should 
hold  myself  entirely  open   to  consider 
what  has  been  said,  not  by  Gentlemen 
of  the  National  Party,  but  by  Gentlemen 
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sitting  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House, 
and  including  among  them  the  most 
valorous  and  determined  of  them — I 
mean  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
North  Armagh  (Colonel  Saunderson) — 
who  has  addressed  to  us  the  language 
of  open  war  more  repeatedly  and  deter- 
minedly than  any  other  Member  of  this 
House,  and  the  still  more  remarkable 
passage  near  the  close  of  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved  the 
Amendment,  and  who  indicated  that, 
should  inquiry  appear  to  be  warranted, 
he,  for  his  part,  was  very  much  disposed 
to  give  to  the  leaseholders  the  advan- 
tages enjoyed  by  other  occupiers  in  Ire- 
land. I  will  not  go  into  the  mode  in 
which  he  described  the  moral  and  ethical 
character  of  this  relief.  It  was,  he  said, 
that  having  committed  one  injustice,  it 
was  necessary  to  commit  a  seccmd  injus- 
tice, in  order  to  avoid  the  committal  of  a 
third.  I  will  not  endeavour  to  interpret 
the  tirade  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  ;  but  I 
wish  only  to  say  that  this  is  a  subject  in 
which,  under  such  circumstances,  I  think 
every  man  will  do  well  to  reserve,  with 
regard  to  it,  his  free  discretion.  With 
respect  to  the  deposit  of  the  rent,  pro- 
posed by  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork,  I 
can  perfectly  well  understand  that  if 
once  we  arrive  at  a  conclusion  that  jus- 
tice requires  that,  in  some  shape  or 
other,  relief  should  be  afforded  to  the 
tenants  who  you  find  to  be  in  the  cate- 
gory, which  you  yourselves  have  estab- 
lished, of  incapacity  to  pay  the  judicial 
rents,  a  question,  which  I  have  no  doubt 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  will  be  pre- 
pared to  consider  with  an  open  mind, 
may  arise  as  to  the  nature  of  the  relief. 
The  first  thing  is,  of  course,  that  a  tem- 
porary arrest  of  proceedings  must  take 
place,  and  that  is  the  proposition  which  I 
put  to  every  candid  man  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  House,  and  to  those  on  this 
side  who  are  supposed  to  be  deeply 
pledged  to  support  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment on  the  Irish  Question,  that  it 
is  impossible  to  say,  admitting  you  have, 
in  certain  cases,  a  real  ground  of  griev- 
ance, and  that  the  tenants  are  unable  to 
pay  these  rents,  that  there  should  be 
allowed  ejectment  proceedings,  decrees 
of  eviction,  and  that  six  months  shall 
pass  away.  How  can  you  say  you  will 
have,  within  that  period  of  six  months, 
inquired,  drawn  your  Bill,  legislated 
on  the  subject,  and  bo  in  a  position 
to   afford    relief?      It  cannot  be,  Sir. 

VOL.   CCCIX.      [tuird  series.] 


Temporary  suspension  of  proceedings 
comes  first,  and  then  I  conceive  that 
an  argument  may  fairly  be  made  on 
the  question  whether  you  ought  to  stop 
your  proceedings  or  go  forward  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cork,  and  ^x  at 
once  the  amount  of  abatement  to  be 
made.  I  have  no  desire  to  misrepresent 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down ;  but  I  understood  him 
to  say  that  if  the  thing  were  to  be  done 
it  would  be  better  that  the  temporary 
abatement  should  be  settled  at  once,  as 
that  would  be  better  in  the  interest  of 
the  landlord  and  in  the  interest  of  the 
tenant,  than  to  leave  that  rather  limited 
question  open  to  be  a  subject  of  future 
litigation,  after  a  new  law  had  been 
passed.  I  own  that  that  is  my  opinion, 
and  I  believe  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork 
has  exercised  a  sound  judgment  in  pro- 
viding not  for  a  permanent,  but  for  a 
temporary,  settlement  of  the  judicial 
rent.  Then  comes  another  question — 
the  question  of  the  deposit.  I  appre- 
hend that  this  deposit,  although  we  have 
not  heard  much  about  it,  is  not  to  be, 
in  any  sense,  an  abatement — that  this 
deposit  is  not  the  essence  of  the  Bill. 
Whether  Parliament  should  exact  a  de- 
posit, and  what  its  amount  should  be, 
whether  it  would  be  better  to  empower 
the  Court  to  proceed  to  make  rules  on 
that  subject,  I  conceive  to  be  open  ques- 
tions to  be  disposed  of  in  Committee  on 
the  Bill.  I  do  not  look  upon  them  as 
any  part  of  the  controversy  between 
landlord  and  tenant  in  this  matter.  I 
think  that  if  it  is  felt  and  believed  that 
the  fixing  of  a  deposit  of  this  kind  is 
equivalent  to  a  dismissal  and  receipt  in 
full  for  the  rest  of  the  rent,  then  the 
argument  on  that  question  ought  to  be 
carefully  and  impartially  considered, 
and  for  my  own  part  I  wish  to  reserve 
full  and  entire  freedom  on  the  subject. 
That  which  I  urge,  and  which  not  one 
word  in  this  debate  has  yet  been  said  to 
displace,  or  to  confute,  is  this — that  we 
cannot  with  justice,  we  cannot  with  de- 
cency, make  and  send  forth  to  the  world 
this  admission — that  there  is  in  Ireland 
a  class  of  persons  who,  in  the  belief 
of  the  Executive  Government  of  this 
country,  are  unable  to  pay  their  judicial 
rents.  [Cries  of  **  No.  no!"  from  the 
Ministerial  Benches,']  Now,  Sir,  I  own  I 
am  astonished.  What  did  Lord  Balis- 
bury  mean  when  he  said  that  there  were 
rents  of  this  description — that  the  real 
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and  just  rents  would  fall  below  the 
judicial  rents,  and  that  the  difference 
must  be  made  up  out  of  the  Public  Ex- 
chequer ? 

The  chancellor  ofthe  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
(Paddington,  8.) :  Ho  never  said  any- 
thing of  the  kind. 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE:  We  all 
know  the  noble  Lord's  boldness  in  the 
matter  of  assertion — I  am  not  aware 
that  there  are  any  limits  Xm  that  bold- 
ness—[(7ri>«  of  **  Order!  "] — but  I  am 
in  the  recollection  of  other  Members  of 
the  House,  and  I  must  say  that  I  see 
no  ground  to  recede  from  what  I  have 
said.     [ Crie%  of  '*  Oh  !  "  and  **  Order !  " 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
Quote  the  passage. 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  It  is  un- 
necessary for  me  to  quote.  I  have  a 
perfect  right  to  refer  to  Ministerial  de- 
clarations— [An  hon.  Member:  Lord 
Salisbury  did  not  say  it] — and  I  believe 
it  has  never  been  contested  until  this 
moment,  when  its  inconvenience  begins 
to  be  felt.  I  maintain  that  I  was  per- 
fectly within  my  right,  and  that  there 
was  no  justification  for  the  presump- 
tuous demand  which  was  made  upon  me. 
Therefore,  if  such  a  declaration  were 
made  as  I  assert  to  have  been  made — 
not  that  I  heard  it  myself,  but  I  have 
referred  to  all  the  ordinary  sources  of 
information  which  establish  what  are 
called  facts  of  common  notoriety — then 
I  say  that  the  cry  of  **  No !  "  which  came 
from  that  quarter  of  the  House  is  ap- 
plicable to  the  declaration  of  Lord  Salis- 
bury, and  should  have  been  addressed 
to  those  declarations  which  take  their 
place  as  historical  facts  rather  than  to 
my  reference  to  them.  I  have  given  no 
opinion  upon  the  question  of  the  Com- 
mission about  to  be  issued  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government.  Both  of  my  right 
hon.  Friends  near  me  (Sir  William  Har- 
court  and  Mr.  John  Morley),  and  Gentle- 
men in  this  quarter  of  the  House,  and 
I.  myself,  referred  to  the  danger  which 
wo  saw  when  we  first  heard  of  the  Com- 
mission, of  the  enormous  injustice  of 
sanctioning,  in  the  face  of  the  world, 
tlie  doctrine  that  there  are  rents  which 
cannot  be  paid,  and  leaving  tho  persons 
liable  to  those  rents  to  be  evicted  from 
their  liouses,  and  lose  the  little  property 
they  retain  in  their  holdings,  while  we 
are  making  inquiries  and  conducting  the 
elaborate  processes  to  which  they  may 

Mr.  W.  E,  QlaMone 


possibly  lead.  It  is,  Sir,  because  I  b^ 
lieve  in  the  necessity  of  relief  of  that 
kind  that,  while  retaining  to  myself  fall 
liberty  to  consider  the  best  form  of 
dealing  with  it  in  Committee,  I  feel 
m J  self  absolutely  bound,  in  honour  and 
in  j  ustice,  to  vote  for  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  which  I  believe  to  be,  ine- 
spective  of  questions  of  general  polioj, 
on  which  I  do  not  now  enter,  an  absolute 
and  necessary  consequence  of  that  im- 
portant proceeding  on  the  part  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  whereby  they 
have  committed  themselves  to  proposi- 
tions of  the  deepest  importance,  and 
possibly  involving  the  country  in  con- 
sequences the  magnitude  of  which 
none  of  us  are  yet  fully  capable  of  esti- 
mating. 

The  SECRETAEY  of  STATE*  toe 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews,  Birmingham,  E.) :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  addressed 
the  House  prefaced  his  observations  by 
saying  that  he  was  sorry  to  find  that  no 
agreement  on  this  subject  had  been  come 
to  between  the  two  sides  of  the  House. 
I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  must 
have  forgotten  the  language  used  by  my 
noblo  Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  ELx- 
chequer  (Lord  Kandolph  Churchill)  in 
conceding  a  day  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork  (Mr.  Parnell)  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  this  measure  before  the  House. 
My  noble  Friend  guarded  himself  most 
carefully  against  the  conclusion  and  the 
suggestion  upon  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  hopes  were  founded.  He 
said  that  he  trusted  that  no  one,  at 
any  time,  would  suppose  that  in  giving 
a  day  to  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork 
for  the  discussion  of  the  measure,  the 
Government  were  intimating,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  agreement  or  conces- 
sion. Nothing  could  bo  more  distinct 
than  the  words  of  the  Leader  of  the 
House,  and,  therefore,  when  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  rose  and  said 
that  he  had  hopes  of  an  agreement,  or 
of  an  approximation  to  an  agreement, 
between  the  two  sides  of  the  House,  his 
hopes  must  have  been  founded  simply 
on  general  goodwill  towards  the  Trea- 
sury Bench  which  led  him  to  indulge 
in  those  hopes.  The  next  topic  on 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  inte- 
rested the  House  was  a  personal  com- 
ment upon  my  two  hon.  Friends  who 
moved  and  seconded  the  Amendment  to 
the  Bill.    Said  the  right  hon.  Qenile- 
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man — **  Remember  who  has  moved  this 
Amendment ;  he  is  not  an  Irish  agricul- 
turist." 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE:  No;  I 
did  not  say  that.  I  said  ''not  a  Mem- 
ber for  an  agrioultiirai  constituency." 

Mr.  MATTHEWS  :  "  He  is  not  a 
Member  for  an  agricultural  constitu- 
ency." [An  hon.  Member:  An  Irish 
agricultural  constituency.]  Well,  **  an 
Irish  ao;ricultural  constituency ;  "  but  we 
are  talking  of  nothing  but  Ireland  now. 
[An  hon.  Member:  What  about  Dun- 
garvan  ?  and  crus  of  *' Order!"]  The 
hon.  Gentleman  who  moved  this  Amend- 
ment is  a  landlord  in  Ulster  and  Chair- 
man of  the  Cork  Grand  Jury,  and  yet 
he  is  not  qualified,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  to  propose  to  the 
House  an  Amendment  upon  an  Irish 
agricultural  question.  One  of  the  great 
objections  to  him  is  that  he  is  a  Member 
for  an  English  borough.  We,  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  can  understand  the 
views  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  holds 
on  the  subject  of  the  Union  between 
England  and  Ireland ;  but  we,  on  our 
feide,  regard  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cambridge  (Mr.  Penrose  Fitzgerald)  as 
being  as  fully  qualified  and  as  fully  en- 
titled to  deal  with  Irish  agricultural 
questions  as  any  hon.  Member  here. 
Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
that  the  Amendment  was  not  moved  by 
any  county  Member,  and  attributed  it 
to  lukewarmedness  or  hesitation  of  opi- 
nion among  the  county  Members  on  this 
side  of  the  House.  But  is  it  a  county 
Member  who  has  moved  the  second 
reading  of  this  Bill  ?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  challenged  any  Irish 
county  Member  on  this  side  to  get  up 
and  state  whether  he  approves  of  the 
Bill  or  not.  Does  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man seriously  think  or  suppose  that  the 
Irish  landlords  welcome  a  measure  by 
which  half  their  rents — which  are  none 
too  high  at  present — are  to  be  taken 
from  them  ?  There  is  a  silence  which 
is  specially  eloquent ;  but  I  have  no 
doubt  there  are  a  number  of  Members 
on  this  side  of  the  House  who  will 
gratify  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and 
inform  him  of  tho  opinion  entertained 
by  Irish  county  Members  as  to  the  Bill 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork.  Turning 
to  the  subject  of  judicial  rents,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  he  re- 
cognized no  general  sacredness  in  judi- 
cial rent. 


Me.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  I  beg  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's 
pardon.  I  said  no  general  sacredness 
bevond  other  rent. 

Mb.  MATTHEWS :  I  accept  the 
correction  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman ; 
but  I  took  down  the  words  at  the  time 
they  were  uttered,  and  I  thought  I  had 
done  so  accurately.  If  by  general  sacred- 
ness beyond  other  rents  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  means  that  the  Legislature 
has  not  given  landlords  any  pledge  that 
judicial  rents  shall  be  paid  with  greater 
regularity  than  other  rente,  of  course  we 
all  agree  with  him.  But  he  will  not 
deny  that,  by  his  measure  of  1881,  some 
pledge  and  some  undertaking  was  given 
by  Parliament  to  the  Irish  landlords 
with  regard  to  their  rents.  And  this  is 
the  pledge  that  was  given  and  the  un- 
dertaking that  was  made — ^that,  once 
fixed,  the  judicial  rents  should  not  be 
interfered  with  by  authority.  Do  not 
let  it  be  supposed  that  I  am  criticizing 
the  measure  of  1881.  I  am  merely 
stating  what  it  is,  and  the  arguments 
by  which  it  was  defended  and  j  ustified. 
I  am  assuming  that  the  arguments  were 
well-founded.  Well,  it  was  said — **  We 
will  no  longer  leave  you  under  the 
ordinary  law  of  supply  and  demand ; 
we  will  not  leave  you  to  exercise  the 
freedom  of  contract  which  all  other  per- 
sons enjoy  ;  we  will  take  from  you  Irish 
landlords  the  right  to  settle  your  own 
rents  with  your  own  tenants,  and  we 
will  do  that  for  the  reasons  and  upon 
the  plea  that  one  party  to  the  contract 
— the  tenant — is  not  free  and  is  not  upon 
fair  and  equal  terms  with  you — the  land- 
lord— and,  therefore,  for  freedom  of  con- 
tract, we  will  substitute  official  valua- 
tion ;  we  will  choose  the  wise  and  perfect 
just  man,  who  will  fix  the  fair  and 
reasonable  amount  of  the  rent  to  be 
paid.  That  is  taking  from  you  land- 
lords one-half  of  the  rights  you  possess 
and  the  privileges  you  enjoy ;  but,  in 
exchange  for  that,  we  say,  in  the  terms 
of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  that  for  15 
years  there  shall  be  no  interference  with 
judicial  rents;  and  we  also  say,  in  the 
terms  of  that  Act,  that  if  the  statutory 
rent  is  not  paid,  you  shall  recover  pos- 
session of  your  land."  These  things 
are  said  in  plain  and  undisputable  terms 
in  the  Act  itself,  and  I  am  certain  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  will 
not  assert  that  that  does  not  constitute 
a  Parliamentary  pledge  to  those  who 
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have  founded  just  and  reasonable  ex- 
pectations upon  them.  Therefore,  al- 
though it  may  be  true  that  judicial 
rents  have  no  greater  sacredness  than 
other  rents,  they  have  this  sacredness — 
that  the  Legislature  has  pledged  itself 
for  1 5  years  not  to  interfere  by  authority 
with  the  rents  which  it  has  fixed  itself — 
not  upon  the  plea  of  bungling  and  mis- 
take of  its  agents,  not  upon  the  plea  that 
those  agents  were  noodles  instead  of  wise 
men,  and  not  upon  the  plea  that  they  did 
not  notice  that  which  every  body  was  think- 
ing of — namely,  that  the  increasing  im- 
portations from  America  would  lead  to 
a  fall  in  prices.  The  Act  was  framed 
and  brought  in  by  the  right  hon.  Qen- 
tleman  himself,  and  a  pledge  was  given 
to  the  Irish  landlords  that  they  should 
be  undisturbed  by  any  public  authority 
for  15  years;  that  their  judicial  rents 
should  remain  ;  and  that  if  there  was 
any  default  of  payment,  the  tenant 
should  be  dispossessed  of  the  land  he 
held.  I  am  far  from  saying  that  it  is  not 
within  the  competence  of  Parliament  to 
alter  pledges  of  that  kind,  in  case  the 
circumstances  should  alter.  Of  course, 
it  can — that  is  a  mere  truism  in  politics 
— but  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  Parlia- 
liament  or  of  its  Leaders,  to  deny  that 
the  pledge  was  given.  If  you  take  it 
back,  take  it  away  openly  and  manfully,  if 
the  circumstances  are  such  that  you  are 
obliged  to  break  your  pledge.  I  do  not 
say  that  even  that  would  be  within  the 
competence  of  Parliament — certainly  it 
would  not  be  within  the  competence  of 
an  honest  Parliament  desiring  to  act 
fairly  to  all  parties.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  finds  no  particular  or  gene- 
ral sacredness  in  the  specific  and  clear 
words  of  an  Act  of  Parliament;  but. 
strange  to  say,  the  instant  he  comes  to 
the  language  of  a  Commission,  it  is  per- 
fectly astonishing  what  inferences  he 
draws  from  it.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
xan  finds  in  that  language  assertions, 
promises,  imperative  grounds  for  voting 
for  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  and 
obligations  and  consequences  of  the  most 
alarming  character.  One  assertion  the 
righthon.Gentleman  made  which,!  think, 
on  reflection,  he  will  not  consider  to  be 
accurate.  He  said  the  first  time  that  any- 
body discussed  the  inability  of  the  Irish 
judicial  tenants  to  pay  their  rents  was 
when  the  Government  issued  their  Com- 
mission. I  til  ink  that  must  have  been 
a  slip  of  memory  or  a  slip  of  the  tongue 

Mr.  3iaiihewn 


on  the  part  of  the  right  hon.  Ghentleman. 
Twill  not  treat  him  as  he  has  treated  Iiovd 
Salisbury,  and  refuse  to  quote.  I  will 
quote  the  words  that  he  used  on  the 

19th  of  August — 

''  We  know  the  opinion  that  prevails  in  Ira- 
land— that  of,  at  all  events,  a  large  portion  of 
the  community,  in  consequences  of  the  ohaaget 
in  agricultural  values— that  there  is  a  difficulty 
in  maintaining  the  judicial  rents.*' — (3  H^tumrdt 
[308]  112.) 

[Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstoite  :  Hear,  hear  I] 
These  are  the  words  of  the  ri^ht  hon. 
Gentleman,  uttered  before  the  Reference 
to  this  Commission  was  published.  iSrom 
that    little    mustard    seed,    judiciously 
sprinkled  amongst   the   hon.  Members 
below  the  Gangway,  has  sprung  up  this 
tree  which  we  see  to-night.     I  think, 
therefore,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will, 
upon  consideration,  retract  the  statement 
that  it  was  the  Beference  to  the  Govern- 
ment Commission  that  first  started  the 
idea  of  the  inability  of  the  Irish  tenants 
to  pay  the  judicial  rents.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  a  master  of  interpretation 
and  of  all  distinctions  of  language,  and 
he  says  that  the  language  of  the  Befer- 
ence to  the  Commission  contains  an  ad- 
mission, and,  in  fact,  an  assertion  thai 
judicial    rents   cannot  be  paid.     [Mr. 
W.  E.  Gladstone:  Some  rents.]    Borne 
rents !     Well,  one  can  never  nope  to 
quote  the  right    hon.  Gentleman   cor- 
rectly.  [Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstoste  :  Never.] 
Some   rents   cannot  be  paid!     It  is  a 
most  extraordinary  thing  that  the  word 
*'  rent "  is  not  mentioned  from  one  end 
of  the  Reference  to  the  other ;  **  rent," 
which  it  is  said  we  have  solemnly  and 
conclusively  admitted  cannot  be  paid, 
does  not  occur  in  the  Keference  to  the 
Commission.      It  may  startle  and  sur- 
prise right  hon.   Gentlemen    opposite, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  it  « ill  startle  and 
surprise  the  House,  to  hear  that  the  Go- 
vernment framed  the  Eeference  to  this 
Commission  in  a  fair  and  impartial  spirit, 
wishing  not  to  shut  out— [^4  laugh  from 
Sir  WiLtJAM  Haecouht.]  That  statement 
seems  to  amuse  the  right  lion.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Derby  as  if  it  were  too 
laughable  to  be  believed  in.     The  Go- 
vernment indicate  no   opinion   in  this 
Eeference.     Do  let  the  House  listen  to 
the  words  of  the  Beference — •*  The  Com- 
missioners will  be  appointed  to  inquire 
to   what  extent,   if  any" — this  is  the 
solemn  admission — *' to  what  extent,  if 
any,  and  in  what  parts  of  Ireland,  the 
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operation  of  the  Land  Act  of  1881  " — 
has  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  vision 
become  so  faulty  that  he  does  not  see  a 
wide  distinction  between  these  words 
and  the  words  **  payment  of  rent?" 
l^Cries  of  " Go  on  !  "]  1  am  going  on — 
*'  the  operation  of  the  Land  Act  of  1881 
is  affected  either  by  a  combination  to  re- 
sist the  enforcement  of  legal  obligations 
or  by  an  exceptional  fall  in  prices.** 
That  is  all  upon  this  point.  Well,  now, 
I  say  again  I  am  not  such  a  master  of 
interpretation  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man ;  but,  looking  at  these  words  as  a 
plain,  simple  man,  it  seems  to  me  that 
they  indicate  two  possible  causes  for  an 
alleged,  but  not  an  asserted,  modifica- 
tion of  the  Land  Act.  The  operation  of 
the  Land  Act  of  1881  is  said  to  be 
atfected  in  two  ways — by  a  combination 
to  resist  the  enforcement  of  legal  obliga- 
tions, or  by  an  exceptional  fall  in  prices. 
But  the  fall  in  prices  is  not  here  first 
asserted  by  us  Who  first  asserted  an 
exceptional  fall  in  prices  ?  As  I  have 
shown,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  That  is 
a  totally  erroneous  representation.  I 
most  distinctly  stated  in  that  speech 
that  I  did  not  express  any  opinion  for 
myself. 

Mr.  MATTHEWS:  I  am  drawing 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  attention  to 
the  fact  that  he  gave  expression  to,  or 
repeated  in  this  House,  the  opinion 
that  prevailed  in  Ireland,  or,  at  all 
events,  amongst  a  large  portion  of  the 
community,  that  in  consequence  of  the 
chans:e3  in  agricultural  values  there  is 
a  difficulty  in  obtaining  rent.  It  is  quite 
true  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  with 
that  singular  caution  which  he  has  ob- 
served to-night  in  not  committing  him- 
self to  the  opinion  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cork,  any  more  than  he  has  com- 
mitted himself  to  the  bare  skeleton  of 
the  hon.  Member's  Bill,  went  on  to 
say— 

"  I  am  not  qualified  to  give  un  opinion  on 
that  subject  for  myself,  and  I  give  no  opinion." 
—(3   Hansard,  [308]  112.) 

But  I  should  like  to  know  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  hon.  Mem- 
bers below  the  Gangway  would  have 
said  if  the  Government,  in  issuing  their 
Commission  of  Inquiry,  had  suppressed 
all  inquiry  into  the  alleged  causes  which 
have,  in  the  opinion  of  some  hon.  Mem- 
bers, affected  the  operation  of  the  Land 
Act  of  1881  ?     If  we  had  shut  that  out 


from  the  inquiry  of  the  Commission, 
surely  we  should  have  been  charged, 
and  justly  charged,  with  partiality.  In 
the  Reference  we  do,  what  any  impartial 
and  any  fair  men  are  open  to  do,  we 
suggest  that  two  possible  causes  are 
operating  detrimentally  upon  the  Land 
Act  of  1881.  Surely,  by  the  suggestion 
of  those  two  causes,  we  do  not  indicate  a 
preference  for  the  one  rather  than  for 
the  other.  Well,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman said  that  the  Beference  to  the 
Commission  contain  both  an  assertion 
and  a  promise ;  that  they  contain  im- 
perative grounds  for  voting  for  this  Bill ; 
that  they  contain  an  actual  admission 
that  rents  cannot  be  paid.  [Mr.  W.  E. 
Gladstone  :  Some  rents.]  Does  that 
really  alter  the  character  of  my  argu- 
ment ?  [Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone  :  Yes.] 
I  am  complaining  of  a  strained  and  un- 
due interpretation  given  to  the  language 
of  this  Beference.  I  say  the  Beference 
contains  no  admission  that  rents  are  too 
high  ;  it  contains  no  admission  that  any 
rents  are  too  high ;  and  it  is  equally  un- 
true that  it  admits  that  some  rents  are 
too  high.  There  is  no  difference  in  the 
world  between  the  two.  There  is  no 
such  admission  to  be  fairly  found  within 
the  four  corners  of  the  Beference  to  the 
Commission.  There  is  no  declaration 
that  rents  are  too  high,  or  that  any  rents 
are  too  high,  or  that  some  rents  are  too 
high;  and  I  challenge  anyone  to  put  his 
finger  on  words  in  the  Beference  that 
are  susceptible  of  that  meaning.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  says — "You  have 
admitted  that  Irish  tenants  cannot  pay 
the  judicial  rents,  and,  therefore,  you 
are  bound  to  legislate  at  once,  before 
the  Commission  has  made  their  Beport, 
before  they  have  told  you  what  you  de- 
sire to  learn — namely,  whether  or  not 
there  has  been,  to  any  extent,  and  what 
extent,  if  any,  any  affection  of  the  ope- 
ration of  the  Land  Act  of  1881  by  an 
exceptional  fall  in  the  price  of  produce." 
That  is  the  doctrine  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman ;  but  is  that  the  doctrine 
which  he  has  followed  himself  ?  I  should 
like  to  draw  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
attention  to  this — He  has  preached  to 
us  to-night,  that  by  these,  as  I  say,  per- 
fectly unambiguous  and  innocuous  terms, 
we  have  made  an  admission,  an  asser- 
tion, and  a  promise  so  strong  and  so 
binding,  that  we  are  bound  to  proceed 
instantly  with  legislation  upon  the  Bill 
of  the  hoD.  Member  for  Cork,  without 
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waiting^  for  that  inquiry  which,  I  sup- 
pose, it  appears  we  desire  to  have  made 
by  the  Commission  that  we  have  ap- 
pointed. But  does  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's practice  agree  with  his  theory 
of  to-night?  He  issued  a  Commission 
to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the 
crofters.  That  Commission  reported, 
and  four  years  elapsed  before  the  right 
hon.  G-eutleman  proposed  to  legislate. 
Was  there  an  assertion,  was  there  a 
promise,  in  the  appointment  of  the 
Crofters'  Commission  ?  If  so,  how 
singularly  did  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man disregard  them.  And  I  am  re- 
minded that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Derby,  after  the  asser- 
tion, the  admission,  the  promise  contained 
in  the  appointment  of  the  Crofters'  Com- 
mission, met  the  unhappy  crofters  with 
artillery.  There  was  no  legislation  by 
way  of  relief ;  there  was  no  staying  of 
proceedings;  there  was  no  letting  the 
crofters  off  on  payment  into  Court  of  a 
trifle ;  no,  as  I  say,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman (iSir  William  Harcourt)  met  the 
complaints  and  remonstrances  of  the 
crofters  with  artillery,  and  for  four  years 
no  legislation  took  place.  Well,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  have  now  gone  through  all 
the  arguments  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  addressed  to 
the  House.  His  arguments,  in  reality, 
amounted  to  one,  and  one  only — **The 
Government  have  issued  this  Commis- 
sion ;  Lord  Salisbury  lias  used  language 
in  the  House  of  Lords  which  1  will  not 
quote ;  and,  in  consequence,  I  am  bound 
in  conscience  to  vote  lor  this  Bill."  But 
does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  approve 
of  this  Bill  ?  Why,  no ;  not  of  a  single 
clause  of  it.  The  Preamble  is  not  right ; 
and  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  had 
the  framing  of  it,  he  would  have  framed 
it  in  a  totally  different  way ;  the  clause 
as  to  leases  is  not  right,  and  if  tlie  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  here  when  the  Bill 
ever  reaches  Committee,  that  clause 
must  ho  entirely  modified.  [Mr.  AV.  E. 
Gladstone  :  Nu.]  I  am  very  Horry  if 
I  have  misrepresented  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  1  listened  to  his  language 
with  the  greatest  attention  I  was  ca- 
pable of  paying  to  it,  and  I  took  down, 
as  he  spoke,  what  I  thought  was  the  sub- 
stance of  it,  and  it  did  seem  to  me  there 
was  not  a  single  provision  of  this  Bill 
of  which  he  approved.  I  understood  him 
to  say  that  the  temporary  staying  of 
evictions  was  a  matter  open  to  argument. 

Iff,  Matthewi 


Mr.  W.  E,  GLADSTONE:  I  must 
apologize,  Sir.  I  have  never  known  an 
occasion  in  which  there  has  been  ao 
much  misrepresentation.  I  said  the 
temporary  staying  of  proceedings  was 
obviously  and  absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  MATTHEWS :  I  am  very  glad 
to  find  that  there  is,  then,  one  clause  of 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ap- 
proves ;  but  the  discretion  g^yen  to 
the  Court  he  decidedly  said  was  open 
to  question.  In  that  I  am  sure  I  am 
not  wrong.  At  any  rate,  I  am  justified 
in  saying  that  neither  the  clauses  nor  the 
Preamble  of  this  Bill  met  with  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman's  absolute  approval,  and 
that  certainly  he  has  urged  upon  the 
House  no  argument  or  reason  why  any 
of  us  should  vote  for  the  second  reading 
of  this  Bill,  except  this — ^that  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  have  issued  a  Com- 
mission to  inquire  to  what  extent,  if 
any,  and  in  what  parts  of  Ireland,  the 
operation  of  the  Land  Act  has  been 
affected  by  the  causes  named.  Now, 
Mr.  Speaker,  when  a  measure  of  this 
magnitude  is  supported  by  a  right  hon. 
Gentleman  of  such  eminence  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  with  such  arguments,  I 
am  prepared  to  say  that  he  gives  but  a 
lukewarm  support  to  the  Bill.  Inas* 
much,  therefore,  as  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  not  contributed  much  to  the 
support  of  the  Bill,  I  &hall  certainly  not 
detain  the  House  at  this  hour  (12.15) 
by  many  words  in  support  of  the 
Amendment  now  before  the  House.  I 
should  be  glad  to  hear  some  answer 
— the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  cer- 
tainly not  given  it — to  the  arguments 
which  have  fallen  from  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Solicitor  General 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Gibson),  who  has,  I 
submit  to  the  House,  demonstrated  that 
this  Bill  is,  in  reality,  an  invitation  to 
all  Irish  tenants  to  strike  against  rent, 
not  by  the  means  which  have  hitherto 
been  adopted,  but  by  the  legal  and 
regular  means  projected  by  the  clauses 
of  this  Bill.  The  Court  have  no  dis- 
ci etion  to  refuse  a  stay  of  proceed- 
ings ;  that  must  be  given  to  a  perfectly 
solvent  tenant,  a  tenant  who  has  got 
money  in  his  pocket  and  stock  on  his 
farm,  who  has  not  been  affected  the 
least  in  the  world  by  any  fall  in  prices, 
['*  Oh !  "J  We  believe  it  is  so.  There 
is  no  restriction  whatever  in  Clause  3. 
There  is  no  condition  except  the  pay- 
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ment  into  Court  of  half  the  rent  due ;  . 
upon  that  the  Court  shall  stay  proceed-  ■ 
ings.  It  is  wholly  unnecessary  for  the 
tenant  to  prove  that  he  is  insolvent — 
that  he  is  unable  to  pay.  He  may  be  a 
perfectly  solvent  man ;  he  may  be  un- 
affocted,  I  repeat,  by  the  fall  in  prices  ; 
ho  may  have  had  a  judicial  rent  fixed 
for  him  that  was  perfectly  fair  ;  and  he 
may  have  abundant  means  in  his  pos- 
session with  which  to  pay  all  the  rent 
due,  yet,  upon  his  application  to  the 
Court,  the  landlord  is  to  be  hung  up  for 
lialf  the  rent  due  up  to  the  time  the 
application  was  made,  and  for  the  whole 
of  the  rent  subsequent  to  the  arrest  of 
proceedings  in  1886,  and  for  the  whole 
of  the  year  1887,  unless  the  application 
is  disposed  of  before  that  time. 

Mr.  PARNELL  (Cork) :  The  clause 
is  similar  to  one  in  the  Arrears  Act. 

Mr.  MATTHEWS:  No;  it  is  not 
quite  similar  to  a  clause  in  the  Arrears 
A(?t.  But  I  am  just  now  drawing  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  results  of 
the  Bill  as  it  stands.  Any  tenant,  how- 
ever solvent,  however  well  ofi',  may  get 
the  advantage  of  the  Bill  by  paying  half 
the  rent  into  Court.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Cork  said,  with  a  little  inaccuracy,  I 
think,  that  200,000  applications  were 
disposed  of  under  the  Arrears  Act  in 
four  months — I  took  down  the  hon. 
Members  words — "inability  to  pay  in 
200,000  cases  was  decided  in  four 
months." 

Mr.  PARNELL  :  I  said  approaching 
200,000. 

Mr.  MATTHEWS:  Approaching! 
The  real  number  is  125,000  cases  from 
November,  1882,  to  30th  April,  1883. 
[Mr.  DiLLOX  (Mayo,  E.) :  137,000.]  If 
I  accept  the  correction,  that  shows  a 
considerable  difference  ;  that  cannot  be 
culled  about  200,000.  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cork  regards  the  deposit  in 
Court — whether  it  should  be  a  half  or 
three  quarters — in  the  same  loose  sense, 
I  can  understand  the  discrepancy  in  his 
statement.  In  the  case  of  the  Arrears 
Act,  landlords  were  ready  to  consider 
two  years'  arrears  as  a  bad  debt;  but 
do  you  suppose  that,  in  this  case,  the 
Irish  landlords  will  submit  without  a 
struggle?  The  thousands  of  applica- 
tions that  will  be  made,  if  this  ^ill  is 
]  assed  into  law,  will  take  not  months, 
but  years  to  decide ;  and  under  the  stay 
of  proceedings  which  the  hon.  Member 
proposes  to  give,  the  landlord  during  all 


this  time  will  get  no  rent.  But  that  is 
by  no  means  the  greatest  objection  to 
the  Bill.  In  the  Bill,  as  it  stands,  the 
hon.  Member  professes  to  have  followed 
the  Arrears  Act ;  but,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  he  has  introduced  variations  which 
are  most  material.  Under  the  Arrears 
Act  the  tenant  must  be  unable  to  pay 
**  without  loss  of  his  holding,  or  depre- 
ciation of  the  means  necessary  for  the 
cultivation  thereof."  The  hon.  Member 
for  Cork  has,  in  this  Bill,  added  to 
that  provision  the  words  **or  stocking 
thereof."  He  has,  therefore,  made  the 
whole  of  the  tenant's  capital  exempt 
from  any  liability  of  rent.  However 
large  the  capital  may  be,  however  pros- 
perous and  complete  the  farm  may  be, 
all  that  is  not  to  be  taken  into  account 
in  considering  the  ability  of  the  tenant 
to  pay  his  rent.  When  the  Arrears  Act 
was  before  the  House,  it  was  suggested, 
by  way  of  amendment,  that  the  value  of 
the  holding  and  the  value  of  the  stock 
belonging  to  the  tenant^-certainly  the 
value  of  the  holding — should  be  taken 
into  account  as  a  possible  asset.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  pointed  out  very 
strongly  that  it  was  impossible  to  say 
that  if  a  tenant  owed,  for  instance,  £50 
rent,  and  had  got  a  holding  worth  £200, 
and  had  got  stock  worth  £200  more, 
these  two  assets  were  not  to  be  taken  into 
account  in  considering  whether  or  not 
he  was  unable  to  pay  his  rent.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Cork,  who  has  so  often 
quoted  the  Arrears  Act,  has  left  out  of 
this  Bill  any  clause  of  that  sort.  Neither 
the  value  of  the  holding  nor  the  value 
of  the  stock  is  referred  to  in  this  Bill  as 
a  possible  asset ;  therefore,  the  conse- 
qu^ce  of  this  Bill  is  this—that  if  there 
be  a  tenant  who  has  got  a  holding  worth 
five  or  six  times  the  amount  of  rent 
due ;  if  he  has  got  stock  worth  three  or 
four  times  the  amount  owing ;  if  he  has 
got  sufficient  money  in  his  possession  to 
pay  for  labour  upon  his  farm  during  the 
year,  and  for  the  sustenance  of  himself 
and  family — althoughhehasgotall these, 
the  landlord  is  to  treat  him  as  being  un- 
able to  pay,  and  the  Court  is  to  treat  him 
as  being  unable  to  pay,  because  he  is  not 
to  be  deprived  of  his  holding,  or  to  be 
deprived  of  the  means  necessary  for 
the  cultivation  thereof.  I  venture  to 
challenge  altogether  the  propriety  of 
the  reference  to  the  Arrears  Act.  Of 
all  the  legislation  with  regard  to  Ire- 
land, for  which  the  right  hon.  Oentle- 
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man  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  is  re- 
sponsible, he  will,  I  should  think,  look 
upon  the  Arrears  Act  as  least  worthy  to 
be  used  as  a  precedent.  Mr.  Trevelyan, 
who  was  then  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land, pointed  out  how  exceptional  a 
measure  the  Arrears  Act  was ;  how,  to 
use  his  own  words,  '' necessary  it  was  to 
have  exceptional  methods  to  meet  a  great 
catastrophe."  What  was  it  that  the 
Arrears  Act  dealt  with  ?  With  arrears 
of  rent  antecedent  to  the  fixing  of 
the  judicial  rents,  and  antecedent  to 
1881.  And  what  did  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  do  by  his  Bill  ?  As  already 
has  been  pointed  out,  he  compelled  the 
tenant  to  pay  one  year's  rent,  and  he 
compelled  the  State  to  pay  anotheryear*s 
rent.  Does  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork 
propose,  in  his  Bill,  that  anything  should 
be  paid  by  the  State  ?  [»*  No  !  "]  I 
know  he  does  not,  and,  therefore,  I  do 
not  see  how  he  can  say  he  has  followed 
the  precedent  of  the  Arrears  Act.  The 
Arrears  Act  was  intended  to  settle  bad 
debts,  consisting  of  arrears  of  rent 
which,  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
framers  of  the  Act,  were  rents  that  were 
certainly  too  high.  The  arrangement 
they  made  was  that  the  tenant  should 
pay  one  year,  and  the  State  another  year. 
It  was  argued  that  if  there  were  more 
than  two  years  arrears,  it  was  not  un- 
reasonable to  consider  that  the  debt  was 
bad.  Who  does  not  know  perfectly  well 
that  in  Ireland,  arrears,  if  ttiey  are  more 
than  two  years*  old,  do  pass  into  that 
branch  of  the  ledger  from  which  no  com- 
mercial man  expects  to  get  anything? 
That  was  the  scheme  of  the  Arrears 
Act—  to  make  a  compromise  in  regard  to 
what  was  practically  a  bad  debt,  con- 
sisting of  admittedly  excessive  rents. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Cork  proposes  to 
deal  with  judicial  rents,  rents  fixed  in 
the  interest  of  the  tenant.  These  are 
the  rents  you  are  dealing  with,  and  you 
propose  to  cut  them  down,  not  only  in 
the  present,  but  in  the  future,  without 
any  compensation  to  the  landlord  with 
whom  you  have  given  a  Parliamentary 
pledge  that  you  would  not  touch  the 
rents  for  16  years.  Sir,  the  analogy 
between  the  Arrears  Act  and  this  Bill  is 
a  false  and  a  hollow  analogy.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  character  of  the  two 
transactions  that  is  really  equivalant. 
What  the  Bill  really  does  is  to  suggest 
to  the  Court  that  it  should  cut  the  rents 
down  by  one-half.      I  am  quite  aware 

Mr.  3[aithewH 


the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  uses  the 
words  '^  as  may  seem  to  them  just  and 
expedient."  I  do  not  know  what  the 
hon.  Member  means  by  these  words. 
If  by  just,  he  means  just  to  the  land- 
lord as  well  as  the  tenant,  I  say  justice 
to  the  landlord  demands  you  should  ob- 
serve the  Parliamentary  pledges,  or  give 
him  compensation.  It  is  not  just  to  the 
landlord  to  cut  down  the  rent  which  you 
said  you  would  not  interfere  with  for 
15  years.  I  fear  the  justice  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  means  is  a  yerj  one- 
sided justice — justice  from  the  tenant's 
point  of  view.  When  the  hon.  Member 
speaks  of  what  is  expedient,  I  confess 
my  alarm  is  intensified  and  heightened. 
I  do  not  know  whether  he  means  ex- 
pedient, in  order  to  stay  the  hand  of  the 
National  League,  or  to  stop  the  mid- 
night errands  of  the  Moonlighters.  If 
that  is  not  the  expediency,  what  other 
expediency  can  there  be  ?  What  other 
expediency  can  there  be  outside  of  jus- 
tice ?  And  that  is  all  the  guide  this  Bill 
gives  the  Court  to  determine  what  re- 
duction shall  be  granted.  I  have  looked, 
with  some  interest,  at  the  language  used 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  five  years 
ago,  to  see  what  his  opinions  were  at  that 
time.  Some  of  the  words  he  spoke  then 
are  so  pertinent  to  the  present  debate, 
that  I  may  be  allowed  to  quote  them. 
In  the  debate  on  the  Land  bill  of  1881, 
the  hon.  Member  used  these  word< 


**  Tho  Land  I^caguo  doctrine  is  that  any  at- 
tempt to  reconcile  the  respectire  interbtts  of 
the  landlords  and  tho  tenants  is  impossible.** 

Furthermore,  the  hon.  Member  said — 

'*  The  members  of  the  Land  League  do  not 
think  the  property  of  the  landlord  has  yet 
touched  bottom,  and  are  of  opinion  thnt  they 
should  not  be  bought  out,  until  more  is  known 
of  the  change  which  American  importations  are 
likely  to  produce.**— (S  Hantard^  [»6i]  888.] 

Some  hon.  Members,  therefore,  did  fore- 
see a  fall  in  prices ;  but  it  was  only  those 
hon.  Members,  whose  particular  business 
it  was  to  attend  to  a  possible  fall  in  prices, 
\i  ho  did  not  foresee  it.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber goes  on — 

*'But  the  League  has  undoubtedly  recom- 
mended compulsory  expropriation,  though  not 
for  all  landlords.'' -(/6«i/.) 

I  am  sorry  to  say  I  have  not  got  the 
exact  words  of  what  followed ;  but  the 
sense  is  this — that  he  desired  that  there 
should  be  power  given  to  a  Commission 
to  expropriate  compulsorily  those  land- 
lords who  were  acting  as  oentres  of  die- 
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turbance.  [  Cheers  from  the  Irish  Benches,"] 
I  am  glad  that  sentiment  is  cheered. 
That  is  all  they  recommended  up  to  the 
present  time,  in  the  shape  of  compulsory 
expropriation.  Sir,  in  these  words  I 
find  the  key  to  this  Bill.  It  is  another 
step,  and  a  long  step,  in  that  machinery 
of  compulsory  expropriation  which  is  to 
enable  landlords  to  be  bought  out  at  a 
price  which  the  hon,  Member  for  Cork 
thinks  reasonable.  This  Bill,  I  submit, 
is  not  a  serious  or  statesmanlike  pro- 
posal, intended  to  reconcile  with  fairness 
to  both  those  interests  of  landlord  and 
tenant  which  the  hon.  Member  declares 
to  be  incapable  of  reconciliation.  It  is 
a  measure  conceived  in  that  spirit  of 
class  partizanship,  together  with  class 
hatred,  which  is  intended  to  result  in  the 
destruction  of  a  class  towards  whom  the 
hon.  Member  has  displayed  already  so 
much  dislike  and  hatred.  When,  in  the 
course  of  this  debate,  an  hon.  Member 
on  this  side  of  the  House  spoke  of  this 
measure  bringing  landlords  to  the  work- 
house, the  statement  was  met  with  en- 
thusiastic and  amiable  cheers  from  the 
Benches  below  the  Gangway  opposite. 
Sir,  that  is  the  spirit  in  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  has  framed  and  brought 
in  this  Bill,  and  it  is  on  account  of  that 
spirit  that  the  Bill  will  meet  with  the 
determined  opposition  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and,  as  I  trust,  with  rejection  by 
the  House. 

Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY  (Newcastle- on- 
Tyne) :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  beg  to  move  the 
adjournment  of  the  debate. 

Motion  made,  and  Question,  **That 
the  Debate  be  now  adjourned,'* — (Mr, 
John  M>jrlei/,)—j)\it,  and  agreed  to. 

Debate  adjourned  till  To-morrow, 

CONSOLIDATED    FUND  (APPROPRIA- 
TION) BILL. 
{Mr.  Courtney^  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ^ 

Mr.  Jackson.) 

SECOXI)     READING. 

Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
^'  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 

time. 


)> 


LAW    AND     JUSTICE     (IRELAND)— IM- 
PRISONMENT OF  FATHER   FAHY. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :    I  should 
like  to  kuow  whether  the  Govern  meat 


have  any  statement  to  make  with  regard 
to  the  imprisonment  of  Father  Fahy? 
That  is  a  question  which  I  shall  feel 
bound  to  raise  on  every  stage  of  this  Bill. 
Since  we  last  detailed  the  case  in  the 
House,  Father  Fahy  has  succeeded  in 
reaching  the  public  ear  from  the  prison 
in  which  he  is  now  detained.  He  has 
been  interviewed  by  the  correspondent 
of  a  newspaper,  and,  in  the  course  of 
conversation,  he  gave  his  word  that  of 
the  language  attributed  to  him  by  Mr. 
Lewis  he  did  not  utter  one  single 
syllable.  He  said  that  no  consideration 
on  earth  would  induce  him  to  give  bail 
for  a  charge  of  which  he  was  absolutely 
innocent,  and  that  he  would  remain  in 
gaol  as  long  as  the  Government  chose  to 
hold  him  there,  rather  than  sacrifice  his 
character  and  standing  in  the  country  by 
giving  bail,  and  thereby  admitting  tho 
charge  levelled  against  him.  In  this 
interview,  he  declared  that,  so  far  from 
him  intimidating  Mr.  Lewis  or  using  to 
Mr.  Lewis  the  language  attributed  to 
him,  Mr.  Lewis  invited  him  into  his 
house;  that  they  there  discussed  the 
question  of  the  tenants  whom  Mr.  Lewis 
was  about  to  evict ;  that  Mr.  Lewis  at- 
tacked him  in  the  most  vile  and  virulent 
language,  ordering  him  to  leave  the  house, 
and  that  any  threats  which  were  used  were 
used  by  Mr.  Lewis,  and  not  by  himself. 
Now,  without  further  delay,  I  wish  to 
ask  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Holmes),  whether  he  will  recon- 
sider this  case,  whether  he  has  read  the 
statement  of  Father  Fahy,  and  whether 
he  has  taken  any  trouble  to  learn  on 
what  ground  the  representative  of  the 
Crown  took  upon  himself  to  assume  that 
Mr.  Lewis  was  telling  the  truth,  and 
that  Father  Fahy  was  telling  a  false- 
hood ;  and  what  the  Government  pro- 
pose to  do  under  the  circumstances  ? 

The  ATTOENEY  GENERAL  Foa 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) :  I  think  the  discussion  which 
took  place  two  or  three  nights  ago  in 
reference  to  this  question  ought  to  be 
sufficient  to  satisfy  those  who  approach 
the  consideration  of  the  matter,  with 
anything  like  fairness  and  impartiality, 
that  the  law  ought  to  be  carried  out  in 
this  case.  It  was  not  the  duty  of  the 
representative  of  the  Crown  to  come  to  a 
conclusion  as  to  whether  the  statement 
of  Mr.  Lewis  was  true  or  not — that  was 
the  duty  of  the  judioial  tribunal  before 
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whom  the  case  was  brought.  As  in 
every  other  case,  where  evidence  is  given 
on  oath  before  a  tribunal,  that  tribunal 
must,  before  passing  judgment,  decide 
whether  the  evidence  is  true  or  false ;  in 
this  case,  the  Bench  of  Magistrates  be- 
fore whom  the  case  was  brought  must 
have  decided,  and  did  decide,  before  the 
passing  of  judgment,  that  Mr.  Lewis's 
evidence  was  true,  and  that  it  must  be 
acted  upon.  It  would  be  wholly  im- 
possible for  the  justice  of  this  country  to 
be  carried  on,  and  the  law  to  be  admi- 
nistered, if,  when  the  matter  has  been 
investigated  before  a  proper  tribunal,  it 
has  to  be  re-opened  because  the  defend- 
ant denies  the  charge.  In  this  case  the 
magistrates  acted  in  the  ordinary  way. 
Similar  orders  to  that  made  upon  Father 
Fahy  are  made  week  after  week  and  at 
Petty  Sessions  after  Petty  Sessions  in 
Ireland,  and  the  Irish  Government  see 
no  reason  why  they  should  depart  from 
the  rule  in  such  cases,  and  which  they 
are  determined  to  act  upon  in  this  case, 
although  the  defendant  happens  to  be  a 
priest. 

Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  I  am  rather  surprised  at  the 
answer  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Holmes)  has  given  to  the 
question  of  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr. 
Dillon).  Since  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General  dealt  with 
this  case  before,  a  good  deal  of  addi- 
tional evidence  has  come  before  us  in 
regard  to  it.  I  saw  in  the  papers  to-day 
a  report  that  the  new  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  (the  Marquess  of  London- 
derry) was  about  to  signalize  his  advent 
into  Office  by  ordering  the  immediate 
release  of  Father  Fahy.  [^Laughter r\ 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Holmes)  laughs.  I  laughed  when 
I  read  the  announcement,  because  I  was 
pleased  to  find  that  one  of  the  many 
promises  made  respecting  the  advent  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  was  to  be  fulfilled. 
I  appeal  to  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  to  interfere  in  this  matter ; 
and  I  will  tell  you  why  I  think  he  is 
called  upon  to  interfere.  The  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  has  given 
an  entirely  incorrect  statement  of  the 
case.  I  maintain  that  all  that  has  taken 
place  goes  to  prove  that  the  Justices 
disbelieved  the  story  of  Mr.  Lewis.  The 
story  of  Mr.  Lewis  was  that  he  was 
threatened  with  murder  by  Father  Fahy, 
and  with  murder  in  the  most  outrageous 

J/r.  Holmes 


and  terrible  form.  It  was  stated  by  Mr. 
Lewis  that  Father  Fahy  told  him  his 
house,  which  had  been  blown  up  with 
dynamite  before,  whether  by  himself  or 
someone  else  was  never  clearly  shown, 
would  be  blown  up  again,  and  that  he 
and  his  family  would  be  murdered.  I 
maintain  that  that  statement  was  dis- 
believed by  the  magistrates.  The  pre- 
siding magistrate— the  representative  of 
the  Crown,  the  stipendiary  magistrate — 
gave  it  as  his  judgment  that  a  proper 
termination  of  the  case  was  a  reconcilia- 
tion of  the  parties.  It  is  an  insult  to  the 
intelligence  of  Colonel  Waring  to  suppose 
that,  had  he  believed  Mr.  Lewis  had  been 
threatened  with  murder  by  Father  Fahy, 
he  would  have  recommended  Mr.  Lewis 
to  shake  hands  with  Father  Fahy. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  showed  considerable 
courage,  I  think,  in  standing  up  and  de- 
claring, in  the  face  of  all  the  facts,  that 
the  Justices  believed  the  story  of  Mr. 
Lewis.  Does  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  attempt  to  deny  that  Father 
Fahy  possesses  in  the  district  the  cha- 
racter not  of  a  firebrand,  but  of  a 
peacemaker  ?  Does  he  deny  that,  on 
several  previous  occasions,  in  dis- 
putes between  landlords  and  tenants, 
Father  Fahy  has  acted  as  mediator 
between  the  two,  and  brought  about 
reconciliation  y  Does  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  mean  to  tell  us 
that,  in  the  face  of  Father  Faby's 
solemn  asseveration,  made  in  Court,  and 
repeated  since,  that  he  never  used  the 
threats  attributed  to  him  by  Mr.  Lewis, 
he  disbelieves  the  statement  ?  There  has 
been  an  interview  held  since  then  with 
Father  Fahy,  during  which  the  rev. 
gentleman  again  denies  having  used 
the  threats.  Will  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach)  say  he  still  thinks  Father 
Fahy  used  these  threats  ?  Why  is  the 
Crown  called  upon  to  interfere  in  this 
matter  ?  The  Crown  is  called  upon  to 
interfere,  because  Father  Fahy  s  im- 
prisonment is  the  action  of  the  Crown. 
Why  do  I  say  that  ?  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  calculates  upon 
the  ignorance  of  the  House  on  all  things 
Irish,  when  he  stands  up  and  says  that 
the  action  of  the  Justices  is  to  be  taken 
as  a  local  act,  and  that  no  official  of  the 
Crown  can  interfere  with  it.  Why  had 
not  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  candour  to  tell  us  that  Father 
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Fahy  was  sent  to  prison  in  spite  of  the 
wish,  of  the  presiding  magistrate,  and 
only  in  consequence  of  the  pressure  of 
the  Crown  Solicitor  acting  upon  the 
Bench  ?  It  is  nothing  less  than  shame- 
ful that  cases  should  be  brought  before 
us  in  this  way — with  a  deliberate  shut- 
ting out  from  view  of  the  most  important 
facts.  Colonel  Waring  recommended 
that  Father  Fahy  should  be  sent  back 
to  his  parishioners ;  but  the  Crown 
Solicitor  pressed  for  a  verdict  against 
the  reverend  gentleman,  and  his  state- 
ment, acting  upon  a  partial  Bench  of 
Magistrates,  succeeded  in  getting  Father 
Fahy  sent  to  prison.  It  is  nothing  less 
than  a  matter  of  shame  and  disgrace 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  does  not  interfere 
in  this  case  and  order  the  release  of 
Father  Fahy,  looking  at  the  high  cha- 
racter that  gentleman  bears,  and  to  the 
extraordinary  circumstances  of  his  con- 
viction. 

Sir  JOSEPH  M*KENNA  (Mona- 
ghan,  S.) :  If  we  are  to  believe  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Lewis  regarding 
Father  Fahy,  that  gentleman  should  not 
have  been  ordered  to  find  bail,  or  sent 
to  prison  for  not  finding  bail  for  the 
offence  he  is  alleged  to  have  committed ; 
but,  for  such  a  grave  misbehaviour, 
should  at  once  have  been  sentenced  to 
imprisonment.  The  presiding  magis- 
trate, on  tlie  occasion  of  Father  Fahy's 
committal,  held  the  opinion  which  QWQvy 
sensible  man  must  hold  who  surveys 
the  surround! ngcircumstances,  and  roads 
over  the  evidence  which  was  published, 
that  there  was  no  serious  offence  of  any 
kind  committed  by  anyone,  unless  it 
ouuld  possibly  have  been  by  Mr.  Lewis 
in  turning  a  priest  from  his  house  in 
8uch  an  ungontlemanly  way,  and  doing 
his  best  to  irritate  him.  The  case  stands 
in  this  position  now — the  reverend  gen- 
tloman  is  committed  to  prison  until  he 
finds  bail.  Well,  I  think  it  is  within 
the  competence  of  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net the  Chief  Secretary  of  Ireland  to 
review  that  final  finding,  and  to  direct 
that  Father  Fahy  be  at  once  discharged 
from  prison. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Ferma- 
nagli,  N.) :  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land (Mr.  Holmes)  said,  in  reply  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  (Mr.  Dil- 
lon), that  this  case  should  be  dealt  with 
as  ordinary  cases  are  dealt  with,  accord- 


ing to  English  law.  I  do  not  think  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  can 
point  to  a  case  where  any  person,  much 
less  a  priest,  has  been  imprisoned  for  six 
months  because  he  refused  to  give  bail 
to  be  of  good  behaviour,  where  there 
was  not  some  proof  or  some  strong 
evidence  that  the  charge  against  him 
was  true.  In  most  of  the  cases  in  Ire- 
land where  people  have  been  sent  to 
prison  for  refusing  to  give  bail,  there 
has  been  some  evidence  to  show  that 
these  people  have  misbehaved  them- 
selves in  some  way.  There  have  been 
witnesses  to  prove  it;  but,  in  the  case 
of  Father  Fahy,  there  is  no  evidence, 
and  there  are  no  witnesses  at  all.  A 
conversation  took  place  between  Father 
Fahy  and  a  landlord — a  discussion  took 
place  between  them  ;  and  this  landlord 
came  out  with  this  most  unlikely  story 
— that  this  priest  had  threatened  to 
murder  him,  and  to  blow  up  his  house. 
Now,  Sir,  on  that  false  statement  of  this 
landlord,  Father  Fahy  was  sent  to 
prison.  I  venture  to  say  that  a  grosser 
and  more  infamous  miscarriage  of  jus- 
tice has  never  occurred,  even  in  the 
annals  of  English  rule  in  Ireland ;  and 
ail  we  can  say  is,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  must  know  very  well  that  if 
the  object  of  the  Government  be  to  pro- 
mote peace  and  to  sustain  law  and 
order  in  Ireland,  that  they  cannot  by 
any  means  go  in  that  direction,  when 
they  imprison  a  popular  priest,  without 
evidence  and  without  any  witnesses  to 
bear  testimony  to  his  alleged  misbe- 
haviour ;  and  I  am  bound  to  say  my- 
self, if  I  were  asked  what  would  be 
more  likely  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the 
country,  to  exasperate  the  people,  and 
to  drive  them  outside  the  law,  I  should 
undoubtedly  say — **  The  very  best  thing 
you  can  do  to  disturb  the  peace  and  to 
drive  the  people  into  law-breaking  is 
to  take  and  imprison,  without  evi- 
dence, men  who  are  popular  and  es- 
teemed by  the  people,  more  especi- 
ally priests  who  go  avowedly  to  the 
landlords  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
about  reconciliation  between  them  and 
their  tenantry.**  I  would  ask  the  House 
to  bear  in  mind — as  against  the  state- 
ment of  the  landlord,  Mr.  Lewis,  that 
this  priest  had  threatened  to  murder 
Iiim  and  blow  up  bis  house — that  the 
rev.  gentleman  has  declared,  most 
solemmy,  that  he  never  used  any  such 
language,  or  applied  any  each  threat, 
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and  that  he  is  determined  to  remain  in 
prison,  because  to  give  bail  would  be  to 
acknowledge  that  he  threatened  to  mur- 
der, and,  to  use  his  own  words,  it  would 
be  *'  to  sacrifice  the  truth.*'     I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  whether  the  Government  in- 
tend to  keep  this  gentleman  in  prison, 
and  whether  they  intend  to  let  it  go  forth 
in  Ireland  that  the  mere   word   of    a 
landlord  is  sufficient  to  cause  the  arrest 
and  imprisonment  of  anyone  ?     Why, 
during  the  reign  of  Mr.  Forster  in  Ire- 
land, in   1881,  people  were  imprisoned 
without  trial   and  without  evidence  of 
any  kind  being  brought  against  them. 
Do  you  want  to  resort  to  that  kind  of 
thing  again  ?    If  you  do,   I  think  you 
are   going  well  to    work  to   show  the 
people    your    determination   upon  that 
question.     If  you  do  not  wish  to  resort 
to  that  kind  of  thing,  I  say  release  this 
priest ;  for,  until  you  do  release  him,  the 
district  in  which  he  has  lived  will  be  dis- 
turbed, because  the  people  will  be  en- 
raged at  the  unjust  imprisonment  of  this 
man  who  is  popular  amongst  them ;  and 
if  you  are  determined  to  keep  him  in 
prison,  as  I  have  eaid  before,  you  may 
make  up  your  minds  that  the   people 
will  interpret  your  action  into  meaning 
what  I  believe  it  will  have  the  effect  of 
showing — namely,    that    you    are    not 
averse  to  causing  disturbances  in  Ire- 
land, and  that  you  wish  to  provoke  the 
people.     I  warn  you  solemnly  to-night, 
that  if  this  act  of  yours  should  provoke 
the  people  you  will    have  nobody   to 
blame  but  yourselves,  for  it  is  an  atro- 
cious thing,  an  infamous   and  a  scan- 
dalous thing,  to  say  that,  on  the  strength 
of  the  word  of  a  landlord  who  has  not 
got  the  respect  of  a  dozen  people  in  the 
district  in  which  he  lives,  you  can  fling 
into   prison   a    man   who  is    respected 
throughout    the    whole    country    side, 
and   whose   calling    and  position    and 
character  render  it  absolutely  unlikely 
that  he  would  ever  have  used,  or  could 
have  used,  the  infamous  language  attri- 
buted to  him.     I  say  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  had  better  inform  the  House 
whether  it  is  the  distinct  intention  of  the 
Government  to   keep   Father    Fahy  in 
prison   upon  the   word   of    Mr.   Lewis 
alone,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  since  the 
last  discussion  took  place  in  this  House 
Father  Fahy,  from  his  prison  cell,  has  most 
solemnly  asserted  that  ho  never  used  the 
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language  attributed  to  him,  that  he 
never  threatened  Mr.  Lewis  with  murder 
or  violence,  or  threatened  violence  to  his 
property,  and  after  Father  Fahy  has 
alleged  that  he  would  sooner  stop  in 
prison  all  his  life  than  give  bail,  because 
by  giving  bail  he  would  be  admitting 
that  he  had  threatened.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  want  to  know  if  the  Go- 
vernment will  reconsider  their  determi- 
nation, and  will  release  this  priest?  If 
you  do  not  release  him,  you  will  be  doing 
much  towards  strengthening  in  the  minds 
of  the  Irish  people  the  opinion  which 
they  entertain,  and  I  believe  with  a  gpreat 
deal  of  reason,  that  so  long  as  their 
country  is  ruled  by  this  House,  and  by 
officials  who  know  nothing  about  them, 
and  care  less  for  them,  they  have  very 
little  justice  to  expect  for  themselves  or 
their  unfortunate  countrymen. 

Sir  EDWAED  EEED  (Cardiff) :  In 
venturing  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon 
this  subject,  I  hope  the    Government 
will  not  consider  me  actuated  by  any  un- 
friendly spirit.     I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  speeches  such  as  we  have  last  heard 
are  likely  to  make  it  rather  difficult  to 
make  any  approach  to  concession  in  this 
case  ;  but  I  think  it  may,  perhaps,  have 
some  little  weight  with  them  if  I  say  I 
have  followed  this  case  very  intimately, 
and   iu   entire  independence,  from  the 
beginning,   and   am  of    opinion,    most 
clearly,  that  it  is  a  case  which,  if  it  had 
occurred  in  England,  would  receive  the 
attention  of  the  Government.     The  case 
arose  under  circumstances  very  likesome- 
thing    of   a    personal    altercation.      It 
has  taken  an  aggravated  form,  and  I 
feel  satisfied  that  if  this  priest  persiats 
in  his  avowed  intention  of  remaining  in 
prison,  instead  of  consenting  to  give  bail, 
that  a  painful  feeling  will  spring  up  that 
he  is  not  being  treated  with  that  oonsi- 
deration  which  would  be  accorded  to  any 
person  similarly  situated  in  this  country. 
I  say  that  as  an  expression  of  a  personal 
view,  formed  without  any  feeling  or  bias 
on  the  question.    And  I  venture  to  follow 
it  up  by  expressing  a  hope  that  the  Oo- 
vernment  will,  at  least,  be  able  to  go  so 
far  as  to  say  that,  looking  at  the  semi- 
private  character  of  the  offence,  and  to 
the  general  course  of  affairs  since  the 
offence  was  committed,  they  will  take 
the  matter  into  further  view,  and  will 
regard   it  with   as  much  consideration 
aud  iu  as  conciliatury  a  spirit  as  poaaible. 
I  think  the  Crovernment  will  feel  that 
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any  stop  taken  in  that  direction  at  the 
invitation  of  an  English  Member  will, 
at  any  rate,  not  do  any  harm,  and  I  feel 
quite  sure  that  they  will  feel  themselves 
freer  to  respond  to  an  appeal  suoh  as  I 
have  ventured  to  make  than  they  do  to 
those  appeals  which  come  to  them  from 
below  the  Q-angway  accompanied  by 
threats.  I  would  make  an  earnest 
appeal  to  them  to  take  this  matter  into 
their  careful  consideration. 

The  chief  SECRETABY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
(Bristol,  W.) :  I  am  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand on  what  ground  the  hon.  Member 
supposes  that  this  matter  is  being  dealt 
with  in  any  way  different  to  the  manner 
in  which  English  cases  are  dealt  with.  I 
caunot  understand  how  anything  could 
be  done  in  England  but  this — a  man 
is  called  upon  to  find  bail  to  ieep  the 
peace  and  be  of  good  behaviour ;  he 
does  not  choose  to  find  that  bail,  and,  as 
a  necessary  consequence,  he  has  to  go 
to  prison.  I  know  we  are  charged  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Tyrone  (Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny)  and 
others  with  some  extraordinary  uncon- 
stitutional action  in  taking  and  keeping 
this  priest  in  prison.  But  is  this  a  case 
to  be  tried  here  ?  Certainly  not ;  neither 
is  it  a  case  in  which,  so  far  as  I  know, 
it  is  my  particular  business  to  interfere. 
Even  wore  it  a  case  in  which  I  could  in- 
terfere, I  certainly  should  not  do  so  on 
the  grounds  I  have  stated.  The  case 
has  been  tried  where  it  ought  to  have 
been  tried — that  is  to  say,  by  the  magis- 
trates of  the  district.  On  the  evidence 
})roduced  before  them,  the  magistrates 
thought  it  right  to  bind  the  defendant 
over  to  keep  the  peace.  The  defendant 
failed  to  find  sureties  to  keep  the 
peace,  and,  therefore,  he  had  to  go  to 
prison.  We  are  told  that  Father  Fahy 
is  a  peacemaker.  Well,  if  he  is,  why  is 
ho  unwilling  to  be  bound  over  to  keep 
the  peace  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  he 
would  have  much  more  scope  for  his 
efforts  in  the  direction  of  peacemaking, 
if  ho  were  at  liberty,  than  he  can  have 
in  his  prison.  The  circumstances  are 
such  that  Father  Fahy  can,  at  any  mo- 
ment he  pleases,  release  himself  from 
gaol,  and  I  cannot,  therefore,  under- 
stand what  is  meant  by  bringing  these 
charges  of  tyranny  against  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government. 

Mr.  JACOB  BRIGHT  (Manchester, 
S.W.) :  It  appears  to  me,  from  what  I 


have  heard  of  tliis  case,  that  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  force  in  what  tl\e  Irish 
Members  have  alleged  with  regard  to  it. 
I  bad  wished  to  rise  before  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  addressed  the  House,  but,  un- 
fortunately, I  was  unable  to  do  so  ;  but 
there  are  two  questions  which  I  would 
wish  now  to  put  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. One  of  these  questions  is, 
whether  Father  Fahy  has  been  con- 
demned on  the  accusation  of  Mr.  Lewis 
without  corroborative  testimony?  If 
that  be  so,  so  far  as  I  can  understand  it, 
you  have  here  two  men  of  equal  credi- 
bility, one  making  a  charge  against  the 
other,  unsupported  by  any  other  evi- 
dence ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  attach 
greater  weight  to  the  allegation  of  one 
than  to  the  denial  of  the  other.  The 
next  question  I  would  like  to  ask  is  this. 
Is  it  true  that  the  stipendiary  magis- 
trate, who  one  would  naturally  suppose 
was  the  most  competent  magistrate  on 
the  Bench,  was  quite  opposed  to  this 
mode  of  treating  the  case  ?  Is  it  true 
that  this  stipendiary  magistrate  would, 
if  the  case  had  been  solely  in  his  hands, 
have  settled  it  amicably,  and  certainly 
would  not  have  sent  Father  Fahy  to 
prison,  or  required  him  to  give  bail  ?  I 
shall  be  obliged  if  some  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  the  Treasury  Bench  will 
answer  me  these  questions. 

Mb.  DE  LISLE  (Leicestershire,  Mid): 
I  desire  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  this 
subject  of  Father  Fahy's  imprisonment. 
I  would  not  have  asked  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  to  speak  on  the  matter, 
had  it  not  been  that  two  of  the  Irish 
Nationalist  newspapers  recently  did  me 
the  honour  to  refer  to  me  and  speak  of 
what  they  considered — I  do  not  know  how 
they  expressed  it — the  sympathy  which 
I  seemed  to  feel  with  the  action  which 
Her  Majesty's  Government  has  thought 
fit  to  take  on  this  occasion.  I  have  very 
great  pleasure  in  saying  that  it  is  with 
the  utmost  satisfaction,  as  a  Itoman 
Catholic,  that  I  have  just  heard  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
that  he  will  not  interfere  with  the  due 
course  of  law.  It  is  to  me  a  very  g^eat 
matter  of  regret,  and  sometimes  of  serious 
shame  and  confusion,  to  see  what  is 
called  the  Roman  Catholic  interest  re- 
presented in  the  way  it  is  in  this  House. 
I  would  not  go  further  into  that  ques- 
tion, Sir.    I  would  simply  throw  out  the 
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and  that  he  is  determined  to  remain  in 
prison,  because  to  give  bail  would  be  to 
acknowledge  that  he  threatened  to  mur- 
der, and,  to  use  his  own  words,  it  would 
be  *'  to  sacrifice  the  truth.*'     I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  whether  the  Government  in- 
tend to  keep  tliis  gentleman  in  prison, 
and  whether  they  intend  to  let  it  go  forth 
in  Ireland  that  the  mere   word   of    a 
landlord  is  sufficient  to  cause  the  arrest 
and  imprisonment  of  anyone  ?     Why, 
during  the  reign  of  Mr.  Forster  in  Ire- 
land, in    1881,  people  were  imprisoned 
without  trial   and  without  evidence  of 
any  kind  being  brought  against  them. 
Do  you  want  to  resort  to  that  kind  of 
thing  again  ?     If  you  do,   I  think  you 
are   going  well  to    work   to   show  the 
people    your    determination   upon  that 
question.     If  you  do  not  wish  to  resort 
to  that  kind  of  thing,  I  say  release  this 
priest ;  for,  until  you  do  release  him,  the 
district  in  which  he  has  lived  will  be  dis- 
turbed, because  the  people  will  be  en- 
raged at  the  unjust  imprisonment  of  this 
man  who  is  popular  amongst  them ;  and 
if  you  are   determined  to  keep  him  in 
prison,  as  I  have  eaid  before,  you  may 
make  up  your  minds  that  the  people 
will  interpret  your  action  into  meaning 
what  I  believe  it  will  have  the  efifect  of 
showing — namely,    that    you    are    not 
averse  to  causing  disturbances  in  Ire- 
land, and  that  you  wish  to  provoke  the 
people.     I  warn  you  solemnly  to-night, 
that  if  this  act  of  yours  should  provoke 
the  people  you  will    have   nobody   to 
blame  but  yourselves,  for  it  is  an  atro- 
cious thing,  an  infamous    and  a   scan- 
dalous thing,  to  say  that,  on  the  strength 
of  the  word  of  a  landlord  who  has  not 
got  the  respect  of  a  dozen  people  in  the 
district  in  which  he  lives,  you  can  fling 
into   prison    a    man   who  is    respected 
throughout    the    whole    country    side, 
and   whose    calling    and   position    and 
character  render  it  absolutely  unlikely 
that  he  would  ever  have  used,  or  could 
have  used,  the  infamous  language  attri- 
buted to  him.     I  say  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  had  better  inform  the  House 
whether  it  is  the  distinct  intention  of  the 
Government  to   keep   Father    Fahy  in 
prison   upon   the   word   of    Mr.   Lewis 
alone,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  since  the 
last  discussion  took  place  in  this  House 
Father  Fahy,  from  his  prison  cell,  has  most 
solemnly  asserted  that  he  never  used  the 
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language  attributed  to  him,  that  he 
never  threatened  Mr.  Lewis  with  murder 
or  violence,  or  threatened  violence  to  his 
property,  and  after  Father  Fahy  has 
alleged  that  he  would  sooner  stop  in 
prison  all  his  life  than  give  bail,  because 
by  giving  bail  he  would  be  admitting 
that  he  had  threatened.  Under  these 
circumstances,  I  want  to  know  if  the  Go- 
vernment will  reconsider  their  determi- 
nation, and  will  release  this  priest  ?  If 
you  do  not  release  him,  you  will  be  doing 
much  towards  strengthening  in  the  minds 
of  the  Irish  people  the  opinion  which 
they  entertain,  and  I  believe  with  a  great 
deal  of  reason,  that  so  long  as  their 
country  is  ruled  by  this  House,  and  by 
officials  who  know  nothing  about  them, 
and  care  less  for  them,  they  have  very 
little  justice  to  expect  for  themselves  or 
their  unfortunate  countrymen. 

Sir  EDWAED  EEED  (Cardiff) :  In 
venturing  to  make  a  fevr  remarks  upon 
this  subject,  I   hope  the    Government 
will  not  consider  me  actuated  by  any  un- 
friendly spirit.     I  cannot  help  thiukinff 
that  speeches  such  as  we  have  last  heaxd 
are  likely  to  make  it  rather  difficult  to 
make  any  approach  to  concession  in  this 
case  ;  but  I  think  it  may,  perhaps,  have 
some  little  weight  with  them  if  I  say  I 
have  followed  this  case  very  intimately, 
and   iu   entire  independence,  from  the 
beginning,   and  am  of    opinion,    most 
clearly,  that  it  is  a  case  wliich,  if  it  had 
occurred  in  England,  would  receive  the 
attention  of  the  Government.     The  case 
arose  under  circumstances  very  likesome- 
thing    of    a    personal    altercation.      It 
has  taken  an  aggravated  form,  and  I 
feel  satisfied  that  if  this  priest  persists 
in  his  avowed  intention  of  remaining  in 
prison,  instead  of  consenting  to  give  bail, 
that  a  painful  feeling  will  spring  up  that 
he  is  not  being  treated  with  that  oonsi- 
deration  which  would  be  accorded  to  any 
person  similarly  situated  in  this  country. 
I  say  that  as  an  expression  of  a  personal 
view,  formed  without  any  feeling  or  bias 
on  the  question .    And  I  venture  to  follow 
it  up  by  expressing  a  hope  that  the  Go- 
vernment will,  at  least,  be  able  to  go  so 
far  as  to  say  that,  looking  at  the  semi* 
private  character  of  the  offence,  and  to 
the  general  course  of  affairs  since  the 
offence  was  committed,   they  will  take 
the  matter  into  further  view,  and  will 
regard   it  with   as   much  consideration 
aud  in  as  conciliatury  a  spirit  as  possible. 
I  think  the  Government  will  feel  that 


1081         Consolidated  Fund      {Saptbmbbb  20,  1886}     {Appropriation)  Bill.     1082 


any  stop  taken  in  that  direction  at  the 
invitation  of  an  English  Member  will, 
at  any  rate,  not  do  any  harm,  and  I  feel 
quite  sure  that  they  will  feel  themselves 
freer  to  respond  to  an  appeal  such  as  I 
have  ventured  to  make  than  they  do  to 
those  appeals  which  come  to  them  from 
below  the  Gangway  accompanied  by 
threats.  I  would  make  an  earnest 
appeal  to  them  to  take  this  matter  into 
their  careful  consideration. 

The  chief  SECRETABY  for  IRE- 
LAND (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
(Bristol,  W.) :  I  am  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand on  what  ground  the  hon.  Member 
supposes  that  this  matter  is  being  dealt 
with  in  any  way  different  to  the  manner 
in  which  English  cases  are  dealt  with.  I 
cannot  understand  how  anj'thing  could 
be  done  in  England  but  this — a  man 
is  called  upon  to  find  bail  to  ieep  the 
peace  and  be  of  good  behaviour ;  he 
does  not  choose  to  find  that  bail,  and,  as 
a  necessary  consequence,  he  has  to  go 
to  prison.  I  know  we  are  charged  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Tyrone  (Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny)  and 
others  with  some  extraordinary  uncon- 
stitutional action  in  taking  and  keeping 
this  priest  in  prison.  But  is  this  a  case 
to  be  tried  here  ?  Certainly  not ;  neither 
is  it  a  case  in  which,  so  far  as  I  know, 
it  is  my  particular  business  to  interfere. 
Even  were  it  a  case  in  which  I  could  in- 
terfere, I  certainly  should  not  do  so  on 
the  grounds  I  have  stated.  The  case 
has  been  tried  where  it  ought  to  have 
been  tried — that  is  to  say,  by  the  magis- 
trates of  the  district.  On  the  evidence 
l)ro(luced  before  them,  the  magistrates 
thought  it  right  to  bind  the  defendant 
over  to  keep  the  peace.  The  defendant 
failed  to  find  sureties  to  keep  the 
peace,  and,  therefore,  he  had  to  go  to 
prison.  We  are  told  that  Father  Fahy 
is  a  peacemaker.  Well,  if  he  is,  why  is 
ho  unwilling  to  be  bound  over  to  keep 
the  peace  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  he 
would  have  much  more  scope  for  his 
efforts  in  the  direction  of  peacemaking, 
if  ho  were  at  liberty,  than  he  can  have 
in  his  prison.  The  circumstances  are 
such  that  Father  Fahy  can,  at  any  mo- 
ment he  pleases,  release  himself  from 
gaol,  and  I  cannot,  therefore,  under- 
stand what  is  meant  by  bringing  these 
charges  of  tyranny  against  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government. 

Mr.  JACOB  BRIGHT  (Manchester, 
S.W.) :  It  appears  to  me,  from  what  I 


have  heard  of  this  case,  that  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  force  in  what  tl\e  Irish 
Members  have  alleged  with  regard  to  it. 
I  had  wished  to  rise  before  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  addressed  the  House,  but,  un- 
fortunately, I  was  unable  to  do  so  ;  but 
there  are  two  questions  which  I  would 
wish  now  to  put  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. One  of  these  questions  is, 
whether  Father  Fahy  has  been  con- 
demned on  the  accusation  of  Mr.  Lewis 
without  corroborative  testimony?  If 
that  be  so,  so  far  as  I  can  understand  it, 
you  have  here  two  men  of  equal  credi- 
bility, one  making  a  charge  against  the 
other,  unsupported  by  any  other  evi- 
dence ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  attach 
greater  weight  to  the  allegation  of  one 
than  to  the  denial  of  the  other.  The 
next  question  I  would  like  to  ask  is  this. 
Is  it  true  that  the  stipendiary  magis- 
trate, who  one  would  naturally  suppose 
was  the  most  competent  magistrate  on 
the  Bench,  was  quite  opposed  to  this 
mode  of  treating  the  case  ?  Is  it  true 
that  this  stipendiary  magistrate  would, 
if  the  case  had  been  solely  in  his  hands, 
have  settled  it  amicably,  and  certainly 
would  not  have  sent  Father  Fahy  to 
prison,  or  required  him  to  give  bail  ?  I 
shall  be  obliged  if  some  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  the  Treasury  Bench  will 
answer  me  these  questions. 

Mr.  DE  LISLE  (Leicestershire,  Mid): 
I  desire  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  this 
subject  of  Father  Fahy's  imprisonment. 
I  would  not  have  asked  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  to  speak  on  the  matter, 
had  it  not  been  that  two  of  the  Irish 
Nationalist  newspapers  recently  did  me 
the  honour  to  refer  to  me  and  speak  of 
what  they  considered — I  do  not  know  how 
they  expressed  it — the  sympathy  which 
I  seemed  to  feel  with  the  action  which 
Her  Majesty's  Government  has  thought 
fit  to  take  on  this  occasion.  I  have  very 
great  pleasure  in  saying  that  it  is  with 
the  utmost  satisfaction,  as  a  Eoman 
Catholic,  that  I  have  just  heard  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
that  he  will  not  interfere  with  the  due 
course  of  law.  It  is  to  me  a  very  g^eat 
matter  of  regret,  and  sometimes  of  serious 
shame  and  confusion,  to  see  what  is 
called  the  Eoman  Catholic  interest  re- 
presented in  the  way  it  is  in  this  House. 
I  would  not  go  further  into  that  ques- 
tion, Sir.    I  would  simply  throw  out  the 
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Buggestion  to  hon.  Qentlemen  below  the 
Gangw.ay,  that  if  they  are  ia  earnest  in 
desiriDg  the  peace  and  welfare  of  their 
country,  and  the  honour  and  the  venera- 
tion which  are  due  to  their  holy  religion, 
they  should  use  their  influence  with 
Father  Fahy's  episcopal  superior,  and 
ask  him  to  exert  his  influence  with 
Father  Fahy  to  get  him  to  pay  this 
money,  and  so  release  himself.  There 
would  bo  nothing  easier  than  for  Father 
Fahy  to  pay  the  money,  or,  rather,  give 
the  bail,  and  come  oi  t  of  prison ;  but 
if  he  thinks  he  is  performing  his  duty 
as  a  minister  of  the  gospel  of  peace, 
for  the  sake  of  winning  a  little  cheap 
popularity,  to  pose  as  a  martyr  amongst 
the  deluded  and  ignorant  peasants  of 
Gal  way,  then  I  am  proud  of  the  dis- 
tinction which  my  Protestant  constitu- 
ency of  Mid  Leicestershire  has  conferred 
upon  me  in  sending  me  here  so  that,  as  a 
Boman  Catholic,  I  may  protest  against 
the  action  of  this  reverend  gentleman, 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  AV.,  and  Sligo, 
S.) :  The  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
De  Lisle)  must  excuse  me  if  I  say  I  de- 
cline to  accept  him,  particularly  in  view 
of  a  notable  episode  in  his  career,  as  an 
exponent  of  Catholic  feeling.     The  hon. 
Gentleman  would  have  been  more  dis- 
creet if  he  had  not  thrust  himself  upon 
the  House  as  an  exponent  of  Catholic 
views.    I  can  tell  him  that  what  he  calls 
the  Boman  Catholic  interest  in  Great 
Britain  would  occupy,    to-day,   a  very 
degrading  and  miserable  position,  if  it 
were  not  for  the  action  of  Irish  priests 
like  Father  Fahy.    But  I  will  not  waste 
any  further  time  upon  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber.    The  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
stated  the  position  of  the  Government 
upon  this  question,  and  he  said  that  the 
same  case  might  easily  occur  in  Eng- 
land.    I  ask  if  the  same  thing  would 
occur  in  England,  if  such  a  breach  of  j 
faith   had    been    committed  towards  a  \ 
body  of  tenants  as  occurred  in  the  case 
which  lod  to  the  action  of  Father  Fahy  ? 
Mr.  Lewis's  tenants  had  been  promised 
that  the  extreme  powers  of  the  law  would 
not  bo  enforced  against  them,  but  faith 
was  broken  with  them.      If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  hud  road  the  speech  of 
the    liosident  Magistrate,    which    that 
gentleman  delivered   from    the  Bench, 
he  would  see  that,  upon  the  testimony 
of    the    Besident    Magistrate    himself, 
Father    Fahy  had  recently  interfered, 

Mr.  L$  ZuU 


and  successfully  interfered,  as  a 
maker  between  two  landlords  and  two 
bodies  of  tenants  in  the  same  district. 
Now,  if  in  England  a  clergjmaii  had 
successfully  acted  in  a  time  of  publie 
crisis  as  peacemaker,  would  the  Crown, 
or  any  of  its  agents,  have  been  so  ready 
to  proceed  against  him  as  in  this  case  f 
Again,  in  England,    would  you  allow 
a  gentleman  who  was  the  a^at  of  the 
landlord  concerned  to  act  as  prosecutor  f 
I  doubt  it  very  much.     Public  opinion, 
in  this  country,  would  hold  that  such  a 
man  was    not  indifferent    as    between 
the  interested  persons ;  and  the  Grown 
would  not  conlide    its    interest  in  the 
prosecution  to  a  person  whose  connec- 
tions were  such.     In  England,   would 
you    have    applied    a    Statute    aimed 
against    vagabonds    to    a   clergyman  f 
[An  hon.  MESfBER:  To  such  a  clergy- 
man !]      I  hope  the  hon.   Member  is 
not  another  Eoman  Catholic.     No,  Sir, 
you  would  never  have  dreamt  of  apply- 
ing such  a  weapon  against  a  clergyman, 
no   matter  what    heated    language  he 
used.     I  doubt  very  much,  indeed,  whe- 
ther it  would  be  used  against  a  clergy- 
man who  had  been  the  means  imme- 
diately before    of   effecting  a  peacefol 
settlement  of  the  strained  relations  ex- 
isting between  two  landlords  and  two 
bodies  of  tenants.     The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney    General  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Holmes)  tried,  in  two  minutes,  to 
dispose  of  the  case,  by  saying  something 
that  really  had  no  connection  with  it. 
He  said  that,  in  this  case,  the  sentence 
was  the  sentence  of  the  Court,  and  not 
of    the  representative  of   the   Crown. 
Were  the  Government  not  represented 
by  the  Crown  Solicitor  for  the  county? 
Did  he  not  say,  in  open  Court,  he  was 
acting   upon  instructions  from  the  At- 
torney   General    for    Ireland  himself  f 
Why,  Sir,  so  far   from    being  what  I 
would  call  the  voluntary  and  self-pro- 
ceeding sentence  of  the  (\>urt,  this  was 
a  sentence  passed  against  the   disposi- 
tion and  advice  of  the  principal  member 
of  the  Court,  upon  the  repeated  and  in- 
creasing pressure  of  the  representative 
of  the  Crown  itself.     The  chief  person- 
age ill  the  Court,  the  Kcsident  Magis- 
trate, a  gentleman  who  by  his  conduct 
has  entitled  himself  to  the  respect  and 
high  estimation  of  this  House,  said  that 
if  such  an  altercation  had  passed  be- 
tween himself  and  another  gentleman, 
he  would  have  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
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shake  hands  and  forget  the  matter. 
Upon  every  ground,  therefore — upon 
the  ground  of  preceding  circumstances  ; 
upon  the  ground  of  the  public  spirit 
and  exertions  of  Father  Fahy ;  upon 
the  ground  of  the  dual  character  of  the 
Crown  Prosecutor  ;  and  upon  the  ground 
of  the  conflict  of  evidence  which  exists 
— I  say  we  are  entitled  to  ask  that  the 
Prerogative  of  the  Crown  shall  be  im- 
mediately exercised  in  this  case ;  and 
that  this  estimable  clergyman,  whose 
fault,  if  he  has  one,  is  an  excessive  zeal 
for  the  good  of  helpless  and  industrious 
people,  bhall  be  relieved  from  the  opera- 
tion of  a  Statute  passed  hundreds  of 
years  ago,  and  intended  for  rogueo  and 
vagabonds. 

Mr.  SHEEHY  (Galway,  S.) :  As  an 
Irish  Catholic,  I  am  glad  that  a  line  has 
been  drawn  between  Irish  and  English 
Catholics.  The  English  Catholics  have 
for  many  years  been  Catholics  of  repu- 
diation. Personally,  I  am  glad  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  De  Lisle)  has 
given  me  an  opportunity  of  disavowing 
his  friendship.  It  was  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland  who  brought  about  the  eman- 
cipation of  Gentlemen  like  the  hon. 
Member  (Mr.  De  Lisle),  and  gave  them 
the  political  freedom  they  now  possess. 
Now,  what  is  the  crime  Father  Fahy 
has  committed  ?  I  would  ask  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen, who  are  not  Catholics,  but  who, 
in  many  cases,  have  consciences  better 
than  many  English  Catholics,  what  is 
it  Father  Fahy  has  done?  What  has 
been  the  aim  of  his  life  ?  It  has  been 
to  serve  his  God — to  help  his  flock  and 
to  serve  his  God.  [^A  laugh.']  Yes ;  that 
is  the  aim  of  every  priest  in  Ireland, 
and  for  doing  that  nobly  and  honestly 
Father  Fahy  has  been  plunged  into 
gaol.  Father  Fahy  went  as  a  mediator 
between  Mr.  Lewis  and  that  gentle- 
man's tenants.  Having  been  a  success- 
ful mediator  before,  he  thought  he 
might  be  the  means  of  bringing  peace 
and  concord  between  these  people.  I 
submit  that  that  was  a  legitimate  object 
for  any  priest  to  take  upon  himself, 
and  it  was  the  object  this  priest  set 
before  himself.  But  Father  Fahy  found 
himself  in  the  house  of  a  tiger,  in  the 
house  of  one  who  is  the  legitimate  suc- 
cessor of  one  who  has  persecuted  tenants 
for  years  and  years  back,  as  far  back 
a»  dismal  1847.  Mrs.  Lewis,  this 
cub's  mother,  not  only  evicted  the  poor 


tenants  in  that  year  of  famine  and 
desolation,  but  when  the  people  were 
evicted,  she 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man's remarks  are  not  applicable  to  the 
Appropriation  Bill. 

Mr.  SHEEHY:  I  wished,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  point  out  what  were  the 
hardships  that  these  people  had  to  sub- 
mit to.  I  will  not  follow  that  line  of 
argument  at  all,  but  point  out  how 
elastic  are  the  consciences  of  English 
Catholics.  I  wish  them  joy  of  their 
elasticity  of  conscience,  and  I  only  hope 
that  Irish  Catholic  priests  will  never 
come  to  have  that  elasticity  of  conscience 
that  English  Catholics  wish  them  to 
have. 

Mr.  W.  a.  MACDONALD  (Queen's 
County,  Ossory) :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Mid  Leicestershire  (Mr. 
De  Lisle)  has  stated  to  the  House  that, 
as  a  Catholic,  he  is  very  satisfied  with 
the  determination  expressed  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach).  I  can  only  say  that,  as  a 
Protestant,  I  feel  very  dissatisfied  with 
the  decision  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man ;  not  only  so,  but  I  am  very  dis- 
satisfied with  the  line  of  argument 
which  is  adopted  by  the  Chief  Secretary. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the 
proceedings  in  this  case  were  exactly 
such  as  they  would  have  been  if  such  a 
case  had  happened  in  England.  I  think 
that  this  is  an  example  of  that  want  of 
observation  which  very  often  charac- 
terizes the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  I 
have  lived  in  England  for  the  last  six 
years,  and  know,  I  think,  the  country 
pretty  well.  I  know  it  sufficiently  well 
to  affirm  that  if  an  English  clergyman — 
a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England 
— had  been  known  to  be  persistently 
making  peace  in  his  parish  between  the 
rich  and  the  poor ;  and  if  he  had  gone 
to  the  house  of  one  of  the  rich  men  in 
the  parish,  and  had  asked  him  to  deal 
gently  with  some  of  the  poor  men,  and 
if,  in  the  course  of  the  altercation  which 
followed,  violent  words  had  been  used 
by  the  clergyman,  there  is  not  a  body 
of  magistrates  in  the  country  who  would 
order  him  to  find  bail  for  his  good  be- 
haviour. This  is  not  the  way  in  which 
justice  is  administered  in  this  country. 
Am  I  to  be  told  that  because  the  case 
happens  in  Ireland,  and  because   the 
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minister  of  religion  is  not  an  English 
Protestant    clergyman,    but    an    Irish 
Catholic  priest,  there  is  to  be  a  different 
method  of  proceeding?    It  is  not  be- 
cause the  magistrates  sent  Father  Fahy 
to  gaol  for  refusing  to  give  bail,  but  it 
is  because  we  believe  that  the  decision 
of  the  magistrates  who  tried  the  case 
was  unjust,  that  we  ask  that  this  priest 
shall  be  released  from  gaol.     Tnis  is 
just  an  instance,  and  I  have  observed 
several  in  the  course  of  his  period  of 
Office,  in  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  the  Chief   Secretary  conveniently 
misses  the  whole  point  of  his  opponent's 
case.     The  argument  of  justice  appears 
to  be  lost  upon  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man ;  but  does  he  not  care  at  all  about 
the   argument  of  expediency?    I   pre- 
sume  he  wants  to   keep  the  peace  in 
Ireland.     I    presume    that   he    wishes 
that  the  Government  of  which  he  is  a 
Member  may  really  be  able  to  have  the 
credit  of   governing   the  country   well 
and   to   the   satisfaction  of  the  people 
governed.     But  does  he  really  suppose 
that  the  continued  imprisonment  of  this 
priest,  who  is  beloved  by  his  people — 
as  I  believe  the  great  majority  of  the 
priests  of  Ireland  are  beloved  by  their 
people — does  he  believe  that  the  con- 
tinued   imprisonment  of  Father  Fahy 
will  really  promote  the  cause   of  law 
and  order  and  good  government  in  Ire- 
land ?     There  are  other  considerations 
besides  mere  technicalities  which  ought 
to  influence  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in  this  case.     If  he  will  only  weigh, 
calmly  and  dispassionately,  the  reasons 
which  have  been  advanced,  and  will  re- 
member how  when,  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, another  priest — Father  Sheehy — 
was  imprisoned,  the  Government  ulti- 
mately gave  way  and  released  him  on 
account  of  the  tremendous  outcry  that 
arose  in  the  country,  I  think  he  will  be 
slow  to  persist  in  the  determination  he 
has  expressed  in  the  House  to-night. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes  176 ;  Noes 
66  :    Majority  1 10.— (Div.  List,  No.  44.) 

Bill  committed  for  To-morrow. 

House  adjourned  at  half  after 

One  o'clock. 
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QUESTIONS. 


ARMY  (AUXILIARY  FORCES)  —  THB 
VOLUNTEERS -FINANCIAL  CONDI- 
TION OF  REGIMENTS— THE  CAPITA- 
TION GRANT. 

Mr.  HOWARD  VINCENT  (Sheffield, 
Central)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  If  the  particulars  called  for  some 
months  ago  from  officers  commanding 
regiments  of  Volunteers  concerning  their 
tinancial  condition  have,  for  the  meet 
part,  been  received ;  whether,  so  far  aa 
such  Reports  have  been  examined,  thej 
disclose  the  inadequacy  of  the  present 
Capitation  Grant  for  the  maintenance 
and  development  of  the  Force,  and  show 
that  the  officers  and  members  are  sub- 
jected toheayy  expenses  in  thus  serving 
their  country;  if  any  decision  was  arrived 
at  or  opinion  recorded  on  the  subject  by 
the  late  Administration ;  and,  if  Her 
Majesty's  Government  will  endeavour, 
in  due  course,  to  submit  such  proposals 
to  Parliament  as  may  remedy  or  alleviate 
these  grievances  ? 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  (Mr. 
AV.  H.  Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster): 
The  replies  from  officers  commanding 
Volunteer  corps  have,  for  the  most  part, 
been  received ;  but  I  have  not  yet  had 
time  to  examine  them,  with  a  view  to 
the  sufficiency,  or  otherwise,  of  the  capi- 
tation grant  for  the  due  maintenance  of 
the  Force.  No  decision  was  arrived  at, 
or  opinion  recorded,  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment. When  I  have  considered  tbe 
Reports  which  have  been  received  I 
propose  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  proposing  such  measures  as  may  ap* 
pear  to  me  to  be  necessary  for  maintain- 
ing the  full  efficiency  of  an  adequate 
Volunteer  Force. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  —  ELEGTUIC 
COMMUNICATION  BETWEEN  LIGHT. 
SHIPS  AND  THE  MAINLAND. 

CoLoxEL    KING-HARMAN    (Kwit, 
Isle  of  Thanet)  asked  the  Seoretazy  to 
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the  Board  of  Trade,  Whether,  in  view 
of  the  successful  eiperimenta  which  have 
taken  place  at  the  Sunk  Lip;ht,  Ker 
Majesty's  Uovernment  intend  to  estab- 
lish telephonic  or  any  other  elettriccom- 
numication  bfitween  the  lightships  on 
the  Goodwin  Sands  and  the  mainland  ; 
whether  it  is  true  that  it  is  in  contem- 
plation to  relay  the  Ostend  cable,  which 
passes  close  to  the  Goodwin  Sands, 
during  tho  present  Autumn;  whether 
tho  Government  will  take  advantage  of 
this  opportunity  of  effecting  telephonic 
communication  with  the  Goodwins,  both 
with  a  view  to  economy,  and  with  regard 
to  the  advisability  of  completinj 
cimmunication  before  the  Winter  sets 
in  ;  what  steps  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment intend  to  take  with  regard  to  elec- 
tric communication  between  the  light- 
ships and  lighthouses  round  the  coasts 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  the 
mainland;  and,  if  telegraphic  oi 
phonic  communication  will  be 
cstabli'hed  between  the  mainland  and 
Torv  Island  ? 

The  SECEETAItT  (Baron  Hekrt 
De  Worms)  (Liverpool,  East  ToJsteth), 
The  Board  of  Trade  are  about  to  appoint 
a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  whole 
question  of  communication  between 
lightships  and  the  shore.  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  will,  therefore. 
understand  that  I  ehall  not  be  a  posi- 
tion to  make  a  statement  on  the  subject 
until  the  Committee  have  made  their 
■    lieport. 

TriE    PARKS    (METHOPOLIS)  —  HYDE 

PAUK-IIOURS    OF   CLOSINa-DIS- 

OllDKRLY  CHARACTERS. 

Mr.   SHIRLEY  (Yorkshire,    W.B,, 

Doncaster)  asked    the    First    Oommia- 

sioner  of  Works,  Whether,  having  re  ■ 

gard  to  the  disorderly  characters  who 

frequent  Hyde  Park  at  night,  it  would 

be  desirable  to  close  the  gates  regularly 

at  10  p.m.? 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  (Mr. 
Plusket)  (Dublin  University):  I  have 
inquired  into  the  matter,  and  I  am  satis- 
fii'd  that  much  inconvenience  would  bi.' 
cau5..'d  by  dosing  Hyde  Park  at  10 
oV-liick  instead  of  at  midnight,  ns  at 
prc-eiit,  wliile  such  a  change  would  ncit 
get  rid  of  the  disorderly  characters  com- 
plained of  by  the  hon.  Member.  There 
are,  I  am  informed,  fewer  of  that  clats 
about  the  Park  after  10  o'clock  than 
before  that  hour. 

VOL.    CCCIX.        [TUIRD  SEBIEB.] 


POOR    LAW     (IRELAND)— THE    GUAR. 
DIANa  OF  THE  RATHDOWN  UNION 
—UNSANITARY    STATE     OP     THE 
■WORKHOUSE. 
SiE  THOMAS   E8M0NDE  (Dublin 
("!o.,   S.)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  If  it  is 
u  fact  that  the  Guardians  of  the  Bath- 
down  Union  refuse  to  remedy  the  state 
iif  things  caused  by  the  defective  drain- 
age of  the  Kathdown  Union  workhouse, 
notwithstanding  the  repeated  represen- 
tations of  the  ratepayers  ;  if  so,  whether 
lie  will  take  steps  to  compel  the  Guar- 
dians to  take  immediate  and  effective 
measures  to  put  an  end  to  this  nuisance? 
The     CHIEF     8ECEETARY    (Sir 
Michael  Hickb-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.): 
I  do  not  think  it  can  be  fairly  said  that 
the  Guardians  of  the  Bathdown  tTnion 
have  refused  to  remedy   the   stute  of 
things  caused  by  the  defective  drainage 
of   tne   Rathdown   Union   Workhouse, 
itwithstanding  the  repeated  repreeen- 
tationa  of  the  ratepayers.  I  am  informed 
that   the  question  is  surrounded    with 
difficulties,   which  they  are  endeavour- 
ing to  surmount,  and  a  Committee  of 
the  Guardians  is  sitting  with  reference 

>  them. 
BALL-MARKINQ- THE  WATCH  TRADE. 
Oaptaim  PENTON  (Finsbury.  Central) 
asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  Whether  he  will  undertake,  on 
behalf  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
during  the  Beoess,  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion of  hall-marking,  with  a  view,  as 
soon  a«  the  state  of  public  business  will 
permit,  to  legislation  of  such  a  character 
as  will  remove  the  grievances  from  which 
the  watch-case  makers  complain  that 
they  are  suffering  F 

Thb  secretary  (Baron  Hktbt 
De  Wobus)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxtelh) : 
I  fear  I  am  unable  to  give  any  under* 
taking  to  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
with  regard  to  legidlation  on  the  sub- 
ject of  hall-marking.  All  that  I  can  at 
present  say  is  that  the  question  shall 
receive  the  coaeideration  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  during  the  Recess. 
POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— SUB-POSTAL 
DISTRICT  OF  KILUUHRY  M'MAHON, 
CO.  CLA.BB. 

Me.  JORDAN  (fflare,  W.)  asked  the 

Postmaster  General,  If  he  or  his  Prede- 

oQSsor  received  a  Memorial  from  the  eub- 

poBtol  district  of  Kilmurry  M'Uahon, 
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county  OlaTB,  praying  to  have  a  Sunday 
dslirery  and  collection  of  letters  ;  and, 
if  it  haa  been  yet  granted  ;  and,  if  not, 
can  he  state  when  it  will  be  ? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  op  the 
COTJNOIL  (Sir  Henry  Holland) 
(Hampatead)  (who  replied)  eaid :  The 
Postmaster  General  had  given  direc- 
tions, before  the  Notice  appeared  on  the 
Paper,  for  the  eetablishment  of  a  post 
office  in  the  district  referred  to,  and  I 
am  informed  that  it  came  into  operation 
on  Saturday  last. 

DISPENSARIES  (IRELAND)  —  ELT  DIS- 
PENSARY,  DERRTGONNELLY,  CO. 
FERMANAGH. 

Ma.  JORDAN  (Clare,  W.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  he  can  stats  the 
number  of  apartments,  inclading  the 
hallway,  in  the  building  known  as 
the  Ely  Dispensary,  in  Derrygonnellj, 
county  Fermanagh ;  what  apartments 
are  let  to  the  Board  of  Quardians  of  the 
Enniskillen  Union  ;  what  are  the  t«rma 
of  agreement  of  tenancy  between  the 
Board  and  the  landlord,  and  the  amount 
of  rent;  if  there  be  any  other  tenants  in 
oocupation  of  part  of  said  premises,  the 
number  of  apartments  let  to  them,  the 
nature  of  tenancy,  and  amount  of  rent; 
and,  if  he  will,  as  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  advise  or 
suggest  to  the  Enniskillen  Board  of 
Guardians  the  desirableness  of  consider- 
ing the  propriety,  under  all  the  ciroum- 
stanoes,  of  either  renting  another  bouse, 
or  building,  under  the  Acts  for  that  pur- 
pose, a  new  dispensary  in  that  town  ? 

The  CHIEF  8ECBETABT  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.)  r 
I  have  already,  in  reply  to  two  previous 
Questions,  given  all  the  information  in 
my  possession  on  the  subject.  I  can 
only  repeat  that  for  many  years  past 
part  of  the  house  was  occupied  as  a  dis- 
pensary, and  the  rent  paid  by  the  Guar- 
dians was  £9  \5t.  a-year.  I  am  unable 
to  give  particulars  as  to  the  terms  of  the 
occupancy  of  part  of  the  house  by  other 
tenants,  nor  am  I  aware  that  I  have  any 
ri^ht  to  inquire.  So  long  as  the  pre- 
mises provided  for  tbe  dispensary  for 
the  Guardians  are  suitable  for  the  pur- 
pose the  Local  Government  Board  can- 
not, I  am  advised,  interfere,  as  suggested 
by  the  hnn.  Member.  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  at  his  disposal  any  information 
to  show  that  any  public  inconvenience 
Mr.  Jordan 
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is  caused  by  the  present  arrangemenis 
and  will  communicate  with  ma,  I  will 
consider  the  matter  furthor. 

"WAR  DEPARTMENT— RETIRED 
OFFICERS  IN  COLONIAL  EMPLOT- 
MENT. 
Sib  THOMAS  ESMONDS  (DnUin 
Co.,  S.)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  If  gentlemen  who  have  retired 
from  Her  Majesty's  Militaiy  Sarvice  are 
subjected  to  ^rfeiture  of  any  portion  of 
retired  pay,  which  they  may  have  earned 
by  past  services  as  officers,  upon  their 
acceptance  of  any  employment  whatsTGT 
under  the  governments  of  self-goTeniing 
Colonies ;  if  so,  upon  what  principle  ia 
it  considered  that  such  action  on  the  part 
of  these  gontlemen  should  render  them 
liable  to  forfeiture  of  rewards  for  their 
past  services  in  Imperial  employment  T 

The  SECEETABT  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  SmTH)  (Strand,  Westminster): 
Under  present  BeKulations  an  officer  on 
the  Retired  List  tt^iug  Colonial  employ- 
ment is  liable  to  a  suspension  or  deduc- 
tion of  a  portion  of  his  retired  pay,  if 
that  retired  pay  haa  been  earned  in  part 
by  services  under  a  Colonial  QoTem- 
ment.  These  BeguIationH  have  been 
under  the  oonsideratioQ  of  the  War 
Office  and  the  Treasury ;  and  I  am  ^lad 
to  say  that  an.  alteration  has  been  ap- 
proved which  will  remove  any  weU- 
founded  grievance  in  connection  with 
them.  The  new  Regulations  will  r&- 
quire  legislative  sanction,  and  a  Bill  for 
this  purpose  will  be  brought  in  earlj 
next  Session. 

REGULATION  OF  RAILWAYS  AOT,  ISTS 
—THE  GREAT  WE8TEEN  RAILWAY 
AND     THE    THAMES    AND    8BTSBH 
CANAL  NAVIGATION. 
Me.   HOLLOWAT  (Gloncesterahire, 
Stroud)  asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Board 
of  Trade,  Whether  the  following  {acta, 
or  any  of  them,  have  been  represented 
to  the  Board  of  Trade — namely,  that  the 
Great  Western  Railway  Company  havA, 
by  the  acquisition  of  a  large  proportioti 
of  the  shares  in  the  Thames  and  Sevent 
Canal  Navigation,  obtained  control  of  that 
undertaking ;  that  the  said  Railway  Com- 
pany have,  by  nominees  acting  as  a  8al>- 
Committee  of  Directors,  dismissed  tha 
principal  officer  and  many  of  the  work- 
people and  staff  necessary  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  said  Canal,  hare  takaa 
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poasesaion  of  the  seal,  docnments,  and 
papers  of  tho  Canal  Company,  and  re- 
moved the  same  to  Paddington  Station, 
have  nominated  one  of  their  accountant 
clerks  ae  clerk  to  the  Canal  Com- 
pany, and  have  discontinued  the  oon- 
Btant  supply  of  water  to  the  Canal, 
and  thus  nave  stopped  the  navigation 
thereon,  these  proceedings  heing  in  de- 
rogation of  "The  Eegulation  of  Rail- 
waya  Act,  1873;"  and,  whether  the  Board 
of  Trade  propose  to  make  full  inquiiy 
in  respect  to  the  facts  alleged,  and  to 
institute  such  proceedings  aa  may  bo 
advisahle  for  preserving  the  undertaking 
of  the  Thames  and  Severn  Canal  Navi- 
gntien  in  the  public  interest,  free  from 
Itailtvay  control,  that  Navigation  being 
an  essential  link  in  the  nater  communi- 
cation between  the  Rivera  Thames  and 
Severn  ? 

The  secretary  (Baron  Henbt 
De  Worms)  (Liverpool,  East  Tox- 
teth) :  It  appears  to  be  true  that  the 
Great  Western  Railway  Company  have, 
by  the  acquisition  of  a  la^e  pro- 
portion of  the  shares  in  the  Thames 
and  Severn  Canal  Navigation,  obtained 
control  of  that  undertaking  ;  and  it  fur- 
ther appears  that  the  Company  have 
nominated  aSnb-Committeefor  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  Canal ;  but  the  Board 
of  Trade  have  no  official  information 
with  regard  to  the  other  statements  in 
tlio  hon.  Member's  Question.  The  Board 
of  Trade  have  for  some  time  past  had 
the  matter  under  their  consideration 
but,  ns  at  present  advised,  they  are  not 
iu  a  position  to  institute  proceedings  at 
law.  The  matter  will,  however,  receive 
taroful  consideration,  with  a  view  to 
further  legislation  on  the  subject.  There 
is  no  objection  to  the  Correspondence 
on  the  subject  being  laid  before  Parlia- 
mont  if  the  hon.  Member  will  move 
for  it. 

ARMY  (UISCIPLINE)-THE  DEVON- 
SHIRE REGIMENT. 
Colonel  BLUNDELL  (Lancashire, 
S.W.,lQce)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  Whether 
t>vo  soldiers  of  the  Devonshire  Regiment 
were  apprehended  by  the  county  police 
at  Topsham  for  being  drunk  and  dis- 
orderly on  Sunday  the  2nd  of  May  last, 
and  were  brought  thence  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  bandcuGTed  together  in 
uniform,  and  in  that  state  marched 
through  the  streets  of  Exeter  to  the 
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police  station  ;  and,  whether  he  will  for- 
bid the  continuance  of  the  practice  of 
handcuffing  soldiers  when  in  custody  of 
ihe  civil  power,  unless  there  are  reai^on- 
^ble  grounds  for  expecting  an  attempt  to 
escape  or  a  rescue  r 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.):  I  am 
informed  by  the  Chief  Constable  of 
Devon  that  the  facts  are  as  stated  in  my 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend's  Question,  ex- 
cept that  the  men  were  not  marched 
through  the  straets  of  Exeter,  but  only 
a  distance  of  260  paces  from  the  railway 
to  the  police  station.  I  have  no  power 
to  issue  any  orders  on  the  subject ;  bat 
E  agree  that  it  is  undesirable  to  handcuff 
prisoners,  except  where  it  is  difficult  to 
control  them. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELANP)- COURT 
OF  BANKRUPTCY— THE  LATE  OFFI- 
CIAL ASSIGNEE,  MB.  C.  H.  JAMES. 
Mb.  p.  Mcdonald  (Sligo,  N.)  asked 
Mr.  Attorney  Q-eneral  for  Ireland,  Whe- 
ther, in  the  annual  Parliamentary  Re- 
turns, directed  by  the  statute  20  and  21 
Viet.  c.  60,  a.  68,  and  made  by  the  late 
Official  Assignee,  the  words  "I  certify 
thia  to  be  a  true  return  "  have  been 
habitually  omitted  ;  whether  these  words 
are  contained  in  the  Form  (Schedule  B.) 
prescribed  by  the  statute ;  and,  whether 
this  alteration  of  the  Act  has  been  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Judge  of  tho  Court,  and 
certified  by  the  Chief  Registrar  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  tob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity): I  find  that  the  words  "I  certify 
this  to  bo  a  true  Return,"  in  the  form 
prescribed  by  the  Act,  have  been  omitted 
from  the  Parliamentary  Returns  for  the 
year  1863,  and  probably  from  an  earlier 
period.  I  am  informed  that  this  omis- 
sion was  never  sanctioned  by  the  Judges, 
and  probably  arose  from  an  error  in  the 
instructions  originally  given  for  the 
printing  of  the  forms,  which  bos  been 
since  overlooked. 

WAR  DEPARTMENT-MARTELLO 
TOWER  AT  8E:A  POINT,  DUBLIN  BAT. 

Sir  THOMAS  ESMONDE  (Dublin 
Co.,  S/)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  If  the  Government  will  accept  the 
offer  for  tlie  martello  tower  at  Sea  Pointy 
made  in  July  last  by  the  Blackrock  Town 
Commissioners,  in  the  event  of  the  ten- 
ders now  being  called  for  by  the  Royal 
2  N  2 
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Eogineer  Office,  Dublin,  not  being  held 
guffioient  ? 

The  surveyor  GENERAL  of 
ORDNANCE  (Mr.  Northcote)  (Exeter) 
(who  replied)  said  :  Offers  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  Martello  Tower  at  Sea 
Point  are  open  to  public  competition, 
and  tenders  will  be  received.  Until  they 
are  so  received  I  cannot  give  a  fuller 
answer  to  the  Question. 

THE  MAGISTRACY  (IRELAND)— QTTAR- 
TER  SESSIONS  AT  TULLAMORE 
(KING'S  CO.)— REMOVAL  OF  DOCU- 
MENTS. 

Db.  fox  (King's  Co.,  Tullamore) 
asked  Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland, 
Whether  Mr.  James  Fagan,  Clerk  of 
the  Peace  for  King's  Countj,  in  last 
March,  removed  all  the  papers  and 
documents  (except  the  records)  con- 
nected with  (Quarter  Sessions,  from  Tulla- 
more, where  the  Assizes  are  held,  to 
Parsonstown  ;  whether  such  removal 
was  contrary  to  law,  as  well  as  a  serious 
inconvenience  to  the  people  of  Tullamore 
and  vicinity  ;  and,  whether  he  will  order 
the  return  of  the  said  papers  to  Tulla- 
more, and  the  opening  there  of  an  office 
by  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  as  prescribed 
by  law  ?  

Thb  SOLICITOE  general  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  (Liverpool, 
Walton) :  I  am  informed  that  the  Clerk 
of  the  Peace,  who  has  resided  at  Par- 
sonstown before  and  since  his  appoint- 
ment, has  an  office  in  Tullamore,  at  the 
Court  House,  where  in  his  absence  he  is 
represented  by  a  competent  clerk.  I 
am  informed  by  Mr.  Fagan  that  he  has 
not  removed  all  the  papers  and  docu- 
ments (except  the  records)  connected 
with  Quarter  Sessions  from  Tullamore 
to  Parsonstown  ;  but  only  such  books  as 
are  used  at  Quarter  Sessions  and  papers 
as  may  be  convenient  to  keep  in  his  own 
possession  for  such  part  of  his  duties  as 
he  discharges  personally.  He  states 
that  no  complaint  of  inconvenience  has 
been  made.  I  am  communicating  with 
him  in  relation  to  the  matter. 

THE   CHARITY  COMMISSIONERS  —  RE- 
CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  COM- 
MISSION. 

Mr.  MACDONALD  CAMERON 
(Wick,  &c.)  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  "Whether  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment propose  to  alter  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Body  known  as  the  Charity 

Sir  Thomas  Esmondi 


Commissioners,  by  the  inf^on  of  Cbm- 
missioners  representative  of  the  rate- 
payers,  with  a  view  of  dealing  with 
great  endowments  like  Chfht's  Hoapital, 
St.  Paul's  School,  Charterhouse,  £toii| 

and  other  endowments  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  OF  THE  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolph  Chukchill} 
(Paddington,  S.):  I  have  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have  any  such  intention  as  the  hen. 
Member  appears  to  wish  that  they  should 
have  in  regard  to  the  constitution  of  the 
Charity  Commission. 

CITY  OF  LONDON  PAROCHIAL  CHABI- 

TIES  ACT,  1883— REPORT  OF 

COMMISSIONERS. 

Mb.  JAMES  STUART  (Shoreditcfa. 
Hoxton)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  When  the 
Commissioners  appointed  under  ''The 
City  of  London  Parochial  CharitieB  Act^ 
1883,"  are  expected  to  make  a  Beport 
or  Statement ;  and,  whether  he  can  state 
approximately  the  total  amount  of  funds 
which  will  come  under  section  18  (b) 
and  section  14  (c)  of  the  Act,  namely,  so 
as  to  be  applicable 

''to  the  promoting  the  edncatioii  of  ths 
poorer  inhabitants  of  the  MetropoUt,  whether 
by  means  of  exhibitions,  or  of  technioftl  in- 
struction, or  of  secondary  edacation,  or  of  art 
education,  or  of  evening  lectures," 

or  otherwise,  as  specified  in  the  Olauaea 
of  the  Act  above  referred  to  ? 

Thb  vice  PRESIDENT  of  td 
COUNCIL  (Sir  He3tby  Hollakd) 
(Bampstead)  (who  replied)  said:  The 
Charity  Commissioners  expect  to  be  in 
a  position  to  make  a  first  statement 
before  the  close  of  the  year,  and  other 
statements — for  which  the  materials  are 
to  a  iarffe  extent  prepared — will  follow. 
Until  tne  whole  of  the  statements  are 
prepared,  and  the  Commissioners  are  in 
a  position  to  consider  the  requirements 
of  the  Metropolis  in  respect  to  the  whole 
of  the  various  purposes  enumerated  by 
the  Act,  the  Commissioners  cannot  state 
the  amount  of  the  funds  which  will  be 
applicable  to  educational  purposes. 

POLICE  (METROPOLIS)— THE   WANDS- 
WORTH POLICE  COURT. 

Mr.  OCTAVIUS  MOEGAN  (Batter- 
sea)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  Whether  he  has  yet 
considered  the  Memorial  of  the  Wands- 
worth Board  of  Works  of  17th  March 
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stepTtth  a  view  to  extend  etiU  further 
the  operation  of  that  change. 

TEACHERS  PENSION  (IRELAND)  ACT- 
MRS,  J.  KELLY,  MOUNTFIELD.  CO. 

TYRONE,  NATIONAL  SCHOOL. 
Ma.  M,  J.KENNY  (TyrODe,Mid)aBked 
the  Secretary  to  t!ie  Treasury,  If  he  will 
state  the  grounds  on  wliich  the  Commis- 
sioners  of  Education  have  declined  to 
recommend  Mrs.  J.  Kelly,  late  Bchool- 
mi stress  of  the  Mountfield,  county 
Tyrone,  National  School,  for  a  gratuity 
under  the  Teachers  Pension  Act  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks  -  Beach)  (Brietol,  W.) 
(who  replied)  said :  I  Gnd  that  in  this 
particular  case  Mrs.  Kelly  was  refused  a 
retiring  pension,  because  her  case  doss 
not  come  within  the  terms  of  the  Teachers 
Pension  Act. 

INCLOSXJEE  OF  HILL  GROUNDS  {SCOT. 
LAND)  ACTS. 

Mb.  mason  {Lanark,  Mid)  asked 
the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  Whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
the  Scotch  Acts  of  1661  and  1669, 
which  provided  for  the  incloeure  of  bill 
ground  (for  the  encouragement  of  agri- 
culture  and  the  plantation  of  trees)  are 
now  being  used  by  certain  landowners 
to  compel  neighbouring  proprietors  to 
bear  half  the  expense  of  the  incloaure 
of  waste  lands  kept  for  wild  animals ; 
and,  whether  any  steps  will  be  taken  to 
meet  such  an  application  of  the  Act  ? 

The  lord  jODVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  H. 
A.  Macddnald)  (Edinburgh  and  St. 
Andrew's  Universities)  (who  replied) 
said :  By  the  Act  of  1661,  where  fencing 
is  necessary  for  inclosing  timber  or 
arable  ground  in  Scotland,  and  keeping 
cattle  within  bounds,  such  fences,  where 
they  divide  one  property  from  another, 
must  be  paid  for  by  both  proprietors. 
The  Act  of  1669  provides  for  the  judicial 
adjustment  of  marches  in  such  oasea 
where  a  dividing  fence  or  ditch  cannot 
be  satisfactorily  made  in  exact  aocord- 
ance  with  the  actual  line  which  divides 
the  properties.  I  am  not  aware  whether 
there  are  cases  in  wbioh  at  present  the 
excellent  provisions  of  those  Acts  are 
being  used  in  the  manner  suggested  in 
the  Question.  I  am  aware  of  one  case 
of  dispute  in  regard  to  fencing  underthe 
Act  of  1661 ;  but  that  case  is  at  preeeot 
being  litigated  in  the  Court  of  Sesrion, 


last,  asking  that  the  PoHce  Court  now  ' 
stationed  at  Wandsworth  should  be 
transferred  to  a  more  central  locality, 
and  in  cloBer  proximity  to  Clapham 
Junction  Railiray  Station  ;  that  in  future 
the  magistrate  should  hold  his  Court 
during  the  whole  day  instead  of,  as  at 
present,  for  a  half  day,  and  then  at  an 
uncertain  hour,  which  does  not  allow 
BufHcient  time  for  the  proper  administra- 
tion of  justice? 

The  secretary  of  STATE.  {Mr. 
Matoiews)  (Birmingham,  E.)  :  Yes. 
Sir  ;  I  have  carefully  coneidered  this 
Memorial.  The  whole  question  of  the 
sufficiency  of  the  Police  Courts  estab- 
lishments in  the  Metropolis  is  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Government ;  and  I 
trust  that  some  means  may  be  found  of 
overcoming  the  financial  difKculties  with 
which  this  question  is  beset. 

COMMERCE  AND  AGRICULTUBE-A 
SPECIAL  CABINET  DEPARTMENT. 
Colonel  HILL  [Bristol,  S.)  asked 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Whe- 
ther, in  consideration  of  the  importance 
of  commerce  and  agriculture  to  the 
Country,  and  also  of  the  following  Reso- 
lutions of  this  House— namely,  that 
passed  in  ISTH: — 

"  That  it  IB  desirable  that  tboBO  fuDctioDi  of 
the  Executive  UovemmeDt  which  especially 
relate  to  Commerce  and  Agriculture  should  be 


ft  Member  of  tho  Cubinet ; " 


■'That  the  functiooB  of  the  Exccutiva  Go- 
vcmmcct  vhich  expccially  relate  to  Agricul- 
ture and  Commerce  should,  as  far  aa  possible, 
bo  administered  by  a  distinct  Department,  and 
)>e  presided  over  by  a  responsible  Minister  of 
the  Crown," 

Her  Majesty's  Government  is  prepared 
to  take  steps  with  a  view  to  giving  effect 
to  those  Resolutions  ? 

TheCHANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  RaxuolI'U  Chuhchill) 
(Poddington,  S.):  Id  reply  to  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member,  I  would  remind 
him  that  a  considerable  step  was  taken 
in  the  direction  indicated  by  these  Reso- 
lutioDS  in  the  change  made  by  tho  right 
bun.  Oentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  in  the 
duties  of  the  Office  of  Chancellor  of  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster  ;  and  I  cannot  say 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  pre- 
pared at  the  present  moment  to  take  any 
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and  it  will  be  for  the  Judge  to  decide 
whether  the  Act  applies  or  not.  No 
abuse  of  the  Acts  can  take  place,  as  no 
proprietor  can  compel  his  neighbour  to 
pay  a  share  of  the  cost  of  fencing  or 
straightening  a  march  unless  he  can 
satisfy  the  Court  that  his  demand  is  a 
just  one  under  the  Act. 

POST  OFFICE  (PARCEL  POST)-CON- 

VEYANCE  OF  PARCELS  TO 

SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Mr.  BADEN-POWELL  (Liverpool, 
Kirkdale)  asked  the  Postmaster  General, 
Whether  he  will  inform  the  House  why 
it  is  that  an  extra  charge,  amounting  to 
more  than  30  per  cent,  is  made  on  par- 
cels for  places  in  South  Africa  other 
than  Capetown ;  while  the  rate  for  all 
places  in  other  Colonies,  except  Canada, 
is  a  uniform  one ;  and,  whether  he  will 
inform  the  House  as  to  the  leading  con- 
ditions as  to  rates  in  the  contracts  for 
the  conveyance  of  parcels  by  Parcels 
Post  to  South  Africa  ? 

The  vice  PEESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  Henry  Holland) 
(Hampstead)  (who  replied)  said:  The 
Cape  Town  Post  Office  decided  after 
careful  consideration  that,  while  willing 
that  the  postage  for  parcels  for  Cape 
Town  itself  should  be  at  the  rate  of  Is. 
a-pound,  circumstances  would  not  admit 
of  their  agreeing  to  a  lower  rate  than 
1».  4rf.  a-pound  in  respect  of  parcels  for 
all  places  other  than  Cape  Town.  In 
view  of  the  advantage  of  securing  a  lower 
rate  for  the  very  large  number  of  parcels 
for  Cape  Town,  it  was  considered  that  a 
departure  from  the  ordinary  course  of 
fixing  a  uniform  rate  for  the  whole 
Colony  was  justified.  The  contract  for 
the  sea  conveyance  for  parcels  was  made 
by  the  Cape  Town  Post  Office,  and  the 
leading  conditions  of  it  cannot  be 
stated. 

GENERAL    GORDON— THE    MEMORIAL 

STATUE  FOR  WELLINGTON 

PLACE. 

Mr.  WHITMOEE  (Chelsea)  asked 
the  First  Commissioner  of  Works,  What 
progress  is  being  made  with  the  statue 
of  (leneral  Gordon,  and  in  the  execution 
of  the  suggested  design  for  the  decora- 
tion of  Wellington  Place  ? 

The  FIEST  COMMISSIONER  (Mr. 
Plunkkt)  (Dublin  University):  I  am 
glad  to  inform  my  hon.  Friend  that  Mr. 

Mr.  J.  If.  A,  Macdonald 


Hamo  Thomyoroft  has  made 
tory  progress  with  the  statue  of  General 
GK)rdon.  As  to  the  decoration  of  Wel- 
lington Place,  that  is  under  the  control 
of  a  Committee  presided  over  by  His 
Eoyal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales ; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  work  will 
be  taken  in  hand  so  soon  as  the  statue 
of  the  Duke  of  Welling^ni  which  must 
form  an  important  feature  in  any  plan 
for  the  iinproyement  of  the  placOi  is 
ready. 

EGYPT— THE  ARMY   OF  OCCUPATION 
—THE  TROOPS  AT  ASSOUAN. 

Mr.  BUXTON  (Tower  Hamlets,  Pop- 
lar)  asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  Whether,  in  yiew  of 
the  collapse  of  hostile  power  in  the 
Soudan,  Military  exigencies  will  now 
permit  the  withdrawal  of  the  British 
troops  stationed  at  Assouan  to  a  position 
further  North,  thus  putting  an  end  to 
the  heat  mortality,  and  great  sufferings 
which,  as  reported  in  the  public  press, 
are  entailed  on  the  troops  by  the  occu- 
pation of  a  point  as  far  South  as  As- 
souan ? 

The  SECRETAEY  of  STATE  jon 
WAR  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand,  West- 
minster) (who  replied)  said :  The  latest 
intelligence  received  from  the  Military 
Authorities  in  Egypt  conveys  rumours 
of  the  assemblage  of  a  considerable  force 
at  Dongola,  and  it  is  therefore,  I  fear, 
premature  to  speak  of  ''the  collapse  of 
hostile  power  in  the  Soudan  ;  "  but  the 
General  Commanding  in  Egypt  has  com- 
plete discretion  as  to  the  strength  and 
composition  of  the  force  to  be  main- 
tained at  Assouan.  It  has  been  already 
considerably  reduced ;  and  he  will,  X 
hope,  be  able  to  make  still  further  re- 
ductions very  shortly.  I  have  already 
stated  in  the  House  that  there  is  no  ab- 
normal sickness  at  the  present  time 
amoDg  the  troops  stationed  at  Assouan. 

PIERS  AND  HARBOUKS  (IRELAND)— 

THE  PIERS  AT  BALTIMORE 

HARBOUR. 

Mr.  GILHOOLY  (Cork,  W.)  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
Whether  the  rocks  between  the  Old  and 
the  New  Pier  at  Baltimore  are  a  serious 
obstruction  to  the  fishing  industry; 
whether  the  cost  of  removing  them  will 
exceed  £50 ;  and,  whether,  in  yiew  of 
the  fact  that  an  overseer  to  the  Board 
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of  Public  Works  is  at  present  in  Balti-  ing,  and  it  is,  therefore,  impossible  to 
more,  immediate  steps  will  be  taken  to  answer  it  in  detail.     But  I  may  state 
remove  the  above-mentioned  rocks  ?  that  the  Postmaster  General  will  con- 
The  secretary  (Baron  Henry  De  sider  whether  the  mail  car  can  be  main- 
WoRMs)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) :  The  tained  throughout  the  year, 
harbour  of  Baltimore  is,  by  the  Balti- 
more and  Skibbereen  Harbour  Order,  PERU  AND  CHILI— THE  PERUVIAN 
1884,  vested  in  the  Baltimore  and  Skib-  BONDHOLDERS'  COMMITTEE, 
hereon    Harbour    Commissioners,    who  Mr.  HUNTER  (Aberdeen,  N.)  asked 
have  power  to  deepen  and  improve  the  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
harbour  at  its  entrance.     The  Board  of  Affairs,  Whether  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
Trade  have  no  jurisdiction  in  the  mat-  ment  have  yet  determined  what  answer 
ter.  they  will  give  to  the  application  made 

to  them  by  the  Peruvian  Boldholders' 

POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)  —  COMMUNI-  Committee  to  employ   diplomatic  pres- 

CATION    BETWEEN   CAPE    CLEAR  sure  in  concert  with  the  French  Govern- 

AND  SHORKIN  ISLANDS  AND  THE  ment  on  the  Government  of  Chili,  to 

MAIN  LAND  S^^^  effect  to  an  agreement  made  on  the 

Mr.  GILHOOLY  (Cork,  W.)  asked  23rd  March    1886,  between  that  Com- 

the   Postmaster  General,   What    steps  ™i"l^  ^°^  *^«^""\  ^'«y*""  *°"*  ^- ' 

have  been  taken  to  effect  Postal  com-  J^^^^^''  '•"der  that  agreement,  a  pre- 

munication    between   Cape  Clear    and  ference  over  the  bondholders  is  given  to 

Sliorkin  Islands  and  the  main  land ?  ^««f"-,?"y5Vl  *°^  ?,"'  £'    ^.i^T 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  of  the  f**"*,  "^^  ^\i^\i^I  t  f ao^  / 
COUNCIL  (Sir  Henrt  Holland)  erest  from  the  30th  June,  1880;  whe- 
(Ilampstead)  (who  replied)  said:  The  ther  that  agreement  has  been  submitted 
inquiry  which  has  been  held  into  this  to  or  sanctioned  by  the  Peruvian  Bond- 
subject  80  far  shows  that  no  arrange-  ^"^^^'^  i  "'^^^f'  ^^\^^^"''',  ^''^^- 
meut  is  practicable  for  providing  postal  ??«''*  dispute  the  validity  of  Messrs. 

communication  between  the  pkces  re-  ^'«y*"/  ,f"^  ^^^  f"'"^  f^  *^^  T'" 

f^r,r.^A   *^     «^«^^4.   «*   «    i«     ^  racy  of  the  estimates  and  calculations 

n^t!,  H  LZw^nnff«  J  Z      ^^  upou  which  the  agreement  of  the  23rd 

^n   thffn^nZJ  nT  L  -„£•  J  iTo       i  March  is  based;  and,  whether  the  cor- 

yet  beL'Xyei*:  *''  '"'^"*  ^"  "°*  -P^f --  -^  ^«  P--t«d  to  the 

The    under     SECEETAEY    of 

POST    OFFICE    (IRELAND)  -  SKIBBE-  gTATE  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  (Man- 

KEEN  AND  BALTIMORE  MAIL  CAR.  chester,  N.E.) :  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 

Dii.  KENNY  (Cork,  8.)  asked  the  ment  have  been  in  communication  with 
Postmaster  General,  Whether  the  Mail  the  French  Government  on  the  subject 
Car  has  been  discontinued  between  of  this  Agreement.  It  is  not  their  in- 
Skibbereen  and  Baltimore  ;  if  the  rural  tention  to  support  it,  or  to  depart  from 
messenger  has  to  travel  1 9  miles  per  day  the  usual  method  of  dealing  diplomatic- 
and  carry  parcels ;  whether  more  than  ally  with  the  claims  of  British  subjects. 
100  men  are  employed  at  public  works  They  have  expressed  their  readiness  to 
and  schools  at  Baltimore ;  if  letters  are  unite  with  the  other  Governments  in- 
delivered  on  Sundays ;  and,  whether,  t crested  in  examining  any  questions  in 
considering  the  importance  of  Baltimore  dispute  in  relation  to  the  character  and 
as  a  fishing  station,  he  will  have  steps  amount  and  validity  of  the  claims,  with 
taken  to  obviate  the  public  inconvenience  a  view  to  re-opening  negotiations  with 
by  securing  the  services  of  the  Mail  Car  Chili  for  their  settlement  on  a  fair  and 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Baltimore  ?  equitable    basis.      Any   understanding 

The    VICE    PRESIDENT    of    the  among  the  various  claimants  must,  in 

C  OUNCIL    (Sir    Hexry   Holland)  the  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's  Govem- 

(Hampstead)  (who  replied)  said:  The  ment,  be   arrived  at  independently  of 

mail  car  between  Skibbereen  and  Balti-  the  Governments  interested.    It  seems 

more  was  put  on  as  a  temporary  mea-  unnecessary  to  give  any  reply  to  the 

sure  during  the  fishing  season,  and  has  remaining  paragraphs  of  the  Question, 

now  been  discontinued.    The  Question  which  deal  simply  with  matters  of  fact 

only  appeared  on  the  Paper  this  mom-  connected  with  the  Agreement.    There 
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are  no  Papers  which  could  be  laid  with  nesses,  on  whose  evidenoe  he  had  been 

advantage  at  present.  convicted,   with  perjury ;  whether  the 

Madras  Government  replied  that  he  had 

POLICE  (METROPOLIS)-OBSTEUCTION  entirely  failed  to  eubstantiate^wcharge; 

OF  TRAFFIC-STREET  LECTURERS.  whether,  in  spite  of  the  most  determined 

It      »mTTTiT>Txi-i7-  Tr>-KTira  rT\    u  Opposition  in  Court  of  the  Madras  Qo- 

xr^#\^^°l^^^^7'^^^^/«»"1  %  '  vernment.  he  obtained  the  sanction  of  the 
N.WO  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  jjj  .  ^^^^  ^  prosecute  these  Crown 
the  Home  Department,  Whether  his  ^-^1^^^^  fo,  ^  whether  he  pro- 
attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  recent  ^^^^^  ^^^  con^otion  and  punishment  of 
prosecutions  of  Evangelical  and  Socialist  ^^^  ^^^j^  ^^  ^^^  (jrown  witnesses ; 
lecturers  for  alleged  obstruction  in  the  whether  the  Madras  Government  turned 
streets  of  the  Metropolis ;  whether  such  ^:^^  ^^^  ^f  ^^^  honorary  oflSce  as  Mnni. 
interference  with  the  long-estabhshed  .^^  Commissioner  of  Salem,  dis- 
custom  of  holding  peaceable  meetings  p^^aging  his  character ;  whether  he 
in  unfrequented  streets  and  at  cross  (i^en^n  the  High  Court  convicted  the 
roads  IS  due  to  special  or  any  instruc-  Qo^rnment  of  illegality  in  so  doing. 
tions  given  by  the  Home  Office ;  and,  if  ;^  damages  and  costs;  whethw 
so,  what  the  nature  of  these  itietructions  »^,j^  j«  ^  htt^nng  the  case  commented 
may  be;  whether,  in  certain  of  such  on  the  behaviour  of  the  Madras  Govem- 
prosecutions.  It  has  been  admitted  by  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  pubUoly  remarking 
the  police  that  the  passage  of  tratfac  f^m  the  Bench- 
was  not  sensibly  interfered  with ;  and,          .      ,      ,       ..,,.. 

whether,  having  in  view  the  small  num-  .J^^^  l^^  f^  J^.^-^ 

ber  of  open  spaces  other  than  highways  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  believed,  the  advisen  of  the 

in  the  more  densely  populated  districts  Government  put  in  a  statement  which  appean 

of  the  Metropolis,  he  will  advise  that  to  be  a   disjointed  collection  of  diapangiiig 

instructions  be  given  to  the  police  not  statements; 

to  -institute  proceedings,   save  only  in  and,  whether  Goyemment  will  oompen- 

those  cases  where  the  passage  of  traffic  sate  Yijiaraghava  Ghariar  for  the  ez- 

is  rendered  impracticable  ?  pense  ho  has  been  put  to  in  defending 

The  SECKETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr.  over  several  years  his  character  in  these 

Matthews)    (Birmingham,    E.) :     The  several  actions  ? 

Home  Office  has  issued  no  special  or  The     UNDER    SECBETABY    of 

recent  instructions  to  the  police  as  to  STATE  (Sir  John  Gobst)  (Chatham): 

their   dealings  with  meetings   in    the  The  events  referred  to  in  the  Question 

streets.     The  instructions  given  by  the  happened  substantially  as  intimated  Le- 

Ghief  Commissioner  are  that  the  police  tween  three  and  four  years  ago.     They 

are  never  to  interfere  ex<;ept  when  there  have  already,  on  several  occasions,  been 

is  a  positive  obstruction  to  the  traffic,  the  subject  of  Questions  in  Parliament. 

I   am    not    aware    of   any    admission  Yijiaraghava    Chariar    recovered     100 

on    their    part    that    they    ever    have  rupees  damages  for  wrongful  dismissal 

interfered  except  under  these  circum-  against  the  Madras  Government ;  but  no 

stances.     The  instructions  of  the  Chief  further  claim  for  compensation  has,  so 

Commissioner  seem  to  me  to  be  quite  far  as  the  Secretary  of  State  is  aware, 

proper  and  in  accordance  with  the  law,  ever  been  made  by  him. 
and  I  have  no  intention  of  advising  any 

alteration.  INDIA  (MADRAS)— BOARD  OF  REVENUE 

— ]MADURA  DISTRICT. 

INDIA  (MADRAS)-VIJIARAGHAVA  Mr.  B.  KELLY  (Donegal,  8.)  asked 

CHARIAR.  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 

Mr.  B.  KELLY  (Donegal,  S.)  asked  If  he  will  state  the  nature  of  the  special 

the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  Mission  on  which  the  senior  member  of 

Whether  Yijiaraghava  Chariar  was  in  the  Madras  Board  of  Bevcnue  has  been 

1882,  on  the  prosecution  of  the  Madras  engaged  for  the  past  five  months  in  the 

Government,   sentenced    to  a  term    of  Madura    district ;    and,    whether     any 

transportation  ;  whether,  on  appeal,  the  emergency  has  arisen  to  necessitate  the 

High  Court  honourably  acquitted  him,  recent  grant  of  magisterial  powers  in 

and    ordered    his    immediate    release;  the  Madura  district  to  this  Bpeoisl  Ck>m- 

whether  he    charged  the  Crown    wit-  missioner? 

Sir  Jamei  Fergunson 
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The     under     SECRETARY    of  tions,    of  obtaiDing  suitable  remounts 

STATE  (Sir  John  Gorst)  (Chatham)  :  for  England  and  India  from  the  Bri- 

The  special  Mission  of  the  senior  Mem-  tish  Colonies  in  South  Africa  and  Aus- 

ber  of  the  Madras  Board  of  Revenue  has  tralia  ? 

been  to  make  inquiry  into  the  adminis-        The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 

tratiun  of  the  Madura  District  by  the  W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster) : 

late    collector.      No    special    grant    of  The   subject  referred   to   by   the   hon. 

magisterial   duty   has.   so   far  as  I  am  Member  has  already  had  consideration, 

aware,  been  made  to  him.  Officers  are  now  in  Canada  inquiring  as 

to  the  possibility  of  obtainincr  horses  for 

MINING  RENTS  AND  ROYALTIES-  the  Army  in  the  Dominion ;  and  atten- 

GENERAL  OR  SPECIAL  LAWS  ABROAD,  tion  will  be  directed  to  the  resources 

Mr.  p.  stanhope  (Wednesbury)  which  the  South  African  Colonies  afford. 
asked  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  I  understand  that  the  Indian  Army  is 
Foreign  Affairs,  Whether,  during  the  largely  supplied  from  Australia. 
Parliamentary  Recess,  he  will  cause  in- 
quiries to  be  made,  through  Her  Ma-  qolD  AND  SILVER  (ROYAL  COMMIS- 
jtsty's  Representatives  abroad,  on  the  SI0N)-DUT1ES  ON  GOLD  AND 
Continent  of  Europe,  and  in  the  United  SILVER 

States  of  America,  in  order  to  lay  upon        ^  J      /><-r.i-iTk/-i"n   T»*T-ni^T-rT^ 

the  Table  of  the  House  a  Eetura  con-  ,   <?^^5^  x^'\^A^^??/¥'^°^® 

taining  information  under  the  foUowing  (?^'5?*f<^'"®)  ^^'^f?  ^'^iS"!®'  Secretary 

heads?- As  to  the  recognition  or  other-  of  State  for  India    Whether   he  wiU 

.vise  in  each  State  of  the  right  of  pri-  )""iertake,  on  behalf  of  his  Department, 

vate   ownership   in  minerals  extracted  [?  ""i^'    *^*  Correspondence   between 

from  the  soil ;  as  to  the  scale  of  royalties  ^^^  ll     ""u^^x    ?lT®«  ?^°''®'5'?,.?**' 

paid  to  the  State  or  private  individuals  HP"?  the  subject  of  the  Gold  and  Silver 

in   respect   of  the   extraction   of    such  ?""«8',  *»,  ^^^  ^o?*^  Commission  on 

minerals,  and  the  general  or  special  laws  ^'^5?ji%^?f??|S'''%U™T,TARY    n. 

by  whicli  the  payment  of  royalties  or  0^,!°"    ,^.     t  ^    ^       w^r^C     x 

mine  rents  is  regulated  ?  STATE  (Sir  John  Gomt)  (Chatham) : 

The    UNDEK     SECRETARY    of  The  Secretary  of  State  has  no  power  to 

STATE  (Sir  James  Feeousson)  (Man-  refer  any  matter  to  the  Royal  Commis- 

Chester,  N.E.):  The  Secretary  of  State  aion  on  Silver ;  but  the  Correspondence 

will  cause  to  be  made  the  inquiries  de-  between  the  Indian  and  Home  Govern- 

«red  by  my  hon.  Friend.     It  will  facili-  ments  upon  the  subject  of  the  gold  and 

tate  and  lessen  the  undertaking  if  he  "^'«'  ^"^«''  '''^  ^^  ^»«^  *»«f°'®  »*• 
will  have  the  croodness  to  inform  me  at 

the  Foreign  Office  from  which  countries  ^^YAL   IRISH   CONSTABUI^RY-PRO- 
particularly  he  desires  to  have  the  in-  SECUTIONS  FOR  DRUNKENNESS- 

formation.     But  I  may  remind  him  that  CIRCULAR    OF     THE    INSPECTOR 

information   on  this  subject  respecting  GENERAL. 

Franco  and  Belgium  is  contained  in  a        Colonel    SAUNDERSON  (Armagh, 

Blue  13ook  lately  laid  before  Parliament,  N.)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to   the 

No.    11,    1886   (Commercial),    pp.    167  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,    Whether 

and  189.  the  Circular  of  the  Inspector  Oeneralof 

Constabulary,    dated    3rd    July    1877, 

WAR     DEPARTMENT-PURCHASE     OF  containing  instructions  how  the  police 

REMOUNTS    FROM   THE    BRITISH  ^re     to    act    in    prosecuti&g  cases   of 

COLONIES.  drunkenness,  is  still  in  existence  ;  whe- 

Mr.   BADEN-POWELL  (Liverpool,  ther  complaints  have  been  heard  from 

Kirkdale)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  towns  affected  by  it  that  it  was  productive 

f«^r  War,  If  he  can  inform  the  House,  in  of  injury  and  loss  in  seriously  impair- 

rt*;rard    to   reported   purchases   on    the  ing  the  efficiency  of  their  Town  Courts, 

Continent    of    Europe     of     horses    for  and  in  depriving  them  of  one-half  the 

Cavalry,  Artillery,  and  Transport,  whe-  fines    arising    from    cases    where    the 

ther  the  authorities  have  recently  made  offender  was  a  non-resident  of  the  town  ; 

or  will  now   make  inquiries  as  to  the  whether   the  question  of  residence  of 

comparative  cost  and  the  feasibility,  in  offender,  and  not  the  place  where  the 

view  of  improved  steamer  communica-  offence  is  committed,  affects  the    case 
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in  a  Town  Court ;  whether  the  Circular 
is  right  in  point  of  Law ;  and,  whether, 
if  not,  the  Government  will  now  have  it 
withdrawn,  and  give  power  to  a  town 
justice  to  determine  all  cases  of  drunken- 
ness coming  within  his  jurisdiction  ? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin 
University)  (who  replied)  said  :  The  Cir- 
cular referred  to  in  the  Question  has 
been  cancelled  by  a  subsequent  Order, 
and  is  now  no  longer  in  force.  The  in- 
structions under  which  the  Constabulary 
act  are  founded  on  the  opinion  of  the 
Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  confirmed  by 
judicial  decision. 

PROPOSED  COMMISSION  ON  THE  DE- 
VELOPMENT OF  THE  RESOURCES 
OF  IRELAND— HARBOURS  ON  THE 
WEST  COAST. 

Mr.  p.  McDonald  (Shgo,  N.)  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  If  the 
contemplated  Government  Commission 
of  Inquiry  into  the  condition  and  best 
means  of  developing  the  resources  of 
Ireland  will  embrace  within  its  scope  of 
investigation  the  admitted  necessity  of 
improving  the  harbour  accommodation 
on  the  West  Coast  of  Ireland ;  and, 
if  so,  will  the  Commission  take  into 
consideration  the  recommendation  of 
the  Select  Committee  of  1883  and  1884, 
more  especially  as  regards  the  harbours 
of  Sligo  and  Ballina,  and  also  the  de- 
clared want  of  suitable  fishery  piers 
along  the  Sligo  Coast ;  and,  if  the  Lords 
of  the  Treasury  will,  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, reconsider  their  decision, 
as  conveyed  in  their  reply  of  27th 
November  1885,  in  reference  to  the 
application  of  the  Sligo  Harbour  Com- 
missioners for  a  loan,  within  their  bor- 
rowing powers,  for  the  purpose  of 
deepening  and  improving  the  port  and 
harbour  of  Sligo  ? 

The  SECRET AEY  (Mr.  JACKso^') 
(Leeds,  N.) :  The  proposed  Commission 
will  take  into  consideration  the  question 
of  harbour  accommodation  on  the  West 
Coast  of  Ireland,  so  far  as  large  harbours 
are  concerned ;  but  it  will  not  deal  with 
the  subject  of  small  fishery  piers.  I 
observe  that  the  Sligo  Harbour  Com- 
missioners last  year  did  not  offer  ade- 
quate security  for  the  loans  ;  but  I  can 
only  say  that  if  they  do  so  now  the 
Board  of  Works  will  carefully  consider 
their  application. 

Colonel  Saundereon 


WAR    DEPART&IENT  —  WABLIKE 

STORES  AND  EQUIPMENTS 

(ROYAL  COMMISSION). 

Sir  henry  TYLER  (Ghreat  Tar- 
mouth)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  Whether  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion, which  he  has  now  undertaken  to 
appoint, 

'*  To  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  fjrs- 
tem  under  which  warlike  stores  and  equip- 
ments have  been  supplied  to  Her  liajerty*s 
Service  during  the  past  five  years," 

is,  under  the  instructions  to  be  gtven  to 
the  Commission,  to  be  prohibited  from 
inquiry  into  any  complaints  that  may 
be  made  in  regard  to  occurrences  not 
falling  strictly  within  that  limit  of  time, 
or  from  tracing  back  to  their  sources 
complaints  in  regard  to  occurrences  fall- 
ing within  those  fiye  years ;  or,  whether 
he  will,  in  drafting  those  instructioiis, 
whilst  referring  the  Commission  gene- 
rally to  matters  falling  within  the  five 
years,  afford  them  such  latitude  and 
discretion  as  they  may  themselves  deem, 
from  time  to  time,  to  be  necessary,  so 
as  to  avert  all  risk  of  hampering  them 
in  their  investigations,  and  of  giving 
occasion  to  complainants  of  alleging 
that  they  have  been  prevented  by  the 
strictness  of  the  limit  of  time  from 
proving  or  bringing  forward  subjects  of 
importance  to  the  inquiry  ? 

Major  RA8CH  (Essex,  S.E.)  asked 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  Whe- 
ther the  Royal  Commission  on  Warlike 
Stores  will  have  the  power  to  examine 
witnesses  on  oath  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster) : 
It  is  necessary  that  some  limit  should 
be  placed  to  the  inquiry,  and  therefore 
July  1,  1881,  has  been  fixed  upqii  as 
the  date  from  which  to  inquire  into 
complaints  received  and  defects  exist- 
ing ;  but  the  instructions  to  the  Royal 
Commission  will  not  preclude  them 
from  searching  back  into  any  antecedent 
circumstances  which  may  have  given 
rise  to  such  complaints,  or  which  may 
tend  to  fix  responsibility  for  defects 
found  to  have  existed  within  the  pre- 
scribed period.  The  Commission  will 
have  all  the  ordinary  powers  possessed 
by  a  Royal  Commission,  and  the 
authority  to  administer  on  oath  may  not 
be  included  among  them ;  but  if  in  the 
conduct  of  the  inquiry  it  appears  to  the 
Commissioners  that  they  do  not  posaesa 
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sufficient  powers  or  authority  they  will 
report  to  the  Government,  and  it  will  be 
for  the  Government  to  determine  what 
course  they  shall  adopt  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. 

CHANNEL  FISHERY  REGULATIONS, 
1843  AND  1868 -ENTRY  OF  A  FRENCH 
FISHING  SMACK  INTO  YARMOUTH. 

Sir  henry  TYLER  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Board 
of  Trade,  Whether  a  Report  has  yet 
been  roceived  from  the  Inspector  sent  to 
inquire  into  the  case  of  the  French  fish- 
ing smack,  Jeanne  Rene,  of  Fecamp, 
which  is  stated  to  have  put  into  Yar- 
mouth, to  have  lain  at  the  fish  wharf, 
and  to  have  sold  her  catch  of  herrings, 
cured  in  bulk,  by  auction  in  the  Yar- 
mouth market,  on  Saturday  last ;  whe- 
ther, under  the  Conventions  of  1843  and 
1868,  or  other  International  arrange- 
ments, English  fishing  vessels  may  law- 
fully be  seized,  and  subjected  to  various 
pains  and  penalties,  for  entering  French 
ports,  as  was  the  case  with  the  12  Col- 
chester smacks  recently  detained  at 
Havre,  whilst  a  French  fishing  vessel  is 
allowed  not  only  to  enter  an  English 
port,  but  also  freely  sell  her  catch  of 
fish  in  competition  with  English  fisher- 
men ;  whether  fish  from  French  fishing 
smacks  may  thus  be  freely  sold  in  Eng- 
land, and  without  duty,  whilst  English- 
caught  fish  cannot  under  any  circum- 
stances be  sold  in  French  or  other  foreign 
2)orts  without  being  subjected  to  high 
and  practically  prohibitive  duties ;  and, 
whether  they  will  adopt  such  speedy 
measures  as  Her  Majesty's  Government 
may  consider  to  be  best  to  remedy  such 
anomalous  conditions,  by  negotiating  a 
fresh  Convention  with  the  French  Go- 
vernment or  otherwise  ? 

The  SECRETARY  (Baron  Henry 
De  AVorms)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth)  : 
The  facts  are  generally  as  stated.  The 
matter  is  undoubtedly  one  of  great  im- 
portance; but  all  I  can  say  is  that  it 
shall  receive  very  careful  considera- 
tion by  the  Government.  The  Inspec- 
tor's Report  has  not  yet  been  received. 

THE  MAGISTRACY  (IRELAND)— 
DR.  BARRETT,  J.P. 

Dr.  TANNER  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  asked 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  conduct  of 
Dr.  Barrett,  J.P.,  at  and  after  the  recent 


meeting  of  the  Inchigeela  Dispensary 
Committee,  on  the  occasion  of  the  visit 
of  the  Local  Government  Visiting  In- 
spector, when  Dr.  Barrett  insulted  and 
struck  repeatedly  Rev.  Mr.  Holland, 
P.P. ;  and,  whether  the  attention  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor  will  be  called  to  the  be- 
haviour of  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
question  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.): 
This  Question  only  appeared  on  the 
Paper  this  morning  ;  and  if  I  may  make 
a  request  to  hon.  Members  with  refer- 
ence to  similar  Questions,  I  will  ask 
them  to  give  at  least  two  days'  Notice. 
The  Local  Government  Board  have  no 
information  with  regard  to  this  matter, 
and  I  have  had  no  time  to  make  inquiry. 

Dr.  TANNER  said,  he  would  repeat 
the  Question  on  Thursday. 

ROYAL    COMMISSION     ON    MINES- 
SAFETY   LAMPS. 

Mr.  PAULTON  (Durham,  Bishop 
Auckland)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  Whether 
the  recent  Circular  of  the  Mines  Inspec- 
tors, issued  by  direction  of  the  Home 
Office,  contains  any  mention  by  name  of 
the  safety  lamps  specially  recommended 
by  the  Royal  Commissioners  as  being 
the  most  safe  and  efficient ;  whether  he 
has  instructed  the  Inspectors  to  take 
active  steps  to  prohibit  the  une  of  such 
lamps  as  do  not  fulfil  the  conditions  of 
safety  laid  down  by  the  Commissioners 
in  their  Report ;  and,  whether  the  Go- 
vernment will  carry  out  the  suggestion 
of  the  Royal  Commissioners  that  the 
Government  should  maintain  an  appa- 
ratus, and  should  appoint  some  person  to 
test  and  report  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
on  any  lamps  which  may  be  submitted 
to  him  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.):  The 
recent  Circular  of  the  Mines  Inspectors 
does  not  mention  any  lamp  by  name ; 
but  it  calls  attention  to  that  portion  of 
the  Royal  Commissioners'  Report  which 
deals  with  the  relative  advantages  and 
disadvantages  of  various  kinds  of  safety 
lamps.  The  Inspectors  have  been  in- 
structed in  cases  where,  in  their 
opinion,  the  lamp  at  present  in  use 
is  a  source  of  danger  to  make  a  requisi- 
tion  under  the  Act  of  1872  for  the 
discontinuance  of  such  lamp,  and  the 
adoption  of  a  safer  kind.   The  Inspectors 


iin 


Post  Office 


{COMMONS}       {TeUgrapK  J>epmimmi).      1 1 12 


do  not  consider  the  establishment  of 
a  permanent  official  arrangement  for 
testing  lamps  to  be  necessary ;  but 
the  suggestion  is  one  which  will  hare 
my  consideration. 

LAND  LAW  (IRELAND)  ACT.  1881— 
THE  ROYAL  COMAIISSION— NAMES 
OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  ON  THE 
DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  RE- 
SOURCES OF  IRELAND. 

Mr.  T.  W.  EUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) : 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  he  is  now 
able  to  give  the  names  of  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
working  of  the  Irish  Land  Act  of  1881 
and  into  the  Development  of  the  Re- 
sources of  Ireland  ;  and,  if  not,  whe- 
ther he  will  be  able  to  do  so  before  the 
close  of  the  Session  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.) : 
I  am  not  yet  in  a  position  to  inform  the 
House  of  the  names  of  the  Royal  Com- 
missioners to  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  Development  of  the  Resources  of 
Ireland,  and  I  doubt  whether  I  shall  be 
able  to  so  before  the  close  of  the  Ses- 
sion— if  the  Session  closes  as  early  as 
we  anticipate.  I  can,  however,  state  to 
the  House  the  names  of  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
working  of  the  Land  Act,  1881.  Earl 
Cowper  will  be  Chairman,  and  associated 
with  him  will  be  the  Earl  of  Milltown, 
Sir  James  Caird,  Judge  Neligan,  and 
Mr.  Q-eorge  Fottrell. 

JAW    AND    POLICE-TREATMENT    OF 
JOHN  WILLIAMS  IN  HOLLOW  AY 

PRISON. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  Whether  he  is 
aware  that  John  Williams  is  treated 
as  a  convict  in  Holloway  Prison ;  and, 
whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  he  is 
imprisoned  for  creating  a  stoppage  in 
the  streets,  he  will  instruct  the  authori- 
ties of  the  prison  to  treat  him  as  a  first- 
class  misdemc  anant  ? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) ;  John 
Williams  is  not  treated  as  a  convict  in 
Holloway  Prison.  lie  is  treated  as  a 
prisoner  sentenced  to  simple  imprison- 
ment without  hard  labour.  The  Judge 
by   whom   ho  was   sentenced   had  the 

Ifr.  Mattlufws 


power  to  order  him  to  be  treated  as  a 
first-class  misdemeanant,  but  did  not  do 


so. 


CIVIL  SERVICE  WRITERS— STATE- 
MENT  UPON  THEIR  CASE. 

Mr.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Oreen, 
8.W.)  asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury, Whether  he  will  to-day  fulfil  the 
promise  given  by  him,  that — 

"  A  statement  upon  the  case  of  the  CiTil  Ser- 
vice writers  should  be  made  befors  the  doM  of 
the  present  Session  P  " 

TriE  SECRETARY  (Mr.  Jacksos) 
(Leeds,  N.) :  The  Committee  appointed 
to  consider  the  claims  of  the  Civil  Ser- 
vice copyists  have  held  a  full  meeting 
this  afternoon  to  consider  their  Report. 

SALMON    FISHERIES    (SCOTLAND)— 

RIGHTS   OF    FISHING   IN 

PERTHSHIRE. 

Mr.  E.  ROBERTSON  (Dundee)  asked 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  If  he  will 
state  the  terms  of  any  agpreement  made 
by  the  Commissionera  of  Woods  and 
Forests  with  Mr.  Oraham  Stirling,  of 
Strowan,  Perthshire,  and  with  the 
Trustees  of  the  estate  of  Dunira,  Perth- 
shire, respecting  the  right  of  salmon 
fishing  on  these  estates  respectiyelj ; 
whether  the  rights  or  opportunities  of 
salmon  fishing  previously  enjoyed  by 
the  public  have  been  prejudicially 
affected  by  such  agreements ;  and,  whe- 
ther, before  concluding  such  agreements, 
the  Commissioners  gaye  any  public  no- 
tice thereof  to  persons  Hying  on  or  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  these  estates  ? 

The  secretary  (Mr.  Jacksoit) 
(Ijccds,  N.) :  The  agreement  referred  to 
is  a  sale  of  the  salmon  fishings  in  the 
Rivers  Earn  and  Ruchill  tx  advtrM  of 
the  lands  of  the  proprietors  mentioned, 
the  price  paid  by  each  being  £100. 
There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
public  have  any  rights  of  salmon  fishing 
there.  No  public  or  other  notice  of  the 
sale  was  given,  as  it  was  made  to  the 
adjoining  proprietors,  and  that  is  the 
usual  course  of  procedure. 

POST   OFFICE   (TELEGRAPH   DEPART- 
MENT)—ANNUAL  HOLIDAY  TO 
TELEGRAPHISTS. 
Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.,  and  Sligo, 
,  S.)  asked  the  Postmaster  Qcneral,  Whe- 
!  ther  fully  u2)pointed  telegraphists  Mr- 
forming  night  duty  in  the  large  Enguch 
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and  Scotch  centres,  such  as  Edinburgliy 
Glasgow,  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Leeds, 
Newcastle,  Bristol,  Birmingham,  and 
Hull,  are  allowed  an  annual  holiday  of 
three  weeks ;  whether,  in  Belfast,  45 
fully  appointed  telegraphists,  perform- 
ing night  and  Sunday  duties,  are  al- 
lowed no  more  than  a  fortnight's  holi- 
day in  the  year ;  whether  telegraphists 
transferred  from  Glasgow  to  Belfast 
have  had  their  annual  holidays  reduced 
from  three  weeks  to  two ;  whether  the 
telegraphists  concerned  handed  to  the 
Postmaster  of  Belfast,  in  October  1884, 
a  Memorial  praying  for  equality  of 
holiday  privilege  with  English  and 
Sc9tch  telegraphists  performing  similar 
duties,  and  whether,  notwithstanding 
that  the  Memorialists  have  since,  on  10 
occasions,  petitioned  for  a  reply,  no  reply 
has  yet  been  given;  whether,  in  1885, 
the  Postmaster  refused,  and  whether  he 
still  refuses,  to  allow  the  clerks  to  ad- 
dress a  Memorial  to  the  Postmaster 
General ;  and,  whether  the  annual  holi- 
day will  be  extended  ? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (Sir  Henry  Holland) 
(Hampstead)  (who  replied)  said:  As  a 
general  rule,  where  the  conditions  of 
work  are  the  same  the  annual  leave  is 
the  same.  There  are  certain  differences 
in  the  work  in  Belfast  which  accounts 
for  the  shorter  leave  in  certain  cases. 
The  telegraphists  who  came  from  Glas- 
gow did  so  at  their  own  desire,  and,  of 
course,  came  under  the  Pules  and  Regu- 
lations of  Belfast.  I  am  further  in- 
f  )rmed  that  the  subject  has  been  re- 
peatedly under  the  consideration  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  and  numerous  re- 
plies have  been  given  to  applications 
from  Belfast  and  elsewhere.  I  may, 
however,  remind  the  hon.  Member  of 
the  answer  the  Postmaster  General  gave 
on  the  10th  instant — namely,  that  he 
was  considering  the  subject,  and  would, 
at  the  proper  time,  announce  his  deci- 
sion. 

IRELAXD— COLLAPSE  OF  THE  ALBERT 
BRIDGE,  BELFAST. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.,  and  Sligo, 
S.)  asked  thoChief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  any  lives 
have  been  lost  through  the  collapse  of 
the  Albert  Bridge,  Belfast,  on  Wednes- 
day evening  last ;  whether  the  bridge 
was  thronged  at  the  time  of  the  accident; 
whether  it  is  true,  as  reported,  that  a 


gradual  sinking  of  the  structure  had 
been  observed  for  the  past  two  or  three 
weeks ;  whether  the  Town  Council  is 
responsible  for  having  allowed  the  con- 
tinuance of  a  thoroughfare  across  the 
bridge  weeks  after  its  collapsing  condi- 
tion became  apparent;  and,  how  soon 
an  official  inquiry  will  be  held  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.) : 
So  far  as  is  known  one  life  was  lost 
through  this  accident.  Fortunately  it 
is  not  a  fact  that  the  bridge  was  thronged 
at  the  time.  It  is,  I  understand,  true 
that  a  gradual  sinking  had  previously 
been  observed ;  but  the  immediate  col- 
lapse of  the  bridge  was  not  appre- 
hended. I  am  advised  that  the  question 
of  responsibility  is  one  of  law,  which 
must  be  decided  in  a  Court  of  Justice,  if 
raised.  I  am  not  aware  that  there  is 
any  obligation  on  the  Government  to  in- 
stitute an  official  inquiry;  but  I  shall 
look  further  into  this  matter. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)— THE 
•    RIOTS  AT  BELFAST— GRAND  JURY 

OF  ANTRIM. 

Mb.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.,  and  Sligo, 
S.)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  his  at- 
tention has  been  called  to  the  Beport  of 
the    application  of    District    Inspector 
Stritch  to  the  County   Antrim   wand 
Jury  at  the  last  summer  assizes,  con- 
tained in  the  Belfast  papers  of  the  2drd 
July  last;  whether  it  is  the  fact  that, 
owing  to  an  omission  in  the  Belfast  Pri- 
vate Act  of  1866  (28  &  29  Vict  c.  183), 
transferring  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand 
Jury  of  the  county  Antrim  to  the  Bel- 
fast Town  Council,  the  power,  existing 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  rest  of  Ire- 
land (by  virtue  of  the  6  &  7  Will.  IV., 
0. 116,  8. 106),  of  granting  compensation 
in  the  case  of  witnesses  and  magistrates, 
or  other  peace  officers,  maimed  or  mur- 
dered on  account  of  their  efforts  to  bring 
disturbers  of  the  peace  to  justice,  does 
not  apply  to  the  borough  of  Belfast; 
whether  it  is  the  fact  that,  in  the  case 
of  such  occurrences  taking  place  in  Bel- 
fast, compensation  cannot  be  granted  at 
all,  or  can  only  be  granted  by  the  Grand 
Jury  of  the  county  Antrim,  who  wou-d 
have  no  power  either  to  levy  county  cess 
in  the  borough  or  to  compel  the  borough 
to  contribute ;  whether  it  is  true  that 
several  other  persons  (inoludine  the  re- 
presentative of   Head  Oonstable  Gar- 
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diner,  deceased,  who  was  shot  in  Belfast  any  statement  which  could  be  entertained 

during  the  riots)  are  in  the  same  posi-  by  any  Judicial  Court,  however  conBti- 

tion  as  District  Inspector  Stritch ;  and,  tuted.       In    accordance    with    Colonel 

whether  the  Government  propose  to  re-  Hope's  stipulation,  that  document  was 

medy  this  injustice?  returned  to  him  some  days  ago.      He 

The   ATTOENEY   GENERAL  for  is  perf ectiy  free  to  publish  it ;  and,  as  I 

lEELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni-  have  already  stated  in  this  House,  I 

versity)  (who  replied)  said :  My  atten-  think  he  is  bound  in  honour  to  do  bo. 
tion  has  only  been  called  to  the  applica-        Mr.  WADDY  :    Will  the  right  h<m. 

tion  of  District  Inspector  Stritch  by  the  Gentleman  answer  the  third  part  of  my 

Question  of  the  hon.  Member.     On  re-  Question?    Will   the  Government  lay 

ference  to  the  Belfast  Local  Act  of  1865  this  Correspondence  on  the  Table  ? 
I  find  that  there  appears  to  have  been       Mr.  W.  H.  SMITH :     The  Gk>vem- 

the  omission  mentioned  in  the  second  ment  will  not.    The  Correspondence  to 

paragraph  of  the  Question,  with  the  re-  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 

suit  stated  in  the  third  paragraph.     My  refers  was  preceded  by  a  statement  from 

attention  has  also  been  called  to  some  Colonel  Hope,  to  the  effect  that  these 

other  alleged  defects  in  the  Belfast  Local  Papers  should  be  left  in  my  hands  until 

Act    in    connection    with   the   riots   in  the  10  of  September  only.     The  Papers 

Belfast.      I    will    look    carefully    into  have  been  returned;   and  it  is,  there- 

the  matter  before  the  next  Session  of  fore,  not  in  my  power  to  lay  them  on 

Parliament,   with  the  view   of    seeing  the  Table, 
whether  some   amendment  of  the  law 

may  not  be  made.  PARLIAMENTARY   ELECTIONS  — 

POLLING  PLACES  IN  RURAL 


ARMY— CHARGES  AGAINST  THE  ORD- 
NANCE DEPARTMENT. 


DISTRICTS. 


Mr.  WADDY  (Lincolnshire,  Brigg)  ^^^^' I^^?^ S^"^^^^^^ 

aslcod  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  *®^®^    *^®   Secretary   of  State  for   the 

wu  V     -f^    r    ^*w    ^-  f-       '\a  Home  Department,  Whether  his  atten- 

Whether  it  is  true  that  a  distinguished  .-  ^  i,«„  x^^    j  a    xt.    r   t^Tl  v^ 

officer  in  Her  Majesty's  Service,  Colonel  J'""  ^^tf""  ^'^\l  *°  *^«  ^'"'\  «»*.  ^ 

Hope,  has  written  to  him  letters  con-  f^  'Y'i  districts,  the  poUmg  plaoes  an 

taining  charges   of  fraud,   conspiracy,  ^'^^^^^^J  arranged  in  such  a  way  that 

and  other  misconduct  against  certain  "^^""^  ,T!^«"  *»^  *^«  poorer  clawee  a» 

officers  and  other  persons  in  a  fiduciary  oo^apelled  to  walk  eeyeral  miles  tojote; 

position  with  respect  to  Her  Majesty's  whether  the  loss  of  time  thus  caused  ha. 

Lmy;    whether  such  communications  not,  m  fact,  Iwgely  prevented  the  exer- 

were  in  the  first  instance  confidential,  T    -n    *t     ^"-anc^ise;    and.   whether 

and  whether  Colonel    Hope  has  now  ^^.^f  **^«  "**?»  ***  ^'^"^^  *^"  *^*^- 
withdrawn  any  objection  to  their  publi-       ^P      gECRETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr. 

cation:  and,  whether  the  Government  •.,.„      ".s    ,-d-^    r.  rat     ^wf 

will  niw  lay  this  Correspondence  upon  MattP^s)    (Birmingham,    K) :     Mj 

the  Table  of  the  Housef  and  cause  it  attention  has  not  been  called  tothi. 

to  be  circulated  to  the  Members;    or  matter  otherwise  than  by  the  Quertwa 

whether  they  will  adopt  any  other  and  °'  ^^  ^°°-  »"'*  ^t*"^  ^T^SJl*-?' 

what  course  to  allay  the  general  anxiety  "^"^f  °*"  ^PP^f  ^r^"""  '^  ^^I-S^^ 

of  the  House  an/ the  puWio  on  this  on  the  subject.    The  polling  distnetom 

Bubioct?  counties    are    fixed    by    the   Court  of 

_J  __  Quarter  Sessions,  and  they  are  the  au- 
thority to  whom  any  complaint  should 
be  addressed.  I  have  no  power  to  inters 
fere. 


The  SECRETAEY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  (Strand,  Westminster) : 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  cannot 
have  been  in  the  House  recently,  or  he 
would  be  aware  that  I  have  answered 
Questions  couched  in  almost  identical 
terms  with  his  Question  four  or  five  times 
already.  The  communication  which  was 
received  from  Colonel  Hope  was  care- 
fully considered  by  the  Law  Officers  of 
the  Crown  and  myself;  and  in  their 
judgment  and  mine  it  does  not  contain 

Mr.  Sexton 


POST    OFFICE    (IRELAND)— ACCOMMO- 
DATION AT  GRANGEGEITH. 

Mb.  O'HANLON  (Cavan,  K)  asked 
the  Postmaster  General,  Whether,  einoe 
the  appointment  of  a  letter-carrier  be- 
tween Grangegeith  and  Slane,  each 
week  has  doubled  the  former  in  paperii 
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letters,  ftc.  ;  and,  having  regard  to  the 
fact,  will  he  now  nppoint  an  office  at 
Grangei^eith,  the  letters  being  wwUy 
ovet  137  ? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  of  thf 
COUNCIL  (Sir  Henry  Holland' 
(Hampstead)  {who  replied)  said:  Th€> 
Postmaster  General  is  waiting  for  a  fur- 
ther and  fuller  Boport  in  reference  to 
this  subject.  When  it  arriveB  he  will 
give  it  careful  consideration  and  de' 
cide. 

ROYAL    IRISH    CONSTABULARY— COL. 

LECTION  OF  SEED  RATE. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Done. 
gnl,  E.)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whe- 
ther some  30  men  of  the  Rathmidlen 
Constabulary,  in  county  Donegal,  were 
employed  on  the  8th,  Oth,  1  Ith,  and 
12th  January  in  collecting  seed  rate; 
and,  whether  the  altowunceB  to  which 
they  are  entitled  under  the  Regulations 
of  the  Force  in  connection  with  this  ser- 
vice have  yet  been  paid  ;  and,  if  not, 
could  he  state  on  what  grounds? 

The  chief  8ECEETAEY  (Sir 
McinAEL  HrCKs- Beach)  (Bristol,  W.): 
I  have  no  Report  on  the  subject,  and  I 
shall  be  obliged  rf  the  bon.  Member 
will  postpone  the  Question  until  Thurs- 
day. 

RUSSIA— EXPORTATION  OF  SUGAR- 
CONTINUANCE  OF  BOUNTIES. 

Colonel  HILL  (Bristol,  S.)  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  Whether  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment have  received  any  information 
as  to  the  reported  continuance  for  an- 
other year  of  tho  large  bounties  given 
by  the  Russian  Qovernment  on  the  ex- 
port of  sugar;  and,  whether,  consider- 
ing the  injury  which  the  bounty  system 
causes  to  Britieh  home  and  colonial  in- 
dustries, Her  Majesty's  Government  will 
use  thoir  beat  endeavours  to  obtain  the 
assembling  of  an  International  Confer- 
ence for  the  general  abolition  of  bounties 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  Fbhccsson)  (Man- 
chester, N.E) :  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  received  no  information  of 
tho  nature  indicated  in  tho  first  para- 
graph of  the  Question.  The  question 
as  to  the  assembling  of  an  International 
Conference  is  under  tho  consideration  oi 
Her  Majesty's  Government. 
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ARMY  (DISCIPLINEJ-COnRT  MARTIAL 
AT  CHATHAM. 

CoLONSL  HUGHE8-HALLETT 
(Rochester)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  Whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  statements  that  have 
appeared  in  the  public  Press,  referring 
to  a.  general  court-martial  lately  held 
at  Chatham  on  an  officer  ot  the  2nd 
Battalion  Royal  West  Kent  Regiment; 
whether  the  conduct  of  the  Com- 
manding Officer  and  the  Adjutant  of 
that  Regiment,  in  oonneotion  with  the 
case  tried,  is  in  any  way  deserving  of 
cenaure ;  and,  whether  it  is  true,  as 
stated  in  the  papers,  that  the  condition 
of  this  Battalion  is  eminently  unsatis- 
factory ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Surrn)  (Strand,  Westminster): 
My  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
statements  referred  to.  I  do  not  con- 
sider, in  connection  with  this  case,  that 
the  conduct  of  either  the  Commanding 
Officer  or  the  Adjutant  is  deserving  of 
censure,  nor  is  the  battalion  in  an  un- 
satisfactory condition. 

LABOURERS  (IRELAND)  ACT-  THE 
FERMOY  UNION  SCHEME— INQUIRY 
UNDER  THE  ACT. 

Me.  hooper  (Cork,  8.E.)  (for 
Mr.  Lbamy)  (Cork  Co.,  N.E.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  The  cause  of  the  del^  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  to  hold  the 
"  local  inquiry  "  into  the  Petition  of  the 
Guardians  of  the  Fermoy  Union  for  tha 
confirmation  of  an  improvement  scheme 
for  the  erection  of  222  labourers'  oot- 
tages,  whioh  was  lodged  on  the  16th  of 
August  last ;  and,  whether,  bearing  in 
mind  that  the  Winter  is  fast  setting  in, 
and  the  building  of  the  cottages  must 
necessarily  be  put  off  to  Spring  if  tlifl 
inquiry  be  not  forthwith  held,  he  will 
direct  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
hold  it  at  once  7 

Thb  CHIEF  SECRETARY  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.) : 
The  Local  Government  Board  have  had 
before  them  the  resolation  of  the  Guar- 
dians of  the  Fermoy  Union  on  the  sub- 
ject of  this  question ;  and  they  have 
been  informed  that  Petitions  have  been 
received  from  three  other  Unions  in  the 
same  district,  and  that  inquiries  into 
those  cases  moat,  in  the  regular  and 
ordinary   eonzM,   take    precedence   of 


1119 


Zand  Lmo — 


{COMMONS  J 


Tramfvr  of  LtmiL 


1130 


Fermoy;  but  that  as  soon  as  the  In- 
spector was  at  liberty  no  delay  whatever 
would  take  place  in  holding  the  Fermoy 
inquiry. 

CRIME    AND     OUTRAGE    (IRELAND)— 
THE  RIOTS  IN  BELFAST— ATTACK 
ON    THE    DAVIS    STREET    POLICE 
BARRACKS. 
Mr.  EWAET  (Belfast,  N.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Tjord  Lieutenant 
of   Ireland,  Whether  he  has   seen  the 
report  in  The  Times  of  the  20th  instant, 
of  an  attack,  resulting  in  the  loss  of 
some  lives,  on  the  Davis  Street  Police 
Barracks,  Belfast,  said  to  be  for  the  pur- 
pose of  rescuing  a  prisoner  ;    and,  whe- 
ther he  can  give  the  House  any  further 
information  on  the  subject  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECEETARY  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.): 
I  may  state  to  the  House  the  report 
which  I  have  received  of  these  occur- 
rences. At  7  o'clock  in  the  evening  a 
most  determined  attack  was  made  by 
some  roughs  to  rescue  a  prisoner  from 
the  police  station  in  Davis  Street.  A 
mob  soon  collected ;  several  of  them 
broke  open  the  barrack  door  during  a 
violent  attack  which  was  being  made 
upon  the  house  and  demanded  the  pri- 
soner. The  window  shutters  outside 
were  torn  down  and  the  glass  smashed, 
stones  and  bricks  in  large  numbers  were 
hurled  into  the  rooms,  and  attempts 
were  made  to  seize  the  police  rifles 
through  the  broken  windows.  The  lives 
of  the  police  were  at  the  time  in  immi- 
nent danger,  and  they  fired  from  inside 
at  the  attacking  party.  One  man  was 
shot  while  trying  to  enter  the  hall,  and 
lie  died  shortly  afterwards  in  the  hos- 
pital. A  woman  was  wounded  who  has 
since  died.  The  police  fired  some  shots 
from  the  barrack  at  the  persons  who  were 
forcing  themselves  in,  and  some  of  these 
shots  wounded  some  of  the  mob  who 
were  outside  in  the  street. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.,  and 
Sligo,  S.) :  I  wish  to  know  if  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  is  aware  of  the  renewal  of 
the  disturbances  last  night,  and  that  the 
last  outbreak  was  due  to  an  attack  made 
by  a  mob  on  an  ofTicer  of  the  Society  for 
the  Registration  of  Nationalist  Voters ; 
and,  also,  if  he  is  aware  of  a  processi^m  of 
the  Mayor's  workmen  pa«*sing  through 
the  streets,  the  worknion  usin;;  in.sultin<; 
expressions  as  they  passed  along ;  and, 
whether  steps  will  now  be  taken  to  pre- 

8ir  Michael  Hicks-Beach 


vent  the  passing  of  the  Mayor'a  workmm 
in  procession  through  the  streets  ? 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICK8-BBA0H; 
No,  Sir.  The  information  I  have  re- 
ceived about  last  night's  disturbance! 
does  not  tally  with  what  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber has  stated.  I  will  state  what  I  hare 
heard.  The  report  is  that  eight  or  10 
shots  were  fired  at  the  police  in  Hill 
Street  at  9.45  p.m.  The  5th  Dragoon 
G-uards  were  stoned  in  the  Brickfields 
about  7  o'clock.  One  man  was  injured 
by  a  blow  from  a  stone.  A  house  waa 
attacked  in  Wilson  Street,  and  a  pawn 
office  broken  into  in  the  same  looality, 
about  1 1  o'clock.  Both  houses  belong^ 
to  Protestants.  Twelve  persons  were 
arrested  for  rioting.  The  Black  Watbh 
were  stoned  in  North  Street  about 
6.30  P.M.,  and  after  that  time  all  waa 
quiet. 

Mr.  sexton  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  intend  to  take  any  steps  to  pre- 
vent processions  of  large  bodies  of  work- 
men from  the  Queen's  Island  pasaing 
through  the  streets  ? 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH: 
These  processions  have,  so  far  as  I  un- 
derstand, ceased  for  some  time  past.  I 
am  not  aware  that  they  have  been  re- 
newed. But  if  any  steps  appear  to  be 
necessary  to  be  taken  with  regard  to 
them,  of  course  I  shall  give  directiona 
in  the  matter. 

LAND    LAW -TRANSFER    OP    LAND- 
LEGISLATION. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVBE  (Bradford, 
Central)  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  Whether,  in  the  proposal 
of  the  Government  announced  yeater- 
day,  to  deal  with  the  subject  of  tranafer 
of  land  next  year,  it  is  intended  to 
include  the  subjects  of  the  assimilation 
of  the  law  of  inheritance  of  land  to  that 
of  personal  property,  and  the  prohibit 
tion  or  limitation  of  entails  ?  

The  chancellor  ofthr  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Eancolph  Churchill) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  I  stated  yesterdajt 
on  the  authority  of  the  Lord  Chancellory 
that  it  was  his  intention  in  the  next 
Session  of  Parliament  to  introduce  a 
Bill  dealin^^  with  the  transfer  of  land  ; 
and  I  f)wn  I  am  surprised  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  with  his  experience 
should  oxpoct  mo,  of  all  people  in  the 
world,  to  state  to  him  four  montha  be* 
fore  the  introduction  of  the  meaaure 
details  of  a  very  complicated  aubjeol^ 
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whicli  can  only  be  dealt  with  by  a  very 
learned  Law  Orticep. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE:  In  conae- 
quence  of  the  answer  of  the  noble  Lord 
I  beg  to  give  Notice  that  on  the  Appro- 
priation Hill  I  shall  call  attention  again 
to  the  subject,  when  I  hope  the  noble 
Lord  will  be  able  to  give  me  a  somewhat 
more  courteous  answer. 

ARMY    (AUXILIARY    FORCES)  —  THE 

MILITIA-EXAMINATION  FOR 

LIEUTENANTS. 

Mr.  AGG-GARDNER  (Cheltenham) 
a«*ked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
Whether,  as  after  the  last  examination 
for  Lieutenants  of  Militia,  held  in  March, 
only  51  Commissions  were  allotted  out 
of  75,  he  will  add  the  balance  of  24  Cora- 
missions  to  the  number  to  be  competed 
for  at  the  ensuing  examination  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smitu)  (Strand,  Westminster)  : 
At  the  examination  held  in  March  only 
51  commissions  were  alloted  out  of  75, 
because  only  51  ofEcers  qualified  in  the 
examination,  and  the  balance  of  24  was 
absorbed  principally  by  giving  extra 
commissions  in  the  Line  to  meritorious 
non  -  commissioned  officers.  I  cannot 
undertake  to  give  more  than  the  usual 
number  of  commissions  to  the  Militia  in 
the  preliminary  examination  ;  but  I  fear, 
judging  from  past  experience,  that  not 
more  than  that  number  of  Militia  officers 
will  qualify  at  the  examination. 

WARLIKE   STORES  AND   EQUIPMENTS 
(ROYAL  COMMISSION) —  ORD- 
NANCE STORE  DEPART- 
MENT. 

Mr.  DE  lisle  (Leicestershire,  Mid) 
asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
AVhether  the  Commission  to  inquire 
into  the  complaints  made  during  the 
last  five  years  by  General  Lord  Wolseley 
and  other  Commanding  Officers  will  be 
empowered  to  inquire  into  the  whole 
organization  and  management  of  the 
Ordnance  Store  Department — that  is,  of 
the  Department  of  the  Director  of  Artil- 
lery and  Stores  at  the  War  Office? 

The  SEOEETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
W.  II.  Smiih)  (Strand,  Westminster): 
I  assume  that  the  hon.  Member  means 
only  the  Department  of  the  Director  of 
Artillery  and  Stores  at  the  War  Otfice. 
It  is  not  proposed  to  refer  that  subject 
to  the  Eoyal  Commission,  except  in  so 
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far  as  questions  affecting  it  may  in- 
cidentally arise  in  the  course  of  the  in- 
quiry to  which  the  Boyal  Commission  is 
more  particularly  directed. 

SOUTH  PACIFIC— DEPORTATION  OP 

FRENCH  CONVICTS  TO  NEW 

CALEDONIA. 

Mr.  HOWAHD  VINCENT  (Shef- 
field, Central)  asked  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  If  the  attention 
of  the  French  Government  has  been 
again  drawn  to  the  injury  inflii-ted  upon 
the  territories  of  the  South  Pacific  by  the 
wholesale  deportation,  under  a  loose 
system  of  discipline,  of  the  most  de- 
praved criminals  to  New  Caledonia ;  as 
also  to  the  increasing  irritation  upon 
the  subject  among  the  Australasian 
peoples ;  and,  what  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  negotiations  with  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  Bepublic  for  the  sus- 
pension of  this  system  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
E.  Stanhope)  (Lincolnshire,  Horncastle): 
The  French  Go7emment  formally  offered 
some  time  ago  to  discontinue  transpor- 
tation of  criminals  to  the  Pacific  if  al- 
lowed to  assume  the  sovereignty  of  the 
New  Hebrides.  The  Australian  Colonies 
having  altogether  refused  to  entertain 
this  proposal,  there  are  no  negotiations 
at  present  on  foot.  But  Her  Majesty's 
Government  liave  not  ceased  to  urge 
upon  the  French  Government  the  dis- 
continuance of  a  system  which  has  in- 
flicted great  evils  on  the  Colonies. 

HIGH  COURT  OF   JUSTICE— PROBATE, 

DIVORCE,  AND  ADMIRALTY 

DIVISIONS. 

Lord  CLAUD  HAMILTON  (Liver- 
pool,  West  Derby)  asked  Mr.  Attorney 
General,  Whether  Her  Majesty's  Judges, 
in  addition  to  considering  the  question 
of  the  present  system  of  holding  Assizes, 
are  also  considering  the  expediency  of 
altering  the  Hules  and  Orders,  so  as  to 
allow  suitors  in  the  Probate  and  Divorce 
Divisions  to  institute  interlocutory  pro- 
ceedings in  the  District  Begistry  ;  and, 
whether  the  sittings  for  the  trial  of  Pro- 
bate and  Divorce  and  Admiralty  actions, 
by  one  of  the  Judges  of  that  Division, 
can  be  periodically  held  in  some  of  the 
large  centres  in  the  Provinces? 

Thb  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
RiCHABD  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight): 
It  has  not,  of  course,  been  possible  for 
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me  to  oommtmic&te  with  Her  MajeBty'e 
Judges  since  tlie  Queation  of  the  noble 
Lord  was  placed  oa  tlie  Paper.  I  may 
say,  however,  that  the  whole  quest) 
local  centres,  including  interlocutory 
proceedings,  has  been  brought  before, 
and  ia  engaging  the  attention  of,  th^ 
Judges.  There  are  difficulties  in  the 
way  oj  allowing  interlocutory  proceed' 
ingB  in  Probate  and  Divorce  actions  to 
be  taken  in  District  Ilegiatries  owing  to 
the  special  character  of  the  practice.  X 
cannot  hold  out  any  prospect  of  local 
sittings  of  the  Judges  of  the  Probate, 
Divorce,  and  Admiralty  Division. 

POST   OFFICE    (IRELANDj-THE    SUB- 

POSTMASTER  OF  STRADBALLT, 

CO.  WATERFOHD. 

Mb.  p.  J.  POWER  (Waterford,  E.) 
asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
Whether  the  !Lorde  of  the  Treasury  in- 
tend complying  with  the  Memorial  for- 
warded to  them  by  the  people  of  Strad- 
bally  and  district,  county  Waterford, 
requesting  the  appointment  of  Miss 
Finn  to  Ae  position  of  PostmistresB  in 
that  TiUage  ? 

8iB  HERBERT  MAXWELL  (A  Lord 
of  the  Tbeabitrt)  (Wigton)  (who  re- 
plied) said:  The  vacancy  in  the  Post 
Offics  at  Stradbally  was  filled  up  on  the 
8th  of  September,  before  the  Memorial 
Teaohed  the  Treasury. 

METROPOLIS-THE  CITY  OF  LONDON 
UVEEY  COMPANIES-LEOISLATION. 
Mb.  PIOKERSGILL  (Bethnal Green, 
S.W.)  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, Whether  the  attention  of  the 
Government  baa  been  given  to  theReport 
of  the  CommLBBion  on  the  City  Livery 
Companies;  and,  whether  the  Oovem- 
ment  will  propose  Ijegislation  next 
Session  on  the  linos  of  tbe  Report,  or, 
in  the  alternative,  will  give  faciliticB  to 
a  few  onvate  Membera  who  might  be 
disposed  to  assist  the  Government  by 
themselves  preparing  and  introducing  a 
Bill  based  on  the  recommendation  a  of 
the  Commission  ? 

Tue  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER {I,ord  Randolph  Cdubchill) 
(Paddington,  8.) :  I  should  not  feel 
justified  in  aeying  that  the  attention  of 
the  Government  has  hitherto  been  very  I  mentwill  actii 


graph  of  the  QuoBdos,  I  think  it  will  be 
the  opinion  of  the  House  and  of  &» 
public  generally  that  the  liabilities  whidi 
the  Ghivernment  have  already  inoozred 
with  regard  to  legislation  are  suffidentlT 
heavy,  and  that  we  would  not  bdjnatiflaa 
giving  a  direct  promiBe  on  this  sab- 


With  regard  to  the  Gorenunent 
_  "  facilities  to  a  few  priTate  Mem- 
bers who  might  be  disposed  to  aenat 
tbe  Government "  next  Bes*ion  with 
regard  to  this  subject,  I  am  glad  to 
think  that  we  may  count  on  the  hoa. 
Member  as  one  of  those  disposed  to 
assist  us;  but  I  do  not  know  that  I 
should  be  justified  in  speculating  with 
any  precision  on  the  course  of  Fablio 
BuBiness  next  Session. 

SOUTH-EABTEElir  EUEOPE— AFFAIBS 
OF  BULGARIA— ACTION  OF  THB 

GOVERNMENT. 
Mb.  CREMER  (Shoreditch,  Homt^ 
ston)  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, Whether,  considering  the  diffl- 
culties  which  have  arisen  in  Bulgaria, 
and  the  possibility  of  greater  compljoo- 
tions  arising  therefrom  in  the  Turkish 
Empire  during  the  forthcoming  BeceMj 
the  Government  will  refrain  from  taking 
any  steps  involving  this  Country  in 
further  obligations  or  responstbilitisa 
until  the  consent  of  Parliament  haa  been 
obtained  ;  and,  whether,  in  the  event  of 
difficulties  arising,  the  Oorem- 
ment  will  advise  Her  Majesty  to  forth- 
with convene  a  meeting  of  Parliament  f 
The  CHANCELLOEof  thx  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Eandoi-ph  CamoHnj,) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  I  have  examined  the 
Question  of  the  hon.  Member,  and  I 
suppose  I  may  say  without  oontrodiotioB 
that  the  Question  as  it  atonds  on  the 
Paper  indicates  that  the  hon.  Member 
has  no  confidence  in  Her  Majes^'s  pie- 
aent  Government.  He  will  also  obaerre 
that  if  I  were  to  answer  the  Qneetion  in 
the  sense  which  would  be  agreeable  to 
Id  indicate  that  I  had  no  eoa- 
Sdence  in  Her  Majesty's  present  Qortra- 
ment.  Therefore,  I  fear  my  answer  will 
be  altogether  unsatisfactoiy  to  him.  All 
s  this — that  in  the  event  d 
difiicultiee  arising  which  the 
hon.  Member  appears  to  anticipate,  bat 
which  I  do  not  anticipate,  the  Goveni- 


md  will,  a 


a  Constitutional  n 

duty,  and  knowing 


closely  given  to  the  Report  of  the  Com- 

miseion  on  the  City  Livery  Companies.  , ^ _,    „ . 

In  reply,  however,  to  the  seoond  para-  i  such  advice  to  the  Crown  as,  in 
Sir  Rtehard  WtbtUr 
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opinion,  may  be  best  calculated  to  pro- 
tect the  intereatB  of  the  Empire. 

Mb.  CREMEE:  In  oonBequencB  of 
the  UQ satisfactory  annwer  of  the  noble 
Lord  I  befc  to  give  Notice  that  1  will 
bring  on  the  question  on  the  Appro- 
priation Bill. 

OWNERS  AND  OCCnPIERS  OF  LAND- 
INCIDENCE  OF  TITHES— LEGISLA- 
TION. 

Mb.  SWETENHAM  (Carnar»on,  &c.) 
asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
Whether,  when  the  QoTernment  are  con- 
sidering the  present  Law  with  respect 
to  the  incidence  of  tithes,  with  a  view 
to  removing  the  liability  from  the  occu- 
pier to  the  owner,  they  will  at  the  same 
time  inquire  into  the  inequality  of  tithe 
in  Wales  on  farms  o(  similar  character, 
and  their  inequality  as  compared  with 
rent,  with  tithe  generally  in  England, 
with  the  view  of  remedying  the  unfair- 
ness now  being  complained  of  in  Wales  ; 
and,  whether  they  will  consider  any 
reasonable  proposition  for  the  ultimate 
abolition  of  tithes  by  encouraging  their 
redemption  by  the  landlord  ? 

Mr.  J.  G.  HUBBARD  (London) 
a^ked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Eschequer, 
whether  it  is  not  the  fact  that  both  land 
tax  and  tithe  were  claims  upon  land 
tL'rior  to  rent ;  and  that,  although  for 
convenience  paid  through  the  occupier, 
tbey  were  neither  of  them  a  burden  on  | 
the  occupier- tenant,  inasmuch  as  their 
incidence  involved  an  equivalent  dimi- 
nution of  his  rent? 

The  chancellor  of  tiib  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolph  Cuorchill) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  In  reply  to  the  Ques- 
tion of  my  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  J.  G. 
Hubbard).  I  think  the  House  will  be  of 
opinion  that  on  the  question  of  fact  in 
regard  to  tithes  lie  is  a  greater  authority 
tlian  I  am.  I  hope,  therefore,  he  will 
excuse  me  if  I  do  not  enter  into  a  eon- 
test  with  him.  With  regard  to  the 
Question  on  the  Paper,  the  consideration 
of  the  Government  will  naturally  be 
directed  to  all  the  questions  of  con- 
troversy that  Jiave  arisen  with  respect 
to  the  incidence  of  tithe. 

THE  "  ItOAltn  OF  TRADE  JOURNAL"  - 
CIEiCULAR   OF  THE  BOARD  TO 
CHAMBEliS  OF   COMMERCE. 
Mh.  MUNDELLA  (Shefheld,  Bright- 
side)  asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Board 


21,  1866}        PiMeafu  {[riJanf).    1126 

of  Trade,  Whether  he  will  lay  upon  the 
Table  a  Copy  of  the  Replies  to  the  Cir- 
cular issued  by  the  late  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  the  Ohamber"  of 
Commerce  on  the  subject  of  'fh§  ttuari 
of  Tradt  Journal ;  also,  why  TAt  Board 
of  Tradt  Journal  has  been  issued  in  such 
an  inconvenient  form,  and  at  so  high 
a  price,  and  why  it  is  limited  to  48  pages 
of  matter ;  whether  the  Board  of  Trade 
will  reconsider  the  form  and  price  of 
the  Journal,  and  enlarge  it  to  a  sue  ade- 
quate to  the  valuable  matter  at  their 
command ;  and,  whether  they  will  con- 
sider the  desirability  of  placing  them- 
aelves  in  relation  with  the  Education 
and  Postal  Departments,  so  that  all 
important  postal  notices  and  all  import- 
ant facts  relating  to  technical  and  com- 
mercial education  at  home  and  abroad 
may  appear  in  the  Journal  f 

The  secretary  (Baron  Hmtbt 
De  Wobms)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth)  : 
Perhaps  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
allow  me  to  answer  both  his  Questions 
together.  There  is  no  objection  to  lay- 
ing upon  the  Table  the  replies  to  the 
Circular  above-named  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  will  move  for  them.  No  re- 
presentations have  been  made  as  to  the 
present  form  of  the  Journal  being  in- 
venient,  although  it  was  submitted  in 
this  shape  to  the  Chambers  of  Com- 
merce. Proposals  are  already  under 
consideration  for  its  increase.  The  price 
was  fixed  partly  with  that  yiew.  The 
Board  of  Trade  have  already  been  In 
communication  with  the  Postal  and  some 
other  Departments  of  the  Qovemment, 
and  will  consider  the  suggestion  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  with  reference  to 
the  Education  Department. 

LICENSED  PUBLICANS  (IRELAND)— 
SUPPLIES,  4c.  TO  THE 
CONSTABULARY. 
Mr.  FINUCANB  (Limerick,  E.)asked 
Mr.  Attorney  GeneraJ  for  Ireland,  Whe- 
ther licensed  publicans  in  Ireland  are 
bound,  under  forfeiture  of  their  licences, 
to  supply  to  members  of  the  Constabu- 
lary, or  to  any  others,  first,  any  drinks 
for  the  sale  of  which  they  hold  Ucanoes ; 
second,  cars   and   horses  (if  they  have 
such);   third,  stabling  accommodation, 
Ac;  and,  whether   many  publicans  in 
Ireland  are  now  being  threatened  with 
opposition  to  the  renewal  of  their  licences 
by  tie  Constabulary,  for  refusal  to  sup- 
ply the  above  ? 
2  0  2 
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The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity): A  publican  must  obtain  each 
year  at  the  Licensing  Sessions  a  certifi- 
cate of  good  character,  and  that  his 
place  of  business  has  been  conducted  in 
a  peaceable  and  orderly  manner  during 
the  preceding  year.  The  fact  that  a 
publican  has  declined  to  supply  the 
Constabulary  in  the  manner  mentioned 
in  the  Question  may  be  grounds  for  re- 
fusing this  certificate ;  but  whether  it  is 
or  not  depends  on  the  circumstances  of 
each  case.  Notice  of  opposition  to  the 
renewal  of  their  licences  has  been  served 
on  several  publicans  in  Ireland  for  the 
reasons  mentioned  in  the  Question. 

INDIA  (MADRAS  PRES1DENCY)-AL. 
LOWANCES  TO  THE  GOVERNOR. 

Mr.  SHEEHAN  (Kerry,  E.)  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India, 
Whether  the  present  Governor  of  Ma- 
dras has  drawn  the  same  amount  of 
sumptuary  contract  and  other  personal 
allowances  as  former  G-overnors;  and 
what  are  the  amounts  of  these  different 
allowances,  exclusive  of  salary  ? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  John  Gorst)  (Chatham) : 
The  only  personal  allowance  of  the  Go- 
vernor of  Madras  is  the  contract  allow- 
ance of  Rs.  90,000  per  annum.  During 
the  term  of  office  of  the  present  Gover- 
nor this  amount  has  not  been  exceeded. 

PISHING  BOATS  ACT,  1883  (AMEND- 
MENT) BILL. 

Mr.  HENEAGE  (Great  Grimsby): 
asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  Whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  re-introduce  next  Ses- 
sion the  Bill  to  amend  and  extend  the 
powers  given  by  the  Fishing  Boats  Act, 
1883,  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  for  the  settlement  of  disputes 
between  masters,  skippers,  and  seamen, 
for  the  better  preservation  of  life  in 
boxing  and  ferrying  at  sea,  and  for 
other  purposes ;  and,  if  so,  whether  the 
Bill  will  be  introduced  in  the  same 
shape  as  it  passed  the  House  last  Ses- 
sion ? 

The  SECRETARY  (Baron  Henby 
De  Worms)  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) : 
The  Board  of  Trade  hope  to  re-introduce 
the  Bill  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member 
next  Session .  The  Bill  will  probably  be  in 
the  same  shape  as  that  which  passed  the 


House  last  Session ;  but  I  oannot  giTe  a 
positive  pledge  to  that  effect. 

FISHERIES  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES)— 

EAST  COAST-ENCROACHMENT  OP 

BELGIAN  TRAWLERS. 

Sib  SAVILE  OROSSLEY  (Suffolk, 
Lowestoft)  asked  the  First  Loxd  of  the 
Admiralty,  Whether  he  is  aware  that 
damage  to  the  amount  of  £800  has  been 
inflicted  on  the  Lowestoft  fleet  of  drift 
fishing  boats  by  Belgian  trawlers  daring 
the  last  week;  and,  whether  he  wiU 
order  a  cruiser  to  be  sent  without  delaj 
to  protect  that  fleet  against  fiirther 
damage  ? 

The  first  LORD  (Lord  Gboboi 
Hamilton)  (Middlesex,  Ealing):  No 
information  of  the  character  which  the 
hon.  Baronet  refers  to  has  been  received 
by  the  Admiralty;  but  in  past  yean 
there  have  been  complaints  that  British 
fishermen  have  been  subject  to  molesta- 
tion  from  foreign  fishermen ;  and,  with 
the  view  of  giving  more  effective  Pro- 
tection to  the  fishermen  on  the  East 
Coast,  a  cruiser  has  been  set  apart  to 
take  on  board  fishermen  pilots.  I  will, 
however,  direct  inquiries  to  be  made. 

MOTIONS. 

0 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (WEDNES- 
DAY SITTINGS). 

Ordered,  That  the  Standing  Orden  of  ths 
House  relating  to  Wednesday  SitUngt  he  sus- 
pended To-morrow.  —  (Mr,  ChaneeHmr  of  th$ 
Exeheqtter.) 

ORDERS  OF  THE  DAY. 

Ordered,  That  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  re- 
suming the  Adjourned  Debate  on  the  Seocmd 
Reading  of  the  Tenants*  Relief  (Ireland)  Bill 
have  precedence  next  after  the  Consolidaled 
Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill. — {Mr.  ChmmctiUr  %f 
the  Exchequer,) 

ORDERS   OF  THE  DAT. 

CONSOLIDATED  FUND  (APPROPBIA- 
TION)  BILL. 

(Mr.  Courtney,  Mr,  Chancellor  of  (A#  Bxehogmtf 

Mr.  Jaekton.) 

COMMITTEE. 

Order  for  Committee  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  propoMd, 
''  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leaT«  the 
Chair." 
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tieman  must  see  that  the  inquiry  is  al- 
together premature ;  and  I  will  frankly 
confess  that  I  am  myself  perfectly  in- 
competent to  deal  with  the  question 
the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Egerton  Hub- 
bard) raises.  I  have  little  or  no 
knowledge  of  the  difficult  questions  in- 
volved, and  I  do  not  take  upon  myself 
— I  would  not  be  presumptuous  enough 
— to  attempt  to  give  any  expression  of 
opinion  which  might  lead  or  mislead  the 
House  on  the  subject.  I  cannot  answer 
the  Question  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. I  do  not  think  it  is  a  Question 
which,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  he 
can  expect  the  Government  to  answer. 
The  measure  to  be  introduced  next  Ses- 
sion will,  on  its  introduction,  either 
satisfy  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  or  it 
will  not ;  if  it  does  not,  then  it  will  be 
open  to  him  to  object  to  it  in  toiOf  or  else 
to  endeavour  to  enlarge  it  or  amend  it. 


LAND  LAW— TRANSFER  OF  LAND— 
LEGISLATIOIS. 

QUESTION.      OBSERVATIONS. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVEE  (Bradford, 
Central)  said,  he  was  constrained  to 
repeat  the  Question  regarding  Land 
Law  Eeform  put  to  the  noble  Lord  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  earlier  in 
the  Sitting.  He  trusted  the  noble  Lord 
would  pardon  him  if  he  said  that  the 
answer  which  was  returned  to  his  Ques- 
tion was  not  calculated  to  facilitate  the 
progress  of  Business.  [**  Oh,  oh  !  "] 
All  he  wished  to  know  was,  whether  or 
not  the  Government  had  made  up  their 
minds  as  to  the  course  they  would  take 
on  the  subject  ?  If  the  noble  Lord  said 
they  had  not,  he  would  be  quite  content 
with  that  answer.  He  had  put  the  Ques- 
tion to  the  noble  Lord  with  a  sincere 
desire  to  learn  what  the  intention  of  the 
Government  was  in  connection  with  this 
important  matter ;  and  he  might  add 
that  the  subjects  referred  to  in  it  were 
totally  distinct  from  what  was  ordinarily 
meant  by  the  term  of  land  transfer.  It 
was  a  subject  in  which  he  felt  a  great 
interest,  and  one  in  regard  to  which  he 
intended  to  submit  proposals  to  Parlia- 
ment next  Session.  If  the  Government 
did  not  deign  to  give  him  a  satisfactory 
answer  he  would  take  his  own  course 
upon  the  subject.  He  submitted  that  it 
would  not  be  unreasonable  that  the  noble 
Lord  should  indicate  the  scope  of  a  mea- 
sure upon  such  an  important  subject 
which  they  intended  to  bring  forward 
next  Session ;  and,  in  any  case,  he 
hoped  he  w^ould  get  a  more  courteous 
answer  than  the  noble  Lord  had  given 
him  a  few  minutes  ago. 

TheCH  ANCELLOE  of  tub  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  I  can  assure  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  I  intended 
no  discourtesy  to  him  ;  and  if  ho  thinks 
my  answer  discourteous  I  must  apolo- 
gize fairly  and  freely.  I  did  not  intend 
any  discourtesy  ;  but  I  do  still  think 
really  and  truly  that  the  question  is  un- 
reasonable. He  asks  the  Government 
to  state  whether  or  not  they  have  made 
up  their  minds  as  to  the  exact  scope  of 
a  very  difficult  and  complicated  measure 
which  the  Lord  Chancellor  intends  to 
submit  to  Parliament  next  Session.  How 
can  we  tell  that,  at  the  present  moment, 
with  regard  to  a  measure  very  technical 
and  very  difficult  ?  The  right  hon.  Gen- 


PARLIAMENTARY    ELECTIONS— POLL- 
ING PLACES  IN  COUNTIES. 
OBSERVATION. 

Mr.  WADDY  (Lincolnshire,  Brigg) 
said,  he  had  to  complain  that  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Home 
Secretary  had  answered  his  Question  on 
the  subject  of  polling  places  in  a  some- 
what loose  fashion  ;  and  he  would  again 
appeal  to  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  to  make  inquiry  into  what 
was  a  crying  hardship  in  rural  districts, 
fixtures  being  made  constantly  in  such 
a  way  that  men,  although  by  statute  re- 
quired to  go  only  two  or  three  miles  to 
record  their  votes,  were  called  upon  to 
go  four  five,  six,  and  even  seven  miles. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DhPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.),  in  reply, 
said,  he  was  not  aware  in  what  respect 
his  answer  was  unsatisfactory  to  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman.  At  any 
rate,  he  could  give  him  no  other.  The 
only  information  he  had  on  the  suhject 
was  that  in  the  county  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Memher  represented  a  very 
large  number  of  rural  voters  went  to  the 
poll,  so  that  the  difficulty  could  not  have 
been  very  great  there.  The  Statute,  as 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was 
aware,  did  not  in  terms  require,  but  sug« 
gested  that  the  Quarter  Sessions  should 
provide  polling  stations,  so  that  no  person 
should  be  required  to  walk  more  than 
three  miles.  He  had  no  authority  to 
interfere    with    the  discretion   of   the 
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Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions ;  but  he  bad 
no  doubt  that  if  complaint  was  made  in 
the  proper  quarter  of  a  real  practical 
hardship  the  inconvenience  would  be 
remedied  at  once.  As  at  present  ad- 
vised, it  did  not  seem  to  him  that  the 
Statute  itself  was  unreasonable  in  its 
provisions,  or  called  for  fresh  legisla- 
tion. 

Question  put,  and  agre$d  to. 

Bill  considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Clauses  1  and  2  severally  agreed  to. 

Clause  3  (Appropriation  of  sums  voted 
for  supply  services). 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.,  and  Sligo, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  move,  Sir,  that  you  do 
report  Progress. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress, 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again.'* — [Mr, 
Sexton.) 

The  CHANCELLOE  op  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Eandolph  Churchill) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  I  venture  to  make 
some  inquiry  as  to  the  reasons  of  this 
rather  unexpected  and  strange  Motion. 
I  cannot  account  for  it  in  any  way.  The 
hon.  Member  must  be  aware  that  any 
postponement  of  the  stages  of  the  Appro- 
priation Bill  now  will  lead  to  the  greatest 
possible  inconvenience  to  the  House,  and 
to  all  the  authorities,  officially  and  other- 
wise, connected  with  Parliament ;  and  I 
cannot  think  that  it  can  be  the  desire  of 
the  hon.  Member  to,  unnecessarily,  or 
without  any  serious  cause,  inflict  that 
very  great  and  almost  immeasurable  in- 
convenience upon  the  House  and  the 
officers  of  the  House.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber must  see  that  a  Motion  like  that  he 
has  proposed  cannot  be  seriously  con- 
sidered by  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
if  he  does  not  condescend  to  give  some 
kind  of  reason  for  it.  The  Government 
has  heen  perfectly  frank  with  the  House, 
having  stated  beforehand  their  inten- 
tions with  rpgard  to  the  course  of  Public 
Business.  Their  declaration  of  their  in- 
tention has  not  hitherto  raised  a  single 
protest  from  any  hon.  Member  in  any 
quarter  of  the  House.  As  to  the  mea- 
sure the  hon.  Member  is  interested  in, 
he  will,  doubtless,  be  inclined  to  admit 
that  the  Government  have  more  than 
fulfilled  the  pledges  they  gave.  They 
have  put  aside  a  whole  Sitting  of  the 
House  for  the  second  reading  of  the 
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Bill,  and  have  taken  precaatioiis  that 
another  whole  Sitting  shall  be  devoted 
to  the  discussion  upon  it. 

Mr.  SEXTON  :  The  noble  Lord's  ex- 
planation has  not  made  it  dear  how  the 
Business  of  the  House  can  possibly  be 
disarranged  by  the  adoption  of  mj 
Motion.  I  was  not  aware  that  two 
stages  of  the  Appropriation  Bill  oonld 
be  taken  together  to-night — namely,  the 
discussion  on  the  Motion  that  the  Speaker 
do  leave  the  Chair,  and  the  Committee 
stage.  [''No,  no!"]  Can  two  stages 
be  taken  to-morrow? 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHUBCHILL: 
No. 

Mr.  sexton  :  I  am  not  disposed  to 
persevere  with  my  Motion,  if  it  is  made 
clear  to  me  that  we  shall  be  able  to  bring 
forward  for  discussion  those  points 
which  we  are  anxious  to  raise. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL: 
Any  puints  hon.  Members  wish  to  direct 
attention  to  can  be  discussed  on  the 
third  reading.  The  Gt)yemment  had 
the  idea  that  hon.  Members  would 
avail  themselves  of  the  third  reading  for 
raising  discussions;  and,  therefore,  I  have 
moved  the  suspension  of  the  Standing 
Orders  for  to-morrow's  Sitting,  in  order 
that  the  debate  may  continue  after  6 
o'clock. 

Mr.  sexton  :  In  that  case  I  wiU 
withdraw  my  Motion.  Will  the  noble 
Lord  be  in  a  position  to-morrow  to  state 
definitely  whether  they  intend  to  allow 
a  grant  to  the  Belfast  Royal  Hospital ; 
and,  if  not,  whether  they  intend  that 
the  Hospital  shall  receive  the  Tictims  of 
the  new  rioting  in  Belfast  for  nothing  ? 

Motion,  by  leave,  mthdrawn. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

Remaining  Clauses  agreed  to. 

Bill  reported,  without  Amendment; 
to  be  read  the  third  time  To-morraWm 

TENANTS'  RELIEF  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

(Mr.  Farnelty  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Dillon^  Mr.  T,  F. 

0* Connor f  Mr.  John  Pinkerton,  Mr.Mmkon^,) 

[bill  47.]      SECOND  READIXO. 
ADJOURXKD   DEBATE.      [SEGOND   XIOHT.] 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Amendment  proposed  to 
Question  [20th  September],  "That  the 
Bill  bo  now  read  a  second  time." 

And  which  Amendment  was, 

To  leave  out  from  the  word  **  That  **  to  the 
end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
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proposals  of  the  hen.  Member  for  Oork 
might  not  be  wholly  unacceptable  to 
the  Government.  In  the  interval,  and 
during  the  course  of  the  discussion  that 
followed,  that  hope,  which  I  entertained 
before  the  Bill  was  brought  in,  has  been 
strengthened  rather  than  weakened; 
because,  in  that  interval,  we  have  seen 
more  and  more  reason  why  the  Govern- 
ment should  not  throw  away  a  single 
possible  opportunity  of  assenting  to  any 
reasonable  proposal  of  a  conciliatory  and 
harmonious  kind.  The  position  of  the 
Government  as  regards  the  maintenance 
of  social  order  in  Ireland,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach)  will  agree  with  me,  is  not  alto- 
gether a  smooth  or  an  easy  one.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet,  I  am  sure,  had  that 
feeling  in  his  mind  when  proposing, 
during  the  coming  autumn  and  winter, 
the  carrying  out  of  a  firm  and  a  stem 
administrative  policy,  such  as  in  1883-4 
and  half  of  1885  was  attempted  to  be 
carried  out,  and  was  carried  out  with 
some  degree  of  success,  by  my  noble 
Friend  (Earl  Spencer).  But  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  and  the  Government  as 
well,  must  feel  that  there  are  great  and 
remarkable  disadvantages  in  their  case 
compared  with  the  position  of  Earl 
Spencer.  For  one  thing.  Earl  Spencer 
and  his  administration  had  the  advan- 
tage, so  far  as  it  was  one — and  he  (Earl 
Spencer)  undoubtedly  thought  it  was 
one — of  the  Crimes  Act.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet,  however,  has  no  such 
instrument  as  that  at  his  disposal.  An- 
other thing,  I  remember,  is  that  when 
Earl  Spencer  was  able  to  keep  a  kind 
of  order  the  branches  of  the  Land 
League  were  then  only  scores,  where 
now,  since  the  Conservatives  came  into 
power  last  year,  they  are  numbered  by 
hundreds,  or  thousands.  These  are  two 
enormous  disadvantages ;  but  there  is  a 
third  which  should  make  the  Govern- 
ment especially  careful  to  do  all  they 
can,  as  I  say,  to  throw  away  no  oppor- 
tunity of  conciliating  Irish  feeling,  and 
to  remove  excuses,  pretexts,  and  all  good 
or  bad  reasons  for  Irish  disorders.  And 
the  third  reason  why  the  Government 
should  give  no  pretext  or  reason  for  the 
occurrence  of  disorder  is  that  the  Govern- 
ment themselves,  by  the  answer  given 
by  the  noble  Lord  opposite  last  Wednes- 
day, have  promised  to  bring  in  legisla- 
tion of  the  utmost  importance,  which 
must  unsettle  a  great  deal  in  Ireland, 


'*  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  it  is  inexpedient, 
at  the  present  time,  to  make  any  further  altera  • 
tion  in  the  Irish  Land  Laws," — (Mr,  Fenrote 
Fitxgeraldj) 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  again  proposed,  **That  the 
words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part 
of  the  Question." 

Debate  resumed, 

Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY  (Newcastle- on- 
Tyne) :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  that  I  shall 
not  have  occasion  to  detain  the  House 
at  any  great  length  while  I  make  a 
very  few  observations  on  the  Bill  now 
before  us.  The  debate  was  wound  up 
last  night  in  a  speech  from  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  opposite 
(Mr.  Matthews)  of  great  ability.  I  can- 
not help  regretting,  however,  that  the 
first  occasion  upon  which  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  should  have  ad- 
dressed the  House  should  be  an  occasion 
upon  which,  in  rather  hard  and  high 
and  imperious  tones,  he  repudiated  any 
prospect  upon  this  question  of  recon- 
ciliation and  harmony  between  the  Go- 
vernment, of  which  he  is  a  Member,  and 
the  majority  of  his  own  countrymen. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  I  am 
not  an  Irishman. 

Mr.  JOHN  MORLEY :  I  beg  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  to 
pardon  my  mistake.  I  regret  that  I 
should  have  fallen  into  error ;  but  I 
suppose  that  I  was  led  into  it  by  the 
previous  connection  of  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  with  an  Irish 
constituency,  and  the  zeal  which  he 
previously  evinced  in  his  support  of 
the  views  entertained  by  the  great  ma- 
joiity  of  the  Irish  Members.  Well,  Sir, 
it  is  quite  true,  as  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  said  last  night,  when 
he  told  us  that  the  Government,  by  the 
mouth  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  in  conceding  a  day 
for  this  discussion,  had  warned  the 
House  that  there  was  very  little  pros- 
pect of  the  Government  coming,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  into  agreement  with 
the  proposals  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork  (Mr.  Parnell).  It  is  quite  true 
the  noble  Lord  said  that ;  but,  while 
admitting  that  the  noble  Lord  carefully 
took  that  position,  I  ventured,  at  the 
time,  to  entertain  a  hope  that,  upon  exa- 
mination,   it  might  be  found  that  the 
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whether  it  settles  anything  else  or  not. 
That  promise  has,  undoubtedly,  raised 
expectancy  and  created  a  suspense  in 
the  minds  of  the  people,  which  makes 
it  all  the  more  desirable  that  the  Go- 
vernment should  do  the  best  they  can 
to  remove  every  excuse  for  an  outbreak 
of  social  disorder.  The  rifzrht  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  told 
us,  in  plain  and  straightforward  terms 
last  night,  that  the  Government  would 
not  assent  to  the  second  reading  of  the 
Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork,  as 
they  did  not  believe  it  was  in  any  way 
necessary  or  justifiable.  I  am  not  going 
to  labour  the  point  as  to  the  fall  in 
prices ;  but  I  must  say  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  made  out 
a  case  under  that  head  which  has  not  in 
the  least  degree  been  overthrown,  either 
by  the  figures  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cambridge  (Mr.  Penrose  Fitzgerald)  or 
any  of  those  who  came  after  him,  includ- 
ing the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Gib- 
son). [^Laughter,"]  Well,  I  know  that 
a  considerable  number  of  statistics  were 
adduced  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
but  those  statistics  were  not  really 
tested  and  measured;  and  I  will  only 
give  one  instance  of  the  want  of  proper 
preparation  which  marked  a  great  deal 
of  the  criticism  under  that  head.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Cork  stated — what  was 
not  denied  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cambridge,  and  what  was  admitted  by 
the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  on  the 
previous  day — that  there  had  been  an 
enormous  fall  in  the  prices  of  butter  and 
of  stock.  But  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman the  Solicitor  General  fur  Ireland 
got  up  and  said  with  an  air  of  triumph — 
**  Ah  !  but  there  is  n  rise  of  60  per  cent 
in  the  price  of  wool,"  Now,  what  does 
that  amount  to?  I  am  not  going  to 
woary  the  House  with  many  figures. 
These  are  the  only  figures  I  mean  to 
read  ;  but  they  will  enable  the  House  to 
see  what  weight  ought  to  attach  to  this 
enormous  rise  of  60  per  cent  in  the  price 
of  wool,  and  how  little  that  rise  aifects 
the  argument  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork.  I  have  here  a  Keturn  which  was 
prepared  by  very  competent  authorities 
in  Ireland  when  I  was  at  Dublin  Castle. 
Thin  estimated  Eeturn  shows  that  the 
gross  value  of  the  crops  grown  in  Ire- 
land in  1885  was  £29,873,000.  The 
value  of  milk  and  its  products  is  taken 
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at  £14,000,000.  The  sum  estimated  for 
live  stock  is  £16,800,000.  Now,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  question,  the  total  of 
the  wool,  the  increase  in  the  price  of 
which  has  so  rejoiced  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  was  only  £320,000. 
So  that,  while  there  was  a  depredation  in 
the  prices  of  produce  and  stock  valued 
at  £30,000,000,  all  that  could  be  said  on 
the  other  side  was  that  there  was  an  in- 
crease in  the  prices  of  an  article  which 
represented  £320,000.  I  do  not  believe 
any  of  the  other  figures  were  more  valu- 
able as  an  argument  in  respeot  of  the  fall 
of  prices.  I  am  not  going  to  labour,  either, 
the  question  whether  or  not  the  Land 
Commissioners  did  take  into  account  a 
probable  fall  in  prices  when  awarding 
judicial  rents.  All  I  know  is,  that  when 
I  left  Ireland  the  universal  opinion — ^I 
think  I  may  say  not  only  amone;  the 

Eartizans  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork, 
ut  also  among  those  who  look  at  the 
question  in  a  more  impartial  waj — was 
that  rents  had  not  been  valued  with  a 
view  to  leaving  a  margin  for  a  possible 
depreciation  in  prices.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  Meath(Mr.  Mahony),  who 
has  been  an  Assistant  Commissioner, 
has  given  us  his  testimony  on  the  point ; 
and  I  may  say  that  not  very  long  ago  I 
met  another  Assistant  Commissioner,  a 
p^entleman  who  has  been  at  work  since 
the  commencement  of  the  Act,  and  is  at 
work  at  this  moment,  and  he  assured 
me  that  it  was  a  matter  of  common 
notoriety  that  the  Sub- Commissioners, 
in  fixing  rents,  had  simply  looked  back 
upon  an  average  of  five  or  six  years, 
and  had  not  looked  forward  to  the  pro- 
babilities of  the  future  with  a  view  of 
making  allowance  for  a  fall.  This  gen- 
tleman told  me,  too,  that  since  the  de- 
preciation became  very  marked  and  de- 
cisive the  reductions  in  rent  had  been 
very  much  larger,  and  had  brought  the 
rent  much  lower  down  in  proportion  to 
the  Poor  l^aw  valuation  than  had  been 
the  case  anterior  to  the  1st  of  Jsnuarj, 
1885.  I  took  the  trouble  to  verify,  bj 
looking  at  his  awards,  that  gentleman's 
statement,  and  I  found  that  his  statement 
was  fully  borne  out  by  the  actual  figures 
of  those  awards.  I  need  not,  howeveri 
dwell  at  all  on  these  points;  because, 
after  all,  the  remarks  of  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gt^ntleuian  the  Seirvtary  of 
State  lor  the  Home  Department  did  not 
deal  so  much  with  the  merits  of  the  Bill 
as  with  the  contention  of  my  right  hon. 
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Friend  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
(Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone),  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Commission  does,  in 
fact,  constitute  a  primd  facie  case  for  the 
second  readinp^  of  the  Bill  now  before 
the  House.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  denied  that  the  terms  of  the 
Reference  of  the  Commission  bore  out 
my  right  hon.  Friend's  contention,  that 
the  Government  must  have  some  infor- 
mation which  led  them  to  suppose  that 
it  was  at  least  a  possibility,  that  judicial 
rents  had  been  fixed  too  high  in  view  of 
the  depression  which  has  since  taken 
place  in  the  value  of  produce.  He 
read  the  terms  of  the  Beference  to  the 
Commission,  and  he  laid  great  stress 
on  the  words  **if  any,'*  as  if  it  was 
meant  to  imply  that  there  was  no  depre- 
ciation in  prices.  What  did  Lord  Salis- 
bury say  ?  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  was  very  indignant  with  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian,  because  he  did  not  quote  the 
very  words  of  Lord  Salisbury.  I  do  not 
think  that  a  quotation  of  the  very  words 
of  Lord  Salisbury  in  any  way  shakes 
my  right  hon.  Friend's  case,  or  the  case 
ot  those  who  say  that  the  position  of  the 
Government  really  indicates  the  possi- 
bility of  such  legislation  as  this,  in  some 
form  or  other,  being  expedient.  Lord 
Salisburv  said — 

'*  I  have  great  doubts  whether  this  inabiUty 
to  pay  is  true  to  a  great  extent." 

You  see,  Lord  Salisbury  did  not  imply 
tliat  it  did  not  exist  to  any  extent.  Then 
Lord  Salisbury  wont  on  to  say — 

**Butif  it  should  turn  out  that  the  Courts 
have  made  blunflers,  and  that  there  is  that  im- 
possibility in  any  case  of  paying  rent,  I  think 
it  is  not  the  landlords  who  should  bear  the 
loss;  I  think  tliis  would  be  one  of  the  cases 
lor  the  application  of  the  principle  of  purchase 
by  the  State."  — (3  Hansard,  [308]  67-8-9  ) 

The  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite  the 
Chief  ^Secretary  for  Ireland  also,  on  the 
123rd  of  August,  used  these  words — 

*'  Hrr  Majesty's  (iovernmont  have  never, 
from  the  beginning  of  this  matter,  looked  upon 
the  Commi.ssioners  who  have  decided  rents  as 
infallible,  either  in  their  method  or  in  their 
knowledge  of  the  question.  AVe  admit  that  it 
is  possible  that  they  may  have  been  wrong ; 
and,  therefore,  wo  include  this  matter  in  the 
irKiuiry  which  we  propose." — (3  Hansard,  [3^8] 
•298.' 

But  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man opposite  (Mr.  Matthews) complains 
of  my  right  hon.  Friend  for  applying  a 
strained  and  undue  interpretation  to  the 


terms  of  the  Beferenoe  and  to  the  posi- 
tion taken  by  the  Members  of  the  Go- 
vernment. I  should  like  to  argue  that 
point.  Let  us  see  what  the  Government 
have  said.  They  have  admitted,  at  any 
rate,  that  there  is  a  possibility  that  the 
awards  of  the  Commissioners  may  have 
been  erroneous,  and  that  blunders  may 
have  been  made.  [^Ministerial  laughter  A 
Oh,  yes ;  but  that  is  so.  Now,  upon  that 
admission,  the  hon.  Memberfor  Cork  and 
those  who  support  his  Bill  found  the 
case  for  such  a  Bill  as  is  now  before  us. 
Suppose  your  Commissioners  should  ulti- 
mately report  that  rents  in  some  cases 
have  been  too  high.  [**No,  no!"] 
But  you  cannot  deny  the  possibility  of 
that  being  the  tenour  of  their  Beport ; 
you  admit  the  point  to  be  a  doubtful 
onei  by  the  mouth  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary you  have  admitted  it  to  be  an  open 
question.  Well,  the  Bill  treats  it  as  an 
open  question,  and  does  no  more  than 
treat  it  as  an  open  question.  ["Oh, 
oh !  "]  I  say  it  does  no  more.  The  Ist 
clause  gives  a  purely  judicial  discretion  to 
a  judicial  tribunal.  The  Bill  makes  the 
Land  Court  do  in  detail,  in  cases  as  they 
arise,  what  your  Commissioners  have  to 
do  vaguely  and  at  large.  Is  it  not  a 
fair  statement  of  the  purport  of  the  Bill 
that  the  Land  Court  becomes  under  this 
Bill  a  Commission  of  Inquiry,  though  a 
Commission,  I  am  glad  to  admit,  with 
executive  powers  ?  The  Bill  does,  in  fact, 
meet,  though  it  does  not  decide,  the  point 
raised  by  Lord  Salisbury  himself  of  ulti- 
mate compensation  by  the  State,  if  Par- 
liament should  think  fit  to  accept  Lord 
Salisbury'^  policy.  What  he  says  is  that 
if  it  should  turn  out  that  the  Courts 
have  made  blunders,  and  that  there  is 
an  impossibility  in  any  case  of  rent 
being  paid,  it  is  not  the  landlords  who 
should  bear  the  loss.  Now,  whether 
Lord  Salisbury's  view  of  compensation 
to  the  landlords  out  of  the  funds  of  the 
State  be  right  or  wrong,  the  Bill  does 
not  close — does  not  prejudge — the  ques- 
tion whether  the  State  or  the  landlord 
is  to  bear  the  loss.  All  that  the  Bill  is 
founded  upon,  and  what  I  chiefly  value 
it  for,  is  that  if,  in  Lord  Salisbury  words, 
it  should  turn  out  that  the  Courts  have 
made  blunders,  and  that  there  is  an  im- 
possibility in  any  cases  of  rents  being 
paid,  is  the  position  that,  whatever  may 
be  the  rights  between  the  landlords 
and  the  State,  at  anv  rate  it  is  not 
the  tenants  who  should  bear  the  loss. 
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The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man asked  how  we  were  to  find  out 
whether  there  has  heen  blundering  and 
consequent  hardship  ?  But  how  is  your 
Commission  to  find  it  out,  except  by 
going  into  given  individual  cases  ?  How 
are  you  so  likely  to  get  at  cases  of  hard- 
ship, severity,  and  impossibility  to  pay 
rent  so  conveniently  as  by  giving  an 
open  access  to  a  Court  ?  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  said  it  would  take 
years  to  investigate  all  the  cases  that 
may  arise ;  but  that  is  an  objection  that 
must  apply  quite  as  much  to  the  Com- 
mission of  the  Government  as  it  does  to 
the  Bill.  To  make  Lord  Salisbury's  pro- 
posed compensation  in  given  cases  pos- 
sible, how  are  you  going  to  find  out  the 
cases  except  by  judicial  inquiry  and  in- 
vestigation in  Court  ?  I  hope  some  Mem- 
ber of  the  Government  will  meet  that 
argument  for  the  Bill.  Our  contention 
is — my  contention  at  least  is,  in  giving 
m3*  support  to  the  Bill — that  it  provides 
a  better  machinery  and  a  better  method 
for  answering  your  own  questions  which 
you  have  put  to  your  own  Commission. 
It  gives  you  a  practised  tribunal  which 
has  enormous  daily  experience  gained 
by  dealing  with  the  very  matter  in  hand, 
and  it  insists  upon  particular  and  specific 
proof  coming  from  the  parties  concerned. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Cambridge  asks 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  to  show  how 
the  Land  Court  is  to  distinguish  between 
what  he  calls  the  **  can't  pays  *'  from 
the  **  won't  pays  "  ?  The  hon.  Member 
for  Cambridge  cannot  have  very  well 
mastered  the  details  of  the  Bill,  for  they 
show  that  the  difficulty  cannot  arise.  The 
Court  will  not  have  to  distinguish  be- 
tween those  who  cannot  pay  and  those 
who  will  not  pay ;  because  the  onus  pro- 
bandi,  the  burden  of  proof,  that  a  tenant 
cannot  pay  is  thrown  by  the  Bill  upon  the 
tenant  who  makes  the  application  to  the 
Court.  I  am  so  anxious  that  the  House 
should  understand  the  case  for  the  Bill, 
which,  to  my  sincere  regret— and  I  say 
it  in  good  faith — the  Government  are 
going  to  throw  out — I  am  so  anxious 
that  the  case  should  be  understood,  that 
I  should  like  to  point  out  three  or  four 
other  objections  that  might  have  been 
easily  obviated  and  met,  if  the  Govern- 
ment would  only  have  accepted  the  prin- 
ciple that  there  may  be  cases  in  which 
there  is  a  bond  fide  impossibility  to  pay 
rent  owing  to  the  fall  of  prices,  and  that 
it  is  desirable  that  these  cases  should  be 
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investigated  by  the  Land  Court,  and  a 
judicial  decision  come  to  upon  the  merits 
of  the  cases.  It  has  been  said,  as  a  rea- 
son why  the  Government  cannot  support 
the  Bill,  that  the  deposit  of  50  per  cent 
of  the  antecedent  arrears  of  the  rent  is 
much  too  small.  If  that  be  all,  why 
should  not  the  Government  have  tried 
to  alter  the  terms  of  the  Bill  and  have 
raised  the  deposit  from  50  to,  say,  75 
per  cent  ?  I  do  not  say  I  am  personally 
in  favour  of  that  course ;  but  it  is  ob- 
vious that  the  objection  to  the  Bill,  that 
the  amount  of  the  deposit  is  too  low,  can 
be  met  by  an  Amendment  in  Cbmmittee. 
It  is  said  that  very  few  landlords,  and 
no  good  landlords,  would  evict  if  tenants 
offered  what  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork 
first  proposed  —  namely,  a  deposit  of 
75  per  cent.  I  daresay  that  is  so ;  but, 
if  this  be  your  objection,  you  can  easily 
set  it  right  in  Committee.  A  second 
objection  is  that  the  Bill  g^ves  relief  to 
tenants  whose  inability  to  pay  arises  not 
from  a  fall  in  prices,  but  from  faults  of 
their  own,  from  excessive  drinking  of 
whisky,  or  excessive  subscribing  to  testi- 
monials. What  could  have  been  easier 
than  to  remedy  what  I  think  is  an 
unfortunate  omission  in  the  Bill,  by 
providing  in  half-a-dozen  words  that  a 
tenant  must  show  that  his  inability 
arose,  as  is  assumed  in  the  Preamble, 
from  the  fall  in  prices  ?  Another  objec- 
tion is  that  it  is  said  the  Bill  would  give 
compulsory  credit  for  half  the  rent,  to 
every  tenant  who  chooses  to  come  to  the 
Court,  until  his  case  is  disposed  of.  It 
has  also  been  maintained  that  the  BUi 
takes  stock  out  of  possible  assets.  Now, 
both  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  and  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment made  a  mountain  out  of  the  mole- 
hill contained  in  this  provision  as  to 
stock.  Does  not  everyone  in  the  House 
see  that  the  question  whether  the  stock 
should,  or  should  not,  be  an  asset  is  a 
matter  which  could  be  settled  in  an 
hour  in  Committee  ?  In  saying  that,  I 
pronounce  no  opinion  on  the  merits  of 
making  stock  an  asset ;  but  it  is  idle  to 
refuse  a  second  reading  to  a  Bill  of  this 
importance  and  urgency,  on  account  of 
objections  which  can  so  easily  be  met. 
It  would  have  been  easier  for  the  Gkh- 
vernment  to  provide,  as  they  were  bound 
to  do  by  the  terms  of  the  Reference  to 
the  Commission  and  by  the  language  of 
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their  own  speeches,  all  the  safegaards 
and  limitations  which  the  ingenuity  of 
hon.  Members  opposite  could  have  in- 
vented.    I  do  not  say  that  all  of  us  on 
this  side  would   have   approved  of  all 
those  limitations ;   but  you  have  a  ma- 
jority— I  wish  you  were  going  to  put  it 
to    better    use — and    you   might  have 
moulded  the  Bill  in  its  details.     You 
might  have  made  it  a  condition  that  the 
Court  should  dismiss  applications  sum- 
marily, where  it  should  appear  that  the 
landlord   has    made   an    offer  that  the 
Court    thinks    reasonable.      Landlords 
might  also  have  had  power  given  them, 
during  the  period  of  suspension,  to  apply 
to  the  Court  for  leave  to  issue  an  execution, 
if  it  should  appear  that  crops  or  stock 
were  being  improperly  made  away  with. 
It  might  also  have  softened  the  preju- 
dices of  hon.  Members  opposite,  though 
I  should  have  regarded  the  condition 
with  great  disfavour,  if  it  had  been  pro- 
vided that  the  remitted  arrears  should 
be   charged  upon  the  tenant  right  for 
a  certain  number  of  years,  say  three 
or  four,  on  the  ground,  which  lawyers 
understand,  that  a  tenant  ought  not  to 
acquire  a  right  to  retain  his  holding  by 
a  reduction  of  liabilities  such  as  the  Bill 
would  provide  for,  and  then  pocket  all 
the  money  which  might  actually  come 
to  him  from  the  sale  of  the  tenant  right 
on  quitting  his  holding.  These  are  points 
in  which  the  Bill  might  have  been  modi- 
fied ;    and  I  think  it  probable  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Cork  and  his  Friends 
would  have  been  willing  to  consent  to 
some  of  these  raodi6cations  rather  than 
the  Bill  should  make  shipwreck.     Fur- 
ther, it  would  have  been  possible  to  in- 
troduce provisions  by  which  all  the  dis- 
honest practices  indicated  by  speakers 
on  that  side  of  the  House  might  have 
been  entirely  frustrated   and   rendered 
impossible.    I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
the  landlords  are  making,  not  for  the 
first  time  in  their  history,  a  grievous  mis- 
take in  allowing  this  Bill  to  be  thrown 
out.     I  hope  no  worse  thing  may  befall 
them.     The  effect  of  passing  this  Bill 
would  have  been,  for  one  thing,  to  shift 
the  odium  of  refusing  a  reduction,  in 
cases  in  which  reduction  is  not  justified 
by  the  circumstances  of  the  tenants,  from 
the  landlords  to  the  Court ;  and  I  sub- 
mit to   hon.  Gentlemen   opposite   from 
Ireland  that  that  would  have  been  no 
small  advantage  to  the  landlord  in  the 
relations  between  himself  and  the  ten- 


ant. What  have  the  landlords  to  fear 
from  the  cases  going  into  Court?  If 
their  position  is  just ;  if  there  is  no  case 
for  a  reduction  in  consequence  of  de- 
preciation ;  if  the  tenant  who  makes  ap- 
plication in  a  given  case  is  able  to  pay 
his  rent,  so  far  as  the  fall  in  prices 
affects  his  ability,  why  need  the  landlord 
fear  any  wrong  being  done  or  inflicted 
upon  him  ?  Perhaps  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  will  take  the  oppor- 
tunity later  on  of  explaining  that  to  the 
House.  For  my  part,  I  cannot  see  it. 
From  the  point  of  view  of  the  Executive 
Government,  everything  was  to  be  gained 
by  avoiding  such  collisions  as  are  too 
likely  to  take  place  if  the  tenants  who 
are  unable  to  pay  their  rents  from  causes 
not  under  their  own  control  are  evicted 
and  thrown  out.  It  is  quite  as  much 
the  interest  of  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment, as  it  is  the  interest  of  the  landlords, 
to  get  these  cases  into  Court — to  get  the 
cases  heard,  so  that  there  may  be  no 
sense  of  latent  grievance  in  the  minds 
of  the  tenants,  and  no  want  of  confidence 
in  the  mind  of  the  country  at  large,  and 
no  feeling  in  this  country  that  injustice 
is  being  done.  It  would  have  strength- 
ened the  hands  of  the  Government  in 
whatever  direction  they  may  have  elected 
to  proceed  as  regards  legislation  in  the 
future,  and  it  would  have  mitigated  the 
relations  between  landlord  and  tenant, 
if  an  assent  had  been  given  to  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  subject 
to  such  modifications  as  I  have  indi- 
cated. I  am  glad.  Sir,  to  gather,  from 
tlie  line  taken  almost  unanimously  by 
those  who  have  spoken  on  that  side  of 
the  House,  that  the  necessity  which  has 
given  rise  to  this  Bill  is  bringing  home 
to  the  minds  of  hon.  Gentlemen  from 
Ireland  the  necessity  and  the  expediency 
of  getting  the  Land  Question  settled  on 
a  firm  and  stable  basis.  Sir,  I  have 
always  contended,  for  my  part,  that  it 
is  impossible  to  have  social  order  in  Ire- 
land restored  until  you  have  the  Land 
Question  dealt  with  in  a  bold  and 
courageous  spirit.  [**  Hear,  hear!"! 
Yes ;  but  I  do  not  consider  that  it  will 
be  dealt  with  in  a  bold  and  courageous 
spirit,  if  you  are  going  to  make  the  Im- 
perial State  the  direct  landlord  of  the 
tenants  of  Ireland,  and  if  you  are  going 
to  advance  millions  of  money,  as  you 
are  about  probably  to  do,  from  the 
British  Exchequer.  That  solution  is  im- 
possible, unless  you  have  an  Irish  State 
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anthority  interposed  as  a  buffer  between 
the  tenant  and  the  State  landlord.  I 
agree  most  fully  that  you  may  deal,  and 
will  probably  find  it  convenient  to  deal, 
with  these  two  questions  in  distinct 
measures  ;  but  I  submit  that  the  course 
of  this  debate  has  shown  that  even  you 
on  that  side  know  that  it  is  impossible 
to  have  peace  in  Ireland  so  long  as  you 
have  a  great  body  of  tenants  in  Ireland 
in  the  relations  that  now  exist  between 
themselves  and  the  body  of  gentle- 
men whom,  by  a  long  and  unfortunate 
tradition,  they  have  been  brought  to 
regard  with  feelings  of  the  utmost  hos- 
tility. 

Colonel  KING-HARMAN  (Kent, 
Isle  of  Thanet):  No,  no! 

Mr.  JOHN  MOELEY:  What,  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  says  no  such 
feelings  exist ! 

Colonel  KING -HARM  AN  :  I  say 
not  for  a  long  time — not  for  five  years. 

Mr.  JOHN  MOELEY:  Does  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  say  that 
this  relation — this  hostility  between  the 
landlord  and  tenant  in  Ireland  is  only 
a  matter  of  five  years,  and  do  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen approve  of  the  statement !  Why, 
Sir,  what  is  the  whole  history  of  Ireland 
but  a  history  of  an  incessant  land  war  ? 
What  has  been  the  reason  and  justifica- 
tion for  all  your  long  array  of  Coercion 
Acts,  if  it  has  not  been  for  the  land 
war?  [^*No,  no ! '*]  Why,  does  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  think  that 
the  White  Boys,  the  Rockites,  and  all 
the  long  list  of  agrarian  mutineers,  have 
only  existed  since  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork  took  part  in  public  affairs?  I  do 
not  wish  to  use  the  word  offensively ; 
but  a  more  ludicrous  contention  could 
not  possibly  be  brought  forward.  A 
noble  Duke  in  '^  another  place,''  in  the 
course  of  a  discussion  this  fc^ession,  found 
great  fault  with  me  because  I  said  somc- 
wiiere  or  other  that  the  Irish  land  sys- 
tem has  been  the  most  wretched  and 
monstrous  (^ver  iinposi^d  on  a  country', 
and  ho  said  that  was  a  great  historical 
misrepresentation.  I  am  not  going  into 
that  question  now,  and  I  should  not 
have  referred  to  the  subject  but  for 
the  astoDishing  assertion  of  tho  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  opposite ;  but  I 
say,  without  fear  of  contradiction  from 
anyone  who  knows  what  the  history 
of  the  Land  Question  in  Ireland  has 
been,  that  it  has  been  a  most  wretched 
and  most  monstrous  system.     I  am  not 
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now  dwelling  on  the  great  historio  con- 
fiscation; but  I  make  that  assertion,  that 
it  has  been  a  wretched  and  monstrous 
system,  because  your  own  Commissions-— 
the  Devon  Commission,  the  Richmond 
Commission,  and  the  Bessborough  Com- 
mission— all  show  it.  I  say  that  the 
Irish  landlord  has  been  in  the  habit  of 
preventing  the  Irish  tenant  from  reaping 
the  fruits  of  his  industry.  It  is  not  the 
historic  confiscations  of  centuries  ago 
that  weigh  with  me,  but  the  constant 
daily  confiscation  that  went  on  until  the 
legislation  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian.  I  am  not 
going  to  prolong  this  argument.  We 
shall  have  abundant  occasions  before  we 
part  with  the  Irish  Question  to  go  oyer 
all  those  points ;  but  I  should  haye  been 
glad  if  we  could  have  looked  forward 
during  the  coming  autumn  and  winter- 
all  of  us,  in  all  parts  of  the  House,  and 
from  all  varieties  of  view — to  being  in  a 
position — free  from  exposure  to  dis- 
turbance from  agrarian  outrage  in  Ire- 
land—to look  fairly  into  the  merits  of 
the  questions  which  constitute  the  Irish 
problem.  I  believe  the  Bill  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  tends,  as  nothing  else 
can,  to  give  us  this  chance  of  a  smooth 
and  calm  autumn  and  winter.  Without 
that,  depend  upon  it,  when  we  meet 
again,  whether  in  February  or  earlier, 
the  country  and  the  Members  of  this 
Ilouse  will  not  be  able  to  g^ve  the  Irish 
Question  that  calm,  and  full,  and  reason- 
able consideration  which,  as  we  are  be- 
ginning to  find  out  by  disastrous  expe- 
rience, is  more  urgently  than  ever  de* 
manded. 

Mk.  CHAPLIN  (Lincolnshire,  Slea- 
ford)  said,  he  should  not  follow  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down  into  any  controversy  as  to  the  re- 
lations between  Irish  landlords  and  ten- 
ants, except  to  remark  that  those  rela- 
tions had  been  greatly  aggravated  since 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
;Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  had  tried  to 
deal  with  the  subject.  He  must  also 
toll  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  with  re- 
ference to  his  statement  that  the  whole 
tendency  of  the  Hcports  of  the  Bess* 
borough  and  Hichmond  Commissions 
had  gone  to  prove  that  the  Irish  land- 
lords had  been  for  years  engaged  in 
depriving  Irish  tenants  of  the  fruits  of 
their  industry,  that  if  he  would  take 
the  trouble  to  study  them  with  a  little 
more  care    he   would    find    that    thaj 
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pointed  to  an  exactly  opposite  conclu- 
sion. Indeed,  as  a  proof  of  that  state- 
ment, he  might  refer  to  the  words  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Mid  Lothian,  who  had  declared,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  passing  of  the  Land 
Act  of  1881,  that  the  great  majority  of 
the  Irish  landlords  had  been  placed  upon 
their  trial ;  and  that,  having  been  tried, 
they  had  been  acquitted.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  John  Morley)  began  his 
observations  by  offering  the  Government 
some  reasons,  which  he  said  were  far 
stronger  than  any  which  existed  some 
months  ago,  for  their  acceptance  of  the 
proposals  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Par n ell) ;  and  he  re- 
minded the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  in  a  somewhat  ominous  tone, 
that  no  Crimes  Act  was  now  in  exist- 
ence. '  *  Remember,  *  *  said  the  right  hon . 
Gentleman,  *  *  where  some  years  ago  there 
was  but  one  branch  of  the  Land  League 
througfhout  Ireland  there  were  now  20 
or  30."  This  was  nothing  but  the  argu- 
ment of  fear,  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  used  with  reference  to  an- 
other Bill,  and  which  his  experience  at 
that  time  should  have  shown  him  that 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  most  cer- 
tainly a  Conservative  Government,  was 
not  disposed  to  listen  to.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  stated  that  the  fact  that 
the  Government  had  resolved  upon 
granting  a  Royal  Commission  to  inquire 
into  the  working  of  the  Land  Act  of 
1881  was  an  additional  reason  forgiving 
support  to  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  City  of  Cork.  That  was  not  a 
reasonable  view  to  take  of  the  proposal 
to  hold  the  inquiry.  If  anything  in  the 
way  of  an  argument  at  all,  it  was  an  ad- 
ditional reason  for  postponing  legislation 
on  the  Irish  Land  Question  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  With  respect  to  the  question  of 
the  fall  in  prices,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man dealt  with  the  contention  that  had 
been  frequently  used  on  that  side  of  the 
House,  that  the  Commissioners  must 
have  taken  the  fall  of  prices  into 
consideration  in  fixing  judicial  rents. 
He  said  that  several  Land  Commis- 
sioners whom  he  had  spoken  to  assured 
him  that  nothing  of  the  kind  was  taken 
into  account  at  the  time.  That  only 
showed  that  these  particular  Commis- 
sioners were  totally  unfitted  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  with  which  they 
had  been  entrusted.  He  remembered 
distinctly  that  at  the  time  the  Land 


Oommissioners  sat  first  of  all  there  was 
a  general  expectation  of  a  fall  in  prices. 
At  all  events,  the  matter  was  freely 
talked  of  at  the  time.  There  was  one 
point  upon  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man offered  no  explanation,  but  which 
he  should  like  to  hear  explained  by 
some  hon.  Member  opposite.  He  wished 
to  know  how  it  was  that,  although  so 
many  Irish  tenants  were  unable  to  pay 
their  rents,  as  the  House  was  informed, 
at  the  present  time,  they  were  always 
able  to  afford  to  give  such  exorbitant 
prices  for  the  tenant  right  of  any  de- 
sirable holding?  That  question  must 
be  answered  before  hon.  Members  could 
justify  themselves  in  supporting  the 
proposals  of  the  Bill,  for  it  was  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  contend  that  rents 
could  be  excessive  so  long  as  people 
were  found  every  day  in  abundance  ready 
to  give  extravagant  prices  for  the  privi- 
lege of  paying  these  alleged  excessive 
rents.  There  was  another  part  of  this 
question  with  which  he  wished  to  deal, 
and  to  which  he  desired  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork  in  particular.  Judicial  rents 
were  not  the  only  things  that  were  au- 
thorized and  provided  for  by  the  Land 
Act  of  1881.  That  Act  also  autho- 
rized, among  other  things,  the  sale 
of  tenant  right  in  many  parts  of  Ire- 
land where  it  had  not  previously 
existed.  But  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  City  of  Cork  dealt  only 
with  the  question  of  the  reduction  of 
rent ;  whereas  it  was  obvious  that  if  the 
rents  were  injuriously  affected  by  the 
fall  in  prices  the  value  of  the  tenant 
right  must  be  equally  affected  by  that 
circumstance.  The  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork  professed  to  be  anxious  to 
do  justice  to  all  parties.  He  (Mr.  Chap- 
lin) should  like  to  know  whether  the 
hon.  Member  would  accept  a  modifica- 
tion which  would  apply  the  reduction 
asked  for  not  only  to  rents  but  to  tenant 
rights?  He  doubted  very  much  whe- 
ther a  Bill  containing  such  a  proyision 
as  to  reduce  the  tenant  right  by  one- 
half  would  be  so  popular  in  Ireland. 
The  right  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
had  contended  that  the  Reference  to  the 
Commission  contained  an  admission  of 
an  inability  on  the  part  of  the  tenants 
to  pay  the  judicial  rents  and  a  promise  to 
afford  them  relief.  But  it  did  not  follow 
that  because  the  Government  opposed 
this  Bill  they  were  determined  not  to 
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aflPord  any  other  form  of  relief  to  ten- 
ants who  were  placed  in  the  unfortunate 
position  of  having  undertaken  to  pay  a 
higher  judicial  rent  than  the  circum- 
stances of  their  particular  case  rendered 
it  possible  for  them  to  pay.  He  would 
now  deal  with  the  main  provisions  of 
the  Bill  for  a  few  moments.  The  right 
hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  had 
taunted  the  Kepresentatives  of  the  Irish 
agricultural  constituencies  with  having 
nothing  whatever  to  say  in  opposition 
to  the  measure  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork.  He,  therefore,  as 
the  Eepresentative  of  an  English  agri- 
cultural constituency,  desired  to  state 
the  reason  why  he  was  altogether  op- 
posed to  this  Bill.  He  did  not  think 
that  he  should  err  greatly  if  he  were  to 
characterize  this  measure  as  the  most 
extravagant,  and  he  would  even  say  the 
most  impudent,  proposal  that  had  ever 
been  submitted  to  Parliament.  The 
speech  in  which  the  hon.  Member  in- 
troduced his  Bill  drew  more  largely  on 
the  credulity  of  the  House  than  any 
speech  he  recollected.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber would  have  them  believe  that  the 
operation  of  this  Bill  would  be  perfectly 
simple  and  easy,  and  that  only  a  limited 
number  of  tenants  would  come  under  its 
consideration.  He  (Mr.  Chaplin)  doubted 
if  that  would  be  so.  All  that  was  in- 
tended was  to  compel  the  bad  landlords 
in  Ireland  to  do  what  the  good  landlords 
in  Ireland  and  in  England  were  already 
doing.  He  took  issue  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  on  each  of  these 
points ;  and  he  held  that  this  Bill  did 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  postpone  all 
proceeding  for  the  recovery  of  one-half 
of  the  rents  in  Ireland,  in  all  cases  for 
a  year,  and  in  many  cases  for  a  period 
to  which  no  limit  whatever  was  assigned 
by  the  Bill.  The  Bill  provided  that  a  judi- 
cial tenant  might  make  a  certain  appli- 
cation ;  and  until  that  was  disposed  of 
all  proceedings,  even  for  the  recovery  of 
the  half-year's  rent,  must  be  suspended 
for  an  indefinite  period  of  time.  What 
must  such  provisions  of  necessity  load 
to  ?  The  tenant  would  have  to  satisfy 
the  Court  of  two  things — first,  that  he 
had  paid  half  his  rent ;  and,  secondly, 
that  he  could  not  pay  the  balance  with- 
out depriving  himself  of  the  capital  ne- 
cessary for  stocking  his  holding.  By 
making  such  an  application  the  tenant 
had  nothing  to  lose,  while  he  had  much 
to  gain ;  and  it  was  not  at  all  impro- 

Jfr.  Chaplin 


bable  that  the  proTisioiis  of  the  BUI 
would  have  the  effect  of  indudng  the 
greater  portion  of  the  tenants  in  Ire- 
land to  make  such  an  application  to  the 
Court.  In  that  case,  what  would  be- 
come of  the  assertion  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  City  of  Cork  that  his  Bill 
would  apply  to  the  cases  of  onlj  a  small 
number  of  the  tenants?  What  new 
duties  would  this  measure  entail  upon 
the  Court?  It  might,  doubtless,  be 
easy  enough  for  the  Court  to  satisfy 
itself  that  half  the  rent  had  been  paid; 
but  how  was  it  to  satisfy  itself  in  each 
individual  case  that  the  tenant  could  not 
pay  the  rest  of  the  rent  without  de- 
priving himself  of  sufficient  capital  to 
carry  on  and  to  stock  his  farm  ?  This 
latter  question  was  one  which  would  de- 
pend upon  a  great  variety  of  circum- 
stances, each  of  which  must  reoeiye  the 
most  serious  consideration.  The  pro- 
posal, in  fact,  would  involve  a  careful  per- 
sonal inspection,  by  a  duly  quahfied 
person,  of  every  single  holding  with 
regard  to  which  the  claim  was  made ;  and 
if  he  was  right  in  his  estimate  of  the 
probablenumber  of  claims,  it  would  mean 
a  general  re-valuation  of  all  the  statutory 
holdings  in  Ireland.  He  hoped  it  would 
not  be  supposed  from  what  he  had  said 
that  he  was  lacking  in  sympathy  with  the 
agricultural  tenants  in  Ireland.  He  had 
had  too  much  experience  himself  of  agri- 
cultural depression  in  this  country  at  the 
present  time ;  but  he  did  wish  to  say 
this,  in  justification  of  their  brother 
landlords  in  Ireland — that  they  were 
placed  in  a  totally  different  position. 
The  landlords  in  England  had  nerer 
come — and  ho  hoped  they  never  might 
— under  the  sinister  influence  of  the 
legislation  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian.  They 
might  depend  upon  it  that,  if  that  should 
unhappily  occur,  there  would  be  an  end, 
as  had  happened  already  in  Ireland,  to 
the  good  feelings  which  had  existed  for 
so  many  years — and,  thank  Gt)d,  still 
existed  in  England — between  the  land- 
lords on  the  one  hand  and  those  who 
dwelt  on  their  estates  on  the  other.  [Mr. 
MuNDELLA :  The  Agricultural  Holdings 
Act.]  The  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill ! 
If  ho  remembered  right,  the  Ag^culturml 
Holdings  Bill  was  nothing  but  a 
copy  of  the  measure  on  that  subject 
which  he  had  introduced  himself  on 
two  or  three  occasions  previously  in 
the  House.      The    legislation    of   the 
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rigbt  hon.   Member  for  Mid   Lothian 
had  altered   the  position  of  the  Irish 
tenant  altogether  from  what  it  had  for- 
merly been.     The  Irish  tenant  was  now 
under  the  strict  and  severe  regulation 
of  the  law.     The  whole  matter  had  been 
altogether  taken  out   of  the   hands  of 
the  landlords,  and  the  contract  entered 
into  was  between  the  tenants  on  the  one 
hand  and   the  right   hon.  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian,  as  representing  the  State, 
on  the  other.     The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  insisted  upon  depriving   the  land- 
lords of  their  rights  and  privileges,  and 
had  insisted  upon  the  rents  being  judi- 
cially fixed.     But,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  induced 
Parliament    to   give  the  landlords,   in 
return,  a  guarantee  that  under  no  cir- 
cumstances would  the  judicial  rents  be 
interfered  with  for  a  period  of  15  years, 
and   that  if  from  any  cause  the  rents 
were  not  paid  they  should  recover  pos- 
session  of  their  land.     That  was  a  dis- 
tinct   understanding,    and    it    was    an 
honourable  understanding,  on  the  part 
of  Parliament,  which  Parliament,  by  all 
the  pledges  it  had  made,  should  adhere  to. 
If  this  had  been  an  arrangement  between 
individuals,  no  one  would  dream  of  re- 
pudiating it  for  a  moment ;  and  he  had 
yet  to  learn  that  the  honour  of  Parlia- 
ment and  the  good  faith  of  the  State  was 
less   to  be    prized   and  less  to  be  ob- 
served   than    that   of    any    individual 
in  the  country.     But  he  held  that  Par- 
liament   was    under    an   obligation   of 
honour   to    the    Irish    landlords ;    but 
although,   in   his    opinion.    Parliament 
was   barred    from  further  interference 
with  the  landlords,  he  did  not  say  there 
might  not  be  further  opportunities  of 
giving  relief  to  all  classes.     That  was 
the  position  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the   Member  for   Mid  Lothian 
took   up   last  night  when  he   said   the 
Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  had  declared 
against  any  relief  in  any  shape  whatever. 
That  was  not  so.     There  might  possibly 
be  cases  where  tenants  were  really  un- 
able to  pay  their  rents.   They  might  even 
be  so  numerous — he  (Mr.  Chaplin)  could 
not  say,  for  he  had  no  information — as 
to  amount  to  a  national  calamity.     But  a 
nationalcalamity  wasa  thingtobe  borne, 
not  by  one  class,  but  by  all  classes  of  the 
community.     Why  was  that  burden  to 
be  thrown  on  the  landlords  alone  ?     The 
Government  and  the  Parliament  of  that 
day  recognized  the  principle  that  the 


landlords   alone  ihoald  not   bear  the 
burden  in  the  case  of  the  Arrears  Bill ; 
and  if  the  necessity  for  giving  the  tenant 
relief  had  arisen  now,  he  (Mr.  Chaplin) 
knew  no  reason  why  the  same  principle 
which  was  adopted  then  should  not  be 
adopted  in  the  coming  Session  of  Par- 
liament.  Again,  there  was  another  mode 
in  which  relief  might  be  given,  though 
he  confessed  that  he  (Mr.  Chaplin)  was 
afraid  of  shocking  the  susceptibilities 
of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  by  mention- 
ing it.     What  was  the  cause  of  this 
trouble  at  the  present  time  ?    Everybody 
admitted  that  it  was  caused  by  the  fall 
in  prices  alone.     Then  a  rise  in  prices 
would  be  the  rational  and  certain  remedy 
for  the  present  state  of  things.     Was  it 
in  their  power  to  bring  about  in  any 
way  a  rise  in  prices  ?    Of  course  it  was ; 
it  could  be  done  in  a  moment.    The  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  last  night 
gave  the  House  a  long  list  of  articles 
the  prices  of  which  he  said  had  fallen 
considerably.     He,   however,  much  to 
his  (Mr.  Chaplin's)  surprise,  omitted  to 
mention  one  article.     He  said  nothing 
about  sheep.    Now,  as  his  information 
from  Ireland  went,  sheep  had  risen  very 
considerably  in  price  lately.     He  (Mr. 
Chaplin)  was  told  that  6«.  a-head  was 
not  too  much  at  which  to  place  the  rise 
in  price ;  but  that  was  very  judiciously 
omitted  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork  from  his  list.     [An  hon. 
Member  :  He  mentioned  mutton.]    Yes; 
but  he  thought  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork  said  that  mutton  had  fallen, 
and  lie  (Mr.  Chaplin)  did  not  under- 
stand how  mutton  could  have  fallen  and 
sheep  had  risen.     Then  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber mentioned  butter.     That,  no  doubt, 
was  a  commodity  of  the  greatest  possible 
importance  in  the  South  of  Ireland.   But 
why  had  butter  fallen  ?    It  had  fallen 
from  the  simplest  reason  in  the  world — 
from  the  enormous  increase  in  the  con- 
sumption of  American  butterine,  which 
he  (Mr.  Chaplin)  believed  was  a  nasty 
adulterated    compound    of    which    he 
had  very  little  experience.    Well,  then, 
why  not  prohibit,  or  at  all  events  limit 
considerably,   the  sale  of  butterine  in 
Ireland?     He  was  well  assured,  from 
all  the  confirmation  that  reached  him, 
that  no  measure  could  be  more  popular 
in  the  South  of  Ireland  at  this  time — that, 
in  fact,  it  was  infinitely  more  popular 
than  a  National  Parliament  or  Home 
Bule  for  ventilating  their  obsolete  opi- 

ia$e<mi  NigM.'] 


1151 


Tenants*  Belief 


{GOMMONSf 


{Irekmi)  Bitt. 


1152 


nions.  In  venturing  to  express  these 
unorthodox  opinions,  he  was  well  aware 
that  he  would  be  told  they  were  contrary 
to  the  opinions  of  political  economy. 
Political  economy,  indeed — in  Ireland, 
above  all  places  in  the  world !  "Why, 
political  economy  had  been  consigned  to 
Jupiter  and  Saturn  years  a^o  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  W.  E.  Glad- 
stone), so  far  as  rents  were  concerned, 
and  why  on  earth,  then,  should  they  not 
be  accompanied  by  American  butterine  ? 
He  had  mentioned  two  things  which 
might  possibly  afford  means  of  relief  to 
some  tenants  in  Ireland  who  were  suffer- 
ing from  the  fall  in  prices,  and,  for  all 
he  knew,  there  might  be  a  great  many 
others.  He  only  mentioned  these  in 
order  to  show  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian  and 
his  Colleagues,  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork  and  his  Friends, 
laboured  under  an  entirely  erroneous 
assumption  when  they  supposed,  because 
Gentlemen  on  the  Ministerial  side  were 
determined  to  oppose  this  particular  Bill, 
they  were  also  absolutely  opposed,  in 
all  circumstances,  to  the  giving  of  relief 
to  the  tenants.  He  hoped  the  few  words 
he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  saying 
that  night  might,  in  some  degree,  remove 
that  erroneous  impression.  He  had 
nothing  more  to  add.  He  was  very 
grateful  to  theHouse  for  having  listened 
to  him  so  attentively.  He  thought  it 
had  been  abundantly  shown  in  the  course 
of  the  debate  that  they  could  not  inter- 
fere further  with  the  rents  of  the  Irish 
landlords  until  the  expiration  of  the 
statutory  period,  when,  of  course,  Par- 
liament could  do  exactly  what  it  pleased 
without  a  distinct  breach  of  solemn  en- 

fagements  of  honour  and  good  faith, 
t  had  also  been  shown  that  the  neces- 
sity for  this  Bill  had  not  been  proved  ; 
and  further,  if  the  necessity  should  be 
proved,  that  there  were  other  means  of 
relief  for  the  distressed  tenants  which  it 
was  open  to  Parliament  to  adopt.  That 
being  so,  he  hoped  Parliament  would 
offer  a  determined  opposition  to  tho 
passing  of  a  measure  which,  if  carried, 
would  cast  a  merited  and  standing  stigma 
upon  its  honour  and  good  faith,  upon 
the  authors  of  the  Land  Act  of  1881, 
and  above  all  upon  tho  reputation — 
whatever  of  it  still  remained  after  the 
declaration  of  last  night — of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian. 

Mr,  ChapUn 


The  Marqttxss  of  HABTINGhTON 
(Lancashire,  Hossendale) :  I  am  aware 
that  hon.  Members  on  both  sidea  of  the 
House  are  anxious  to  arrive,  if  pofudble^ 
at  a  decision  upon  the  question  which  is 
now  under  discussion,  and  also  that 
there  are  a  large  number  of  Members 
far  better  qualified  to  discuss  the  details 
and  principles  of  the  Bill  than  I  am, 
who  have  still  to  address  yon;  and  I 
shall,  therefore,  endeavour  to  trespass 
for  as  short  a  time  as  possible  upon  the 
time  of  the  House.  I  can  assure  it  that 
I  have  no  intention  of  attempting  to  go 
into  the  discussion  of  all  the  points  tluit 
have  been  raised  in  the  debate  so  far  as 
it  has  proceeded.  But,  Sir,  my  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mid  fiothian 
(Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  made  last  night 
a  somewhat  direct  appeal  to  Gentlemen 
sitting  on  this  side  of  the  House,  who 
are  supposed  to  be  specially  pledged  to 
the  support  of  the  Irish  policy  of  the 
present  Government ;  and  he  appealed 
to  us,  as  he  appealed  to  every  other 
Member  of  the  House,  to  give  a  candid 
consideration  to  the  arguments  which  he 

g laced    before    us.     Therefore,    I    feel 
ound,  as  shortly  as  I  can,  to  state  die 
reasons  why  I  find  it  impossible  to  ar- 
rive at  the  conclusion  announced  by  my 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian.    My  right  hon.  Friend  has  not 
committed  himself  to  any  of  the  pro* 
posals  contained  in  this  measure.     He 
has  committed  himself  simply,  as  I  un- 
derstand, to  the  assertion  that  a  case 
has  been  shown  for  a  measure  of  relief 
for  some  portion  of  the  tenants  of  Ire- 
land who  hold  on  statutory  conditions. 
I  shall  revert,  in  a  very  few  minutes,  to 
the  particular  position  my  right  hon. 
Friend  has  taken  up.     Before  I  do  so. 
however,  I  want  to  point  out  that  my 
right  hon.  Friend  has  not  only  abstained 
from  committing    himself  to    the  pro- 
posals of  the  measure,  but  he  has  also 
equally  carefully  abstained  from  com* 
mitting  himself   to    approval    of    the 
language   and  arguments  by  which  it 
has  been  supported  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell).    My 
right  hon.  Friend  passed  by  altogether 
and  declined  to  follow  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Cit}'  of  Cork  either  into  the  ques- 
tion of  tho  fall  in  prices  and  its  eflfeot 
upon  the  ability  of  the  tenants  to  pay, 
or  into  the  statistics  which  he  gave  upon 
the  subject  of  evictions.     Although  my 
!  right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  John   Morlqr) 
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has  to-night  made  some  observations  on 
the  subject  of  the  fall  of  prices,  I  have 
observed  that  he  also  has  entirely  de- 
clined to  follow  or  to  support  the  case 
laid  before  the  House  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  City  of  Cork,  as  far  as  it 
rested  upon  an  alleged  increase  of  evic- 
tions by  the  landlords  for  the  payment 
of  impossible  rents.  Now,  my  right 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone)  has 
rested  his  support  of  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill  exclusively  upon  the  fact  that 
it  has  been  announced  by  the  Govern- 
ment that  a  Commission  is  to  be  issued 
to  inquire  into  the  operation  of  the  Land 
Act  in  Ireland,  and  upon  the  terms  of 
Eeference  to  that  Commission  which 
have  been  announced  in  this  House.  He 
has  said  that  the  appointment  of  that 
Commission  contains  an  admission  and 
a  promise.  Well,  Sir,  I  suppose  that  to 
some  extent  it  may  be  said  that  an  un- 
dertaking to  inquire  into  any  matter 
whatever  does  contain  an  admission  and 
a  promise.  But  I  fail  to  see  in  this  par- 
ticular case  that  the  appointment  of  a 
Commission,  or  the  terms  of  the  Refer- 
ence to  the  Commission,  bear  out  the 
contention  of  my  right  hon.  Friend  that 
a  case  is  thereby  established  for  the  pre- 
sent relief  of  any  portion  of  the  tenants 
of  Ireland.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
reasons  which  I  gave  the  last  time  on 
which  I  ventured  to  address  the  House 
on  this  subject  show  a  good  and  reason- 
able cause  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Commission  to  inquire  into  the  agrarian 
question  of  Ireland.  We  all  admit — it 
has  been  admitted  again  this  evening 
by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Newcastle  (Mr.  John  Morley) — that 
the  agrarian  difficulty  in  Ireland  is  at 
the  root  of  the  whole  difficulty  of  the 
Government  of  Ireland.  It  is  admitted 
also  that  the  attempt  which  was  made 
by  the  legislation  of  1881,  and  by  sub- 
sequent legislation,  has  not  altogether 
solved  the  agrarian  difficulty  in  Ireland. 
It  is  admitted  that  the  relations  between 
landlords  and  tenants,  although  I  hope 
in  many  instances  they  have  been  im- 
proved, have  not  been  placed  upon  a 
thoroughly  satisfactory  footing  —  that 
the  sense  of  security  which  it  was  the 
object  of  the  Act  of  1881  to  give  to  the 
tenantry  of  Ireland,  and  thus  induce 
them  to  devote  their  time  and  their 
energy  to  the  improvement  of  their 
holdings,  has  not  been  fully  realized. 
The  fact  is  admitted  that  the  system  of 
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doable  ownership  which  was  established 
by  the  Act  of  1881  has  not  been,  up  to 
the  present  time,  a  complete  success.  It 
appears  to  me,  therefore,  that  the  time 
is  now  fully  ripe  for  an  inquiry,  and 
a  complete  inquiry,  into  the  reasons 
which  have  prevented  that  legislation 
from  having  all  the  beneficial  effects 
which  were  anticipated  from  it,  and  for 
endeavouring  to  ascertain  what  is  the 
cause  of  the  partial  failure  of  that  legis- 
lation. At  the  same  time,  when  that 
inquiry  is  instituted,  it  is  perfectly  rea- 
sonable that,  amongst  other  things,  the 
Commissioners  should  be  directed  to  in- 
quire what  are  the  causes  which  have 
impeded  and  frustrated  the  beneficial 
operation  of  the  Act,  and  whether  those 
causes  are  mainly  due  to  the  impedi- 
ments which  have  been  placed  in  its  way 
by  the  action  of  the  National  League  ; 
or  whether  they  are  in  any  degree  due 
to  bad  times  and  the  fall  in  prices,  which 
undoubtedly  have  had  a  very  consider- 
able effect  upon  the  interests  of  all 
classes  connected  with  agriculture  during 
the  last  few  years.  At  the  same  time,  I 
must  say  that  I  do  not  find  that  there  is 
in  the  terms  of  this  Beference  to  the 
Commission  any  such  admission  as  that 
which  is  alleged  by  my  right  hon.  Friend 
to  be  found  there — that  there  are  in  Ire- 
land at  this  moment  judicial  rents  which 
the  tenants  are  incapable  of  paying,  and 
that  a  case  is  thereby  established  for  the 
suspension  of  the  ordinary  process  of 
the  law  for  the  purpose  of  recovering 
those  rents.  And,  Sir,  I  venture  to 
think  that,  up  to  a  very  short  time  ago, 
my  right  hon.  Friend  himself  did  not 
find  in  the  appointment  of  this  Com- 
mission any  reason  for  establibhing  the 
admission  which  he  now  seeks  to  draw. 
My  right  hon.  Friend,  on  the  24th  of 
August,  spoke,  after  the  terms  of  the 
Eeference  to  the  Commission  had  been 
made  known  to  the  House,  and  upon  the 
Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  theCitj 
of  Cork  (Mr.  Parnell).  Now,  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  asked  the 
House  to  declare  that  there  was  in  Ire- 
land, on  account  of  the  fall  of  prices,  a 
state  of  things  which  would  make  it  im- 
possible for  the  Irish  tenants  during  the 
coming  winter  to  pay  their  rents.  My 
right  hon.  Friend's  words,  in  speaking 
to  the  Motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork,  were  these — 

'*  I  can  perfectly  understand  why,  with  the 
knowledge  which  the  hon.  Member  possesses, 
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and  with  the  responsihility  which  he  feels  as  an 
Irish  Memher,  he  should  find  himself  entitled 
and  hoand  to  make  declarations  respecting  the 
difficulty  of  the  payment  of  rent  in  Ireland  and 
respecting  the  prohahility  of  evictions,  in  which 
it  would  hardly  be  warrantable  on  my  part  to 
join,  though,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  assert  the  contrary  of  what  has  been 
stated  by  the  hon.  Gentleman.  The  reason  why 
I  do  not  wish  to  enter  into  a  proceeding  of  that 
kind  is  this — that  I  think,  upon  the  whole,  it  is 
for  the  advantage  of  the  country  that  no  at- 
tempt should  be  made  by  the  House  at  large, 
as  distinguished  from  the  Representatives  of 
Ireland,  and  those  who  may  think  fit  to  act 
with  them — that  no  attempt  should  be  made  to 
procure  a  precipitate  or  hasty  decision  by  the 
House  upon  the  policy  propounded  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government.  It  would  not  be  fair  to 
the  Government ;  it  would  not  be  fair  to  the 
House."— (3  Hansard,  [308]  411.) 

Mb,W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  I  criticized 
their  policy. 

The  Mabquess  of  HAETINGTON  : 
Yes ;  it  is  quite  true  that  my  right  hon. 
Friend  did  proceed  to  criticize  the  policy 
of  the  Government ;  but  what  I  desire 
to  point  out  is  this — that  when  my 
right  hon.  Friend  used  these  words  he 
had  before  bim  the  fact  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Commission,  as  well  as  the 
terms  of  the  Eeference  to  it,  and  he  had 
also  before  him  whatever  he  has  now  of 
the  admission  and  the  promise. 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE :  I  said  the 
same  thing  then. 

The  Marquess  of  HAETINGTON  : 
My  right  hon.  Friend  may  have  criti- 
cized the  policy  of  the  Government 
in  the  same  terms ;  but  what  I  am  trying 
to  point  out  is  that  at  the  time  he  spoke 
the  words  which  I  have  quoted  he  de- 
clined to  even  join  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork  in  an  expression  of 
opinion  with  regard  to  the  payment  of 
rents  during  the  ensuing  autumn  and 
winter;  and  that  now  he  is  prepared, 
not  only  to  join  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  City  of  Cork  in  an  expression  of 
opinion,  but  he  is  also  prepared,  and  has 
pledged  himself,  to  take  some  action  not 
proposed  by  the  Government,  which  he 
said  only  a  few  weeks  ago  it  would  be 
unfair  on  the  part  of  the  House  to  at- 
tempt. Now,  I  maintain  that,  in  order 
to  justify  such  legislation  as  is  proposed 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of 
Cork,  it  would  be  incumbent  upon  him 
to  place  before  the  House  a  case  of  over- 
whelming strength — a  case  very  differ- 
ent, indeed,  to  that  which  he  has  pre- 
sented to  the  House.  The  hon.  Member 
for  the  City  of  Cork  has  presented  to 
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the  House  a  case  fonnded  parttj  upon  % 
fall  of  prices  and  partly  upon  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  eviotionB. 
Now,  I  am  not  going  to  discuss  these 
two  points  at  any  length.  They  haTe 
been  already  tolerably  fully  discussed, 
and  will,  no  doubt,  receive  further 
elucidation  in  the  course  of  the  de- 
bate. But  as  to  the  question  of  piioes, 
it  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  assume  that 
the  Commissioners  had,  in  fixingthe  judi- 
cial rents,  in  their  minds  such  a  fall  of 
of  prices  as  has  taken  place.  If  we  axe  to 
doubt  the  fairness  of  the  rent  we  want  to 
consider  a  great  many  things  besides  this 
question  of  prices.  We  know  that  the 
rents  were  fixed  at  a  time  very  shortly 
succeeding  a  period  of  great  agncnltural 
distress,  a  period  of  very  bad  seasons; 
and  what  we  want  to  know  is,  not  merely 
what  the  prices  were  which  the  Oommia- 
sioners  thought  would  be  obtained  for 
agricultural  produce,  but  what  thej  eon- 
sidered  would  be  the  probable  Tidue  of 
the  out-turn  of  the  produce  of  the  hold- 
ing of  which  they  were  settling  the  rent. 
I  maintain  that  it  is  not  at  all  prored 
that  the  Commissioners  have  over-esti- 
mated, in  any  of  the  cases  where  they 
have  decided  the  rent,  the  probable  pre- 
sent value  of  the  agricultural  out-turn 
of  the  holding.  Then,  as  to  eviotionBy 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Oork 
says  that  the  Return  of  evictions  is  veiy 
alarming;  but  he  is  oblig^  to  admit 
that  during  the  last  quarter  of  1885  and 
during  the  6rst  quarter  of  1886  they 
were  actually  decreasing;  and  if  there 
is  an  increase  in  the  second  quarter  of 
the  present  year,  or  in  the  time  whidi 
has  elapsed  of  the  present  quarter,  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Soli- 
citor General  for  Ireland  has  shown,  in 
his  speech  last  night,  that  that  is  only 
in  accordance  with  what  has  taken  place 
in  previous  years,  and  that  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  evictions  has  alwaya 
taken  place  in  these  special  quarters  in 
which  it  is  now  alleged  that  the  inoreaae 
is  so  alarming.  But  before  the  House 
can  proceed  to  pass  legislation  of  thia 
character — founded  upon  a  Betum  of 
evictions,  it  appears  to  me  that  we  want 
to  know  a  great  deal  more  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  evictions  than  we  can  obtain 
from  the  bare  Eetum  quoted  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork.  He  stated, 
and  I  believe  it  will  not  be  denied,  that 
in  this  Eetum  are  included  a  large  num- 
ber of  evictions  for  other  causes  than 
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non-payment  of  rent.     And  even  with 
regard   to  those   evictioDs  for  non-pay- 
ment of  rent,  before  the  House  draws  a 
definite   and   final  conclusion  from   the 
figures  quoted  it  will  be  necessary  to 
know  how  many  of  them  are  for  non- 
payment  of  rent  recently   due,  or  for 
arrears  long  standing,  the  existence  of 
which  arrears  shows  that  the  tenants  are 
either  unable  or  unwilling  to  pay  any 
rent  at   all  for  the  holdings  they  now 
occupy.     It  would,  I  think,  also  be  de- 
sirable that  we  should  know  something 
of  the  proportion  of  these  evictions  for 
non-payment  of  rent  which  have  taken 
place,  or  are  taking  place,  on  the  hold- 
ings which   are  under  statutory  condi- 
tions.    But  without  any  information  of 
this  kind,  and  solely  upon  a  bare  Beturn 
of  a  certain  increase  in  the  number  of 
evictions,  we  are  asked  to  proceed  with 
legislation  which,  at  all  events,  it  will 
bo  admitted  on  both  sides  of  the  House 
is  of  a  totally  unprecedented  and  some- 
what  revolutionary   character.      Well, 
Sir,  we  are  told — we  have  been  told  to- 
night by  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Newcastle  (Mr.  John  Morley) — that 
this  is  a  question  of  social  order.     I  cer- 
tainly shall  not  deny  that  in  Ireland  the 
question  of  social  order  is,  and  always 
has  been,  intimately  connected  with  the 
agrarian  condition  of  the  country,  and 
more  or  less  with  the  prevalence,  the 
frequency  or  otherwise,  of  evictions.  But 
when  the  House  is  asked  to  legislate  in 
this  fashion  upon  the  rights  of  property 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  social  order 
in  Ireland,  it  appears  to  me  that  it  will 
do  well  to  attach  a  good  deal  of  import- 
ance to  what  may  be  the  opinion  of  those 
who  are  responsible  for  the  government 
of  Ireland  on  this  question.     There  has 
been  no  responsible  Government  of  Ire- 
land which  has  ventured  to  propose  such 
legislation  as  this.  HerMajesty^s  present 
Government  do  not  desire  to  propose  such 
legislation,  and  the  Government  which 
they  succeeded  proposed  no  such  legis- 
lation, nor  did  they  express  any  readi- 
ness to  entertain  it.       I   consider  that 
when  a  responsible  Government  says  to 
Parliament  that  the  state  of  social  order 
requires  certain  measures,  even  though 
those   measures  may  involve   an   inter- 
ference with  the  rights  of  property.  Par- 
liament  will  incur   great  responsibility 
if  it  does  not  sanction  those  measures. 
I  think  that  it  incurred  great  responsi- 
bility when  the  House  of  Lords,  in  1880, 


rejected  the  OompensatioQ  for  Distorbo 
anoe  Bill.  I  think  Parliament  would 
have  incurred  great  responsibility  in 
1882  if  it  had  rejected — as  it  was  asked  to 
do — the  Arrears  Act  which  was  passed  in 
that  year.  But  I  maintain,  at  the  same 
time,  that  Parliament  will  incur  still 
heavier  responsibility  if,  when  the  Go- 
vernment, who  are  in  the  first  instance  re- 
sponsible for  the  maintenance  of  law  and 
order  in  the  country,  do  not  ask  to  have 
their  hands  strengthened  by  such  legis- 
lation as  that  now  proposed,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  assert  that  such  legislation 
would  be  prejudicial,  in  their  judg- 
ment, to  law  and  order,  and  would  give  en- 
couragement to  Socialistic,  Communistic, 
and  lawless  ideas — I  say  that  Parlia- 
ment would  incur  a  still  heavier  respon- 
sibility by  forcing  upon  the  Government 
measures  of  relief  for  a  particular  class 
at  the  expense  of  the  rights — the  ordi- 
nary rights — attached  to  property.  I 
say  that  no  responsible  Government 
has  proposed  legislation  of  this  kind. 
The  late  Government  had  a  state  of 
facts  before  them  very  much  similar  to 
those  which  we  have  now.  The  depre- 
ciation of  prices  is  not  a  matter  of  the 
last  few  months.  It  is  alleged  that  the 
fall  in  prices  prevailed  during  the  whole 
of  last  year.  The  legislation  proposed 
by  the  late  Government  would  not  have 
dealt  with  the  immediate  question  of 
rent  or  evictions  in  Ireland ;  and  the 
late  Government  did  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  propose  any  special  legislation 
dealing  with  this  question  of  a  temporary 
relief  to  the  tenants;  and  if  we  may 
judge  from  the  reception  which  the 
suggestions  of  my  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
(Mr.  Chamberlain)  received  from  those 
Benches  at  that  time,  the  late  Govern- 
ment would  not  have  been  disposed  to 
give  a  very  favourable  consideration  to 
such  legislation  if  it  had  been  proposed 
by  anybody  else.  As  I  have  pointed 
out  before,  the  action  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment was  entirely  opposed  to  any  idea 
such  as  that  put  forward,  that  judicial 
rents  were  impossible  rents,  or  were 
fixed  on  a  scale  which  made  them  un- 
fair. The  inseparable  connection  which 
the  late  Government  maintained  existed 
between  the  Government  of  Ireland 
measure  and  the  Land  Purchase  Bill 
may  be  at  an  end ;  but  still  my  right 
hon.  Friend  and  his  Colleagues  cannot 
escape  from  the    responsibility  which 
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attaches  to  them  of  having  proposed 
the  latter  measure,  and  they  cannot 
escape  from  the  inferences  which  we 
are  entitled  to  draw  as  to  the  frame  of 
mind  in  which  they  proposed  it.  The 
plan  of  the  Land  Purchase  Bill  was 
founded  upon  the  judicial  rents  which 
had  been  settled  by  the  Land  Commis- 
sion. The  basis  of  the  transaction  which 
the  late  Government  proposed  to  take 
place  between  the  landlords  and  the 
tenants  of  Ireland  and  the  taxpayers  of 
this  country  depended  upon  the  judi- 
cial rents,  where  judicial  rents  existed, 
whether  they  had  been  settled  in  1882, 
1883,  1884,  1885,  or  1886.  Those  judi- 
cial rents  were  to  be  the  basis  of  the 
transaction  ;  and  in  cases  where  judicial 
rents  were  not  found  the  Land  Com- 
mission was  to  take  as  the  basis  of  the 
transaction  a  proportion  between  the 
judicial  rents  settled  in  the  district  and 
Griffith's  valuation.  Therefore,  I  think 
I  am  justified  in  urging  to  the  House 
that  at  that  time,  in  the  opinion  of  my 
right  hon.  Friend,  no  case  existed  for 
the  assertion  that  the  judicial  rents,  or 
any  part  of  them,  had  been  framed  upon 
a  wrong  or  an  excessive  valuation.  As 
I  have  said,  my  right  hon.  Friend  is 
committed  to  this  proposition  only — that 
there  is  need  for  some  temporary  relief 
in  certain  districts;  and  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  admission  made  by  the 
Government  by  the  appointment  of  a 
Commission  there  must  be  a  temporary 
suspension  of  proceedings  for  the  re- 
covery of  rent.  The  details  by  which 
this  measure  is  to  be  worked  out  are  to 
be  settled  in  Committee.  That  appears 
to  me,  Sir,  to  be  an  impossible  pro- 
cedure which  is  suggested  by  my  right 
hon.  Friend.  My  right  hon.  Friend 
does  not,  will  not,  commit  himself  to  the 
details  of  the  plan  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  City  of  Cork.  The  Government 
reject  the  basis  of  the  plan,  and  they 
cannot  be  expected  to  make  themselves 
responsible  for  all  the  alterations  in  the 
details.  My  right  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Newcastle  (Mr.  John  Morley), 
it  is  true,  has  this  evening  suggested 
certain  modifications  of  the  plan  in 
detail;  but  we  do  not  know  whether 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  will  accept  as  a  satisfactory 
scheme  the  Bill  modified  as  proposed  by 
my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Newcastle ;  and  still  less  do  we  know — 
I  should  be  very  much  surprised  if  we 
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heard  it  in  the  course  of  this  eTening^ 
that  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Oity  of 
Cork  and  his  Friends  would  consider 
the  Bill  modified,  as  proposed  by  the 
late  Chief  Secretary,  to  be  a  satisfaotoiy 
solution  of  this  problem.  Sir,  it  eeems 
to  me  that  the  House  is  not  in  a  poaitioii 
to  elaborate  a  new  scheme  in  place  of 
that  which  is  set  before  us  by  tne  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork.  We  mnst 
either  accept  the  main  provisions  of  the 
measure  or  reject  it  altogether.  In  my 
judgment,  the  plan  of  the  hon.  Hemb«r 
for  the  City  of  Cork  is  not  one  which 
any  alteration  in  detail  ought  or  could 
render  acceptable  to  the  House.  In  my 
opinion,  it  is  not  as  it  professes  to  bo- 
as it  is  defended  as  being — simply  a 
Bill  for  arresting  the  process  of  eject- 
ment in  certain  cases.  It  may  far  more 
accurately  be  described,  in  my  judg^ 
ment,  as  a  Bill  for  stopping  altogether 
for  a  time  the  collection  of  rent  aU  OTer 
Ireland,  and  for  making  the  eventual 
collection  of  more  than  one-half  the 
rent  in  Lreland  a  matter  of  extreme 
difficulty.  Let  me  point  out  for  a  mo- 
ment what  the  operation  of  the  Bill 
would  be  in  the  case  of  a  tenant  who  is 
already  considerably  in  arrears,  and  who 
will  next  November  owe  another  half- 
yearns  rent.  Will  that  tenant  under 
til  is  Bill,  or  under  any  modification  in 
detail  introduced  into  it,  have  any  in- 
ducement whatever  to  pay  any  portion 
of  the  rent  accruing  due,  or  of  the 
arrears  due,  to  make  any  payment  what- 
ever to  the  landlord  when  the  next  rent 
day  comes?  It  appears  to  me  that 
under  this  measure  such  a  tenant  would 
only  have  to  refuse  to  pay  altogether — 
to  refuse  to  pay  a  farthing.  He  will 
put  his  landlord  to  his  remedy  of  eject- 
ment. The  landlord  will  have  to  btins 
a  process  of  ejectment  against  him.  It 
will  be  in  his  power  to  suspend  that  pro- 
cess of  ejectment  by  paying  at  the  last  mo- 
ment half  the  arrears  and  half  the  rent ; 
and  whatever  may  be  the  decision  of  the 
Court  when  the  case  comes  before  the 
Court  and  has  been  decided  the  landlord 
will  only  be  able  to  recover  half  those 
arrears ;  the  other  half  of  the  arrears 
and  the  half  of  the  rent  due  would  only 
be  recoverable  by  a  new  process  of  eject- 
ment and  a  new  series  of  legal  proceed- 
ings. It  seems  to  me.  Sir,  that  this  Bill 
offers  a  temptation  to  every  tenant  to 
withhold  the  payment  of  his  rent  until 
the  landlord  has  been  driven  to  take 
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legal  proceedings  against  him.  He  will 
be  able  to  take  that  course  with  perfect 
security  from  the  knowledge  that  he  can 
always  arrest  the  legal  proceedings  of 
his  landlord  by  the  payment  of  half  his 
debt,  and  that  it  will  be  a  matter  of  the 
most  extreme  difficulty  for  his  landlord 
ever  to  recover  the  other  half.  Any 
modification  of  detail  such  as  is  proposed 
by  the  late  Chief  Secretary  will  only 
mitigate,  will  not  remove,  the  funda- 
mental injustice  which  appears  to  me  to 
be  contained  in  the  principle  of  the  mea- 
sure by  placing  an  impediment  in  the 
way  of  the  only  legal  remedy  which  the 
landlord  has  for  recovering  his  rent  in 
the  case  of  every  holding  and  every 
tenancy  in  Ireland.  Sir,  I  say  this  legis- 
lation, as  far  as  I  know,  is  absolutely 
without  precedent  in  the  history  of  all 
our  dealings  with  the  agricultural  inte- 
rest either  in  England  or  Ireland.  Re- 
ference has  been  made  to  the  Arrears 
Act,  and  a  portion  of  a  clause  in  this 
Bill  is,  I  believe,  copied  from  the  Arrears 
Act.  But  the  Arrears  Act  was  legisla- 
tion of  a  totally  different  character.  It 
was  introduced  under  totally  different 
conditions.  It  was  introduced  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  a  fair  start  to  the  Land 
Act  of  1881.  It  was  essentially  of  the 
nature  of  a  compromise — a  compromise 
between  the  landlords,  the  tenants,  and 
the  State ;  and  it  insisted  that  each  should 
make  certain  sacrifices  and  each  obtain 
certain  advantages.  It  had  all  the  ele- 
ments of  a  compromise.  It  was  a  com- 
promise which  was  generally  accepted 
by  all  the  parties  to  it ;  but  in  this  case 
there  are  no  elements  of  a  compromise 
whatever.  The  utmost  the  landlord  can 
secure  immediately  under  this  Bill  is  half 
the  rent  that  is  due  to  him,  whatever  may 
be  the  circumstances  of  his  creditor  ;  and 
great  difficulties  will  be  placed  in  the 
way  of  his  ever  obtaining  any  more. 
The  Government  of  my  right  hon.  Friend 
in  1880,  of  which  I  was  a  Member,  had 
to  deal  with  a  state  of  things  in  some 
respects  similar  to  the  present.  In  1880 
there  was  an  agrarian  crisis  in  Ireland 
of  a  far  more  acute  description  than  any- 
thing which  has  been  proved  to  exist  at 
t  he  present  time.  Parliament  had  already 
taken  various  measures  which  testified 
to  its  conviction  that,  owing  to  a  suc- 
cession of  unprecedentedly  bad  seasons, 
a  serious  state  of  destitution  and  want 
prevailed  in  certain  districts  of  Ireland. 
The  Government  of  my  right  hon.  Friend 


felt  themselves  compelled  to  legislate  in 
reference  to  the  state  of  the  agricultural 
tenant.  Well,  Sir,  in  this  far  more  acute 
agrarian  crisis,  did  the  Government  pro- 
ceed on  any  principle  in  the  slightest 
degree  similar  to  that  which  we  are  now 
asked  to  adopt?  Not  in  the  slightest 
degree.  In  tne  Compensation  for  Dis- 
turbance Bill  my  right  hon.  Friend 
pointed  out  that  there  was  no  such  thing 
contained  in  that  measure  as  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  legal  powers  of  the  landlord 
to  recover  his  rent.  He  pointed  out  that 
every  remedy  which  the  landlord  pos- 
sessed for  the  recovery  of  his  rent  was 
left  entire  and  untouched  by  his  Bill. 
That  Bill  merely  provided  that  in  certain 
districts,  duringa  certain  time,  the  tenant 
should  not  lose  by  eviction  for  non-pay- 
ment of  rent  the  benefit  which  had  been 
conferred  upon  him  by  the  legislation  of 
1 870.  The  tenant  would  receive  no  com- 
pensation under  that  Bill  unless  he  could 
prove — first,  his  inability  to  pay;  se- 
condly, that  that  inability  was  due  to 
recent  visitation  of  bad  seasons ;  thirdly, 
that  the  tenant  was  willing  to  accept 
reasonable  terms;  and,  fourthly,  that 
those  reasonable  terms  had  been  un- 
reasonably refused  by  the  landlords. 
Those  were  the  conditions  which  my 
right  hon.  Friend  at  that  time  thought 
sufficient  to  meet  a  far  more  serious 
agrarian  ci-isls  than  is  admitted  to  exist 
now.  But  what  has  happened  since 
1880  ?  The  position  of  the  tenant  has 
been  enormously  strengthened  and  im- 
proved, and  every  protection  which  it 
was  proposed  by  the  Bill  of  1880  to  con- 
fer upon  the  tenant  is  already  possessed 
by  him  without  any  additional  legisla- 
tion at  all.  What  was  the  idea  in  the 
mind  of  Parliament  at  that  time  of  a 
reasonable  offer  to  be  made  by  the  tenant 
that  the  landlord  ipight  unreasonably 
refuse?  It  was  either  that  he  should 
endeavour  to  agree  with  his  landlord  as 
to  the  terms  of  rent  on  which  he  should 
remain,  or  that  the  landlord  should  per- 
mit him  to  sell  his  interest  in  the  holding, 
and  that  he  should  satisfy  such  portion 
of  the  arrears  as  he  could,  and  he  should 
not  be  turned  out  destitute  into  the 
world.  Well,  but.  Sir,  that  power  of 
selling  his  interest  is  already  possessed 
to  the  fullest  extent  by  the  tenant,  even 
if  he  is  under  process  of  ejectment.  The 
Eeturns  which  have  been  given  to  the 
House  show  that,  even  in  the  present 
depressed   times,    the   interest  of  the 
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tenant  which  he  possesses  is  a  valuable 
interest,  for  whicn  he  is  able,  in  most 
cases,  to  obtain  a  very  considerable  sum ; 
and,  therefore,  I  say  that  the  tenant 
already  possesses,  without  any  special 
legislation  for  the  purpose,  every  power 
for  his  protection  against  unjust  or  harsh 
evictions  which  my  right  hon.  Friend  in 
1880  thought  it  necessary,  by  special 
legislation,  to  confer  upon  him.  Now, 
Sir,  under  these  circumstances,  what  are 
the  reasons  which  would  make  it  neces- 
sary for  the  House  to  adopt  the  proposal 
which  has  been  brought  before  it  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  ?  It 
is  perfectly  true  that  the  language  which 
has  been  used  in  this  House  by  the  hon. 
Member,  both  in  this  and  previous  de- 
bates with  respect  to  the  agrarian  ques- 
tion, has  been  studiously  moderate ;  and 
the  hon.  Member  has  refrained  from 
anything  like  language  which  would  be 
calculated  to  intimidate  or  threaten  Par- 
liament. But,  Sir,  we  have  heard  from 
adherents  of  the  hon.  Member  perfectly 
distinct  intimations  that  the  political 
controversy  on  the  subject  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Ireland  is,  during  the  coming 
autumn  and  winter,  to  be  transferred 
to  the  agrarian  question.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton),  in  a 
speech  in  this  House  not  very  long  ago, 
virtually  adopted  the  language  which 
has  been  used  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Wexford  (Mr.  J.  E.  Eedmond) 
and  Mr.  O'Brien  in  their  speeches  at 
the  Chicago  Convention.  We  have 
been  told  that  the  policy  of  the  Irish 
National  Party  was  to  be  one  of  fight ; 
and  we  were  told  that  during  the  coming 
winter  a  strike  would  be  raised  against 
rents,  which  it  was  asserted  in  6ome 
cases  it  was  impossible  to  pay,  and  in  all 
cases  were  exorbitant.  Well,  Sir,  we 
know  from  the  language  used  that  the 
policy  of  the  Party  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  City  of  Cork  is  to  transform  the 
political  agitation  into  an  agrarian  agita- 
tion during  the  coming  winter,  and  we 
must  be  prei)ared  from  that  knowledge 
for  what  that  knowledge  entails.  It  is 
perfectly  evident  that  it  is  necessary  for 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork 
and  for  his  Party  not  altogether  to 
alienate  Parliamentary  and  popular 
sympathy  in  this  country;  and,  there- 
fore, in  the  struggle  —  the  agrarian 
struggle — which  it  is  the  announced  in- 
tention of  his  lieutenants  to  commence 
in  the  winter,  it  is  obviously  necessary 
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that  some  grounds  should  be  laid  in  this 
House  by  a  proposal,  however  wild, 
however  impracticable,  which  may  ap- 
pear to  offer  an  excuse  for  the  agrarian 
agitation  with  which  we  are  threatened. 
I  quite  admit  that  it  would  be  very 
agreeable  and  pleasant  if,  by  the  accept- 
ance of  any  reasonable  proposal,  we 
could  deprive  the  friends  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  of  the 
weapon  which  they  propose  to  employ 
during  the  autumn  and  winter.  It  would 
also  be  very  agreeable  if  we  could  de- 
vise some  means  by  which  there  might 
be  no  pretence  for  anyone  to  say  that 
the  rights  of  the  landlords  were  being 
harshly  used  over  the  tenants.  I  trust 
that  the  landlords  of  Ireland  will  know 
and  will  remember  what  is  the  respon- 
sibility which  rests  upon  them.  It  is 
admitted  that  many  of  them  have  al- 
ready recognized  the  necessity  which  is 
cast  upon  them,  and  have  made  reason- 
able abatements  in  cases  where  they 
have  appeared  necessary.  But,  Sir,  I 
would  point  out  that  there  is  still  more 
which  some  landlords  in  Ireland  can  do. 
There  are  some  landlords  who  are  in  a 
position  to  use  great  influence  with  their 
neighbours;  and  they  should  not  be 
satisfied  with  making  the  reductions 
which  they  themselves  may  consider  ne- 
cessary in  the  case  of  their  own  rents, 
but  they  may  use  the  influence  which 
they  possess  in  order  to  impress  upon 
others  that  it  is  necessary  for  them,  in 
certain  cases,  to  make  similar  sacrifices. 
Sir,  I  hope  that  those  who  are  in  that 
position  will  use  their  influence  in  that 
direction,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  think 
that  they  will  not  use  that  influence. 
But,  Sir,  however  agreeable  it  may  be 
to  put  into  the  hands  of  some  legal 
tribunal  the  power  which  would  relieve 
us  from  the  possibility  of  a  conflict  be- 
tween the  interests  of  the  landlords  and 
the  interests  of  the  tenants  in  the  coming 
autumn  and  winter,  I  do  not  think  the 
House  will  be  justified  in  dealing  with 
this  question  merely  in  its  political  as- 
pect, and  as  a  move  in  the  political 
game.  The  House  has  to  consider,  first, 
whether  that  which  it  is  proposed  to  do 
is  warranted  by  the  principles  of  justice 
and  equality  between  man  and  man ; 
and  if  it  finds  that  it  is  not  so  justified, 
then  the  House  will  not  be  entitled, 
however  tempting  it  might  be,  to  use  its 
power  for  the  purpose  of  depriving  any 
class  of  the  community  of  rights  guaran- 
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teed  to  them  by  law.  I  canoot  think 
that  even  for  far  stronger  reasons  than 
have  been  laid  before  the  House  it 
would  be  justified  in  accepting  this  mea- 
sure, which,  in  the  absence  of  inquiry 
— in  fact,  on  the  very  eve  of  inquiry — 
will  absolutely  destroy  one  of  the  most 
essential  principles  of  the  settlement  of 
1881 — namely,  the  security  on  one  side 
of  the  statutory  tenancies  which  have 
been  created  for  a  period  of  15  years, 
which  will  deprive  the  landlords  of  the 
rights  which  have  been  left  and  secured 
to  them  by  the  Act  of  1881,  and  will  lay 
down  the  principle  that  in  a  period  of 
agricultural  distress  the  whole  burden, 
the  whole  loss,  is  not  to  be  shared 
among  the  different  classes  affected ; 
but  is  to  be  borne  entirely  and  solely 
by  one  class,  because  that  class  is  not  in 
a  position  to  protect  its  interests  and  its 
rights. 

Mr.  E.  T.  REID  (Dumfries,  &c.)said, 
he  could  not  help  thinking  that  if  the 
noble  Marquess  the  Member  for  Kossen- 
dale  (the  Marquess  of  Hartington)  would 
carry  his  recollection  of  past  events  a 
little  backward,  to  a  period  before  it 
had  become  his  custom  to  whisper  his 
preferences  into  the  ears  of  Conservative 
confidants,  he  thought  the  noble  Mar- 
quess would  recall  that  the  Party  who 
had  followed  him  before,  and  most  of 
whom  now  followed  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian, 
wore  not  accustomed,  for  the  sake  of 
mere  Party  convenience,  knowingly  and 
willingly,  to  sacrifice  the  principles  of 
equity  and  justice  against  any  class 
whatever.  The  noble  Marquess  recom- 
mended them  not  to  accept  the  Bill,  be- 
cause, amongst  other  reasons,  he  said 
they  ought  to  look  for  advice  to  Her 
^Majesty's  Government  in  a  matter  of 
this  importance.  He  (Mr.  Peid)  would 
like  to  know  whether  the  noble  Mar- 
quess had  been  on  this  very  subject 
concerned  in  the  task  of  giving  advice 
to  that  very  Conservative  Government 
whom  he  now  asked  them  to  treat  as 
persons  to  give  advice  ?  The  truth  was 
that  he  was  afraid  the  noble  Marquess 
had  come  to  regard  the  principles  which 
he  had  followed  for  a  considerable  time 
as  lacking  some  of  the  virtues  which 
they  once  possessed  ;  and  because  those 
of  them  who  still  adhered,  erroneously 
perhaps,  but,  at  all  events,  as  they  be- 
lieved, conscientiously  to  those  opinions, 
because  they  could  not  see  through  the 


same  glasses  as  himself,  the  noble  Mar- 
quess said  they  had  lost  some  of  the 
merits  he  saw  in  them  before.  He  (Mr. 
Eeid)  wished  very  shortly  to  state  the 
grounds  on  which  he  was  prepared 
heartily  to  support  the  principle  of  the 
Bill.  And  let  him  first  say  that  he  was 
not  prepared  to  support  all  the  details 
of  it,  and  there  were  some  of  them,  he 
thought  all  would  recognize,  were  ca- 
pable of  great  improvement.  The  crisis 
in  Ireland  at  the  present  time  was,  in 
his  humble  judgment,  quite  as  serious 
as  that  of  1880.  The  Land  League,  de- 
nounced at  that  time,  had  not  the  power 
the  National  League  now  had,  and  it 
would  be  true  to  say  the  National  League 
almost  governed  the  country  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  He  did  not  enter  into  the 
reason  for  that ;  but  the  position  in  Ire- 
land now  was  that  they  had  prices  so 
low  that  he  believed  they  had  not  been 
so  low  for  15  or  20  years,  and  whether 
the  National  League  desired  it  or  not, 
unless  something  were  done  in  reference 
to  the  present  highly -fixed  rents,  settled 
as  they  were  by  Act  of  Parliament,  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  evictions 
where  rents  were  impossible,  he  be- 
lieved a  serious  state  of  things  would 
arise  in  the  course  of  thQ  coming  winter. 
Let  him  ask — for  the  question  was  one 
the  House  ought  to  consider — was  it 
established  as  a  fact  that  prices  were 
such  that  the  rents  could  not  be  paid  ? 
Not  in  all  cases,  but  in  a  large  and  ap- 
preciable number  of  them.  The  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  (Mr. 
Pamell)  that  the  prices  were  exceed- 
ingly low  was  not  questioned  either  by 
the  noble  Marquess  or  the  Members  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government ;  indeed,  the 
noble  Marquess  went  so  far  as,  in  a 
very  eloquent  passage,  to  entreat  the 
landlords  in  Ireland  to  be  moderate  and 
temperate  in  the  use  of  their  power,  and 
to  exhibit  forbearance  to  the  tenants 
who  were  unable  to  pay  their  rents. 
The  noble  Marquess  seemed  to  little 
appreciate  how  that  cut  away  the 
ground  of  his  own  contention  when  he 
said  there  was  no  crisis  in  Ireland  in 
which  the  people  were  unable  to  pay 
their  rents.  The  hon.  Member  for  Cam- 
bridge (Mr.  Penrose  Fitzgerald),  who 
moved  the  Amendment,  made  a  similar 
appeal,  and  during  his  speech  compared 
the  prices  of  1885  with  those  of  1852; 
but  he  took  extremely  good  care  not  to 
go  through  the  prices  obtained  at  various 
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times  during  the  last  10  or  15  years, 
knowing  perfectly  well  that  if  he  had 
done  so  it  would  have  appeared  that 
prices  were  ruinously  low  at  the  present 
time.  It  had,  he  thought,  been  shown 
that  the  situation  was  such  as  to  justify 
the  introduction  of  a  Bill  of  this  excep- 
tional character ;  and  the  Government, 
at  any  rate,  must  be  in  possession  of 
confidential  Eeports  sent  to  them  from 
all  the  best  authorities  in  Ireland.  The 
House  was  aware  of  one  communication 
from  Sir  Redvers  BuUer,  who.  having 
been  sent  on  a  mission,  into  the  particu- 
lars of  which  he  (Mr.  Reid)  would 
rather  not  enter,  had  thought  it  part 
of  his  duty  to  write  the  Government 
that  **  throughout  Kerry  and  Clare 
the  rents  uniformly  were  too  high.'* 
['•When?"  **  Where?"]  He  could 
assert  only  what  he  believed  to  be  stated 
in  that  House.  [^Cries  q/'**By  whom?"] 
The  Question  was  put  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  West  Belfast  (Mr.  Sexton)  to 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  whether  it 
was  not  the  case  that  Sir  Redvers  Buller 
had  written  a  Report,  in  which  he  said 
that  the  rents  in  Kerry  and  Clare  uni- 
formly were  too  high  ?  and  the  answer 
was— **  Yes,  Sir."  [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour: 
No.]  He  at  once  accepted  the  correc- 
tion. He  was  not  himself  in  the  House 
at  the  time.  He  presumed  that  no  hon. 
Member  remained  in  the  House  through- 
out the  whole  of  every  Sitting ;  and  one 
must  be  excused  in  trusting  in  some 
measure  to  reports  in  the  newspapers. 
He  would,  of  course,  not  pursue  the 
subject  for  a  moment;  but  that  did  not 
in  the  least  affect  the  argument  he  was 
entering  upon.  This,  however,  he  would 
say — that  he  held  the  Government  were 
in  possession  of  private  information  ne- 
cessarily upon  this  subject,  not  obtained 
specially,  but  information  which  came 
to  them  in  the  course  of  their  ofhcial 
duty.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Gibson),  and  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  opposite  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Matthews),  addressed  elaborate  and  most 
powerful  arguments  against  this  Bill, 
dealing  with  details,  and  also  with  the 
criticisms  that  had  been  made  on  the 
Opposition  side  of  the  House ;  but  he  j 
did  not  hear  either  of  these  hon.  and 
learned  Gentlemen,  nor  had  he  heard 
any  Member  of  the  Government,  with 
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all  the  information  whicli  was  neces- 
sarily at  their  disposal,  say,  on  hia  re- 
sponsibility, what  they  might  very  easily 
say  if  it  was  true,  that,  in  their  judg- 
ment, the  situation  had  not  arisen  in 
which  there  was  an  impossibility  or  a 
general  inability  to  pay  rents  in  Ireland. 
He  considered  the  House  was  entitled 
to  have  from  the  Government,  who  were 
in  possession  of  all  the  information  on 
the  subject,  a  statement  whether  or  not, 
according  as  their  information  went,  it 
was  the  fact  that,  in  many  cases,  the  fall 
of  prices  had  prevented  the  rent  firom 
being  payable  in  different  parts  of  Ire- 
laud  ?  Those  were  the  grounds  which 
led  him  to  think  that,  almost  by  admis- 
sion, there  had  been  established  a  seri- 
ous case,  in  which  some  interposition  and 
some  relief  were  necessary.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Sleaford 
(Mr.  Chaplin)  had  described  the  two 
nostrums  by  the  application  of  which 
the  Tory  Party  were  going  to  give  what- 
ever relief  was  required.  The  first  of 
these  was  the  payment  of  their  rents  by 
the  State.  The  other  was  the  protection 
of  articles  of  food,  so  as  to  raise  prices 
to  such  an  extent  as  would  enable  the 
tenants  to  pay  their  rents.  Such  sug- 
gestions were  not  deserving  of  serious 
consideration  ;  and,  therefore,  he  would 
pass  on,  without  discussing  them,  to  a 
consideration  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill,  to  which  he  would  refer  for  the 
purpose  of  meeting  an  argument  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, and  of  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Member  for  Rossendale.  It  had  been 
urged,  both  by  the  noble  Marquess  and 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman, 
that  to  interfere  with  the  statutory  rents 
before  the  expiration  of  the  15  years 
that  were  requisite  under  the  operation 
of  the  Act  of  1881  was  a  breach  of  good 
faith  and  a  violation  of  the  principle  of 
that  Act.  But,  in  his  (Mr.  Reid's)  judg- 
ment, this  Bill  was  a  necessary  comple- 
ment of  the  Act  of  18H1  ;  and  either  it 
or  some  Bill  of  the  same  kind,  if  closely 
looked  at,  was  essential  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  out  the  true  principle  of  the 
Act  of  1881.  What  was  the  principle 
of  that  Act  ?  It  was  that  Parliament, 
from  long  experience  of  the  unhappy  re- 
lations between  Irish  landlords  and  ten- 
ants, had  found  that  they  could  not 
allow  the  landlord  and  tenant  in  Ireland 
to  make  their  own  bargain  in  regard  to 
the  matter  of  rent ;  and  that  it  was  fiir 
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the  interest  of  the  public  and  the  State 
that  the  tenant  should  be  protected  by 
not  being  liable  to  pay  more  than  a  fair 
rent — one  which  would   enable  him  to 
live  in  decency  and  moderate  comfort. 
Now,   circumstances  had  arisen,  if  his 
view  of  the  facts  was  right,  which  had 
made  that  which  originally  was  a  fair 
rent  to  become  an  unfair  rent  in  every 
sense  of  the  word ;  and  it  was  a  corollary 
of  the  Act  of  1 881  that  Parliament  should 
step  in  and  prevent  the  landlord  insist- 
ing on  being  paid  an  exorbitant  rent. 
He  quite  agreed  that  it  might  be   a 
hardship  to  the  landlords ;  but,  so  far  as 
the  tenant  was  concerned,  could  there  be 
anything  clearer  than  this — that  if  it  was 
unfair  to  the  tenant  to  pay  by  open  con- 
tract too  large  a  rent  in  1881,  and  if  it 
was  contrary  to  the  interests  of  the  public 
that  that  should  be  permitted  in  1881, 
how  could  it  become  fair  to  him,  or  re- 
concilable with  the  true  interests  of  the 
public,  that  in  1886  he  should  pay  a  rent 
which,  in  point  of  fact,  was  not  a  fair 
rent,  merely  because  there  had  been  a 
statutory  fair  rent  fixed  in  the  meantime  ? 
It  so  happened  that  the  fall  of  prices 
had  made  the  rents  too  high  in  many 
cases.     He  quite  agreed  that  it  might 
have  been  that  prices  had  risen  instead 
of  fallen ;  and  he  thought  it  was  possible 
that  prices  might  hereafter  rise  above 
the  level  upon   which   the  rents  when 
fixed  were  based.     It  seemed  to  him,  in 
that  case,  that  if  they  interfered  with 
rents  by  reason  of  the  prices  being  too 
low,  there  would  be  no  answer  if  they 
wore  asked  to  interfere  with  a  fixed  rent 
in  the  event  of  prices  becoming  higher. 
For  that  reason  he  thought  it  was  also 
a  necessary  corollary,  even  to  the  tem- 
porary Bill  introduced  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cork,  that  it  would  follow  that 
they  ought  to  have  a  more  frequent  re- 
vision of  rents  in  Ireland  than  every  15 
years,  in  order  to  have  statutory  rents 
either   adjusted  by  a   sliding   scale  or 
more    commonly   adjusted.     With    the 
principle  of  the   Bill   he   agreed   most 
heartily.      Ho,    however,    thought    the 
measure    required  a  good  deal  of  im- 
provement ;  and  he  thought,  also,  if  the 
Government  did  not  venture  upon  that 
course,   which  he  believed,  if  they  did 
venture  upon,  would  be  fatal  to  them — 
namely,  a  course  of  buying  out  the  Irish 
landlords    out    of    the   8tate  funds — a 
scheme  he  had  always  opposed — if  the 
Grovernment  abstained  from  that,  and 


next  Session  endeavoured  to  see  that 
rents  should  really  be  fair,  so  that  when 
prices  were  good  the  landlord  would 
get  more,  and  when  the  prices  were  bad 
the  tenant  would  pay  less,  he  believed 
by  that  means  even  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  the  Bill  would  be  perfectly  free 
from  any  injury  to  the  landlords.  In 
the  inflamed  condition  of  Irish  feeling, 
he  thought  it  was  hopeless  to  trust  to 
the  voluntary  action  of  Irish  landlords 
for  the  preservation  of  good  feeling  and 
quiet.  He  did  not,  however,  wish  to  be 
uncharitable  to  Irish  landlords.  Al- 
though there  were  some  bad  landlords, 
he  did  not  believe  that,  as  a  body,  they 
were  worse  than  their  predecessors.  He 
would  not  apply  to  them  the  language 
which  the  Earl  of  Clare  applied  to  their 
predecessors,  when  he  said  their  occupa- 
tion was  to  grind  to  powder  the  tenants 
on  their  estates.  He  did  not  wish  to 
make  any  sweeping  assertion  against 
Irish  landlords ;  but  everyone  knew  that 
some  among  them  had  been  very  guilty 
of  shortcomings  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty  to  their  tenants.  As  he  had  be* 
fore  observed,  the  noble  Marquess  the 
Member  for  Eossendale  had  made  a 
very  strong  appeal  to  Irish  landlords. 
But  it  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  Eeid)  a  great 
anomaly  that  the  late  Government,  of 
which  the  noble  Marquess  was  one  of 
the  most  trusted  and  respected  Leaders, 
should  have  passed  a  Bill  which  was 
based  on  the  assumption  that  Irish  land- 
lords were  not  to  be  trusted  in  their  deal- 
ings with  their  tenants ;  and  that  they 
should,  nevertheless,  be  expected  to  hope 
for  unprecedented  forbearance  during 
the  coming  winter  from  those  landlordsin 
answer  to  the  appeals  of  the  noble  Mar- 
quess. It  was  also  an  unfortunate  thing, 
but  he  believed  it  to  be  the  fact,  that  the 
Government  of  this  country  had  become 
very  unpopular,  chiefly  because  it  liad 
been  regarded  by  the  Irish  people  as 
the  collectors  of  rent  for  Irish  landlords. 
Speaking  without  any  Party  feeling,  he 
would  regret  if  the  Bill  were  rejected 
and  no  substitute  put  in  his  place,  be- 
cause he  was  afraid  it  would  be  regarded 
by  the  people  of  Ireland  as  only  another 
proof  that  the  way  in  which  the  Irish 
best  and  most  thoroughly  knew  the  Go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain  was  as  a  rent- 
collecting  Government. 

Colonel  KING-HAEMAN  (Kent, 
Isle  of  Thanet)  said,  he  did  not  re- 
coUeot  that  he  had  ever  heard  a  BiU 
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brought  forward  in  that  House  so 
'^  damned  with  faint  praise "  as  the 
measure  they  were  then  discussing  had 
been  in  the  speeches  made  by  its  pro- 
fessed supporters,  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Gladstone) 
downwards.  In  his  opinion  the  principle 
of  the  measure  was  entirely  erroneous, 
and  it  was  based  on  misconception  and 
misrepresentation.  What  was  really 
wanted  in  Ireland  was  not  a  further  re- 
duction of  rent,  but  the  suppression  of 
the  National  League ;  and  he  believed 
the  latter  course  would  be  the  outcome 
of  the  inquiry  which  the  Government 
were  about  to  make.  Lord  Spencer's 
Government  had  dealt  with  the  Land 
League  so  eiiectually  that  it  had  dis- 
appeared and  hidden  itself  for  weeks 
and  months,  and  only  emerged  cautiously 
and  branch  by  branch  in  the  name  of 
the  National  League.  It  ought  to  have 
been  strangled  in  its  infancy ;  but,  un- 
fortunately, it  had  been  allowed  to  con- 
tinue its  growth  until  now  it  was  so 
strong,  and  its  influence  so  great,  that 
he  believed  such  evidence  would  be 
forthcoming  of  the  strength  and  nature 
of  its  evil  influences  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  compelled  to  put  it  down 
as  Lord  Spencer  had  put  down  the  Land 
League.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
late  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Morley)  had  made  a  statement  that 
prices  of  produce  had  fallen  so  low  as  to 
render  the  payment  of  rent  in  Ireland 
in  many  cases  impossible ;  that  state- 
ment had  boon  challenged,  and  the  right 
hon.  Member  had  promised  to  prove  it 
before  ho  concluded;  but  he  had  sat 
down  without  doing  so.  The  right  hon. 
Member  had,  indeed,  tried  to  show, 
with  reference  to  the  rise  in  tho  price 
of  wool,  that  there  had  been  a  poor  clip 
in  Ireland  in  1885,  and  that,  conse- 
quently, the  rise  of  price  would  not 
affect  the  Irish  farmers  to  any  great 
extent.  Surely  tho  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  aware  that  a  rise  in  the  price 
of  wool  was  hailed  with  the  greatest 
satisfaction  by  agriculturists  as  usually 
preceding  a  general  improvement  in 
trade  and  prices.  [^Laughter,']  Hon. 
Gentlemen  below  the  Gangway  opposite 
laughed ;  but  he  doubted  whether  they 
knew  very  much  about  it.  He  held  in 
his  hand  a  telegram,  from  a  gentleman 
whose  word  was  to  be  taken  implicitly, 
which  had  arrived  that  evening  from 
Skibbereen — a  district  where  there  was 
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as  much  distress  as  anywhere — and  it 
spoke  of  the  fair  held  there  yesterday. 
It  said — 

"  The  fair  was  in  every  respect  a  great  im- 
provement on  recent  fairs.  Largest  attenduice 
of  buyers  seen  for  three  years.  Splendid  sapply 
and  brisk  demand,  exceeding  all  anticipations. 
Milch  cows  averaged  £14  ;  on  the  whole,  very 
satisfactory  and  cheering  to  farmers.*' 

He  had  been  trying  to  ascertain  firom 
the  portions  of  Ireland  which  he  knew 
best  what  the  state  of  affaire  exactly 
was  in  the  West  and  in  the  centre  of 
Ireland.  The  hon.  Member  for  Cork 
(Mr.  Parnell)  spoke  of  the  potato  blight 
as  having  broken  out  with  g^reat  severity. 
The  accounts  which  he  (Colonel  King- 
Harman)  had  from  Longford,  Boacom- 
mon,  Sligo,  and  Westmeath,  agreed 
that  the  potato  and  oat  crops  were  noTer 
better.  In  Sligo,  especially,  oats  were 
a  splendid  crop,  even  on  the  mountain 
side,  and  in  places  where  it  had  been 
more  or  less  a  failure  for  the  last  four 
or  five  years.  Hay  was  in  such  pro- 
fusion in  Sligo  that  it  was  being  shipped 
in  large  quantities  to  England,  leaving 
sufficient  supply  in  the  county,  and  at  a 
better  price  than  it  had  been  for  some 
years  past.  At  Longford  butter  was 
selling  at  \\d,  per  lb.,  and  oats  fetched 
\U,  per  barrel  of  14  stone.  Now,  the 
only  argument  adduced  in  support  of 
this  Bill  was  the  inability  of  the  tenants 
to  pay  the  judicial  rents  consequent  on 
the  depreciation  of  prices ;  but  in  face 
of  the  facts  he  had  adduced  he  could 
not  imagine  how  that  contention  could 
be  made  g^od.  He  perfectly  agreed 
that  prices  were  very  much  lower  than 
they  were  in  1874,  which  was  the  culmi- 
nation of  a  number  of  good  seasons — 
good  alike  in  produce  and  in  prices. 
He  remembered  that  in  1874  beef  sold 
at  80«.  per  cwt. — he  sold  it  at  that  price 
himself — but  he  did  not  remember  that 
the  landlords  in  Ireland  raised  their 
rents  in  consequence.  On  the  contrair, 
what  they  learnt  and  what  they  could 
prove  was  this—that  between  ltt40  and 
1880  rents  were  raised  in  England  by 
23  per  cent,  in  Wales  by  34  per  cent. 
and  in  Scotland  by  49  per  cent ;  whereas 
in  Ireland  they  were  absolutely  dimi- 
nished during  the  same  period,  and  how 
much  further  they  were  cut  down  bj  the 
Act  of  1881  hon.  Members  opposite 
knew  as  well  as  he  did ;  but,  takioff  the 
statements  of  the  hon.  Member  iorOoKk 
as  accurate,  it  was  from  18  to  22  per 
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Very  little  liad  been  said  on  his  own 
side  of  the  House,  and  nothing  at  all  on 
the  other,  to  answer  this  extraordinary 
fact,  which  was  adduced  quite  early 
in  the  debate.  If  the  agricidtural  ten- 
ants were  in  this  miserable  pauperized 
condition  that  they  were  represented 
to  be  in ;  if  they  were  absolutely  un- 
able, as  one  hon.  Member  stated,  to 
support  themselves  in  common  de- 
cency ;  if  they  were  quite  unable  to 
pay  the  reduced  rents,  how  was  it 
that  they  were  able  to  give  such  enor- 
mous prices  for  the  goodwill  of  their 
neighbours'  holdings  directly  vacancies 
occurred  ?  One  ounce  of  fact  was  worth 
a  bushel  of  theory,  and  he  would  give 
the  hon.  Gentleman  an  ounce  of  fact 
with  regard  to  this  particular  question. 
Only  yesterday  he  telegraphed  to  his 
agent  with  regard  to  the  selection  of  one 
of  two  tenants,  who  had  both  offered 
full  sums  for  the  goodwill  of  a  farm 
coterminous  with  theirs.  It  was  a  small 
farm,  the  rent  of  which  was  £32.  The 
adjoining  tenants  were  not  men  who  had 
been  in  America  and  made  their  money 
there,  and  who  had  come  back  with  the 
insane  desire  of  giving  about  16  times 
the  value  of  what  the  holding  ought  to 
be.  They  were  small  farmers  who  had 
made  their  money  by  farming  in  Ireland, 
and  in  no  other  way  ;  and  either  of  these 
men,  in  order  to  become  the  tenant  of 
that  small  farm,  offered  £l70  in  hard 
cash.  Besides  that,  when  he  doubted  the 
bona  fides  of  one  of  them,  both  of  them  came 
into  the  estate  office,  and  each  deposited 
before  the  agent  £170.  And  these  were 
the  downtrodden  and  oppressed  people 
who,  according  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork  and  his  Friends,  could  not  feed 
themselves  and  pay  their  rents,  and  to 
protect  whom  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway  were  pressing  the  Government 
to  assent  to  this  Bill,  and  to  banish 
political  economy  even  further  than 
Jupiter  and  Saturn  —  he  supposed  to 
Uranus  or  some  undiscovered  planet. 
Now,  he  put  it  to  the  House,  had  any 
case  been  made  out  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  brought  in  the  Bill,  showing 
any  destitution  in  Ireland  that  would 
warrant  such  a  measure  as  this?  lie 
asked  hon.  Gentlemen  to  remember  that 
whilst  English  farmers  had  suffered  se- 
verely by  live  bad  years  since  1879,  and 
by  a  heavy  depreciation  of  wheat,  in 
Ireland  farmers  had  had  a  succession 
of  four  or  five  exceedingly  good  years. 


[Laughter,']  Hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway  laughed ;  but  he  appealed  to 
those  above  the  Gangway  to  listen  to 
him  without  prejudice,  and  not  to  dis- 
believe him,  simply  because  he  happened 
to  be  a  landlord.  He  referred  them  for 
proof  of  his  assertion  to  the  Reports  of 
the  Registrar  General,  which  could  be 
obtained  in  the  Library ;  and  on  con- 
sulting them  they  would  find  that  what 
he  said  was  backed  up  by  figures  and 
facts  which  he  defied  hon.  Members  be- 
low the  Gangway  to  contradict.  The 
Irish  landlords  did  not  want  anything 
exacting  or  harsh.  He  saw  no  reason 
why  it  should  be  supposed  that  Irish 
landlords  were  bigger  fools  than  Eng- 
lish landlords,  or  that  they  wanted  to 
evict  their  tenants  and  turn  them  out 
upon  the  roadside,  or  to  send  them  to 
the  workhouse,  and  thereby  raise  the 
rates,  which  they  themselves  must  pay. 
They  wanted  to  keep  their  people  quite 
as  much  as  English  landlords  did,  and 
in  many  parts  more ;  because  there  the 
soil  was  only  fit  for  spade  husbandry; 
and,  if  only  for  pecuniary  reasons,  they 
would  wish  to  keep  the  tenants  upon  it. 
The  fact  really  was  that  all  these  cries 
had  been  got  up,  and  were  being  kept 
up,  with  one  object.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were 
at  that  moment  rejoicing  at  the  good 
weather  that  was  now  prevailing  in  Ire- 
land —  [**  Oh,  oh  !  "]  —  as  the  farmers 
were.  He  remembered  that  in  1879 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  addressed 
a  meeting  of  farmers  and  labourers  in 
Tipperary  at  a  time  when  the  rain  was 
pouring  down  in  great  quantity,  and  the 
heavens  were  overcast  by  tempestuous 
clouds,  and,  telling  them  about  the  re- 
duction of  rent  which  he  intended  to 
bring  about,  ho  expressed  his  pleasure 
at  the  wet  weather  which  prevailed,  and 
remarked — **The  heavens  are  with  uf." 
He  remembered  also  how  that  extra- 
ordinary sentiment  was  flashed  across 
Ireland  from  one  end  to  the  other,  and 
how  the  opinion  was  engendered  that 
the  hon.  Member  blessed  the  bad  weather 
then  because  it  gave  hiin  an  accession 
of  power ;  and  very  probably  his  Party 
were  now  regretting  the  fine  weather 
with  which  Providence  had  blessed  Ire- 
land during  the  last  few  days.  [''Oh, 
oh !  "J  The  hon.  Member  for  Cork  had 
made  a  great  many  rash  observations. 
He  was  sorry  the  hon.  Member  was  not 
in  his  place;  but  he  very  seldom  was. 
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The  hon.  Member  put  out  his  figures 
very  glibly,  but  not  quite  so  accurately 
as  could  be  wished.  For  instance,  he 
stated  that  there  were  500,000  small 
tenants  in  Ireland  the  rents  of  whose 
holdings  would  be  less  than  the  cost  of  a 
process  of  eviction  —  namely,  £2  16«. 
The  Government  Eetums,  on  the  other 
hand,  showed  that  the  total  number  of 
tenants  whose  holdings  were  less  than 
five  acres,  which  would  be  about  the 
equivalent  of  £2  16«.,  was  only  105,600. 
Moreover,  many  of  these  tenants  had 
shops  and  other  avocations,  and  were  by 
no  means  dependent  upon  their  land. 
He  asked  the  House  not  to  rely  upon 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cork's  figures,  un- 
less they  were  verified  by  the  official  Re- 
turns. Another  point  which  the  House 
should  consider  was  that  if  the  Irish 
tenants  did  get  lower  prices  for  their 
produce,  they  had  to  pay  wonderfully 
less  for  their  chief  articles  of  consump- 
tion. Flour  had  fallen  33  per  cent  during 
the  last  three  years.  American  flour 
was  selling  at  any  Irish  port  at  9«.  6(f. 
per  100  lbs. — that  was,  a  little  over 
1^.  a  lb.,  and  Indian  corn  had  reached  a 
lowest  price  on  record — namely,  20«.  'Id, 
per  quarter,  and  there  was  always  an 
unlimited  supply  of  it  in  the  country. 
He  asked  the  House  whether,  with  pota- 
toes plentiful,  oats  a  better  crop  than 
ever  before,  with  a  rise  in  almost  every 
description  of  produce,  and  with  food 
cheaper  than  ever  before,  this  was  a  time 
that  Gentlemen  from  Ireland  should  come 
to  that  House,  and  ask  it  to  pass,  as  a 
matter  of  urgency,  such  a  Bill  as  this ; 
and  he  contended  that  it  was  a  measure 
which,  if  the  House  had  time  to  con- 
sider it,  no  business  man  would  support. 
He  hoped  that,  with  the  facts  and  figures 
before  them  which  he  had  stated,  hon. 
Gentlemen  would  do  nothing  of  the 
kind.  They  knew  perfectly  well  what 
the  meaning  of  it  was.  Something  must 
be  done  to  foster  and  foment  and  keep 
up  the  agitation,  and  something  must 
bo  done  to  show  the  Irish  people — at 
least,  that  unfortunate  part  of  them  that 
submitted  to  be  duped  by  agitators  and 
by  those  who  lod  them  astray  for  their 
own  selfish  interests — that  the  English 
people  and  the  British  Parliament  would 
not  listen  to  them.  A  case  of  dire  dis- 
tress, if  it  were  true,  which  it  was  not. 
had  been  set  before  the  House  ;  but  he 
asked  the  House  not  to  take  for  granted 
the  truth  of  such  statements,  and  not  to 
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support  a  measure  which  was  entirdy 
opposed  to  political  economy,  and  whicm 
was  not  wanted.  He  particularly  ap- 
pealed to  the  English  and  Scotch  Libe- 
rals, as  men  of  common  sense,  not  to  be 
persuaded  into  following  the  bon.  Mem- 
ber for  Clork  into  the  Lobby;  and  he 
trusted  that  the  number  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers comprised  in  that  following  would 
be  exceedingly  small  when  the  division 
was  taken. 

Mb.  WALLACE  (Edinburgh,  E.) 
said,  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  express- 
ing, as  a  Member  wholly  unconnected 
with  Ireland,  a  few  reasons  which  bad 
induced  him  to  give  a  hearty  support  to 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill.  He  did 
so,  first  of  all,  because  he  was  unable  to 
see  how  it  was  possible  to  carry  out  the 
principle  of  the  legislation  of  1881  with- 
out this  Bill,  or  something  in  the  nature 
of  it.  That  legislation  was  legislation 
distinctly  for  the  protection  of  the  ten- 
ant. At  that  time  the  landlord  needed 
no  protection,  but  the  tenant  did ;  and 
the  spirit  of  the  Act  of  1881,  as  well  as 
the  legislation  that  preceded  it,  was 
for  the  protection  of  the  tenant.  That 
was  its  essential  character,  for  the  Act 
provided  that,  during  the  continuance 
of  a  statutory  term,  a  tenant  should  not 
be  compelled  to  pay  a  higher  rent  than 
was  fixed  at  the  commencement  of  the 
term.  Nothing  was  said  about  satisfy- 
ing the  rights  of  the  landlord  to  exact  a 
higher  rent.  The  mistake  made  by 
many  hon.  Members  opposite  was  that 
they  regarded  the  rent,  of  which  the 
Act  of  1881  spoke,  simply  as  what  one 
might  call  an  ''arithmetical"  rent,  and 
not  as  an  ''equitable  "rent,  and  there  was 
a  very  great  distinction  between  these 
emphases  of  the  term.  The  rent  spoken 
of  by  the  act  of  1881  was  a  ''fair  rent," 
determined  by  the  Court,  *'  considering 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  hold- 
ing, and  the  district."  He  wished  es- 
pecially to  direct  attention  to  the  ex- 
pression, "  considering  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  the  holding,  and  the 
district."  Since  the  legislation  of  1870 
the  word  "  fair,"  as  applied  to  rent, 
meant  that,  whatever  became  of  the 
share  of  the  produce  that  went  to  the 
landlord,  out  of  that  produce,  if  it  were 
possible,  the  tenant  must  have  hia  own 
porsonal  subsistence,  and  also  the  means 
of  continuing  his  capacity  for  cultivating 
the  soil.  Prior  to  1 870  that  was  not  reoog- 
nizcd  as  the  correct  distribution  of  the 
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produce  of  the  soil ;  but  the  Legislature 
at  that  time  accepted  and  settled  thatprin- 
ciple,  and  it  was  now  too  late  to  question 
it,  unless  they  were  prepared  to  repeal 
all  the  legislation  that  began  in  1870. 
He  submitted  that  a  rent  that  was  to 
be  arrived  at  by  considering  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  and  to  be  con- 
tinued for  15  years,  could 'not  be  fair 
unless  an  unexpected  and  exceptional 
fall  in  agricultural  prices  was  one  of  the 
elements  taken  into  consideration  ;  and 
no  one  would  say  that  a  positive  and 
exceptional  fall  was  not  one  of  the 
circumstances  which  it  was  intended 
should  be  taken  into  account.  It  also 
appeared  to  him  that  an  exceptional  fall 
in  agricultural  prices  was  exactly  one 
of  those  circumstances  that  could  not  be 
taken  into  consideration  beforehand, 
because  it  could  not  be  foreseen.  It 
could  only  be  taken  into  consideration 
by  a  body  of  Commissioners  composed 
of  prophets,  and  prophets  were  not  al- 
ways at  hand.  The  Legislature  had, 
therefore,  put  itself  in  the  paradoxical 
position  of  expecting  the  Commissioners 
to  expect  the  unexpected.  But  if  all  the 
circumstances  had  not  been  considered 
the  rent  was  not  a  fair  one,  and  the 
Legislature  must  correct  the  miscarriage 
of  its  own  machinery,  if  it  intended  to 
carry  out  its  original  promise.  That  was 
not  only  justified,  but  demanded,  by  the 
legislation  of  1881  ;  and  even  if  it  were 
not  80,  it  was  completely  justified  by  the 
legislation  of  1 870.  At  the  time  of  the 
passage  of  the  Land  Act  of  1870  the 
landlords  had  a  right,  by  the  Common 
Law,  to  whatever  rent  they  were  able 
to  exact  by  means  of  unlimited  competi- 
tion from  their  unfortunate  tenants,  just 
as  now  they  said  that  they  had  a  right 
by  statute  to  a  judicial  rent  for  15  years. 
He  did  |not  see  why  a  statutory  right 
should  bo  more  sacred  than  a  Common 
Law  right.  The  practical  question  to 
him  was  the  question  whether  there  had 
been  this  unexpected  and  exceptional 
fall  in  agricultural  prices.  He  had  lis- 
tened with  great  attention  to  the  discus- 
sion on  both  sides,  and  the  impression 
made  upon  his  mind  was  very  strongly 
in  the  direction  of  a  belief  that  this  fall 
liad  taken  place,  and,  possibly,  had  not 
yet  reached  its  termination — that  it  had 
been  a  serious  fall,  and  one  that  the 
Legislature  could  not  with  propriety 
disregard.  He  was  not  going  to  dis- 
cuss the  statistics,   because  there  was 


evidence  before  him  which  was  better 
than  statistics — namely,  the  testimony 
of  persons  of  experience,  whom  they 
believed  to  know  fully  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  and  in  whose  veracity 
and  trustworthiness  they  could  place 
confidence.  They  had  here  a  combina- 
tion of  three  very  remarkable  classes  of 
witnesses,  who  were  equally  well  quali- 
fied, and  who  all  agreed  in  the  same 
testimony.  They  had  the  testimony  of 
the  Representatives  of  Ireland,  of  the 
landloras  of  Ireland,  and  of  those  who 
acted  as  umpires  between  the  tenantry 
and  the  landlords — namely,  the  Land 
Commissioners.  When  he  found  all 
these  witnesses  conspiring  in  one  testi- 
mony, the  efiect  left  on  his  mind  was 
that  of  absolute  conviction.  There  could 
be  no  doubt  that  hon.  Members  from 
Ireland  stated  most  distinctly  that  there 
had  been  a  very  serious  and  exceptional 
fall  in  prices.  Although  hon.  Members 
opposite  might  refuse  to  take  their  tes- 
timony, yet  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  the  Irish  Members  were  competent 
to  give  an  opinion,  each  as  to  his  own 
district.  He  also  differed  entirely  from 
hon.  Members  opposite  in  having  full 
confidence  in  the  trustworthiness  of  the 
Irish  Members;  but  he  rejected  at  once, 
as  unworthy  of  consideration,  the  repre- 
sentation he  heard,  and  had  seen  given, 
of  these  hon.  Gentlemen  as  simply  a 
company  of  venal  agitators,  animated 
by  their  own  selfish  purposes,  and  as 
having  no  real  love  for  their  country ; 
their  real  anxiety  being,  it  was  said, 
to  humiliate  England,  and  to  exalt 
themselves.  He  had  studied  closely  the 
public  utterances  and  the  public  action 
of  hon.  Members  from  Ireland ;  and  he 
had  been  deeply  impressed,  not  only 
with  their  eminent  ability,  but  with  their 
general  honesty  of  purpose,  the  genuine- 
ness of  their  patriotism,  their  dutiful 
attention  to  the  claims  of  their  country, 
and  their  courageous  pertinacity  in 
bringing  forward  their  grievances  in 
the  face  of  great  discouragement  and 
opposition.  Believing  both  their  compe- 
tence and  their  trustworthiness,  he  was 
satisfied  to  accept  their  testimony,  and 
did  not  require  statistics.  With  regard 
to  the  right  of  the  Irish  Members  to 
speak  on  behalf  of  the  Irish  nation, 
while  not  claiming  infallibility  for  the 
people  on  all  occasions  and  on  all  mat- 
ters, yet  he  thought  that  on  all  occa- 
sions, when  not  overborne  by  force,  or 
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beguiled  by  fraud  and  misrepresentation, 
the  verdict  of  the  people  might  be  re- 
garded as  one  of  wisdom  and  yeracity, 
and  safely  acted  upon,  and  he  was 
bound  to  regard  them  as  the  mouth- 
piece of  the  Irish  nation  in  this  matter. 
Then  he  had  the  testimony  of  the  land- 
lords of  Ireland,  which  was  all  the  more 
valuable  that  it  agreed  with  that  of 
those  who  spoke  the  words  and  beliefs 
of  the  Irish  people.  Hon.  Members  op- 
posite, while,  on  the  one  hand,  they 
denied  that  it  was  impossible  for  the 
tenants  to  pay  judicial  rents,  and  en- 
deavoured to  show  that  there  had  been 
no  fall  in  prices,  and,  therefore,  that 
there  was  no  necessity  for  intervening 
in  the  interest  of  the  tenant,  always 
finished  up  by  asking,  on  the  other,  that 
they,  the  landlords  of  Ireland,  might 
be  trusted  to  do  all  that  was  right  in 
remitting  such  portion  of  the  rents  as 
they  might  think  fit;  because,  on  ac- 
count of  that  fall  of  prices  which  they 
had  before  been  industriously  denying, 
they  were  reducing  rents  20,  30,  40,  and 
even  50  per  cent.  He  believed  so  much 
of  the  landlords  of  Ireland  as  to  be  cer- 
tain that,  in  business  matters  of  that 
kind,  they  would  not  do  that  which  was 
foolish  and  stupid  and  causeless ;  and 
if  they  had  lowered  their  rents  in  that 
way,  that,  to  his  mind,  was  one  of  the 
strongest  possible  testimonies  that  the 
rents  required  lowering,  that  prices 
were  falling,  and  that  the  nature  of  the 
legislation  which  was  now  proposed  was 
in  harmony  with  the  facts  of  the  case. 
In  his  view,  therefore,  it  would  be  better 
not  to  trust  the  landlords  in  the  matter, 
and  he  thought  that  the  legislative  pro- 
posal contained  in  the  Bill  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Cork  was  in  harmony  with 
the  actual  facts  of  the  case.  His  third 
witnesses  were  the  Land  Commissioners 
of  Ireland.  No  denial  had  been,  or, 
he  believed,  could  be,  g^ven  to  the  state- 
ment that  the  Land  Commissioners  in 
recent  weeks  and  months  had  lowered 
rents  by  a  percentage  which  was  even 
greater  than  that  which  had  been  sug- 
gested by  the  promoters  of  this  Bill.  On 
these  three  grounds  of  testimony,  there- 
fore, he  was  clearly  convinced  that  this 
alleged  necessity  for  intervention  on  ac- 
count of  a  fall  in  prices  had  been  made 
out.  At  all  events,  it  had  been  so 
clearly  made  out,  to  his  mind,  that  it 
had  settled  what  his  vote  should  bo ; 
and  when  ho  found  this  confirmed  by 
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the  notorious  fact  of  the  agrioaltiinl 
depression  produced  by  competition  from 
the  West  he  could  reasonably  have  no 
shadow  of  doubt  left  in  his  mind.  Ao- 
cordingly,  he  did  not  feel  the  necessity 
of  troubling  himself  with  going  into  all 
the  statistics  that  had  been  given  in  this 
matter.  He  would  only  say,  the  little 
attention  he  had  beenable  to  give  to  theniy 
as  much  as  a  Member  whose  time  wu 
very  fully  occupied  could  be  able  to  giTe, 
had  satisfied  him  that  the  conclusion  at 
which  he  had  arrived,  on  the  personal 
testimony  of  experts,  was  trostwortihy 
and  reliable.  At  all  events,  if  the  eri- 
dence  did  demonstrate  the  condusion  in 
support  of  which  it  was  brought,  it  justi- 
fied him  in  saying  that  a  primd  fa§i§ 
case  had  been  made  out ;  and,  if  that 
were  so,  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  wm 
still  the  same.  In  that  case,  it  was  the 
duty  of  a  just  GK)vemment  to  make  ar- 
rangements, so  that,  if  it  turned  out  u 
was  alleged,  a  mode  of  dealing  with  it 
should  be  ready  when  the  occasion 
arose.  There  could  be  no  harm,  at  all 
events,  in  being  prepared.  If  it  should 
turn  out  that  the  Bill  was  not  needed, 
if  it  should  prove  that  this  fall  was  a 
false  alarm,  who  was  to  be  harmed? 
The  Bill  would  simply  not  be  needed, 
and  the  Land  Court  would  not  be  put 
to  the  trouble  of  investigating  tnat 
which  required  no  investigation.  The 
only  inconvenience  would  be  to  the 
landlords,  who  would  be  compelled,  for 
a  short  time,  to  be  kept  out  of  tiieir 
rents  to  which  they  might  have  been 
entitled  at  an  earlier  period.  Consider* 
ing  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  he 
did  not  think  it  was  asking  too  muoih  of 
the  landlord  class,  in  their  position,  to 
submit  to  this  temporary  loss  and  incon- 
venience for  the  sake  of  a  very  much 
larger  body  of  people.  The  best  autho- 
rity he  could  find  for  taking  up  the 
position  he  did  was  that  of  the  Govem- 
ment  itself,  in  the  language  of  the  Re- 
ference to  the  Eoyal  Commission;  be- 
cause, unless  the  ability  of  the  tenants 
to  pay  the  judicial  rents  had  been  af- 
fected by  the  fall  in  prices,  there  was  no 
ground  for  the  appointment  of  the 
Commission.  The  nature  of  this  Sefer- 
ence  was,  to  him,  a  clear  indication  that 
there  was  something  that  required  to  be 
provided  against ;  and,  if  that  were  ao, 
why  should  there  be  delay  ?  If  there 
was  any  reason  for  going  into  this  mat- 
ter at  all  in  the  interest  of  the  tenaatiy 
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that  remedy  should  be  applied  without 
delay.  It  must,  moreover,  be  kept  in 
mind  that,  in  dealing  with  this  question, 
the  House  of  Commons  was  engaged, 
not  in  investigating  a  scientific  question, 
but  one  that  concerned  the  happiness 
and  the  lives  of  thousands  of  people. 
In  certain  papers  put  before  him  by  the 
Loyal  and  Patriotic  Union  he  found 
that  evictions  were  spoken  of  as  trivial 
matters.  Probably  the  arithmetical 
proportion  of  these  evictions  to  the 
population  might  appear  trifling  as  a 
mere  matter  of  dry  statistics ;  but,  to 
him,  the  fact  that  20,000  tenants,  out 
of  a  total  of  500,000,  were  evicted  and 
ruined  in  a  year  appeared  to  him  to  in- 
dicate an  appalling  amount  of  human 
misery.  It  had  been  asserted  that  out- 
rages had  been  the  fewest  where  the 
number  of  evictions  had  been  the  great- 
est ;  but  hon.  Members  opposite  might 
carry  the  argument  still  further,  and 
might  contend  that,  if  the  whole  of  the 
tenants  were  evicted,  Ireland  would  be- 
come a  paradise  of  tranquillity.  He 
believed  it  to  be  true  that  ruin  would 
lead  to  desperation,  and  that  injustice 
would  cause  resentment,  and  that  where 
they  had  these  feelings  evoked  on  any- 
thing like  a  large  scale  there  would 
be  outbreaks  of  revenge  of  a  serious 
nature.  He  considered  this  Bill  was 
a  most  moderate  and  Conservative 
proposal  in  respect  to  land  policy 
generally.  Hon.  Members  must  remem- 
ber that  the  question  of  Irish  land  was 
not  exclusively  an  Irish  question.  If 
they  had  allowed  it  to  be  dealt  with  in  a 
Parliament  of  Irish  people  they  might 
have  insulated  the  question ;  but,  since 
the  Party  opposite  had  insisted  on  having 
principles  connected  with  it  threshed  out 
in  the  Imperial  Parliament,  they  must 
bear  in  mind  that  they  were  only  forcing 
them  more  and  more  on  the  attention  of 
the  Imperial  population.  He  would  tell 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  that  certain 
very  remarkable  meditations  were  fer- 
menting in  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
this  country  with  respect  to  the  policy 
which  was  to  be  pursued  with  respect  to 
land.  The  landless  millions  were  be- 
ginning to  look  around  them,  and  to  see 
with  surprise  that  England  was  taken 
possession  of  by  a  comparatively  few 
thousands  of  individuals,  who,  with  a 
small  percentage  of  honourable  excep- 
tions, they  regarded  as  an  idle,  selfish, 
and    overbearing    class,    spending    in 


luxury  and  in  frivolous  self-indulgence 
the  wealth  that  had  been  procured 
through  the  tears,  the  sweat,  and  even 
the  life-blood  of  a  pinched  and  fre- 
quently half- starved  population.  These 
people  were  beginning  to  ask  how  it  was 
that  this  landholding  oligarchy,  whose 
Chiefs  had  also  clothed  themselves  with 
hereditary  power  and  honour,  had  come 
to  be  possessed  of  all  England,  and  had 
shut  the  real  people  of  England  out; 
and  many  of  them  were  beginning  to 
form  a  belief  that  the  so-called  title 
must  originally  rest  simply  on  a  trans- 
action of  violent  seizure,  and  that  those 
who  had  subsequently  purchased,  having 
purchased  in  the  full  knowledge  of  what 
these  people  believed  to  be  an  original 
act  of  spoliation,  could  be  in  no  better 
position  as  regarded  title  than  those 
from  whom  they  derived  it,  and  who 
had  acquired  it  by  the  original  act  of 
spoliation  to  which  he  had  referred.  In 
days  when  the  landholding  oligarchy 
were  supreme,  and  when  the  landless 
millions  were  politically  powerless,  these 
musings  might  have  been,  and  doubtless 
were,  treated  with  very  little  alarm,  as 
being  unworthy  of  consideration.  But 
nowadays  the  tables  had  been  turned. 
Although  the  complete  emancipation  of 
the  landless  ones  was  only  a  few  months 
old,  the  question  was,  Would  the  mil- 
lions, now  they  had  the  power  in  their 
hands,  leave  the  thousands  in  unques* 
tioned  possession  of  all  England  with- 
out the  consent  of  its  people  ?  He  con- 
fessed he  had  his  doubts  upon  that 
question.  He  should  not  be  surprised 
that  more  or  less  revolutionary  ideas 
were  shaping  themselves  in  the  minds 
of  many  of  the  people.  He,  for  one, 
althoufi^h  he  had  some  doubts  on  the 
general  question  of  the  ownership  of 
land,  deprecated  all  violent  and  sadden 
revolutions ;  because  he  knew  that, 
though  useful  and  beneficial  to  succeed- 
ing generations,  they  were  always 
afflictive  of  much  misery  and  suffering 
to  the  present  one;  and  he  hoped  he 
had  sufficient  love  for  his  species  to 
desire  the  happiness  of  the  generation 
that  was  existing,  as  well  as  of  the 
generations  that  were  still  non-existing ; 
but  he  must  confess  that  if  the  land- 
owners of  this  day  refused  to  be  mode- 
rate and  conciliatory  in  the  coming 
struggles  about  the  land,  which  were  as 
certain  to  come  as  they  were  sitting 
there,  he  oonld  foresee  that  something 
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like  violence  and  danger  would  arise  in 
the  settlement  of  the  question.  It  was 
just  because  this  Bill,  or  the  principle  of 
it,  at  all  events,  seemed  to  him  to  give 
landholders  an  opportunity  of  encou- 
raging a  land  policy  as  regarded  Ireland 
that  should  advance  the  question,  not 
by  violent  jerks  and  by  sudden  and  cruel 
ruptures,  but  by  a  smooth,  gradual, 
and  gliding  movement,  that  he  should 
support  its  second  reading.  It  was  upon 
that  ground  and  many  others  that  he 
regarded  this  measure  as  not  only  good 
for  Ireland  at  the  present  moment,  but 
also  for  England  and  for  Scotland  in  the 
times  that  were  to  come. 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  (Tyrone,  S.) 
said,  that  feeling,  as  he  did,  that  every 
word  he  uttered  in  the  debate  would  be 
canvassed  in  his  constituency,  and  having 
made  up  his  mind  to  give  an  unhesi- 
tating and  unfaltering  vote  against  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill,  the  House 
would,  perhaps,  bear  with  him  while  he 
gave  his  reasons  for  so  doing.  The  mea- 
sure of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  had 
one  recommendation — it  was  not  com< 

?licated  ;  it  was  sublime  in  its  simplicity. 
C  ever  a  man  was  sent  to  the  House 
pledged  in  favour  of  the  leaseholders  he 
\M.T,  Eussell)  was.  On  every  hillside  of 
South  Tyrone  he  had  pledged  himself  to 
vote  for  any  measure  that  would  give 
leaseholders  the  advantages  of  the  Land 
Act.  He  was  pledged  to  the  lease- 
holders, but  not  to  the  leaseholders 
plui  whatever  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork  chose  to  stuff  into  a  Bill  along  with 
them.  The  leaseholders  ought  never  to 
have  been  excluded  from  the  Act  of 
1881.  He  might  be  told  that  contract 
was  a  sacred  thing;  but  that  was  an 
argument  against  the  whole  Act  of  1881 . 
When  that  Act  was  passed,  and  contract 
violated  in  every  way,  it  was  rather  hard 
to  leave  the  leaseholders  out  of  it ;  and 
ho  hoped  that  the  Government  would 
turn  their  attention  to  the  question 
during  the  Hecess.  If  the  (Mmdition  of 
Ireland  was  as  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork  represented  it  to  be,  this  Bill  would 
not  meet  the  emergency.  The  number 
of  tenants  in  Ireland  in  December,  1884, 
was  .')G5,000,  and  up  to  that  time  only 
lo7,000  fair  rents  had  been  fixed.  That 
loft  400,000  tenants  utterly  outside  the 
provibions  of  the  Bill.  They  were  the 
leaseholders,  the  holders  of  town  parks 
and  glebe  lands ;  those  whose  rents  had 
been  fixed  since  December  1884  ;  those 
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I  whose  claims  had  not  been  adjadioated 
upon ;  and  those  who  had  never  gone 
into  Court  at  all.  Not  one  of  &ese 
would  get  one  iota  of  advantage  from 
this  Bill,  which  was  to  relieve  the  preca- 
ing  necessities  of  the  Irish  people.  Hon. 
Members  who  voted  for  the  "Bill  would 
be  voting  for  a  Bill  for  the  advantage 
of  150,000  tenants,  who  had  had  abate- 
ments of  rent,  and  would  do  nothing  for 
those  tenants  who  had  had  no  abate- 
ments at  all.  The  average  reduction  of 
1882  was  20-5  percent;  in  1883,  19*5; 
in  1884,  18*7;  and  in  1885,  18*1  per 
cent ;  so  as  a  simple  fact  those  who  got 
their  rents  fixed  in  1885,  and  who  were 
abitrarily  excluded  from  the  action  of 
this  Bill,  got  smaller  reductions  than 
those  whose  rents  were  fixed  in  1882, 
1883,  and  1884,  and  who  were  to  be 
benefited,  as  the  hon.  Member  had  said. 
What  was  the  reason  for  this  ?  It  was 
because  they  were  such  a  numerous 
class — about  20,000.  He  never  had  a 
high  opinion  of  the  way  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cork  and  his  Friends  would 
treat  a  minority  in  Ireland.  He  had 
said  so  everywhere ;  but  he  had  never 

I  expected  to  convict  them  out  of  their 
own  mouths,  as  was  the  case  when 
they  excluded  these  tenants  from  the 
benefits  of  the  Bill.  The  Land  Com- 
missioners in  the  present  year  had  re- 
duced the  judicial  rents 9  per  cent  below 
those  fixed  in  1882-3-4;  and  on  that 
basis  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  asked 
the  House  to  authorize  the  Land  Courts 
to  reduce  judicial  rents  by  50  per  cent 
Why  were  the  judicial  tenants  up  to  the 
end  of  1884  to  have  relief,  and  those  of 
1886  to  be  treated  in  this  way,  while 
the  tenants  of  1885  were  to  receive 
no  abatement  whatever?  He  was  not 
himself  a  landowner,  and  he  had  not 
the  slightest  connection  with  landlords 
or  landlordism.  His  whole  connection 
was  with  the  farming  class.  [^Zau^kUr.'] 
Yes ;  it  was  quite  true  that  he  was  inde- 
pendent of  landlordism,  and  he  was  not 
afraid  to  say  that  in  Ireland  they  owed 
to  it  much  of  the  trouble  and  the  oifi^ul- 
ties  from  which  the  people  had  been 
suffering.  But  when  he  was  told  that 
the  people  of  Ireland  were  now  face  to 
face  with  a  crisis  such  as  they  expe- 
rienced in  1880  he  entirely  dissented 
from  such  a  statement.  In  1880,  if  the 
Irish  people  were  not  in  the  midst  of  a 
famine,  they  were  but  slowly  recoTering^ 
from  its  effects ;  but  this  year  there 
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the  prospect  of  more  than  an  average 
harvest— [CriM  of  *'  Oh,  oh ! '»]  Well, 
let  them  read  7%«  Farmers^  Gazette,  Any- 
body who  had  been  in  Ireland  lately 
knew  that  it  had  been  more  than  an 
average  year ;  and  they  ought  to  be  very 
thankful  for  it.  He  was  always  inclined 
to  regard  the  condition  of  any  people 
from  the  consumption  of  luxuries,  for 
they  were  always  the  barometers  of  pros- 
perity. \_A  laugh.']  Of  course,  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen below  the  Gangway  knew  what 
he  was  coming  to.  He  would  take  the 
year  1877,  when  he  found  that  the  cost 
of  the  spirits  and  beer  consumed  in  Ire- 
land amounted  to  £12,169,915.  1877 
was  an  exceptionally  good  year ;  but 
1880  was  an  exceptionally  bad  year, 
as  he  had  already  stated,  and  in  that 
year  the  consumption  of  spirits  and 
beer  fell  off  by  some  £3,000,000-— 
went  down  to  £9,174,803.  He  well 
remembered  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway  making  a  great  argument  of 
this  decrease  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
people,  which  they  attributed  to  their 
destitution.  Now  he  came  to  the  present 
year,  in  order  to  see  what  this  spirit  and 
beer  barometer  indicated.  He  found 
that  for  the  12  months  ending  March, 
1886,  this  so-called  distressed  country — 
a  country  not  of  large  towns,  there  were 
only  six  large  towns  in  it,  but  a  country 
almost  exclusively  agricultural  —  con- 
sumed spirits  and  beer  to  the  amount  of 
£11,250,000.  He  was  not  finding  fault 
with  the  Irish  people  for  being  over  much 
addicted  to  the  consumption  of  spirits  and 
beer.  They  consumed  far  less  per  head 
than  the  people  of  either  England  or  Scot- 
land ;  but  what  he  said  was  this,  that 
the  figures  he  had  quoted — an  expendi- 
ture of  £11,250,000  upon  spirits  and 
beer — was  not  evidence  of  the  distress 
which  hon.  Members  below  the  Gang- 
way declared  was  prevalent  in  Ireland 
at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  M.  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone.  Mid) : 
Where  do  you  get  those  figures  ? 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  From  the 
Excise  Returns. 

Mr.  HARRIS  (Galway,  E.):  How 
much  of  the  spirits  is  exported  ? 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL,  continuing, 
said,  that  the  figures  he  had  given 
represented  the  consumption  that  had 
taken  place  in  Ireland.  He  was  too 
old  a  hand  in  a  matter  of  this  kind 
to    mix    statistics    of    export    up  with 
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the  Btatistiofl  of  home  consumption. 
The  question  was  whether  the  pref>8ure 
on  the  Irish  people  was  so  great  as 
to  warrant  them  in  interfering  with  the 
national  contract  of  1881  without  a 
syllable  of  inquiry.  Three  weeks  ago 
he  had  voted  against  the  Amendment 
to  the  Address  brought  forward  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cork,  in  which 
that  hon.  Gentleman  raised  nearly  the 
same  issue  as  was  contained  in  the  Bill 
now  under  notice  ;  and  he  (Mr.  Russell) 
had  not  found,  after  giving  full  con- 
sideration to  all  the  circumstances,  in 
anything  that  had  occurred  in  Ireland 
since,  nor  in  what  had  been  stated  in 
that  House,  anything  calculated  to  alter 
his  opinion.  He  was  not,  fortunately,  in 
the  position  of  hon.  Members  below  the 
Gangway,  of  whom  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork  might  say  of  each — **  When  I  say 
come  he  cometh,  when  I  say  go  he  goeth, 
and  when  I  tell  a  third  to  do  this  he  doeth 
it."  The  Government  had  given  the  names 
of  the  Royal  Commission  that  evening, 
and  not  a  word  of  objection  had  been 
raised.  The  Government  had  promised 
an  early  inquiry,  and  he  should  like  to 
say  that  this  was  a  subject  that  would 
not  brook  delay.  He  was  perfectly 
satisfied  that  there  had  been  a  fall  in 
prices.  He  did  not  dispute  or  doubt 
that  for  a  moment.  The  inquiry  which 
was  to  be  held  must  be  searching.  It 
would  be  possible  for  the  tenants  to 
wait  now ;  but  matters  would  not  brook 
anything  like  trifling.  He  had  faith  in 
the  present  Government.  Indeed,  he 
was  not  ashamed  to  say  that  he  had  more 
faith  in  the  present  than  he  had  in  the 
last  Government.  He  believed  that  the 
Gbvemment  recognized  the  gravity  of 
the  situation,  and,  believing  that  they 
seriously  intended  to  grapple  with  the 
Irish  Land  Question,  he  would  vote 
against  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cork.  The 
hon.  Member  for  East  Edinburgh 
stated  that  every  eviction  crusade  was 
followed  by  crime.  He  (Mr.  Russell) 
disputed  that  altogether.  If  he  thought 
that  was  a  fact,  he  might,  perhaps,  be 
inclined  to  vote  for  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bill.  But  what  were  the  facts  r 
What  inducement  had  the  landlords  to 
evi(rt  their  tenants?  Did  the  landlord 
who  evicted  get  anything  by  evicting 
his  tenants  ?  He  did  not  get  his  rent, 
and  he  had  to  pay  the  costs.     True,  he 
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would  get  his  land;  but  it  was  of  no 
use  to  him.  He  could  not  let  it  to 
anyone,  and  if  he  put  Emergency  men 
upon  it  the  cost  was  very  g^eat.  The 
landlord  could  not  evict  for  six  months' 
rent ;  he  would  not  evict  for  even  a 
year's  rent.  If  the  Eviction  Eeturns 
were  complete  it  would  be  found  that 
people  were  not  evicted  in  Ireland  lor 
a  year's  but  for  three  and  four  years' 
rent,  unless  as  the  result  of  com- 
bination. Hon.  Members  said  that 
crime  followed  evictions.  If  they  took 
up  the  Parliamentary  Eeturns  they 
would  find  that  in  Ulster,  where  the 
percentage  of  evictions  was  highest,  the 
percentage  of  agrarian  crime  was  lowest. 
He  had  lived  in  Ireland  30  years,  and 
had  been  a  close  observer  of  what  was 
going  on  there,  and  if  he  got  a  map  he 
could  trace  the  course  of  this  land  agi- 
tation by  a  line  dotted  with  blood.  Crime 
did  not  necessarily  follow  evictions ;  it 
followed  this  agitation.  Class  was  set 
against  class;  everything  honest  was 
openly  reviled  and  scouted.  If  this  Bill 
was  passed,  in  the  first  place  it  would 
block  the  Land  Court.  Every  man  who 
had  got  a  judicial  rent  would  rush  into 
Court,  and  every  landlord  would  resist 
this  50  per  cent  reduction.  The  whole 
of  the  Sub-Commissioners  would  be  re- 
constituted and  sent  over  the  country, 
and  he  could  hardly  imagine  a  greater 
calamity  to  Ireland  than  that  would  be. 
It  was  an  amusing  thing  to  see  how 
the  Land  Commissioners  worked.  They 
took  the  present  rent  and  jotted  that 
down,  then  they  jotted  down  Griffith's 
valuation,  then  the  landlord's  valuation, 
and  then  the  tenant's,  added  them  all 
up,  and  divided  by  four,  and  that  was 
the  judicial  rent.  He  knew  of  no 
greater  calamity  than  to  reconstitute 
those  Commissioners  and  allow  them  to 
make  ducks  and  drakes  of  other  people's 
property.  It  would  take  three  or  four 
years  to  settle  the  matter,  and  mean- 
time you  would  have  on  the  one  side 
some  400,000  farmers  in  open  and  abso- 
lute revolt,  and  on  the  other  150,000 
favoured  tenants.  Within  the  last  six 
or  seven  weeks  hon.  Members  must 
have  noticed  that  the  applications  for 
loans  under  Lord  Ashbourne's  Purchase 
Act  had  increased.  The  tenants  pur- 
chasing under  that  Act  had  made  ar- 
rangements by  which  the  reduction  in 
the  payments  came  to  something  like  16 
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per  cent  on  the  judicial  z«nt.  Hon. 
Members  from  Iremnd  below  the  Ghmg- 
way  did  not  want  that  land  pnxehaie 
scheme  to  go  on ;  and  this  Bill  was 
placed  before  the  tenant  fanner,  and  a 
reduction  of  50  per  oent  was  dangled 
before  his  eyes,  in  order  to  atop  the  pxo- 
g^ess  of  Lord  Ashbourne's  Act.  TJndsr 
the  Bill  the  landlords  would  not  set 
back  the  land ;  but  there  was  wniilimg 
to  prevent  the  gombeen  man,  who  was 
the  prince  of  scoundrels  in  Ireland,  from 
obtaining  possession  of  it.  In  faol^ 
everyone  under  the  BiU,  save  and  ezeept 
the  landlord,  might  have  a  shot  at  ne 
tenant.  He  was  glad  to  iiave  the  op- 
portunity of  giving  lus  reasons  m 
voting  against  the  Bill,  and  he  shonU 
be  equally  ready  to  explain  them  to  his 
constituents.  He  recognised  the  &U 
in  prices,  and  was  anxioas  to  assist  the 
tenant  farmers  in  difficulties  which 
were  not  of  their  own  creation ;  and  he 
refused  to  compare  the  ciroumstanoes  of 
the  present  day  with  the  ciroumstanoss 
that  obtained  under  Griffith's  yalaatioa. 
Labour  was  higher,  the  cost  of  living 
had  increased,  and  the  necessities  <n 
every  class  had  increased  since  the  days 
of  Griffith's  valuation.  He,  therefarSi 
refused  to  make  the  comparison.  He 
admitted  the  fall  in  prices ;  but  he  had 
no  reliable  information  as  to  the  extent 
of  the  fall,  or  how  far  it  affected  Irish 
tenants,  or  whether  it  was  temporair  or 
permanent  in  its  character.  Me  nad 
received  pamphlets  on  each  side;  hot 
they  could  not  legislate  upon  pamphlets. 
He  declined  to  be  a  party  to  the  up- 
setting of  contract  until  these  faels 
were  ascertained,  and  that  could  onljbe 
done  by  the  Boyal  Commission.  He 
did  not  believe  that  the  Irish  landlords 
were  thirsting  for  evictions,  beoanss 
all  their  interests  were  against  evie- 
tions.  The  landlords,  in  his  opinion,  or, 
at  any  rate,  the  g^at  majority  of  theUt 
might  be  trusted,  and  it  was  to  tfieir 
interest  to  recognize  the  gravity  of  the 
situation.  He  did  not  uunk  that  the 
landlords  of  Ireland  were  going  to  play 
into  the  hands  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork  so  quietly  as  he  thought  they 
would.  The  Act  of  1881  was  a  great 
charter.  It  gave  fixity  of  tenure  to 
the  Irish  tenants,  and  appointed  aa 
impartial  tribunal  to  fix  a  fair  rout. 
After  that  Act  came  Lord  Ashbowne's 
Purchase  Act,  under  which  the  whole  of 
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the  purchase  money  could  be  advanced 
to  tenants  who  were  willing  to  buy. 
Before  he  stepped  in  and  assisted  to 
undo  the  solemn  contracts  which  had 
been  made  under  these  Acts,  he  must 
have  before  him  that  evidence  which 
the  Boyal  Commission  only  could  pro- 
duce.    It  might  be  said  that  this  Bill  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  was  but  a 
temporary  measure ;  but  he  should  like 
to  hear  the  hon.  Member  or  any  of  his 
Friends  talking  in  that  sense  in  Ireland. 
There  was  not  one  of  them  who  would 
dare  to  say  in  Castlebar  or  Cork  that 
this  Bill  was  meant  to  be  of  a  tem- 
porary character.     Because  he  believed 
that  the  Bill  was  not  brought  forward 
with  any  honest  intention,  and  because 
it  was,   in  his  opinion,    an  impossible 
Bill,  and  would  stand  in  the  way  of  the 
work  which  the  Government  intended  to 
undertake,   he  should  give  an  unhesi- 
tating  and  an  unfaltering  vote  against  it. 
Mr.  J.  W.  BARCLAY  (Forfarshire, 
W.)  said,  he  thought  all  the  objections 
of  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat 
down  might  have  been  met  in  Commit- 
tee.    If  the  tenants  under  leases  were 
not  properly  dealt  with,  he  might  have 
taken  measures  to  have  their  case  pro- 
perly attended   to  in  Committee.      He 
(Mr.  Barclay)  intended  to  vote  for  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  he  thought  it  would  have 
been  more  in  the  interests,  not  only  of 
the  tenants  but  of  the  landlords,  if  the 
Bill  had  been  drawn  on  wider  lines.     It 
proposed  to  deal  only  with  impecunious 
tenants;  but  he  was  prepared  to  appeal  to 
the  principle  stated  by  the  noble  Marquess 
the  Member  for  Rossendale  (the  Mar- 
quess of  Hartington),  of  equity  between 
man  and  man,  and  make  the  Bill  apply 
generally  to  the  rents  of  all  tenants  in  Ire- 
land.   That  was  the  natural  consequence 
of  the  position  which  this  House  took  up 
in  1 88 1 .     For  good  and  sufficient  reasons 
Parliament  at  that  time  interfered  for 
the  purpose  of  revising  rents  in  Ireland. 
The  Land  Courts  fixed  these  rents  ac- 
cording   to    the    circumstances   of   the 
time ;  but  if  they  were  able  to  prove  that 
circumstances  had   materially  changed 
since  then,  as  a  natural  consequence  this 
House  was  bound  again  to  take  such 
measures  as  they  might  think  necessary 
for  fixing  fair  rents.      The  right  hon. 
Member  for  Lincolnshire  (Mr.  Chaplin) 
contended  that  Parliament  having  inter- 


fered to  fix  fair  rents  in  1881,  was  bound 
to  guarantee  the  payment  of  the  rents 
BO  fixed  for  the  next  15  years.    If  that 
were  so,  then  Irish  landlords  were  by  the 
Act  of  1881  more  fortunate  than  land- 
lords in  England  and  Scotland.    The 
whole  question  turned  on  whether  the 
rents  fixed  by  the  Land  Courts  three 
years  ago  were  fair  rents  now.     The 
Irish  landlords  blamed  that  Act  for  the 
fall  of  rents;  but  in  point  of  fact  the 
primary  cause  of  the  reduction  was  the 
great  fall  in  the  values  of  produce  since 
1878.     The  reduction  of  rents  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  had  been  considerably 
more  than  the  reduction  of  rents  in  Ire- 
land, and  he  could  only  regard  the  Act 
of  1881  as  a  means  whereby  the  land- 
lords of  Ireland  had  been  more  tenderly 
dealt  with,  and  as  protecting  them  from 
the  effect  of  that  fall  in  values  which  bad 
come  directly  on  the  landlords  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland.     The  fall  in  price  of 
agricultural    produce    during  the  last 
three  years  was  sufficient  to  justify  them 
in  saying  that  the  judicial  fair  rents 
fixed  in  1881  were  not  fair  rents  now. 
Another  matter  which  was  too  often  dis- 
regarded was  that  this  fall  in  price  of 
agricultural  produce 'was  not,   to  any 
appreciable  extent,  counterbalanced  by 
any  decrease  in  the  cost  of  production, 
which,   under  normal   conditions,   was 
about  three-fourths  of  the  price.     The 
fall  in  price,  therefore,  fell  entirely  upon 
the  rent  and  the  tenant's  profit,  and  the 
tenant  whose  rent  had  not  been  reduced 
was  the  sufferer.     If  people  in  England 
with  capital  and  science  at  their  disposal, 
were  unable  to  make  their  land  pay,  he 
asked  how  this  was  to  be  accomplished 
by  the  poor,  ignorant  Irish  tenant  ?  One 
argument  useid  by  the  opponents  of  the 
measure  was  that,  as  tenants  had  paid 
in  the  past,  they  would  continue  to  pay 
their  rents  in  the  future.     He  was  afraid 
that  hopes  built  upon  such  an  anticipation 
were  doomed  to  disappointment.    Hents 
had  been  paid  in  recent  years  not  out 
of  the  profit  on  the  land,  but  out  of  the 
tenant's  capital  in  hopes  of  better  times ; 
but  a  day  of  reckoning  was  at  hand,  and 
could  not  long  be  postponed.    This  Bill 
was  based  on  the  necessities  of  the  case 
to  assist  the  impecunious  tenants  who 
could  not  pay  their  rents.     How,  under 
any  circumstances,  could  landlords  get 
rents  from  such  men  ?  True,  they  might 
eviot;  but  the  force  of  public  opinion 
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would  get  his  land;  but  it  was  of  no 
use  to  him.      He  could  not  let  it  to 
anyone,  and  if  he  put  Emergency  men 
upon  it  the  cost  was  very  g^eat.    The 
landlord  could  not  evict  for  six  months' 
rent ;    he   would  not  evict  for  even  a 
year's  rent.     If  the  Eviction  Eetums 
were  complete  it  would  be  found  that 
people  were  not  evicted  in  Ireland  for 
a  year's  but  for  three  and  four  years' 
rent,    unless    as    the    result    of    com- 
bination.     Hon.    Members    said    that 
crime  followed  evictions.    If  they  took 
up    the    Parliamentary   Eetums    they 
would  find  that  in  Ulster,   where  the 
percentage  of  evictions  was  highest,  the 
percentage  of  agrarian  crime  was  lowest. 
He  had  lived  in  Ireland  30  years,  and 
had  been  a  close  observer  of  what  was 
going  on  there,  and  if  he  got  a  map  he 
could  trace  the  course  of  this  land  agi- 
tation by  a  line  dotted  with  blood.  Crime 
did  not  necessarily  follow  evictions ;  it 
followed  this  agitation.     Class  was  set 
against  class;    everything  honest  was 
opeuly  reviled  and  scouted.     If  this  Bill 
was  passed,  in  the  first  place  it  would 
block  the  Land  Court.     Every  man  who 
had  got  a  judicial  reat  would  rush  into 
Court,  and  every  landlord  would  resist 
this  50  per  cent  reduction.     The  whole 
of  the  Sub-Commissioners  would  be  re- 
constituted and  sent  over  the  country, 
and  he  could  hardly  imagine  a  greater 
calamity  to  Ireland  than  that  would  be. 
It  was  an  amusing  thing  to   see  how 
the  Land  Commissioners  worked.    They 
took  the  present  rent  and  jotted  that 
down,  then  they  jotted  down  Griffith's 
valuation,  then  the  landlord's  valuation, 
and  then  the  tenant's,  added  them  all 
up,  and  divided  by  four,  and  that  was 
the   judicial    rent.     He    knew    of    no 
greater  calamity  than   to    reconstitute 
those  Commissioners  and  allow  them  to 
make  ducks  and  drakes  of  other  people's 
property.     It  would  take  three  or  four 
years  to  settle  the  matter,  and  mean- 
time you  would  have  on  the  one  side 
some  400,000  farmers  in  open  and  abso- 
lute revolt,   and  on  the  other  150,000 
favoured  tenants.     Within  the  last  six 
or  seven   weeks  hon.    Members    must 
have  noticed  that  the  applications  for 
loans  under  Lord  Ashbourne's  Purchase 
Act  had  increased.     The  tenants  pur- 
chasing under  that  Act  had  made  ar- 
rangements by  which  the  reduction  in 
the  payments  came  to  something  like  16 

Mr.  T.  W.  Buuell 


per  cent  on  the  judicial  rent. 
Members  from  Ireland  below  the  Oang^ 
way  did  not  want  that  land  pnrbhtn 
scheme  to  go  on ;  and  this  oilL  wai 
placed  before  the  tenant  farmeor,  and  a 
reduction  of  50  per  cent  was  jj^ngirf 
before  his  eyes,  in  order  to  stop  the  pro- 
gress of  Lord  Ashbourne's  Act  TJndflr 
the  Bill  the  landlords  would  not  get 
back  the  land ;  but  there  was  nothing 
to  prevent  the  gombeen  man,  who  wai 
the  prince  of  scoundrels  in  Ireland,  from 
obtaining  possession  of  it.  In  &ol» 
everyone  under  the  BUI,  save  and  ezcept 
the  landlord,  might  have  a  shot  at  m 
tenant.  He  was  glad  to  have  the  op- 
portunity of  giving  his  reasons  m 
voting  against  the  Bill,  and  he  shonU 
be  equally  ready  to  explain  them  to  his 
constituents.  He  reco^ised  the  fall 
in  prices,  and  was  anxioaB  to  assist  ths 
tenant  farmers  in  difficulties  which 
were  not  of  their  own  creation ;  and  he 
refused  to  compare  the  circumstaneas  of 
the  present  day  with  the  circumstanost 
that  obtained  under  Griffith's  Talaatioa. 
Labour  was  higher,  the  cost  of  living 
had  increased,  and  the  necessities  <n 
every  class  had  increased  since  the  days 
of  Griffith's  valuation.  He,  thereforei 
refused  to  make  the  comparison.  Hs 
admitted  the  fall  in  prices ;  but  he  had 
no  reliable  information  as  to  the  extent 
of  the  fall,  or  how  far  it  affected  Irish 
tenants,  or  whether  it  was  temporary  or 
permanent  in  its  character.  He  had 
received  pamphlets  on  each  side;  but 
they  could  not  legislate  upon  pamphlets. 
He  declined  to  be  a  party  to  the  up- 
setting of  contract  until  these  fa^ 
were  ascertained,  and  that  could  onlyhs 
done  by  the  Boyal  Commission.  He 
did  not  believe  that  the  Irish  landlords 
were  thirsting  lor  evictions,  beoanss 
all  their  interests  were  against  evic- 
tions. The  landlords,  in  his  opinion,  or, 
at  any  rate,  the  great  majority  of  them, 
might  be  trusted,  and  it  was  to  their 
interest  to  recogaize  the  gravity  of  the 
situation.  He  did  not  think  that  the 
landlords  of  Ireland  were  g^ng  to  play 
into  the  hands  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork  so  quietly  as  he  thought  they 
would.  The  Act  of  1881  was  a  great 
charter.  It  gave  fixity  of  tenure  to 
the  Irish  tenants,  and  appointed  an 
impartial  tribunal  to  fix  a  fair  rent. 
After  that  Act  came  Lord  Ashbonme's 
Purchase  Act,  under  which  the  whole  of 
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the  purchase  money  could  be  advanced 
to  tenants  who  were  willing  to  buy. 
Before  he  stepped  in  and  assisted  to 
undo  the  solemn  contracts  which  had 
been  made  under  these  Acts,  he  must 
have  before  him  that  evidence  which 
the  Royal  Commission  only  could  pro- 
duce.    It  might  be  said  that  this  Bill  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cork  was  but  a 
temporary  measure ;  but  he  should  like 
to  hear  the  hon.  Member  or  any  of  his 
Friends  talking  in  that  sense  in  Ireland. 
There  was  not  one  of  them  who  would 
dare  to  say  in  Castlebar  or  Cork  that 
this  Bill   was  meant  to  be  of  a  tem- 
porary character.     Because  he  believed 
that  the  Bill  was  not  brought  forward 
with  any  honest  intention,  and  because 
it  was,   in  his  opinion,    an  impossible 
Bill,  and  would  stand  in  the  way  of  the 
work  which  the  Government  intended  to 
undertake,   he  should  give  an  unhesi- 
tating  and  an  unfaltering  vote  against  it. 
Mr.  J.  W.  BARCLAY  (Forfarshire, 
W.)  said,  he  thought  all  the  objections 
of  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat 
down  might  have  been  met  in  Commit- 
tee.    If  the  tenants  under  leases  were 
not  properly  dealt  with,  he  might  have 
taken  measures  to  have  their  case  pro- 
perly attended   to  in  Committee.      He 
(Mr.  Barclay)  intended  to  vote  for  the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  he  thought  it  would  have 
been  more  in  the  interests,  not  only  of 
the  tenants  but  of  the  landlords,  if  the 
Bill  had  been  drawn  on  wider  lines.     It 
proposed  to  deal  only  with  impecunious 
tenants;  but  he  was  prepared  to  appeal  to 
theprinciple  stated  bythe  noble  Marquess 
the  Member  for  Rossendaie  (the  Mar- 
quess of  Hartington),  of  equity  between 
man  and  man,  and  make  the  Bill  apply 
generally  to  the  rents  of  all  tenants  in  Ire- 
land.   That  was  the  natural  consequence 
of  the  position  which  this  House  took  up 
in  1 88 1 .     For  good  and  sufficient  reasons 
Parliament  at  that  time  interfered  for 
the  purpose  of  revising  rents  in  Ireland. 
The  Land  Courts  fixed  these  rents  ac- 
cording   to    the    circumstances    of    the 
time;  but  if  they  were  able  to  prove  that 
circumstances  had   materially  changed 
since  then,  as  a  natural  consequence  this 
House  was  bound  again  to  take  such 
measures  as  they  might  think  necessary 
for  fixing  fair  rents.      The  right  hon. 
Member  for  Lincolnshire  (Mr.  Chaplin) 
contended  that  Parliament  having  inter- 


fered to  fix  fair  rents  in  1881,  was  bound 
to  guarantee  the  payment  of  the  rents 
BO  fixed  for  the  next  15  years.    If  that 
were  so,  then  Irish  landlords  were  by  the 
Act  of  1881  more  fortunate  than  land- 
lords in  England  and  Scotland.    The 
whole  question  turned  on  whether  the 
rents  fixed  by  the  Land  Courts  three 
years  ago  were  fair  rents  now.     The 
Irish  landlords  blamed  that  Act  for  the 
fall  of  rents;  but  in  point  of  fact  the 
primary  cause  of  the  reduction  was  the 
great  fall  in  the  values  of  produce  since 
1878.     The  reduction  of  rents  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  had  been  oonsiderably 
more  than  the  reduction  of  rents  in  Ire- 
land, and  he  could  only  regard  the  Aot 
of  1881  as  a  means  whereby  the  land- 
lords of  Ireland  had  been  more  tenderly 
dealt  with,  and  as  protecting  them  from 
the  efi'ect  of  that  fall  in  values  which  bad 
come  directly  on  the  landlords  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland.     The  fall  in  price  of 
agricultural    produce    during  the  last 
three  years  was  sufficient  to  justify  them 
in  saying  that  the  judicial  fair  rents 
fixed  in  1881  were  not  fair  rents  now. 
Another  matter  which  was  too  often  dis- 
regarded was  that  this  fall  in  prioe  of 
agricultural  produce* was  not,   to  any 
appreciable  extent,  counterbalanced  by 
any  decrease  in  the  cost  of  production, 
which,   under  normal   conditions,   was 
about  three-fourths  of  the  price.     The 
fall  in  price,  therefore,  fell  entirely  upon 
the  rent  and  the  tenant's  profit,  and  the 
tenant  whose  rent  had  not  been  reduced 
was  the  sufferer.     If  people  in  England 
with  capital  and  science  at  their  disposal, 
were  unable  to  make  their  land  pay,  he 
asked  how  this  was  to  be  accomplished 
by  the  poor,  ignorant  Irish  tenant  ?  One 
argument  used  by  the  opponents  of  the 
measure  was  that,  as  tenants  had  paid 
in  the  past,  they  would  continue  to  pay 
their  rents  in  the  future.     He  was  afraid 
that  hopes  built  upon  such  an  anticipation 
were  doomed  to  disappointment.    Rents 
had  been  paid  in  recent  years  not  out 
of  the  profit  on  the  land,  but  out  of  the 
tenant's  capital  in  hopes  of  better  times ; 
but  a  day  of  reckoning  was  at  hand,  and 
could  not  long  be  postponed.    This  Bill 
was  based  on  the  necessities  of  the  ease 
to  assist  the  impecunious  tenants  who 
could  not  pay  their  rents.     How,  under 
any  circumstances,  could  landlords  get 
rents  from  such  men  ?  True,  they  might 
eviot ;  but  the  force  of  public  opinion 


2  Q  2 


ISeeand  JVf^M.] 


1195 


Tenants'  RelUf 


{COMMONS} 


{Ir0ltmd)  Bin. 


1196 


the  Bill  in  Committee  into  a  shape  which 
they  may  desire,  but  which  ike  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  may  dis- 
approvH  ?  I  may  remind  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  City  of  Cork,  who,  I  believe, 
has  not  shown  such  interest  in  his  own 
Bill  as  to  induce  his  continuous  pre- 
sence in  the  House — I  would  remind 
him  of  his  own  words  that  *^  this  is  a  tem- 
porary Bill  to  meet  a  temporary  emer- 
gency." I  agree  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  South  Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W.  Eus- 
sell),  who  addressed  the  House  so  elo- 
quently a  short  time  ago,  that  the  Bill 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork 
would  not  be  regarded  in  Ireland  as  a 
temporary  measure  to  meet  a  temporary 
emergency  in  the  South  and  West  of 
Ireland.  If  this  Bill  were  to  become 
law  it  would  be  accp»pted  and  interpreted 
in  the  South  and  West  of  Ireland  as  a 
Bill  breaking  up  the  settlement  estab- 
lished by  the  Land  Act  of  1881.  This 
Bill  condemns  the  main  principle  on 
which  that  settlement  was  arrived  at. 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork, 
who  is  not  responsible  for  that  Act,  told 
the  House  yesterday  that,  owing  to  the 
fall  in  prices,  it  had  proved  of  no  benefit 
to  the  Irish  farmers ;  that  it  had  injured 
the  landlords  by  the  reduction  of  rents 
by  some  20  per  cent;  that  it  would 
injure  the  tenants  by  3  per  cent ;  and  he 
might  have  added  that  it  would  injure  the 
labourers  also  by  depriving  them  of  em- 
ployment which  they  previously  ob- 
tained. Well,  that  is  not  surprising  to  us 
who,  in  1881,  took  exception  to  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  the  Land  Act  was  based  as 
being  contrary  to  those  great  truths  of 
political  economy  which  cannot  be  vio- 
lated by  Parliament  with  impunity. 
[Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone:  Hear,  hear!] 
It  is  surprising  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman should  cheer  that,  because,  at 
any  rate,  he  has  held  up  that  Act  as  a 
settlement  of  the  Irish  Land  Question. 

Mr.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE  (Edin- 
burgh, Mid  Lothian) :  No ;  only  as 
against  you. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS -BEACH: 
And  yet  the  moment  statements  come 
from  Irish  Members  which  affect  his  own 
mind,  and  before  we  announce  our  in- 
tention of  dealing  with  the  subject  at  all, 
merely  becauue  we  announce  a  Commis- 
sion of  Inquiry  into  the  operation  of  that 
Act,  he  charges  us  with  having  so  dis- 
turbed   it— [Mr.    W.    E.  Gladstone  : 

Sir  Michael  Hich^Beach 


Hear,  hear!] — ^thathe,  fonooth,  isoUiged 
to  be  foremost  in  its  destruotion.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Bill  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  doei 
upset,  not  temporarily,  but  permanently, 
the  settlement  which  was  attempted  by 
the  Land  Act  of  1 881 .  I  will  not  detain 
the  House  by  discussing  the  qneetion  of 
the  leaseholders,  whose  position  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  proposes 
to  alter.  The  hon.  Member  frankly  ex- 
plains that  he  inserted  a  clause  bxinging 
them  within  the  scope  of  the  Land  Act 
of  1881,  not  so  much  on  account  of  the 
fall  in  the  price  of  produce,  as  becaose 
he  thought  that  they  had  waited  too 
long  already;  but  I  do  not  think  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  those  who 
have  consistently  opposed  up  to  this 
moment  the  admission  of  leaseholders 
to  the  benefits  of  the  Act  of  1881,  can 
say  that  their  case  is  so  urgent  that  it 
ought  to  be  dealt  with  at  once,  in  the 
manner  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member, 
and  with  so  little  consideration  as  Par- 
liament, in  September,  could  devote  to 
it.  I  will  not  ask  the  House  to  dwell  oa 
that  matter.  [Sir  William  HABOouax : 
Hear,  hear !]  I  am  glad  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby 
agrees  with  me  on  that  point,  and  I 
hope  to  hear  from  him  that  he  and  his 
Colleagues  on  that  Bench  object  to  that 
clause  of  this  Bill,  and  agree  with  me 
that  the  position  of  the  leaseholders,  in 
whatever  way  it  may  be  dealt  with  in  the 
future,  at  any  rate,  at  present,  is  not  so 
urgent  that  it  ought  to  form  part  of  any 
measure  which  the  House  is  now  asked 
to  accept.  Now,  I  quite  agree  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  that  if 
he  had  proved  that  a  considerable  number 
of  the  tenants  of  Ireland  could  not  afford 
to  pay  their  judicial  rents  on  account 
of  the  fall  in  prices,  Parliament  ought 
at  once  to  take  some  measures  for 
maintaiuing  them  in  their  holdings 
and  relieving  them  from  the  poai- 
bilities  of  eviction  pending  a  further 
consideration  of  their  case;  and  that 
neither  the  season  of  the  year,  nor  the 
labours  that  we  have  already  undergone, 
ought  to  excuse  us  from  promptly  and 
quickly  dealing  with  the  question.  But 
what  I  say  is  this — the  difficulties  with 
which  this  question  is  beset  are  Terj 
great,  and  those  difficulties  hare  besA 
practically  admitted  by  the  action  of  the 
hon.  Member  himself.   Why,  this  ia  tha 
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third  proposal  which  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  City  of  Cork  has  made  within 
the  last  month  for  dealing  with  this 
matter.  On  the  25th  of  August  he  sug- 
gested that  there  should  be  a  revision 
of  rents  every  three  years,  according  to 
prices  to  be  fixed  by  a  man  in  an  office 
in  Dublin,  with  power  to  the  Court  to 
discriminate  as  to  evictions,  when  the 
tenant  lodged,  not  50  per  cent,  but  two- 
thirds  of  the  rent  due  in  Court.  Then, 
again,  on  the  3rd  September,  he  pro- 
posed that  there  should  be  power  to 
suspend  proceedings  on  ejectments  on 
payment  of  three-fourths  of  the  original 
rent  into  Court.  Now  we  have  a  very 
different  proposal,  and  although  the 
hon.  Member  may  have  very  good 
grounds,  though  he  did  not  show  them 
in  his  speech,  for  altering  his  mind  on 
this  question,  yet  the  difference  between 
his  proposals  proves  that  this  is  a  ques- 
tion of  no  small  difficulty,  and  not  to  be 
dealt  with  by  this  House  without,  at  any 
rate,  very  careful  consideration. 

Mr.  PARNELL  (Cork) :  I  beg  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  pardon ;  I  have 
not  altered  my  mind  at  all. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS  -  BEACH : 
Even  if  the  hon.  Member  has  no  further 
proposals  to  make,  he  has  certainly 
altered  his  proposals,  if  he  has  not 
altered  his  mind.  But  if  he  has,  he 
will  have  an  opportunity,  in  replying 
upon  the  Amendment  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cambridge  (Mr.  Penrose  Fitz- 
gerald), of  stating  how  he  proposes  to 
modify  the  Bill,  so  as  to  briug  it  into 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian.  I  think  the  hon.  Member  had 
at  first  more  than  the  judicial  tenants 
in  his  mind — at  any  rate,  he  did  not 
confine  his  statements  to  judicial  ten- 
ants. Now,  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Solicitor  General  for  Ire- 
land (Mr.  Gibson)  has  shown  that  this 
Bill,  as  it  now  stands,  would  only  apply 
to  about  100,000  of  the  500,000  existing 
Irish  tenants — namely,  to  the  holders  of 
judicial  tenancies  who  have  had  their 
rents  fixed  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1 884. 
He  will  have  nothing  to  say  to  those  who 
have  have  had  their  rents  fixed  since 
January  1st,  1885.  They  are  to  have  no- 
thing, while  the  others  are  to  have  prac- 
tically all  the  benefits  of  the  Bill.  I  have 
inquired  into  this  matter,  and  I  find  that 
the  percentage  of  reduction  made  by  the 


different  authorities  in  the  judicial  rents, 
as  compared  with  the  former  rents  on 
tenancies  before  the  1st  of  January, 
1885,  was  18*320  per  cent,  and  on  ten- 
ancies after  the  1st  of  January,  1885, 
17*248  per  cent,  so  that  the  tenants  the 
hon.  Member  does  not  propose  to  benefit 
have  actually  had  a  less  reduction,  on 
the  average,  in  their  rents  than  the  ten- 
ants for  whom  the  hon.  Member  invokes 
the  powers  of  this  Bill.  Let  me  carry 
that  a  little  farther.  The  hon.  Member, 
and  some  other  hon.  Members,  made  a 
good  deal  of  the  abatements  which  have 
been  made  by  the  Land  Commission 
during  the  earlier  months  of  the  pre- 
sent year ;  but  when  I  come  to  look  at 
the  figures,  I  find  that  for  September, 
October,  November,  December,  1885, 
and  the  month  of  January,  1886,  the 
percentage  reduction  on  the  rents  was 
very  much  the  same  as  it  had  been  in 
previous  years.  Why  does  the  hon. 
Member  stop  at  the  3 1st  of  December, 
1 8{54  ?  If  the  Land  Commissioners  have 
fixed  the  rents  of  the  tenants  up  to  the 
31st  of  December,  1884,  at  too  high  a 
rate,  surely,  according  to  those  figures, 
tney  have  committed  the  same  error 
up  to  the  end  of  January,  1886.  The 
reductions  for  February,  March,  April, 
May,  June,  and  July,  1886,  were,  no 
doubt,  larger  than  they  had  been  before 
— from  6  to  8  per  cent,  I  think — but  they 
do  not  justify  the  proposal  of  the  hon. 
Member  to  reduce  the  judicial  rents  50 
per  cent.  More  than  that,  these  reduc- 
tions are  the  only  foundation  of  the  hon. 
Member's  argument,  and  they  are  fal- 
lacious, because,  in  the  last  few  months, 
the  work  of  the  Land  Commission  in 
fixing  judicial  rents  has  been  very 
small  indeed.  Up  to  the  end  of  Deoem- 
ber,  1884,  judicial  rents  amounting  to 
£2,350,000  in  all  were  dealt  with,  while 
in  May  and  June,  1886,  judicial  rents  to 
the  amount  of  only  £7,565  were  dealt 
with.  You  will  find  the  same  thing 
running  through  all  the  months  of  1886. 
You  will  find,  no  doubt,  higher  reduc- 
tions, but  made  upon  a  very  small  num- 
ber of  rents,  and  therefore  you  cannot 
calculate  averages  upon  them,  so  as  to 
test  the  work  of  the  Commission.  The 
hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  pro- 
poses that  those  who  were  so  fortunate 
as  to  have  their  judicial  rents  fixed  be- 
fore the  end  of  December,  1884,  are  to 
benefit  by  this  Bill.    Well,  now,  in  all 
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of  these  cases,  the  Bill  proposes  simply 
to  get  rid  of  that  obligation  arising  from 
judicial  decisions  under  the  Land  Act  of 
1881,  which  was  affirmed  so  lately  as 
June  last  by  the  late  Government,  with 
the  tacit  consent  of  hon.  Members  below 
the  Gangway  opposite,  as  so  sacred 
a  compact  that  the  proposed  Irish 
Parliament  was  to  be  especially  pre- 
vented from  meddling  with  it ;  and  now 
we  are  asked  to  get  rid  of  50  per  cent  of 
these  judicial  rents,  without  even  an  in- 
quiry into  the  state  of  the  circumstances. 
And  for  what  reason  ?  Of  course,  the 
whole  basis  of  the  argument  of  the  hon. 
Member  has  been  the  exceptional  fall  in 
the  prices  of  produce;  but  any  hon. 
Member  who  has  studied  this  Bill  will 
see  that,  in  the  enacting  parts  of  it, 
there  is  not  a  word  about  the  fall  in 
the  prices  of  produce.  The  tenant, 
whatever  may  be  his  position,  occupying 
under  a  judicial  rent  fixed  before  De- 
cember, 1884,  may  simply  decline  to  pay 
that  rent,  and  may  obtain  the  suspension 
of  proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  his 
holding  on  payment  of  half-a-year's  rent 
into  Court,  so  that  he  may  apply  to  the 
Court  to  lower  his  rent  on  the  ground  of 
his  inability  to  pay  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill.  But  that  inability 
may  be  due  to  any  other  cause  than  a 
fall  in  prices.  It  may  be  due  to  his 
having  given  too  much  for  his  tenant 
right.  It  may  arise  from  incompetency 
or  reckless  expenditure,  through  which 
the  tenant  may  have  rendered  himself 
uuable  to  pay  his  rent,  and  yet,  on  the 
general  argument  of  the  fall  in  the 
prices  of  produce,  he  is  to  be  excused 
halt'  that  rent  on  application  to  the 
Court,  if  he  can  show  his  iuability  on 
any  ground  to  pay  wiiat  the  Court  has 
adjudged  to  be  a  fair  rent  for  his  farm. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  dwell  longer  on 
this  point,  because  I  think  it  has  been 
completely  dealt  with  alieady  in  the 
couiso  of  the  debate.  The  Bill,  in  this 
respect,  is  simply  a  Bill  for  permanently 
reducing  the  judicial  rentt»  fixed  before 
the  31st  of  December,  1884,  by  50  per 
cent.  Upon  what  grounds  is  it  proposed 
that  that  should  be  done  ?  I  do  not  wish 
to  impute  motives  to  any  hon.  Members ; 
but  1  couffss  that  it  seems  to  me  the 
result  of  the  acceptance  of  such  a  pro- 
posal ar)  this  by  Parliament  would  be, 
in  the  first  place,  to  give  a  death-blow 
to  the  purchase,  by  the  tenants,  of  their 
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holdings  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Land  Act  of  1885,  which  was  unani- 
mously passed  by  Parliament;  and, 
secondly,  to  give  the  Irish  tenants,  quite 
irrespective  of  their  necessities,  a  yerj 
large  slice  out  of  the  property  A 
their  landlords.  The  ostensible  reason 
is,  that  the  Commissioners  under  the 
Land  Act  have  fixed  the  judicial  rents 
without  due  regard  to  the  possible  &U 
in  the  prices  of  produce.  I  should  like 
to  know  very  much  when  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  New- 
castle-on-Tyne  first  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion that  it  was  possible  that  the 
Commissioners  under  the  Land  Act 
could  have  taken  such  a  course  as  that  ? 
I  should  like  to  know  from  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Derby 
when  he  addresses  the  House — as  I 
presume  he  will — when  that  condnsion 
was  first  arrived  at  ?  The  Land  Commis- 
sioners were  immaculate  for  a  longtime. 
When  they  were  attacked  from  the 
landlords'  point  of  view,  no  language 
could  be  too  strong  to  describe  the  ini- 
quity of  the  attacks.  Now,  they  are 
thrown  overboard  altogether,  and  it  is 
to  be  taken  for  granted,  without  any 
inquiry  at  all,  that  they  have  not  done 
their  duty  by  taking  into  consideration 
the  possible  fall  in  the  price  of  agricul- 
tural produce  in  fixing  judicial  rents. 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  City  of  Cork 
drew  a  comparison  between  the  prices  of 
farm  produce  which  prevailed  before  1684 
and  between  1884  and  1885.  I  ventured 
to  assert,  in  a  previous  debate  on  this 
subject,  that  I  did  not  believe  that  look- 
ing at  the  amount  of  the  judicial  rents 
then  fixed,  it  was  possible  that  the 
Assistant  Commissioners  could  have 
fixed  them  merely  on  the  prices  which 
then  prevailed.  I  quoted  to  the  House 
the  relation  between  the  totals  of  the 
judicial  rents  fixed  up  to  the  end  of  the 
year  1886,  and  the  valuation  of  the  same 
properties  under  Griffith's  valuation.  I 
showed  that  the  judicial  rents  amounted 
to  £2,603,000  on  properties  valued  in 
Griffith's  valuation  at  £2,440,000,  and 
I  went  on  further  to  show  the  prices  of 
produce  on  which  the  rents  were  fixed 
by  Griffith's  valuation.  More  than  five 
important  articles  included  in  the  Sche* 
dule  are  absolutely  higher  at  the  pre- 
sent time  than  they  were  in  1852,  and 
I  think.  Sir,  that  that,  generally  speak- 
ing, proves  that  the  judicial  rents  oooU 
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not  haye  been  fixed  on  anything  like 
the  prices  which  prevailed  between  1881 
and  1 884.  Unless  it  was  proved  not  only 
that  prices  would  fall  from  the  point  at 
which  they  stood  at  the  time  of  Grifl&th's 
valuation,  but  that  the  fall  would  be 
permanent  and  even  increasing,  there 
could  be  no  real  ground  for  any  general 
reduction  in  judicial  rents.  The  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  inter- 
rupted me  on  that  occasion,  and  he 
asked  me  what  the  relation  between 
the  judicial  rents  and  Griffith's  valua- 
tion in  particular  counties  was.  I 
have  looked  further  into  the  matter 
since,  and  I  find  that  in  the  three 
counties  of  Cork,  Limerick,  and  Kerry, 
the  judicial  rents  are  considerably 
higher  than  Griffith's  valuation.  That 
being  so,  I  went  on  to  inquire  why; 
and  I  found  that  this  was  the  reason — 
that  the  valuation  of  these  counties 
was  commenced  in  the  years  imme- 
diately succeeding  the  Irish  Famine,  and 
that  they  wore  settled,  finally,  by  the 
middle  of  1853,  when  the  country  was 
still  sufiering  from  the  effects  of  that 
famine,  when  agricultural  affairs  were 
much  depressed,  and  when  poor  rates 
were  very  high.  Therefore,  the  valua- 
tion in  these  counties  was  fixed  at  a  very 
low  rate  as  compared  with  the  valuation 
of  counties  fixed  in  succeeding  years 
down  to  1865.  Furthermore,  I  also 
found  that  in  these  counties  there  had 
been  large  sums  of  money  expended 
in  improvements  by  loans  from  the  State 
since  Griffith's  valuation,  not  to  say 
anything  about  the  private  expenditure 
of  landlords  or  tenants.  There  had 
been  an  actual  expenditure  in  the 
counties  of  Cork  and  Kerry  of  £400,000 
each,  and  in  the  county  of  Limerick  of 
£284,000,  money  advanced  by  the  State 
for  the  improvement  of  property  by 
drainage  and  other  works.  Therefore, 
Sir,  upon  all  these  grounds,  it  is  per- 
fectly clear  there  would  be  reason  why 
judicial  rents  fixed  between  1881  and 
1884  in  these  counties  should  be  con- 
siderably higher  than  Griffith's  valua- 
tion in  1853.  Besides  that,  I  have 
noticed  that  nothing  was  said  about  the 
fall  of  prices  until  the  rejection  of  the 
Home  Kule  Bill  of  the  late  Government. 
Prices  were  lower  in  the  spring  and 
early  summer  than  they  are  now  ;  prices 
are  distinctly  rising  at  the  present  mo- 
ment.   I  have  an  account  here,  taken 


from  The  Fanner i^  Gaatette  of  Ireland, 
and  I  am  very  glad  to  see  it,  which 
shows  that  at  Banagher  Fair,  on  the 
15th  of  September,  11,300  sheep  had 
been  penned,  and  that  only  350  re- 
mained unsold,  and  that  prices  had 
g^ne  up  5«.  to  6«.  per  head  higher  than 
they  were  last  year.  The  horse  trade 
also  was  very  good.  I  have  also  a 
letter  from  Messrs.  Hudson,  the  large 
provision  merchants  of  Ludgate  Hill, 
who  say  that  the  price  of  Cork  butter  is 
30  per  cent  higher  at  the  present  mo- 
ment than  it  was  on  the  3Uth  of  June 
last ;  firsts,  which  were  at  75,  are  now 
105 ;  seconds  have  advanced  from  62  to 
83 ;  and  thirds,  which  were  then  54,  are 
now  70.  That  is  borne  out  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  himself, 
who  told  the  House,  that  although  the 
price  of  butter  had  risen,  it  was  an  un- 
fortunate thing  that  the  Cork  farmers 
had  no  butter  to  send.  So  much  for 
the  first  ground  on  which  the  proposal 
of  the  hon.  Member  is  based ;  but  ho 
takes  another  ground,  and  that  is  the 
dread  that  the  landlords  will  largely 
resort  to  evictions  during  the  coming 
autum  and  winter,  because  the  tenants 
are  unable  to  pay  their  rent,  and  he 
quoted  to  the  House  figures,  dating 
from  some  time  back,  of  the  total  num- 
ber of  evictions.  Now,  Sir,  I  quite 
agree  with  what  fell  fro.m  the  noble 
Marquess  the  Member  for  Hossendale 
(the  Marquess  of  Hartington),  in  the 
earlier  part  of  the  evening,  as  to  the 
eviction  statistics.  They  are  utterly 
misleading.  [**  Oh,  oh!"]  Yes,  they 
are,  and  I  will  explain  to  the  House 
why  they  are.  Certainly,  I  shall  make 
it  my  business  to  see  that  they  are, 
in  future,  so  stated  as  to  give  a  fair 
report  to  the  House  of  what  actually 
takes  place.  The  hon.  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork  quoted  a  certain  number 
of  evictions  in  certain  quarters  of  the 
year.  I  will  not  enter  into  the  com- 
parisons, but  I  will  simply  remind  the 
House  that  so  far  as  the  quarter  ending 
Juno  30th  last  is  concerned,  the  total 
numbers — on  which  fact  I  lay  no  stress 
— were  less  than  the  corresponding 
quarter  of  the  previous  year ;  and,  fur- 
ther, that  the  numbers  in  any  quarter 
have  nothing  whatever  to  do,  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Newcastle- on-Tyne  knows  very  well, 
with  the  Lord  lieutenant  or  the  Chief 
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Secretary  who  may  happen  to  be  in 
Office  in  that  particular  quarter.  They 
are  the  result  of  preyious  processes  in 
the  Courts  of  Law.  They  come  into 
execution  at  irregular  dates,  in  regard 
to  which  the  GoYemment  of  the  day 
can  have  no  influence  whateyer.  It  is 
possible,  no  doubt,  that  the  figures  of 
evictions  may  increase  during  the  cur- 
rent quarter  as  compared  with  the  cor- 
responding quarter  last  year ;  but  what 
I  would  wish  the  House  to  remember  is 
this — that  the  number  of  evictions  in- 
creasing is  no  proof  of  the  inability  of 
the  tenants  to  pay  the  rent.  It  may  be 
that  a  combination  to  resist  the  payment 
of  rent  prevents  the  tenant  from  pay- 
ing the  rent.  Therefore,  if  tenants 
who  are  able  to  pay  do  not  pay,  land- 
lords have  to  resort  to  eviction  as  the 
only  course  open  to  them,  and  then  after 
eviction,  the  authority  of  the  combina- 
tion is  kept  up  by  outrages.  Therefore, 
Sir,  if  evictions  should  increase,  I  re- 
peat that  it  is  no  proof  of  inability  to 
pay.  But  I  will  go  into  the  figures  with 
regard  to  evictions.  I  am  glad  to  find 
that  for  the  week  ending  September  11, 
there  were,  in  the  whole  of  Ireland,  only 
19  cases  in  which  tenants  were  abso- 
lutely evicted  from  their  holdings.  Cases 
of  this  kind  vary  from  week  to  week  in 
a  most  extraordinary  manner.  If  you 
analyze  the  figures,  and  take  away  from 
the  total  number  of  evictions,  the  num- 
ber of  tenants  reinstated  as  tenants  or 
caretakers,  I  believe  it  is  within  the  truth 
to  say  that,  out  of  all  the  tenants  in  Ire- 
land, the  evictions  for  the  year  1885  do  not 
amount  to  three  out  of  2,000  tenancies. 
Further  than  that,  there  are  many  cases 
of  reinstatement  which  do  not  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Government  at  all — for 
instance,  where  tenants  are  not  reinstated 
at  the  moment  as  tenants  or  caretakers, 
but  come  in  again  under  the  power  of 
the  six  months'  redemption  at  a  later 
date.  Then,  again,  many  of  these  evic- 
tions are  due  to  debts  to  creditors  who 
are  not  landlords  at  all.  I  will  give  the 
House  some  curious  figures  on  this 
point.  I  have  looked  into  the  statis- 
tics of  evictions  in  the  month  of  Au- 
gust, 188G.  They  were  reported  as 
482  in  number,  including  2,374  per- 
sons. Now,  I  find  that  if  you  eliminate 
from  these  numbers  all  except  actual 
cases  of  evictions  for  non-payment  of 
rent 
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Mb.  T.  C.  HABBINGTON  (Ihiblio, 
Harbour) :  Judgment  evictions  on  titk^ 
or  a  bill  of  sale. 

Sib  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH: 
Title  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  City 
of  Cork.  The  observation  of  the  hon. 
Member,  therefore,  is  altogether  irrele- 
vant ;  the  Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  lor 
the  City  of  Cork  would  not  atop  a  single 
eviction  on  titie. 

Mb.  T.  C.  HABBINGTON  :  Oh,  yes^ 
it  would. 

Mr.  PABNELL  :  Proceedings  for  re- 
covery of  rent  are  stayed. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICES-BEAOH: 
Evictions,  as  I  have  said,  numbered  482 
in  August,  and  out  of  that  number  only 
264  cases  were  due  to  the  non-payment 
of  rent — namely,  64  in  Leinst^,  53  in 
Ulster,  99  in  Munster,  and  48  in  Gon- 
naught.  I  will  tell  the  Home  something 
more,  which  I  think  will  show  dint  thoM 
evictions,  at  any  rate,  were  due  to  other 
causes  besides  the  fall  in  the  price  of  prD> 
duce  during  the  past  year.  I  find  that 
out  of  the  264  cases,  the  number  in  which 
one  year's  rent  was  due  was  26 ;  1|-  yeeis^ 
rent,  58 ;  2  years'  rent,  60 ;  2^  years' 
rent,  84 ;  3  years'  rent,  38 ;  and  between  3 
and  10  years'  rent,  48  cases.  I  think 
that  shows  that,  if  you  simply  wish  to 
look  at  this  matter  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  effect  upon  the  tenant  of 
the  fall  in  prices  which  has  ooeuzred 
during  the  last  year  or  18  monthsi 
you  must  eliminate  a  great  many 
cases  of  long  arrears.  But  there  is 
something  more.  I  cannot  tell  at  the 
present  time  how  many  of  those  casss 
are  oases  in  which  judicial  rente  have 
been  fixed,  but  my  impression  is  that  they 
are  a  very  small  number  indeed.  The 
Bill  of  the  hon.  Member  only  applies  to 
judicial  rents.  It  would  not  be  neoss- 
sary  to  stop  evictions  in  cases  where 
judicial  rents  were  not  fixed,  if  the 
tenants  fell  into  difficulties,  and  in  those 
circumstances  desired  to  apply  to  the 
Land  Court  for  the  fixing  of  judicial 
rents.  The  evictions,  to  prevent  which 
we  are  asked  to  make  this  great  change 
in  the  law,  are  only  those  of  judicial 
tenants  whose  inability  to  pay  is  due  to 
the  recent  fall  in  prices.  With  resard 
to  that  small  number  of  cases — and  it  is 
very  small — I  have  already  stated  to  the 
House,  in  a  previous  debate,  that  in 
the  case  of  these  tenants,  the  Ooulf 
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Courts  are  empowered,  by  a  general 
order  of  the  Judges,  to  suspend,  at  their 
discretion,  the  execution  of  the  judg- 
ments; and  a  similar  jurisdiction  has 
always  been  exercised  by  the  Supreme 
Court.  I  do  not  know,  therefore,  what 
more  you  want  in  order  to  guard  against 
the  few  cases  of  undue  hardship  which 
may  occur.  I  am  quite  certain  that  there 
is  no  ground  whatever,  looking  at  the 
facts  of  the  case,  for  anything  like  the 
proposal  of  the  hon.  Member,  which  is, 
as  I  have  already  stated,  a  simple  sus- 
pension of  50  per  cent  of  the  judicial 
rents  fixed  before  1884  over  the  whole  of 
Ireland.  Well,  Sir,  I  have  detained  the 
House  too  long,  and  I  really  do  not  wish 
to  reiterate  anything  I  have  previously 
said  upon  this  subject.  But  I  noticed  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Newcastle-on-Tyne  expressed  a  great 
desire  to  get  the  Land  Question  of  Ire- 
land settled  on  a  firm  and  stable  basis. 
Well,  Sir,  that  is  a  desire  in  which  I  can 
assure  him  we  sympathize  with  him 
most  heartily.  But  we  do  not  think  that 
the  best  way  to  get  the  Land  Question 
of  Ireland  settled  on  a  firm  and  stable 
basis  is  to  upset  the  great  settlement  of 
1881  at  the  first  proposal  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork.  We  think 
that  these  are  matters  sufficiently  diffi- 
cult and  important  and  complicated  to 
require  you  to  look  before  you  leap.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  prefers  to  leap, 
before  he  looks,  and  I  think,  if  he  landed 
in  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  he 
would  have  very  considerable  difficulty 
in  choosing  ground  on  which  to  put  his 
foot  at  the  next  stage.  I  regretted  to 
hear  from  a  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
speaks  with  the  honesty  and  the  fairness 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  taunts  directed 
against  Her  Majesty's  Government,  for 
desiring  to  risk  millions  in  making  the 
State  the  direct  landlord  of  Ireland. 
Sir,  it  is  precisely  because  we  do  not 
desire  to  make  proposals  to  Parlia- 
ment which  have  not  a  substantial 
basis,  and  which  we  are  not  able  to 
justify  by  sound  and  cogent  argument, 
that  we  have  decided  on  the  inquiry 
which  we  have  already  stated  to  the 
House  it  is  our  intention  to  institute. 
We  believe  that  there  is  scope  for  inquiry, 
both  in  regard  to  the  Land  Act  of  1881 
and  the  Land  Purchase  Act  of  1885. 
We  have  already  stated  to  the  Houae  the 


terms  of  Eeference  to  the  Commission, 
whose  appointment  I  have  intimated  to 
the  House  this  evening.  We  propose 
that  that  inquiry  shall  be  begun  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  brought  to  a  completion 
without  any  unnecessary  delay,  and  upon 
the  result  of  that  inquiry  we  hope  to 
submit  proposals  to  the  House  next 
Session.  The  right  hon.  Member  for 
Newcastle-on-Tyne  tells  us  that  our 
position  in  regard  to  social  order  in 
Ireland  is  not  an  easy  one.  He  re- 
minds us  that  we  are  under  g^eat 
disadvantages  as  compared  with  the 
Government  of  Lord  Spencer.  I  know 
very  well — nobody  knows  better — that 
the  position  of  the  Irish  Government 
in  this  matter  is  not  an  easy  one, 
that  we  are  under  great  disadvantages ; 
and  I  must  state  to  the  House  that 
the  position  of  affairs  in  Ireland  now  is 
such  that  it  may  well  be  that  we  shall 
have  to  ask  the  House  to  empower  us  to 
deal  with  the  situation  at  an  earlier  date 
than  may  be  anticipated.  But  we  have 
no  right  to  try  to  make  our  position  in 
Ireland  easy  by  the  means  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  suggests.  He 
tells  us  that  we  make  no  attempt  to 
secure  peace  and  harmony  with  the  Irish 
Party.  I  am  very  well  aware  what 
the  value  of  peace  and  harmony  with 
the  Irish  Party  might  be  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Ireland ;  but  we  have  no  right 
to  buy  peace  by  doing  injustice.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian,  in  1881,  characterized  his 
own  amendment  of  ^the  Irish  Land  Law 
as  one  which  had  removed  all  injustice 
as  between  landlord  ahd  tenant.  We 
take  our  stand  upon  that  settlement 
until,  by  inquiry,  it  is  proved  to  be 
wrong.  We  will  not  buy  peace  in 
Ireland  by  doing  that  which  we  are 
not  convinced  is  right.  We  desire,  as 
much  as  any  hon.  Members  in  this  House 
can  desire,  to  govern  Ireland  Constitu- 
tionally, in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of 
the  Irish  people.  But,  Sir,  we  will  not 
attempt  to  govern  Ireland  by  a  policy  of 
blackmail.  It  is  because  that  attempt  baa 
been  made  so  often  by  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen who  sit  on  that  (the  Front  Oppo- 
sition) Bench,  from  time  to  time,  yield- 
ing to  coercion  and  dictation  on  the 
part  of  hon.  Members  below  the  Gktng- 
way,  that  we  are  landed  to-day  in  the 

Seat  difficulties  that  environ  the  Irish 
lestioD,  and  that  the  hon.  Member 
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for  the  Oity  of  Cork  has  been  emboldened 
to  place  before  this  House  a  Bill  which, 
though  purporting  to  be  a  mere  instal- 
ment of  justice  to  the  poor  Irish  tenants, 
ie  an  act  of  gross  injustice  to  the  land- 
lords of  Ireland. 

SirWILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Derby  ): 
Sir,  I  think  the  House  and  the  country 
will    note  with  considerable  alarm  the 
tone  of  defiance  and  menace  with  which 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  is  embarking   on 
his  mission  of  peace.     We  have  never 
asked  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  or  the 
Government  to  seek  peace  through   in- 
justice ;  but  what  we  have  asked  them  to 
do  is  to  seek  peace  in  Ireland  by  a  pro- 
cess which  we  believe  to  be  just  and 
right.  lCrie»of''OhV\from  the  Ministerial 
Benches.']    Yes,  you  may  differ  in  your 
opinion  as  to  that  which  is   just  and 
right ;  but  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  accuse  us,  or  any  Members  in  this 
House,   of    deliberately  seeking    peace 
through  '^blackmail,"  is  a  charge  which 
I  venture  to  repudiate  as  indecent,  un- 
founded, and  uncalled  for.     The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  commenced  his  speech 
with   a  very  singular  complaint.     He 
Baid  that  the  Irish  Members  had  not 
spoken  enough  in  this  debate.     Well, 
that  was  not  a  very  prudent  challenge  to 
make  to  Irisli  Members  towards  the  end 
of  September.    I  suppose,  the  House  is 
pretty  well  aware  of  what  the  views  of 
the  Lish  Members  below  the  Gangway 
upon  this  Bill  are,  and  it  was  not  at  all 
unnatural  they  should  desire  that  the 
views  of  hon.  Members  from  England 
and  Scotland  upon  it  should  be  stated 
to  the  House.     Well,  Sir,  having  taken 
notice  of  the  second,  and,  fortunately,  the 
shorter  part  of  the  right  hon.Gentleman's 
speech,  in  which  he  menaced  the  House 
with    an  early  meeting,  for    purposes 
which  we  can  easily  detect,  I  will  turn 
my  attention   to  the  earlier  and  more 
tranquil  portion  of  his  speech.     It  is  not 
denied,  and  I,  for  one,  do  not  deny  for 
one  moment,  that  this  is  a  Bill  of  a  most 
exceptional   character.      [^A   laugh,]    I 
hope  hon.  Members  opposite  who  laugh 
will  agree  with  me  that  it  is  an  excep- 
tional Bill,  which  can  only  bo  justified 
on  exceptional  grounds.     Therefore,  the 
question  we  have  to  consider,  in  voting 
upon  this  Bill,  is  whether  there  are  such 
exceptional  grounds  as  will  justify  a  Bill 
of  this  description  ?   The  Chief  Secretary 
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for  Ireland  just  now  said  that  notbinff 
had  been  heard  about  low  prices,  and 
their  effect  on  the  ability  of  tenants  to 
pay  their  rent,  until  the  Home  Rale 
Bill  was  rejected.  [An  hon.  Mexbeb 
Hear,  hear !  ]  An  Con.  Member  says 
*' Hear,  hear!"  WiU  he  kindly  say 
^'Hear,  hear!"  to  what  I  am  going 
to  read?  Now,  Sir,  before  the  Homa 
Eule  Bill  was  rejected — on  the  20th  of 
March — a  very  high  authority  indeed 
— not  a  Nationalist  authority — gave  its 
views  on  the  question  of  low  prices  and 
the  reduction  of  rent.  I  really  believe  thr.t 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  cried  ''Hear, 
hear!"  and  some  others,  conceive  that 
the  idea  of  low  prices,  as  affecting  tbe 
ability  to  pay  rent,  is  a  wicked  invention 
of  the  Nationalist  Party.  There  are 
many  hon.  Members  who  are  in  the 
habit  of  reading  Ths  Timet  newspaper 
every  morning,  and  this  is  what  that 
great  and  infallible  authority  said  on  the 
20th  of  March — long  before  the  Home 
Hule  Bill  had  been  rejected.  I  want  to 
show  the  House  that  the  notion  that  this 
was  an  invention  of  the  enemy,  and 
that  nothing  was  heard  of  the  fall  of 
prices  until  the  Home  Bule  Bill  was  re- 
jected, is  altogether  unfounded.  Now, 
that  great  leader  of  public  opinion — 
[An  hon.  Membeb:  Hear,  hear!] — I 
am  glad  that  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
accept  it  as  such—that  gpreat  leader  of 
public  opinion  stated  on  the  20th  of 
March — 

^^  Upon  facts  unhappily  too  patent  to  all  the 
world— the  fall  in  agricnltaral  values  on  a  soil 
to  a  great  extent  poor,  worn  oat»  and  badly 
farmed  —  not  only  haajrent  disappeared,  Init 
cultivation  has  almost  become  impossible.  It 
is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  rental  of  628.000 
holdings  in  Ireland  is  practically  irrecoTcnble 
by  anybody,  whether  landlord,  EngUah  GoTem* 
ment,  or  Irish  Gh>ycmment.  Holdings  of  aa 
average  value  of  £6  offer  no  margin  to  meet 
such  a  fall  in  values  as  has  already  occnrrcd, 
and  that  is  very  likely  to  be  more  seriously  felt. 
We  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  full  extent 
even  of  oxisting  shrinkages  of  values  has  not 
yet  been  experienced,  and  in  that  case  all  thA 
weaker  men,  together  with  many  of  the  com* 
2)aratively  strong,  will  go  down,  and  their 
rentals  will  have  to  be  written  off  as  a  had  debt. 
Thus  one-third  of  the  total  rental  of  Irelaiid  is 
worthless,  and  the  other  two- thirds  are  ob* 
viously  and  apart  from  all  political  difficulties 
indefinitely  depreciated.*' 

Now,  that  was  not  invented  after  the 
rejection  of  the  Home  Bule  Bill.  It 
was  not  the  idea  of  the  Nationaliat 
Party ;  but  it  was  the  deliberate  opiaiiB 
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of  The  Times  newspaper  on  facts  patent 
to  all  the  world.     It  is  quite  true  that 
The  Times  now  says  exactly  the  opposite ; 
but  then    you   may   set  one   authority 
against  the    other.      I  only  quote    The 
limes  for  the  purpose  of  showing  how 
ridiculously  extravagant  and  absurd  is 
the    statement   that  the   fall  in  prices 
was  not  invented  till  after  the  defeat  of 
the  Home  Eule  Bill,  or  that  it  was  the 
invention  of  the  Nationalist  Party.     I 
quoted  in  a  former  debate,  and  I  will 
not    quote    again,    another    authority, 
neither  a  Nationalist  authority,  nor  one 
subsequent  to  the  rejection  of  the  Bill. 
Mr.  Murrough  O'Brien,  in  his  evidence 
before  the  Commission  on  the  Depres- 
sion of  Trade,  stated  that  the  fall    in 
prices  would  very  seriously   affect  the 
ability  of  the  tenants  to  pay  their  rents. 
I  also  quoted  Mr.   Tuke,  to  the  same 
effect.     An    hon.   Member  complained 
that  I  did  not    also   cite  the  remedies 
proposed  by  Mr.  Tuke ;    but  that  was 
not  the  object  with  which  I  quoted  him. 
I  also  quoted  him  to  show  that  the  fall 
in    values    had    seriously  affected    the 
ability  to  pay  rents,  and  that,  according 
to  Mr.  Tuke,  one-third  of  Ireland  in  the 
West  was   affected.      Then,  it  is  quite 
plain  that  these  opinions  were  not  in- 
vented at  the  moment  for  political  pur- 
poses, because  they  are  opinions  which 
were  promulgated  and  stated  by  more 
than  one  authority  long  before  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  Home  Rule  Bill — six  months 
ago.     The  bon.  Member  for  the  City  of 
Cork  has  referred  to  the  judicial  deci- 
sions  of  the    Land    Commissioners  in 
1885.      That  is  a   most  important  cir- 
cumstance, and  I  cannot  think  that  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  sufficiently 
appreciated  the   cogency  of    the  argu- 
ment. What  are  the  facts  ?  In  Leinster, 
taking  as  the  standard  the  Government 
valuation,  which  is  practically,  for  Poor 
Law  purposes,  Griffith's  valuation,  the 
main  body  of  judicial  rents  were  15  per 
cent  above  Griffith's  valuation.     During 
the  first  four  months  of  this  year  they 
have  been  16  per  cent  below.     That  is 
a  difference  of  31  per  cent.     Now,  these 
facts  have  never  been  really  dealt  with 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  during 
this   debate.     In  Connaught,  the   main 
body  of  rents  were  settled  at  13*2  per 
cent  above  Griffith's  valuation ;  and  in 
the  first  four  months  of  this  year  they 
have  been  18  percent  below,  or  a  differ- 


ence of  31  per  cent  ag^in.    These  are  not 
the  opinions  of  individuals,  or  things  in-* 
vented  for  political  purposes  by  the  Na- 
tionalist Party,  but  they  are  judicial  de- 
cisions upon  actual  cases,  and  under  the 
circumstances  of   the  time.     Well,   in 
Munster,  again,  it  is  the  same,  although 
as  regards  Ulster,  owing  to  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances, the  case  is  different.     In 
Munster,  the  rents  were  25*8  per  cent 
above  the  Qt)vemment  valuation  in  the 
former  period ;   and  in    the  first  four 
months  of  this  year  they  were  2*1  above 
it,  which  shows  a  falling  off  of  23  per 
cent.    These  are  facts  you  have  got  to 
deal  with,  and  I  venture  to  say  that  you 
have  not  yet  dealt  with  them.    Answer 
this  question — Why  is  it  that  the  Land 
Commissioners,    during    the    last    four 
months  of  last  year  and  the  first  four 
months  of  this  year,  have  been  fixing 
rents  upon  values  so  much  lower  than 
they  were  in  the  same  districts  formerly  ? 
I  have  before  me  the  Blue  Book  which 
gives  the  rents  fixed  in  the  months  of 
May  and  June  at  pages  34-5-6.     There 
are  whole  columns  of  the  rents,  of  which 
we  have  heard  something  of  the  Mar- 
quess of  Clanricarde.     What  is  the  cha- 
racter of   these  judicial  decisions?     I 
will  take  one.      The  rent  adjudicated 
upon  was  £25  ;  the  Government  valua- 
tion was  £21  ;   and  what  was  the  rent 
judicially  settled  ?    It  was  £  1 7  1 0«.     In 
another  case,  the  figures  are,  £41  rent, 
£39  valuation,    settled    rent  £31.     In 
another  case,  the  rent  £12  10«.,  valua- 
tion £12,  settlement  £9  ;  and  so  on,  all 
through  these  pages,  there  are  figures 
representing  a  reduction  ranging  from 
25   to  30  per  cent.    These    are    facts 
which  have  to  be  dealt  with.     Is  it  a 
fact  that  when  other  judicial  rents  were 
settled,  they  were  setUed  upon  a  similar 
basis  ?    What  does  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman say  to  this  ?    He  said  that  the 
fall  of  prices  was  great  in  1885 ;  but  he 
finds  that  the  judicial  rents  settled  in 
1885  were  very  much  the  same  as  in  the 
previous  period.     That  may  be  so ;  but 
everybody  knows  there  is  a  great  differ- 
ence between  the  effects  of  the  first  year 
of  a  depression  and  those  of  a  second 
year  of  depression.     It  is  not  until  the 
second  year  that  the  real  stress  comes 
upon  the  tenants.  It  is  because  the  Com- 
missioners have  found  the  long  continu- 
ance of  this  depression  that  they  have 
arrived  at  their  decision  to  reduce  the 
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rents.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says 
it  is  quite  true  that  the  number  of  cases 
adjudicated  upon  is  much  less  than  it 
was  in  former  times,  and  he  does  not  see 
that  that  is  an  argument  that  tells  very 
much  against  him.  Why  is  it  that  few 
cases  are  coming  in,  or  that  any  cases 
are  coming  in  at  all  ?  In  the  former 
years  since  1881,  all  the  tenants  who 
thought  their  rents  were  too  high,  and 
who  thought  they  could  get  an  advan- 
tageous reduction,  came  into  Court  to 
get  them  adjudicated  upon.  Those  who 
did  not  come  in,  were  those  who  thought, 
in  the  average  run  of  the  decisions,  &ey 
would  gain  no  sufficient  advantage  in 
the  reduction  of  rent.  But  who  are  the 
people  who  have  been  coming  in  now  ? 
It  is  the  men  who  did  not  come  in  be- 
fore, because  they  thought  they  would 
get  no  reduction  of  rent,  but  who  know 
that,  under  present  prices,  they  can 
come  into  Court  and  got  great  reduc- 
tions. Then  I  say,  and  all  I  ask  myself 
and  those  who  will  vote  for  this  Bill 
— [^Interruption] — the  manners  of  the 
House  of  Commons  are  not  what  they 
used  to  be  in  days  gone  by.  I  repeat 
again,  that  I  ask  myself,  and  I  ask  those 
who  are  going  to  vote  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  is  there  not  a  strong 
primd  facie  case  of  probable  injustice  if 
you  do  not  do  something  that  is  calcu- 
lated   to    stay    evictions?      f"No!" 


(■'\ 


Well,  that  is  the  question.  [**No 
You  may  answer  **  No ;  "  but  I  am 
going  to  give  reasons  why  the  answer 
should  be  ^^Yes,"  and  I  ask  for  the 
patience  of  hon.  Members.  I  have 
given  some  evidence  of  the  opinions 
that  have  been  expressed,  and  I  have 
stated  what  appears  to  be  some  cogent 
evidence  in  regard  to  judicial  decisions ; 
but  there  is  evidence  of  another  charac- 
ter. There  have  been,  I  am  happy  to 
say,  in  some  parts  of  Ireland  voluntary 
reductions  g^ing  on.  The  hon.  Member 
for  the  City  of  Cork  has  stated  the  case 
of  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  as  one  proof  that 
the  fall  in  prices  has  created  a  necessity 
for  the  reduction  of  rents.  I  would  call 
the  attention  of  hon.  Gentlemen  to  a 
paragraph  appearing  in  The  Ht,  James* i 
Gazettey  which  is  not  a  Nationalist  paper, 
a  statement  which  gives  the  names  of 
several  landlords  who  have  mado  reduc- 
tions of  20  per  cent,  25  per  cent,  and  even 
40  per  cent.  I  want  to  know  if  that  is  not 
some  evidence  that  there  is  a  case  for  a 
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reduction  of  rent  ?  Bat  oan  yon  be  aatu- 
fied,  ought  you  to  be  satisfiedy  with  liie 
probability  that  all  landlords  are  likely 
to  act  as  those  landlords  have  acted  ?   1 
would  ask  the  opinion  of   some  hon. 
Members  of  this  House  on  the  sabjeot 
as  to  whether  or  not  there  is  a  case  for 
the  reduction  of  rent.      What  ia  the 
opinion  of  my  noble  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Bossendale  (the  MarqneBS  of 
Hartington)  ?    He  has  objeoted  to  thii 
Bill,  on  the  very  ground  that  there  ii 
no  case  for  the  reduction  of  rent.    The 
greater  part  of  his  speech  was  receiTed 
— and  I  am  not  surprised  at  it— with 
enthusiastic  applause  from  hon.  (Gentle- 
.men  opposite.    Yes ;  but  there  was  one 
striking  passage  in  his  speech  which 
was  received  with  a  remarkable  silenoCp 
and  that  was  the  solemn  appeal  which 
he  made  to  the  landlords  of  Ireland. 
'Cries  of  **No!"]    Not  a  cheer  then. 
'Renewed  cries  of  "No  I  '*]    Every  man 
on  those  Benches  was  dumb  ;  there  was 
not  a  cheer.    ['*  No,  no !  ""j    Hon.  Mem- 
bers who  were  not  here  tnen,  bnt  who 
are  here  now,  are  very  ready  to  ciy 
*<  No ! ''    My^noble  Friend  appealed  to 
the  landlords  of  Ireland  to  act  with  a 
sense  of  their  responsibilities.    Bespon* 
sibilities  for  what  ?    Besponsibilitiee  for 
the  existing  judicial  rents?    Was  that 
what  my  noble  Friend  meant  ?      He 
appealed  to  the  landlords  in  Ireland 
not  only  to   do   so  themselyes,  bnt  to 
use  their  influence  to  the  same  end  with 
others.     We  have  had  no  such  appeal 
as  that  from  the   Chief  Secretary  foe 
Ireland.    All  his  speech  was  a  justifica- 
tion, and  an    argument,   to  show  the 
landlords  of  Ireland  that  there  was  no 
case  whatever  for  a  reduction  of  rents, 
and  that  anyone  who  spoke  of  it  was 
preaching  injustice.      [6Vt#f   of  "No^ 
no ! ''  from  the  Jlinisterial  BgnokmJl    I 
appeal  to  my  noble  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Eossendale;   he  knows  some- 
thing of  the  condition  of  Ireland ;  he 
made  an  appeal  to  the  landlords  to  have 
due  regard  to  their  resposibilities,  and  to 
use  their  influence  with  their  neighboors; 
and  he  gave  the  strongest  indication  as 
to  what  his  view  is  as  to  the  necessitf 
for  dealing  kindly  with  the    tenants. 
Well,  Sir,  that  is  not  the  opinion  of  the 
Loyal  and  Patriotic  Union.     I  am  veiy 
glad  to  see  that  my  noble  Friend  is  nol 
always  in  accordance  with  them,  thoa|Hh 
I  believe  he  did  attend  one  of  tlisir 
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autumn  feBtivities.  They  declare,  in 
their  pamphlet,  that  there  is  nothing  in 
the  agricultural  condition  of  Ireland 
which  requires  any  change  or  any  re- 
mission of  rents.  To  proye  that  is  the 
whole  ohject  of  their  pamphlet,  and 
that  is  what  they  have  declared.  I  was 
rather  amused  to  find,  in  that  rather 
large  pamphlet,  the  drink  argument, 
which  has  heen  served  up  in  this  de- 
bate more  than  once.  The  objection  I 
have  to  the  drink  argument  is,  that  I 
believe  it  is  an  argument  entirely  un- 
founded and  untrue.  What  is  the  nature 
of  that  argument  ?  The  nature  of  it  is, 
that  the  Irish  people  must  be  more  pros- 
perous, because  they  drink  more  than 
they  used  to  do.  But  is  it  true  that 
they  are  drinking  more?  I  took  up 
yesterday  the  latest  Eetums  of  the 
Board  of  Trade — the  Eetum  for  August. 
Taking  out  the  quantity  of  spirits  kept 
for  consumption  in  Ireland — it  only  deals 
with  the  whisky  consumed  and  not  ex- 
ported— it  appears  that  in  the  first  six 
months  of  1884,  the  consumption  was 
2,423,000  gallons;  in  1885,  it  was 
2,343,000  gallons;  and  in  1886,  it  was 
2,209,000  gallons,  a  regular  but  most 
rapid  decrease  in  the  first  six  months  of 
1886.  Well,  the  drink  argument  is  a 
very  silly  argument  at  the  best ;  but 
when  you  are  using  the  silly  arguments 
of  the  Loyal  and  Patriotic  Union,  you 
may  as  well  have  your  facts  correct. 
Well,  then,  I  confess  that,  upon  these  and 
other  grounds  which  I  have  stated,  I 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  a 
very  strong  primd  facie  case  for  the 
belief  that  rents  upon  the  present 
prices  may  be  and  are  too  high.  I 
would  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land, upon  his  own  responsibility — for 
he  has  official  information,  he  has  the 
means  of  knowing — is  he  prepared  to  say 
that  the  rents  are  not  too  high  upon  the 
present  prices  in  Ireland,  or  any  part 
of  it  ?  Well,  Sir,  let  him  be  aware  of 
the  answer  to  that  question.  If  he  says 
**  No,''  what  does  that  mean?  Itmeans 
telling  the  landlord  in  Ireland  that  there 
is  no  reason  why  he  should  reduce  his 
rents,  if  the  Chief  Secretary,  on  his 
own  responsibility,  says  that  there  is 
nothing  in  the  condition  of  Ireland 
which  should  lead  to  the  conclusion  that 
rents  are  at  all  too  high.  But,  if  that  is  so, 
why  should  any  landlord  reduce  his  rents? 
What  reason  is  there?    Therefore,  if 


that  be  so,  it  is  a  distinct  justification  to 
the  landlords  for  proceeding  for  the  ut- 
most farthing  and  evicting  the  tenants. 
[^Ministerial  cries  of  "  No,  no !  "]  You 
cannot  escape  from  that  conclusion.  If 
there  is  no  reason  for  lowering  rents, 
why  should  rents  be  lowered  ?  [^^Hear, 
hear ! "]  Then  hon.  Gentlemen  accept 
that  conclusion.  If  rents  are  exacted, 
and  not  paid,  evictions  must  fol- 
low. But  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
were  to  take  the  other  course,  and  say 
that  there  is  possibly  and  even  probably 
a  case  for  the  reduction  of  rents,  what 
is  the  Government  g^ing  to  do  ?  They 
say  they  are  going  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mission. I  will  not  argue  technically 
upon  the  terms  of  that  Commission ;  but 
every  man  of  common  sense  will  admit 
that  you  do  not  propose  a  Commission 
to  inquire  unless  you  think  there  is 
something  wrong.  I  do  not  presume 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  would 
appoint  a  Commission  to  inquire  into 
the  advantages,  if  any,  of  the  Monar- 
chial  form  of  Government,  and  then  say 
that  they  express  no  opinion  upon  the 
subject,  or  that  they  would  appoint  a 
Commission  to  inquire  into  the  advan- 
tages or  disadvantages,  if  any,  of  con- 
tinuing an  Established  Church.  That 
is  not  the  way  an  Executive  Gk)vemment 
proceeds  with  respect  to  a  Boyal  Com- 
mission. They  do  not  appoint  a  Com- 
mission unless  they  think  there  is  some- 
thing wrong,  something  that  probably 
has  to  be  amended.  Well,  but,  if  you 
are  to  have  a  Commission,  I  entirely 
agree  with  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Newcastle-on-Tyne  that  the 
Commission  proposed  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  City  of  Cork  is  a  far  better 
Commission  than  that  proposed  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government.  The  Commission 
proposed  by  that  hon.  Member  is  the 
Land  Commission,  which  knows  all  about 
the  matter,  which  for  five  years  has  had 
experience  of  the  condition  of  the  tenants, 
and  has  a  knowledge  of  all  the  tene- 
ments through  the  length  and  breadth 
of  Ireland.  It  is  a  Commission  which 
will  bring  full  knowledge  to  bear  on  the 
inquiry;  and,  if  there  are  grounds  for 
doing  so,  can  give  relief  and  redress. 
Therefore,  that  is  proceeding  by  a  Com- 
mission which  will  have  power  to  give 
relief.  But  your  Commission — how  is 
it  going  to  proceed  ?  Is  it  going  to  ex- 
amine in  detail  or  in  gross  ?   Is  it  going 
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to  decide,  by  looking  at  one  place,  where 
the  rents  are  too  high,  that  they  are, 
therefore,  too  high  in  another  place  ? 
That  would  be  most  unjust ;  it  would  be 
most  unsatisfactory.  The  only  way  to 
come  to  a  conclusion  on  the  matter  is  to 
examine  into  all  the  places ;  or,  at  all 
events,  to  give  to  every  place  an  oppor- 
tunity of  laying  its  case  before  a  tri- 
bunal fitted  to  judge.  My  noble  Friend 
the  Member  for  Eossendale  made  an 
attack  upon  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian  with  regard  to 
what  he  said  about  the  Commission, 
which  attack  was  not  altogether  war- 
ranted. [Laughter."]  Well,  I  give  that 
as  my  opinion,  and  I  have  a  perfect 
right  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  mat- 
ter- I  am  sure  that  it  was  from  inad- 
vertence that  my  noble  Friend  quoted 
one  part  of  my  right  hon.  Friend's  speech 
and  omitted  to  quote  that  which  imme- 
diately follows  the  words  which  he  read. 
My  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  said,  on  the  24th  of  August, 
on  the  subject  of  the  Commission — 

^'  Even  on  the  showing  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  (l^Ir.  Plunket)  himself  these 
evictions  will  take  place  before  the  Report  of 
the  Commission  and,  d  fortiori^  before  it  is  pos- 
sible that  there  can  be  any  legislation  upon  it. 
Therefore,  we  are  in  this  position— that  we  are 
saying  to  the  tenant,  *  You  must  pay  your  rent 
in  November  on  pain  of  eviction,'  and,  at  the 
same  time,  we  are  insinuating— and  more  than 
insinuating,  we  are  carrying  with  considerable 
authority  into  his  mind — the  belief  that  his 
rent  is  an  unjust  rent  by  appointing  a  Commis- 
sion to  inquire  whether  it  is  unjust  or  not." — 
(3  Hansard,  [308]  422.) 

And  yet  my  noble  Friend  has  indicated 
that,  with  the  full  knowledge  of  the 
terms  of  the  Commission,  my  right  hon. 
Friend  has  entirely  omitted  to  state  that 
there  was  anyj  ground  whatever  for  any 
proceedings  with  respect  to  the  stay  of 
evictions.  Then  it  is  said  that  this  may 
be  all  very  true,  and  that  rents  may  be 
too  high  temporarily  in  consequence  of 
a  temporary  fall  in  prices.  The  land- 
lords, it  is  said,  will  give  relief  in  these 
cases.  I  am  not  going  to  say  anything 
against  the  landlords  of  Ireland.  I  do 
not  hold  at  all,  as  one  hon.  Member  in 
this  debate  has  said,  that  they  have  a 
double  dope  of  original  sin.  I  think 
they  are  very  like  other  people,  and  I 
think  that  when  a  strong  Government 
tells  them  that  there  is  no  case  for  a 
reduction  in  rents,  and  tells  them  also 
that  the  whole  power  of  this  country 
shall  be  at  their  disposal  to  levy  rent, 
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the  landlords  of  Ireland  will  take  the 
Goyemment  at  their  word.  Now,  I  oen- 
not  admit  that  the  landlords  are  to  be 
taken  as  very  sound  and  impartial 
judges  of  their  own  case.  They  pro* 
tested  against  the  Land  Act  of  1881, 
I  dare  say  in  perfectly  g^d  faith.  Thej 
said — "  Our  rents  are  fair,  and  not  too 
high ;  why,  then,  should  you  legidate 
against  them  ?  "  Parliament,  in  spite  of 
what  they  said,  passed  the  Aot.  The 
rents  were  submitted  to  examination, 
and  what  was  the  result?  Why,  that 
they  were  reduced  nearly  20  per  oent. 
The  landlords,  unfortunately,  tnerefore^ 
had  been  20  per  oent  wrong  in  their 
estimate  of  fair  rents.  I  hear  constant 
complaints  that  the  Land  Act  redoced 
rents  in  Ireland  by  £500,000.  I  dare 
say  it  did ;  but  what  is  the  conclusion 
to  be  drawn  from  this  ?  It  is  that^  for 
years  before  the  passing  of  the  Act,  the 
landlords  had  been  levying  £500,000 
a-year  more  than  they  ought.  Well, 
Sir,  my  noble  Friend  the  Member  for 
Bossendale  has  made  a  solemn  appeal 
to  the  landlords  of  Ireland  to  regard 
their  responsibilities.  He  did  not  al- 
ways confine  himself  to  appeals  of  that 
character.  In  the  year  1880,  as  he  has 
stated,  he  was  a  Member  of  the  Gk>veni- 
ment  which  proposed  the  Compensation 
for  Disturbance  Bill.  That  Bill  was  re- 
jected by  an  overwhelming  majority  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  my  noble  Friend 
said  that  a  great  responsibility  was 
thrown  upon  the  people  who  rejected 
it.  This  was  no  doubt  the  case,  and  the 
rejection  of  the  Bill  was  the  cause,  I  be- 
lieve, of  most  of  the  misfortunes  and  of 
the  horrors  which  followed.  In 
manner,  I  believe  your  rejection  of 
measure  will  be  responsible  for  a  deal 
that  may  ensue.  Now  I  will  read  what 
my  noble  Friend  said  on  that  occasion. 
He  was  speaking  of  the  Act  of  1870, 
and  he  said — 

"  The  principal  object  of  the  Act  was,  as  I 
have  already  stated,  to  give  Becority  to  the  ten- 
ant, subject,  of  course,  to  the  pajment  by  ^.S™ 
of  reasonable  rent ;  but  the  bad  harveiti  whick 
have  prevailed  in  this  country,  and  BtiU  mon 
BO  in  Ireland,  have  rendered  the  payment  of  a 
reasonable  rent  in  that  country  an  impoMibQIty. 
Almost  all  over  England  th«  landlonia  havt 
most  willingly  submitted  to  a  redaction  of  i«nt ; 
but  the  bad  harvests,  which  in  England  havt 
produced  partial  failure  of  the  crept,  have  in 
Ireland  produced  an  almost  total  kUutcl  la 
some  parts  of  Ireland  the  impoveriahed**— 
mark  these  words — "  circomitanees  of  the  tsB- 
ant  have  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  landloid  a 


1217  Ttmanti'  Reluf       {Sepiembeb  21,  1886} 


{lr$Und)  Bin.        1218 


weapon  which  the  Govemment  never  contem- 
plated, and  which  has  enabled  the  landlord,  at 
a  sacrifice  of  a  half  or  a  quarter  of  a  year's  rent, 
to  clear  his  estate  of  hundreds  of  tenants  whom, 
in  ordinary  circumstances,  he  would  not  have 
been  able  to  remove,  except  upon  payment  of  a 
heavy  pecuniary  fine.  I  ask  whether  that  is 
not  a  weapon  calculated  to  enable  landlords 
absolutely  to  defeat  the  main  purposes  of  the 
Act  r  Supposing  a  landlord  wished  to  clear  his 
estate  of  a  number  of  small  tenants,  he  knows 
that  this  is  the  time  to  do  it ;  and  if  he  should 
lose  this  opportunity,  he  can  never  have  it 
ap:ain  without  a  great  pecuniary  sacrifice. 
Therefore,  the  exceptional  circumstances  of  the 
times  have  placed  in  the  hands  of  bad  landlords 
in  Ireland  — and  such  there  are — a  power  which 
will  enable  them  absolutely  to  defeat  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Land  Act  of  1870.'* — (3  Hansard^ 
[>53]  1716.) 

Well,  under  those  circumstances,  he  did 
not  make  an  appeal  to  the  landlords  in 
Ireland.  An  appeal  to  the  good  land- 
lords was  not  necessary ;  an  appeal  to 
the  bad  landlords  was  useless.  What 
did  my  noble  Friend  do  ?  He  was  one 
of  the  responsible  Government  which 
proposed  and  carried  through  this  House 
a  Compensation  for  Disturbance  Bill 
— a  Bill  which  was  described  and  de- 
nounced by  the  Party  opposite  in  ex- 
actly the  same  language  as  is  now  being 
used  against  this  Bill.  Now,  Sir,  see 
how  this  operates.  Is  it  quite  impos- 
sible that  you  will  have  harsh  treat- 
ment or  hard  cases  on  the  part  of  land- 
lords under  existing  circumstances  ?  Is 
that  so  ?  I  referred  before  to  Mr. 
Tuke's  pamphlet  to  show  what  is  going 
on  in  Ireland  now ;  and  anyone  who 
will  take  the  trouble  to  look  into  that 
publication  will  see  cases  given  illus- 
trative of  the  enormous  sacrifices  made 
by  individual  tenants,  whose  names  are 
set  forth,  in  order  to  meet  the  claims  of 
their  landlords.  These  are  not  stories 
told  by  the  Nationalist  Party.  They 
are  told  by  Mr.  Tuke,  and  confirmed 
by  the  police.  Page  after  page  shows 
how  the  tenants  under  notice  of  eject- 
ment, and  in  a  condition  of  absolute 
starvation,  are  paying  the  rent  at  every 
possible  sacrifice,  in  order  to  keep  the 
roof  over  their  heads.  Sir,  it  is  very 
often  said — and  I  believe  really  that 
part  of  the  great  alarm  felt  on  the 
matter  is  owing  to  this — that  the  con- 
dition of  things  in  Ireland  is  very  often 
judged  by  the  conditions  which  surround 
iandownership  in  England ;  yet  the  cases 
are  very  different,  i  do  not  think  that 
families  in  such  circumstances  as  those 
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referred  to  in  Mr.  Tuke's  pamphlet 
would  have  been  put  under  notice  of 
ejectment.  I  have  never  heard  of  such 
cases  in  England.  [**  Oh,  oh ! "]  Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  may  have  heard  of 
them — I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  an 
English  or  Irish  Member  who  expresses 
that  disapproval.  In  England  avery  large 
part  of  the  rent — I  believe  as  much  as 
two- thirds— really  represent  the  interest 
on  money  which  the  landlord  has  him- 
self expended  on  the  farm.  In  Ireland 
not  always,  perhaps,  but  as  a  rule,  it  re- 
presents no  part  of  the  rent.  The  rent  in 
Ireland  is  the  rent  of  the  land,  and  no- 
thing but  the  land.  All  the  means  of 
occupying  and  the  means  of  cultivating 
it  have  been  exclusively  provided  by 
the  tenant;  and  that  fact  is  one  d 
enormous  importance  when  you  come  to 
consider  where  the  burden  ought  to  fall 
in  times  when  it  is  di£B.cult  or  next  to 
impossible  to  pay  the  existing  rents. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Cambridge  (Mr. 
Penrose-Fitzgerald),  in  his  able  speech 
the  other  night,  said  that  the  landlords 
of  Ireland  were  being  attacked  on  ac- 
count of  their  fidelity  to  British  rule.  I 
think,  however,  that  British  rule  has 
been  attacked  on  account  of  the  land- 
lords of  Ireland.  I  think  it  is  because 
British  rule  has  been  employed  so  long 
in  maintaining  a  land  system  which  was 
unjustifiable  that  the  feelings  and  hearts 
of  the  Irish  people  have  been  alienated 
from  it.  The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Matthews),  the  other 
night,  said  that  Parliament  had  no 
moral  right  to  deal  with  this  question  of 
rent — that  it  was  precluded ;  and  I 
think  my  noble  Friend  the  Member  for 
Kossendale  followed  in  the  same  strain, 
I  should  like  to  ask  those  two  Gentle- 
men how  far  they  are  prepared  to  carry 
that  doctrine?  Supposing  they  were 
convinced  that  the  fall  in  prices  had 
made  the  payment  of  rent  absolutely 
impossible,  would  they  still  maintain 
that  Parliament  has  no  moral  right  to 
give  relief  to  the  tenants  ?  Well,  Sir, 
the  doctrine  of  the  Home  Secretary  is 
not  a  new  one ;  it  is,  on  the  contrary, 
very  old.  We  know  it  in  very  familiar 
language.  It  was  laid  down  in  a  great 
case  decided  at  Venice — 

'*  It  must  not  be ;  there  is  no  power  in  Venice 
Can  alter  a  decree  established  : 
'Twill  be  recorded  for  a  precedent ; 
And  numy  an  error,  by  the  same  example. 
Will  xush  into  the  State.    It  cannot  Im." 
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Yes;  the  doctrine  was  enunciated  by 
tlie  noble  Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  (Lord  Handolph  Churchill), 
on  the  first  night  of  the  Session,  amid 
the  enthusiastic  cheers  of  the  landlords 
who  sit  behind  him.  They  seemed  to 
exdaim — 

**  A  Daniel  come  to  judgment ! 
Oh,  wise  young  judge! 
Oh,  excellent  young  man  !  " 

But  it  would  have  been  well  if  the  noble 
Lord,  like  Portia,  had  accompanied  his 
judgment  with  the  condition  that  the 
exaction,  and  execution  of  the  bond 
should  be  unaccompanied  by  the  loss  of 
not  a  drop  of  Christian  blood.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  invited  us,  challenged  us, 
demanded  that  we  should  stand  by  the 
Act  of  1881.  That  is  all  very  fine  ;  but 
is  he  goin^  to  stand  by  the  Act  of  1881  ? 
What  is  the  object  of  his  Commission  ? 
He  tells  U9,  and  the  noble  Lord  told  us 
on  the  first  night  of  the  Session,  thnt 
they  considered  that  the  Act  of  1881 
was  thoroughly  wrong  in  its  principle ; 
that  it  was  founded  on  a  dual  possession ; 
and  that  one  of  the  main  objects  of  their 
inquiry  was  to  set  aside  the  principle  of 
the  Act  of  1881,  the  principle  of  dual 
possession,  and  substitute  for  it  the 
principle  of  sole  ownership.  What  right 
have  people  to  talk  of  standing  on  the 
Act  of  1881,  and  engage  in  a  campaign 
against  the  fundamental  principle  of  it  ? 
Then,  Sir,  it  is  said — the  hon.  Member 
for  Cambridge  said — **  Oh,  there  is  an- 
other remedy — namely,  the  sale  of  land." 
Ah,  Sir,  that  is  the  kej^note  to  the  whole 
matter.  The  landlords  want  to  force 
the  purchase  of  their  land  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  English  Exchequer.  I 
spoke  to  an  Lrish  Tory  Member  the 
other  day,  who  said  that  rents  must  be 
kept  up,  because  they  were  the  great 
leverage  for  forcing  the  sale  of  the  land. 
That  sentiment  transpired,  I  think,  in 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Cam- 
bridge, though  it  was  well  wrapped  up. 
That  is  the  real  policy  of  the  landlords ; 
and  when  we  are  asked  to  rely  on  the 
landlords  of  Ireland  to  make  abate- 
ments whfre  it  is  necessary',  it  must  be 
remembered  that  it  is  to  their  interest, 
if  they  want  to  force  a  sale,  to  keep  up 
their  rents.  What  are  the  Government 
going  to  do  under  the  circumstances? 
They  are  going  to  do  nothing  them- 
selves except  to   inquire.     They   have 
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told  the  landlords  that  there  is  no 
for  any  redaction  or  remission  of  rents. 
What  are  the  prospects — ^I  do  not  mean 
of  the  disturbance  of  social  order,  but 
the  material  prospects— of  the  tenants 
during  the  coming  winter?  I  do  not 
know  whether  or  not  they  are  true ;  bnt 
I  have  seen  the  most  alarming  acoonnti 
of  the  condition  of  the  potato  crop  in 
Ireland.  I  hope  they  are  not  true ;  rat, 
if  they  are,  the  outlook  is  a  most  serions 
one.  [''No,  no!"]  The  noble  Lord 
opposite  seems  to  doubt  it. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolph  Ohubohhx) 
(Paddington,  S.):  I  was  asking  the 
Chief  Secretary  if  he  had  heard  of  it. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT :  WeH 
I  take  it  from  the  same  authority  as  that 
I  have  already  quoted— not  a  Nationalist 
newfipaper,  but  the  St.J€m$9^$  OawfiU — 
that  the  potato  blight  has  developed 
itself  most  extensively  within  the  last 
three  weeks  in  the  South  and  West,  and 
is  extending  throughout  those  districts. 
The  authority  given  for  this  is  T.  J. 
Clancy,  in  his  butter  report — a  butter 
merchant  who  travels  the  country.  I 
cannot  vouch  for  the  truth  of  this  state- 
ment. I  do  not  know  the  ffentleman 
who  makes  it,  or  whether  he  is  the 
Member 

An  Irish  Membeb  :  It  is  not  the  Mem- 
ber for  Dublin  County,  but  a  Conserra- 
tive. 

Sib  WILLIAM  HARCOURT:  At  any 
rate,  if  the  statement  is  well-founded,  it 
discloses,  no  doubt,  a  very  formidable 
state  of  things.  What  are  the  Oorem- 
ment  going  to  do  ? — nothing  but  inquire. 
They  have  told  the  landlords  that  there 
is  no  case  for  any  reduction  or  remiesion 
of  rent.  ["No,  no!"!  Well,  if  not 
that,  what  has  been  the  line  of  argument 
all  through  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  except  that  there  is  no  reason  for 
the  reduction  of  rent  ?  If  the  Gh>Teni- 
ment  tell  the  landlords  that,  depend 
upon  it  they  will  take  them  at  thmr 
word.  On  this  side  of  the  House,  I 
think,  the  majority  of  us  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  there  is  a  case  made 
out.  We  consider  that  there  may  be^ 
and  probably  will  be,  great  injustiee, 
great  hardship,  great  oppression  of 
tenants,  unless  there  is  some  measure  of 
relief  extended  to  them.  We  belioffO 
that,  there  being  that  danger,  menaurss 
should  be  taken  to  prevent  that  iigu^ 
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tice  ;  that  there  should  be  a  proper  tri- 
bunal appointed — namely,  a  Land  Com- 
mission— to    do    justice    between    the 
parties,  to  secure  the  landlords,  in  all 
cases,  at  once  a  moiety  of  the  rente  and 
arrears ;  and  that  the  question  of  the  re- 
duction of  rent,  '*  if  any/*  should  beleft  to 
the  Court  to  decide.     Well,  Sir,  the  Go- 
vernment reject  these  and  all  other  pro- 
posals as  a  remedy  for  the  dreaded  evils 
of  the  coming  winter.      They  have  the 
power,  they  have  the  majority,  and  they 
also  will  have  the  responsibility.     I  am 
not  surprised  that  the  Party  opposite  is. 
par  excellence^  the  landlords'  Party,  and 
their  policy  the  landlords*  policy.     I  do 
not  complain  of  the  Tory  Party  taking 
up  that  line ;  but  what  I  want  to  know 
is,  what  is  the  course  the  Liberal  Party 
are  going  to  take  under  these  circum- 
stances ?    This  is  an  occasion  pregnant 
with  future  consequences.    The  division 
which  is  to  take  place  is  an  important 
one.      It  will  be  remarkable  by  those 
who  vote  in  it,  but  still  more  remark- 
able  by  those  who   absent  themselves 
from  it.      What  the  great  majority  of 
the  Liberal  Party  will  do  I  think  I  know. 
They  will  vote  with  the  Leader  of  the 
Liberal  Party.      My  noble  Friend  the 
Member  for  Eossendale  has  left  us  in 
no  doubt  as  to  what  he  is  going  to  do. 
lie  made  to-night   as  stout  a  landlord 
speech  as  I  ever  heard  in  my  life.     I  do 
not  think  I  have  ever  heard  the  high 
prerogative  of   the  landlord  put  on  so 
high  a  level.     I  do  not  complain  of  my 
noble  Friend  for  that.  It  is  quite  natural. 
I  remember  a  story  which  I  think  is  told 
of  Joseph  II.,  the  Head  of  the  Holy  Eo- 
man  Empire.  He  was  discussing  matters 
with  a  Liberal    politician,   and  in  the 
course  of  the  conversation  he  said  very 
frankly — *'  As  for  me,  I  am  a  Royalist; 
it  is  my  profession.'*      Well,  I  do  not 
complain  of  ray  noble  Friend.     What  he 
has  done  is  quite  natural ;  he  is  a  land- 
lord ;    it  is  his  profession.      My  noble 
Friend,  though  a  mojjt  important  Mem- 
ber, is  not  the  only  Member  of  the  Dis- 
senting Liberal  Party.     But  at  this  fall 
of  the  year  he  sits  there  very  like  **  the 
last  rose  of  summer.*'  There  is,  no  doubt, 
one  '*  lovely  companion  **  by  his  side — 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Grimsby  (Mr.  Heneage) ;    but  the 
others  are  mostly    *' faded  and  gone.'* 
The  noble  Marquess  described  this  Bill 
as  revolutionary  and  Socialistic.    Where 


is  my  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend  the 
Constitutional  Adviser  of  the  Dissenting 
Liberals  (Sir  Henry  James)  ?     Where  is 
the  voice  of  Birmingham  ?     We  have 
heard  one  voice,  and  that  from  the  Trea- 
sury Bench  ;  but  at  Birmingham  ^'  they 
are  seven.**     Where  are  thesis  ?    It  re- 
minds me  of  the  constellation  of  seven 
stars,  the  Pleiades,  in  which   there  is 
occasionally  a  star  missing.     In  the  Bir- 
mingham constellation  there  are  several 
bright  particular  stars  missing  to-night. 
Where  is  the  senior  Member  for  Bir- 
mingham (Mr.  John  Bright),  the  gpreat 
champion  in  former  days  of  the  im- 
poverished tenants?     Has  he  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  force  is  the  only  re- 
medy ?    Well,  but  there  is  another  Mem- 
ber for  Birmingham  absent  to-night,  my 
right  hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Joseph  Cham- 
berlain), who,  a  few  months  ago,  pro- 
posed as  the  only  and  necessary  remedy 
for  the  maintenance  of  social  order  in 
Ireland    the    suspension    of    evictions. 
Where  is  my  right  hon.  Friend  ?    What 
has  become  of  the  eminent  and  select 
body,  the  Badical  Unionists  ?    There  is 
another  Member  for  Birmingham  (Mr. 
Jesse  Collings)  distinguished  from  all — 
he  will  be  recognized  by  the  House  when 
I  say  he  is  the  hero  of  *'  three  acres  and 
a  cow ;  '*  the  friend  of  the  poor  tenant 
all  over  the  world.      When  1  ask  where 
he  is,  I  am  reminded  of   a  celebrated 
apostrophe  of  Lord  Chatham — **  Gentle 
shepherd,  tell  me  where.**    Birmingham 
used  to  lead  the  Liberal  and  Badical 
opinion    of    England;   but,    upon  this 
great  and  critical  question,  what  is  the 
voice  of  Birmingham  ?    Why,  Birming- 
ham speaks  with  one  voice,  and  the  voice 
of  Birmingham  is  the  voice  of  a  Tory 
Minister.     This  Liberal  Union  does  not 
seem  to  be  much  of  a  union  after  all. 
Here  is  a  question  most  critically  im- 
portant to  Ireland;  they  are,  if    any- 
thing, a  Party  united  on  Ireland.  What 
is  going  to  become  of  that  Party  to-night  ? 
How  many  are  going  to  join  my  noble 
Friend,  and  how  many  are  going  to  join 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  are  in  seclusion? 
Well,   these  are  interesting  subjects  of 
inquiry  upon  which  we  shall,  perhaps, 
have  light  at  another  time ;  but,  whatever 
the  Dissentient  Liberals  may  do,  our 
course  is  clear.     Acting  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Liberal  Party,  we  shall  do 
what  we  can,  while  there  is  time,  to  pre- 
vent   oppressive  and   dangerous  exac- 
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tion,  and  to  avert  the  grave  dangers 
in  which  we  foresee  the  policy  of  the 
Government  will  involve  the  country. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  feel  that  after  the  brilliant 
speech  we  have  just  heard  it  will  be 
very  difficult  for  me  to  engage  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  while  I  go  into  the 
matters  of  detail  on  which  I  consider 
myself  obliged  to  enter.  I  think  it  was 
hardly  fair  or  generous  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  to 
charge  the  Irish  Party  with  giving  an 
air  of  unreality  to  this  debate,  when  he 
must  have  known  that  many  Members 
of  the  Irish  Party  were  anxious  to  ad- 
dress the  House.  Several  attempts  have 
been  made  by  my  hon.  Friends  during  this 
evening's  debate  to  address  the  House ; 
and  so  anxious  was  I  myself  to  be  per- 
mitted to  speak  on  behalf  of  the  Irish 
Party,  that  I  availed  myself  of  the  ordi- 
nary channels  of  communication,  and  I 
was  only  prevented  rising  to  speak  at 
half-past  9  o'clock  by  the  information 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  himself 
intended  to  speak  at  that  time.  Under 
those  circumstances,  it  is  hardly  fair  or 
generous  in  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
to  charge  us  with  taking  no  interest  in 
this  Bill.  The  Government  might  easily 
know,  if  they  have  any  true  information 
from  Ireland,  that  we  do  take  an  interest 
in  this  Bill,  and  that  we  could  not  fail  to 
take  an  interest  in  this  Bill,  representing, 
as  we  do,  the  great  mass  of  the  Irish 
tenantry.  Sir,  I  listened  to  the  tone  of 
menace  and  defiance  which  characterized 
the  speech  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  with  a  great  deal  of  regret,  but 
without  the  least  alarm — with  a  great 
deal  of  regret,  because,  in  introducing 
this  Bill,  the  Government  might  at  least 
do  us  the  justice  to  believe  that  our 
motive  honestly  was  to  procure  for  our- 
selves, as  well  as  for  them,  an  interval 
of  peace  in  Ireland,  during  which  we 
might  lay  before  the  people  of  England 
the  cause  in  the  justice  of  which  we 
firmly  believe.  It  is  not  because  I  fear 
the  landlord  Party  of  Ireland  if  this 
Bill  is  defeated,  or  because  I  believe 
that  the  landlord  Party  in  Ireland  will 
come  out  of  the  struggle  which  must  in- 
evitably ensue  better  if  this  Bill  is 
defeated.  But  the  reason  why  I  listened 
to  the  speech  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  with  the  deepest  possible  regret 
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is  that  I  fear  that  the  opportnnity 
which  is  now  given  to  Ireland  to  lay 
before  the  minds  of  the  English  massety 
who  now,  for  the  first  time  in  my  life- 
time, are  willing  to  listen  to  our  appeal* 
a  true  statement  of  the  Irish  cause — a 
cause  which  we  believe  in,  and  for  which 
we  have  struggled — ^will  be  lost  if  this 
Bill  is  defeated.  I  look  forward  to  the 
failure  with  no  fear  as  to  the  ultimate 
result,  and  with  no  belief  that  the  Irish 
landlords  will  profit  by  this  new  act  of  folly 
on  their  part,  but  with  the  most  perfect 
knowledge  that  just  as  they  have  BaflEisred 
for  the  rejection  of  the  Compensation  for 
Disturbance  Bill,  so  will  they  snflEer  for 
the  rejection  of  this  Bill.  In  the 
speeches  of  most  hon.  Members  who 
dealt  with  this  subject  there  was  a 
sad  want  of  true  appreciation  of  the 
situation.  We  were  met  with  quibbling 
argument,  with  figures  which  I  can 
hardly  think  that  the  men  who  quoted 
them  believed  to  be  correct.  Not  one  of 
the  hon. Members  opposite  who  attempted 
to  answer  us  can  say  that  we  did  not 
give  them  an  ample  opportunity  of 
stating  their  case,  and  yet  not  a  nogle 
one  dealt  with  the  grave  issues  which 
lie  beneath  this  question.  I  invite  at- 
tention to  this  fact — and  it  is  a  fact  which 
this  country  ought  to  know  and  observe*- 
that  though  there  are  in  the  House  many 
Members  representing  the  landlord  and 
Conservative  Party  in  Ireland,  not  a 
single  one  of  them  has  spoken  on  this 
Bill.  It  is  a  strange  thing — an  ominous 
thing — that  the  Motion  for  the  rejection 
of  a  Bill  affecting  the  tenant  farmers  of 
Ireland,  and  affecting  directly  no  other 
class,  should  be  made  by  an  hon.  Mem- 
ber (Mr.  Penrose  Fitzgerald)  who  repre- 
sents the  borough  of  Cambridge,  and 
seconded  by  another  hon.  Member  (Mr. 
Lewis)  who  represents  the  City  of  Lon- 
donderry, and  that  the  hon.  Members 
— and  there  is  a  fair  number  of  them  in 
this  House — who  are  landlords  them- 
selves, and  who  represent  Irish  county 
constituencies,  have  not  opened  their 
mouths  against  this  Bill.  I  say  that  is 
an  ominous  and  important  fact,  and  I 
believe  that  the  true  reason  which  under- 
lies it  is  this — that  while  they  will  go 
into  the  Lobby  against  this  Bill,  they 
know,  because  they  live  in  Ireland  and 
have  estates  there,  that  the  results  in 
Ireland  which  will  follow  from  the  rejec* 
tion  of  this  Bill  will  be  results  of 
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mous  interest  and  of  enormous  danger 
to  all  who  have  landed   estates  in  Ire- 
land ;   and  they  know,  whatever  mock 
heroics  may  be  indulged  in  by  English 
Catholic  snobs  or  by  London  solicitors, 
who  have  no  connection  with  Ireland, 
except  Irish  Tory  seats,  which  cost  them 
dear,   that  the  circumstances  in  which 
we  are  placed  are  circumstances  of  the 
utmost  gravity   and   difficulty.      Sir,  I 
have  said  that  no  Member  for  an  Irish 
county  constituency  has  addressed  the 
House  against  this   Bill ;  but  I  must 
make  one  exception.     We  have  had  a 
speech  from  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Tyrone  (Mr.  T.  W.Russell),  a  Gentleman 
who  seems  to  desire,  on  this  occasion,  to 
add  one  more  to  the  many  wreaths  of 
laurel  which  he  has  already  won  in  the 
House  for  performing   the   marvellous 
feat  of  standing  on  two  stools.     The  hon. 
Member  is  a  nominee  and  servant  of  the 
Tory  Orange  landlords  of  South  Tyrone, 
and    he    does    his   work  well   foe    his 
masters ;  but  I  beg  leave  to  state,  with- 
out troubling  the  House  long  with  the 
errors  of  that  Gentleman,  that  the  tune 
which  we  hear  him  sing  here  is  a  very 
different  one  from  that  he  sang  on  the 
platforms  before  the  tenant  farmers  of 
South   Tyrone;  for   I   have    it  from  a 
gentleman,  in  whose  veracity  I  have  the 
most  perfect  confidence,  that  he  listened 
to  the  hon.  Member  addressing  meet- 
ings of  his  constituents  at  the  last  elec- 
tion,   and    that   speaking    to   the   poor 
tenant  farmers  of  South  Tyrone,  whom 
he    was   then   trying   to  inveigle    into 
voting  for  him,  the  hon.  Gentleman  used 
these  words — **  The  radical  rents  cannot 
be  paid,  and,  what  is  more,  they  ought 
not  to  be  paid."     That  is  the  language 
which  does  for  the  county  Tyrone  far- 
mers ;  but  the  language  we  have  heard 
to-night  is  the  language  which  suits  the 
English  House   of  Commons.     Now,  I 
wish  to  say  a  word  or  two  in  answer  to 
the  criticisms  which  have  been  made  as 
to  the  probable  way  in  which  the  Bill 
which  has  been  introduced  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  City  of  Cork  (Mr.  Par- 
nell)   would  work   in  Ireland.     It   has 
been  stated  by  hon.   Members— nearly 
every  Member  who  spoke  from  that  side 
of  the  House  made  the  statement — that 
it   would   probably   take    months    and 
years  to  work  this  Bill;    and  when  I 
heard  that  it  makes  me   strongly  sus- 
pect that  hon.  Members  have  not  studied 


this  Bill,  or  the  working  of  similar  Acts. 
One  argument  which  was  greatly  relied 
upon,   and    received   with   enthusiastic 
cheers  on  that  side  of  the  House,  was 
that  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  the 
City  of  Cork  pointed  to  the  example  of 
the  Arrears  Act,  under  which  132,000 
cases  were  completely  disposed  of  within 
eight  or  nine  months.     It  was   said — 
'  *  Ah  !  but  these  were  cases  in  which  the 
landlord  and  tenant  made  joint  applica- 
tion."    But  are  hon.  Members  who  use 
that  argument  aware  of  the  implication 
which   lies  under  it— namely,  that  the 
landlord,  tenant,  and  the  Court  entered 
into  a  combination  to  defraud  the  Eng- 
lish Treasury  ?   It  was  the  Englitih  Trea- 
sury tiiat  had  to  advance  a  year's  rent 
to  the  Irish  landlords.     What  was  the 
wording  of  the  Act?     That  the   Court 
^*  shall  inquire  "  whether  the  tenant  is 
able  to  pay.     It  is  assumed — the  hon. 
and  learned    Gentleman   the    Solicitor 
General     for     Ireland     (Mr.    Gibson) 
triumphantly  assumes — that  no  inquiry 
was  made,  and  that  the  landlord  and 
tenant  came  together,  and  that  the  land- 
lord, the  tenant,  and  the  Court  entered 
into  a  tripartite  confederacy  to  defraud 
the  Public  Kevenue.     I  make  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  a  present  of  that 
argument.     If  there  was   such  a  com- 
bination, the  Solicitor  General  for  Ire- 
laud   has  a   very  low  opinion  of  the 
morality  of  Iri^h  lawyers. 

The  SOLICITOE  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Gibson)  (Liverpool, 
Walton) :  I  made  no  such  imputation. 

Mr.  DILLON:  I  never  accused  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  of  making 
the  imputation ;  but  I  said  the  impu- 
tation was  implied  in  his  argument. 
If  he  denies  the  imputation,  then  he 
asserts  that  the  Courts  did  honestly  in- 
vestigate each  case.  Let  him  read  the 
Act.  What  does  the  Act  require  ?  That 
the  Court  shall  protect  the  public,  and 
ascertain  whether  the  tenant  is  able  to 
pay ;  the  Court  shall  satisfy  itself  the 
tenant  was  not  able  to  pay,  and  not  able 
to  pay  for  certain  specific  reasons.  This 
very  Court  to  which  we  propose  to  refer 
the  working  of  the  Bill  did,  in  six 
months,  deal  with  135,000  cases,  and 
finished  them  all.  Is  there,  I  ask,  any 
likelihood  of  anything  like  so  many 
cases  coming  under  the  operation  of  this 
Bill?  I  will  deal  hereafter  with  the  gross 
misstatements  as  to  the  number  of  cases 
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whicb.  will  come  under  this  Bill ;  but  I 
will  now  draw  attention  to  the  way  in 
which  this  Bill,  if  passed,  would  really 
work.  My  belief  is  that  the  vast  ma- 
jority of  the  Irish  landlords,  seeing  what 
is  before  them,  if  they  do  not  do  justice, 
will  make  settlements  with  their  tenants 
without  goings  into  Court  at  all,  and  that 
out  of  the  200,000  or  300,000  tenants 
who  would  come  under  the  operation  of 
the  Bill  three-fourths  orfour-fifths  would 
come  to  an  amicable  settlement  with 
their  landlords  witho'.;t  going  into  Court. 
My  estimate  is  that,  if  this  Bill  were 
passed,  not  20,000  ca^es  would  come 
before  the  Irish  Laud  C  mrt ;  and,  with 
the  experience  of  the  present  staff  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Court,  I  have  perfect 
contidence  that  it  could  dispose  of  every 
single  case  under  this  Act  iu  six  months. 
Well,  now,  I  want  to  say  a  word  or  two 
in  reply  to  the  argument  which  has  beeu 
so  lavihhly  used  about  the  small  number 
of  tenants  to  wliich  this  B.U  would 
apply,  and  the  enormous  number  who 
would  be  left  out.  We  tried  to  make 
the  Bill  as  moderate  as  we  thought  was 
consistent  with  the  interests  of  the  public 
peace,  and  now  it  is  made  a  charge 
against  us  that  wo  have  not  included 
the  tenants  whose  rents  were  fixed  after 
the  31st  of  December,  1884.  I  myself  do 
not  think  it  was  fair  to  stop  there.  But 
why  did  we  do  it  ?  Because  we  wanted 
to  bring  forward  a  Bill  as  slightly  open 
to  hostile  criticism  as  possible.  We 
knew  we  had  to  deal  with  the  House  of 
Commons,  which  is  not  very  easily 
brought  round  to  our  view.  Although 
we  ourselves  knew  that  the  fall  of  prices 
did  not  affect  the  decisions  of  the  Land 
Court  until  after  the  date  named  in  the 
Bill,  we  felt  it  might  have  been  argued, 
if  we  had  gone  to  December  31,  l8Hd, 
that  we  were  including  in  our  Bill  the 
very  tenants  whose  rents  had  been 
settled  after  the  fall  in  prices.  Now, 
what  are  the  facts  of  the  case  ?  The  hon. 
and  learned  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland 
stated  yesterday — I  do  not  know  where 
he  got  his  figures ;  but  I  know  they  are 
entirely  wide  of  the  mark — that  the  Bill 
would  exclude  70,000  tenants  whose 
rents  were  fixed  m  1885.  Now,  the 
tenants  whose  rents  were  fixed  up  to 
December  31,  1884,  and  who,  conse- 
quently, will  get  relif'f  under  this  Bill, 
number  153.465.  The  tenants  whose 
rents  were  fixed  during  the  year  1885, 
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and  who  are  left  out  of  the  Bill — hon. 
G-entlemen  are  perfectly  welcome  to  pat 
them  in  if  they  like — number  21,900, 
not  70,000 ;  and  the  tenants  whose  rente 
have  been  fixed  daring  the  present  year, 
and  whose  rents  we  do  not  claim  to 
revise,  because  they  have  got  the  benefit 
of  the  fall  of  prices,  number  1 9,500.  I 
believe  that  of  the  153,000  jadiciai  ten- 
ancies to  which  the  Bill  would  bring 
relief,  not  20,000  would  come  before  the 
Court.  I  believe  that  as  soon  as  the  Irish 
landlords  saw  how  things  were  going  in 
the  Court  a  general  settlement  wonld 
take  place  all  over  Ireland  on  the  basis  of 
the  few  decisions  given  in  the  Cunrt. 
There  is  no  earthly  reason  why  the  Land 
Courts  should  not  dispose  of  these  cases 
with  the  utmost  celerity.  The  operation 
of  going  over  the  laud  and  valuing  has 
been  done ;  there  is  no  occasion  to  repeat 
it.  The  records  are  in  the  possession  of 
the  Court,  and  can  easily  be  got  at,  so 
that  all  that  needs  to  be  done  is  to  in- 
quire into  the  condition  of  the  tenants, 
an  operation  exceedingly  easy  of  per- 
formance. I  will  deal  now  for  a  few 
minutes  with  the  two  main  arguments 
on  which  we  rest  this  Bill.  The  two 
main  arguments  on  which  we  have  rested 
our  case  for  the  necessity  of  this  Bill 
are  these  : — First  of  all,  the  totally  iu- 
looked-for  and  unexpected  fall  in  agri- 
cultural prices  which  has  taken  place 
this  year — coming  on  the  top  of  another 
depression,  through  which  everyone  in 
Ireland  expected  we  were  about  to  pass ; 
and  tlie  calamitous  character  of  the 
season  for  the  last  month  in  Ireland — 
over  the  South  and  West — which  is  mora 
serious  than  has  been  supposed.  The 
second  strong  point  in  our  argument  is, 
what  we  consider  to  be  the  probable 
actionofthe  landlords  during  the  coming 
winter.  In  respect  to  the  tirat  of  these 
reasons,  the  question  of  the  reduction  of 
prices  has  been  so  fully  dealt  with  that 
I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  it  now  at 
all;  but  there  are  a  few  points  connected 
with  agricultural  depression  which  I 
most  reluctantly  ask  the  House  to  have 
the  patience  to  allow  me  to  put  before 
them.  First  of  all,  I  wish  to  refer  to 
the  stale  old  argument  which  has  done 
so  much  so  much  service  and  injured  ns 
so  much  in  England,  and  which,  if  the 
House  will  allow  me  to  trespass  long 
enough  on  its  time,  I  should  like  tn  die> 
pose  of  once  for  all ;  and  that  is  the 
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meat,  repeated  over  aad  o?er  again,  that 
tbe  valuation  of  Ireland  was  made  id 
a  time  of  great  depresaioa,  and  that, 
consequently,  we  must  go  back  to  the 
prices  of  1852,  or  to  the  Act  of  1852, 
in  order  to  understand  on  what  baeis 
the  valuation  was  made.  Now,  once 
fur  all.  I  entirely  and  utterly  contradict 
t)iat  stiitement ;  and  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  read  to  the  House  a  very  few  brief 
extracts  from  the  evidence  taken  by  an 
iiupurtant  Committee  of  thia  Houee, 
which  sat  to  inquire  into  the  question 
of  Griffith's  valuation  in  Ireland  in  1869. 
Tho=e  extracts  I  shall  read  with  a  view 
of  proving  two  propositions— both  of 
them  of  the  very  utmost  importance. 
The  first  is  tbis-tliat  in  ihe  opiniun  of 
^•ir  Richard  Griffith  his  valuation  was 
up  to  the  full  value  of  Ulster  in  1869— 
the  full  letting  value  of  Ulster,  taking 
into  account  all  the  tenant's  improve- 
ments. I  think  every  hon.  Member  will 
admit  the  importance  of  that  etatement 
when  I  say  that  it  takes  into  account  all 
the  tenant's  improvements,  which  in 
Ulster— in  1869  I  believe— were  more 
than  three- fourths  of  the  entire  value 
of  the  property.  Secondly,  he  eaid 
that  from  16  to  20  per  cent  adiled 
to  the  valuation  of  the  tbree  Southern 
Provinces  would  bring  them  up  to 
tbe  same  standard  as  Ulster;  and, 
thirdly,  that  in  this  valuotiun  all 
the  tenant's  improvements —  building 
and  draining  and  fencing — were  fully 
included.  The  valuers  on  the  farms 
valued  as  they  found  them,  and  made 
no  allon'nnce  whatever  for  the  ii 
provements  made  by  the  tenants.  6ir 
Kichard  Griffith  stated  in  reply  to  a 
question — 

"The  fact  is,  tbe  improvenient  in  nericoltuie 
ws»  BO  great  whtn  we  were  luluing  Ul«er  that 
it  was  shown  by  a  Jlember  of  the  CommUtee 
that  our  valuation  was  baaed  on  a  scale  too 
high,  aad  to  bo  noarly  up  to  the  r«Dts.  I  know 
that  on  an  tstate  of  my  own  in  Londonderry 
my  valuation  came  out  highi^r  than  my  own 
rents." 

Sir  Frederick  Heygate,  then  a  Member 
of  this  House,  and  a  Member  of  the 
Committee,  was  asked — 

"  What  19  your  experience  aa  to  the  way 
which  land  is  let  i  " 
and  he  replied — 

"  Generally  to  the  highest  bidder.  I  do  not 
think  they  always  do  it ;  it  would  ba  very 
iojudiciouB.  The  landed  proprietors  do  not 
always  take  the  highest  bidder.'' 
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It  is  perfectly  clear  that  outside  London- 
derry and  a  portion  of  tbe  town  be  was 
of  opinion  that  rack-renting  was  prao- 
tised  all  over  Ireland.  Now,  I  come  to 
the  evidence  of  a  gentleman  who  ought 
to  have  great  weight  in  this  House,  for 
is  at  present  the  Conservative  Kepre- 
sentative  on  the  Land  Commission  in. 
Ireland,  Mr.  John  Vernon,  one  of  ths 
largest  land  agents  in  Ireland,  who  has 
an  experience  in  these  matters  of  over 
40  years.  He  was  asked  by  a  Member 
of  the  Committee — 

"  Is  it  your  opinion  that  official  valuation 
diBcra  much  from  tbe  rock-rental  of  ths  pro- 
prietora  !'  — In  aunie  parts  of  Ireland,''  nnia  Mr. 
Vernon,  "  it  dues,  and  in  some  nut  much. 

"  Is  it  your  npiuiun  that  llie  ufUcial  valuation 
should  represent  the  rocfc-rentaJ  ? — Yea  ;  I 
think  it  ought  to  be  a  uniform  rate,  to  represent 
aa  far  as  posnible  the  full  value." 

I  want  to  prove  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
Sir    Bichard     Griffith    and     all     these 

valuers,  the  official  value  was  pretty 
nearly  up  to  the  rack-rental  value  in 
1869.  Now,  I  just  went  to  read  Mr. 
Vernon's  opinion  about  the  relation  of 
the  valuation  to  the  value  of  farms  in 
1869.     He  was  asked — 

"  Do  yon  think  tbe  value  of  tillage  farms  has 
increased  ?  " 

He  answered — 

"  Not  more  than  the  cost  ol  production.  The 
cost  of  production  in  Ireland,  and  particularly 
on  the  small  holdings,  has  increased  largely. 

"  Taking  this  element  into  consideration, 
have  you  reason  to  think  there  is  an  increasa  in 
Ihe  value  of  land  in  Ireland  compared  with 
what  it  was  in  Iceiand  years  ago  F— I  thiok  the 
valuation  in  Irelanil  of  15  years  aga  would  not 
hold  good  io  many  parts  of  Ireland. 

"Could  the  valuB  be  higher  than  it  was  16 
years  agatSo  ;  because  1  think  ths  coat  of 
producing  is  so  much  more.  This  even  applies 
to  grass  lands,  where  the  cost  of  producing  has 
just  increased  in  so  great  a  proportion." 
I  have  shown  that,  in  the  opinion  of  Sir 
Bichard  Griffith  and  of  Mr.  Vernon,  in 
many  parts  of  Ireland  the  value  now 
known  as  the  Poor  Law  value  waa  dose 
on  the  rack' rental  value  of  Irish  land. 
Now  I  come  to  the  last  propobition.  I 
went  to  prove  the  horrible  injustice 
done  to  the  tenants  in  Ireland,  iir. 
John   Baldgreen— now  Sir  John— was 

"  In  making  these  reductions  (in  reaped  of 
poor  rotes)  for  your  valnation,  did  yoa  ever  take 
into  account  the  existence  of  tenant  right  in  the 
North  of  Irdandf-No. 

"  That  was  not  an  element  in  yonr  caloola- 
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I  assert,  and  every  Irish  tenant  in  Ulster 
will  bear  me  out,  and  I  defy  even  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  to  deny 
it,  that  in  Ulster,  in  1869  and  in  1862, 
when  that  valuation  was  completed,  the 
whole  valuation  of  the  Province  was 
more  than  half  comprised  of  the  un- 
rewarded and  unrecompensed  labour  of 
the  tenantry.  The  improvements,  the 
drains,  the  fences,  were  all  made  by 
them,  and  tliousands  and  millions  of 
acres  of  worthless  bog  and  of  waste 
mountain  were  brouf^ht  into  cultivation 
by  their  exertions,  when  these  valuers 
oame  and  placed  upon  the  land  a  valua- 
tion which,  by  their  own  mouths,  I  have 
now  proved  was  up  to  the  rack-rental  of 
the  Province,  confiscating  at  one  fell 
swoop  one-half  of  the  value  of  Ulster 
from  the  tenantry.  Mr.  Vernon,  in 
confirmation  of  this  assertion,  was  asked 
this  question,  he  being  the  agent  of 
Lord  Bath  in  the  county  of  Mona- 
ghan — 

*•  As  far  as  vou  know,  was  the  intrinsic  value 
of  the  land  taken  without  reference  to  the 
various  interests  that  may  have  grown,  up  by 
use  and  by  the  letting  of  the  land  ?  " 

His  reply  was — 

"  I  believe  that  to  be  the  case.'* 

Now,  there  is  an  act  of  the  most  bold 
and  sweeping  confiscation.  They  talk 
to  us  about  robbinfz:  the  landlord,  but 
how  about  Griffith's  valuation  ?  Sir 
Bichard  Griffith  admitted,  upon  being 
asked,  that  in  the  valuation  he  took  an 
enormously  high  view  of  the  agricultural 
prospects  of  the  country.  I  think  it  has 
been  proved  that  within  the  very  last 
year  the  fall  in  values  has  averaged  20 
per  cent.  But  are  we  to  conclude  that 
the  Irish  Land  OommissiouerHjin  settling 
the  rents,  looked  only  to  the  values  of 
the  depressed  years,  1831-2-3?  We 
have  heard  from  the  lips  of  the  Com- 
misaioiiers  themselves  that  when  they 
settled  rents  they  settled  them  on  an 
average,  going  back  to  the  years 
1877-8-9,  and  taking  tbem  into  account 
as  well  as  the  depressed  years,  18K1-2-3. 
If  that  be  allowed — and  I  say  I  have  it 
on  the  authority  of  the  Commissioners — 
the  reduction  is  infinitely  greater.  Sup- 
posing a  reduction  of  25  per  cent  in  the 
value  of  produce,  what  reduction  is  the 
tenant  entitled  to  ?  The  question  has 
not  been  sufficiently  put  to  the  House. 
Sir  Biobard  Griffith,  who  was  no  friend 
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to  the  Irish  tenants,  in  his  xnstmctiona 
to  his  valuators  said — 

"  One  hundred  acres  of  tillage  prodaoe*  £592, 
and  the  cost  of  production  is  £359.  Therefore, 
the  amount  to  be  divided  between  landlord  and 
tenant  is  £233  ; " 

and  that  is  considerably  less  than  50  per 
cent  of  the  total  produce.  Bat  will 
anyone  deny  that  in  Ireland  there  has 
been  absolutely  no  fall  in  the  cost  of 
production — not  one  shilling  to  the  un- 
fortunate tenant — and,  therefore,  he  can 
bear  a  less  cost  on  the  net  profit? 
Now,  according  to  the  calculation  of  Sir 
Eiohard  Griffith,  the  net  profit  is  con- 
siderably under  50  per  cent  of  the  gross 
profits  on  a  tillage  farm.  What  is  the 
conclusion  we  arrive  at  on  a  fall  of  25 
per  cent  ?  The  tenant  is  entitled  to  a 
reduction  of  at  least  50  per  cent,  and 
probably  more,  on  a  tillage  farm.  The 
figures  with  regard  to  a  purely  grass 
farm  differ  very  slightly ;  hence  I  con- 
tend that  a  clear  case  is  made  out  for  a 
reduction,  from  the  calculation  of  the 
prosperous  years  in  Ireland,  of,  at  least, 
50  per  cent,  those  years  being  1877-8, 
and  this  would  not  leave  the  tenants 
in  as  good  a  position  as  they  were  in 
1877-8.  In  continuation  of  this  evidence, 
let  me  quote  a  very  instructive  and  re- 
markable case.  A  rent  was  settled  by 
agreement  in  Ireland  in  1880,  about  the 
time  of  the  passing  of  the  Land  Act, 
and  there  was  a  reduction  given  of  £30 
on  a  rental  of  £  1 85.  Having  got  that 
reduction  in  1881,  the  tenant  applied  to 
the  Land  Court  in  May  of  the  present 
year,  and  got  a  further  redaction  of 
£50,  being  a  reduction  of  nearly  SO  per 
cent  on  the  rent  fixed  by  himself  in 
1881.  I  ask,  can  there  be  a  case  more 
strongly  bearing  out  our  contention  ?  It 
will  be  found  reported  at  page  13  of  the 
Keport  of  the  Judicial  Kents  for  the 
months  of  May  and  June  last.  Sap- 
posing  the  tenant  had  been  unfortunate 
enough  to  apply  to  the  landlord  in 
November,  1881,  or  in  1882,  or  1883, 
his  rent  would  have  been  settled  at 
£150,  whereas  the  Land  Court  nov 
comes  in  and  reduces  it  fully  30  per 
cent — that  is  a  case  well  worthy  con- 
sideration by  this  House,  becauae  it 
bears  so  directly  on  our  contention  as  to 
the  necessity  for  further  reductions  of 
rent.  Now,  I  wish  to  direct  attentkm 
to  a  few  more  evidences  of  depreanoa. 
In  the   month  of  November  last-  the 
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Central  Antrim  Tenants*  Defence  Asso- 
ciation— a  purely  Protestant  Association, 
which  worked  against  us  at  the  General 
Election — passed  a  resolution  to  the 
effect  that  50  per  cent  will  not  meet  the 
depression  of  prices ;  that  the  depression 
is  so  great  that  if  it  continues  it  will  be 
quite  impossible  for  the  tenants  in  Ulster 
to  pay  rent  and  live.  Further,  this  As- 
sociation says  that  the  tenant  right  of 
Ulster  farms  is  unsaleable,  except  in 
choice  and  exceptional  farms.  We  have 
heard  a  volley  of  assertions  from  the 
hon.  Member  for  Londonderry  as  to  the 
enormous  prices  given  for  Ulster  tenant 
rights.  All  I  can  say  is  that  I  am  per- 
fectly content  to  place  against  the  au- 
thority of  that  hon.  Gentleman  the 
authority  of  the  Central  Antrim  Tenants' 
Defence  Association.  That  is  not  all.  I 
turn  to  still  more  remarkable  testimony 
in  Ireland  as  to  the  present  depression, 
and  of  the  deplorable  state  in  which 
farmers  are.  I  refer  to  an  occurrence 
which  took  place  in  Kildare  last  week. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Kildare  Board  of 
Guardians  the  clerk  brought  forward  a 
letter  from  another  Board  of  Guardians 
calling  attention  to  the  sufferings  of  the 
farmers,  and  a  resolution  was  proposed 
setting  forth  that  the  interests  of  the 
landlords  as  well  as  the  tenants  would 
be  best  promoted  by  the  making  of  sub- 
stantial abatements,  and  that  50  per 
cent  off  the  Government  valuation  is  the 
least  that  can  do  any  good.  The  chair- 
man of  the  meeting  was  a  large  farmer 
in  Kildare,  and  there  were  several  land- 
lords present.  Baron  de  Robeck,  a 
landlord  and  a  tenant  farmer,  said — 

"I  aipree  with  everything  Mr.  Fenton  has 
said,  except  regarding  the  percentage  of  reduc- 
tions. I  would  agree  to  that,  too,  in  a  certain 
way  ;  but  I  agree  with  Mr.  Fenton  as  to  the 
depreciation  in  prices.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
the  bad  weather  this  season  has  altogether 
spoiled  the  crop.  I  would  agree  to  everything 
he  said  except  to  draw  a  hard-and-fast  line  at 
.50  per  cent,  as  what  one  man  might  want 
might  be  too  much  for  another.  It  may  be 
necessary  in  some  cases,  but  it  is  not  necessary 
in  all."  ' 

Here  is  a  well  known  Conservative 
landlord,  who  stood  in  the  Conservative 
interest  for  the  County  of  Kildare  at  the 
Election  in  1885,  and  his  declaration  at 
a  meeting  of  the  Kildare  Board  of  Guar- 
dians is  that  a  reduction  of  50  per  cent 
may  be  necessary  in  some  cases,  but  not 
in  all      He  agreed,  finally,  in  tlie  reso- 


lution. Other  landlords  followed.  Major 
Burrowes,  a  Deputy  Lieutenant  of  tlie 
county  and  a  large  landowner,  sup- 
ported the  resolution.  Mr.  Mansfield,  an 
ex  officio  Guardian  and  a  large  landowner 
in  tlie  county,  supported  the  resolution. 
And  what  was  the  result?  That  a 
resolution  calling  on  the  Government  to 
put  a  stop  to  evictions  was  passed.  Not 
a  single  voice,  except  the  voice  of  two 
individuals,  in  the  whole  meeting  was 
raised  against  it ;  and  these  gentlemen 
did  not  object  to  the  resolution,  but  said 
it  was  not  the  proper  business  of  the 
Board.  I  want  to  know,  Mr.  Speaker, 
if  this  is  not  evidence  to  impress  on 
tlie  House  the  necessity  for  something 
being  done,  where  are  we  to  go  for  evi- 
dence ?  If  you  will  not  believe  Irish 
Nationalists,  will  you  believe  Presby- 
terian landlords,  will  you  believe  Con- 
servative landlords  in  the  county  of  Kil- 
dare ?  It  is  utterly  impossible  to  answer 
or  contradict  any  of  these  facts.  There 
was  only  one  point  in  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Londonderry  which  I 
consider  to  be  in  the  least  worthy  of 
consideration.  It  is  perfectly  true,  as 
pointed  out  by  the  late  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Derby  (Sir  William 
Harcourt),  that  all  the  speeches  from 
the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House 
were  addressed  to  showing  that  thero 
was  no  strong  and  urgent  cause  for 
the  reduction  of  rent  in  Ireland.  The 
very  proof  of  that  fact  is  this  —  that 
the  only  strong  point  in  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Londonderry 
had  relation  to  what  he  made  out  to 
be  the  increasing  wealth  of  the  Irish 
farmers  in  live  stock  and  cattle.  I  have 
noticed  in  this  debate  a  most  extraordi- 
nary perversion  of  figures.  I  do  not  say 
it  was  a  deliberate  perversion;  but  I 
believe  the  figures  were  supplied  to  lion. 
Members  by  agencies,  and  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  made  use  of  them  did  not  look 
into  them  for  themselves.  What  did 
the  hon.  Member  for  Londonderry  say? 
He  said  that  there  was  an  increase  of  all 
kinds  of  stock  in  Ireland,  with  the  soli- 
tary exception  of  pigs.  Will  hon.  Mem- 
bers listen  to  the  true  facts  of  the  case  ? 
From  1884  to  1885  these  are  the  figures. 
In  horses  there  was  an  increase  of  2,0255, 
and  this  increase  entirely  took  place  in 
two-year-olds;  and  we  who  know  the 
country  will  attribute  this  to  the  fact 
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I  assert,  and  every  Irish  tenant  in  Ulster 
will  bear  me  out,  and  I  defy  even  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  to  deny 
it,  that  in  Ulster,  in  1869  and  in  1862, 
when  that  valuation  was  completed,  the 
whole  valuation  of  the  Province  was 
more  than  half  comprised  of  the  un- 
rewarded and  unrecompensed  labour  of 
the  tenantry.  The  improvements,  the 
drains,  the  fences,  were  all  made  by 
them,  and  tliousands  and  millions  of 
acres  of  worthless  bog  and  of  waste 
mountain  were  brouf^ht  into  cultivation 
by  their  exertions,  when  these  valuers 
oame  and  placed  upon  the  land  a  valua- 
tion which,  by  their  own  mouths,  I  have 
now  proved  was  up  to  the  rack-rental  of 
the  Province,  confisf^ating  at  one  fell 
swoop  one-half  of  the  value  of  Ulster 
from  the  tenantry.  Mr.  Vernon,  in 
confirmation  of  this  assertion,  was  asked 
this  question,  he  being  the  agent  of 
Lord  Bath  in  the  county  of  Mona- 
ghan — 

'*  As  far  as  you  know,  was  the  intrinsic  value 
of  the  land  taken  without  reference  to  the 
various  interests  that  may  have  grown,  up  by 
nse  and  by  the  letting  of  the  land  ?  " 

His  reply  was — 

"  I  believe  that  to  be  the  case." 

Now,  there  is  an  act  of  the  most  bold 
and  sweeping  confiscation.  They  talk 
to  us  about  robbing  the  landlord,  but 
how  about  Griffith's  valuation?  Sir 
Bichard  Griffith  admitted,  upon  being 
asked,  that  in  the  valuation  he  took  an 
enormously  high  view  of  the  agricultural 
prospects  of  the  country.  I  think  it  has 
been  proved  that  within  the  very  last 
year  the  fall  in  values  has  averaged  20 
per  cent.  But  are  we  to  conclude  that 
the  Irish  Land  Oommissiouers,in  settling 
the  rents,  looked  only  to  the  values  of 
the  depressed  years,  1831-2-3?  We 
have  heard  from  the  lips  of  the  Com- 
misaioners  themselves  that  when  they 
settled  rents  thoy  settled  them  on  an 
average,  going  back  to  the  years 
1877-8-9,  and  taking  them  into  account 
as  well  as  the  depressed  years,  18K1-2-3. 
If  that  be  allowed — and  I  say  I  have  it 
on  the  authority  of  the  Commissioners — 
the  reduction  is  infinitely  greater.  Sup- 
posing a  reduction  of  25  per  cent  in  the 
value  of  produce,  what  reduction  is  the 
tenant  entitlt^d  to  ?  The  question  has 
not  been  sufficiently  put  to  the  House. 
Sir  Bichard  Griffith,  who  was  no  friend 
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to  the  Irish  tenants,  in  his  instmotiona 
to  his  valuators  said — 

*'  One  hundred  acres  of  tillage  prodaoe*  £592, 
and  the  cost  of  production  is  £369.  Therefore, 
the  amount  to  be  divided  between  landlord  and 
tenant  is  £233  ; " 

and  that  is  considerably  less  than  50  per 
cent  of  the  total  produce.  But  will 
anyone  deny  that  in  Ireland  there  has 
been  absolutely  no  fall  in  the  coat  of 
production — not  one  shilling  to  the  un- 
fortunate tenant — and,  therefore,  he  can 
bear  a  less  cost  on  the  net  profit? 
Now,  according  to  the  caloulattoa  of  Sir 
Richard  Griffith,  the  net  profit  ie  con- 
siderably under  50  per  cent  of  the  groes 
profits  on  a  tillage  farm.  What  is  the 
conclusion  we  arrive  at  on  a  fall  of  2o 
per  cent  ?  The  tenant  is  entitled  to  a 
reduction  of  at  least  50  per  cent,  and 
probably  more,  on  a  tillage  farm.  The 
figures  with  regard  to  a  purely  grass 
farm  differ  very  slightly ;  hence  I  con- 
tend that  a  clear  case  is  made  out  for  a 
reduction,  from  the  calculation  of  the 
prosperous  years  in  Ireland,  of,  at  least, 
50  per  cent,  those  years  being  1877-8» 
and  this  would  not  leave  the  tenants 
in  as  good  a  position  as  they  were  in 
1877-8.  In  continuation  of  this  evidence, 
let  me  quote  a  very  instructive  and  re- 
markable case.  A  rent  was  settled  by 
agreement  in  Ireland  in  1880,  about  the 
time  of  the  passing  of  the  Land  Act, 
and  there  was  a  reduction  given  of  £30 
on  a  rental  of  £l8d.  Having  g^t  that 
reduction  in  1881,  the  tenant  applied  to 
the  Laud  Court  in  May  of  the  present 
year,  and  got  a  further  redaction  of 
£50,  beiug  a  reduction  of  nearly  SO  per 
cent  on  the  rent  fixed  by  himself  in 
1881.  I  ask,  can  there  be  a  case  more 
strongly  bearing  out  our  contention  ?  It 
will  be  found  reported  at  page  13  of  the 
Keport  of  the  Judicial  Kents  for  the 
months  of  May  and  June  last.  Sup- 
posing the  tenant  had  been  unfortunate 
enough  to  apply  to  the  landlord  in 
November,  1881,  or  in  1882.  or  1883, 
his  rent  would  have  been  settled  at 
£150,  whereas  the  Land  Court  nov 
comes  in  and  reduces  it  fully  80  per 
cent — that  is  a  case  well  worthy  con- 
sideration by  this  House,  becanae  it 
bears  so  directly  on  our  contention  mm  to 
the  necessity  for  further  reductions  of 
rent.  Now,  I  wish  to  direct  attention 
to  a  few  more  evidences  of  dnnrnasioa 
In  the   month  of  Noyember  laat  the 
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Central  Antrim  Tenants'  Defence  Asso- 
ciation— a  purely  Protestant  Association, 
which  worked  against  us  at  the  General 
Election — passed  a  resolution  to  the 
eflfect  that  50  per  cent  will  not  meet  the 
depression  of  prices ;  that  the  depression 
is  so  great  that  if  it  continues  it  will  be 
quite  impossible  for  the  tenants  in  Ulster 
to  pay  rent  and  live.  Further,  this  As- 
sociation says  that  the  tenant  right  of 
Ulster  farms  is  unsaleable,  except  in 
choice  and  exceptional  farms.  We  have 
heard  a  volley  of  assertions  from  the 
hon.  Member  for  Londonderry  as  to  the 
enormous  prices  given  for  Ulster  tenant 
rights.  All  I  can  say  is  that  I  am  per- 
fectly content  to  place  against  the  au- 
thority of  that  hon.  Gentleman  the 
authority  of  the  Central  Antrim  Tenants' 
Defence  Association.  That  is  not  all.  I 
turn  to  still  more  remarkable  testimony 
in  Ireland  as  to  the  present  depression, 
and  of  the  deplorable  state  in  which 
farmers  are.  I  refer  to  an  occurrence 
which  took  place  in  Kildare  last  week. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Kildare  Board  of 
Guardians  the  clerk  brought  forward  a 
letter  from  another  Board  of  Guardians 
calling  attention  to  the  sufferings  of  the 
farmers,  and  a  resolution  was  proposed 
setting  forth  that  the  interests  of  the 
landlords  as  well  as  the  tenants  would 
be  best  promoted  by  the  making  of  sub- 
stantial abatements,  and  that  50  per 
cent  off  the  Government  valuation  is  the 
least  that  can  do  any  good.  The  chair- 
man of  the  meeting  was  a  large  farmer 
in  Kildare,  and  there  were  several  land- 
lords present.  Baron  de  Robeck,  a 
landlord  and  a  tenant  farmer,  said — 

"  I  ai^ee  with  everything  Mr.  Fenton  has 
said,  except  regarding  the  percentage  of  reduc- 
tions. I  would  agree  to  that,  too,  in  a  certain 
way  :  but  I  agree  with  Mr.  Fenton  as  to  the 
depreciation  in  prices.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
the  bad  weather  this  season  has  altogether 
spoiled  the  crop.  I  would  agree  to  everything 
he  said  except  to  draw  a  hard-and-fast  line  at 
oO  p(^r  cent,  as  what  one  man  might  want 
might  be  too  much  for  another.  It  may  be 
necessary  in  some  cages,  but  it  is  not  necessary 
in  all." 

Here  is  a  well  known  Conservative 
landlord,  who  stood  in  the  Conservative 
interest  for  the  County  of  Kildare  at  the 
Election  in  1885,  and  his  declaration  at 
a  meeting  of  the  Kildare  Board  of  Guar- 
dians is  that  a  reduction  of  50  per  cent 
may  be  necessary  in  some  cases,  but  not 
in  all     He  agreed,  finally,  in  the  reso- 


lution. Other  landlords  followed.  Major 
Burrowes,  a  Deputy  Lieutenant  of  the 
county  and  a  large  landowner,  sup- 
ported the  resolution.  Mr.  Mansfield,  an 
ex  officio  Guardian  and  a  large  landowner 
in  the  county,  supported  the  resolution. 
And  what  was  the  result?  That  a 
resolution  calling  on  the  Government  to 
put  a  stop  to  evictions  was  passed.  Not 
a  single  voice,  except  the  voice  of  two 
individuals,  in  the  whole  meeting  was 
raised  against  it ;  and  these  gentlemen 
did  not  object  to  the  resolution,  but  said 
it  was  not  the  proper  business  of  the 
Board.  I  want  to  know,  Mr.  Speaker, 
if  this  is  not  evidence  to  impress  on 
the  House  the  necessity  for  something 
being  done,  where  are  we  to  go  for  evi- 
dence ?  If  you  will  not  believe  Irish 
Nationalists,  will  you  believe  Presby- 
terian landlords,  will  you  believe  Con- 
servative landlords  in  the  county  of  Kil- 
dare ?  It  is  utterly  impossible  to  answer 
or  contradict  any  of  these  facts.  There 
was  only  one  point  in  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Londonderry  which  I 
consider  to  be  in  the  least  worthy  of 
consideration.  It  is  perfectly  true,  as 
pointed  out  by  the  late  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  Derby  (Sir  William 
Harcourt),  that  all  the  speeches  from 
the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House 
were  addressed  to  showing  that  there 
was  no  strong  and  urgent  cause  for 
the  reduction  of  rent  in  Ireland.  The 
very  proof  of  that  fact  is  this  —  that 
the  only  strong  point  in  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Londonderry 
had  relation  to  what  he  made  out  to 
be  the  increasing  wealth  of  the  Irish 
farmers  in  live  stock  and  cattle.  I  have 
noticed  in  this  debate  a  most  extraordi- 
nary perversion  of  figures.  I  do  not  say 
it  was  a  deliberate  perversion ;  but  I 
believe  the  figures  were  supplied  to  hon. 
Members  by  agencies,  and  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  made  use  of  them  did  not  look 
into  them  for  themselves.  What  did 
the  hon.  Member  for  Londonderry  say? 
He  said  that  there  was  an  increase  of  all 
kinds  of  stock  in  Ireland,  with  the  soli- 
tary exception  of  pigs.  Will  hon.  Mem- 
bers listen  to  the  true  facts  of  the  case  ? 
From  1884  to  1885  these  are  the  figures. 
In  horses  there  was  an  increase  of  2,0^5, 
and  this  increase  entirely  took  place  in 
two-year-olds;  and  we  who  know  the 
country  will  attribute  this  to  the  fact 
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that  fanners,  having  found  the  rearing 
of  cattle  entirely  unprofitable,  have  re- 
solved to  try  their  hand  at  the  rearing 
of  horses.  There  was  a  decrease  in  one- 
year-olds,  which  shows  that  the  experi- 
ment did  not  answer  the  expectations. 
Another  item,  the  mention  of  which 
created  some  laughter,  was  that  of 
asses.  The  Irish  farmers  do  their 
carting  with  asses;  but  in  the  num- 
ber of  these  animals  there  was  a  de- 
crease of  912.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Londonderry  quoted  the  figures 
in  cattle,  and  he  led  the  House  to  be- 
lieve that  there  was  an  increase  in 
wealth  in  Ireland  in  cattle.  Last  year, 
however,  the  net  decrease  in  horned 
stock  in  Ireland  was  44,824,  and  that 
only  very  slightly  brings  before  the 
House  the  real  facts,  which  are  alarming 
and  appalling  in  the  extremest  degree. 
There  was  an  increase  of  milch  cows  of 
1,300,  a  slight  increase  of  three-year- 
olds— 3,502— and  why?  Because  the 
Irish  farmers  could  not  get  any  price 
for  them.  This  is  a  thing  to  which  I 
would  beg  the  attention  of  hon.  Mem- 
bers. In  one-year-old  stock  there  was 
a  decrease  in  one  year  of  48,936,  and 
why  ?  The  Irish  farmers  killed  their 
calves,  because  they  fi>und  they  could 
not  pay  for  rearing.  I  know  the  reason 
of  that  appalling  decrease  is  the  reason 
I  tell  you — the  farmers  were  so  dispirited 
and  broken-hearted  by  the  prices  they 
were  ofiered  for  store  cattle  that  they 
killed  the  calves.  Now,  these  figures 
utterly  contradict  the  statements  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Londonderry,  and 
reveal  a  condition  of  things  which,  to 
those  acquainted  with  the  real  life  of 
the  Irish  farmers,  about  which  the  hon. 
Member  knows  nothing,  is  simply  ap- 
palling. The  hon.  Member  pointed  out 
that  the  people  of  Ireland  have  increased 
the  amount  of  land  under  cultivation. 
He  pointed  out  that  there  was  an  in- 
crease in  the  land  under  tillage  of 
76,000  acres,  and  of  59,000  acres  as 
meadow  and  grass  land.  Now,  the 
increase  in  land  under  tillage  is  only 
17,000  acres,  and  of  that  15,000  is  in 
flax  in  Ulster  and  2,000  in  potatoes. 
We  are  told  by  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site that  oats  is  the  really  paying  crop  ; 
but  what  is  the  fact  concerning  oats  ? 
Why,  that  there  has  been  a  decrease  in 
the  number  of  acres  sown  with  oats  of 
13,364.    That  looks,  does  it  not,  as  if 
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the  wealth  of  the  Irish  farmers  was  in- 
creasing ?  I  have  alluded  to  the  figures 
of  the  hon.  Member,  because  they 
certainly  surprised  myself.  I  did  not 
know  how  to  account  for  them,  so  I 
had  the  figures  made  out  to-day  and 
carefully  checked.  It  has  been  said 
that  the  Land  Commissioners,  in  settling 
the  rents,  were  friends  of  the  tenants. 
That  is  a  most  audacious  assertion.  Why, 
Sir,  hundreds  and  thousands  of  tenants 
I  know  in  Ireland  have  refused  to  go 
into  the  Land  Courts,  because  the  Land 
Commissioners  were  mainly  and  largely 
men  with  landlord  sympathies.  I  have 
here  a  Return  which  answers  that  com- 
pletely. Out  of  33  lay  Land  Commis- 
sioners appointed  under  the  Land  Act, 
17  were  landlords  or  agents — that  is,  50 
per  cent  of  the  members  of  the  Land 
Commission  were  either  landlords  or 
agents.  I  do  not  know  that  anybody 
will  venture  after  that  to  say  that  the 
Land  Commissioners  were  in  the  ten- 
ants' interest.  Now,  what  is  it  we  ask 
you  should  do  by  this  Bill?  We  ask 
you  to  make  Irish  landlords  do  what 
English  landlords  are  doing — nay,  we 
ask  you  to  make  Irish  landlords  do  a 
great  deal  less  than  Engliah  landlords 
always  have  done.  If  the  Irish  land- 
lords would  act  as  English  landlords 
have  generally  done,  there  would  have 
been  no  necessity  for  any  of  the  Bills 
which  have  been  passed  in  this  House. 
It  is  useless  for  men  to  talk  of  Irish 
landlords  having  been  tried  and  found 
not  guilty.  If  that  is  so,  why  were  the 
Compensation  for  Disturbance  and  the 
Arrears  Bills  brought  in  ?  Here  are  a 
few  rents  which  have  been  reduced  in 
England  and  8cotland~£600  to  £330, 
45  per  cent;  £523  to  £360,  31  per  cent; 
£750  to  £331,  56  per  cent;  £330  to 
£270,  27^  per  cent.  In  view,  too,  of 
the  reductions  of  40,  45,  and  50  per  cent 
made  this  year  in  Scotland,  can  it  be 
said  we  are  making  an^-thing  like  an 
extraordinary  or  extravagant  demand  if 
we  ask,  not  for  a  reduction  of  50  per 
cent,  but  that  the  tenant,  on  condition 
of  paying  50  per  cent  of  his  rent,  shall 
be  at  liberty  to  apply  to  the  Court  to 
decide  what  reduction  he  is  to  have? 
Now,  the  second  main  reason  for  our 
Bill  is  the  conduct  of  the  landlords.  I 
admit,  if  it  could  be  shown  that  the 
Irish  landlords  were  reasonable  man, 
and  oould  be  calculated  upon  to  act  in 
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the  face  of  this  crisis  as  many  un- 
doubtedly will  act  and  have  acted — if 
the  great  majority  could  be  expected  to 
act  reasonably,  there  would  be  no  neces- 
sity for  this  Bill.  But  is  that  the  fact  ? 
We  deny  it.  We  say  that  past  expe- 
rience has  shown  that  the  Irish  land- 
lords cannot  be  trusted  to  act  fairly  in 
this  matter.  It  is  perfectly  impossible 
for  me  to  go  into  the  whole  of  our  cases ; 
but  I  must  ask  the  House  to  have  pa- 
tience while  I  refer  to  some  of  the  recent 
actions  of  some  leading  Irish  landlords 
to  show  that  these  men  cannot  be  ex- 
pected to  act  reasonably;  and  that  if 
you  refuse  us  this  Bill  you  will  drive 
the  Executive  Government  in  Ireland 
into  courses  which  the  moral  sense  of 
England  will  condemn.  We  have  heard 
a  good  deal  of  Lord  Clanricarde.  We 
know  that  this  gentleman  is  an  absentee 
landlord ;  we  know  he  lives  in  London 
and  on  the  Continent ;  that  he  never  sees 
his  estate,  and  never  spends  a  shilling 
amongst  his  tenantry.  Now,  I  want  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  cer- 
tain reductions  recently  made  on  the 
estate  of  Lord  Clanricarde.  Lord  Clan- 
ricarde*s  tenants  came  into  Court  in  the 
month  of  May  this  year.  If  you  ask 
me  why  they  did  not  come  to  the  Land 
Court  before,  I  will  answer  that  they 
were  afraid  to  do  so,  because,  as  in  the 
case  of  so  many  other  estates  in  Ireland, 
terrorism  was  held  over  the  head  of  the 
tenants  in  the  shape  of  hanging  gales 
and  costs  of  appeals,  and  they  were 
warned  that,  immediately  they  appealed 
to  the  Court,  every  penny  of  arrears 
would  be  taken  out  of  them  by  writs 
m  the  Superior  Court  in  Dublin.  The 
tenants,  however,  went  into  Court  at 
last.  In  one  case,  the  tenant's  rent, 
which  was  £80,  was  fixed  by  the  Court 
at  £lo  ;  in  another,  £7  10«.  was  reduced 
to  £3  o/f.  This  is  on  an  estate  where  the 
tenants  have  been  compelled,  by  the 
threat  of  writs  from  Dublin,  to  pay  up  to 
the  last  penny  for  the  last  five  years  since 
the  Land  Court  has  been  sitting.  This  is 
the  landlord  whom  you  expect  to  act  rea- 
sonably and  to  be  merciful  to  his  tenants. 
These  two  reductions  I  have  picked  out 
of  a  long  list  containing  dozens ;  and, 
having  got  these  relating  to  a  certain 
estate,  I  have  gone  to  other  estates  and 
have  got  others  of  a  similar  character. 
The  point  of  the  argument  is  fully  borne 
out  by  the  two  cases  I  have  quoted ;  for 


they  show  that  where  a  landlord  has 
bullied  and  threatened  a  tenant  to  pre- 
vent him  from  entering  the  Land  Court 
— when,  at  last,  the  tenant  has  entered 
the  Court — he  is  adjudged  to  have  been 
paying  double  what  was  a  fair  rent. 
This  is  the  case  of  a  landlord  who  has 
3,000  or  4,000  tenants  in  Gal  way.  Now, 
to  come  to  another  case  in  the  Province  of 
Connaught— of  Mr.  Martin  McDonald, 
of  Dunmore,  who,  to  my  knowledge, 
bullied  and  threatened  his  tenants  from 
going  into  the  Courts.  They  at  last 
went,  and  the  result  was  that  a  rent 
of  £2  89.  was  reduced  to  179.  ^d. ; 
one  of  £2  \b.  Zd.  to  16«.  &d. ;  one  of 
£2  6«.  bd,  to  £1  2«.  6i/. ;  one  of  £2  2«. 
to  18«. ;  and  one  of  £2  to  11  h.  These 
are  all  cases  in  which,  in  my  opinion, 
there  ought  to  be  no  rent  at  all. 
The  Commissioners  were  ashamed  to  do 
full  justice.  I  know  what  Mr.  Martin 
McDonald's  tenants  are.  They  are  men 
who  were  evicted  from  their  former 
holdings,  and  left;  naked  and  bare  on 
the  mountain  side,  and  ordered  to  re- 
claim it,  and  then  rent  was  put  upon 
the  land  which  they  reclaimed,  and  the 
mud  huts  which  they  built.  This  is 
another  landlord  on  whose  forbearance 
the  Gt)Yernment  are  relying.  Then  let 
us  come  to  Mr.  Loftus  Tottenham.  His 
tenants  entered  the  Land  Court,  having, 
after  a  long  pause,  at  last  mustered  up 
courage  in  the  month  of  April  last ;  and 
the  general  reductions  average  very 
close  upon  50  per  cent.  This  is  one  of 
the  gentlemen  who  would  get  up  in  this 
House  and  defend  the  Irish  landlords. 
Kents  of  £5  159.  have  been  reduced  to 
£3  ;  of  £2  to  £1  59. ;  of  £1 1  to  £6  ;  of 
£7  to  £4  59. ;  of  £7  69.  -id,  to  £3  129.  ; 
of  £5  to  £2  IO9.  ;  and  of  £5  IO9.  to  £3. 
This  gentleman  would,  no  doubt,  in 
this  House  indulge  in  an  appeal  to  us 
to  rely  on  the  reasonableness  of  the  land- 
lords. I  now  come  to  a  case  with  which 
I  am  personally  acquainted — that  of  a 
noble  Lord  whose  estate  has  been  re- 
ferred to — Lord  Annaly,  whose  agent 
boasts  that  he  can  bully  any  tenant  in 
Ireland  into  submission,  and  that  he 
trampled  on  the  Land  League.  So  he 
did,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  and  he  used  to 
go  strutting  about  Dublin,  stating  that 
he  had  broken  down  the  Land  League, 
and  had  tolerated  no  mediation  from 
them.  At  last  Lord  Annaly's  tenants 
summoned  up  courage  to   go  into  the 

I8f€<md  Night.'] 


1289 


nnanW  Relisf 


{COMMONS} 


£f$Um^  BiU. 


1240 


Land  Court,  and  here  are  some  of  the 
reductions— £20  14*.  to  £11  7*.;  £8  10«. 
to  £4  \b8. ;  £13  to  £6  6f.  ;  £20  to  £12 ; 
£4  to  £l  lbs.  ;  £24  to  £13  10«.  I  was 
denounced,  iu  a  speech  in  Dublin,  by 
Lord  Annaly's  agent,  because  I  recom- 
mended the  tenants  to  combine  and 
ask  for  25  per  cent  reduction.  I  will 
leave  the  House  now  to  express  its  opi- 
nion as  to  whether  this  agent  has  much 
room  to  be  proud  of  what  has  taken 
place ;  this  p;ent1eman  who  boasted  and 
Dragged  in  Dublin  that  he  had  beaten 
down  the  Land  League,  and  made  the 
tenants  pay  the  last  penny.  Now  I 
come  to  Lord  Kenmare.  We  have  been 
told  that  we  have  been  unjust  to  Lord 
Kenmare ;  and  this  is  a  case  to  which 
I  invite  the  attention  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  because  I  warn  him 
that  in  the  case  of  Lord  Kenmare's 
estate  he  will  have  great  trouble  this 
winter.  It  was  stated  in  a  letter  the 
other  day  that  there  had  been  very  few 
evictions  on  this  Nobleman's  estate.  I 
tell  the  House  the  statement  in  that 
letter  was  not  true ;  and,  even  if  it  was, 
the  sting  was  in  the  tail  of  it ;  for  the 
agent  said  that  if  the  rents  were  not 
paid  he  would  proceed  to  evict  every 
tenant  who  would  not  pay.  What  is 
the  case  with  regard  to  the  Kenmare 
estates  ?  Here  are  some  of  the  reduc- 
tions made  by  the  Court— £27  to  £17  : 
£6  to  £3  10«. ;  £6  to  £4  ;  £35  to  £22  ; 
£25  to  £18  ;  £50  to  £40.  I  admit  all 
this  time  that  I  am  picking  out  the  worst 
oases ;  but,  I  say,  is  this  House  prepared 
to  support,  by  the  force  and  authority  of 
the  law  in  Ireland,  men  who  are  capable 
of  dishonesty,  such  as  this  man,  who  can 
be  declared  in  the  face  of  England  to 
have  been  guilty  of  this  gross  injustice 
to  our  countrymen — men  who  have  been 
proved  to  have  exacted  100  per  cent 
more  than  their  own  just  rents  for  years 
and  years  past/  The  House  will  see 
that  the  landlords  not  only  charge  the 
unjust  rent,  but  they  make  the  unfor- 
tunate tenant  pay  up  the  arrears  on  the 
old  valuation.  This  noble  Lord,  who, 
no  doubt,  is  shocked  at  the  dishonesty 
of  the  Irish  Land  Leaguers,  was  applied 
to  the  other  day  for  the  poor  rate  and 
county  cess  in  respect  oi  farms  from 
which  his  tenants  had  been  evicted  ;  he 
refused  to  pay,  and  the  magistrates  re- 
fused to  decree  on  it.  There  is  the 
honesty  of  the  Irish  landlords.  I  come 
now  to  another  landlord,  Lord  Midleton, 

Mr.  LiUuH 


whose  son  is  a  Member  of  the  present 
Government,  and  is,  therefore,  able  to 
speak  for  him.  Lord  Midleton's  tenants 
applied  for  a  reduction  the  other  day ; 
and  a  deputation  was  sent,  representing 
some  judicial  tenants  and  some  who 
were  not  judicial  tenants,  to  ask  for  a 
reduction.  What  happened  ?  Lord 
Midleton  refused  to  see  the  deputation, 
or  to  discuss  with  them  the  propriety  of 
a  reduction.  His  reply  was — **  Not  a 
penny  under  the  judicial  rents."  What 
was  the  consequence  ?  Not  a  man  who 
was  in  arrear  but  who  immediately  had 
a  writ.  There  are  iu  Ireland,  at  this 
moment,  landlords  who  boast  and  brag 
that  they  would  not  take  a  penny  under 
the  judicial  rent,  who  will  not  be  per- 
suaded into  g^vinp^  reductions,  and  who 
look  upon  the  judicial  rents  as  sacred. 
I  do  not  want  to  weary  the  House ;  but 
I  am  entitled  to  make  as  strong  a  case  as 
I  can  in  respect  to  the  question  which 
is  all-important  at  the  present  moment 
— namely,  what  right  the  Government 
have  to  anticipate  that  the  Irish  land- 
lords will  act  justly  by  their  tenants  ?  I 
think  I  have  made  out  a  pretty  strong 
case.  ["Oh,  oh!**]  Yes ;  I  think  I  have, 
and  I  will  wind  up  with  a  reference  to 
an  hon.  Member  who  is  here,  and  ought 
to  be  able  to  answer  for  himself,  at  all 
events  he  moved  the  rejection  of  this 
Bill — and  I  must  say  I  think  they 
ought  to  have  selected  another  champion 
to  undertake  the  defence  of  the  land* 
lords,  and  show  the  impolicy  of  passing 
a  Bill  to  relieve  the  Irish  tenants.  That 
hon.  Gentleman  and  his  brother  are  not 
popular  landholders  in  the  South  of 
Ireland.  I  will  go  further,  and  say 
they  are  harsh  and  cruel  landlords.  I 
have  got  some  facts  here  which  I  think 
will  make  hon.  Members  believe  that  I 
speak  nothing  more  than  the  absolute 
truth.  Here  is  a  circular,  dated  the 
15th  of  March,  1873,  signed  Penrose 
Fit£gerald,  and  issued  to  his  tenants, 
At  this  time,  I  may  say,  the  farmers 
had  reached  the  very  summit  and  acme 
of  prosperity  and  high  prices.  The 
circular  says — 

"  He  waa  informed  that  whilst  tome  of  hit 
tentnU  held  at  a  fair  rent,  and  somo  very 
much  under  the  real  value," 

I  am  bound  to  say  that  the  form  of  the 
circular  to  an  outsider  would  not  appear 
very  unreasonable.     He  said — 

**  That  hia  desire  was  to  act  fairly  and  joitly 
to  CTer>'  tenant  already  in  occupation— to  Issve 
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htm  tMh  ft  marinfi  of  profit  m  wottld  eaftble 
him  to  Uto  in  comfort  Aod  rttpfcUbtlity.** 

Mm  PENROSE  FITZGERALD: 
Will  the  Hon.  Member  read  the  whole 
of  the  rimilar  'f 

Mr.  I>f Lf/)N  :  ft  \n  too  lon((  to  read 
it  all.     ^..Oh.oh!" 

Mr  rKNROSE  FITZ(iERALI>: 
Read  it  all. 

Mr.  DILLON:  Well,  if  hon.  Mem- 
bers  like,   I  will   do  m>;  but  I   do  not. 
think   it   will   improTe  the  hon.  Mem* 
ber'n  cajio.     He  goet  on  to  aay — 

**  Nn  p»o<»niI  Taloation  of  the  Mtate  w(i<i 
m«il«»  during  th*  prrtent  centurr.'* 

Mr.   PENROSE  FITZCfERALD:    I; 
have  a%krd  the  hon.  Mombi*r   to  read 
the  whole  of  the  circular. 

Mr.  DILLON:  lie  najt— this  it  the 
part  the  hon.  Member  considers  im- 
portant— 

**  I  am  infonn«Hl  that,  whilft  tome  of  mr 
ivfuuitA  are  pftying  f«ir  r«nU,  uth<*r»  h<4d  tht 
Uad  at  rtry  much  under  it*  fvaI  Talu<*  ** 

I  do  not  think  it  necenarv  to  read  anr 

• 

more  of  thin  document.  I  have  stated 
already  that  I  have  no  fault  to  find  with 
it :  and  I  merely  wished  to  ouote  it  to 
show  that  the  estate  wax  valued  in  1873. 
Then  I  have  here  a  statement,  which  the 
hon.  Member  ia  at  libortj  to  contradict, 
in  reference  to  ii«>iiie  recent  occurrences 
on  his  estate.  I  ^ve  it  on  what  I  con- 
sider to  be  very  gt>od  authority.  First, 
there  is  the  case  of  William  Wall,  rent 
fixed  in  1873  at  £61.  reduced  about 
three  years  ag^  to  £66,  which  is  the 
pre^nt  rate.  The  Poor  Law  valuation 
ts  £43.  No  abatement  off  the  March 
fale  of  1 885  was  offered ;  an  abate- 
ment of  20  per  r^nt  off  the  September 
gale  was  offered.  The  tenant  hesitated 
to  accept  it.  and  was  served  with  a  writ, 
and  had  to  pay  full  rent  and  costs. 
*  Shame !  "  i  Ves  ;  I  find  that  l>ecause 
de  did  not  accept  '20  per  cent  he  was 
immediately  served  with  a  writ  and 
eocnpaUed  to  pay  full  rent  and  ec»sts. 
This  statement  is  in  reference  to  a  recent 
ocrurrence  upon  the  hon.  M«»mb«*r*s 
estate.  There  are  a  numl>er  of  othf'r 
cases  on  the  entate  where  the  rental  it 
far  aliove  the  Pour  Law  valuatit>n.  and 
in  which  the  otf«*rti  of  payment  of  the 
rents  by  the  tenants  shortly  after  gRie 
day  were  met  by  writs  of  eviction. 
Lake  Sheehan  had  paid  a  r**nt  c^f  £26.  ; 
the  Ptor  Law  valuation  Uing  £20.  The  ; 
ratti  kad  been  fixed  three  years  ago  by  I 


the  tenant's  arceptance  of  the  landlofd'a 

offer;  it  has  been  without  abatement,  and 

was  accepted  by  the  tenant  because  ha 

had  no  confid«*nce  in  the  landlord.     In 

another  caee   the  r«»nt  was  settled   ai 

£28 ;   the  Poor  Ijiw  valuation  is  £32 ; 

rent  was  s«ttled  three  years  ago;    aa 

abat**ment    (>f    1*>    |>er    cent  has  beaa 

allowe<l  on  the  rent  fixed  br  the  laad- 

lord.     The  tenant  objected   to  sign  tha 

agreement  until  the  agent*s  clerk  aaid 

to  him — 

**  Tnlrss  voq  ftiRn  it.  Toa  will  bs  cwnpsllsd 
to  refund  th«  sUowaoc**  yoa  hsvt  had  for  the 
last  three  jears.*' 

In  the  next  case  the  rent  was  £62,  and 
the  Poor  I^w  valuation  £48  Ss,  O^f.  ;  ao 
abatement  previous  to  this  year ;  but  20 
per  cent  was  offered  if  the  previout 
rents  were  paid.  In  the  next  case  tha 
rent  is  £64.  and  the  Poor  Law  Talna- 
tion  £4 1  ;  20  p4»r  rent  has  been  allowad 
off  the  last  two  half- gales.  I  am  rather 
surprised  at  that ;  but  it  cuts  two  way8 
—it  shows  that  the  rents  wera  extra- 
vagantly  hish.  When  the  tenant  oeased 
to  accept  the  rent  he  got  a  writ  from 
the  Superior  Court,  and  was  0(»mpellad 
to  pay  the  full  rent  and  costs.  I  am 
quoting  these  cases  as  an  illustration  of 
the  forbearan^A  of  the  landlords.  Oor- 
neiius  M'lNmald  paid  £32  in  rent;  tha 
Poor  Law  valuation  wa*  £26.  On  Sap* 
tember  12,  1885,  he  owed  a  year's  rent; 
he  offered  to  pay'^the  year's  rant 
26  per  cent  reduction ;  but  this 
refus<Ki.  He  asked  for  an  interriew 
with  the  agent ;  but  this  also  was 
refused.  He  was  served  with  a  writ 
on  the  1st  of  January.  1886,  and 
his  interest  was  sold  by  the  Sheriff. 
A  short  time  after  friends  of  the  tenaat 
lent  him  sufficient  money  to  pay  the  fall 
rent.  Mr.  Penrose  Fitsgerald*s  solicitor 
replttni  that  his  employer  could  not  ac« 
r<*pt  any  offer,  aji  matters  had  proceeded 
t4K>  far.  lie  was  eviittnl  on  the  31st  of 
last  .\ugust.  Though  he  made  an  offt^rto 
settle  the  eviction,  the  very  bailiff  of 
tht«  landlonl  would  not  listen  to  htm 
when  the  rent  was  proffered,  f  C*ritf«  0/ 
-Shame!" 

Ma.  SPI-L\KHH  :  Order,  order! 

Ma.  IiILIiON  :  The  landlords  gave 
grossly  insufficient  abatement  of  the  ex* 
orbitant  rent.  A  strung  argument  was 
use«l  just  now  as  to  the  evictions  on  title 
for  rent.  There  are  other  evictions  on 
title.  The  landlords  now  cling  to  tha 
arictiona,  which  they  have  discoTsred  to 
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be  most  fatal  and  ruinous  to  the  tenant, 
to  sell  out  his  interest  in  the  land  under 
a  decree  of  judgment,  by  which  he  for- 
feits his  six  months'  redemption,  and  is 
deprived  of  all  the  rights  that  Parliament 
has  conferred  upon  him.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  who  moved  the  rejection  of 
the  Bill,  in  common  with  all  his  for- 
bearing brethren  in  Ireland,  will  say 
that  these  evictions  are  just.  I  will  say 
no  more  about  the  forbearance  of  Irish 
landlords.  Is  there  an  English  land- 
lord sitting  on  these  Benches  who  would 
not  be  ashamed  to  sit  silent  if  such 
charges  as  these  were  made  against  him? 
Is  there  one  single  English  landlord 
who,  when  his  tenant  had  offered  to  pay 
75  per  cent  of  the  rent,  who,  after  the 
poor  wretched  tenant  had  been  put  to 
enormous  cost,  his  interest  sold  out,  and 
robbed  of  his  rights  by  this  cruel  pro- 
cess of  law,  would  proceed  by  eject- 
ment ?  Is  there  an  English  landlord 
who,  when  his  tenant  would  come  and 
offer  the  gift  of  his  relatives  and  friends, 
the  full  amount  of  the  pound  of  flesh, 
the  full  rent  with  double  costs,  those  of 
the  judgment  of  decree  and  of  the  evic- 
tion of  title,  would  exercise  the  sort  of 
forbearance  of  their  Irish  brethren  ?  I 
do  not  believe  that  there  is  a  landlord 
in  England  or  Scotland  who  would  find 
it  in  his  heart  to  act  as  I  have  described ; 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Cambridge, 
who  stood  forward  in  this  House  speak- 
ing of  the  forbearing  landlords,  does 
not  deny  it.  He  knows  what  I  have 
said  is  true,  and  yet  he  poses  in  this 
House  as  the  Eepresentative  of  the  for- 
bearing Irish  landlords.  Is  it  to  men 
whose  forbearance  is  like  this  that  you 
are  going  to  trust  for  the  peace  of  Ire- 
land ?  1  appeal  to  English  Members — 
do  you  look  forward  with  satisfaction  to 
having,  during  the  coming  winter,  your 
forces  placed  at  the  command  of  the 
Lord  Kenmares  and  the  Lord  Annalys 
— do  you  look  forward  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  having  the  livery  of  English 
soldiers  and  Irish  Constabulary  moving 
m  enormous  masses  to  inflict  on  a 
wretched  and  impoverished  people  as 
cruel  an  injustice  as  ever  was  done  in 
the  name  of  law  ?  Hon.  Members  tried, 
by  trivial,  contemptible,  and  petti- 
fogging arguments,  to  show  the  forbear- 
ance of  the  Irish  landlords ;  but  I  main- 
tain there  is  not  a  man  in  this  House 
who  does  not  know  that  if  the  landlords 
of  Ireland  try  to  get,  as  they  can  get,  and 
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as  you  must  let  them  get  if  you  do  not 
pass  this  Bill,  the  full  measure  of  their 
legal  rights  in  the  coming  winter,  wrong 
—cruel  and  intolerable  wrong — will  bo 
done  to  starving  and  industrious  men  in 
Ireland,  and  the  Irish  tenants  will  be 
taught  that,  in  the  hour  of  their  despair 
and  misery,  this  House  tamed  a  aeaf 
ear  to  their  cries,  and  treated  their 
sufferings  with  jeers  and  ooniempt 
When  referring  to  the  question  of  otio- 
tions,  I  heard  with  astonishment  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Solieitor 
General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Gibson),  in 
one  of  those  flights  of  stormy  elo- 
quence of  which  he  takes  so  many,  de- 
clare that  only  1,300  families  have  been 
turned  out  of  their  homes  in  three 
months.  The  figures  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Chief  Seoretaiy  haye  gone 
on  steadily  rising,  so  that  we  may  ex- 
pect that  at  least  2,000  families  will  be 
turned  out  in  the  coming  winter.  I  put 
it  to  this  House,  is  it  not  indecent  for  a 
Member  representing  the  Government 
of  Ireland  to  place  before  this  House, 
as  an  argument  against  giving  any  re- 
lief to  the  tenantry  of  Ireland,  the  state- 
ment that  only  1,300  families  were 
turned  out  of  their  homes  in  three 
months  ?  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  question  of  Irish 
evictions,  and  more  particularly  with 
reference  to  one  county,  and  that  is  the 
county  of  Kerry,  where  the  g^atest 
trouble  will  arise.  Wherever  you  ha?e 
evictions  there  will  come  the  trouble. 
I  only  point  to  this  particular  oountj, 
because  I  want  to  bring  to  the  minds  of 
English  Members  two  or  three  facts; 
for  until  they  understand  them  thej 
can  never  understand  the  cause  of  agra- 
rian disturbance  in  Ireland.  Eveij 
Irishman  knows  that,  up  to  two  or  thfoe 
years  ago,  the  county  of  Kerry  was  one 
of  the  most  peaceable  counties  in  be- 
laud. Every  landlord — and  I  may  OTsn 
refer  to  the  notorious  Mr.  bmnel 
Hussey  himself— could  wander  thzongh 
the  most  lonely  parts  of  that  ooun^* 
and  would  be  welcome  in  the  poorest 
hut.  Seven  or  eight  years  ago  there 
was  not  a  landlord  in  Kerry  who  wottll 
not  be  as  safe  and  as  welcome  in  the 
house  of  his  humblest  tenant  as  aaj- 
one  else.  How  has  the  change  oome 
about?  No  landlord  in  Kerry  now 
dares  to  venture  from  hia  hooM 
without  a  guard.  One  would  safiposs 
that  they  were  in  one  of  the  most  ^ 


I« 


turbid  tpoU  of  a  far-off  Eaatorn  laod. 
Let  IIS  look  at  a  abort  and  •impU  record. 
In  1877  the  total  number  of  evictions  in 
the  county  of  Kerry  familien  wan  1 7  ;  in 
1878.  it  was  2^  ;  in  1871),  it  wan  70 ;  in 
1880,  itwaa  191;  in  :  881,  it  was  192; 
in  188i.  itwaa293;  in  1883.  it  was  403 : 
in  1H84,  it  was  410  ;  in  1885,  it  was  368. 
making  a  total,  in  these  disturbed  and 
fktal  years,  of  11.304  families  driren 
from  their  homos  in  that  county  alone. 
I  put  it  to  this  House,  is  not  that  ex- 
planation enough  for  any  reasonable 
man  for  the  present  condition  of  affairs  ? 
And  when  we  look  at  the  la«t  Hetums 
we  find  that  thiH  state  of  thing*,  so  far 
from  imnroTing.  is  going  on  steadily 
from  bad  V^  worse.  During  the  three 
months  ending  on  the  30th  of  June  Isst, 
we  find  that  in  the  county  of  Kerry 
there  were  187  faniilies  driren  from 
their  homes.  Of  thei^e  73  were  restored, 
givin;;  a  tital  of  1 1 4  families  driren  in 
three  months  from  their  houses  out  on 
the  madside.  In  the  face  of  thi^  am  I 
to  be  told  that  this  House  is  to  rely 
upon  the  toleration  and  forbearance  of 
the  Irish  landlords  ?  I  appeal  to  hon. 
Membeni,  is  it  reasonable  to  expect  that 
we  shall  bo  content  with  ajisuran<*es  like 
these?  We  do  not  rely  upon  the  for- 
bearance of  the  Irish  lanrilord<i,  because 
we  who  hare  read  the  history  of  Ireland 
know  it  is  a  rotten  reed  to  lean  upon.  I 
hare  nerer  denied  that  there  hare  been 
landlords  in  Ireland  who  hare  acted  the 
part  of  just  and  ressonable  men.  You 
oerer  hear  of  them,  because  they  do  not 
dispute  with  their  tenants  ;  but  there  is 
always  a  large  residuum  sufficient  to 
keep  the  country  almost  in  a  state  of 
ctrtl  war — men  who  hare  had  no  bowels 
of  compassion,  men  who  boast  and  brag 
that  their  tenantry  fear  them.  It  is 
against  this  class  of  men  we  demand 
protection  from  this  House.  If  this 
House  refuses  to  gire  us  any  protection 
^if  this  House  comes  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  tenantry  of  Ireland  must  be 
left,  as  they  were  left  six  years  ago. 
without  any  relief  except  what  they  can 
win  from  their  own  exert  ions,  all  I  can  say 
ta  that,  in  my  opini<m.  this  House,  and 
more  e«pecially  the  Unionists  in  this 
House,  make  a  d*H»p  and  fcrierous  mi»* 
take.  It  hail  been  said  t4>  me  prirately 
by  hon.  M«<nib«»ni  on  that  nide  of  th«« 
Hooiie  and  by  Unionists  on  this  Mdo,  as 
an  argument  against  our  demand  for 
thm  aatio^al  self-goramment  of  IreUnd, 
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that  this  House  is  nerer  d^af  to  aa 
appeal  from  the  Insh  yembers— tbej 
hare  often  told  me  that  if  we  only 
brought  forward  our  grierances  they 
would  be  remedied.  Well,  an  immense 
majority  of  the  Representatircni  of  Ire- 
land  ask  that  this  Hill  should  pass.  It 
would  seem  that  the  Ooremment  hare 
made  up  their  minds  not  to  gire  us  the 
Bill.  That  is  a  mistake  for  the  Unionists 
of  England.  It  is  a  deeper  mistake  for 
the  landlords  of  Ireland.  The  (K)rem* 
ment  seem  to  think,  or  at  least  they  sar, 
that  we  introduced  this  Bill  in  bad  faith. 
I  deny  it.  We  introduced  it  as  the  moet 
moderate  measure  that  we  could  lay  b«^ 
fore  this  House,  and  as  one  which  we 
honestly  thought  would  bring  peace 
during  this  winter  to  Ireland.  I  do 
not  say  it  would  sare  all  classes  of  teQ« 
ants  in  Irelsnd  from  hardship.  I  know 
there  are  tenants  in  Connemara  and 
Oweedore  whom  this  Bill  would  not 
sare ;  but  what  I  do  say  is  that  it  would 
arert  a  crinis  ;  that  the  trouble  which 
would  come,  if  the  Bill  were  passed, 
would  be  local  and  trifling  :  and  that  we 
should  be  in  a  position  ^>  exercise  oar 
influence  with  the  |>eople  to  calm  them 
down  and  help  lYunn  to  bear  what  they 
hare  to  bear.  I  renieml>er  only  too  well 
that  the  rery  same  class  of  argument* 
was  used  againM  the  (Compensation  for 
Disturbance  Bill  in  I8H0.  I  recollect  aa 
well  as  if  it  were  only  yesterday  leering 
the  House  of  I/)rds  when  that  Bill  was 
thrown  out  rejoicing,  because  I  thought 
the  rejection  of  the  measure  meant  the 
ruin  of  the  Irish  landlords.  I  am  fire 
years  old«'r  since  then.  I  know  whst  a 
struggle  between  the  tenanta  and  the 
landlords  means  better  now  than  I 
knew  in  1881  ;  and  while  I  am  pre- 
pared to  go  into  that  struggle,  and 
while  I  am  confident  of  the  result,  I  am 
anxious— Mnc^relr  and  honestly  sniious 
— that  the  trui  e  uf  ( f<Ml,  to  use  the  worda 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  West  Birmingham  Mr.  Joseph 
(^hsmberlain  .  should  be  prolonged  in 
Ireland  until,  at  least,  we  can  hare  aa 
opportunity  of  laying  In^fore  the  people 
of  England  our  claims,  the  caiM*  in  which 
we  l>eliere.  and  in  the  justice  of  which 
we  beliere,  and  which  wt*  are  confident 
would  rect>rnm«*nd  its<*lf  to  their  reason 
and  to  th*<ir  ctinsrienct*.  I  i«Mik  forward 
with  dislike  and  dr^ad  tu  the  tumult  of 
passion  which  will  be  let  loose  in  Ire* 
land  by  the  rejection  of  this  Bill ;  aad 
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while,  u  I  amy,  I  fear  not  th«  oonw-  Dillwyn^  L.  L. 

quence*.   I  am  Borry  that  the  GoTerp-  R°l  Vw 

meat  haa  Mat  us  back  to  our  country  qqq^'  q  ' 

with  a  mewa^  of  hatred  and  defiance ;  EUii,  J.* 

eent  UB  back  to  tell  the  people  that  thia  EUi>)  T.  E. 

House  will  do  them  no  juatice;  seot  ua  ^"""il^' n'^' 

hack  to  tell  them,   aa  we  told  thei  '"" 

1880,  that  to  saTe  themaelvee  froai  

and  eKtennination  they  have  Dothiog  to  Flower,  0. 

•       -  •    ■ '  ■  '  '  '"     i,J.  C. 


(_InlMi)3iU. 


Eronhed,  S. 
Fenwick.  C. 
Fimicuif,  J. 


Uorlej,  it.  bon.  J. 
Morlty,  A. 

UnndalU,  rt.hoB.A.  J, 
Murphy,  W.  M. 
Nolui,  Colonal  J.  P. 
Kolu.  J. 
U'Brieo,  J.  F.  X. 
O'Brien,  P. 
0- Brian,  P.  J. 
O'Connor,  A. 


truat  to  hut  the  oomhination  which  saved  --. — ,  --  -. 

them  in  1880,  and  which  won  for  them  y^iS/y 

every  aiogle   right   they   have   gained.  fw''p  ' 

^••t  oourae  ie  clear.     We  have  to-night  o^^  j.  l 


Our  oourae  ia  clear.  _        _^  _.  _ 

hrought  forward  thia  Bill  with  a  sincere  Qilhooly,  J. 

desire  to  have  peace  this  winter  ia  Ire-  '^■llt  H.  J. 

land.     This  House  has  denied  (he  Iriah  o|j^^^_.i 

tenant  juatice.    I  go  back  to  Ireland  to  Qijtdfbma!  H. 

tell  the  tenant  that  if  he  wishee  to  live  Oonrley,  E.  T. 

he  must  trust  to  his  own  ezertiona,  and  Qray,  E.  D. 

not  to  thia  Houae ;  and  ao  long  aa  I  have  ^"{'-  ^jl^- 
life  and  liberty— so  long  aa  the  Go-  I  SJlJJ^'oJrt  ^ 
vemment  leaves  me  my  liberty — I  shall  |      q_  y_  y_  ' 

tell  the  people  of  Ireland  to  continue  in  Uimagtoti.  E. 

that  course  of  pereietent  and  determined  Hirriogton,  T.  C. 

agitation  by  which  in  the  past  they  have  5"^'  ^■ 

won  every  single  liberty  and  every  aingle  H.^trb.  Biml* 

concession  which  haa  been  granted  them,  —  '-  -- 
and  by  which  in  the  future,  if  they  only 
show  perseverance  and  bravery,  they 
will  win,  in  spite  of  the  Iriah  landlords 
and  in  epite  of  thia  Eonae,  the  right  to 
live  aa  freemen  in  the  land  of  their 
hirtb. 


O'CoDDor,  J-ftlppn.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P. 
0'II>nIon,T. 
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Picton,7.  A. 
Piokerton,  J. 
Uarcoort.rt.bn.SirW.     Portman,  hon.  E.  B 


Qnesdon  put. 
The  Houae  rftWAf;- 
297  :  Majority  95. 

AYES. 
Abraluai,   W.  {lime-    Campbell.  H. 

rick,  W.) 
Adand,  A.  H.  D. 
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Aiher.  A. 
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-Ayea202;  Noes 
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Barry,  J. ' 
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Bright,  Jacob 
Bright,  \V.  L. 
Broadhunt,  II. 
iirowTi.  A.  L. 
Biirt.T. 
Buxton,  S.  C. 
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C.E. 
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Cohen,  A. 
CoUridire.  bon.  B. 
Colman,  J.  J. 
Com  mint,  A. 
Condon,  T.  J. 
Connolly  L. 
C011W.T,  U. 


Coi.  J.  ft 

Corona-Hardy,  U.  H. 
Craven,  J. 
Crawford.  W. 
Cremer,  W.  R. 
CriUy,  D. 
CnieeUT,  E. 
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Hnly,  U. 
Uolden,  I. 
Hooper,  J. 
Howell,  O. 
Honter,  W.  A . 
Jamea,  hon.  W.  H. 
Jama*,  C.  H. 

Jordan,  J. 
Kelly,  B. 
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Lacaita,  C.  C. 
Lane,  W.  J. 
Lawwin,  Sir  W. 
Lawaon.  U.  L.  W. 
l^aaby.J. 

L*wi*.T 
Lockwood,  F. 
M'ArtbDi.  A. 
SI'Arthnr,  W.  A. 
M-Cutan.U. 
U'Carthy.J.H. 
M-DimakI,  P. 
M-D<mald,  W.  A. 
U-Ewan,  W. 
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Mahony,  P. 
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Pottar,  T.  B. 
Power,  P.  J. 
Power,  B. 
Price,  T.  P. 
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Pyne,  J.  D. 
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Richard,  H. 
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Shaw,  T. 
Sheehan,  J.  D. 
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gtanBteld,Tl 

^tepoer  -  Cowatl,  Sir 

A.  K. 
Stavenaon,  P.  S. 
BMart,J. 
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Sollivan,  T.  D. 
Sumuera,  W. 
Swinbnnia,  Sir  J. 
Talbot,  C.  a  U. 
Tanner,  C.  K. 
Thomaa,  A. 
Tuile.  J. 
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Warminjgtoo.  C.  IL 
Wataon.  T. 
Walt.  H. 
W.yinan  T. 
Will.  J.  8. 
WiUwnB,A.  J. 
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Williamson,  J. 
Williamson,  S. 
Wilson,  C.  H. 
Wilson.  H.  J. 
Wilson,  I. 
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TELLERS. 
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Grotrian,  F.  B. 
Grove,  Sir  T.  F. 
Gunter,  Colonel  R. 
HaU,  A.  W. 
HaU,  C. 
Hamilton,   right  hon. 

Lord  G.  F. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C.  J. 
Hamilton,  Lord  E. 
Hamilton,  Col.  C.  E. 
Hanbury,  R.  W. 
Hankey,  F.  A. 
Hardcastle,  E. 
Hardcastle,  F. 
Harting^n,  Marq.  of 
Hastings,  G.  W. 
Havelock-  Allan,  Sir 

H.  M. 
Heathcote,  Capt.  J.  H. 

Edwards- 
Heaton,  J.  H. 
Heneage,  right  hon.  E. 
Herbert,  hon.  S. 
Hermon- Hodge,  R.  T. 
Hill,  right  hon.  Lord 

A.  W. 
HiU*  Colonel  E.  S. 
Hoare,  S. 
Hobhouse,  H. 
Holland,   rt.   hon.  Sir 

H.  T. 
Hollo  way,  G. 
Holmes,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Hornby,  W.  H. 
Howard,  J. 
Howard,  J.  M. 
Hozier,  J.  H.  C. 
Hubbard,  E. 
Hubbard,  rt.  hn.  J.  G. 
Hughes,  Colonel  E. 
Hughes  -  Hallett,  Col. 

F.  C. 
Hulae,  E.  H. 
Hunt,  F.  S. 
Hunter,  Sir  G. 
Isaacs,  L.  H. 
Isaacson,  F.  W. 
Jackson.  W.  L. 
Jarvis,  A.  W. 
Jennings,  L.  J. 
Kelly,  J.  R. 
Kennaway,  Sir  J.  H. 
Kenyon,  hon.  G.  T. 
Eenyon  •  Slaney,  Col. 

Ker,  R.  W.  B. 
Kerans,  F.  H. 
Kimber,  H. 
King,  H.  8. 
King-Harman,  Colonel 

E.  R. 
Knatchboll-Hugeasen, 

hon.  H.  T. 
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Enightley,  Sir  B. 
Knowles,  L. 
Kynoch,  G. 
Lafone.  A. 
Lambert,  I.  C. 
Laurie,  Colonel  R.  P. 
Lawrance,  J.  C. 
Lawrence,  W.  F. 
Lechmere,  Sir  E.  A.  H. 
Lees,  E. 
Lep^h,  T,  W. 
Loighton,  S. 
Lethbridge,  Sir  R. 
Lewis,  C.  E. 
Lewisham,  right  hon. 

Viscount 
Llewellyn,  E.  H. 
Long.  W.  H. 
Low,  M. 

Lowther,  hon.  W. 
Lowther,  J.  W. 
Lubbock,  Sir  J. 
Lymington,  Viscount 
Macartney,  W.  G.  E. 
Macdonald,  right  hon. 

J.  H.  A. 
Maclean,  F.  W. 
Maclean,  J.  M. 
Maclure,  J.  W. 
Macnaghten,  E. 
M^Calmont,  Captain  J. 
Mallock,  R. 
Manners,  rt.  hon.  Lord 

J.  J.  R. 
Marriott,  rt.  hn.  W.  T. 
Maskelyne,  M.  H.  N. 

Story- 
Matthews,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Maxwell,  Sir  H.  E. 
Mayne,  Admiral  R.  C. 
Mildmay,  F.  B. 
Mills,  hon.  0.  W. 
More,  R.  J. 
Mount,  W.  G. 
Mowbray,  rt.  hon.  Sir 

J.  R. 
Mowbray,  R.  G.  C. 
Mulholland,  H.  L. 
Muncaster,  Lord 
Muntz,  P.  A. 
Murdoch,  0.  T. 
Newark,  Viscount 
Noble,  W. 
N  orris,  E.  S. 
Northcote.  hon.  H.  S. 
Norton,  R. 
O'Neill,  hon.  R.  T. 
Paget,  Sir  B.  H. 
Parker,  hon.  F. 
Pearce,  W. 
PeUy,  Sir  L. 
Penton,  Captain  F.  T. 
Percy,  Lord  A.  M. 
Plunket,  right  hon.  D. 

R. 
Plunkctt,  hon.  J.  W. 
Pomfret,  W.  P. 
Powell,  F.  S. 
Puleston,  J.  H. 
Raikes,  rt.  hon.  H.  C. 
Rankin,  J. 
Rasch,  Major  F.  C. 
Reed,  H.  B. 

[^Second  Night.'l 
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Ritchie,  rt.  hon.  0.  T. 
Bobertaon,  J.  P.  B. 
Bobinion,  B. 
Bollit,  t!ir  A.  K. 
Bom,  A.  H. 
BoUiBchild,  Baron    F. 

J.  de 
Boand,  J. 
Boyden,  T.  B. 
BoMell,  Sir  G. 
RuweU,  T.  W. 
Sandys,  Lieut-Col.  T. 

H. 
Saonderson,  Col.  E.  J. 
Sdater-Booth,  rt  hn. 

G. 
Sellar,  A.  C. 
Selwyn,  Capt.  C.  W. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H. 
Sidebotham,  J.  W. 
Sidebottom,  W. 
Smith,  rt,  hon.  W.  H. 
Smith,  A. 

Smith-Barry,  A.  H. 
Spenoer,  J.  £. 
Stanhope,  rt.  hon.  £. 
Stanley,  E.  J. 
Swetenham,  £. 
Talbot,  J.  G. 
Tapling,  T.  K. 
Taylor,  F. 
Temple,  Sir  R. 

Words  addtd. 

Main  Question,  as  amended,  put. 

Rttolvfdf  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
it  it  inexpedient,  at  the  present  time,  to  maJce 
any  further  alteration  in  the  Irish  Land  Laws. 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter 
after  Two  o  dock. 


Theobald,  J. 
Tollemaohe,  H.  J. 
Tomlinson,  W.  E.  M. 
Townsend.  G.  F. 
Trotter,  H.  J. 
Tyler,  Sir  H.  W. 
Verdin,  R. 
Yemon,  hon.  G.  B. 
Vincent,  C.  E.  H. 
Waring,  Colonel  T. 
Watson,  J. 
Webster,  Sir.  B.  E. 
Webster,  R.  G. 
Weymouth,  Viscount 
Wharton,  J.  L. 
White,  J.  B. 
Whitley,  E. 
Whitmore,  C.  A. 
Wilson,  Sir  S. 
Winterbotham,  A.  B. 
Wodehouse,  E.  R. 
Wolmer,  Viscount 
Wood.  N. 

Wortley,  C.  B.  Stuart- 
Wright,  H.  S. 
Wroughton,  P. 
Yerburgh,  B.  A. 
Young,  C.  £.  B. 

TBLLXBS. 

Douglas,  A.  Akert- 
Walrond,  Col.  W.  K. 


HOUSE     OF     LORDS, 
Wfdnenday,  22fid  SepUmh^r,  1886. 


Their  Lordships  met  at  Two  o'clock. 

MlKITTES.]-.PuBLic  Bill— -Fin/  JUadin^  — 
Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation).* 

Provisional  Order  Bill— TAirrf  RtMding— 
Tramways  (No.  3)  *  (19),  and  pMMsd, 

House  adjourned  daring  pleasure. 
House  resumed. 

CONSOLIDATED    FUND    (APPROPRIATION) 

BILL. 

Bead  1* ;  and  to  be  road  2*  To*mom%o :  and 
Standing  Order  No.  XXXV.  to  be  conaidered 
in  order  to  ita  being  diapenied  with. — (JAe  Lord 
Stanley  of  Preston,) 

House  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before  Eleren 
o'clock,  till  xo*morrow,  a  quarter 

paat  Four  o  dock. 


HOUSE    OF    00MM0N8, 
W$dni$dayy  22nd  S^pUmUr,  1886. 


MINUTES.]— SiLiCT  CoxxiTTSi  —  Rtport  — 
Kitchen  and  Uefreahment  Booms  (House  of 
Commone)  [No.  60]. 

Public  Bill  —  Third  Reading  —  Consolidated 
Fund  (Appropriation),  and  passed. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  THE  HOUSE— THE 
PROROGATION. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  It  may  be  for  the 
general  coavenience  of  the  House  for 
me  to  say  that  after  the  Consolidated 
Fand  Bill  has  been  read  a  third  time 
to-day,  I  will  move  the  adjournment  of 
the  House,  to  Saturday. 

QUESTIONS. 

—o 

LAW   AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)— CASE 

OF CRONIN,  CONVICTED  OF 

MOONLIGHTINO. 

Mb.  STACK  (Kerry,  N.)  asked  the 
Chief  Secretanr  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  Whether  a  man  named 
Cronin  is  now  undergoing  a  term  of  ten 
years'  penal  servitude  for  alleged  moon- 
lighting in  Duaffh,  county  Kerry ;  was 
he  convicted  on  the  uncorroborated  evi- 
dence of  a  woman  of  known  bad  cha- 
racter; whether  the  witnesses  for  the 
defence  were  men  of  unimpeachable  re- 
putations ;  whether  several  years  of  his 
sentence  have  already  expired ;  whether 
several  others  who  were  convicted  and 
sentenced  with  him  are  now  at  large ; 
whether  a  Memorial  signed  by  the  resi- 
dent magistrate  and  most  of  the  grand 
jurors  of  the  county  was  forwarded  to 
Lford  Aberdeen,  praying  for  his  release ; 
and,  whether,  under  the  circumstanoea, 
he  will  advise  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to 
set  Cronin  free  ? 

The  chief  SECRETARY  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Bbach)  (Bristol,  W.),in 
reply,  said,  it  was  true  that  a  man 
named  Cronia  was  now  undergoing  a 
sentence  of  1 0  years'  penal  servitude  for 
the  offence  mentioned.  He  was  not  con- 
victed on  uncorroborated  evidence.  Ho 
was  not  aware  that  the  witnesses  for  the 
defence  were  men  of  unimpeachable  re* 
putation.    Several  years  oi  his  sentenoo 
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had  now  txpirod.  Othmrt  who  wen 
ooDTioted  at  the  tame  time,  but  not 
equally  fC^iltj,  had  been  released. 
A  Memorial  waa  forwarded  to  the  late 
Lord  lieutenant,  and  had  been  con- 
sidered, and  it  had  been  decided  that 
the  law  should  take  its  course.  He 
wished  to  sute  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
only  had  power  to  exercise  the  Preroga- 
tive of  the  Crown  in  Ireland,  and  it  had 
nerer  been  the  duty  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  exercise  it.  If  neo«asary,  of 
course,  he  would  advise  with  His  Ex- 
oellenoy  on  the  subject 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast  W..  and 
Sligo.  S.l  asked  if  the  rif^ht  hon. 
(ff(*ntloman  was  aware  that  the  Judge 
who  impoiMHl  this  heavy  sentence  of  10 
years  declared  that  he  did  so  for  the 
purpoAO  of  deterring  others,  and  that  he 
ho|)ed  afterwards  to  be  able  to  advise  a 
remission  of  the  sentence,  and  if  the 
Memorial  which  was  presented  to  Lord 
Aberdeen  when  he  was  leaving  Ireland 
was  signed  by  Justices  of  the  Peace  and 
manv  influential  inhabitants  of  the  dts- 
trict ;  and  whether,  in  the  extraordinary 
circumstances  of  the  case,  the  right  hon. 
Gt»ntlemsn  would  advise  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant to  oondider  the  Memorial  ? 

8ia  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH 
said,  he  c<)uld  not  answer  the  Question 
without  Notice. 

THE    MA<JI>TR.\CY    (SCoTLAXD)— THE 
SHEHIFF  TLEKK  OF  HERWICKSHIKE. 

Mr.  a.  L.  brown  CUawick,  4c.) 
a«ike<l  the  I»rd  Advocate.  Whether  the 
SheritT  Clerk  of  Berwickshire  holds  the 
following  public  appointments  :  County 
Koai  rit.rk  of  B*»rw ick shire ;  Clerk  to 
the  <'ommiii»i'>neni  of  Income  Tax.  Ber- 
wickshire; Procura^)r  Fiscal  to  Her 
Maj«*«tT's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  dis- 
trt(  t  of  Lauder,  in  said  shire ;  Secretary 
and  rreA«urt*r  to  I)un«  Oa^  Light  Com- 
pany ;  Clork  to  the  Viftiting  (>>mmittee 
f»f  (irt*«»nUw  Prison  ;  Auditor  to  the 
TsTtH^i  ComniiMiouers  ;  whether  it  is  the 
ra«e  thst,whon  thenaid  Sh«*riff  Clerk  wm% 
appo  n!*Hl,  he  came  under  an  ohligati«}n 
t  »  re*igi  all  or  any  of  hi«  other  ofhces 
if  r«'»ju.r»*dl«i  do  »o;  whether  the  Rep irt 
of  t:ie  K  »ysl  C«immi«eion  of  Inquiry 
into  the  o>ndition  of  the  (^rofter«,  pre- 
S' nti**!  t)  !*srlisment  in  I8M|,  rrc*)m- 
mefi«U  that  theritf  ''lerks  should  be  pro- 
hibite*!  from  doing  any  prof«f«aional 
work,  or  any  businees  for  prodt,  other 
than  the  proper  boaineea  of  their  oAoe ; 


whether  the  Lord  Aaroeate,  in  a  Debate 
in  this  House  on  2 1  it  April  18S4,  aa- 
sented  to  this  opinioo ;  and,  whether 
the  preaent  Ijnrd  Advocate  pur}>o«ea 
calling  up4m  the  Sheritf  Clerk  of  Ber* 
wickshiro  to  resign  all  or  any  of  the 
ofHre*  mentioned  ? 

Tnx  LORD  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  J.  H. 
A.  Macdoxald)  (Edinburgh  and  8t 
Andrew's  Universities) :  I  have  not 
been  able  to  obtain  full  information  to 
answer  this  Question,  but,  at  the  reqneci 
of  the  hon.  Member.  I  will  answer  it  aa 
far  as  I  can  do  so  to- day.  I  am  not 
aware  of  the  exact  facts  as  they  at  pre- 
sent stand,  not  yet  having  received  aa 
answer  to  my  communicstion.  I  under- 
stand that  the  Sheriff  Clerk  of  Berwick- 
shire  does  hold  several  appointments  of 
public  offices  in  the  county  in  addition 
to  the  office  of  Sheriff  Clerk.  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, who  is  the  SheriflT-Clerk.  did  come 
under  an  obligation  to  give  up  any 
public  appointment  it  might  be  thought 
advisable  he  should  not  hold.  As  re- 
gards the  question  referring  to  profea- 
sional  work,  if  I  am  rightly  informed, 
Mr.  Crawford  does  not  perform  any  pro- 
fessional work  at  all  except  in  so  far  aa 
holding  these  appointments  may  be  hald 
to  involve  professional  work.  I  may 
state  as  regards  the  counties,  not  having 
a  large  amount  of  public  businees  for 
the  Sheriff  Clerk,  the  amount  of  salary 
for  that  office  would  not,  in  my  opinion, 
enable  the  Crown  to  obtain  a  suitable 
person  for  the  offire,  unless  he  were 
allowed  to  hold  appointments  not  incom- 
patible with  the  duty  of  Sheriff  Clerk. 
But  I  may  say  the  appointm«»nt  waa 
made  just  before  the  Conservative  Go- 
vernment left  Office  in  January,  and  I 
d )  not  find  in  the  recordti  of  my  office 
that  anything  has  lM»en  done  since  then ; 
hut  I  will  look  into  the  matter  during 
the  Recess. 

HorsiNG  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES— 
THK  (WIMKSAX  RSTATE.  CIIEWEA. 
Ma.  (K^TAVIUS  M0U3AN  (Batter- 
sen  a«k*Kl  the  Sxrretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  I  department,  with  reference  to 
the  contemplated  scheme  for  pulling 
dovn  houses  on  the  Cadogan  Estate  in 
Chelsea,  to  which  his  attention  was  re- 
cently drawn.  Whether  h**  i^  avare  that 
more  than  4.000  pers«>bs  of  the  wurkiog 
classes  will  be  ditplsced.  and  compelled 
to  seek  homes  at  a  distance  from  their 
employment ;  and.  whether  he  will  con- 
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or  raatrictioiw  impoa«d  hj  AoU  of  Far> 
liament  coutd  be  snpplied  and  lud  upon 

the  Table. 

POST  0FFICE-P03TA0E  OF  UNPAID 
LETTEH8. 
Sib  JOHN  LUBBOCK  (London  Uni- 
versity) a«lced  the  Poatmoster  General, 
Whether    any   arrangement    could    be 
made  by  which  receivers  of  letters  upon 
which   the  poataj^e  has  not  been  paid 
might  pay  for  them  direct  to  the  Qcne- 
ral.  or  nearest  Branch,  Post  Office  ? 
The  postmaster  general 


aider  the  feasability  of  proTiding  by 
Law  that  an  adequate  notioe  should  be 
giren  to  the  persons  affected  by  suoh 
sohemee,  and  for  compelling  some  ac- 
oommodation  to  be  made  for  at  least  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  persons  dis- 
plooed,  within  a  moderate  distance  oi 
their  old  homes  ? 

Tot  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Hattiisws)  (Birmingham,  E.):  I  am 
informed  that  proTision  will  be  made  by 
Lord  Carlogan  for  a  large  number  oi 
the  vorkingclaseoswho  will  bo  displaced 
by  the  contemplated  alterations  on  the 
Cadogan  Estate  at  Chelsea,  which  will  |  (Mr.  Riiitzs)  (Cambridge  UniTersihf); 

oonstitute  a  public  improTement.     The    t_  — 1„  .„  .»,„  i —    -a *    t  .i,r_i 

total  number  of  persons  of  all  rlaxsett 
who  will  be  diBplaced  ia  considerably 
below  4,000.  The  number  of  the  work- 
ing classes  displaced  is,  of  course,  much 
lees.  I  will  consider  whether  it  is  pos- 
sible or  expedient  to  interfere  by  law 
with  dealings  by  a  private  owner  with 
hia  own  property. 

MINES  {UNITED  KINGDOM)  —  SCALE 
OF  ROYALTIES  OK  MtSE  RENTS. 
Us.  PHIUP  STANHOPE  (Wednes- 
bury)  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the   Home    Department,   Whether,    in 
view    of    Her    Uajesty's    Government 
having  promised  to  procure  similar  in- 
formation from   Foreign   Counti ' 
will  caufe  ■       ■  ' 
Her  Majet 
respect  to  the  royalties  or  mine  rent* 


in  reply  to  the  hon.  Baronet,  I  think 
that  some  iuconvenieuco  would  arise 
froni  adopting  the  suggestion  referred 
to,  and  I  think  considerable  risk  might 
be  incurred  from  people  receinng  their 
insufficiently  paid  letters  and  forgetting 
to  pay  the  sums  due  to  the  Post  Office. 
If  I  have  not  correctly  apprehended  the 
hon.  Baronet's  Question  perhaps  he  will 
confer  with  me. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH— WATER  SUPPLY 

(METROPOLIS)-THE  POPLAR 

DISTRICT. 

Ub.  PICKERSGILL  (Bethnal  Green. 

8.W.)  asked  the  President  of  the  Local 

Government  Board,  Whether  his  atten- 


irom    ro™.gn    v^unine,,   no    ^.^^   j^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  the  Report  for 

'.°AT!^2^i'  ^f  Mine      S    »»>«  P"t  y"   "f  "'■    F.    M.  'corner, 
tty  s  Inspectors  of  Mmes  wiUi       ^P ^  q^  j^    p    ,      g^     ■ 

respect  to  the  royalties  or  mme  rent*    „>    ■  _.  ■  .  .t    *  n  "^  - 

p.idin  th.  UniJ  Kinrfom,  «,»  to  b.    "'"'".■.  "  "'"'''  ""■  """"e  f"^ 

able  to  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  |  **°J^^"*  ■ 


grctler  wandsl  cuinot  veil  he  shown  IB 
TiUl  to  health  Ibsn  that,  in  ipit*  a( 
of  the  mu^iliiilL'  of  lbs  nil, 
thonsandi  and  teni  of  tbouund'  dl  funiliM 
liriDR  in  houwR,  the  ratos  of  vhicli  are  payable 
hy  tbe  Undlords,  may  at  any  mam''nl.  witboat 
a  particle  of  fuuit  of  thi^ir  ovn.  b«  iuddenlj 
ilt'Died  onoof  Ihu  Gnt  npccMaritii  of  lifo,  water, 
Ihroufth  tbe  ne)(loct  OT  miHiiln.«»  of  olbrts. 
That  diMajeiuid  ilralh  aco  dini  lly  tracrable  to 
(hia  want  no  ODC  ar-initintvd  n  ilh  Mnilarv  work 
in    London    nn    doubl.       Takr   thii   inEtuiM! 


a  Return  showing  the  scale  of  royalties      ,jj,„ 
which  exists  in  different  parts  of  the    ,i,und«it 
United  Kingdom,  and   also  giving  in- 
formation as  to  any  penalties  or  restric- 
tions which  are  placed  upon  the  lessees 
of  mines  by  the  owners  of  minerals? 

The  secretary  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.):  The 
Inspectors  of  Uines  have  no  authority 
to  make  the  inquiries  suggested,  and  no 
special  moans  of  obtaining  the  informa- 
tion desired,  which  could  only  be  sup- 
plied voluntarily  by  the  owners  or  leasees  thi 
of  mines.  The  lime  required  for  maki 
such  inquiries  would  merioufly  interf 

with  the  duties  which   the   Inspecti  _  _  

were  especially  appointed  to  discharge,    paid,  although  ibi<  bom 
The  Home  Office  has  no  mean*    '  ..._■>      ,_  .. 

tainingwhat  penalties  or  restrii 
placed  upon  lussees  by  owners  of 


RKiund  and  draioi,  rrmoval  <if  filth  accnmnla- 

homd  atcDch,  diiihlhma.  death.     Should 

cnaul  juitly  Tctuse  to  ]  jy  the  rrnt,  th* 

u.—iu  :  anpplv  btiuR  includi'd  in  the  chaTg<>.  the 

l'v'inforfp"re    ^'^  alI">w<"of  tho  brokw  Imng  put  in.  u  wu 

t«l  until  tho    whole    wss 
Ithout 


of  ■  wid 


\x  ntfkt.   In  llanbury  PUl-o,  hsving 

thrrv   wu   DO   watPr    lupply   for 

lumbanng  aach 

-   ,  _,  ,  .  ~,.^^,    — .,    .-«   w.   ,...,   —.-    olhera,   had   to 

rail.      These    are    matters    of    private    ,iijt,  ^q  ji^y  |ggi,  *ith  choked  drains,  j     ' 
arrangement.    A  list  of  any  penalties   flooded  with  ■ 


twmty-iii  daya.  and  familiei 


i,  with  choked  drains,  TSrd 
js,  and  DO  wstsr,  and  all  bs- 
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n-paymnnt  of  rates  by  their  land-  i  tion  that  a  Bystem  of  eitensive  fl 


other  caso  there  iras  no  vator  for 

nt    n  d  ys.    In  a  third,  from  Noi.  2  to  10, 

(.1  Ibra  th  Street,  with  ■  popnlation  of  Beventy- 

f  u    th       waa  no  water  supply  from  the  aams 

au     f     f    rteoD  days ; " 


vogue  in  those  schools  ? 

The    PEE8IDENT    (Mr.    ErrcHCB) 

(Tower  Hamlets,  8t.  George's),  in  reply, 

said,  that  the  Local  Qovemment  Board 

had  received  a  Report  from  the  schools 


and,  whether,  in  the  paramount  interBBt       ...        -  -     ^i..  ,,  j 

of  th.  health  of  ,ho  people,  the  LooJ  '  "*  "'™"  *»  ""•  »«""■  ?''^  " 
Oo.ornmont  Board  wilC  pending  l.|!i.l>.  .  '■■'i  =0"«1«»5  ''  neo.ny  lo  .n.toiot 
.i„„    ^«1  .  .■        .    iu    Tir  i       an  Inspector  to  ao  down  and  hold 

uon,  make  representations  to  the  Water  ,  ;„„...-„'t^;„.„  .,,„  !,„,»„_    .„,,  .i.„  ; 


Companies,  or  take  such  other  steps 
may  be  neooBsary,  with  a  view  to  pre- 
vent the  recurrence  of  the  condition  of 
things  hero  described? 

TnK  riiESlDENT  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
(Tower  namleta.  St.  George's):  The 
lieport  of  the  Medical  Officer  to 


T,   '.       Tj        ,     c  -ttT     ^  11       ..      ,■         o.  n .)  HSKea  cne  rresiuent 

Poplar  Board  ol  Work.  eall.  attention    aomrnm.ntBoard.WL.lh, 


inquiry  into  the  matter,  and  also  into 
the  whole  question  of  punishment  in  the 
schools. 

POOR  LAW  (ENGLAND  AND  WALES)— 

REMOVAL  OF  PAUPEBS. 

Me.  PICKER8GILL  (BethnalOreen, 

tS.W.)  asked  the  President  of  the  Local 


condition    of    things  which 
drtubtedly   urgently  calls   for    remedy. 
The  House  will  recollect  that  in  1884 
Ijord  Camperdown  carried  thi 
House  of  Lords  a  Bill  which  would  have 
altogether  taken  away  from    the  Com- 


pan 


a  the 


that  the  Guardians  of  St.  Pancras  have 
spent  in  five  years  £700  in  removing 
,  ^^*  '  paupers  lo  their  respective  parishes  of 
ugh  the  chargeability ;  and,  whether  he  wiU 
^ause  inquiries  to  be  made,  in  order  to 
lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  two 


powerofcnttmg  off  the  water  I  j^^^^^^^  ^^  follows  :-A  Rettim  of  the 

lents  such  as  thom>  alluded  to    ^^^^^j  spent  annually  during  the  last 

the  Question.     This  Bill  passed  its    ^^^  years  by  each  TJnioa  in  England 

onrt  rnHrlincr  in  this    Hnnnp.    hut  '  nn.  .  ^w  >       .  "^  i-.  .... 


from  tenements  such 


second  reading  in  this  House,  but,; 
fortunately,  did  not  get  through  its  re 
niaining  stages.  In  the  opinion  of  thi 
Government  the  power  of  cutting  off  thi 
water  from  such  tenements,  entailing  ai 
it  may  do  very 
the  health,  not  only  of  the  pi 


and  Wales  in  removing  Paupers  to  their 
respective  parishes  of  chargeability,  in- 
cluding all  Law  Charges  connected  there- 
with ;  and,  a  Beturn  of  the  Amount  spent 
annually  during  the  last  five  years  by 
consequences  to    ^^^^  Metropolitan  Union  in  removing 
"","V"' ^"''  ",'i  ",'  1       persona  itn-    paupors  to  other  TJniona  within  the  area 
-lately  affected,  but  also  ol  the  whole,, ^^4d  by  the  Metropolitan  Common 
hstnct    ought  to   be   aboliBl.ed      The    Poor  Fund,  including  aU  Law  Charges 
Member  IS  aware  that  the  Govern-    connected  therewith  ? 


iiii'nt  have  no  control  over  the  Water 
<'(impaaies  in  this  matter  at  present 
but  I  earnestly  hope  the  Water  Coi 

r« 


The    president    (Mr.    Hitcbie) 

(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's)  said,  be 
had  no  information  with   reference   to 


II  take  rare  that  the  powers    (his  subject ;  but  he  had  no  objection  to 
V  iiOBSPsa  hv  Ihw  are  nut  exer-  'i.       .iti.  .i-.i ._ j.i 


furnish  Returns  of  the  amount  expended 

in  removing  paupers  in  all  the  tJnioni 

tremeiy    ^j  England  and  Wales,  if  the  hon.  Gen- 


whicli  they  possess  by  law 

cised  in  such  a  way  as  would  be  detri- 

mentiil  to  the  community 

,         .  ,  ,   "      -g  ,"      UL  ■i:^UKituiu  a.L 

hiiid  upon  the  tenants.  I  propose  to  tleman  would  move  for  them, 
send  to  the  various  Companies  a  copy  of  i 
the  Question  of  the  lion.  Member  con- 
taining the  extract  from  Mr.  Corner's 
Report,  and  to  ask  thom  to  give  it  their 
consideration. 


POST  OFFICE  (IRELAND)— THE  PARCEL 
POST— NON-PAYUEST  OF  SALARIES 
OF  SUB-POSTJIASTERS  AND  LETTER 
KECEIVERS. 

Mr.    CLANCY    (Dublin     Co.,    N.) 
asked  the  Postmaster  Qeneial,  If  sub- 
postmasters  and  letter- receivers  in  Ire- 
Mu.PICKERSGILL(Bethnal  Green.  ]  land  have  yet  received  their  salarieB  for 
•i.W.)  asked  the  President  of  the  Local  I  their  Bervices  in  connection   with    the 
itBoard,  Whether  he  can  now    Parcels  Post  for  the  months  of  May, 


state  to  the  House  the  result  of  his  pro- 
mised inquiries   as   to  the  alleged  ill 


July,  and  August ;  whether  it  i 
a   fact   that  they  were    not    paid  the 


treatment  of  the  boy  Dunn  in  the  Han- 1  amount  due  to  &em  for  Money  Order 
n-ell  Schools,  and  also  as  to  the  allega-    and  Post  Office  Savings  Bajik  boBineas 
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for  the  quarter  ending  30tli  June  till  the 
end  of  August ;  and,  whether  the  postal 
authorities  some  time  ago  averaged  the 
amount  earned  on  the  sale  of  stamps, 
and  have  since  made  the  average  a  fixed 
salary;  and,  if  so,  whether  they  will 
consider  the  advisability  of  adopting 
that  plan  of  payment  in  regard  to  the 
Parcels  Post,  the  Money  Order,  and  the 
Savings  Bank  Departments  of  the  Post 
Office,  or  of  adopting  some  other  means 
by  which  officials  in  the  Post  Office  would 
be  paid  their  salaries  more  promptly 
than  at  present  ? 

The  POSTMASTEE  GENERAL  (Mr. 
Baikes)  (Cambridge  University)  said, 
that  in  May  last,  when  the  Parcel  Kates 
were  revised,  certain  changes  in  the 
method  of  payment  to  the  persons  re- 
ferred to  became  necessary,  involving 
revised  calculations  at  16,600  offices. 
The  matter  was  being  proceeded  with 
as  quickly  as  possible,  and  no  unavoid- 
able delay  had  occurred.  He  had  not 
liad  time  to  examine  the  remaining  por- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member's  Question. 

INTERMEDIATE  EDUCATION  (IRE- 
LAND)—THE  ASSISTANT  COMMIS- 
SIONERS AND  CLERKS. 
Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin  Co.,  N.) 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  What  are  the 
duties  performed  by  the  Assistant  Com- 
missioners of  Intermediate  Education  in 
Ireland,  and  by  the  Chief  Clerk  and  the 
other  clerks  respectively ;  and,  whether 
the  office  of  the  Board  of  Intermediate 
Education  in  Ireland  will  come  within 
the  purview  of  the  inquiry  to  be  held 
by  the  Royal  Commission  into  the  Civil 
Service  Departments ;  and,  if  so,  whe- 
ther the  Government  will  postpone  fill- 
ing the  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Assistant 
Commissioner  of  Intermediate  Educa- 
tion in  Ireland  till  that  Commission  has 
reported  ? 

The  CniEF  SECRETARY  (Sir 
Michael  IIicks-Beach)  (Bristol,  W.) 
was  understood  to  say  that  the  Assistant 
Comaiissioners  of  Intermediate  Educa- 
tion in  Ireland  were  responsible  for  the 
general  superintendence  of  the  Office, 
and  especially  for  the  supervision  of 
the  papers  set  by  the  different  Exa- 
miners, which  was  a  work  of  consider- 
able difficulty,  requiring  special  qualifi- 
cations. They  had  also  to  supervise  the 
working  arrangements  of  the  exami- 
nations.   The  clerical  staff  of  the  Office 

Mr.  Clancy 


was  very  small.  He  was  not  quite  cer- 
tain whether  this  Office  would  come 
within  the  purview  of  the  inquiry  to  be 
held  into  the  Civil  Service  Department ; 
but  he  would  consider  the  matter,  and 
postpone  anything  of  the  kind  contem- 
plated by  the  Question  if  the  Office 
was  included. 

CROWN  LAND  REVENUES— RICHMOND 

AND  WINDSOR  PARES— FEEDING 

THE  GAME. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) 
asked  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury, 
Whether  he  is  aware  that  by  10  Oeo.  4, 
c.  50,  s.  113,  it  is  enacted  that  the 
annual  income  of  all  the  posseseions  and 
land  revenues  of  the  Crown  to  which  the 
Act  relates  shall  be  applied  in  the  manner 
following :  — First.  In  payment  of  costBi 
charges,  and  expenses  attending  the 
management  of  the  said  possessions  and 
land  revenues.  Secondly.  In  payment 
and  discharge  of  any  annual  snm  or 
sums  of  money  or  any  pensions  already 
charged  upon,  or  to  be  charged  thereon 
respectively,  and  on  the  payment  of  any 
other  principal  sum,  and  the  interest  of 
any  principal  sum  or  sums  which  is  al- 
ready or  may  be  hereafter  charged  upon 
the  said  possessions  and  land  roTenues. 
Thirdly.  In  payment  and  discharge  of 
the  costs,  charges,  and  expenses  of  re- 
pairs, alterations,  and  improyements  of 
Buckingham  Palace;  whether  he  will 
state  under  which  of  these  heads  the 
payment  of  £500  per  annum  for  the 
food  of  game  in  Windsor  Great  Park 
and  Windsor  Forest  (in  addition  to  a 
charge  for  the  payment  of  game)  is  in- 
cluded ;  and,  whether  this  game  (pre- 
sumably pheasants)  was  fed  at  this  an- 
nual cost  when  the  above-mentioned  Act 
was  passed? 

The  secretary  to  the  TBEA- 
SDRY  (Mr.  Jackson)  (Leeds,  NO :  In 
answer  to  the  hon.  Member,  I  have  to 
say  that  the  payment  referred  to  is  in- 
cluded under  the  first  head  mentioned. 
The  latter  part  of  the  Question  I  am 
unable  to  answer  on  such  short  Notice  ; 
but  it  may  interest  the  hon.  Member  to 
know  that  previous  to  1850  the  cost  of 
feeding  the  game  was  £1,100  per 
annum. 

POST  OFFICE— POSTAGE  TO  THE 

COLONIES. 
Mb.  HENNIKER  HEAT0N(Gaa«8rw 
bury)  asked  the  Postmaster  Ghneralt  If 
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thi^  Oovomm^nt  will  nppoiDt  a  Rojal 
rommiMion  tu  ioquiro   into  th^   fomii- 
bilttr  of  rhpap^ning  tho  rate  of  pontage 
betwr«*n  Kngfand  and  tho  rarioufi  Colo- 
nif*«  of  tho  Hritith   Rmpiro?     Ho  aliio 
widhed  to  call  tho  attention  of  the  risht 
hoQ.  (rontloman  to  a  Notice  of  Motion  ' 
ho  had  placed  on  tho  Paper  to  move  for  i 
a  copy  of  tho  Correspondence  relating  '• 
to  tho  refuMil  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
and  the  Australian  Colonies  to  join  the 
Ptmtal  Union. 

TiiK  IN  )STMASTER  GENERAL  :Mr. 
KAiKr-*  Camhridgol'niversity;. in  reply, 
said,  that  the  question  of  the  solution  of 
this  difficulty  had  not  esi*aped  his  at- 
tention, but  beyond  that  ho  was  not  in 
a  position  to  say  anything  further  on 
tho  subject.  With  regard  to  the  latter 
part  of  the  (iuestion.  he  could  not  give 
the  hon.  Oontleman  any  definite  reply 
until  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sulting tho  Socretary  of  State  for  the 
Coloni«*s  :  hut  ho  quite  felt  that  it  might 
be  u^^ful  to  the  public  if,  it  all  eTents, 
the  ini|M)rtant  |>ortion8  of  that  Com*- 
spondoQco  could  be  brought  to  the  public 
knowltnlge  of  tho  country.  If  he  could 
take  any  stojH  to  meet  tho  lion,  (tentle-  ' 
man  in  this  matter  ho  should  l>e  glad  to 
do  so  ;  but,  at  the  Mimo  time,  he  ho{H*d 
li«»  w<»uld  not  pri*«H  tho  Motion  hi*  had 
placed  on  the  Tapf  r. 

AR.\IY  ArXII-lAUV  Fi»H('RS^  XMUTIA 
grAUTKKMAsrKI:*< 

Mn  HKNNIKEH  HHVloN, Cantor 
burv  askfHl  tho  .SMn»tarv  of  8tat«»  f«»r 
War.  What  f*t«»p«i  h«»  int«*nd«  to  tako  in 
ri'g.ird  to  th«*  Milttia  iiuartemiasters 
who  wi»r*  conip<»lle<l  to  retire  before 
lM*tn(f  entithnl  to  thf*ir  full  peniiion*? 

Till  SKCKKTARY  or  STATE  Mr. 
W.  H.  Symi  Strand,  Wi*#tminst««r  , 
in  ref»ly.  s«id.  that  no  alt«*rati('n  what- 
t'Tor  hiid  been  made  in  the  rfttrementof 
Militia  quartemia»t(»rs.  Th«*y  would  cer- 
tainly r»»<'«'iT«'  all  that  wm  prmii^ed  to 
th<*ni.  li*  okin(*  tM  th««  h*'it%*  rhargi*  in 
tho  K«tin)at«»«  f»»r  lht»  n<»n-«'fJf»n'tivo  lint, 
ho  c«iuld  n<'t  h«'l<!  out  any  h<>p«»  that  the 
woight  «»f  that  rhar^e  <»n  the  Vot#-s 
could  b«»  inc rt'QiM^i  by  an  additional  j»^n- 
sii'U  which  hsd  not  brt-n  otr«*r«"l  or  pro- 
mised to  th**««-4tfi(t*r«in  thetir^t  in»tance. 

rriiLir    ilKALTH   <MKrU()l'oUh  - 
MKrUMlMUrAX     A.HVLIMS     lM»AkI>. 

Ma.  J.  Rowlands  ;Finsbury.  R 
aaked  the  Praatdeot  of  tba  Local  Oo- 


Temment  Board,  Whether  cbasgaa  bava 
been  recently  made  in  the  compoaition 
of  the  Metropolitan  Atylnma  Board ; 
and,  if  so,  whether  he  can  state  whj 
such  changea  were  made,  and  what 
ia  the  preaeot  number  of  the  Board, 
and  how  manr  are  nominated  mam- 
;  bers? 

Thk  president  ;Mr.  Ritchii) 
(Tower  Hamlets.  St.  (teorge's) :  Tha 
Board  have  recently  increased  the  nnm- 
ber  of  elected  members  of  the  Metro- 
politan Asylums  Ik)ard  by  nine.  The 
change  has  b#H-n  made  in  consequence 
of  tho  great  tltorationt  which  have  oc- 
curred in  the  population  and  rateable 
▼alue  of  tho  Unions  and  parishea  in  the 
Metropolis  sinro  the  number  of  membera 
was  fixoil  in  1871,  and  the  large  addi- 
tional dutiee  which  the  Managers  have 
now  to  undertake  as  compared  with 
thoae  which  derolved  on  them  at  that 
time.  The  present  number  of  elected 
Managers  is  -"il,  and  of  nominated  Ma- 
nagers 15. 

LABOURERS'  IRELAND  ACT  —  THE 
KILMALUK'K  SCHEME  -  INQriRT 
UNDER  THE  ACT. 

Mr.FINITANE  Limerick.  E.;aaked 
the  Chief  So<Totar)*  to  th«  I»rd  I^ieu* 
tenant  of  Ireland,  Whether  the  Local 
(foremment  B<»ard  arbitrator  held  an 
inquiry  at  KilmalKck  on  the  3rd  of  last 
August,  under  the  labourers*  Act ;  if 
so,  has  ho  yi»t  wnt  hi}*  draft  award,  and, 
if  not.  for  what  r*'ason  ;  and.  will  he  be 
directed  to  do  m>  immediately,  so  that 
the  erection  of  the  cottages  may  be  pro- 
ceeded with  immediatelv  ? 

The  CHIEF  SECRETARY  Sir 
M:«iiAKL  Hi«ksHkm-ii  Bristol,  W.^ 
said,  lh«*re  certainly  seemed  to  be  con* 
aiderable  deUy  in  this  matter.  He  waa 
not  aware  of  the  precise  reason  for  it, 
although  he  had  made  inquiries  on  the 
subject.  The  draft  award  would  be  aent 
in  un  Monday. 

IMISTOKFICE    lUELAXD  -DELIVERIES 
AT  GRAIOUE.  CO.  KILKENNY. 

Ma  (^HANC^E  Kilkenny.  S.)  asked 
the  l*(*stma%t<*rCtor.t'ral,  Wh<*ther  letten 
reaching  liorris.  c<junty  Kilkenny,  bj 
the  morning  mail  at  10  :i  a.m.  are  not 
deliTfr«Hl  in  Graiicue  tivo  miles  distant^ 
till  *i  16  p  m.  ;  nhrthor  Mtors  inttrnded 
for  the  Iriah  and  English  night  maila 
mnat  be  poated  at  Graigue,  oountj  Kil* 
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kenii7,  before  9-20  a.m.,  for  the  purpoee 
of  reaching  Bonis  (five  miles  distant) 
for  the  mail  train  leaving  for  Dublin  af 
3-30  p.m.  ;  whether,  owing  to  represeu 
tationa  made  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Qraigue,  the  late  Qovemment  promised 
to  establish  a  car  service  between 
Oraigiie  and  Borris,  and  enable  the 
letters  arriving  by  the  morning  mail  to 
be  answered  the  same  day ;  and,  why 
this  promise  has  not  been  fulfilled  ? 

The  postmaster  GENERAL 
(Mr.  Eaikes)  (Cambridge  University) 
said,  there  had  not  been  time  since  the 
Queslion  was  put  upon  the  Paper  to  ob- 
tain the  information  necessary  to  enable 
liim  to 


DEBTOES'  (IRELAND)  ACT  —  CLOSING 
OF  OJIAGH  GAOL. 

Lord  ERNEST  HAMILTON(Tyrone, 
N.)  asked  the  Chief  Secretary  tu  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Whether 
he  can  give  any  information  as  to  the 
place  where  prisoners  under  the  Debtors' 
Act,  from  county  Tyrone,  are  to  be  con- 
fined, DOW  that  the  Omagh  Gaol  is  no 
longer  available ;  and,  whether  it  is 
legal  for  the  sheriff  to  take  prisoners 
into  an  adjoining  county? 

The  attorney  GENERAL  roK 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  TJni- 
versity)  (who  replied)  said,  the  prisoners 
who  were  committed  under  the  Debtors' 
Act  in  the  county  of  Tyrone,  were  now 
sent,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  under  the  Act  of  Parliament, 
to  the  prison  in  Londonderry. 

EOYAL  PARKS  AND  PLEASURE  GAR- 
DENS— THE  KEG ENT'Sl'AIlK— HOURS 
OF  OPENING. 

Mk.  LAW80N  (St.  Pancras,  W.) 
asked  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works, 
AtwhathourtbeRegent'sPark  is  opened 
end  closed  to  the  public  at  different  sea- 
sons of  the  year,  and  why  a  difference 
is  made  in  this  respect  between  the 
Regent's  Park  and  the  other  Royal 
Parks  of  the  Metropolis  ;  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  time  of  opening  varies 
from  day  to  day,  and  that  a  large  num- 
ber of  the  working  class  resident  in  the 
district  are  put  to  great  inconvenience 
by  the  present  conditions  by  the  loss  of 
time  they  are  put  to  ;  and,  whether  he 
will  take  steps  to  aflbrd  tbem  greater 
facilities,  especially  by  causing  the  park 
3tr.  CJtanre 
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to  be  opened  to  the  publia  earlier  in  Ili« 
morning? 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  (Mr. 
Pltisket)  (Dublin University):  At  pre- 
sent the  gatee  in  Regent's  Park  ara 
opened  at  S  a.h.  from  March  I  to  Septem- 
ber 30;  andat6A.ii.  from  October  to  the 
end  of  February.  I  hope,  howerer,  to 
be  able  now  to  make  arrongementa  bj 
which  these  gates  will  be  opened  regu- 
larly at  5  o'clock  in  the  moraing  all  the 
year  round.  I  should  be  very  glad  aloo 
to  keep  the  gates  open  later  in  the  even- 
ing ;  but  that  would  involve  a  great  in- 
crease of  the  charges  for  police  and 
lighting  in  Regent's  Park.  1  hare  had 
a  rough  estimate  made  by  which  it  ap- 
pears that  it  would  cost  upwards  of 
£6,000  capital  expenditure,  and  more 
than  £1,SOO  a-year  additional.  I  will 
look  futlhet  into  this  questioD,  but  I 
cannot  make  any  promise  on  the  sub- 
ject. 


THE   LONDON  SCHOOL  BOAED— THE 

FEDERATED   EADICAL  CLUBS— PAT- 

MENT  OF  FEES. 

Mr.  BAUMANN(CamberwelI,  Feck- 
ham)aBked  theVice  President  of  theCom- 
mittee  of  Council,  Whether  his  attention 
had  been  drawn  to  the  Resolution  passed 
by  the  Council  of  the  Metropolitan  Fede- 
ration of  Radical  Clubs  to  issue  an  ad- 
dress to  all  persons  sending  children  to 
Board  i^chools  in  the  district  of  the  Lon- 
don School  Board,  advising  them  to  dis- 
continue the  payment  of  school  fees  on 
and  after  -Ith  October,  and,  further,  to 
refuse  to  fill  up  or  sign  any  papers  in 
reference  to  school  fees  ;  and,  whether, 
in  the  event  of  a  strike  against  school 
fees,  the  Education  Department  will 
take  any  steps  to  enforce  the  Iaw  ? 

The  vice  PRESIDENT  (Sir  Hssxt 
HoLLAAi))  (Hampstead):  My  attention 
has  been  called  to  the  resolution  passed 
by  the  Council  of  the  Metropolitan  Fede- 
ration of  Radical  Clubs,  with  refereDca 
to  the  new  bye-laws  of  the  LondonScliooI 
Board,  and  should  any  person  be  so 
misguided  as  to  follow  the  advice  ten- 
dered, I  am  informed  that  the  London 
School  Board  have  ample  powers  to  deal 
with  the  difficulty,  without  the  intarren- 
tion  of  the  Department.  As  the  Itao. 
Member  is  aware,  the  School  Board  have 
er  to  remit  fees  in  all  cssas  where 
it  may  appear  to  them  advisabb  to 
do  80. 
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BriniAH-THE  INTNIiATIoNs  AT        ^P^^"!?  tbo  occun^nc*  in  qutrtioo, 

Mi\n\I  \Y  *"        otinnot.  th«Tff.»rf,  pay  if  tha  fftcU 

^     ,  •         .     ,  •'•*  <  '>rrii'llv  ttatiMi.     A<i  I  li«%'0  nlr^dj 

Mil  \\.  F.  LAWKKNTF:  Liverpool,  iuf„tin,Hi  llir  Ilount-.  th«  S^rfUry  of 
A»M.nronihy  a«»krcl  tho  T'ml.r  S.Hrttury  ^;t^to  in  in  ct.mmunirati.m  with  th« 
of  StatoT.r  Imlm.  Whothor  hi-^ati.  iilion  .  TnitiM  Stat.»*  tf..v.TnmfMit,  and  in  abo 
ha^  bfon  drawn  to  tho  lt»ttor  of  A-  Ttmra  cNmrnunicatinp  p.TH»nalIv  with  the 
r<>rr.»«|Mm«Itnt  S,.|,t.2U!  nvanliug  tho  rnitrj  State*  Miiu»»tvr  in'thi-*  country 
Mandalay  inundation ;  and.  wh«'ther  ho  ,  with  i:  fiow  and  ao  earnojit  ondravouV 
will  institute  an  inquiry  r^jjarding  the  <  to  njmo^e  the  causes  cf  dilference  whirh 
allt»go<l  negli'c-t  on  the  ikart  ot  the  Hritifih  exiiit. 
authoriti««ii  to  »tn*ngtht*n  the  bund  al*  , 
thoujrh  duly  warned  of  itH  danf^pf  ?  j    MCKN*  Ks    IKKI.ANI*      KKFrsAl.  OK 

Tin:     L'XI)KK     SKCUCTAHY     .»f  i  UdIKI.  LK  KMK  at  DINt.i.K. 

STATK  SirJoiixGoiuHT  Chatham:!  Mu  E.  HAHKINCfToN  Ktrry.  W.^ 
have  no  official  information  with  regiml  .  f^^i,.,i  ,|,^,  (;i,i,.,  s.h ^.tiiry  to  the  Ijord 
to  the  Mandalay  inundation  later  than  ,  Li,.„,..„|j„t  .,f  inUnd.  It  the*  renewal 
that  Riven  to  the  Houno  on  August  •.»:>  |  ,»f  t|„.  n^^^i  !.iciiu«»  «.f  Mr.  John  I-eo 
and  September  3.  That  information  was  j  of  |  hngle.  ha^  Un^ti  nfu»*ed  by  th..  hx-al 
furni..h.Ml  by  teb^gram.  and  is  of  lattT  :  bt-mh  of  magihtrat-v  b^vaune  he  would 
date  than  tho  ntatement  of  the  Ct>rre.  ^ot  Mgn  an  undortaking  to  fiirnifh  cars 
•pondent  of  r*#  7i«##.  It  exonerates  the  |  f^^  eyioiinn  duty;  and.  whether  th« 
liritish  ollicials  as  far  a%  it  goes  from  the  Queens  Bench  in  Ireland  la^t  year 
charges  made,  and  *ht»ws  that  the  loss  !  j^rantetl  lit -nces  whirh  had  boen  nfuiM-d 


of  life,  which  Tht  Ttrnts  ( Wre»pond«*nt 
states  was  unlikely  to  be  leas  than  1,000, 
did  not,  in  fact,  exceed  12.  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India,  when  the  news 
of  the  di^a^ter  was  re^eivecl,  at  once 
ordfri-d  an  inquiry,  whirh*  however. 
provc>d  to  have  been  already  instituted 
bv  the  <fov«'rnm«*nt  of  India  on  its  own 
n.«»ti<m.  The  S«Hn»tarv  of  State  will 
take  care  that  thi^  inouiry  is  seartdiiug 
and  c  'niplnte.  and  full  inf<»riiiation  on 
th«»  fiubjct  t  rtliall  bt*  given  t»  rarliain*'nt. 

Tin:  nmkiii  amkukan  kishkkv 

Ii:KATU>i. 
Ml:    (rurKl.KV    Sunderland    a^ked 


by  lo^al  ju»tices  und«*r  siutilar  circum 
stances ;  and.  if  mi.  whether  the  Govern* 
ment  will  take  steps  to  i  >m{vel  magis- 
trates  to   renpect  the   decisions  of  the 
Court  of  Queen's  IWnch  ? 

The  ATTOUNKY  GKNKRAL  foe 
IRELAND  ,Mr.  Hni  yi>  Dublin  Uni- 
vervity)  [mho  rfpli*Hl  ^aid,  this  Quee* 
tion  only  apptaritl  on  the  Motion 
Taper  thii  morning,  and  it  was  im|M)s- 
i*ible  for  him  to  Miy  whether  or  nc»t  the 
facts  wi're  an  ^tatetl  in  thi*  (ir»t  part  of 
th«'  Uu«*Mi<.n.  V"*  1  •  th"  •>4H'ond  |M)rtioQ 
of  the  *iu««»ti"r,  ar.y  d<<:'«ion  of  the 
Court  of  Qu«Hii'«»  I'*  IK  h  whit  h  had  lM*<*n 
givui  «*n  thi<t  •^titj.vt  tiiu***.  )m»  r«*fi-rable 
th<   I'ud*  r  Si  i-n-tary  of  Statt«  for  Foreign  I  to  th«»  patt.iular  cum*  ahith  lame  be- 


AtUir4,  Whi'therit  14  true  that  theAni«- 
ri<  an  m  hmintT  I'vu^Kt,  which  rt-turne<l  to 
Ni«w  York  on  tlie  I  )th  St*pt«*nib<T,  wan. 
on  arriving  at  ra»|Ndiiac.  Canada,  in  a 
distr*'*»vd  ct»ndition,  n«>t  p«Tmitt«Hl  to 
obttin  a  supply  *4  watfr  or  to  have  her 
damag*  •«  r*'|iair«.Hi.  but  wat  ordennl  to 
sea;  and.  wh«*ther  he  can  now  inform 
the  n*»uM»  what  measures  Her  Majt'sty's 
(rivommeut    contemplate   adopting  f«'r 


foff  it.  A«  h'*  m«ntit»u»Ml  }tt»t«*rday, 
th«*  r«•fu^al  of  f  ari  t-i  p>li(«-  might  be  A 
ground  fur  r«>fu*ing  the  n-newal  of 
liieiices ;  but  whirther  it  waa  so  or  not 
Would  depend  on  the  cirrumstanc  i>s  of 
each  case. 

Mu.  K.  11AK1MN<.T0N  asked  if  tho 
ri^ht  hon.  and  barnM  <ientleman  was 
aware  that  the  iWnch  of  \fagistimtee 
being  ci)m|»osed  of  landlords  and   land 


tht*  (>ur{*(*s««  of  amending  or  alkulmhing  j  sgrnt*,  they  would  naturally  refuse  hotel 

liceuct*«  to  any  publicana  who  would 
not  assist  in  the  wi  rk  of  eviction  in 
this  manner  ? 

Mb  Holmes  said,  it  was  perfectly 
cun;p*trnt.  under  certain  cnrumstancea, 
for  a  llench  of  Magistrates  under  the 
powers  conferred  upon  them  by  law  to 


the  existing  Fishery  Treatii^s,  and  which, 
from  time  to  time,  taut**  friction  Iwtween 
this  <*o'intrv.  th«»  Cnitt-d  States,  and 
the  iKmiinion  of  <*anaila'' 

The  I'MitU  SECUETAKY  or 
STATE  Sir  J  a  Mia  FKaor^sox  v^**^* 
cheater.  N  E.  ] :  Her  Majeaty's  Govern* 


ment  have  ool  received  any  iaforiDatioii  |  decline  to  five  a  certificate  of  renewal 
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on  the  ground  that  the  publican  refused 
to  furnish  cars. 

Mr.  E.  HAEEINGTON  asked  whe- 
ther there  was  not  a  telegraph  wire  be- 
tween Dublin  Castle  and  Dingle,  where 
this  decision  took  place  ? 

Mr.  holmes  said,  there  was,  but  it 
was  wholly  impossible  to  get  information 
in  time.  He  had  telegraphed  at  11 
o'clock,  and  up  to  the  present  had  not 
received  a  reply. 

POST  OFFICE-SIXPENNY  TELEGRAMS 
—FINANCIAL  RESULTS. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVEE  (Bradford, 
Central)  asked  the  Postmaster  General, 
Whether  he  will  cause  to  be  prepared 
in  the  Telegraph  Department,  for  laying 
before  the  House,  a  Eeport  showing  the 
financial  results  of  the  reduction  of  the 
charge  of  telegrams  to  sixpence,  giving 
the  number  monthly  since  the  change 
in  comparison  with  the  previous  year, 
the  number  of  telegrams  at  various  rates 
of  charge,  and  the  average  number  of 
words  used  for  addresses,  showing  also 
the  increased  expenses  and  the  receipts 
for  registered  addresses  ? 

The  POSTMASTEE  GENEEAL  (Mr. 
Eaikes)  (Cambridge  University) :  In  re- 
ply to  the  Question  of  the  hon.  Member, 
I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  give  the 
whole  of  the  particulars  asked  for.  I 
have,  however,  caused  a  statement  to  be 
prepared  which  gives  some  very  interest- 
ing particulars  in  regard  to  the  increase 
of  telegraphic  business  under  the  new 
tariff.  This  Eeturn  is  too  long  to  read 
to  the  House,  but  I  will  give  the  follow- 
ing figures: — For  the  last  three  months 
of  1885  and  the  first  three  months  of 
1886,  as  compared  with  the  correspond- 
ing months  of  1884  and  1885, 1  find  that 
the  number  of  telegrams  under  the  new 
tariff  reached  16,787,540,  as  against 
11,314,423  under  the  old  tariff,  showing 
an  increase  of  5,473,117,  while  the  re- 
venue derived  from  these  telegrams  and 
from  the  additional  amount  received  in 
respect  of  tlie  registration  of  abbre- 
viated addresses,  as  compared  with  that 
received  in  the  corresponding  six  months, 
was  less  by  £22,000.  For  the  five  com- 
pleted months  of  the  present  financial 
year,  as  compared  with  the  correspond- 
ing months  of  the  last  financial  year,  the 
number  of  messages  is  17,369,161,  as 
compared  with  11,125,794,  showing  an 
increase  of  6,243,367,  or  56  per  cent ; 
and,  although  the  loss  of  revenue  in 

Mr.  Holmes 


April  and  May  was  £15,000,  the 
venue  in  the  last  three  months  has  been 
greater  by  £12,000 — the  loss  of  reTenae 
for  the  five  months  being,  therefore, 
about  £3,000.  The  present  month  will, 
I  think,  show  a  similar  increase  of  bosi- 
ness,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  small 
loss  of  £3,000  will  nearly  disappear.  I  am 
unable,  at  the  present  time,  to  furnish  the 
House  with  the  further  particalars  asked 
for  by  the  hon.  Member;  but  the  Depart* 
ment  has  already  taken  steps  for  obtain- 
ing the  figures  asked  for,  and,  as  soon  as  I 
am  in  a  position  to  do  so,  I  will  furnish 
the  hon.  Member  with  the  fig^ures  he  de- 
sires. In  the  meantime  I  shall  be  ready, 
if  the  hon.  Member  will  moTe  for  it,  to 
furnish,  as  an  unopposed  Betum,  the 
particulars  contained  in  the  Paper  some 
details  of  which  I  have  read  to  the 
House. 

PARLIAMENT— THE    PROROGATION 

—RE-ASSEMBLING  OF  THE 

HOUSE. 

Me.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  (Bradford, 
Central) :  I  will  ask  a  Question  of  the 
noble  Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, which  I  hope  he  will  be  able 
to  answer,  though  I  have  not  giyen  him 
Notice  of  it — namely,  To  what  date  does 
the  Government  intend  to  advise  Her 
Majesty  to  prorogue  Parliament ;  and 
whether  the  rumour  is  true  that  an 
early  day  will  be  named  for  the  possible 
re-assembling  of  Parliament ;  and,  if  so, 
will  that  meeting  be  for  the  dispatch  of 
Business?  I  put  that  Question  specially 
with  reference  to  the  somewhat  me- 
nacing statement  made  by  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  last  night. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER  (Lord  Randolph  Churchul) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  I  am  unable  to  give 
an  answer  to  the  Question  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  The  date  of  the  Pro- 
rogation of  Parliament  will  be  stated  in 
the  Commission  appointing  the  Commie* 
sioners  to  prorogue  Parliament. 

Sir  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  (Kirk- 
ealdy,  &c.)  asked,  in  the  event  of  the 
Appropriation  Bill  being  passed  at  that 
Sitting,  to  what  day  would  the  noUe 
Lord  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  ? 

Loud  RANDOLPH  CHOBCHILL: 
In  the  event  of  the  Appropriation  Bill 
boing  passed  to-day — and  I  cannot  eoB- 
template  any  other  contingency— it  will 
probable  be  convenient  mr  the  '^ 
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to  meet  on  Saturday  for  the  Prorogatioiiy 
as  there  is  no  Public  Business  of  any 
importance  on  Thursday  or  Friday ;  and 
I  propose,  as  I  stated  earlier  in  the  Sit- 
ting, to  move  the  adjournment  of  the 
House  till  that  day. 

PARLIAMENTARY  PROCEDURE. 

Me.  R.  G.  WEBSTER  (St.  Pancras, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  a  Question  of  which  I  have 
given  him  private  Notice — Whether  the 
Government  intend,  at  an  early  date 
next  Session,  to  introduce  any  amend- 
ment in  the  present  mode  of  Parliamen- 
tary Procedure  with  the  purpose  of  ex- 
pediting Public  Business  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolph  Chubohill) 
(Paddington,  S.) :  Of  course,  my  hon. 
Friend  will  understand  that  the  inten- 
tions of  a  Government  with  regard  to 
the  arrangements  of  a  future  Session 
are  not  at  all  exempt  from  all  those 
changes  and  chances  which  beset  all 
human  arrangements.  But  with  that 
rather  important  qualification,  I  may 
say  that  it  is  the  most  decided  intention 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  recom- 
mend to  the  House  of  Commons  at  the 
commencement  of  next  Session  to  devote 
its  continued  attention  to  very  consider- 
able alterations  and  modifications  of  its 
present  method  of  conducting  Public 
Business. 

POOR  LAW  (ENGLAND  AKD  WALES)- 
LANDING  OF  DESTITUTE  AND 
INSANITARY  ALIENS— THE  GREEK 
GIPSIES. 

Mr.  GROTRIAN  (Hull,  E.)  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, Whether  he  is  aware  that  an- 
other body  of  Greek  gipsies  are  en- 
camped in  Hull ;  and  whether,  having 
regard  to  the  fact  that  these  people  are 
in  a  destitute  condition,  are  likely  to  be- 
come a  serious  burden  to  the  inhabitants 
and  ratepayers,  and  that  their  sanitary 
condition  leaves  much  to  be  desired,  he 
will  take  some  steps  to  deal  with  this 
matter  in  the  interests  of  the  country 
generally  ? 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  (Mr. 
Matthews)  (Birmingham,  E.) :  I  have 
had  no  information  respecting  the  arrival 
of  the  Greek  gipsies  at  Hull ;  and  I  am 
afraid  the  law  of  this  country  affords 
very  imperfect  protection  against  the 


landing    of    destitute    and    insanitary 
aliens. 

ORDER    OF    TEE   BAY, 


CONSOLIDATED   FUND   (APPROPRIA- 

TION)  BILL. 
{Mr,  Courtney,  Mr,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer , 

Mr.  Jaekeon.) 

THIRD   BEADING. 

Order  for  Third  Reading  read. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
''That  the  Bill  be  now  read  the  third 
time." 

PARLIAMENTARY  ELECTIONS  (IRE- 
LAND)-THE  DERRY  ELECTION  — 
ACTION  OF  THE  RESIDENT  MAGIS- 
TRATE AND  POLICE  —  OFFICIAL 
IN  QUIRY.— RESOLUTION. 

Mb.  0.  LEWIS  (Londonderry),  in 
rising  to  move — 

'*That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  ex- 
pedient and  necessary  that  an  official  in(j[uiry 
should  be  held  into  the  conduct  of  the  resident 
magistrate  and  police  in  the  city  of  Derry  on 
the  6th  of  July  last,  when  it  is  alleged  that, 
under  the  orders  of  the  resident  magistrate,  an 
unwarrantable  attack  was  made  by  the  police 
with  staves,  upon  a  number  of  respectable  and 
orderly  people  who  were  assembled  on  the  steps 
of  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Londonderry,  on  tne 
occasion  of  the  declaration  of  the  poll  at  the 
city  of  Derry  election  on  that  day," 

said,  that  this  Motion  had  been  on  the 
Paper  on  several  occasions,  and  had 
stood  over  from  time  to  time,  not  from 
any  fault  of  his,  or  from  any  disinclina- 
tion to  bring  it  forward,  but  from  his 
desire  to  give  the  Government  every 
facility  to  get  through  Supply  and  pass 
the  Appropriation  Bill.  He  was  happy 
to  be  able  to  state  that  the  question  in- 
volved in  the  Motion  did  not  in  the  least 
degree  provoke  any  conflict  between  the 
Party  of  which  he  was  a  Member  and 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  below  tlie 
Gangway;  it  did  not  involve  any  sort 
of  Party  conflict,  although  it  arose  out 
of  an  election.  No  one  could  be  more 
unwilling  to  limit  in  the  least  degree 
the  authority  or  damage  the  preitige  of 
the  Eoyal  Irish  Constabulary  than  he, 
for  he  knew  how  important  it  was  for 
the  safety  of  the  public  that  that  autho- 
rity and  preitige  should  be  maintained 
to  the  highest  possible  extent,  and  he 
knew  perfectly  well  that  nothing  oould 
be  more  disastrous  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  public  peace  in  Ireland  than  that 
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that  authority  should  be  subjected  to 
any  check  or  blow.     He  took  the  course 
he  had  done  in  consequence  of  meetings 
both  of  the  citizens  and  magistrates  of 
the  City  of  Derry.     The  election  for  the 
City  of  Derry  took  place  on  the  5th  of 
July,  and  the  declaration  of  the  poll  on 
the  6th  at  noon.     Prior  to  the  election  a 
large  number  of  police  were  imported 
into  the  city.     He  did  not  complain  of 
that,  for  he  thought  that,  having  regard 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it  was 
a  very  proper  step.     Before  the  polling 
da}'  the  Mayor  and  the  Resident  Magis- 
trate, without  any  consultation  with  the 
Bench  of  Magistrates  generally,  issued 
a  Notice,  which  stated  that  thev  had  re- 
ceived  sworn  information  to  the  effect 
that  a  procession,  with  bands  and  torches 
was  going  through  Derry  on   the  oth 
July,  and  that  this  would  be  likely  to 
lead  to  a  breach  of  the  peace,  and  that 
Notice  concluded    by   saying  that   the  \ 
Mayor  and  the  Eesident  Magistrate  pr  j-  1 
hibited  any  such  procession,  and  that  if 
it  took  place  it  would  be  dispersed  by 
force.     Looking  at  that  Notice  from  a 
legal  point  of  view,  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  it  was  a  mere  hrutum  ful- 
men,  that  it  was  ultra  vires,  and  that  it 
had  no  authority  or  effect.     But  what 
he  wished  to  draw  particular  attention 
to  was  that  it  was  a  Notice  prohibiting  j 
a  procession  with  bands.  Now,  the  posi-  I 
tion  of  affairs  at  the  declaration  of  the 
poll  on  the  6th  July  was  this.     Derry 
was  absolutely  quiet  through  the  whole 
election  ;  there  had  not  been  so  much  as 
a  disturbance  in  the  streets.  There  were  ! 
no  assaults,  no  conflicts  of  anv  sort  or  i 
description  tending  to  a  breach  of  the ! 
peace.     Indeed,  he  never  knew  an  elec-  ' 
tion  more  absolutely  free  from  breaches 
of  the  peace  or  riots.     The  committee- 
room  of  his  opponent  was  situated  in  the  ! 
same  street  as  his  own,  but  lower  down  = 
the  street.     The  Court  House  was  above  ' 
his  (Mr.  Lewis's   committet*-room.    The  i 
street    might    thus    be    considered    as 
divided    roughly    into   three    portions. 
There  was  a  crowd  round  his  opponent's  ' 
committee-room,    and   round    the    Im- 
perial Hotel,  where   he   had   his  com-  , 
mittee-room.  there  was  a  crowd  of  some 
1,000  or  1.0 00  people,  but  there  was  no  ! 
contact  between  the  two  crowds.     The 
consequence  was  that  there  was  an  en- 
tire absence  of  anv  indication   of    ill- 
feeling  or    excitement.      As    he    [Mr. 
Lewis)  came  from  the  Court  House  to 
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the  Imperial  Hotel  lie  paned  thxonrii 
the  crowd,  and  in  the  middle  of  & 
crowd,  in  front  of  the  hotel,  there  vai 
a  person  with  a  wind  instnunenty  ob 
which  he  was  playing  some  faTourile 
air. 

Mr.    sexton    (Belfast,    W.,    and 
Sligo,  S.):  What  air? 

Mb.  C.  lewis  said,  he  did  not 
know;  but  the  Proclamation  of  the 
Mayor,  whatever  its  nature,  waa  directed 
against  a  procession  with  bands,  and  not 
against  the  mere  playing  of  mnsic. 
Well,  the  playing  went  on,  filling  up 
the  time  until  the  Member  appeared. 
As  to  what  then  took  place  he  would 
rely  in  the  first  place,  not  on  his  own 
statement,  but  on  the  testimony  of  the 
Bishop  of  Derry,  whom  eveiyone  would 
admit  to  be  unimpeachable.  In  a  letter 
which  he  wrote  shortly  afterwards  to 
the  papers,  the  right  rer.  Prelate  said 
that  he  was,  with  a  large  party  of  his 
^Mr.  Lewis's;  friends,  in  a  room  of  the 
Imperial  Hotel,  the  windows  of  which 
opened  on  the  balcony,  from  whidi  die 
new  Member  was  to  address  the  people. 
He  saw  that  there  was  a  crowd  in  firant 
of  the  hotel,  exter.ding  some  distance 
above  and  below.  The  crowd  was  a  well- 
conducted  assembly.  The  people  eheend 
now  and  then,  and  occasionally  groaned. 
After  a  short  time,  the  Bishop  went  on, 
a  band  approached,  with  instraments 
and  flags.  This  was,  perhaj>s,  an  in- 
fraction of  the  Order  of  the  magistzataBL 
What  occurred  between  the  band  and 
the  Eesident  Magistrate  he  (the  Bishop 
could  not  tell,  but  after  a  few  seconds 
he  saw  the  police  making  for  the  crowd 
with  swords,  truncheons,  and  guns. 
striking  out  right  and  left.  As  tar  as 
he  could  see,  no  resistance  was  offered, 
and  it  was  simply  a  saturnalia  of  tio- 
ience.  He  saw  a  policeman  of  Heren* 
lean  proportions  aim  a  blow  with  his 
truncheon  at  the  head  of  a  respectable 
woman  who  was  trying  to  esc^e. 
Fortunately,  the  blow  misled  her.  Me 
the  Bishop^  then  came  out  on  the 
balcony  and  denounced  the  conduct  of 
the  police,  in  the  hope  that  his  Toiee 
might  reach  the  Resident  Maffistrate. 
^o  far  the  Bishop.  The  rest  of  the  stoty 
he  ^Mr.  Lewis  must  ask  the  House  to 
take  from  him.  The  band  turned  down 
iiit«j  the  yard  of  the  Deanery  opposite 
the  hotel,  and  he  himself  then  saw  a 
constable  with  a  drawn  sword  thiut 
his  sword  through  the  rails  of  the 
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and  endeATour  to  prick  ihote  who  wer« 
MMmblod  there.  80  horrified  were 
other  members  of  the  ConstAbularjr  at 
this  that  the  man  was  artuallj  dragged 
bark  bj  a  police  offic«»r.  In  consequence 
of  this  «'xtra<}rdinary  and  outrageous 
proceeding,  a  numb»»r  of  well-condutlt*-l 
citiieni*  standing  on  the  steps  of  the  Im- 
perial Hotel  <rt«Hl  out  **  Shame!  **  u|)on 
which  the  Henidcnt  Magistrate,  who 
set«med  to  havi*  lust  hiii  head,  directed 
the  fHiIiro  to  (hnrgi*  them.  These  peopl«s 
who  wore  qui<  tly  waiting  for  the  Mem- 
ber to  rot  urn  thanks  for  his  election, 
were  w(>Jged  in  and  ri)uld  not  escape, 
and  he  him.«elf  naw,  to  his  horror,  20  or 
30  constables  with  their  batons  drawn 
msh  at  the  small  crowd  and  knock  many 
of  thom  on  the  head.  One  unfortunate 
person  standing  on  the  steps  ha<l  his 
bead  broken,  and  as  a  consequence  his 
life  was  in  danger  for  a  considerable 
time.  That  was  a  plain  and  unTamished 
statem<»nt  of  the  wholo  case.  Tht«se 
people  wore  doing  nothing  but  enjoying 
a  fine  summor  day,  and  waiting  to  hear 
the  successful  candidate  return  thanks, 
when  th«*y  were  set  upon  in  the  out- 
rageous manner  which  he  ha<l  described 
by  thos^  who  were  paid  to  preserro  the 
public  peact*.  The  outrage  was  wit- 
nt^ssed  by  the  Bi*ihop  and  the  Ik»an  of 
I>erry.  and  by  tive  or  »ix  magistrates 
and  othor  indefH^ndfut  pers4m*i  not  re- 
sid(*nt  in  the  city.  In  the  wholo  cours4» 
of  his  lifu  he  nerer  saw  such  horror  and 
excitement.  "  Lau^ht^r/^  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Slijfo  laugh(*d 

Ma.  SKXTON:    Yes;  you  made  the 
homir  and  «*xriti*ment. 

Ma.  r.  LKWIS  said,  he  hadmiid.*  his 
statement  as  a  matter  of  honour  and 
up«»n  th«'  authority  of  the  I^ishop  «)f 
iKsrry.  Thi<«  was  a  matter  srhi(  h  ctiuld 
not  be  Iaugh<"d  awsy  in  the  manner  in 
whi(  h  hon.  Motulw-rs  sei^mM  to  d***ire 
The  conduct  i»f  the  police  cautMn!  th<* 
greatest  {mhimM**  ex*  itement  in  the  city, 
and  the  magi«trat«'  met  and  }>as«<Hl  a 
rt^eobition  a«king  for  a  public  inquiry  by 
the  (ior«rumont  Tli**  right  hnu.  (•••n- 
tleman  th«»  Uto  rhi»»f  Se*  retarv  ft»r  Ire- 
land  .Mr  John  Morb*y  declined  to  in^ti • 
tut«»ttn  inquiry  withi»utgivinghisr«»tt'->n«. 
A  lar>c»*Jv  stt»*nJe«I  nH*«ting  of  th«»  citi- 
xenn  n  a*  n*  \i  h«»I«],  at  whi<  h  a  reiHilution 
was  unsnnuou*ly  pos^etl  calling  up<m  the 
Oo\(*mm«nt  to  institute  an  inquir}*  as 
to  thec^.niuctof  !h«*  authorities  in  order 
to  insure  the  punishment  of  tha  goiltj 


parties.  A  change  of  QoTenuntnt  came, 
and  the  magistrates  again  met  and  asked 
for  an  inquiry.  The  present  Chief 
Secretary  replied  that  he  himself  would 
make  inquincs  into  the  matter,  but  that 
no  public  inquiry  would  be  ordered. 
These  occurrences  took  place  on  the  fith 
of  July,  and  nobody  had  yet  be^'U  called 
upon  to  account  fur  the  extraordinary 
and  Tiolent  conduct  (»f  tht*  polict«.  The 
outrage  was  not  committed  by  the  (^ity 
Constabulary,  but  by  p<.li« «»  bnmght  in 
from  a  distann* ;  therefor<»  tht*  offenders 
(^)uld  not  be  identiti«Kl.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  lote  Chief  Secretary  said 
ho  would  not  consent  to  an  inquiry,  but 
he  pn>claim('d  the  city  undt*r  the  Arms 
Act,  without  tho  small(*st  pretence  in  the 
world,  or  in  respite t  of  any  abuse  of 
arms  or  contliit  In^tween  the  citixens. 
The  right  hon. Gentleman  carritnl  out  the 
pcdicy  which  ho  foreshadowed  when  in 
Office  as  to  the  putting  into  operation  of 
the  Arms  Act.  He  said  it  would  be  Tery 
useful  in  Tlster.  That  was  the  conduct 
of  a  right  hon.  Gentleman  seeing  fair 
play  between  the  )»olice  and  the  citizens. 
8uch  were  the  procetnlings  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  ;  for  it  turned  out  that 
his  objiKt  in  prtK'laiming  Derry,  where 
there  had  be«*n  no  outrages,  was,  as  he 
said,  to  k<*ep  the  balance  ercn  betwet^n 
North  and  South.  That  was  to  say,  be- 
cause h«*  had  had  to  put  the  Arms  Act 
in  fone  in  th«»  South,  therefore  he  pro- 
clsimtHim»rryiuth.'Xorth.  [**()h,oh!*'] 
Whv,  it  was  not  mort*  than  a  week  since 
he  made  that  *»tatem«*ut  in  (^ommittee  of 
Supply.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
on  that  iKxositm  said — "  I  priK^laimed 
I^»rry  to  make  matters  level.**  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  a  MomlnT  of 
the  Tarty  who  mould  not  !*ui>|Mirtcoenion 
und«*r  any  circumstance*,  fhcy  brought 
in  th«*ir  Arm%  Hill,  and  the  tirst  thing 
they  did  wa<«  to  put  it  into  operation 
against  an  uni»irt«ndinic  city.  lit*  chal- 
lengtnl  tht*  right  hon.  G(*n tinman  to  say 
up<m  what  material  it  was  that,  in  the 
mouth  «»f  July  lost,  when  there  h%d  l»een 
no  outrag*-<t  and  no  di»turbancee  in  the 
City  <if  I  ^rry.  ho  udTi^yd  the  I^rd  Lieu- 
tenant to  proclaim th«* city  uudi*r the Arma 
Act.  lie  could  not  ht*lp  thinking  it  was  a 
Sf't-ofiT  to  him  f'»r  haring  c«indc*mned  the 
i\indu<  tof  the  right  hon.  Gentlc*man  with 
refert'uct*  to  the  Arms  Act.  The  c*Tenta 
which  he  had  stattnl  haTing  hap}iened, 
there  was  a  dutinct  refusal  by  the  ri(cht 
hon.  Gentleman  to  hold  an  im^uiry.  No 
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doubt,  the  late  Chief  Secretary  made  in- 
quiry from  the  Kesident  Magistrate, 
Mr.  Harvey,  who  played  an  important 
part  in  the  disturbances.  But  did  he 
endeavour  to  obtain  information  from 
any  independent  person  ?  The  events 
having  happened  which  he  had  stated 
to  the  House,  he  demanded  to  know  the 
grounds  upon  which  the  Government 
refused  a  sworn  inquiry.  He  ventured 
to  say  that  when  a  meeting  of  magis- 
trates called  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  to  the  serious  conflict 
that  was  going  on,  not  between  the  Orange 
and  Catholic  parties,  but  between  the  au- 
thorized protectors  of  the  citizens  and  the 
citizens  themselves,  it  required  a  very 
strong  case  to  justify  the  refusal  of  the 
Qt>vernment  to  make  an  inquiry  with  a 
view  to  bringing  the  guilty  parties  to 
justice.  He  had  no  doubt  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  received  a  very  crushing  re- 
ply from  the  Eesident  Magistrate,  who 
now  walked  about  Derry  despised  by 
the  citizens.  The  House  would  see 
whether  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
able  to  quote  any  other  witnesses  in 
support  of  the  maintenance  of  the  digni- 
fied silence  which  the  Government  as- 
sumed under  the  circumstances.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  present  Chief 
Secretary  was  in  a  totally  different  posi- 
tion. He  had  to  deal  with  the  difficulty 
that  an  inquiry  had  already  been  refused. 
He  (Mr.  Lewis)  maintained  that  when 
the  House  had  the  testimony  of  so  highly 
respected  a  Prelate  as  the  Bishop  of 
Derry,  such  an  occurrence  should  not  be 
allowed  to  happen  at  noonday  withou 
some  inquiry  being  held  to  ascertain  who 
was  responsible.  The  present  Chief 
Secretary  stated,  in  reply  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  second  meeting  of  magis- 
trates, that  he  would  make  an  inquiry 
into  the  matter.  Was  it  to  be  expected 
that,  with  all  the  serious  responsibilities 
which  rested  upon  him,  and  with  all  the 
difficult  duties  he  had  to  perform,  he 
could  go  down  to  Derry  and  conduct  an 
inquiry  on  the  spot  ?  In  the  face  of  all 
the  facts  and  circumstances,  it  was  a 
scandalous  thing  that  these  most  extra- 
ordinary occurrences  should  have  gone  on 
without  any  expression  of  reprobation 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the 
day,  and  that  the  citizens,  after  the 
serious  attack  that  had  been  made  upon 
them,  should  be  deserted  by  the  Govern- 
ment to  whom  they  were  entitled  to  look 
for  support.    ITnder  these  circumstances, 


he  ventured  to  move  the  Besolution 
which  stood  in  his  name  for  the  purpose 
of  vindicating  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  citizenship  of  the  city  which  he  had 
the  honour  to  represent. 

Captain  M'CALMONT  (Antrim,  E.) 
seconded  the  Eesolution. 

Amendment  proposed, 

To  leave  oat  from  the  word  "  That,"  to  tba 
end  of  the  Qaeetion,  in  order  to  add  the  words 
'*  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  expedient 
and  necessary  that  an  ofiBcial  inaairy  should  be 
held  into  the  conduct  of  the  resiaent  magistrate 
and  police  in  the  city  of  Derry  on  the  6th  of 
July  last,  when  it  is  alleged  that,  under  the 
orders  of  the  resident  magistrate,  an  unwarrant- 
able attack  was  made  by  the  police,  with  stavea, 
upon  a  number  of  respectable  and  orderly  people 
who  were  assembled  on  the  steps  of  the  Im- 
perial Uotel,  I^ndon  derry,  on  the  occasion  of 
the  declaration  of  the  poll  at  the  city  of  D^nr 
election  on   that  day,*^ — (Jfr.  CharU*  LttciM^ 

— instead  thereof. 

Question  proposedi  **  That  the  words 
proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  th« 
Question." 

Mb.  JOHN  MORLEY  f Newcastle-on- 
Tyne)  said,  that  not  many  sentenoea 
would  be  required  from  him  in  answer- 
ing the  speech  which  the  hon.  Gentle* 
man  had  made  in  defence  of  his  Amend- 
ment.  The  hon.  Gentleman's  statement 
of  what  happened  rested  upon  the  letter 
written  by  the  Bishop  of  Derry,  and 
upon  the  hon.  Member's  own  aooount 
of  what  he  saw  from  the  steps  of  th« 
Imperial  Hotel.  The  hon.  Member, 
however,  was  not  at  that  moment  in  a 
frame  of  mind,  he  submitted,  which 
made  his  testimony  of  any  great  or  de* 
cisive  value.  The  hon.  Member  was  not 
always  distinguished,  even  in  that  House, 
for  urbanity,  or  for  happy  serenity  of 
demeanour.  Upon  this  occasion  the 
House  would  judge,  from  a  speech  which 
he  delivered,  how  likely  he  was  to  see 
things  without  excitement,  and  as  they 
occurred 

Mr.  G.  lewis  :  That  was  after  the 
event.  

Mr.  JOHN  MOHLET  said,  he  sup- 
posed the  events  all  went  on  in  a  vevj 
short  and  rapid  space  of  time,  and  pro- 
bably the  hon.  Member  was  in  one  frame 
of  mind  from  beginning  to  end  of  the 
trauAaction.  The  House  would  judge. 
The  following  report  of  a  speech  deli- 
vered by  the  hon.  Gentleman  on  that 
occasion  would  illustrate  the  way  in 
which  this  champion  of  the  party  of  Uir 
I  and  order  thought  fit  to  speak  of  the 
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The  report 


ag«iit  of  Uw 

•UtoJ  UlAt^ 


and  order. 


I- 


**  Mr.  I^wft  tpoke  ond^  frmt  tictUoMnt 
He  Mid— *Iiidir«  mnd  |peotl«fDen  of  I>eny— > 
Mr.  iianrf^T.  yoo  nuoal  *— thii  b«tnf  Um  R«ci* 
dvot  Ma^tUmU—  *  look  «t  th«t  mob  down  ther* 
(poiDting  to  tho  NfttiooAlist  crowd),  l<K>k  at 
th«fn.  Tou  rmtcAl '  Whr  don't  joo  diiMfM 
thnn  ^  liidiM  and  K^ntlemen,  I  Kiirt  to  tiuink 
Too«  citUena  of  thta  ctt^r,  wkio  for  tha  fifth  tima 
hava  rrtumad   ma   to    i^rliaoiftit,  and  I  now 

firdgv  myarlf.  in  tht«  fac«  of  that  man  (Mr. 
fart<»y  I  plcdic<*  myarlf  that  my  flrat  act  in 
Parliam<«nt  will  W  to  eip^iat*  and  rrprobatr  the 
conduct  of  that  wickad  man  in  the  way  that  ha 
d«wrrv(*a.'  (/^wf  ektrtt  mtd  frmnt^.  The 
hon.  M«*mb«r  went  on  tu  aay  that  the  n'prraen- 
tati rea  uf  tht*  itur«*mmt>nt  hail  bi'harfd  in  a 
•randAl'»u«.  criminal,  and  cowardly  manner.  A 
daatArdlv  attempt  had  be«n  matle  to  aaaault  and 
butcher  "-butcher  !  — ••  the  cittxcna  of  I>erry." 

IIo  onlj  read  that  report  as  an  illufttra- 
tion  of  tho  calm  and  judicial  temper  in 
which  tho  hon.  Gentleman  had  lookcul 
on  at  the  trausartiun. 

Mr.  C.  LEWIS:  It  was  after  the 
erent  I  made  the  speech. 

Me.  JOHN  MOHLEY :  It  was  all 
iretty  aimultanoous,  as  a  matter  uf  fact. 
VoII.  tho  resolution  of  tho  magistrates 
wa^sent  to  tho  (roTemment,  and  inquiry 
was  made  of  tho  Resident  Magistrate 
himself  (Mr.  IIarTeT\  and  tho  Go* 
remm«*ot  instituted  a  full  inTestigation. 
Thej  ct»n«*ctod  ro|>orts  from  all  the  ofii- 
ciaU  wh<»  t<H>k  {utrt  in  the  maintenance  of 
order  in  I  >errj  on  that  occasion  One  or 
two  points  of  difficulty  arose,  and  they 
referred  those  to  the  Inspoctor  General 
of  Constabulary.  They  nad  the  wholo 
affair  thoroughly  iuTeetigated.  What 
case  was  thon*  for  a  sworn  inquiry  ? 
Talk  of  "butchering**  the  riti/ens ! 
Who  was  '*  butchered  r  *' 

Ma.  C.  LEWIS  .  I  will  answer  the 
question— the  man  who  was  four  days 
in  the  intirmary. 

Ma.  JOHN  MORI^Y:  Yes;  it  was 
reporte«i    in    the    nowspapt^rs   that    the 
man    vaa    given    oTor;     it    was     said 
that  totanua  had  set  in.     When  th«*  uffi. 
cers  w«'nt  to  tho  Infirmary,  howeTor,  they  I 
found  th**  gentloman  in  ImhI  roading  the  ; 
ne««^>s|»or.     A  m«ir«»  trumpery  atfair  nat 
noTvr  hr»ut;ht  under  the  nutic«  of  tho 
IIotinH  «.f  (*otnm<>Da.  The  hon.  Member 
tried  to  hsrrww   tlioir   f*elinga  with  do-  i 
scripti  »n4  of   <  onvtabulary  otiicera   and 
oooatsbit  a  running  their  awords  into  in- 
offensiro  and  {leacrable  citiiena,  and  all . 
he  couid  pruf  o  in  tho  way  of  butchery  , 
and  maaaacre  was  tiiat  one  man  weal  [ 


to  the  infirmary  with  a  broiaed  head  and 
I  was  oat  again  in  a  very  few  days.  The 
.  conditions  under  which  the  action  of  the 
police  took  place  were  not  quite  eo 
•tmple  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  would 
lead  the  House  to  suppose.     He  made  a 

roint  of  the  police  being  foreigner*; 
ut  did  all  his  friends  in  Belfast  paj 
such  respect  to  the  Prt>cIamation  of  their 
own  Mayor,  who  was  not  a  foreigner, 
as  to  warrant  the  attitude  he  now  took 
up  ?  The  hon.  Gontloman  said  that  the 
Mayor*s  Proclamation  had  no  legal  f  irce* 
On  that  point  at  the  moment  he  was  not 
able  to  answer  the  hon.  Membor;  but 
no  doubt  the  right  hon.  an<l  learned 
Gentleman  tho  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  would  say  whether  tho  Mayor's 
Proclamation  waa  legally  a  ctjmpulsorj 
document  or  not.  It  was  the  opinion, 
at  all  events,  of  the  magistrates  of  the 
town  that  it  was  oxjKHlient  and  neceasary 
for  the  maintenance  of  law  and  order 
that  bands  and  proceeaions  should  be 
avoided  and  suppressed.  J  Mr.  C.  Liwis: 
Processions  of  bands.  ]  On  this  occasion 
a  band  made  its  war  out  of  the  I>ean's 
Yard  to  the  front  of  the  Imperial  Hotel, 
and  there  it  began  to  iday  '*God  Save 
the  Uueen  **  and  also  Partv  airs.  The 
hon.  Member  would  not  deny  that  that 
was  a  very  dangerous  thing  in  a  town 
like  I»ndundorry,  whon»,  as  the  poll 
showod,  partioi«  wore  so  e<iually  divided, 
and  whort>,  although  order  had  been 
pres4«rved,  thoro  had  boon  great  excite- 
ment. It  wa*  a  very  dangerous  thing, 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  tho  Mayor,  dis- 
order would  l»e  likely  to  follow  if  hands 
wore  allowed  to  g*>  on  playing  Party 
tunes.  AAer  carefully  oin»idtTing  all 
the  rt»ports,  the  liord  rhancellor  and 
himself  camo  to  tho  rt>nrluaion  that  the 
Resident  Magi<itrat«*  and  tho  Tiinstabu- 
larv  officers  u^hI  no  more  forve  than 
wan  nece^aary,  and  th««y  did  not  in  fact 
nse  any  vory  ctmsidorablo  amount  of 
force.  He  had  not  the  loast  wish  to 
impugn  the  testimony  of  the  Bishop  of 
I>errT,  although  the  Bishop,  speaking 
from  th<*  Imperial  Hotel,  nsfHl  very 
fttrong  langusgt*  — he  presumed  strong 
language  for  a  Bishop.  Comparing  the 
charge  made  in  the  Bi#hop  of  lorry's 
lettor,  and  the  evid(*nce  in  »upp<;rtof  the 
resolution  of  the  magistrates,  with  their 
own  full  and  elaborate  re|H>rta,  they 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  this  was  a 
thoroughly  trumpery  affair,  and  that  to 
institute  any  further  inquiry  would  be  lo 
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give  it  an  importance  which  was  entirely  I  Would  the  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
nncalled  for.  The  hon.  Member  said  |  land  say  whether  the  Gbvemment  were 
he  would  be  the  last  person  to  wish  to  .  goiog  to  rescind  the  Proclamation  or 
bring  discredit  upon  authorities  or  upon  |  not  ?  He  thought  they  would  not 
the  Irish  Constabulary.     But  he  sub-  '  do    anything    of    the    kind ;    but    the 

mitted  to   the  hon.  Member    and  the  extract  showed  there  was,  even  in  the 

House  that  for  the  Executive  Qovorn-  party  of  law  and  order,  a  temper  which 

ment  in  Dublin  to  take  the  serious  step  justified  the  Executive  in  dealing  with 

of  having  a  sworn  inquiry  into  so  trifling  Derry  as  they  would  deal  with  Dublin  or 

and  insignificant  a  business  would  place  Cork.     It  showed  too  that  upon  such  an 

the  Resident  Magistrates  and  the  Cun-  occasion  as  an  election,  when  excitement 

stabulary  officers  in  such  a  position  that  was  aroused,  and  when  the  flame  was 

they  would  be  little  disposed  to  do  their  fanned  by  such  speeches  as  those  of  the 

duty  with  energy  and  vigour.     It  would  hon.   Member,  Derry  was  not  a  place 

be  a  most  fatal  thing  to  institute  sworn  where  the  Executive  Government  could 

inquiries  without  a  conviction  that  there  afford  to  discourage  its  own  agents,  or 

was  really  strong  ground  for  believing  play  fast  and  loose  with  its  own  autho- 

that  a  serious  dereliction  of  duty  had  rity. 

occurred.  He  and  the  Irish  Executive  The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
had  no  such  a  belief  The  hon.  Member  IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
had  introduced  matters  which  had  no-  versity)  said,  ho  had  to  thank  the  hon. 
thing  to  do  with  the  Motion  he  had  Member  for  the  courtesy  he  had  shown 
made.  On  a  former  occasion  ho  had  in  having  on  different  occasions  post- 
fully  explained  and  justified  the  phrase  ponod  the  Motion  so  a;>  to  avoid  inter- 
he  had  used,  which  gave  such  utterly  fering  with  the  convenience  of  the  Go- 
unreasonable  ofifence  to  some  gen-  vemment  and  of  the  House.  He  wished 
tlemen  of  Ulster,  and  on  which  the  hon.  also  to  state  that  the  Chief  Secretarj 
Member  had  put  so  unreasonable  an  for  Ireland  would  have  replied  to  the 
interpretation.  The  remark  would  bear  hon.  Member's  speech,  but  he  was  pre- 
no  such  interpretation  as  that  he  was  vented  from  being  in  his  place  by  urgent 
determined  unnecessarily  to  proclaim  public  business.  The  Lord  Chancelloir 
Belfast  and  Derry.  because  Cork  had  andhimself  had  assisted  the  Chief  Secre- 
been  proclaimed.  He  could  not  imagine  tary  in  the  inquiry  into  this  matter,  and 
why  Derry  should  bo  specially  insulted  probably  the  hon.  Member  and  the 
by  being  placed  under  the  same  rostric-  House  would  accept  the  explanation  he 
tions  as  Belfast,  Dublin,  and  Cork.  In  had  to  offer.  The  House  was  no  doubt 
Derry  itself  the  friends  of  the  hon.  Gen-  aware  that  the  present  Government  did 
tieman  did  not  always  take  that  line  not  come  into  Office  until  about  a  month 
with  respect  to  law  and  order  which  he  after  these  transactions  occurred.  Their 
should  expect  from  them.  Some  re-  attention  was  first  directed  to  the  matter 
marks  on  the  proclamation  of  Derry.  by  the  second  resolution  that  was  paned 
which  were  made  by  The  Londonderry  by  the  magistrates  of  Derry.  and  in 
Sentinel,  would  give  the  House  an  idea  of  which  they  called  attention  to  the  reao- 
the  difficulties  that  Governments,  whe-  lution  previously  passed  requesting  the 
ther  Conservative  or  Liberal,  had  to  deal  Government  to  grant  a  sworn  inquiry, 
with  in  the  North  of  Ireland.  The  pur-  That  resolution  was  carefully  considered 
port  of  the  Ijord  Lieutenant's  Proclama-  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Chief 
tion,  as  the  House  know,  was  to  prohibit  Secretary  and  his  Colleagues,  and  the 
the  possession  of  arms  without  a  licence,  conclusion  they  arrived  at  was  that  a 
The  organ  of  law  and  order  said  of  the  sworn  inquiry  would  not  conduce  to  the 
Proclamation  issued  by  Her  Majesty's  public  interest.  The  Chief  Secretary, 
authority —  nowever,  expressed  his  readiness  to  ac- 
»» M„.  o^  ;      •    *w           1      u    u           .  quaint  himself  most  fully  with  the  facts 

**  Our  advice  to  the  people  who  happen  to  **  .t.^                 .                j   j  ai-       j        & 

poMeu  any  of  the«^  wtuVons  is  to  k«.p  a  firm  °'  ^}?  ^?»^-    ^^  regarded  the  advantage 

grip  on  them,  whether  th«v  have  a  litvn<v  or  O'  disadvantage  ot  having  a  public  in- 

not.     Let  no  one  part  with  hia  riflror  revolver  ;  quiry,  there  was  one  point  which  must 


oMsnly  sprung  upon  the  Northern  towns.**  rity,  for  the  Constabulary  Acta  only  pro- 

Mr.  John  Mork^ 
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Tided  for  siieh  an  iiKuiiiy  into  tho  aeto 
of  iodiTidoal  contUbiM.  The  only  in- 
ooirr  there  ootild  be  into  a  matter  of 
tnis  kind,  aaauming  the  circaamtancee  to 
oall  for  It,  would  be  an  ioouiry  on  the 
■pot,  without  the  power  of  aamiDistering 
an  oath,  bj  one  or  two  Special  Commie- 
ftionert ;  and  it  eeeniod  to  the  GoTom* 
ment,  after  comparinf^  the  ttatementa 
mada  on  one  aide  and  the  other,  that  it 
would  not  adrance  the  public  intereet 
to  hare  an  inquirj  of  this  character. 
(>n  considering  the  stateroenta  of  officem 
and  offlcialt  and  ttatements  made  bj 
others,  he  thought  this  was  a  right  and 
proper  concl union.  IVrhape  the  Hou«e 
would  bear  with  him  while  he  stated 
tba  Tiew  the  Ooremment  took  of  the 
matter.  He  could  quite  understand 
that  transactions  of  this  kind  would  ex- 
cite  ill-feeling  in  the  locality.  When 
there  was  a  collision  between  the  police 
and  the  people,  no  matter  what  the 
circumfitances,  th^re  wa«  naturally  a 
strong  public  fueling  excited.  There- 
fore, a  great  deal  of  forbearance  was 
re(|uire<i.  Those  whose  duty  it  was  to 
C4>ndurt  sn  inquiry  must,  ss  far  as  pos- 
sible, discTiniinate  between  the  allega- 
tions on  the  one  nide  and  those  on  the 
oth^r.  The  first  thing  the  attention  of 
!h«»  UoT^rnm<*nt  was  directed  to  was  the 
action  of  the  Resident  Magistrate.  He 
presumetl  Mr.  Lewis  would  admit  that 
ir  c<>niiidering  the  conduct  of  the  Resi- 
dent Magistrate  they  could  not  OTerlook 
his  antecedents.  He  (Mr.  Holmes)  had 
the  honour  to  know  something  of  Mr. 
Hanrey  for  a  long  time,  and  up  to  this 
transsrtion  hehad  nerer  heard  any  charge 
brought  against  him,  although  he  had 
been  called  upon  to  perform  bis  duty 
under  the  m<»st  trying  ctrcumttances. 
Not  Tery  long  ago  Mr.  Hanrey  receired 
in  th«*  discharge  of  his  duty  a  Tery  serious 
wound,  which  incapacitated  him  from 
work  for  S'»Yeral  m<inth«.  It  was  only 
Tery  ren»nily  he  had  returned  to  his 
)M)4t.  This  R«^ideDt  Magistrate  had 
again  and  again  to  art  und<*r  very  trying 
cirMimttsnrfii,  and  so  fsr  as  the  IfoTrm- 
mont  had  In^^n  aide  to  asrt«rtain  had 
alvar*  terform*-^!  ht«  dutr  in  a  mo»t 
sati«ifsrt«»ry  manner;  and  the  Gorem- 
ment  werv*  •a'i«ti*Hl  that  on  th«*  oc  a«ion 
in  q'i»»^*i»n  h*»  had  p«*rfonne»l  his  duty 
in  t'ndfMTouring  to  preserre  the  peace 
with  di«<rvtion  and  promptitude.  In  a 
city  hki*  I>erry  it  was  obrious  that  at  a 
time  when   considerable   Party  esdtt- 

YOL.  OCCIX.     [nuno  aauBi.] 


ment  prtrailad  there  would  be  danger 
in  a  contested  election  nnlesa  the  greateal 
Drecautions  were  taken,  and  accordingly 
lonr  or  fire  days  before  the  date  fixed 
for  the  election  a  meeting  of  msgistratea 
was  held,  and  it  wss  determined,  with  a 
▼iew  of  presenring  the  peace,  to  isane  a 
Proclamation  prohi  biting  proceesions  and 
band-playing  in  the  streets  of  Darry  on 
the  day  of  the  election.  It  was  said  that 
there  was  no  legal  authority  for  that 
Proclamation  ;  but  it  must  be  admitted 
that  it  was  unquestionably  the  duty  of 
the  magtvtrates  to  take  such  steps  aa 
they  might  consider  neceesary  to  pre- 
Tent  a  breach  of  the  peace;  and  as  ia 
their  judgment  processions  would  be 
likely  to  lead  to  collisions  between  riral 
parties,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  tha 
ma^stratea,  and  would,  moreorer,  be 
their  duty,  to  prohibit  such  prooesaiona* 
The  Proclamation  prohibiting  procee- 
sions was  accordingly  issued,  and  it 
seemed  to  him  that  the  Resident  Magis- 
trate would  hare  been  neglecting  hia 
duty  and  incurring  a  very  grare  re- 
sponsibility had  he  not  endeaToured  to 
enforce  that  Proclamation.  If  he  had, 
under  the  circumstances,  neglected  to 
carry  out  the  Proclamation,  he  (Mr. 
Holmes)  did  not  see  how  it  would  be 
poesible  to  justify  his  conduct.  Well, 
it  was  announced  that  a  band  waa  going 
to  play  in  the  public  thoroughfaree,  acd 
Mr.  Hanrey  came  to  the  ctmclusion  that 
the  artion  of  the  band  was  a  riolation 
of  the  Proclamation,  and  he  accordingly 
took  measures  to  prerent  the  band 
marching  and  playing  through  the 
streets.  An  order  was  giren  to  the 
police  to  preTent  the  band  playing  in 
the  street ;  but  the  police  were  under 
the  command  of  their  own  officers,  and 
the  magistrate  waa  not  responsible  for 
the  manner  in  which  they  carried  out 
their  dutiee.  In  like  manner,  when  the 
eicttement  occurred  in  front  of  the  hotel, 
Mr.  Hanrey  gaTe  an  order  to  clear  the 
streets ;  but  the  order  was  carried  out 
also  by  the  p«»lice  under  their  own  offi- 
cers, and  he  did  not  think  any  charge 
of  illegalitf  or  improper  cimduct  could 
be  madt)  out  against  3ir.  Harrey.  Resi- 
dent Magistrat«  s  in  critical  times  were  in 
a  Tery  trying  position.  They  hsd  to  judge 
for  themselves  sec  *rding  to  the  circum- 
stances of  each  case,  and  they  had  to 
make  up  their  minds  at  a  moment's 
notice,  and  therefore  some  allowanca 
ahonld  be  made  for  errors  of  judgment* 

%  T 
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But  in  this  oase  he  (Mr.  HolmeB)  did 
not  see  anj  ground  whatever  for  cen- 
suring the  conduct  of  Mr.  Harrey,  who 
appeared  to  have  acted  with  great  judg- 
ment and  moderation  throughout,  and 
when  he  considered  that  the  police  were 
using  unnecessary  violence  interfered  to 
restrain  them.  The  Bishop  of  Derry 
and  the  hon.  Member  who  had  brought 
this  subject  forward  alleged  that  the 
constables  were  guilty  of  unwarrantable 
violence.  Well,  Mr.  Harvey  himself  was 
of  opinion  that  some  of  the  men  used 
their  truncheons  too  freely;  and  if  it 
were  possible  to  identify  them  their 
conduct  would  certainly  be  made  the 
subject  of  inquiry.  It  had,  however, 
been  found  impossible  to  identify  them. 
Besides,  a  good  deal  of  allowance  must 
be  made  for  men  acting  under  the  very 
trying  circumstances  in  which  the  police 
constables  were  placed  when  engaged 
in  the  endeavour  to  clear  the  streets  of 
a  hostile  crowd  ;  and  he  was  free  to  con- 
fess that  though  he  had  himself  seen 
policemen  act  with  what  he  considered 
at  the  time  was  unnecessary  violence,  he 
had,  on  calmer  reflection,  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  there  were  not  many 
pien  to  be  found  who,  under  the  ciroum- 
stances,  would  have  acted  differently.  It 
should  be  remembered,  in  consider- 
ing a  question  of  this  sort,  that  very 
Qften  what  appeared  to  lookers-on  as 
very  violent,  as  even  unnecessary  and 
brutal  violence,  was,  after  all,  by  no 
means  such  a  serious  affair  as  it  looked. 
It  in  reality  bore  a  more  serious  aspect 
to  lookers-on  than  to  those  engagea  in 
it.  At  all  events,  such  appeared  to  be 
the  case  in  respect  to  the  action  of  the 
police  in  Derry.  No  doubt  there  was  a 
violent  rush  of  the  police,  who  charged 
the  people,  and  onlookers  might  natu- 
rally think  that  terrible  injuries  were 
being  inflicted  upon  the  crowd.  But  in 
such  cases  as  this  the  only  way  of  ascer- 
taining whether  or  not  the  amount  of 
violence  really  used  was  too  great  was 
to  jud^  by  the  results.  They  had  to 
ascertain  what  injuries  had  been  in- 
flicted upon  the  people  in  the  crowd. 
Well,  judged  in  this  way  the  conduct 
of  the  police  at  Derry  could  not  have 
been  so  violent  as  some  people  alleged. 
The  only  serious  result  of  the  disturb- 
ance was  the  injury  received  by  one 
man.  This  injury  was  much  to  be  re- 
gretted ;  but  fortunately  it  was  only  of  a 
temporary  character,  and  the  individual 

Mr.Eolmn 


who  suffered  it  was  able  to  leaye  Ab 
hospital  in  four  days.  Having  regard 
to  the  fact  that  there  was  only  one  oaae  of 
anything  approaching  to  serious  injury, 
he  was  inclined  to  believe  that  the  vio* 
lence  alleged  to  have  been  used  was  not  so 
g^at  as  it  appeared  to  be.  The  Govern- 
ment had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
would  be  inexpedient,  inadvisable,  and 
indeed  unjust,  to  pass  the  least  cenaore 
upon  the  Besident  Magistrate,  or  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  police  whilst  engaged 
in  carrying  out  the  order  they  received. 
Under  all  the  circumstances,  therefore, 
he  thought  it  much  better  now  to  let 
the  matter  drop.  The  election  was  over 
and  the  excitement  was  over,  and  there 
was  no  useful  purpose  to  serve  in  keeping 
up  the  diticussion. 

Mn.  SEXTON  (Belfast,  W.,  and  81igo, 
8.)  said,  it  must  be  admitted  that  we 
right  hon.  and  learned  Oentleman  the 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland,  if  he  had 
erred  in  this  matter  at  all,  had  erred  on 
the  side  of  civility.  He  had  never  in 
his  experience  known  an  Attorney  (}ene* 
ral  who  was  so  civil  towards  a  man  who 
had  revolted  against  the  law  and  did 
his  best  to  provoke  a  riot.  He  (Mr. 
Sexton)  could  not  help  thinking  that  if 
anyone  on  that  side  of  the  Houae— 
any  Nationalist — had  delivered  excited 
speeches,  and  endeavoured  to  provoke 
the  people  to  riot,  and  then  had  the 
immeasurable  audacity  to  rise  in  hie 
place  in  that  House  and  denounce  tho 
administration  of  the  law,  which,  desptto 
his  efforts,  had  succeeded  in  maintainioff 
the  peace,  the  right  hon.  and  leanMa 
Gentleman's  words  would  have  par- 
taken more  of  the  forcible  than  tho 
feeble  strain.  Some  reference  had  been 
made  to  the  Protestant  Bishop  of  Deny. 
He  had  no  desire  to  detract  from  tho 
merits  that  might  belong  to  him;  bat 
if,  instead  of  being  the  Protestant  Bishop 
of  Derry,  he  had  been  a  CathoUo  prieat* 
say,  named  Fahy,  and  if  instead  of 
using  language  calculated  to  incite  to 
breaches  of  the  peace  he  had  endea* 
voured  to  help  some  poor  people  in  Ito> 
land  to  retain  possession  of  their  hold- 
ings there;  instead  of  being  eulogised 
in  that  House,  he  would  have  been  called 
upon  to  And  sureties  for  his  good  be- 
haviour under  a  Statute  passed  600 
years  ago  for  the  better  management  of 
rogues  and  vagabonds.  Well,  he  wonld 
leave  the  Bishop  of  Derry  to  obtain 
whatever  satiafaotion  he  oould  from  tiba 
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contemplation  of  his  own  conduct  in  this 
matter.  The  hon.  Member  for  Deny 
thought  fit  to  rebuke  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Chief  Secretary  for  inatten- 
tioD,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  met 
the  rebuke  by  walking?  out  of  the  House. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  fob  IE E- 
LAND  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
(Bristol,  W.) :  I  was  summoned  to  a 
Cabinet  Council. 

Mr.  sexton  said,  he  thought  no 
Cabinet  Council  could  have  been  so  im- 
portant as  to  have  taken  him  away  from 
the  House  when  the  hon.  Member  was 
impeaching  the  conduct  of  a  magistrate. 
It  was,  however,  creditable  to  the  right 
hun.  Gentleman,  as  a  respectable  man, 
not  to  wish  to  be  mixed  up  with  the  con- 
duct of  the  hon.  Member  for  Derry  on  the 
6th  of  July.  The  hon.  Member  himself 
had  not,  indeed,  been  in  any  great  hurry 
to  justify  his  character  or  conduct.  This 
affair  took  place  on  the  6th  of  July. 
The  House  met  for  Business  on  the  1 9th 
of  August,  and  there  had  been  many 
opportunities  for  discussion  which  the 
hon.  Member  had  not  taken  advantage 
of.  He  might  have  used  his  oppor- 
tunity in  the  debate  on  the  Address. 
He  put  down  a  Motion  against  the  Mo- 
tion that  the  Speaker  leave  the  Chair ; 
but  he  let  the  opportunity  go  by.  He 
put  a  Motion  against  the  Constabulary 
Votes;  but  he  let  the  opportunity  go 
by.  He  put  a  Motion  against  the  read- 
ing of  the  Appropriation  Bill;  but  he 
postponed  that  until  the  last  day  was 
reached  ;  and  then  he  put  the  Motion  in 
such  a  form  that  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  divide  the  House  upon  it.  He 
left  hon.  Members tojudge  for  themselves 
whether  the  hon.  Member  for  Derry 
might  have  held  the  sneaking  hope  that 
he  might,  in  the  long  run,  have  been  de- 

E rived  of  any  opportunity  of  vindicating 
is  character  at  all.  Those  Members  of 
the  House  who  knew  anything  of  the 
city  of  Derry  knew  that  the  readiest 
means  of  getting  up  a  riot  was  to  em- 
ploy a  band  to  go  into  the  streets  and 
play  certain  Party  tunes.  *'  Croppies 
Lie  Down,**  ''We'll  Kick  the  Pope 
Before  Us,"  or  some  such  conciliator}' 
tune,  could  be  warranted  to  get  up  a 
riot  in  five  minutes.  Well,  the  city  of 
Derry  had  been  noted  for  riots  and 
breaches  of  the  peace,  and  the  hon. 
Member  had  been  equally  noted  as  being 
the  principal  figure  in  providing  incite- 
ments to  riot  in  that  city.     On  the  6th 


of*  July  there  was  a  contested  Election, 
and  the  hon.  Member's  counsel  declared 
that  '*  the  men  of  Derry  would  wade  up 
to  their  necks  in  blood"  rather  than 
that  a  Pamellite  should  be  returned. 
The  Mayor  of  Derry  was  a  friend  of  the 
hon.  Member,  and  on  the  election  day 
there  appeared  to  have  been  g^ing  on  a 
process  which  was  known  in  America 
as  '^counting  in"  a  candidate.  The 
Mayor,  in  accordance  with  that  process, 
'< counted  in"  the  hon.  Member  by  a 
majority  of  103.  Well,  wind  having 
been  got  of  what  was  going  on,  that 
count  was  called  in  question.  A  second 
count  was  then  made,  with  the  result  of 
a  tie.  Of  course,  that  was  not  satisfac- 
tory to  the  Mayor  or  the  hon.  Member, 
and  a  third  count  was  instituted,  when 
the  hon.  Member  was  ^*  counted  in  "  by 
a  majority  of  three.  The  result  of  aU 
this  manoeuvring  was  indescribable  ex- 
citement in  the  city.  It  was  generally 
felt  that  the  Mayor  had  been  playing 
fast  and  loose  with  the  voting  papers, 
and  the  excitement  under  the  circum- 
stances was  natural.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances the  Proclamation  prohibit- 
ing the  appearance  of  bands  of  music  in 
the  streets  was  absolutely  necessary  if 
the  peace  was  to  be  preserved.  Anyone 
who  knew  Derry — who  was  not,  like 
the  hon.  Member,  a  foreigner,  but  who 
was  a  native  of  Ireland — would  know 
that  the  inevitable  result  of  bringing  a 
band  into  the  street  under  such  circum- 
stances of  excitement  to  play  Party 
tunes  must  create  a  riot.  But  those 
peculiar  people,  the  so-called  loyal  ad- 
ministrators of  the  law,  who  obeyed  the 
law  so  long  only  as  it  ministered  to  their 
own  Party  and  private  passions,  the 
magistrates  of  the  city,  Messrs.  Pollock 
and  Wilde,  denounced  the  Proclamation, 
and  organized  a  band  to  go  into  the 
streets  and  play  music  in  defiance  of  it. 
The  hon.  Member  said  there  was  no 
impact  between  the  rival  crowds ;  but 
there  was  no  impact  because  there  were 
bodies  of  soldiers  and  police  between 
them.  Well,  the  band  went  into  the 
street,  and  the  Besident  Magistrate 
went  and  told  the  band  to  disperse, 
when  the  two  magistrates  named  came 
up  to  him  and  abused  him  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  excited  crowd.  Then  came 
the  scene  upon  the  steps  of  the  hotel, 
where  the  hon.  Member  for  Derry  was 
shouting  and  gesticulating  violently,  and 
these  goardiaas  of  tiie  law  were  ahaking 
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their  fists  at  the  police,  and  crying  out 
''Morley's  murderers."  Had  it  not 
been  for  a  bappy  inspiration  of  bis  (Mr. 
Sexton's)  friend  Mr.  James  O'Doberty, 
who  at  this  juncture  called  to  the  Na- 
tionalists to  follow  bim  to  the  League 
Booms,  the  result  would  probably  have 
been  very  serious.  When  this  excite- 
ment was  high,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Derry  went  to  a  window  and  delivered 
the  speech  which  had  to-day  been  re- 
cited by  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Newoastle-on-Tyne.  He  (Mr.  Sexton) 
had  before  challenged  him  across  the 
floor  of  the  House  for  having  called  the 
stipendiary  magistrate  a  scoundrel  and 
a  rascal.  He  denied  it ;  but  that  was 
only  a  further  proof  of  the  audacity  of 
the  hon.  Member.  The  report  read  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the 
hon.  Member  came  to  the  window,  and, 
shaking  his  finger,  called  out — * '  Harvey, 
you  rascal,  why  do  you  not  disperse  the 
mob  below?"  He  wondered  how  the 
hon.  Member  could  come  and  impeach 
the  administrator  of  the  law,  or  that  he 
oould  ask  that  an  official  inquiry  should 
be  held.  Well,  an  official  inquiry  would 
presently  be  held  ;  but  it  would  be  as  to 
whether  the  hon.  Member  was  really 
the  Member  for  Derry  at  all.  The  only 
inquiry  which,  in  his  opinion,  would 
meet  the  reouirements  of  the  case,  would 
be  one  in  which  a  Judge  or  a  magistrate 
should  be  on  the  Bench  and  the  hon. 
Member  for  Derry  in  the  dock.  He 
found  the  general  impression  amongst 
impartial  persons  to  be  that  if  on  that 
day  the  hon.  Member  had  got  knocked 
on  the  head  by  a  baton,  or  pricked 
through  the  rails  to  a  moderate  extent, 
he  would  have  got  what  he  richly  de- 
served. 

Question  put. 

The 'Kouae  divided : — Ayes  237  ;  No  1 : 
Majority  236.— (Div.  List,  No.  46.) 

Main  Question,  '*  That  the  Bill  be  now 
read  the  third  time,"  again  proposed. 

MERCANTILE  MARINE  —  SALVAGE 
LAWS  —  SALVAGE  OF  DERELICT 
VESSELS  —  SAILORS  AND  FISHER- 
MEN  ON  THE  EAST  COAST. 

OBSERVATIOirS. 

Notice  taken,  that  40  Members  were 
not  present;  House  counted,  and  40 
Members  being  found  present. 

Major  RASGH  (Essex,  8.E.)  said, 
that  representing  aa  he  did  a  oonstita- 
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ency  of  South  Eeeex,  largely  oompoeed 
of  sailors  and  fishermen,  who  were  ad* 
▼ersely  affected  by  the  laws  relating  to 
salvage,  he  begged  to  call  attention  to 
Vote  27.  These  men  exercised  their 
calling  in  the  estuary  of  the  Thames  and 
the  flats  of  the  North  Sea.  On  those 
flats  there  were  great  numbers  of  dere- 
liots ;  but  the  men  were  not  allowed  to 
claim  an  amount  of  salvage  which  would 
pay  them  for  their  labour.  The  result 
was  that  wrecks  were  not  salved  at  all, 
that  they  impeded  the  mouth  of  the 
Thames,  and  that  the  loss  to  the  owners 
was  severe.  He  would  ask  whether  it 
would  not  be  possible  to  modify  the  lawa 
relating  to  the  subject  so  that  sailors 
who  effected  a  salvage  might  have  50 
instead  of  30  per  cent  ? 

EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND)— THE   GLAS- 
GOW  SCHOOL  BOARD  SYSTEM. 

OBSERVATIONS. 

Ma.  MASON  (Lanark,  Mid)  caUad 
attention  to  the  work  of  the  School 
Board  of  Olasgow,  with  the  view  ol 
meeting  some  statements  which  had  been 
made  by  the  hon.  Member  for  St.  BoUox 
(Mr.  Caldwell)  in  0>mmittee  the  other 
night,  and  which  had  caused  a  consider- 
able amount  of  irritation  in  Glasgow. 
His  hon.  Friend  told  the  Committee—- 

Ma.  SPEAKER :  I  must  remind  the 
hon.  Gentleman  that  he  is  not  entitled, 
when  the  Speaker  is  in  the  Chair,  to 
refer  to  a  speech  made  in  Committee 
of  this  Session. 

Mb.  MASON  said,  he  at  once  bowed 
to  the  Speaker's  ruling.  He  had  wished 
simply  to  state  a  few  facts  in  conneetioiL 
with  the  School  Board  system  in  Olaa- 
gow.  It  had  been  alleged  that  the  School 
Board  were  not  giving  effect  to  the 
Compulsory  Clauses  of  the  Act  of  1872. 
But  the  records  of  that  Board  showed 
that  they  had  had  meetings  with  parents 
whose  children  were  not  at  school,  and 
that  the  number  of  children  represented 
by  these  parents  and  dealt  with  by  the 
Board  was  between  d0,00o  and  40,000, 
while  at  present  the  Board  were  meeting 
100  such  parents  every  week.  When 
the  Act  was  passed  the  population  within 
the  area  of  the  Glasgow  School  Board 
was  calculated  to  be  513,000.  Striking 
the  average  between  the  Begistrar  Ge- 
neral's figures  and  those  of  the  Sanitary 
Authorities,  it  was  supposed  that  the 
population  last  year  would  not  exceed 
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533,000.  Now,  the  number  of  tchoUrt 
in  attendance  in  1873,  the  joar  after  the 
Act  was  paMed,  was,  in  roand  numlM^rs, 
43,000.  The  increase  of  population 
stnoe  allowed  for  a  proportionate  in« 
crease  of  not  more  than  2,600.  Last 
jear  the  number  of  children  in  attend- 
ance was  68,000 ;  snd  if  there  was  any 
error  in  fitting  up  thi^ee  statistics  now, 
he  would  point  out  that  the  error  would 
also  be  in  the  statistics  for  the  former 
period,  because  the  statistics  were  ^t 
up  by  the  same  lioard  and  by  the  same 
machinery  ;  an<l,  th«»refore.  the  action  of 
the  Compulsory  Clause  had  resulted  in 
an  increase  of  more  than  22,000  scholars 
— a  result  which  he  thought  was  very 
satisfactory,  and  which  went  to  proTc 
that  the  Act  wm%  being  properly  worked. 
He  bcliered.  moreoTer.  that  the  Komnn 
Catholio  and  other  outside  schools  were 
tiecuring  a  proportionate  increase  of  at- 
tendance. With  rt^gard  to  another  point 
to  which  reference  had  been  made,  it 
was  notorious  that  the  ratepa^'ers  of  the 
City  of  Glasgow  were  those  who  were 
engaged  in  butinees  there.  They  might 
live  outside,  but  they  paid  the  rates 
insidi*.  and  were  quite  entitled  to  send 
their  chiMren  to  the  lioard  M:hools  in 
the  city.  It  wan  quite  a  mistake  to  sup- 
pose that  the  I)oard  had  aimed  at  sup- 
pressing  priTste  schools,  or  were  cater- 
ing  specially  for  the  education  of  the 
middle  and  upp«*r  classes.  In  respect  to 
the  endowments  of  the  (^ty  of  Glasgow, 
which  it  was  9sid  had  been  taken  away 
from  the  po«>rerclsA»e9,  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  they  were  managed  under 
separate  Boards  entirely,  and  that  the 
Glasgow  School  Board  was  in  no  way 
responsible  f«ir  the  altertni  condition  of 
things  if  thore  was  anr  grievance  in 
connection  therewith.  lie  thought  these 
facts  showed  that  the  Glasgow  School 
Board  was  doing  admirable  work ;  and 
he  taw  no  cauf»e  for  complaint  in  con- 
nectnm  with  it^  msnsgom4*nt.  It  was  a 
popuUrlr*ele(t«Hl  Biard,  end  thoroughly 
und<*r  thn  Kmtrt)!  of  the  rstepa}t*rs; 
and«  therefor*',  h<*  iHJuld  not  understand 
why  there  should  be  any  ground  f(»r 
complaint.  He  would  b«*  very  glad  if 
the  Secrrtary  for  Sctitlsnd  could  see  his 
way  to  »upp4»rt  a  movement  for  im- 
proring  secondary  education ;  but,  gene- 
rally speaking,  he  wi<»hed  it  to  be  under- 
stood that  they  had  an  admirablt*  system 
of  education  in  Scotland,  and  be  did  imiI 
ihiak  they  abould  disturb  it  at 


The  existing  system  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  work  itrelf  out  some  time  longer 
liefore  they  meddled  with  it ;  and  he  be- 
liered  the  results  would  sh(»w,  as  they 
had  done  in  the  past,  a  large  improre- 
ment  in  education.  In  Glasgow,  m  the 
last  35  years,  the  system  oi  education 
had  bet* n  greatly  developed .  Thousands 
of  children  for  whom  formerly  there  was 
no  room  \xw\  now  abundant  facilities  foi 
attending  school,  and  the  Compulsory 
<?lause  was  bringing  in  a  gr«*at  num- 
ber of  children  who  otht*rwise  would 
get  no  education.  The  School  lioard  of 
Glasgow  was  doing  its  work  well,  gen* 
tlemen  of  the  high(»st  position  giving 
up  their  time  for  the  purpose ;  and  he 
would  be  sorry  if  an  impression  got 
abroad  that  it  was  thought  the  8c«>tch 
system  was  not  what  it  ought  to  be. 
He  hoped,  as  he  had  said  Itefore,  that 
the  Scotch  Secretary  would  let  the  system 
work  itself  out. 

Me.  CALDWELL  (Glasgow,  St. 
IU>llox)  said,  he  was  not  going  to  enter 
into  the  gvneral  question  of  the  School 
Board  sjstem  ;  but  he  was  glad  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Lanark  had  an  oppor« 
tunity  of  obtaining  official  information 
and  endeavouring  to  rebut  any  state- 
ment that  had  been  made  on  the  pre- 
vious occasion.  They  could  not,  he 
understood,  go  back  on  all  that  had 
passed  in  Committee ;  but  he  supposed 
he  might  refer  to  what  ho  himself  had 
said,  or,  at  all  events,  repeat  what  he 
then  said.  Since  the  matter  was  dis- 
cussed, his  statements  had  been  before 
the  (flasgow  public  and  the  Glas- 
gow School  Board;  and  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Lanark  evidently  held 
a  brief  for  the  School  Board,  he  might 
be  allowed  to  reply  to  what  that  hon. 
Gentleman  had  said.  It  so  happened 
that  the  poinU  which  he  Mr.  Caldwell) 
regarded  as  material  had  not  been  an* 
swered  at  all.  What  were  the  real 
facts?  They  wero  these.  That  they 
had  in  Glasglow  91,000  children  l>etweett 
6  and  13;  snd  that  there  were  only 
31.000  in  full  average  attendance,  while 
40,000  were  daily  absent  That  stata- 
ment  had  not  been  contradicted,  and  ia 
face  of  it,  it  could  not  be  said  that  tha 
Glasgow  School  Board  was  efllcteatly 
carrying  out  the  Compulsory  Clauses  oif 
the  Act.  More  than  that,  he  had  pointed 
out  that,  whereas  in  all  Scotland  they 
had  66*7  of  the  children  between  6  and 
ptsasBt.  t  13  in  daily  averaga  attendaooa,  ia  Olaa 
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gow  the  percentage  was  only  56.  Glas- 
gow, therefore,  was  10  per  cent  below 
the  whole  of  Scotland ;  and  what  he 
complained  of  was  that  Members  of  the 
Sootoh  Education  Department  came  down 
and  made  statements  that  everything  in 
Glasgow  was  highly  satisfactory.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lanark  had  not 
contradicted  the  public  statements  made 
in  that  House,  which,  he  said,  were 
creating  a  great  deal  of  indignation. 
Another  complaint  he  had  to  make  was 
that,  while  tbe  Glasgow  School  Board 
was  undoubtedly  doing  a  great  deal  of 
good  work,  what  they  were  doing  was 
principally  for  the  benefit  of  the  middle 
and  upper  classes.  In  Glasgow  there 
were  only  1,256  children  attending  pri- 
vate schools  who  paid  over  9d,  per  week. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lanark  said 
the  Board  schools  were  so  well  managed 
that  they  were  able  to  undertake  this 
work.  But  that  was  not  the  explana- 
tion. The  explanation  was  that  they 
had  an  unlimited  local  g^ant  and  a  large 
Imperial  g^ant,  and  with  these  and  the 
school  fees  they  were  able  to  drive 
out  all  private  competition.  It  was 
not  the  education  they  gave,  but 
the  lavish  amount  of  money  at  their 
command  which  enabled  them  to  do  this. 
When  he  made  the  remark  that  the 
middle  and  upper  classes  were  receiving 
the  benefit  of  the  Board  schools,  the 
reply  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Mid 
Lanark  was,  **  No."  When  they  found, 
however,  that  the  average  attendance 
was  only  56  per  cent,  they  might  be 
certain  that  the  middle  and  upper  class 
children  would  be  there  almost  to  a 
boy,  and  that  the  deficiency  would  be 
found  among  the  poorer  classes,  which 
represented  a  much  larger  percentage 
than  that  of  all  tho^e  attending  school. 
He  would  only  say  this — that  if,  as  the 
hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lanark  said,  the 
Glasgow  School  Board  were  doing  a 
great  work  among  the  children  for  whom 
the  Act  was  intended,  the  fact  still  re- 
mained that  the  children  were  not  in  the 
schools.  There  were  a  great  number  of 
other  points  to  which  he  would  like  to 
refer ;  but  he  confined  himself  to  tbe 
one  which  had  been  referred  to,  and  he 
re|>eated  that  none  of  his  statements  had 
bcNpn  c<mtradicted. 

Mb.  £.  H.  RUSSELL  (Glasgow, 
Bridgetoo)  said,  he  wished  on  behalf  of 
the  ctty^^ne  division  of  which  he  re- 
pretsnted— to  thank  his  hon  Friend  Ad 


Member  for  Mid  Lanark  (Mr.  Mason) 
for  the  protest  he  had  made  against  the 
complaints  which  had  been  directed 
against  the  School  Board.  He  thought 
the  House  would  recognize  in  the  speech 
that  was  delivered  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  St.  Rollox  Division  of  Glasgow 
(Mr.  Caldwell)  symptoms  of  a  mind 
which  was  a  little  too  much  strained  on 
one  point,  and  which  was  hardly  practi- 
cally directed  to  any  question  of  material 
importance.  It  would  be  found,  if  the 
documents  of  the  Glasgow  School  Board 
were  investigated,  that  the  question 
which  the  hon.  Member  had  brought 
before  the  House  was  never  absent  from 
the  consideration  of  the  Glasgow  School 
Board,  and  that  they  did  not  need  to  be 
instructed  either  in  what  they  should  do 
in  the  matter,  or  in  the  view  thev  should 
take  of  the  shortcomings  of  their  ad- 
ministration. They  knew  perfectly  well 
they  had  to  deal  with  most  peculiar  cir* 
cumstances — the  circumstances  of  a 
population  in  which  it  was  in  the  highest 
degree  difficult,  either  by  compulsion  or 
other  means,  to  obtain  the  regnlar 
attendance  of  considerable  proportions 
of  the  juvenile  community ;  and  they 
were,  on  the  whole,  satisfied  that  they 
were  doing  their  best.  He  wished  to 
bear  testimony  to  the  views  of  his  oon- 
stituency  that  the  Board  had  suooeeded 
as  far  as  circumstances  permitted,  and 
that  they  had  not  been  succeesfbllj 
accused  of  any  deficiencies  in  the  ma« 
chinery  they  applied,  or  in  their  en- 
deavours to  apply  it.  He  trusted  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  would  continue  to 
take  this  view  of  the  matter,  and  he 
was  not  likely  to  fall  into  the  error 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  the  St. 
KoUox  Division  appeared  to  be  guilty  of 
— namely,  of  overlooking  the  very 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  and 
of  applying  a  test  and  criterion  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  Glasgow  School  Board 
which  wa^  not  juH. 

The  SECRETARY  for  SCOTLAND 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  (Manchester,  £.) 
said,  that  this  was  the  last  phase  of  a 
battle  that  had  long  been  waged  be- 
tween the  hon.  Member  for  the  St. 
Rollox  Division  of  Glasgow  and  the 
School  Board  of  that  city.  It  was  not 
his  business  to  pronounce  on  the  atatit> 
tics  that  had  been  brought  before  the 
House.  He  did  not  know  that  he  had 
the  materials  for  dealing  satisfaotorilT 
with  the  question.    If  tM  School  Boara 
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had  failed  in  their  duty  as  mueh  at  the 
hon.  Member  appeared  to  think  thej 
had,  he  ehould  doubt  whether  the  De* 
partment  oTor  which  he  presided  had 
anj  power  of  complaint  in  the  matter. 
It  would  be  eufiicient  for  him  to  say — 
what  tho  hon.  Member  for  8t.  Rolloz 
did  not  deny — that  the  School  Board 
oonaieted  of  a  mciet  energetic,  public- 
epirited,  and  able  bodj  of  gentlemen; 
that  they  deyoted  a  yaat  amount  of  their 
time  and  trouble  to  the  solution  of  thie 
great  educational  question;  and  that 
thej  had  to  deal  with  circumstances  of 
extreme  difficulty— difficulties  greater 
than  those  that  obtained  in  country 
diatricta — with  which  a  comparison  had 
been  instituted.  Having  said  so  much 
he  thought  he  might  leave  that  matter 
to  be  discussed  by  the  Glasgow  School 
Board  when  tbe  facta  and  figures  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  8t.  BoUox  were  pre- 
sented to  them,  as  he  understood  tney 
would  be,  in  an  authenticated  and  com- 
plete  form.  There  was  an  accusation 
against  the  School  Board,  however,  on 
which  he  must  be  allowed  to  say  a  word 
or  two.  The  hon.  Member  for  St. 
Rolloz  had  t«4d  them  that  the  School 
Board  were  devoting  the  rates  to  the 
education  of  the  richer  classes  in  the 
community.  On  the  proper  solution  of 
that  most  difficult  question  he  was  not 
going  to  say  anything ;  but  he  would 
remind  the  hon.  Member  that  the  Glas- 
gow School  lioard  was  a  popularly 
fleeted  body,  and  that  the  working 
classes  of  Glasgow  had  it  in  their  power 
to  alter  its  oonstituttoo  entirely.  There- 
fore, if  they  thought  that  the  public 
funds  were  being  diverted  fiom  the  use 
of  the  poor  to  the  use  of  the  rich,  it 
rested  with  the  poor  majority  to  put  that 
state  of  things  right.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Mid  Lanark  (Mr.  Mason) 
referred  to  the  queetion  of  secondary 
education  ;  and  he  ;Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoor) 
might  romind  him  of  the  fact  that  the 
Government  had  quite  reci«ntly  taken  an 
important  step  in  this  direction  by  ar- 
ranging for  the  Government  inspection 
of  secondary  tchools.  That,  he  thought, 
was  a  great  step  in  advance.  The  sub- 
ject was  one  that  must  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Scotch  Minister  for  Educa- 
tion ;  and  he  could  aseure  the  House  it 
was  one  of  those  sabieota  to  which  he 
aa  devoting  himself   as  far  as  poa- 


ARMT-CnAROER  AOAIlWr  THE  ORD- 
NANCE  DEPARTMENT. 

OaSlRVATIOXS. 

Sia  HENRY  TYLER  (Great  Yar- 
mouth),  who  had  the  following  Notiee 
oo  the  Paper :  — 

**  To  mor^,  ThAt  it  it  esprdient  to  apMnat  s 
Rorml  ( ^ommtMKin,  with  fall  power  to  taJie  evi- 
dence, to  etfi>rd  pruterttoo  to  witaeeeee,  aad  to 
report  oo  aII  mattrrt  that  mar  be  referred  to 
Xhem  in  connectton  with  the  chargee  which 
hare  b<>en  to  cottantlr  and  eu  pertiateotlv 
hrouirht  forward  ai^nel  cvrtAio  brmnchee  of 
the  War  Drpartmeot^" 

said,  the  powers  which  he  now  asked 
for  had  been  conferred  with  great  ad- 
vantage upon  previous  Commissions,  aa^ 
for  example,  various  Election  Petitiona, 
and  the  Sheffield  Commission,  which 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
infamous  nracticee  known  as  **  ratten- 
ing," whicn  disgraced  that  town  some 
jears  sgo.  There  were  cases,  he  con- 
tended, in  which  the  powers  oonvejed 
bj  his  Motion  were  abeolutelj  necea- 
sary ;  and  surelj  the  case  to  inquire 
into  the  charges  against  the  War  De- 
partment was  one  in  point.  It  waa 
always  desirable  to  posseee  such  powers 
when  an  inquirj  was  being  made  into 
alleged  offii  ial  or  other  corruption.  He 
was  very  far  from  suggesting  that  the 
ohargee  of  this  nature  which  had  been 
brought  against  the  War  Department 
were  true ;  but  he  could  imagine  cases, 
such  as  those  of  contrsctors  and  others 
whoee  dealings  were  impugned,  in  which 
full  and  satisfactory  inquiry  could  not 
be  made  unlees  those  powers  were  con- 
ferred. It  could  not  be  expected  that 
any  contractor  would  come  forward  and 
give  evidence  without  being  first  assured, 
under  proper  conditions,  of  protection. 
Therefore,  for  the  sake  of  having  a  fall 
inquiry,  it  was  absolutely  nscessary  thai 
the  Commission  appointed  to  investigata 
the  charges  made  against  the  War 
Department  should  bo  endowed  with 
powers  of  this  deecripfion.  Again* 
every (ine  who  had  been  engaged  in  sadl 
inquinee  knew  the  enotm*'Us  difficultj 
sumstimea  experienced  in  obtaining  taa 
truth  « ithout  taking  evidence  on  oath. 
It  was  not  neceesary  at  all  timea  to  ad» 
minister  the  oath ;  but  the  fact  that  it 
eottld  be  administered  when  the  necea 
eity  aroee  would  greatly  strt nKthen  the 
hands  of  the  Commiseion.  lie,  thara* 
§09%  eontaodad  that  the  CoounisstoA 
AbsiIiI  be  aodowed  with  tha  power  nf 
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takings  evidence  on  oath  if  they  deemed 
it  necessary.     He  apprehended  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  in  appointing 
the  Commission,  had  absolute  faith  in  the 
discretion  and  judgment  of  its  Members. 
If  that  were  so,  why  should  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman    object   to   conferring 
the  powers  asked  for  in  the  Besolution  r 
An  eminent  Judge  had  been  appointed 
to  serve  as  Chairman  of  the  Commission, 
and  he  (Sir  Henry  Tyler)  thought  that 
the  refusal  to  give  these  powers  would 
be  thought  to  imply  some  distrust  in 
that  high  functionary,  and  in  the  Com- 
mission itself.     Surely  the  right   hon. 
Oentleman  was  not  afraid  of  the  Com- 
mission   possessing    this    discretionary 
power.     If  the  powers  to  protect  wit- 
nesses and  to  examine  witnesses  on  oath 
were  not  given,  would  it  not  be  possible 
to  place  it  in  the  power  of  those  who 
brought  the  charges  to  say,  afterwards, 
that  Uiey  had  not  had  fair  play  on  the 
Commission  ?    Would  they  not  say  that 
they  were  unable  to  bring  forward  their 
charges,  that  and  they  had  no  opportunity 
of  proving  their  case  r  Therefore,  he  held 
that  it  was  desirable  that  if  they  had 
a  case  it  should  be  inquired  into  fully 
and  thoroughly.     Though,    of  course, 
he  did  not  know  of  his  own  knowledge 
what  position  those  who  made  allega- 
tions were  in  with  regard  to  proof,  at 
all  events  he  considered  they  should  be 
afforded  an  opportunity  of  proving  their 
case ;  and  if  they  were  unable  to  prove 
it,  then  let  them  be  hanged  upon  the 
highest  moral  gibbet  that  could  be  pro- 
vided   for    them.     The   charges   made 
were  twofold.    First,  it  was  alleged  that 
the  Government  bad  provided  inefficient 
warlike  supplies  and  stores ;  and  if  this 
were  the  case,  as  there  was  too  much 
reason  to  fear,  it  was  only  right  that 
the  attention  of  the  Department  should 
be  called  to  the  fact,  so  that  the  Adminis- 
tration might  be   improved.     He  was 
afraid  that  in  the  near  future  they  might 
have  wars  of  a  serious  nature.     There 
were  clouds  arising  in  the  East  of  a  most 
threatening  character.     How  coidd  we 
expect  our  soldiers  and  sailors  to  fight 
to  the  best  advantage  without  having 
trusty  weapons,  proper  food,  and  suit- 
able provision  ?    How  could  we  expect 
gr«*at  results  from  our  Navy  if  the  guns 
with  which  it  was  armed  were  more  dan- 
fferous  to  those  standing  at  their  side  or 
behind  them  than  they  were  to  those  in 
fiont  of  them  ?    How  oould  our  soldiers 
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make  the  best  use  of  their  weapons  if 
the    projectiles  with  which  they  were 
loaded  '* jammed"   in   action?      Hoir 
could  our  Cavalry  be  well  mounted  un- 
less they  were   supplied  with  saddles 
or  other  equipment  of  good  materials 
and    approved    pattern?    He  had  no 
doubt  most  hon.  Members  had  read  the 
report  of  the  scandalous  neglect  which 
had  occurred  during  the  Egyptian  Cam- 
paign, when  it  was  proved  oefure  a  Par- 
liamentary Committee  that  the  hay  sup* 
plied  was  rotten  and  useless,  and  was 
full  of  bricks,  stones,  old  iron,  and  wisps 
of  straw ;   the  flour  supplied  would  not 
make  good  bread;  and  out  of  £13,900 
paid  for  flour  there  was  a  loss  amount- 
ing to  £5,476.     Those    were  matters 
into  which  there  should  be  a  full  and 
impartial    inquiry ;    but    that    inquiry 
could    not    be    satisfactory  unless  the 
Royal  Commission  which  he  asked  for 
were  endowed    with    the    powers    set 
forth  in  his  Motion,  and  which  he  now 
asked  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  to  grant   He  (Sir 
Henry  Tyler)  did  not  think  that  there 
oould  be  a  more  unsatisfactory  Beport 
than  that  which  emanated  from  so  emi- 
nent a  set  of  men  as  those  who  reported 
into  the  causes  which  led  to  the  bursting 
of  the    CoiUngwood  gun.     A  more  un- 
satisfactory Report  he  had  never  read. 
Indeed,  it  was  what  might  be  called  a 
reduetio  ad  ah*urdum  Report.     If  that  Be- 
port were  to  be  relied    upon  and  de* 
pended  upon,  it  would  lead  to  the  ap- 
prehension that  there  was  not  a  gim 
now  in  the  Navy  which  was  suitable  for 
the  service.  However,  he  thought  he  had 
shown  cause  enough  why  the  oompLsints 
and  charges  which  had  been  made  should 
be  thoroughly    investigated  and  folly 
threshed  out.     He,  for  one,  until  the 
serious  charges  of  corruption  that  had 
been  made  had  been  proved,  would  not 
believe  them.     He    was    much  struck 
with  the  statement  made  the  other  night 
by  the  late  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
(Mr.  Campbell- Bannerm an)  to  the  effect 
that  when  he  was  in  Office  he  had  beea 
pestered  by  the  officers  of  the  War  De- 
partment to  allow  such  an  inquiry  to  be 
undertaken,  and  he  could  quite  under- 
stand that  any  Department  against  which 
such  serious  charges  had   been  made 
ought  to  be  willing  and  anxious  to  sub- 
mit to  a  full  and  satisfactory  investiga- 
tion in  order  to  clear  itself ;  and  if  ibis 
were  fairly  done  it  would  have  the  eflbel» 
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oa  dinproof  of  the  chBrg^.  of  throwing 
oblwjuj  apoa  thoM  who  had  Tvotunnl 
to  mako  ttatf^mentii  which  wore  pror^ 
untrue.  Unletm  the  r«>mmiMion  to  be 
appointed  were  granted  the  full  powers 
he  anked  for,  ho  felt  conTinctMl  that  ite 
limited  powers  and  authority  muAt  do- 
phre  it  of  the  great  weight  which  it 
ought  to  have.  He  thought  that  the 
Minister  for  War  should,  for  this  reaaon, 
grant  a  full  and  searching  inquiry ; 
and  if  this  were  conceded  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemsn  tho  Secretary  of  Btate  for 
War  would  not  be  pestered  to  the  ex- 
tent he  now  was  for  complete  and  tho- 
rough iuTeetigation.  It  was  neoeasary, 
in  the  int<>rest  of  the  country  and  of  the 
Serf  ice  and  of  the  Department  inTolred, 
that  the  inquiry  should  take  place  with- 
out delav,  and  that  the  Commisaioo 
should  not  have  to  wait  for  another 
Seeaion  to  ask  for  further  powera.  Let 
there  be  no  desire  whatever  to  conceal 
the  truth ;  and  in  order  to  preTont  all 
auspicion  of  this  the  Minister  for  War 
should  make  certain  that  the  inquiry 
about  to  be  held  should  be  a  full,  fair, 
and  impartial  inquiry,  ao  that  it  might 
be  admitted  afterwards  with  uniTeraal 
consent  that  ju»tic<«  had  been  done. 

Mr.  WADDY  (Lincolnshire,  Brigg) 
said,  he  d<Mir<»d  to  add  a  few  worda  to 
what  had  beon  said  in  support  of  a 
thorough  inijuiry  by  the  Royal  Com- 
mission  on  Military  Administration.  The 
real  state  of  the  matter  did  not  ajipear 
to  be  thoroughly  appreciated  by  tnose 
who  had  authority  to  deal  with  it.  The 
GoTemment  were  not  at  all  meeting  the 
case  which  had  b^en  brought  before  the 
public  and  the  House  by  calling  upon 
the  gallant  oAcer  whoee  name  haid  been 
mentioned  to  take  upon  himself  the 
burden  of  making  a  public  attack  upon 
certain  p<*rsons  who  he  believed  ought 
to  be  asaailed.  It  was  a  task  of  the 
higheet  chiralry  to  attack  what  was  be- 
lif*red  to  be  an  almoet  organixed  band 
of  c<irru[)tors,  and  a  man  might  very 
wf»ll  U*  excused  from  undertaking  such  a 
ta^k  He  had  nerer  seen  Colonel  Hope 
till  the  other  dar.  when  he  deeired  to 
find  out  the  real  chargee  that  had  been 
made.  That  disunguiahed  officer  had 
made  public  charges  of  corruption,  con- 
spiracy, and  faTouritism,  and  he  had 
put  them  in  the  form  of  a  statutory  de- 
claratton.  It  waa  alleged  to  be  theeoo- 
sequence  of  thia  oormptioB  that  we  had 
CArliidfaa  jaouoad,  bayooata  thai  beat. 


and  swords  that  broke  and  would  not 
cut  It  was  Tital  to  the  public  interesta 
that  we  iihould  gt*t  at  the  Imttom  of  the 
matter.  It  was  said  the  charg*»s  were 
not  sufficiently  detinito;  but  nothing 
could  be  more  de6iiite  than  the  chargea 
of  corruption,  faTouritinm.  and  con- 
spiracy. Thoy  Were  face  to  face  with 
this  C^harges  of  a  graTe  character  were 
made;  and  they  were  told  by  Colon*d 
Hope  that  if  a  CommiMiion  were  ap- 
pointe<l,  with  power  to  grant  certifiratct 
of  indfrnnity,  he  would  undertake  to 
proTe  the  factn  from  the  mouths  of  un- 
willing witnesses.  The  answer  which 
the  GoTemroent  gare  to  that  was  that 
they  would  gire  a  Commission,  but  not 
a  Commission  with  the  necessary  powers. 
That  wa«  a  kind  of  thing  that  could  not 
be  allowed  to  go  on  There  would  be 
plenty  of  time  during  the  coming  Vaca- 
tion, short  though  it  might  be,  to  carry 
on  the  inquiry  by  a  Commission  having 

C roper  powers.  Charges  had  been  flung 
roadcast  by  Colonel  Hope,  which,  if 
they  could  not  be  justified,  ought  to 
catise  him  to  be  held  up,  not  merely  to 
ridicule,  but  almoat  to  public  infamy. 
But  to  ask  a  private  individual  to  fight 
single-  handed  with  these  charges  agatnal 
high-placed  officials  who  were  not  made 
known  to  the  country  or  the  Govern* 
ment  was  to  ask  something  which  ta 
theae  days  even  the  moet  chivalroua 
might  be  excused  from  undertaking. 
If  the  Government  did  not  give  the 
Commiseion  the  nece^«ary  powers  to  in- 
veetigate  these  charges  they  would  be 
charged  with  burking  the  inquiry, 
though  he  was  sure  there  was  no  such 
intention  on  their  part.  They  would  be 
charged  with  stifling  an  inquiry  which 
was  of  the  most  vital  importance  to  the 
country.  What  he  appealed  to  the  Go- 
vernment to  do  waa  to  adopt  the  same 
machinery  that  had  been  adopted  in  the 
case  of  Sheffield,  and  that  waa  atill  in 
force  at  the  hearing  of  Election  Peti- 
tions, in  onler  to  get  at  the  bottom  of 
these  terrible  chargee-^chargea  so  vital 
to  the  country. 

Tub  attorney  GENERAL  (Sir 
Ri(*U4ai>  WKBerxB  (lale  of  Weight) 
asked  the  House  to  allow  him.  in  a  few 
words,  to  put  before  them  a  true  atat** 
meot  of  facta  in  this  matter,  and  to  point 
out  how  extraordinarv  and  utterly  ua« 
precedented  waa  the  demand  now  made 
upon  the  Government  in  reference  to  iba 
Ewjal  Ccxnauaaon.    The  demand  aadU 
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was  that  powers  should  be  giren  to  this 
Boyal  Oommission,  in  addition  to  the 
power  of  summoning  witnesses,  to  in- 
demnify the  witnesses  against  their  own 
misconduct  which  they  might  disclose. 
That  power  was  only  given  in  the  rarest 
cases.  It  was  only  under  the  most  ex- 
ceptional circumstances  and  in  the 
strongest  possible  case  that  any  such 
powers  ought  to  be  given  ;  and  he 
would  point  out  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  who  had  just  spoken  that  he 
had  failed  absolutely  to  show  the  slightest 
ground  for  inducing  the  Government  to 
give  such  powers  to  the  Commission  in 
this  case.  With  regard  to  the  prece- 
dent of  the  Sheffield  Commission  p  the 
case  was  one  where  during  20  years 
outrages  had  been  going  on  against 
working  men,  and  both  masters  and 
workmen  combined  together  to  ask  Par- 
liament for  these  special  powers,  and 
they  were  only  granted  after  strong  pro- 
test in  both  Houses.  They  were  granted 
not  to  protect  misconduct  in  the  past, 
but  to  prevent  outrages  in  the  future. 
In  the  case,  also,  of  Election  Petitions  the 
powers  were  given  for  the  purpose  of 
insuring  purity  of  election  in  the  future 
in  the  particular  towns  concerned.  He 
could  say,  without  fear  of  contradiction, 
that  there  was  no  case  in  which  such  an 
indemnity  had  been  asked  for  or  granted, 
except  where  there  had  been  sound  and 
substantial  grounds  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment of  existing  and  known  evils  which 
could  only  be  met  and  dealt  with  by 
the  machinery  of  a  Commission  having 
such  powers.  He  only  wished  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  had  taken  a 
little  more  pains  to  find  out  from  Colonel 
Hope  what  the  real  g^st  of  the  case  made 
by  these  three  gentlemen  was.  Instead 
of  there  being  before  the  Government 
any  allegation  showing  that  this  whole- 
sale corruption  and  conspiracy  existed, 
or  anything  to  justify  them  in  putting 
men  who  had  been  25  years  in  the  Ser- 
vice upon  their  trial,  three  men,  and 
three  only — Mr.  Armit,  Colonel  Hope, 
and  Mr.  Lynall  Thomas — had,  in  Me- 
morials which  he  might,  without  dis- 
closing anything,  say  were  sing^arly 
alike,  alleged  in  general  terms  that  this 
corruption  and  this  conspiracy  existed. 
Acting  on  the  advice  of  the  Solicitor  Ge- 
neral and  himself,  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  had  stated  to  these  gentlemen 
tkat  if  they  would  in  confidence  give 
name,  date,  and  oircomttanoe,  he  would 

Sir  Richard  WiMir 


undertake  to  investigate  the  matter  him- 
self. The  Government  required  no  one 
to  push  them  on  in  this  matter.  What 
was  the  answer  received  ?  These  gentle^ 
men,  who  had  been  so  willing  at  no  risk 
to  themselves  to  bandy  about  these  kind 
of  charges,  had  declined  to  do  so,  because 
the  information  was  only  communicated 
to  them  on  condition  that  they  would 
not  disclose  it  except  to  a  Boyal  Com* 
mission  possessing  the  power  to  in- 
demnify the  witnesses.  Would  the 
House,  for  a  moment,  be  justified  in 
paying  attention  to  charges  so  made 
against  well-tried  servants  who  had 
served  under  successive  Secretaries  of 
State  for  War  ?  He  thought  that  any 
Government  would  be  justified  in  saying 
that  they  declined  to  take  this  extra- 
ordinary step — a  step  which  was  only 
justified  under  circumstances  of  the 
greatest  necessity — without  having  be- 
fore them  that  primd  fads  case,  that  evi- 
dence which  would  justify  any  lawyer  in 
framing  a  charge.  There  was  nothing  in 
any  one  of  these  allegations  which  ooold 
have  enabled  any  charge  to  be  framed, 
either  civil  or  criminal,  against  the  per- 
sons supposed  to  be  implicated.  Colonel 
Hope  had  the  remedy  m  his  own  hands. 
That  gentleman  was  able  to  put  the 
people  of  this  country  in  possession  of 
what  he  had  made  known  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War.  He  had,  how- 
ever, a  shrewd  suspicion  that  Colonel 
Hope,  who  had,  through  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  stated  that  he  was 
not  prepared  to  carry  on  this  fight  single- 
handed,  was  desirous  to  get  these  state- 
ments made  through  a  Gktvemment  offi- 
cial, so  that  a  plea  of  privilege  could  be 
set  up,  and  that  he  dared  not  place  his 
charges  before  his  countrymen,  thongh 
he  had  been  willing  enough  to  send 
them  through  secret  channels,  where 
they  would  not  be  made  public.  It 
was  perfectly  well  known  that  some 
of  the  transactions  referred  to  happened 
as  far  back  as  25  years  ago — transac- 
tions which,  as  was  also  known,  had 
been  inquired  into  at  the  time,  and 
had  been  found  to  furnish  no  facts  upon 
which  the  Government  could  proceed. 
Three  gentlemen  had  made  these 
charges.  First,  there  was  Mr.  Armit. 
The  House  knew  that  at  this  moment 
there  was  an  action  for  libel  pending  in 
which  the  firm  of  Sir  William  Arm- 
strong were  plaintiffs  and  Mr.  Armil 
the  defendant,  and  in  which  the  sob* 
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oa  disproof  of  the  charges,  of  throwing 
obloquy  upon  those  who  had  ventured 
to  make  statements  which  were  proved 
untrue.  Unless  the  Commission  to  be 
appointed  were  granted  the  full  powers 
he  asked  for,  he  felt  convinced  that  its 
limited  powers  and  authority  must  de- 
prive it  of  the  great  weight  which  it 
ought  to  have.  He  thought  that  the 
Minister  for  War  should,  for  this  reason, 
grant  a  full  and  searching  inquiry ; 
and  if  this  were  conceded  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  would  not  be  pestered  to  the  ex- 
tent he  now  was  for  complete  and  tho- 
rough investigation.  It  was  necessary, 
in  the  interest  of  the  country  and  of  the 
Service  and  of  the  Department  involved, 
that  the  inquiry  should  take  place  with- 
out delay,  and  that  the  Commission 
should  not  have  to  wait  for  another 
Session  to  ask  for  further  powers.  Let 
there  be  no  desire  whatever  to  conceal 
the  truth ;  and  in  order  to  prevent  all 
suspicion  of  this  the  Minister  for  War 
should  make  certain  that  the  inquiry 
about  to  be  held  should  be  a  full,  fair, 
and  impartial  inquiry,  so  that  it  might 
be  admitted  afterwards  with  universal 
consent  that  justice  had  been  done. 

Mr.  WADDY  (Lincolnshire,  Brigg) 
said,  he  desired  to  add  a  few  words  to 
what  had  been  said  in  support  of  a 
thorough  inquiry  by  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Military  Administration.  The 
real  state  of  the  matter  did  not  appear 
to  be  thoroughly  appreciated  by  those 
who  had  authority  to  deal  with  it.  The 
Government  were  not  at  all  meeting  the 
case  which  had  been  brought  before  the 
public  and  the  House  by  calling  upon 
the  gallant  officer  whose  name  had  been 
mentioned  to  take  upon  himself  the 
burden  of  making  a  public  attack  upon 
certain  persons  who  he  believed  ought 
to  be  assailed.  It  was  a  task  of  the 
highest  chivalry  to  attack  what  was  be- 
lieved to  be  an  almost  organized  band 
of  corruptors,  and  a  man  might  very 
well  be  excused  from  undertaking  such  a 
task.  He  had  never  seen  Colonel  Hope 
till  the  other  day,  when  he  desired  to 
find  out  the  real  charges  that  had  been 
made.  That  distinguished  officer  had 
made  public  charges  of  corruption,  con- 
spiracy, and  favouritism,  and  he  had 
put  them  in  the  form  of  a  statutory  de- 
claration. It  was  alleged  to  be  the  con- 
sequence of  this  corruption  that  we  had 
cartridges  jammed,  bayonets  that  bent, 


and  swords  that  broke  and  would  not 
cut.  It  was  vital  to  the  public  interests 
that  we  should  get  at  the  bottom  of  the 
matter.  It  was  said  the  charges  were 
not  sufficiently  definite;  but  nothing 
could  be  more  definite  than  the  charges 
of  corruption,  favouritism,  and  con* 
spiracy.  They  were  face  to  face  with 
this.  Charges  of  a  grave  character  were 
made;  and  they  were  told  by  Colonel 
Hope  that  if  a  Commission  were  ap- 
pointed, with  power  to  grant  certificates 
of  indemnity,  he  woidd  undertake  to 
prove  the  facts  from  the  mouths  of  un- 
willing witnesses.  The  answer  which 
the  Government  gave  to  that  was  that 
they  would  give  a  Commission,  but  not 
a  Commission  with  the  necessary  powers. 
That  was  a  kind  of  thing  that  could  not 
be  allowed  to  go  on.  There  would  be 
plenty  of  time  during  the  coming  Vaca- 
tion, short  though  it  might  be,  to  carry 
on  the  inquiry  by  a  Commission  having 
proper  powers.  Charges  had  been  flung 
broadcast  by  Colonel  Hope,  which,  if 
they  could  not  be  justified,  ought  to 
cause  him  to  be  held  up,  not  merely  to 
ridicule,  but  almost  to  public  infamy. 
But  to  ask  a  private  individual  to  fight 
single-handed  with  these  charges  against 
high-placed  officials  who  were  not  made 
known  to  the  country  or  the  Govern- 
ment was  to  ask  something  which  in 
these  days  even  the  most  chivalrous 
might  be  excused  from  undertaking. 
If  the  Government  did  not  give  the 
Commission  the  necessary  powers  to  in- 
vestigate these  charges  they  would  be 
charged  with  burking  the  inquiry, 
though  he  was  sure  there  was  no  such 
intention  on  their  part.  They  would  be 
charged  with  stifling  an  inquiry  which 
was  of  the  most  vital  importance  to  the 
country.  What  he  appealed  to  the  Go- 
vernment to  do  was  to  adopt  the  same 
machinery  that  had  been  adopted  in  the 
case  of  Sheffield,  and  that  was  still  in 
force  at  the  hearing  of  Election  Peti- 
tions, in  order  to  get  at  the  bottom  of 
these  terrible  charges — charges  so  vital 
to  the  country. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
Richard  Webster)  (Isle  of  Wight) 
asked  the  House  to  allow  him,  in  a  few 
words,  to  put  before  them  a  true  state- 
ment of  facts  in  this  matter,  and  to  point 
out  how  extraordinary  and  utterly  un- 
precedented was  the  demand  now  made 
upon  the  GK>yemment  in  reference  to  the 
aojdX  Oommianon.    The  demand  made 
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the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
had  on  a  former  occasion  treated  him 
with  scant  courtesy  when  he  asked  what 
steps  he  had  taken  to  ascertain  the  facts. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
said  he  had  taken  none,  but  had  acted 
on  the  information  of  Mr.  Lewis.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
also  stated  that  he  had  no  jurisdiction, 
and  that  it  was  a  simple  case  for  the 
magistrates  to  adjudicate  upon  of  their 
own  free  will.  But  the  fact  was  there 
never  was  a  person  committed  to  f^aol 
in  Ireland  under  the  Act  of  Edward  III., 
except  by  the  direct  action  of  the  autho- 
rities in  Dublin  without  consulting  the 
Resident  Maf^istrates  on  the  question  of 
bail  at  all.  That  was  a  matter  of  noto- 
riety. The  magistrates  were  never  left 
to  their  own  discretion  in  such  matters, 
and  he  was  astonished  at  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  attempting  to  mis- 
lead the  House.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  admitted  that  Father 
Fahy  had  been  sent  to  gaol  owing  to 
the  pressure  of  Mr.  Blake,  the  Sessional 
Grown  Prosecutor  for  Gtdway,  who  was 
also  Mr.  Lewie's  private  law  agent.  He 
was  the  man  who  proceeded  against  the 
very  tenants  whom  Father  Fahy  was 
trying  to  get  terms  for.  And  what  se- 
curity had  the  people  there  that  this 
was  not  a  conspiracy — as  he  believed  it 
was  a  conspiracy — entered  into  between 
Mr.  Lewis  and  his  own  private  law 
agent,  who  was,  at  the  same  time,  agent 
for  the  Attorney  General  as  Sessional 
Grown  Prosecutor  ?  A  more  scandalous 
travesty  of  justice  could  not  be  imagined. 
Father  Fahy  denied  that  he  had  said  a 
single  word  about  dynamite.  He  had 
received  the  following  telegram  from 
the  rev.  gentleman  yesterday  in  reply  to 
a  question  as  to  whether  any  evidence 
was  brought  against  him  : — 

"  No  eridence  whatever  waf  brought.  I 
absolutely  deny  usin?  the  language  imputed. 
It  ia  a  baaeless  fahncation.  Blake  tried  to 
have  me  sent  to  gaol,  and  Blake  is  Ijewi8*8 
private  law  agent.*' 

He  had  also  a  telegram  from  Father 
Fahy's  solicitor  saying  the  same  thing, 
and  he  had  confirmation  of  that  fact 
from  several  other  sources.  The  facts 
were  very  simple.  The  rule  was  taken 
by  direction  of  the  Castle  at  the  solicita- 
tion of  Mr.  Lewis,  whose  law  agent 
overruled  the  discretion  of  the  magis- 
trates, and  no  attempt  was  made  by  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman   to 

Mr.THlUm 


inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  charge. 
What  he  wanted  to  know  was  whether 
this  unfortunate  man  was  to  be  left  in 
f^aol  for  six  months  without  trial  on  a 
charge  which  he  asserted  to  be  false — a 
trumped- up  conspiracy  between  the  land- 
lord and  his  private  law  agent,  and  was 
no  investigation  to  be  held  and  no  jus- 
tice done  ? 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity)  said,  he  hoped  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers would  acquit  him  of  discourtesy  if 
he  declined  to  re-enter  at  length  into  this 
case.  The  House  was  aware  that  it  had 
been  discussed  three  times  already,  and 
at  very  considerable  length  on  the  Esti- 
mates, and  on  that  occasion  he  had 
made  four  speeches  on  this  very  subject. 
The  statement  which  he  made  then  was 
the  only  statement  which  he  could  make 
now.  That  statement  was  the  founda- 
tion of  this  prosecution,  and  he  assured 
the  House  that  he  had  acted  in  the  case 
as  it  had  been  the  custom  for  every 
Public  Prosecutor  to  act  in  similar  oir* 
cumstances.  Every  prosecution  was 
based  upon  a  complaint  made  by  the 
person  who  considered  himself  aggrieved. 
Having  ascertained  that  there  was  a 
primd  facie  case  against  Father  Fahy, 
he  instructed  the  Sessional  Crown  Soli* 
citor,  the  only  officer  he  could  employ, 
to  proceed  in  the  ordinary  manner. 

Mb.  DILLON  said,  the  Grown  Soli. 
citor  pressed  for  a  rule  of  bail  in  oppoai- 
tion  to  the  express  wish  of  the  presiding 
magistrate. 

Mr.  HOLMES  replied,  that  the 
was  not  one  of  bail  in  the  ordinary 
of  the  word,  and  it  was  perfectly  well 
known  that  when  a  case  was  not  re- 
turned for  trial  the  Crown  Solicitor 
could  only  act  in  one  way.  In  this  ease 
Father  Fahy  was  not  returned  for  trial. 
[An  hon.  Member:  Why?]  Why,  it 
might  be  that  he  was  perfectly  justified 
in  not  giving  bail ;  but  the  Crown  did 
not  oppose  an  application  for  bail.  On 
the  contrary,  the  Crown  invited  Father 
Fahy  to  g^ve  bail,  and  he  refused  to  do 
so.  The  case  had  been  heard  in  the 
ordinary  way,  and,  a  decision  having 
been  given,  the  Attorney  General  had 
no  more  power  to  interfere  than  was 
possessed  by  any  other  Member  of  that 
House. 

Mb.  SHAW  LEFEVKE  (Bradford, 
Central)  said,  he  quite  agreed  that  this 
was  a  question  now  rather  for  the  Oo« 
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stantial  matter  of  the  charges  was  to  be 
the  subject  of  discussion.  With  regard 
to  Mr.  Lynall  Thomas,  it  was  well 
known  to  the  House  that  he  was  a 
gentleman  who  had  a  grieyance  against 
the  Government  for  a  great  many  years, 
which  he  had  made  the  subject  of  a 
petition  of  right  before  Chief  Baron 
Kelly  and  a  special  jury,  and  theOourts 
of  Law  had  decided  against  him.  In  the 
case  of  Colonel  Hope,  also,  it  was  com- 
mon knowledge  that  he  was  one  of  those 
gentlemen  who  considered  that  he  had 
been  hardly  treated  by  the  Department 
because  it  had  not  adopted  his  gun.  He 
ventured  to  think  that  when  this  matter 
came  to  be  inquired  into  there  would 
not  be  much  difficulty  in  the  Hoyal  Com- 
mission getting  at  the  real  truth.  It 
had  been  stated  that  the  proposed  in- 
quiry would  be  absolutely  abortive  un- 
less the  indemnity  asked  for  was  given. 
Why  thehon.  Members  had  made  that  as- 
sertion, and  on  what  grounds,  be  was  at 
a  loss  to  conceive,  because  they  both 
said  that  they  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
charges.  But  if  a  tithe  of  what  Colonel 
Hope  put  into  general  language — such 
as  •*  wholesale  conspiracy,"  ''organized 
band  of  corrupters,"  and  **  conspiracy 
between  the  highest  officials  " — existed, 
the  Hoyal  Commission  would  have  no 
difficulty  whatever  in  finding  the  facts 
out.  The  Government  had,  moreover, 
provided  against  any  possibility  of  a  mis- 
carriage of  justice.  By  the  terms  of  the 
Commission  an  express  direction  had 
been  given  that  if  the  Commissioners 
found  that  they  could  not  get  at  the 
truth  and  desired  to  have  further 
powers  they  were  to  apply  to  the  Go- 
vernment to  give  them.  One  of  the 
ablest  Judges  on  the  Bench  had  charge 
of  the  matter  ;  and  if  a  case  should  arise 
in  which  a  witness  refused  to  give  evi- 
dence which  might  incriminate  him, 
there  might  be  the  colour  of  a  founda- 
tion for  granting  the  special  powers 
asked  for.  Full  powers  could  be  given 
without  an  Act  of  Parliament,  although, 
of  course,  a  Royal  Commission  could  not 
commit  for  contempt.  He  ventured  to 
say  that  those  responsible  in  the  matter, 
and  particularly  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  had  gone  to  the  fullest  extent, 
under  the  circumstances,  having  re- 
gard to  the  vague  charges  which  had 
been  made.  The  Government  had 
not  issued  the  Commission  to  Colonel 
Hope.      It    had  issued    the    GommiB- 


sion  because  the  Government  recog- 
nized the  existence  of  a  state  of  things 
which  called  for  inquiry ;  it  was  certain 
that  some  guns  burst  and  that  some 
stores  were  not  satisfactory.  It  had, 
therefore,  been  determined  early  in  the 
Session  that  there  should  be  the  fullest 
investigation.  He  only  wished  that  the 
hon.  and  gallant  and  the  hon.  and 
learned  Members  who  had  spoken  had 
the  same  knowledge  of  the  facts  of  the 
case  as  had  the  Government.  He  only 
hoped  that  the  House  and  the  country 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  judging  of 
the  nature  of  the  charges  made,  and  of 
the  language  in  which  those  charges 
were  couched.  He  must  say,  what  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  had  said  more 
than  once,  that  it  would  be  very  strange 
if  Colonel  Hope,  having  made  it  a  condi- 
tion that  the  document  should  be  re- 
turned on  the  10th  of  September,  were 
to  put  it  in  his  pocket  and  let  nothing 
more  be  heard  about  it.  If  Colonel 
Hope  made  these  charges  he  must  bear 
the  penalty.  It  was  only  fair  that  any- 
one who  made  such  charges  should  bear 
the  penalty.  The  outside  that  the  Go- 
vernment could  do  was  to  give  an  oppor- 
tunity to  persons  to  bring  forward  tiieir 
complaints  before  the  Boyal  Commis- 
sion ;  but  they  could  not  g^  out  of  their 
way  to  libel  servants,  against  whom  they 
knew  nothing,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting those  who  stabbed  in  the  dark. 
It  would  be  an  abuse  of  their  power,  and, 
in  fact,  unprecedented,  to  grant  the  Com- 
mission power  to  indemnify  witnesses. 
He  was  sure  the  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
bad  brought  this  subject  forward  had  no 
other  object  in  view  than  that  it  might 
be  fully  and  fairly  understood  by  the 
public;  but  he  must  repeat  that  no 
further  steps  could  be  taken  as  long  as 
men  declined  to  give  names  and  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  charge. 

LAW  AND  JUSTICE  (IRELAND)-IMPRI- 
SONMENT  OF  FATHER  FAHY. 

OBSESVATIOKS. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.)  said,  he  felt 
it  his  duty  again  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  case  of  Father  Fahj, 
who  was  lying  in  prison  without  trial 
by  the  direct  action  of  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland.  He  believed  that 
Father  Fahy  was  as  innocent  of  the 
charges  preferred  against  him  as  any 
man  in  that  House.    He  most  say  that 
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the  right  hon.  and  learned  G-entleman 
had  on  a  former  occasion  treated  him 
with  scant  courtesy  when  he  asked  what 
steps  he  had  taken  to  ascertain  the  facts. 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
said  he  had  taken  none,  but  had  acted 
on  the  information  of  Mr.  Lewis.  The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
also  stated  that  he  had  no  jurisdiction, 
and  that  it  was  a  simple  case  for  the 
magistrates  to  adjudicate  upon  of  their 
own  free  will.  But  the  fact  was  there 
never  was  a  person  committed  to  gaol 
in  Ireland  under  the  Act  of  Edward  in., 
except  by  the  direct  action  of  the  autho- 
rities in  Dublin  without  consulting  the 
Besident  Magistrates  on  the  question  of 
bail  at  all.  That  was  a  matter  of  noto- 
riety. The  magistrates  were  never  left 
to  their  own  discretion  in  such  matters, 
and  he  was  astonished  at  the  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  attempting  to  mis- 
lead the  House.  The  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  admitted  that  Father 
Fahy  had  been  sent  to  gaol  owing  to 
the  pressure  of  Mr.  Blake,  the  Sessional 
Crown  Prosecutor  for  Galway,  who  was 
also  Mr.  Lewie's  private  law  agent.  He 
was  the  man  who  proceeded  against  the 
very  tenants  whom  Father  Fahy  was 
trying  to  get  terms  for.  And  what  se- 
curity had  the  people  there  that  this 
was  not  a  conspiracy — as  he  believed  it 
was  a  conspiracy — entered  into  between 
Mr.  Lewis  and  his  own  private  law 
agent,  who  was,  at  the  same  time,  agent 
for  the  Attorney  General  as  Sessional 
Grown  Prosecutor  ?  A  more  scandalous 
travesty  of  justice  could  not  be  imagined. 
Father  Fahy  denied  that  he  had  said  a 
single  word  about  dynamite.  He  had 
received  the  following  telegram  from 
the  rev.  gentleman  yesterday  in  reply  to 
a  question  as  to  whether  any  evidence 
was  brought  against  him  : — 

"  No  evidence  whatever  was  brought.  I 
absolutely  deny  using  the  language  imputed. 
It  is  a  baseless  fabrication.  Blake  tried  to 
have  me  sent  to  gaol,  and  Blake  is  Lewises 
private  law  agent." 

He  had  also  a  telegram  from  Father 
Fahy^s  solicitor  saying  the  same  thing, 
and  he  had  confirmation  of  that  fact 
from  several  other  sources.  The  facts 
were  very  simple.  The  rule  was  taken 
by  direction  of  the  Castle  at  the  solicita- 
tion of  Mr.  Lewis,  whose  law  agent 
overruled  the  discretion  of  the  magis- 
trates, and  no  attempt  was  made  by  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman   to 

Mr.  Dillon 


inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  oliarge. 
What  he  wanted  to  know  was  whether 
this  unfortunate  man  was  to  be  left  in 
gaol  for  six  months  without  trial  on  a 
charge  which  he  asserted  to  be  false^a 
trumped-up  conspiracy  between  the  land- 
lord and  his  private  law  agent,  and  was 
no  investigation  to  be  held  and  no  jus- 
tice done  ?  

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  foe 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Holmes)  (Dublin  Uni- 
versity) said,  he  hoped  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers would  acquit  him  of  discoartesy  if 
he  declined  to  re-enter  at  length  into  this 
case.  The  House  was  aware  that  it  had 
been  discussed  three  times  already,  and 
at  very  considerable  length  on  the  Esti- 
mates, and  on  that  occasion  he  had 
made  four  speeches  on  this  very  subject. 
The  statement  which  he  made  then  was 
the  only  statement  which  he  could  make 
now.  That  statement  was  the  founda- 
tion of  this  prosecution,  and  he  assured 
the  House  that  he  had  acted  in  the  case 
as  it  had  been  the  custom  for  STerj 
Public  Prosecutor  to  act  in  similar  cir- 
cumstances. Every  prosecution  was 
based  upon  a  complaint  made  by  the 
person  who  considered  himself  aggriered. 
Having  ascertained  that  there  was  a 
primd  fame  case  against  Father  Fahy, 
he  instructed  the  Sessional  Crown  Soli- 
citor, the  only  o£B.cer  he  could  employ, 
to  proceed  in  the  ordinary  manner. 

Me.  DILLON  said,  the  Grown  Soli- 
citor pressed  for  a  rule  of  bail  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  express  wish  of  the  presiding 
magistrate. 

Mr.  holmes  replied,  that  the  ease 
'  was  not  one  of  bail  in  the  ordinary  sense 
of  the  word,  and  it  was  perfectly  well 
known  that  when  a  case  was  not  re- 
turned for  trial  the  Grown  Solicitor 
could  only  act  in  one  way.  In  this  cass 
Father  Fahy  was  not  returned  for  triaL 
[An  hon.  Member:  Why?]  Why,  it 
might  be  that  ho  was  perfectly  justified 
in  not  giving  bail ;  but  the  Crown  did 
not  oppose  an  application  for  bail.  On 
the  contrary,  the  Crown  invited  Father 
Fahy  to  give  bail,  and  he  refused  to  do 
60.  The  case  had  been  heard  in  the 
ordinary  way,  and,  a  decision  haTing 
been  given,  the  Attorney  General  had 
no  more  power  to  interfere  than  was 
possessed  by  any  other  Member  of  that 
House. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVKE  (Bradfoid, 
Central)  said,  he  quite  agreed  that  this 
was  a  question  now  rather  for  the  Go* 
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yemment  than  for  the  Public  Prosecutor. 
The  case  really  was  one  which  the  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  must  deal  with, 
because  it  involved  the  Prerogative  of 
the  Crown.  This  was  a  matter  in  which 
there  was  a  very  strong  feeling,  not  only 
among  Members  below  the  Gangway, 
but  also  among  many  Members  sitting 
above  the  Gangway.  He  had  looked 
into  tlie  case,  and  he  had  come  strongly 
to  the  conviction  that  gross  injustice  had 
been  done.  No  English  lawyer,  no 
English  magistrate,  no  English  gen- 
tleman could  look  into  this  case  without 
coming  to  the  same  conclusion.  If  a 
case  of  this  kind  were  to  occur  in  Eng- 
land, and  if  an  English  clergyman  in 
such  circumstances  was  sent  to  prison 
upon  the  evidence  of  a  gentleman  as  to 
what  took  place  in  private  between 
them,  and  if  this  clergyman  was  dealt 
with  as  Father  Fahy  had  been  dealt 
with,  he  ventured  to  say  that  there 
would  be  the  strongest  indignation  felt 
throughout  the  country,  and  that  the 
Government  would  be  compelled  to  in- 
terfere in  the  matter.  The  facts  of  the 
case  were  very  simple.  The  case  all 
turned  upon  what  took  place  at  a  private 
meeting  between  Father  Fahy  and  Mr. 
Lewis.  There  was  no  corroborative 
evidence  of  what  took  place  and  what 
either  of  them  said  on  the  occasion. 
Father  Fahy  absolutely  denied  that  he 
used  any  language  of  the  kind  imputed 
to  him.  In  Court,  Mr.  Lewis  was 
allowed  to  give  evidence;  but  Father 
Fahy  was  not  able  to  give  evidence  on 
oath,  and  Mr.  Lewis's  evidence  was  not 
corroborated  in  any  single  particular. 
It  was  said  that  the  Crown  Solicitor 
exercised  undue  pressure  to  induce  the 
magistrate  to  ord«r  Father  Fahy  to  give 
bail  for  his  good  behaviour.  It  was  also 
said  that  this  solicitor  acted  as  agent  for 
Mr.  Lewis,  and  was,  therefore,  interested 
personally  in  the  matter.  He  had  no 
desire  to  make  an  imputation  of  that 
kind  in  a  case  in  which  he  had  no  know- 
ledge whatever  of  the  parties,  and  it 
would  be  most  improper  for  him  to 
make  any  observations  upon  the  charge ; 
but  it  was  most  unfortunate  that  there 
should  be  that  relation  between  Mr. 
Lewis  and  the  Crown  Solicitor,  because 
it  gave  rise  to  imputations  which  might 
have  no  foundation.  Father  Fahy  could 
be  let  out  of  prison  by  giving  bail ;  but  he 
naturally  said  that  if  he  took  that  course 
it  would  be  to  admit  the  justice  of  the 


charge  made  against  him,  and,  therefore, 
he  declined  to  take  that  course.  He  was 
very  much  struck  by  what  Father  Fahy 
said  to  the  representative  of  a  Dublin 
newspaper,  who  interviewed  him — "  He 
said  if  he  gave  bail  he  would  be  tacitly 
admitting  the  truth  of  the  charge  against 
him;  he  would  be  admitting  that  his 
defence  was  a  falsehood ;  he  would  be 
damaging  his  character  as  a  minister 
of  religion  ;  and  he  would  be  sacrificing 
the  truth  in  order  to  escape  from  prison." 
That  was  the  language  of  an  honourable 
gentleman,  and  he  ventured  to  think 
that  any  honourable  gentleman  would 
take  precisely  the  same  position,  and 
would  decline  to  give  bail.  If  he  did 
otherwise  he  would  be  admitting  that  he 
committed  a  very  serious  offence.  [  Crie% 
of  **No,  no!  'H  Some  hon.  Gentlemen 
said  ''No."  He  ventured  to  ask  hon. 
Gentlemen  present  whether  they  would 
not  take  thes  ame  course  ?  He  could 
not  but  think  that  the  Government,  in 
view  of  this  whole  case,  would  be  acting 
wisely  in  releasing  Father  Fahy.  Unless 
they  did  so  he  would  be  in  prison  six 
months,  for  he  could  not  now  admit  he 
was  wrong.  He  was  quite  sure  that 
the  noble  Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  who,  when  he  sat  below  the 
Gangway,  interested  himself  in  oases 
of  this  kind,  would,  if  he  had  been 
sitting  there  now,  have  brought  this 
question  before  the  House,  and  ex- 
pressed an  opinion  as  strong  as  that 
which  he  had  expressed.  He  would 
only  add,  in  conclusion,  that  it  was  his 
conviction  that  an  injustice  had  been 
done,  and  that  the  Government  would 
do  well,  in  deference  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Irish  Members,  to  release  Father  Fahy. 

Mr.  0.  LEWIS  (Londonderry)  said, 
he  hoped  that  the  Government  would  not 
signalize  the  last  day  of  the  Session  by 
perpetrating  such  an  act  of  weakness 
as  that  to  which  they  were  invited. 
[CriM  of  ''Order!"] 

Mr.  SPEAKEE:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  spoken  already  on  the  Main 
Question. 

Mr.  sexton  (Belfast,  W.,  and 
Sligo,  S.)  said,  the  Irish  Members 
were  thankful  to  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman above  the  Gangway  (Mr.  Shaw 
Lefevre)  for  the  public  spirit  which 
had  led  him  to  bring  the  weight  of  his 
authority  and  his  powerful  advocacy  to 
bear  upon  the  present  case  in  the  inte- 
rest of  justice.    The  right   hon.   and 
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gone,  that  justice  had  not  been  done  in 
this  case.  There  was  one  point  which 
had  not  been  sufficiently  insisted  upon, 
and'  it  was  that  the  very  nature  of 
the  sentence  pronounced  showed  that 
the  Bench  of  Magistrates  did  not  en- 
tirely believe  the  testimony  that  was 
given.  They  were  told  that  Father 
Fahy  had  practically  threatened  Mr. 
Lewis  that  his  house  would  be  blown 
up  with  dynamite,  and  that  the  rev. 
gentleman  had  added  that  he  should 
feel  it  his  duty  to  denouce  Mr.  Lewis 
from  the  altar.  If  the  Bench  of  Magis- 
trates believed  fully  this  testimony,  did 
they  do  their  duty  in  merely  calling  upon 
Father  Fahy  to  find  baU  ?  If  true,  did 
not  Father  Fahy*8  words  amount  practi- 
cally to  a  threat  to  murder;  and  if  a 
man  made  a  threat  to  murder,  was  it 
sufficient  to  call  upon  him  to  find  bail  ? 
Besides,  was  Father  Fahy's  evidence  of 
no  account  ?  This  was  one  of  the  cases 
which  showed  how  much  we  stood  in 
need  of  an  alteration  of  the  law  in  re- 
spect to  criminal  cases.  TThen  men  en- 
tered into  an  altercation  and  got  into  a 
passion  things  were  often  alleged  to 
have  been  said  that  really  were  not,  and 
certainly  Mr.  Lewis's  account  ought  not 
to  have  been  accepted  without  any  cor- 
roboration. Father  Fahy  indigoantly 
rejected  the  charge  brought  against 
him  ;  so  it  came  to  this — that  the  testi- 
mony of  one  man  who  was  opposed  to 
him  was  to  be  taken,  while  the  word  of 
the  priest  was  to  be  rejected,  and  he 
was  to  be  treated  as  a  liar.  It  was  said 
that  no  injustice  had  been  done,  because 
Father  Fahy  could  obtain  his  liberty  by 
giving  bail.  But  if  Father  Fahy  had 
given  bail  he  would  practically  have  ad- 
mitted his  guilt.  Although  he  (Mr. 
Picton)  did  not  profess  to  have  very 
much  sympathy  with  priests  of  any 
kind,  he  was  heartily  glad  Father  Fahy 
had  had  the  manliness  to  refuse  to  take 
any  such  course.  He  hoped  the  Go- 
vernment would  yet  reconsider  the  case, 
and  he  could  not  help  having  some  ex- 
pectation that  they  would.  It  was  said 
bv  the  noble  Lord  the  Leader  of  the 
House  that  no  Memorial  had  yet  been 
received  in  favour  of  Father  Fahy.  He 
(Mr.  Picton^  hoped  it  was  not  impos- 
sible that  some  Memorial  might  be  pre- 
sented. If  Irish  Members  objected  to 
any  such  course  being  taken  in  Ireland 
there  could  be  no  such  objection  to  a 
Memorial  from  England,  for  it  was  the 
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honour  of  England  tha 
He  only  regretted  thai 
means  seemed  to  be  ofi 
ciliation ;  but,  at  any  i 
there  was  a  spirit  in  1 
that  would  lead  them  t 
opportunity  arose  to  let 
free  without  a  stain  upoi 

The  CHIEF  SECRET 
LAND  (Sir  Michael 
Bristol,  W.)  said,  thai 
the  Questions  that  we 
the  Government  by  thi 
for  West  Belfast,  and  a] 
cations  made  to  the 
other  hon.  Members  con 
fast,  a  deputation  of  tl 
the  Belfast  Boyal  Hos 
the  Lord  Chancellor  a 
They  placed  before  him 
hospital's  finances  and 
patients  treated ;  but, 
they  did  not  give  infc 
precise  points  which  1 
House  knew  was  requii 
Government.  He  recog 
already  said,  the  value  < 
by  the  Belfast  Boyal  He 
the  outdoor  and  indoc 
had  suffered  during  the 
he  could  not,  as  at  pref 
commend  his  noble  Fi 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  ^ 
seemed  to  him  (Sir  \ 
Beach)  a  very  dangeroi 
making  a  g^nt  to  the  1 
for  the  services  it  had 
did  not  believe  that  ai 
kind  had  ever  been  pro] 

Mr.  SEXTON :  Ther 
a  case  before. 

Sib  MICHAEL  H 
There  had  been  plenty 
in  English  and  Irish  to^ 
injured  had  been  tref 
The  numbers  of  patient 
case  were  148  indoor  a 
numbers  which  forme 
percentage  indeed  of 
patients  treated  in  the 
during  the  year.  But, 
before,  the  Govemmei 
that  any  of  the  Force 
should  be  treated  by  tl 
out  being  paid  for  by  1 
He  was  not  sure,  but 
some  arrangement  exis 
payment  had  been  air 
when  he  was  informed 
bers  of  the  Constabola] 
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many  military,  received  treatment  in  the 
hospital,  he  would  undertake  to  look 
into  the  matter ;  and,  if  there  was  suffi- 
cient ground  to  recommend  bis  noble 
Friend  to  make  a  grant,  he  would  not 
hesitate  to  do  so.  But  he  thougbt  that 
when  there  had  been  serious  riots  of 
this  kind  in  a  town  like  Belfast,  and 
civilians  taking  part  in  the  riots,  or  who 
had  been  in  the  streets  when  they 
ought  to  have  been  at  home,  were 
wounded  and  taken  to  the  hospital, 
it  was  not  fair  to  ask  the  general  tax- 
payers of  this  country  to  make  a  grant 
in  aid  of  the  local  hospital  in  which  the 
injuries  sustained  were  treated.  That 
was  all  he  had  to  say  about  Belfast. 
In  reference  to  the  question  of  Father 
Fahy,  the  discussion  which  had  been 
going  on  during  that  day  seemed  to 
liim  to  be  somewhat  of  a  repetition  of 
previous  debates,  and  did  not  call  for 
much  in  reply ;  but  in  regard  to  some 
of  the  matters  which  had  been  brought 
before  the  House,  especially  by  the 
right  hoo.  Qentleman  the  Member  for 
Bradford  (Mr.  Shaw Lefevre),  he  should 
like  to  say  a  few  words.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  stated  in  that  de- 
bate that  no  English  gentleman  would 
for  a  moment  sanction  the  treatment  of 
any  person  in  England  in  such  a  manner 
as  Father  Fahy  had  been  treated.  He 
would,  however,  like  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  New- 
castle-on-Tyne  (Mr.  John  Morley),  who 
had  been  in  the  House  on  the  previous 
day  during  the  discussion,  and  who  cer- 
tainly must  know  a  great  deal  more 
ab'^-ut  the  matter  than  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Bradford,  had  taken  no 
part  whatever  in  the  debate. 

Me.  M  J.  KENNY  (Tyrone,  Mid) : 
Whv  should  he?  This  did  not  occur 
Jiiring  his  term  of  Office. 

S:e  MICHAEL  HICKS -BEACH 
said,  he  di«l  not  desire  to  suggest  that 
th-  ri;^ht  hon.  Gentleman  was  in  any 
way  re-p^n.siblo  for  what  occurred  ;  but 
from  his  knowledge  of  Ireland,  and 
Lis  fairr.es-i  in  dealing  with  matters 
that  came  before  him.  they  might  cer- 
tiir.ly  have  expected  that  nght  hon. 
G-:r.':er/,ar:  t*^  have  interposed  in  those 
d^^i:^'^  if  he  had  thought  the  case 
ro  V>-r  /'.e  of  au'.h  gross  injustice  as  hon. 
M-mh^Ts  oppor-ite  would  have  the  House 
'j-l.rrv^  i*:.  it  did  not  set?m  to  him  that 
the  n;5h!:  hon.  Member  for  Bradford  an- 
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derstood  the  point  to  whioh  he  had 
directed  the  attention  of  the  House,  or 
the  position  of  the  Chief  Secretary  in 
the  matter.  The  Chief  Secretary  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  exercise  of  the 
Prerogative  of  Mercy ;  the  Home  Secre- 
tary exercised  that  Prerogative  in  Eng- 
land, and  the  Lord  Lieutenant  ezerdsed 
it  in  Ireland  on  the  advice  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  or  anybody  else,  including 
the  Chief  Secretary,  whom  he  chose  to 
consult. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE:  I  need 
scarcely  say  that  I  knew  that;  but  what 
I  said  was  that  the  Chief  Secretary 
might  have  advised  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
in  the  matter. 

Sib  MICHAEL  HICKS -BEACH 
said,  that  he  had  no  right  to  advise  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  unless  he  asked  for  hi« 
advice.  He  was  sure  that  no  one  who 
was  acquainted  with  the  division  of 
duty  between  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
the  Chief  Secretary  would  contradict 
what  he  had  stated.  Such  cases  as  that 
brought  forward  by  hon.  Members  were 
not  capable  of  being  re-tried  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  Hon.  Memben 
from  Ireland  assumed  that  Father 
Fahy's  story  was  true — [^Hom$  RttiU 
«^^^«]— and  that  Mr.  Lewis's  story  was 
not  true ;  but  the  magistrates  who  tried 
the  case  were  of  a  different  opinion— 
[*'  No ! "]— or  else  they  would  not  have 
required  Father  Fahy  to  find  bail. 
Hon.  Members  had  referred  to  some 
report  that  the  Resident  Magistrate 
had  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  no  consequence,  and  one  that 
might  be  made  up  between  the  two  par- 
ties concerned.  He  had  seen  no  such 
report,  and  he  did  not  know  where  the 
statement  was  made. 

Ma.   T.  P.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  It  is  in  all  the  papers. 

Sir  MICHAEL  HICKS-BEACH  said, 
that  a  great  many  things  appeared  in 
the  papers  which  were  absolutely  un- 
founded. Questions  of  this  kind  ooold 
not  possibly  be  tried  in  the  House  of 
Commons ;  and  he  would  venture  to  saj 
that  they  ought  not,  under  the  Constila- 
tion,  to  be  so  tried.  In  the  first  plaee, 
they  should  be  tried  by  the  magistratee^  or 
the  Courts  whom  the  law  empowered  to 
deal  with  them ;  and,  secondly,  if  there 
was  any  fault  to  find  on  the  part  ot  a 
prisoner  with  the  conviction  or  the  sen- 
tence or  finding  ot  the  Coort,  a  If  o- 
~  thoald  be  addrsasod  to  the  Homo 
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Secretary  or  the  Lord  lieutenant,  as  the 
case  might  be,  asking  him  to  exercise 
the  Prerogative  of  Mercy.  He  was  not 
aware  that  any  such  Memorial  had  been 
addressed  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in 
Father  Fahy's  case.  If  that  course 
were  adopted  the  Lord  Lieutenant  was 
bound  by  his  position  to  take  the 
Memorial  into  consideration.  He  did 
not  intend  to  express  any  more  opi- 
nion than  he  had  already  done  in  re- 
gard to  this  case — that  anyone  bound 
over  to  keep  the  peace,  if  he  intended  to 
keep  the  peace,  should  not  hesitate  to 
give  bail ;  and  he  did  not  see  why  Father 
Fahy  should  decline  to  do  what  he 
should  not  object  to  do  under  similar 
circumstances.  He  protested  against 
oases  of  this  kind  being  made  the  sub- 
ject of  frequent  debates  in  the  House  of 
Commons  unless  the  Qovemment  had 
taken  some  action  with  regard  to  them, 
when,  of  course,  it  would  be  open  to  any 
hon.  Members  who  desired  to  do  so  to 
challenge  that  action  by  the  vote  of  the 
House. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Fer- 
managh,  N.)  observed,  that  every  hon. 
Member  on  the  Benches  around  him 
must  be  indignant  at  the  tone  adopted 
by  the  Chief  Secretary  in  speaking  of 
Father  Fahy  as  a  convicted  prisoner. 
[Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  :  I  was  only 
speaking  generally.]  He  was  glad  to 
hear  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did 
not  apply  that  term  to  Father  Fahy. 
Hon.  Members  from  Ireland,  in  bringing 
forward  the  case  of  Father  Fahy,  did  not 
wish  it  to  be  re-tried  in  that  House,  be- 
cause he  had  not  been  tried  at  all  in 
Ireland.  What  they  desired  was  the 
expression  of  the  feeling  of  English 
Members  in  regard  to  the  case  of  Father 
Fahy.  He  thought  he  could  say  they 
had  received  the  expression  of  sympathy 
of  a  large  number  of  the  English  and 
Scotch  Representatives  in  that  House, 
and  what  they  had  said  would  go  far  to 
strengthen  their  case  and  the  belief  of 
the  people  in  the  innocence  of  Father 
Fahy.  It  would  also  encourage  Father 
Fahy  to  persevere  in  the  course  of  action 
he  had  taken.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  said  that  all  Father  Fahy  re- 
quired to  do  was  to  give  sureties  that  he 
would  be  upon  his  good  behaviour.  He 
was  absolutely  astonished  that  a  man  in 
the  position  of  the  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  could  have  made  such  a  state- 
ment.    Did  he  forget  that  Father  Fahy 
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was  accused  of  threatening  to  minder  a 
man  and  to  destroy  his  property,  and  that 
to  act  as  the  Chief  Seoretary  reqnired 
would   be  to  admit  the  truth   of  tba 
charges  ? — at  least,  that  would  be  the  in- 
terpretation the  people  would  put  upon 
it.     He  asked  what  the  Chief  Secretary 
would  do  if  he  were  in  Father  Faihy't 
position  ?    Would  he  give  sureties  lor 
his  good  behaviour,  and  lay   himself 
open  to  the  suspicion  that  he  had  been 
guilty  of  the  charges  of  threatening  to 
murder  and  to  destroy  property?    He 
did  not  think  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  do  anything  of  the  kind; 
but  if  the  Chief  Secretary  would  adopt 
that  course,  he  (Mr.  Redmond),  at  all 
events,  did  not  think  that  it  would  be 
a  course  that  would  be  adopted  by  any 
considerable  number  of  gentlemen  and 
men   of  honour.      It   was    absolutely 
atrocious  to  ask  Father  Faliy,  in  order 
to  get  the  prison  gate  opened,  that  he 
should  give  bail  to  be  of  good  behaviour, 
which  would  be  practically  to  adniit  the 
assertion  of  Mr.  Lewis.     Father  Fahy 
was  innocent,  and  he  would  do  nothing 
that  could  shake  the  faith  of  the  peo^ 
in  the  belief  of   his  innocence.      He 
warned  the  Government  tluit  to  keep 
Father  Fahy  a  prisoner  for  six  months 
would  raise  ill-feeling  and  tumult  in  the 
country.     The  people  would  believe  that 
as  Father  Father  was  imprisoned  on  one 
man's  statement,   that  statement   was 
accepted  because  it  was  made  by  a  land- 
lord.   If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  de- 
sired to  do  everything  in  his  power  to 
render  it  necessary  to  come  to  Parlia- 
ment at  an  early  date  and  ask  for  eo- 
ercive  legislation,  he  could  not  act  in 
any  way  more  calculated  to  disturb  the 
public  peace  than  by  inviting  the  people 
to  outstep  the  law,  which  they  were  in 
danger  of  doing  as  long  as  there  was 
kept  in  prison  a  respected  minister  of 
the  Gospel,  who  had  declared  his  inno- 
cence before  God  of  the  charge  brought 
against  him,  and  who  was  now  only  in 
prison  upon  the  word  of  a  single  maUp 
and  that  man  notoriously  a  partizan  in  the 
case.     He  contended  that  an  outrage  of 
this  kind  would  not  be  tolerated,  nor 
would  it  be  possible,  in  England   or 
Scotland  ;  and  he  warned  the  House  of 
the  seriousness  of  giving  approval  to  a 
system  by  which  a  man's  liberty  could 
be  filched  away  on  the  testimony  of  a 
single  accuser.    If  they  approved  Father 
Fahy's  case  it  would  certainly  go  fbrth 
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Baronet  the  Ohief  Secretary  had  said 
he  would — that  he  would  have  no  objec- 
tion to  give  bail  in  similar  oircumfitanceSy 
which  would  be  to  practically  acknow- 
ledge that  he  was  guilty.        He  had  not 
read  English  history  aright  if  it  were 
not  that  it  taught  that  Englishmen  would 
not    sacrifice    their    honour    for    their 
liberty ;  and  there  was  nothing  in  their 
history  of  which  they  had  more  reason 
to  be  proud  than  the  fact  that,  over  and 
over  again,  men  had  been  found  amongst 
them  who    preferred    the    sacrifice    of 
liberty,  and  even  of  life,  at  the  altar  of 
duty    and    principle.     He    could    not, 
therefore,   accept    the  right    hon.  Ba- 
ronet's declaration  as  representing  the 
real    feelings  of    Englishmen    on    the 
question.     He  believed  that  if  a  similar 
case  to  that  of  Father  Fahy  had  occurred 
in  England  the  Attorney  General  for 
England  would  not  have  ventured  to 
lend  himself  to  such  action  as  had  been 
taken  against    Father  Fahy;    and  he 
hesitated  to  believe  that  any  English 
gentleman  would  have  ventured,  under 
similar  circumstances,  to  invoke  the  aid 
of  the  Attorney  General,  as  Mr.  Lewis 
had  done  in  tiiis  case.    He  combated 
the  statement  that  Parliament  was  not 
the  place  in  which  to  re-try  the  case ; 
and    he    contended    that   Parliament's 
highest  function    was   to   consider    all 
grievances,  and  cases  of  injustice  which 
might  have  been  done  elsewhere.    The 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Ohief  Secretary 
had  thrown  out  a  hint  for  a  Memorial 
for  the  release  of  Father  Fahy ;  but  he 
(Dr.  Kenny)  could  assure  him,  and  he 
assured  the  House,  that  the  hint  was 
in  vain,   as  no  Member  of  the  Irish 
Party,  no  respectable  Irish  Nationalist, 
would  be  a  party  to  anything  so  mean 
or  derogatory  as  a  Memorial  oi  the  kind ; 
neither  they  nor  Father  Fahy.  would 
memorialize  —  it  was  not   mercy  they 
were  demanding,  but  justice.    The  case 
was  an  infamous,  a  deliberate  attempt 
to  produce  a  state  of  things  in  Ireland 
that  would  warrant  [the  Government  in 
the  next  Session  of  Parliament  demand- 
ing coercive  legislation.    There  was  no 
action  they  could  have  taken  more  cal- 
culated to  inflame  the  passions  of  the 
people  in  a  great  portion  of  a  country 
where  the  dangers  of  discord  and  dis- 
order were  great  enough  already.    He 
wished  to  add,  in  conclusion,  that  he 
regretted  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Ohief  Seoretaiy  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
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to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  as  well  as 
to  the  people  of  Ireland  that  any  one 
man  could  take  away  another  man's 
liberty  simply  by  swearing  an  accusa- 
tion against  him.  He  did  not  believe 
that  Englishmen  or  Scotchmen  would 
submit  to  such  a  state  of  affairs.  In 
conclusion,  he  said  if  the  imprisonment 
of  Father  Fahy  were  continued  there 
would  be  great  indignation,  which  would 
lead  to  disturbance ;  and  in  the  end  the 
Government,  while  losing  much,  would 
gain  nothing  by  their  action. 

Colonel  NOLAN  (Gal way,  N.)  said, 
he  would  invite  the  Government  to  take 
a  rational  view  of  the  situation.  The 
circumstances  were  in  Father  Fahy's 
favour,  as  there  was  no  evidence  against 
him  except  that  of  an  admittedly  ex- 
cited man.  They  were,  in  his  view,  act- 
ing a  foolish  part  in  making  a  martyr  of 
this  priest,  by  imposing  upon  him  a 
punishment  which  was  too  heavy,  and 
the  most  sensible  thing  they  could  do 
was  to  let  him  out  of  prison  forthwith. 

Dr.  KENNY  (Oork,  S.)  said,  the  first 
grievance  of  Father  Fahy  which  the 
Nationalist  Party  had  to  complain  of  in 
this  case  was  that  a  responsible  officer  of 
the  Government  should  have  considered 
that  he  was  called  upon  to  intervene  in 
the  prosecution,  as  the  dispute  was  one 
arising  between  two  individuals,  and  not 
a  breach  of  the  law  in  the  criminal 
sense.  The  second  grievance  was  that 
the  proceedings  were  taken  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Statute  of  King  Ed- 
ward III.  which  was  directed  against 
rogues  and  vagabonds.  Under  that 
Statute,  if  the  Justices  believed  any 
part  of  the  evidence,  or  thought  there 
was  any  case  whatever  against  the 
accused,  if  they  did  not  dismiss  the 
case,  they  had  no  option  whatever  but 
to  put  the  party  charged  under  a  rule 
of  bail,  which,  if  he  declined  to  comply 
with,  they  should  send  him  to  prison 
for  six  months.  The  meaning  of  that  was 
that  the  Government  deprived  Father 
Fahy  of  the  opportunity  of  getting  his 
case  before  a  jury,  knowing  well  that  if 
))i3  case  went  before  a  jury  of  fair- 
minded  men,  where  the  evidence  would 
be  given  in  open  Court,  there  would  be 
no  chance  in  the  world  of  Father  Fahy 
being  convicted.  No  jury  would  give  a 
verdict  against  a  man  upon  such  evidence 
as  had  been  given  in  the  case  of  Father 
Fahy.  He  did  not  believe  that  many 
Englishmen  would  do  as  the  right  hon. 
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tenant  had  made  a  shuffling  excuse  for 
not  giving  a  grant  of  money  to  the  Hojal 
Hospital  at  Belfast.  That  institution 
depended  mainlj  for  support  on  volun- 
tarj  contributions  ;  and,  owing  to  the 
heavy  strain  on  its  resources  arising  out 
of  the  enormous  number  of  persons 
treated  in  its  wards  for  injuries  received 
during  the  recent  riots,  there  was  now 
a  deficit  in  its  funds,  which  they  had 
been  able  to  avoid  in  former  years. 
The  hospital,  being  a  voluntary  one, 
might  have  refused  to  receive  the  in- 
jured police  and  soldiers ;  but  what 
would  have  been  said  had  it  done  so  ? 
He  never  knew  of  any  hospital  in  Ire- 
land shutting  its  doors  to  those  sick  or 
wounded  whilst  there  was  room  for 
them,  but  the  Boyal  Hospital  in  Belfast 
might  have  done  so;  and  he  thought 
it  excessively  mean  on  the  part  of  the 
Gk)vernment  to  avail  themselves  of  its 
resources  for  their  wounded  police  and 
soldiers,  and  then  to  refuse,  on  some 
technical  plea,  to  come  to  the  aid  of  the 
hospital,  to  make  up  the  deficit  caused 
in  its  funds  through  the  help  it  had 
given  to  the  wounded.  Had  the  Go- 
vernment acted  firmly  in  dealing  with 
Orange  rowdies  in  Belfast,  no  need 
would  have  arisen  for  the  strain  on  the 
resources  of  the  Boyal  Hospital.  He 
and  his  Friends  were  convinced  there 
was  sinister  influence  at  work  preventing 
the  noble  Lord  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  granting  the  aid  sought  for, 
and  which  he  felt  that  his  more  generous 
instincts  would  lead  him  to  do  if  he 
were  left  to  himself.  The  Irish  Party 
were  convinced  that  the  malign  influence 
of  certain  Gentlemen  connected  with 
the  Orange  Society,  and  who  represented 
other  Divisions  of  Belfast,  was  at  work 
to  prevent  the  noble  Lord  yielding  to 
the  very  reasonable  request  of  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  West  Belfast 
(Mr.  Sexton)  in  this  matter,  lest  any 
credit  should  accrue  to  his  lion.  Friend 
for  the  action  he  had  taken  relative  to 
tlie  subject.  In  conclusion,  he  trusted 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  would  look  into  the 
matter,  and  see  his  way  to  granting  the 
aid  soujrht  for. 

Mr.  MOLLOY  (King's  Co.,  Birr)  said, 
a  sort  of  official  announcement  had 
been  mado  that  day  that,  if  the  Irish 
Members  wigned  a  Memorial  praying  for 
Father  Fahy^s  release,  the  document 
would  receive  a  good  consideration  from 
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the  Oovemment.  Such  a  Memorial 
would,  however,  be  an  appeal  ad  muiri' 
eordiam  ;  and  consequently,  he  belieredi 
no  Irish  Member  would  append  hit 
signature  to  such  a  Memorial.  The 
whole  basis  of  their  argument  in  the 
case  was  that  an  injustice  had  been 
done.  The  magistrates  saw  that  the 
parties  were  in  such  a  heated  con- 
dition that  it  was  a  case  in  which  the 
law  should  not  have  been  brought 
in.  He  would  have  condemned  the 
rev.  gentleman  if  it  had  been  proved 
that  he  actually  did  use  the  threats 
alleged.  The  Attorney  General  for  Ire- 
land had  said  that  all  that  had  been 
done  was  in  due  course  of  law.  Bat 
unjust  decisions  were  sometimes  given 
in  due  course  of  law ;  and  in  aU  the 
oases  in  which  he  was  called  upon  to  in- 
terfere it  was  to  avert  injustice  being 
done  by  decisions  arrived  at  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  law.  He  (Mr. 
Molloy)  had  not  heard  one  generous 
word  from  any  Member  of  the  Gh>Yem- 
ment  with  regard  to  Ireland ;  and  their 
ennity  was  carried  on  with  dogged 
silence.  If  in  this  case  they  refused  to 
do  justice  unless  the  Irish  Party  acknow- 
ledged that  Father  Fahy  was  in  the 
wrong,  he,  for  one,  would  prefer  that 
Father  Fahy  should  remain  in  g^l.  EDs 
made  no  appeal  to  the  Government ;  he 
simply  stated  the  case ;  he  showed  the 
injustice  ;  and  on  the  Government  must 
remain  the  consequences  which  might 
follow. 

Mr.  SHIRLEY  (Yorkshire.  W.E., 
Doncaster)  said,  he  had  voted  the  other 
night  in  favour  of  the  Motion  made  from 
the  Irish  Benches  with  regard  to  the 
imprisonment  of  Father  Fahy ;  but  he 
must  say  that  on  the  present  occasion  he 
could  not  follow  a  similar  course.  He 
would  briefly  explain  to  the  House  his 
reason  for  that  statement.  He  admitted 
that,  in  the  absence  of  a  Court  of  Criminal 
Appeal,  Parliament  ought  to  be  regarded 
as  a  Court  of  Appeal;  and  when  any 
important  case  arose  in  which  a  large 
number  of  Members  of  that  House  weze 
interested,  and  in  which  they  believed 
Id  justice  had  been  done,  they  were  right 
in  bringing  it  forward,  and  having  it  tho- 
roughly discussed  by  the  House.  He  did 
not  mean  to  say  that  anyone  would  be 
justiGed  in  bringing  up  an  ordinary  caM 
that  had  been  tried  at  the  Assizes  or 
at  Quarter  Sessions.  But  when  five- 
sixths  of  the  Members  from  Irdand  took 
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up  a  case  like  this,  believing  that  there 
had  been  a  failure  of  justice,  they  were 
warranted  in  their  action.  At  the  same 
time,  when  the  case  had  been  brought 
up  and  discussed,  as  this  case  had  been, 
lie  did  not  think  it  ought  to  be  re-opened 
a  second  time.  For  that  reason  he  felt 
unable  to  repeat  the  vote  he  had  given 
tho  other  night  when  this  matter  was 
first  brought  forward.  At  the  same 
time,  he  desired  to  say  that  he  agreed 
with  a  good  deal  which  had  been 
said  by  hon.  Members  below  the  Gang- 
way about  the  merits  of  the  case.  He 
did  think  Father  Fahy  ought  not  to 
have  been  prosecuted  in  the  way  de- 
scribed. It  seemed  to  him  the  prosecu- 
tion was  initiated  more  for  political 
motives,  and  the  proceedings  throughout 
were  unsatisfactory.  There  was  one 
ptnnt  on  which  he  was  not  quite  clear, 
and  on  which  the  House  had  had  no  in- 
formation, and  that  was  as  to  whether 
Father  Fahy  went  into  the  witness-box 
or  not.  By  tho  Summary  Jurisdiction 
Act  of  1879,  the  defendant  was  per- 
mitted to  go  into  the  witness-box  and 
give  his  version  of  the  transaction  on 
oath.  He  did  not  know  if  the  defendant 
had  the  same  right  to  do  that  in  Ireland 
as  he  had  in  Eugland.  Then  the  Eng- 
lish Act  provided  a  very  short  and  simple 
method  by  which  a  person  who  had  been 
imprisoned  in  default  of  finding  sureties 
might  obtain  his  release.  All  he  had  to 
do  was  to  go  again  before  the  magis- 
trates and  ask  for  it.  "Was  the  law  the 
same  in  Ireland  as  in  England  ?  If  it 
was  not  it  was  to  be  regretted.  If  it 
was,  that  was  what  Father  Fahy  ought 
to  do.  In  any  case  he  would  make  an 
appeal  to  the  Government  of  the  same 
nature  as  had  already  been  made  to  them 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Gal  way  (Mr. 
Slieehy) — namely,  that  if  they  would 
not  regard  the  question  as  a  question  of 
justice,  they  should,  at  all  events,  regard 
it  as  a  question  of  policy  and  tactics,  and 
consider  what  was  the  wisest  course  to 
take  under  the  circumstances.  He  would 
put  it  to  the  Government  whether  they 
would  not  bo  making  a  mistake  by  keep- 
ing this  priest  in  gaol  and  allowing  him 
to  become  a  martyr  ?  He  did  not  ask 
them  to  make  any  concession  which  they 
could  not  make  with  dignity  and  with 
due  and  proper  regard  for  the  supre- 
macy of  the  law  in  Ireland.  Perhaps 
they  would  not  feel  justified  in  releasing 
the  priest  immediately,  as  it  might  look 


as  if  they  had  yielded  to  olamour ;  but 
after  that  discussion  was  over  and  Par* 
liament  was  prorogued  he  would  suggest 
that  they  should  take  the  case  into  their 
consideration  and  open  the  prison  door. 
Mb.  J.  F.X.  O'BRIEN  (Mayo,  S.) : 
I  think  the  attitude  of  the  Government 
throughout  these  debates  has  been  one 
of  insolent  disdain.  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 
says  he  was  not  asked  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  for  his  advice.  Why,  Sir, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is,  in  this 
House,  the  principal  Officer  of  State  for 
Irish  affairs,  and  it  is  his  duty  to  attend 
to  our  demands  for  redress  of  grievances. 
The  whole  action  of  the  Government 
lately  has  bees  showing  the  cloven  hoof 
of  that  wicked  policy  shadowed  forth  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  at  the 
beginning  of  this  Session.  This  episode 
respecting  Father  Fahy  looks  like  the 
first  result  of  the  encouragement  he 
gave  when  he  advised  landlords  to  en- 
force their  legal  rights  strictly — and  that 
the  Government  would  not  shrink  from 
reoovering  the  land  from  the  tenants  for 
them.  What  does  this  new  policy  of 
extermination  mean  ?  The  present  Go- 
vernment objects  to  that  dual  ownership 
of  land  established  by  the  Land  Acts  of 
1870  and  1881.  Apparently,  the  policy 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is — 
by  the  wholesale  extermination  to  which 
he  encourages  Irish  landlords — to  ex- 
tinguish the  tenants*  interest  in  th« 
land,  and  at  a  blow  to  re-establish  the 
single  ownership  of  the  landlords.  A 
new  clearance  of  Ireland — to  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  new  Plantation!  This 
Cromwellian  policy  will,  however,  I 
think,  fail  in  the  hands  of  the  new 
Cromwell — the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer. As  for  the  Memorial  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  on  behalf  of  Father  Fab  j, 
recommended  to  us  by  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland,  Sir,  we  decline  to  de- 
grade ourselves  and  Father  Fahy  by 
being  parties  to  anything  of  the  kind. 
A  most  scandalous  travesty  of  law 
has  taken  place  in  this  case  of  Father 
Fahy.  And  it  is  lamentable  to  observe 
how  far  Englinh  Tory  Members  have 
allowed  themselves  to  be  carried  by  pre- 
judice  and  Party  spirit  in  this  matter. 
The  conduct  of  Government  towards  the 
Eoyal  Hospital  of  Belfast  has  been 
shabby  in  the  extreme ;  and  surely  it  is 
unbecoming  of  the  wealthiest  Govern- 
ment in  the  world  to  take  such  a  mean 
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advantage  of  the  humanity  of  the  ma- 
nagers of  that  hospital — ^to  sponge,  in 
fact,  on  the  poor  resources  of  a  chari- 
table institution  supported  by  voluntary 
contributions. 

Colonel  HUGHES  (Woolwich)  said 
that,  as  an  English  Member  who  had 
tried  to  follow  the  case,  he  could  not  help 
thinking  that  Father  Fahy  wished  to 
figure  as  a  martyr.  The  magistrates,  if 
they  had  believed  the  charge  against  him, 
might  have  imprisoned  him,  or,  if  they 
had  not  believed  it,  they  might  have 
dismissed  him  ;  but  they  had  taken  the 
middle  course,  often  followed  where 
there  was  a  conflict  of  testimony,  and 
had  asked  him  to  p;ive  security.  The 
act  of  giving  security  was  a  merely  formal 
affair ;  and  if  Father  Fahy  had  taken 
out  a  cross-summons  he  might  have  had 
Mr.  Lewis  also  bound  over  to  keep  the 
peace.  Even  if  the  magistrates  were 
wrong,  this  was  not  the  Court  to  which 
an  appeal  from  their  decision  should  be 
brought.  It  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  waste 
of  time  to  discuss  this  very  trifling  case. 
He  agreed  with  hon.  Members  from 
Ireland  that  this  thing  could  not  happen 
in  England,  because  no  man  would  be 
so  foolish  here  as  to  prefer  six  months' 
imprisonment  to  finding  bail.  He  sug- 
gested that  the  common-sense  course 
would  be  for  Father  Fahy  to  find  bail 
and  return  to  those  peacemaking  avo- 
cations in  which,  according  to  hon. 
Members  opposite,  he  took  such  great 
delight. 

Mr.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  (Dublin,  Col- 
lege Qreen)  said,  he  was  surprised  that 
the  application  for  a  grant  to  the  Koyal 
Hospital,  Belfast,  had  not  been  better 
received. 

Mr.  SPEAKEE,  interposing,  said, 
that  a  discussion  upon  that  subject  was 
entirely  irregular.  He  permitted  the 
question  to  be  put;  it  had  been  answered, 
and  the  subject  ought  not  to  bo  pursued 
further. 

Mr.  T.  D.  SULLIVAN  said,  that  in 
reference  to  the  case  of  Father  Fahy,  it 
seemed  to  him  that  the  Government 
jumped  at  the  chance  of  imprisoning  a 
Catholic  clergyman.  He  marvelled  that 
there  was  any  doubt  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  acted  injudiciously  or  un- 
wisely, and  concluded  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Government  speedily  to  re- 
medy their  gross  error.  It  was  a  revela- 
tion to  them  to  be  told  that  the  Chief  j 
Secretary  could  not   act  till  the  Lord 

Mr,  J.  F,  X.  O'Brien 


Lieutenant  asked  his  advice.  The  Lord 
Lieutenant  was  a  mere  figure-head,  and 
was  not  likely  to  ask  the  advice  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  on  any  question  save 
that  of  the  points  of  a  horse.  Father 
Fahy  would  not  make  any  appeal  for 
mercy ;  he  did  not  want  mercy,  out  only 
justice.  It  was  to  be  feared  that  this 
case  was  an  indication  of  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  pursue  an  infamous 
policy,  by  which  they  would  seek  to  de- 
moralize the  Irish  people  and  to  set 
them  in  opposition  to  the  machinery  and 
the  system  of  government.  The  Irish 
Members  could  say  no  more  in  Parlia- 
ment now ;  but  they  would  say  a  good 
deal  out  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  T.  C.  HARRINGTON  (DubUn, 
Harbour)  said,  they  were  shut  out  from 
bringing  this  case  before  the  Queen's 
Bench  through  the  intervention  of  the 
Crown  Prosecutor.  He  asked  the  Go- 
vernment to  consider  what  practical 
good  could  result  from  the  Goyemment 
maintaining  their  position  in  regard  to 
Father  Fahy  ?  He  asked  English  Mem- 
bers to  consider  whether,  in  similar  cir- 
cumstances, finding  the  law  perverted 
for  political  purposes,  they  would  give 
bail  to  avoid  imprisonment?  He  be- 
lieved they  would  not.  The  continued 
imprisonment  of  Father  Fahy  would  do 
more  to  foster  agitation  and  discontent 
in  Ireland  than  the  delivery  of  dozens 
of  speeches  by  Nationalist  Leaders.  A 
Memorial  in  such  a  case  as  that  of  Father 
Fahy's  would  be  a  grater  degradation 
than  giving  bail  to  keep  the  peace. 
Father  Fahy's  was  only  a  typical  case. 
Cases  of  the  same  kind  were  occarring 
every  day  where  persons  were  kept  in 
gaol  without  being  admitted  to  bail  or 
brought  to  trial.  It  was  this  kind  of 
thing  which  brought  the  English  law 
into  disrepute  in  Ireland.  He  defied  the 
Government  to  persevere  in  their  pre- 
sent course ;  but  the  stupid  thing  was 
that,  though  they  would  not  say  one 
gracious  word  in  that  House,  the  mo- 
ment tho  Session  was  closed  and  they 
learnt  from  the  authorities  in  Ireland 
how  dangerous  it  would  be  to  keep 
Father  Fahy  in  prison  they  would  let 
him  out. 

Mr.  HARRIS  (Galwav,  E.)  said,  that 
this  was  a  case  of  rank  injustice;  bat 
out  of  evil  would  come  good.  It  would 
have  the  effect  of  rousing  the  priests  in 
that  part  of  the  country  in  which  he 
lived  to  the  wrongs  of  their  ooiuitiy. 
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He  had  had  frequently  to  complain 
hitherto  that  they  were  too  backward  in 
taking  action  against  the  landlords. 
His  desire  was  that  the  Government 
should  take  such  a  course  as  would  drive 
every  priest  and  Bishop  in  Ireland  into 
the  ranks  of  the  popular  Organization. 
He  was  one  of  those  who  put  their 
names  to  the  '*  No  Eent  "  Manifesto ;  and 
if  the  Bishops  and  priests  had  stood  by 
that  Manifesto  manfully,  instead  of 
glvinj;  it  a  lukewarm  support,  they 
would  by  this  time  have  got  rid  of  land- 
lordism in  Ireland.  But  after  the  treat- 
ment which  Father  Fahy  had  received 
any  priest  worthy  of  the  name  would 
insist  that  all  his  parishioners  should  join 
the  National  League.  Turning  to  an- 
other subject,  he  wished  to  inquire  whe- 
ther the  Irish  Commission  would  be  at 
liberty  to  inquire  with  respect  to  one  of 
the  railways  ? 

Mr.  speaker  said,  that  this  matter 
was  in  no  way  relevant  to  the  Appro- 
priation Bill,  which  contained  no  pro- 
vision for  the  railway. 

Mr.  HARRIS  said,  he  was  very 
anxious  to  keep  in  Order,  and  he  be- 
lieved the  Speaker  was  equally  anxious 
that  he  should  be  in  Order.  He  went 
on  to  refer  to  the  deficiency  of  postal 
arrangements  in  Ballinasloe  and  other 
country   towns   in   Ireland    and    other 

subjects,  when 

Mr.  speaker  said,  he  must  re- 
quest the  hon.  Member  to  make  his 
remarks  more  pertinent  to  the  subject 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  HARRIS  remarked,  that  as  he 
was  out  of  Order  he  would  say  no  more ; 
but  he  hoped  the  Government  would 
look  to  all  these  things,  and  would  not 
put  the  Irish  Members  to  the  trouble  of 
bringing  them  before  the  House  again. 
Great  complaints  had  been  made  about 
the  waste  of  time  of  the  House;  but 
when  they  came  back  there  was  not  a 
single  matter  connected  with  the  griev- 
ances of  their  country  which  they  would 
not  go  over. 

Mr.  ADDISON  (Ashton-under-Lyne): 
I  rise  to  Order,  and  wish  to  ask  you,  Sir, 
whether  this  has  any  relation  whatso- 
ever to  the  Bill  before  the  House  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  It  has  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  Appropriation 
Bill. 

Dr.  tanner  (Cork  Co.,  Mid)  said, 
he  could  not  refrain  from  commenting 
on  the  extraordinary  behayioor  of  Her 


Majesty's  Government  towards  Father 
Fahy,  a  clergyman  belonging  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  During  the 
course  of  this  discussion  nothing  had 
struck  him  more  forcibly  —  nothing 
brought  home  to  his  mind  more  clearly 
the  fact — that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment were  possessed  with  their  duty' 
of  upholding  the  landlord  system,  which 
had  had  such  a  baneful  effect  upon  Ire- 
land— than  some  remarks  which  fell 
from  the  noble  Lord  the  son  of  the  pre- 
sent Premier  (Viscount  Cranborne), 
whilst  an  hon.  Friend  of  his  (Dr.  Tan- 
ner's) was  speaking.  He  was  sorry  the 
noble  Lord  was  not  now  in  his  place. 
After  making  the  remark  the  noble 
Lord  got  up  and  left  the  House. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  If 
the  hon.  Gentleman  had  any  complaint 
to  make  he  should  have  made  it  at  the 
time.  He  is  not  now  speaking  in  any 
way  relevant  to  the  Appropriation  Bill, 
and  I  must  ask  him  to  be  more  relevant. 
Dr.  tanner  :  Certainly,  Sir  ;  I  was 

merely 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order!  The  hon. 
Gentleman  must  confine  his  remarks  to 
the  Question  now  before  the  House — 
the  Appropriation  Bill. 

Dr.  tanner,  continuing,  said, 
Father  Fahy  was  a  Roman  Catholic 
priest,  and,  like  many  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  priests  in  the  country  to  which 
he  (Dr.  Tanner)  had  the  honour  to  be* 
long,  he  had  always  done  his  best  on 
behalf  of  the  poor  and  oppressed  and 
down- trodden  tenants.  Because  he  took 
the  side  of  the  tenants.  Father  Fahj 
met  with  the  fate  which,  as  a  rule,  at- 
tended all  educated  people  who  espoused 
the  popular  cause.  However  the  im- 
prisonment of  Father  Fahy  might  be 
regarded  by  the  Protestant  population 
of  the  South  of  Ireland — he  did  not  wish 
to  transgress  the  Rules  of  the  House, 
but  he  wished  the  House  to  understand 
the  position  in  which  it  was  placed  by 
this  imprisonment— by  all  the  Protes- 
tants in  Cork,  in  Dublin,  in  Belfast,  in 
Limerick,  in  Galway,  and  in  all  the 
centres  of  population,  the  imprisonment 
of  Father  Fahy  was  regarded  as  a  step 
taken  in  accordance  with  the  attitude 
assumed  by  Her  Majesty's  Government 
— namely,  that  of  war  on  the  Irish 
people.  It  was  regarded  as  a  step  taken 
on  behalf  of  landlordism,  on  behalf  of 
people  who  had  always  gone  againat 
the  tenants  in  order  to  maintain  rack- 
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rentiDg.  As  a  Protestant  coining  from 
the  South  of  Ireland,  as  a  Protestant 
Nationalist  Member,  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  the  landlords  of  the 
South  of  Ireland  would  regard  this  step 
as  an  intimation  to  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment to  proceed  with  a  crusade  of 
ovictions. 

Mb.  speaker  :  The  question  of  the 
landlords  in  the  South  of  Ireland  pro- 
ceeding to  evict  has  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  the  imprisonment  of  Father 
Fahy. 

Dr.  TANNER:  I  do  not  wish  to 
argue  the  case.  I  was  only  trying  to 
show  that  Father  Fahy  endeavoured  to 
prevent  evictions.  I  shall  not  pursue 
the  subject  any  further  now.  I  pre- 
sume, however,  as  a  medical  man,  I  may 
be  allowed  to  say  a  few  words  with 
regard  to  the  grant  to  the  Belfast  Royal 
Hospital. 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  I  have  already 
ruled  that  that  subject  is  out  of  Order. 
I  must  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  dis- 
continue his  speech  for  continued  irre- 
levance and  disregard  of  what  I  have 
already  ruled. 


The  hon.  Membeb  accordingly  sat 
down ;  but  a  few  moments  after  rose 
and,  placing  his  hat  upon  his  head,  left 
the  House  amid  cries  of  ^*  Order !  " 

The  following  is  the  Entry  in  the 
Votes : — 

Mr.  Speakeb,  haying  called  tho  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  continued  irreleyance  on  the 
part  of  Dr.  Tanner,  Member  for  Mid  Cork, 
directed  the  honourable  Member  to  discontinue 
his  speech. 

Mr.  a.  BLANE  (Armagh,  S.)  said, 
he  wished  to  call  attention  to  the  case  of 
the  Crossmaglen  prisoners,  who  were 
brought  from  Castlebar  and  tried  and 
convicted  in  Belfast  by  a  jury  composed 
of  men  opposed  to  them  religiously  and 
politically.  He  commented  strongly  on 
the  fact  that  Mr.  Justice  Lawson  was 
sent  down  to  try  these  prisoners,  being 
at  the  time  a  Member  of  the  Executive. 
These  prisoners  having  served  five  years 
of  their  sentence,  and  having  presented 
a  Memorial  as  to  the  hardship  of  their 
trial  and  sentence,  should  be  liberated. 
Bo  contended  that  the  change  of  venue 
in  that  case  had  tended  to  conviction, 
and  hoped  the  Government  would  care- 
fully consider  the  grievance. 

JDr,  Tann$r 


SOUTH  -  EASTEHN  EUROPE^ AFFAIRS 
OF  BULGARIA-ACTION  OF  THE 
GOVERNMENT.— OBSERVATIONS. 

Mb.  OBEMER  (Shoreditch,  Hagger- 
ston)  said,  he  rose  to  call  attention  to 
the  critical  condition  of  afifairs  in  the 
East.    He  wished  to  ask  the  Oovem- 
ment,  whether,  in  the  face  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  existed,  and  the  complica- 
tions which  seemed  likely  to   arise  in 
Europe,  they  would  give  the  couDtiy  a 
pledge  thatno  war  should  be  entered  upon 
without  the  previous  consent  of  Parlia- 
ment?   He  mi^ht  explain  that  he  now 
renewed  this  Question  because  of  the 
very  unsatisfactory  character  of  the  reply 
given  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
on  Tuesday.     In  that  reply  the  noUe 
Lord  rightly  presumed  that  the  putting 
of  the  Question  implied  want  of  con- 
fidence in  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
It  was  because  the  House  ol  Gommons 
was  about  to  separate  for  some  months, 
and  the  Qovernment  would  be  left  un- 
checked and  uncontrolled,  that  the  Ques- 
tion was  again  addressed  to  the  noble 
Lord.    The  assurance  that,  in  case  of 
any  serious  difficulty  presenting  itself, 
the  Government  would  be  sure  to  act  in 
a  Constitutional    manner  was   to  him 
vague  and  unsatisfactory.  He  was  afraid 
that  too  much  freedom  was  permitted  to 
the  Government  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  country  with  regard  to  foreigpo.  and 
Colonial  matters.    In  the  case  of  the 
annexation,  or  attempt  at  the  annexa- 
tion, of  Burmah  the  conduct  of  the  Go- 
vernment might  have    been  Cbnstitu- 
tional,  but  it  was  very  reprehensible ; 
and  because  he  feared  that  the  same 
course  might  be  pursued  with  reference 
to  some  other  portion  of  the  globe  during 
the  Becess,  he  urg^d  the  Government^  in 
case  of  serious  difficulty  arising  in  Europe 
or  elsewhere  during  the  Becess,  to  ad- 
vise Her  Majesty  to  summon    Parlia- 
ment.   To  that  appeal,  made  on  Tues- 
day, the  noble  Lord  vouchsafed  no  reply. 
The  outlook  in  Europe  was  of  a  most 
serious  character.     There  was  in  Bul- 
garia a  difficulty  which  might  any  day 
involve  the  whole  of  Europe  in  a  fearful 
struggle.    The  present  attitude  of  the 
Press  fully  justified  the  course  pursued 
by  the  friends  of  peace  30  years  agOt 
and  proved  the  assertion  that  the  Terdiet 
of  hibtory  was  always  with  the  friends 
of  peace.    There  had  been  rumours  of 
Bussia  pushing  on  to  ConstantiiioplB^ 
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and  being  allowed  to  do  so  by  the  Eng- 
lish Government  in  return  for  Russia 
winking  at  our  remaining  permanently 
in  Egypt.  In  view  of  those  rumours  it 
would  be  well  if  a  decided  and  official 
denial  was  given  to  them.  These  rumours 
caused  feelings  of  irritation  in  France, 
and  endangered  the  peace  between  the 
two  countries.  He  hoped  that  an  assur- 
ance would  be  given  that  if  any  serious 
difhculties  arose  in  the  Hecess  Parlia- 
ment would  be  convened,  in  order  that 
the  Eopresentatives  of  the  people  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  expressing  an 
opinion  as  to  the  merits  of  the  dispute 
before  rather  than  after  the  country  had 
been  committed  to  a  struggle.  Hitherto 
Governments  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
deciding  upon  a  warlike  policy,  and  then 
coming  to  Parliament  to  pay  the  bill. 
That  had  been  the  case  with  regard  to 
Burmah.  If  the  country  had  been  con- 
sulted before  the  annexation  was  made, 
a  very  different  conclusion  would  have 
been  arrived  at. 

The  chancellor  or  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
(Paddington,  S.),  who  rose  at  the  same 
time  as  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson,  said:  I 
liave  a  particular  motive  for  intervening 
thus  early  before  the  hon.  Baronet  ad- 
dresses the  House.  I  make  no  com- 
plaint of  the  hon.  Member  for  bringing 
up  this  question  at  this  hour  of  the 
evening  (7.50  p.m.),  though  the  pro- 
ceedings of  to-day  have  been  rather  pro- 
tracted. The  hon.  Member  is  perfectly 
within  his  right,  and  if  he  will  allow  me, 
in  all  sincerity,  to  say  so,  I  honestly  re- 
spect the  opinions  which  he  holds  on 
this  subject;  but  I  do  not  share  those 
opinions  myself.  They  have  never  been 
opinions  that  have  commended  them- 
selves to  a  majority  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  nor  do  I  think  they  are  opi- 
nions largely  shared  by  the  people  of  this 
country.  The  hon.  Gentleman  has  raised 
practically  two  questions.  He  has 
dealt  with  the  Constitutional  relations 
which  are  supposed  to  exist  between  the 
Executive  Government  and  the  Parlia- 
ment of  this  country,  and  he  has  also  dealt 
summarily,  and,  if  I  may  say  so,  roughly, 
with  questions  of  foreign  policy.  The 
discussion  of  the  Constitutional  point 
which  he  has  raised  must  be  a  very 
academical  one.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
holds  that  the  Government  of  the  oountry, 
in  dealing  with  Foreign  Powers,  should 
not  commit  itself,  or  take  any  step  even 


of  a  diplomatic  character,  without  having 
previously  consulted  Parliament. 

Mr.  CREMER:  I  rise  to  Order. 
According  to  the  terms  of  the  Question 
which  I  asked  yesterday,  I  did  not  go 
quite  so  far  as  the  noble  Lord  represents. 
What  I  asked  was  that  a  guarantee 
should  be  given  that  the  Government 
during  the  Recess  would  abstain  from 
involving  the  country  in  further  obliga- 
tions or  responsibilities  for  warlike 
operations. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL : 
The  hon.  Gentleman  uses  his  own  lan- 
guage, and  I  venture  to  use  mine.  His 
may  be  the  best ;  but  practically  it  means 
the  same  thing.  I  say  that  the  hon. 
Member  holds  that  the  Government  of 
this  country  ought  to  take  no  step,  even 
of  a  diplomatic  character,  which  might 
commit  the  country  to  any  particular 
course  of  action,  without  having  pre- 
viously consulted  Parliament.  Has  the 
hon.  Member  reflected  on  the  conse- 
quences of  that  theory?  No  one  has 
more  frequently  or  more  eloquently  de- 
stroyed that  proposition  than  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid 
Lothian  (Mr.  Gladstone).  The  logical 
effect  of  the  proposition  would  be  to 
place  Parliament  in  the  position  of  the 
Executive  Government.  JBut  could  Par- 
liament— consisting  as  it  does  of  two 
Houses,  one  with  670  Members  and  the 
other  with  500  Members — undertake  the 
duties  of  the  responsible  Executive 
Government  ?  That  has  never  been  the 
Constitutional  practice  in  this  country, 
nor  anything  approaching  it.  The 
House  of  Commons  has  in  late  years 
largely  increased  its  power.  I  do  not 
in  the  least  find  fault  with  such  increase 
of  power ;  but  it  has  never  ventured, 
nor  has  any  considerable  section  of  the 
House  desired,  to  place  Parliament  in 
the  position  of  the  Executive  Gt>vern- 
ment  of  this  country.  The  Executive 
Government  has  undoubtedly  great 
latitude  of  action.  If  it  possesses  the 
confidence  of  Parliament,  it  is  for  the 
convenience,  and  indeed  necessary  for  the 
safety  and  very  existence,  of  the  Empire 
that  that  latitude  should  exist.  The 
Executive  Government,  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind,  only  acts  so  long  as  it  possesses 
that  confidence.  The  Government  is 
continually  giving  to  Parliament  fall 
and  complete  information  with  reg^ard 
to  the  coarse  of  action  they  take,  and 
from  time  to  time  it  is  open  to  ParUa- 
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ment  to  change  the  Government  of  the 
country,  and  so  to  change  their  policy. 
I  do  not  know  how  you  can  possibly 
alter  for  the  better  that  arrangement. 
I  have  never  heard  any  argument  put 
forward  by  any  hon.  Gentleman  holding 
the  opinions  of  the  hon.  Member  oppo- 
site which  would  lead  one  to  think  that 
it  would  be  possible  to  make  any  decided 
improvement  upon  the  present  Oonstitu- 
tional  relations  between  the  Executive 
Government  and  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  alluded  to  the 
question  of  the  Burmese  War  and  of  the 
annexation  of  Burmah.  It  is  quite  true 
that  that  was  a  step  decided  upon  out- 
side the  walls  of  Parliament ;  but  it  was 
a  matter  which,  at  any  rate  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  Government  of  the  day,  re- 
quired prompt  and  immediate  action, 
which  the  summoning  of  Parliament 
would  have  altogether  prevented.  That 
was  an  act  which  was  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment almost  immediately  after  it  had 
been  committed,  and  was  approved  of 
by  the  great  bulk  of  the  Members  of  the 
then  House  of  Commons,  the  great  ma- 
jority of  whom  were  Gentlemen  of  the 
same  way  of  thinking  as  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber. Moreover,  that  action,  the  Burmese 
War,  on  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  to 
a  great  extent  founds  his  interposition 
to-night,  was  altogether  approved  of, 
and  ratified  and  followed  up  by,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Mid  Lothian  when  he  came  into  power. 
That  destroys  all  the  force  of  the  illus- 
tration which  the  hon.  Member  has 
given.  So  much  for  the  Constitutional 
part  of  the  question.  I  do  not  think  I 
could  with  any  advantage  to  the  House 
go  into  it  further.  It  is  a  matter  which 
hon.  Members  must  work  out  for  them- 
selves in  their  own  minds,  and  un- 
doubtedly it  is  one  that  they  may  dis- 
cuss to  any  extent.  They  may  compare 
the  practice  of  other  European  nations 
and  the  practice  of  the  United  States 
with  our  own ;  but  I  extremely  doubt 
whether,  after  a  careful  comparison  of 
the  Constitutional  practice  of  this  coun- 
try with  that  of  other  countries,  they 
will  be  perfectly  decided  in  their  own 
opinion  that  the  practice  of  other  coun- 
tries is  preferable  to  our  own.  The  hon. 
Member  has  alluded  also  to  a  question 
of  foreign  politics,  and  it  is  in  reference 
to  that  matter  that  I  wish  to  address 
the  House.  The  particular  question  of 
foreign  politics  which  exercises  the  mind 
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of  the  hon.  Member,  and  which  rightlj 
exercises  his  mind,  is  the  state  of  affidn 
in  the  Balkan  territory.  He  is  of  opi- 
nion that  that  state  of  affairs  may  lead 
to  very  serious  difficulty  and  dangers, 
and  dangers  in  which  this  country  might 
become  involved.  Well,  Sir,  I  would 
point  out,  in  the  first  place,  that  he  is 
discussing  a  question  of  foreign  politics, 
on  which  it  has  not  been  as  yet  within 
the  power  of  the  Government  to  giTe 
official  information  to  Parliament.  The 
hon.  Member  has  founded  most  of  his 
opinions  upon  what  he  has  seen  in  the 
newspapers ;  and  no  more  unsafe  guide 
—  I  say  it  with  all  respect  —  for  an 
hon.  Member  who  wishes  to  address  the 
House  on  foreign  politics  can  be  found 
than  the  statements  and  opinions  giren 
in  the  public  Press,  and  using  those 
opinions  and  statements  in  the  House  of 
Commons  unsupported  by  offi.cial  testi- 
mony. This  state  of  affairs  in  the  Bal- 
kan territory  is  undoubtedly  serious, 
and  it  might  at  any  moment  undoubtedly 
become  critical.  The  hon.  Member  has 
expressed  himself  with  very  great  free- 
dom about  the  action  of  Bussia,  and  the 
probable  action  of  Russia  and  of  the 
other  Powers;  but  he  must  be  aware 
that  it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  any 
Member  of  the  GovernmeDt  to  follow 
him  in  his  opinions  or  his  speculations — 
the  very  crisis,  the  very  difficulty  and 
danger,  which  the  hon.  Member  is  so 
anxious  to  guard  against  might  be,  to  a 
certain  extent,  precipitated  if  the  Go- 
vernment were  to  be  so  incautious  as  to 
follow  the  hon.  Member  into  his  specula- 
tions. Moreover,  I  would  point  out  to 
the  hon.  Member  and  those  who  sit  near 
him  that  they  cannot  divest  themseWes 
of  a  considerable  responsibility  with  re- 
gard to  the  state  of  things  in  the  East 
of  Europe,  which  is  serious  and  may 
become  critical,  if  they  allow  themselves, 
in  the  absence  of  official  information,  to 
be  committed  to  opioions  of  such  width 
and  freedom  as  those  stated  by  the 
hon.  Member.  Foreign  countries  watch 
closely  the  debates  in  this  House.  Fo- 
reign Ministers  are  not  accurately  ac- 
quainted with  the  relative  positions  of 
hon.  Members  and  Ministers  of  the 
Crown ;  and  undoubtedly  it  would  be 
perfectly  natural  and  probable  that 
foreign  Ministers  should  attach  to  the 
utterances  of  the  hon.  Member  as  a 
Member  of  the  House  of  Commonii  or 
to  the  utterances  of  those  who  sit 
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him  witli  regard  to  the  action  of  foreign 
countries,  almost  as  much  weight  as  they 
would  attach  to  the  utterances  of  Minis- 
ters of  the  Crown.  That  is  why  I  must 
ask  hon.  Gentlemen  to  excuse  the  Go- 
vernment from  dealing  at  all  with  this 
question  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  the 
Balkan  territory.  Moreover,  I  would 
appeal  to  those  who  sit  near  him  to  fol- 
low the  example  of  the  Government,  and 
to  abstain  from  discussing  those  ques- 
tions at  all.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Haggerston  (Mr.  Cremer) 
asks  for  a  guarantee  that  the  GoyernmeDt 
will  not  commit  this  country  to  any 
serious  and  strong  action  with  regard 
to  any  questions  which  may  arise  out  of 
this  state  of  things  in  the  Balkan  terri- 
tories without  summoning  Parliament 
and  taking  Parliament  into  their  con- 
fidence. Obviously,  no  Government 
would  think  of  deciding  upon  strong 
and  definite  action  which  might  involve 
a  portion  of  the  Empire,  with  regard  to 
questions  of  this  kind,  without  imme- 
diately summoning  Parliament  and 
placing  the  whole  case  before  them, 
and  asking  for  the  confidence  and  the 
s  ipport  of  Parliament  in  the  action  they 
intended  to  take.  That  is  a  state  of 
things  which  has  frequently  arisen,  and 
that  arose  in  the  case  of  the  Egyptian 
War.  To  go  back  to  an  earlier  period, 
it  arose  in  the  case  of  the  Afghan  War. 
It  arose,  also,  with  regard  to  the  state 
of  things  which  existed — a  very  critical 
state  of  things  —  on  the  North-West 
Frontier  of  Afghanistan  in  the  year 
1885.  On  all  these  occasions  the  Go- 
vernment came  to  Parliament,  stated 
the  case  which  they  had  to  present,  the 
action  which  they  proposed  to  take,  and 
asked  for  the  confidence  and  support  of 
Parliament  in  their  action. 

Mr.  CEEMER;  After  the  fighting 
had  been  begun  ? 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL : 
No ;  certainly  not  with  regard  to  the 
state  of  affairs  on  the  North- West  Fron- 
tier of  Afghanistan,  and  certainly  not 
with  regard  to  the  Egyptian  War.  It 
is  true  that  the  bombardment  of  Alex- 
andria did  precede  the  application  to 
Parliament.  That  is  true ;  but  the  ac- 
tual military  operations  in  Egypt  were 
not  even  begun  until  Parliament  had 
been  consulted.  Even  the  preparations 
for  those  operations  were  not  begun 
until  Parliament  had  granted  a  Vote  of 
Credit. 


Sir  WILFRID  LAW80N  (Cumber- 
land,  Cockermouth) :  But  the  bombard- 
ment took  place. 

Lord  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL : 
That  certainly  took  place ;  but  the  pre- 
parations for  the  military  operations — 
which  certainly  came  very  near  war — 
were  not  begun  until  Parliament  had 
been  consulted.  So  it  was  with  regard 
to  the  North -West  Frontier  of  Afghanis- 
tan. The  Government  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian 
(Mr.  Gladstone),  before  proceeding  to 
any  strong  or  definite  action,  came  to 
the  House  and  asked  for  a  large  credit. 
I  am  quite  prepared  to  pledge  this  Go- 
vernment that  we  will  act  within  the 
lines  of  precedent.  I  do  not  see  how 
any  British  Government  could  for  a  mo- 
ment hesitate  to  give  such  a  pledge ;  but 
beyond  that  pledge  it  would  be  abso- 
lutely impossible  for  me  to  go.  I  do 
not  think  the  hon.  Member  can  really 
desire  more  than  that  pledge.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  is  a  friend  of  peace ;  he  be- 
longs, I  understand,  to  a  Society  which 
hopes  to  bring  about  a  state  of  universal 
peace  and  to  obtain  a  settlement  of  all 
international  disputes  by  arbitration.  I 
think  that  is  an  admirable  Association, 
against  the  objects  and  aims  of  which  I 
shall  never  say, one  word.  I  only  hope 
that  the  principles  which  that  Associa- 
tion professes  may  become  more  power- 
ful and  popular  as  time  goes  on.  But  I 
would  point  out  that  it  is  not  always 
the  avowed  friends  of  peace  who  obtain 
peace,  or  produce  peace,  by  their  acts. 
Never  was  there  a  greater  friend  of 
peace,  in  the  opinion  of  all  classes — 
never  was  there  a  more  devoted  friend 
and  insurer  of  peace — than  Lord  Aber- 
deen. But  if  there  was  one  thing 
on  which  history  is  unanimous,  it  is 
that  the  action  of  the  Government 
of  Lord  Aberdeen  and  the  well-known 
peaceful  proclivities  of  Lord  Aber- 
deen were  as  much  as  anything  else 
the  cause  of  the  Crimean  War.  I 
allude  to  this  to  show  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man that  the  action  of  the  friends  of 
peace  must  be  controlled  by  the  ordinary 
rules  of  prudence  and  common  sense  by 
which  such  inferior  mortals  as  Ministers 
are  obliged  to  raide  their  conduct.  Bat, 
generally  speaking,  with  regard  to  this 
question  in  JBulgaria,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
may  be  perfectly  confident  that  the  (Go- 
vernment are  fimy  alive  to  the  crttioal — 
I  will  not  say  critical — ^to  the  serious 
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state  of  things  T:^hich  may  become 
critical  which  there  prevails.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  may  recollect  that  the  policy 
Lord  Salisbury's  Government  pursued 
last  October  with  regard  to  the  equally 
critical  state  of  things  in  that  part  of  the 
world  received  the  approval  of  all  Parties 
in  this  House.  It  was  not  censured 
even  by  those  who  agree  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman.  It  was  approved  in  the 
most  marked  and  public  manner  by  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Mid  Lothian. 
Am  I  making  too  large  a  demand  on  the 
hon.  Member?  I  am  not  appealing  to 
him  now  as  a  partizan ;  I  am  appealing 
to  him  as  an  independent  Member  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  Am  I  making  too 
large  a  demand  upon  him  if  I  say  that  the 
action  which  the  Government — the  Con- 
servative Government — took  last  October, 
and  which  met  with  universal  approval, 
constitutes  some  claim  upon  the  House 
generally  to  repose  a  considerable  amount 
of  confidence  in  the  treatment  which  the 
present  Government  are  likely  to  give  to 
this  state  of  afEairs  in  Bulgaria  ?  The 
aim  of  the  Government  in  all  these 
great  foreign  and  European  questions 
is  to  maintain  in  its  efficient  form  the 
concert  of  Europe  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  the  peace  of  Europe.  We 
nave  no  other  object  outside  that.  None. 
We  know  that  if  we  are  successful  in 
attaining  that  object  we  shall  have  pre- 
served in  its  most  effectual  form  all  those 
great  British  interests  about  which  the 
hon.  Member  is  so  anxious.  I  ask  the 
hon.  Gentleman  and  those  who  agree 
with  him  to  realize  that  I  am  not  making 
any  appeal  to  them  on  this  subject 
lightly,  unreflectingly,  or  for  the  purpose 
of  avoiding  any  inconvenient  discussion. 
It  is  because  I  am  convinced  that  any 
discussion — if  any  should  arise — with- 
out the  House  being  in  possession  of 
information  might  lead  to  most  serious 
misinterpretations  abroad,  and  might 
facilitate,  accelerate,  or  precipitate  those 
very  evils  which  the  hon.  Member  is 
really  so  anxious  tu  avoid. 

Sir  WILFKID  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land, Cockcrmouth)  said,  he  thanked 
the  noble  Lord  for  the  courteous,  teui- 
pcirato,  and  ablo  way  in  which  he  had 
answered  the  Questions  of  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Haggerston; 
but  his  answer  had  not  quite  satisfied 
them,  and  they  would  like  to  discuss 
the  subject  a  little  further,  p]  very  body 
was  aware  that  emergencies  might  arise 

Lord  Randolph  Churchill 


in  which  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Execu- 
tive to  act  at  once ;  but  it  was  equally 
well  known  that  wars  nowadays  were 
gone  into  deliberately,  and  after  some 
sort  of  consultation.  The  noble  Xiord 
told  them  that  they  might  take  it  for 
granted  that  the  Government  would  act 
in  a  Constitutional  way,  and  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  country.  Of  course,  every- 
body acted  in  a  Constitutional  way,  be- 
cause no  one  knew  what  Constitu- 
tionalism really  was.  Why  should  they 
trust  the  present  Government  upon 
questions  of  foreign  policy?  It  was 
not  appointed  to  settle  the  Eastern 
Question.  It  was  appointed  to  settle 
the  Member  for  Mid  Lothian,  and  it  had 
settled  him.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
Opposition,  acting  on  the  maxim  once 
laid  down  by  the  noble  Lord  himself,  to 
oppose  the  Ministry  on  all  suitable  occa- 
sions. Although  they  knew  the  opinion 
of  the  Government  on  the  Irish  Ques- 
tion, they  did  not  know  its  opinion  on 
the  Eastern  Question  ;  and  they  wanted 
to  have  it  clearly  stated  that  no  new  en- 
gagements, no  confederacies,  no  com- 
plications should  be  entered  into  until 
the  policy  was  plainly  laid  before  the 
Representatives  of  the  people.  He 
denied  that  this  involved  any  inter- 
ference with  the  action  of  the  Executive. 
All  they  wanted  was  one  broad  declara- 
tion of  policy  from  the  noble  Lord.  The 
Eastern  Question  was  just  this — ^Were 
they  to  spend  money  and  men  in  keepiog 
the  Turks  at  Constantinople  and  pre- 
venting the  Bussians  going  there  ?  At 
the  present  moment  everybody  knew 
that  the  approach  of  Russia  towards 
Constantinople  was  within  a  more  mea- 
surable distance  than  it  had  ever  been 
within  the  lifetime  of  the  present  gene- 
ration. That  state  of  affairs,  so  far 
from  causing  a  scare,  was  being  taken 
by  the  people  very  quietly.  The  news- 
papers were  taking  it  calmly  and  ration- 
ally, and  when  newspaper  editors  got 
rational  we  might  expect  almost  any- 
thinp^.  All  he  asked  was  that  the  noble 
Lord  bhould  declare  that  ho  was  in 
favour  of  a  policy  of  non-intervention. 
The  noble  Ijord  was  in  a  great  position 
now.  He  had  no  trouble  on  his  hands 
at  present,  except  a  little  war  in  Burmah 
and  one  in  Belfast.  He  led  the  House 
with  ability  and  approbation.  The 
Liberal  Unionists  had  gone  into  seclu- 
;  sion.  He  had  behind  him  ^lO  Gentle- 
\  men  who  would   follow  him  on 
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question  wherever  he  went.  In  short, 
he  was  like  the  Dictator  in  the  Spanish 
Kepublicj  who  was  told  on  his  deathbed  j 
that  he  was  to  forgive  his  enemies.  **  I ' 
have  none,"  was  the  reply,  *'  I  have  j 
shot  them  all."  The  noble  Lord  had  • 
sent  all  his  enemies  to  the  House  of  i 
Peers.  Now  was  his  chance.  Now  was 
his  opportunity  for  proving  that  he  was 
a  great  statesman.  The  noble  Lord  in  his 
lieart,  he  believed,  agreed  with  every 
word  he  was  saying,  for  he  had  a  suspi- 
cion that  the  noble  Lord  was  the  biggest 
Kadical  in  the  House,  and  some  day  his 
ol9  followers  behind  him  would  find 
that  out.  Let  him  get  up,  or  let  some- 
body else  get  up  for  him  —  suiyone 
would  do  it,  if  he  told  them  to  do  it — 
and  say  that  he,  on  behalf  of  this  coun- 
try, did  not  care  two  straws  whether  the 
Turks  or  the  Bussians  were  at  Constan- 
tinople, he  would  have  gone  a  great 
way  to  settle  the  Eastern  Question,  as 
far  as  this  country  was  concerned,  and 
to  promote  the  peace  of  Europe  and  the 
world.  He  would  become  the  head 
pacificator  of  Europe  ;  he  would  send  the 
Radicals  away  in  a  happy  and  grateful 
frame  of  mind ;  and  he  would  make  him- 
self an  everlasting  name  as  the  Minister 
who,  for  once  in  a  way,  had  spoken 
common  sense  on  a  question  of  foreign 
policy. 

Me.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton), 
difi'ering  from  the  noble  Lord,  thought 
that  the  suggestion  of  his  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Haggerston  was  essen- 
tially a  practical  suggestion.  In  other 
countries  the  Legislatures  had  a  voice  in 
tho  liabilities  and  obligations  which 
were  incurred  by  their  Governments, 
and  that  had  been  found  in  practice 
to  work  most  advantageously.  In  the 
United  States  every  Treaty  was  submitted 
to  the  Senate  and  confirmed  before  being 
adopted  by  the  country.  The  United 
States  thus  could  live  at  peace  and  amity 
with  other  countries,  and  they  were  not 
over  meddling  in  disputes  which  did  not 
concern  them.  In  France,  again,  the 
Executive  could  not  undertake  any  war 
without  tho  consent  of  the  Legislature ; 
and  lie  asserted  that,  had  a  similar  power 
been  vested  in  the  British  Legislature 
before  tho  bombardment  of  Alexandria, 
tho  assent  of  the  British  Parliament  to 
tho  bombardment  would  not  have  been 
given  at  that  moment  to  the  Executive, 
and  the  lives  and  treasure  subsequently 
spent  in  Egypt  might  have  been  saved. 


When  the  noble  Lord  appealed  to  them 
not  to  discuss  the  Eastern  Question  on 
the  ground  that  it  might  shake  the  con- 
fidence of  Foreign  Governments  in  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  who  ought  to  be 
considered  as  acting  for  the  nation  col- 
lectively, he  would  point  out  to  him  that 
his  Government  had  not  the  confidence 
of  that  House  or  of  the  country.  [  Minis- 
terial laughter."]  Surely  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  were  aware  that  the  Liberal 
Unionists  took  every  opportunity  of 
saying  that,  with  the  exception  of  mat- 
ters regarding  Ireland,  they  had  no  con- 
fidence in  the  Government.  Now,  they 
must  consider  what  was  the  policy  of  the 
Conservative  Government  when  last  in 
power  and  in  a  majority.  At  that  time 
Lord  Salisbury  was  strongly  in  favour 
of  the  maintenance  of  the  Turkish  Em- 
pire, and  most  anxious  that  we  should 
go  to  war  then  in  order  to  defend  the 
Turkish  Empire  against  Russian  aggres- 
sion. They  wanted  foreign  countries  to 
understand  that  there  was  a  Party  in 
this  country — it  might  be  a  minority — 
who  did  not  agree  with  the  traditional 
policy  of  this  country — the  maintenance 
of  the  Turkish  Empire  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean. As  regarded  Bulgaria,  again, 
it  would  be  infinitely  better  that  we 
should  not  interfere  the  least  in  the 
matter.  We  ought  to  let  the  Bulgarians 
chose  their  own  Governor,  and  let  the 
Russians,  Turks,  and  Austrians  fight  it 
out  as  they  liked.  We  might  look  on 
with  sorrow  and  regret  that  persons 
should  be  so  foolish  as  to  fight;  bat 
certainly,  if  we  were  wise,  we  should 
not  join  in  it,  and  envenom  it  by  so 
doing.  Why  were  we  in  Egypt  ?  Be- 
cause, as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  said,  he  felt  it  necessary  to 
continue  the  policy  of  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Mid  Lothian.  I  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequeb:  Never.] 
Well,  it  was  to  carry  out  the  obligations 
of  the  preceding  Government.  And  so 
it  always  was — succeeding  Governments 
were  bound  by  the  engagements  of  their 
Predecessors ;  but  each  protested  against 
the  action  of  the  other.  We  were  not 
in  Egypt  for  the  benefit  of  the  Egyptians, 
or  that  of  Turkey,  or  that  of  Europe, 
who  all  wished  us  awav ;  and  we  were 
not  there  for  our  own,  for  our  remaining 
there  cost  us  £300,000  or  £400,000 
a-year.  We  were  there  simply  because 
we  had  a  vague  idea  that  a  policy  of 
grab  was  a  good  policy.    We  were  not 
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like  the  dog  in  the  manger,  because  the  I  Salisbury  and  the  right  hon.  Member 


animal  was  in  his  own  manger ;  but 
we  were  like  a  dog  in  somebody  else's 
manger.  Let  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer read  over  the  excellent  speeches 
he  had  made  on  the  subject  when  not  in 
Office,  and  give  effect  to  them  now  that 
he  was  in  power.  There  was  an  idea 
that  the  Eed  Sea  route  was  necessary  to 
us  for  the  defence  of  India ;  but  military 
and  naval  men  were  agreed  that  if  we 
went  to  war  with  a  Naval  Power  we 
should  close  the  Bed  Sea  route  at  Aden 
and  send  everything  round  by  the  Oape. 
Therefore,  there  was  not  the  slightest 
necessity  for  us  to  hold  Egypt  or  the 
Suez  Oanal,  or  for  our  meddling  unne- 
cessarily with  what  went  on  in  Turkey. 
If  Bussia  went  to  Constantinople  we 
might  regret  it ;  but  it  would  be  most 
unwise  to  go  to  war  to  prevent  it.  There 
had  been  other  illusions  as  to  India.  In 
point  of  fact,  we  were  the  aggressors  and 
not  the  Bussians.  Bussia  naturally 
wanted  to  get  to  the  sea;  we  were 
perpetually  interfering  to  prevent  her 
doing  so ;  and  Bussia  retorted  by  push- 
ing on  towards  our  Indian  Frontier, 
but  without  any  intention  of  invading 
India.  If  Bussia  were  at  Constanti- 
nople India  would  be  safer  than  it  was 
now,  because  Bussia  would  be  satisfied, 
and  the  two  countries  would  live  in 
peace  and  amity.  There  was  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  always  be  the  best 
friends  with  Bussia,  except  that  we  were 
always  interfering  with  her  natural 
rights  and  the  necessity  of  her  position. 
The  Colonies  would  not  stand  by  us  if 
we  got  into  trouble  through  meddling 
with  paltry  questions  of  European 
boundaries  and  disputes.  If  we  Kept 
up  a  strong  Navy,  and  maintained  com- 
munication with  our  Colonies,  no  coun- 
try would  attack  us  if  we  did  not  inter- 
fere in  affairs  that  did  not  concern  us. 
Within  the  last  100  years  we  had 
not  been  involved  in  war  because  we 
were  attacked  ;  but  we  had  drifted  into 
war  because  we  had  meddled  in  matters 
that  did  not  concern  us.  The  country 
was  now  an ti- Jingo.  The  former  Go- 
vernment of  Lord  Salisbury  was  turned 
out  because  it  was  too  Jingo ;  and  the 
Liberals  did  not  win  at  the  last  Election 
because,  notwithstanding  Badical  pro- 
tests, we  remained  in  Egypt.  If  the 
present  Government  wished  to  remain 
in  power  they  would  do  well  to  remem- 
ber what   had    occurred  to  both  Lord 
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for  Mid  Lothian,  and  they  would  openlv 
declare  that  we  washed  our  hands  of  aU 
European  troubles,  that  we  had  nothing 
to  do  with  them,  and  that  we  would 
not  interfere  with  them,  but  tKat  we 
would  have  a  strong  Navy,  we  would 
maintain  our  communication  with  oar 
Colonies,  and  that  we  would  only  go 
to  war  with  any  country  tliat  ditecOy 
attacked  us. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Bill  read  the  third  time,  and  patted. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Resolved^  That  this  House  will,  at  the 
rising  of  the  House  this  day,  adjourn 
till    Saturday, — {Mr.    Chancellor   of  ike 

Exchequer.) 

HooBe  adjourned  at  a  quarter  after 
Nine  o'clock  tul  Sainrday. 


HOUSE     OP    LOBDS 
Thunday,  2Zrd  September,   1886. 


Public  Bill  —  Second  Reading  —  Commuttm 
negatived  —  Third  Beading  —  Conadiidatod 
Fund  (Appropriation),*  and  passed. 

ARMY  —  EFFICIENCY  OP  THE  NEW 
RIFLE  -  INSTRUCTIONS  TO  THE 
COMMITTEE  OF  INQUIRY  —  THE 
RESERVE    FORCES. 

QT7ESTI0N.       OBSEBYATIONS. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS,  in  riaing  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  What  instructions  hare  been  g^ren 
to  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  new  rifle ;  and, 
what  are  the  intentions  of  the  Gk>yeni- 
ment  regarding  theEeserre  Forces?  said, 
that  latterly  the  condition  of  their  mili- 
tary armaments  was  a  question  which  oc- 
cupied considerable  public  attention,  and 
it  was  not  creditable  to  the  Government  of 
this  country  that  some  British  guns  were 
in  their  present  unsatisfactory  and  ineffi- 
cient condition.  He  pointed  to  the  un- 
satisfactory condition  of  the  armaments 
of  the  country,  declaring  that  our  big 
guns  burst,  our  bayonets  benti  and  oar 
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swords  broke — a  condition  of  things 
which  should  not  exist  in  a  country 
which  prided  itself  upon  its  manufac- 
turing ability.  He  had  been  a  Member 
of  a  Committee  on  Small  Arms  some 
years  ago,  and  when  the  length  of  the 
rifle  was  reduced  it  was  thought  neces- 
sary to  add  to  the  length  of  the  bayonet, 
with  the  result  that  they  were  much 
weaker.  He  could  not  but  hope  that 
the  Government,  in  view  of  the  pro- 
posal to  adopt  a  new  rifle,  would  con- 
sider the  question  of  the  bayonets  also. 
It  was  not,  however,  to  these  points  that 
ho  desired  to  call  attention  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion.  What  he  wished  to  do 
was  to  ask  for  information  concerning 
the  new  rifle,  and  the  intentions  of  the 
Government  as  regarded  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Reserve  Forces.  No  one  was 
more  anxious  than  himself  to  see  an  im- 
proved weapon;  but  the  question  was 
whether  the  improvements  in  this  new 
rifle  would  make  it  worth  while  to 
change  the  arm?  He  believed  that 
these  new  rifles  had  only  been  so  far 
adopted  in  the  Service  that  a  certain 
number  of  them  were  issued  for  trial, 
and  that  the  Eeports  had  come  in  and 
would  be  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  a  Committee.  He  should  like  to  know 
who  were  to  be  the  Members  of  that 
Committee ;  what  its  instructions  were, 
and  whether  its  inquiry  was  confined 
simply  to  consideration  of  these  Keports, 
or  whether  they  had  the  power  to  con- 
sider whether  it  was  desirable  or  not  to 
have  this  rifle  or  some  other  rifle  ?  His 
own  belief  was  that  the  present  Martini- 
Henry  rifle  was,  for  all  practical  military 
purposes,  as  good  a  weapon  as  could  be 
desired.  It  had  been  already  tested  in 
the  field,  and  had  done  good  service.  He 
had  a  letter  from  the  Colonel  of  the  Sea- 
forth  Highlanders,  than  whose  testimony 
in  favour  of  the  Martini-Henry  nothing 
could  be  stronger.  That  letter  showed 
that  even  in  sandy,  dusty  districts  of  the 
Soudan  in  no  one  instance  had  a  rifle 
become  unserviceable  by  any  defect  of 
tlie  rifle.  With  reference  to  the  second 
part  of  his  Question,  as  to  what  were 
the  intentions  of  the  Government  as  re- 
p^arded  the  organization  of  the  Reserve 
Forces,  he  had  three  years  ago  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Militia  was 
in  a  rotten  state,  it  being  30,000  below 
its  proper  Establishment,  and  it  also  con- 
tained  30,000  men  who  properly  be- 
longed to  the  Army  Reserve ;  and  both 


in  its  numbers  and  its  organization  this 
branch  of  the  Force  required  improve- 
ment. He  asserted  that  the  Militia  Re- 
serve, which  was  the  backbone  of  the 
Army,  ought  to  be  increased.  With  re- 
gard to  the  Yeomanry,  he  believed  that 
it  might  be  made  a  most  valuable  force 
if  it  were  turned  into  a  kind  of  Rifle 
Cavalry.  The  Volunteers  were  the  only 
part  of  the  Reserves  which  were  tho- 
roughly satisfactory  in  point  of  num- 
bers ;  but  they  were  so  deficient  in  point 
of  equipment,  in  transport,  in  commis- 
sariat, and  in  field  artillery  that  they 
were  practically  useless.  In  his  opinion, 
it  w£is  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
whole  Volunteer  Establishment  should 
be  properly  equipped.  What  was  re- 
quired in  our  military  administration 
was  that  the  truth  should  be  spoken  more 
freely.  He  maintained  that  both  Parties 
were  to  blame  for  the  present  unsatisfac- 
tory condition  of  the  Reserves.  He  should 
be  surprised  to  see  any  ex- Secretary 
of  State  for  War  get  up  in  his  place 
and  state  that  he  had  been  thoroughly 
satisfied  with  the  way  in  which  his  De- 
partment had  been  treated  by  the  Cabi- 
net and  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer when  he  was  in  Office.  At  present 
great  injustice  was  being  done  to  the 
British  taxpayer ;  but  he  believed  that 
if  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  or  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  would  come 
forward  and  tell  the  constituencies  that 
the  state  of  things  was  unsatisfactory, 
and  would  threaten  to  resign  unless  an 
increase  of  expenditure  were  granted, 
the  British  taxpayer  would  glad^  assent 
to  a  loan  of  £10,000,000.  Such  distrust 
had  arisen  with  regard  to  these  matters, 
that  a  Committee  had  been  formed,  called 
the  In^erial  Defence  Committee,  of 
which  Lord  Napier  was  a  Member,  and 
which  had  been  joined  by  Representa- 
tives of  all  our  great  Colonies.  Its  ob- 
ject was  to  endeavour  to  find  out  in  all 
directions  what  our  deficiencies  were ;  to 
open  the  eyes  of  the  nation  by  Questions 
and  Motions  in  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  and,  if  necessary,  to  hold  public 
meetings,  which  at  any  rate  would  call 
the  attention  of  the  ''man  in  the  street" 
to  the  real  state  of  our  military  and 
naval  defences.  He  must  apologize  for 
troubling  their  Lordships  with  these  ob- 
servations at  this  time,  and  in  conclusion 
begged  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  the  Question  of  which  he 
had  given  Notice. 
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The  under  SECRETAEY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Lord  Haeeis)  said, 
there  was  no  need  for  the  noble  Earl  to 
apologize  for  engaging  their  Lordships' 
attention  on  a  subject  of  such  vital  im- 
portance to  the  nation  as  its  defence. 
He,  however,  had  scarcely  been  pre- 
pared for  the  somewhat  wide  range 
which  the  noble  Earl's  speech  had  taken 
on  that  occasion.  Had  the  noble  Earl 
during  the  last  six  weeks  when  the 
House  was  sitting  daily  enlivened  and 
interested  their  discussions  by  speeches 
as  brilliant  as  that  he  had  delivered  that 
evening  their  proceedings  would  have 
been  a  little  more  interesting.  In  the 
course  of  his  speech  the  noble  Earl  had 
ranged  from  England  to  Duloigno ;  but, 
for  his  own  part,  he  should  content  him- 
self by  answering  the  Questions  which 
the  noble  Earl  had  put  to  him.  The 
noble  Earl  had  asked  what  instructions 
had  been  issued  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Enfield-Martini  rifle  ?  Those  instruc- 
tions were — 

'*  To  confiider  the  Keports  which  had  heen 
made  on  the  1,000  Enfield-Martini  rifles  issued 
to  the  troops  for  trial,  and  to  submit  recom- 
mendations as  to  any  modifications  in  the  rifle 
and  bayonet  which  they  might  consider  desir- 
able, looking  to  the  experience  gained  in  the 
trials  and  to  the  suggestions  of  officers  who  have 
reported  on  the  arms." 

He  did  not  happen  to  remember  all  the 
names  of  the  Committee;  but  upon  it 
were  Colonel  Philip  Smith,  Sir  Honry 
Halford,  Mr.  Guy  Dawnay,  and  Colonel 
Tongue,  who  were  all  men  of  great  prac- 
tical experience.  The  noble  Earl  had 
suggested  that  Mr.  Eoss  should  be  added 
to  the  Committee  on  account  of  his  tho- 
rough practical  knowledge  of  the  use  of 
the  rifle ;  but  he  would  point  out  that 
Colonel  Smith,  Mr.  Guy  Dawnay,  and 
others  with  large  practical  knowledge  of 
the  use  of  the  rifle  were  on  the  Commit- 
tee, and,  without  detracting  at  all  from 
the  experience  of  Mr.  Ross,  he  thought 
it  would  hardly  be  advisable  to  add  to 
the  membership  of  the  Committee,  which 
was  sufficiently  large  already.  The 
noble  Earl  had  gone  into  the  question 
of  guns,  bayonets,  and  swords,  and 
tho  Government  hoped  to  obtain  all  the 
information  necessary  from  the  Commis- 
sion. He  could  assure  the  noble  Earl 
thac  upon  this  question  the  Government 
would  take  all  recommendations  into 
contjidtration.  He  was  not  surprised 
that  the  noble  Earl  was  rather  anxious 
as  to  whether  the  new  rifle  would  drive 


the  Martini-HenzT  from  the  field,  be- 
cause the  noble  Earl  was  inatramental 
in  introducing  the  latter  weapon. 

The  Eabl  of  WBMT8S  :  No ;  I  wu 
only  on  the  second  Committee^  after  the 
Martini-Henry  had  been  adopted. 

Lord  HAEKI8  :  But  the  noble  Earl 
was  strongly  in  favour  of  the  Martini- 
Henry. 

Thb  Earl  of  WEMYSS  :  Yee. 

Lord  HABRIS:  And,  speaking  in 
regard  to  it  in  1871,  the  noble  Earl  said 
the  wish  of  everyone  was  to  provide  the 
British  Army  with  the  best  rifle  pos- 
sible. Now,  he  (Lord  Harris)  would 
use  that  very  language,  and  it  was  with 
that  object  that  the  Committee  was  now 
sitting.  There  was  nothing  binding  the 
Government  to  adopt  the  new  weapon. 
They  only  wished  to  know  if  it  was 
better  than  the  Martini-Henry;  and 
obviously  it  was  the  duty  of  the  War 
Department  to  keep  abreast  of  the  ad- 
vance and  improvement  in  all  such  wea- 
pons. It  would  b^  of  the  greatest  ad- 
vantage, for  instance,  that  a  rifle  should 
be  as  light  as  possible,  which  would 
admit  of  the  soldier  carrying  the  lu^st 
possible  supply  of  ammunition. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS:  But  the 
new  rifle  is  heavier. 

Lord  HARRIS  was  not  saying  whe- 
ther the  new  rifle  was  heavier  or  not. 
He  was  only  saying  what  the  noble 
Earl  said  in  1871,  when  of  two  patterns 
of  the  Martini-Henry  the  shorter  rifle 
was  adopted  because  it  was  lighter. 
Those  were  questions  which  it  was  neces- 
sary to  take  up;  and  the  noble  Earl 
need  not  be  afraid  that  the  new  rifle 
would  be  adopted  without  due  caution 
and  care  being  taken  to  secure  that  it 
was  an  improvement.  Some  sugges- 
tions which  the  noble  Earl  had  made  on 
the  subject  would  receive  due  conside- 
ration. Then,  as  regarded  the  organiia- 
tion  of  the  Reserve  Forces,  that  muit 
depend  upon  the  mobilization  of  tho 
Army  Corps,  and  there  was  a  scheme 
now  under  consideration  in  reference  to 
the  matter.  The  points  referred  to  by 
the  noble  Earl  in  reference  to  transpozt 
had  not  escaped  the  notice  of  the  Go- 
vernment. He  thought  that  the  obser- 
vations of  the  noble  Earl  were  directed 
very  much  towards  registration  of  trans- 
port in  localities.  That  was  a  matter 
which  had  certainly  not  escaped  the 
attention  of  the  Government ;  and  he 
hoped  sincerely  that  before  very  long 
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they  would  have  at  their  disposal  all 
the  means  of  obtainiDg  information  upon 
the  point.  The  noble  Earl  had  made 
charges  against  the  Militia  which  he 
must  repudiate  in  toto.  The  noble  Earl 
said  it  was  in  a  perfectly  rotten  con- 
dition. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  :  As  regards 
numbers. 

Lord  HAEEIS  said,  he  must  deny 
that  the  Militia  was  in  a  rotten  con- 
dition even  as  regarded  numbers.  The 
figures  showed  that  the  Militia,  in  the 
last  two  or  three  years,  had  been  rapidly 
improving.  With  regard  to  recruiting,  in 
1881-2  the  number  was  23,432,  in  1882-3 
the  number  was  32,049,  in  1883-4  it 
was  36,047,  and  in  1884-5  it  had  in- 
creased to  40,917,  nearly  5,000  more  than 
in  the  year  before.  The  numbers  coming 
up  to  the  preliminary  and  other  drills 
had  also  decidedly  improved.  Then,  as 
to  recruit  absentees,  in  1881-2  the  10«. 
bounty  was  partially  abolished,  and  in 
the  next  two  years  wholly  abolished. 
The  percentage  of  absentees  for  the  five 
years  previous  to  the  abolition  of  the 
10^.  bounty  was  in  1876-7  24  percent, 
in  1877-8  21  per  cent,  in  1878-9  16  per 
cent,  in  1879-80  14  per  cent,  and  in 
1880-1  12  per  cent.  In  the  year  1881-2 
it  was  39  per  cent,  in  1882-3  it  was 
4  7  per  cent,  in  1883-4  it  was  1*4  per 
cent,  and  in  1884-5  it  was  1*6  per  cent. 
Since  the  abolition  of  the  10«.  bounty, 
therefore,  the  percentage  of  absentees 
had  dropped  to  1*6  per  cent.  That,  he 
thought,  was  a  state  of  things  which 
the  noble  Earl  must  admit  was  satis- 
factory. Then,  as  regarded  the  quality 
of  the  men,  out  of  172  Keports  from 
inspecting  oflficers  159  ranged  from  fair 
and  very  fair  to  very  good  and  most 
satisfactory.  With  respect  to  the  waste 
from  the  Militia,  it  was  more  than  met 
now  by  the  numbers  that  joined.  In 
1885  the  net  increase  over  the  waste  was 
3,816,  and  in  1884  4,940,  makinga  total 
of  8,756  ;  and  if  that  increase  continued 
in  a  few  years  the  Establishment  would 
be  complete.  At  present  it  was  17,907 
short,  and  he  admitted  that  if  they  in- 
cluded those  absent  without  leave  it 
amounted  to  28,334.  The  comparative 
annual  increase  and  decrease  in  the 
Militia  during  the  last  five  years  showed 
that  the  annual  average  strength  might 
be  taken  as  108,227,  the  annual  average 
increase  as  35,225,  and  the  annual  ave- 
rage decrease  as  37,248,  making  an  an- 

VOL.  CCCIX.      [third  series.] 


nual  areraffe  deficit  of  2,023.  The  last 
five  years  showed  a  decrease  in  1881  of 
5,357,  in  1882  of  6,899,  and  in  1883  of 
6,614,  and  an  increase  in  1884  of  4,940, 
and  in  1885  of  3,816.  In  the  last  two 
years  it  had  improved  so  remarkably 
that  he  thought  the  noble  Earl  must 
admit  that  the  condition  of  the  Militia 
as  regarded  numbers  was  not  in  the 
rotten  condition  that  he  represented. 
From  figures  placed  before  him  that 
day  he  thought  he  might  fairly  say 
that  the  satisfactory  state  of  things 
which  had  been  going  on  during  the 
last  two  years  was  likely  to  be  main- 
tained this  year.  He  acknowledged 
that  the  drain  from  the  Militia  into 
the  Regulars  was  increasing;  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  he  found  that  there 
was  a  much  larger  number  of  men  who 
had  been  discharged  from  the  Army' 
joining  the  Militia.  He  did  not  think 
that  upon  those  fig^es,  which  the  noble 
Earl  could  have  got  for  himself  by  re- 
ferring to  the  Report  of  the  Inspector 
General  of  Recruiting,  the  noble  Earl 
was  justified  in  saying  that  the  Militia 
as  regarded  numbers  w£ls  in  a  thoroughly 
rotten  condition.  With  respect  to  the 
Yeomanry,  he  entirely  agreed  with  the 
statements  of  the  noble  Earl;  and  if 
the  regiments  were  willing  to  become 
Rifle  Cavalry  it  would  be  the  very  best 
thing  they  could  do.  He  did  not  think 
that  there  could  be  a  more  useful  body 
of  men  for  the  protection  of  the  interior 
of  England  than  such  a  body  as  the 
Yeomanry.  The  men  were  used  to 
horses  and  to  the  rifle,  and  as  a  body 
they  could  move  about  with  celerity 
from  spot  to  spot.  Personally,  he  hoped 
that  this  was  a  change  which  would 
take  place.  The  condition  of  things 
agricultural,  however,  was  so  bad  just 
now  that  the  Yeomanry  were  suffering 
more  than  any  other  branch  of  the 
Service.  As  to  the  field  artillery,  he 
was  informed  on  the  very  highest  autho- 
rity that  it  required  constant  and  daily 
practice  to  be  properly  and  efficiently 
worked,  and  the  question  was  one  which 
had  not  escaped  the  attention  of  the 
Government.  With  regard  to  transport 
and  commissariat,  he  had  referred  to 
that  matter ;  it  depended  entirely  upon 
the  mobilization  of  the  Army  Cbrps. 
As  to  the  Volunteers,  the  noble  Earl 
knew  that  the  Government  had  under 
consideration  at  the  present  moment  the 
question  of  an  increase  of  the  capita- 
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tion  grant.  The  Gh>yemment  recog- 
nized quite  as  clearly  as  the  noble  Earl 
did  the  enormous  advantage  which  it 
was  to  the  country  to  have  a  Volunteer 
Army  such  as  ours  was.  Beyond  the 
fact  of  having  a  body  of  trained  men 
there  was  the  enormous  advantage  of 
improved  physique  and  of  military  dis- 
cipline to  be  calculated  among  a  large 
body  of  men  now  passing  through  the 
Volunteers,  and  there  was  also  the  effect 
which  all  this  must  have  upon  a  large 
body  of  the  people.  The  Government 
were  fully  alive  to  these  advantages,  and 
they  quite  recognized  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  the  Government  and  the  country 
giving  as  much  support  as  possible  to 
the  Volunteers.  But  he  thought  it  was 
the  bounden  duty  of  every  Government 
to  take  care  that  in  these  matters  which 
the  country  had  to  pay  for  there  should 
be  an  adequate  return  for  the  money. 
He  thought  there  was  a  suspicion  of  a 
covert  sneer  in  the  reference  which  the 
noble  Earl  made  to  the  remarks  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  in  "  another 

? lace ''as  to  the  interests  of  the  taxpayers. 
t  was  not  only  the  duty  of  a  responsible 
Gt)vemment  to  see  that  this  adequate 
return  was  secured,  but  it  stretched 
further,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  every 
Legislator,  whether  elective  or  heredi- 
tary, to  consider  the  interests  of  the  rate- 
payers. He  could  assure  the  noble  Earl 
that  it  was  not  only  the  wish,  but  also 
the  present  intention,  of  the  Government 
to  do  as  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
said  in  '' another  place;"  and,  to  use 
the  noble  Earl's  own  words,  to  put  such 
a  Volunteer  Force  as  would  be  adequate 
to  the  wants  of  the  nation  in  as  satis- 
factory a  condition  as  possible.  He  could 
not  conceive  a  more  satisfactory  statement 
than  this  with  regard  to  the  Volunteers ; 
and  ho  hoped  that  in  a  short  time,  now 
that  the  Eeturns  had  come  in,  the  Go- 
vernment would  be  able  to  say  what  it 
was  that  they  proposed  to  do  with  refer- 
ence to  the  increase  in  the  capitation 
grant.  He  could  not  sit  down  without 
congratulating  the  noble  Earl  upon  the 
fact  that,  having  for  some  time  back 
cared  for  the  liberty  and  property  of  the 
individual,  he  was  now  turning  his  at- 
tention to  a  wider  field,  and  had  taken 
up  the  question  of  the  defence  of  the 
Empire.  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
advice  which  the  noble  Earl  was  likely 
to  get  from  the  ^*  man  in  the  street  "was 
of  great  advantage ;  but  he  was  quite 

Lord  Marrit 


sure  it  would  swell  the  reoords  of  fhe 
Committee  which  was  about  to  be  formed. 
He  hoped  the  statements  which  he  had 
been  able  to  make  would  not  be  con* 
sidered  unsatisfactory  by  the  noble 
Earl. 

The  Eabl  of  WEMYSS  said  he 
would  withdraw  the  word  **  rotten,"  and 
say  that  the  state  of  the  Militia  was 
thoroughly  unsatisfactory.  He  main- 
tained that  this  was  the  condition  of 
that  Force,  even  according  to  the  noble 
Lord's  own  showing.  As  regards  the 
granting  of  field  artillery  to  the  Volun- 
teers, of  course,  the  officers  who  advised 
the  War  Department,  being  Royal  Ar- 
tillerists, looked  for  perfection  in  such 
matters.  But  half-a-loaf  was  better 
than  no  bread,  and  he  was  sure  that  the 
Artillery  Volunteers,  if  they  had  these 
guns,  would  attain  a  very  respectable 
degree  of  efficiency  in  the  use  of  them. 

CONSOLIDATED   FUND   (AFPROPBIATIOir) 

BILL. 

Read  2*  (according  to  order)  ;  Committao 
negatived:  Then  Standing  Order  No.  XXXV. 
considered  (according  to  order),  and  ditpemmi 
with  :  Bill  read  3%  said  patted. 

House  adioumed  at  a  qoarter  past  Tiw% 

o'clock,  to  Saturday  next,  a  quarter 

before  Twelve  o'clock. 


HOUSE     OF     LORDS, 
Saturday,  25th  SeptemUr,  1886. 


MINUTES.]—  SuLECT  CoxMiTTBx  —  Si^mH— 
Employers*  Liability  Act  (18S0)  Amwidmsnt 
[No.  24]. 

Public  Bills  —  Royal  Auent  •»  ConBolidated 
Fund  (Appropriation)  [60  Viet,  c.  1] ;  Secret 
Service  Kep^  [60  Viet.  c.  2];  Submarine 
Telegraph  Act  (I8S6)  Amendment  [50  Viet. 
c.  3];  Disturbances  at  Belfast  Inqidrj 
[50  Vict.  c.  4] ;  Expiring  Laws  Continwano 
[60  Vict.  c.  6]. 

Provisional  Order  Bills  —  J?«jr«/  Aumt  — 
Elementary  Education    Confirmation    (Sir* 


mingham)  [60  Viet.  c.  i.] ;  Elementary  Eda- 
cation  Confirmation  (Lonaon)  [60  Vict.  c.  ii.l ; 
Local  Government  (Poor  Law)  (No.  7)  [JO 


Viet.  c.  iii.];  Local  Government  (Coontj 
Divisions)  [60  Vict,  c  iv.] :  Local  Uoveni* 
ment  (Gas)  [60  Vict,  c  v.] ;  Local  OoTem- 
ment  (No.  3)  [60  Viet,  c  yii.] ;  Local  Go* 
vemment  (No.  6)  [60  Viet,  c  viii.);  Pier 
and  Harbour  [60  Viet.  c.  iz.];  Tramwrnya 
(No.  1)  [60  Viet,  c  z.];  Local  GoTemmeot 
(No.  8)  [60  Viet.  e.  zi.];  Looal  ^ 


•  ji 


1 349  Prorogation  of 

(No.  9)  [50  Vict.  c.  xii.] ;  Local  Government 
(Ireland)  (PubHc  Health  Act)  (No.  2)  [60 
Vict.  c.  xiii.] ;  Local  Government  (No.  7) 
[60  Vict.  c.  XV.]  ;  Local  Government  (High- 
ways) [50  Vict.  c.  vi.] ;  Local  Government 
(No.  6)  [50  Vict.  c.xiv.]\  Local  Government 
(No.  10)  [50  Vict.  c.  XV.]  ;  Local  Government 
(No.  11)  [60  Vict.  c.  xvii.] ;  Electric  Lighting 
[60  Vict.  c.  xviii.];  Gas  (No.  2)  [60  Vict, 
c.  xix.] ;  Public  Health  (Scotland)  (Urray 
Water)  [50  Vict.  c.  xx.] ;  Tramways  (No.  2) 
[60  Vtct.  c.  xxi.];  Tramways  (No.  3)  [50 
Vict.  c.  xxii.]. 
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PROROGATION  OF  THE  PARLIAMENT— 
HER  MAJESTY'S  SPEECH. 

The  PAHLIAMENT  was  this  day 
prorogued  by  Connnisaion. 

TuE  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (Lord 
Halsbury)  acquainted  the  House  that 
Her  Majesty  had  been  pleased  to  grant 
t>vo  several  Commissions;  one  for  de- 
claring Her  Royal  Assent  to  several 
Bills  agreed  to  by  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament, and  the  other  for  proroguing 
the  Parliament: — And  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners— namely,  The  Lord  Chan- 
cellor ;  The  Earl  of  Iddesleioh  (Se- 
cretary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs); 
The  Lord  Stanley  of  Preston  (Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade) ;  The  Earl 
of  Kintore  (Captain  of  the  Yeomen  of 
tlie  Guard)  ;  and  The  Lord  Shute 
(Viscount  Barrington)  (Captain  of  the 
Gentlemen  at  Arms) — being  in  their 
Robes,  and  seated  on  a  Form  between 
the  Throne  and  the  Woolsack  ;  and  the 
Commons  being  come,  with  their  Speaker, 
and  the  Commission  to  that  purpose 
being  read,  the  Royal  Assent  was  given 
to  several  Bills. 

Then  The  LORD  CHANCELLOR, 
pursuant  to  Her  Majesty's  Command, 
delivered    Her    Majesty's    Speech,    as 

follows : — 

**  ilfy  Lords,  and  Oentlemeriy 
"I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  release  you 
trom  your  arduous  duties. 

'*  My  relations  with  foreign  Powers 
continue  to  be  friendly. 

*'  The  mutiny  of  a  portion  of  the 
Bulgarian  army  has  led  to  the  abdica- 
tion of  Prince  Alexander.  A  Regency 
has  been  established,  which  is  now  ad- 
ministering the  affairs  of  the  Prin- 
cipality, and  preparations  are  being 
made  for  the  election  of  his  successor, 


{  Septembbb  25,  1886} 

in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Treaty  of  Berlin. 

"In  answer  to  a  communication 
addressed  by  the  Porte  to  the  Signa- 
tory Powers,  parties  to  that  Treaty, 
I  have  stated  that,  so  far  as  this  coun- 
try is  concerned,  there  will  be  no  in- 
fraction of  the  conditions  guaranteed 
by  Treaties  to  Bulgaria.  Assurances 
to  the  same  effect  have  been  given  by 
other  Powers. 

"  The  demarcation  of  the  Afghan 
frontier  has  advanced  to  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  Oxus.  In  view  of  the 
approach  of  winter,  my  Commission 
has  been  withdrawn ;  but  the  infor- 
mation which  they  have  obtained  will 
be  sufficient  for  the  determination,  by 
direct  negotiation  between  the  two 
Courts,  of  the  portion  of  frontier 
which  still  remains  unmarked. 


"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, 

"  I  thank  you  for  the  supplies  which 
you  have  voted  for  the  requirements  of 
the  public  service. 

'*  My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 
"I  have  directed  the  issue  of  a 
Commission  to  inquire  into  the  cir- 
cumstances which  appear  to  have  pre- 
vented the  anticipated  operation  of 
recent  Acts  dealing  with  the  tenure 
and  purchase  of  land  in  Ireland. 

"I  have  observed  with  much 
satisfaction  the  interest  which  in  an 
increasing  degree  is  evinced  by  the 
people  of  this  country  in  the  welfare 
of  their  Colonial  and  Indian  fellow- 
subjects  ;  and  I  am  led  to  the  con- 
viction that  there  is  on  all  sides  a 
growing  desire  to  draw  closer  in  every 
practicable  way  the  bonds  whichunite 
the  various  portions  of  the  Empire. 
I  have  authorised  communications  to 
be  entered  into   with  the  prinoipal 
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Colonial  Governments  with  a  view  to 
the  fuller  consideration  of  matters  of 
common  interest. 

"  I  pray  that  the  blessing  of  Al- 
mighty God  may  be  with  you." 

Then  a  Commission  for  proroguing 
the  Parliament  was  read. 

After  which, 

The  LOED  CHANCELLOR  said— 

jify  Lordsy  and  Gentfemen^ 

By  virtue  of  Her  Majesty's  Commis- 
sion, under  the  Great  Seal,  to  us  and 
other  Lords  directed,  and  now  read,  we 
do,  in  Her  Majesty's  Name,  and  in 
obedience  to  Her  Commands,  prorogue 
this  Parliament  to  Thursday  the  Eleventh 
day  of  November  next,  to  be  then  here 
holden ;  and  this  Parliament  is  accord- 
ingly prorogued  to  Thursday  the  Eleventh 
day  of  November  next. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Saturday y  2bth  September ^  1886. 


The  House  met  at  a  quarter  before 
Twelve  of  the  clock. 

QUESTIONS, 

OFFICE  OF  WORKS   (FURNITURE   DE- 
PARTMENT)—MEMORIAL  OF 
ASSISTANTS. 

Mr.  LAWSON  (St.  Pancras,  W.) 
asked  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works, 
If  his  attention  has  been  called  to  a 
Memorial  presented  by  four  assistants 
in  the  Furniture  Department  of  the 
Office  of  "Works  dismissed  in  1884; 
whether  they  have  asked  for  an  im- 
partial inquiry  to  elicit  all  the  facts  of 
the  case,  not  known  at  the  time  of  the 
dismissal  of  MacGillivray  and  his  three 
fellow  clerks ;  and,  whether,  under  these 
circumstances,  he  will  reconsider  the  de- 
cision which  was  then  arrived  at  to  refuse 
all  further  inquiry  ? 


The  first  COMMISSIONER  (Mr. 
Pluitket)  (Dublin  University) :  The 
case  of  the  four  assistants  in  the  Furni- 
ture Department  of  the  Office  of  Works 
dismissed  in  1884  was,  I  am  ioformed, 
very  carefully  gone  into  at  the  time,  and 
has  been  further  considered  by  each  of 
my  Predecessors  in  Office,  and  I  cannot 
hold  out  any  hope  that  I  can  depart 
from  their  decisions;  but  I  shall  read 
through  the  Papers  myself  with  a  view 
to  seeing  whether  any  new  facts  hare 
been  adduced. 

ROYAL  PAKKS  AND  PLEASURE 
GARDENS— KEW  GARDENS. 

Mr.  MACDONALD  CAMERON 
(Wick,  &c.)  asked  the  First  Commis- 
sioner of  Works,  Whether  the  seats 
promised  to  be  put  on  the  Thames 
frontage  of  Kew  Gardens  have  been 
placed  there;  and,  if  not,  when  they 
will  be;  whether  any  further  decision 
has  been  arrived  at  as  to  the  opening  of 
Queen's  Gate  for  public  use ;  and,  if 
not,  would  he  state  the  reason ;  whether 
it  is  proposed  to  remove  the  brick  wall 
around  the  Gardens  in  Bichmond  Road ; 
and,  whether  the  authorities  will  per* 
mit  smoking  in  the  g^unds  of  the 
Gardens  ? 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  (Mr. 
Plttnket)  (Dublin  University):  Sir,  I 
will  see  that  any  promises  which  have 
been  made  as  to  placing  seats  on  the 
Thames  frontage  of  Kew  Gardens  shall  be 
carried  out  without  delay.  As  to  the  open- 
ing of  Queen's  Gtite— or  more  properly 
the  Temperate  House  Gate— that  sag* 
gestion  has  frequently  been  made  to  the 
Office  of  Works,  and  especially  urgently 
and  repeatedly  by  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  Kingston  Division  of 
Surrey  (Sir  Whittaker  EUis) ;  bat  we 
have  never  been  able  to  admit  that  a 
sufficient  case  hcis  been  made  out.  If  ever 
the  Lichfield  Road  is  extended  to  the 
station,  a  new  gate  at  the  end  of  that 
road  and  immediately  opposite  the 
station  will,  we  believe,  meet  the  wants 
of  the  public.  As  to  removing  the 
brick  wall  round  Kew  Gardens,  I  am 
informed  that  that  could  not  be  done 
without  injury  to  the  Gardens,  and 
without  exposing  many  of  the  valaable 
shrubs  in  them  to  the  destmctive  effects 
of  easterly  winds  and  dust.  As  to  the 
suggestion  to  permit  smoking  in  the 
grounds,  that  question  is  new  to  me; 
but  I  shall  inquire  into  it. 
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INDIA— SAVANCORE- EXCLUSION  OF 
M.  lIDSTDAli. 
Mr.  hunter  (Aberdeen,  N.)  asked 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
AfTairs,  Whether  there  is  any  ohjection 
to  lay  U|>on  the  Table  the  CorroBpond- 
ence  between  Hor  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment and  the  French  Government  re- 
lating to  the  osclueion  of  M.  Montdar 
from  Navancoro,  and  the  alleged  injus- 
tice ot  which  M.  Montdar  complaina  of 
having  received  from  the  Government 
of  India  ? 

The  under  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  FEROtrssoN)  (Man- 
chester, N.E,).  in  reply,  said,  this  was  a 
matter  which  really  related  to  the  Indian 
Department;  but  he  was  informed  by 
that  Department  tbat  they  could  net 
a^ree  to  presenting  the  Papers,  because 
the  matter  was  one  of  a  personal  cha- 
racter, and  not  of  public  importance. 

WESTERN  AUSTRALIA  (LAW  AND 

JUSTICE) -APPOINTMENT  OF 

THIRD  JUDGE. 

Mr.  DEASY  (Majo,  W.)  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  If  it 
is  the  intention  of  the  Ooverument  to 
adhere  to  the  76th  Regulation  of  the 
Colonial  Office  in  making  the  appoint- 
ment of  Third  Judge  in  Weatem  Aus- 
tralia ? 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD(Mr.EiTCHiE) 
(Tower  Hamlets,  St.  George's)  (who  re- 
plied) said,  that  the  Colonial  Office  waa 
not  aware  of  any  proposal  to  the  effect 
stated  in  the  Question  of  the  hon. 
Member. 


t;REAT  BRITAIN  AND  SPAIN— TREATY 
OF  KXTliADlTION, 

Mk.  F.  8.  STEVENSON  (Suffolk, 
Eye)  (for  Mr.  Shirley)  (Yorkshire, 
"\V,H.,  Doncaster)  asked  the  Under  8e- 
rrptary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs, 
Wlietlicr  any  Extradition  Treaty  exists 
with  Spain  ;  and,  if  not,  whether  auch 
II  Treaty  can  be  negotiated,  so  that 
criminals  may  not  escape  justice  by 
going  to  a  Foreign  Country  ? 

The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  (Sir  James  FEEaoaaoii)  (Man- 
chester, N.E. ) :  Yes,  Sir ;  there  is  bb 
Extradition  Treaty  with  Spain,  con- 
cluded on  June  14,  1878,  and  atill  ia 
force. 
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ACCESSION  OF  HEB  MAJESTY  THE 

QUEEN— CELEBRATION  OF 

THE  JUBILEE. 

Me.  LAWSON  (St.  Pancras,  W.)(for 
Mr.  Shirley)  (Yorkshire,  "W.!!.,  Don- 
caster)  asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, Whether  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Government  that  the  jubilee  year 
of  Her  Majesty's  accession  t^  the  Throne 
should  be  appropriately  celebrated  in 
some  National  manner,  so  as  to  give 
pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  all  loyal 
subjects;  and,  if  so,  can  he  state  whe- 
ther the  Goveramect  have  considered 
the  manner  in  which  such  celebration 
would  moat  fitly  take  placo;  and,  whe- 
ther their  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
the  recent  suggestion  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales  as  to  the  Colonial  Eibibition  ? 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER  (Lord  Randolph  CHnRCHiLL) 
(Paddington,  S.):  Of  course,  it  will  be 
of  great  interest  to  the  Government  that 
the  jubilee  year  of  Her  Majesty's  Reign 
should  be  marked  by  appropriate  cele- 
brations; and,  of  course,  the  Govern- 
ment will  consider  the  question,  as  far 
as  it  may  lie  within  their  province  to  do 
so.  But  all  celebrations  of  this  kind 
will  probably  possess  greater  value  in 
proportion  as  they  arise  from  the  spon- 
taneous action  of  the  people. 


PUBLIC  WORKS  (IRELAND)  -  CONSTI- 
TUTION  OF   THE   PROPOSED 
ROYAL  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  MURPHY  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick's) 
asked  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
Whether  he  could  give  the  names  of  the 
gentlemen  who  would  constitute  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Public  Works  in 
Ireland  ? 

TnECHANCELLORoFTHE  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolfh  Chubchill) 
(Paddington,  8.],  in  reply,  said,  it  was 
not  in  the  power  of  the  Government  at 
present  to  do  so.  The  matter  was  one 
which  required  very  careful  oonsidera- 


EVICTI0N8{SC0TLAND)-EVICTI0N  ON 
THE  CHI8H0LM  ESTATE,  INVEE- 

NESS-SHIRE. 
Mb.  WALLACE  (Edinburgh,  E.)  said. 

he  wished  to  ask  the  Secretary  for  Soot> 

land  a  Question  of  which  he  had  giran 

him  prirate  Notioe. 
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The  CH  ANCELLOE  of  the  EXCHE- 
QUER (Lord  Randolph  Chubohill) 
(Paddington,  8.) :  My  right  hon.  Friend 
is  not  here. 

Mr.  WALLACE,  continuing,  said, 
the  Question  was.  Whether  the  attention 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  been 
drawn  to  a  paragraph  in  The  St.  Jameses 
Oa%ette  on  the  22nd  September,  headed 
*'  Scotch  Evictions,"  in  which  a  corre- 
spondent stated  that  an  eviction  took 
place  during  the  preceding  week  on  the 
Chisholm  estate,  Inverness-shire,  the 
farmer  and  his  wife  being  turned  out 
on  the  roadside?  The  hon.  Member 
then  read  the  whole  of  the  para- 
graph. 

Mr.  ADDISON  (Ashton-under-Lyne), 
rising  to  Order,  asked  the  Speaker  whe- 
ther it  was  in  Order  to  read  to  the 
House  a  long  article  from  a  news- 
paper ? 

Mr.  speaker  said,  it  was  not  out 
of  Order  if  the  hon.  Member  was  laying 
the  foundation  for  an  Answer ;  but  it 
might  be  for  the  convenience  of  the 
House  if  the  hon.  Member  would  abridge 
the  quotation. 

Mi.  WALLACE:  I  cannot  shorten 
it,  because  I  have  finished.  The  re- 
mainder of  my  Question  is  to  this 
effect 


PROROGATION  OF  THE   PARLIAMENT, 
Message  to  attend  The  Lords  Oom- 

MISSIONERS  ; — 

The  House  went ; — and  a  Royal  Com- 
mission to  that  purpose  having  been 
read,  the  Royal  Assent  was  g^ven  to 
several  Bills. 

And  afterwards  Her  Majesty's  Most 
Gracious  Speech  was  delivered  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  by  the  Lord  High 
Chancellor  (in  pursuance  of  Her  lu- 
jesty's  Command). 

Then  a  Commission  for  prorog^ning 
the  Parliament  was  read. 

After  which, 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  said— 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

By  virtue  of  Her  Majesty's  Commis- 
sion, under  the  Great  Seal,  to  us  and 
other  Lords  directed,  and  now  read,  we 
do,  in  Her  Majesty's  Name  and  in  obe- 
dience to  Her  Commands,  prorogue  this 
Parliament  to  Thursday  the  11th  day  of 
November  next,  to  be  then  here  holden ; 
and  this  Parliament  is  aooordingly  pro- 
rogued to  Thursday  the  Uth  day  of 
November  next. 
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An  Act  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  made 
by  the  Education  Department  under  the  Kle- 
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iii.  An  Act  to  confirm  a  Provimonal  Order  of 
the  Local  Qovemment  Board  under  the  pro- 
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South  Birmingham  Tramways  (Extension), 
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LOCAL  ACTS. 


The  Titles  to  which  the  ZetUr  P.  m  pre/hid  are  JhMic  AcU 

of  a  Local  CkaraH$r» 


P.  i-  AN  Act  to  confirm  a  Provirional  Order 
J\.  made  by  the  Education  Department 
under  the  Elementary  Education  Act,  1870, 
to  enable  the  School  Board  for  Birmingham 
to  put  in  force  the  Lands  Clauses  Consdida- 
tion  Act,  1845,  and  the  Acts  amending  the 
same. 

P.  ii.  An  Act  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order 
made  by  the  Education  Department  under 
the  Elementary  Education  Act,  1870,  to  en- 
able the  School  Board  for  London  to  put  in 
force  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act, 
1845,  and  the  Acts  amending  the  same. 

P.  iii.  An  Act  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order 
of  the  Local  Goverjiment  Board  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Divided  Parishes  and  Poor 
Law  Amendment  Act,  1876,  as  amended  and 
extended  by  the  Poor  Law  Act,  1879,  re- 
lating  to  the  Parish  of  Broadwell,  and  to  the 
Hamlet  of  Filkins. 

P.  iv.  An  Act  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Redistribution  of  Seats  Act, 
1885,  relating  to  the  Parish  of  Misson. 

P.  v.  An  Act  to  confirm  certain  Provisional 
Orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Gas  and  Water  Works 
Facilities  Act,  1870,  and  the  PubUc  Health 
Act,  1875,  relating  to  the  Borough  of  Droit-^ 
wich,  and  the  Local  (Government  Districts  of 
Marsden  and  Penrith. 

P.  vi.  An  Act  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order 
of  tho  Local  Government  Board  under  the 
Highways  and  Locomotives  (Amendment) 
Act,  1878,  relating  to  tho  County  of  Mont- 
gomery. 

P.  vii.  An  Act  to  confirm  certain  Provisional 
Orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board  re- 
lating to  the  Improvement  Act  District  of 
Cambridge,  the  Local  Government  Districts 
of  Cheshunt  and  Cleckheaton,  Uie  Borough 
of  Portsmouth,  and  the  Rural  Sanitary  Dis- 
tricts of  the  Stockport  and  Wangfoid  UDiom 
(two). 

P.  viii.  An  Act  to  confirm  certain  Pkoviskmal 
Orders  of  the  Local  Government  Board  re- 
lating to  the  Borough  of  Brnilem,  the  hoeeX 
Grovemment  District  of  Denton  asd  Hangh- 
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ton,  the  B<»ron^  of  Dewabury  (two),  the 
Local  Qovemment  Distriofc  d  Bbokaumd- 
wike,  the  Boroiigha  of  T.^mcester  and  Soatli* 
port,  and  the  Local  Qovemment  Diatfiote  of 
XJlventon  and  Wid&es. 
P,  ix.  An  Act  to  oonflrm  oertain  BrovUmal 
Orders  made  by  the  Board  of  Trtde  nnder 
the  Gkoeral  Pier  and  Harboor  Act,  1861.  re- 
lating to  Ballyahannoo,  Bookpool,  OoUtiig- 
ham,  OnUen,  Doreroonrfey  Donbar,  Look 
Banaa,  I^ynmonth,  Ifevaoiaeej,  Neidynt 
Penarth»  Saint  Itoi,  ShankliB,  tad  Wes- 
ford. 

P*  z.  An  Act  to  oonflrm  oarlain  Provinmal 
Orders  made  brfhe  Board  of  IHde  voder 
the  Tramways  let,  1870,  relatinjg  to  BdUegry 
Stourbridge,  and  KlngiwiDlorf  Tramwsy% 
Great  Qximaby  Street  Tnmwayi  (dee-: 
thorpes  EiteniionX  Hslifix  and  DiaWete 
Tramways,  Jarrow  and  Hebbnm  aa&d  Dii- 
trict  Tramways,  tad  North  StaflbrdAire 
Tramways. 

P,  zL  An  Act  to  oonflrm  csrtaiB  Fkovirioaal 
Orders  of  the  Local  Goi^eniment  Board  re- 
lating to  the  Borongha  of  Bangor  and  Brad- 
ford TYorkahire),  tad  the  Local  Qorenmeiit 
District  of  Tyidedey-with^Saiakeriey. 

P.  zii.  An  A^  to  oonflim  a  Prorisontl  Order 
of  the  Local  Qovenunsnt  Board  rslttlDf  to 
the  Local  Gofeument  Diatriol  of  Puiteg. 

P,  ziiL  An  Act  to  oonflrm  certain  Pirofirfontl 
Orders  of  the  Loetl  Qovmunsnt  Board  loc 
Ireland  relating  to  Gtlwsy  tad  London- 
deiry. 

P.  ziv.  An  Aot  to  oonflrm  certain  ProriiioBal 
Orders  of  the  Local  Goremment  Board  re- 
lating to  the  fimal  Sanftair  Diitriot  of  tiw 
Bamet  Union,  the  BosoQae  of  Ktngrtntt» 
mton-Hnll  and  Kewpoii  (Men.),  and  tiw  O^y 

P.  XT.  AnAot  to  oonflrm  oirfadn  VwMaml 
Orderaof  the  Loetl  Ctowament  Betri  ^ 
lating  to  the  JkKtm^  of  Bmdfocd  (Tcikiit 
the  CItT  of  Ohioheiter,  tiw  Loetl  GovHm- 
ment  Diitrioli  of  fBottor  Moor  ad  HionMy. 
the  Diatriota  of  ]itry9ort.8o«tUoni«ktiMl 
Tnnhridge  WeOa, 
Sewoage  IKiMek 
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xxvi.  An  Act  to  extend  the  time  for  the  pur- 
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by  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works  in 
Ireland. 


[50  Vior."| 

xxix.  An  Act  to  amend  the  Ionian  Bank  Act 
1882  and  for  other  purposes. 
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the  Harbour  of  Ardrossan  and  for  other  par- 
poses. 

XXXV.  An  Act  for  incorporating  into  a  separate 
Company  the  holders  of  shares  and  stock  in 
the  railway  undertaking  of  the  Muswell  EGII 
Estate  Company  Limited  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

xxxvi.  An  Act  to  extend  the  time  for  con- 
structing the  Chatham  and  Brompton  'Ibnun- 
ways. 

xxxvii.  An  Act  for  incorporating  the  Barry 
and  Cadoxton  Gas  and  Water  Company  and 
conferring  powers  on  them  for  the  construc- 
tion of  works  the  supply  of  Gas  and  Water 
and  for  other  purposes. 

xxxviii.  An  Act  to  extend  the  District  and  the 
limits  of  Water  Supply  of  the  Local  Board 
for  the  District  of  Nelson  in  the  County  of 
Ijancaster  and  to  confer  upon  them  f urtiier 
powers  with  respect  to  the  acquisition  and 
management  of  a  Recreation  Ground  and  the 
improvement  and  government  of  their  Dis- 
trict and  the  raising  of  money ;  and  for  other 
purposes. 

xxxix.  An  Act  to  empower  the  North  London 
Tramways  Company  to  raise  new  Capital : 
and  for  other  purposes. 

xl.  An  Act  to  extend  the  powers  of  the  Rother- 
ham  and  Bawtry  Railway  Company  for  the 
ac(iuisition  of  Lands  for  and  the  completion 
of  their  authorised  Railways ;  and  for  other 
purposes. 

xli.  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  acquisition  of 
Parliament  Hill  and  other  Lands  and  their 
addition  to  Hampstead  Heath. 

xlii.  An  Act  to  extend  the  I*owersof  Section  37 
of  the  Metropolitan  Railway  Act  188d  for  the 
Purchase  and  Extinction  of  the  Divided  Or- 
dinary Stock  of  the  Metropolitan  Railway 
Company  ;  and  for  other  purposes. 

xliii.  An  Act  to  authorise  the  Scacombe  Hoy- 
lake  and  Deeside  Railway  Company  to  con- 
struct Extension  Railways:   and  for  other 

purposes. 

xli  V*.  An  Act  for  conferring  further  powers  on 
the  Halifax  High  Level  and  North  and 
South  Junction  Railway  Company  in  rela* 
tion  to  their  undertaking  and  for  other  pnr- 

posea. 

xlv.  An  Act  to  authorise  the  Mersey  Bail  way 
Company  to  extend  their  Railway  in  Birlnn- 
head  and  for  other  purposes. 

xlvi.  An  Act  to  confer  furthor  powers  on  the 
Midland*  and  South-western  Junction 
way  Company  and  for  other  pnipoaes. 


[50  Vict.] 
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xlvii.  An  Act  to  authorise  the  construction  of 
a  Railway  between  Portsmouth  and  Hay  ling 
Island  with  a  Bridge  available  for  road 
traffic  over  the  southern  entrance  to  Lang- 
stone  Harbour  and  othei  works  and  for  other 
purposes. 

xlviii.  An  Act  to  enable  the  Sutton  and  Wil- 
loupfhby  Railway  Company  to  extend  their 
Railway  to  Mablethorpe  in  the  Parts  of 
Lindsey  in  the  County  of  Lincoln  and  to 
confer  upon  them  further  powers  in  relation 
to  their  Undertaking  ;  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

xlix.  An  Act  to  authorise  the  Manchester  Shef- 
field and  Lincolnshire  Railway  Company  the 
Sheffield  and  Midland  Railway  Companies 
Committee  and  the  Cheshire  Lines  Commit- 
tee respectively  to  construct  new  Railways 
and  other  works  and  to  confer  further  powers 
upon  that  Company  and  those  Committees 
in  connexion  with  their  respective  Under- 
takings and  for  other  purposes. 

1.  An  Act  to  explain  and  amend  the  Bank  of 
South  Australia  Act,  1884;  and  for  other 
purposes. 


li.  An  Act  for  the  Abandonment  of  the  Mid- 
land and  Central  Wales  Junction  Railway. 
I  lii.  An  Act  to  incor^rate  the  Plymouth  and 
I     Devonport  (Extension)  Tramways  Company 
I     and  to  authorise  that  Company  to  acquire 
and  complete  certain  Tramways  constructed 
under  the  Plymoath  Devonport  and  District 
Tramways  Act  1882  and  to  construct  certain 
other  Tramways  in  the  county  of  Devon  and 
for  other  purposes. 
;  liii.  An  Act  to  revive  the  powers  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  portion  of  the  Railway  autho- 
rised by  the  Rosebush  and  Fishguard  Railway 
Act  1878  to  authorise  the  North  Pembroke- 
shire and  Fishguard  Railway  Company  to 
construct  a  deviation  Railway  and  for  other 
purposes. 
Uv.  An  Act  for  conferring  further  powers  on 
the  Bridgewater  Railway  Company  in  rela- 
tion to  their  Undertaking  and  for  other  pur- 
I      poses. 

:  Iv.  An  Act  to  confer  further  powers  upon  the 
i      Neath  Harbour  Commissioners,  to  alter  the 
i      Constitution  of  the  Commissioners,  and  for 
other  purposes. 


[SITTINGS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
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GENERAL  DTOEX  TO  SESSION  2,  1886. 


EXPLANATION  OF  THE  ABBREVIATIONS. 

It  being  a  principal  object  of  this  Index,  that  the  proceedings  on  each 
Motion  shall  be  completely  recorded,  some  abbreviations  of  forms  were 
necessary.  Those  who  are  accustomed  to  the  proceedings  of  Parliament 
will  readily  fill  up  the  voids.  Those  who  are  not  so  familiar,  may  find  the 
following  explanation  useful,  but  will  find  the  whole  formulce  set  out  at 
length  in  the  "  Contents." 

The  names  which  immediately  follow  the  title  of  a  Bill  are  those  of  the 
Peers  or  hon.  Members  who  have  charge  of  the  BilL 

The  numbers  which  are  added  at  stages  of  Bills  are  the  official  numbers 
of  the  prints  and  reprints  ordered  at  each  stage,  and,  with  the  Statute,  will 
enable  the  reader  to  follow  all  the  changes  the  Bill  has  undergone. 

The  entries — Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2*;"  Amendt 
*'  this  day  six  months ; "  Question  put,  "  That  *  now,'  4c/' — vindicate  the 
usual  form  of  raising  the  issue — namely,  "  That  the  word  *  now '  stand 
pai-t  of  the  Question." 

''The  Ballot,  Amendt.  on  Committee  of  Supply"  indicates  that 
the  Question  was  raised  by  means  of  an  Amendment  moved  on  the 
Motion  (after  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  go  into  Committee 
of  Supply  had  been  read),  ''"  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair." 
In  this  case  the  issue  is  formally  raised  by  the  Motion  **  To  leave  out  from 
the  word  *  That '  to  the  end  of  the  Question,  in  order  to  add  "  other  words. 
the  decision  is  taken  on  the  Question,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be 
left  out  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

The  Nos.  added  to  the  "  Parliamentary  Papers"  are  in  most  cases  those 
c^veu  iu  the  Commons'  "  List  of  Papers  for  Sale." 
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Explanation  of  the  Abbreviations. 

Bill8,  Head  1«,  2«.  S^,  or  1*,  2%  3*,  Road  the  First,  Second,  or  Third  Time.~In  Speeches 
IR.,  2R.,  3 R.,  Speech  delivered  on  the  First,  Second,  or  Third  Reading. — AmendL^  Amend- 
ment.— Res.,  Resolution. — Comm.,  Committee. — Re-Comm,,  Re-Committal. — Rep,,  Report. — 
Consid.t  Consideration. — Adj.,  Adjournment  or  Adjourned. — cl..  Clause. — add.  el,,  Additional 
Clause. — n€(j.,  Negatived. — M.  Q.,  Main  Question. — 0.  Q.,  Original  Question. — 0.  M.,  Original 
Motion. — P.  Q.,  iVevious  Question. — b.  p..  Report  Progress. — A,,  Ayes. — N,,  Noes. — M,,  Ma- 
jority.— \st.  Div.,2nd.  Div.,  First  or  Second  Division. — I.,  Lords. — c..  Commons. 
When  in  this  Index  a  *  is  added  to  the  Reading  of  a  Bill,  it  indicates  that  no  Debate  took 

place  upon  that  stage  of  the  measure. 
When  in  the  Text  or  in  the  Index  a  Speech  is  marked  thus*,  it  indicates  that  the  Speech 

is  reprinted  from  a  Pamphlet  or  some  authorized  Report. 
When  in  the  Index  a  f  is  prefixed  to  a  Name  or  an  Office  (the  Member  having  accepted  or 

vacated  office  during  the  Session)  and  to  Subjects  of  Debate  thereunder,  it  indicates  that  the 

Speeches  on  those  Subjects  were  delivered  in  the  speaker's  private  or  official  character,  as  the 

case  may  be. 
Some  subjects    of  debate  have  been  classified  under  the  following  **  General  Headings : " — 

Armt  —  N AVT  —  India  —  Irbland  —  Scotland  —  Parliament  —  Poob  Law — Post  Officb — 

Metropolis  —  Church   op    England — Education  —  Cbiminal   Law— Law  and  Justici— 

Taxation,  under  Wats  and  Mbans. 


ABRAHAM,     Mr.    W.,     Glamorgan, 
Rhondda 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308I  712 

Abraham,  Mr.  W.,  Limerick,  W. 

Army  (Army  Clothing)— Army  Clothing  Fac- 
tory, Pimlico,  [308]  1742 
Limerick  Clothing  Factory,  [308]  1324 

Army     Estimates — Clothing    Establishments, 
Services,  and  Supplies,  [308]  1445 

Ireland —  Questions 

Labourers  Act  —  Newcastle  Guardians  — 
Scheme  at    Abbeyfeale,  [309]  14  ; — In- 

VOL.  CCCIX.    [thibd  8BEIES.]  [eom. 


Abbabaic,  Mr.  W.  (Limerick,  Vf.)—c<mt, 

quiry  at  Kilmallook  ander  the  Act,  [309] 
697 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary— Idspecton  under 
the  Explosives  Act,  [308]  1738  ;— Police 
at  Gtin,  Co.  Limerick,  [309]  685 

Supply— Constabulary,  Ireland,  [309]  824 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  1  leasehold  of, 
[309]  260 

Aclahd,    Mr.  C.   T.  Dyke,    Cornwall^ 

Launeeston 
Board  of  Trade*  Harboar  ]4>ans,[3o81  775 

2  Z 
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Addison,  Mr.  J.  E.  W.,  Ashton-under- 

Lyne 

Board  of  Trade — liabour  Bureau— Appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Burnett,  [3o3]  552 

Burmah — Inundation  of  Mandalay,  [308]  llflO 

Deeds  of  Arrangement  with  Creditors,  [308] 
662 

India  (Finance,  &c.) — Import  Duty  on  Cotton 
Goods,  [308]  1470 

Law  and  Justice  (Ireland)—  Imprisonment  of 
Father  Fahy,  [309]  1 325 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  498 

Scotland  —  E\'ictions— Eviction  on  the  Chis- 
holm  Estate,  In?erness-8hire,  [309]  1355 

Admiealty — First  Lord  {see  Hamilton, 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  G.  F.) 

Admiralty — Secretary  to  {see  Forwood, 
Mr.  A.  B.) 

Admiralty — Civil  Lord  {see  Ashmead- 
Bartlbtt,  Mr.  E.) 

Admiralty — A  Lord  of  {see  Beresford, 
Lord  0.) 

Admiralty — see  Navy 

Advocate,  The  Lord  {see  Macdonald, 
Eight  Hon.  J.  H.  A.) 

Afghanistan — ITie  Demarcation    Commis- 
sion 
Questions,  Mr.  Bryce ;  Answers,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreij^n  Affairs  (Sir 
James  Fergusson)  Aug  24,  [308] 378  ;  Sept  6, 
1326 

Africa  {South) — Pondoland —  The  Pondo 
and  Xesibes  Territories 
Question,  Mr.  Dillwyn  ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  E.  Stan- 
hope) Auff  30,  [308]  784:  Question,  Sir 
George  Campbell ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope) 
Sept  10,  [309]  18 

Africa  { West  Coast) — Kidnapping  on  the 

Niger — Native  Reprisals 

Question,  Mr.  W.  F.  Lawrence ;  Answer,  The 

Under    Secretary   of    Stato     for    Foreign 

Affairs    (Sir  James    Fergusson)    Aug   31, 

[308]  875 

Agg-Gardner,  Mr.  J.  T.,  Cheltenham 

Army  (Auxiliary  Forces)— Militia — Examina- 
tion ut  Lieutenants,  [309]  1121 

AgricuHural  Department 

Agriculture,  Committee  of  Council  on — Hessian 
Fly,  The,  Question,  Mr.  Herbert  Gardner  ; 
Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of 
Lancaster  (Lord  John  Manners)  Aug  20, 
[308J  169 

[coirt. 


Agricultural  Department — coot. 

Allotment  Returns — Returns  for  Unions  and 
Parishes  instead  of  by  Counties,  QoesticMi, 
Sir  John  Dorington  ;  Answer,  The  Chanoel* 
lor  of  the  Duchy  of  Ijancaster  (l^rd  Joha 
Manners)  Sept  3,  [308]  1187 


Allisox,  Mr.  E.  A.,  Cumherlandj  EakduU 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  io  An- 
swer to,  [308]  828 

Allotments  and  Small  Holdings  Bill 

{Mr,  Jesse  Collinps,  3fr,  Robert  R$id^  Jifr,,  Btsrt^ 

Mr,  Broadhurst,  Mr,  Pitt'Lewiw) 

€.  Ordered  ;  read  1*  •  Aug  23  [BUI  34] 

2R.  [Dropped! 


Amsbose,  Mr.  W.,  Middlesex ,  Harrow 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  477  ;   Report,  1258 

Supply-  Fishery  Board  in  Scotland,  Ae.  [309] 
251,  252 


America  {South) — Republic  of  JSeuador — 
Claims  of  the  Zand  Company 
Question,  Mr.  J.  Howard ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affitirs  (Sir 
James  Fergusson)  Aug  23,  [308]  263 


Anderson,  Mr.  C.  H.,  JSlgin  and  IMm 

Army   Estimates^Volnnteer  Corps  Paj  and 

Allowances,  [308]  1382 

Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Act — Imports 
from  the  Dominion  of  Canada/ [308]  1399 

Parliament—  Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  931 

Scotland  ~  Questions 

Crofters  Holdings  Act,  1886 — Extension  of 

Act,  [308]  789 
Fisheries— Dredginsr  for  Mussels  in  Doi^ 

noch  Firth,  [308J  254 
Fishery    Board — Beam- Trawling    in    Clio 

Moray  Firth,  [308]  1084 

Supply — Fishery  Board  in  Scotland,  Ao.  [sool 
236,  240, 244 

Public  Works  Loan  Commission,  [309]  138. 
134 

Queen*8  and  Lord  Treasarer*s  Remem- 
brancer in  Exchequer,  Scotland,  Ao.. 
[309]  224 


Arbitration  Conrts  (Scotland)  Bill 

{Mr,  Mason,  Mr,  Edward  Busseil^  Mr.  JTm- 

donald  Cameron,  Mr,  Watt) 

e,  Orderod  ;  read  !•  •  Aug  20  [Bill  11] 

211.  [Dropped] 

Argyll,  Duke  of 
Parliament^  Queen^s  Speeeh,  Address  In  An- 
swer to,  [308]  3ff,  37 
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Army  ( Questions) 

Age  Retirement^  Question,  Sir  Henry  Tyler ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr. 
W.  II.  Smith)  Aup  20,  [308]  641 

"  Apprehended  Disturhanees  in  England" 
Question,  Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis ;  Answer.  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  W.  II. 
Smith)  Aug  26,  [308]  544 

Belfast,  Thti  Riots  at — Special  Allowances  to 
Tro'ps  Em  plotted.  Question,  Captain  M'Cal- 
mont  :  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  Slate  for 
War  (Mr.  W.  U.  Smith)  Sept  17,  [309]  774 

Canteens  (Ireland),  Questions,  Mr.  Hooper; 
Answers,  The  Secretary  ot  State  for  War 
(Mr.  W.  II.  Smith)  Aug  27,  [308]  655; 
Sept  2,  1072 

Cominisiions  in  the  Royal  Artillery  and  En* 
pincers.  Question,  Sir  Henry  T}ler;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  of  Srate  for  War  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  Aug  2'.\,  [308]  255 

Discipline — Court.  Murtial  'it  Chitham,  Ques- 
tion, Colonel  Ilughes-ilallett  ;  Answer,  The 
S«crotary  of  state  for  War  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  Sept  21,  [309]  1118 

The  Devonshire  Regiment,  Question,  Colonel 
Hiundell  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Matthews) 
Sept  21,  [309] lOyS 

DundaU',  the  Cavalry  Regiment  at,  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  J.  Nolan;  Answers,  The  Secre- 
tary of  Stite  for  War  (Mr.  W.  U.  Snnith) 
wlug  31.  [308]  892  ;  Sept  6,  1309 

Ejjiriency  of  the  new  Rifie — Instructions  to  the 
Commitiee  of  Inquiry —  The  Reserve  Forces^ 
Q'H  stion,  ObservalioiiS,  The  Karl  of  Wemyss; 
Uepiv,  The  Un<ler  Secretary  of  State  lor 
War'(I,ord  Harris)  Stpt  23.  [309]  1340 

^ftdical  Department  —  The  Annttal  Reports^ 
Question,  Dr.  Karquharson  ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  of  St»te  for  War  (Mr.  W.  II. 
Smith)  Sept  2,  [308]  1065 

Mr.  Gustenl'crg,  Lieuteyiant,  20th  Hussars, 
Quest  inn,  Sir  John  Simon  ;  Answer,  The 
S.cret.iry    ot    State    for    War   (Mr.    W.   U. 

Smith)  Sept  2,  [308J  1095 

QKiirtrr masters,  Ques'ion,  Colonel  Duncan  ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Smiths  Sept9, [^oS]  1728;  Ques- 
tion, Colonel  Dune  in  ;  .\n8\v»r,  The  Finan- 
cial Secni.irv.  War  Office  (Mr.  Brodiick) 
Sept  !(>,  [309]  (>oi 

Re<iiiiirnt'il  HnudA  at  PoHtial  yfeelinqs  and 
Pu^'lic  Ffstivifs,^i\iQiH\oi\9,  Mr.  Labouchere; 
Answers,  'i'lie  Secretary  of  Stat'*  for  War 
(Mr.  W.  ;i.  Smith)  Aug  24,  [308J  37U  ; 
Sept  7,  1480 

RoV'il  yfilit'.try  Asylum — Admission  of  Soldiers* 
Children,  Question,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor  ; 
An.swer,  The  Secrutarv  of  State  for  War 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  Aug  2;3,  [308]  266 

7//'  liusS'irs—Sui'-ile  of  a  Sergeant^  Question, 
Mr.  Maeiloiiahl  C-inn-ron  :  Answer,  The  Se- 
cretary of  State  lor  War  (Mr.  W.  11.  Smith) 

Stpt  6.  [308 J  i.ni 

The  Furce  m  liuimuh — U'infnt cements,  Ques- 
tU'iis,  Mr.  Labouchere,  Sir  iitorge  Campbell; 
Answers,  The  Under  Secretary  of  8tate  for 
India  (Sir  John  Gorst)  Aug  23,  [308]  26tf 


Abiit— cont. 
Ordnance  Department 

Ammunition  —  Cartridges,  Qpestioni,  Mr. 
Edwin  De  Lisle ;  Answers,  The  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  Sept  9, 
[308]  1746 

Defective  Military  Weapons,  Question,  Colonel 
Hughes  •  Hallett ;  Answer.  The  Surveyor 
General  of  Ordnance  ( Mr.  Northcote)  Aug  23, 
[308]  209 

Cav'ilry  Swords,  Pattern  1884,  Question, 
Major  Uasch  ;  Answer,  The  Surveyor  Gene- 
ral of  Ordnanco  (Mr.  Northcote)  Sept  2, 
[308]  1072 

The  Swords  of  the  2nd  Dragoon  Guards, 
Question,  Captain  Cotton  ;  Answer,  The 
Surveyor  General  of  Ordnance  (Mr.  North- 
cole)  Sept  2.  C308]  1077 
Cavalry  Sa  idles,  Question,  Major  Rasch  ; 
Answer,  The  Surveyor  General  of  Ordnance 
(Mr.  Northcote)  Aug  26,  [308]  532 

Indian  Officials  in  Private  Firms — Sir  Donald 
Stewart,  Question,  General  Sir  William 
Grossman  :  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  (Sir  John  Gorst)  Sept  2, 
[308]  1083 
high  Officials  in  Private  Firms,  Questions, 
Colonel  Hughes- Hallett,  Mr.  Woodall ;  An- 
swers, The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  Sept  3,  [308]  1174 

Ordnance  Stores 

Manufacture  of  Arms,  Ammunition,  ^c  Ques- 
tion, Major-General  Goldsworthy  ;  Answer, 
The  Surveyor  General  of  Ordnance  (Mr. 
Norihcote)']4ti^  20,  [308]  166 ;  Question,  Mr. 
Howard  Vincent ;  Answer,  The  Surveyor 
General  of  Ordnance  (Mr  Northcote)  Aug  27, 
661  ;  Question,  Sir  Frederick  Mappin ;  An- 
swer, The  Surveyor  General  ot  Ordnance 
(Mr.  Northcote)  Sept  2,  1093 

The  Storekeepers  at  Purfieet,  Question,  Major 
Rasch  ;  Answer,  The  Surveyor  General  of 
Ordnance  (Mr.  Northcote)  Sept  17.  [309]  764 

Warlike  Stores  and  Equipments  {Royal  Com' 
mission)  —  Ordnance  Store  Department, 
Question,  Colonel  Duncan  ;  Answer.  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  Sept  10,  [309]  58»  ;  Quesiions,  Sir 
Henry  T>ier,  Major  Riisch  ;  Answers.  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  Sept  21,  1108;  Question.  Mr.  De 
Lisle  ;  Answer,  The  Secret  iry  of  State  for 
War  (Mr.  W.  H.Smith),  1121 

Clothing  Department 

Cloth  for    Army    Uniforms,    Question,   Mr 
Hooper;  Answer.  The  Surveyor  General  of 
Ordnance    (Mr.  Northcote)   Sept  2,   [308] 
1063 

Contracts^ Supply  of  Army  Clothing,  Qaes- 
tions,  Mr.  Hooper,  Dr.  Tanner,  Mr.  Mahooy; 
Answers,  The  Surveyor  General  of  Ordnance 
(Mr.  Northcote)  Aug  2H,  [308]  534 

Limerick  CloUiing  Fatory,  Question,  Mr. 
William  Abraham  (Limerick,  W.) ;  Answer, 
The  Surveyor  General  of  Ordnance  (Mr. 
Northcote)  Sept  6,  [308]  1324 

PimUco  Clothing  Factory,  Questiont,  Admiral 
Sir  John  Coinmereil,  Mr.  William  Abraham 
(Limerick,  W.);  Answers,  The  Surveyor 
General  of  Ordnance  (Mr.  Northcote)  Sept  9, 
[308]  1742 
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The  Ordaance  Special  Cammitlte,  Quastion, 
Sir  Henrj  Tjler  :  Aniwer,  Tbe  Seoretkrj  of 
State  for  War  (Mr.  W.  IJ,  Smilh)  Sept  IS,, 
[309]  170 
CaUuiaUd  BurHiag  Strain  of  Gam,  Qae>- 
lion,  Sir  UenrjTjW  ;  Amver.  The  Secre- 
tary Dl'  Slitle  for  War  (Mr.  W.  II.  Smilh) 
Sept  0,  [308]  17fi3 

Arvtg  and  A'avg  Gutit,  Qucition,  Mr.  Shirlej  ; 
Answer,  Tlie  Socrelnrj  of  SIbIo  for  War 
(Mr.  W.  U.  Sml(h)  Stpt  9.  [lo8]  1730 

^i-fi7/«rv-C'<)Di;>'iiiHf(  alio  QualUy  of  Field  or 
MuunlaiH  Gum,  Quealion,  Colonel  Hufhes- 
lUllett ;  Ansmcr.  The  Secrelnrj  of  State 
for  War  (Mr.  W.  II.  Smiihj  Aug  SO,  [30R] 
liS 

Colonel  Oope'i  <7un,  Queation,  Sir  TliomaB 
Eainondo:  Answer,  The  Secrotarj  of  Stiio 
for  War  (Mr.  W.  II.  SmLlh)  Sejil  7,  [308] 
U63 

Defective  Guni,  Q,ueBtion,  Sir  Gujer  Iluntar  ; 
Answer,  The  Secretnr;  of  State  for  War 
(Mr.  W.  II.  Smith)  Sept  17.  i;309]  786 

OuaraiMe  of  (7utM,  Question,  Colonel  Uufhes- 
Uallett;  Answer,  The  S«areUrr  of  Stale 
for  Ww  {Mr.  W.  II.  Sicitli)  Se<fi  20,[3O9l 
97S 

Beai-i/  Gum,  QuestioD,  Sir  Henrj  Tjler  ;  An- 
swer, The  Secretarj  oF  Stnle  for  Wir  (Mr. 
W.  H.  Smith)  Aug  30.  [308]  783 

Manufacture  of  Xordenftlt  Gum  at  Wooluiieh, 
<}uestion,  Colonel  lIujjbeB-Kallett ;  Answer, 
The  SorTcyor  General  of  Ordnanoe  (Mr. 
Kortbeole)  Aiiff  20,  [30S]  5^S 

Purdiaie  of  10U-(an  ^unt,  Question,  Colonel 
Hughes  -  Ilallett  ;  Answer,  1'he  Survejor 
General  of  Ordnance  (Mr.  Nortbcote) 
Sept  17,1309]  173 

The  "  CoUingaiood"  43-(on  Oun,  Qnestion. 
Sir  Ilenry  Tjlor;  Answer,  The  Snrvejor 
General  of  Ordnance  (.Mr.  NortheDte)Auji33, 
[308]  3S4;  Qneilions,  Colonel  Hughes- 
Ilallett  1  Anawere.  The  Seoretarj  of  State 
for  War  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smilh)  .^113  31,  BBS  ; 
Sept  2, 1077 

Tlie  iS-ton  Gam,  Question,  Colonel  Tlughes- 
Il.illetti  Answer,  The  Pint  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  (Lord  Georre  Hamilton)  Aug  37, 
[308]  808 

The  Neui  08- (en  Gun,  Question,  Colonel 
llughBa-IInllelt  ;  Answer.  The  Surieyor 
Gencr.1l  of  Urdnanee  (Mr.  Northeote)  Sept  S, 
[308] 1000 

Charge!  againH  Ike  Ordnance  Department 
Qucition,   Sir  William    L'ro»man ;    Answer, 
The  Secrptiirr  of  .Slate  for  War  (Mr.  W,  II, 
308] Smith)  ^l,„j  20,  len  ;  Questions,  Sir  Julian 
Goldaiiiid.   Sir  William   Croaamnn.   Mr.  E. 
Holcrlson  :  Anawcra,  The  Secretary  of  State 
,  .      for  War  (Mr.  W.   II.  Smith)  Au^  23.  260  ; 
Questions.  Sir   William   Crossmnn,  Colonel 
MuBhes-ltalletti  Answers,  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  (Mr.  W.  11.  Smith)  Auq  34, 
.      373  :  OhaerTations,  The  Secretary  of  ^late 
■     for  War  (Mr.  W.  II.  Smith)  .,*h?  38,  SB3  ; 
Witbilrawal   of  Motion,  Sir  William  Cross- 
.     man  Aug  27,  USl :  gueition.  Colonel  Dun- 
can i  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
.     War  (Mr.   W.    H.  Smith)   Sept  6.  1333- 
[miU. 


Amit—Chargei  againti  the  Ordnimet  Dtpart- 
meiU—eoat. 

Question,  Sir  Henry  Tyler;   Answer,  The 

SeoreUry  of  Sute   for  War  (Mr.  W.   II, 

309]  Smith)   Sipt   10,  31  :  Qnertione,   Mr.  £. 

Robertson;  Answers,  Tbe  Secretary  of  Stat* 

.  for  War  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  Sept  10,  30; 
Question  a,  Major  Raieh.Mr.  E.  Hohertwia  ; 
Anawen,  1'he  Attorney  General  {Sir  Richard 
Webater),  The  Secretary  of  State  for   War 

.  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  Sept  13,  173  ;  QneMioo, 
Mr.  E.  Robertson  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  (Mr.  W.  II.  Smith]  5<pt  U, 

.  843  ;  Question,  Mr.  Waddy  :  Answer.  Tba 
Secretary  of    State   for   War  (Mr.  W.    II. 

.  Smith)  Sept  21,  lUS;  ObserTationi,  Sir 
Henry  Tyler,  Mr.  Waddy  :  Reply,  Tbe  At- 
torney     General    (Sir    Riebard  ;  Webitar} 

.     Sept  23,  l3Di 

War  Depabtment 
Campaiga  in  the  Seudan— Supply  of  Armt  MKl 
Store;  Quesiiona,  Mr.  De  Liale  :  Aniwert, 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  V.  H. 
Smith)  S(pl  lT,[309]7f« 
Firit  Army  Carp;  The,  Qneation,  Major  G«- 
neral  Goldsworlhy  ;  Answer,  Tba  Seeretai; 
of  SUle  for  War  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  £«pt  IS, 
C309]  165 
MarlMo    Tomer  el  Sea  Point,  Duilin  tUig, 
Question,   Sir  Thomai  Eimonde  ;    Aatw«r, 
The   Surveyor   Genersl  of  Ordnance  [Mr. 


iladen-Powell :  Anawar, 
The  Secretary  of  Slate  for  War  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smiih)Sr-/j(21.  [309]  IIOS 

Bttired  OJicen  in  cVoHial  Empb^mtut,  QuM- 
tion,  Sir  Thomas  Eamonde ;   Anawer,  Tba 
Secretary  of  State  for   War  (Hr.  W.   H. 
Smith)  Sept  21,  [309]  1092 
AxHT  (India) 

Jtia  {Ctntnl)  —  MeiaUfm-  Iht  Zhob  VaOiy 
Expedition,  1884,  Question,  Mr.  Donal 
Sullitan  ;  Answer.  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  (Sir  John  Goral}  Stpt  IS, 
[309] S36 

European  Cavalry  Regimenlt,  Question,  Cal»- 
nel  Hughes- Ilallett ;  ALSwer,  The  Dadar 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Sir  Jobs 
Gorst)  Ji(p31,[3oS]8H 

itedical  Strtie;  Quesiions,  Mr.  T.  W.  ILamM ; 
Answers,  The  Under  SeorMary  of  Stata  far 
India  (Sir  John  Gorat)  S^t  8,  [308IIITS: 
Sept  30,  [309I  SSe  -.-Somoratif  Commi*- 
tiani,  Qnestion,  Mr.  Lawson  :  Answer,  Th* 
Under  Secretary  of  Stata  for  India  (Sir 
John  Gorst)  Sept  9,  [308]  IT3I  ;— Saiysew, 
Question,  Dr.  Tanner  ;  Anawar,  The  Uadar 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Sir  John 
Gorst)  Sept  1 7,  [309]  783 

The   Troopi  at   Q^elta,  Quastian,  Sir  Gaorg* 
Campbell  ;   Answer,   The    Under  Sa««lar7 
of  State  for  India  (Sir  John  Gont)  8ft  IS, 
[309] 17* 
The  Ai-xiLiABT  Fobcis 
The  MilUia 

Examinalim  for  Lieutenomtt,  Qnaatlea,  Hr, 
Agg-Gardnar;  Answer.  Tba  Saetwtarr  af 
State  (or  War(Ur.  W.  H.  Snith)  Bft  11, 
[309]  llSl 
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Ariit —  The  Auxiliary  Force* — cont. 

Officers  of  Militia  attached  to  the  Regular  Ser^ 
vice.  Question,  Mr.  Dixon- Ilartland  ;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr. 
W.  II.  Smith)  Sept  20.  [309]  965 

Quartermasters,  Question,  Mr.  Henniker 
ilcaton  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  (Mr.  W.  U.  Smith)  Sept  22,  [309] 
1261 

The  Cavan  Militia  —  Colonel  Dease  —  Major 
Kerr,  Questions,  Dr.  Tanner  ;  Answers,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  VVar  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  Atig  23,  [308]  261  \—LieuUnant  W. 
//.  Malcolmsoiiy  Question,  Sir  Thomas  Es- 
monde  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  (Mr.  W.  II.  Smith)  Aug  23,  [308] 
200  ; — Captain  Somerset  Maxwell,  Question, 
Dr.  Tanner  :  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  Aug  23,  [308] 
201 

The  Militia  Training — Instruction  for  Militia 
Regiments,  Question,  Mr.  Seale-Hayne ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  Sept  7,  [308]  H59 

The  Volunteers 

Arms  of  the  Artillery  Volunteers,  Question, 
Mr.  Mai  lock  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  (Mr.  W.  11.  Smith)  Sept  17, 
[309]  774 

The  Capitation  Grant,  Question,  Viscount 
Wolmer  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  (Mr.  W.  II.  Smith)  Aug  23.  [308] 
257 ;  Question,  Mr.  Esslemont  ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  W.  II. 
Smith)  Sept  3,  1186 
Financial  Condition  of  Regiments,  Question, 
Mr.  Howard  Vincent  ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  (Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
6V/;f  21,[309]  1088 

Payments  to  Volunteers  in  Camp,  Quefltion, 
Colonel  Eyre  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of 
State  lor  War  (Mr.  W.  II.  Smith)  Sept  9, 
[308]  1750 

Sergeant  Instructors  to  Volunteer  Corps,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Howard  Vincent;  Answer,  The 
Secrptary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Smith)  Sept  9,  [308]  1732 

Asiimead-Bartlett,    Mr.    E.    (Civil 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty),  Sheffield ^ 
Jicclesall 
Navy — Admiralty — Questions 

Discharpo  of    Workmen   at    Ilaulbowline, 

[308]  371,  372,  546 
Works  at  Ilaulbowlino,  [308]  882 
Navy  Kstimatcs — Victualling  Yards  at  Home 
and  Abroad,  [308]  1650,  1664 

Asia    [Central) — Medals    for    the    Zhoh 
Valley  Expedition,  1884 
Question,   Mr.  Donal  Sullivan  ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Sir  John 
Gorst)  Sept  10,  [309]  686 

Asia  [North-East) — Rumonred  Occupation 
of  Port  Lazareffhy  Russia 
Question,    Mr.    Seager  -  Hunt ;    Answer,   The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foroii^n  Affairs 
(Sir  James  Fergusson)  Aug  20,  [308]  166 


Asiatic  Russia— The  Free  Port  of  Batoum 

Question,  Sir  Richard  Temple ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
(Sir  James  Fergusson)  Aug  26,  [308]  548 

Atherley- Jones.  Mr.  L.,  Durham,  iV.  7F, 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  1264 

Police  (Metropolis) —  ObstruotioD  of  Traffic- 
Street  Lecturers,  [309]  1103 

Attorney  General  {see  Webster,  Sir 
E.  E.) 

Attorney  General  for  Ireland  [see 
Holmes,  Eight  Hon.  H.) 

Australasian  Colonies 

Atistralia  ( Western) 

Discoveries  of  Gold,  Question,  Mr.  Salt;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  Sept  9,  [308]  1749 

Law  and  Justice  —  Appointment  of  Third 
Judge,  Question,  Mr.  Deasy;  Answer,  The 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
(Mr.  Ritchie)  Sept  26,  [309]  1363 

Treatment  of  Natives,  Question,  Mr.  Channing  ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  Sept  2,  [308]  1091 

Q;ueei\sland  —  Division  of  the  Colony — Ques- 
tion, Sir  Richard  Temple :  Answer,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  E. 
Stanhope)  Aug  30,  [308]  790 
yewltf- Discovered  Oold  Field,  Question,  Sir 
Richard  Temple  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope) 
Sept  20,  [309]  972 

Baden-Powell,  Mr.  Q.,  Liverpool,  Kirk- 
dale 

Board   of  Trade — Labour  Bureau — Appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Burnett,  [308]  552 
Bulgaria — Recent  Revolution,  [308]  377 
Mauritius — Official  Dissensions,  [308]  561 
Post  Office  —  Parcel   Post  —  Conveyance  of 

Parcels  to  South  Africa,  [309 j  1099 
Railway  Rates,  [308]  776 
War  Department — Purchase  of  Remounts  from 
the  British  Colonies,  [309]  1105 

Bailey,  Sir  J.  R.,  Hereford 
Supply— Stationery,  Printing,  ^.  [309]  141 

Balfour,  Right  Hon.  A.  J.  (Secretary 
for  Scotland),  Manchester,  E, 
Currency — Royal  Commission — Money  Article 

of  the  "  Times,"  [309]  347 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  926,  939,  940,  943,  946,  947, 
948,  949,  950.  952,  970,  984  ;  Report,  1297 
Scotland — Questions 

Agricultural  Labourers — Appointment  of  a 

Commission,  [309]  28 
Agricultural    Leases — A    Commission    of 

Inquiry,  [308]  789 
Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights— Want 
of  Ligbtbonsei  on  the  West  Coast  of 
ShetUnd,  [308]  881 

[wnt. 
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Baupour,  Right  Hod.  A.  J,^eont. 

Crofter  Coinmissioneri  —  Public   Sittings, 

[309]  973 
CrotterM  Ilolilings  Act,  1886— Extension  of 

Act.  [308]  78l> 
Kducirion  —  The  Glasgow   School   Board 

Sy»t«Mw,  [309]  12U3 
Fiaheriort— L  »;ui9  to  Fishermen  in  Crofting 

hiHtri<'t».  (308]  1476 
liAw  nn'i  Police — Kv«>.I,aws  as  to  Bicycles 

anJ  Tricycion.  [308I  503 
Locomotiv.'H  Art.  IS  8  — Hye-Lawsof  Road 

TruMtPOM.  [308]  '>0o,  87« 
Mniijcipal    Sections— Corrupt    Practices, 

[308] 1183 
Post    otRcc — Postal    CommuMication   with 

tht»  Outer  n<'bri(l«»j«,  [308]  889 
Univernitii's  Bill,  r3o8]i*»4 
Scotland  — Fishery  Koard — Questions 

Bcam-Trawliiig  in  tho  Moray  i^'irtli,  [308] 

1084 
Memorial  of  Fishery  Officers,  [308]  1072 
Pay  of  Officers,  [309]  975 
Report    lor    lS8a  —  Fishermen's   Houses, 

I308]  1473 
Supply—  Fishery  Board  in  Scotland,  Ac.  [309] 

243.  211 
Lunacy  CommiAsion,  Scotland,  [309]  258 
Public  Kilucation,  Scotland,  [309]  859,  862, 

864,  866 
Secretary  for  Scotland's  Office,  [309]  217, 

218 
Universities,  4c.  in  Scotland,  [309I  867 
Tenants  Relief  (Ireland),  2R.  [309]  1167 

Balfour,    Eight   Hon.    J.    B.,    Clack- 
mannan,  ^c. 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308J  969,  970 

Balfour,  General  Sir  G.,  Kincardine- 
shire 

Army  Estimates — Army  Resrr?e  Force,  [308] 

1404. 11H8 
Commissariat,    Transport,    and    Ordnance 

Store  Esiubliahmcnts,  Wages,  4c.  [308] 

1414 
Wedic.il  Rstablishments  and  Si-rvices,  [308] 

1332,  13*2 
Vohiii  eer  Corps  Pay  and  Allowances,  [308J 

l:{  0 

Gold  arnl  Silver  (Royal  Cdmmission) — Duties 

on  Gold  and  SilviT,  [309I  1 106 
Supply — Fishery  Board  in  Scotland,  Ac.  [309] 

m  •*  %J 

Vaccination  Acts  —  Prosecutions  —  Fees  to 
Clerks  of  Boards  of  Guardians,  [308]  1471 

Balfour,  Mr.  G.  TV.,  Leede,  Central 

Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308J  509,  512 

Ballot  Act  (1872)  Amendment  Bill 

[Cohncl  irarimjy  Mr.  Francis  Potceli,  Mr, 
S fault!/  LcitjhtoHf  Colonel  Saunderson^  Jfr. 
lUvlen- Powell) 

e.  Or-icred  ;  read  !<>•  Aug  24  [Bill  38] 

2K.  [Diopiicdj 


Bankruptcy  Conrt  (Belfkit)  Bill 

{Mr.    Sexton,  Mr.    M*Cartan,    Mr.    Bigffmr^ 

Sir  Thomas  Esmondi,  Mr,  Arthur  O*09nmor^ 

Mr.  Carew) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  1^*  Auj  20  [Bill  9] 

Bill  withdrawn  *  Sept  20 

Bankruptcy  (Ireland)  Bill         (Jfr.  Pgter 

M' Donald,  Mr.  O'Sea,  Mr.  Sexton,   Mr,  JoAm 

O'Connor  (Tipperary,  S.),  Mr.  M'Cartmn] 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  i<*  •  Aug  20  [Bill  10] 

2K.  [Dropped] 

Barclay,  Mr.  J.  W.,  For/anhire 

Supply— Fishery  Board  in  SootUnd,  Ac.  [309] 

237,  244.  248 
Queen's    and    Lord  Treaiarer't   Rcmem- 

branocr    in    Exchequer,   Scotland,    Ac 

L309]  225 
Secretary  for  Scotland's  Office,  L309]  215, 

210 
Woods,  Forests,  and  Land  RaTeQOM,  Ae. 

[309]  200,  203.  209 
Tenants  Relief  (Ireland),  2R.  [309]  1189 

Bahran,  Mr.  J.,  York,  JT.R.,  OtU^ 
CiWl  Service  Writers,  [308]  1468 

Barbt,  Mr.  J.,  Wexford,  8. 

Ireland— District  Lunatio  Ajylami— Salaiy  of 

Officials.  [308]  1743 
Supply— PuDiic  Works  in  Ireland,  [309]  577» 

578 

Bartlet,  Mr.  G.  C.  T.,  Islington,  IT. 

Tenants  Relief  (Ireland),  2R.  [309]  1021 

Barttelot,  Colonel  SirW.B.,  8u§i$x, 

North-  West 

Army  Fntinnates — Armj  Reterre  Force,  [308] 

l.i05 

Coiiirnissariat.   Transport,    and    OHnanee 

Store  Esiablishmenu,  Wagee,  Ae.  [306] 

1410 

Voluntoor    Corps    Pay    and    AUowaaeei, 

r.^08]  1374 
W.n-lik«t  StoroH,  Ac.  Manufacture  and  Re- 
pair of,  [308]  1484 
Workft,  Biiiitiiiigii,  Ac.  at  Ilome  and  Abroad, 
L308J  1577 
Bulgaria— i'rince   Alezander*e  Return,  [308] 

7H.>.  8S»8 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Addreaa  io  An- 
swer to,  [308]  697,  608,  690,  834 
Supply— Land   CommiMJonen  for    England, 
I309J  35 

Battmann,     Mr.    A.    A.,     CmnloncM^ 

Fechham 
Elementary  Education  Abroad — 'Str,  Ifattbov 

Arnold's  Special  Report,  [309]  979 
London  School  Board — ConMerated  Radieal 

Clubs— Payment  of  Fees,  [309]  1204 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Addreae  in  An* 

swer  CO,  [308]  015,  918,  910,  930,  932,  M5 
Po«t  Office— Female  Clerks,  [308]  il09 
School   Board   Elections  ^Connti^f  and  !>•• 

ciaring  the  Votes,  [308]  1919 
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Beach.  Eight  Hon.  Sir  M.  E.  Hioks-, 
(Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland),  Bria- 
tol,  JF. 

Disturbances  at  Belfast  Inquiry.  2R.  [308] 
1023,  1625,  1027;  Comm.  Motion  for  Ad- 
journment, [309]  157,  158;  Motion  for  re- 
porting Progress,  159 

Ireland — Questions 

Albert    Bridge,   Belfast,    Collapse  of  the, 

[309]  nu 

Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Act  — 
Country  Fairs,  [308]  1465 

Distress  in  the  West— Mr.  Take's  Report, 
, [308] 548 

Fl^llorics  — Herring  Fisheries  on  the  South 
Coast,  r3o8]  533  ;— West  and  North- 
west Coast  —  Loans  to  fishermen, 
[309] 5 

Goveninient  of  Ireland — Law  Advisers  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant,  [308]  165 

Industrial  Schools  Act— School  at  Kilrash, 
Co.  Clare,  [309]  064 

Irish  Church  Act— Relief  of  Glebe  Pur- 
chasers, [308]  1069 

IriHh  Land  Commission  —  Adfances  to 
T«'nants  for  Purchase  of  Holdings,  [309] 
707  ;— Returns,  [309]  26 

Land  Law  Act,  1881 — Tho  Royal  Commis- 
sion —  Names  of  the  Commissioners 
on  the  Devflopment  of  the  Resources  of 
Ireland,  [309]  1111 

Land  Purchase  Act,  1885  —  8ec.  23  — 
Purchasers  of  Glebe  Lands,  [309]  164  ; — 
Advances,  [309]  587 

Law  and   I'olice — Action  of  tho  Police  at 

Ballvrush,  Co.  Sligo,  [309]  17 

Parliamentary  Kloctions — List  of  Voters. 
North  Leitrim,  [308]  1179 

Poor  Asvlums  — Asylum  at  Monaghan, 
[308 J  1731;  [3093335 

Uepistraiion  of  Voters  Act,  1885— Ex- 
prjists  of  Preparing  Lists— Payment  of 
Uttic-ials  —  Mounlbellcir     Union,    [308] 

u:."> 

Ri'presontation  of  the  People  Act,  1884 — 
Extra  Remuneration  to  Poor   Law  OflB- 

cials,  [308]  107S,  118(»,  1733;  [309]  21 

^0:1  and  Coast  Fisheries — Loans  to  Fisher- 
men, [308J  S87  ; — Trawling  in  Bantry 
Bay — tiricvances  of  the  Trammel  Net 
Fishermen,  [309J  943 

Seeds  Act—  Kepayments,  [308J  533 

Sonth-Wrst  District— Sir  Redvcrs  BuUer, 
r.soSJ  270,  271,  375,  564,  8U7,  1076; 
L309.31O 

State  of  Ireland — Constabulary  Force  at 
:^IilUtreet,  Co.  Cork,  [308]  546 

Statistics  of  Population — Cork  Co.  [308] 
534 

Ireland— Crime  and  Outrage — Qucstioni 

[308]  5.57 

Attempt<Ml  Disturbance  at  Gilford,  Co.  Ar- 
magh, [308]  056 

Mrs.  .Moroiiy,  Milltown  Malbay — Fictitioui 
Cljarges,  [309 J  96 S 

Riot  at  Gal  way— Alleged   Catualty,  [309] 

Its 

[coni. 


BiAcnr,  Right  Hon.  Sir  M,  G.  Ilioki — eont. 

Ireland— Crime  and  Outrage— Riots  at  Belfast 
—  Questions 

Attack  on  the  Davis  Street  Polioe  Bar- 
racks. [309]  1119,  1120 

Commission,  The,  [308]  90,  91,  165,  166, 
273 

Compensation  for  Damage  to  the  Royal 
Hospital,  [309]  1S6  ; — Expenses  of  the, 
[308] 1727,  1728 

Constabulary  (Casualties),  [308]  882,  883 

Cypher  Telegrams,  [308]  1186 

Loss  of  Employment  by  Catholic  Work- 
people, [308] 1726 

Ireland — Dispensary  Distriots — Qaestioos 
Castlebar  Dispensary,  [308]  1176 
Ely  Dispensary,  Co.  Fermanagh,  [308]  884, 

1464  ;  [309]  1091 
Glengariffe  Dispensary,  [308]  1462 
Inchigeelagh  Dispensary — Medical  Relief, 

[308]  894 

Ireland — Evictions—  Questions 

Bantry   Board   of  Guardians,  [308]  1062, 

1063,  1075 
Evictions  at  Garrison,    Co.    Fermanagh, 

[308]  1069.  1070 
Gweedore,  Co.  Donegal,  [308]   265,    266. 

1182 
Kildysart  Guardians,  Co.  Clare,  [308J 1729 
Kilkenny  Co.  [308]  1178 
latest  Statistics,  [309]  084 
Lord   Cianricarde's   Woo^iford  Estate,  Co. 

Gal  way,  [308)  669;  —  County  Inspector 

O'Brien.  [308)884 
Wexford  Co.  [308J  656,  557 

Ireland  -  Fishery  Piers  and  Uarboars — Ques- 
tions 
Culdaff  Pier,  [308]  1747 
Cappai^h  Pier,  Kilrush,  [309]  23 
Red  Bay  Pier,  Co.  Antrim,  [309]  532 

Ireland — Inland  Navigation  and  Drainage- 
Questions 

Drainage  of  the  Bann,  [308]  544.  890 

Drainage  of  Lough  Krne,  [309]  8 

River  Barrow.  [308]  265 
Ireland— Labourers'   Acts,   1883   and   1885— 
Questions 

Donaghmore  Union  Schemes,  [308]  1748 

Fcrmoy  Union  Scheme — Inquiry  under  the 
Act,  [309]  1118 

Kilmallock  Guardians — Inquiry  ander  the 
Act,  [309!  167,697,  1263 

Newcastle  Guardians — Scheme  at  Abbey- 
feale.[309]  15 

Schemo  tor  Cottages  in  Macroom  Union, 
[308]  646 

Schemo  for  the  Oldcastle  Union — Local 
Government  Board  Inquiry  under  the 
Act,  [309]  767 

Schemes  in  the  Ardee  Union— Local  Go- 
vernment Board  Inquiry  under  the  Act, 

[309]  768 
Sligo  Union — Inquiry  ander  the  Act,  [309] 
162 

Ireland— Law  and  J astice— Questions 

A  Convict  DepOt,  Taylor's  Hill,  Co   Gal 

^ay.  [308]  991 
Administration,  [308]  1780 
Arrest  of  Mr.  Mortimer  Doyle,  [309]  906 
Case  of  —  Gronin,  Convicted  of  '*  Moon- 

ligbtiog,"  [309]  1262, 1263 

leont. 
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Beaoh,  Right  lion.  Sir  M.  E.  Hioks — e(mt, 

Crossmaglen  Conspiracy  —  Release  of  the 
Conspirators,  [308]  1172,  1173 

Imprisonment  of  Father  Fahy,  [309]  1081, 
128.%  1312,  1313,  1314,  1316 
Ireland — Lunatic  Asylums — Questions 

Central  Lunatic  Asylum,  Dundrum — Adver- 
tisement for  a  Kitohenmaid,  [309]  775 

District  Lunatic  Asylums — Salaries  of  OflS- 
cials,  [308]  1744 

Maryborough  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  [308] 
274,  1472 

Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum,  [309]  58G 
Ireland — Magistracy — Questions 

Cork  Magistrates,  [308]  895 

Dr.  Barrett,  J.P.,  [309]  1110 

Mr.  Gray,  of  Glcnann,  Co.  Armagh,  [308] 
666 

Mr.  Molony,  R.M.,  Co.  Mayo,  [308]  1080 

Mr.  Sinclair,  Netrry,  [308]  666 
Ireland — National  Education — Questions 

Board  of  Intermediate  Education,  [308]  538 

Board  of  National  Education  —  Dismissal  of 
Mr.  J.  G.  Fitzgerald,  [308]  1086  ;— Re- 
signation of  Dr.  Newell,  [308]  1086 

Intermediate  Education — Assistant  Com- 
missioners, [309]  6,  1260 

Irish- Speaking  Districts,  [308]  1478 

Limerick  Model  School,  [309J  597 

National  School  Teachers  Act — Condition 
of  Teachers,  [308]  1469 

Teachers    Pension    Act  —  Mrs.  J.    Kelly, 
Mountfield,  Co.  Tyrone,  National  School, 
[309]  1098 
Ireland— Poor  Law — Questions 

Cork  Union  —  Stowaways  from  Liyerpool, 
[308]  1178 

Newry  Union — Poor  Rate  for  the  Camlough 
Division,  [308]  1178 

Unsanitary  Condition  of  Rathdown  Union 
Workhouse,  [308]  872  ;  [309]  1090 
Ireland —  Prisons — Questions 

Daniel  Allen,  Case  of,  [309]  18 

Death  of  Thomas  Fitzgerald,  a  Convict  in 
Mountjoy  I'rison.  [309]  078 

Kilkenny  Gaul— Religious  Provision  for 
Presbyterian  Prisoners,  [309]  769 

Maryborough  Gaol,  Discipline  in,  [308] 
1089, 1090;— Outbreak  of  Fever,  [308] 
1089 

Re-organization — Increase    of    Salaries  of 
Officials,  [308]  1477 
Ireland — Royal  Irish  Constabulary— Questions 

Collection  of  Seed  Rate,  [309]  1117 

Deductions  from  Pensions,  [308]  1031 

District  Inspector  Davis,  of  Loughrea,  Co. 
Galway — Alleged  Reflection  on  Catholic 
Clergymen,  [309]  600 

District  Inspector  Tilly,  [309]  171 

Employment  at  Evictions,  [308]  276 

Ex-Constable  Edward  M'Enter,  [309]  16 

Extra  Police,  Co.  Mayo,  [309]  33*4 

Force  in  Belfast,  [308]  1726,  1727 

Inspectors  under  the  Explosives  Act,  [308] 
1738,  1739 

Medical  Adviser  at  Castlebar,  [309]  180 

Numbers  and  Religious  Composition  of  the 
Force,  [308]  1094,  1458 
Ireland— Parliaiiiontary  Elections— The  Derry 
Election— Action  of  the    Resident    Magis- 
trate and   Police  —  Official   Inquiry,    Res. 
[309J  1283,  1312,  1813,  1314 

leont. 


BsAOH,  Right  Hon.  Sir  M.  E.  Hicka     etmL 

Parliament — Bosiness  of  the  Hoate,  Ras.  [308] 
1216,  1218 

Parliament— New  Rules  of  Procedare — Rale  9 
(Adjournment  of  the  IIoase)»f3o8]  687 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  AddreH  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  290,  292,  295,  390,  418,  496, 
469,  755,  760,  1022,  1023,  1028,  1030,  1041, 
1045 

Scotland  (Fisheries)— The  Royal  CommiMUm 
—Trawling  in  Galway  Bay,  [308]  1180 

Supply — Chief  Secretary   to  the   f^rd    Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  [309]  368,  872,  430. 

440,  441.  457,  462,  469,  470,  481,   482, 

483,  484,  490 
Constabulary,  Ireland,  [309]  797.811,  812* 

816,  817 
County  Court  Officers,  Ae.  of  the  City  of 

Dublin,  [309]  708,  709,  720,  721,  722. 

727,  728 
Criminal  Proseoutioni,  Ac.  in  Ireland,  [300] 

290,  299, 300 
Irish  Land  Commission,  [309]  609 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland,  Ae. 

L309]  507,  511,  513,  514.  048,  550,  052 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Hooaehold  of, 

[309]  267,  272,  282.  287 
National  Gallery,  [309]  760,  701 
Prisons,  Ireland,  [309]  743 
Public  JBducation,  Ireland,  [309]  867,  872, 

881 
Public  Works  in  Ireland,  [309]  556 
Queen's  Colleges,  Ireland,  (309]  800,  801 
Record  Office,  Ireland,  [309]  288 
Report,  [309]  763,  925, 926,  027 
Royal  Irish  Academy,  [309]  802 

Tenants  Relief  (Ireland),  2R.  [309]  1101, 
1192,  1195,  1197. 1204 

Beadel,  Mr.  TV.  J.,  Euex,  Chelwu/ord 
Post  Office — Postmasters  and  Matters  of  Sob- 
Offices — Salaries,  [309]  770 
Supply— Woods,  Forests,  and  Land  ReTennet, 
Ac.  [309]  203,  204 

Beckett,  Mr.  W.,  Notti,  Bastetlaw 

Palace  of  Westminster  —  Shelter  in  Palaoe 
Yard,  [308]  160 

Beer  Adulteration  Bill         {Mr.  Otitkhrt 

Quilter^  Mr,  Herbert  Gardner^  lard  EUk^^ 
Mr,  Gurdon,  Viscount  fFolm0r,  Mr,  FrmmctM 

Stevenson) 

€,  Ordered ;  read  1®  •  Aug  23  [Bill  10] 

Bill  withdrawn  *  Sept  21 

Belfast  Government  Bill 

(Mr.  0' Kelly,  Mr,  Sexton,  Mr.  F^rmti,  Mr. 

Gray,  Mr.  Biggar) 

€.  Ordered  ;  read  !•  •  Avg  23  [Bill  281 

2R.  [Dropped] 


Belfast  Main  Drainage  Bill 
QueHtion,  Mr.  Sexton;  Answer.  Mr. 
Aug  31,  [308]  874 
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Bentinck,  Eight  Hon.  G.  A.  C,  WhiU- 
haven 
New  Police  Offices,  [308]  277 

Bentinck,  Mr.  TV.  G.  C,  Penryn  and 

Falmouth 
Metropolis — Statue  of  James  II.  in  Whitehall 
Yard,  [309]  957 

Beresford,  Lord  C.  (Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty), Marylelone^  E, 
Admiralty  —  Channel    Squadron  —  Butterine, 

[308]  876 
Nayy-n.M.S.  "  Belleisle,"  [309]  782 
Navy  Estimates —  Medical  Establishments  at 
Home  and  Abroad,  [308]  1671,  1676 
Victualling  Yards  at   Home  and  Abroad, 
[308]  1649,  1650 

Bethell,  Commander  G.  E.,  York^  E,R., 

Holder  ness 
Navy  —  Pay  of  Crews  on  the  China  Station  — 
Rate  of  Exchange,  [308]  879,  880 
Pay  of  Seamen — Loss  through  Depreciation 
of  Silver,  [308]  1734 
Navy  Estimates  —  Machinery  and  Ships  Built 
by  Contract,  [308]  1691 
Miscellaneous  Services,  [308]  1706 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to.  Report,  [308]  1257 
Supply — Deep  Sea  Exploring  Expedition  (Re- 
port), [309] 762 
South  Airica  and  St.  Helena,  [309]  907 

Bigqar,  Mr.  J.  G.,   Cavan^    W, 

Army  Estimates — Medical  Establishments  and 
Services,  [308]  1341 
Miscellaneous    Effective     Services,     [308] 

1687 
Volunteer    Corps    Pay    and    Allowances, 
[308J  1379,  1392 
India  (Madras) — The  late  Princess  of  Tanjore, 

[308]  1070 
Ireland — (Questions 

Fishery   Piers  and    Harbours  —  Red   Bay 

Pier,  Co.  Antrim.  [309]  582 
I^w  and  Justice  —  Administration,  [308] 

1775 
Post  Office — Postal  Arrangements  in  Co. 
Cavan,  [309 J  583 
Parliament  —  New  Writ  —  Double  Return  for 
Ik'llast    Borouffh    (Western    Division)    and 
Sligo  County  (Southern  Division),  [308]  168 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  337,  618,  099,  867,  1130, 1143 
Supply — Chief   Secretary  to    the  Lord   Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  Motion  for  reporting 
Progress,  [309]  438,  442,  468,  487,  490 
Constabulary,  Ireland,  [309]  810,  818 
Criminal    Prosecutions,    d;c.    in    Ireland, 

[309]  306,  322 
Land  Commissioners  for  England,  [309]  32 
Local   Government   Board  in  Ireland,  ^. 

[309]  490,  492,  603,  504 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Hoasehold  of, 

[309]  275 
Mint,  including  Coinage,  [309]  110 
National  Debt  Office,  [309]  114,  118 
Public  Works  Loan  CommiBsion,  [309]  135 
Report,  [309]  927 


BiBKBEOK,  Sir  E.,  Norfolk^  E, 

North  Sea   Fisheries  Convention— The  Pro- 
tecting Cruisers,  [308]  1629 
Speaker,  Election  of  a,  [308]  4 

Blane,  Mr.  A.,  Armagh,  S. 
Army  Estimates  —  Chelsea  and   Eilmainham 
HospiUls,  [308]  1600 
Militia  Pay  and  Allowances,  [308]  1365, 

1368,  1369 
Volunteer  Corps  Pay  and  Allowances,  [308] 
1388 
India  (Madras)— Official  Scandals,  [308]  1070 

Ireland — Questions 

Crime  and  Outrage  —  Attempted  Disturb- 
ance at  Gilford,  Co.  Armagh,  [308]  655 

Law  and  Justice  —  The  Crossmaglen  Con- 
spiracy —  Release  of  the  Conspirators, 
[308]  1172; — Imprisonment  of  Father 
Fahy,  [309]  1327 

Magistracy — Mr.  Gray,  of  Glenann,  Co. 
Armagh,  [308]  656 ;  —  Mr.  Sinclair, 
Newry,  [308]  666 

Poor  Law-i-Newry  Union -^  Poor  Rate  for 
the  Camlough  Division,  [308]  U78 

Royal  Irish  Constabalary — Head  Constable 
Magee,  [308J  775 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  609,  611,  823,  981.  982 

Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lien- 
tenant  of  Ireland,  [309]  431,  432,  433 
Criminal    Prosecutions,    &c,    in    Ireland, 

Amendt.  [309]  687 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Household  of, 

[309]  284,  286 
Mint,  including  Coinage,  [309]  108 
National  Debt  Office,  [309 1  119 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade  Marks  Act, 
Amendt.  [309]  131 

BLinn)ELL,    Colonel    H.  B.  H.,  Zan- 
cashire,  S,  W,,  Ince 
Army— Discipline — The  Devonshire  Regiment, 
[309]  1093 

Army  Estimates  —  Commissariat,  Transport, 
and    Ordnance     Store    Establishments, 
Wages,  <bc.,  [308]  1424 
Militia  Pay  and  Allowances,  [308]  1348 
Volunteer  Corps  Pay  and  Allowances,  [308] 

1387 
Warlike   Stores,    Ac,    Manufacture    and 
Repair  of,  [308]  1554 

Parliament — New  Rules  of  Procedure — Rule  9, 
(Adjournment  of  the  House),  [308]  592 

Board  of  Trade — President  {iee  Stan- 
ley of  Preston,  Lord)  • 

• 

Board  of  Trade  —  Secretary  to   («m 
Db  Worms,  Baron  H.) 

Board  of  Trade 

Board  of  Trade  Journal,"  The— Circular  of 
the  Board  to  Chambert  of  Commerce,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Mnndellm;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tory to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Henry 
De  Worma)  8^^  21,  [309]  1125 

Icont. 
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Board  of  Trade — oont. 

Barbour  Loans,  Question,  Mr.  C.  T.  D. 
Acland ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Henry  De  Worms) 
^ug  30,  [308]  775 

The  Labour  Bureau — Appointment  of  Mr, 
Burnett^  Questions,  Mr.  Ilowortb,  Mr.  Addi- 
'  son,  Mr.  Baden -Powell ;  Answers,  The  Se- 
cretary to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Henry 
De  Worms),  Mr.  Mundella  Aug  26,  [308] 
551 

BoNSOB,  Mp.  H.  C.  0.,  Surrey,  Wmhle- 
don 
Endowed  Schools  (England  and  Wales)— Re- 
moval of  Christ's  Hospital,  [308]  785 

BoELASE,    Mr.    W.   C,    Cornwall,    St. 

Ausiell 

Poor  Law  (England  and  Wales)  —  Launccston 

Board  of  Guardians — Education  of  Children 

in  a  Public  Elementary  School,  [308]  1315 

Supply — Local  Government  Board,  Ac.  [309] 

64 
Wales— Agitation  against  Tithe,  [309]  19 

Bradlaxtgh,  Mr.  C,  Northampton 
Army  Estimates — Medical  Establishments  and 
Services,  [308J  1345 
Warlike  Stores,  dsc.  Manufacture  and  Re- 
pair of,  [308]  1402 
Church  of  England— The  Tithe  War  in  Wales, 

[308]  264 
Law  and  Justice  —  Street  Speaking —  Case  of 

John  Williams,  [308]  1460 
Mauritius — Thomas  Wilkinson,  [308]  367 
Navy— Returns  of  Ships  of  War,  [308]  1634 
Navy  Estimates  —  Naval  Stores  for   Building 
and  Kcpairing  the  Fleet,  &c.,  [308]  1685 
Victualling   Yards  at   Home  and  Abroad, 
[308]  1058 
Parliament —  Business  of  the  House  —  Prece- 
dence of  Government  Orders  —  Motions  on 
Perpetual  Pensions,  Ac.,  [308]  795 
Parliament  —  Palace    of    Westminster — Con- 
stables on  Duty,  [309]  584,  585 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  304.  526,  805 
Parliament  —  Sessional   Orders — Interference 

ol  Peers  in  Klections,  [308]  73,  80 
Scotland — Contravention   of  the  Truck   Act, 

[308]  1083,  1704,  1769;  [309]  7,  8 
Supply — Criminal  Prosecutions,  Jbc.  in  Ireland, 
[309]  050,  052.  653,  656 
Land  Commissioners   for  England,   [309] 

33,35 
Local  Government  Board,  &c.  [309]  51 
Secret  Services,  [309]  212,  214 
Woods,  Forests,  and  Land  Revenues,  Ao. 
[309]  197,  209 

BRiDQEiiAX,  Colonel  Hon.  F.,  Bolton 
Cyprus— The  Annual  Tribute,  [308]  541 

Bright,  Mr.  J.,  Manchester,  S.  W, 

Ireland — Law  and  Justice —  Imprisonment  of 

Father  Faliy,  [309]  1081 
Spain— Commercial  Tariff —  "  Certificates  of 

Origin,"  [308]  891 


British  North  American  Ptovineei 

Confederation  of  the  Provinces — Nova  Scotia, 
Question,  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde ;  Aniver, 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Coloniet  (Mr. 
E.  Stanhope)  Sept  9,  [308]  1738 
Newfoundland  —  Distress  in  Lahradar^  Qaei- 
tion,  Mr.  Gedge  :  Answer,  The  Seeretmiy  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope) 
Sept  20,  [309]  975 

Brodrick,  Hon.  W.  St.  J.  F.  (Financial 
Socretary,  War  Department),  SuT' 
rey,  Guildford 
Army  Estimates — Military  Edocation,  Estab- 
lishments for,  [308]  1583,  1585 
Militia  Fay  and  Alluwances,  [308]  1868 
Miscellaneous    EffectiTO    Serfioety     [308] 

1587,  1588,  1580,  1591 
Out- Pensions.  [308]  1601 
War  Office,  [308]  1695 
War    Department  —  Army    QoartermaaCers. 
[309]  601 

Brooefield,  Colonel  A.  M.,  Sutsex^  Rye 

Army  Estimates — Volunteer  Corpi  Pay  and 
Allowances,  [308]  1389 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to.  Report,  [308]  1274 

Brown,  Mr.  Ai  L.,  Siawiek,  j-c. 

Magistracy  (Scotland) — Sheriff  Clerk  of  Ber* 

wickshire,  [309]  1253 
Parliament  —  Business    of  the   Iloase,    Etes. 

[308]  1212,  1215 
Supply,  Report,  [308]  1001, 1606 

Bruce,  Lord  H.,    Wilts,  Chippenham 

Ireland — Crime  and  Outrage — Kiotsat  BelfiMt 

—Cypher  Telegrams,  [308]  1 185 
Post  Office^  Postage  Rates  to  the  Australian 

Colonics,  [309]  603 

Brtce,  Mr.  J.,  Aberdeen,  S. 

Asia  (Central)  —  Afghan  Boandary  Commlf- 

sion,  [308I  378,  1326 
Bulgaria — Uecent  Revolution,  [308J  878 
Reported  Abdication  of  Prince  AlesandeTi 
[308J 1326 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  821 
Turkey— Disturbances  in  Armenia  (Van),  [308] 
539 

Buchanan,  Mr.  T.  R.,  Edinburgh,  W. 
Burmah — Government  of  India  Act,  See.  27, 
[308]  792 
Military  Expedition — Appointment  of  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, [308]  569 
England  and  China — Treaty  regardingBonBal^ 

[308]  562 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Addrms  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  803 
Supply— House  of  Lords  OfBoes,  [308]  1811 

Buckinqhah  and  GuANDoSy   Duke  of 
(Chairman  of  Gomnuttees) 
Private  and  Profisional  Order  Bills,  lUn.  [309] 
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Bulgaria — See  Europe  {South-JSasUrn) 

Burials    ( England    and     Wales)  —  ITie 
Churchyard    at    Bolton- on- Deame, 
Yorkshire 
Question.    Mr.    Shirley  ;  Answer,   The  Secre- 
tary ot  Sute  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Matthews)  Auff  30,  [308]  777 

BURMAH 

Adminutration  of  Jwflice — Captain  Adamson, 
Question,  Dr.  Cameron  ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Sir 
John  Gorst)  Sept  3,  [308]  1184 

Government  0/  India  Act^  1868, 5dc.  27,  Quel- 
tion,  Mr.  Buchanan  ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  Slate  for  India  (Sir  John 
Gorst)  Aug  30,  [308]  792 

Inundations  at  Mandalay,  Question,  Sir  Henry 
Tyler;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  India  (Sir  John  Gorst)  Aug  26,  [308] 
542  ;  Question,  Mr.  Addison  ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  IndiA  (Sir  John 
Gorst)  Sept  3,  1190;  Question,  Mr,  W.  F. 
Lawrence  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  (Sir  John  Gorst)  Sept  22, 
[309] 1265 

Public  Works — Railways,  Qaestions,  Mr.  Dai- 
ry m  pie;  Answers,  The  Undersecretary  of 
State  for  India  (Sir  John  Gorst)  Aug  26, 
[308]  653 

The  Chief  Boshway,  Question,  Mr.  Hunter ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  (Sir  John  Gorst)  Sept  2,  [308]  1093 

The  Military  Expedition  —  Appointment  of 
Commander-in-Chiefs  Question,  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  (Sir  John  Gorst)  Aug  26, 
[308!  602 

The  Cost,  Question,  Mr.  James  Stuart ;  An- 
swer, The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  (Sir  John  Gorst)  A\ig  26,  [308J  547 

Burt,  Mr.  T.,  Morpeth 

Coal  Minos — Questions 

Dean  Lane  Colliery  Explosion,  [309]  776 
Leiirh  Colliery  Explosion,  [309]  691 
Woodend  Colliery  Explosion,  [308]  258 
Parliiiinont— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308J  839 
Public    Health  —  Gipsy-Van   and   TraTelling 

Children,  [309]  776 
Spain— Fernaniio  Po  —  Expulsion  of  the  Rey. 
William  Wcltord,  [308]  877 

Butter  Substitutes  Bill  (Sir  Joseph 

M'Kenna,  Mr.  Lalor,  Mr.  John  0*  Connor 
{Tippcrary,  S.),  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr,  Patrick 
O'Brien,  Mr.  Biggar,  Dr,  Tanner) 

e.  Considered  in  Committee ;  Resolution  agreed 
to,  and  reported;  Bill  ordered;  read  !"• 
Aug  20  [BUI  13] 

2  R.  [Dropped] 

Buxton,    Mr.  8.  C,    Tower   Eamlete, 
Poplar 
Education  Department — London  School  Board 
—Sale  of  Land,  [309]  171 


BuxTov,  Mr.  S.  C— «ont. 

Egypt— The  Army  of  Oooupation,  [309]  1100 
Metropolitan  Police  Force — Summer  Clothing, 

[308]  1740 
Poor  Law  —  Metropolitan   Poor  Amendment 

Act,  1870 — Metropolis  Common  Poor  Fand, 

[308] 1 084 
Supply — liouse  of  Lords  Offices,  [308]  1809 
Local  Government  Board,  Ac.  [309]  75 

Byrne,  Mr.  G.  M.,  TFicklow,  W. 

Army  Estimates— Volunteer  Corps  Pay  and 

Allowances,  [308]  1387 
Supply — Fishery  Board  in  Scotland,  dec.  [309] 
253 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland,  dec. 
[309]  555 

Cadogan,  Earl  (Lord  Privy  Seal) 

Crime  and  Outrage  (Ireland)— The  Riots  at 
Belfast — Return  of  Casualties,  Motion  for  a 
Return,  [308]  1060 
Disturbances  at  Belfast  Inquiry,  2R.  [309]  951 
Leaseholders  (Ireland),  Res.  [308]  1717 

Oaine,  Mr.  W.  S,,  Barrow-in-Furneei 
Supply—  Mint,  including  Coinage,  [309]  107» 

109,  no 

National  Debt  Office,  [309]  117 
Caldwell,  Mr.  J.,  Glasgow^  St,  RolUx 

Education  (Grants  to  Schools),  Res.  [308]  1761 
Parliament— New  Rules  of  Procedure — Role  2 

(Adjournment  of  the  House),  [308]  597    1 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  438 

Scotland — Contravention  of  the  Truck   Act, 
[308]  1772 
Education  —  The  Glasgow  School  Board 

System,  [309]  1290 
Universities,  [308]  554 
Supply— Fishery  Board  in  Scotland,  Ac.  [309] 
254 
Public  Education,  Scothind,  [309]  838,  862 
865 

Cambbom,  Dr.  C,  Glasgow^  College 

Burmah — Administration  of  Justice — Captain 
Adamson,  [308]  1184,  1185 

Parliament — (Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  Report,  [308]  1280,  1282,1288, 1289 

Scotland — Law  and  Justice — Death  by  Drown- 
ing of  Donald  Macnab,  [308]  1814 

Southern  Pacific,  Islands  of — Island  of  Malayta 
— H.M.S.  *•  Opal"— ReprisaU  on  Nativee, 
[308]  1314 

Western  Pacific,  Islands  of— H.M.S.  "Dia- 
monds—Reprisals on  Nativee,  [308]  1818 

Oamebon,  Mr.  J.  M.,  Wiei,  ^e. 
Army— 7th  Hnssart— Soioide  of  a  Sergeant^ 

[308] 1811 
Charity  Commissioners  —  Re-eonititntion  of 

the  Coriunission,  [309]  1(MM( 
Royal  Paries  and  PltaaiiM  Qardeni'i-Kfw 

Gardenf,  [309]  1852 
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Cambbon,  Mr.  J.  M. — cont. 

Scotland — Qaestions 

Crofter  Commissioners  —  Public  Sittings, 
[309]  973 

Fishery  Board— Memorial  of  Fishery  OflQ- 
cers,  C308]  1071  ;  [309]  975 

Hemprigg  Trustees,  Wick— Encroachments 
on  Rights  of  Way,  [309]  974 

Post  Office — Communication  between  Dor- 
noch and  Bonarbridge,  [309]  974 ;  — 
Mails  in  Sutherland,  [308]  1071 

Campbell,  Sir  G.,  Kirkcaldy y  Sfc. 

Africa  (South) —  Annexation  of  Native  Terri- 
tory— The  Pondos  and  Xesibes,  [309]  18 
^rmy  —  Force  in  Burmah  —  Reinforcements, 

[308]  267 
Army  (India)— Troops  at  Quetta,  [309]  174 
Civil   Service  Commission  —  Engagement  of 
Superior  Officials  in  Financial  Undertakings, 
[309]  962 
Egypt — Questions 

Finance,  dec. — The  5  per  Cent  Deduction 
from  the  Coupons — Repayment  by  Eng- 
land, [309]  929 
Internal    Administration  —  The  Papers, 

[309] 19 
Re-organization,  &c.  —  Sir  II.  Drummond 
Wolff.  [309]  780 
Metropolis — Statue  of  James  II.  in  Whitehall 

Yard,  [309]  068 
Parliament — Prorogation  —  Re-assembling  of 

the  House,  [309]  1268 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  820 
Post  Office — Telegraph  Department — Foreign 
Telegrams — The  Submarine   Telegraph 
Company,  [309]  336 
Rates  for   Telegrams  to  the   Continent, 
[308]  1720 
Supply  —  Embassies    and   Missions   Abroad, 
Araendt.  [309]  802,  906,  907 
Fishery  Board  in  Scotland,  <bc.  [309]  266 
Local  Government  Board,  ibc.  [309]  66 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Ilousehold  of, 

[309]  204 
National  Debt  Office,  [309]  113;  Amendt. 

114,  116. 119 
National  Gallery,  Amendt.  [309]  828,  831, 

836 
National  Portrait  Gallery,  [309]  837,  838 
Queen's    and  Lord   Treasurer's    Remem- 
brancer   in   Exchequer,    Scotland,    &c. 
[309] 222, 223, 227 
It  eport,  [309]  932 
Secretary  for  Scotland's  Office,  [309]  216, 

218,  220 
Secret  Services,  [309]  214 
Works  and  Public  buildings  Office,  [309  J  212 

Campbell,  Mr.  H.,  Fermanagh,  S. 

Ireland— Crime  and  Outrage — Firing  at  the 
Person    by    Orangemen   at  Rathfriland, 
Co.  Down,  [309]  172,  332 
Po»t  Office — Telegraph  Station  atMagulres- 
bridge,  Co.  Fermanagh,  [309]  688 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  1130,  1133 
Right  Hon.  Joseph  Ciiambcrlain,  M.P.— Police 

Protection,  [309]  777 
Supply — Criminal  Prosecutions,  Ac.  in  Ireland, 
[309]  670,  671 
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Campbell-Banneemak,  Bight  Hon.  H., 

Stirling^  Sec. 
Army  Estimates— Militia  Pay  and  AUowanoM. 

[308]  1366 
Warlike  Stores,  dec,  Manafaetnre  and  Rf- 

pair  of,  [308]  1663 


Canada  and  the  United  States— The  Fiuhmrp 
Disputes— The  Treaty  of  IS7 1 
Questions,  Mr.  Gourley  ;  Answers,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  Stote  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir 
James  Fergusson)  Aug  30,  [308]  160 ; 
Aug  30,  775  ;  Sept  9,  1721 ;  S^  22,  [309] 
1266 

Carew,  Mr.  J.  L.,  Zildare,  JV^. 
Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)  Act — Country 
Fairs  (Ireland),  [308]  1466 

Cabnarvon,  Earl  of 

Parliament—Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  61 

Chamberlain,  Bight  Eon.  Joseph^  M.P. — 

Police  Protection 
Question,   Mr.    II.  Campbell  ;    Answer,    The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  17,  [309]  777 

Chamberlain,  Bight  Hon.  J.,  Birming- 
ham, W. 

Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  614,  620,  621,  626,  627«  628, 
632,  633,  641,  648 

CnANCE,  Mr.  F.  A.,  Kilkenny,  8. 
Disturbances  at  Belfast  Inquiry,  Motion  for 

Leave,  [308]  484 
Ireland— ETictions— Kilkenny  Co.  [308]  1178 
Post  Office — Deliveries    at    Craigoe,    Co. 
Kilkenny,  [309]  1362 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Addrsss  In  An- 
swer to,  [308]  737 

Chancellor,  The  Lord  {eee  Halbbubt, 
Lord) 


Chancellor   of   the   Exghequeb    ( 
Churchill,  Bight  Hon.  Lord  B. 

H.  S.) 

Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Langasisb 
(see  Manners,  Bight  Hon.  Lord  J. 
J.  E.) 

Chaniiel  Fieheriei  —  Fithiriet  B$guUUimu 
1843  and  1868 

Detention  of  Kngliih  Fishing  Smatkt  ol 
HarrCt  Questions,  Mr.  Round ;  Answers, 
The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  iSc'pt  ^^[509] 
187  ;  Sept  14,  348  ;  Sept  16.  600 

Encroachment  of  Belgian  Trawlere,  QBsetloB, 
Sir  Savile  Grosstey  ;  Answer,  The  FirK 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  OciH|«  HabU- 
ton)^j;<21,[309]1128 


CHA        CHI 


{  SESSI  ON    2,    1886) 

308-309. 


OHU        OHU 


Channel  Ftsheriet — Fithei'ies  Regulations,  1848 

and  1868--cont. 

Entry  of  French  Fishing  Smacks  into  Great 
Yarmouth,  Questions,  Sir  Uenry  Tyler ;  An- 
swers, The  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
(Baron  Henry  De  Worms)  Sept  20,  [309] 
982;  5<r/)<21,1109 

CnANNiNO,  Mr.  F.  A.,  Northampton^  E, 

Army  Estimates — Volunteer   Corps  Pay  and 

Allowances,  [308]  1889 
Auntralia   (Western)— Treatment  of    Natives, 

[308]  1091 
Railway   Accidents — Accident   on  the  Lanca- 
shire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  at  Brook- 
holes — Automatic  Brakes,  [309]  344 
Penistone  Accident — Brakes  on  the   Man- 
chester, Sheffield,  and  Lincolnshire  Rail- 
way. [308]  1460 
Supply— Home  Office,  [308]  1835 

Chaplin,  Right  Hon.  H.,  Lincolnshire^ 
Skaford 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to.  [308]  444.  452.  454,  693,  694,  786 
Tenants  Relief  (Ireland),  2R.  [309]  1114 

Charity  Commissioners^  The 

Re-constitution  of  the  Commission,  Qoettion. 
Mr.  Macdonald  Cameron ;  Answer,  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Lord  Randolph 
Churchill)  S^pt  21,  [309]  1095 

Schemes  of  the  Charity  Commissioners,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  F.  S.  Powell ;  Answer,  The  Vice 
President  of  the  Council  (Sir  Henry  Holland) 
5<;?«9,  [308]  1741 

Trustees  of  Ooodfellow*s  Charity,  Fifehead 
Neville,  Dorset,  Question,  Mr.  Jesse  Col- 
lings  ;  Answer,  The  Vice  President  of  the 
Council  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  Aug  2i,  [308] 
376 

CniLDERs,  Right  Hon.  H.  0.  E.,  Edin* 

hurgh,  S. 
Army   Estimates  —  Clothing  Establishments , 
Services,  and  Supplies,  [308]  1444 

China 

Chef 00  Convention,  The — The  Anglo*Chinese 
Convention,  Pthn,  Question.  Mr.  King ; 
Answer,  Tho  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergusson) 
Aug  SI,  [308]  890 

The  Che/00  Agreement  —  The  Additional 
Article — Smuggling — Clause  9,  Question. 
Mr.  Richard  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James 
Ferguf«8on)  Sej,t  6,  [308]  1310 

Franco- Chinese  Commercial  Treaty — Prohibi- 
tion of  Opium  TrafHc  between  Tonquin  and 
China,  Question,  Mr.  Hunter  ;  Answer.  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Aflhin 
(Sir  James  P'ergusson)  Sept  8,  [308]  1184 

Treaty  Regarding  Durmah,  Question,  Mr. 
Buchanan  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James 
Fergusson)  Aug  26,  [308]  562 

Trade  in  Opium,  Question,  Mr.  T.  W.Ruatell ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  AffifurB( Sir  James  Fergusson)  SepI  9, 
[308]  1743 


Chubchill,  Bight  Hon.  Lord  B.  H.  S. 
(Chancellor    of   the    Ezohequer), 
Paddington,  8, 
Accession  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen — Celebra- 
tion of  the  Jubilee.  [309]  1854 
Army  Estimates.  [308]  1327 

Warlike  Stores.  [308]  1525. 1562 
Charity  Commissioners —  Re-constitutlon  of 

the  Commission.  [309]  1006 
Civil    Service — The  Playfair  Scheme,   [309] 

169 
Civil  Service  Establishments — Salaries,  [309] 

591 
Civil  Services,  Royal  Commission  on — Diplo- 
matic and  Consular  Services.  [309]  603 
Engagement  of  Superior  Officials  in  Finan- 
cial Undertakings.  [309]  962 
Commerce  and  Agriculture — A  Special  Cabinet 

Department,  [309]  1097 
Consolidated    Fund    (Appropriation),    Comm. 

el.  $,[309]  1131.  1132 
C  orrency — Questions 

Appointment  of  a  Commission,  [308]  1320  ; 
— Names  of  Members.  [308]  1479 ;  [309] 
779 
Gold  Coinage,  [308]  1724 
Customs  Estimates — Surfeyor  of  the  Port  of 

London.  [308]  1738 
Depression  of  Trade  and  Industry — Report  of 

the  Royal  Commission.  [309]  584 
Egypt  (Finance,  dec.) — The  5  per  Cent  Deduc- 
tion from  the  Coupons — Repayment  by 
England.  [309]  931 
Re-organization.  Ac. — Sir  H.  Drummond 
Wolff,  [309]  780 
Fiscal  Laws  —  Duties  on  Imported  Manu&o- 

tures.  [308]  369 
House-Boats —  Exemption  from  Imperial  and 

Local  Taxation.  [309]  599 
Inland  Revenue  —  Repayment  of  Income  Tax, 

[308)  782 
Ireland —  Questions 

Crime  and  Outrage — Riots  at  Belfast,  [309] 
982 ; — Compensation  for  Damage  to  the 
Royal  Hospital.  [309]  186 
Disturbances  at  Belfast  Inquiry  Bill,  [308] 

797.  897 
Hospitals    and   Infirmaries  —  The  Royal 

Hospital.  Belfast.  [308]  1772 
Inland  Navigation  and    Drainage  —  The 

River  Barrow.  [308]  265 
Law  and  Justice— Imprisonment  of  Father 

Fahy.  [309]  1307 
Public   Works—Constitution   of  the  Pro- 
posed Royal  Commission,  [309]  1354 
Land — Simplification  of  Titles  and  Transfers, 

[309]  963, 1120 
Land   Law — Transfer  of  Land -— Legislation, 

[309]  1129 
Law  and  Justice — Codification  of  the  Criminal 
Law,  [309120 
Revised    Statutes — Issue    of  a  New  and 
Cheap  Edition.  [309]  21 
Local  Government  Bill  —  Lioeneei  for  Sale  of 

Intoxicating  Liquors.  [308]  161 
Mechanics'    Institutes  —  Supply   of  ParUa- 

menUry  Reports,  [308]  1722 
•  Metropolis — Questions 

City  of  London  hirerj  Companies,  [309] 

II28 
Poor  Ratepajon  of  Londoo,  [308]  1758 
Water  Snppl/,  [309]  978 
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CHURomLL,  Right  Hod.  Lord  R.  H.  S.— eonl. 

Minister  of  Edaoation  —  Report  of  Commons 

Committee,  1884,  [308]  1734 
Owners  and  Ooonpiers  of  Land  (England  and 
Wales)  —  Incidence  of  Tithes,  [309]   981, 
1125 
Parliament — Committee  on   Procedure,  [308] 
159 
House  of  Commons  Arrangements —  A  Se- 
lect Committee,  [308]  881 

Parliament — Business  ofthe  (louse — Questions 
[308]  89,  1005,  1755  ;  [309]  787,  788.  983 
Adjournment  of  tlio  Ilouiie  —  Prorogation, 

[309]  1262 
Bills  of  Private  Members,  [308]  167 
Duration  ofthe  Session,  [308 1  89 
Hours  of  Commencement,  [308]  169 
Parliamentary  Procedure,  [309I  1269 
Precedence  of  Government  Orders — Mo- 
tions on  Perpetual  Pensions,  dec,  [308] 
796 
Prorogation — Re-assembling  of  the  Hoase, 

[309]  1268 
Public  Business — Order  of  Supply — Vote 
for  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  [309] 
604 
Votes  in  Supply,  [308]  91 

Parliament— Business  of  the   House,  Motion 

for  the  Address,  [308]  382 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House,  Res.  [308] 

1195,  1201,  1224 
Parliament — New  Rules  of  Procedure — Rule  2 
(Adjournment  ofthe  House),  [308]  573,  575, 
579 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
3o8]swerto,  113,  123,  190,  191,  193,  194,195, 
.     201,  202,  222,  346.  413,  415,  418,  482,  651, 
.      737,  857,  860,  861,  872,  990,  1108,  1149, 
.      1151;    Keport,    1163,    1166,    1170,    1171, 
.      1233.  1243 

Parliament—  Sessional  Orders  —  Interference 
of  Peers  at  Elections,  [308]  80 

Parliamentary  Franchise  —  Disabilities  ofthe 
Police  Force,  [309!  343 
Electoral  Power  of  Women,  [309]  344 

Post  Ofl3ce — Robbery  of  Mails  on  the  Railway 
between  London  and  Dover,  April  8,  1886, 
[309]  331 

Public  Accounts  Committee — Secret  Service 
Money,  [308]  667 

Public  Departments.  The  Royal  Commission 
on — Out-door  Officers  of  Customs  and  Ex- 
cise, [309]  982 

Rivers  Pollution  (Iliver  l^ea).  Motion  for  Re- 
appointmont  of  Select  Committee.  [308]  249 

Scotland — Evictions — Eviction  on  the  Chisholm 
Estate,  Inverness-shire,  [309]  1355 

South  Eastern  Europe — Affairs  of  Bulgaria — 
Action  of  the  Government,  [309]  1124, 
1329,  1330 

Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the   Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  [309]  397 
Civil  Contingencies  Fund.  <bo.  [309]  924 
Civil  Service  Commission,  [308]  1843,  1845 
County  Court  Officers,  dsc.  ot  the  City  of 

iJublin,  [309]  7U3,  711,  714 
Criraiial     1  rusecuiions,     Ac.    in     Ireland,- 
[309]  288,  293,  299,  323,  324,  652,  654, 
059 
Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad,  [309]  898, 
9U0,  906 

[cont. 


CEjjncmLL,  Right  Hon.  Lord  R.  H. 

Exchequer  and  Audit  Deputment,  [508] 

1845 
House  of  Commons  GiBoes,   [308]    1619. 

1820,  1821,  1822 
House  of  T^rds  Officei,  [308]  1705,  1608, 

1810.  1812 
Land  Commissioners  for  England,   [309] 

31,32 
Looal  Government  Board,  Ae.  [309]  63,  67, 

63 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland,  Ac 

[309  J  490.491 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Hoatehold  of, 

[309]  262 
Mint,  including  Coinage,  [309]  104,   107, 

109, 110, 112 
Miscellaneous  Expenses.  Ac.  [309]  917,  919 
National  Debt  Office,  [309I  114,  110 
National  Gallery,  [309J  930 
Public  Works  in  Ireland.  [309]  560,  568 
Public    Works    Loan   CommiMion,  r^ool 
133,  134  ^ 

Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Aflkin,  [308] 

1839 
Secret  Services,  [309]  213,  814,  215 
Woods,  Forests,  and  Land  ReTennei,  [309] 
152 
Supply — Order  of  Taking  the  Estimatet,  [309] 

346 
Tenants     Relief  (Ireland),  8R.  [309]    1045, 

1059,  1220 
Town  Holdings,  Motion  for  Re-appointin«it  of 

Select  Committee,  [308]  250 
Trade  and  Agriculture,  Koyal  Commiailon  on- 
Foreign  Bounties,  [308]  781 

City  of  London  Livery  Compimiei^  L$gi9» 

lation 
Question,  Mr.  Pickersgill ;  Answer,  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the   Exchequer    (Lord   Randolph 
Churchill)  Sepi  21,  [309]  1123 

City  of  London  Parochial  CharitU^  AH^ 
1883 — Report  of  Commneioner* 
Question.   Mr.  James  Stuart ;    Answer.   The 
Vice  President  of  the  Council  (Sir  Henry 
Holland)  Sept  21,  [309]  1096 

Civil  Service,  The 

Civil  Service  Clerks  and  Wriier§,  Qoeetion, 
Mr.  Bnrran  ;  Answer,  The  Seerernry  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  Sept  7,  [308]  1408; 
Questions.  Mr.  Pickersgill ;  Answers,  The  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jaokson),  1478 ; 
S^pt  16,  [309]  591  i^Stai^ment  upon  tkeir 
Case,  Question,  Mr.  PickengiU  ;  Answer* 
The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackaon) 
Sept  21, [309]  1112 

Civil  Service  Establishments — Solarise,  Qnet- 
tion,  Mr.  Pickersgill ;  Answer.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  (L.ord  Randolnh 
Churchill)  Sept  1«,  [309]  591 

Report  of  the  Dtpart'Hrnttit  CommiUee,  Qaea- 
tion.  Sir  Julian  Gold^mid ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  to  tho  Treasury  (Mr.  Jiekeon) 
^tf^  ^3.  [308]  257  :  Question,  Mr.  Kimber ; 
Answer,  The  Seeretary  to  Iho  Trannrj 
(Mr.  Jaokson)  Sept  9, 1725 
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Civil  Service,  7%*— cont/ 

Royal  Commission  on  (he  Civil  Servieei^The 
Diplomatic  and  Consular  ServieeSt  Question, 
Mr.  Pickemgill  ;  Answer,  The  Chnncellor  of 
the  Exchequer  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
Sept  IG,  [309]  603 

Ennagement  of  Superior  Officials  tn  Financial 
Undertakings,  Question,  Sir  George  Camp- 
bell ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer (I.ord  Randolph  Churchill)  Sept  20, 
[309I  902 

Tfii'  Flay  fair  Scheme,  Question,  Sir  Guyer 
Hunter;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer (Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  Sept  13, 

[309]  icy 
Clancy,  Mr.  J.  J.,  Dublin  Co.,  N. 

Army  Estimates  —  Commissariat,  Transport, 
and  Ordnance  Store  Establishments,  Wagea, 
Ac,  [308]  H19 

Ireland — Questions 

Education — Board  of  Intermediate  Educa- 
tion, [308] 637 

Fisheries—  Herring  Fisheries  on  the  South 
Coast,  [308J  538;  — West  and  North- 
west Coast — Loans  to  Fishermen,  [309] 
6 

Intermediate  Education  —  The  Assistant 
Commissioners,  [309]  6,  1259 

Law  and  Justice— Imprisonment  of  Father 
Fahy, [309]  1309 

Parliamentary  Elections  —  Assistant  Re- 
vising Barristers,  [308]  681 

Piers  and  Harbours — Unexpended  Grants, 
[308]  1736 

Poht  Otflce — Parcel  Post — Non-Payment  of 
Salaries  of  Sub-Postmasters  and  Letter 
Receivers,  [309]  1258 

Sea  and  Coast  Fisheries— Loans  to  Fisher- 
men, [308]  887 

Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  144, 1126 
Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  r309]  464,  488 
Civil    Service    Commission,    [308]    1844, 

1845 
Commissioners    in    Lunacy  in    England, 

[309]  100 
County  Court  OflQcers,  Ac.  in  the  City  of 

Dublin,  Motion  for  reporting  Progress, 

[309]  712,  716 
Criminal  Prosecutions,  Ac.  in  Ireland,  [309] 

206,  297 
Home  Office,  [308]  1832,  1838 
Land  Commissioners  for  England,  [309] 29; 

Amen«k.  30,  31,  32.  34,  35 
Local   Cfovernment  Board,  Ac,  [309]  79, 

80,81 
Local  (lovernment  Board  in  , Ireland,  Ac, 

[3093520,  530,  631,650 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Household  of, 

Amendt.  [309]  270,  273,  282 
National  Gallery,  [309]  760 
Public  Education,  Ireland,  [309]  868,  871, 

873 
Public  Works  in  Ireland,  [309]  668,  661  ; 

Amendt.  676,  677 
Queen's   and    I^ord    Treasurer's   Remem- 
brancer in   Exchequer,    Scotland,  Ac, 

[309]  224 
Report,  [309]  163,  154, 155, 763 


Clamct,  Mr.  J.  J.— «ofif. 

Stationery,  Printing,  Ac,  [309]  138 
Woods,  Forests,  and  Land  Revenues,  Ac, 
[309]  188  ;  Amendt.  196,  206,  20»,  309 

Clark,  Dr.  Q.  B.,  Caithnwi 

Life    Insurance   Companies — Return  of   Ac- 
counts, [308] 1190 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
308]  swer  to,  Motion  for  Adjournment,  860,  909, 
.      910,  911,   918.  919,  943,   947,  949,   962; 
.      Report,  1288,  1289,  1290,  1296.  1296,  1297 
Post  Office — Acceleration  of  the  Scotch  Mails, 

[?o8]  377 
Scotland — Questions 

Agricultural  Labourers — Appointment  of  a 

Commission,  [309]  28 
Contravention  of   the  Truck  Act,    [308] 

1771 
Truck  Acts— Easdale  Slate  Company,  [308] 
161 
Supply — Civil  Contingencies  Fund,  Ac,  [309] 
922,  924 
House  of  Lords  Offices,  [308]  1812 
Post  Office  Packet  Service,  [309]  919,  920 
Public  Education,  Scotland,  [309J  864 
South  Africa  and  St.  Helena,  [309]  911, 
914 

Coal  Minet 

Dean  Lane  Colliery  Explosion,  Question,  Mr. 
Burt ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Matthews) 
Sept  17,  [309]  776 

Leigh  Colliery  tCxplosion,  Question,  Mr.  Burt ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  (Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  16, 
[309J  691 

Woodend  Colliery  Explosion,  Questloo,  Mr. 
Burt ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  I)epartment  (Mr.  Matthews) 
^(^  33,  [308]  268 

Coal  Mines  Regulation  Act  (1872)  Amend- 
ment Bill        {J^r,  Arthur  0*  Connor,  Mr. 
T,  P,  O'Connor) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  l""  *  Aug  20  [Bill  16] 

Order  for  2R.  discharged;  Bill  withdrawn 
Sept  1,  [308]  1063 

Cobb,  Mr.  H.  P.,  Warmek,  8.E.,  Rughy 
Law  and  Justice — '<  Bryce  v,  Rusdeo,"  [308J 
791 

Oochbane-Baillie,  Hon.  0.  W.  A.  N., 
8t,  Fanerat,  N. 
Pott  Office— Country  Telegrams,  [308]  1186 
Railways—Safety    Railwaj    Couplings,    [308] 
1760 

OoHEN,  Mr.  L.  L.,  Paddington,  N. 

Foreign  Official  Pasoport  Agencies,  [308J  262 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An* 
swer  to,  [308]  436, 863 

OoLLiKGS,  Mr.  J.,  BirminghMm,  Barded$y 
Charity  CommiitUMMrt  —  Tmateet  of  Good- 
lUlow'i  Oharitj,  Go.  DoiMl,  [3«6]  870 
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CoLOMB,  Capt.  J.  0.  R,  Tower  HamUU^ 
BotOf  Sfc. 
Arm/  Estimates — Warlike  Stores,  Ac.,  Maou- 
factare  and  Repair  of,  [308]  1576 
Works,    Buildings,     Ac,    at   Uome   and 
Abroad,  [308]  1582 
Defence  of  British  Possessions  and  Gommeroe 
Abroad — Report  of  the  Rojal  Commiitioo, 
[309]  977 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  Report,  [308]  1164 
Post  Office — Telegrnphic  Communication  be- 
tween the  United  Kingdom  and  the  Austra- 
lasian Colonies,  [309]  977 
Trade  and   Commerce  —  Foreign  Labour  in 
the  Tower  Hamlets — The  Census,  [309]  17 

Colonies — Secretary  of  State  for  {see 
Stanhope,  Eight  Hon.  E.) 

Colaniei,    Ths — Imperial  Federation — see 
Untied  Kingdom 

Commerce    and   AgrieuUure — A    Special 

Cabinet  Department 
Question,  Colonel  Hill ;   Answer,  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the   Exchequer  (Lord  Randolph 
Churchill)  Sej^2\,l$o^]  1097 
[See  AgrieuUurcd  Department'] 

CoKMERSLL,  Admiral  Sir  J.  E.,  Souths 
ampton 
Army  (Clothing  Department) — Armj  Clothing 

Factory,  Pimlico,  [308]  1742 
Army  Estimates — Militia  Pay  and  AUowanoes, 
[308]  1358 
Warlike  Stores,  Ac.,  Manu&cture  and  Re- 
pair of,  [308]  1520,  1523,  1569 
Navy— Returns  of  Ships  of  War,  [308]  1635 
NaTy  Estimates — Machinery  and  Ships  built 
by  Contract,  Ae.  [308]  1689 
Medical     Establishments    at    Home    and 

Abroad,  [308]  1674 
Victualling  Yards  at  Home  and  Abroad, 
[308]  1650 

C0MMIN8,  Dr.  A.,  Boteomtnon,  8. 

Parliament— New  Rules  of  Procedure— Rule  2 
(Adjournment  of  the  House),  [308]  588 

Parliament  —  (Queen's  Speech,  Addrees  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  1186 

OOIOCTTTEE  OF  CoUNCIL  ON  EDUCATION — 

Vice  President  {see  Holland,  Bight 
Hon.  Sir  H.  T.) 

Comolidated  Fond  (Appropriation)  Bill 

{Mr,  Courtney,  Mr.  ChaneelUr  of  tho  Exehequir, 

Mr.  Juekoon) 

€,  Motion   for    Leave     (Mr,  ChaneeUer  of  the 

309]  Exchequer)    Sept    18,   935  ;    aAer    short 

debate,   Motion  agreed  to ;    Bill  ordered ; 

rMd  1^» 

MoTed.    **That    the   Bill  be   now  read  2^'* 

.     Sept  20,  1073;  after  debate.  Question  pat; 

A.  176,  N.  66  ;  M.  110  (D.  L.  44) 
Order    for  Committee  read  ;  Moved,   "  That 
Mr.  Speaker   do  now    laavt    the  Chair'* 


Coneolidaied  Fund  (Appropriaium)  Bill^^eotki. 

30^]  Sept  21, 1128  :  after  short  debate.  Question 
put,  and  agreed  to  ;  Committee  ;  Report 
Moved,    *'That  the   Bill    be  now  read  3*" 
Sept  22,  1270  ;  after  debate.  Motion  agreed 
to  ;  Bill  read  3« 
I.  Read  1*  •  (Lord  Stanley  of  Preston)  Sept  2» 
Read  2**  ;    Committee  negatifed  ;  read  8* 

Sept  23 
Rojal  Assent  Sept  25  T'^O  Viet.  e.  1] 

Contagious  Diseases  (Animals) 

Country  Fairs  (Ireland),  Question,  Mr.  Carew  ; 
Answer.  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir 
Michnel  ilicks-Beach)  Srpt  7.  [308]  1465 

Imports  from  the  Dominion  0/ Canada,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Anderson :  Answer,  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  ( Lord  John 
Manners)  Sept  6,  [308]  1323 

Splenetic  Blood  Poitoning  at  Ameshy,  LeieeS' 
tershire.  Question,  mV.  Tapling ;  Answer, 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster 
(Lord  John  Manners)  Sept  7.  [308]  1467 

Swine  Fever  —  Inoculation,  Question,  Sir 
Richard  Paget ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  (Lord  John  Mannera) 
^«^  30,  [308]  777 

OoNWAY,  Mr.  M.,  Leitrim,  N. 

Education  Department—- Pensions  to  Teaebert, 

[309]  25,  26 
Education  (Grants  to    Schools),  Rea.   [308] 

1757,  1764 
Ireland  —  Parliamentary   Elections  —  List  of 
Vetera— North  Uitrim,  [308]  1179 
Post  Office — Surveyors*  Clerks,  [309J  96T 
Navy  Estimates — Machinery  and  Shipa  bailt 

by  Contract.  Ac.  [308 J  1700 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to.  [308]  085 
Supply — Criminal  Prosecutions,  Ac.  in  Irelandt 
[309]  297.  318.  319 
Mint,  including  Coinage,  [309]  107 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade  Marks  Ael, 

[309]  126,  131 
Public  Education,  [309]  743 
Public  Education,  Ireland,  [309]  870, 8Si 

OoNYBEARS,  Mr.   C.  A.  v.,    ComweM^ 
Camborne 
Indian  Telegraph  Department — Griefaacea  of 

Officers.  [308]  271 
IreUnd  (South.  West  Dutrict)— Speetal  Mili- 
tary   Officer  in   Command,  [308]  793, 
794 
SUtistica  of  Popnlation^Cork  Co.  [306] 
534 
Law  and  Juttiee — Irregular  Detentioa  al  the 

Middlesex  Seeaioos,  [508]  1088 
Navy — Engine  Room  Artificers,  [308]  271, 560 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  223,  228,  229,  844,  847.  869 
Supply— Criminal  Prosecutions,  Ac.  in  Irelaod, 
[309]  289  :  Motion  for  reporting  Progress, 
290,  304.  324 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Household  of. 

[.V)9]  a79 
Public  Edocatioo,  [309]  745 
Town   Holdings,   Motion   for  Re-AppoiatflseBt 
of  Seleot  GcMBAUtee,  [308]  959 
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Cooke,  Mr.  C.  W.  E.,  Newington,  W, 

Parliament — Palace  of  Westminster — Ventila- 
tion of  the  House,  [308]  654 

Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Addresa  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  309 

Copyright^  Law  of — Legislation 
(question,  Mr.  Hunter  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
to  the  Board   of  Trade   (Baron  Ilenry  De 
Worms)  Sept  U,  [309]  340 

Corbet,  Mr.  TV.  J.,  WichloWf  E, 

Ireland — Questions 

Fishery  Piers  and   Harbours — Greystones 

Harbour,  [309]  172 
Inland    Navigation    and    Drainage — The 

River  Barrow,  [308]  265 
Lunatic    Asylums — Central    Lunatic   Asy- 
lum,   Dundrum — Advertisement    for    a 
Kitchenmaid,   [309]    776  ;  —  Kichmond 
Lunatic  Asvlum,  (309]  586 
Piers    and    Harbours — Arklow    Harbour 

Works,  [309]  172 
Port   of  Dublin — Great   Eastern     Steam- 
ship, [308]  1066 
Lunacy  Laws,  [309]  167 
Railways    (England    and    Wales)— Improved 

Couplings,  [309]  340 
Supply — Commissioners   in   Lunacy  in    Eng- 
lan<l,  [309J  02 
Criminal    Prosecutions,    <fcc.    in    Ireland, 

[309 1  692 
Public  Works  in  Ireland,  [309]  675 

CoRRY,  Sir  J.  P.,  Armagh^  31  id 

Disturbances  at  Belfast  Inquiry,  Comm.  [309] 

15S 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  995,  1129,  1130 
Supply — Constabulary,  Ireland,  [309]  704 

CossHAM,  Mr.  H.,  Bristol^  E, 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308)  423 
Supply— Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland, 

Ac.  [309]  532 

CoTTox,  Capt.E.  T.  D.,  Cheshire^  Wirral 

Army — Small  Arms — Swords  of  the  2nd  Dra- 
goon (iuards,  (308]  1077 

Army  Estimates — Medical  Establishments  and 
Services,  [308 J  1337 

Parliament — Palace  of  Westminster — Electric 
Communication  in  the  House,  [308]  1076 

County  Government  (Ireland)  Bill 

{Mr.   P.  y.   Puv't-r,  Mr.   LUlon,  Mr.  Sexton^ 

Mr.  John  0^  Connor,  Mr.  Maurice  Healy) 

c.  Ordered  ;  road  1°  •  Aug  23  [Bill  29] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

CouRTXEY,    Mr.   L.    H.    (Chairman  of 

Committees  of  Ways  and  Means  and 

Deputy  Speaker),  Cornwall^  Bodmin 

Army  Estimates — Miliiia  Pay  and  Allowances, 

[308  J  1349 

Miscellaneous    Effective    Services,     [308] 

1591 

VOL*  CCCIX.  [thi&d  sseiss.]  [wiu. 


CouRTiTBr,  Mr.  L.  U. — eont. 

Retired  Pay,  <feo.  [308]  1596, 1697 
Warlike  Stores,  Ac,  Manufacture  and  Re- 
pair of,  [308]  1531,  1547 
War  Office,  [308]  1591,  1592 

Navy  Estimates — Machinery  and  Ships  built 

by  Contract,  &c.  [308]  1700.  1705 
Medical     Establishments    at    Home    and 

Abroad,  [308]  16(57,  1668,  1674 
Miscellaneous  Services,  [308]  1709,  1853 
Naval  Stores  for  Building  and  Repairing 

the  Fleet,  *c.  [308]  1676,  1677,  1678 
Victualling  Yards  at  Uome  and   Abroad, 

[308]  1650,  1651,  1658,  1660,  1663 

Secret  Service  (Repeal),  Comm.  cl,   1,  [308] 
1304 

Supply,  [309]  29 

Bankruptcy  Department  of  the  Board  of 

Trade,  [308]  1842 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 

Ireland,  [^09]   367,  368.309,  379,  390. 

395,  306.  \3»S,  399,  401 ,  432,  433,  437. 

439,  440,  441,  449,  450.  453,  454,  455, 

477,  478.  481,  4S2,  484,  489 
Commissioners  in  Lunacy  in  England,  [309] 

92 
Constabulary,  Ireland.  [309]  792 
County  Court  Officers,  <bc.  of  the  City  of 

Dublin,  [309]  703,  711,  712,  713,  714, 

716,  719,  727,  731,  733 
Criminal    Prosecutions.    &o.    in    Ireland, 

[309]  290,  292,  297,  311,  315,  316,  318, 

319,321,  322.  324.  617,634,635,  636, 

637,  642,  663,  666,  670,  671,  681,  682, 

683,  686,  689,  691 
Fishery  Board  in  Scotland,  Ac.  [309]  240, 

251.252 
Home  Office,  [308]  1830 
House  of  Commons  Offices,  [308]  1818 
House  of  Lords  Offices,  [308]  1803, 1812 
Land   Commissioners  for  England,   [309] 

80 
Local  Government  Board,  Ac.  [309]  65, 68, 

70,  71.  73 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland,  4o. 

[309]  503,  504,  505,  518.  525.  626.  531, 

532,  533,  536,  539,  540,  541,  542,  543, 

547 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Ilouaehold  of, 

[309]  258,  259,  261,  266,  270,  277,  279, 

282,  286 
Patents.  Designs,  and   Trade  Marks  Act, 

[309]  131 
Post  Office  Packet  Service.  [309]  920 
Public  Works  in  Ireland.  [309]  564,  565, 

566,  567 
Public  Education,  Scotland,  [309]  866 
Queen's  and   Lord    Treasurer's   Kemem- 

branoer    in    Exchequer,   Scotland,   Ao. 

[309]  226 
Woods.  Forests,  and  Land  Revenaes,  die 

[309] 152 
Works  and  Public  Buildings  Office,  [309] 
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Cox,  Mr.  J.  E.,  Clan^  E, 

1  relan  d — Question  s 

Law  and  Justice— Kilrush  Petty  Sessions- 
Illegal  Fishing — Case  of  Mr.  Simon 
M*Aaliffe,  [309]  766 
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Cox,  Mr.  J.  R.^eorU, 

PrisoDB   Act,   1877  —  Refanding    certain 

Levies,  [309]  180 
Royal    Irish    Constabulary  —  District   In- 
spector Tilly,  [309]  170  ;— Medical  Ad- 
viser at  Castlebar,  [309]  179 
South-West  District  —  Action  of  Sir  Eled- 
▼ers  Bailer,  [309]  346 
Railways —  Railway    Bookstalls —  Boycotting 

of  Mr.  Gladstone's  Pamphlet.  [308]  1480 
Supply — Chief  Secretary   to  the    Lord    Lieu- 
tenant of  IrelanfJ,  [309]  414,  478 
Constabulary,  Ireland,  [309I  703,  810 
Criminal    Prosecution!*,   d:c.    in    Ireland, 
[309]  684 

Cranborne,  Yiscount,  Lancashire,  N,E,, 
Darwen 

Education  (Grants  to  Schools),  Res.  [308] 
1762 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  606 

Crawford,  Mr.  D.,  Zanarky  N,E. 

Scotland — Contravention  of  tho  Truck  Act, 
[308]  1770 

Cremer,  Mr.  W.  E.,  Shorediteh,  Hag- 

geraton 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  Amendt.  [308]  806,  869 

South-Eastern  Europe — Affairs  of  Bulgaria — 
Action  of  the  Government,  [309]  1124, 1125, 
1328,  1330,  1333 

Crilly,  Mr.  D.,  Mayo^  N. 

Admiralty  —  Chief  Officers  of  the  Coastguard 

Service,  [309]  969 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  500 
Post  Office — General   Post   Office — Vacancies 

in  the  Sorting  Offices,  [309]  784 
Supply — Chief  Secretary  to    the   Lord   Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  [309]  440,  446 
Constabulary,  Ireland,  [309]  803 
Fishery  Board  in  Scotland,  ko.  [309]  250, 

251,  253 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  flousehold  of, 

[309]  271  ;  Amendt.  286,  286 
Mint,  including  Coinage,  [309]  110 

Crossley,  Sir  S.,  Suffolk,  Lowestoft 

Fisheries  (England  and  Wales) — East  Coast — 
Encroachment  of  Belgian  Trawlers,  [309] 
1128 

Crossmax,  Major  General  Sir  W.,  Ports- 
mouth 

Army— Charges  against  the  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment, [308]  159,  256,373,  374.  654 

Indian  Officials  in  IVivate  Companies^Sir 
Donald  Stewart,  [308]  1083 

Crown  Land  Revenues 

Windsor  Fort  si  and  Park— Food  for  Oame, 
Question,  Mr.  Labouchere ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson) 
Sept  20,  [309]  970 

\eimt. 


Crown  Land  Revenues-^  oont. 

Richmond  and  Windsor  Parhs^Fteding  iks 
Game,  Question,  Mr.  Labouchere  ;  Answw, 
The  Secretary  to  the  Treaiory  (Mr.  JaokuMi) 
Sej/t  22,  [309]  1260 

[See  title  Metropolis^  The  Pmrks] 


Currency,  The 
Gold  and  Silver^  Royal  Ccmmisiion — n# 
Money  Article  of  "  The  Times*'  Qaettion. 
Mr.  T.  Sutherland ;  Answer,  Tbe  Secretary 
for  Scotland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  Sept  14, 
[309]  347  ;  Question,  Mr.  J.  M.  Maolcan : 
Answer.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ezoheqser 
(Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  Sept  17»  770 

Appointment  of  a  Royal  Commission,  QnettioBt 
Mr.  Montagu  ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  (Lord  Randolph  Charehill) 
SfP^  6,  [308]  1319  i—Xames  of  Members, 
Question,  Mr.  Pulestoo ;  Answer,  The  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Lord  RaDdolph 
Churchill)  Sept  7,  [308]  1470 

Gold  Coinage t  The,  Queetion,  Sir  John  Lvb- 
bock  ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer (Lord  Randolph  Churohill)  Sept  0, 
L308]  1724 

Customs  Estimates — Surveyor  of  the  Port 
of  London 
Questions,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor;    Answen, 
The  Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer    (Lord 
Randolph  Churchill)  Sept  0,  [308]  1737 


Cyprus — The  Annual  Tribute 
Question,  Colonel  Bridgeman  ;  Answer,  Tbt 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Coloniet  (Mr.  E. 

Stanhope)  Aug  26,  [308]  541 

Dalrymple,  Mr.  C,  Ipswich 

Burmah — Public  Works ~ Railways,  [308]  559, 
554 

F^arliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  928 

Deaby,  Mp.  J.,  Mayo,  W. 
Australia  (Western) — Law  and  Jnstio^^Af- 
pointment  of  third  Jadge,  [309]  1353 

Ireland •» Board  of  Works — Inorsase  of  Grant 
for  Building  Sohoolhonies,  Clare  Island, 
Co.  Mayo,  [309]  334 
Royal  Irish   Constabulary^  Extra   Poliet, 
Co.  Mayo,  [309]  334 

Navy  Estimates — Miscellaneons  Serriees,  [jol] 
1854 
Victualling  Tarda  at  Ilome  and  Abvond, 
[308]  1658,  1659,  1663 

Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lisa- 
tenant  of  Ireland,  [309]  301,  399,  800. 
398,  390 

Constabulary,  Ireland,  [309]  706,  707.  813. 
819 

Criminal  Proiecotions,  Ae.  in  Irslnnd,  [309] 
311 

Ix>cal  GoTemment  Board  in  IrBlnnd,  Aa. 
[309]  493,515,318 

Prisons  (Ireland),  [309]  741 
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Deeds  of  Arrangement  with  Creditors — 
Legislation 
Question,  Mr.  Addison  ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Ilenrj  De 


Worms)  Aitr^  27,  [308]  66 


Defences  of  the  Umpire  —  Defence  of 
British  Possessions  and  Commerce 
Abroad — Report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission 

Question,  Captain  Colomb  ;  Answer,  The  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  E. 
Stanhop'-')  Sept  20,  [309]  977 

De  La  Warr,  Earl 

Buls^aria  —  Reported  .Abdication  of  Prince 
Alexander,  [308]  1710 

Crime  and  Outrage  (Ireland) — Riots  at  Bel- 
fast—  Keturn  ot  Casualties,  ^lotion  for  a 
lit'turn,  [308]  1U58,  lOGl 

Malta —  Dockyards — Kmployment  of  Maltese 
Subjects.  [308]  1307.  1712 

Hallway  Brakes,  [309]  952 

Dp:  Ltsle,  Mr.  E.  J.  L.  M.  Phillipps, 
Leicestershire y  Mid. 
Admiralty — Medals  to   the  Sailors  and  Naval 

Officers  in  Egyptian  and  Soudan  Campaigns, 

[308]  7S3 
Army  (Ammunition)— Cartridges,  [308]  1746 
Ifclaiid — Law  and    Justice — Imprisonment  of 

Father  Fahy,  [309]  1082 
Metropolitan     Iinproyements  —  Widening   of 

Museum  Street,  BlooniKbury,  [309]  1)58 
Supply  — (Criminal  Prosecutions,  Ac.  in  Ireland, 

[309] 310 
^^a^like   Stores   and  Equipments  (Royal  Com- 
mission)— Ordnance  Store  Department,  [309] 

1121 
War  Office — Campaign  in  the  Soudan — Supply 

of  Arms  and  Stores,  (309]  765,  766 

Denmax,  Lord 

Women's  Suffrage,  2R.  [308]  1054 

Depression  of  Trade  and  Industry — Report 
of  the  Royal  Commission 
Question,  Mr.  Octarius  Morgan  ;  Answer,  The 
Chancellor  of  the    Exchequer  (Lord    Ran- 
dolph Churchill)  Sept  16,  [309]  684 

De  Eos,  Lord  (Lord  in  Waiting) 

Tarliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  20,  33 

De  Worms,  Baron  H.  (Secretary  to  the 

Board   of  Trade),   Liverpool,   East 

Toxfelh 
Boar<l  of  Trade — Questions 

•'  Hoard  of  Trade  Journal" — Circular  of 
tlie  Board  to  the  Chambers  of  Commerce, 
[309]  1120 

Harbour  Loans,  [308]  775 

Labour  Bureau — Appointment  of  Mr.  Har- 
nett, [308J  552 


Di  Worms,  Baron  U. — eont, 

Channel  Fisheries — Fisheries' Regulation,  1843 

— Visit  of  French  Fishing  Smacks  to  Great 

Yarmouth,  [309]  983,  1109 
Deeds  of  Arrangement  with  Creditors,  [308] 

662 
Fishing  Boats  Act,  1883  (Amendment),  [309] 

1127 
Gold  and  Silver  Hall-Marking,  [308]  275;— 
The  Watch  Trade,  [309I  1090 

Ireland — Questions 

Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights — Attendance 
of  Light  keepers  at  Divine  Service,  [308] 
558; — Donei^al  Harbour,  [309]  11 

Dublin  Port— Dues  on  Fishing  Boats,  [308] 
372.  1082;— Great  Eastern  Steam'^ship, 
[308]  1066 

Piers  and  Harbours — The  Piers  at  Balti- 
more Harbour,  [309]  1101 

Railways — (Hrvan  anil  Portpatrick  Rail- 
way, [308]  1322  ;— Midland  Great  West- 
ern Railway — Poor  Harvestmen,  [309] 
165 

Iaw  of  Copyright,  [309]  340 

Law  of  Trade  Marks— The  International  In- 
dustrial Convention,  [308]  368 

Life  Insurance  Companies — Return  of  Ac- 
counU,  [308]  1190 

Lighthouse  lUuminants — Experiments  at  the 
South  Foreland,  [309]  183 ;— The  Corre- 
spondence, [309]  963 

Mercantile  Marine — Questions 

Coasting   Light    Dues    in    the   Channel- 
Bunker  Coal,  [309]  595,  596 
Financial  Position  of  the  Fund,  [309]  778 
Unclaimed  Wages  of  Seamen,  [309]  601 
Merchant  Shipping  — Electric  Communication 
between  Lightships  and  Mainland,  [309] 
10-^9 
Fishing  Boats  Acts  Amendment,  [308]  255 
Patent  Office— Committee  of   inquiry,  [308] 
1064 

Rail  way  s — Questions 

Metropolis— Bridge  on  the  North  London 
Line,  [308]  1324 

Mixed  Trains — Continuous  Brakes,  [308] 
1177 

Railway  Accidents — Accident  on  the  Lan- 
cashire and  Yorkshire  Elailway  at  Brock- 
holes— Automatic  Brakes,  [309]  345  ;— - 
Penistone  Accident — Brakes  on  the 
Manchester,  Sheffield,  and  Linoolnshire 
Railway,  [308]  1467 

Railway  Charges— The  Return,  [308]  273  ; 

[309]  978 
Railway  Rates,  [308]  776 
Regulation  of   Railways  Act,  1878— The 

Great  Western  Railway  and  the  Thames 

and  Severn  Canal  Navigation,  [309]  1098 
Safety   Railway    Couplings,    [308]    1750; 

[3093310 

Submarine  Telegraph  Act  (1885)  Amendment, 

Comm.  cl,  2,  [309]  329  ;  3R.  ih. 
Sugar  Bounties  (Abolition] — An  International 

Conference,  [308J  1064 
Supply—  Bankruptcy  Department  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  [308]  1840, 1841 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade  Marks  Act, 
[309]  120 
Trade  and  Commerce— Foreign  Labour  in  the 
Tower  Hamlets— The  Census,  [309]  17 
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Dillon,  Mr.  J.,  3fafjo,  JE, 

Bulgaria — Abdication  of    Prince    Alexander,' 

[309I  311 
Disturbances  at  Belfast  Inquiry,  3R.[3o8]  1621 
Egypt — Iniernal  Administration — The  Papers, 
r309]  19 
Re-orj;nnization,  &c, — Sir   U.  Drummond 
Wolff,  [309]  780 
Ireland— Questionfl 

Disppnsnrr  Districts — Castlebar  Dispensary, 

[308] 1175 
l^aw  and    Justico — Administration,    [308] 
iTTfi; — Itiipriiionmcnt  of  Father  Faby, 
[309]  107.3,  1302,  1S()4 
Magistracy —  Fintona  Courthouse  —  Mr. 
Sproulo,   J.P.,    [309]  590,  071  ;  —  Mr. 
Molony.  II. M.,  Co.  Mnyo,  [308]  1080 
Post    Office     (Telegraph    Department)  — 

Charleston,  Co.  Mayo,  [309]  774 
South-West  District — Sir  Kcdvcrs  Buller, 
[308]  GO7 
Parliament — Business  of  the  Ilouse,  [309]  983 
Parliament  —  lousiness   of  the    IIousi',    I^es. 

Amendt.  [308]  1201. 121S,  1227 
Parliament — New  Lin  les  of  Procedure — Rule  2 
(Adjournment  of  tho  House),  [308J  592,  590 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308J  518,  1039,  1041,  1045 

Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  tho  Lord  Lieute- 
nant of  Ireland,  [309]  398,  402,  462 
Civil  Contingencies  Fund,  <t;o.  [309]  923 
Criminal    Prosecutions,    (fee.    in    Ireland, 
[309]  288,  289,  290,  291,  295.  303,  315, 
316,  628,  633,  634,  648,  649,  652,  637, 
692 
Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad,  [309]  896, 

897 
House  of  Lords  Offices,  [308]  1810,  1811 
Local   Government    Board,  Ac.  [309]  61  ; 

Amendt.  66,  67 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland,  dsc, 

[309]  551 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Household  of, 

Amendt.  [309]  280,  283 
Mint,  including  Coinage,  [309]  102,  103, 

106 
Public  Education,  Ireland,  [309]  888 
Queen's  Colleges,  Ireland,  [309]  890 
Record  Office,  Ireland,  [309J  267,  288 
Report,  [309]  325,  328  ' 
Science  and  Art  Department,  [309]  751 
Stationery,  Printing,  Ac.  [309]  160 
AVoods,  Forests,  and  Land  Revenues,  dsc. 
Motion   for  reporting    Progress,    [309] 
152,201,206 
Tenants  Relief  (Ireland),  211.  [309]  1069, 1223, 
1226,  1241,  1212 

DiLLWYN,  Mr.  L.  L.,  Swansea  Town 

Africa  rSouth)— Pondoland— The  Pondo8,[3o8] 
784  " 

Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer t(».  Report,  Motion  for  Adjournment, 
[308J  11(59 

Supply — Criminal  Prosecutions,  Ac.in  Ireland, 
[309]  299 ;    Motion    for   Adjournment, 

'Wooilti,  F'orcsts,  and  Land  Revenues,  6ic. 
[309] 152 
Wales   (North)— Collection   of  Tithes,    [308]  , 
551 


Bistnrbances  at  Bel&st  Inquiry  Bill 

[Mr.  Attoryiey  General  for  Ireland ,  Sir  Miehmd 

mekS'Beaehy  Mr.  Solicitor  General  for  Ireimnd) 

e.  Motion  for  Leave  (Mr.  Attorney   General  far 

SoS]  Ireland)  Au(ji  24,  482;  after  short  debate. 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to  ;  Bill  ordered ; 

readl"**  f  Bill  35] 

Questions,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  Answen,  The  Attor- 

ney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes),  The 

Chancellor  of  the    Exoheqaer  (Lord    Ran- 

.      dolph   Churchill)   Aug   30,  797;  Qaestioo, 

Mr.    Sexton  ;    Answer,   The   Chancellor  of 

tho  Exchequer  (Lord  Randolph   Churchill) 

.     Aug3\,SQ7 

.  211.  deferred,  afccr  short  debaU  Sept  6,  1456 

Moved,  *'That  the  Bill  be  now  read  2^'' 
S^pt  7, 1 607  ;  after  debate,  Moved, "  That  the 
Debate  be  now  ndjourned"  (Mr,  S.  Har» 
rington)  ;  after  further  short  debate.  Motion 
withdrawn 

Original  Question  put,  and  aj^ed  to ;  BUI 
read  2^ 

Order  for   Committee  read;    Moved,  **That 

Mr.  Speaker  do  now  leave  the  Chair"  {Sir 

^o<)]  Michael  liickt-Beach)  Sept  10,  157  ;  after 

short  debate,  Question  put,  and  agreed  to ; 

Committee 

Moved,  **  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Pro- 
gress,   and  ask  leave  to  sit  again "  (Sir 
Michael  Hickt-Beaeh) ;  Question  put,  and 
agreed  to  ;  Committee — b.f. 
.  Committee ;  Report  Sept  14,  493 

Considered  •  ;  read  3®  Sept  10 

I.  Read  l^^(Earl  Cadogan)  Sept  16    (No.  21) 
Read    2* ;    Committee   negatived  ;    read    S* 
.     Sept  20,  961 
Royal  Assent  Sept  25  [50  Vict,  e.  4] 

Divorce  (Law  of  Evidence  Amendment) 

Bill  {Mr.  Henry  Boworth,  Mr,  Oent^ 

Davis,  Mr.  R.  Mowbray) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  ]<>  *  Aug  23  [Bill  201 

2  R.  [Dropped] 

Dixon-Hartland,  Mr.  F.  D.,  HidihieT, 

Uxhridge 
Army  (Auxiliary  Forces)— OfBoers  of  MiH^jr 

[309J  «C5 
House  Boats— Exemption  from  Imperial  mad 

Local  Taxation.  [309]  590 
Post   Office  (England    and  Wales) — Pootago 

Stamps — Distinctive  Colours,  [309]  076 
Railway  Companies— Return  of  Rales,  [309] 

978 
Supply — Mint,  inolndiog  Coinage,  [309]  110 

DoNKiN,  Mr.  E.  S.y  Tynemouth 

Mercantile  Marine — Coasting  Light  Daet  fal 
the  Channel— Bunker  Coal,  [309]  595 
Financial  Position  of  the  Fund,  [309]  775 

DoRiNQTox,  Sir  J.  E.,  GloHC€9i&r^  Tawhti^ 
bury 
Agricultural   Department  —  The    Allotmoal 
Returns — Returns  for  Unions  and  "^ 
instead  of  by  Coontiat,  [306]  1187 
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Douglas,  Mr.  A.  Akers-  (Secretary  to 
the  Treasury),  Kent,  St.  Augu%tine^ b 
Speaker,  Election  of  a,  [308]  12 

Duff,  Mr.  R.  W.,  Banffshire 

Army  Kstimatcs — Warlike  Stores,  <kc.,  Manu- 

lacture  and  Repair  of,  [308]  1551 
Navv — Kcturns  of  Ships  of  War,  [308]  1640, 

KUl 
Navv    Kstimates  —  Miscellaneous    Services, 
*  [308JI7OO 

Victuallini^   Yards  at  Home  and   Abroad, 
[308J  1C59 
Scotl.uni — Kishery  Board — Report  for  1885 — 
Fislierm'-n's  Houses,  [308]  1473 

Duncan,  Colonel  F.,  Finshury^  Holhorn 

Army — Ciiarges  against  the  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment. [308]  1322 
War    I)i?partment  —  Military    Stores   and 
Equipments — Constitution  of  the  Com- 
mission,   [309]    5S9  ;  —  Quartermasters, 
[308 J  1728;    [309]  001 
Army  Ksii mates — Medical  Establishments  and 
Services,  [308]  1328 

Dyke,   Eiglit   Hon.    Sir  W.  H.   Kent, 

Darfford 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [3J8]  336,  723,  726 

Education  Department  (England  and 

Wales) 

A  Minister  of  Education — Report  of  Commona 
Committee,  1884,  Question,  Sir  John  Lub- 
bock :  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
clirquer  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  iSept  9, 
[308J  17o3 

EU iiu-ntirif  Education  Abroad—Mr.  M'Uthew 
Arnold' a  Special  Report,  Questions,  Mr. 
Pioton,  Mr.  Haumann  ;  Answers,  The  Vice 
rri'sidont  of  the  Council  (Sir  Henry  Holland) 
Srpt  20,  I  309  I  979 

Enduuy'd  Sclfiols — Removal  of  CUri^Cg  Flos- 
jntif,  (iiie^tion,  Mr.   lionsor;   Answer,  The 
Vice   Pit'sitiefit  of  the  Council  (Sir   Henry 
llclland)  Aii^/  ;i:»,  [308J  785 

In/prrfiitn  of  ll'chU  Sc/iooIm  —  Inspectors'  Re- 
pi-r.'s,  1884-5,  (Question,  Mr,  Thouias  Ellis  ; 
Answor,  The  Vice  i'resident  of  the  Council 
(Sir  Henry  Holland.  Sc/d  6,  [308J  1317 

Intermediate  and  Higher  h.dncation  (  Wales) 
Question,  Mr.  Thomas  Ellis  ;  Answer,  The 
Vice   riesiderit  ot  tlio  Council    (Sir  Henry 
Holland)  6''/.r  9,  [308 J  1747 

Ptnsi'jns  to  '/'t-ac/i- rs.  Questions,  Mr.  Conway; 
Answers,  The  Vice  President  of  the  Council 
(Sir  Henry  Holland)  Sept  10,  [309]  25 

A^cfiemfg  i>f  tfi^  Charity  Commissioners,  Qnes- 
tion,  Mr.  V.  S.  l*owell  ;  Answer,  The  Vice 
President  of  the  Council  (Sir  Henry  Holland) 
.SV;;M.>,  [308]  1741 

Sch'j  >l  Aeenmmodation  in  the  Metropolitan  DiS' 
trictf,  (Question,  ^ir  Julian  (loldsmid  ;  An- 
fjwer,  The  Vice  President  of  the  Council  (Sir 
Henry  Holland)  Aun  30,  [308]  776 
Schoni  Ac'Oinmodation  — Hoard  v.  Dtnomina- 
tiona!  ^"^chooh,  Question,  Mr.  Maclure  ;  An- 
swer, The  Vice  President  of  the  Council  (Sir 
Henry  Holland)  Sept  IJ,  [309]  S33 

leotU, 


Education  Dxpartmbnt  (England  and  Walei) — 
cent. 

School  Board  Elections — Counting  and  De- 
claring the  Votfg,  Question.  Mr.  Baumann  ; 
Answer,  The  Vice  President  of  the  Council 
(Sir  Henry  Holland)  Sept  6.  [308]  1319 

The  London  School  Board — Sale  of  I/ind, 
Question,  Mr.  Buxton  ;  Answer,  The  Vice 
President  of  the  Council  (Sir  Henry  Holland) 
Sept  13, [309]  171 

The  Federated  Radical  Clubs — Payment  of 
Fees,  Question,  Mr.  Baumann ;  Answer, 
Tho  Vice  President  of  the  Council  (Sir 
Henry  Holland)  Sept  22,  [309]  1264 

Education  ( Grants  to  Schools) 

Amendt.  on  Committee  of  Supply  Sept  9,  To 
leave  out  from  "  That,"  add  "  this  House  is 
of  opinion  that  it  is  expedient  that  every 
school  conducted  in  suitable  premises,  with 
an  attendance  of  not  less  than  thirty  scholars, 
under  a  duly  certified  teacher  or  teachers, 
and  complying  with  the  other  provisions  of 
the  Code,  and  favourably  reported  on  by  Her 
Majesty's  Inspector  as  being  efficiently 
taught,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  share  in  the 
annual  Parliamentary  Grant  for  Public  Eda- 
cation"  (J/r.  Conway)  v.,  [308]  1767; 
Question  proposed,  "  That  the  words,  Ac. ;  " 
alter  short  debate,  Amendt.  withdrawn 

Egypt 

British  Trade  with  the  Soudan,  Question,  Mr. 
Jennings  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fer- 
gusson)  Sept  2,  [308]  1085 

Finance,  fyc. — The  5  per  Cent  Deduction  from 
the  Coupons — Repayment  by  England,  Ob- 
servations, Sir  George  Campbell  ;  Reply, 
The  Chancellor  of  tho  Exchequer  (Lord 
Randolph  Churchill)  Sept  18,  [309]  Q2d 

Internal  Administration — The  Papers,  Ques- 
tions, Sir  George  Campbell,  Mr.  Dillon ; 
Answers,  The  Under  >ccretary  ot  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fcrgusson) 
Sept  10,  [309]  19 

Re-organization,    ^c.  —  iSiV  fJ.   Drummond 

Wolf,  Questions,   Mr.   William    liedmond, 

Sir  George  Campbell,  Mr.  Dillon  ;  Answers, 

Tho   Chancellor    of  the    Exchequer   (Lord 

Randolph  Churchill)  Sept  17,  [309]  77» 

The  Army  of  Occupation — Health  of  the  Troops 
at  Assouan,  Question,  Mr.  R.  G.  Webster ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Smith)  Sept  9,  [308]  1739; 
Question,  Mr.  Buxton  ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tiry  of  State  for  War  (.Mr.  W.  H.  Smith) 
Sept  21,  [309]  1100 

Electric  Lighting  Provisional  Order  Bill 

{Mr.  Charles  Acland,  Mr.  Mundella) 

e.  Read  l*  •  Aug  26  [Bill  278] 

Read  2*  *  Aug  30 

Report  *  ;  Considered  ;  read  3<>  Sept  3 
I.  Read  1*  •  {Earl  of  Onslow)  Sept  0   (No.  13) 

Read  2*  •  Sept  9 

Committeo  *  ;  Report ;  read  3*  SejA  10 

Royal  Auent  Sept  35  [60  Vict.  c.  sis] 
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Elementary  Education  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  (Birmingham)  Bill  [h.l.] 

(The  Lord  President) 

I,  Read    1**;  rc.id   2*;   Committee  negatived; 

re&A  S^  Aug  SO  (No.  96) 

e.  Read  !«>  •  ;  read  2^  Aug  30  [Bill  272] 

Report  •  Sepi  3 

Read  S"  •  Sept  6 
;.  Royal  Assent  Sept  25  [50  Vtct,  c.  i] 

Elementary  Education  Provisional  Order 
Confirmation  (London)  Bill  [h.l.] 

(  The  Lord  President) 

I,  Read  1**  ;  read  2*;  Committee  negatived  ;  read 

3*  Aug  30  (No.  07) 

e.  Read  !*»•  ;  read  2^  Aug  30  [Bill  273] 

Report  •  Sept  3 

Read  3"  •  Sept  6 
I,  Royal  Assent  Sept  25  [50  Vict.  c.  ii] 

Elliot,  Hon.  II.  F.  H.,  Ayrshire,  If. 

Railwavs  (Troland)— Girvan  and  Portpatrick 
Uaiiway,  [308J  1321 

Ellis,  Sir  J.  W.,  Surrey,  King  don 

New  Forest — Sales  of  Land,  [309]  12 
Portujral— Madeira— Mr.  Maxwell  Wright,  a 

British  Subject,  [309]  11 
Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the   Lord   Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  [309]  449,  450 

Ellis,  Mr.  J.  E.,  Nottingham,  Rusholiffe 

Army — "Apprehended  Disturbances  in  Eng- 
land," [308J  544 

Parliament — New  Rules  of  Procedure — Rule  2 
(Adjournment  of  the  House),  [308J  582,  584 

Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  Report,  [308J  1167 

Portsmouth  and  llayling  Railway,  Consid. 
[308I  1001,  1002 

Railway  Charges— The  Return,  [308]  273 

Registration  of  Parliamentary  Voters,  [308] 
1191 

Ellis,  Mr.  T.  E.,  Jferioiethfthire 

Education   Department— Inspection  of  Welsh 
Schools  —  Inspectors'  Reports,   1884-5, 
[308] 1317 
Intermediate  and  Higher  Education  (Wales), 
[308]  1747 

Emigration — TJie  Emigrants^  Information 

Bureau 
Qnestion,   Mr.  Rankin  ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  E.  Stan- 
hope) Aug  20,  [308]  540 

Employers^  Liability  Act — Amendment  of 

Act 

Question,  Mr.  F.  S.  Powell  ;  Answer,  The 
T'ccretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  10,  [309]  22 

Employers*  Liability  Bill 

{Colonel  Xolan,  Mr.  Burt,  Mr,  Arthur  O'Connor) 

C.  Ordered  ;  read  P  •  Aug  20  [Bill  2] 

BUI  withdrawn  *  Sept  10 


Employers'  Liability  Act  (1880)  Amend- 
ment  Bill 

{Mr.    Burt  J   Mr.   Broadhurst,   Mr,  Joieeyf  Mr, 
Haldane,  Mr.  Lockwood) 

c.  Ordered :  read  !•  •  Aug  20  [Bill  17] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

EsMONDE,  Sir  T.  H.  Q.,  Dublin  Co.,  8. 
Army  (Auxiliary  Forces) — Cavan  Militia  — 

Lieutenant  W.  H.  Maloolmson,  r3^]  '^ 
Army  (Ordnance  Department) — Colonel  ilopo'a 

Gun,  [308]  1463 

Army  Estimates — Militia  Pay  and  Allowanoai» 
[308] 1357,  1361 

British  North  American  Prorinoes— Tho  Goa« 
federation — Nofa  Sootia,  [308]  1733 

India    (North-West  ProTincei)  —  Nayat  Atf 

Khan,  [309]  168 

Ireland — Questions 

Dispensaries —  Ely  Diipeniaty,  Co.  Fer- 
managh, [308]  883 
Dublin  Port— Dues  on  Fishinc  Boats,  [308] 

372, 1082 
KingRtown  "Bird's  Nest" — Detontion   of 

Children.  [308]  17P4 
Law  and  Justice — Arrest  of  Mr.  Mortims 

Doyle,  [309]  966 
Piers  and  Harbours —  East  Pier  of  Kings* 

town,  [308]  882 
Poor  ll'iw — Unsanitary  Condition   of  ths 

Rathdown  Union  Workhouse,  [306!  372 ; 

[309]  1090 

Post  Office— Telegraphio  Department Miss 

B.  Duffy,  [308]  887 
Rolls  Office  — Mr.  T.  F.  M'Conrr,  raool 

970  ^ 

Royal  Irish  Constabulary  —  Bedaetions 

from  Pensions,  [308]   1081  ; — Ez-Coo- 

stable  Edward  M* Enter,  [309]  Iff 

Medical  Acts—  Unrejpstered  Medical  Prac- 
titioners, [308]  1082 

Navy— U.. M.S.  "  Belleisle,"  [309]  782 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to.[3o8J  HI ;  Motion  for  Adionmment. 
482,  486 

Pharmacy  Act,  1863  —  Preioriptions  hr 
Chemists,  [308]  1188 

Post  Office->l'arcel  Pott— Delays  in  Trans- 
mission, [309I  066 

Scotland  —  Fisheries  —  Royal  Commission  — 
Trawling  in  Gal  way  Bay,  [308]  1180 

Supply  —  Constabalary,  Ireland,  [300]  79 K 
792 

War   Department — Martello  Tower  at   Sea 
Point,  Dublin  Bay,  [309]  1094 
Retired  Officers  in  Colonial  Emplojmentp 
[309]  1092 

West  India  Islands — Dominica,  [308]  656 

West  Indian  Colonies  —  A  Royal  CommisHMi 
[308]  640 

EssLE^oxT,  Mr.  P.,  AherieentAirOf  JS, 

Army  .(Auxiliary  Forces)— Capitation   Grant 

to  the  Volunteers,  [308]  1186 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Adilrsts  in  A^ 

swer  to,  [308]  809  :  Amendi.  808 
Scotland  —  Ajtrioaliural  Leases     A 

sion  of  Inquirj,  [308]  788,  789 
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Europe  (South-Eastern) 

Contemplated  Partition,  Question,  Mr.  Howard 
Vincent  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fer- 
gusson)  Sept  7,  [308]  1475 

Bulgaria 

Revolution  in  Bulgaria — Deposition  of  Prince 
Alexander,  Questions,  Mr.  Baden  -  Powell, 
3[r.  liryce,  Dr.  Tanner;  Answers,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
(Sir  James  Fergusson)  Aug  24,  [308]  377  ; 
— Prince  Alexander,  Question,  Sir  Richard 
Temple  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fer- 
;usson)  Aug  27,  [308]  G70 


ii' 


Reported  Abdication  of  Prince  Alexander, 
Questions,  Sir  Richard  Temple,  Dr.  Tanner ; 
Answers,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foroijrn  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergusson) 
^'^i7  26,  [308]  619 

Prince  Alexander's  Return,  Questions,  Sir 
Walter  H.  Barttelot ;  Answers,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir 
James  Fergusson)  Aug  30,  [308]  795; 
^1/^31,  898 

Alleged  Jll-treatment  of  Prince  Alexander, 
Question,  Mr.  W.  A.  Macdonald ;  Answer, 
The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergusson) ^u^  31,  [308] 
8SS 

Message  of  Prince  Alexander  to  the  Cxar, 
Question,  Sir  Richard  Temple ;  Answer, 
The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  Sept  3,  [308] 
1105 

Rt ported  Ahdicatlon  of  Prince  Alexander, 
t^uesiion,  Mr.  Hryce  ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir 
J.uiK'H  Fernusson);  Question,  Sir  Henry 
Tyler  ["no  reply]  Sept  G,  [308]  1320 ;  Question, 
Iv.iil  l>e  La  Warr  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (The  Earl  of  Iddes- 
le:j:h)  ;  Observations,  Lord  Stratheden  and 
Canipbill  ;  Reply,  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  ForeiL^ri  Aff.iirs  (The  Karl  of  Iddesleigh) 
.SV/'/ 0,  1710  ; — Abdication  of  Prince  Alex- 
fl/i'/cr,  Question,  Sir  Henry  Tyler;  Answer, 
The  Undersecretary  ot  Stiie  for  Foreign 
Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  Sept  0,  [308 1 
1718  ;  Questions,  Sir  Henry  Tyler,  Mr. 
Dillon  :  Answers,  Mr.  Speaker, The  Under 
Secretary  ot  State  for  roreign  Affairs  (Sir 
James  Fergusson)  dcpt  14,  [309]  341 

Afoirs  of  Bulgaria — Action  of  the  British 
Government,  Question,  Mr.  Cremer  ;  Answer, 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Lord 
Randolph  Churchill)  Sept  21,  [309]  1124  ; 
Observations,  Mr.  Cremer  ;  Reply,  The 
Chancellor  ot  the  Exchequer  (Lord  Randolph 
Churchill)  ;  short  debate  thereon  Sept  2i, 
1328 

The  jEgean  Sea — Rumours  of  British  Annexa- 
tion, Question,  Mr.  Howard  Vincent ;  An- 
swer, 'Ihe  Under  Secretary  of  Slate  for 
Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  Jamca  Fergussou) 
Sept  n,  [300]  7S6 


Evictions  (Ireland)  Bill 

(Mr.  Stack,  Mr,  Dillon,  Mr,  Sexton,  Mr,  William 

Redmond,  Mr,  Finucane,  Mr,  0'*Doherty) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  !<>  •  Aug  23  [Bill  26] 

2  R.  [Dropped] 

EwART,  Mr.  W.,  Belfast,  N, 

Ireland— Riots  at  Belfast,  [309]  982  ;— Attack 
on  the  Davis  Street  Police  Barracks,  [309] 
1110 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  1040,  1047 

Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  [309]  463 

Expiring  Laws  Continnance  Bill 

{Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Mr,  Jackson) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  P*  Sept  10  [Bill  46] 

2R.  deferred  Sept  13,  [309]  329 

Read  2'>*  Sept  14 

Committee  *  ;  Report :  read  3°  Sept  15 
/.  Read  !••  (fjfrd  President)  Sept  16   (No.  22) 

Read  2**  * ;  Committee  negatived ;  read  3* 
Sept  20 

Royal  Assent  Sept  20  [50  Vict,  e,  5] 

Explosives  Act,   Inspectors  under    the — 

The  Royal  Irish  Constabulary 
Question,   Mr.  William   Abraham  (Limerick, 
W.);  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land (Sir  Michael  Uicks-Beach)  Sept  9,  [308] 
1738 

Eyre,  Colonel  H.,  Lincolnshire,   Gains- 
borough 
Army  (Auxiliary  Forces) — Payments  to  Volun- 
teers in  Camp,  [308]  1760 

Factory  Acts — Inspectorships 

Question,  Mr.  Byron  Reed  ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Uome  Depart- 
ment (Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  13,  [309]  181 

Farqtjhakson,  Dr.R.,  Aberdeenshire ^  W 
Army  Medical  Department— Annual   Report, 
[308]  1065 

Farquharson,  Mr.  H.  R,,  Dorset,  W. 
Payment  of  Tithes,  [308]  794 

Fenwick,     Mr.     C,      Northumberland 
Wansbeck 
Magistracy  (England  and  Wales)— The  Somer- 
set Magistracy,  [308]  664 
Parliament — Queen's  bpeeoh.  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  1251 

Fergusson,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  J.  (Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs),  Manchester,  N,E, 

Africa  (West  Coast)— Kidnapping  on  the  Niger 
—Native  Repriwls,  [308]  b76 

Asia  (Central)— Afghan  Boondary  Commis- 
sion, [308]  878,  1336 

\eWt. 
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FsRoussoN,  Right  Hon.  Sir  J. — eont, 

Bulgaria — Questions 

Abdication  of  Prince  Alexander,  [308]  549, 

670.  1326.  1748;  [309]  341 
Alleged  IIl-trcHtnient  of  Prince  Alexander, 

[308]  889 
Messaj^c  of  Prince  Alexander  to  the  Cxar, 

[308]  1105 
Prince  Alexander's  Return,  [308]  795,  898 
Revolution,  [308]  378 

Canada  and  the  United  States  —  The  Fishery 

Disputes,  [308]  161,  775  ;— Treaty  of  1871, 

[308]  1721 
Channel  Fisheries — Fisheries  Regulation,  1843 

— Detention  of  English  Fishing  Smacks  at 

Havre,  [309]  187,  318,  600,  601 

China  —  Chefoo  Convention  — -  Anglo-Chinese 
Convention,  Pekin,  [308]  890 
Clause  9 — Smugglinjr  in  China,  [308]  1310 
China  and  Burmah —Trade  in  Opium,  [308] 

1743 
Egypt — British  Trade  with  the  Soudan,  [308] 
1085 
Internal  Administration — Tho  Papers,  [309] 
19 
England  and  China — Treaty  regarding  Burmah, 

[308]  563 
Finance,  &c. — Taxation  on  Personal  Property 

in  France,  <tc.  [308]  779 
Foreign  Official  Passport  Agencies.  [308]  262 

France—  Questions 

Agricultural  and  Industrial  Classes,  [308] 

877 
Arrest   of  Mr.  Farren,  a  British  Subject, 

[308]  1752 
Customs  Law — Exactions  at  the  Port  of 

Kouen, [309]  3 
Summary  Removal  of  ReT.  W,  J.  Drought, 

[308]  779 

France  and  Madagascar,  [309]  976 

Franco-Chinjjse  Commercial  Treaty — Prohibi- 
tion of  Opium  Traffic  between  Tonquin  and 
China,  [308]  1184 

Great  Britain  and  Spain — Treaty  of  Extradi- 
tion, [309]  1353 

India — Mavancore — Exclusion  of  M.  Montdar, 
[309]  1353 

Japan — Claims  of  British  Merchants   on    the 
Japanese  Government,  [309]  583 
Concessions  to  German  Traders,  [308]  059 

Mining  Kents  and  Iloyalties — General  or 
Special  Laws  Abroaii,  [309]  1105 

North  American  Fisliery  Tieaties,  [309]  1205 

Northern  Pacific— Occupation  of  Port  Hamil- 
ton, [308]  1476 

Peru  and  Ciiili — Peruvian  Bondholders  Com. 
mitteo,  [309]  1102 

P(>riu;,'al — Madeira — Mr.  Maxwell  Wright,  a 
British  Subject,  [309]  11 

Republic  of  Kcuador  —  Claims  of  the  Land 
Company,  [308 J  263 

Russia— Questions 

Exportation  of    Suprar  —  Continuance   of 

Bounties,  [309]  1117 
111- treatment  ot  an  M.P.  at  Moscow,  [308] 

204 
Rumoured  Occupation   of    Port   Lazareff, 
[308J  ICO 
South  '  Eastern    Europe — Contemplated    Par- 
tition,  [308J    1476;  — The   yEgean    Sea- 
Rumours  ot  British  Annexation,  [309]  787 

[cont. 


Fbrousbov,  Right  Hon.  Sir  J. — cotU. 

Spain — Questions 

Commercial    Tariff   «  '*  Certifieatei    of 

Origin."  [30=*]  891 
Fernando  Po — Expulsion  of  the  Rot.  \^i\ 

liam  Wellord,  [308]  877 
The  "  Mary  Mark  "  Collision,  [308]  1463 

Supply  —  Embassies  and    Missions    Abroad, 
[309] 901 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  AflSairt,  [308] 
1838 

Treaty  of  Berlin— Article  LIX— Batoam,  [308] 
548,  897 ;~ Article  LXI.  —  Armenia,  [309] 
343 

Turkey  —  Disturbances    in    Armenia    (Van), 

[308]  539 

Venezuela— Seizure  of  the  Ships  '*  Henrietta" 
and    **  Josephine*' — Claims   of   British 
Subjects,  [308]  379 
Trade  with  the  United  Sutei,  [308]  790 


Field,  Admiral  E.,  SuMex,  JEoBthoumB 

Army  Estimates — Warlike  Stores,  Ao.«  ^lana- 
faoture  and  Repair  of,  [308]  1493,  1504, 
1512 

Navy— Questions 

Education  of  Junior  Executive  OfBcen— 
Admiral  Luard's  Committee,  [3083  1749 
ILM.S.  *«  Imperi6use."  [308]  162 
Il.M.S.  •*  Phaeton."  [308]  1193,  1195 

Navy  Estimates — Machinery  and  Shipa  bailt 

by  Contract,  Ac.  [308]  1686 
Naval  Stores  for  Building  and  Repairing 

theFleet.  [308]  1076,  1677 
Victualling  Yards  at  llome  and   Abroad, 

[308]  1660 


Fiji — Decrease  of  Fopulation  and  Trade 
Question,  Mr.  Ilenniker-lleaton  ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  E. 
Stanhope)  Aug  23,  [308]  267 

Finance,  ^'c. 
Imperial  Taxation  on  Real  atid  Jtealised  Fer^ 
sonal    Property t     Question,    Sir    Richard 
Paget ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury (Mr.  Jackson)  Atig  30,  [308]  778 

Taxation  on  Personal  Property  in  Franee,  ^c. 
Question,  Sir  Kichard  Paget;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
(Sir  James  Fergusson)  Aug  30,  [308]  778 

The  Fiscal  Laws — Dutit's  on  Imported  JAikm- 
facturcs-- Foreign  Corn,  §-€.,  Question,  Mr. 
Shirley  :  Answer,  The  Chanoellor  of  tho  Ex- 
chequer (Lord  Randolph  Churobill)  Aug  S4, 

[308]  360 


FiNTTCANE,  Mr.  J.,  Zimeriet,  E, 
Ireland  —  Labourers  Act  —  The    Kihnalloek 
Guardians — Inquiry  under  the  Aet,[309] 
106,  1202 
Licensed  Publicans  —  Supplies,  Ae.  to  Vtim 
Constabulary,  [309]  1126 

Supply — Local  Government  Board  in  Irtbnd, 

Amendt.  [309]  5i5,552 
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Fisheries    {England  and   Wales)  —  East 

Coast  —  Encroachment    of  Belgian 

Trawlers 

Question,  Sir   Savile  Crossloy ;    Answer,  The 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  George 

Hamilton)  Sept  21,  [309]  1128 

Fishing  Boats  Act  {ISS3)  Amendment  Bill 
Question,  Mr.  Ileneago  ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Henry 
Do  Worms)  Sept  21,  [309]  1127 

Fitzgerald,  Mr.  R.  U.  P.,  Cambridge 
Navy     Estimates  —  Miscellaneous     Services, 

[308]  1850 
Supply — Criminal    Prosecutions,   Ac.  in   Ire- 
land, [309]  690 
Public  Education,  Ireland,  [309]  889 
Tenants  Uolief  (Ireland),  2R.  Amendt.  [309] 
1000,  1241 

FitzWygram,  General  SirF.  W.,  Hants, 

Fareham 
Army   Estimates  —  Commissariat,   Transport, 
and     Ordnance    Storo    Establishments, 
Wages,  «fcc.  [308]  1410 

Warlike  stores,  Ac.  Manufacture  and  Re- 
pair of,  [308J  1558 

Flynx,  Mr.  J.  C,  Corhy  N. 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  AddreM  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  244,  C02,  603,  982,  983,  984 

Foreign  Affairs — Socretary  of  State 
{see  Iddesleigii,  Earl  of) 

FoKEiGX  Affairs — Under  Secretary  of 
Stato  [see  Fergusson,  Eight  Hon. 
Sir  J.) 

Foreign  Official  Passport  Agencies 

Question,  Mr.  Lionel  Cohf-n  ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
(i>ir  James  Fergusson)  Aug  23,  [308]  262 

FoRwooD,  !Mr.  A.  B.  (Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty),  Lancashire,  Ormskirk 

Admiralty — QuevHtions 

Chief  Officers  of  the  Coastguard  Service, 

[309]  \m) 

Contracts  (or  Pork  an<l  Butter,  [308]  1063 
Mr.  C.J.  Cox,  Principal  Clerk,  [309]  16 
Senior  Naval  Writers,  [309]  969 
Nary— Returns  of  Ships  of  War,  [308!  1642 
Navy    Kstimales— Naval  Stores   lor    Building 
and  Repairing  the  Fleet,    &c.,  [308]  1680, 
1G81,  1683 

Fowler,  Eight  Hon.  Henry  H.,  Wol- 
verhampton, E, 

Law  and  Justice  (Ireland)  —  Administration, 
[308] 177s 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  623 

[eont. 


FowLXR,  Right  lion.  Henrj  H.^^ont. 

Supply— Home  Office,  [308]  1831 
llouse  of  Lords  Offices,  [308]  1805 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Aflfairs,  [308] 
1838 
Woods  and  Forests,  Department  of— Adminis- 
tration of  the  Department,  [308]  1791 

Fox,  Dr.  J.  F.,  KingU  Co,,  Tullamore 
Ireland  —  Magistracy  —  Quarter  Sessions   at 
Tullamore,   King's  Co.— RemoTal  of  Docu- 
ments, [309]  1095 
Supply— County   Court  Officers,  Ac.  in  Ire- 
land, [309]  719 

France 

Arrest  of  Mr,  Farren^  a  British  Subject,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Kenyon ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir 
James  Fergusson)  Sept  9,  [308]  1751 

Condition  of  the  Agricultural  and  Industrial 
Classes,  Question,  Mr.  F.  S.  Powell ;  An- 
swer, The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergusson) 
Aug  81,  [308]  877 

Summary  Removal  of  Rev,  W,  J,  Drought, 
Qaestions,  Mr.  J.  G.Talbot,  Mr.  E.  Robert- 
son :  Answers,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fer- 
gusson) Aug  30,  [308]  779 

The  French  Customs  Law — Exactions  at  the 
Port  of  Rouen,  Question,  Mr.  King ;  Answer, 
The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  Sept  10, 
[309] 2 

France  and  Madagascar 

Question,  Mr.  Watt  ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affiiirs  (Sir 
James  Fergusson)  Sept  20,  [309]  976 

Franco- Chinese  Commercial  Treaty — Pro' 

hihition  of    Opium    Traffic    between 

Tonquin  and  China 

Question,   Mr.  Hunter;   Answer,  The  Under 

Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir 

James  Fergusson)  Sept  3,  [3^]  1 184 

[bee  title  China"] 

Fraser,  Major-Gen.  C.  C,  Lamheth,  N, 
Army  Estimates— Army  Resenre  Force,  [308] 
1394 
Medical  Establishments  and  Ser?ioes,  [308] 

1339 
Warlike  Stores,  4&c.,  Mannfaotare  and  Re- 
pair of,  [308]  1560 

Friendly  Societies ^  Regietration  of —  Th§ 
Registrar 
Question,  Sir  Albert  Rollit ;   Answer,    The 
Secretary  to  the  TreMury  (Mr.  Jackson) 
5^;?t  3,  [308]  1188 

Pulton,  Mr.  J.  Forrest,  West  JIam,  N. 
Post  Office  (Telegraph  Department)— Deficient 
Arrangementa  mt  West  Hmd,  [508]  1740 
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Gane,  Mr.  J.  Lawrence,  Leeds,  E, 

TenaDts  Relief  (Ireland),  2R.  [309]  1017 

Gardner,  Mr.  H.,  Essex ,  Saffron  Walden 
Agriculture,  Committee  on — The  Hessian  Fly, 
[308]  169 

Gas  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2)  Bill 

(Mr,  Charles  Acland,  Mr.  Mundella) 

e.  Read  1«>  •  ;  read  2*  Aug  26  [Bill  2H] 

Report  •  ;  Considered  ;  read  3°  Sept  7 

/.  Read  1»  •  (L.  Stanley  of  Preston)  Sept  7 
Read  2»  •  Sept  16  (No.  16) 

Committee*  ;  Report ;  read  3»  Sept  20 
Rojal  Assent  Sept  25  [50  Vict.  c.  xix] 

Gedge,  Mr.  S.,  Stockport 

British  North  American  FroTinces—  Newfound- 
land— Distress  in  Labrador,  [309]  975 
Supply— National  Debt  Office,  [309]  116 

General   Gardon — The  Memorial    Status 
for  Wellington  Place 
Question,  Mr.  Whitmore  ;  Answer,  The  First 
Commissioner    of    Works    (Mr.    Plunket) 
Sept  21,  [309]  1099 

Gent-Davis,    Mr.    E.,   Zamheth,    Ken- 

nington 
Japan — Claims  of  British   Merchants  on  the 
Japanese  Government,  [309]  583 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  442,  460,  734,  847 ;  Report, 
1297 

Supply — County  Court  Officers,  dl(c.  in  Ireland, 

[309I  726 
Westminster  Hall  (Restoration),  [309]  060 

Gibson,  Mr.  J.  (^^.  (Solicitor  General  for 
Ireland),  Liverpool,  Walton 
Ireland  —  Mapstracy  —  Quarter  Sessions  at 
Tullamore,  King's  Co. — Removal  of  Docu- 
ments, [309]  1095 

Tenants  Relief  (Ireland),  2R.  [309]  1031, 
1041,  122G 

GiLnooLY,  Mr.  J.,  Cork,  W, 

Army  Estimates  —  Volunteer  Corps  Pay  and 
Allowances,  [308]  1389 

Ireland — Questions 

Evictions  —  Bantry  Board  of  Guardians, 
[308]  1002, 1003,  1074  ;— Employment  of 
Gunboats  for  Conveyance  of  Legal  Offi- 
cials, [308]  1325 

Law  and  Justice  —  Administration,  [308] 
1786  ; — Shooting  at  the  Person — Case  of 
Denis  Murphy,  [308J  1176,  1177 

Piers  and  Harbours — Piers  at  Baltimore 
Harbour,  [309]  1100 

Post  Office — Communication  between  Capo 
Clear  and  Shorkin  Islands  and  the  Main- 
land. [309]  1101 

Sea  and  Coast  Fisheries  —  Trawling  in 
Bantry  Bay — Grievances  of  the  Trammel 
Net  Fishermen,  [309]  947 

[co/if. 


GiLHOOLT,  Mr.  J. — eont. 

"Stkjj  Estimates— Machinery  and  Ships  bailt 
by  Contract,  [308]  1700,  1704,  1705 
Miscellaneous  Services,  [308]  1709 
Yiotunlling  Yards  at  Home  and  Abroad, 

[308]  1662 

Supply — Constabulary,  Ireland,  [309]  7S9 
Criminal  Prosecutions,  &o.  in  Ireland,  [309] 

688,  689,  690 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland,  &o. 

[309]  496 
Public  Works  in  Ireland,  [309]  564,  065 


Gill,  Mr.  H.  J.,  Limerick 
Ireland — Education — Limerick  Model  School, 
[309]  597 
Post  Office — Limerick  Pott  OflSoe— Salaries 
of  the  Jitter  Carriers  and  Clerks,  [308] 
659,  660 


Gill,  Mr.  T.  P.,  Louth,  8. 

Ireland — Brehon  Law — Re-constitution  of  tht 
Commission,  [309]  777 
Labourers   Act  —  Schemes  in  the  Ardoo 
Union — Local   Government    Board  In- 
quiry under  the  Act,  [309]  768 
Supply,  Report,  [309]  326,  327 


Gladstone,  Eight  Hon.  W.  E., 
hurgh,  Hid  Lothian 

Parliament— Speaker,  Election  of  a,  [308]  8 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to.  [308]  103,  295,  386,  405,  410,  413, 
415,  418,  426 

Parliament— Sessional  Orders  —  Interfersnee 
of  Peers  at  Elections,  [308]  83 

Tenants  llelief  (Ireland),  2R.  [309]  1A44» 
1045,  1052,  1059,  1061,  1062,  1064,  1065, 
1066,  1067,  1068,  1155, 1105 

Gold  and  Silver  {Royal  Commission) 
Duties  on  Gold  and  Silver,  Question,  General 
Sir  George  Balfour ;  Answer,  Tbe  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Sir  John  Gorst) 
Sept  21,  [sog]  1106 

Gold  Coinage,  The,  Qnestion,  Sir  John  Lab- 
bock  ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer (Lord  Randolph  Chnrehill)  5^  9, 
[308]  1724 

The  Money  Article  of"  The  TtiiiM,"  QoesUon, 
Mr.  T.  Sutherland  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
for  Scotland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  Sept  14, 
[309]  347  ;  Question,  Mr.  J.  M.  Maelean ; 
Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Excbeqner 
(Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  Sept  17,  779 

GoLDSMiD,  Sir  J.,  St.  Pancroif  8. 

Army — Charlies  against  the  Ordnance  Dtpari- 

ment,  [308]  256 
Civil  Service  Writers— Report  of  the  Dofarft* 

mental  Committee,  [308]  257 
Education  —  School   Accommodatioo  in   Um 

Metropolitan  Districts,  [308]  776 
Mauritius  —  Sir  John  Pope  Ilennessj  and  Mr. 

Clifford  Lloyd,  [508]  663 
Post  Office— Postage  of  Cimlan,  [jo81  llTt 
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GoLDswoRTHY,   Major-Generol    W.  T., 
Hammersmith 
Army — Manufacture  of  Arms,  Ammunition, 
(tc,  [308]  ICO 
War  Office — The  First  Army  Corps,  [3^9] 
165 

Army    Estimates  —  Medical     Establishments 
and  Services,  [308]  1316 
Warlike  Stores,  &c.,  Manufacture  and  Re- 
pair of,  [308]  1574 

Supply — Criminal   Prosecutions,  Ac.    in  Ire- 
land, [309]  313 

GoRST,  Sir  J.  E.  (Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India),   Chatham 
Army  —  Force  in  Burmah —  Reinforcements, 

[308]  267 

Army  (India)— Questions 

European  Cavalry  Regiments,  [308]  896 

Indian  Medical  Service,  [308]  1174;  — 
Honorary  Commissions,  [308J  1731 

Medical  Department — Sur/;eons,  [309]  784, 

959 
Troops  at  Quetta,[309]  174 

Asia  (Central) — Medals  for  the  Zhob  Valley 
Expedition,  1884,  [309J  687 

Burmah — Questions 

Adminintration  of  Justice — Captain  Adam- 
son,  [308J  1185 

Government  of  India  Act,  Sec.  27,  [308] 

792 
Inundations  at  Mandalay,  [308]  542,  1101  ; 

[309]  12C5 

Military  Expedition— The  Cost,  [308]  647  ; 
— Appointment  of  Commander-in-Chief, 
[308J  602 

Public  Works— Railways,  [308]  553,  554 

The  Chief  Bobhway,  [308J  1093 

Gold  and   Silver,   Royal  Commission — Duties 
on  Gold  and  Silver,  [309]  1106 

India — Questions 

Administration  of  India— A  Royal  Com- 
mission,  [308]  1474 

Afghan     Frontier  —  Railway   to     Quetta, 
309] 20 

Annual  Removal  of  the  Local  Governments 
to  Hill  Stations,  [308]  375,  547;  — 
Transfer  of  the  Seat  of  Government  to 

.^imla,  [30S]  1751 

JioMibay  —  Case  of  Mr.  A.  Morton,  Public 
Woiks  Department,  [308]  637 

Civil  Service — The  Committee  of  Inquiry, 
[.109 J  l^''  ;  — Uncovonanted  Civil  Ser- 
vice, [309 J  002  ; — Tensions,  [309]  968 

Finance,   &c.  —  Import   Duty   on   Cotton 

Goods,  [308]  1470 

Forest  Service — Pensions,  [308]  888 

Indian  Officials  in  Private  Companiei — Sir 
Donald  Stewart,  [308]  1083 

Indian  Telegraph  Department — Grievanoes 
of  Officers,  [308]  271 

Liabilities  of  Trustees — Indian  Guaranteed 
Railway  Shares,  [308]  1750 

Native  States— The  Gaekwar  of  Baroda^ 

[309]  783 


G0B8T,  Sir  J.  E. — €<mt. 

North-West  Provinces  —  Nayat  All  Khan, 

[309]  168 
Railways  —  Extension  of  the  Railway  Sys- 
tem, [309]  331 
India  (Madras) — Questions 

Board  of  Revenue— Madura  District,  [309] 

1105 
Garstin  Dacoity  Case,  [309]  593 
Governor  of  Madras,  [309J  9,  1127 
Land  Union   in  Tanjore  —  Land  Tax  ia 

Madras,  [308]  1745 
Late  Princess  of  Tanjore,  [308]  1071 
Official  Scandals,  [30S]  1070 
Vijiaraghava  Chariar,  [309]  1104 

Parliament — Qoeen^s  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  809 ;  Report,  1287«  1288 


QoiTRLEY,  Mr.  E.  T.,  Sunderland 

Canada  and  the  United  States  -—  The  Fishery 
Disputes,  [308]  160,  775  ;  —Treaty  of  1871, 
[308]  1721 

Mercantile  Marine—Coasting  Light  Dues  in 
the  Channel— Bunker  Coal,  [309]  595 

Navy — Mediterranean  Squadron.  [308]  658 
Returns  of  Ships  of  War,  [308]  1635 

North  American  Fishery  Treaties,  [309]  1265 

West  Indian  Colonies  and  the  United  States — 
A  Commercial  Treaty,  [308]  1722 

Granville,  Earl 

Parliament — Business  of  the  Ilouse,  [308]  22 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  28,  83,  37 


Gray,  Mr.  C.  W.,  Essex ,  Maldon 

Law  and  Justice  (Ireland)  — Administration, 
[308]  1778,  1779 

Poor  Law  (England  and  Wales)  —  Married 
Couples  in  Union  Workhouses,  [308]  1181  ; 
[309]  028 


Gray,    Mr.    E.    Dwyer,     Dublin^     St. 
Stephen^s  Green 
Ireland — Board  of  Works— Loan  for  a  National 
School,  Miltown  Malbay,  [308]  1081 

Post  Office— Telephone  Companies,  [308J  1073, 
1074 

Great  Britain  and  Spain — Treaty  of  Ex* 

tradition 

Question,  Mr.  F.  S.  StoTenson ;  Answer,  The 

Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Aifairt 

(Sir  James  Fergosion)  Sept  25,  [309]  1358 

Grotrlajt,  Mr.  F.  B.,  BM,  B. 

Poor  Law  (England  and  Wales)— Landing  of 
Destitute  and  Insanitary  Alleni — The  Greek 
Gipsies,  [309]  1269 

Haudakb,  Mr.  B.  B.,  EaiiimgUm 
Parliament— Qoaen's  Speech,  Addreia  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  151 


HAL        HAM 
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Sail' Marking 

Gold  and  Silver  Wares,  Question,  Mr.  Kimber  ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  (Baron  llenrj  do  Worms)  Aug  23, 
[308]  274 

The  Watch  Trade,  Question,  Captain  Penton  '» 
Answer,  The  Secret.ir3r  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  (Baron  Ilenry  de  Worms)  Sept  21, 
[309]  1000 

Halsbury,  Lord  (Lord  Chancellor) 

Parliament — Questions 

Election  of  Representative  Peers  for  Scot- 
land, [308]  21 
Opening  of;  [308]  2,  3 
Prorogation    of— Iler    Majesty's    Speech, 

[309]  1349,  135G 
Roll  of  the  Lords,  [308]  873 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  [308] 
13,14 

Women's  Suffrage,  2R.  [308]  1057 


Hamilton,   Right  Hon.  Lord  G.   F. 

(First    Lord    of   the    Admiralty), 

Middlesex^  Ealing 
Army  Estimates — Warlike  Stores,  &o..  Manu- 
facture and  Repair  of,  [308]  1531, 15  40 

Fisheries  (England  and  Wales) — East  Coast — 
Encroachment  of  Belgian  Trawlers,  [309] 
1128 

Ireland — Evictions — Employment  of  Ganhoats 
for  Conveyance  of  Legal  OflScials,  [308]  1326 

Navy — Questions 

Contracts — Supplies  of  Mess  Pork,  [308] 

883 
Dockyards — Works  at  Ilaulbowline,  [?o8] 

1318 
II.M.S.  •*  Imp6ricuso,"  [308]  162 
If.M.S.  "  Phaeton,"  [308]  1104,  1195 
Medals  to  the  Sailors  and  Naval  Officers  in 

the   Egyptian   and   Soudan  Campaigns, 

L308J  783 
Mediterranean  Squadron,  [308]  658 
Returns  of  Ships  of  War,  [308J  1637,   1639 

Navy — Admiralty — Questions 

Access  to  Confidential  Designs  of  Ships, 

[308]  1193 
Education  of  Junior   Executive  Officers — 

Admiral  Luard's  Committee,  [308J  1749 
Engine  Room  Artificers,  [308]  271,  501 
Frecin!;  of    llaslar    Bridge,    Portsmouth, 

[308]  1187 
Mr.  \S .  II.  White,  Naval  Constructor  and 

Controller,  [308]  791 
Naval  Schoolmasters'  Pensions,  [308]  1754 
Pay  of  Crews  on  the  China  Station — Rate 

of  Exchange,  [308]  880 
Roman  Catholic  Chaplains  on  Board  Troop- 

ships,  [308]  1192,  1323 
State  of  Europe — Reduction  of  the  Dock- 
yard Establiahinents,  [308]  1743 

Navy — Ordnance — Questions 

Breech-loading  Guns,  [308]  2G9,  663 

Gun    Prnctico  at   Southsea^Recovery  of 

Shot,  [308J  891 
The  43-ton  Guns,  [308]  669 
The  38.ton  Guns  of  U.M.S.  "  Ajax,"  [308] 
163 

\e<ntL 


Hamilton,  Right  Hon.  Lord  G.  F. — e<mi. 

Navy  Estimates — Machinery  and   Shipi  Built 
by  Contract,  dto.  [308]  1698,  1696,  1705 
Martial  Law.  [308]  1705 
Medicines  and  Medical  Stores,  [308]  1847 
Miscellaneous  Services,  [308]   1706,  1  j07« 

1708. 1709,  1848.  1851,  1855 
Naval  Stores  for  Building  and    Repairing 

the  Fleet,  &C.  [308]  1670,  1685,  1686 
Victualling  Yards  at   Homo  and   Abroad, 
[308]  1656, 1658,  1662,  1666.  1667 
North  Sea  Fisheries   Convention — The  Pro- 
tecting Cruisers,  [308]  1630 
Parliament  —  Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 

swer  to,  [308]  352 
South  Pacific.  Islands  of  the — Island  of  Ms- 
layta— H.M.S.  **  Opal  "—Reprisals  on  Ns- 
tives,  [308]  1314 
Supply — Exchequer  and  Audit    Department, 
[308]  1845 
Report,  [309]  165 
Western  Pacific,  Islands  of  the — H.M.S.  «<  Dia- 
mond " — Reprisals  on  Natives,  [308]  1313 

HAMHiTON,  Lord  0.  J.,  Liverpool^  Wut 

JDerhy 
High  Court  of  Justice — Probate,  Divorce,  and 
Admiralty  Divisions,  [309]  1122 

Hamilton,  Lord  E.,  Tyrone^  N. 

Debtors    (Ireland)   Act— Closing    of    Oms{b 
Gaol,  [309]  1263 

GLiMiLTON,  Mr.  G.  E.,  Souihwark^  Hoiker^ 
hithe 
Metropolitan  Polioe — The  Proposed  Commit- 
tee, [309]  785 

Harcourt,  Eight  Hon.  Sir  W.  G.  V.. 
Berly 
Parliament — Business  of  the  UoQse,  Res.  [308] 

1207.  1217, 1218 
Parliament— New  Rules  of  Procedure — Role  3 
(Adjournment  of  the  ilouso),  [308]  577,  379 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  r3o8|  185,  100,  103,  191,  193,  201, 
202.    292,  062,    719,   735,   737,   738,    744, 
1103,  1100,  1140,  1149,  1161,  1152,1155. 
1150.  1157 
Supply — County   Court  Officers,  &e.  in  Ire- 
land, [309] 712 
Criminal    ProsecQtioos,    4io.    in    Irelmad, 

[309]  664 
Uousn   of  Commons  Offices,    [308]   1818, 
1820 
Tenants  Kolief( Ireland),  3R.  [309]  1045,  1207« 
1220 

Harhixgton,  Mr.  E.,  Kerry,  W. 

Disturbances  at  Belfast  Inquiry,  3R.  Uotiom 

for  Adjournment,  [308]  1027 
Ireland — Questions 

Dispensary  Districts  —  GlengiriffB,    [308] 

1401 
Land  —  The  Board  of  Works — Lomu  to 

certain  Tenants,  [309]  980 
Law    and    Justice — AdmioistrBtioa,  [308] 
1781.  1785;— Monster  Wintmr  AmIms, 
[308]  1080 
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IIarrixotox,  Mr.  E.— tfonf. 

Licences  —  Refusal   of   Hotel   Licence    at 

Dingle,  [309]  1200.1267 
Sciith-VVest  District— Special  Military  OflB- 
cer  in  Command,  [308]  794 
Navy  Kstimates — Machinery  and  Ships   Built 

by  Contract,  <kc.  [308]  1098 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  Report,  [308 J  1035,  1265 

Supply — Chief  Secretary  to   the   Lord   Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  [309]  439.  440,  472 
Constabulary,  Iroland,[309]  825 
County  Court  Officers,  dc.  in  Ireland,  [309] 

722.  728,731,  7o3 
Criminal     Prosecutions,    <fec.     in    Ireland, 

[309]  072,  074,  0!»1,  094,695 
Local  (Jovprnment  Board,  &c.  [309]  69 
Tenants  Relief,  (Ireland),  2R.  [309]  1041 

Harringtox,      Mr.     T.      C,      Dublin, 
Harbour 
Ireland — Evictions — Wexford  Co.  [308]  666 
Law  and  Justice— Imprisonment  of  Father 
Fahy,  [309]  1324 
Parliament—  New  Rules  of  Procedure — Rule  2 

(Adjournment  of  the  House),  [308]  698 
Tenants  Relief  (Ireland),  2R.  [309]  1204 

Harris,  Lord  (Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War) 

Army  —  Efficiency  of  the  New  Rifle — In- 
struction to  the  Committee  of  Inquiry  — 
The  Reserve  Forces,  [309]  1343,  1344,  1346 

Malta — Dockyards — Employment  of  Maltese 
Subjects,  [308J  1713 

Harris,  Mr.  M.,  Galway^  E, 

Army  Estimates — Militia  Pay  and  Allowances, 

[308]  1366 
Miscellaneous     Eflective     SerTices,    [308] 

I6ii0,  1691 
Volunteer  Corps  Pay  and  Allowances,  [308] 

13"8 
War  Office,  [308]  1691,  1692 
Education   (Grants  to   Schools),    Res.    [308] 

17G4 
Ireland — Questions 

Evictions  —  Lord   Clanricarde's  Woodford 

Estate,  Co.  Galway,  [308]  669 
Lsw  and  .Justice — Imprisonment  of  Father 

Fahv,  [309!  1324,  1325 
Railways  —  Parsonstown   and    Portumna 

lii  i.lge  Ilailway,  [309]  167,  168 
Registration    of    Voters    Act,    1885 — Ex- 

ponsos  of  Preparing  Lists — F.iyment  of 

Officials — Mountbellew  Union,  [308]  1475 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  "308J  130,  428,  429,  430,  616,  617, 
518,  rvJ7,"y3S,  939,  940,  946 

Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  [309]  400,  401,  470, 
477 

Constabulary,  Ireland,  [309]  821 

Criminal  Prosecutions,  (S:c.in  Ireland,  [309] 
665,  606 

Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland,  [309] 
539,540,641,  662 

National  Debt  Office,  [309]  119 

[eonl. 


Harrts,  Mr.  M. — eont 

National  Gallery,  [309]  SSS,  836 
National  Portrait  Gallery.  [309I  887 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade  Marks  Act, 

[309]  127 
Prisons,  Ireland,  [309]  740 
Queen's    and    Lord  Treasurer's    Remem- 
brancer   in    Exchequer,    Scotland,  ko, 
[309]  226 
Tenants  Relief  (Ireland),  2R.  [309]  1185 

Hartinqton,  Eight  Hon.  Marquess  of, 
Lancashire,  Roisendale 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308J  326 
Tenants    Relief    (Ireland),    2R.    [309]    1162, 
1165 


Havelook- Allan,  Lt. -General  Sir  H. 
M.,  Durham,  S,K 
Post    Office  —  Northern  District    Telephone 
Company,  [309]  839 

Hayden,  Mr.  L.  P.,  Leitrim,  8, 
Inland  Refenue Department — Outdoor  Branch, 

[309]  593 
Ireland — Law    and    Justice— Administration, 
[308]  1786 ;— The  Rev.  Mr.  Fahy,  [309]  784 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308J  209 

Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant of  Ireland,  [309]  415 
Public  Works  in  Ireland,  [309]  673 

Hatne,  Mr.  0.  Seale-,  Devon,  Aehburton 

Army  (Auxiliary  Forces) — Militia  Training — 

Instruction  for  Militia  Regiments,  [308]  1469 

Army  Estimates — Militia  Pay  and  Allowances, 

[308]  1349 

He  ALT,  Mr.  M.,  Corh 

Admiralty —  Roman    Catholic    Chaplains  on 
Board  Troopships,  [308]  1191,  1192,  1328 

Ireland — Questions 

Belfast  Riots — Charges  against  the  Irish 
Constabulary,  [308]  272 ;— Trial  of  Pri- 
soners, [308]  539,  540 

Court  of  Bankruptcy — Compounding  Cre- 
ditors, [308]  1078 

Parliamentary  Elections  —  Assistant  Re- 
vising Barristers,  [308]  630, 631 

Poor  l>aw — Bantry  Board  of  Guardians, 
[308]  1063;  — Cork  Union— Stowaways 
Irom  Liverpool,  [308]  1173 

Registration  of  Voters — Sittings  of  Court 
of  Revision,  Co.  Tyrone,  [308]  1319 

Ireland — Law  and  Justice — Questions 

Enniskillen  Magistrates — *'  Queen  v.  James 

Phair,"  [308]  657,  668,  891.  892 
Munster  Winter  Assizes,  [308]  1070,  1080 
TrUl  of  the  Walkers  (Bellast),  [308]  665 

Heath,  Mr.  A.  B.,  Lincolmhire,  Louth 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [3oq  idO 


HEA       HOL 
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HEA.TON,  Mr.  J.  H.,  Cantirhury 

Armj  (Auxiliary  Forces)  —  Militia  Quarter- 
masters, [309]  1261 

Fiji — Decrease  of  Population  and  Trade,  [308] 
207 

Post  Office — Rates  of  Postage  between  Eng- 
land and  the  Colonies,  [309]  H,  1260 

Supply — Stationery,  Printing,  &c,  L309J  1*0» 
147 

Treaty  of  Berlin— Article  LIX— Batoum,  [308] 
896 

Heneage,  Bight  Hon.  E.,  Great  Grimsly 
Fishins:  Boats  Act,  1883  (Amendment),  [309] 
1127 

High  Sheriff  (Disqualification  Bemoval) 
(Ireland)  Bill 

{Mr,  Alderman  John  O'Connor  (Kerry ^  S.),  Mr* 
Sexton^  Mr,  Peter  McDonald,  Mr,  John 
O'Connor  (Tipper ary^  5.),  Mr,  Cox,  Mr, 
Richard  Power) 

e.  Ordered  :  read  1°»  Ju^20  TBill  14] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

Hill,  Bight  Hon.  Lord  A.  W.  (Comp- 
troller of  the  Household),  Down,  W, 

Parliament— 'Iler  Majesty's  Answer  to  the 
Address,  [309]  348 

Hill,  Colonel  E.  S.,  Bristol,  S. 

Commerce  and  Agriculture — A  Special  Cabinet 

Department,  [309]  1097 
Mercantile   Marine  —  Unclaimed    Wages    of 

Seamen,  [309]  601 
Russia — Exportation    of  Sugar — Continuance 

of  Bounties,  [309]  1117 

Holland,     Bight     Hon.    Sir   H.    T. 
rVioe  President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education),  Siampstead 
City  of  London  Parochial  Charities  Act,  1883 
— Report  of  Commissioners,  [309]  1096 

Education  Department — Questions 

Charity  Commissioners — Trustees  of  Good- 
fellow's  Charity,  Co.  Dorset,  [308]  377  ; 
— Schemes  of  the  Charity  Commissioners, 
[308]  1742 

Elementary  Education  Abroad^Mr.  Mat- 
thew Arnold's  Special  Report,  [309]  979 

Inspection  of  Welsh  Schools — Inspectors' 
Reports,  1884-5.  [308]  1317 

Intermediate  and  Higher  Education  (Wales), 
[308]  1747 

London  School  Board~Sale  of  Land,  [309] 
171  :— The  Federated  Radical  Clubs- 
Payment  of  Fees,  [309]  1264 

Pensions  to  Teachers,  [309]  26 

School  Accommodation  in  the  Metropolitan 
Districts,  [308J  776  ; — Board  v.  Denomi- 
national Schools,  [309]  333 

School    Board    Elections — Counting     and 
Declaring  the  Votes,  [308]  1319 
Education  (Grants  to  Schools),  Res.  [308J 1758 
Endowed  Schools  (England  and  Wales) — Re- 
moval of  Christ's  Hospital,  [308]  785 

Icont, 


HoLLAHD,  Right  Hon.  Sir  H.  T.- 

Medical  Acts— Unregistered  Medieal   Pruti- 

tionors,  [309]  1082,  1088 
Pharmacy  Act.  1868— Preteriptions  bj  Obm» 

mists,  [308]  1189 
Post  Office  (England  and  Wales)— QaesHoot 
Parcel    Post — ConTeyanoe  of  Paroelt  to 
South  Africa,  [309]   1099 ;— Delayi  In 
Transmission,  [309T966 
Postage     Stamps  —  DistinotiTa    Cf^on, 

[309] 976 
Teleprraph  Department— Annual  Holiday  to 

Telegraphists,  [309]  1113 
Telegraphic  Communication   between   the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  Aastralasiaa 
Colonies,  [309]  977 

Post  Office  (Ireland)— Questions 

Accommodation  at  6rangegeitb,[309]  1117 
Communication  between    Cape  Clear  and 

Shorkin  Islands  and  the  Mainland.  [309] 

1101 
Mail  SerTice  to  Kildysart,  Co.  Clare,  [509] 

971 
Skibbereen  and  Baltimore  Mail  Car,  [309] 

1101 
Sub-Postal  District  of  Kilmnrry  M'MalMW, 

Co.  Clare,  [309]  1091 
Surveyors'  Clerks,  [309]  967 

Post    Office  (Scotland) — Gommnnication   be- 
tween   Dornoch    and    Bonarbridge,    [309] 
974 
Public  nealth  —  Gipsy-Van  and    TrmTeUinf 

Children.  [309]  777 
Supply— National  Gallery,  [309]  760,  761 
Public  Education,  [309]  748 
Science  and  Art  Department,  [309]  753, 
758,  769 
Trade  and  Commerce — Commercial  Edneation, 
[308]  1809 

HoixowAY,  Mr.  O.,  Olouenter^  Stnmi 

Regulation  of  Railways  Act,  1878  —  Great 
Western  Railway  and  the  Thames  and 
Se?ern  Canal  Nafigation,  [309]  1099 

Holmes,    Bight   Hon.    H.    (Attomej 

General  for  Ireland),  DubUm  Umi- 

versity 
Disturbances  at  Belfast  Inquiry,  Hotion  for 
Leave,  [308]  483.  484 :   9R.  1456,    1617 : 
Comm.  el,  2,  [309]  494.  495 
Ireland — Questions 

Arms  Act — House  Search  al  BaUjrBib, 
Co.  Sligo,  [309]  184,  185 

Court  of  Bankruptcy  ^  Compoandinf 
Debtors,  [308]  1079  ;— Mr.  C.  11.  James, 
late  OflBoial  Assignee,  [308]  886 ;  [3^] 
161,  1094 

Crime  and  Outrage — Riots  at  Ratbfrilaad. 
Co.  Down,  [309]  173,  333; — Sbootinf 
at  the  Person — Derrygonnellj,  Go.  Fer- 
managh, [308]  1464 

Debtors'  Act — Closing  of  Omagh  Gaol« 
[309]  1203 

Disturbances  at  Belfast  Inquiry  BUI,  [308] 
797 

Evictions — Action  of  the  Polioeat  Wood* 
ford,  Co.  Galway,  [308]  1735  ;  —  Lord 
Clanricarde's  Estate.  Co.  Galway,  [30B] 
I0I2 

[ 
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Holmes,  Right  lion.  U.—eont, 

Fishery  CommissioDert  —  Trawling,  [308] 

71)5 
Kingstown   "Bird's   Nest  "—Detention  of 

Children,  [308]  1734 
Licences  —  Kefusnl    of  Ilotel   Licence  at 

I^ingle,  [309]  1260,  1267 
Licensed  Publicans  —  Supplies,  &c.,  to  tfae 

Constabulary,  [309]  1127 
Maj^istracy  —  Fintona    Courthouse  —  Mr. 

Sproule,  J.P.,  [309]  599,  971 
Piers  and  Harbours — Cappagb  Pier,   Kil- 

rush,  [309]  1S6 
Prisons     Act,    1877  —  Refunding  certain 

Levies,  [309]  180 
South-West  District — The  Special  Military 

.  Officer  in  Command,  [308]  794 
Ireland — Law  and  Justice — Questions 

Alleged  Assault  on  Dr.  D' Alton,  of  Bran- 
more.  [308]  1736 
l^nrhnvilla  Prisoners,  [309]  27.  178,  179 
Conviction  at  ^lilUtreet    Petty    Sessions, 

[308]  1729 
Knni!jkilien  Magistrates — "  Queen  v.  James 

rhair,!'  [308J658,  892 
Gal  way  Assixes  (Sligo),  [308]  532 
Imprisonment  of  Father  Fahy,  [309]   784, 

1074,  1304 
Kilrush  Petty  Sessions — Illegal  Fishing — 

Case  of  Mr.  Simon  M'Auliffe,  [309  J  765 
Munster  Winter  Assiies,  [308]  1079,  1080 
Sessional  Crown  Solicitor,  Co.  Fermanagh, 

[.^09)  782 
Shouting  at   the   Person — Case  of    Denis 

Murphy,  [308]  1176,  1177; 
Trial  of  the  Walkers  (BeUiist),  [308]  665 
Woodford  Prisoners  (Galway),  [308]  1752 

Ireland — Parliamentary  Elections — Questions 
Assistant  Revising  Barristers,  [308]  531 
Polling   Places  in   the    North   Monaghan 

Division,  [309]  174 
Polling  Places  in  South  Donegal,  [309]  588 
Ireland — Registration    of  Voters — Sittings  of 
Court  of  Revision — Questions 
Co.  Monaghan,  [308]  1321 
Co.  Tyrone,  [308]  1319  ;— South  Tyrone, 

[309]  182 
Ramelton,  Co.  Donegal,  [308]  1474 
Ireland — Kiots  at  Belfast — Questions 

Charges   against  the  Irish   Constabulary, 

[308]  272 
Coni<table  Malone,  [308]  1308 
Grand  Jury  of  Antrim,  [309]  1115 
Trial  of  Prisoners,  [308]  539,  540 
Ireland — Royal  Irish  Constabulary — Questions 
Head  Constable  Magee,  [308]  776 
Police  at  Glin,  Co.  Limeriok,  [309]  585 
Prosecutions  for  Drunkenness — Circular  of 

the  Inspector  General,  [309]  1107 
Veterinary  Surgeonship,  [308]  1312 
Ireland — Parliamentary  Elections — The  Derry 
Election — Action  of  the    Resident   Magis- 
trato  and  tho  Police — Official  Inquiry,   Res. 
[309]  1280 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House,  Motion 

for  tho  Address,  [308]  382 
Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  li  eland,  [309]  392,  335,  391, 
483 
Criminal  Prosecutions,  dto.  in  Ireland,  [309] 
614,  620,  622,  623,627,  645,  648,  651, 
652,  655,  6^»7,  669,  671,  678,  674, 693 

[0O1K. 


HoLicBf,  Right  Hon;  H.— eont. 

Prisons,  Ireland,  [309]  741 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  in  Ireland, 
[309]  696 

Home  Defabtment — Seoretary  of  State 
(see  Matthews,  Eight  Hon.  H.) 

Home  Defabtment — Under  Secretary  of 
State  (see  Woetlbt,  Mr.  C.  B. 
Stuart-) 

Hoofeb,  Mr.  J.,  Cork,  8.E. 

Admiralty  —  The  Channel  Squadron  —  Bat- 

terine,  [308]  876 
Army — Questions 

Canteens,  [308]  655 
Canteens  (Ireland),  [308]  1072 
Contracts — Supply  of  Army  Clothing,  [308] 
534,  1063 
Ireland — Questions 

Franchise  Act — Remaneration  to   Clerks 

of  Unions,  dtc,  Kinsale,  [308]  1733 
Labourers  Act — The  Fermoy  Union  Scheme 

— Inquiry  under  the  Act,  [309]  1118 
Post  Otfice-^Postal  Facilities  at  Kinsale, 

[308]  1737 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary — Nambers  and 
Relii^ious    Composition   of  the    Force, 
[308]  1094,  1458 
Parliament — Queen*s  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  229 
Supply— Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant of  Ireland,  [309]  472,  474 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (England) 
Act,  1885 
Site  of  Coldbath  Fields  Prison^The  Metro- 
politan Board  of  Works,  Quettions,  Mr.  J. 
Rowlands  ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Matthews) 
Sept  2,  [308]  1075  ;  Sept  16,  [309]  599 
Site  of   the   Clerkenwell    Prisons,  Qaestion, 
Captain  Penton ;    Answer,   The  Secretary 
of  State  for  the   Home   Department  (Mr. 
Matthews)  Sept  10,  [309]  24 

Mousing  of  the  Working  Classes — The 
Cadogan  Estate,  Chelsea 
Qaestion,  Mr.  Labouchere ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Matthews)  Aug  31,  [308]  893 ;  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Octavius  Morgan  ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment (Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  23,  [309]  1254 

HowABD,  Mr.  J.y  Middlesex^  Tottenham 
Repablio  of  Ecuador  —  Claims  of  the  Land 
Company,  [308]  263 

Howell,  Mr.  G.,  Bethnal  Green,  N.E. 
Law  and  Justice— Codilleation  of  the  Criminal 

La''.  [309I  20 
The  Revised  Statutes— Issue  of  a  New  and 
Cheap  Edition,  [309]  21 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [306J  496 
Supply— National  Debt  OiBce,  [309]  117 
Natioua  OaU«rj,  [309]  885 
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Ho-woRTH,  Mr.  H.  H.,  Salford,  S. 

Board  of  Trade — Labour  Bureaa — Appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Bamett,  [308]  551 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  493 

South  Pacifio — Reported  Annexation  of  the 
EUice  Islands,  [308]  268 

HowTH,  Earl  of 

Ireland — Fishery  Board  —Report  of  the  Com- 
missioners, Res.  [309]  951 
Leaseholders  (Ireland),  Kes.  [308]  1715 

HoziER,  Mr.  J.  H.  0.,  Lanarkshire^  8. 

Disturbances  at  Belfast  Inquiry,  2R.  [308] 
1615,  1616, 1617 


HiTBBABD,  Eight  Hon.  J.  G.,  London 

Church  of  England — Tithe  Commutation  Act, 

1836-"The  Tithe  War  in  Wales,"  [308] 

254.  664  ;  [309] 19 
Owners  and  Occupiers  of  Land — Incidence  of 

Tithes,  [309]  1125 
Post  Office — Robbery  of  Mails  on  the  Railway 

between  London  and  DoTer,  April  8,  1886, 

[309]  329,  381 

Hubbard,  Mr.  E.,  Bucks,  iV. 

Land — Simplifioation  of  Titles  and  Transfers, 

[309]  962 

IIuGHES,  Colonel  E.,  Woolwich 

Law  and  Justice  (Ireland) — Imprisonment  of 

Father  Fahy,  [309]  1323 
Supply — Local  Go?ernment  Board,  d(o.  [309] 

70,71 

Hughes  -  Hallett,    Oolonel    F.     C, 
Rochester 
Army— Questions 

Discipline  —  Court   Martial   at   Chatham, 

[309]  1118 
High  Officials  in  Prl?ate  Firms,  [308]  1174 
India — European  Cavalry  Regiments,  [308] 

896 
War  Office — Defective  Military  Weapons, 

[308]  269 

Army  (Ordnance  Department)— Questions 

Artillery — Complaints  as  to  Quality  of  ITield 
or  Mountain  Guns,  [308J  158 

Charges  against  the  Ordnance  Department, 
[308]  373 

Guarantee  of  Guns,  [309]  976 

Manufacture  of  Nordontelt  Guns  at  Wool- 
wich, [308]  555 

Purchase  of  iOU-ton  Guns,  [309]  773 

68-ton  Gun,  [308]  1090 

Army  Estimates — Warlike  Stores,  &o,,  Manu- 
iiicture  and  Repair  of,  Amendt.  [308]  1524, 
15j1 

Navy— liioech-Loading  Guns.  [308]  209,  603 
Uniiianco  —  "  CoUiiigwood  "    Gun,    [308] 
1077  ;— Report   on   the,   [308]    895;— 
38.ton   Gun  of    H.M.S.  **  Ajux,"  [308] 
103  i— 13-ton  Guu,  [308J  668 

[cofU, 


of  SUpi, 


IIuoHiB-nAxxsTT,  Colon«l  F.  0. 
Navy — Admiral  ty — Qaestioni 
Aeoesi  to  Confidential 

[308]  1193 
Mr.  W.  n.  White,  Naval  Constrnotor 
Controller,  [308]  790 


HuLSE,  Mr.  E.  H.,  Sdlitbury 
Law  and  Justice — Registntion  of  Firo*Ami| 

[309]  590 

Hunt,  Mr.  F.  Seager,  MaryUhont^  W. 
Russia  —  Rumoured     OeenpatioD    of    Fort 

Lazareff,  [308]  166 

HuxTER,  Sir  W.  O.,  Haehneu,  Centrml 

Army    (Ordnance    Department)  ^  DolbetiT* 

Guns,  [309]  786 
Civil   Service— The  Playfiur   Sch«me,  [309] 

169 

Hunter,  Mr.  W.  A.,  Ah^rdsem^  N. 

Burmah— The  Chief  Botbway,  [308]  1098 
Franco-Chinese  Commeroial  Treaty^  Prohibi- 
tion of  Opium  Traffic  between  Tonqaln  and 
China.  [308]  1184 
India — Navancore— Ezcluion  of  M.  Mbntdarp 

[309]  1353 
Land  Purchase  (Ireland)  Aot,  188g— AdTancai^ 

[309!  ^87 
Law  of  Copyright,  [309]  340 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Addron  In  An- 
swer to,  [308]  213.  865 
Peru  and  Chili— Pemvian  Bondholdora*  Com- 
mittee, [309]  1102 
Sapply — Criminal  ProaecatioDt,  Ao.  ia  Irt* 
land,   Motion   for   reportiog    PrMren, 
[309]  812 
Fishery  Board  in  Scotland,  AmmdC.  [309] 

233,  248 
Qaeen*!  and  Lord    Troararor^a  Robmb- 
brancer    in    Ezoheqnor,  Seotlnnd,  Ae. 
[309]  221,  224,  226 

Iddesleigh,  Earl  of  ^Seoretaiy  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs) 
Bulgaria  —  Reported    Abdication    of   Prinoo 
Alexander,  [308]  1710, 1711 

Illinqworth,  Mr.  A.,  Bradford^  W. 

Parliament — New  Rales  of  Proeedare-^Rnlo  t 
(Adjournment  of  the  Ilonse),  [308]  590 

Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  AddrcM  in  An> 
swer  to,  [308J  323,  824,  861 

India — Under  Secretary  of  Stete  (Mi 
OoRST,  Sir  J.  E.) 

India  ( Qimtimu) 

Administration  of  India -^  A  JSoyv/  Gpai* 
mistion^  Queition,  Sir  Ropor  Lothbridft; 
Answer.  The  Under  Secretary  of  StaU  fisr 
India  fSir  John  Gorst)  Sept  7.  [308]  1474 

AJijhan  Frontier ^  Thc^  Tks  Hnlwrn^  fa  QmtMm, 
Question,  Sir  llenrjr  T^ler ;  Adcwit,  Tko 
Under  Secretary  ol  Sute  fur  India  (Sir  John 
Gorst)  Sfift  10,  [309]  30 
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I.vDiA — eont. 

Annual  yfifjr<ition  of  the  Provincial  Oovem» 
meutsto  Hill  Stations,  Questions,  Sir  Roper 
Letlibriiifro  ;  Answers,  The  Undersecretary 
of  St.ito  for  India  (Sir  John  Gorst)  Aug  24, 
r.^oSlSiri:  .Ifw'irt,  547 
Transfer  of  the  Seat  of  Government  to  Simla^ 
ijuostion,  Mr.  James  Maclean ;  Answer, 
The  Under  Secretary  of  State  (or  India  (Sir 
John  Gorst)  Sept  9,  [308 J  1761 

Indian  Ofidils  in  Fnvate  Firms  —Sir Donald 
Sfewarf^  Question,  (icncral  Sir  William 
Crossmai)  ;  Answer,  Tiio  Uniier  Secretary 
of  State  tcr  India  (Sir  John  Gorst)  Sept  2, 

Li'if'i/ides  of  Trustees  —  Indian  Guaranteed 
liailway  Shares,  Question,  Mr.  i^uicston  ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Indiii  (Sir  John  Gorst)  Sept  D,  [308 J  1750 

I\iiihvn\js — Extension  of  the  Uailway  System, 
(^iirsiion,  Mr.  Maclure  ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Srcr<'taryo}  State  for  India  (Sir  John  Gorst) 
Srpt  11,'[309].*J;31 

Te'"jiiiph  Dip  irtment— Grievances  of  Officers, 
(Question,  Mr.  Conybcarc ;  Answer,  The 
UtMler  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Sir 
John  Gorst)  Axuj  23.  [308]  271 

Thi*  Forest  S-rvice — Fentions,  Question,  Sir 
Kioiiard  Temple ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Sir  John  Gorst) 
^«y  31, '[308]  688 

BOMHAY 

Case  of  Mr.  A .  Morton,  Public  Works  Depart- 
vient,  Question,  Mr.  Murphy  ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  India  (Sir 
John  Gor.Mt)  An^/  26,  [308]  530 

Thr  .ViV'/ar  Frithi  Rao,  Question,  Observa- 
tioiiF,  Lord  Stanley  of  Alderley  ;  Reply, 
The  i'rinie  Minister  (The  Marquess  of  Salis- 
bury) J  w^  30,  [3083771 

Maduas 

lio'trd  of  Revenue— Madura  District.  Quentlon, 
Mr.  iJ.  i\elly  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  India  (Sir  John  Gorst) 
Srpi  21,  [309]  110  i 

G'trftin  Dacoitij  Case,  Question,  Mr.  Patrick 
()'r.ri»n  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
Slate  for  India  (Sir  John  Gorst)  Sept  16, 
1 309]  .v.»;{ 

Ojhcid  Scandals,  Question,  Mr.  Blane  ;  An- 
swer, The  Under  Secretary  ol  State  for 
India  (Sir  John  Gorst)  Sept  2,  [308]  1070 

The  lite  Fiinrefs  of  Tanj'tre,  Question,  Mr. 
l»iL'::ar  :  Answer,  TUo  L'ncier  Secretary  of 
Slat.'  for  India  (Sir  Joiin  Gorst)  Sept  2, 
[308]  107(1 

T/i'  Land  Cnion  in  Tanjore  —  Land  Tax  in 
.U/'//-/.^,  tiue^tion,  Mr.  I'mkerton  ;  Answer, 
The  Uniier  S.cretary  of  State  for  India  (Sir 
John  Gorst)  Sept  9,'[3o8]  1745 

Trav.lliwj,  §-c.,  Allowances  to  the  Governor, 
(Question,  Mr,  Jordan  ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Si'irc'tary  of  State  for  Inoia (Sir  John  Gorst) 
Sept  1(»,  [309]  9  ;  Question,  Mr.  Sheehan  ; 
Answer,  Tin*  Under  Secretary  of  State  tor 
Ind.a  >ir  John  (Jorst)  Sept  21*,  1127 

Vijiaraqhava  Chariar,  Question,  Mr.  B.  Kelly; 
Answer.  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  (Sir  John  Gorst)  Sept  21,  [309]  1103 

VOL.  CCCIX.     [tuibd  series.  |  [e<mf. 


Ikdia — eont, 
Natiyb  Statis 

The  Gaekxvar of  Baroda,  Qaestion,  Dr.  Tanner; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  (Sir  John  Gorst)  Sept  17.  [309]  783 

Kavancore— Exclusion  of  M.  Montdar,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Hunter ;  Answer,  The  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir 
James  Fergasson)  Sept  25,  [309]  1S53 

North-West  Provinces 

Nayat  AH  Khan,  Quf>stion.  Sir  Thomas  Es- 
monde  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  (Sir  John  Gorst)  Sept  13, 
[309]  168 

FiN'AXCE,    &C. 

Depreciation  of  Silver,  Question,  Mr.  Samael 
Smith  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury (Mr.  Jackson)  Aug  27,  [308]  663 

Import  Duty  on  Cotton  Goods,  Questions,  Mr. 
Labouchere,  Mr.  Jennings,  Mr.  Addison  ; 
Answers,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  (Sir  John  Gorst)  Sept  7,  [308]  1470 

Civil  Service 

The  Commission  on  the  Civil  Services — The 
Committee  of  Inquiry,  Question,  Sir  Koper 
Lethbridge ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  India  (Sir  John  Gorst)  Sept  13, 

[309)  186 

The  Uncovenanted  Civil  Service,  Question, 
Sir  Roper  Lethbridge  ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  tor  India  (Sir  John  Gorst) 
Sept  16,  [309]  Q02 ;— Pensions,  Question, 
Mr.  King  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  India  (Sir  John  Gorst)  Sept  20, 
[309]  907 

Ireland  ( Questions) 

Albert  Bridge,  Belfast,  Collapse  of  the,  Qaes- 
tion, Mr.  Sexton  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Ilioks-Beach) 
Sept  21,  [soq]  1113 

Arms  (Ireland)  Act — Botise  Search  at  Bally" 
rush,  Co.  Sligo,  Questions,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  An- 
swers, The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Holmes)  Sept  13,  [309]  184 

Bowling  Green  Mills,  Co.  Galway — Repurt  of 
Colonel  Smith,  R,E.,  Questions,  Mr.  Pinker- 
ton  ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury (Mr.  Jackson)  Sept  14,  [309]  345; 
Sept  10,  507 

Civil  Service  ^Vriters,  Question,  Mr.  Peter 
McDonald  :  Answer,  The  Secreury  to  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  Sept  20,  [309]  964 

Commissioners  of  Irish  Lights — Attendance  of 
Lightkeepers  at  Divine  Service,  Question, 
Mr.  Johnston ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Ileory  De  Worms) 
Aug  26,  [308]  558 

Donegal  Harbour,  Question,  Mr.  Bernard 
Kelly  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  (Baron  Uenry  De  Worms)  Sept  10, 

[309]  10 

Contagious  Diseases  (AnimaU\— Country  Fairs, 
Question,  Mr.  Carew ;  Answer,  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  liicks- 
Beaeh)  Sept  1,  [308]  1465 
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Ireland — cont. 

Customs  Service — Poii  of  Belfast,  QaestioD, 
Mr.  T.  W.  Russoll ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  Sept  2,  [308] 
1067 

Distress  in  ths  West^Mr,  Tuke*s  Report^ 
Question,  Mr.  llathbone  ;  Answer,  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Ilicks- 
Beach)  Auff  26,  [308]  548 

Dublin  Port— Dues  on  Fishing  Boats,  Ques- 
tions, Sir  Thomas  Esmonde  ;  Answers,  The 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron 
Henry  De Worms)  Aug  24, [308] 372 ;  Sept2, 
1082 

The  Great  Eastern  Steamship,  Question,  Mr. 
W.  J.  Corbet ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Henry  De 
Worms)  SVpt  2,  [308]  1066 

Qovemment  of  Ireland — Law  Adviser  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  Question,  Mr.  Pickersgill  ; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks- Beach)  ^^9  30.  [308]  164 

Income  Tax — Overcharge,  Edenagee,  Co.  Fer- 
managh, Question,  Mr.  Jordan  ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson) 
Sept  9,  [308]  1754 

Irish  Church  Act — Relief  of  Olehe  Purchasers, 
Questions,  Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny,  Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor  ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks  -  Beach) 
Sept  2,  [308]  1068 

Irish  Land  Commission —  Returns,  Question, 
Mr.  ParncU;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Ilicks-Bcach) 
Sept  10,  [309]  26 

Irish  Rifle  Clubs  {Belfast,  ^c.)—Firi}ig  Prac- 
tice, Questions,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  Answers,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  W.  U. 
Smith)  Sept  13,  [309]  180 

Licensed  Publicans  —  Supplies,  ^c.  to  the 
Constabulary,  Question,  Mr.  Finucane ; 
Answer,  The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Holmes)  Sept  21,  [309]  1126 

Licences  —  Refusal  of  Hotel  Licence  at 
Dingle,  Questions,  Mr.  E.  Harrington ; 
Answers,  The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Holmes)  Sept  22,  [309J  1200 

Mines  Regulation  Act — Inspection  of  Mines — 
The  Montecn  Colliery,  Co.  Kilkenny,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor  ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  20,  [309]  080 

Rolls  Office^Mr.  T.  F.  M'Conry,  Question, 
Sir  Thomas  Esmonde  ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  Sept  20, 
[309]  970 

Seeds  {Ireland)  Act— Repayments,  Question, 
Colonel  Nolan  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Irelnnd  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- Beach) 
Aug  20,  [308]  532 
Employment  of  Police  in  collecting  the  Seed 
R'lte,  Question,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Sir  Michael  Hicks-Bcach)  Sept  21,  [309] 
1117 

Statistics  of  Population,  Co.  Cork,  QuestionSf 
Mr.  Donal  Sullivan,  Mr.  Conybeare  ;  An- 
swers, The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir 
Michael  Uiokt-Beach)  Aug  26,  [308]  533 


Ibelavd — eont. " 

Teachers  Pension  (Ireland)  Aet  —  Jfrt.  /. 
Kelly,  Mounffieldf  Co.  Tyrone^  NaUossA 
School,  Question,  Mr.  M.  J.  Keony  ;  An- 
swer, The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir 
Michael  H  icks- Beach )  5«pf  31,  [309]  1093 

The  Brehon  Law  —  Re'eonttitutiom  of  tkt 
Commission,  Questions,  Mr.  T.  P.  Gill, 
Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny;  Aniwen,  The  Seoretaiy 
to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackton)    S^i    17, 

[3091  777 
The  Kingstown  "  Bird's  Xe9t"^DeUHiiM  of 

Children,  Question,  Sir  Thonaas  Esmonde  : 

Answer,  The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 

(Mr.  Holmes)  Sept  9,  [308]  1724 
Vaccination  Certificates — Public  Vaeeinaiiam, 

Question,  Dr.  Tanner ;  Answer,  The  Freii« 

dent  of  the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr. 

Uitchie)  Sept  10,  [309]  12 

Dispensary  Districts  (Ireland) 

Casilebar  Dispensary,  Question,  Mr.  Dillon ; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  Sepi  3,  [308] 
1176 

Ely  Dispensary,  Co,  Fermanagh,  Qaestion.  Sir 
Thomas  Esmonde ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Se* 
cretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  llieks- 
Beach)  Aug  31,  [308]  883;  Questions.  Mr. 
Jordan  ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Seeretary  fiir 
Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  Sepil^ 
1401;  -StfjD/ 21,  [309]  1091 

Glengariffe  Dispensary,  Qnestion,  Mr.  E. 
Harrington ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Seeretaiy 
for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  ilioka^Sleaeh) 
Sept  7,  [308]  U61 

Inehigeelagh  Dispensary  —  Medical  BtUtf, 
Question,  Dr.  Tanner ;  Answer,  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Miohael  Hieki* 
Beach)  ilf/p  31,  [308]  89i 

Parliament  ART  Electioxb  (Ibblahd) 

Assistant  Revising  Barristers^  Qoestloni,  Mr. 
Lewis,  Mr.  Maurice  Ilealy,  Mr.  Clancy : 
Answers,  The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Holmes)  Aug  26,  [308]  53U 

List  of  Voters — Xorth  Leiirim,  Qaestion,  Mr. 
Conway;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Irelnnd  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- Beach)  Snl  3. 

[308]  1179  '^ 

Polling  Places  in  South  Donegal,  Qnmtitw, 
Mr.  B.  Kelly ;  Answer,  The  Attorney  Ge- 
neral for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  Sm  16, 
[309]  587 

Polling  Places  in  North  Manofhan,  Qoeatloa, 
Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  Answer,  The  Attorney 
(leneral  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  8gs>i  \X 
[309]  178 

i^EGISTRATIOX  OF  VOTBIUI  (IeBLAXD) 

Registration  of  Voters  (Ireland)  Aet^  I88S— 
Expenses  of  Preparing  Lists — FsyaiMl  «f' 
Oficials—Mountbellew  Union,  QoettioB,  Mr. 
Harris  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- Beach)  Sni  7, 
[308]  1475  '^ 

Sittings  of  Courts  of  Revision,  Co.  Ifsucyl— i 
Questions,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  Answer*,  The 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holaeee) 
Sept  6,  [308]  1320 


lEE 


lEE 


(SESS    ION    2,     1886} 
308—309. 


IBE      ntE 


Ireland — Registration  of  Fo<^*— cont. 

Ramelton  Revision  Cmtrt,  Co.  Donegal f  Qaes- 
lion,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor  ;  Answer,  The 
Attorney  General  lor  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes) 
Sfpt  7,  [308]  1473 
South  Tijrone  Revision  Court,  Question,  Mr. 
Maurice  lloaly  ;  Answer,  The  Attorney 
(leneral  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  Sept  6, 
[308]  1319;  Question,  Mr.  F.  O'Brien; 
Answer,  The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Holmes)  Sept  13,  [309]  181 

[See  title  He  presentation  of  the  People 
Act,  1884] 

Ireland  (South -West) 

Sir  Rrdvers  BuUer^  Special  Commissioner 
of  Police,  Questions,  Mr.  E.  K.  Kussell, 
Mr.  John  Slorley,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  Answers, 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Mi- 
3o8]chacl  Hicks- Beach)  Aug  23,  270;  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  E.  il.  Russell ;  Answers,  The 
Chief  Secretary    for    Ireland  (Sir    Michael 

.  Hicks-Beach)  Aur/ 2i,  376;  Aug  26,  664; 
Questions,  Mr.  James  Stuart,  Mr.  O'Kelly, 
Mr.  Dillon  ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of 
State  lor  War  (.Mr.  W.  II.  Smith)  Aug  27, 

.  C(;G  ;  Question,  Mr.  Conybeare ;  Answer, 
The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Holmes)  ;    Question,    Mr.    E.   Harrington  ; 

.  [no  reply]  Aug  30,  793  ;  Question,  Air.  J. 
O'Connor  (lij>perary,  S.) ;  Answer,  The 
Chief   Secretary  for    Ireland  (Sir    Michael 

.  Hicks- Beach)  ylu^  31,  897  ;  Questions,  Mr. 
M.  J.  Kenny,  Mr.  Cox  ;  Answers,  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Uieks- 
Heach)  Sept  H,[309]  340 
Jnchision  of  Clare,  (Question,  Mr.  Jordan; 
Answer,  'I  he  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  Sept  2,  [308] 
1076 

Board  of  Works  (Ireland) 

Inert ase  0/  Grant  for  SchoolhouseSf  Clare 
J  si  and,  Co.  May  Of  Question,  Mr.  Doasy  ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  Jackson)  Sept  14,  [309]  334 

Loan  for  a  yafional  School,  MUtown  Malhay, 
Question,  Mr.  Uwyer  Gray  ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson) 
Sept  2,  [308]  1081 

Proposed  Royal  Commission-^ Xamet  of  the 
Commissioners,  Question,  Mr.  Murphy  ;  An- 
swer, 'i'he  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Lord 
Randolph  Churchill)  Sept  26,  [309J  1354 

Educatiox  (Trkland) 

Board  of  Jnterincdiate  Education — Propor' 
tionah:  Expenses,  Question,  Mr.  Clancy ; 
Answer,  'i  lie  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Sir  Michael  11  icks- Beach)  Aug  20,  [308J 
637 

77o?  Assistant  Commissioners,  Questions,  Mr. 
Claticy;  Answers,  'ihe  •  hiet  Secretary  tor 
Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  Sept  10, 
[309]  0;  S"pt'22,i2o0 

Disuiissal  oj  Mr.  J.  O.  Fitzgerald,  Question, 
Mr.  It.  Tower  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary 
lor  ireland  (Sir  ^Iiehael  Hicks- Beach)  Sept  2, 
[308 j  1U60;  —  Resignation  of  Dr.  Sewell, 
tiuestion,  Mr.  It.  Tower;  Answer,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach)  Sept  2,  [308]  1086 


Irrland— J5(iK«a<t(m— cent. 

Irish' Speaking  Districts,  Questions,  Mr.  W. 
A.  Maodonald,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  Mr. 
Sexton  ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Ilicks-Beach)  Sept  7, 
[308] 1477 

Limerick  Model  School,  Question,  Mr.  U.  J. 
Gill;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  Sept  16, 
[309] 607 

National  School  Teachers  (Ireland)  Act — Con- 
dition  of  Teachers,  Question,  Mr.  John 
O'Connor  (Tipperary,  S.)  ;  Answer,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael 
Uicks-Beach)  Sept  7,  [308]  1469 

Industrial  Schools  {Ireland)  Act-~School  at 
Kilrush,  Co.  Clare,  Question,  Mr.  Jordan  ; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Sir  Michael  Ilicks-Beach)  Sept  20,  [309] 
064 

Fisheries  (Ibeland) 

Fishery  Commissioners — Trawling  in  Oalway 
Bay,  Question,  Colonel  Nolan  ;  Answer, 
The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Holmes)  Aug  30,  [308]  795  ;  Question,  Sir 
Thomas  Ksmonde  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Uicks- 
Beach)  Sept^,  1180 

The  Herring  Fisheries  on  the  South  Coast, 
Question,  Mr.  Clancy  ;  Answer,  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach)  Aug  26,  [308]  638 

Sea  and  Coast  Fisheries  (Ireland) 

Loans  to  Fishermen — 2  he  West  and  Nbrt^ 
West  Coast,  Questions,  Mr.  Clancy  :  Answerst 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach)  Aug  31,  [308]  887  ;  Sept  10, 
[309] 6 

Trawling  in  Baniry  Bay — Grievances  of  ths 
Trammel  Net  Fishermen,  Observations,  Mr. 
Gilbooly ;  Reply,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- Beach)  Sept  18, 
[309]  047 

Inland  Nayioation  and  Drain aqb  (Ireland) 

Drainage  of  the  Bann,  Questions,  Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
Atig  26,  [308]  643 ;  —  The  Lower  Bann, 
Question,  Mr.  Pinkerton  ;  Answer,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach)  Aug  31,  [308]  889  ;  Question, 
Mr.  Pinkerton ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  Sept  17,  [309] 
778 

The  River  Barrow,  Qoesttons,  Mr.  Arthur 
O'Connor,  Mr.  W.  J.  Corbet;  Answers,  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson), 
'Jhe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Lord 
Randolph  Cburehill),  The  Chief  SeoreUry 
for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hioks  -  Beach) 
^^g  23,  [308]  264 

Drainage  of  Lough  Erne,  Questions,  Mr.  Jor- 
dan ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury (Mr.  Jackson)  Aug  30,  [308]  784  ; 
Sept  7,  1477  ;  Question,  Mr.  Jordan ;  An- 
swer, The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir 
Michael  Uicks-Beaob)  Sepi  10,  [309]  8 
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Ibelaxd— fO^f. 
LABorBERS  (Ireland)  Acts,  1883  ash  1885 

Ardee  Union,  Schemes  in  the — The  Local  Go- 
vernment Board  Inquiry  under  the  Act, 
Question.  Mr.  T.  P.  Gill  ;  Answer,  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  liicks- 
Boach)  iSept  17,  [309]  708 

Donaghmore  Union, Schemes,  The — Action  of 
the  Local  Government  Boardy  Question, 
Mr.  William  Macdonald;  Answer,  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Ilicks- 
Boach)  Sept  9,  [308]  17-18 

Fermoy  Union  Scheme,  The,  Question,  Mr. 
Hooper;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  Sept  21, 
[309]  Ills 

KUmallock  Guardians  Scheme,  The,  Questions, 
Mr.  Finucane;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
Sept  13,  [309]  16G ;  Sept  22, 1202  ;  Question, 
Mr.  W.  Abraham  (Limerick,  W.);  Answer, 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach)  Sept  10,  597 

Macroom  Union  Scheme,  Question,  Dr.  Tan- 
ner ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  Aug  20, 
[308]  640 

Newcastle  Gitardians — Scheme  at  Abbey feile. 
Question,  Mr.  William  Abraham  (Limerick, 
W.) ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)   Sept  10, 
[309]  14 

Oldcastle  Union  Scheme,  Question,  Mr.  Ma- 
hony  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- Beach)  Sept  17» 

[309]  707 
Sligo   Union — The  Guardians,  Question,  Mr. 
P.   McDonald ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
Septl3y  [309]  102 

Lunatic  Asylums  (Ireland) 

Central  Lunatic  Afylum,  Dundrum — Adver^ 
tisement  for  a  Kitchenmaid^  Question,  Mr. 
Donal  Sullivan  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
Sept  17.  [309]  775 

Maryboioiigk  District  Lunatic  Asylum,  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  Lalor;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Ilicks-Beach) 
Aug  23,  [308J  274  ;  Sept  7,  1471 

Monaghan  Lunatic  Asylum,  Questions,  Mr. 
Patrick  O'Brien  ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Ilicks-Beach) 
Sept  9,  [308J  173(1  ;  Sept  14,  [309]  334 

Richmond  Lunatic  Asylum^  QueHtiouM,  Mr.  W. 
J.  Corbet ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
Sept  10.  [309]  68G 

Dintrict  Asylums — Salary  of  Oj/icials,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Barry  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secre- 
tary lor  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach) 
Sept  9,  [308]  1743 

Piers  and  IIaubouus  (Ireland) 

Arklow  Harbour  Works,  Question,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Corbi't  :  AuHwer,  The  Secretary  to  the 
Trt-aj-ury  (Mr.  .laekson)  St'pt  I'i,  [309]  172 

The  riers  at  Baltimore  Barbour,  Quistion, 
Mr.  Giihooly ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the 
J^oard  of  Trado  (Baron  Henry  De  Worms) 
^V^«  21,  [309]  1100 

leant. 


Ibrland— Jf\«rf  and  Far&otcrf— cent. 

The  East  Pier  of  KingHown,  QuestioD.  Sir 
Thomas  Esmonde  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  Aug  31,  [308] 
882 

Commission  on  the  Development  of  the  Re* 
sources  of  Ireland — UaAxmrs  <m  the  Wist 
Coast,  Question,  Mr.  P.  M' Donald ;  Antwer, 
The  Secretary  to  the  Treasary  (Mr.  Jackson) 
Sept  2\,  [30^1  WOI 

Unexpended  Grants,  Question,  Mr.  Clancy ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treatnry  (Mr. 
Jackson)  Sept  9,  [308]  1736 

Fishery  Piers  and  Harbours  (Ibblaxd) 

Bundoran  Pier,  Questions,  Mr.  Bernard  Keliy  : 
Answers,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treasary 
(Mr.  Jackson)  Sept  10,  [309]  9;  Sept  U, 
335 

Cappagh  Pier,  Kilrush,  Question,  Mr.  Jordan  ; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  Sept  10,  [309] 
22  ;  Question,  Mr.  Jordan :  Answer,  The 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes) 
Sept  13, 185 

Culdaff  Salmon  Fishery  Pier,  Qnestiona,  Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor ;  Answers,  The  Secretary 
to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  Auff^O,  [308] 
786  ;  Question,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor ;  An- 
swer, The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach)  Sept  9, 1710 

Pier  at  Enniscrorie,  Co.  Sligo,  Queationi,  Mr. 
Sexton,  Mr.  P.  McDonald;  Answert,  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jaokaon) 
Sept  10,  [309]  16 

Oreystones  Harbour,  Qnestion,  Mr.  W.  J.  Cor- 
bet ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Treaaoiy 
(Mr.  Jackson)  Sept  13,  [309]  173 

Red  Bay  Pier,  Co.  Antrim,  Question,  Mr. 
Biggar ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  Sept  16, 

[309]  682 

Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1881 

The  Board  of  Works — Loam  to  eertain  Ten' 
ants,  Question,  Mr.  £.  Harrington  ;  An- 
swer, The  Secret:iry  to  the  Treasary  (Mr. 
Jackson)  Sept  20,  [309]  080 
The  Royal  Commission  to  Inquire  into  Wort' 
ing  of  Act — Names  of  the  Commissumere^ 
Question,  Mr.  T.  W.  Knssell ;  Answer.  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael 
Ilicks-Beach)  Sept  21.  [309]  1111 

Land  Purchase  (Ireland)  Act,  1885 

Advances,   Question,    Mr.   Ilnnter:    Antwer 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Micbac 
Hicks-Beach)  Sept  16,  [309]  587  ;  Qaestion 
Mr.  Mahony ;   Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  ( Sir  Michael  Hicks-Iicacb)  Sept  17, 
767 
SfC.  23 — Purchaseri  of  OUhe  Lands,  Qnea- 
tion,  Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny ;   Answer,  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Uicks- 
Beach)  Sept  13,  [309]  103 

Poor  Law  (Ireland) 

Bantry  Board  of  Guardiam,  Qoestiont,  Mr. 
Giihooly  ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Uicks-Bcach) ;  Qom- 
tion,  Mr.  Ucaly  [no  reply]  S9I S,  [joS]  106S 
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Ireland — Poor  Law^cont. 

Cork  Union — Stjwawauf  from  Liverpool,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Maurice  Ilealy ;  Answer,  The 
Cliii'f  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael 
Ilicks-Boach)  Srpt  3,  [308]  1173 

Xewry  Union — Poor  Kate  for  the  Camlough 
Division^  Question,  Mr.  Alexander  Blane  ; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Sir  Michael  llicks-Beach)  Sept  3,  [308] 
1178 

R'lthdnivn    Union—  Unsanitary   State  of   the 

Workhouxe,  Questions,  >ir  Thomas  Esmonde ; 

Answers.  Tho   Cl)ief  Secretary  for    Ireland 

(Sir   Michael    llicks-Reach)  Aug  24,  [308] 

372;  Sept  21,  [309]  lO'JO 

Post  Office  (Ireland) 

Post'il  Arrangements  in  Co.  Cavan,  Question, 
Mr,  iiii:c:ar  ;  Answer,  The  Postmanter  Ge- 
neral (Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  16,  [309]5?3 

Commintication  between  Cape  Clear  and  Shor- 
kin  hinnds  and  the  Mainland^  Question, 
Mr.  (Iilhooly  ;  Answer,  Tho  Vice  President 
of  the  Council  (Sir  llenry  Holland)  Sept  21, 
[309I 1101 

Arrnwjevients  in  Co.  Meath^  Question,  Mr. 
O'llanlon  ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral (Mr.  llaikes)  Sept  9,  [308J  1732 

De/ivt'ries  at  Graignc,  Co.  Kilkenny,  Question, 
^Ir.  Cliance;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  Ge- 
neral (Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  22,  [309]  1362 

Accommodation  at  GrangegeitU,  Question,  Mr. 
O'llanlon;  Answer,  Tho  Vice  President  of 
the  Council  (Sir  lleury  Holland)  Sept  21, 
[30911110 

Mad  Service  to  Kildysart,  Co.  Clare,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Jordan  ;  Answer,  The  Vice  Presi- 
<ient  of  tho  Council  (Sir  llenry  Holland) 
.V/>fLM),  [3093071 

Stih- Postal  District  of  Kilmurry  M^Mahon, 
Co.  Cl'ire,  Question,  Mr.  Jordan  ;  Answer, 
Tho  Vire  President  of  tho  Council  (Sir 
Henry  Holland)  Sept  21,  [309]  1090 

Fo-^t-il  I'\iciliti''s  at  Kinsale,  Question,  Mr. 
Hooper  ;  An  wer,  Tho  Postmister  General 
(Mr.  Raikc*)  Sept  0,  [308J  1737 

S/\i(>f>tr>yn  and  J  kilt  i  more  Mail  Car,  Qucs- 
Liun,  Dr.  Kenny  ;  Answer,  The  Vice  Presi- 
d<nt  of  the   Council    (Sir   Henry  Holland) 

Sept  21, [309J  1101 

Personnel 

Mr.  W.  A/iern,  Postal  Surveyor  of  the  Xorth- 
cm  Division,  Question,  Mr.  Sheohan  ;  An- 
swer, The  Postmaster  General  (Mr.  Raikes) 

>>•-/  17,    309]  772 

T/i''  Pos.'hi'iffer  at  Kildysart,  Co,  Clare,  Ques- 
ii(  ns,  Mr.  Jordan  ;  Answers,  The  Post- 
ni.'ister  (ieneral  (Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  10,  [309] 
3  ;  Sept  17,  7S1 

The  Sub- Postmaster  of  Stradbally,  Co.  Water- 
ford,  Question,  Mr.  P.J.  Power;  Answer, 
Tho  Postmaster  General  (Mr.  Raikes) 
Sept  17,  [309]  7C6;  Question,  Mr.  P.  J. 
Power;  Answer,  Sir  Herbert  .Maxwell  (A 
Lord  of  the  Treasury)  Sept  21,  1123 

Alloiva'tces  to  Postmasters,  ^'C.,  at  Head  Post 
Offices,  Question,  .Mr.  Shcehan  ;  Answer, 
Tho  Postmaster  General  (Mr.  Raikes) 
Sept  17,  [309]  "^1 

[oont. 


Ireland — Personnel — cont. 

The  Parcel  Pott — Non-Payment  of  Salaries 
Sub- Postmasters  and  Letter  Receivers t  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Clancy  ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster 
General  (Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  22,  [309]  1268 

Limerick  Post  Ojffice — Salaries  of  the  fyetter 
Carriers  and  Clerks,  Question,  Mr.  Henry 
Gill ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  General 
(Mr.  Raikes)  Aug  27.  [308J  669 

Surveyors*  Clerks,  Question,  Mr.  Conway ; 
Answer,  The  Vice  President  of  the  Council 
(Sir  Henry  Holland)  Sept  20,  [309]  967 

Telegraph  Department 

Belfast  —  Telegraph  Clerks,  Questions,  Mr. 
Sexton  ;  Answers,  The  Postmaster  General 
(Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  10,  [309 J  7 

Charlestown,  Co.  Mayo,  Question,  Mr.  Dillon  ; 
Answer,  The  Postmaster  General  (Mr. 
Raikes)  Sept  17,  [309]  771 

Miss  B.  Duffy,  Question,  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde ; 
Answer,  Tho  Postmaster  General  (Mr. 
Raikes)  Aug  31,  [308J  887 

Telegraph,  Station  at  Maguiresbridge,  Co.  Fer- 
managh, Question,  Mr.  H.  Campbell  ;  An- 
swer, The  Postmaster  General  (Mr.  Raikes) 
Sept  16,  [309]  588 

Railways  (Ireland) 

Qirvan  and  Porlpatnck  Railtcay,  Question, 
Mr.  Hugh  Klliot ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Henry  De  Worms) 
Sept  6.  [308]  1321 

Midland  Great  Western  Railway — Poor  Bar- 
vestmen.  Question,  Mr.  J.  F.  X.  O'Brien  ; 
Answer,    The    Secretary    to  the   Board  of 
Trade  (Baron  Henry  De  Worms)  Sept  13, 
[309]  1«4 

Parsonstown  and  Portumna  Bridge  Railway, 
Questions,  Mr.  Harris  ;  Answers,  The  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson) 
Sept  13,  [309]  167 

Law  and  Justice  (Ireland) 

A  Convict  DepSt,  Taylor's  Bill,  Co.  Galway, 
Question,  Mr.  Pinkerton ;  Answer,  Tlie 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael 
llicks-Beach)  Sept  1,  [308J  990 

Administration  of  Justice,  Observations,  Mr. 
Tuite  :  Keply.  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
lan<l  (Sir  Michael  llicks-Beach) ;  short  debate 
thereon  Sept  9,  [308]  1774 

Alleged  Assault  on  Dr.  D* Alton,  of  Branmore, 
Question,  Mr.  Sheehy  :  Answer,  The  Attor- 
ney General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes) 
Sept  9,  [308]  1735 

Conviction  at  Millstreet  Petty  Sessions,  Ques- 
tion, Dr.  Tanner ;  Answer,  Tho  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  Sept  *J, 
[308]  1729 

Court  of  Bankruptcy— Compounding  Dehton, 
Question,  Mr.  M.  Healy  ;  Answer,  The 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes) 
Sept  2,  [308]  1078 
Mr,  C.  n.  James,  late  Official  Assignee,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Peter  M* Donald  ;  Answer,  Tho 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (.Mr.  Jackson) 
^«^  23,  [308]  260  ;  Questions,  Mr  Peter 
M*Donald  ;  Answers,  The  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  Aug  31,  886  ; 
Sept  18,  [309]  161 ;  Sept  21,  1094 
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Ibxland — Law  and  Justiee—eont, 

Dublin  Commission  Court  Bouse,  Question, 
Mr.  Peter  McDonald ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tarT  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  Aug  31, 
[308]877 

Sessional  Crown  Solicitor ,  Co.  Fermanagh^ 
Question,  Mr.  Jordan ;  Answer,  The  At> 
tornoy  General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes) 
Sept  17,  [309]  782 

Case  of  Cronin^ Convicted  of  "Moon- 
lighting** Questions,  Mr.  Stack,  Mr.  Sexton; 
Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  Sept  22,  [309] 
1252 

Arrest  of  Mr,  Mortimer  Doylf,  Question,  Sir 
Thomns  Csmonde  ;  Answer,  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach)  Sept  20,  [309]  060 

Imprisonment  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Falty,  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  Ilayden,  Mr.  Tuite ;  Answers, 
The  A'torney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Holmes*)  Sept  17,  [309]  784  ;  Observations, 
Mr.  Dillon  ;  Ileplies,  The  Attorney  General 
for  In-lan<l  (Mr.  Holmes)  ;  Debate  thereon 
Sept  20.  1073  :  S'-pt  22,  1302 

Kilrush  Petty  Sessions — Illegal  Fishing— C'ise 
of  Mr.  Simon  MAiiliffe,  Question,  Mr.  Cox; 
Answer,  The  Attorney  ^Jeneral  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Holmes)  Sept  17,  [309]  705 

Firing  at  the  Person — Case  of  Denis  Murphy, 
Questions,  Mr.  Gilhooly,  Dr.  Tanner,  Mr. 
O'llea  ;  Answers,  'i  he  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  Sept  3,  [308]  1176 

Galway  Assizes  (Sligo),  Question,  Mr. 
Pinkerton  ;  Answer,  The  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  Atig  20,  [308]  531 

Munster  Winter  Assizes,  Questions,  Mr.  M. 
Ilealy,  Mr.  E.  Harrington  ;  Answers,  The 
Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes) 
Sept  2,  [308] 1079 
The  Barhavilla  Prisoners,  Observations,  Mr. 
Tuite,  Mr.  Speaker  Si'pt  9,  [308]  1756  ; 
Question,  Mr.  Tuite  ;  Answer,  The  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  Supt  10, 
[309]  26  :  Questions,  Mr.  Tuite,  Mr.  T.  D. 
Sullivan,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  Answers,  The  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Uolmes) 
Spt  13,  177 

The  Crossiiiaglen  Conspiracy — Release  of  the 
Conspirators,  Questions,  Mr,  Alexander 
Blane  ;  Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  lor 
Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  Sept  3, 
[308JII72 

The  EanisHllen  Magistrates — **  The  Queen  v. 
James  Phatr,"  Questions,  Mr.  Maurice 
Healy  ;  Answers,  The  Attorney  (Jeneral  for 
Irelnnd  (Mr.  Holmes)  Aug  27,  [308]  657; 
yfti/7  31,801 

The  Woodford  Prisoners  {Gahcay),  Question, 
Mr.  Sheehy  ;  Answer,  The  Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  Sept  9,  [308]  1752 

Trial  nf  the  Walters  {Belfast),  Quontion,  Mr. 
Maurice  Healy ;  Answer,  The  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  Aug  27» 
[308J  065 

The  Magistracy  (Ireland) 
Dr.  Barrett,  J. P.,  Question,  Dr.  Tanner  ;  An- 
swer, The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir 
Michael  Hiuks- Beach)  Sept  21,  [309]  II 09 

IcoHt. 


IRELAND' TTltf  Magistraey—conU 

Mr.  Gray,  of  Glenann,  Co.  Armagh,  Qaestkm, 
Mr.  Alexander  Blane ;  Answer,  The  Cbiel 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Miohmal  Iliflk*- 
Beach)  Aug  27,  [308]  656 

Mr.  Molony,  R.M.,  Co,  Mayo,  Qaeition.  Mr. 
Dillon  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- Beach)  Sipii, 
[308]  1080 

Mr,  Sinclair,  Jfeutry.  Question,  Mr.  Alexander 
Blane;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beaoh)  As^  27. 
[308]  656 

Mr.  Sproule,  J.P, — Fintona  Courthautet  Qoeo- 
tions,  Mr.  Dillon;  Answers,  The  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  Sept  16, 
[309]  599  ;  Sept  20,  971 

Cori  Magistrates,  The,  Question,  Dr.  Tanner ; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Seoretary  for  Ireland 
(Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  Aug  31,  [308] 
895 

Quarter  Sessions  at  TuUamore,  King*$  Co. — 
Removal  of  Documents^  Question,  Dr.  Fox  ; 
Answer,  The  Solicitor  General  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Gihsoo)  Sept  21,  [309]  1095 

The  Koyal  Irish  Constabulart 

District  Inspector  Davis,  of  Lougkrea^  Ca. 
Galway  ~  Alleged  R^eetion  on  CeUkalia 
Clergymen,  Quefittons,  Mr.  Sheehy ;  An- 
swers, The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Bvach)  Sept  10,  [309]  606 

Ex- Constable  Edward  M Enter,  Question,  Sir 
Thomas  Esmonde ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Se- 
cretary lor  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hioks- 
Beach)  Sept  10.  r309]  15 

Bead  Constable  Magee,  Question,  Mr.  Alex- 
ander Blane ;  Answer,  The  Attorney  Gene* 
ral  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  Aug  80,  [308] 
775 

District  Inspector  Tilly,  (^estion,  Mr.  Cox ; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Sir  Michael  HioksBeaoh)  Sepi  13,  [309] 
170 

Action  of  the  Police  at  Ballyrush^  Co,  &7ipe. 
Question,  Mr.  Seztoo ;  Answer,  The  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  llioks- 
Beach)  5<7><  10.  [309]  17 

Deductions  from  Pensions,  Qaestion,  Sir  ThOHMS 
Esmonde  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  Sepit^ 
[308]  1081 

Employment  ai  Evietiona,  Qaestion,  Mr. 
Shcfhy  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- Beach)  A^  33, 
[308]  276  ^ 

Inspectors  under  the  Exphricei  Act,  Qoeetioa, 
Mr.  William  Abraham  (Limerick,  W.);  An- 
swer, The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks- Beach)  ^fpf  0,  [308]  1788 

Xumbers  and  Religious  Compontiom  of  the 
Force,  Question, 'Mr.  Hooper;  Answer,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Mieha^ 
Hicks- Beach  )iS«r;»C  2,  [308]  1084  ;  QneatieM, 
Colonel  Sandys,  Mr.  Hooper;  Answers, The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks- Beach)  Sept  7, 1458 

Pri'Sfcutions  for  Drunkenn^n-^Circmiar^ftk^ 
Jntpectvr  General,  Qaettiioo,  Coloeel  baea* 
derson  ;  Answer,  The  Attorney  Geacral  te 
Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  Sept  31,  [309]  il8t 
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Ireland — The  Rnml  Irish  Cons  tabular  y^-cor\i, 

Thf  Force  hi  fl'/f'isf,  Qiiostions,  Mr.  Sexton, 
I^Ir.  Arthur  ()'ronnor  ;  AnawiT«,  Tho  ('hicf 
Socrotary  for  Irolnml  (sir  Michael  Ilicks- 
TVach.  Srj.f  0,  [.^08;;  1 72r» 

Tht'  PoHi-e  lit  (jiin,  Co.  Lim€r!ck\  Question, 
Mr.  W.  Ahrah.iin  (ijinerit-k,  W.)  :  Answer, 
Tho    Attiinu'v    (i«'nornl    for    Ireland    (Mr. 

iiM!Mi*-s)  .svy./  ir,,  1 309]  r)^.5 

Kriri  Po'ir,',  Co.  Muto,  Question,  Mr.  Deasy  ; 
Answer,  Tho  Chii't  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Sir  .Michael  IlicksBcach)  Sfpt  14,  r309] 
•Mi  I 

Ci>usta^v^'ir)j  Force  at  Mf^-ftrcet^  Co.  Cork, 
Qu<'>tion-<,  Dr.  Tanner  ;  Answers,  The  Chief 
Secret  I ry  for  Irelarnl  (Sir  Michael  Uicks- 
lienrli)  A'l^i  'H\,  '^^o81  All 
Th'*  M"fi''il  ^tdviifir  af  Ctsfl'bar,  Question, 
.Mr.  Cox  ;  Answer,  The  Ciiief  Secretary  for 
Irohind  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- Beachj  Sept  13, 
[309I  17'.> 
7V<-'  \'tt  riintrif  Surocouship,  Question,  Mr. 
Sexton  :  .Xnswor,  Tiie  Attorney  (leneral  for 
Ireland  (.Mr.  Holmes)  Sept  e,[3o8]  1311 

O./N'r  of  Al '.'•}}  and  Lane,  Suspects,  (i\iesi\oj\. 
Dr.  Tanner;  Answer,  Tha  Chief  Secretary 
for  Inland  (Sir  Michaql  IJicks-Bcach)  Sept  10, 

[309]  l-'J 
JU'-ifh   i>f    Thomin   FitZfj^rnhl,   a    Convict  in 
Moiit/f/m/  Prijtoii,   (jucNtion,   .Mr.   Sheehan  ; 
Answer,  I  he  Cinef  ^ecn-tary  for  Ireland  (Sir 
Michael  Ilieks-Ueach)  Sept  20,  [309]  UTS 

K'l/.'Uny  ^w',io' — lielifjions  Provision  fur  Pret- 
I'lti  ri-fii  Prifioiurs,  Que.'*tions,  .Mr.  T.  W. 
Unssoli  ;  Answers,  Tin*  (.'hief  Secretary  for 
Im'I.umI  (Sir  .Michael  Ilicks-Iicach)  Sept  17, 

[.-,09;  7()S 

Oin'.rml,  (tf  FfVi'r  in  }fnrt/horvitnh  Gnof.Clwen- 
tnMivi,  Mr.  Ailhur  (»'Ci»nnor  :  .Answers,  The 
f'iiiel  Srcreiary  lur  iM'l.ind  (.Sir  Michael 
n.rk-«  r..-.udi)  S.pt  -J,  [.:?o8|  \0^\) 
/'■'.'l^.  ill,  i)i  M.iri.lii.iKti-jh  (I'liof,  Question, 
.Mr.  .\rtl.ur  OTonnor  ;  .Vnswer,  Tne  Chief 
Si'frit;iry   tor    Ir'l.md   ^**ir   Michael  Hicks- 

r..'iri)   .<rj.t  'J,  [30.S]   H)1J(» 

P'-'t  »v  ( Irt'-'iifl)  A^f—  Cosing/ of  Omnnh  Gaol, 
\*r.' >ii<>ii,  Lord  Krnest  Hamilton;  Answer, 
The  .XttoiiH'V  (Ictieral  f«>r  Ireland  (Mr. 
llolnie.-;  .S/./ 22,  [300]  1263 

Prisoi.s  'lift I, Ills  Arts  I?77 — Refnndinft  err- 
ill  n  Lrtif?,  Qui'stion,  Mr.  Cox;  Answer, 
Tho    Atti-rnoy    (i«-n«Tal    for    Ireland     (Mr. 

llnitn.'"'    S' p'  \:s,  [^,09]  1^(> 

lii  -'  I'/ntn'zitinn — !iici'"is-  of  S'll'iries  of  OJi' 
el  1/.*,  (^uihtion,  Mr.  M'Carlan  ;  Answer, 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Irelaiid(Sir  MicbacI 
Hicks- Bcach^  Sti/'t,  [308J  1477 

Crim::  .vnd  <>;  tkaj.k  (Ikel.vnd) 

Alt'  ni ;,''•■{  1)1.^1 'irhince  at  GVfotd,  Co,  Armagh, 
(iue.viinn,  Mr.  Alexander  IJlane  ;  Answer, 
'I  h«'  Chief  Secretary  tor  Indand  (Sir  ^iicbael 
Hick.-r.each)  A'oj  27,  [308J  iioo 

Flrlnn  lit  thr  Person,  Derr\i<jonn€Uy,  Co.  Fer- 
in'Ui'i'jfi,  i^ue.<«tion,  Mr.  Jordan  ;  Answer, 
Tho    Attorney    <ieneral   for  Irclind    (Mr. 

lloiiufs)  Sept  7.  I308J  1404 

letmi. 


Ireland— con^ 
Biots  at  Belfast,  Th$ 

Questions,  Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  An- 
swers, The  Chief  Secret.^ry  for  Ireland  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks- Beach)  Ann  20,  r3o8]  657 

The  Commission  0/  Intpiirp — Additional  Mem- 
bers.  Questions,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  John  Mor- 
ley  :  Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land(Sir  Michael  IHckK-Beach)^!!^  10.  [308] 
90  ;  Antf  20,  10.'»;  Questions,  Mr.  Sexton  ; 
Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Sir  Michael  Hicks- Beach)  Ami  23,  273 

Chargt's  agninsf  the  Conftalnihiry,  Questions, 
Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Healy  ;  Answers,  The  At- 
torney General  for  Ireland  fMr.  Holmes) 
Mi'j  23,  [308]  272  ; — Casnalties,  Questions, 
Mr*.  T.  I).  Sullivan,  Mr.  Sexton  ;  An.swers, 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  In*l:in<l  (Sir  Michael 
llicks- Beach)  AmJ^kl,  ^308]  832 

Renewal  of  the  Riotii,  Question,  Mr.  Ewart  ; 
Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  Sept  20,  [309] 
082 

Attack  on  the  Davis  Street  Police  Barracks, 
Questions,  Mr.  Ewart,  Mr.  Sexton;  Answers, 
Tho  Chief  .Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach)  Sept  21,  [309I  1119 

Expenses  of  the  Royal  If ospit'il,Q,ucfiiions,  Mr. 
Sexton,  .Mr.  T.  1*.  O'Connor  ;  Answers,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks- Beach)  Sept  9,  [308]  1727  :  Observa- 
tions, Mr.  Sexton  ;  Reply,  Tho  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill), 
1772 

Compensation  for  Damage  to  the  Royal  Hos- 
pital, Question;*,  Mr.  sVxton  ;  Answers,  Tho 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Lord  Ran- 
dolph Churchilh,  The  Chief  .Secretary  for 
Ireland  (^ir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  Sept  13, 
[309 J  i8iJ 

Constable  Malone,  Questions,  .Mr.  Macartney, 
Mr.  M'Carlan;  Answers,  Tho  Attorney 
(ienoral  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  Sept  6, 
[308]  i.'idS 

Cypher  Teh'prams,  Question,  Lord  Henry 
Bruce  ;  Ariswer,  Tho  Chiet  Secretary  for 
Ir*lan>l  ("^ir  Michael  Hicks- Beach)  Sept  3, 
[3o8]n3.-» 

Grand  Jury  of  Antrim,  Question,  Mr.  Sex- 
ton ;  Answi-r,  Tho  Attorney  (loiieral  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  Ilolmej.)  Sept  21 ,  [309)  1 1 14 

Loss  of  Eniptin/ment  by  C-Uhuhc  ll'vrkpeople. 
Questions,  .Mr.  Sexton,  .Mr.  T.  W.  RusKell  ; 
Answers,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Sir  Michael  Ilicks-Beach)  'Sepi  9,  [308] 
1725 
Trial  of  Prisoners,  Questions,  Mr.  Maurice 
Mealy;  Answers,  The  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  (Mr.  Holmea)  Aug  20,  [308]  530 

Biot  at  Galuay— Alleged  Casualty,  Questionp 
Mr.  T.  W.  Kassell  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Se- 
oretiry  for  Ireland  (Sir  Miobael  ilicks- Beach) 
Sept  17,  [309)  788 

Hiots  at  RatltfrUand,  Co,  Down,  Queitioni,  Mr. 
H.  Campbell ;  Anawera,  The  Attomej  Ge» 
neral  for  Ireland  (Mr.  IIoloMi)  Sept  IS. 
[3093172;  5^/7114,333 

Mrs.  Morony,    Jfiitown  Maikmt^j 
ChargUf  QoMtioiiy  Hr.  Jo 
The  Chief  SasMUrj  fbr  I 
A!|«.20,[3< 
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Ibblaxd— <;on^. 
Evictions  (Ireland) 

At  Garrison^  Co.  Fermanaghf  Questions,  Mr. 
William  lledmon'l  ;  Annwers,  Tho  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Ilicks- 
Bench)  Sept  2,  [308]  1069 

At  Oweedore,  Co.  Donegal,  Questions,  Mr. 
Arthur  O'Connor ;  Answers,  Tho  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach)  Aug  23,  [308]  26.) ;  Question,  Mr. 
O'Hea  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Ilicks- Beach)  Sept  3, 
1182 

In  Kilkenny  Co.,  Question,  Mr.  Chance  ; 
Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Sir  Michael  Ilioks- Beach)  Sept  3,  [308] 
1178 

In  Wexford  Co.,  Questions,  Mr.  William  R'-d- 
mond,  Mr.  T.  C.  ILirrifniton  ;  Answein,  The 
Chief  Secretary  tor  In^land  (^ir  Michael 
Hicks- Beach)  ^117  26,  [308]  555 

On  Lord  Clanriearde^ s  Estate,  Woodford,  Co. 
Galxvay,  Question,  Mr.  Harris  ;  Answer,  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach)  Aug  27,  [308]  669  ;  Question, 
Mr.  Sheohy  ;  Answer,  The  Attorney  Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  (Mr.  Holmes)  Sept  o',  1312  ; 
— County  Inspector  O'Brien,  Question,  Mr. 
Sheehy  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary  for 
Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks-Bench)  Aug  31, 
[308]  884 ;— Action  of  the  Police  at  Wood- 
jord,  Co,  Gal  way.  Question,  Mr.  Sheehy  ; 
Answer,  The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
(Mr.  Holmes)  Sept  9,  [308J  1735 

Employment  of  Gunboats  for  Conveyance  of 
Legal  Oficials,  Question,  Mr.  Gilhooly  ; 
Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
(Lord  George  Hamilton)  Sept  0,  [308J  1326 

Bantry  Board  of  Guardians,  The,  Question, 
Mr.  Gilhooly  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- Beach) 
Sept  2,  L308]  1U74 

Kildysart  Guardians,  Co,  Clare,  Questions, 
Mr.  Jordan,  Mr.  M.  J.  Kenny  ;  Answers, 
The  Chii'f  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  .Michael 
Ilioks-Beach)  Scpf'9,  [308]  1728 

The  Latest  Statistics,  Question,  .Mr.  l\'irnoll  ; 
Answer,  The  Chiet  Secretary  for  Irelan<l 
(Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach)  Sept  20,  [^09] 
984 

Ireland — Crime  and  Outrage  —  Tlie  Riots 
at  liclfifit — Kttnrn  of  Casual  ties 
Moved,  "  'i  hat  there  be  laid  before  this  House 
lieturn  ot  persons  killed  and  woundetl  in  the 
neent  riots  at  Bellast"  (The  Earl  l)e  La 
Warr)  Sipt  2,  [308J  1058  ;  after  short  debate, 
Motion  withdrawn 

Ireland — Fishery  Board— Report  of  the 
CommifiHiohers 
Moved,  "That  no  assistance  given  by  the  Go- 
vernment to  the  Irish  fisheries  will  prove  of 
permanent  benefit  unless  t))e  transport  and 
a  red  need  tare  of  carriage  ft)r  fish  to  the 
Kiiyihli  niaikets  is  duly  provided  for**  {The 
Earl  of  Ilowth)  Sept  20,  [309]  951  ;  Motion 
withdrawn 

1 


Ireland — Leaseholden 

Moved,  "  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  IloBie, 
all  leaseholders  in  Ireland  who  at  the  natarml 
expiration  of  their  leases  will  come  under 
tho  Land  Act  of  1881,  or  who  may  be  •nbjeet 
to  a  fluctuation  of  rent  during  the  term  of 
their  lease,  should  have  access  to  the  Land 
Commissioners  for  the  adjustment  of  their 
rents"  (The  Earl  of  Leitrim)  Sepi  9,  \3d&] 
1713  ;  after  short  debate,  Motion  withdrawn 

Ireland —  Parliamentary  EUetion9 — Thi 
Berry  Election 
Amcndt.  on  Committeo  of  Supply  Swpi  23, 
To  leave  out  from  *'  That/'  add  *'  in  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  it  is  expedient  and 
necessary  that  an  official  inquiry  ihonld  be 
held  into  the  conduct  ot  the  reaidrnt  magis- 
trate and  police  in  the  city  of  IkTry  on  the 
Cth  of  July  last,  when  it  ia  allegeil  that, 
under  the  orders  of  the  resident  magistrate, 
an  unwarrantable  attack  was  made  by  the 
police,  with  staves,  upon  a  number  of  re» 
spec  table  and  orderly  people  who  were 
assembled  on  the  steps  of  the  Imperial 
Hotel,  Londonderry,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
declaration  of  the  poll  at  the  city  of  Derry 
election  on  that  day  "  {Mr,  Charlet  Lettis) 
v,t  [309]  1270  :  Question  proposed,  **  That 
the  words,  Ac. ; "  after  debate,  Qnestioa 
put ;  A.  237,  N.  1 ;  M.  236  (D.  L.  46) 

Isaacs,  Mr.  L.  H.,  Newington^  IValwortk 
Army  Estimates — Volunteer   Corps    Pay  and 

Allowances,  [308]  1381 
Criminal  I^w — Kxcetisive  Sentence— -Case  of 

George  Parish,  [308]  1066 
Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord   Lien- 
tenant  of  Ireland,  [309]  433 
County  Court  Officers,  &o.  in  Ireland,  [joqI 
733  ^^ 

Local  Government  Board,  &c.  [309]  76 
National  Gallery,  [309]  836 

Is-VAcsox,   Mr.  F.  W.,  Tower  HamUU^ 
Stepney 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Addiesa  in  An- 
swer to,  Report,  [308]  1295 
Post  Office— Major  and  Minor  Department!, 

[309] ^^^ 
Tho  Medical  SUff,  [309]  943 

Islands  of  the  South  Pacific — aeo  South 

Pacific 

Jackson,  Mr.  W.  L.  (Secretazy  to  the 
Treasur}'),  Leeds^  JV. 
Civil  Service  Writers,  [308]  1468, 1479 ;  IjoqI 
591,1112 
Report  of  the  Departmental   Committee, 
[308]  257.  1725 
Crown  Land  Uevenues  —  Windsor  Forest  and 

I*ark — Food  for  Game,  [309]  970,  1260 
ExeJMc  Department— Inland  Kefenue  Offletrip 

[309]  ir.o 
Expiring  l^ws  Continuance,  2R.  [309]  399 
Finance,  &e. — Imperial  Tasation  oa  HmX 
Personal  Property,  [308]  778 
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Jacksox,  Mr.  W,  L. — eont. 

Uigh  Court  of  Justice — Returns  of  Cost  and 
Receipts  for  the  several  DlTisions,  [309]  163 
India — l)epreciation  of  Silver,  [308J  C63 
inland  Reveiiur — Income  Tax   upon   Married 

Women,  [308]  1461 
Inland      Uevonuo     Department    —    Outdoor 

Branch,  [309]  593 
Ireland — Questions 

Board  of  Works — Loan  for  a  National 
School,  Miltown  Malbay,  [308]  1081  ;— 
Increase  of  Grant  for  Building  Sohool- 
houses,   Clare  Island,  Co.  Mayo,  [309] 

Bowlin^r  Green  Mills,  Co.  Gal  way — Report 
of  Colonel  Smith,  R.E.,  [309]  846,  698 

Brchon  Lavr  —  He-constitution  of  the  Com- 
mission, [309")  778 

Civil  Service  Writers,  [309]  964 

Court  of  Haiikruptcy — Mr.  C.  H,  James, 
lato  Official  AsMignee,  [308]  260 

Customs  Service — Fort  of  Belfast,  [308] 
1U67 

Development  of  the  Resources  of  Ireland, 
Proposed  Commission  on  —  Ilarbours  on 
the  West  Coast,  [309J  1107 

Income  Tax — Overcharge — Edenagoe,  Co. 
Fermanagh,  [308]  1754 

Inland  Navisration  and  Drainage— Rivtfr 
Barrow,  [308J  204  ;— Lough  Erne,  [308] 
784,  1477  ;  —lower  Bann,  [309]  778 

Land — The  Board  of  W"orks  —  Loans  to 
certain  Tenants,  [309]  980 

Law  and  JuHtice — Dublin  Commission  Court 
House,  [308J  878 

Piers  and  Ilarbours — East  Pier  of  Kings- 
town, [308]  b82  ; — Unexpended  Grants, 
[308]  1736;  — Arklow  Harbour  Works, 
[309]  172 

Railways  —  Parsonstown  and  Portumna 
liri.ige  Railway,  [309]  107,  168 

Rolls  Office-Mr.  T.  F.  M'Conry,  [3093970 

Ireland — Fishery  Piers  and  Ilarbours — Ques- 
tions 
r.undoran  Pier,  Co.  Donrgal,  [309]  10,336 
Cuhlaff  Salmon  Pier,  [308J  786,  787 
Enniscrorio  Pier,  Co.  Sligo,  [309]  16,  17 
(irey stones  Harbour,  [309]  172 
Navy — Pay  of  Seamen — Loss  through  Depre- 
ciation of  Silver,  [308]  1734 
New  Forest — Sales  ol  Land,  [309]  12 

Parliament  —  Palace   of  Westminster — Elec- 
trical   Communication    in    the   House, 
[308]  1070 
SpiMkcr,  Kloction  of  a,  [308]  10 
I'arliaiiioiit — Quoeii's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308 J  873 
Ret'i.stration  of  Friendly  Societies— The  Regis- 
trar, [308]  1183 
Scotland  —  (Joneral    Register    House/  Edin- 
burgh— Engrossing  Clerks,  [309]  688 
Salmon    Fisheries — Rights   of    Fishing  in 
Perthshire,  [309]  1112 
Secret  Service    (Repeal),  Comm.  el.  1,  [308] 

1304,  1300;  3R.  1307 
Suppiv— Civil  Contingencies  Fund,  Ac.  [309] 
923 
Civil  Service  Commission,  [308]  1842, 1843, 

1844 
County  Court  Officers,  Ac.  in  Ireland,  [309] 

700,  701 
House  of  Commons  Offices,  [308J  1815 


Jacksoit,  Mr.  W.  L. — eofU, 

House  of  Lords  Offices,  [308]  1811 

Land  Commissioners  for  England,  [309]  34 

Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Household  of, 

[309]  267 
Mint,  including  Coinage,  [309]   107,  108, 

109 
Prisons,  Ireland,  [309]  737,  739  ;   Motion 

for  reporting  Progress,  742 
Public  Works  in  Ireland,  [309]  671.  677, 

678 
Registrar  General  of  Births,  do.  in  Ireland, 

[309]  609,  613 
Registry  of  Deeds,  Ireland,  [3091  698 
Report,  [309]  164,  165,  325,  326,  327,  328 
Stationery,  Printing,  die.  [309]  145 
Woods,  Forests,  and  Land  Revenues,  Ac. 

[309]  192,  194,  196,  198,  202,  207,  209 
Woods  and  Forests,  Department  of—  Adminis- 
tration of  the  Department,  [308]  1 790 

Japan 

Claims  of  British  Merchants  on  the  Japanese 
Government,  Question,  Mr.  Gent-Davis ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergusson) 
Sept  16,  [309]  683 

Concessions  to  German  Traders,  Question, 
Mr.  Brooke  Robinson ;  Ansvrer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir 
James  Fergusson)  Au^  27,  [308]  669 

Jennings,  Mr.  L.  L.,  Stockport 

Egypt— British  Trade  with  the  Sondan,  [308] 

1086 
India  (Finance,  dKS.)~Import  Duty  on  Cotton 

Goods,  [308]  1470 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308J  316 

Johnston,  Mr.  W.,  Belfast,  8. 

Ireland  —  Commissioners   of   Irish    Lights  — 
Attendance  of  IJght  Keepers  at  Dirine 
Service.  [308]  658 
Crime  and  Outrage — The  Riots  at  Belfast, 
[308]  667 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  204,  228,  229,  429 

Jordan,  Mr.  J.,  Clare,  W. 

Army   Estimates  —  Clothing   Establishments, 
Senrices,  and  Supplies,  [308J  1463, 1464 
Commissariat,   Transport,   and    Ordnance 
Store  Establishments,  Wages,  Ao.  [308] 
1420 
Volunteer  Corps  Pay  and  Allowances,  [308] 
1386 
India — GoTernor  of  Madras,  [309]  9 

Ireland— Questions 

Crime  and  Outrage — Shooting  at  the  Per- 
son, Derrygon nelly,  Co.  Fernuuiagh.  [308] 
1 464  ; — Mrs.  Morony,  Miltown  Blalbay— 
Fictitious  Charges,  [309]  968 

Dispensaries— Ely  Dispensary,  [308]  1464; 
[309]  1091 

Evictions — Kildjsart  Ooardians,  Co.  Clare, 
[308]  1728 

Fishery  Fieri  and  HarboDn — Capptgh  Pier, 
Kilmtb,  [309]  23,  33, 185 
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I  Hr.  B.  L.  W.—MHt. 
iParka  cai  PtMUars  Garittni— Rtgent'l 
Ik— Uoiira  of  Opening,  [309]  1263 
pand  Commerce — Commeroinl  EduektioB, 
I]  1300 

,  Mr.  E.,    Cori  Co.,  iV.ff. 
r^Criminal   Prosecutiont,   An.   In    Ire- 
L'ltnd,(3Q9]331.32S 

I,  [30!.]  3iB 

Kiliolders  (Purchase  of  Fee  Simple] 

;J0B,  Mr.  BroadkiirtI,  Mr. 

V.  Jamtn   Boic/aadi,    Mr. 
HBM  EllU,  Mr.  FuUiton) 

!  reurt  l""  Aug2Z  [Bill  31] 

topped] 

rsB,  Eight  Hon.  0.  J.  Shaw,  Brad- 
ord.  Central 

Ud — Law  and  Jaitloe — tmprlwnineDt   of 
KtltBr  Fahf,  [309]  1301.  I3U 
*■    Uw— .Tnnjfer    of    Land.  ■{309]    1120, 
I1.II2S 

rBorl.ondon — A  Return,  [309]  983 
jfrlUmonc —  Prarojialion — He-aaisiaUing   of 
■  IlouM,  [309]  I3fl9 

tt — QucL'n'a  Speecti,  Addroia  la  An- 
,[308]  701,  703.700 
(Te^Suoceu  of  tho    SJipennj    Tele- 
■^inun  Sjrtlem,  [309]  036,  e37,  1267 
fc^ty— Uonie  of  Coonnon*  Offloes,  [30S]  1S2I, 

Wtr  or  Berlin  —  Article  LX  I.— Armenia, 
iDogl  343 

(HTOX,  Mr.  8.,  Shropthire,  Otwettry 

^opolu— Temple  Bar,  [308]  STO 


rt(InUDd},  Rei.  [308]  1713,  ITIB 
iE,  Sir  B.,  Keruinglan,  N. 


falttration  of  India — A  Bojral   Com- 
.on,[3o8]  M74 
I   UvmoTnl   uf  ihe  Carernmenl 


Liwii,  Mr.  C.  E.— cunt. 
Sopplf — Clilef  SeorelnrT   to  the   Lord  Lion- 

tenant  of  Ireland,  [309]  309 
Supply— Order  of  taking  ths  E«timat«I,  [309] 

346 
Tenant!  Relief  (Ireland),  2R.  [309]  1009 

Life    Iniurancf    Componiei  —  Etlurn    of 
Aceountt 

Queilion,  Dr.  Clark:  Anlwor,  The  Secrelarj 
to  the  Unard  of  Traile  (Baron  llenr;  De 
Wonut)  A>/j[  3,  [308]  llOU 

Ligklhouu  TtluminanU — EjptrmenU  ai 
the  SoMth  Foreland 
Qaolion,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor:  Aniwer.  Th« 
Seoretnrr  10  the  Board  of  Trade  {Baron 
lionrr  1)0  Wormt)  Sept  13,  [309]  183! — 
The  Carreipondeau,  (Jueilioii,  .Mr.  T,  \V, 
Kuisell  :  Anaoer,  The  Secretarj  lo  tbe 
Board  of  Trade  (Baron  llenr;  De  Wormt) 
Sept  20,  [309]  003 

Linen  (Ireland)  Bill 

{Mr.  MiteartHCy,  Colonel  Sauitdirton,  Calarul 

Wari,^) 

e,  Conildered  in  Commilteo  :    Reiolution  agreed 

lo,  and   reported;   Bill  ordered;   read  1<* 

Aug  Si  [Bill  24] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

Lletellyk,  Mr.  E.  H.,  Somtrut,  N. 
Armf  EetiniBtes — Militia  Par  and  AlIowancH, 
[30B] 1347 

Loeal  Gotemmtnt  Bill — Lietneeifor  Salt 
of  Intoxicating  Liquori 

QuedioD,  Sir  Wilfrid  Lairion  :  Aniwer,  Tho 
Chnnoellor  of  the  Klebequer  (Lord  Elan- 
dolpb  Cbnrcbill)  Aag  20,  [30SJ  101 

Local  Govekmient  Board — President 
{*ei  EiTCKiE,  Eight  Hon.  0.  T.) 

LooAi.  QoTEBKUBNT  BoARD — Secretary 
to  (»M  LoKO,  Mr.  W.  H.) 

Local   GoTemment   Provisional  Orders 
(Connty  Divisions)  BUI 

[Mr.  Borhiu,  Mr.  Sla,„/eld) 
C.  Road  1°  *  ;  read  2°  ;  read  3°  Aug26  [Bill  32sJ 
(.  REBd  l''*(R,  jraUUgravi)  Aug  3U   (No.  167' 

RaodS**  Sept% 

Cominltloo  •  i  Report  Sept  6 

Knd  K*  •  Sept  7 

[t«r*l  A«eii(  Sept  -ii  {SO  Vict.  0.  ir] 

lesl  QflVerntnent  (Ireland)  FroTisioiutl 
Oidere  (PubUc  Beallta  Act)  (HO'  8) 
■=U  (Mt.  JfliH  i!<,rlii,.  Mr.  ffmry  R. 


JOB       KEN 
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KEN       EDC 


JoBOAir,  Mr.  J. — eont. 

Income  Tax— Overcharge — Edenagee,  Co. 
Fermanagh,  [308]  1764 

Industrial  Schools — School  at  Kilrush, 
Co.  Clare,  [309]  904 

Inland  Navigation  an(i  Drainage — Drainage 
of  Lough  Erne,  [308]  784, 1477  ;  [309]  8 

Law  and  Justice — Sessional  Crown  Soli- 
citor, Co.  Fermanagh,  [309]  782 

South-WcsC  District— Clare— Sir  Redvers 
Buller,  [308]  107C 

Ireland — Post  OflSce — Questions 

Mail  Service  to  Kildjsart,  Co.  Clare,  [309] 

971 
Postmaster  at  Kildysart,  Co.  Clare,  [309] 

3,4,781 
Sub-Postal  District  of  Kilmurry  M'Mahon, 
Co.  Clare,  [309]  1090 
Navy     Estimates  —  Miscellaneous     Services, 

[308]  1708,  1709 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  Report,  [308]  1267,  1258 
Supply — Criminal  Prosecutions,  Ac.  in  Ireland, 
[309]  669,  070,  680,  681,  682,  683 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland,  dec. 

[309]  601,  604  ;  Amendt.  606,  514 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Household  of, 

[309]  269 
Mint,  including  Coinage,  [309]  108 
Public  Works  in  Ireland,  [309J  673 
Queen's   and   Lord  Treasurer's    Remem- 
brancer in  Exchequer,  Scotland,  &c.  [309] 
227 

KAY-SnuTTLEvoRTH,  Eight  Hon.  Sir  XJ- 
J.,  Lancashire,   ClUheroe 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  830 

Kelly,  Mr.  B.,  Donegal^  S. 

India — Madras — lioani  of  Rovenuo  — Madura 
District,  [309]  1104 
Vijiaraghava  Chariar,  [309]  1103 
Ireland — Questions 

Commissioners    of  Irish   Lights — Donegal 

Harbour,  [309]  10 
FiMhery    Piers   and    Harbours — Bundoran 

Pier,  Co.  Donegal,  [309]  9,  336 
Law    and    Justice — Administration,  [308] 

1786 
Parliamentary   Elections— Polling  Places 
in  South  Donegal,  [309]  687 
Representation  of  the  People  Act,  1884 — Un- 
paid Extra  Remuneration,  [308]  1078 

Kenny,  Dr.  J.  E.,   Corky  S. 

Ireland — Law  and  Justice — Imprisonment  of 
Father  Fahy,  [309]  1317 
Post    Office  —  Skibbereen  and   Baltimore 
Mail  Car,  [309]  1101 

Kenny,  Mr.  M.  J.,  Tyrone,  Mid 

Army  Kstimates- Miscellaneous  Effective  Ser- 
vices, [308]  1688 
Out- Pensions,  [308]  1600 
Retired  Pay,  Ac.  [308]  1606,  1397 
War  Office,  [308]  1592 
Disturbances  at    Belfast  Inquiry,   2R.  [308] 
1622 


KxiTNT,  Mr.  M.  J. — eanl. 

Ireland  — Qaestiont 

Brehon  Law — Re-Gonstitation  of  tho  Com- 
mission, [309]  778 
Evictions — Kildysart  GoardUni,  Go.  CUre« 

[308]  1729 
Irish   Church  Act— Relief  of  Glebe  Par- 
chasers.  [308]  1068 
Land  Purchase  Act,  1885— Sec.  23 — Par- 
chasers  of  Glebe  Lands,  [309]  163 
I^w  and  Justioe— Imprisonment  of  Father 

Fahy.  [309]  1313 
South-West  District — Action  of  Sir  Red- 
vers Buller,  [309]  346 
Teachers  Pension   Act  —  Mn.  J.    Kellj. 
Mountfleld,  Co.  Tyrone,  Nationml  School » 
[309]  1098 
Royal  Commission  on  Public  Departmente— 
Out-door  Officials  of  Cnstomt  and  Ezeiie» 
[309]  981 
Secret  Service  (Repeal),  Comm.  eU  1,  \3ioiS\ 

1303  ;  d.  2,  1304 
Supply— Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord   Lien- 
tenant  of  Ireland,  [309]  377,  879,  383, 
406,  482,  483,  484 
Constabulary,  Ireland,  [309]  704 
County  Court  Officers,  Ac.  In  Ireland,  [309] 

726  ;  Amendt.  727,  728 
Criminal    Prosecutions,  Ac.    in    Ireland, 

[309]  662,  663 
Learned  Societies  and  Scientiflo 

tion,  [309]  761 
Local   Government  Board  in  Ireland,  Ac. 

[309]  613 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Hontehold  of, 

[309]  268,  271,  283 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade  Marks  Act, 

[309]  122 
Prisons,  Ireland,  [309]  734 
Report,  [309]  166, 326.  923,  926 
Royal  Irish  Academy,  [309]  891 
Science  and  Art  Department,  [309]  750 
Supply,  Res.  [308]  1302 
TenanU  Relief  (Ireland),  2R.  [309]  1185 

Kenyon,  Hon.  G.  T.,  Denbigh^  ^c, 

France— Arrest  of  Mr.  Farren,  a  British  Sub- 
ject, [308]  1751 

I.aw  and  Justioe  (England  and  Wales)-i-Circnit 
Arrangements — North  Wales— Elint  Assiaes, 
[308]  1462 

Owners  and  Occupiers  of  Land  (England  and 
Wales]— Incidence  of  Tithes,  [309]  981 

Post  Office  — Postmastersbips  — The  Welsh 
Language,  [308]  641 

Wales  (North)— Collection  of  Tithes,  [308 J  551 

EIenyon-Slaxey,  Lt.-Col.  W.,    Skrcp' 
ihire,  Newport 
Army  Estimates— Works,  Bnildingt^  A«.  mk 
Ilome  and  Abroad,  [308]  1580 

KiMBER,  Mr.  H.,  Wdndwortk 
Civil  Service  Clerks  and  Writers  —  Report  of 

the  Departmental  Committee,  [308]  17S5 
Gold  and  Silver  Uall-Markinf .  [308]  274 
Portsmouth   and  Uayling    Kailwaj,   Comid. 

[308J  1062 
Richmond   Park  —  TriejolM   ud   Bin«lM, 

[308J  879 


EIM       LAB 
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KiifBBR,  Mr.  II. — cont. 

Supply — Criminal  Prosecutions,  Ac.  in  Ire- 
land, [309]  3U 

Venezuela — Seizure  of  the  Ships  **  Henrietta  ** 
and  **  Josophiiio**  —  Claims  of  British  Sub- 
jects, [308]  379 

Kino,  Mr.  H.  S.,  Hull,  Central 

China  —  The  Chefoo  Convention  —  Anglo- 
Chinese  Convention,  Pckin,  [308]  890 

Civil  Service  (India) — The  Uncovenanted  Civil 
Service — Pensions,  [309]  967 

France — The  Customs  Law — Exactions  at  the 
Port  of  Rouen,  [309]  2 

» 

Kino-Harm  AN,    Colonel  E.   E.,     £"011(9 

hU  of  Thanet 

Merchant  Shipping; — Electric  Communication 
hetween  Lightships  and  the  Mainland,  [309] 
1088 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  91,  760  ;   Report.  1282 

Supply—  Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland, 
Ac.  [309]  633 

Tenants  Relief  (Ireland),  2R.  [309]  1052, 
1U3,  1170 

L-iBoucHERE,  Mr.  H.,  Northampton 

Army  —  Regimental  Bands  at  Political  Meet- 
ings  and    Public   Festivals,    [308]  370, 
14S0 
The  Force  in  Burmah  —  Reinforcements, 
[308]  2CG 
Army  Estimates— Militia  Pay  and  Allowances, 
[308J  134S,  1349 
Yeomnnrv  Cavalry   Pay  and    Allowances, 
[308]  1372 
Crown  Land   Revenues — Windsor  Forest  and 

Park— Food  for  Game,  [309J  970,  1200 
ln<iia  (Kinanoe,  <tc.) — Import  Duty  on  Cotton 

Goods,  [308]  1470 
Law  and  Police — Treatment  of  John  Williams 

in  llolloway  Prison,  [309]  1111 
Metropolis — Dwellings  of  the  Workinsf  Classes 

—  hemolilions  at  Chelsea,  [308]  893 
Parliament — Business  of  the   House —  Bills  of 
Private  Members,  [308]  1G6,  167 
Tenants  Relief  (Ireland)  Bill,  [309]  788 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,   Address  in  An- 
swer to,  Motion  for  Adjournment,  [308J  248, 
277,  822,  870,  871  ;  Report,  1164  ;  Amendt. 
1228 
South- Kajtern  Kuropo — Affairs  of  Bulsfaria — 

Action  of  the  Government,  [309]  1337 
Supply  —  Civil     Contingencies     Fund,     d;c. 
Amer.dt.  [309]  920 
Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad,  [309]  890 
House  of  Lords  Offices,  Amendt.  [joiSJ  1793, 

17J»5 
Island  of  Cyprus,  [309]  914 
Local  Government  Board,  d;c.  [309]  52,  65 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Household  of, 

[309]  265 
Miscellaneous  Expenses,  [309]  916 
Queen's  and    Lord  Treasurer's    Remem- 
brancer   in    Exchequer,    Scotland,   d(0. 
[309]  220  ;  Amendt.  223,  224 
Secret  Services,  fS^]  215 
Stationery,   Printing,  d;c.  [309]  142,  14d  ; 
Amendt.  146,  148 


Labouohbrb,  Mr.  U. — cont. 

Treasury,  die.  Amendt.  [308J  1824 
Woods,  Forests,  and  Land  Revenues,  d(0. 

[309]  194 
Works  and  Public   Buildings  Office,  [309] 
212 
Woods  and  Forests,  Department  of— Adminis« 
tration  of  the  Department,  [308]  1787,  1789 

Labourers  (Ireland)  Acts   Amendment 
Bill 

{Mr,  Richard  Power ^  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde,  Mr, 

Sheehj/,  Mr,  Sexton) 

€,  Ordered ;  read  1°  •  Aug  23  [Bill  311 

2R.  [Dropped] 

Lacaita,  Mr.  0.  0.,  Dundee 

Scotland  —  Municipal  Elections  —  Corrupt 
Practices,  [308]  1183 

Lafoxe,  Mr.  A.,  SouthwarJtj  Bermondsey 

Parliamentary  Franchise — Disabtlitiet  of  the 
Police  Force,  [309]  343 
Electoral  Power  of  Women,  [309]  344 

Laxob,  Mr.  B.,  Queen^a  Co,,  Leix 

Ireland — Lunatic  Asylums — Maryborough  Dis- 
trict Lunatic  Asylum,  [308]  274, 1471 
Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  [309]  478,  481  ;  Amendt. 
482 

Land 

Owners  and  Oeeupiert  of  Land  (England  and 
Wales) — Tneidenee  of  Tithet —  Legislation, 
Question,  Mr.  Kenyon  ;  Answer,  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  (Lord  Randolph 
Churchill)  Sept  20,  [309]  981  ;  Questions, 
Mr.  Swetenham,  Mr.  J.  G.  Hubbard  ;  An- 
swers, The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  Sept  21,  1125 
Landowners  of  London,  The — A  Return, 
Question,  Mr.  Shavr  Lefevre ;  Answer,  The 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
(Mr.  Ritchie)  Sept  20,  [309]  982 
Simplijication  of  Titles  and  Transfers,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Egerton  Hubbard  ;  Answer,  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Lord  Ran- 
dolph Churchill)  Sept  20,  [309]  962 

Transfer  of  Land — Legislation,  Question,  Mr. 
Shaw  Lefevre ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
Sept  21,  [309]  1120;  Question,  Observa- 
tions, Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre ;  Reply,  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  (Lord  Randolph 
Churchill).  1129 

Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act  (1881)  Amend- 
ment Bill 

{Colonel  Saunderson,  Mr,  T,  W,  Eueull) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  1«  •  Aug  23  [BiU  23] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act  (1881)  Amend- 
ment (No.  2)  Bill 

{Mr,  Alexander  Blane,  Mr,  Pamell,  Mr.  Sexton, 

Sir  Thomas  Esmonds,  Mr,  Leahg) 

e.  Ordered ;  read  1«  •  At^  23  [Bill  80] 

2R.  [Dropped] 


LAU       LAW 
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Lattrie,  Colonel  R.  P.,  Bath 

Army  Estimates  —  Volunteer  Cdrps  Pay  and 
Allowances,  [308]  1375 

Law  and  Justice  (Engl^\j^d  and  Wales) 

( Questions) 
Hiah  Court  of  Justice — Probate,  Divorce^  and 
Admiralttf  Divisions,  Question,  Lord  Claud 
Hamilton  ;  Answer.  The  Attorney  General 
(Sir  Richard  Webster)  Sept  31.  [309]  1122 
Heturns  of  Cost  and  Receipts  for  the  several 
Divisions^  Questions,  Mr.  Tomlinson ;  An- 
swers, The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Jackson)  Sept  13,  [309]  163 

A  Court  of  Ctiminal  Appeal  ^Legislation, 
Question,  Mr.  Shirley  ;  Answer,  The  Attor- 
ney General  (Sir  Richard  Webster)  Sept  20, 
[309]  983 

"  Bryce  v.  Rusden,'*  Question,  Mr.  Cobb ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies (Mr.  £.  Stanhope)  Aug  30,  [308]  701 

Circuit  Arrangements,  North  Walvs  —  The 
Flint  Assizes,  Question,  Mr.  Konyon  ;  An- 
swer. The  Attorney  General  (Sir  Richard 
Webster)  Sept  7,  [308]  HC2 

Codification  of  the  Criminal  Law,  Question, 
Mr.  Howell ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
Sept  10,  [309]  20 

Contempt  of  Court — The  Case  of  Sarah  Kedart, 
Question,  Mr.  Alfred  Thomas  ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment (Mr.  Matthews)  Aug  24,  [308]  368 

Conviction  of  John  Cox,  Signalman  on  the 
Somerset  and  Dorset  Railway,  Question, 
Mr.  E.  R.  Russell ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
of  Stato  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Matthews)  Aug  23,  [308]  257 

Jtregular  Detention  at  the  Middlesex  Sessions, 
Question,  Mr.  Conyboaro ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Matthews)  ,SVj3«  2,  [308]  1038 

Murder  of  a  Police  Constable  at  Dodworth, 
Lancashire,  Question,  Mr.  Shirley  ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Homo  De- 
partment (Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  20,  [309]  903 

Registration  of  Firearms — Legislation,  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  Hulse,  Mr.  Howard  Vincent ; 
Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  (Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  16, 
[309]  590 

Royil  Courts  of  Justice —  The  Bar  Library — 
Electric  Lighting,  Question,  Mr,  Pickersgill ; 
Answer,  The  First  CommiHsioner  of  Works 
(Mr.  Pluiiket)  6V;;^  10,  [309]  23 

Tlie  Revised  Statutes — Issue  of  a  New  atid 
Cheap  Edition,  Question,  Mr.  Howell  ;  An- 
swer, The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  Sept  10,  [309]  21 

Criminal  Law 

Excessive  Sentence-^ Case]  of  George  Parish — 
Dartford  Petty  Sessions,  Questions,  Mr. 
Isaacs,  Mr.  Shirley  ;  Answers,  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Homo  Department 
(Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  2,  [308]  1066;  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Shirley  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Homo  Department  (Mr. 
Matthews)  Sept  13,  [309]  IC5 

[eont. 


Law  Ain>  JnsncB  (JSngland  and  fTaZet)— oont. 

The  Magistracy 

The  Somerset  Magistracy,  Qoestion,  Mr.  Fen* 
wick :  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Homo  Department  (Mr.  Matthews)  ^ug  27, 
[308]  604 

Working  Men  Magistrates,  Qoestion,  Mr. 
Philip  Stanhope;  Answer,  The  Attorney 
General  (Sir   Richard   Webster)    Sept  20, 

[309]  072 

Iaiw  and  Police 

Constabulary  Force  of  Qre^t  Britain— Super- 
animation.  Question,  Mr.  Howard  Vincent ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  llome 
Department  (Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  14,  [309] 
332 

Street  Speaking  —  Case  of  John  WiUiams, 
Question,  Mr.  Bradlaugh ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  7,  [308]  1460  ;  Qaet- 
tion,  Mr.  I«abouchere  ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Matthews)  Sept  21,  [309]  1111 

Lawrence,  Mr.  W.  F.,  Liverpool,  Aher* 
cromhy 

Africa  (West  Coast) — Kidnappinjj^  on  the  Niger 
— Native  Reprisals,  [308]  875 

Burmah  —  Inundations  at  Mandalej,  [309] 
1265 

Metropolis  (Main  Draina^fe  Outfiitls)  —  Folia- 
tion of  the  KiTer  Thames.  [308]  1741 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  S62 

Spain— The  «  Mary  Mark  "  Collision,  [308] 
1463 


Lawson,   Sir  W.,    Cumberland,   Coekir- 

mouth 

Local  Government  Bill —  Licences  for  Sale  of 
Intoxicating  Liquors,  [308]  161 

Parliament  —  New  Writ—  Double  Retam  for 
Belfast  Boroucrh  (Western  Division)  and 
Sligo  County  (Southern  DiTision),  [308]  169 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  731,734 

Parliament  —  Sessional  Orders — Interference 
of  Peers  in  Elections,  [308]  70 

South- Eastern  Europe — ASkirs  of  Bnlfarii^' 
Action  of  the  GoTemment,  [309]  1334, 1335 

Lawson,  Mr.  n.  L.  W.,  St,  Panerae^  Wi 
Accession  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen— Celebra* 

tion  of  tho  Jubilee,  [309]  1354 
Army  (India) — Meiiical  Serfiee — Hononrj 

Commissions,  [308]  1731 
Metropolis — Questions 

Hackney    Carriages^"  PrlTste  **    Omni- 
buses, [309]  059 
Parks — Angling  in  the  Ornamental  Waters, 

[308]  262,  263 
Railways  —  Bridge  on  the  North  Twijon 
Line,  [308]  1324 
Office    of   Works  (Furniture    Departmtnt}^ 

Memorial  of  Assistants,  [309]  1351 
Public  Health^lUTers  PollnUon^Riftr  ChSMi 
Herts,  [308]  770 
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Lawsox,  Mr.  n.  L.  W. — eorU, 

Royal  P.irks  and  Pleasure  Gardens— -Regent's 

Park— Hours  of  Opening,  [309]  1263 
Tra<io  and  Commerce — Commercial  EduoatioD, 

[308]  13U9 


Leamy,  Mr.  E.,   Cork  Co.,  N,E, 

Supply — Criminal    ProsecutioQB,    dsc.    in 
land,  [309]  321,  322 
Report,  [309]  328 


Ire- 


Leaseliolders  (Purchase  of  Fee  Simple) 

Bill         (^'^'*-  Laivson,  Mr.  Broadhurst,  Mr. 

Arthur  Co  hen  f    Mr.  Jamett  Rowlands^   Mr. 

Thomas  Ellis ^  Mr.  Puhston) 

c.  OrJorcd  ;  re.i<I  1°  •  Aug  23  [Bill  21] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

Lefevre,  Eight  Hon.  G.  J.  Shaw,  Brad- 
ford^ Central 

Ireland — Law  and  Justice — Imprisonment  of 
Father  Fahy,  [309]  1304,  1314 

Land  Law — Transfer  of  Land,  "[309]  1120, 
1121,  1129 

Landowners  of  London — A  Return,  [309]  982 

Parliament —  Proroeation— Re-assembling  of 
the  House,  [309]  1268 

Parliament — ^iueen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  701,  703,705 

Post  Office — Success  of  the  Sixpenny  Tele- 
gram System,  [309]  935,  937,  1267 

Supply — House  of  Commons  Offices,  [308]  1821, 
1822 

Treaty  of  Berlin — Article  LXI. — Armenia, 
[309]  343 

Leioiiton,  Mr.  S.,  Shropshire ^  Oatoettry 
Metropolis— Temple  Bar,  [308]  270 

Leitrim,  Earl  of 

Leaseholders  (Ireland),  Res.  [308]  1713,  1718 
Lethbridge,  Sir  R.,  KenBtngtont  N. 

India  — Questions 

Administration  of  India — A  Royal  Com- 
mission, [308]  1474 

Annual  Kenioyal  of  the  GoTernment  to 
Hill  Stations,  [308]  375,  647 

Civil  Service — Committee  of  Inquiry, [309] 
1>">  ; — The  Uncoyenanted  Ciyil  Service, 
[309 1  002 

Post  Office  —  Atlantic  Mail  Service  from  Gal- 

^•\v,  [308]  1091 
Supply— National  Gallery,  [309]  835 

Lewis,  Mr.  C.  E.,  Londonderry 

Parliament— Business  of  the  House,  [308]  1755 

Parli;iin«'n'. — (Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308J  <  S^ 

ParliaiiKMiiary  Flections  (Ireland) — Assistant 
Kcvisitiu  liarristers,  [308]  530 

Parliain<>ntary  Flections  (Ireland) — The  Derry 
Election  —  Action  of  the  Resident  Magis- 
trate and  Police  —  Official  Inquiry,  Res. 
1270,  1272, 1273, 1276, 1277,  1278,  1806 

[comL 


Lbwii,  Mr.  G.  E«— -«oiU. 

Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  [309]  369 

Supply — Order  of  taking  the  Estimates,  [309] 
346 

TenanU  Relief  (Ireland),  2R.  [309]  1009 

Life   Insurance   Companies  —  Return   of 
Accounts 
Question,  Dr.  Clark  :  Answer,  The  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Trade   (Baron  Henry   De 
Worms)  Sept  3,  [308]  1190 

Lighthouse  Illuminants — Experiments  at 
the  South  Foreland 
Question,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron 
Henry  Do  Worms)  Sept  13,  [309]  183; — 
The  Correspondence,  Question,  Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Henry  De  Worms) 
Sept  20,  [309]  903 

Linen  (Ireland)  Bill 

{Mr,  Macartney,  Colonel  Saunderson,  Colonel 

Waring) 

€,  Considered  in  Committee  ;  Resolution  agreed 
to,  and  reported;  Bill  ordered;  read  1«* 
Aftff  23  [Bill  24] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

Llewellyn,  ]!fr.  E.  H.,  Somerset,  N. 

Army  Estimates — Militia  Pay  and  Allowancei, 
[308]  1347 

Local  Government  Bill — Licences  for  Sale 
of  Intoxicating  Liquors 
Question,  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson  ;  Answer,  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Lord   Ran- 
dolph Churchill)  Aug  20,  [308]  161 

Local  Government  Boaed — President 
{see  EiTCHiE,  Eight  Hon.  0.  T.) 

Local  Goyebnment  Board — Secretary 
to  {see  Long,  Mr.  W.  H.) 

Local  Qovemment  Provisional  Orders 
(County  Divisions)  Bill 

{Mr.  BorlatCf  Mr.  Stantfeld) 

e.  Read  !<>  •  ;  read  2o ;  read  d^  ^u^26  [Bill  825^ 
/.  Read  !»•(«.  Wuddegrave)  Aug  30   (No.  167^ 

Read  2*  •  Sept  2 

Committee  *  ;  Report  Sept  6 

Read  3*  •  Sept  7 

Royal  Assent  Sept  25  [50  Viet,  c.  if] 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Provisional 
Orders  (Public  Health  Act)  (No.  2) 

Bill  {^r.  John  Morley,  Mr.  Hmry  H. 

Fowler) 

e.  Read  !•  •  ;  read  3*  iiii^  20  [Bill  261] 

Report  ^ ;  read  8*  Aug  80 
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Local  Oovemment  {Irdland)  Proviiional  Orders 
{Public  Health  Act)  (iVb.  2)  Bill'-oont. 

l.  Read  !•  •  {Earl  of  Ontlaw)  Aug  80    (No.  8) 
Read  2*  •  Sept  6 
Committee  *  ;  Report  Sept  7 
Head  3**  Sept  9 
Royal  Asseut  Sept  25  [50  Vict,  c.  xiii] 

Local  Government  Provisional   Orders 
(No.  3)  Bill 

{Mr.  Borlase,  3fr.  Stansfeld) 

e.  Read  P  •  ;  read  2«> ;  read  3«  Aug  26  [Bill  223] 
I.  Read  I**  {K.   Waldeg rave)  Aug  30    (No.  170} 

Committee*  ;  Report  Sept  6 

Read  3»  •  Sept  7 

Royal  Assent  Sept  25  [50  Viet.  0.  vii] 

Local  Oovemment  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  5)  Bill 

{Mr.  Borlase,  Mr.  Stanajeld) 

e.  Read  1°  •  ;  read  2°  ;  read  3°  Aug  26  [Bill  237] 
I.  Read  !••  (^.   iValdegrave)  Aug  80     (No.  172) 

Read  2*  •  Sept  2 

Committee  *  Sept  0 

Report  •  Sept  7 

Kead  3»  •  Sepl  9 

Royal  Assent  Sept  25  [50  Viet.  0.  xiv] 

Local   Government  Provisional   Orders 
(No.  6)  Bill 

{Mr.  Borlase,  Mr.  Stansfefd) 

e.  Read  1°  •  ;  read  2<» :  read  Z""  Aug  26  [Bill  288] 
I.  Read  !••  {E.   WaUiegrave)  Aug  30  (No.  190) 

Read  2*  •  Sept  2 

Committee  •  ;  Report  Sept  6 

Read  3*  •  Septn 

Royal  Assent  5<;j9<  25  [50  Vict.  c.  tHI] 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  7)  Bill 

{Mr.  Borlase,  Mr.  Stansfeld) 

e.  Read  1<»  •  ;  read  2«  Aug  26  [Bill  256] 

Report  *  ;  Considered  ;  read  3^  Aug  30 
I.  Read  1*  •  {Earl  of  Ofislow)  Aug  30    (No.  3) 

Read  2*  •  Sept  6 

Committee  *  ;  Report  Sept  7 

Read  3»*  5<'p<  9 

Royal  Assent  Sept  25  [50  Ktc^  c.  xf] 

Local   Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  8)  BiU 

{Mr.  Borlase,  Mr.  Stansfeld) 

e.  Rend  !•  •  ;  read  2°  Aug  26  [Bill  262] 

Report  •  :  Considered  ;  read  3®  Aug  30 
I.  Read  1»  •  {Earl  of  Onslow)  Aug  30     (No.  4) 

Read  *2»  •  Sept.  0 

Committee  •  ;  Report  Sept  7 

Read  3*  •  Sept  9 

Royal  Assent  Sept  25  [50  FiW.  0.  xi] 

Local  Government  Provisional  Orders 
(No.  9)  BUI 

{Mr.  Borlase,  Mr.  Stansfeld) 

c.  Read  !•  •  ;  read  2«»  Aug  20  [Bill  263] 

Report  •  ;  road  3*»  Aug  30 

[eont. 


Local  OavemmeiU  PrwisionMl  Orien  (No.  0) 

Bitl^-eont, 

I,  Read  !•  •  {Earl  of  Oiulow)  Aug  80    (No.  0} 
Read  2*  •  Sept  6' 
Committee  *  ;  Report  Sept  7 
Read  3*  •  Sept  9 
Royal  Assent  Sept  25  [50  Vict.  0.  zii] 

Local   Government  Provisional  Qrden 
(No.  10)  BiU 

{Mr.  Borlase,  Mr.  Stansfeld) 

c.  Read  1»  *  ;  read  2«'  Aug  26  [Bill  3e0] 

Report  *  ;  Considered  ;  read  8^  Aug  30 
/.  Read  !•  *  {Earl  of  Onslow)  Aug  80    (No.  0} 

Read  2''  *  /S^p^  0 

Committee  *  ;  Report  Sept  7 

Read  3*  •  Sept  9 

Royal  Assent  Sept  25  [50  Viet,  e.  zv] 

Local  Government   Provjsional  Orden 

(No.  11)  Bill 

{Mr.  Borlase,  Mr.  Stansfeld) 

c.  Read  1»  •  ;  read  2*  Aug  26  [Bill  977] 

Report  *  ;  read  3^  Aug  SO 
I.  Read  !*•  {Earl  of  Onslow)  Aug  80   (No.  7) 

Rea<i  2*  •  Sept  6 

Committee  *  ;  Report  Sept  7 

Reads**  Sept  9 

Royal  Assent  <S<!;y<  25  [50  Vict.  0.  z?ti] 

Local   Government  Proviiioiial  Orders 
(Highways)  Bill 

{Mr.  Borlase,  Mr.  StantfeU) 

e.  Read  1«  *  ;  read  2«  :  read  8"  Aug  20  [Bill  S85] 
/.  Read  1»*  (£.  Waldegravs)  Aug  30  (No.  108] 

Read  2^  *£«/;(  2 

Committee  *  Sept  6 

Report  •  Sepl  7 

Read  3*  *  Sept  9 

Royal  Assent  i^^p^  25  [50  Viet,  o.  ▼!] 

Local  Government  Provifioiial  Qrden 

(Gas)  BUI 

{Mr.  Borlase,  Mr.  Stantfeld) 

c.  Read  l"**  ;  read  2^ ;  read  8«  Aug  20  [Bill  992] 
/.  Read  !»•  {E.  Waidegravt)  Aug  30  (No.  180) 

Read  2*  *  Sept  2 

Committee  *  ;  Report  Sept  6 

Read  3**  Sept  7 

Royal  Assent  Siept  25  [50  Fief.  o.  ▼] 

Local  Government  Proviiional  Orden 

(Poor  Law)  (No.  7)  Bill 

{Mr.  Borlase,  Mr.  Stansfeld) 

c.  Read  1«  •  ;  read  2^^ :  read  8*  ^119  96  [BUI  98d 
I.  Read  1»*  {E.  JValdegrave)  Aug  30  (No.  188) 

Read  2*»  Sept  2 

Committee  *  ;  Report  Sept  0 

Read  3**  Sept  7 

Royal  Assent  Sept  25  [50  Viet.  o.  Ui] 

Zoe^d/  Taxation— The  Coynif  EmU—Cm- 
trihutions  hy   Towns  kmn§ 
Quarter  Heuions 
Question,  Mr.  Powell- Williami 
Sooreurj  of  State  for  tho  Uono 
(Mr.  Matthewt)  Aug  2«,  [306]  888' 
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LocKwooD,  Mr.  F.,  York 

Trnde   Marks   Act — Registration  of  "Fancy 

Words,'*  [308]  643 

Locomotives   Act^    1878  —  Bye-Lawi    of 
Road  Trmteea 
Question,  Mr.  Menxies ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary   for    Scotland    (Mr.    A.    J.    Balfour) 
Aug  26,  [308]  560 

Long,   Mr.   W.   H.    (Secretary  to  the 
Local  Government  Board),    WiltSy 
Devizes 
Poor  Law — Homeless  Poor  of  the  Metropolis, 

[308 J  1C29 
Supply — local  Government  Board,  Ac.  [309] 
59,  78.  70 

Lord  Advocate,  The  {see  Macdonald* 
Right  Hon.  J.  H.  A.) 

Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  —  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  {see  Beach,  Bight 
Hon.  Sir  M.  E.  Hicks-) 

Lubbock,  Sir  J.,  London  University 

Currency,  A-c— The  Gold  Coinage,  [308]  1724 
Minister    of  Education — Report  of  Commons 

Comniitteo,  1884,  [308]  1733 
I'ost  Office— I'ostago  on  Unpaid  Letters,  [309] 

1250 
Public    Health  —  Hydrophobia— M.   Pasteur's 

Researches,  [308]  533 

Lunacy  Laws — Legislation 

Question,  Mr.  W.  J.  Corbet ;  Answer, The  Se- 
cretary. o(  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  13,  [309]  167 

Lyell,  Mr,  L.,  Orkney  and  Shstland 
Commissioners  of  Northern  Lights — Want  of 
lighthouses  on  the  West  Coast  of  Shetland, 

[308]  880 

M* Arthur,   Mr.   W.  A.,    York,   E.R., 
Buckrose 
Supply — Local  Government  Board,  dtc.  [309] 
48,  49 

McCalmont,  Captain  J.,  Antrim,  E. 

Army  (Ireland) — Riots  at  Belfast — Special 
Allowances  to  Troops  Employed,  [309]  774 

Parliamentary  Klections  (Ireland) — The  Derry 
Election — Action  of  the  Resident  Magistrate 
and  Police  —  Official  Inquiry,  Res.  [309] 
1270 

McCartan,  Mr.  M.,  Down,  S. 

Ireland — Crime  and  Outrage — Riots  at  Belfast 
— Constable  Malone,  [308]  1308 
Prisons  —  Re-organization  —  Increaia    of 
Salaries  of  Officials,  [308]  1477 


MAOABTinEY,  Mr.  J.  W.  E.,  Antrim,  8. 

Ireland — Crime  and  Ontrage— RIoti  at  Belfast 
—Constable  Malone,  [308]  1308 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  709,  1136,  1136 

Representation  of  the  People  Act,  1884— Extra 
Remuneration  to  Poor  Law  Officials,  [308] 
1179 

Supply— Constabulary,  Ireland,  [309]  793 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland,  ko, 
[309]  629,  531 

Macdonald,  Eight  Hon.  J.  H.  A.  (Lord 
Advocate),  Edinburgh  and  St,  An- 
drews Universities 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An* 
swer  to,  Report,  [308]  1297,  1299 

Scotland —Questions 

County   Voters  (Scotland)  Act — Assessors, 

[308]  886 
Fisheries — Dredging  for  Mussels  in  Dor- 
noch Firth,  [308]  264 
Hemprigg  Trustees.  Wick* Encroachment 

on  Rights  of  Way,  [309J  974 
Inolosure  of  Hill  Grounds  Acts,  [309]  1098 
Law  and  Justice — Arrest  of  the  Crofters  at 

Tiree,  [308]  276 ;— Circuit  Courts,  [308] 

1310 
.  Law  and  Police — Death  by  Drowning  of 

Donald  Maonab,  [308]  1316 
Magistracy — Sheriff  Clerk  of  Berwickshire, 

[309]  1264 
Truck    Acts — Infringement    in    Scotland, 

[309] 8 


McDonald,  Mr.  P.,  Sliyo,  N. 

Admiralty— Contracts  for  Pork  and  Bntter, 

[308]  1068 
Army   Estimates  —  Clothing  Establishments, 
Services,  and  Supplies,  [308]  1461 
Commissariat,  Transport,  and    Ordnanee 
Store  Establishments,  Wages,  Ao.  [308] 
1413 

Ireland — Questions 

Civil  Service  Writers,  [309]  964 

Court  of  Bankruptoy-'Mr.  C.  H.  James, 

late   Official  Assignee,  [308]  360,  886  ; 

[309]  161.  1094 
Fishery  Piers  and  Harbours — Pier  at  En- 

nisororie,  Co.  Sligo,  [309]  17 
Labourers    Act  —  Sligo    Union  —  Inquiry 

under  the  Act,  [309I  162 
Law    and    Justice  —  Dublin    Commission 

Court  House,  [308]  877 
Proposed  Commission  on  the  Development 

of  the  Resources  of  Ireland — Uarboan 

on  the  West  Coast,  [309]  1107 

Navy  Estimates— Viotoalling  Yards  at  Home 
and  Abroad,  [308I  1660,  1661 

Parliament — Queen^s  Speeoh,  AddreM  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  814, 1096 

Supply— Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant of  Ireland,  [309J  409,  474 
Fishery  Board  in  Scotland,  Ac.  [309]  335 
National  Debt  Office,  [309]  1 16 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade  Marks  Aet, 

[309]  120,  131, 136 
Pa\iio  Worki  in  InUnd,  [309]  571 
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MoDoNALDy  Dr.  B.,  Boa  and  Cromarty 
Parliament — Qaeen'a  Speech,  Addreif  in  An- 
iwer  to,  [308]  956 

Macdonald,    Mr.  W.  A.,   Quem^s  Co,, 
Ossory 
Bulgaria  —  Alleged  Ill-treatment  of   Prince 

Alexander,  [308]  888 
Ireland — Questions 

Labourers     Act  —  Donaghmore     Union 

Schemes,  [308]  1748 
Law  and  Justice — Imprisonment  of  Father 

Fuhy, [309] 1086 
National   Education — Irish- Speaking  Dis- 
tricts, L3o8]1477 
Parliament — (Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  452,  454,  461,   627,   1141; 
Report,  1302 
Supply— Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant of  Ireland,  [309]  434,  437,  442 
Local  Government  Board,  dec.  [309]  60 

MoKenna,  Sir  J.  N.,  Ifonayhan,  S. 
Ireland — Law  and  Justice — Imprisonment  of 

Father  Fahy,  [309]  1077 
Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the   Lord   Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  [309]  380,  390 
Criminal    Prosecutions,  do.,    in  Ireland, 

[309]  639,  669 
Land  Commissioners  for  England,  [309] 

35 
Local  Government  Board,  dc,  [309]  49 
Registrar  General  of  Births,  io,,  in  Ire- 
land, [309]  612 
Woods,  Forests,  and  Land  Revenues,  do., 
[309]  208 

McLaren,    Mr.    W.    S.    B.,    Cheshire, 
Crewe 
Parliament^Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  901,  908 
Supply— Ilome  Office,  [308]  1831 

Maolean,  Mr.  J.  M.,   Oldham 

Currency,  d:c. — Constitution  of  the  Commis- 
sion, [309]  779 
India — Transfer  of  the  Seat  of  Government  to 

Simla,  [308]  1751 
Parliament — (j,ueen*s  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  97 

Maclure,  Mr.  J.  W.,  Lancashire,  jP.-^., 

Stretford 

Education  Department — School  Accommoda- 
tion —  Board  v.  Denominational  Schools, 
[309]  333 

Railways  (India) — Extension  of  tho  Railway 
System,  [309]  331 

Mahony,  Mr.  P.,  Meath,  N, 

Armv   Contracts— Supply  of  Army  Clothing, 

[308]  535 
Ireiund — Irish   Land    Commission — Advances 
to   'iVnants   for   Purchaso  of  Holdings, 

[309]  707 
Labourers  Act — Scheme  for  the  Oldcastle 
TTiiioii— The    Local   Government  Board 
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Inquiry  under  the  Act,  [309]  767 
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30Q. 

MiHoirr,  Mr.  P. — totU. 

Parliament — ^Debate  on  tho  AddreM^ 

Explanation,  [309]  788 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Addren  in  Am* 

swer  to,  [308]  465,  469,  620 
Snpply — Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,    Hoow 
hold  of,  [309]  270 
Public  Works  in  Ireland,  [309]  557 

Malloce,  Mr.  B.,  Deton,  Torquay 

Army  (Auxiliary  Forces) — Anna  of  the  Artil* 

lery  Volunteers,  [309]  774 

Malta  —  The  Dockyards  ^  Bmphynuni  of 
Maltese  Subjects 
Postponement  of  Question,  Earl  De  La  War? 
Sept  6,  [308]  1307 ;  Question .'Obaervationa, 
Earl  De  La  Warr;  Reply,  The  Underse- 
cretary of  State  for  War  (I..ord  Uarria)  8m  9, 
1713 

Mannebs,  Eight  Hon.  Lord  J.  J.  B. 
(Chancellor  of  the  Daohy  of  Lan- 
caster), Leicestershire,  E, 
Agricultural  Department — ^The  Allotment  Re- 
turns— Returns  for   Unions  and    PariahM 
instead  of  by  Counties,  [308]  1187 
Agriculture,  Committee  on — The  Henian  Fly, 

[308]  160 
Contagious  Diseases  (Animals)— Importe  froB 
the  Dominion  of  Canada.  [308I 132S 
Splenetic  Blood  Poisoning  at  Amcaby,  Lei* 

cestershire,  [308]  1468 
Swine  Fever — Inooolation,  [308]  778 

Mappin,  Sir  P.  T.,  Torh,    W.R.^  JBU- 

lamshire 
Army  (Ordnance  Department)— Mannbetnn 
of  Shot  and  Shell,  [308J  1093 

Mabjoeibanks,  Bight  Hon.  E.,   Btr^ 
wickshire 
Board  of  Trade— Harboar  Loam,  [  joS]  770 
Supply— Fishery  Board  in  Seotland,  Ae.  [J09] 
230 
Public  Worki  Loan  CommiMioA.  [309]  131 

Marriage  Law  {Attendance  of  Begidrmn) 

Question,  Mr.  Shirley  ;  Anawer,  The  Altnrnti 

General  (Sir  Richard   Webster)  Amy   30» 

[308J  787 

Mason,  Mr.  S.,  Lanark,  Mid 
Education  (Scotland)— The  Glaqpow   S^ool 

Board  System,  [309]  1388 
Inclosure  of  Hill  Groanda  (Sootlaad)  Aeti^ 

[309]  1098 
Parliament — Queen's  Speeeb,  Addreei  In  An* 

Bwcr  to,  [308 J  441,  443,  459,  034,  998 

Matthews,  Eight  Hon.  H.  (Secretaiy 

of  State  for  the  Home  Department), 

Birmingham,  E, 

Army  (l)iMcipline)<— The  Devonshire  Heflnwnf. 

[309] 10»4 
Burials  (Englaod  and  WaleB)^7hnnhjard  al 

fiolton-on-Dearnc,  TorkaUre«  [506]  TTT. 
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Matthews,  Right  Hon.  Ih^eont, 

Coal  Mines — Questions 

Dean  Lane  Colliery  Explosion,  [309]  776 
Leigh  Colliery  Explosion,  [309]  692 
Woodend  Colliery  Explosion,  [308]  269 
Constabulary  Forces,  Great  Britain  —  Super- 
annuation, [309]  332 
Criminal   Law — ExcessiTo  Sentence — Case  of 

George    Parish  —  Dartford   Petty   Sessions, 

[308] 10G7  ;  [309]  168 
Einplo\ers'  Liability  Act — Amendment  of  Act, 

[309]  22 
Factory  Acts — Inspectorships,  [309]  181 
Housing    ot    the    Working   Classes   (England) 

Act/lSSo— Site  of  Coldbath  Fields  Prison, 

[308J  1075 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes — The  Cadogan 

Estate,  Cbelsea,  [309]  1255 
Ireland — Mines  Regulation — Inspection  of  the 

Monteen  Colliery,  Co.  Kilkenny,  [309]  980, 

081 

Law  and  Justlce^Questions 

Contempt  of  Court — Case  of  Sarah  Eedart, 

[308J  369 
Conviction  of  John  Cox,  Signalman  on  the 

Somerset  and  Dorset  Railway,  [308]  258 
Irregular  Detention  at  the  Middlesex  Ses- 
sions, [308]  1088 
Magistracy  —  The    Somerset    Magistracy, 

[308]  601 
Murder  of  a  Police  Constable  at  Dodwortb, 

near  Barnsley,  Lancashire,  [309]  964 
Registration  of  Firearms,  I309J  690 
Street  Speaking — Case  of  John   Williams, 

[308]  1460  ;— Treatment  of,  in  Holloway 

Prison,  [309]  1110 

Local   Taxation — The  County  Rate— Contri- 
butions by  Towns  having  separate  Quarter 
Sessions,  [308]  370 
Lunacy  Laws,  [309]  167 
Metropolis — (Questions 

Dog  Regulations,  [309]  339 
Dwellings  of  the  Working  Classes— Demo- 
litions at  Chelsea,  [308J  893 
Fires— Fire  at  Millwall,  [308]  788 
Hackney    Carriages  —  •*  Private"    Omni- 
buses, [309]  959 
Main  Drainage  Outfalls — Pollution  of  the 

River  1  hames,  [308J  1741 
Metropolitan     Police     Force  —  Summer 
Clothing,   [308]    1740;— The   Proposed 
Committee,  [309J  785 
Police— Obstruction  of  Traffic  — Street  Lec- 
turers, [30<jj  1 1(»3  ;  — Wandsworth  Police 
Couii.  [301; J  10'.»7 
Submbaii    SN  au  r  Supply — Sutton  Water- 
works Company — Danger  of  Supply  from 
I'joposed  iNew  Cemetery,  [309J  961 

^Iine<<,   Koyal  Commission  on  Accidents  in^- 
The    Ucport,   [308J   1183  ;— Safety  Lamps, 

[309]  1110 

Mines  (United  Kingdom)— Scale  of  Royalties 
or  Mine  Rents,  [309J  1255 

Palace  of   Westminster — Constables  on  Duty, 

[309J5S4,  585 

Parliamentary    Elections — Polling   Places   in 
Rural  Districts,  [309]  1116,  1130 

Poor  Law  (England  and  Wales)  — I>anding  of 
Destitute  and  insanitary  Aliens — The  Greek 

Gipsies,  [309]  1269 

VOL.  CCCIX.    [thibd  series.]  [eont. 


Matthxwi,  Right  Hon.  H.— eotU. 
Prisons  Act— Sites  of  the  Olerkenwell  Prisons, 
[309]  24 
Site  of  Coldbath  Fields  Prison,  [309]  592 

Railways— Railway  Book  Stalls  —  Boycotting 
of  Mr.  Gladstone's  Pamphlet,  [308]  1480 

Right  lion.  Joseph  Chamberlain,  M.P.-^Poliee 
Protection,  [309]  777 

Supply  —  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant of  Ireland,  [309]  396 
Home  Office,  [308J  1831, 1835 

Tenants  Relief  (Ireland),  2K.  [^09]  1060» 
1061,  1062,  1065,  1068,  1069.  1133 

Tithe  CommuUtion  Act.  1836— "  The  Tithe 
War  in  North  Wales"— Col  lection  of  Tithes, 
[308]  551,  654,  661  ;  [309]  20 

Tithes,  Payment  of,  [308]  794 

Truck  Acts— Mines  and  Works  in  Scotland  # 
[308]  1083,  1768,  1769;  [309]  8 

Mauritius 

Ofieial  Dissentions^Sir  John  Pope  Hennessy 
and  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd,  Questions,  Mr. 
Baden-Powell,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor;  An- 
swers, The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  Aug  26,  [308]  561  ; 
Questions,  Sir  Julian  Goldsmid,  Dr.  Tanner ; 
Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  (Mr.  E.  Sunbope)  Aug  27,  662 ; 
Questions,  Dr.  Tanner  ;  Answers,  The  Secre- 
tary of  Sute  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  £.  Stan- 
hope)/S^/y^  3,  1189 

The  Supreme  Court — Thomas  Wilkinson,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Bradlaugh  ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  E.  Stan- 
hope) Aug  24,  [308]  367 

Maxwell,  Sir  H.  E.  (Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury), Wilton 
Ireland  —  Post  Office  —  Sub-Postmaster  of 
Stradbally,  Co.  Waterford,  [309]  1123 

Supply  —  Deep  Sea    Exploring   Expeditioo, 
Report,  [3093763 
Miscellaneous  Expenses,  [309J  917, 918 
National  Gallery,  [309]  834,  886 
Queen's   and    Lord  Treasurer's   Remem- 
brancer in    Exobequer,    SootUnd,    4o. 
[309]  221,  223,  224,  227 

Matne,  Mr.  T.,  Tipper ary.  Mid 
Navj  Estimates— Machinery  and  Ships  Built 
by  Contract,  dto.  [308]  1698 

Mechanics^  Institutes-^  Supply  of  Parlia- 
mentary Reports 
Question,  Mr.  Wright;    Answer,   The  Chan- 
cellor of  Che   Exchequer  (Lord  Randolph 
Churohill)  Sept  9,  [308]  1722 

Medical  Acts—  Unregistered  Medical  Prac- 
titioners 
Qnestio6s,  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde,  Dr.  Tanner  ; 
Answers,  The  Vice  President  of  the  Council 
(dir  Ilenrj  Holland)  Sept  2,  [308]  1082 
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Menzies,  Mr.  E.  S.,  Perthshire,  E. 

Locomotives  (Scotland)  Act,  1878— Bye-Laws 
of  Road  Trustees,  [308]  560,  878 

Scotland— l>aw  and  Police— Bye- Laws  as  to 
Bicycles  and  Tricycles,  [308]  563 

Mercantile  Marine 

Cooiting  Liaht  Dxiet  in  the  Channel^Bnnker 
Coalt  Questions,  Mr.  Gourley,  Mr.  Donkin  ; 
Answers,  The  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  (Baron  Henry  De  Worms)  Sept  16, 
[309]  695 

Mercantile  Marine  Fund-^ Financial  Position, 
Question,  Mr.  Donkin  ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Ilenry  Do 
Worms)  Sept  17,  [309]  773 

Salvage  Laws — Salvage  of  Derelict  Vessels — 
Sailors  and  Fishermen  on  the  East  Coasts  Oh- 
servations,  Mnjor  Ilasch  Sept  22,  [309]  1287 

Unclaimed  Wages  of  Seamen^  Question,  Colonel 
Hill  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  (Baron  Ilenry  De  Worms)  Sept  16, 
L309]  601 

Merchant  Shipping 

Electric  Communication  between  Lightships 
and  the  Mainland^  Question,  Colonel  King- 
Harman ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Ilenry  Do  Worms) 
-S€'/rf2l,[309]  1088 

Fishing  Boats  Acts  Amendment — Legislation, 
Question,  Sir  Ilenry  Tyler;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron 
Henry  Do  Worms)  Aug  23,  [308]  255 

Metropolis 

Fire  at  Millwall,  Question,  Sir  Edward  Wat- 
kin  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Uome  Department  (Mr.  Matthews)  Aug  30, 
[308]  787 

Hackney  Carriages — "  Private  "  Omnibuses, 
Question,  Mr.  Lawson  ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Matthews)  Sept  20,  [309]  059 

Main  Drainage  Outfalls — Pollution  of  the 
River  Thames,  Question,  Mr.  W.  F.  Law- 
rence ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Matthews) 
Sept  0,  [308]  1741 

Metropolitan  Improvements  —  Widening  of 
Museum  Street,  Bloomsbury,  Question,  Mr. 
Edwin  De  Lisle  ;  Answer,  The  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works  (Mr.  Plunket)  Sept  20, 
[309]  958 

Open  Spaces — The  Gardens  at  the  Tower  of 
London,  Question,  Mr.  Montagu  ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (Mr.  W.  U. 
Smith)  Sept  20,  [309]  965 

Police — Obsfntr,tion  of  Traffic — Street  LectU' 
rers,  Question,  Mr.  Athcrley-Joncs ;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  (Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  21,  [309] 
1103:—  The  Jfandsworth  Police  Court, 
Question,  Mr.  Octavius  Morgan  ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Homo  Depart- 
ment (Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  21,  [309]  1096 

Rnilwai/s — liridae  on  the  North  Ijoudon  Line, 
Question,  Mr.  Lawson  ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary to  tho  Board  of  Trade  ( Baron  Henry  De 
Worms)  Sept  6,  [308]  1324 


Mbtbopolis—  conL 

Statue  of  James  IL  in  WkiUhall  Yard. 
lions,  Mr.  W.  6.  C.  Bentinek,  Sir  Gtorgt 
Campbell ;  Answers,  The  Firat  Coaimii- 
sioncr  of  Works  (Mr.  Planket)  Sepi^O^  [309] 

957 
Temple  Bar,  Qoestioo,  Mr.  SUnlej  Lei^too  : 

Answer,  The  First  Commisiioner  of  Woriu 

(Mr.  Plunket)  Aug  29,  [308]  370 
The  New  Police  Offices,  Question,  Mr.  Gafm- 

dish  Ben ti nek  ;  Answer,  The  First  Gotnmii- 

sloner  of  Works  (Mr.  Plunket)  Aug 23,  [308] 

277 

The  Poor  Ratepayers  of  London^  QnotUflB, 
Mr.  Pickersgill;  Aniwer»  The  Cbanoellor 
of  the  Exchequer  (Lord  Rjindolph  dmrehill) 
Sept  9,  [308]  1753 

Water  Supply  ^  Legislation,  Qaettlon.  Mr. 
J.  Rowlands ;  Answer.  The  Chaneellor  of 
the  Exchequer  (Lord  Randolph  GharehiU) 
Sept  20,  [309]  978 
Suburban  Water  Supply^  The  SuUon  Waier- 
works  Company^ Danger  of  Supply  from 
proposed  New  Cemetery,  Qnestion,  Ur. 
Arthur  O'Connor;  Answer,  The  SecxoUry 
of  State  for  the  Uome  Department  (Mr. 
Matthews)  Sept  20.  [309]  961 
The  Poplar  District,  Question,  Mr.  Fieken- 
gill;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Local 
GoTernment  Board  (Mr.  Ritchie)  Sepi  SS, 
[309]  1256 

The  Paris 

Angling  in  the  Ornamental  Waters,  Qaeitioiu, 
Mr.  Lawson  ;  Answers,  The  First  Commis- 
sioner of  Works  (Mr.  Plunket)  Aug  23,  [308] 
262 

Hyde  Parh^  Hours  of   Closing — Disordesiy 
Characters,   Question,    Mr    Shirloj       An- 
swer, The   First  Commissioner   of  Wo 
(Mr.  PlunUt)  Sept  31*r3<>9l  ^089 

Kew  Gardens— Seats  on  the  Thames  Frontage 
—  The  Queen's  Qate,  jre,.  Question,  Mr.  Mae- 
donald  Cameron  ;  Answer,  The  First  Com- 
missioner of  Works  (Mr.  Plunket)  SmI  9S, 
[309J 1352 

Regent* s  Park^ Hours  of  Opening^  QaeitioB, 
Mr.  Lawson ;  Answer,  The  First  Commis- 
sioner of  Works  (Mr.  Plunket)  Sept  99.  [soqI 
1263 

Richmond  Park  —  Tricycles  and  BicyckSt 
Question,  Mr.  Kimber ;  Answer,  The  Firat 
Commissioner  of  Works  (Mr.  Plmikst) 
Aug  2i,  [308]  379 

Windsor  Forest  and  Par k^ Food  for  Oams, 
Question,  Mr.  Labouchere;  Answor,  Tko 
Secretary  to  the  Treasnrj  (Mr.  Jaeksoa) 
Sept  20,  [309]  970 
Richmond  and  Windsor  PaTka-^Fttdimg  tl« 
Game,  Question,  Mr.  Labouchere ;  Ansvar» 
The  Secretarj  to  the  Treasurj  (Mr.  Jaokaoa) 
Sept  22,  [309]  1260 

Metropolitan  Asylums  Board 
Accommodation  for  ImbeeUe  Children^  Qmm- 
tion,  Mr.  Pickersgill ;  Answer,  The  FkoaU 
dent  of  the  Local  Goremment  Board  (Mi; 
Ritchie)  Aug  30,  [308]  792 
Public  Health,  Question,  Mr.  J.  RovUnda; 
Answer,  The  President  of  iho  Looal  Goiwb- 
ment  Board  (Mr.  Ritchie)  Ssj^  99.  [101] 
1261  ^^ 
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Metropolitan  Asylums  Poarrf— cont. 

Representation  of  the  Metropolitan  Untontj 
Question,  Mr.  Pickersgill  ;  Answer,  The 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
(Mr.  Ritchie)  Sept  9,  [308]  1762 

Small- Pox  Hos/tital  at  Darentky  Question, 
Mr.  Pickeragill ;  Answer,  The  President  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
Aug  27,  [308]  664 

Metropolitan  Police 

Organization  of  the  Force — Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee^  Question,  Mr.  C.  E.  Hamilton  ;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  (Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  17,  [309] 
785 

Summer  Clothing,  Question,  Mr.  Sydney  Bux- 
ton ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department  (Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  9, 
[308] 1740 

Metropolitan  Police  District — Dog  Regulations, 
Question,  Mr.  Norris ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Matthews)  Sept  14,  [309]  339 

Metropolitan  Poor  Bill 

{Mr.  PickersgiU,  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  Buxton^  Mr, 

James  Stuart,  Mr,  Octavius  Morgan,  Mr, 

Montagu,  Mr.  James  Rowlands) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  P*  Sept  7  [Bill  44] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

MiLLTowN,  Earl  of 

Post  Office— Postage  of  Printed  Matter,  [308] 
1719 

Miners'  Wages  Bill 

{Mr.  Conybeare,  Mr.  Mason,  Mr,  Clancy) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  \^^  Aug  20  [Bill  18] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

Mines 

Royal  Commission  on  Accidents  in — The  Report, 
Question,  Mr.  Arthur  Williams ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(  Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  3,  [308]  1182 
Safety  Lamps,  Question,  Mr.  Paulton  ;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  ot  State  for  the  Home 
Department  (Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  21,  [309] 
1110 

Mining  Rents  and  Royalties 

General  or  Special  Laua  Abroad,  Question, 
Mr.  P.  Stanhope  ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Srcn-tary  of  Statt»  for  Fcireiirn  Affairs  (Sir 
J,ini.>  K.  rLMi-sjoh)  >>//f  -I.L309I  1105 

Untid  Kingdom — ;^calt'  of  Royalties  or  Mine 
Rents,  Que.stion,  Mr.  P.  Stanhope  ;  Answer, 
'1  he  ^ecretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
pa  rtmcnt  (Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  22,  [309] 
1255 

Mining  Eoyalties  Bill 

{Mr.  Conybeare,  Mr.  Maton,  Mr.  Borlase,  Mr, 

Burt,  Mr.  Femcicl'f  Mr,  Clancy) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  1°  •  Aug  20  [Bill  4] 

2R.  [Dropped] 


MoLLOY,  Mr.  B.  0.,  King^i  Co,,  Birr 

Army  Estimates — Militia  Paj  and  Allowances, 
[308]  1366,  1366.  1367 
Warlike  Stores,  dec.  Manufacture  and  Re- 
pair of,  [308]  1481,  1634,  1662 
Ireland— Law  and  Justice — Imprisonment  of 

Father  Fahy,  [309]  1319 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  868 
Supply — Commissioners  in  Lunacy  in  England, 
Amendt.  [309]  86,  92 
Criminal   Prosecutions,    Ac,    in    Ireland, 

[309] 306 
Home  Office,  [308]  1830,  1831 
Local  GoTcrnment  Board,  Ac.  [309]  60,85, 

86 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Household  of, 

[309]  281 
Lunacy  Commission,  Scotland,  [309]  266 
Mint,  including  Coinage,  [309]  112 
National  Gallery,  [309]  832,  836 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade  Marks  Act, 

[309]  120 
Public  Works  in  Ireland,  [309]  662, 663 
Woods,  Forests,  and  Land  RoTcnues,  Ae, 
[309]  192,  193,  194,  198,  199,  208 

Montagu,  Mr.  S.,  Tower  Mamlete,  White' 

chapel 
Currency  —  Appointment  of  a    Commission, 

[308]  1319 
Metropolis  —  Open  Spaces  —  Gardens  at  the 

Tower  of  London,  [309]  966 
Postal  Union — Payment  in  French  Currency, 

[308]  1744 
Russia — Ill-treatment  of  an  M.P.  at  Moscow, 

[308]  263 

MoBE,  Mr.  B.  J.,  Shropshire,  Ludlow 
Coanty  Voten  (Sootland)   Act  —  Assefion, 

[308]  885 

Morgan,  Mr.  0.  V.,  BatUreea 

Depression  of  Trade  and  Industry — Report  of 
the  Royal  Commission,  [309]  684 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes—  The  Cadogan 
Estate,  Chelsea,  [309]  1264 

Police  (Metropolis)— The  Wandiworth  Police 
Court,  [309]  1096 

MoBLEY,  Bight  Hon.  J.,  Neweaetle-upott' 

Tyne 
Ireland — Questions 

Crime  and   Outrage  —  Riote  at    Bel&st, 

[308]  91 
Dintrens  in  the  West — Mr.  Tuke's  Report, 

[308)  548 
South- West  District— Sir  Redfert  Bailer, 
[308]  270 
Ireland — Parliamentary  Elections — The  Derry 
Election — Action  of  the  Resident   Magis- 
trate and  Police — Official  Inquiry,  Res.  [309] 
1276, 1277 
Parliament— Business  of  the  House,  [309]  787 
Parliament  —  Business    of   the  House,    Rei. 

[308]  1226 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  AddresH  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  128,  848, 846,  ^2, 865, 1110, 
nil,  1119, 1123 
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MoBLiT,  Right  Hon.  J. — eonU  « 

Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  [309]  460 

County  Court  Officers,  Ac.  in  Ireland, 
[309] 717 

Criminal  ProsecutionB,  &c,  in  Ireland,  [309] 
290 

Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Household  of, 
[309] 268 

Tenants  Relief  (Ireland),  2R.  Motion  for  Ad- 
journment, [309]  1073,  1133,  1U3,  1192 

Mount  -  Edgcumbe,     Earl    of    (  Lord 
Steward  of  the  Household) 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech — Her  Majesty's 
Answer  to  the  Address,  [308]  770 

MxTNDELLA,  Eight  Hon.  A.  J.,  Sheffield, 
BrighUide 
Board  of  Trade—"  Board  of  Trade  Journal " 
— Circular  of  the  Board  to  Chambers  of 
Commerce,  [309]  1125 
Labour     Bureau  —  Appointment    of   Mr. 
Burnett,  [308]  653 
Law  of  Trade  Marks — The  International  In- 
dustrial ConYention,  [308]  368 
Tenants  Relief  (Ireland),  2R.  [309]  1U8 

Unnicipal  Franchise  (Ireland)  Bill 

(Mr,  Zeaht/f  Mr.  Sexton^  Mr,  Timothy  Ear- 
ringtotif  Mr.  Peter  McDonald,  Sir  Thomat 
Ennonde,  Mr,  Tuiie) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  !<>  •  Aug  23  [Bill  32] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

MuEPHT,  Mr.  W.  M.,  DulUn,  St,  Patrick' 9 

India  (Bombay) — Case  of  Mr.  A.  Norton 
Public  Works  Department,  [308]  536 

Ireland — Public  Works — Constitution  of  the 
Proposed  Royal  Commission,  [309]  1354 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  137 

Supply — Criminal  Prosecutions,  do.  in  Ireland* 

[309] 657 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland,  Ac. 

[309]  553 
Prisons,  Ireland,  [309]  737*  739 
Public  Works  in  Ireland,  [309]  567 
Registrar  General  of  Births,  &o.  in  Ireland, 

[309]  612 
Registry  of  Deeds,  Ireland,  [309]  696,  698 

National  School  Teachers  (Ireland)  Bill 

{Mr.  John  G* Connor  {Tipper aryy  S.),  Mr,  Conicny^ 

Mr.  Joseph  Nolany  Mr,  Sheehy) 

e.  Ordered ;  read  !<>  •  Au^  20  [Bill  8] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

Navy  ( Questions) 

Mediih  to  the  Sailors  and  Xaval  Officers  in  the 
Egyptian  and  Soudan  Campaigns,  Question, 
Mr.  Kdwin  Do  Lisle;  Answer,  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  Goorge  Hamil- 
ton) Aug  30,  [308]  783 

[conJt. 


Nayt — eomt, 

Betums  of  Ships  of  War^  Obserraftfamit  Sir 
Edward  Reed;  Reply,  The  First  Lord  ol 
the  Admiralty  (Lord  Geor|pe  Hamilton) ; 
short  debate  thereon  Sepi  8,*  [308]  IIISI 

The  Mediterranean  S^ptadron,  QaettioB,  Mr. 
Gourley ;  Answer,  The  Firat  Lord  of  th» 
Admiralty  (Lord  Cieorge  Hamiltoo)  Aug  27> 
[308]  658 

C0XTRACT8 

Contracts  fur  Pork  and  Butter,  Qaettioa,  Mr. 
John  O'Connor  (Kerry,  S.) ;  Aniwer,  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  Goorie 
Hamilton)  Jt<^  31,  [308]  883;  Qaeation,Mr. 
P.  M'Donald  ;  Answer,  The  Secretarj  to  the 
Admiralty  (Mr.  Forwood^  Sept  2,  1068 

The  Channel  Squadron — Butterine,  QQOitioB, 
Mr.  Hooper;  Answer,  Lord  Cbarlca  Bene- 
ford  (A  Lord  of  the  Admiralty)  Aug  Sl« 
[308]  876 

DoCKTARDt 

Discharge  of  Worhmen  at  BmiXbowlimet  Qnee- 
tions.  Dr.  Tanner  ;  Answers,  The  GIrll  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Ashmead-Bsrtlett) 
Aug  24,  [308]  370  ;  Aug  80,  546 

Works  at  HaMowline^  <^estion,  Mr.  John 
O'Connor  (Kerry,  S.)  ;  Answer.  The  Civil 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Asboiemd-Bart- 
lett)  Aug  31,  [308]  881  ;  Qaestions,  Dr. 
Tanner,  Mr.  John  O'Connor  (Tippeimry,  8.) ; 
Answers,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Adoiiimliy 
(Lord  George  Hamilton)  Sepi  6,  1318 

State  of  Europe^  Reduction  of  the  Ihckumrd 
EstailishmentSt  Qaestion.  Sir  Samuel  ^1- 
8on  ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Adnii- 
ralty  (Lord  Greorge  Hamilton)  Sepi  9,  [308] 
1743 

Obdxancb 

Armour' Piercing  Breech^LosidSmg  Owm$^ 

tions.  Colonel  Hughes- Hallett ;  Ansmei 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  GMfS 
Hamilton)  Aug  23.  [308]  260 ;  J 1^  97, 688 

Oun  Practice  at  Southsea — Recovery  ofSkoit 
Question,  Sir  Samuel  Wilson  ;  AnswViTks 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  Oeoife 
Hamilton)  Aug  31,  [308]  893 

The  88-ton  Guns  of  SJtS.  •' Aiwe,"  Qass- 
tion,  Colonel  Hughes- Hallett;  Anaver,  TW 
First  I^ord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  Geono 
Hamilton)  Aug  20,  [308]  163 

Ships,  &c. 

ff.M.S,  "BeUeisU,*'  Qaestion,  Sir 
Esmonde ;  Answer,  Lord  Charlea 
(A  Lord  of  the  Admiralty)  S^f  17»  [309] 
782 

B.M.S.  **  Imphieusc;*  (^oestion,  Adual 
Field :  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  tho  Ad- 
miralty (Lord  Greorge  Uamiltoo)  Aug  88, 
[.^08]  162 

F.  M.S.  "  Phaeton,"  Questioiis,  Adaidiml  FMd; 
Answers,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Adadialty 
(Urd  George  Hamilton)  5iyl8,  [306]  1188 

Admibaltt 

Access  to  Confidential  Designs  of  Skip§,  Qaes- 
iion.  Colonel  Hughes-Hallett ;  AnawoTp  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiraltf  (Ut4  ~ 
HamUton)  Sepi^  [308J 1188 
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N  ATT — A  dm  ira  ?/y — con  t . 

Chief  Officers  of  the  Coast  Ouard  Service, 
Question,  Mr.  Crilly  ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Forwood)  Sept  20, 

( 309]  9«9 

Education  of  Junior  Erceutive  Officers — Ad- 
miral Luard's  Committee^  Question,  Admiral 
Field  ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty (Lord  George  Hamilton)  Sept  9, 
[308]  1749 

Enpine-Uoom  Artificers^  Questions,  Mr.  Cony- 
bear  e  :  Answers,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  (Lord  George  Hamilton)  Axig  23, 
[308]  271  ;  Aug  26,  560 

Frciiiiri  of  Ifaslar  IhidijCf  Portsmouth,  Ques- 
tion, Sir  Samuel  Wilson  ;  Answer,  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  George  Hamil- 
ton) Septs,  [308]  1186 

Mr.  C.  J.  Cox,  Principal  Clerk,  Question,  Sir 
Richard  Temple  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
to  the  Admiralty  (Mr.  Forwood)  Sept  10, 
[309]  15 

^fr.  /r.  //.  While,  Naval  Constructor  and 
Controller,  Question,  Colonel  IIughes-Hal- 
lett ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty (Lord  George  Hamilton)  Axtg  30,  [308] 
790 

Naval  Schoolmasters*  Pensions,  Question,  Sir 
Samuel  Wilson  ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  (Lord  George  Hamilton) 
6'«7)^9,[3o8]  1754 

Pmi  of  Crews  on  the  China  Station — Rate  of 
Exrha)ifjc,  Questions,  Commander  Bethell ; 
Answers,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
(Lord  George  PLamilton)  Aug  31,  [308]  879  ; 
Question,  Commander  Bethell  ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jack- 
son) Sept  9,  1734 

JRoin'tn  Catholic  Chaplains  on  board  Troop- 
ships, Questions,  Mr.  M.  Ilealy ;  Answers, 
The  P'irst  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord 
Goorgo  Hamilton)  Scpt3^[soS]  1191;  SeptQ, 

Senior  Xaval  Writers,  Question,  Dr.  Tanner ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty 
(Mr.  Forwood)  5(f/)«  20,  [309]  968 

iV/';r  Forest f  The — Sales  of  Land 

Quostion,  Sir  Whittaker  Ellis  ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary   to   the   Treasury  (Mr.   Jackson) 

Sept  10,  [309]  12 

NoLAX,  Colonel  J.  P.,  Galway^  N, 

Army  Kstimatcs — Army  Reserve  Force,  [308] 
HOI,  1100 

Conmiisin.iriat,  Transport,  and  Ordnance 
Store  Establishments,  Wages,  die.  [308] 
1424 

Out-Pensions,  [308]  1601 

Retired  Pay,  <tc.  [308]  1595 

Warlike  Stores,  (Sic,  Manafaotore  and  Re- 
pair of,  [308]  1545,  1669 

Ireland — Questions 

Fishery   Commissioners — Trawllog,  [308] 

795 
Law  and  Justice — Imprisonment  of  Father 

^*'^l»y.  [309]  1317 

Seeds  Act— Repayments,  [308]  532 

Navy  Estimates — Machinery  and  Ships  Built 

by  Contract,  [308]  1690, 1097 


Nolan,  Colonel  J.  P.— eon<. 

Parliament — Bosiness  of  the  House,  Res.  [308] 

1210 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to.  Report,  [308]  1240 
Supply — Chief  Secretary  to   the   Lord   Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  [309]  463,  470,  484 
Criminal  Prosecutions,  d(C.  in  Ireland,  [309] 
312,  634,  635,  636.  637.  656,  657.  658  ; 
Motion  for  reporting  Procrress,  667,  670 
House  of  Lords  Offices,  [308]  1803 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland,  Ac. 

[309]  400,  503.  524,  526,  527,  543,  551 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Household  of, 

[309]  263 
Public  Education,  Ireland,  [309]  885 
Public  Works  in  Ireland,  [309]  555,  573 
Queen's  Colleges,  Ireland,  [309]  889 
Report,  [309]  155 
Secretary  of   State   for  Foreign   Affairs, 

[308]  1838, 1839 
Stationery,  Printing,  &c.  [309]  150 
Town  Holdings.  Motion  for  Re-appointment  of 
Select  Committee,  [308]  249,  250 

Nolan,  Mr.  J.,  Louth,  N. 

Army  (Ireland) — Cavalry  Regiment  at   Dun- 

dalk,  [308]  892,  1309 
Army    Estimates  —  Clothing    Establishments, 
Services,  and  Supplies,  [308J  1454 
Volunteer    Corps    Pay    aud    Allowances, 
[308]  1391 
Disturbances  at    Belfast  Inquiry,   2R.  [308] 

1627 
Navy  Estimates — Medical  Establishments  at 

Home  and  Abroad,  [308]  1674 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  976 
Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  [309]  444,  446 
Constabulary,  Ireland,  [309]  827 
Criminal    Prosecutions,    dtc.    in    Ireland, 

[309]  308 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland,  Ac. 

[309]  552 
Public  Education,  Ireland,  [309]  887 

NoBRis,  Mr.  E.  S.|  Tower  Samlets,  Lime' 
house 
Metropolis — Dog  Regulations,  [309]  339 
Parliament — Committee  on   Procedure,  [308] 

159 
Trade  and  Agriculture,  Royal  Commission  on 
—Foreign  Bouuties,  [308]  781 

NoRTncoTE,    Hon.    H.    S.    (Surveyor 
General  of  the  Ordnance),  Exeter 

Army — Questions 

Army  Clothing  —  Limerick  Clothing  Fac- 
tory, [308J  1325 

Clothing  Department — Army  Clothing  Fac- 
tory, Pimlioo,  [308]  1742 

Contracts — Supply  of  Army  Clothing,  [308] 
534,  535,  1063 

Martello  Tower  at  Sea  Point,  Dublin  Bay, 
L309]  1095 
Army  (Ordnance  Department) — Questions 

Cavalry  Saddles,  [308]  532 

Cavalry  Swords,  Pattern  1884.  [308]  1072 

Defectif e  MiUtarj  Weapons,  [308]  269 

[eont. 
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NoRTHcoTB,  lion.  11.  S. — corU, 

Manufacture  of  Arms,   Ammunition,  &o. 

[308]  160,  1003 
Parohaso  of  100-ton  Guns,  [309]  773 
Small  Arms— Swords  of  the  2ud  Dragoon 

Guards.  [308J  1077 
Storekeepers  at  Purfloet,  [309]  764 
The  New  68-ton  Gun,  [308]  1091 
Army     Estimates — Clothing    Establishments, 

Services,  and  Supplies,  [308]  1439 
Commissariat,  Transport,    and    Ordnance 

Store  Establishments,  Wages,  &o.  [308] 

1420,  1426,  1428 
Warlike  Stores,  d^c,  Manufacture  and  Re. 

pair  of,  [308]  1669 
Works,  Buildings,  dec.  at  Home  and  Abroad, 

[308J  1681 
Navy — Ordnance — Questions 

Manufacture  of  Materials  of  War,  [308]  661 
Manufacture  of  Nordenfelt  Guns  at  Wool- 
wich, [308]  666 
The"  Collingwood  "  42.ton  Gun,  [308]  266 
Supply,  Report,  [308]  1605,  1606 

Northern   Pacific —  Occupation   of  Port 

Hamilton 
Question,  Dr.  Tanner;    Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir 
JsLmei  Fergusson)  Sept  7,  [308]  1476 

North   Sea  Fisheries    Convention,    The — 
The  Protecting  Cruisers 
Question,  Sir  Edward  Birkbeck  ;  Answer,  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord  George 
llamilton)  Sept  8,  [308]  1629 

O'Brien,  Mr.  J.  F.  X.,  Mayo,  8. 

Army   Estimates — Volunteer  Corps   Pay   and 
Allowan<  08,  [308]  1380 
Warlike  Stores,  Ac,  Manufacture  and  Re- 
pair of,  [308]  1676 
Ireland — Law  and  Justice — Imprisonment  of 
Father  Fahy,  [309]  1322 
Midland    Great    Western   Railway — Poor 
Ilarvestmen,  [309]  164 
Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord   Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  [309]  360 
Criminal    Prosecutions,   tSsc.    in    Ireland, 

[309]  685,  CaO 
Local  (lovernmont  Board  in  Ireland,  Ac. 
[309]  542,  643 

O'Brien,  Mr.  P.,  Monaghan,  N. 

India   (Madras)— The   Garstin   Dacoity  Case, 

[309I  5<)3 
Ireland — Questions 

Asylums  for  the  Poor — Monaghan  Asylum, 

[308]  1730;  [309]  334 
Parliamentary    Elections — Polling    Places 

in  the  Monaghan  Division,  [309]  173 
Registration  of  Voters— Sittings  of  Courts 
of  Kevision,  Co.  Monaghan,  [308]  1320, 
'1321  ;— South   Tyrone   Revision   Court, 
[309]  181 
Supply — Mint,  including  Coinage,  [309]  111 

O'Brien,  Mr.  P.  J.,  Tipperary,  N. 
Supply — Constabulary,  Ireand,  [309]  810 


O'Connor,  Mr.  A.,  Dtm^al,  IE, 

Army— Royal  Military  Asvlunri^-Adminioa  of 

Soldjprs*  Children,  [308]  2tStf 
Army  EntiniatPi^ — Ailiuiuistration   of  MillUiy 
Law,  [308]  1328 
Army  Reserve  Force,  [308]  1394 
Chelsea  and  Kilmainham  UotpitaUp  [308] 

1699 
Clothing    Establisbments,    SeirioM^    and 

Supplies,  [308]  1438 
Commissariat,  Transport,  and    Ordnanee 
Store  Establishmenti,  Wagea,  Ae.  [308] 
1414, 1426, 1428 
Medical  Establishments  and  Servioea,  [508] 

1332 
Militia  Pay  and  Allowances,  [308]   1361, 

1362 
Miscellaneous  Eflbetive  SerTiees,[3o8]  1589 
Volunteer     Corps    Pay    and    AUowanass, 

[308]  1374, 1378,  1383 
Warlike  Stores,  4o.,  Manofaotara  and  £•• 

pair  of,  [308]  1688,  1661 
War  Office.  [308]  1691 
Coal  Mines  Regulation  Act  (187S)    Amead- 

ment,  2R.  Bill  withdrawn,  [308]  1053 
Customs  Estimates — Surveyor  of  the  Port  of 

London,  [308]  1787, 1738 
Education  (Grants  to  Schools),  Rat.  [308]  1784 
Ireland  -Questions 

Evictions— Gweedore,  Co.  Donegal,  [308] 

266,  266 
Fishery   Piers   and   IlarboQrs  ^  CnUaff 
Salmon  Fishery   Pier,  [308]  786,  787 
1746, 1747 
Inland  Navigation  and  Drainago^^Drainafe 
of   the  Bann.  [308]  543,  544 ;— Rifer 
Barrow,  [308]  264,  365 
Irish  Church  Act— Relief  of  GMw  For. 

chasers,  [308]  1069        • 
Mines  Regulation — Inspection  of  the  Mon- 
tecn  Colliery,  Co.  Kilkenny,  [309]  980, 
9S1 
National   Education — Irish-Speakinf  Di^ 

triots,  [308]  1478 
Prisons — Maryborough  Gaol,  Dieoipline  ia. 
[308]  1090 ;— Outbreak  of  Fever  ia,  [308] 
1089, 1090 
Rejris  ration  of  Voters — Revision  Coofi  at 

Ramelto.i,  Co.  Donegal,  [308]  1473 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary— Foree  ia  Bel- 
fast, [308]   1737 ;— Collection   of  Seed 
Rate,  [30931117 
Lighthouse  lUuminants — Kxperimenta  aft  tin 

South  Foreland,  [309]  183 
Metropolis — Suburban  Water  Supply — Sattea 
Waterworks  Company — Danger  of  Sapply 
from  Proposed  New  Cemetery,  [309]  961 
Navy  Estimates — Martial  Law,  [30^]  1705 
Medical     Establishmente   at    lionM    aad 

Abroad,  [308I  1673 
Medicines  and  Medical  Stone,  [308]  18Mb 

1847 
Miscellaneous  Services,  [308]  1700 
Naval  Stores  for  Building  aad  Hfiairinf 
the  Fleet,  Ac.  [308]  1678,  1681,  1681, 
1686 
Victualling  Yards  at  nome  and  Ahtaad, 
[308]  1664,  1666,  1657 

Parliament— Business  of  the  Hoase,[3oB]  lOOi, 

1480, 1481 ;- Votes  in  Sapply,  [308]  01 
Parliament — Biisinesi  of  the  Uomml  fSm^  [908] 

1315 
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O'Connor,  Mr.  A.^cont. 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  614,830,863,873;  Report, 
1171 

Public  Accounts  Committee — Secret  Service 
Money,  [308]  067 

Secret  Service  (Repeal),  Comm.  el.  2,  [308] 
1305 

Supply — Bankruptcy  Department  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  [308]  1840,  1841 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieatonant  of 

Ireland,  [309]  480,  481 
Civil  Service  Commission,  [308]  1842, 1843 
Commissioners  in  Lunacy  in  England,  [309] 

101 
County  Court  Officers,  <bo.  in  Ireland,  [309] 

700, 701 
Criminal  Prosecutions,  Ac.  in  Ireland,  [309] 

292,307.324.614 
Home  Office,  [308]  1833,  1837 
House  of  Commons   Offices,   [308]    1813, 

1816,  1821,  1823 
Local  Government  Board,  <S:c.[309]  35,  45, 

81,83 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland,  Ao. 

[309]  41)1,  653 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Household  of, 

[309]  2)6,  267,  259,  260  ;   Amondt.  261, 

262. 270 
Miscellaneous  Expenses,  [309]  918,  919 
Prisons,  Ireland,  [309J  736,  737 
Public  Education,  [309]  743 
I'ublic  Education,  Ireland,  [309]  867,  868 
Queen's  Colleges,  Ireland,  [309]  890 
Registrar  General  of  Births,  <kc.  in  Ireland, 

[309]  678  ;    Amcndt.  604,  613 
Report,  [309]  927 

Science  and  Art  Department,  [309]  759 
Stationery,  Printing,  <feo.  [309J  151 
Supremo  Court  of  Judicature  in  Ireland, 

f  309]  695 
Works  and  Public  Buildings  Office,  [309] 
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O'Connor,  ^[r.  Aldemian  J.,  Kerry ,  8. 
Navy  —  Contracts — Supplies    ol   Mess    Pork, 
[308]  883 
Dockyards — Works   at  Uaulbowline,  [308J 

881 

O'Connor,  Mr.  J.,  Tipperary^  S. 

Army   (Armv    Clothing) — Limerick    Clothing 

Factory,  [308]  1325 
Army    Estimates — Clothing    Establishments, 
Services,   and    Supplies,   Amendt.  [308] 
14  28,  1453 
Militia  Pay  and  Allowances,  [308]  1360 
Volunteer     Corps     Pay    and    Allowances, 
(308]  1375,  1381  ;  Amendt.  1390 
Ireland — National  School  Teachers  Act — Con- 
dition of  Teachers,  [308]  1469 
South- West  District — Sir  Red  vers  Bailer — 
Stabling  for  Horses,  [308]  897 

Nayy    (Dockyards) — Works   at    Uaulbowline, 

[308]  1318 
Navy  Estimates — Machinery  and  Ships  Built 
by  Contract,  Ac.  [308 j  1700 
Miscellaneous  Services,  [308]  1709 
Victualling   Yards  at   Home  and  Abroad, 
[308]  1643,  1649,  1660,  1661,  1664 


O'CoicNOB,  Mr.  J.  (Tipperary,  S.) — eonl. 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  239,  980  ;  Report,  1300 
Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  [309]  450,  453,  454, 
455 

County  Court  Officers,  dbo.  in  Ireland,  [309] 
701  ;  Amendt.  70S,  712,  713 

Criminal  Prosecutions,  &o.,  in  Ireland, 
[309]  289,  292;  Motion  for  Adjourn- 
ment, 311 

Local  Government  Board,  Ac.  in  Ireland, 
[309J  507 

Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Household  of, 
[309L277 

Public  Education,  Ireland,  [309]  873,  875 

Report,  [308]  1606,  1868 

O'Connor,  Mr.  T.  P.,  Liverpool,  Scotland 

Disturbances  at  Belfast  Inquiry,  2R.   [308] 

1625  ;  Comm.  el,  2,  Isog]  495 
Ireland — Crime  and  Outrage — Riots  at  Belfast 
—  Expenses  of  the  Rojal  Hospital,  [308] 
1728 
Law  and  Justice — Imprisonment  of  Father 
Fahy,  [309]  1075,  1314 
Mauritius— Official  Dissensions,  [308]  562 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308I  170,  338,  352,  520,  628,  737, 
861  ;  Report.  1268,  1275,  1276 
Parliament  —  Sessional  Orders  —  Interference 

of  Peers  at  Elections,  [308]  82 
Submarine  Telegraph  Act  (1886)  Amendment, 

Comm.  el.  2,  [309J  328 
Supply — County  Court  Officers,  Ac.  in  Ireland, 
[309]  710,  711,  714,722 
Criminal    Prosecutions,    Ac.   in    Ireland, 
[309]  300,  315,  319,  320,  324,  653,  654, 
665 
House    of  Commons  Offices,  [308]  1816, 

1822,  1823 
Local  Government  Board,  Ac.  [309]  68,  84, 

85 
National  Gallery,  [309]  760 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade  Marks  Act, 

[309]  122 
Prisons,  Ireland,  [309]  742 
Public  Education,  [309]  746 
Stationery,  Printing,  Ac.  [309]  135,  143, 
147, 149 
Tenants  Relief  (Ireland),  2R.  [309]  1041 

O'DoHERTY,  Mr.  J.  E.,  Donegal,  N. 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  716 

O'Hanlon,  Mr.  T.,  Cavan,  E. 

Army  Estimates — Volunteer  Corps  Pay  and 

Allowances,  [308]  1394 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 

swei;  to,  [308]  870,  986 
Post    Office    (Ireland) — Accommodation    at 
Grangegeith,  [309]  1116 
Arrangements  in  Co.  Meath,  [308]  1732 
Representation  of  the  People  Act,  1884 — Extra 
Remuneration  to  Poor  Law  Officials,  [309]  21 
Supply — Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  House- 
hold of,  [309J  278, 284 
Woods  and  Forests,  Department  of — Adminis- 
tration of  tho  Department,  [308]  1798 
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O'Hea,  Mr.  P.,  Donegal,  W. 
Ireland — Evictions — Gweedore,  Co.  Donegal, 
[308]  1182 
Law  and  Justice — Shootinfirat  the  Person — 
Case  of  Denis  Murphy,  [308]  1177 
Navy  Estimates — Victualling  Yards  at  Ilome 

and  Abroad.  [308]  lOOG 
Parliament — Queen's  Sp(>ech,  Address  in  An- 

swer  to,  [308 1  234.  61'J,  SCO,  870 
Post  OflSoe  —  Teli*«;riiph  Clerks — Subsistence 

Allowances.  [308]  10U4 
Supply — Criminal  Prosecutions,  d^c,  in   Ire- 
land ,  [309]  324 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  Household  of, 

[309]  271,  274 
Public  Works  in  Ireland,  [309]  567 
Queen's    and   Lord   Treasurer's   Remem- 
brancer   in     Exchequer,    Scotland,  &o, 
[309]  226 

O'Bjilly,  Mr.  J.,  Hoftcommon,  N. 
Army   Estimates— Volunteer  Corps   Pay   and 

Allowances.  [308]  1392 
Ireland   (South-Wost  District)— Sir   Redvefs 
BuUer,  [308]  666 

Onslow,  Earl  of  (Lord  in  Waiting) 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  22 

Open  Spaces  and  Becreation  Gronnds 

(Dublin)  Bill       (-^/r.  Murphy,  Mr.  T.  B. 

Sullivan,  Mr,  Dwyer  Chray,  Mr.    Timothy 

Harrington) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  1°  •  Aug  24  [Bill  36] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

Ordnance  —  Surveyor     General     {see 
NoRTHCOTE,  Hon.^n.  S.) 

Outlawries  Bill 

e.  Read  1«  *  Aug  19 

Paget,  Sir  E.  H.,  Somerset,  Welh 

Contagioun  DiHoaws  (Animals) — Swine  Fever 

— Inoculation,  [308J  777 
Finance,  6i.c. —  l1npori.1l  Taxation  on  Real  and 
Realized  Personal  Property,  [308]  778 
Taxation  on   Personal  L'ropcrty  in  France, 
Ac.  [308]  778 
Parlianioiil  —  Talace  of  VVcHtminstJT — TIousc  of 
ComnionH  Arran^rc^lcnts  —  A  Select  Com- 
mittee, [308J  881 

^Parliament 

LORDS— 

Meitixo  of  the  Paruiukxt  Aug  5 

The  Sossion  of  Parliament  opened  by  Com- 
mission 

The  Commons  directed  to  proceed  to  the  choice 
of  some  proper  Person  to  be  their  Speaker 

Roll  op  tiie  Loitns — Garter  King  of  Arms 
attending,  delivered  at  the  Table  (in  the 
uMu.1l  niitnnor):!  List  of  the  Lords  Temporal 
in  the  First  Session  of  the  Twenty-fourth 
Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  Aug  5 

[cont. 


Parltamint — Lords — ami. 

The  Lord  Cdancillos  aeqnainted  the  Hobm 
that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments  Imd  pre- 
pared and  laid  it  on  the  Table :  The  ttine 
was  ordered  to  bo  printed  (No.  10)  Aug  31 

Certificate  of  the  Klectlon  of  Sixteen  R^pre* 
HontHtive   Vwn  for  Scotlaiid,  delirered,  ^nd 
3o8]n'ad  Anit  5,  3 

£1*  ction  of  Reprf  tentative  Peers  for  Scotland  ^ 
Minutes  of  lileeting,  presented  aod  ordered 
.     to  lie  on  tho  Table  A%tg  19,  21 

A  Royal  Commisnon,  Speaker  of  the  IIoqm  of 
Commons,  Presented  and  Approved  Aug  ft, 
.     12 

J^tr  fHajcsts's  fHost  (Sracions  5pecc| 

delirered  by  The  Lord  Chavckixob  Aug  19, 
.     20 

The  Queen's  Speech  haWng  been  reported  bj 
The  Lord  Cuancillor  ;  An  Address  to 
Her  Majesty  thereon  moved  by  The  Eari 
of  OxsLow  (the  Motion  being  seconded  hf 
The  Lord  Di  Ros)  Aug  19,  29  ;  after 
debate.  Address  agreed  to,  nemins  tfiftca- 
tiente,  and  ordered  to  be  presented  to  Her 
Majesty  bj  the  Lords  with  White  StaToe 

UiR    Majesty's    Amwm   to   trb    Aneun 
.     reported  Aug  80,  770 

Cliairman  of  Committees  —  The  Dake  of 
Buckingham  and  Cbandos  appointed,  nmiM 
dissentiente,  to  take  the  Chair  in  all  Com- 
mittees of  this  House  for  thii  Sswion 
Atig  19 

Committee  for  Privileges — appointed  Aug  19 

Sub-Committee  for  the  Joumale  ^  appointed 
Jti^l9 

Appeal  Committee^ap^inied  Aug  19 

Slandin/r    Orders    Committee  —  nominated 

Sept  2 

The  Lords  following,  with  the  Ghaimun  of 
Committees,  were  named  of  the  Committee: 
— Ld.  I'riry  Seal,  M.  Winchester,  M.  Bath, 
Ld.  Chamberlain,  E.  Devon,  E.  Lindsay, 
K.  Carnarvon,  E.  Mi  lit  own.  E.  Belmore, 
E.  Powifi,  E.  Verulam,  E.  Moriey,  E.  Am- 
herst, E.  Camperdown,  E.  Dncie,  E.  Sydney, 
K.  Wharncliffe,  V.  Ilawardcn,  V.  Ilatchia- 
son,  V.  Ilardinge,  V.  Everslej,  V.  Oxen- 
bridge,  L.  de  llos,  L.  Clinton,  L.  Saye 
and  Sp|e,  L.  BaUoar  of  Barley,  L.  Boyle, 
L.  Digby,  L.  Thurlow,  L.  Hopetonn,  L. 
Fnxford,  L.  Colchester,  L.  Silchester,  L. 
Kintore,  L.  Sodeley,  L.  Belper,  L.  Hartis- 
mere,  L.  Wolrerton,  L.  Sandhnralg  and  L. 
Colville  of  CulrOBS 

Committee  of  Selection — The  Lords  Ibllowinc : 
viz. — E.  Morler.  E.  Lathom,  L.  BoyloTX. 
Colville  of  CnlrosB,  were  appointed,  with 
the  Chairman  of  Committees,  a  Committee 
to  select  and  propose  to  the  Hoaae  tho  1 
of  the  Arc  Lords  to  form  a  Seleet  Ci 
for  the  consideration  of  eaeh  oppOMd  rihUi 
Bill 
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Parliament — Lords — eont. 

Private  and  Provisional  Order  Confirmation 
Bills 

Ordered,  That  Standing  Order  No.  73  bo  dis- 
pensed with  in  the  case  of  all  Private  and 
Provisional  Order  Confirmation  Bills  sus- 
pended in  the  last  Session  of  Parliament 
Aua  31 

Resolutions,  The  Chairman  of  Committees 
(The  Duke  of  Bnckin<;ham  and  Chandos) 
S^pt  2(»,  [309]  i>4S  ;  Resolutions  agreed  to  ; 
Ordered,  Tiiat  the  said  Resolutions  be 
printed  (No  23) 

Business  of  the  House^  Question,  Earl  Gran- 
ville :  Answer,  The  i'rime  Minister  (The 
Marquess  of  Salisburjr)  Aug  19,  l3o8]  22 

Prorogation  of  the  Parliament 

%tx  fHajestg's  iHost  Oracfous  Specd^ 

delivered  by  The   Lord   High   Chancellob 
Sept  25,  [309]  1349 
The  Parliament  prorogued  by  Commission  to 
Thursday,  November  11 

COMMONS  — 

308 J  Meeting  of  the  Parliament  Aug  5,  4 

A  Book  containing  a  List  of  the  Names  of  the 
Members  returned  to  servo  in  this  Parlia- 
ment delivered  to  Reginald  Francis  Douce 
Palgrave,  Esquire,  by  Kenneth  Augustus 
Muir  Mackenzie,  Esquire,  Clerk  of  the 
Crown  in  Chancery  in  Great  Britain 
Aug  5,  4 

Message  from  The  Lords  Commissioners 

The  House  went  up  to  the  Ilouse  of  Peers  ; 
and  being  returned— The  Ilouse  proceeded 

to  the 

Election  of  a  Speaker 

The  Right  Honourable  Arthur  Wellesloy  Peel 

unanimously  called  to  the  Chair  Aug  5,  4 
Mr.  Speaker  reported  Her  Majesty's  Approval, 
and  took  and  subscribed  the  Oath  Aug  6, 
.      15 

Messniro  to  attend  The  Lords  Commissioners  ; 
— The  House  went  ;  and  being  returned — 

Mr.  Speaker  reported,  That  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners under  the  Great  Seal  for  opening 
and  holding  this  Parliament  had  made  a 
Communication  to  both  Houses,  which  Mr. 
Speaker  read  to  the  House  Aug  6,  16 

.  E/'.' 7 JO 7J5  — Resolutions  Aug  6,  16;    Aug  19, 
.      73 

Chairman  of  Committees  of  IVays  and  Means, 
Notice,  The  Secretary  of  State  lor  War  (Mr. 
.      W.  H.  Smith)  Sept  3,  1303 

Privileges  —  Ordered,  That  a  Committee  of 
Privileges  bo  appointed  Aug  19 

Piililic  Petitions,  Select  Committee  appointed 
and  nominated  Aug  24,  as  follows: — Sir 
Charles  Forsier  (Chairman),  Mr.  Cavendish 
Bentinck.  Colonel  Bridgoman,  Mr.  James  A. 
Campbell,  Mr.  Donald  Crawford,  Mr.  Hugh 
Klliot,  Mr.  Morgan  Howard,  Mr.  William 
Lowther,  V^iscount  Lymington,  Mr.  M'Lagan, 
Mr.  Mulholland,  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor,  Mr. 
Richard  Power,  Mr.  Henry  ToUemaohe,  and 
Mr.  Wiggin 

[eonL 


Parliament — Commons— «(m^. 

Parliament—Standing  Orders,  Select  Com- 
mittee nominated  Aug  26,  as  follows :— 
Sir  John  Mowbray  (Chairman),  Mr.  Dwyer 
Gray,  Mr.  Ualsey,  Mr.  William  Lowther, 
Colonel  Nolan,  Mr.  Craig- Sellar,  Mr.  Stans- 
feld,  and  Mr.  Whitbread 

Ordered,  That  the  Select  Committee  do  consist 
of  Twelve  Members  Aug  27 

Ordered,  That  Sir  Edward  Birkbeck,  Mr. 
Buchanan,  Mr.  Cubitt.  and  Mr.  Sclater- 
Booth  be  added  to  the  Committee 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  Standing  Order 
No.  91  as  fixes  five  as  the  quorum  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders  be 
read,  and  suspended 

Ordered,  That,  for  the  remainder  of  the  Ses- 
sion, Three  be  the  quorum  of  the  Com- 
mittee {Sir  John  Mowbray) 

Selection^  Qommitt^  nominated  Aug  26,  as 
follows: — Sir  John  Mowbray  (Chairman), 
Dr.  Cameron,  Lord  Edward  Cavendish,  Mr. 
Cubitt,  Mr.  Illingworth,  Mr.  Justin  McCar- 
thy, Sir  Archibald  Orr  Ewing,  and  Mr. 
Whitbread 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  do  consist  of 
Nine  Members  Aug  30 

Ordered,  That  Lord  Edward  Cavendish  be 
discharged 

Ordered,  That  Sir  H.  H.  Vivian  and  Sir 
Robert  N.  Fowler  be  added  to  the  Oommittee 
(Sir  John  Mowbray) 

Printing 

Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  assist  Mr.  Speaker  in  all  matters 
which  relate  to  the  Printing  eieeated  by 
Order  of  this  House,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
selecting  and  arranging  for  Printing,  Returns 
and  Papers  presented  in  pursuance  of  Mo- 
tions made  by  Members  of  this  House 
Aug  23 

Committee  nominated  as  follows :— Mr.  Uenry 
H.  Fowler,  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Parnell,  Sir 
Joseph  Pease,  Mr.  Raikes,  Sir  George 
Russell,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Stansfeld,  Colonel 
Tottenham,  and  Mr.  Whitbread 

Kitchen  and  Refreshment  Rooms  {House  0/  Com" 
tnoiu)— Committee  appointed  and  nominated 
Aug  26,  as  follows  : — Mr.  A.  H.  Acland, 
Mr.  Agg-Gardner,  Mr.  Big^ar,  Mr.  William 
Corbet,  Baron  Dimsdale,  Mr.  Fenwick,  Mr. 
Flower,  General  Goldsworthy,  Mr.  Herbert, 
Viscount  Lcwisbam,  Mr.  Long,  Mr.  Mar- 
joribanks,  Mr.  Richard  Power,  Baron  De 
Rothschild,  Mr.  Shell,  and  Mr.  Terburgh 

2lbtire00  to  J^er  iWaje^tg  on  f^er  iWo0t 
ffiractoug  Speech— 

The  Queen's  Speech  having  been  reported  by 
Mr.  Speaker  ;  An  humble  Address  thereon 
moved  by  Colonel  Kino-Uarman  (the  Motion 
being  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Maclean) 
308]  Aug  19,  91 ;  after  long  debate,  Debate  ad- 
journed 

.Debate  resumed  [Second  Night]  Aug  20, 170  ; 
after  long  debate.  Debate  further  a<yoarned 

.  Debate  reiamed  [Third  Night]  Aug  23,  277; 
after  loog  debate,  Debtto  foriher  adjoomed 

[Mm* 
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Parltamknt — Commons — eorU, 

308]  Debate  rcaamed  [Fourth  Night]  Aug  24,  382 

Amendt.,  at  end  of  last  p«irngraph,  add  "  And 
humbly  to  assure  Her  Majesty  that  we  fear 
that,  owinj;  to  the  heavy  fall  in  the  price  of 
agricultural  produce,  the  greatest  difficulty 
will  be  experienced  in  the  coining  winter  by 
the  Irish  tenant  farmers  in  the  payment  of 
their  present  rents,  and  many  will  be  unable 
to  pay  these  rents.  That  numerous  evictions 
confiscating  the  rights  vested  in  the  tenants 
by  the  Land  Act  of  1881,  causing  widespread 
suffering  and  endangering  the  maintenance 
of  scoial  order  will  be  the  result.  That  we 
deprecate  any  attempt  to  transfer  the  loss 
likely  to  arise  duo  to  inability  to  pay  the  pre- 
sent rents,  from  the  owners  ot  land  to  the  tax- 
payers of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  by  any 
extension  of  State-assisted  purchase  on  the 
basis  of  rents  fixed  when  prices  were  higher 
than  they  now  are  "  ( ^^r.  Parnell) ;  Ques- 
tion proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there 
added;"  after  long  debate,  Debate  ad- 
journed 

.Debate  resumed  [Fifth  Night]  Aug  25,  486; 
after  long  debate.  Debate  further  adjourned 

.Debate  resumed  [Sixth  Night]  Aug  26,  602; 
after  long  debate,  Debate  further  adjourned 

.Debate  resumed  [Seventh  Night]  Aug  27, 670  ; 
after  long  debate,  Question  put;  A.  181, 
N.  804  ;  M.  123 

Division  List,  Ayes  and  Noes,  766 

Original  Question  again  proposed ;  Moved, 
'*  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned  "  {Mr. 
S.  Smith) ;  Question  put,  and  agreed  to ; 
Debate  further  adjourned 

.  Debate  resumed  [Eighth  Night]  Aug  30,  797 

Amendt.  to  add,  at  end  of  Question  *'  And  this 
House  humbly  expresses  its  regret  at  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  War  in  Upper  Burmah,  and 
the  great  extension  of  Military  operations 
occasioned  thereby  ;  and  humbly  represents 
to  Her  Majesty  that  the  expenses  of  the  said 
War  should  not  bo  borne  exclusively  by 
India"  (J/>-.  S.  Smith)  ;  Question  proposed, 
"  That  those  words  be  there  added  " 

Amendt.  proposed  to  the  said  proposed  Amendt. 
To  leave  out  all  after  "  Burmah,  and  "  to 
end  of  proposed  Amendt.,  add  *'  at  learning 
that  the  Government  have  resolved  to  per- 
severe in  thJr  policy  of  annexation,  espe- 
cially as  the  1  ative  population  have,  by  their 
active  hostility  and  armed  resistance  to  the 
invading  forces,  shown  th.it  tlu>y  have  no 
desire  to  live  under  British  rule "  ( J/r. 
Cremcr)  v.  ;  Question  proposed,  "  That  the 
words,  &c. ;  **  after  long  debate,  Question 
put  ;  A.  201,  N.  126  ;  M.  70  (D.L.  4) 

Question  put,  "That  the  words  '  This  House 
humbly  expresses  its  regret  at  the  con- 
tinuance ot  the  War  in  Upper  Burmah,  and 
the  great  extension  of  Military  operations 
occasioned  thereby  :  and  humbly  represents 
to  Her  Majesty  that  the  ex|)oiises  of  the  said 
War  should  not  be  borne  exclusively  by 
India'  be  added  to  the  Main  Question;" 
A.  125,  N.  199;  M.  74 

•         Division  List,  Ayes  auJ  Noc5,  858 
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Main  Qoestion  again  proposed  ;  Mored,  *'  That 
the  Debate  be  now  adjonmed  **  {Dr,  Clark)  ; 
after  short  debate,  Qaestion  pat ;  A.  1S3, 
N.  197  ;  M.  76  (D.L.  6) 
308]  Main  Qaestion  again  proposed,  870  ;  Mored, 
"That  this  House  do  now  adjonm"  (Jlr. 
Picton) ;  after  short  debate.  Motion  with- 
drawn 
.  Main  Question  again  proposed,  873 ;  MoTed, 
"  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned  "  ( Jfr. 
A.  Sutherland) ;  Qaestion  pat,  and  agreed 
to ;  Debate  farther  adjourned 

.Debate  resumed  [Ninth  Night]  Aug  31,  898 
Amendt.  at  end  of  last  paragraph,  add  "  And 
this  House  humbly  expresses  its  regret  that 
the  condition  of  aflGsiirs  in  the  Highlands  and 
Islands  of  Scotland  is  very  onsatisfaetory : 
that  the  administration  of  the  Law  doei  not 
possess  the  confidence  of  the  people ;  that 
the  Naval  Forces  are  sopposed  to  be  re* 
quired  to  overawe  a  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion ;  and  that  the^greatest  and  most  press- 
ing grievance  ot  the  crofters  and  eottira  has 
not  been  remedied  by  the  Crofter*  Aet, 
which  has  failed  to  provide  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  present  inadequate  holdings^ 
and  the  formation  of  new  holdings,  where 
they  are  urgently  required  "  {Mr,  Buhmont) ; 
Question  proposed,  "That  those  words  bo 
there  added ; "  after  long  debate,  Qnettion 
put;  A.  121,  N.  203;  M. 83 

Division  List,  Ayes  and  Noes,  987 
Main  Question  again  proposed  ;  Moved,  '*  That 
the  Debate  be  now  adjoamed  "  ( JTr.  Swtoa) ; 
after  short  debate,  Qaestion  pnt^  and  agreed 
to ;  Debate  farther  adjoamed 

.Debate  resumed  [Tenth  Night]  Stpt  1,  991 
Amendt.  at  end  of  last  paragraph,  add  *'  And 
humbly  to  represent  to  Her  Majesty  that 
certain  circumstances  acoonncable  fisr  the 
recent  outbreak,  prolongation,  and  repeated 
lonewals  of  riots,  raids  forptunder,  and  eon- 
flicts  with  the  Forces  of  the  Crown,  in  BeU 
fiist,  dictate  the  necessity  for  the  prompt 
adoption  of  special  measares  for  the  main- 
tenance of  social  order  there,  and  that  the 
most  imperative  and  urgent  of  these  mea- 
sures are,  the  re-establishment  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's authority  in  the  district  from  which 
the  Constabulary  Force  has  been  ozpellod 
by  the  rioters,  the  limitation  of  all  powers  of 
control  over  the  Forces  of  the  Crown,  in 
tiroes  of  public  emergency,  and  adiudieaiioB 
upon  cases  of  persons  charged  with  ollbneca 
against  social  order,  to  magistrates  direetly 
responsible  to  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
and  the  increase  of  the  local  Constabolarj 
Force  to  such  a  strength  as  may  enable  it  to 
deal  with  any  probable  contingeney,  until 
Parliament,  on  consideration  of  the  Report 
of  the  Commission  of  Inquiry,  can  proceed 
to  the  application  of  adequate  permantat 
measures  for  the  protection  of  life  and  pro- 
perty in  certain  quarters  of  Bel&st "  {jfr. 
Sexton) ;  Qoestion  proposed,  "  That  ttaooo 
words  be  thero  added  ; "  after  long  debate. 
Debate  further  adjonraed 

Debate  resumed  [Eleventh  Night]  Sifi  9, 
1096;  after  long  debate^  QuMiioa  p«t; 
A.  127,  N.  225;  M.  98 
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308]     Division  List,  Ayes  and  Noes,  1159 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to 

Committee  appointed,  **  to  dra\7  up  an  Address 
to  be  pros»Mited  to  Her  Majesty  upon  the 
said  Resolution  ;  "  List  of  the  Committee, 
.      1162 

Report  of  Address  brought  up,  and  read  1® 

Moved,    "That    the    Address  be  read   2®:" 
Moved,"  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned  " 
{^fr.  Pamell)  ;  after  short  debate,  Question 
.     put ;  A.  131,  N.  228  ;  M.  107  (D.  L.  9) 
.  Orisrinal     Question     again     proposed,    1IG5  ; 
Moved,  "  That  this  Uouse  do  now  adjourn  " 
{Mr.  James   Stuart)  ;   after    short    debate. 
Question   put ;    A.    120,   N.    223 ;  M.  103 
(D.  L.  10) 
.  Original     Question     again     proposed,    1169  ; 
Moved,"  That  the  Debate  be  now  adjourned  " 
{yfr.  Dillwyn)  ;  after  short  debate,  Motion 
agreed  to  ;  Debate  adjourned 

.Debate  resumed  Sept  3,  1228 ;  Question  put ; 
Address  read  3<* 

Amcndt.  to  add,  at  end  "  And  we  humbly  declare 
to  Your  Majesty,  that  certain  language  used 
and  published  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, in  regard  to  the  action  which  ought 
to  bo  taken  by  a  certain  section  of  the  Irish 
people,  should  the  Bill  for  the  better  Govern- 
ment of  Ireland  (1886)  pass  into  Law,  was 
calculated  to  provoke  breaches  of  the  Law, 
and  ought  to  be  publicly  withdrawn,  in  view 
of  the  preservation  of  the  peace  of  Ireland  " 
{Mr.  Lahouchere)  ;  Question  proposed, 
**  That  those  words  bo  there  added  '* 

Amendt.  proposed  to  the  proposed  Amendt. 
To  leave  out  from  "  used,"  to  '•  calculated," 
insert  *'  by  certain  Members  of  this  House, 
and  (heir  participation  in  Conventions  held 
in  Foreign  Countries  in  reference  to  Irish 
affairs,  have  given  colour  to  the  allegations 
which  have  been  publicly  made  and  exten- 
sively circulated  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom  that  such  persons  are  or  have 
been  members  or  associates  of  the  Fenian 
Hrothorhood  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the 
Irish  Republican  Brotherhood  are"  {Colo- 
ml  Saundcrton)  r. ;  Question  proposed, 
"  That  the  words,  die.  ;  "  after  long  debate. 
Question  put,  and  agreed  to 

Main  Question  put ;  A.  110,  N.  202  ;  M.  83 
Division  List,  Ayes  and  Noes,  1278 

Amendt.  at  end,  add,  •*  Wo  humbly  represent 
to  Your  Majesty  that  the  pacification  of 
Upper  lUirmah  would  be  promoted  by  an 
in<lependent  inquiry  into  the  mode  of  admi- 
nistering the  Law  in  the  Courts  of  that 
Country,  and  humbly  pray  Your  Majesty  to 
cause  such  inquiry  to  be  made,  and  the 
results  to  be  communicated  to  this  Uouse" 
{Dr.  Cameron)  Sept  3,  1280;  Question  pro- 
posed, "  That  those  words  be  there  added  ;" 
after  short  debate.  Question  put;  A.  81, 
N.  192;  M.  HI  (D.  L.  12) 

Moved,  "  That  this  House  doth  agree  with  the 
Committee  in  the  said  Address  ** 

Law  and  Justice  (Scotland) — Administratum, 
Observations,  Dr.  Clark  ;  Reply,  The  Lord 
Advocate  (Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Maodonald) ;  ihort 
.     debate  thereon  Sept  3,  1289 


Parliamint — Couuovn^eont, 

Question  put,  and  agreed  to  ;  to  be  oommoni- 
cated  by  Privy  Councillors 

Heb    Majesty's    Answer    to    the   Addbeii 
309]  reported  Sept  14,  343 

Debate  on  the  Address.  Personal  Explanation, 
Mr.  Mahony  Sept  17,  788 

DOUBLE  RETURNS 

County  of  Edinburgh  (Midlothian)  and  Bo- 
rough of  Leith,  Letter  receiTed  by  Mr. 
Speaker  from  the  Right  Uon.  William  Ewart 
Gladstone,  electing  to  serve  for  the  County 
of  Edinburgh  (Midlothian)  Aug  9,  [308]  19 

Belfast  Borough  ( Western  LHvision)  and  Sligo 
County  (Southern  Division),  Motion,  Mr. 
Biggar ;  Observations,  Mr.  Speaker  ;  Ques. 
tions,  Mr.  Sexton,  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson  ;  An- 
swers, Mr.  Speaker  Aug  20,  [308]  168 

The  Committee  ox  Procedube 

Question,  Mr.  Norris ;  Answer,  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  (Lord  Randolph 
Churchill)  Aug  20,  [308]  159 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  Question,  Mr.  R. 
G.  Webster;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  (Lord  Randolph  Chrrohill) 
Sept  22,  [309]  1269 

THE  NEW  RULES  OF  PROCEDURE 

Rule  2  (Adjournment  of  the  House) 

MoTcd,  "  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn  " 
Matter  (The  Appointment  of  a  Military 
Officer  over  an  extensive  District  in  Ireland) 
(Mr.  E.  R.  Russell)  Aug  26,  [308]  565  ; 
after  debate.  Question  put ;  A.  146,  N.  241  ; 
M.95 

Division  List,  Ayes  and  Noes,  599 

PRIVATE  BILLS 

Resolutions,  The  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means 
(Mr.  Courtney)  Sept  20,  [309]  955 

SITTINGS   AND    ADJOURNMENT    OF 
THE  HOUSE 

Resolved,  That  this  (louse  will,  at  the  rising 

of  the  Uouse  this  day,  adjourn  till  Thursday 

19th  August  Aug  10 
Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  at  the  rising 

of  the  House  this  day,  adjourn  till  Monday 

next  (Mr,  Jackson)  Aug  20 
Resolved,  That  this  House,  at  its  risin|f,  do 

adjourn  till   Monday   next   (Mr.   Jackson) 

Aug  21 
Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  at  the  rising 

of  the  House  this  day,  adjourn  till  Satardaj 

(Mr,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  Sept  23 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  AND  PUBLIC 

BUSINESS 

Notice  of  Motion,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer (Lord  Randolph  Churebill)  Aug  19, 
308]  89 ;  Question,  Mr.  Arthor  O'Connor ;  An- 
swer, Mr.  Speaker  Sept  7,  1480  ;  Question, 
Mr.  C.  E.  Lewis;  Answer,  The  Cbaneellor 
of  the  Exoheqoer  (Lord  Randolph  Churchiil 
•  Sept  9,  1755  ;^Dwratian  of  the  Seitian^ 
QuMtioD,  Mr.  PanMll ;  Aniwer,  The  Ohan. 
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Pabliament — CouuovB^Biisiness  of  the  Souse 
and  Public  Business — cont. 

cellor  of  the   Exchequer    (Lord   Randolph 

308]  Churchill)  Aug  19.  m '.-^Votes  in  Supply, 

Question,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor  ;  Answer, 

The    Chancellor  of  the    Exchequer    (Lord 

.  Randolph  Churchill)  Aug  1ft,  91  i^Bills  of 
Private  Members^  Question,  Mr.  Labouchero; 
Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

.  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  Aug  20,  166  ;— 
JUours  of  Cotnmencemcnt,  Observation,  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Lord  Randolph 

.  Churchill)  Aug  20,  169  ;— Precedence  of  Go- 
vernment Orders  —  Motions  on  Perpetual 
Pensi'us  and  Incidence  of  the  Poor  Rate, 
Questions,  Mr.  Bradlaugh,  Mr.  Pickersgill ; 
Answers,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

.  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  Aug  30,  795  ;— 
The  Estimates,  Question,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Con- 
nor ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer  (Lord    Randolph    Churchill)  Sept   2, 

.      1095 
309]  Question,  Mr.  Dillon ;    Answer,  The  Chan- 
cellor  of  the   Exchequer   (Lord   Randolph 

;  Churchill)  Sept  20,  983  ;  ~- Committee  of 
Supply  —  Incorrect  Entry  in  Votes,  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  Sexton ;    Answers,  Mr.  Speaker 

.  Sept  10,  2%  \— Order  of  Supply—The  Vote 
for  Ike  Royal  Irish  Constabulary,  Question, 
Mr.  Sexton  ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill), 
Sept  16,  GOl ;  —  Ministerial  Statement — 
Tenants  Relief  {Ireland)  Bill,  Questions, 
Mr.  John  Morlof,  Mr.  Labouchere,  Sir 
George  Campbell ;  Answers.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 

.     Sept  17,  787 

Orders  of  the  Day  and  Business  oftbe  House 

The  Address 

Moved,  "  That  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  re- 
suming the  Adjourned  Debate  on  the  Motion 
for  the  Address  havo  precedence  this  day  of 
the  Notices  of  Motion,  and  To-morrow  of 
the  other  Orders  of  the  Day  "  (Mr.  Clutn- 
cellar  of  the  Exchequer)  Aug  24,  [308]  381  ; 
after  short  debate,  Motion  agreed  to 

Ordered,  That  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  re- 
suming the  Adjourned  Debate  on  the  Motion 
for  the  Address  havo  precedence  this  day  of 
the  Notices  ot  Motion,  and  To-morrow  of 
the  other  Orders  of  the  Day  (Mr,  Chan- 
cell  or  of  the  Exchequer)  Aug  31 

Mpvcd,  "  That  the  Committees  of  Supply  and 
Ways  and  Means,  and  all  stages  of  the  Ap- 
propriaiion  Bill,  have  precedence  of  other 
Orders  of  the  Day  and  the  Notices  of  Motions 
on  every  day  on  which  they  may  be  ap- 
pointed "  {Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer) 
Sept3,[^ob]  1195 

Atncndt.  to  leave  out  from  **  That,"  add  "  in 
the  opinion  of  this  House  the  state  of  Ire- 
land is  such  as  to  require  the  proposal  of 
ri'nn.'dial  measures  by  the  Government, 
bet'nre  the  time  of  the  House  is  appropriated 
soh'ly  to  the  Business  of  Supply"  (Mr. 
Dillon)  ?', ;  Question  proposed,  "  That  the 
words,  Ac.  ;  "  after  debate,  Amendt.  with- 
drawn ;  main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to 

Ordered,  That  the  Standing  Order,  No.  21, 
relating  to  Notices  on  going  into  Committee 

leotU, 


Parliament— Commons— Ordtfrt  of  the  Da^  ami 
Business  of  the  Haiue — cont. 

of  Supply  on  Monday  and  Thanday  be  «z- 
tended  to  the  other  days  of  the  week  (Jfr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exeheq^ter) 
Ordered,  That,  on  Monday  nest,  the  Order  of 
the  3rd  day  of  September, giving  precedenee 
to  all  stages  of  the  Appropriation  Bill,  be 
suspended  (Mr,  Chancellor  of  the  Exekeqfuer) 
Sept  18 

Ordered,  That  the  Standing  Orden  of  the 
IIouso  relating  to  Wedneeday  Sittinn  be 
suspended  To-morrow   {Mr.   ChaneeUar  of 

the  Exchequer)  Sept  21 

Ordered,  That  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  re- 
suming the  Adjourned  Debate  on  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Tenants  Relief  (Ireland)  Bill 
have  precedence  next  after  the  Consolidated 
Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill  (  Mr,  CkfmceUcr  of 
the  Exehequer)  Sept  21 

IIonsB  or  Commons 

Appointment  of  Offieers  of  this  Houte^  QnestioB, 
Mr.  Richard  Power;  Answer,  The  Post- 
master General  (Mr.  Raikes)  iS^  7,  [308] 

1474 

PALACE  OF  WESTMINSTER 

Constables  on  Duty,  Questions,  Mr.  Brad- 
laugh  ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Ifatthews) 
Sept  16,  [309]  584 

Electrical  CommunieaiioH  in  the  House,  Qnei- 
tion.  Captain  Cotton;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  S^  3, 
[308]  1076 

Bouse  of  Commons  ArroMgemenU-^A  Select 
Committee,  Question,  Sir  Riohard  Paget ; 
Answer,  The  Chaneellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(Lord  Randolph  Chorohill)  Aug  31,  [308] 

881 

Re -opening  of  JVestmintter  Hall,  Qnettioo, 
Sir  Henry  Tyler;  Answer.  The  Firat  Com- 
missioner of  Works  (Mr.  Plonket)  Aug  30, 

[308]  782 

Shelter  in  Palace  Yard,  Question,  Mr.  W. 
Beckett ;  Answer,  The  First  Commistioner 
of  Works  (Mr.  Planket)  Au^  30,  [308]  160 

Ventilatioti  of  the  House 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  to  inquire  into 

the  Ventilation  of  the  House  be  re-appointed 

Aug  23 :    Committee    nominated    of    Mr. 

Tatton    Egorton,     Dr.    Farqnharaon,    Mr. 

Cyril    Flower,    Sir    Guyer    Hunter,     Mr. 

Isaacs,  Mr.  Lyell,  Mr.  Plnnket,  Mr.  iUchard 

Power,  and  Sir  Henry  Roscoe 
Question,  Mr.  Kadoliffe  Cooke;  Answer,  The 

First  Commissioner  of  Works  (Mr.  Plonket} 

Aug  26,  [308]  554 

The  Prorogation 

Adjournment  of  the  House,  Obserratioo,  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Lord  Randolph 
Churchill)  Sept  23,  [309]  1353 

He -assembling  of  the  House,  Questions,  Mr. 
Shaw  LcfeTre,  Sir  George  Campbell;  An- 
swers, The  Chancellor  of  the  Esebsqov 
(Lord  Randolph  Churchill}  SqU  ».  [jof] 
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Parliament  —  Sessional  Orders  —  Inter' 
ference  of  Peers  in  Elections 
Moved,  *'  That  it  is  a  high  infringemoDt  of  the 
liberties  and  privileges  of  the  Commons  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  for  anj  Lord  of  Par- 
liament, or  other  Peer  or  Prelate,  not  being 
a  Peer  of  Ireland  at  the  time  elected,  and 
not  having  declined  to  serve  for  any  coanty, 
city,  or  borough  of  Great  Britain,  to  concern 
himself  in  the  Election  of  Members  to  serve 
for  the  Commons  in  Parliament,  except  only 
any  Peer  of  Ireland,  at  such  Elections  in 
Great  Britain  respectively  where  such  Peer 
shall  appear  as  a  Candidate,  or  by  himself,  or 
any  others,  be  proposed  to  be  elected  ;  or  for 
any  Lord  Lieutenant  or  Governor  of  any 
county  to  avail  himself  of  any  authority  de- 
rived from  his  Commission,  to  influence  the 
Election  of  any  Member  to  serve  for  the 
Commons  in  Parliament'*  Aug  19,  [308]  73  ; 
after  debate,  Question  put ;  A.  294,  N.  126  ; 
M.  168  (D.  L.  1) 

Parliament — House  of  Lobds 
New  Peers 

Aug  19— The  Right  Honourable  William  John 
Lord  Monson,  created  Viscount 
Oxonbridge  of  Burton  in  the  county 
of  Lincoln 

Sir  Michael  Arthur  Bass,  Baronet, 
created  Baron  Burton  of  Range- 
more  and  of  Burton-upon-Trent, 
both  in  the  county  of  Stafford 

Sir  Thomas  Brassey,  K.C.B.,  created 
Baron  Brassey  of  Bulkeley  in  the 
county  of  Chester 

Sir  Henry  Thring,  K.C.B.,  created 
Baron  Thring  of  Alderhurst  in  the 
county  of  Surrey 

Sept  2— The  Right  Honourable  Sir  Richard 
Assheton  Cross,  6.C.B.,  created 
Viscount  Cross  of  Broughton-in- 
Furness  in  the  coanty  Palatine  of 
Lancaster 

The  Right  Honourable  Sir  Frederick 
Arthur  Stanley,  G.C.B.,  created 
Baron  Stanley  of  Preston  in  the 
county  Palatine  of  Lancaster 

Sat  First 

Aug  6— The  Viscount  Melville,  after  the  death 
of  his  uncle 
The  Lord  Penrhyn,  after  the  death 
of  bis  father 

Parliament — House  of  Commons 

New  Writs  Issued 

Aug  6 — For  Paddington  (South  Division),  v. 
Right  honble.  Randolph  Henry 
Spencer  Churchill,  commonly 
c.illcd  Lord  Randolph  Churchill, 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
For  Bristol  (Western  Division),  v. 
Right  honble.  Sir  Michael  Edward 
Uicks-Beach,  baronet.  Chief  Se- 
cretary to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland 

[0O1U. 


Pablumint  — Gomcovs  — iV<nir  Writs  Issued^ 
cont. 

For  Birmingham  (East  DiTision),!/. 
Right  honble.  Henry  Matthews, 
Secretary  of  State 

For  Strand,  v.  Right  honble.  William 
Henry  Smith,  Secretary  of  State 

For  South- West  Lancashire  (Newton 
Division),  v*  Right  honble.  Sir 
Richard  Assheton  Gross,  G.C.B., 
Secretary  of  State 

For  Lincoln  County  (South  Lindsey 
Division),  v.  Right  honble.  Edward 
Stanhope,  Secretary  of  State 

For  Middlesex  (Ealing  Division),  9, 
Right  honble.  George  Francis  Ha- 
milton, commonly  called  Lord 
George  Hamilton,  First  Commis- 
sioner to  the  Admiralty 

JPor  Leicester  County  (Eastern  Divi- 
sion), V,  Right  honble.  John  James 
Robert  Manners,  commonly  called 
Lord  John  Manners,  Chancellor  of 
the  Duchy  of  Lancaster 

For  Manchester  (Eaatern  Division), 
r.  Right  honble.  Arthur  James 
Balfour,  Secretary  for  Scotland 

For  Hampstead,  t/.  Right  honble. 
Sir  Henry  Thurstan  Holland,  ba- 
ronet, Vice  President  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council  for  Education 

For  Tower  Hamlets  (Saint  George's 
Division),  v.  Right  honble.  Charles 
Thomson  Ritchie,  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board 

For  Dublin  University,  v.  Right 
honble.  David  Robert  Planket, 
First  Commissioner  of  Works 

For  Cambridge  University,  v.  Right 
honble.  Henry  Cecil  Raikes,  Post- 
master General 

For  Isle  of  Wight,  v.  Sir  Richard 
Everard  Webster,  Attorney  Ge- 
neral 

For  Plymouth,  v.  Edward  George 
Clarke,  esqaire.  Solicitor  General 

For  Universities  of  Edinburgh  and 
St.  Andrews,  v.  Right  honble.  John 
Hay  Athole  Maedonald,  Lord  Ad- 
vocate of  Scotland 

For  Bute  County,  v.  James  Patrick 
Bannerman  fiiobertson,  esquire, 
Solicitor  General  for  Scotland 

For  Dublin  Universitj,  v.  Right 
honble.  Hugh  Holmes,  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland 

For  Liverpool  (Walton  Division),  v* 
John  George  Gibson,  esquire,  Soli- 
citor General  for  Ireland 

For  Brighton,  v.  Right  honble.  Wil. 
liam  Thackeray  Marriott,  Judge 
Advocate  General 

For  Deron  Connty  (North  East  Di- 
Tision),  V.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wil- 
liam Hood  Walrond,  Commissioner 
of  the  Treasury 

For  Croydon,  v.  Honble.  Sidney  Her- 
bert, Commissioner  of  the  Treasury 

For  Wigtown  County,  v.  Sir  Herbert 
Enstaoe  Maxwell,  baronet,  Com- 
mlsiioner  of  th«  TreMnry 
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For  MaryleboDO  (East  Diyision),  v. 
Captain  tbehonble.  Charles  William 
De  la  Poer  Beresford,  commonly 
called  Lord  Charles  Beresford, Com- 
missioner of  the  Admiralty 

For  Sheffield  (Eoclesall  Division),  v. 
Ellis  Ashmead  -  Bartlett,  esquire, 
Commissioner  of  the  Admiralty 

For  Down  County  (West  Division), 
V.  Right  honble.  Arthur  William 
Hill,  commonly  called  Lord  Arthur 
Hill,  Comptroller  of  Her  Majesty's 
Household 

F&r  Middlesex  County  (Enfield  DivU 
&ion),  V.  Right  honble.  William 
Pleydell  Bouverie,  commonly  called 
Viscount  Folkestone,  Treasurer  of 
Her  Majesty's  Household 

Far  Lewisham,  v.  Right  honble. 
William  Heneage  Legge,  commonly 
called  Viscount  Lewisham,  Vice 
Chamberlain  of  Her  Majesty's 
Household 
Aug  9 — For  Leith,  v.  The  Right  honble. 
William  Ewart  Gladstone,  who, 
having  been  returned  for  the  said 
Borough  of  Leith  and  for  the 
County  of  Edinburgh  (Midlothian), 
hath  elected  to  sit  for  the  County 
of  Edinburgh  (Midlothian) 

For  Staffordshire  (Buriion  Division), 
V,  Sir  Michael  A.  Bass,  Baronet, 
Manor  of  Northstead 
Aug  lO~~For  North  Lancashire  (Blackpool 
Division),  v.  The  Right  honble. 
Sir  Frederick  Arthur  Stanley, 
6.C.B.,  President  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Privy  Council  for 
Trade  and  Plantations 

For  Northampton  County  (North 
Division),!;.  Tbehonble.  Brownlow 
Henry  George  Cecil,  commonly 
called  Lord  Burghley,  one  of  the 
Grooms  in  Waiting  on  Her  Ma- 
jesty 
Aug  19  —  For  King's  Lynn,  v.  The  Right 
honble.  Robert  Boorke,  Governor 
of  the  Presidency  of  Fort  St. 
George,  at  Madras,  in  the  East 
Indies 

Netv  "Members  Sworn 
Aug    19  —  Right    honble.    Randolph    Henry 
Spencer  Churchill,  commonly  called 
Lord  Randolph  Churchill,  Padding' 
ion  {South  IKvision) 

Right  honble.  Sir  Michael  Edward 
Hicks-Beach,  harouoifBrittol  ( IFett 
Division) 

Right  honble.  John  James  Robert 
Manners,  commonly  called  Lord 
John  Manners,  Leicester  {Eastern 
Difision) 

Right  honble.  Henry  Matthews,  Bir- 
mingham { East  Division) 

Right  honble.  William  Henry  Smith, 
Strand 

Right  honble.  Edward  Stanhope, 
Lincoln  County  (South  Lindsey 
Division) 

[eont. 


PABLiiicm— OoMMOit— iVSw  Mmbert 
oonl. 

Right  honble.  Gtotgp  Fnnoii 
too,  oommonly  oftlled  Lord  Gmn 
Hamilton,  ificlAMftr  {EaUstg  JK- 
vision) 

Right  honble.  Hemy  CeeQ  RaikMp 
Cambridge  UnbmiUjf 

Right  Honble.  DaTid  ftobert  PIvdM^ 
Dublin  Univinity 

Right    honble.     Ofewriee     Thoaumi 

Ritchie,  Tower  HmmUU(St.Oeorgs^9 
Division) 

Right  honble.   Sir  Henry   ThanUn 
Holland,  baronet*  Hampsiestd 

Sir  Richard  ETormrd  Wobitor,  IsU  vf 

Wight 
Edward    George    Clarke,     eeqnirt, 

Plymouth 

Riffht  honble.  Hugh  Holmei.  DMsm 

University 
John  George  Gibson,  esquire*  Liver' 

pool  ( Jf^cUton  Divisum) 
Right  honble.  WillUm  Pleydell  Bon- 

verie,  oommonly  called   Viaeonnft 

Folkestone,  Middlesex  (Ei^UU  Di- 
vision) 
Ellis    Ashmead  •  Bartlett,   eeqoire, 

SheffieH  (EecUsaU  Diviwm) 
Right  honble.  John  Hay  Athole 

donsld,  Edinburgh  md  St. 

Universities 
James  Patrick  Bannerman  RoberteoBt 

esquire,  Bute  Countif 
Right    honble.    William     Heneaie 

Legge,  oommonly  oalled  Vieeooat 

Lewisham,  Lewisksnn 
Right  honble.  Arthar  Jamea  BaUbv, 

Manchester  {East  Division) 
Right   honble.    William    Thaokmy 

Marriott,  Brighton 
Lieutenant   Colonel   William    Hood 

Walrond,  Devon  Cvsmty  (JVMU 

East  Division) 
Honble.  Sidney  Herbert.  Crowim 
Sir  Herbert  Eastaoe  BiazweU.  baio- 

net,  Wigtown  County 
Right  honble.  Arthar  William  Hill. 

oommonly  oalled  Lord  Arthar  Hillt 

Down  Cotmiy  (  West  Divitios^) 
Captain  Charlea  William  De  la  Ptar 

Beresford,  commonly  oalled  Levi 

Charles     Beresford,     Marpiehni 

{East  Division) 
Honble.    Brownlow    Ueory    Gaoife 

Cecil,     commonly     ealled      Lerd 

Burghley,     Northampton     Csnaly 

{Northern  Division) 

Thomas  Wodehoase  Leigh,  eaqairs^ 
South   West  Laneaskire  (JVs 

Division) 

Aug  23— Ronald  Craofard  Manro 
esquire,  Leith  Btu^ks 
Sydney   Evershed.  esquire,  S^osi 
County  {Burton  Dansion) 

Aug  36— Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley,  baroM^ 
North  Leneashvre  {BloOBfoU  IN- 
rifton) 

Aug  21 — Alexander  Weston   Jarvia, 
Borough  of  Eimfu 
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Parliamentary  Elections 
Foiling  Places  in  Rural  District 8 ^  Qaestion, 
Mr.  Waddy  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Mat- 
thews) Sept  21,  [309]  1116;  Observation, 
Mr.  Waddy  ;  Reply,  The  Secretory  of  S tote 
for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Matthews), 
1130 

Parliamentary    Elections    (Closing    of 

Public  Houses)  Bill  (Mr.   Shirley, 

Mr.  Quiltery  Mr.  Lawrence   Oane,  Mr.   T. 

W.  Russell) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  1-  •  Aug  23  [Bill  23] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

Parliamentary  Elections  Expenses  (Ire- 
land) Bill  {Mr.  Finueaney 
Mr.  Timothy  Harrington^  Mr.  Tuite,  Mr. 
Maurice  Healy) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  1°  •  Attg  23  [Bill  27] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

Parliamentary  Elections  Law  Amend- 
ment Bill  {Mr.  Howell f 
Mr.  Fickersgilif  Mr.  Fenwick^'Mr.  Ficton) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  !<>  •  Aug  25  [Bill  39] 

2 K.  [Dropped] 

Parliamentary  Franchise^  The 
Disabilities  of  the  Police  Force,  Question,  Mr. 
Lafone ;    Answer,  The   Chancellor   of   the 
Exchequer    (Lord      Randolph     Churchill) 
Sept  14,  [309]  343 

Electoral  Power  of  Women,  Question,  Mr. 
Lafone  ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  (Lord  Randolph  Churchill) 
Sept  14,  [309]  344 

Parnell,  Mr.  C.  8.,  Cork 

Ireland  —  Evictions  —  The  Latest  Stotistics, 
[309]  984 
Irish  Land  Commission — Returns,  [309] 
26 

Parliament— Business  of  the  House — Duration 

of  the  Session,  [308]  89 
Parliament  —  BuMinesa  of  the  House,  Motion 

for  the  Address,  [308]  381 
Parliament — Business  of  the  House,  Res.  [308] 

1220 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
308]  swer  to,  383.  386,  390  ;    Amendt.  403,  405, 
\      406,  408,  460,   760,    989;    Report,   1162; 
.      Motion  for  Adjournment,  1163,  1167,  1170, 
.      1237,  1240,  1241,  1242 
Tenants  Relief  (Ireland),  2R.  [309]  984,  1069, 
1197,  1204 

Patent  Office,  The — The  Committee  of  In- 
quiry 
Question.  Mr.   Tomlinson :  Answer,  The  Se- 
cretory to  the  Board  of  Trade  (BaroQ  Uenrj 
De  Worms)  Sept  2,  [308]  1064 


Fattltok,  Mr.  J.  M.,  Durham,    Bishop 
Auckland 
Mines,  Royal  Commission  on  —  Safetj  Lamps, 
[309]  1110 

Peaboe,  Mr.  W.,  Zanarkf  Oovan 

•  NaTj— Returns  of  Ships  of  War,  [308]  1642 

Feel,  Bight  Hon.  A.  W.  {eee  Speakeb, 
The) 

Fenton,  Captain  F.  T.,  Finshury,  Central 
Hall-Marking— The  Watch  Trade,  [309]  1090 
Prisons  Act — Site  of  the  Clerkenwell  Prisons, 
[309]  24 

Febcy,  Lord  A.,  St.   Georye^e,  Ranover 
Square 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  1165 

Peru  and  Chili — ThePeruvian  Bondholders^ 
Committee 
Question,  Mr.  Hunter;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretory  of  Stote  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir 
James  Fergusson)  Sept  2],  [309]  1102 

Pharmacy  Act,  1868  —  Prescriptions  by 
Chemists 
Question,  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde;  Answer,  The 
Vice  President  of  the  Council  (Sir  Henry 
Holland)  Sept  3,  [308]  1188 

PiOKEBsoiLL,  Mr.  E.  H.y  Bethnal  Oreen, 
8.W. 
Oi?il  SerTioe — Questions 

Estoblishments — Salaries,  [309]  591 
Royal  Commission  on — The    Diplomatic 

and  Consular  Services,  [309]  603 
Writers,  [308]  1478  ;  [309]  591,  1113 

Government  of  Ireland  —  Law  Adviser  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  [308]  164 

Metropolis— Questions 

City  of  London  Livery  Companies,  [309] 

1123 
Poor  Ratepayers  of  London,  [308]  1 753 
Public  Health— Water  Supply— The  Poplar 

District,  [309]  1266 

Metropoliton  Asylums  Board — Questions 
Aooommodation    for    Imbecile    Children, 

[308]  792 
Representotion,  [308]  1752 
Small-Pox  Hospitol  at  Darentb,  [308]  664 

Parliament  —  Business  of  the  Honse — Prece- 
dence of  Government  Orders  —  Motions  on 
Perpetoal  Pensions,  Ao.  [308]  796 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  528 

Poor  Law  (England  and  Wales)— Questions 
Flogging  at  the  Hanwell  Pauper  Schools, 

[308]  164 ;  [309]  1257 
Homeless  Poor  of  the  Metropolis,  [308] 
1630 
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PxcKXBBOiLL,  Mr.  £.  H. — eont. 

Metropolitan  Poor  Amendment  Act,  1870 
— Metropolis  Common  Poor  Fund,  [308] 
1084;  —  Qoota  for  OflSoers'  Rations, 
[308]  1755,  1756  ;— Rations  of  Poor  Law 
Officers,  [308]  792 

Rations  to  Officers  in  the  Bethnal  Green 
Union,  [308]  1094 

Removal  ot  Paupers,  [309]  1258 

"  Vagrants  and  the  Local  Government 
Board,"  [308]  1472 

Post  Office — Questions 

"  Clerks  in  Waiting"  —  "  Table  Money," 

[308]  376 
General  Post  Office — Chief  Medical  Officer, 

[308]  1187,  1188  ;- Medical  Staff,  [309] 

934,  937,  943,  944 ;— Dr.    Field,  [309] 

23 
Telegraph  Department  —  Discharge  of  a 

Clerk,  [308]  380 

Royal  Courts  of  Justice— The  Bar  Library- 
Electric  Lighting,  [309]  23 

Supply — Post  Office  Estimates — Clerks  in  the 
Savings  Bank  Department,  [309]  24 

Supply — Local  Government  Board,  Ac,  [309] 
68,  69,  71,  73 

PiOTON,  Mr.  J.  A.,  Leicester 

Elementary  Education  Abroad — Mr.  Matthew 
Arnold's  Special  Report,  [309]  979 

Ireland — Law  and  Justice — Imprisonment  of 
Father  Fahy,  [309]  1310 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  652  ;  Motion  for  Adjourn- 
ment, 871,  873,  921,  950 

Supply— Civil  Contingencies  Fund,  dec,  [309] 
924 
Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad,  [309]  904 
Miscellaneous  Expenses,  [309]  918 

Pier  and  Harbour  Frovisional  Orders 

Bill      {^r.  Charles  Aeland,  Mr,  MundeUa) 

c.  Read  P  •  ;  read  2°  ;  read  3°  Aug  26  [Bill  201] 
/.  Read  1*  •  (E,  Waldegrave)  Aug  30  (No.  191) 

Head  2»*  Sept  2 

Committee  •  ;   Report  Sfpt  6 

Read  3*  •  Sept  7 

Royal  Assent  Sept  25  [50  Vict.  c.  ix] 

PiNKEBTON,  Mr.  J.,  Oalway 

India  (Madras)— Land  Union  in  Tanjore— Land 
Tax  in  Madras,  [308]  1745 

Ireland — Questions 

Bowling  Green  Mills,  Co.  Galway — Report 

of  Colonel  Smith,  R.E.  [309]  345,  346, 

697,  598 
Inland    Navigation   and    Drainage  —  The 

Lower  liann,  [308]  889  ;  [309J  778 
Law  and  Justice — Convict  DepOt,  Taylor's 

Hill,   Co.   Galway,  [308]  990  ;— Galway 

Assizes  (Sligo),  [308J  531 

Parlinniunt— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308J  311,  1133 
Supply— Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland, 
Ac.  [309]  r.37. 539 
Tublic  Works  in  Ireland,  [309]  666,  567 
TcnantH  Kelief  (Ireland),  2R.  [309]  1025 


PLXTNKETy  Bight  Hon.  D.  B.   (^Einik 

Oommissioner  of  Works),    JDullin 

TTniverBity 
General  Gordon— The  MemorUl  Statue  te 

Wellington  Place,  [309]  1099 
Metropolis— Questions 

Metropolitan  ImproTemanti — ^Wideniiif  of 

Museam  Street,  Bloomibnry,  [309]  958 
New  Police  Offices,  [308]  277 
Temple  Bar,  [308]  270 
Metropolis  —  Parks  and  Pleasiira  Oroundt— 
Questions 
Angling  in  the  Ornamantal  Waters,  [30S] 

262,  263 
Ilyde  Park — Hours  of  Closing— Diaorderi/ 

Characters,  [309]  1089 
Kew  Gardens,  [309]  1352 
Regent's  Park  —  Uoari  of  Openinip,  [309] 

1264 
Richmond  Park — Trioyclet  and  Biejeki^ 
[308]  880 
Office  of  Works  (Famitnre   Department)  — 

Memorial  of  Assistants,  [309]  1352 
Palace  of  Westminster — QueBtioni 
Shelter  in  Palace  Tard,  [308]  160 
Ventilation  of  the  Ilouses  of  Parliament, 

[308]  554 
Westminster  Hall  (Restoration),  [308]  S68, 
269,  782  ;  [309]  960 
Parliament— Qaeen's  Speeob,  Addren  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  404.  406,  406,  408 
Royal  Courts  or  Justice— The  Bar  Library — 

Electric  Lighting,  [309]  23 
Supply — Works  and  Poblio  Bnildiogi  OBot, 
[309]  211,  212 


PooB  Law  (ENOLAim  and  Waixb) 


Flogging  at  the  HanweU  Pauper  Sekoeii, 
Questions,  Mr.  Pickersgill ;  Anawen,  The 
President  of  the  Local  Gofernmenfe  Board 
(Mr.  Ritehie)  Aug  20,  [^06]  164;  Sepi  22, 
[309]  1257 

Eomelest  Poor  of  the  Metropdlie,  Qnoftien,  Mr. 
Pickersgill;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  Long)  SepiB^ 
[308]  1629 

Landing  of  Dettitute  and  Imamiiarf  Ali€n§-~ 
The  Greek  CHpeiee,  Qnettion,  Mr.  Grotrian; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  ot  State  for  the  Home 
Department  (Mr.  Maiihews)  Sept  29,  [309] 
1269 

Launceston  Board  of  Ouardiane — Edmeatiom 
of  Children  in  a  PMie  Elementary  Sckooi^ 
Question,  Mr.  Borlase ;  Answer,  The  Prmi- 
dent  of  the  Local  GoTemment  Board  (Hr. 
Ritchie)I<S0;^  6,  [308]  1315 

Married  Couplee  in  Union  Wwtkemi€9,  Qnet- 
tions,  Mr.  Charles  W.  Gray ;  Aniwere,  The 
President  of  the  Loeal  Govemmont  Board 
(Mr.  Ritchie)  Sept  8,  [308]  1181 ;  8epi  18^ 

[309]  928 

Removal  ofPaupere,  Question,  Mr.  Piekeregill ; 
Answer,  The  President  of  the  Local  Oo- 
vernment  Board  (Mr.  Ritchie)    Sept  22, 
[309]  1258 

*'  Vagranti  and  the  Local  Qortmment  Boerd^'* 
Question,  Mr.  Pickersgill ;  Answer,  The 
President  of  the  Local  GoTcmment  Beard 
(Mr.  Ritchie)  Sept  7.  [308]  1479 

[mnC 
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Poor  Law  (England  and  Wales) "Coni, 

Metropolitan  Poor    Amendment   Act,  1870  — 
Metropolitan  Common  Poor  Fund 

Quentions,  Mr.  Buxton.  Mr.  Pickersgill :  An- 
swcrs.  The  rrrjsident  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  (Mr.  Ritchie)  Sept  2,  [308J 
1084 

Rations  of  Poor  Law  Ofieers,  Question,  Mr. 
rickersgill  ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  Ritchie) 
Au{7  30,  [308J  792 

Rations  to  ()^c<  rs  in  the  Bethnal  Green  Union, 
QuoKtion,  Mr.  Pickersgill ;  Answer,  The 
President  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
(Mr.  Kitchie)  Sept  2,  [308J  1094 
Quota  for  OJictrs'  Rations ^  Ohseryations,  Mr. 
Pickersgill,  Mr.  Speaker  Sepi  9,  [308]  1756 

Poor  Law  Guardians  (Ireland)  Bill 

[Mr.   Luke   Hat/den^   Mr.  E.  Harrington,  Mr, 

Duger  Grag,  Mr.  Sexton,  Mr.  Jordan, 

Mr.  Sheehgy  Mr.  Connollg) 

e.  Ordered  :  read  1°  •  Auq  20  [Bill  I] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

Portsmouth  and  Hayling  Railway  Bill  {hy 

Order) 
e.  Considered  Sfpt  2,  [308]  1061 

Aniendts.  made;  Ordered,  That  Standing 
Orders  223  and  243  be  suspended  (Queen's 
Consent  signified) 
Moved,  "That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a****  (Sir 
Charles  Forster) ;  alter  short  debate,  Debate 
adjourned 

Portugal — Madeira —  Mr.  Maxwell  Wright , 
a  liritish  Subject 
Question,  Sir  Whitiakor  Ellis  :  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  lor  Foreign  Affairs 
(Sir  Jaiiies  Kergusson)  Sept  10,  [309]  11 

Post  Office         (Questions) 

M'ljor  and  Minor  Jfepartments,  Questions,  Mr. 
Wootlon  Lsaacson  ;  Answers,  The  Postmaster 
(Jener.il  (Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  10,  [309]  594 
The  <jt'n>:ral  Post  Ogice— Vacancies  in  the 
Sorting  Oficcs,  Question,  Mr.  Crilly ;  An- 
swer, The  I'ostmastcr  General  (Mr.  Raikes) 
Sept  17,  [309]  T84 

Accchralion  of  the  Scotch  Mails,  Question, 
I)r.  Cl.iik  ;  An-^wer,  The  Po^tuiaster  General 
(Mr.  K..iko-)  Ann'>\,  [308]  377 

All'intic  Miiil  >V;  r<'-''  fiotn  (Jalwag,  Question, 
Sir  KojH'r  Lethbridge  ;  Answer,  The  Post- 
master General  (Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  2,  [308J 
1001 

Book  Post  Parcvls,  Question,  Mr.  Tomlinson  ; 
Answer,  The  I'ostmaster  General  (Mr. 
Raik.s;  Aug  31,  [308]  874 

Parcf'i  P'K<t — Cvnvt guncc  of  Parcels  to  South 
Africa.  Question,  Mr.  Baden- Powell  ;  An- 
bwej,  The  ^  icf  i'ret>ideni  of  ihe  ("ouucil 
(Sir  Henry  Holland)  .Sept  21,  [309]  10J9 
Del<ii/s  ill  I'rans mission.  Question,  Sir 
TlioniAs  Hsmondc ;  Answer,  The  Vice  Pre- 
sident of  the  Council  (Sir  llenrjr  Uolland) 
Sept  20,  [309]  96(5 

VOL.  CCCIX.    [XHIBD  SERIES.]  [ant. 


Post  Offioi— conf . 

Friendly  and  Benefit  Societies  and  Mercantile 
Firms'^  Additions  to  Circulars,  and  of  Head' 
inps  to  Invoices,  Questions,  Sir  Albert 
Roll  it,  Mr.  Schwann  ;  Answers,  The  Post- 
master General  (Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  2,  [308] 
1087 

Insurance  of  Registered  Letters,  Question,  Mr. 
Watt  :  Answer,  The  Postmaster  General 
(Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  10,  [309]  602 

Postage  of  Circulars,  Question,  Sir  Julian 
Goidnmid  ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral (Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  3.  [308]  1 179 
Portage  of  Printed  Matter.  Qutsi  ion,  Observn- 
tions,  'Ihe  Earl  of  Milliowii  ;  Reply,  The 
Prime  Minister  (The  Marquess  ot  Salisbury) 
Sept  9, {^oS\  1719 

Postage  0/  Unpaid  Letters,  Question,  Sir  John 
Lubbock  ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  General 
(Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  22,  [309J  1256 

Postage  Rates  and  Charges  to  the  Australian 
Colonies,  Question,  Lord  Henry  Bruce  ;  An- 
swer, The  Postmaster  General  ( Mr.  Raikes) 
Sept  16,  [309]  COS ;  Question,  Sir  Samuel 
Wilson ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  General 
(Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  17,  786 
Rates  of  Ppstage  between  England  and  ihe 
Colonies,  Questions,  Mr.  Ilenniker  Heaton  ; 
Answers,  The  Postmaster  General  (Mr. 
Raikes)  6ept  10,  [309]  14;  Sept  22,  1200 

Postage  Stamps— Distinctive  Colours,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Dixon- Uartland  ;  Answer,  The 
Vice  President  of  the  Council  (Sir  Ilenry 
Holland)  Sept  20,  [309]  976 

Postal  Union,  The  —  Payment  in  French 
Currency,  Question,  Mr.  Samuel  Montagu  ; 
Answer,  The  Postmaster  General  (Mr. 
Raikes)  Sept  9,  [308]  1744 

Robbery  of  Mails  on  the  Railway  between 
London  and  Dover,  April  8,  1886,  Ques- 
tions, Mr.  J.  G.  Dubbard  ;  Answers,  The 
Postmaster  General  (Mr.  Raikes),  The 
Cbarcellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Lord  Randolph 
Churchill)  Sept  14,  [309J  329 

Savings  Banks  —  The  Savings  Bank,  Hastings, 
— Double  Account,  Questions,  Major  Ross  ; 
Answers,  The  Postmaster  General  (Mr. 
Raikes)  Sept  1,  [308]  1468 

Personnel 

"Clerks  in  Watting*'—**  Table  Money,**  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Pickersgill;  Answer,  The  Post- 
master General  (Mr.  Raikes)  Aug  24,  [308] 
376 

Female  Clerks,  Question,  Mr.  Baumann ;  An- 
swer, The  Postmaster  General  (Mr.  Raikes) 
^^  20,  [308]  659 

Medical  Staff,  General  Post  Ofiee—Dr.  Field, 
Questions,  Mr.  Piekersgill ;;  Answers,  The 
Postmaster  General  (Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  3, 
[308]  1187  ;  Sept  10,  [309]  23  ;  ObserTation, 
Mr.  Pickersgill  Sept  18. 934  ;  ObserTations, 
Mr.  Pickersgill,  Mr.  Wootton  Isaacson  ;  Re- 
ply, The  Postmaster  General  (Mr.  Raikes) 937 

Postmasterships—  The  Welsh  Language,  Ques- 
tion, .Mr.  Kenyon  ;  Answer,  The  Postmaater 
General  (Mr.  Raikes)  Aug  26,  [308]  641 

Postmasters  and  Masters  of  Sub'Ofices  — 
Salaries,  Question,  Mr.  Beadel ;  Answer, 
The    Postmaster    General     (Mr.     Raikes) 

^;>^  17,  [309]  770 
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Post  Offioi— oont. 
Teleouafh  Department 

Annual  Holiday  to  TeUgraphistt,  Question, 
Mr.  Sexton  ;  Answer,  The  Vice  President 
of  the  Council  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  Sept  21, 
[309]  1112 

Cler k't Subsistence  Allowances,  Question,  Mr. 
0*llea;  Answer,  Tho  Postmaster  General 
(Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  2,  [308]  1064 
Discharge  0]  a  Clerkj  (Question,  Mr.  Pickers- 
gill  ;  Answer,  Tho  Postmaster  General  (Mr. 
Raikes)  Aug  24,  [308]  380 

Country  TelegramSy  (Question,  Mr.  Coohrane- 
Baillie  ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  General 
(Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  3,  [308]  1186 
Hat^s  for  Telegrams  to  the  Continent,  Ques- 
tion, Sir  George  Campbell  ;  Answer,  The 
Postmaster  General  (Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  0, 
[308]  1720 

Foreign  Telegrams — The  Sub'^fariue  TeU- 
graph  Company,  Question,  Sir  George 
Campbell  ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  General 
(Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  14,  [309]  336 

Deficient  Arrangements  at  West  Bam,  Question, 
Mr.  Forrest  Fulton  ;  Answer,  The  Post- 
master General  (Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  9,  [308] 
1740 

Money  Orders,  Question,  Mr.  Shirley ;  Answer, 
The  Postmaster  General  (Mr.  Raikes) 4m^  31, 
[308]  878 

Success  of  the  Sixpenny  Telegram  System, 
Observations,  Mr.  Shaw  Lel'evre  Sept  18, 
[3093935  ;  Observations,  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre; 
Reply,  The  Postmaster  General  (Mr.  Raikes), 
936  ;  —  Financial  Results,  Question,  Mr. 
Shaw  Lefevre;  Answer,  Tho  Postmaster 
General  (Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  22,  [309]  1267 

Telegraphic  Communication  between  tfie  United 
Kingdom  and  the  Australasian  Colonies, 
Question,  Sir  Samuel  Wilson  ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  £. 
Stanhope)  Sept  13,  [309]  174  ;  Question, 
Captain  Colomb  ;  Answer,  The  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council  (Sir  Henry  Holland) 
Sept  20,  777 

Telephone  Companies,  Questions,  Mr.  Dwyer 
Gray  ;  Answers,  The  Postmaster  General 
(Mr.  Raikes)  Sept  2,  [308]  1073 
The  Northern  District  Telephone  Company, 
Question,  Sir  Henry  Havelock-AUan  ;  An- 
swer, The  Postmaster  General  (Mr.  Raikes) 
Sept  14,  [309]  338 

Powell,  Mr.  F.  S.,  Wigan 

Exiucation  Department— Schemes  of  the  Cha- 
rity  Commissioners,  [308]  1741 

Education  (Grants  to  Schools),  Res.  [308] 
1763 

Employers'  Liability  Act — Amendment  of  Act, 
[309]  22 

France— Agricultural  and  Industrial  Classes, 
[308]  877 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  718 

Supply — Criminal  Prosecutions,  «bc.,  in  Eng- 
land, [309]  291 
Local  Government  Board,  <kc.,  [309]  76,  79 
Public  Education,  Ireland,  [309J  871,  872, 
875 
Westminster  Hall  (Restoration),  [308]  268 


PowEB,  Mr.  P.  J.,  Watirford,  JE. 
Army  Estimates— Militia  Pay  and  AUowaooM, 

[308]  1868, 1371 
Ireland — Law    and    Jnitiee— Admmiattmiioo, 
[308]  1779. 1780 
Post  OflSoe— Sab- Postmaster  ofStndbally, 
Co.  Waterford,  [309]  766, 1128 
Sapply— Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord   Uea- 
tenant  of  Ireland,  [309]  488 
Constabulary,  Ireland,  [309]  80O 
Criminal    Proseeotions,    ie^   in    Ireland, 

[309]  305 
House  of  Lords  Offices,  [308]  1811 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland,  Ae., 

[300]  533,  536 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Hoaaehold  of, 
[309]  284 

Power,  Mr.  R.,  Waterford 
House  of  Commons — Appointment  of  OfBesrs, 

L308]  1474 
Ireland— Board  of  National  Edoeation— Dis- 
missal of  Mr.  J.  G.  Fiugermld,  [306] 
1086 
Resignation  of  Dr.  Newell,  [308]  1086 

Pbice,  Captain  G.  E.,  D$vonpori 

Army  Estimates — Warlike  Stores,  &e.,  Uaan- 
faoture  and  Repair  of,  [308]  1601. 1504, 
1544,  1572 
Works,  Buildings,  &o.  at  Home  and  Alvroad, 
[308]  1680 
Navy— Returns  of  Ships  of  War,  [308]  1641 
Navy  Estimates — Machinery  and  Ships  Boilt 
by  Contract,  die.  [308]  1687,  1601,  1606 
Medical    Establishments   at    Home    and 

Abroad,  [308]  1667 
Miscellaneous  Serrioes,  [308]  1706 

Prime  Ministeb  («m  Saxjsbubt,  Mar- 
quess of) 

Private  Lnnatic  Asylnms  (Ireluidi)  BOl 

{Mr.  William  Corbet,  Mr.  Dillwyn,  Mr.  P.  J. 

Power,  Dr.  Canuron,  Mr,  MoUoff) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  V  Aug  20  [Bill  7] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

Public  AceountB  Comm%tU$ — 80er§t  8§r* 
vice  Money 
Question,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor  ;  Answer,  Tke 
Chancellor  of  the  Ezebeqner  (Lord   Ran* 
dolph  Chnrchill)  Aug  37,  [308]  667 

[8eeAypl|r] 


Public  Departmentif  Tho  Baifid  CMnmii 
on — Out'door  Officials  of  CuaUmM  mid 
HxciM 
Question,  Mr.  BUtthew  Kennj ;   Answer,  TIm 
Chancellor  of  the    Exchequer    (Lord 
dolph  Churohill)  Sept  20,  [309]  981 

[See  }XCi%  Civii  Senria] 


Public  Health 

Gipsy-  Van  and  Travelling  CltUrm, 
Mr.  Burt ;  Answer,  The  Vine 
the  Council  (Sir  Henrj  HoUand) 
[309]  776 
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Public  Health — cont. 

Hydrophobia— Mr.  Pasteur's  Researches,  Ques- 
tion, Sir  John  Lubbock;  Answer,  The  Pre- 
sident of  the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr. 
Ritchie)  Aur^  20,  [308]  535 

The  River  Chesi,  Herts,  Question,  Mr.  Law- 
son  ;  Answer,  The  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  (Mr.  Ritchie)  Au(j  30, 
[308J  779  [5:ce  Rivers  Pollution'] 

Public    Health  (Scotland)  Provisional 
Order  (Urray  Water)  Bill 

{The  Lord  Advocate ^  Mr.  Solicitor  General 
for  Scotland) 

c.  Read  1°  •  Aug  26  [Bill  279] 

Read  2«*  i4M^  31 
Report*  ;  Considered  ;  read  3°  Sept  7 

/.   Read  1*  •  ( Lord  Stanley  of  Praton)  Sept  7 
Read  2a  •  Sept  10  (No.  17) 

Committee  •  ;  Report  ;  read  3*  Sept  20 
Royal  Assent  Sept  25  [50  Vict.  c.  xx] 

PuLESTox,  Mr.  J.  H.,  Devonport 

Currency — The  Royal  Commission — Names  of 
Members,  [308]  U79 

Liabilities  of  Trustees — Indian  Guaranteed 
Railway  Shares,  [308]  1750 

Rupsia— Ill-treatment  of  an  M.P.  at  Moscow, 

[308]  20-J 

Pyne,  Mr.  J.  D.,  JFaterford,  W. 

Army  Kstimatca — Mi^icelluneous  Effective  Ser- 
vices, [308J  1501 

Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  [309]  483,  489 

Woods  and  Forests,  Department  of — Admi- 
nistration of  the  Department,  [308]  1791, 
1792 


Queefiy  Ihe— Accession  of  Her  Majesty — 
Celebration  of  the  Jubilee 
Question,   Mr.   Lawson  ;  Answer,  The  Chan- 
cellor  o{    the    Exchrquer  (Lord    Randolph 

Cluirchili)  Sept  25,  [309]  1354 

Eaikes,  Eight  Hon.  H.  C.  (Postmaster 
Gi»neral),  Cambridge  University 
House  of  Coinmons — Appointment  of  OflBcers, 
[308]  1474 

Post  Office  (England  and  Wales)— Questions 
Rook  Post  Parcels,  [308J  875 
"Clerks  in   Waiting  "—•*  Table   Money," 

[308I 370 
Female'  Clerks,  [308]  559 

Friendly  and  Bern-fit  Societies— Headings 
to  Invoices,  [308J  1<>87 

Gcnir.'il  Post  Ottice — Chief  Medical  Officer, 
[308]  IKSjJ;— Medical  Siatf,  [309]  943, 
^♦41  ;— Dr.  Field,  [309]  23  ;— Vacancies 
in  the  Surliiig  Offices,  [309]  785 

Insurance  of  Registered  Letters,  [309]  603 
Major  and  Minor  Departments,  [309]  594 
Northern     District    Telephone    Companj, 
[309]  338 


Raikxs,  Right  Hon.  H.  C.—ecni. 

Postage  of  Ciroulars,  [308]  1179 
Postage  of  Unpaid  Letters,  [309]  1256 
Postage  Rates  to  the  Australian  Colonies, 

[309]  14,  603,  780,  1261 
Postal   Union — Payment  in    French   Cor- 

reney,  [308]  1744 
Postnoasters  and  Masters  of  Sub-Offices — 

Salaries,  [309]  770 
Post  masterships— The    Welsh     Language, 

[308] 541 

Robbery  of  Mails  on  the  Railway  between 
I^ndon  and  Dover,  April  8,  1886,  [.^09] 
330 

Sayings  Banks — Savings  Bank,  Hastings — 
Double  Account,  [308]  1469 

Supply  —  Post  Office  Estimates  —  Clerks 
in  the  Savings  Bank  Department,  [309] 
24 

Telephone  Companies,  [308]  1073,  1074 

Post  Office — Telegraph  Department— Ques- 
tions 

Country  Telegrams,  [308]  1186 

Deficient  Arrangements  at  West  Ham,  "[308] 
1740 

Foreign  Telegrams— The  Submarine  Tele- 
graph Company,  [309]  337 

Rates  for  Telegrams  to  the  Continent,  [308] 
1720 

Sixpenny  Telegrams —  Financial  Results, 
[309]  936.  937,  1267 

Telegraph  Clerks— Discharge  of  a  Clerk, 
[308]  380  ;  —  Subsistence  Allowances, 
[308]  1064 

Telegraphic  Money  Orders,  [308]  878 

Post  Office  (Ireland) — Questions 

Arrangements  in  Co.  Meath,  [308]  1732 
Atlantic  Mail  Service  from  Galway,  [308] 

1091 
Belfast  Telegraph  Clerks,  [309]  7 
Deliveries  at  Craigue,  Co.  Kilkenny,  [309] 

1263 
Limerick  Post  Office— Salaries  of  the  Letter 

Carriers  and  Clerks,  [308]  660 
Northern    Division — Allowances  of   Post- 
masters, Ac,  at  Head  Post  Offices,  [309] 
771  ;— Mr.   W.  Ahern,  Postal  Surveyor 
[309]  772 
Parcel   Post — Nonpayment  of   Salaries  of 
Sub- Postmasters  and  Letter  Receivers, 
[309]  1259 
Posul  Arrangements  in  Go.  Caran,  [309] 

583 
Postol  Facilities  at  Kinsale,  [308]  1737 

Postmaster  at  Kildysart,  Co.  Clare,  [309] 
4,781 

Sub-Postmaster  of  Stradbally,  Co.  Water- 
ford,  [309]  766 

Telegraphic  Department— Miss  B.  DuflTy, 

[308]  888  ;  —  Charlestown,   Co.   Mayo, 
309]  775 
Telegraph  Station  at  Maguiresbridge,  Co. 
Fermanagh,  [309]  589 

Post   Office    (Scotland)— Acceleration  of  the 
Scotch  Mails.  [308]  377 
Mails  in  Sutherland,  [308]  1071 

Supply  —  House  of  Commont  Offices,  [308] 
1823 
Post  Office  Packet  Service,  [309]  920 
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Bailway  Freights  Bill 

{Colonel  Nolan f  Mr.  Conybearef  Mr,  diehard 

Power^  Mr,  Marum) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  I*  ♦  Aug  23  [Bill  26] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

Bailway  Begnlation  Bill 

{Mr,  Chanvdngy  Mr,  A,  Aeland,  Mr,  Broadhurat, 

Mr,  Fenwiekf  Mr.  John  Ellis,  Mr.  Charles 

Parker y  Mr.  Jaeobg,  Mr.  Lawaon) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  1«»  •  Aug  24  [Bill  37] 

2R.  [Dropped] 


Eailways 

Bookstalls  —  Boycotting   of  Mr.    Gladstone's 
Pamphlet f  Question,    Mr.    Cox ;    Answer, 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment   (Mr.   Matthews)    Sept   7,  [308] 
1480 

Railway  Brakes  ^Legislation,  Question,  Ob- 
servations, Earl  De  La  Warr  ;  Reply,  The 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Lord 
Stanley  of  Preston)  Sept  20,  [309]  952 

Mixed  Trains — Continuous  Brakes,  Question, 
Mr.  Webster  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Henry  De  Worms) 
Sept  3,  [^oS]  1177 

The  Penistone  Accident  — Brakes  on  the  Man- 
Chester,  Sheffield,  and  Lincolnshire  Railway, 
Question,  Mr.  Channinj^ ;  Answer,  The  Se- 
cretary to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Ilenry 
De  Worms)  Sept  7,  [308]  1466 

Accident  on  the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire 
Railway  at  Brockholes— Automatic  Brakes, 
Question,  Mr.  Ghanning ;  Answer,  The  Se- 
cretary to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Uenry 
De  Worms)  Sept  14,  [309]  344 

Safety  Railway  Couplings,  Question,  Mr. 
Cochrane- Bailiie ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Ilenry  De 
Worms)  Sept  9,  [308]  1760  ;  Question,  Mr. 
W.  J.  Corbet ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Henry  De  Worms) 
Sept  14,  [309]  340 

Rates  and  Charges — Legislation,  Question, 
Mr.  Baden- Powell ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Henry  De 
Worms)  Aug  30,  [308]  776  ;—The  Return, 
Question,  Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron 
Henry  De  Worms)  Aug  23,  [308]  273; 
Question,  Mr.  Dixon-Hartland ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron 
Henry  De  Worms)  Sept  20,  [309]  978 

Regulation  of  Railways  Act,  1873 — The  Great 
IVestern  Railway  and  the  Thames  and 
Severn  Canal  Navigation,  Question,  Mr. 
Ilolloway  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Ileury  De  Worms) 
Sept  21, [309] 1092 

Eankix,    Mr.    J.,    Herefordshire f    Leo- 
minster 
Emigration — Emigrants*  InformatioD  Bureau, 
[308]  646 


Easoh,  Major  F.  C,  Esssx^  8.E. 

Army — Ordnance  Department— QaetUoM 
Cavalry  Saddles,  [308]  5^"^ 
Cavalry  Swords,  Pattern  1884,  [308]  1079 
Charges  against  the  Ordnanoe  Departrnmit, 

[309I  175 
Storekeepers  at  Porfleet,  [309I  76i 
Army  — '  War  Department  —  Warlike  StflivM 
and  Equipments  (Royal  CommiMioo),  [309] 
1108 
Army  Estimates— Army  Reserre  Force,  [508] 
1405 
Warlike  Stores,  dbo.,  Mannfaetiire  and  Re- 
pair of,  [308]  1556 

Mercantile  Marine — Salvage  Laws — Salvage  of 
Derelict  Vessels — Sailors  and  Fiahermen  on 
the  East  Coast,  [309]  1287 


Eathbone,    Mr.    W.,    Camarvw^^kiri^ 

Arfon 
Ireland— Distress  in  the  West— Mr.    Take's 

Report,  [308]  548 

Redmond,  Mr.  W.  H.  K.,   F§rwMm§§h^ 

N. 
Egypt — Re-organization,  ^.— Sir  H.  Dram- 
•    mond  Wolff.  [309]  779,  780 
Ireland — Questions 

Evictions — Garrison,  Co.  Fermanagh,  [506] 

1069,  1070 
Law  and  Justice— Imprisonment  of  Father 

Fahy,  [309I 1077.  1315 
Wexford  Co.  [308]  655, 556 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Addren  la  Aa* 
swer  to,  [308]  133,  489,  534,  525,  633,  US, 

1138,  1139,1140 

Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Uents- 

nant  of  Ireland,  [309]  429 
Constabulary,  Ireland,  L309]  805,  812 
County  Court   Officers,   Ac.   in    Iralaad, 

[309]  709,  713,  718,  718,  719 
Criminal  Prosecutions  in  Ireland,  Ao.  [309] 

640,  643 
Local  Government  Board,  Ao.  In  IrelaBd, 

[309]  546,  547 
Public  Works  in  Ireland,  [309]  576 

Eeed,  Sir  E.  J.,  Cardiff 
Army  Estimates — Warlike  Storea,  Ao.«  Maaa- 

facture  and  Repair  of,   [308J   1530,   1531, 

1533,  1534,  1547 
Law  and  Justice  (Ireland) — ImprisonmMt  ti 

Father  Faby,  [309]  1080 
Navy— Returns  of  Ships  of  War,  [308]  1011, 

1639,  1640 


Eeed,  Mr.  H.  Byron,  Bradford^  Jt, 

Factory  Acts— Inspectorships,  [309]  181 
Supply—Cliief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
uant  of  Ireland,  [309]  453 


Registration  of  PMrttMrnenUrf    Vrii 
Legislation 
Question,  Mr.  J.  E.  Ellis  ;  Answer,  Tha  Pre- 
sident of  the  Loeal  GoTemment  Bend  (Mr. 
Ritchie)  Sepi  3,  [308]  1191 
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Eeg^istration  of  Voters  (Ireland)  Bill 

(Mr.  Mahoni/y  Mr.  Chance^  Mr,  Maurice  Healy^ 

Mr.  Timothy  Harrinyton^  Mr. Peter  3P  Donald, 

Mr.  Caretc) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  T  •  Aitg  20  [Bill  5] 

2K.  [Dropped] 

Keid,  Mr.  R.  T.,  BumfrieSf  Sfc. 

Parliiiment — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  871,872 
Tenants  Relief  (Ireland),  2R.  [309]  1165 

Rcprei^entation  of  the  People  Act,  1884 
Extra  Remuneration  to  Poor  Law  Officials, 
Question,  Mr.  B.  Kelly  ;  Answer,  Tho  Chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach)  Sept  2,  [308 J  1078  ;  Question,  Mr. 
Macartney  ;  Answer,  The  Chief  Secretary 
for  In'land  (Sir  Michael  Hicks- Beach) 
.SV;;^  3,  1179;  Question,  Mr.  0*Hanlon; 
Answer,  Tho  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
(Sir  Michael  Hicks- Beach)  Sept  10,  [309] 
21 

Kinsale,  Questions,  Mr.  Hooper  ;  Answers, 
The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir  Michael 
Hicks -Beach)  Sept  9,  [308]  1733 

Eetarning  Officers'  Expenses  Bill 

{Mr.  Ficton,  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson,  Mr.  Caine, 
Mr.   E.   R.  Russell,  Mr.  Burt,  Mr.  James 

Stuart) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  1°  •  Aug  20  [Bill  8] 

2K.  [Dropped] 

EiCHARD,  Mr.  H.,  Merthyr  Tydvil 

China,  Sniussling  in — The  Chefoo  Agreement 
— Clause  V,  [308]  1310 

Western    Pacific,   Islands   of— H.M.S.   "Dia- 
mond " — Ueprisals  on  Natives,  [308]  1313 

EiTciiiE,   Eight  Hon.  C.  T.  (President 
of  the  Local   Government  Board), 
Toner  JIamlets,  St.  Georye^s 
Aus^tralia  (Western) — Law  and  Justice — Ap- 
pointment of  third  Judge,  [309]  1353 
Couiitv    Voters    (Scotland)    Act — Assessors, 

[308]  885 
House   Boats— Exemption  from  Imperial  and 

Local  Taxation,  [309]  699 
Landowners  of  London — A  Return,  [309]  082 
Metropolitan  Asylums  Board — Questions 
[309)1202 
Accommodation  for  Imbecile  Children,  [308] 

7U2 
Ropresontation,  [308]  1752 
Small-Pox  Hospiul  at  Darenth,  [308]  664 
Navy    Estimates — Naval  Stores   for  Building 

and  Repairing  the  Fleet,  d(C.  [308]  1685 
Poor  Law — Questions 

Floggins:  at  the  Hanwell  Pauper  Sobools, 

[3o8j'U54:  [309]  1258 
Lauiice>ton  Board  of  Guardians — Educa- 
tion of  Children  in  a  Public  Elementary 
School,  [308]  1315 
Married   Couples   in    Union   Workboases, 
[308J  1181;  [309]  929 

ICOHt, 


RxTOHiE,  Right  Ilon.  C.  T.^^ont, 

Metropolis  Common  Poor  Fund,  [308] 
1U84. : — Metropolitan  Poor  Amendment 
Act,  1870— Rations  of  Poor  Law  Offi- 
cers, [308]  793 

Rations  to  Officers  in  the  Betbnal  Green 
Union,  [308]  1095 

Removal  of  Paupers,  [309]  1258 

"  Vagrants  and  the  Local  Goyernment 
Board,"  [308]  1472 

Public  Health — Questions 

Hydrophobia — M.  Pasteur's  Researcbei, 
[308]  536 

Rivers  Pollution  —  River  Chess,  Herts, 
[308]  780  ;  —  River  Thames  —  House 
Boats,  [309]  598 

Water  Supply  (Metropolis) — Poplar  Dis- 
trict, [309]  1257 

Registration  of  Parliamentary  Voters,  [308] 
1191 

Supplv — Local  Government  Board,  Ac.  [309] 
40,  48,  49,  53,  73,  80,  82,  83,  84,  85,  86 

Vaccination   Acts  —  Prosecutions  —  Fees   to 
Clerks  of  Boards  of  Guardians,  [308] 
1471 
Vaccination   Certificates  —  Public   Vacci- 
nators (Ireland),  [309]  12 

Btver  Thames,  Pollution  of  the 

Bouse  Boats,  Question,  Mr.  U.  S.  Wright ; 
Answer,  The  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  ( Mr.  Ritchie)  Sept  16,  [309] 
598 

Main  Drainage  Outfalls,  Question,  Mr.  W.  F. 
Lawrence  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Matthews) 
8ept9,lioB]  1741 

River B  Pollution  {River  Lea) 

Moved,  '*  That  the  Select  Committee  of  the  latt 
Parliament '  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon 
the  condition  of  the  River  Lea,  and  to.  make 
such  recommendations  as  may  appear  neces- 
sary,' be  re-appointed"  (Sir  Charles  HuS" 
sell)  Aug  20,  [308]  249  ;  after  short  debate, 
Motion  withdrawn 

EoBERTSOX,  Mr.  E.,  Dundee 

Army — Charges  against  the  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment. [308]  256  ;  [309]  25,  175,  176,  342 

Army  Estimates — Warlike  Stores,  Ac,  Mana* 
facture  and  Repair  of,  [308]  1555, 1558 

France — Summary  Removal  of  Rer.  W.  J. 
Drought,  [308]  779 

Parliament  —  Sessional  Orders — Interference 
of  Peers  at  Elections,  [308]  86 

Scotland — Law  and  Justice— 'Circait  Coarts* 
[308]  1310 
Salmon   Fisheries— Right!  of   Fishing   in 
Perthshire,  [309]  1112 

Supply — Criminal  Prosecution!,  Ac.  in  Ireland, 
I309]  669 
Public  Education,  Scotland,  [309]  8jf3, 863, 
864,  666 

Robinson,  Mr.  B.,  Dudley 

Japan— Cionoe!8ioii!  to  German  Trader!,  [308] 
659 
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RoLLiT,  Sir  A.  K.,  Islington,  8. 

Post  Office— Fiienilly  and  Benefit  Societies— 

ncadinn:s  to  Invoices,  [308]  1087 
Registration  of  Friendly  Societies — The  Ro- 

ffistrar,  [308]  1183 

•Ross,  Mr.  A.  H.,  Maidstone 

Post  Office  (Savings  Banks) — The  Savings 
Bank,  Hastings  —  Double  Aoooant,  [308J 
1468,  1409 


EouxD,  Mr.  J.,  Essex,  N.E.,  Harwich 
Channel     Fisheries  —  Fisheries     Regulation, 
1843— Detention  of  English  Fishing  Smacks 
at  Havre,  [309]  187,  348,  600,  601 

BowLAims,  Mr.  J.,  Finshury,  E. 

Housing  of  the  Working   Classes  (England) 
Act,  1885— Site  of  Coldbath  Fields  Prison, 
[308]  1075  ;  [309]  692 
Metropolis  —  Public    Health  —  Metropolitan 
Asylums  Board,  [309]  1261 
Water  Supply,  [309]  973 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  854 
Supply  — Civil    Service    Contingencies   Fund, 
[309]  924 
Embassies  and  Missions  Abroad,  [309]  905 
Mint,  including  Coinage,  [309]  112 
Miscollaneous  Expenses,  [309]  918 

Royal  Paries  ayid  Pleasure  Gardens 

Kew  Gardens f  Question,  Mr.  Macdonald 
Cameron  :  Answer,  The  First  Commissioner 
of  Works  (Mr.  Plunket)  Sept  25,  [309]  1352 
Windsor  Forest  and  Park^Food  for  Oame^ 
Question,  Mr.  Labouchero ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson) 
Sept  20,  [309]  970 
Richmond  and  Windsor  Parks — Feeding  the 
Game,  Question,  Mr.  Laboiichore  :  Answer, 
The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson) 
Sejjt  22,  [309]  1260 

Russell,  Sir  C,  Hackney,  8. 

Parliament — Qnoen'a  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  63.^  641,  «49 

Rivers  INtlluiion  (River  I.ea),  Motion  for  Re- 
appointment of  Select  Committee,  [308J  249 

Russell,  Mr.  E.  R.,   Glasgow,  Bridge- 
ton 

Ireland   (South-Wpst   District) — Sir   Redvcrs 

liuller,  [308]  270,  370,  /564 
Law   niid    Justice — Conviction  of  John   Cox, 

Signalninn  on  the  Somerset  and  Dorset  Rail- 

wjiy,  '308]  2.>7 
Parliament — Now  Rules  of  Procedure — Rule  2 

(A«ljournment  of  the  House),  [308]  66-') 
Scotland  —  Education  —  The  Glasgow  School 

Board  System,  [309]  1291 

Russell,  Mr.  T.  W.,  Tyrone,  8, 

Army  (India) — Briti&h  Medical  SerTicc,  [309] 
959 
Indian  Medical  Senricc,  [308]  1173 

[oonlt. 


RussiLL,  Mr.  T.  W. — cont. 

Army  Estimates  —  Clothing  EstabliihiiieiiU, 

Services,  and  Supplies,  [308]  1453 
China  and  Burmah— Trade  in  Opium.  [308] 

1743 
Customs  Service — Port  of  Belfast,  [308]  1067 
Disturbances  at  Belfast   Inquiry,    2iC    [308] 

1627  ;  Comm.  [309]  15S 
Ireland — Questions 

Crime  and  Outrage — Riots  at  Bel&st^-Lon 
of  Employment  by  Catholio  WorkpMiple, 
[308]  1726:— Riot  at  Gal waj— .Alleged 
Casualty,  [309]  788 
Land  Law  Act,  1881— The  Royal  Commis- 
sion— Names  of  the  Commissionen  on  Iha 
Development  of  the  Resouroet  of  Irdaad, 

[30931111 
Prisons — Kilkenny  Gaol — Religious  Pro- 
vision for  Presbyterian  Prisoners.  [309] 
768,  769 

Lighthouse  Illnminants— -Experiments  at  South 
Foreland — The  Correspondence,  [3^9]  •W 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308J  461,  465,  1031,  1034,  1035, 

1118 

Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the   Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  [309]  870.  446 
Civil  Contingencies  Fund,  &c.,  [309]  923 
Criminal     Prosecutions,    Ac,  in   Ireland, 

[309]  633.  634 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Household  of, 

Amendt.  [309]  263,  268 
Prisons,  Ireland,  [309]  739 
Registrar  General  of  Uirtlis,'&o.,  in  Ireland, 

[309]  611,  614 
Registry  of  Doeds,  Ireland,  [309]  698 
Report.  [309]  926 
Tenants  Relief  (Ireland),  2R.    faool     1183. 
1185  ^ 


Utissia 

Jll-treattnent  of  an  M.P.  at  yfoscow.  Questions, 
^r.  Pulcston  ;  Answers,  Mr.  Montagu,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  ASiirs 
(Sir  James  Fergussoo)  Aug  23.  [308]  263 

[See  Atiaite  Husna] 

Exportation  of  Sugar — Continuanee  0/  Bawi^ 
til's.  Question,  Colonel  Hill ;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergusson)  5«pl21,[309l 
1117 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liqaors  on  Snndaj 
(Cornwall)  Bill 

(il/r.  Borlase,  Sir  John  St,  Aubyn,  JTr.  AeUmi^ 
Mr.  Contjbeare,  Mr,  Courtne^^  Mr.  Miekftri^ 

Smith) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  !*»  •  Aug  20  [Bill  11] 

211.  [Dropped] 

Sale  under  Legal  Proceu  Bill 

(ifr.  Edmund  Robertson^  Mr,  FieUn,  Mr,  Mmnid 

Cossham,  Mr,  ffoworik,  Mr,  WUUmm 

MuHier) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  l^  *  Sepi  1  [BUI  4q 

2R.  [Dropped] 
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Salisbury,  Marquess  of  (Prime  Minister) 

India  (Roinbay)  —  Tho  Sirdar  Prithi  Rao, 
[308  J  773 

Parliament— Business  of  the  House,  [308]  22 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  65 

Post  Office  —  Postage  of  Printed  Matter, 
[308]  1719 

Secret  Service  (Repeal),  2R.  [309]  160 


^ALT.  Mr.  T.,  Stafford 
Australia   (Western)  —  Discoveries    of    Gold, 

[308]  1749 
Education   (Grants   to   Schools),    Res.   [308] 
1763 


Sandys,  CoIouqXTM., Lancashire,  8, IF., 
Booth 
Ireland— Royal  Irish  Constabulary— Numbers 
and  Religious  Composition,  [308]  1458 

Sauxdersox,  Colonel  E.  J.,  Armagh,  N- 

Ireland— Royal  Irish  Constabulary — Proseca- 

tions   for    Drunkenness  —  Circular    of    the 

Inspector  General,  [309]  1106 

Parliament— Queen's  Speech,   Address  in  An- 

3o8J8wer  to,  r.l5,  510,517,  518,  519,  620,  525, 

.      620,  7U,  1099,  1102,  1105, 1108, 1109.  1111  ; 

.      Report,   1234,   1237,  1240;  Amendt.  1241, 

.      1245,  1257,  1261 

Supply— Constabulary,  Ireland,  [309]  792 
County    Court    Officers,   Ac,   in   Ireland, 

[309]  713 
Criminal     Prosecutions,    Ac,   in   Ireland, 
[309]  635,  636 

JS(  riw'ANx,  ^fr.  C.  E.,  Manchester,  N, 
I'arliaincnt- Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  721 
Po-<t    Office — Friendly   and    Benefit  Societies 

—  Ileadinirs  to  Invoices,  [308]  1087 
Soutii   Par  fie,  Islands  of  the — New    Hebrides 
— The  Convention  with  France,  1878,  [308] 

loss 

ScLATER-BooTH,  Eight  Hon.  G.,  Hants, 

Basinqstoke 
Supply— Uome  Office,  [308]  1837 

Scotland — Secretary  for,  &c.  {see  Bal- 
four, Eight  Hon.  A.  J.) 

Scotland  (Questions) 

Agi-icnUitY'il  Leases — A  Commusion  of  Inquiry, 
Questions,  Mr.  Esslemont ;  Answers,  The 
Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour) 
AirrjSO,  [308]  788 

AnricnJturiiL  labourers — A  Commission  of  In- 
quiry, Question,  Dr.  Clark  ;  Answer,  The 
i^ecretary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour) 
Sept  10,  [309]  28 

Commissioners  of  Xorthern  Lights^  Want  of 
IA<jhtliouscs  on  the  U'esi  Coast  of  Shetland, 
Question,  Mr.  Lyell ;  Answer,  Tho  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  Atiff  31 , 
[308]  830 

[eont. 


ScOTLAND-^COn/. 

County  Voters  (Scotland)  Act  —  Assessors, 
Question,  Mr.  More ;  Answer,  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  GoTernment  Board  (Mr. 
Ritchie) ;  Observations,  The  Lord  Advocate 
(Mr.  J.  H.  A.Macdonald)  Aug  31,  [308]  886 

Crofters  Holdings  (Scotland)  Act,  1886— Ex- 
tension of  Act,  Question,  Mr.  Anderson; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour)  Aup  30,  [308]  789 

Crofter  Commissioners,  The —  Public  Sittings, 
Question,  Mr.  Macdonald  Cameron  ;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour)  Sept  20,  [309]  973 

Education — The  Glasgow  School  Board  SyS' 
tern.  Observations,  Mr.  Mason ;  Reply,  The 
Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour) ; 
short  debate  thereon  Sept  22,  [309]  1288 

Evictions — Eviction  on  the  Chisholm  Estate, 
Inverness 'shire,  Question,  Mr.  Wallace  ;  An- 
swer, The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Lord 
Randolph  Churchill)  Sept  25,  [309]  1364 

Geneii'al  Register  House,  Edinburgh —  Engross- 
ing  Clerks,  Question,  Mr.  Sheehan ;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
Jackson)  Sept  1 6,  [309]  583 

Inclosure  of  Hill  Grounds  (Scotland)  Acts, 
Question,  Mr.  Mason ;  Answer,  The  Lord 
Advocate  (Mr.  J.  II.  A.  MacdonaM)  Sept  21, 
[309]  1098 

Locomotives  Amendment  (Scotland)  Act^  1878 
— Bye-Laws  of  Road  Trustees  (Forfarshire), 
Question,  Mr.  Menzies  ;  Answer,  The  Se- 
cretary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour) 
^"^31,  [308]  878 

Municipal  Elections  —  Corrupt  Practices  — 
Legislation,  Question,  Mr.  Lacaita ;  An- 
swer, The  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr,  A.  J. 
Balfour)  Sept  3.  [308]  1183 

The  Dcmprigg  Trustees,  Wick — Encroachment 
on  Rights    of   Way,  Question,  Mr.   Mac- 
donald Cameron  ;  Answer,  Tho  Lord  Advo- 
cate (Mr.   J.   11.   A.    Macdonald)   Sept  20, 
[309]  974 

Truck  Acts,  The — Mines  and  Works  in  Scotland, 
Question,  Mr.  Bradlaugh  ;  Answer,  The  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  tho  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  2,  [308]  1083 ;  Observa- 
tions, Mr.  Bradlaugh  ;  Reply,  The  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Matthews) ;  short  debate  thereon  Sept  9, 
1764;  Questions,  Mr.  Bradlaugh;  Answers, 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  tho  Dome  Depart- 
ment (Mr.  Matthews),  Tho  Ix>rd  Advocate 
(Mr.  J.  H.  A.  3^Iacdonald)  Sept  10,  [309]  7 
The  Easdale  Slate  Company,  Question,  Dr. 
Clark;  Answer, The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J. 
II.  A.  Macdonald)  Aug  20,  [308]  161 

FisiiEBiEs  (Scotland) 

The  Royal  Commission^  Trawling  in  Galway 
Bay,  Question,  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde ;  An- 
swer, The  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  (Sir 
Michael  Hicks- Beach)  Sept  3.  [308]  1180 

Dredging  for  Mussels  in  Dornoch  Firth,  Quet- 
tion,  Mr.  Anderson ;  Answer,  The  Lord 
Advocate  (Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Macdonald)  Aug 23, 
[308]  254 

Loans  to  Fishermen  in  Crofting  Parishes, 
Question,  Mr.  Angus  Sutherland  ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfoar)  .%fit  7,  [308]  1476 

{cmt. 
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Righli  of  Fishinfj  in  Perthshire,  Qaestion,  Mr. 
E.  Robert8on  ;  Answer,  The  i^ccretary  to  tho 
Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  Sept  21,  [309]  1 1 12 

Fishery  Board  (Scotland) 

Beam'  Trawling  in  the  Mnny  Firth,  Question, 
Mr.  Anderson  ;  AiMN^rcr.  Tln»  Si»«r»'tJirv  tor 


Select  Vestries 

e.  BiW,  pro  formCt,  read  1*  Auff  19 

Sellar,  Mr.  A.  C,  Lanarhhire,  Pariiek 
PoHt  (>ffi(M>  (<oot1nnii)  — l*o<«til  Coiiiinunioaiion 
to  the  Outer  Hebrides.  [308J  880 


Scotland  (.Mr.  A.  J.   Ballour)  Sept  2,  [3o8]  |  g^j^^^N.     Captain    C.     W.,      Cambridge, 

Wisbeach 
Army  Kstimatcs— MiliUry  Rdaeatiott,  EiUb- 
lishments  for,  [308]  1583 


Memorial  of  Fishery  OJicei'Sy  Question,  Mr. 
Macdonald  Cameron  ;  Answer,  Tho  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  (Mr.  A.J.  Balfour)  Sept  2, 
[308]  1071 

Pay  of  Officers,  Question,  Mr.  Macdonald 
Cameron  ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  Sept  20,  [309]  976 

Report  for  1885  —  Fishermen*  s  Ilomes,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Duff ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  for 
Scotland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  Sept  7,  [308] 
U73 

Law  axd  Justice  (Scotland) 

Arrest  of  the  Crofters  at  Tirt'c,  Question,  Mr. 
Watt;  Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J. 
n.  A.  Macdonald)  Aug  23,  [308J  270 

Circuit  Cowr<«,  Question.  Mr.  Edmund  Robert- 
son >  Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  J.  II. 
A.  Macdonald)  Sept  tJ,  [308]  1310 

The  Magistracy  —  The  Sheriff  Clerk  of  Berwick- 
shire, Question,  Mr.  A.  L.  Brown  ;  Answer, 
The  Lord  Advocate  ( Mr.  J.  II.  A.  Macdonald) 
Sept  22,  [309]  12.53 

Law  and  Police  (Scotland) 

Bye-Laws  as  to  Bicycles  and  Tricycles,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Menzies ;  Answer,  Tho  Secretary 
for  Scotland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  Aug  26, 
[308]  663 

Leaih  by  Drowning  of  Donald  Maenab,  Ques- 
tion, Dr.  Cameron  ;  Answer,  The  Lord 
Advocate  (Mr.  J.  11.  A.  Macdonald)  Sept  6, 
[308]  1313 

Post  Office  (Scotland) 

Commwiicati)u  between  Donwch  and  Bonar- 
btidg'j  Question,  Mr.  M  icdonald  Cameron  ; 
Answer,  I  he  Vice  President  of  the  Council 
(^ir  ilenry  llolhmd)  Sept  20,  [309]  074 

Mails  in  Sutheriimi,  Question,  Mr.  Macdonald 
Cameron  ;  Answer,  The  Postmaster  General 
(Mr.  Raike«)  Sept  2,  [308]  1071 

Postal  Communication  to  the  Outer  Hebrides, 
Question,  Mr.  Craig-^eliar ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  for  Scotland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour) 
Aug  o\,  [308]  880 

Secret  Service  lEepeal)  Bill 

{Mr.  Jackson,  Mr,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
Mr.  A  kern -Douglas) 

c.  Ordered  :  read  P  •  Aug  30  [Bill  41] 

Bead  2°  •  Sept  2 

Committee;   Report;  read  3"  Sept  3,   [308] 
13«»3 
I.  Read  1"  •  {M  of  Sal i fluty)  Sept  6    (No.  16) 

Bead  2*  Sept  13,  [309J  160 

Committee  •  ;  Report  Sept  16 

Head  3*  •  Sept  20 

Royal  Assent  Sept  25  [60  Vict,  c.  2] 


Warlike  Stores,  dtc.,  Manafactnra  and  Re- 
pair of,  [308]  1606 
Inland  Revenue — Income   Tax  upoa  Harried 
Women,  [308]  1461 

Seton-Karr,  Mr.  H.,  SL  Helenas 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An* 

swer  to,  [308]  714 

Sexton,  Mr.  T.,  Belfast,  W,,  S^  Sligo,  8. 

Army  Estimates,  [308]  1327 

Bul;;aria  —  Reported   Abdication   of   Prince 

Alexander,  [308]  1327 
Consolidated   Fund   (Appropriation),     Comns. 
cl.  3,  Motion  for  reporting  Progress,  [309] 
1131,1132 
Disturbances  at  Belfast  loqairy.  Motion  for 
Leave,  [308]  484;   SR.   1450,  1457,  1607, 
1616,    lt>28;    Comm.   [309]    158;    el.   9, 
Aiiiendt.  492,  494,  495  ;  Preamble,  i5. 
Expiring  l^ws  Continuance,  3R.  [309]  3S9 
Ireland — Questions 

Belfast  Main  Drainage,  [.^08]  874 
Collapse    of  the  Albert   Bridge,    Belfast, 

[309] 1113 
Cnme    and    Outrage  —  BarbaTilla    Con* 

spiraoy,  [308]  1757 
Disturbances  at  Belfast  Inquiry  Bill,[3o8J 

797.  897 
Fishery  Piers  and  Ilarboors — Pier  at  En* 

niscrorie,  Co.  Sligo,  [309]  16 
Irish   Rifle   Clubs  (Belfast,    Ac.)— Firing 

Practice,  [309]  180,  181 
Law  and  Police—Action  of  the  Police  at 
Ballyrush,  Co.  Sligo.  [309]  17,  184,  185 
National   Education — Irish-Speakinc  Dii* 

tricts,  [308]  1478 
Post  Otfice   (Belfast) --Telegraph    Clerks, 

[309] 7 
Ro)al  Iritih  Constabulary — Force  in  Bel* 
f«8t,  [308J1726, 1727  ;-The  Vaterinaiy 
Surgeonship,  [308]  1311 
South- West  District— Sir  Rcdvers  Bailer. 
[3o8j  271 

Irelaiid—Crimo  and  Ontrage^The  Riots  al 
Uctfast — Questions 

[308]  90,  557 

Attack  on  the  DaTis  Street  Polioa  Bar- 
racks. [309]  1119,  11  SO 

Charffes  ngainst  the  Irish  Constabnlary, 
[308]  273  :— Casualties  of  the,  r3a8]  88S 

Expenses  of  the  Royal  Uoepttal.  [108I 
1727,  1728,  1772, 1774:-.CompoMUisB 
for  Damage  to  the,  [309]  188 

Grand  Jury  of  Antrim,  [309]  III4 

Loss  of  Employment  bj  CathoUo  WiA« 
people,  [308]  1795.  1798 

The  Commiuion,  [308]  185, 189, 971 


SEX        SHE 


(SESSION    3,      1886) 

308—309. 


SHE        SIM 


SxxTON,  Mr.  T. — cont. 

Ireland — Law  and  Justice — Qaettions 

Case  of Cronin,  Conyicted  of  "  Moon- 
lighting," [309]  1253 
Imprisonment  of  Father  Fahy,  [309]  1083, 

1306,  1307,  1312 
The  Baihnvilla  Prisoners,  [309]  179 
Ireland  —  Pailiainentary    Elections  —  Derry 
ENciion  —  Action  of  the   Resident  Magis- 
trate  arnl    Police  —  Official    Inquiry,   Res. 
[309]  12:2,  1273,  1284,  1285 
Navy     Estimates  —  MiscellaDeous    Serfices, 

[308]  1847 
Parliament  —  Public  Business  —  Committee 
of  Supply  —  Incorrect  Entry  in  Votes, 
[309]  28 
Order  of  Supply — Vote  for  the  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary,  [309]  004 
Parliament — Business  of  the   House — Motion 

for  the  Address,  [308]  382 
Parliament— New  Rules  of  Procedure — Rule 2 

(Adjournment  of  the  House),  [308]  575 
Parliament — New    Writ— Double    Return   for 
lielfast    Borough     (Western    Division)   and 
Sligo  County  (Southern  Division),  [308]  168 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]   195,  482,  627;   Motion  for 
Adjournment,  651,  652,671,680.683,  693, 
C94,   800,  989;    Amendt.  991,  1022,  1023, 
1027,  1030,  1047,  1105,  1108,  1110,  1152 
Post  Office  (Telegraph  Department) — Annual 

Holiday  to  Telegraphists,  [3^9]  11^2 
Supply,  [309]  29 

Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  [309!  365,  368,  369,  372,  417, 
441.  457,  458.  461,  462,  481,  482 
County  Court  Officers,  Ac.  in  Ireland,  [309] 

713,  715,  720,  721,  723,  728,  734 
Criminal  Prosecutions.  Ac.  in  Ireland,  [309] 

294,  299,  300,  306,  622,  623,  624 
Exchequer  and   Audit  Department,  [308] 

1840 
Land  Commissioners  for  England,  [309]  30 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Household  of, 

[309]  206,  286,  287 
Report,  [308]  1856,  1859;  [309]  156 
Secretary    ot   State   for    Foreign   Affairs, 

[308]  1839, 1840 
Secret  Services,  [309]  216 
Supply,  Res.  [308]  1303 
Wales  r North)— Collection   of  Tithes,   [308] 
551 


Sheehan,  Mr.  J.  D.,  Kerry,  E, 

General    Register    House,    Edinburgh  —  En- 
grossing Clerks,  [309]  583 
India  (Madras  Prei^idency)— Allowances  to  the 

Governor,  [309]  1127 
Ireland — Post  Office — Northern  Division — Al- 
lowances to  Postmasters,  Ac.  at  Head 
Post  Offices,  [309]  771 ;— Mr.  W.  Ahem, 
Postal  Surveyor,  [309]  772 
Prisons  —  Death  of  Thomas  Fitigerald,  a 
Convict,  in  Mountjoy  Prison,  [309]  978 


SiiEEiiY,  Mr.  D.,  Galway,  8. 

Army    Estimates— Clothing    EstablishmeDU, 
Services,  and  Supplies,  [308]  1450 
Volunteer    Corps    Pay    and    AUowincat, 

[308]  1385 


[tonL 


Shviht,  Mr.  D, — eorU, 

Ireland — Questions 

Evictions — Lord  Clanricarde*s  Estate,  Co. 
Gal  way,  [308]  1312  ;  — Woodford,  Co. 
Gal  way  —  County  Inspector  O'Brien, 
[308]  884  ;— Action  of  the  Police,  [308] 
1735 

Royal  Irish  Constabulary — Employment  at 
Evictions.  [308]  270  ;~Di8trict  Inspector 
Davis,  of  Lough  rea,  Co.  Gal  way — Alleged 
Reflections  on  Catholic  Clergymen,  [309] 
600 
Ireland — Law  and  Justice — Questions 

Alleged  Assault  on  Dr.  D'Alton,  of  Bran- 
more,  [308]  1735 

Imprisonment  of  Father  Fahy,  [309]  1085, 
1086 

Woodford  Prisoners  (Gal way),  [308]  1752 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  211 
Supply  —  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant of  Ireland,  L309]  450 

Constabulary,  Ireland,  [309]  816,  817 

Criminal  Prosecutions,  die,  in  Ireland, 
[309]  616,  617,  620  ;  Amendt.  660 

Local  Government  Board,  [309]  54 

National  Debt  Office,  [309]  115 

Shieley,  Mr.  W.  S.,   Yorkshire^  W.R., 
Doneaster 
Army    (Ordnance  Department)  —  Army   and 

Navy  Guns,  [308]  1730 
Burials  (England  and  Wales) — Churchyard  at 

Bolton-on-Dearne,  Yorkshire,  [308]  777 
Criminal  Law — Excessive  Sentence — Case  of 
George  Parish  —  Dartford  Petty  Sessions, 
[308]  1066  ;  [309]  165 
Fiscal  Laws — Duties  on  Imported  Manafac- 

tures,  [308]  369 
Law  and  Justice  (England  and  Wales) — Ques- 
tions 
A  Court  of  Criminal  Appeal,  [309]  083 
Murder  of  a  Police  Constable  at  Dodwortb, 
near  Barnsley,  Lancashire,  [309]  963 
Law  and  Justice  (Ireland)  —  Imprisonment  of 

Father  Fahy,  [309]  1320 
Marriages  (Attendance  of  Registrars),  [308] 

787 
Parks  (Metropolis)  —  Ilyde  Park — Hours  of 
Closing — Disorderly  Characters,  [309]  1089 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  313 
Post  Office—Telegrapbio  Money  Orders,  [308] 

878 
Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieate- 
nant  of  Ireland,  [309]  388 

Shop  Hoars  Regulation  Bill 

{Sir  John  Lubbock^  Mr.  Barry,  Mr.  Burt,  Mr, 
Cameron  Corheit,  Mr.  MaenaghUn) 

e.  Ordered ;  read  I*  •  Aug  26  [Bill  40] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

SiMoir,  Sir  J.,  Dewahury 
Army — Mr.    Gustenberg,    Lieatenant,    20ih 

Hassars,  [308]  1095 
West    Indies — Uland   of    Jamaica  —  Alleged 

Depredatiooa  by  a  SpMiiih  liaii  of  War, 

[308]  275,  880 


SIT       SMI        {GENERAL    INDEX) 
308—309. 

Sites  for  ClmrcIieB,  ftc.  areland)  BUI 

(3fr,  TAomas  Maync,  Caloncl  Noian,  Mr.  Biggar 

Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  Mr.  Crilly) 
t.  Ordared  ;  read  T  ■  Avy  2U  [Bill  6] 

SR.  [Dropped] 


Smith.  Eight  Hon.W.  H.  (Secretary 
of  State  for  War).  Strand,  Wett- 
mintter 

Armj — Quaslions 

Age  Retirement.  [30S]  543 
"Apprebendsd  Diiturbanoes  in  England," 

[308]  644 
Canteens,  [308]  6S5 
CommiMions  in   the  Royal   Artillary   and 

Eogineer..  [308]  255 
Diteipline— Court    Mnrtinl   nt  Chath.-im, 

[309]  lUB 
High  oeicmis  in  Pririte  Finns.  [308]  1IT5 
Irdand— Cantoens,  [308]  1073  ;--C«valrj 

Regiment  at  Dundalk,  [308J  Sfl3, 1310  ;— 

RloiB  at  Belfast— Special  Altowanees  to 

TriKips  Emplored,  [309]  774 
Mediaal  Dcpxrtment  —  Annual   Reporli, 

[308] loas 

Hr.  Gustenberg,  Lieutenant,  30lh  Ilnsssra, 

[308]  10B5 
Quart  erm.ietere,  |'3oS]  1733 
UegLTnontnl    Bandi   at    Pnliticul    Meetings 

and  Public  FesliviiU,  [308]  370.  1180 
Royal    Military    Asyinm  —  Admission    oF 

Soldiers'  Cliilitren,  [308]  3Se 
Tth  Hussars— SaicldB  of  a  Sergeant,  [108] 

1311 
Army  {Aoiiliarr    Foroos)  —  The   Mililia— 

Questioni 
Cavna   Militia- CapUin    Somerset   Mai- 

woll,  [308]  361  ;— Colonel  Deaso—M»j or 

Kerr,  [308J  SGI  ;  —  Lieutenant  W.  IT. 

Mnlnolmson,  [308]  300 
Kxamination  for  Lieutennnts,  [339]  1131 
OfBoors,  [309]  9C5 
Quartermasters,  [309]  13G1 
Trnining  —  Instruelion   for  Militia    Rcfi- 

mtnta,  [30S]  llOU 
Arm;  (Auxiliary  Forces)  — The  Volunteers — 

Arms  of  the  Arlillorj  Volunteers,  [3*9]  "!"•* 
Parment  to   Volunteers  in   Camp,  [308] 

1750 
Scrgnnnt  Instruotors  to  Volunteer  Corps, 

[308I 1733 
Tliu  C.ipilntion  Grant,  [308]  3u',   IISO; 

[309]  1068 
Arm;  (Ordnance  Department)— l-Jucslions 
Ammunition— Cartridges,  [308]  ITIO 
Army  and  Navy  Guns,  T.^otf]  1730 
Artillery— Complaints  as  to  Qunliljr  of  Field 

or  Mountain  Guns,  [30SJ  153 
Charges  against  the  Ordnance  Depnrtt 

[308]    159,  2S6,  373,  37-1,   Sli3,   1 

i;309jaa,35,  175,  1711,312,1115.1 
Colonel  nopi!'BGun,[3o8]  1434 
DcfcctiTC  Guns.  [309]  "SO 
Goaranlcoof  Guns,  [309]  077 
Heavy  Guna,[lo8]7S3 
The    •' Collingwood "    43-ton   Gun,   [30S] 

1078  1— Report  on  the,  [30R}  SOC 


iMiia,  Right  Hon.  W.  H,— emt 

Warlike  Stores  and    EquipmrntB    (Royal 
Commission] — Ordnanoa  Store    Depwt- 
mcnt,  [309J  6Sfl,  IIOS,  IISI 
Army — War  Department — Qaestion* 

Campaign  in  the  Soudan — Supply  of  Atmi 

and  stores,  [309]  788 
First  Army  Corps,  [309]  185 
Purchase  of  Remounts   from    tho    BriUih 

Colonies,  [30911100 
Retired  OScen  in  Colonial  EmplojnMnt, 

[309]  1193 
Tlie  Urdnanoe  Special  Committoo,   [joq] 
170;— Calculated    Buntiof    Slrkin   M 
Guns,  [308J  175* 
Army  Estimates — Administration   of  MUitaiy 
Law, [308] 1328 
Army   ReserTe   Force,  [;3oB]   1394,   14tM, 

1100 
Clotbing     Establishment!,    SarricM,   ftod 

Supplies,  [308]  1454 
Medical  Establishments  and  RerylcM,  [308] 

1331,  1333,  1339,  134U,  1341 
Militia   Pay  and  AlloiraDOei,  [308]     IS», 
1362, 1303, 1365, 1366, 13S»,  1370, 1371, 
1373 
Miscellaneous    ESectiTa    SorTiow,    [jo8] 

16S9,  15S0,  1591 
Retired  Pay,  ±c,  [308]  I69T 
Volunteer     Corps   Pay    and    Allowance^ 

[30811371.  1377.  1390 
Warlike  Stores,  Au.,  ManufiictnTa  and  Re- 
pair of,  [30S]  1530,  1533,   1534,   1C98, 
1545,  1551,  1558,  1576 
Works,  Buildings,  Ac.  at  Ilameand  illiiiwil. 
[308]  1583 
Efrypt— Army  of  Oeenpition— Healtb  of  tha 
Troops  at  Assouan,  [308]  1739 ;  [309]  IliM 
Ireland— Irish    Rifle   Clnbi   [Beirut,  to.)— 
Firing  I'raolloe.  [309]  180,  ISI 
Soutb-West  District — Sir  Radrora  Bnller, 
[308]  666,  067 
Metropolis— Open   Spaces— Tha    GardsBi  at 

Ibe  Tower  of  London,  [309J  9S5 
Pari Ltment— Chairman  of  Committca  of  Wayi 

and  Means,  [108!  1303 
Supply,  R«.  [308]  1303,  1393 
Supply,  Keporl,  [308]  1603,  1B04,  W7 

Siiixn.  Mr.  a.,  FlinUhirt 

India — Depreciation  of  Silfor,  TjoS]  flSS 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  AiUtcm  ia  Ab- 
swer  to,  Amondt.  [308]  797 

Solicitors'  Annoal  Certificata  Daty  BUI 
(Mr.  0'Eia,-Mr.  Stxlan,  Mr.  D-m^,  Mr.  Dwftr 

Oray,  Mr.  Araiir  O'Camer) 
c.  Onlcred :  rend  1°  •  Aiy  SU  [BUI  IS] 

3R.  [Dropped] 

South  Paeijie,  ItUinit  offht 
Vfporlalion  of  Frtaei  Convict*  U  S$m  OJit- 
dania.    Question,    Mr.   litmH    VImmi 
Answer,  The   Secretary   of  Stale  far  Urn 
(Mr.  E.  Sunbope}  Stpl  f  I, 


1123 


3 


),  Or.  Canwtas 
Anewer,  The  FiM:  ImU  of  Ike  AilnrinUy 
(Lord  Geoife  H  Agri  0.^3°"}  "1' 


sou       8PE 
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SPE       SFE 


South  Pacific,  Islands  of  the—coni. 

Reported  Annexation  of  the  El  lice  Islands, 
Question,  Mr.  lloworth  ;  Answer,  The  Se- 
cretary of  St.ito  for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  E. 
Stanhope)  Auft  23,  [308]  268 

7  he  i\ew  Hebrides  —  The  Convention  with 
France,  1878,  Question,  Sir  Samuel  Wilson  ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  Sept  2,  [308] 
1083 

Spain 

Fernando  Po— Expulsion  of  the  Rev.  William 
Welford,  Question,  Mr.  Burt;  Answer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreij^n  Affairs 
(Sir  James  Fergusson)  ^ti^  31,  [308]  877 

The    Commercial     Tariff  —  "  Certificates   of 
Origin*'  Question,  Mr.  Jacob  Bright ;  An  - 
swer,    The    Under  Secretary  of  State   for 
Foreign    Affairs    (Sir    James     Fergusson) 
Au^'M,  r308]:891 

The  ••  yiiry  Mark  "  Collision,  Question,  Mr. 
W.  F.  Lawrence ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir 
James  Fergusson)  Sept  7,  [308]  H63 

Greni  Britain  and  Spain —  Treaty  of  Extra- 
dition,  Question,  Mr.  F.  S.  Stevenson  ; 
Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergusson) 
Sept  25,  [309]  1353 

SrEAKEu,    Tho   (Eight    Hon.    Arthtr 

Wellesley    Peel),     Warwick  and 

Leamington 

Right    lion.   Arthur  JWellesley    Peel    chosen 

Speaker  of  this  House  Aug  5,  [308]  8  — 

is  presented  to  the  Lords   Commissioners, 

and  approved  and  confirmed  by  Her  Majesty, 

12,  15— and  takes  the  Oath,  16 

Double  Returns  —  Election  of  Seat  —  Mr. 
Sexton  having  been  returned  for  the  Southern 
Division  ot  tho  County  of  Sligo  and  tho 
Western  Division  of  the  Borough  of  Belfast, 
had  infornie«i  Mr.  Speaker  that  he  elected  to 
serve  for  Belfast ;  and  Mr.  Biggar  now 
moved  the  issue  of  a  new  Writ  for  the  Sligo 
Division. —  Mr.  Spe.iker  said,  he  had  replied 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Sexton)  that  he 
was  not  in  a  position  to  make  his  election, 
for  reason  that  a  Petition  had  been  presented 
.ngainst  his  return  for  ono  of  those  constitu- 
encies. In  his  (Mr.  Speaker's)  opinion  a 
Member  could  not  elect  to  choose  which  of 
the  two  constituencies  he  should  sit  for, 
until  he  had  been  duly  returned  for  both 
of  them.  In  this  case  ho  had  not  been 
duly  returned  for  both  of  them,  because  the 
rotun  for  ono  of  them  was  still  sub  jwiice  ; 
aiiti  it  was  an  old  and  a  very  well-established 
and  well-known  practice  of  that  Ilouse  that 
until  there  was  no  question  as  to  the  return 
o(  a  Member  for  cither  of  the  constituencies 
for  which  he  was  returned  he  wts  not  able 

to  make  his  choice  of  either It  is  a 

Avell-understood  Rule  of  the  House  that  if  a 
Member  is  returned  for  two  places  he  can 
.'^ic ;  but  for  which  place  the  hon.  Member 
is  now  sitting  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say 
until  tho  Court  has  decided  upoD  his  return, 
[308] IG?,  109 

[eoni. 


Spiaxsb,  The — cont. 

Procedure  —  Moved,  "That  the  Address  .be 
read  a  second  time  " — Mr.  Parnell :  I  wish 
to  know  whether  the  Report  of  the  Address 
can  be  taken  without  Notice  and  without 
the  consent  of  the  House  ? — Mr.  Speaker : 
It  is  not  uncommon  that  the  Report  of  the 
Address  should  be  taken  immediately  after 
the  Address  has  been  agreed  to.  There  is 
no  Notice  necessary  for  the  Report  of  the 
Address — it  is  brought  up  as  a  matter  of 
course  immediately  after  the  Address  is 
agreed  to,  [308]  1162,  1163 

Rules  of  Debate 

Precedence  in  Speaking. — Mr.  A.  O'Connor  :  I 
wish  to  know  whether  it  is  not  the  recognized 
practice  that  the  debate  should  be  resumed 
by  the  hon.  Member  who  moved  the  adjourn- 
ment on  the  previous  day  ?  If  the  hon. 
Member  who  so  moved  tho  adjournment 
fails  to  bo  in  his  place  at  the  resumption  of 
the  debate,  is  he  entitled,  at  a  subsequent 
period,  to  precedence  over  hon.  Members 
who  have  been  here  all  the  evening  and  de- 
sire to  speak  ? — Mr.  Speaker :  If  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Birmingham 
(Mr.  J.  Chamberlain)  had  been  in  his  place 
at  the  commencement  of  the  debate  he 
would  have  claimed  the  right  to  address  the 
House  ;  bat  I  see  nothing  to  debar  him  from 
rising  to  address  the  House  at  a  later  period, 
[308]  614 

Reading  a  Speech. — It  is  contrary  to  the  Rules 
of  the  House  for  a  Member  to  read  his 
speech ;  but  he  may  refer  to  his  notes  to 
refresh  his  memory,  [308]  1034 

Reference  to  a  previous  Debate. — I  must  re- 
mind  the   hon.   Gentleman  that  be  is  not 
entitled,  when  the  Speaker  is  in  the  Chair, 
to  refer  to  a  speech  made  in   Committee  of 
this  Session.  [309]  1288 

Speakinga  Sccoad  Time. — The  hon.  Gentleman 
has  spoken  already  on  the  Main  Question, 
[309]  1306 

Reference  to  Debates  in  tho  other  House.— 
It  is  a  well-established  Rule,  and  one  of  ob- 
vious convenience,  that  no  reference  should 
be  made  to  words  used  in  the  other  House 
of  Parliament  in  the  same  Session,  [308] 
223 

Relevancy  and  Irrelevancy. — The  Debate  on 
the  Address — Amendments  —  Relevancy — 
Mr.  Speaker  states,  at  length,  his  opinion 
that  when  the  general  debate  on  the  Address 
appears  to  be  terminated  by  the  introduction 
ot  an  Amendment  then  the  general  discus- 
sion on  the  Address  is  closed ;  and  the 
debate  is  thereafter  oonflned  to  the  subject- 
matter  of  that  Amendment.  But  when  the 
Amendment  is  concluded,  the  Address  is 
again  open  to  amendment  in  the  interval 
between  an  Amendment  and  possibly  a 
subsequent  Amendment,  [308]  413,  414, 
1242,  1243 

Irrelevancy.  —  Mr.  Harris  continoiof  irrele- 
vancy of  observation,  though  repeatedly 
called  to  Order,  Mr.  Speaker  requested 
him  to  resume  bis  seat,  [308J  939 

Mr.  Flynn  oontinoing  irrelevanoy  of  ob* 
aerration  and  tedioai  repetition,  though 
repeatedly   called    to  Order,   Mr.  Speaker 
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requested  him  to  resumo  bis  seat ;  but,  not 
complying,  Mr.  Speaker  directed  him  to 
resume  his  seat,  [308]  083,  081 

When  a  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  pursued  a 
course  which  has  brought  him  under  the 
notice  of  the  Chair,  and  requires  him  to  be 
called  to  Order,  Mr.  Speaker  does  not  con- 
sidcr  that  the  remarks  ho  had  made  arc  a 
fit  subject  for  subsequent  discussion,  [308] 
737,  738 

Colonel  Saunderson,  having  alluded  to  certain 
Members  of  the  House,  in  connection  with 
the  Fenian  Brotherhood,  read  the  names  of 
those  who  had  taken  the  Feninn  Oath,  and, 
being  challenged  for  his  authority,  referred 
to  a  pamphlet  published  at  Chicago,  U.S. — 
On  discussion,  Mr.  Speaker  said :  The  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  has  given  his  authority 
for  the  statement  ho  is  making.  The  House 
must  judge  of  the  value  of  that  authority  for 
itself.  It  is  not  for  me  to  interfere  on  a 
point  of  Order  in  this  instance,  [308]  1241 

Premature  discussion  of  a  Motion.  — Mr. 
Speaker  :  I  must  point  out  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber (Mr  Pickcrsgill)  that  he  has  introduced 
a  Bill,  which  is  now  standing  on  the  Paper 
for  a  second  reading,  which  contains  a  dis- 
tinct reference  to  the  subject-matter  of  the 
present  Motion ;  and  as  that  Bill  is  to  bo 
brought  on  upon  a  future  day,  the  hon- 
Member  would  not  be  in  Order  in  moving 
his  Resolution  now,  as  he  would  be  antici- 
pating the  discussion  upon  the  Bill,  [308] 
1750 

Dr.  Clark  :  While  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
shields  criminals  ....  Mr.  Speaker  :  The 
expression  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  used  is 
not  a  proper  one  to  use  in  this  House,  and 
he  must  withdraw  it,  [308]  1205 

The  Lord  Advocate  :  I  am  rather  inclined  to 
think  thiit  if  the  manner  and  tone  of  the 
hon.  Member  (Dr.  Clark)  were  pretty  much 
the  same  as  we  have  seen  him  occa^iionally 
adopt  in  this  House  ....  Mr.  Speaker  : 
The  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  is 
not  entitled  to  use  that  expression,  and  I 
hope  he  will  withdraw  it,  [308]  1200 

After  Question  put.  Captain  Colomb  said  :  Mr. 
Speaker,  at  this  moment  an  hon.  Member 
(Dr.  Tanner)  crossed  from  the  other  side  of 
the  House  and  said  to  me  that  1  had  said 
ho  was  paid  for  obstructing,  and  that  I  was 
a  liar  ....  After  the  Division,  Mr.  Speaker 
said,  that  as  the  words  complained  of -had 
been  used  in  the  House  that  matter  had 
come  under  his  authority  ;  that  while  the 
Division  was  in  pro;;:re88  both  the  Ison.  Mem- 
bers had  expressed  to  him  their  deep  regret 
at  the  occurrence,  and  had  unreservedly 
withdrawn  the  words  that  had  given  offence, 
and  tendered  their  apologies  to  each  other 
and  to  the  House,  [308]  11C4,  1165 

Mr.  Parnell :  I  wish  to  know  whether  the 
noble  Lord  (Lord  K.  Churchill)  is  entitled 
to  impute  a  Parliamentary  offence  to  any 
Member  or  Party  in  this  House — theoffenco 
of  Obstruction  ? — Mr.  Speaker  :  I  have  never 
understood  that  there  was  anything  un- 
parliamentary in  attributing  that  quality  to 
any  hon.  Member,  [308]  II70 
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Dr.  Goromins :  I  wish  to  know,  Sir,  whether 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  ( Mr.  Mae- 
artney)  is  in  Order  in  speaking  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Pinkerton),  or  anj  other 
Member  of  the  House,  as  a  renegade  to  hii 
religion  or  anything  else?— Mr.  Speaker  : 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  must  with- 
draw that  expression.  It  is  un-Parliameii<- 
tary,  [308]  1136 

Mr.  W.  Redmond  :  I  shall  not  condescend  to  fol- 
low the  hon.  Tory  Member  for  Antrim  (Mr. 
Macartney)  through  the  low  and  scurrilont 
depths  of  language  into  which  he  haa  fiiUen. 
— Mr.  Speaker  :  The  hon.  Member  haa 
made  use  of  an  improper  and  aD-ParIi»- 
mentary  expression,  and  I  hope  he  will  at 
once  withdraw  it,  [308]  1133 

Mr.  W.  Redmond :  I  will  not  even  say  that  the 
hon.  Member's  speech  was  "ditch-water.* 
although  he  said  that  abont  the  speech  of  one 
of  my  hon.  Friends.  In  fact,  I  will  not  follow 
such  an  ungentlemanly  line  of  argument.— 
Mr.  Speaker :  If  the  hon.  Member  repeats 
this  language  I  shall  have  to  take  the  very 
severe  course  of  Naming  him.  This  is  the 
second  time  I  have  call^  bim  to  Order  for 
using  expressions  which  are  highly  improper 
and  un-Parliamentary.  I  will  now  ask  him 
to  express  regret  to  the  Ilonse  for  having 
used  the  last  expression  which  haa  fiiUen 
from  him.~.Mr.  W.  Redmond  :  The  expres- 
sion "  ungentlemanly  "  I  unreservedly  with- 
draw, and  I  would  not  have  used  it  if  I  had 
thought  it  was  nn-Parliamentarj. — Mr. 
Speaker:  I  do  not  consider  that  the  hon. 
Member  has  made  an  apology  to  the  llooae. 
—Mr.  W.  Redmond  :  Then,  Sir,  I  will  apolo- 
gize to  the  House,  [308]  1139,  1140 

Reflections  on  Members  of  the  House  of 
Lords. — I  must  remind  the  hon.  Member 
(Dr.  Tanner)  that  a  certain  amount  of  cour- 
tesy is  due  trom  the  Members  of  one  branch 
of  the  legislature  to  those  of  the  other. 
The  hon.  Meml>cr  has  been  allading  to  a 
noble  Duke  in  "another  place"  in  a  manner 
which  violates  the  obligation  of  courtesy  duo 
from  a  Member  of  the  Couse  of  Commons  to 
a  Member  of  the  House  of  Lord\ — Subse- 
quently, the  hon.  Member  continuing  his 
irrelevance  and  tedious  repetition,  Mr. 
Speaker  asked  him  to  resume  hii  teat,  [308] 
937,  938 

The  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Banmann)  is  referring 
to  some  language  used  outside  the  Uouse ;  but 
if  he,  as  a  Member  of  this  House,  charges 
the  hon.  Member  for  Caithness  with  '*  vulgar 
and  venomous  scurrility/'  it  is  an  eipree- 
sion  which  is  not  Parliamentary,  and  not 
suited  to  the  dignity  or  the  Forms  of  this 
House,  [308J  910, 920 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  do  not  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Sir  William  llarconrt)  is  justified 
in  that  line  of  argument.  [A  Voici  /r«m 
the  Home  Rule  Benches :  Shame !]  That  is 
a  most  unjustifiable  expression,  and  if  I  knew 
who  used  it  I  would  take  action.  [Crief  of 
"  Name!"]— Sir  William  llarconrt:  Oft 
course,  I  shall  liow  absolutely  to  your  rating. 
I  only  wish.  Sir  ...  .  Mr.  Speaker:  TIm 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  now  argaing  with 
the  Chair.  ...  Sir  William  Unrooori:   i 
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shall  absolutely  obey  your  ruling,  Sir,  [308] 
1160,  1157 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell :  I  came  to  this  Hoase  de- 
termined to  vote  as  my  conscienoe  directed 
me,  cither  for  or  against  the  Govern- 
ment        Dr.   Tanner :    You   never  had 

one. — Mr.  Speaker:  Order,  order!  The 
hon.  Member  has  made  use  of  a  most  im- 
proper and  un  -  Parliamentary  eiprcssioo, 
which  I  must  ask  liim  at  once  to  withdraw, 
[308J  465 

Imputation  on  Members  of  this  House. — 
Colonel  Saunderson  :  As  far  as  I  understand 
the  explanation,  the  hon.  Member  (Mr.  Harris) 
now  informs  the  House  of  an  interesting  fact 
which  1  was  not  aware  of  before — namely, 
that  ho  bt'Ionj]^!)  to  the  Ribbon  Organization. — 
Mr.  Dillon  :  I  rise  to  Order.  1  wish  to  know 
whether  the  hon.  andj'gallant  Member  is  en- 
titled to  accuso  the  hon.  Member  of  belong- 
ing to  the  Ribbon  Organization  ?  —  Mr. 
Speaker  :  It  is  not  an  accusation,  but  a 
statement  that  the  hon.  Member  has  ad- 
mitted a  certain  fact.  It  is  for  the  House  to 
judge. — After  some  time,  Mr.  Speaker  said  : 
I  tliink  it  must  be  the  wish  of  the  House 
that  these  personal  recriminations  should 
cease,  [308]  617,518 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  have  already  slAted  that  if  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  (Colonel  Saun- 
derson) intends,  by  the  expression  he  made 
use  of,  to  impute  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cork  (Mr.  Parnell)  the  act  of  having  turned 
on  crime  at  his  pleasure,  1  do  not  consider 
that  would  be  a  Parliamentary  expression, 
and  I  think  it  should  bo  withdrawn,  [308]  625 

Questions — Notice — Mr.  J.  G.  Hubbard,  in  bis 
place,  proposed  to  give  Notice  that  on  a  sub- 
sequent day  he  would  ask  a  Question  of  the 
Homo  Secretary  respecting  an  article  in  The 
Daily  XewB  entitled  "The  Tithe  War  in 
Wales." — Mr.  Speaker  :  As  I  understand, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  now  giving 
Notice  of  a  Question.  According  to  the 
Rule  of  the  House  made  last  Session,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  must  give  Notice  of 
the  Question  to  the  Clerk  at  the  Table  in 
the  usual  way,  [308J  254, 566 

Supply— ;Mr.  Tuife  said,  ho  rose  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  administration  of  justice  in  Ire- 
land, and  to  the  fact  that  nuccessive  Lords 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  in  the  face  of  new  facts 
which  had  come  to  light  in  connection  with 
the  Harhavilla  prisoners,  had  neglected  their 
administrative  duties.  —  Mr.  Speaker:  I 
niuiit  call  the  attention  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber to  the  lact  that  I  have  already  [ruled, 
at  an  earlier  period  of  the  evening — [308] 
1755  — that  the  question  of  the  Barbavilla 
murder  has  no  reteience  whatever  to  the 
EMiuiales  now  before  the  llou-^e.  The 
Staritiit  <j  Onler  xlates  that  distinctly — that 
no  (^ue>tion  bhall  be  raised,  or  Motion  made, 
tliat  is  not  strictly  relevant  to  the  Estimates 
to  hi*  taken  in  Supply,  [308]  177-4 

Mr.  SpMker  :  In  my  opinion  the  Report  of 
Supply  is  part  of  the  same  transaction  as 
Committee  of  Supply,  and  is  therefore 
covered  by  the  Resolution  which  was  pasted 
by  the  Hoose  the  other  day,  [308]  1181 
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Supply — Relevancy — I  do  not  know  bow  the 
hon.  Member  (Mr.  Laboaobere)  proposes  to 
connect  his  remarks  with  the  Estimates. 
It  is  altogether  out  of  Order  to  enter  into 
details  on  the  Motion  that  the  Speaker  do 
leave  the  Chair ;  and,  further,  it  is  out  of 
Order  to  refer  to  Estimates  which  are  not 
now  before  the  House,  but  which  have  been 
already  disposed  of  in  the  previous  ScMion, 
[308] 1789,  1793 

On  Motion  for  I  eave  to  bring  in  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  (Appropriation)  Bill,  Mr.  Pickers- 
gill  said,  if  he  were  in  Order  he  would  move 
to  reduce  the  amount  voted  for  the  Medical 
Staff  of  the  Post  OflBce  by  the  sum  of  £100.— 
Mr.  Speaker  said,  it  would  not  be  in  Order 
to  put  the  Motion.  The  Question  before 
the  House  was  that  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  the  Bill.  The  hon.  Member  moved  to 
strike  out  an  item  ;  but  he  could  not  do 
that  on  the  introductioD  of  a  measure,  [309] 
942 

Supply — Committee — Mr.  Sexton  having  com- 
plained of  an  error  in  the  Votes  which  he 
sought  to  have  rectified — Mr.  Speaker  said  : 
I  have  no  cognizance  of  what  takes  place  in 
Committee  of  Supply.  I  am  only  cognizant  of 
those  matters  which  take  place  when  I  am 
in  the  Chair.  The  hon.  Member  had  better 
make  a  representation  to  the  Chairman  of 
Committees.  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  any 
mistake  has  been  committed  ic  will  at  once 
be  rectified,  [309]  28 
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Stack,  Mr.  J.,  Kwry^  N. 

Ireland  —  Law  and  Justice  —  Case  of  ^— - 
Croniu,  Convicted  of"  Moonlighting,"  [309] 
1252 

Stanhope,  Eight  Hen.  E.  (Secretaiy  of 
State  for  the  Colonies),  Lincoln%k%r$^ 
Horncastle 
Africa  (South) — Anneiation  of  Native  Terri- 
tory— The  Pondos  and  Xesibes,  [309]  18 
PondoUnd— The  Ponrios,  [308]  784 
Australasian  Colonies — Queensland — Divisum 

of  the  Colony,  [308]  790 
Australia,  Western — Discoveries  of  Gold,  [308] 
1 749  ;  —  (Queensland  —  Newly    Discovered 
Gold   Field,    [309]   972 ;  -  TrMtmmit   Of 
ofNatiTW,[3cb]1099 
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British  North    American  Pro? inoes  —  New. 
foundland — Distress  in  Labrador,  [309] 
975 
The   Confederation  —  NoTa  Sootia,   [308] 
1372 
Cyprus— The  Aunaal  Tribute,  [308]  541 
Defence  of  British  Possessions  and  Commerce 

Abroad,  [309]  977 
Emigration — Emigrants'  Information'  Bureau, 

[308]  546 
England  and  the  Colonies —  Imperial  Federa- 
tion—A  Joint  Committee,  [308]  1182 
Fiji — Decrease  of  Population  and  Trade,  [308] 

267 
Law  and  Justice^"  Bryce  v.  Rusden/'  [308] 

791 
Mauritius — Official  Dissensions,  [308]  561,  562, 
C63,  1189,  1190 
Thomas  Wilkinson,  [308]  367 
Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  866 
Post  Office— Telegraphic  Communication  with 

Australia,  [309]  175 
South  Pacific — Islands  of — Questions 

Deportation  of  French  Conyiots   to   New 

Caledonia,  [309]  1122 
New  Hebrides — Convention  with   France, 

1878,  [308]  1089 
Reported  Annexation  of  the  Ellioe  Islands, 
[308]  268 
Supply — Island  of  Cyprus,  [309]  915 
National  Portrait  Gallery,  [309]  837 
South  Africa  and  St.  Helena,  [309]  913 
West  India  Islands— Dominica,  [308J  657 

Jamaica  —  Alleged     Depredations    by    a 
Spanish  Mau-of-War,  [308]  276,  381 
West  Indian  Colonies— A  Royal  Commission, 

[308]  640 
West  Indian  Colonies  and  the  United  States — 
A  Commercial  Treaty,  [308]  1722 

Stanhope,  Hon.  P.  J.,  Wednesbury 

Magistracy   (England   and  Wales) — Working 

Men  Magistrates,  [309]  972 
Mines  (United   Kingdom) — Scale  of  Royalties 

or  Mine  Rents,  [309]  1265 
Mining   Rents   and    Royalties  —  General    or 

Special  Laws  Abroad,  [309]  1105 

Stanley  of  Alderley,  Lord 

India  (Bombay)— The  Sirdar  Prithi  Rao,  [308] 
771 

Stanley  of  Preston,  Lord  (President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade) 
Railway  Brakes,  [309]  954 

Stevenson,  Mr.  F.  S.,  Suffolk^  Eye 

Great  Britain  and  Spain — Treaty  of  Extradi- 
tion, [309] 1353 

Stratheden  and  Campbell,  Lord 

Bulgaria — Reported  Abdication  of  Prince  Alex« 
ander,  [308]  1711 

Stuart,  Mr.  J.,  Shoreditch,  Hoxton 

Army    Estimatos  —  Miscellaneous     EflTectivo 
Services,  [308J  1680,  1587,  1588 
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Burmah  —  Military  Expedition  —  The  Cort, 
[308]  547 

City  of  London  Parochial  CharltiM  Aet,  188S 
— Report  of  Commisaionen,  [309]  1096 

Ireland  (South-Weat  District)— Sir  Redvert 
Buller,  [308]  666 

Parliament— Basiness  of  the  HoaiOa  Rei.  [308] 
1211 

Parliament— Queen's  Speech,  Addresa  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  221,  323,  513  ;  Report,  Mo- 
tion for  Adjournment,   1166 

Supply — Universities,  Ac,  in  Scotland,  [300I 
866 

Submarine  Telegraph  Act  (1885)  Amend- 
ment Bill 

[Baron  Senry  De  Worm»,  Sir  Jamu  ^tryusmn) 

e.  Ordered  ;  read  l"*  •  Sept  9  [Bili  45] 

Read  2«>  •  Sept  10 

Committee ;  Keport ;  read  3*  Sept  13,  [309]  328 
/.  Read  1*  *  {Lord  Stanley  of  Pretton)  Sept  16 

(No.  20) 
Read  2*  *  ;   Committee  negatired ;    rend  3* 

Sept  20 
Royal  Aisent  Sept  25  [50  Vict.  0.  3] 

Sugar  JBounttes 

Abolition — An  International  Conyrtte,  Qnee- 
tion,  Mr.  Tomlinson ;  Answer,  The  Se- 
cretary to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron  Uenrf 
De  Worms)  Sept  2,  [308]  1063 

Exportation  of  Sugar —  Continuance  o/Bowum 
ties.  Question,  Colonel  Ilill ;  Anawer,  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  (Sir  James  Fergasaon)  Sept  31,  [309] 
1117 

Sullivan,   Bight  Hon.  T.  D.    (Lord 
Major  of  Dublin),  DuhKn,  CoU^e 
Oreen 
Ireland— Crime  and  Outrage — Riots  at  Bel&at 
—Constabulary  (Casualtiea),  [308]  889 
Law  and  Justice — Imprisonment  of  Father 
Fahy,  [309]  1323 
Parliament — (^iuM-n*>  S perch.  Addma  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  7:.'6.  1050  ;    Report,   1244, 
1245, 1248 

Sullivan,  Mr.  D.,  Westnuath,  S. 
Asia  (Central)— Medala  for  the  Zhob  Vnllaj 

Expedition,  1884,  [309]  586 
Ireland — Questions 

Law  and  Justice  — The  BaxlNiTilU  Pri* 

soners,  [309]  178 
Lunatic     Asylums  —  Criminal     Lnnntio 
Asylum,  Dnndrnm— AdTertiaemont  for  n 
Kitohenmaid,  [309]  775 
Statistics  of  Population — Cork  Co.  [308] 
633 
Supply— Chief  Secretary  Co  the  Lord  Lien* 
tenant  of  Ireland,  [309]  364 
Public  Worka  in  Ireland,  Amendt.  ([309] 
574 

Summers,  Mr.  W.,  HuiierefiM 
Parliament— Queen's  Speeob,  Addmi  in  An* 
swer  to,  [308]  836 


SUP       SUP 


(SESSION     2,    1886} 

308^309. 


SUP       SUP 


SUPPLY 

Customs  Estimates — Surveyor  of  the  Port  of 
London,  Questions,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor ; 
Answers,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
(Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  Sept  9,  [308] 
1737 

Order  of  taking  the  Estimates,  Question,  Mr. 
Lewis  ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer (Lord  Randolph  Churchill)  Sept  11, 
[309]  346 

Post  Office  Estimates — Clerks  in  the  Satnngs 
Bank  Depart  me  nt,Q,ue6i'ionf  Mr.  Pickersgill; 
Answer,  The  Postmaster  General  (Mr. 
Kaikes)  Sept  10,  [309]  24 


Supply 

Moved,  "That  this  House  will,  upon  Monday 
next,  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  to  con- 
sider of  the  Supply  to  be  granted  to  Her 
Majesty  "  ( The  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
3fr.  \V.  H.  Smith)  Sept  3,  [308]  1302; 
Motion  agreed  to  [Estimates  referred] 


SUPPLY 

308]  Considered  in  Committee  Sept  6,   1328 — 
Armt  Estiuatbs,  Votes  2  to  9  and  11 

Resolutions  reported,  and,  after  short  debate, 
.      agreed  to  Sept  7,  1002 

.Considered  in  Committee  Sept  7,  1481 — Armt 
Estimates,  Votes  12  to  25 

.  Resolutions  reported  Sept  8,  1709 

First  Resolution  postponed  ;  Subsequen  t  Re- 
solutions agreed  to 
Postponed   Resolution  considered,  and,  after 
debate,  agreed  to  Sept  9,  1855 

.  Considered  in  Committee  Sept  8,  1643— Natt 
EsiiMAixs,  Votes  7  to  10  and  13 

Resolutions  reported  Sept  9 

.Considered  in  Committee  Sept  9,  1793— CnriL 
Service  Estimates  —  Class  I.  —  Public 
Works  and  Builoinos,  Votes  21  and  22  ; 
Class  II. — Salaries  and  Expinsbs  of  Civil 
Departments,  Votes  1  to  12  ;  Navi  Esti- 
mates, Votes  12,  13,  14 

309]  Resolutions  reported  Sept  10,  153 

Res.  1  to  15,  inclusive,  agreed  to 

Res.  16  read  2°;  Moved,  "That  this  House 
doth  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  said 

[eont. 


Resolution"  (Mr,  Jaekson);  after  ihort 
debate,  Queition  pat ;  A.  129,  N.  50  ;  M. 
79  (D.  L.  22) 

309]  Considered  in  Committee  Sept  10,  29 — Citil 

SxBviOB  Ebtihatxs — Class  II.  — Salarixs 

AND  ExPXNsxi  or  Citil  Dxpabtmbntb,  Votei 

13  to  25 

Resolutions  reported,  and,  after  short  debate, 

.     agreed  to  Sept  13,325 

.  Considered  in  Committee  Sept  13,  188 — Citil 
Serticb    Estimates — Class  li.  —  Salabibs 

AND  EXPBNSXS  OF  CiTIL  DsPABTMBMTS,    VoteS 

25  to  35,  37,  40,  42;  Class  III.— Law  and 
JusTiox,  Vote  21 

Resolutions  reported  Sept  14 

.  Considered  in  Committee  Sept  14,  348 — Citil 
Sxrticx  Estimatxs  —  Class  II.  —  Salabikb 
AND  Expxnsbs  or  Citil  Dxpabtmbnts,  Vote 
30 

Resolution  reported  Sept  15 

.  Considered  in  Committee  Sept  15,  496 — Citil 
SxBvicx  EsTUfATxs  —  Class  II. — Salabibs 

AND  EZPXNSXS  OP  CiTIL  DXPABTMXNT8|  Votet 

38  A  39 

Resolutions  reported,  and,  after  short  debate, 
.     agreed  to  Sept  16,  763 

.  Considered  in  Committee  Sept  16,  604 — Citil 
SxBTiCK  Estimates — Class  II.— Salabibs 
AND  Expxnsxs  op  Citil  Dxpartmxnts,  Vote 
41  ;  Class  III. — Law  and  Justice,  Votes 21, 
22,  25  to  29,  and  31  ;  Class  IV.— .Educa- 
tion, Scibncx,  and  Abt,  Votes  1  to  3,  6  to  9 
Resolutions  reported,  and,  after  short  debate, 

.      agreed  to  Sept  17,  925 

.  Considered  in  Committee  Sept  17,  789— Citil 

SXBTICX    ESTIMATBS — ClASS    III. — LaW  AND 

JcsTiox,  Vote  30 ;  Class  IV. — Education, 
SoixNCB,  AND  Abt,  Votos  4  and  5, 10  to  18  ; 
Class  V. — Forxion  and  Colonial  Sxbtioks, 
Votes  1  to  8;  Class  VI. — Non-Eppxctitb 
AND  Chabitablb  Sxbticbs,  Votes  .1  to  9  ; 
Class  VII. — Misoxllanxous,  Votes'l.and  2  ; 
Retbnub  Dbpabtmxnts,  Votes  I.  to  V. ; 
Class  III.— Law  and  Justicx,  Vote  7,  and 
Vote  for  Crofters*  Commission ;  Clasb  IV. — 
Education,  Scixncx,  and  Abt,  Vote  18  ; 
Class  VII. — Miscxllahkous,  Vote  2 

Resolutions  reported,  and,  after  debate,  agreed 
.     to  Sept  18,  929 


SUP       SUP 


(GENEBAL    INDEX) 
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SUMMABY  (Session  1.) 


SUP       SUP 


AppBOPRXATioir  Of  Gbaktb.     £       t,    d, 
1885-86. 

Defloienoies,  1884-85     

Navy  Deflcienoy,  1884-85 
Ciyil  Services  and  Revenue  De- 
partments  (Supplementary), 

loOd'OO  •••  ■«•  ••• 

Navy  (Supplementary),  1885-86 
Army  (Supplementary),  1885-86 


595  12 
38,119  10 


236,272    0 

308,400     0 

100     0 


583,487     2     1 
1886-87 

Natt  Servicbs 9,056,700    0    0 

Abmt  Sirvios8.«.        12,739,300    0    0 

Civil  Services — viz. : 

I.  Public  Works  and      £ 
Buildings  ...  1,807,343 

II.  Salaries,  die.  Civil 
Departments     ...  1,438,600 

III.  Law  and  Justice  5,480,163 

IV.  Education,  Sci- 
ence, and  Art    ...  3,384,200 

Y.  foreign  and  Colo- 
nial Services     ...      433,400 
VI.  Non  -  Eflfective, 

&o.  Services      ...      613,264 
Vil.  Miscellaneous        24,000 

13,180,970    0    0 

RiTivui  DxPABTifXNTS,  &0.  ...  4,730,000    0    0 


Total  ...      £40,290,467    2     1 


Wati  avd  Mbavi. 

GbAHTS  out  op  TBI    COBIOLIDATBD    F0BD. 

For  the  serriee-  of  the  yean         £  t.   d, 

ending  31  st    March    1883 
and  1886  ;  viz. 

Under  Act  49  Vic.  cap.  4     ... 

For   the    service  of  the  year 
ending  31st  March  1887  :— 

Under  Act  49  Vic.  cap.  7    ...  12,713,318    0    0 

Under  this  Act  26,903,653    0    f 


533,437    S    1 


Total  ..£40,390,457    9    1 


SUMMAET  (Sessiow  2.) 

£        i,    d. 


Appbopbiation  of   Gbants. 

1886-7. 

(to  complete) 
Navt  Services. 3,936,400    0    0 

Arut  Services 5,493,900    0    0 

Civil  Services — viz. : 

I.  Public  Works  and        £ 
Buildings  ...       26,931 

II.  Salaries,  dto.  Civil 
Departments      ...   1,038,358 

III.  Law   and  Justice     837,244 

IV.  Education,      Sci. 

encc,  and  Art     ...  2,063,782 

V.  Foreign  and  Colo- 
nial Services       ...     211,464 

VI.  Non-Eflfective,  Ac. 
Services 027,000 

VII.  Miscellaneous   ...       30.919 

Total   Civil  Services  J 4,835,986    0    0 

(to  complete)         ...  j 
Revenue  Dkpartmests,  J 5.823,601     0    0 


die.  (to  complete) 


Total  ...     £20,089,689     0     0 


Wati  avd  lisAjra. 

Gbaht  out  op  irb  Covmhjdatbd  Finn. 

For  the  service  of  the  year         £  #.  dL 

ending  31st  Bfaroh  1887     20,089,689  0    0 


Total— £I0,089,689    f    • 


SUP       SUP 
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NAVY  ESTIMATES,   1886-87. 


Supply^oni. 

CoMMiTTBK  Mar  15— Rbport  Mar  16 

I. — Numbers. 

Moved.  "That  61,400  Men  and  Boys    Nnmben 
be  employed  for  the  Sea  and  Coast- 
guard  Service  for  the  year  ending 
the   3l8t   day  of  March,    1887,  in- 
cluding 12,000  Royal  Marines" 
Afior  debate,  Vote  agreed  to 

[303]  905        61,000 


II. — Effectivi  Services 
Committee  Mar  13  — 
Report  Mar  19 

( I .)  Wages  Ac.  of  Seamen 
and  Marines    ... 

Departmental  Statement 
of  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  on  moving  the 
first  Vote  £2,902,900, 
Wages,  Ac.  to  Seamen 
and  Marines 

After  long  debate,  Vote 
agreed  to       [303 1  1184 

(2.)  Victuals  and  Cloth- 
ing for  Seamen  and  Ma- 
rines     •«•  •••  «(« 

After  short  debate,  Vote 
agreed  [303] 1283 


Amount 

Voted. 
£ 


Total  of 

Estimate. 
£ 


2,902,900     2,902,900 


Amoant  Toted 
to  eomplete. 


964,400       904,400 


Committee  June  10 — 

Report  June  1 1 
(3.)  Admiralty  Office  ...       203,400       203,400 


Committee  Maj/  24  — 
Report  ^Ifay  25 

(4.)  Coast  Guard  Service, 
Royal  Naval  Reserves, 

tKC*  •••  •••  ••• 

(5.)  Scientific  Branch  ... 

After  short  debate.  Vote 

agreed  to      [305]  1971 


207,600 
113,200 


207,600 
113,200 


Committee  June  10 — 
IIkport  June  11 

(6.)  Dockyards  and  Naval 
Y:ir<ls  at  Home  and 
Abroad 

Moved, "  That  a  sum,  not 
exceeding  £1,729,500, 
be  granted,  Ac." 

Moved,  •♦  That  the  Item 
A  Salaries  and  Allow- 
ances (Salaries  of  Civil 
Assistants,,  be  omitted  " 
{Sir  John  Gonl)  ;  after 
debate,  Mjtion  with- 
drawn [306]  1322 

Moved,"  That  a  sum,  not 
excecdinj;  £1,020,500, 
Ac."  {Lord  Charles  Be- 
resford)  ;  after  short 
debate,  Motion  with- 
drawn, 1379 


1,729,600    1,729,600 


VOL.  CCCIX.     [thiad  sxam.! 


I  A 


{ean$i 


8XJP       SUP 


MoTod,  ''That  a sam,  not 
exceeding  £1,719,500, 
&o."  {Mir.  Shaw  Le- 
fevre),  1397  ;  after  de- 
bate, Question  put ;  A. 
86,  N.  160;  M.  74; 
after  further  short  de- 
bate. Vote  agreed  to, 
1421 

(7.)  Victualling  Yards  at 
Home  and  Abroad 


(8.)  Medical  EsUblish- 
ments  at  Home  and 
Abroad  •••        ... 

(9.)  Marine  Divisions  ..• 
(10.)  Naval    Stores    for 
Building  and  Repairing 
the    Fleet,    Ao.,    Ma- 
chinery and  Ships  built 
by  Contract : 
Section  I.  Naval  Stores 
(loa)     Section    II.    Ma- 
chinery and  Ships  built 
by  Contract,  ibc. 

Committee  June  10 — 
RiPOBT  June  1 1 

(11.)  New  Works,  Build- 
ings, Yard   Machinery, 

and  Repairs 

After  short  debate,  Vote 
agreed  to      [306]  1423 

(la.)  Medicines  and  Me- 
dical Stores,  d^}. 


(13.)  Martial  Law,  Ac.  ... 


(14.)  Miscellaneous    Ser- 
vices    *.•        ..a        •«. 


Total  for   the  Effective 
Services  

III. — NON-KFFKCTIVS 
SSBVICES. 

Committee  May  24 — 

Repobt  May  25 

(15.)  Half  Pay,  Reserved 
Half  Pay,  and  Retired 
Pay  to  Officers  of  the 
Navy  and  Marines 

Committee  June  10 — 
Report  June  1 1 

(16.)  Military  and  Civil 
Pensions  and  Allow- 
ances: 


(GENEBAL    INDEX}        SUP 
308—309. 


Amount    Total  of  1 
Voted.    Estimate. 


1,000         70,700 


1,000 
1,000 


67,000 
21,700 


1,000     1,206,000 
1,000    2,371|800 


623,700       623,700 


1,000         62,600 


1,000 


9,400 


1,000       135,700 


£10,689,100 


812,900       812,900 


[tfMlf. 


Suppty^-wiA. 


BUP 


▲mont  voM 
toOompltMi 


Committee  Sept  8— Ripoit  Sept  9  X 

(7.)  Moved,  '*That  a  iiim,  not  es- 
oeeding  £69,700,  be  granted,  4o."  69,790 

After  short  debate.  Moved,  *'  That  a 
sum,  not  exceeding  £69,100,  be 
granted,  ^."  [Dr,  farmer)  ;  oEaei- 
tion  put;  A.  63,  N.  140;  M.  87; 
original  Question  put,  and  agreed  to 

[308I  1643 

(8.)  After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed 
to  [308]  1667         66.060 

(90  ....         90,700 


(10.)  After  abort  debate,  Vote  agreed    1,905,000 
to  [308]  1675 

(10a)  After  short  debate,  Voto  agreed    9,370,100 
to  [308]  1686 


COMMITTBI  Sept  9 — RlPOBTiSlSfrf  10 

(la.)  After  ihorl  debate,  Vote  agreed 
to  [308]  1846 

CoMMiTTBs  Sept  8*-BiF0BT  Sept  9 
(13-)  .  .  .  . 

Committee  Sept  8 

(14.)  Moved,  "That  a  ram,  oot  ex* 

ceeding    £134,700,    be     granted, 

Ac.:*'  after  short  debate,   Cmmi. 

B.P.  [308]  1705 

Comm,  Sept  9;  after  short  debata. 

Veto  agreed  to  [308]  1847 

Res.  reported  Sept  10 


61,600 


6^400 


184,706 


SUP        SX3P 


Section  I.  Military 
Pensions  and  Allow, 
ances  ■•«         ••« 

Section  IT.  Civil  Pen- 
sions and  Allowances 

Total  for  the  Naral 
Service 

IV, — EXTEI    EtTIMATI 
70R    SkRTICBS   not 

Naval  : 
(17.)  Freight,  Ac.  for  the 
Army    (Conveyance   of 
Troops)  


(SESSION    2, 

30*— 309. 


18  8  6)  SUP       SUP 


Amoont 
Voted. 

£ 
905,800 


Total  of 
Estimate. 

£ 
905,800 


333,300   333,300 


12,741,100 


252,000  252,000 

Total  ...  £9,056,700  £12,993,100 


Amomit  Totad 
to  Complete. 


ToUl  ...  £8,936,400 


Total  Estimate  for  Natt  Sbbticbs 

Amount  Toted  (Session  1)         •••  ••• 

Ditto       to  complete  (Session  2)    ... 


£12,993,100 

9,056,700 
3,936,400 

£12,993,100 


AEMT  ESTIMATES,  1886-7. 


CoMifiTTKi  Mar  22— Report  Mar  23 

I. —  Numbers. 

(a.)  Total   number  of   Men   on  the 

llome  and  Colonial  Establishments 

of  tlio  Army,  exclusive  of  those 

serving  in  India 

Departmental  Statement  of  the  Se- 
cretary  of  State  for  War  {Mr. 
Campbell' Bannerman)  in  moving 
the  Army  Estimates 

Moved,  **  That  a  number  of  Land 
Forces,  not  exceeding  151,867.  all 
ranks,  be  maintained  for  the  Ser- 
vice of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  at 
Homo  and  Abroad,  excluding 
II.M.'s  Indian  Possessions,  during 
tho  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March  18SG  " 

Alter  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to 

[303]  1588 
II. — ErrECTiva  Services. 


Numbfrti 


151,867 


(i.)  Pay  of  tho  General 
Staff,  Regimental  Pay 
and  Allowances,  and 
other  Charges 

(a.)  Divine  Service 
(3.)  A«iminiatration       of 
Military  Law  ... 


Amount 
Voted. 


£ 
4,457,300 

30,000 
20,000 


Total  of 
Estimate. 


£ 
4,457,300 

60,800 
37,600 


(4.)  Medical     Establish- 
ments and  Services  ... 


5.)  Militia  Pay  and  Al- 
lowances    ...  .M 


160,000         333,000 


270,000 


555,000 


Amount  voted 
to  Complete. 


CoMMiTTiB  Sept  6  — Rbpobt  Sept  7 

(s.)  .... 

(3.)  MoTed,  "That  a  sum,  not  ex- 

oeeding  £1 7,000,  be  granted,  d(c. ;" 

after  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to 

[308]  1328 

(4 )  Moved,  '*  That  a  sam,  not  ex* 
ceeding  £173,000,  be  granted, 
&o. ;  "  after  debate,  Vote  agreed 
to  I308]  1328 

(5.)  After  debate,  Vot«  agreed  to 

[506]  1847 

8  E  3 


£ 

30,800 

17,000 


173,000 


285,000 
U 


SUP       SUP 


(6.)  Yeomanry    CAvnlrj 
Pay  and  Allowances 


(OENEBAL    INDEX } 

30  8—309. 


SDP       SUP 


••• 


Amount 
Voted. 

£ 
40,000 


(7.)  Volunteer  Corps  Pay 
and  Allowances 


(8.)  Army  Reserve  Force 
Fay  and  AIIowanccB 
(including  Enrolled 
Pensioners) 

(9.)  CommissariatyTrans- 
port,  and  Ordnance 
Store  Establishments, 
Wages,    die.  ... 


ComiiTTBB  May  24 — 
RiPORT  May  25 

(10.)  Provisions,  Forage, 
Fuel,  Transport,  and 
other  Serrioes  ...    3,282,000 


CoififiTTBB  Mar  25 — 

II.)  Clothing  Establish. 

ments,  Services,    and 

Supplies    ... 

After      long      debate, 

Comm.  E.P.  [303]  1809 


(12.)  Supply,  Manufac- 
ture, and  Repair  of 
Warlike  and  other 
Stores       .-  ...  1,200,000 


(13.)  Superintending  Es- 
tablishment of,  and  Ex- 
penditure for.  Works, 
Buildings,  and  Repairs, 
at  Home  and  Abroad... 

(14.)  Establishments  for 
Military  Education  ... 

(15.)  Miscellaneous  Eflfec- 
tive  Services 

(16.)  Salaries  and  Miscel- 
laneous Charges  of  the 
War  Office 


460,000 
60,000 
20,000 


Total  of 
Estimate. 
£ 
76,000 


320,000        624,500 


200,000         423,000 


260,000        520,200 


3,282,000 


440,000         866,500 


2,569,000 


925,800 

133,600 

37,100 


120,000        255,500 


Total  EffectWe  Serrioes   £15,156,900 


Supply-'^Wii, 


(6.)  MoTed,  ''That  %wam^  not  ex* 
eeeding  £36,000,  be  granted,  4o. ; " 
after  short  debate,  Qaestion  pet ; 
A.  155,  N.  64;  M.  91 ;  Vote  agreed 
to  [3o8]187S 

(7.)  MoTed,  "That  a  Bimi,  not  ex- 
ceeding £304,500,  be  granted,  Jm." 

After  debate,  MoTod,  "  That  a  iiiin, 
not  ezoeeding  £388,500,  Ae."  {Mr. 
John  O'Connor) ;  Qoeation  pat ;  A. 
65,  N.  150  ;  M.  95  ;  Vote  agreed  to 

[308]  1»74 


(8.)  After  debate.  Vote  agreed  to 

[308]  1394 

(9.)  Moved,  <*  That  a  nun,  not  ex- 
ceeding £260,200,  be  granted,  Jm.** 

After  debate,  Moved,  '*  That  a  Bom. 
not  exceeding  £355,700,  Ac."  (I>r. 
Tanner) ;  Motion  withdrawn  ;  Vote 
agreed  to  [308]  1410 


Amooat  voM 
to  Complele. 


£ 
SQ,8M 


80MM 


89S.000 


26«,M9 


(ii.)  Moved,  "That  a  mm,  not  ex- 
ceeding £426,500,  be  granted, 
Ac." 

Moved,  "That  a  sam,  not  exeeed- 
ing  £396,500.  Ac"  {Mr.  John 
0*  Connor) ;  after  debate,  Qneation 
put :  A.  51,  N.  153  ;  M.  101 ;  Vote 
agreed  to  [308]  14i8 

CoMMiTTii  Sept  7 — Ripon  Sept  9 
(12.)  Moved,  "That  a  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding £1,369,000,  be  granted^ 
Ac." 
After  debate,  Moved, "  That  a  ran, 
not  exceeding  £1.319,000,  Ae.  ** 
{Colonel  Hughee-HalleU);  Motion 
withdrawn ;  Vote  agreed  to 

[3o8]l«81 


GoMMimi  Sept  7^RiPonT  Sepi  8 

(13.)  After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed 
to  [308]  1577 

(14.)  After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed 
to  [308]  158S 

(15.)  After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed 
to  [308]  1686 

(16.)  After  ihort  debate.  Vote  agreed 
to  [308]  1691 


499,609 


466  JN9 

7MM 
17,199 


G 


SUP         SUP 


Supply — cont. 

III. — Non-Effkctive 
Services. 

(17.)  Rewards  for  Distin- 
guished Services,  «fco. 

(18.)  Ilalf.Pay 

( 19.)  Retired  Pay,  Gratui- 
ties, and  Payments  al- 
lowed by  Army  Pur- 
chase   Commissioners 

(20.)  Widows'  Pensions 
and  Compassionate  Al- 
lowances   ...  ••• 

(31.)  Pensions  for  Wounds 

(22.)  Chelsea  and  Kil- 
mainham  Hospitals 
(In- Pensions) 

(23.)  Out-PensioDS 

(24.)  Superannuation, 
Compensation,  and 
Compassionate  Allow- 
ances ...  ... 

(25.)  Retired  Allowances 
to  Officers  of  the  Mi- 
litia,  Yeomanry,  and 
Volunteer  Forces 


(SESSION     2,     1886) 
308—309. 


SUP        SUP 


Amount    Total  of 
Voted.    Estimate. 


£ 
10,000 
40,000 


£ 
19,400 
70,700 


600,000      1,187,400 


70,000 
10,000 


20,000 
630,000 


129,700 
16,900 

32,200 
1,372,100 


Suppty-'Cont, 


Amount  Toted 
to  Complete. 


90,000        188,000 


30,000 


50,900 


ToUl  ...  £12,739,300  £18,233,200 


(17.)  .  .  .  . 

(18.)  .  .  .  . 

(19.)  Moved,  "That  a  som,  not  ex- 
ceeding £687,400,  be  granted,  dso.;" 
after  short  debate,  Question  put, 
and  agreed  to  [308]  1595 


(20.)  .... 

(31.)  .... 

(23.)  After  short  dehate,  Vote  agreed 

to  [308]  1599 

(33.)  After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed 

to  [308]  1000 


(H.) 


(»s.) 


£ 

9.400 

39,700 


687,400 


59.700 
6,900 


12,200 
742,100 

98,000 

20,900 


ToUl  ...  £5,493,900 


Total  Estimate  for  Army  Sbrticis 

Amount  voted  (Session  1)  ... 

Ditto     to  complete  (Session  2) 


£18,238,200 

12,739.300 
5,493,900 

£18,233,200 


Amount  TOted 
to  Complete. 
£ 


ESTIMATES,   &c.   CIVIL  SEEVICE   AND  EEVENUE  DEPARTMENTS, 

1886-87. 
Class  I. — Public  Works  and  Boildinos. 

Great  1'ritaix  : 
Committee  Mar  4 — r.p. 
Committee  Afar  11 —        Amount      Total  of 
Uehokt  Afar  12  Totcd.      Estimate. 

(I.)   Royal  I'alaces  £  £ 

Moved,  "  That  a  sum.  not 
exceeding  £31,91)7,  be 
granted,  «tc.'* 
Moved,  "  That  a  sum, 
not  exceedinp£23,723, 
iiic."{}fr.  Lahouchcrf)', 
after  debate.  Question 
put  ;  A.  12o,  N.  210  ; 
M.  115;  after  Jurther 

debate,  Vote  agreed  to  31,997  31,997 

[30.^]  479 
(2.)  Marlborough  ilouso  1,626  1,625 

(3.)  Royal    Parks    and 

Pleasure  Gardens 
Moved,  "That  a  sum,  not 

exceeding£l  12,619,  be 

granted,  <fcc." 
Moved,  *♦  That  a  sum, 

notexcceding  £62,216, 

Ac."  [Mr.  Lahouchfre)\ 

after  debate,  (Question 

put;  A.  131,  N.  114; 

M.17  [303]  *03 


[cohL 


[ewU. 


SUP       SUP 


Supply^coni, 

CoiouTTBB  Afar  18— 
RspoBT  Mar  19 

Moved,  **  That,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  sum  of 
£62,216  already  grant- 
ed, the  sum  of  £50,403 
be  granted,  making  to- 
gether £112,619  " 

Moved,  <*That  the  re- 
duced sum  of  £48,263 
he  granted,  making  to- 
gether £11 0,469  "(ifr. 
Labouchere)  ;  after 
short  debate,  Question 
put;  A.  65,  N.  141  ; 
M.  76 ;  Vote  agreed 
to  [303]  1308 

CoMMiTTis  Mar  1 1 — 

Rbpobt  Mar  12 

(4.)  Houses  of  Parliament 

Aflor  short  debate.  Vote 

agreed  to      [303]  509 

(5.)  Gordon  Monument 

(6.)  Public  Buildings 
After  short  debate,  Vote 
agreed  to      [303]  529 

(7.)  New  Admiralty  and 

War  Office 
(8.)  Furniture  of  Public 
Offices       •••  ... 

(9.)  KcTcnuo       Depart- 
ment Buildings 
(10.)  County  Court  Build- 
ings •••  ••• 

(II.)  Metropolitan  Police 

Courts 

(12.)  Sheriff Coortllouses, 

Scotland    •••  ... 

(13.)  Surveys  of  the  United 

Kingdom 

After  short  debate.  Vote 

agreed  to      [3^3]  ^^^ 
(14.)  Science  and  Art  De- 
partment Buildings 
(15.)  British        Museum 
Buildings 
After  short  debate.  Vote 
agreed  to       [303]  546 
( 1 6.)  Harbours,  dsc.  under 
Board  of  Trade 
After  short  debate.  Vote 
agreed  to       [303]  547 

(17.)  Now  Harbour  at 
Dover 
Moved,  "  That  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  £1,000, 
bo  granted,  dsc.  ;  '* 
after  debate,  Comm, — 

E.P. 

Comm.  May  8 — Moved, 
"  That  a  sum,  not  ex- 
exceeding  £800,  be 
granted,  ibc." ;  Amendt. 
(Mr.  Bradlaugh ) ;  after 
debate,  Amendt.  and 
Vote  withdrawn 

[305]  153 


(GENEBAL   INDEX) 
308—309. 


SUP       SUP 


Amount     Total  of 
Voted.      Estimate. 


£  £ 

112,619       112,619 


47,865         47,865 
500  500 


192,221        192,221 


— 

25,000 

19,060 

19,060 

227,464 

227,464 

29,150 

29,150 

6,870 

6,870 

9,630 

9,630 

258,000 

258,000 

19,742 

19,742 

11,477         11,477 


17,698         17,598 


200 


1,000 


Supply-^onL 


AmoontvoM 
toQomptele. 


[cent. 


b 


SUP       SUP 


Committee  3/ay  3— 
Report  May  5 

(i8.)  Peterhead  Harbour 

(19.)  Rates  on  Government 
Property  (Great  Bri- 
tain and  Iceland)        ... 

(20.)  Metropolitan  Fire 
Brigade 

(21.)  Disturnpiked  and 
Main  Roads  (England 
and  Wales) 

(22.)  Disturnpiked  Roads 
(Scotland)    ... 

Ireland  : 

(23.)  Public  Buildings 
After  short  debate.  Vote 
agreed  to       [305]  174 
(24.)     Royal     University 

Buildings     ... 
(25.)  Science     and     Art 
Buildings  (Dublin)     ... 

Abroad : 

(26.)  Lighthouses  Abroad 
(27.)  Diplomatic  and  Con- 
sular Buildings 
After  short  debate,  Vote 
agreed  to         [305]  174 


{  SESSION    2,    1886) 
308—509. 


SUP       SUP 


Amount  Total  of 

Voted.  Estimate. 

£  £ 

30,120  30,120 

221.485  221,485 

10,000  10,000 

242,000  242,000 

35,000  35,000 


Supply^^oni, 


Amount  Totod 
to  Complete. 


212,335 

212,835 

8,000 

17,931 

8,000 

25,000 

13,208         13,208 


41.677  41,677 


Total 


£1,807.343  £1,860,074 


GoMiUTTiB  Sept  9— Rbpobt  Sept  10 
(H-)  .... 

(as-)  .... 


9,931 
17,000 


ToUl  ...  £26.931 


Total  Estimate  for  Citil  Sbbtices,  Claia  I. 


£1 ,860,074 


Amount  Voted  (Session  1) 1 ,807,343 

Ditto      to  complete  (Session  3)  26,931 

Not  Voted— 

Vote  7— New  Admiralty  and  War  Office  25,000 

Vote  17 — Dorer  Harbour            800 


£1,860,074 


Class  II.— Salakies  and  Expenses  of  Civil  Dbpabtmbnts. 


England  : 


(i.)    House     of     Lords 
Offices  ... 


(2.)  House  of  Commons 
Offices  «..         ... 

(3.)  Treasury,   including 
Parliamentary  Counsel 


Amount  Total  of 

Voted  Estimate. 

£  £ 

28,000  43,978 


30,000    52,493 
36,000    58,718 


[eont. 


Amount  voted 
to  Complete. 


CoMifiTTii  Sept  9— Rbpobt  Sept  10 

(i.)  Mored,  "That  a  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding £15,978,  be  granted,  Ae" 

Moved,  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£14,278.  Ac."  {Mr.  Labouchtre); 
after  debate,  Question  put ;  A.  98, 
N.  173 ;  M.  75  ;  after  short  debate. 
Vote  agreed  to  [308]  1793 

(3.)  After  debate,  Vote  agreed    to 

[308J  1818 

(3.)  Moved,  **  That  a  sum,  not  ex- 
oeeding  £23,506  (including  £788, 
Supplementary),  be  granted,  Ae'* 

Moved,  "  That  a  sum,  not  ezoeedlog 
£20,506  (inoludiog  £788,  Supple- 
mentary), Ac."  (Mr.  Labouehere) ; 
Question  put ;  A.  66,  N.  181  ;  M. 
115 ;  Vote  agreed  to      [308]  1824 


15,978 


23,493 
93,508 


leont. 


SUP       SUP 


(4.)  Home  Office  and 
Subordinate  Depart- 
ments.••        •••        ••• 

(5.)  Foreign  Office 


(OENEBAL    INDEX) 
308—309- 

Amount    Total  of  ]  Supply^eont, 
Voted.    Estimate. 


SUP        SUP 


55,000 
40,000 


•  •• 


(6.)  Colonial  Office 

(7.)  Privy  Council  Office 
and  Subordinate  De- 
partments 

(8.)  Board  of  Trade  and 
Subordinate  Depart- 
ments •••         •.• 

(9.)  Bankruptcy  Depart- 
ment of  the  Board  of 
xraoe.**         •••         ».• 
(10.)  Charity  Commission 
(including      Endowed 
Schools  Department) 
(11.)  Civil  Service   Com- 
mission ••!  ••• 
(13.)  Exchequer  and  Audit 
Department  ... 


100 


... 


(13.)  Friendly  Societies 
Registry        •••         ..• 

(14.)  Land  Commission 
for  England 

(15.)  Local  Government 
Board  ...         ••• 


(17.)  Mint         (including 

Coinage)        

(18.)  National  Debt  Office 


40,000 
9,000 


(19.)  Patent  Office 


(20.)  Paymaster  GcneraPs 

Office 15.000 

(21.)  Public  Works  Loan 

Commission 5,600 


95,632 
71,671 


24,000  41,016 


24,000  46,816 


60,000         106,817 


242 


Amomit  Totf4 
to  Complete. 

£ 


23,500 

38,465 

19,000 

33,554 

33,000 

53,955 

4,500 

8,207 

12,000 

22,111 

270,000 

445,956 

(16.)  Lunacy  Commission  9,000         15,239 


69.081 
14,796 


28,000  53,303 


26,190 
9,614 

[conL 


(4.)  After  short  debate,  Vote  tgreed 
to  [308]  1830 

(5.)  Moved,  **  That  a  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding £31 ,671 ,  be  granted,  Ac. : " 
after  short  debate,  Mored  to  repotrt 
Progress  {Dr,  Tanner);  Motion 
negatived  ;  Vote  agreed  to 

[308]  1838 

(6.)  .  .  •  • 


(7-) 


(o.}  •  •  *  • 

(9.)  After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed 
to  [308]  1840 


(10.)  .... 

(II.)  After  short  debate,  Vote  afreed 

to  FSoS]  1843 

(12.)  After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed 

to  [308]  1845 

CoiniiTTxi  Sept  10— Report  Sept  13 

(13.)  .  .  . 

(14.)  After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed 
to  [309]  29 

(15.)  Moved.  **That  a  sum,  nob  ex- 
ceeding £175,956,  be  granted,  Ac." 
Moved,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£159,456.  &o:*  {Afr.  A.  (/Connor); 
after  debate,  (^estion  pat»  and 
negatived 

Original  Question  again  propoaed ; 
Moved, ''That  a  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing £175,656,  Ac."  {Mr.  Dillon)  ; 
after  debate.  Question  put,  and 
agreed  to  [3^]  ^^ 

(16.)  Moved.  **  That  a  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding £6.239,  be  granted,  Ac." 
Moved.  *'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£239,  Ac."  {Mr.  Molloy);  after  de- 
bate, Question  put ;  A.  67,  N.  123; 
M.  56 ;  Vote  agreed  to      [309]  86 

(i  7.)  After  debate.  Vote  agreed  to 

[309]  108 

(18.)  Moved, ''That  a  aom,  not  ex- 
ceeding £o,796,  be  granted,  Ao." 
Moved,  <*  That  a  sum,  notcxeeeding 
£5,206,  Ac."  {Sir  O.  Campbell) ; 
ntter  debate,  Question  put;  A.  73, 
N.  139  ;  M.  60  ;  Vote  agreed  to 

[309]  113 

(19.)  Moved.  **That  a  sum.  not  ex- 
ceeding £25,303,  be  granted,  Ac." 
After  debate.  Moved,  "  That  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  £24,903,  Ae."  (Jfr. 
A.  Blane) ;  Queetion  pnt,and  nega* 
tived ;  Vote  agreed  to      [309]  180 


(20.)  .... 

(21.)  Moved,  "That  a  Bum,  not  ex- 
ceeding £4,014,  be  granted,  Ae. ;  ** 
after  short  debate,  Vote  agreed  to 

[509]  in 


40.638 
31,671 


17.016 

88,816 

40^17 

148 

14,965 
14,554 
80,955 


8,707 

10,111 

175,656 


6,839 


39,081 
6,796 


85,803 


n,iN 

[ML 


SUP       SUP 


Supply — cont. 


(22.)  Record  Office 
(23.)  Ilogistrar   General's 

Office 
(24.)  Stationery        Office 

and  Printing  ... 


(25.)  Woods,  Forests,  Ac, 
Office  of        ...         ... 


(26.)  Works  and  Public 
Buildings,  Office  of  ... 

(27.)  Mercantile  Marine 
Fund,  Grant  in  Aid  ... 

(28.)  Secret  Service 


ScotlajcaJ  : 

(29.}   Secretary  for  Scot- 
lAnUi*.  ..«  ... 

(30.)  Exchequer  and  other 
Offices 


(3r.)  Fishery  Hoard 


(SESSION    2,     1886) 
308—309. 

Siip/)/y— cont. 


SUP       SUP 


Amount 
Voted. 

£ 
13,000 

27,000 

320,000 


28,000 

30,000 
20,000 


6,5D0 
3,700 


14,000 


(32.)  Lunacy  Commission  3/fOO 

(3.v^  Registrar  GeneraPt 

Office         ...  ...  8,000 

(34.)  Board    of   Supenri- 

sion  ...  ..•        26,000 


ToUl  of 
Estimate. 
£ 
21,326 

49,211 

561,424 


13,000  23,043 


49,059 

40,000 
50,000 


8,893 
6,455 


20,780 


5,982 


6,080 


(22.) 
(23.) 


Amount  Toted 
to  Complete. 
£ 
8,326 


(24.)  Moved,  "  That  a  sum,  not  ex- 
ceedmg  £241,424,  be  granted,  d:c." 
After  debate.  Moved,  *'  That  a  snm, 
not  exceeding  £236,274,  d:c."  {Mr, 
Labouehere)  ;  after  further  short 
debiite.  Question  put ;  A.  30 ; 
N.  176;  M.  146;  after  further 
short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to 

[309]  135 

(25.)  Moved,  *'  That  a  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding £10,043,  bo  granted,  dso." 
After  debate.  Moved  to  report  Pro- 
gress {Mr,  Dillon);  after  further 
short  debate.  Question  put,  and 
agreed  to;  Comm, — b.p.  [309]  151 

CoMifiTTiB  Sept  13 — RiPOBT  Sept  14 

Moved,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing £10,043,  be  granted,  Ac" 

After  debate,  Moved,  "  That  a  sum. 
Dot  exceeding  £6,043,  be  granted, 
&c.**  {Mr.  Clancy)  \  Motion  with- 
drawn 

Moved,  **  That  a  turn,  not  exceeding 
£8,043,  be  granted,  Ac."  (Mr. 
Clancy) ;  Question  put ;  A.  73,  N. 
149  ;  M.  76 ;  Vote  agreed  to 

L309]  188 

(26.)  After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed 

to  [309]  210 

(27.) 

(28.)  Moved,  "  That  a  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding £30,000,  be  granted  dsc." 
After  short  debate,   Question  put ; 
A.    159,   N.   54  ;    M.   105  ;    Vote 
agreed  to  [3^9]  ^^^ 

(29.)  After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed 
to  [309]  215 

(30.}  Moved,  "  That  a  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding £2,755,  be  granted,  dsc." 

Moved,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceed- 
ing £2,125,  be  granted,  Ac."  (Mr. 
iJabouchere) ;  after  short  debate, 
Motion  withdrawn 

Moved,  '*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£1,406,  be  granted,  Ac."  (Mr.  La- 
bouehere) ;  after  short  debate.  Ques- 
tion put ;  A.  59,  N.  141 ;  M.  82  ; 
Vote  agreed  to  [309]  220 

(31.)  Moved,  **  That  a  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding £12,780,  be  granted,  Ac." 
After  short  debate.  Moved,  "  That  a 
sum,  not  exceeding  £12,580,  be 
granted,  Ac."  (Mr.  Hunter) ;  Ques- 
tion put ;  A.  65,  N.  154  ;  M.  89 ; 
Vote  agreed  to  [309]  227 

(33.)  After  short  debate,Vote agreed  to 

[309]  255 

(33)  .... 


99,840    (34<) 
[eonL 


22,211 
241,424 


10,043 


21,059 

10,000 
30,000 


3,393 
2,755 


12,780 


2,489 

3,080 

3,840 

[cent. 


SUP        SUP 


Supply — cont. 

Ibbland  : 

(35.)  Lord      LieutenaDt'tt 
Ilousehold    


(OENBBAL    INDEX) 
308-309. 


Amount      Total  of 
Voted.      Estimate. 


5,000 


£ 
7,616 


(36.)  Chief      Secretary's 
Office,  dic,    ••«        ••• 


23,000  40,806 


(^7.)  Charitiiblc  Dona- 
tions  and  Bequests 
Office  ...         ...         ••• 


1,200 


2,019 


8.)  Local     Gorernment 
Board  75,000 


U3,688 


Supply— cont. 


SUP       SUP 


Amoaiit  vdM 
to  Gomplate. 


(35.)  Moved,  '*  That  a  sum,  not  ex* 
ceeding  £2,516,  be  granted,  So.** 

Moved,  '*  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£2,489,  be  granted,  Ac."  (Mr. 
A,  (yConnnr);  after  short  debate. 
Motion  withdrawn 

Moved, "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£953,  be  granted,  Ac."  {Mr.  T.  W. 
Rutsell) ;  after  short  debat?.  Ques- 
tion put;  A. 36,  N.  178  ;  M.  142 

Moved,  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£1,727,  be  granted,  Ac."  (£>r. 
Tanner) ;  after  short  debate,  Quea- 
tion  put :  A.  bH,  N.  179  ;  M.  134 

Moved,  "That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£1,427,  be  granted,  Ac"  (Jfr. 
Clancy)  ;  after  short  debate.  Ques- 
tion put:  A.  62;  N.  172;  M.  110 

Moved, "  That  a  'sum,  not  exceeding 
£2,456,  be  granted,  Ac."  (Mr, 
Dillon) ;  after  short  debate,  Qaes- 
tion  put ;  A.  56 ;  N.  165  ;  M.  109 

Moved,  *'  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
£2.154,  be  granted,  Ac."  (Jfr. 
Crilly) ;  after  short  debate.  Motion 
withdrawn  ;  Vote  agreed  to 

[309]  256 

(36.)  Moved,  **  That  a  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding £17,866,  be  granted,  &o. ;" 
after  short  debate.  Motion  with- 
drawn [309]  256 

CoififiTTBx  Sept  14— RspoBT  Sept  15 

Moved,  **That  a  sum,  not  exoeed- 

ing  £17,866,  be  granted,  Ac." 
After  debate,  Moved,  "  That  a  anm, 

not  exceeding  £7,866,  Ac."  (Mr. 

Tuite) ;  atter  further  debate,  MoTed 

to  report  Progress  (Jfr.  Biggwr) ; 

Question  put,  and  negatived 
Moved,  '*  That  a  sum,  not  exoeeding 

£7,866,  dic."  {Mr,   TuiU)i   mftor 

debate.  Question  put;  A.  75,  N. 

178;  M.  103 
Moved,  "  That  a  sum,  not  excood- 

ing  £1G.660,  Ac."  (Jfr.  Lakr); 

after  debate.  Motion  withdrawn  ; 

Vote  agreed  to  [309]  848 


CoMyiTTBB  Sfpt  la—RxPOBT  Stpi  14 
(37-)  .  .  .  . 

CoMiiiTTBB  Sept  14 — 

(38.)  Moved,  **  That  a  sum,  not  tx- 
ceeding  £68,688,  be  granted,  Ao." 
Coww.— B.F.  [309]  490 


CoMMiTTEx  Sept  15— Rbfobt  8§p€  16 

Moved,  "That  a  sum,  not  exoMd- 
ing  £68,688,  be  granted,  Ac.** 

After  debate.  Moved,  '*  That  a  Hm, 
not  exceeding  [£65.688,  *e.'*  (Jfr. 
Jordan)i  aftor  fortlMr  i  ' 
Question  put^  andargBthrad 


£ 
9,51i 


17366 


819 


68^683 


[miU, 


SUP       SUP       :(SE8SI0N    S,    18861       SDP       SUP 


Stq>pljf—cont, 


(39.)  Public  Works  Offioe 


(40.)  Record  OflSoa 


(41.)  Regiftmr  Generars 
Offioe         •••  ••• 


(43.)  Valuation  and  Boon- 
dary  Survey 


Amoant 
Voted. 


82,000 


4,000 


ToUlof 
Eftimale. 


£ 

60,559 


t,iH 


11,000         16,136 


16,000  38,826 


Total  ...    £1,488,600  £2,476,470 


to  Completo.. 

Moved,  "  Thai  a  fom,  not  exeoiid- 
iof  £66,198,  *o."  (Mr.  Mmcam$) ; 
afinr  ahort  debate,  (^oeetion  pot, 
and  n^tived ;  Vote  agreed  to 

[309]  496  £ 

(39.)  MoTod,  *<Tliat  a  aaniy  not  ez-        18,669 
eeedinf  £18,669,  be  granted,  Ao.** 

After  debate,  Moved,  <*  Tbat  a  sam, 
not  ezeeeding  £17,669,  fte."  (16-. 
Z^ONol  SuUivmi)  ;  Qneation  pot ; 
A.  79,  N.  166  ;  M.  88 

Moved,  **  Tbat  tbe  Vote  be  omit- 
ted" {Mr.  Ckmtv);  after  abort 
debate.  Motion  withdrawn;  Vote 
agreed  to  [309]  5M 

Gomann  Sept  18— Bipost  Sept  14 
(40.)  After  abort  debate,Votoagreed  to  9»4U 

tW]W 

CoyMmmMSepi  16— 
(41.)  Moved, ''Tbat  a  anm,  not  eji- 
eeeding  £6,196,  be  granted,  4e."  6,196 

CNnM.-*n.F.  [309]  678 

Gomnnxn  8ipt  16«Riron  8tpi  17 
Moved,  **  Tliat  a  ram,  not  ezeeed- 
ing £6,126,  be  granted,  Ao.'' 
Moved, "  That  a  anm,  not  ezeeeding 
£6,106,  be  granted,  4e."  (Mr.  A. 
<yC<mnor)  ;  after  abort  debate, 
Qneation  pat ;  A.  76,  N.  186 ; 
K.  60 :  Tote  agreed  to  [309]  604 

GomoTTU  S^  18— BaroBX  Apt  li 

U«.)  .  BJBm 

Total  ..  £1,088,868 


ToUl  Estimate  for  Civil  SzBVioza,  OlaM  II.         £9,476,470 

1,488,600 


Amount   Voted  (Sesaion    1) 

Ditto  to  eomplete  (Seasion   9) 

(inelading  Sapptementary  to 
V  ote  3,  £788,  and  leaa  dednetion 
from  Vote  16  £800)     ^ 


• « 


1,088,868 
£9,476,968 


England  : 

CoMMiTTEs  May  3 — 
Rkport  Mat/  5 

(i.)  JjAxr  Cliarges 
After  short  debate.  Vote 
agreed  to       [305]  180 
(2.)  Criminal     Proeeea- 
tions    ...        ...        ,., 

(3.)   Supreme  Coort  of 
Judicature 

After  short  debate.  Vote 
agreed  to     [395]  181 


Class  in. — Law  asd  JxrsncoL 


Amount    Total  of 
Voted.     Estimate. 


84,07i         84,974 

160,977      i6o;nr7 

499,910       m/il9 


toGoBplecn 


[< 


SUP       SUP 


Supplt/—coni, 


(4.)  Wreck  Commission 
(5.)  County  Courts  ... 
(6.)  Land  Registry 

(7.)  Revising  Barristers, 
England 

After  short  debate,  Vote 
agreed  to       [305]  197 
(8.)  Police  Courts  (Lon- 
don and  Sheerness)     . . 
(9.)  Metropolitan  Police 
AHer  short  debate,Vote 
agreed  to      TSOS]  1^9 
(10.)  Special  Police 
(II.)  County  and  Borough 
Police,  Great  Britain 
After  short  debate,  Vote 
agreed  to       [305]  204 
(i3.)  Convict     Establish- 
ments in   England  and 
the  Colonies 
Afler  short  debate,  Vote 
agreed  to       [305]  211 
(13.)  Prisons,  England 
(14.)  Reformatory  and  In- 
dustrial Schools,  Great 
Britain 

After  short  debate.  Vote 

agreed  to      [305]  211 

(15.)  Broadmoor  Criminal 

Lunatic  Asylum 

After  short  debate,  Vote 

agreed  to      [305]  216 

Scotland  : 

(16.)  Lord  Advocate,  and 
Criminal  Proceedings 
After  short  debate.  Vote 
agreed  to      [305]  217 

(17.)  Courts  of  Law  and 
Justice 

After  short  debate,  Vote 
agreed  to  [305]  221 
Report  Mat/  5  ;  debate 
adjourned,  480 ;  May  10, 
debate  resumed ;  after 
debate,  Res.  agreed  to, 
GOl 

(18.)  Register  House  De- 
partments 

{iSn.)  Scotch        Crofters 
Commission 

(19.)  Police,  Counties  and 
Burghs  (Scotland) 
After  short  debate.  Vote 
agreed  to      [305]  227 

(20.)  Prisons,  Scotland 

Ireland  : 

(21.)  Law  Charges  and  Cri- 
minal Prosecutions    ... 


( GENERAL    INDEX} 
308—309. 

Supply — cent. 


SUP       SUP 


Amount 

Total  of 

Voted. 

Estimate. 

£ 

£ 

13,430 

13,430 

428.804 

428.804 

2,942 

2,942 

346,644 
466,035 


63,021 


148,037 
108,876 


18,000 

18,600 

15,565 

15,565 

559.730 
36,000 

559,730 
36,000 

853,311        853,311 


346,644 
466,035 


280,852        280,852 


29,282  29,282 


64,356  64,356 


63,921 


36,862        36,802 


148,037 
108,876 


45,000        74,041 


Icont, 


Amooit'fatod 
toGompleliL 


CoiiMiTTiB  Sept  17 — RiPOBT  Sepi  18 

(7.)  (Supplementary)  ,  .  1,080 


(i8(i.)  (Sopplementary) 


8,M0 


COIIMITTKB  Sept  IS — 

(21.)  Moved,  **  That  a  •am,  not  •!• 
ceeding  £29,041,  be  granted,  Ae." 

After  short  debate,  Mo?ed,  **  To  rt- 
port  Progreu "  (Mr,  Ooinyb^oM)  ; 
(Question  pot ;  A.  54,  N.  150 ;  M.  06 

Mored,  «*That  the  ChairmaD.  *«.'* 
(Mr,  J.  O'Comwr,  Tiwpirwy,  8,)  i 
Quettioo  put ;  A.  50,  N.  104 ;  M.  M 


M^OIl 


SUP       SUP 


Svifiplf^eoni. 


(2  2.)  Sapreme   Gonrt  of 
Judicature      

CoMMiTTiB  May  3 — 

RiPORT*Jfay  0 

(23.)  Court  of  Buikniptoy 
(24.)  Admiralty  Court  Re* 
gistry     •..         •••         ••• 

(25.)  Registry  of  Deeds  ... 

(26.)  Registry    of   Judg- 
ments 
(27.)  Land  Commission  ... 

(28.)  County    Court    Offi- 
cers, Ac.  •••        ••• 


(29.)  Dublin  Metropolitan 
Police  (including  Polioe 
Courts)  ...        M« 


(30.)  Constabulary 


(BBSBION    3,    1886) 


SUP        SUP 


Amount     Total  of 
Voted.     Eitimat*. 


50,000 


1,985 
9,000 

1,200 

38»000 


88,881 


10,050        10,050 


1,885 
16,885 

2,363 

54,618 


51,000        06,687 


90,000      150,689 


855,000   1,807458 


(31.)  Prisons,  IreUnd      -       85,000      155,888 


Sufptj^  ■■  oont. 


AnHmnkvoM 
toOomileie. 

Mofod,"  To  report  Progren"  (JCr. 
HvhUt);  Qneetion  ^;  A.  56, 
N.  148  ;  H.  02 

Moved,  <«  That  ilie  Chairman,  4o." 
(JIfr.  DiUwyn) ;  Motion  withdrawn 

Moved,  "  That  the  Ohairman,  4e. ;" 
after  short  debate,  Motion  amed 
to  [309]  288 


OoMMimi  8€pt  16— RspoBT  80pt  17 

Moved,  <'  That  a  sum,  not  eieeeding 
£20,041,  ho  granted,  dw." 

After  long  debate.  Moved,  <'  That  a 
tun,  not  exoeeding  £22,041,  Ae." 
{Mr.  Shuhy) ;  Moved,  •*  To  report 
Progreee"  {CoUmd  NUan) ;  after 
fnrther  short  debate.  Motion  with- 
drawn 

Question  again  proposed ;  Qnettion 
pot :  A.  75,  N.  162 ;  M.  87 

Moved,  *<  That  a  snm,  not  exoeeding 
£26,701,  d(0."  (Mr.  AUmtrndsr 
Blcm$)  I  after  shmt  debate,  Qnee- 
tion pnt,  and  negatived 

Original  Qoettion  pat,  and  agreed 
to  [309]  614 

{%%,)  After  short  debate^  Vote  amed 
to  [309 1 605 


£ 
88,861 


7,885 

1,168 

96,618 

54,450 


(35.)  After  short  dehate,yote  agreed  to 

[3O9]606 
(36.)  .... 

(37.)  After  short  debato,yote  agreed  to 

[309]  600 

(38.)  Moved,  "That  a  enm,  not  ex- 
ceeding £54,450  (inelnding  £8,768 
•opplementwy),  be  granted,  dto." 

Moved, "  That  a  snm,  not  exoeeding 
£58,450,  40.**  (Mr.  /•  O'CeniMr, 
Tippercary^  8,) ;  after  ihorf  debate. 
Moved, "To report  Progreee "  (Mr. 
Cltmey) ;  Motion  withdrawn ;  after 
farther  short  debate,  Qoettion  pnt; 
A.  54,  N.  188;  M.  184 

After  short  debate.  Moved,  ••  Thata 
anm,  not  exoeeding  £58,050,  Ae." 
(Mr.  jr.  /.  Knmfi ;  after  fivther 
thort  debate,  Qneetioii  pttt ;  A*  57, 
N.  171 ;  M.  114 

Original  Qoettion  pat,  and  agreed  lo 

(39.)  •  .  •  • 


Oomcnm  8^  17— Bwon  8^  18    • . 

(30.)  Afterdibato,yoto  agnod  to  '  549,188 

t3O9]780 


OuMMiwia  8^ 
(31.) 


AyllT 
,yott  agnod  to 
[80|im 


70,888 


h 


SUP        SUP 


iS^^y— oont. 

ComaTTiB  May  3— 

RiPOBT  May  5 

(33.)  Reformatory  and  In- 
)3^du8trial  SohoolB 
(33.)  Dundram    Criminal 
Lunatic  Anylum  ... 


{GENEBAL    INDEX) 
308—309. 


SUP       SUP 


Amount      Total  of 
Voted.     Estimate. 


£  £ 

108,057      108,057 


6,755 


6,755 


Total    ...  £5,480,163  £6,303,034 


5iipp^— eoni. 


toGooiplate. 


£837.344 


Total  Estimate  for  Cifil  Serficis,  Class  III. 


£6,303,034 
5.480,163 


Amount  Voted  (Session  1) 

Ditto  ^        to  complete  (Session  2)  including 

Supplementary,  Vote  7  ...  £1,680 

Ditto  '«  «*      18a  ...      3,930 

Ditto  "  *'      28  ...     8,763      837,344 

£6,317,407 


Class  IY. — ^Education,  Scuenoe,  Ain)  Abt. 


Amount  Total  of 

Voted.  Estimate. 

EicaLAMD :             £  £ 

(I.)  Public  Education...    2,100,000  3,422,980 
(2.)  Science  and  Art  De« 
partment       ...        ... 


(3.)  British  Museum    ... 

(4.)  National  Gallery,  in- 
cluding Natural  His- 
tory Museum 


230,000       400,043 
85,000        162,285 


5,000 


8,607 


(5.)  National      Portrait 
Gallery     ... 


1,200 


1,731 


(6.)  Learned  Sooiotie8,<feo- 

17,000 

24,400 

(7.)  London    University 

(8.)  University  Colleges, 
Wales 

(9.)  Deep  Sea  Exploring 
Expedition  (Report) 
H.M.S.  "Challenger" 

Transit  of  Venus,  1882 

7,000 
6,000 

2,500 

13,152 
12,000 

4.337 

Scotland  : 

do.)  Public  Education  ... 

340,000 

524,203 

(11.)  Universities,  <ko. 

11,000 

19,508 

(12.)  National  Gallery  ... 

1,000 

2,100 

Amonnt  TOtoi 
to  CoiqpleCe. 

CoMMRTiB  Sept  16— Ripon  Sepi  17         £ 

(i.)  After  Bhortdebate,Vote  agreed  to    1,S33,M9 

[309]  743 
(2.)  Afterihortdebate,yoteagned'to       170,043 

[309]  751 
(3)  ....         77;r85 


(4.)  Moved,  "  That  t  ■om,  not  ox- 
ceeding  £3,607,  be  grantod,  Ao. ; " 
after  short  debate.  Motion  with, 
drawn  [309]  760 

GoMMiTTii  Sept  17— BspoBT  S^i  18 

Moved,  "  That  a  ram,  not  exceeding 
£3,607,  be  granted,  4e." 

Moved,  "  That  a  sam,  not  ezeeedinf 
£3,307,  be  granted,  Ao."  {Su- 
Oeorge  CampbeU)  ;  after  short  de- 
bate. Motion  withdrawn  ;  after 
further  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to 

[309]  828 
(5.)  Aftershort  debate,  Vote(inelading 
£030,  Supp]ementai7)  ngreed  to 

[309]  857 
ComiiTTii  Sept  16— RspoBT  Sept  17 

(6.)  After  short  debate, Vote  agreed  to 

[309]  761 

(7.)  .  •  .  . 

(8.)  ...» 


(9.)  After  short  debate,  Vote  agreed  to 

[309]  763 

CoiniiTfxi  Sept  17— Ritobt  Sepi  18 

(10.)  After  debate.  Vote  agreed  to 

[309]  838 

(II.)  After  debate,  Vote  agreed  to 

[109]  836 

(13.)  •  •  •  . 


3,607 


l,16i 


6^133 
3b306 

1«887 


134.3a 


[ 


SUP 


Supply — cont. 


SUP 


Ireland  : 

(13.)  Public  Education... 

(14.)  Teachers'     Pension 

v/IuCO    •*.  .*•  .*• 

(15.)  Endowed      Schools 

Commissioners 
(16.)  National  Gallery    ... 
(17.)  Queen's  Colleges   ... 


{SESSION    2,     1886} 
308-309. 

Supply--eoni, 


SUP        SUP 


Amount      Total  of 
Voted.      Estimate. 


£ 
570,000 

1,200 

400 
1,800 
2,500 


£ 
828,073 

2,145 

670 


(13.)  After  debate.  Vote  agreed  to 

[309]  867 
(14.)  .  .  .  . 

(IS.) 


Amount  Toted 
to  Complete. 

£ 
258,073 


(18.)  Royal  Irish  Academy  2,000 


2,501  !  (16.)  .... 

1 1 ,028    ( 1 7-)  A ^of  thori  debate.  Vote  agreed  to 

[309]  889 

2,520    (18.)  After  short  debate,Vote  agreed  to 

[309]  891 
(19.)  Royal  University  of  Ireland 


045 

270 

701 

8,528 

520 
5,000 


Total     ..   £3,384,200  £5,442,352  '. 


Total  ...  £2,063,782 


Total  Estimate  for  Civil  Sbrticbb,  Class  IV.     ... 

Amount  voted  (Session  1)  

Ditto  to  complete  (Session  2)  (inoluding  Supple- 
mentary, Vote  5,  £630,  and  Supplementary, 
Vote  19,  £5,000)         


£5,442,852 
3,384,200 

2,068,782 
£5,447,982 


Class  V. — Foreign  and  Colonial  Seryioes. 


(i.)  Diplomatic  Services 


(2.)  Consular  Services... 

(3.)  Slave  Trade  Ser- 
vices ... 

(4.)  Suez  Canal  (British 
Directors) 

(5.)  Colonics,  Grants-in- 
xVld      ...  .*.  ... 

^0.)  South  Africa  and 
St.  Helena     ... 

(7.)  Subsidies     to    Tele- 
graph Companies    ... 

(8.)  Cyprus,     Grant-in- 

Aid       ...  ...  .*• 


Amount    Total  of 
Voted.      Estimate. 


£ 
170,000 


140,000 

10,000 

400 

17,000 

40,000 

37,000 

19,000 


£ 
232,010 


186,486 

14,160 

2,405 

30,116 

109,637 

50,050 

20,000 


Total  ...  £433,400       £644,864 


Amount  voted 
to  Complete. 

CoiofiTRB  Sept  17 — Rbpost  S€^t  18  £ 

(I.)  MoTed,  "  That  a  aum,  not  ex-         62,010 
oeeding  £62,010,  be  granted,  Ao." 

Moved,  "  That  a  sum,  not  ezoeeding 
£58,010,  be  granted,  Ao."  (Sir 
Otor^  Camfiell) ;  after  debate. 
Question  put ;  A.  54,  N.  158  ;  M. 
104 :  Original  Question  put,  and 
agreed  to  [309J  892 


Amount  voted  (Session  1)    ... 

Ditto         to  complete  (Session  2) 


(a.)   . 

.           .           . 

46,486 

(30    • 

.           .           . 

4,160 

(4.)   . 

.           .           . 

2,005 

(5.)      ..... 

(6.)  Aflershortdebate,Voteagreedto 

[309]  007 

13,116 
69,637 

(7.)   . 

.           .           . 

18,050 

(8.)  Moved,  «  That 
ceeding  £1,000,  be 
afVer  short  debate, 
A.  148  N.  47 ;  M. 

a  sum,  not  ez- 

granted,  Ac. ; " 

Question  put; 

101    [309]  014 

1,000 

Total  ... 
£644,864 

£211,464 

BB,  CIbbb  V. 

...             •••             ••• 

on  2)       

488,400 
211,464 

£644,864 

[mi. 


SUP       SUP       {QENEBAL    INDEX)       SUP 

308—309. 

Class  YI. — Non-Effeci'ivis  aitd  Oeabttabcr  Ssbtices. 


BX7P 


Amount       Total  of 
Toted.       Estimate. 

(i.)  Superannuation  and         £  £ 

Retired  Allowances  ...     340,000         463,028 

GomiiTTBE  June  11 — 
Report  June  16 

(lA.)  Gratuity  to  Widow 
of  the  late  Sir  Ralph 
Gossety  Serjeant-at- 
Arms 

After  short  debate,  Vote 

agreed  to     [306]  1610  1,000  1,000 

(2.)  Merchant  Seamen's 

Fund  Pensions,  Ac. ...        15,000  19,200 

(3.)  Pauper       Lunatics, 

England     ...  ...        10,000         495,000 

(4.)  Pauper  Lunatics, 
Scotland     ...  ...       85,000  87,000 

(5.)  Pauper      Lunatics, 

Ireland       ...  ...       99,000  99,800 

(6.)  Hospitals  and  Infir- 
maries, Ireland         ...         9,000  16,658 

(7.)  Savings  Banks  and 
Friendly  Societies  De- 
ficiency      ..  ...       51,364  52,364 

(8.)  Miscellaneous  Chari- 
table and  other  Allow- 
ances, Great  Britain  1,500  2,611 

(9.)  Miscellaneous  Chari- 
table and  other  Allow- 
ances, Ireland  ...         1,400  2,703 


AmouBft  foCed 
to  Complste. 

CoMMiTTBB  Sept  17— RiPOBT  Sept  18 

£ 
(i.)  ....       193.928 


Totol  ...  £013,264   £1,240,264 


(3.) 
(4.) 
(5.) 
(6.) 

(7.) 
(8.) 

(9.) 


485.0M 
9,00« 


7.tt8 


1,0M 


i.lll 


l^S 


ToUl  ^  £627.000 


Total  Estimate  for  Civil  Serviobb,  Class  VI.. 

Amount  voted  (Session  1)        ...  ••. 

Ditto        to  complete  (Session  2)   ... 


£1,240,904 

013^4 
097,000 

£1,940,904 


(1.)  Temporary  Commis- 
sions ... 

(2.)  Miscellaneous  £x« 
penses        ...  ... 


Repayment  to  Civil  Con- 
tingencies Fund 


Class  VII. — ^Miscellaneous. 

Amount       Total  ot 
Voted.      Estimate. 

£  £ 

19,000  32,331 


5,000 


7,802 


Registration  of  Voter t, 

England    ^ 

RegiHration  of  Voters^ 

Scotland    ...  ... 

Registration  of  Voters, 

Ireland 


••• 


•— 


9309 


Amonat  19M 
toComptote. 

CoMMiTTBB  Sept  17^RxpoBT  Sept  18       £ 

(I.)  .  .  .  • 

(a.)  Moved,  "That  a  nim,  not  ex- 
ceeding £2,802,  be  granted,  Ao." 
After   short  debate,  QaeeCion  pat ; 
A.  140,  N.  48  ;  M.  99 ;  Vote  amod 

to  [509]  ^l^ 

(3.)  Moved,  "  That  a  sam,  not  ex- 

ceedini:  £14,786,  be  granted,  4e.*' 

Moved,  "That  a  ram,  not  ezoeedinf 

£14,172,  Ao."  (ATf.  LaboMeken)'. 

after  short  debate,  Qoestion  pat; 

A.  48,  N.  120 ;  M.  78  ;  Vote  agreed 

to  [309IO90 


14.7M 


Total 


••• 


£24.000 


£40,133 


TeUl  . .  4911^19 


..J 


SUP 


Supply — cont. 


SWI         (SESSION    2,    1886  J 

308—309. 

Total  Estimate  for  Citil  Sibtiois  Clan  VII. 


•  • 


Amount  Toted  (Sesiion  1) 

Ditto        to    complete  (Session  2)  (in* 
eluding  Supplementary,  Vote  3,  £14,786) 


SUP       TAN 


MO,lSB 
£34,000 

£30,919 
£54,919 


Eeventjb  Departments,  &c. 


Amount 
Voted. 
£ 


Total  of 

Estimate. 

£ 


420,000        956,057 
740,000     1,797,606 


Vote  I.  For  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  Cus- 
toms Department 

Vote  II.  For  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  Inland 
Revenuo  Department 

Vote  III.  For  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  Post 
Ofl5co  Services,  the  ex- 
penses of  Post  OflBco 
Savings  Banks,  and  Go- 
vernment Annuities  and 
Insurances,  and  the  Col- 
lection of  the  Post  OflBce 
Revenue 

Vote  IV.  For  the  Post  Of- 
fice Packet  Service   ... 

Vote  V.  For  Salaries  and 
Expenses  of  the  Post 
Office  Telegraph  Service     1.070,000    1,845,510 


2,100,000    5,218,955 
400,000       735,663 


Total ...  £4,730,000  £10,553,691 


Amount  TOted 
to  complete. 

ComoTTBi  Sept  17— Rxpobt  Sept  18 


(I.) 
(II.) 


586,057 
1,057^06 


fill.) 

(IV. 


)  After  short  debate.  Vote  agreed  to 

[309]  919 


(V.) 


3,118,955 
335,663 

775,510 


Total  ...  £5,833,691 


Total  Esfimate  for  RxviifinE  Dipabtiiinti 

Amount  voted  (Session  1)  . ,  , , 

Ditto        to  complete  (Session  2)    .. 


£10,553,691 

£4,730,000 
£5,823,691 

£10,553,691 


Sutherland,  Mr.  A.,  Sutherland 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  Motion  for  Adjournment,'[3o8]  873, 
964,  965 

Scotland  —  Fisheries — Loans  to  Fishermen  in 
Crofting  Parishes,  [308]  1476 

Supply— Fishery  Board  in  Scotland,  £0.  [309] 

SuTHERLAXD,  Mr.  T.,  Greenock 

Currency  —  The  Royal  Commission  —  The 
Money  Article  of  "  The  Times,"  [309]  347 

SwETENiiAM,  Mr.  E.,  Carnarvon^  Sfc. 
Owners  and  Occupiers  of  Land — Incidence  of 

Tithes,  [309]   1125 

SwiXBrRNE,  Sir  J.,  Staffordshire,  Lichfield 
Army  Estimates— War  Office,  [308]  1592,  1595 
Parlianicnt — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to, [308] 841 

VOL.  CCCIX.       [third  series.] 


Talbot,  Mr.  J.  G.,  Oxford  Univwitf 

France  —  Summary  RemoTal  of  Re?.  W.  J. 
Drought,  [3083779 

Tanner,  Dr.  0./  Corh  Co,^  Mid 

Admiralty—Senior  Naval  Writers,  [309]  968 
Army — Questions 

Auxiliary  Forces — Carao  Militia— Captain 

Somerset   Maxwell,  [308]  261 ; — Colonel 

Deaae— Major  Kerr,  [308]  261 
Contracts — Supply  of  Army  Clothing,  [308] 

535 
India  —  Medical  Department  —  Surgeons, 

[309]  783 
Army    fistimatet — Clothing    Ettablishmentf, 

Services,  and  Suppliee,  [308]  1455 
Commissariat,    Transport,  and  Ordnanee 

Store      Establishments,     Wages,     ^. 

Amendt.  [308]  1421,  1428 
Medical  Establishments  and  Services,  [308] 

1333,  1340,  1342 
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TunriB,  Dr.  G. — cont. 

Military   Edaoation,  Establishments   for, 

[308]  1583 
Military  Pay  and  Allowances,  [308]  1353, 

1359,  1363, 1369,  1370, 1372 
Miscellaneous    Effeoti?e    SeryioeSi    [308] 

1588.  1589,  1591 
Retired  Pay,  Ac.  [308]  1598 
Volunteer  Corps  Pay  and  Allowances,  [308] 

1378, 1386 
Workfl,  Buildings,  &c,  at  Homo  and  Abroad, 
[308] 1578,  1582 
Bulgaria — Reported    Abdication    of    Prince 
Alexander,  [308]  549 
Revolution,  [308]  378 
Disturbances  at  Belfast  Inquiry,  3R.  [308] 

1456 
India  —  Native    States  —  The    Gaekwar    of 
Baroda,  [309]  783 

Ireland — Questions 

Dispensary    Districts  —  The    Inchigeelagh 
Dispensary  District  -»  Medical    Relief, 
[308]  894 
Labourers  Acts,  1883  and  1885 — Scheme 
for  Cottages  in  Maoroom  Union,  [308] 
546 
Law  and  Justice — Firing  at  the  Person-^ 
Case  of  Denis  Murphy,  [308]  1177; — 
Conviction  at  Millstreet  Petty  Sessions, 
[308]   1729  ; — Imprisonment  of  Father 
Fahy,  [309]  1325,  1326, 1327 
Magistracy — Cork  Magistrates,  [308]  895  ; 

—  Dr.  Barrett,  J.P.,  [309]  1109, 1110 
Prisons — Case  of  Daniel  Allen,  [309]  13 
State  of  Ireland — Constabulary  Force  at 

Millstreet,  Co.  Cork,  [308]  545 
Vaccination    Certificates  —  Public    Vacci- 
nators, [309] 12 
Mauritius  —  Official  Dissensions  —  Sir  John 
Pope  Hennessy  and  Mr.  Clifford  Lloyd,  [308] 
662, 1189, 1190 
Medical  Acts — Unregistered  Medical  Practi- 
tioners, [308]  1082 
Navy — Dockyards — Discharge  of  Workmen  at 
Haulbowline,  [308]  370,  372,  546  ;— Works 
at  Haulbowline,  [308]  1318 
Navy  Estimates — Machinery  and  Ships  built 
by  Contract,  [308]  1702 
Medical    Establishments   at    Home    and 
Abroad,  [308]  1667,  1668,  1673,  1674, 
1675 
Miscellaneous  Services,  [308]  1848,  1851, 

1852,  1853,  1855 
Naval  Stores  for  Building  and  Repairing 
the  Fleet,  <bo.  [308]  1678,  1682,  1685, 
1686 
Victualling  Tards  at  Home  and  Abroad, 
Amendt.  [308]  1651,  1659,  1660,  1663, 
1666 
Northern  Pacific— Occupation  of  Port  Hamil- 
ton, [308]  1476 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  465,  698,  825,  827,  935,  937, 
1034;  Report,  1164 
Supply — Bankruptcy  Department  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  [308]  1842 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 

Ireland,  [309J  437,  441,  442,  482,  484 
Commissioners  in  Lunacy  in  England,  [309J 

95 
County  Court  OflScers,  &c,  in  Ireland,  [309] 
713,  715,  710 

[conU 


TAiririB,  Dr.  C.^cont, 

Deep  Sea  Exploring  Expedition,  Btport* 

[309]  762 
Local  Government  Board,  Ao.  [309]  M, 

84,85 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Hootohold  ^ 

Amendt.  [309]  266,  867.  268,  975.  976, 

277 
National  Gallery,  [309]  760,  761,  886 
National  Portrait  GaUery,  [309]  887 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade  Marke  Aet, 

[309]  127 
Prisons,  Ireland,  [309]  739,  743 
Public  Works  in  IreUnd,  [309]  577 
Queen's  Colleges,  Ireland.  [309]  899 
Report,  [308]  1602,  1604 
Science  and  Art  Department.  [309]  758. 

759 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign. Aflbira.  Mo- 
tion for  reporting  Progreae.  [308]  1889, 
1840 

Woods  and  Forests,  Department  of— Adainia- 
tration  of  the  Department,  [308]  1799 

Taflino,  Mr.  T.  K.,  LikatmrAvre,  Ar- 
borough 
Contagious    Diseases    (Animals)  —  Bplenetio 
Blood  Poisoning  at  Amesby,  LdoottcviUn, 
[308]  1467 
Supply — Local  GoTemment  Board,  Ao.  [309] 
47 

Tehfle,  Sir  B.,  Wore^iUr^  E909kam 
Admiralty— Mr.  C.  J.  Cos,  Prindpal  Clerk. 

[309]  15 
Asiatic  Russia — ^The  Free  Port  of  BAtoom, 

[308]  548 
Australasian  Colonies — Qaeendnnd— Dividoa 

of  the  Colony,  [308]  790 
Bulgaria  —  Reported    Abdieation   of    Prinot 

Alexander,   [308]    549.  670 ;— Mom»  of 

Prinee  Alexander  to  the  Ciar.  [308]  1195 
India— The  Forest  SerHee— Ponitas.  [jq8] 

888 
Qneensland  —  Newly  Diaoorerod  QoM  FUd, 

[309]  972 

TenantB  Belief  (IrdaiLd)  Bill 

{Mr.    Famell,   Mr.   SttOm^  Mr,    JhlKeff,  JTr. 
T.  P.  O'Connor,  Mr.  Pinkiriom,  Mir.  Mfakmtf) 

e.  Ordered ;  read  1«  *  Sepi  10  [Bm  47] 

Moved,  **  That  the  Bill  bo  now  road  r " 
Sept  20,  [309]  084 

Amendt.  to  leave  ont  from  "  Thai,"  add  "  la 
the  opinion  of  this  Hoase.  it  la  iaozpadiaaft 
at  the ;  present  time  to  make  anj  fanfcw 
alteration  in  the  Irish  Land  Lawa"  (Jfir. 
PenroBe  Fitsgerald)  v,\  Qaeatloo  prapaaad, 
"  That  the  words.  Ao.;  *'  after  lonf  dstats, 
Mofed,  ''That  the  Del»ta  bo  bow  ad- 
joamed  "  {Mr.  JoknMcfltg) :  Qaaalioa  pat, 
and  agreed  to ;  Debate  a^jovmad 

Debate  resumed  Sept  21.  1139 ;  aftar  \mg 
debate,  Question  pat;  A.  989,  N.  997: 
M.  95 

DiT.  List,  A.  and  N.  1947 

Words  added ;   main  QneatioB,  aa 
pat.  and  agreed  to 


TEN        TOW 
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Tenants  Relief  {Ireland)  Bill— cont 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
it  is  inexpedient  at  the  present  time  to 
make  any  further  alteration  in  the  Irish 
Land  Laws 

Thomas,  Mr.  A.,  Glamorgan^  E. 

Law  and  Justice — Contempt  of  Court — Case  of 
Sarah  Kedart,  [308]  368 

TUhe  Commutation  Acty  1836 

Collection  of  Tithes^  Questions,  Mr.  Dillwyn, 
Mr.  Kenyon  ;  Answers,  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr.  Mat- 
thews) ;  Question,  Mr.  Sexton  [no  reply] 
^M7  20,  [308]  651 

Dintraint  for  Tithe — Llanarmon  Parish,  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  Thomas  Ellis  ;  Answer,  The  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Matthews)  Auj  27,  [308]  660 

Payment  of  Tithes— Legislation,  Question,  Mr. 
H.  U.  Farquharson;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Mr. 
Matthews)  Aug  30,  [308]  794 

Wales— The  Tithe  Agitation^  Notice  of  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  J.  G.  Hubbard  Aiiff  23,  [308]  254  ; 
Question,  Mr.  J.  G.  Hubbard  ;  Answer,  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Matthews)  Aug  27,  654;  Questions, 
Mr.  J.  G.  Hubbard,  Mr.  Borlase  ;  Answers, 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment (Mr.  Matthews)  Sept  10,  [309]  19 

ToMLiNsoN,  Mr.  TV.  E.  M.,  Preston 

Army   Estimates — Volunteer   Corps  Pay  and 

Allowances,  [308J  1376 
Excise  Department— Inland  ReTenue  OflScers, 

[309] lOG 
Iliuh   Court  of  Justice — Returns  of  Cost  and 
Receipts  for  the   Several   Divisions,  [309] 
103 
Patent  Office  —The  Committee  of  Inquiry,  [308] 

10C4 
I*08t  omce— Book  Post  Parcels,  [308]  874 
Su^ar  Bounties  (Abolition) — An  International 

Conference,  [308I  1063 
Supply — Criminal    Prosecutions,  Ac.   in   Ire- 
land, [305]  311 
Home  Ottice,  [308]  1832 
I'atcnts,   Designs,  and  Trade  Marks  Act, 

[309] 121 
WoodM.  Forests,  and  Land  Revenues,  &c., 
[309]  153 
Woods  and  Forests,  Department  of — Adminis- 
tration of  the  Department,  [308]  1793 

Town  Jloldiyif/s 
Moved,  "  That  the  Select  Committee  of  last 
Parliament  be  re-appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  terms  of  occupation  and  the  compensa- 
tion for  improvements  possessed  by  the 
occupiers  of  town  houses  and  holdings  in 
(jreat  Britain  and  Ireland ;  and  to  Inquire 
into  tlie  expediency  of  giving  to  leaseholders 
facilities  for  the  purchase  of  the  fee  simple 
of  their  property  ;  and  also  into  the  question 
of  imposing  a  direct  assessment  on  the 
owners  of  ground  rents,  and  on  the  owners 
of  increased  values  imparted  to  land  by 
building  operations,  or  other  improvement!" 
{Colonel  iXolan)  Aug  20,  [308]  249;  after 
siiort  debate,  Motion  withdrawn 


Trade  and  Agriculture,  Royal  Commmion 
on — Foreign  Bounties 
Question,  Mr.   Norris ;    Answer,  The   Chan- 
cellor of  the   Exchequer    (Lord    Randolph 
Churchill)  Aug  30,  [308]  781 

Trade  and  Commerce 

Commercial  Education,  Question,  Mr.  Law- 
son  ;  Answer,  The  Vice  President  of  the 
Council  (Sir  Henry  Holland)  Sept  6,  [308] 
1309 

Foreign  Labour  in  the  Tower  Hamlets — The 
Census,  Question,  Captain  Colomb;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  ( Baron 
Henry  De  Worms)  Sept  10,  [309]  17 

Trade  Marks 

Law  of  Trade  Marks  —  The  International  In^ 
dustrial  Convention,  Questions,  Mr.  Howard 
Vincent,  Mr.  Mundella ;  Answers,  The 
Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron 
Henry  De  Worms)  Aug  24,  [308]  368 

Trade  Marks  Act—Registratioa  of  "  Fancy 
Words,"  Question,  Mr.  Lockwood  ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron 
Henry  De  Worms)  Aug  26,  [308]  643 

False  Marking  and  Wrapping — Legislation, 
Question,  Mr.  Howard  Vincent ;  Answer, 
The  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade  (Baron 
Henry  De  Worms)  Aug  30,  [308]  784 

Tramways  Provisional  Orders  (No.  1) 

Bill     {Mr.  Charles  Aeland,  Mr,  Mundella) 

c.  Read  !»•  :  read  2"  ;  read  3^  Aug  26  [Bill  195] 
/.  Read  1*  •  {E.  Waldegrave)  Aug  30    (No.  192) 

Read  2»  •  Sept  2 

Committee  *  ;  Report  Sept  6 

Read  3»  •  Sept  7 

Royal  Assent  Sept  25  [50  \^ict,  c.  z] 

Tramways  Provisional  Orders  (No.  2) 

BiU      {^r.  Charles  Aeland,  Mr,  Mundella) 

e.  Read  I°»  ;  read  2*^  Aug  26  [Bill  208] 

Report  *  ;  Considered  ;  read  3<^  Sept  7 

/.  Read  !••(£.  Stanley  of  Preston)  Sept  7 
Read  2*  •  Sept  16  (No.  18) 

Committee  *  ;  Report ;  read  S**  Sept  20 
Royal  Assent  Sept  25  [50  Vict.  o.  zii] 

Tramways  Provisional  Orders  (No.  3) 

Bill      {^r.  Charles  Aeland,  Mr,  Mundella) 

c.  Read  !•  •  ;  read  2"*  Aug  26  [Bill  218] 

Report  •  ;  Considered ;  read  3<>  Sept  7 
/.  Read  1»*  (L.  Stanley  of  Preston)  Sept  7 

Read  2**  Sept  16  (No.  19) 

Committee  *  ;  Report  Sept  20 

Read  3»  •  Sept  22 

Royal  Assent  Sept  25         [50  Viet,  o.  xzii] 

Treasuby — First  Lord  {see  Salisbuby, 
Marquess  of) 

Tbeasuby — ^Financial  Secretary  to  {see 
Jackson,  Mr.  W.  L.) 

Treasury — Secretary  to  {see  Douglas, 
Mr.  A.  Akbrs-) 
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IVeaif/  of  Berlin 

Article  LIX. — Baioumf  Question,  Mr.  Ilen- 
niker  Heaton  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  Fer- 
gusson)  Aug  31.  [308 j  896 

Article  LXL — Armenia,  Question,  Mr.  Shaw 
Lefevre  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir  James  For- 
gasson)  Sept  14,  [309]  343 

Trust  Funds  (Railways)  Bill 

{Mr.  Carew,  Mr.  Arthur  O*  Connor,  Mr.  Cobb) 

0,  Ordered ;  read  l^*  Aug  30  [Bill  42] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

Ttjite,  Mr.  J.,  WeHmeathy  N. 

Army  Estimates— Medical  Establishments  and 
Services,  [308]  1339 
Militia  Pay  and  Allowances,  [308]  1352 
Ireland — Crime  and  Outrage — Barbavilla  Con- 
spiracy, [308]  1756 
Law  and  Justice — Administration,   [308] 
1774  ; — Barbavilla   Prisoners,  [309]  26, 
27,    177; — Imprisonment  of  Rev.   Mr. 
Fahy,  [309]  784 
Parliament — i^ucen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  726 
Supply — Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant   of    Ireland,    [309]    348,    335  ; 
Amendt.  387 
Constabulary,  Ireland,  [309]  805 
Irish  Land  Commission,  [309]  699 
Local  Government  Board  in  Ireland,  &c. 

[309J  544 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Household  of, 

Amendt.  [309]  266 
Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade  Marks  Act, 

[309]  122 
Prisons,  Ireland,  [309]  787 

Turkey — Disturbances  in  Armenia  ( Fan) 

Question,  Mr.  Bryce ;  Answer,  The  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Sir 
James  Fergusson)  Aug  26,  [308]  539 

Tyler,  Sir  H.  W.,  Great  Yarmouth 

Army — Questions 

Age  Retirement,  [308]  541 

Commissions  in  the   Royal   Artillery  and 

Engineers,  [308]  255 
Ordnance  Special  Committee,  [309]  176  ; — 
Calculated  Bursting  Strain  of  Guns,  [308] 
1753 
Ordnance   Department,    Charges   against, 
[309]  21,  22,  1294  ;— Heavy  Guns,  [308] 
783 
War   Department  —  "Warlike    Stores  and 
Equipments  (Royal  Commission),  r309] 
1103 
W^arlike  Stores,  <kc.,  Manufacture  and  Re- 
pair of,  [308] 1617 
Bulgaria — Abdication   of    Prince    Alexander, 

[308]  1327,  1748;  [3091341 
Buruian — Inundations  at  Mandalay,  [308]  542 
Clinnnel  Fisheries— Fisheries  Regulation  Act, 
1843 — Visit  of  French  Fishing  Smacks  to 
Great  Yarmouth,  [309]  002,  1109 
India— Afghan  Frontier— Railway  to  Quctta. 
[309]  30 

[cont. 


Ttleb,  Sir  H.  W.— «oii<. 

Inland  Revenue— Repayment  of  InoooM  Tax, 

[3o8]'782 
Merchant    Shipping  —  Fishing    Boats    Aeti 

Amendment,  [308]  355 
Navy<~Ordnanoe—  The  '*  CoUlngirood  "  tf^tOB 

Gun,  [308]  254 
Westminster  Hall   (Restoration),   [308]  S69, 

782 


United  Kingdom  and  ths  CohnieM  —  iai- 

perial  Federation — A  Joint  Committte 

Question,  Sir  Samuel  Wilson ;   Anairer,  The 

Secretary  of  State  for  the  Goloniea  (llr.  E. 

Stanhope)  Sept  3,  [308]  1182 

United  States-See  Canada 

Universities  {Scotland)  Bill 
Question,  Mr.  Caldwell ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoar)  Aug  S6, 

[308]  554 

University  Edncatioii  (Ireland)  Sill 

{Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  Mr,   Famett,  Mr,  DiUoih 

Mr.  Clancy,  Dr,  Commins,  Dr.  Jbx) 

c.  Ordered  ;  read  1°*  Aug  83  [Bill  33] 

2R.  [Dropped] 

Vaccination  Acts — Prosecution* — Fm§  U 
Clerks  of  Board  of  Guardian* 
Question,  General  Sir  George  Balfoar;  An- 
swer, The  President  of  the  Ix>cal  Govemmtnt 
Board  (Mr.  Ritchie)  Sept  7,  [308]  1471 

Vaccination  Certificates — Pullic  VaaeinO' 
tors  {Ireland) 
Question,  Dr.  Tanner;  Answer,    Tho  Pmi* 
dent  of  the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr. 
Ritchie)  Sept  10,  [309]  12 

Venezuela 
Seizure  of  the  Ships  **  ffenriata  **  and  ^J»§e- 
phine  '^—Claims  of  BritUh  SuijeeU,  Qaw- 
tion,  Mr.  Kimber  ;  Answer,  The  Under  Se- 
cretary of  State  for  Foreign  Aflairt  (Sir 
James  Fergusson)  Auy2i,  [308]  379 

Trade  with  the  United  States.  QoMtion,  Kr. 
Watt  ;  Answer,  The  Under  SoetvCnry  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affaire  (Sir  Jsaam  Fer* 

gusson)  Aug  30,  [308]  790 

Vincent,  Mr.  0.  E.  H.,  Sk^JUU,  Control 

Army  (Auxiliary  Forces )— Vol nntei ■  a— Ser« 
geant  Instructors,  [308]  17SS;— Finaaeial 
Condition  of  Reginienta— The  CnpitaliQB 
Grant,  [309]  1088 

Army  (Ordnance  Department)  ^Ifaavbotan 
of  Materials  of  War,  [308]  861 

Army  Estimates— Retired  Pay,  Ac.  [508]  1587 

Constabulary  Force  of  Great  Britain     Bbi 
annuation,  [309]  332 

Law  and  Justiee— RegietmtioB  of  Fii« 
[309] 590 


I 
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ViNOKiiT,  Mr.  C.  E.  n. — corU, 

Law  of  Trade  Marks— False  Wrapping  and 
Marking,  [308]  784 
The  Internationnl    Industrial   Conyention, 
[308]  308 
South-Eastorn    Europe — Contemplated   Parti- 
tion,  [308J   1475  ; — ^i;ean  Sea — Ramours 
of  British  Annexation,  [309]  786 
South  Pacific — Deportation  of  French  CoDTicta 
to  New  Caledonia,  [309]  1122 

Waddy,  Mr.  S.  D.,  Lincolnshire,  Brigg 

Army — Charges  against  the  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment, [309]  1115,  1116,  1297 

Parliament — New  Rules  of  Procedure — Rule  2 
(Adjournment  of  the  House),  [308]  585 

Parliamentarj  Elections — Polling  Places  in 
Rural  Districts,  [309]  1116,  1130 

Wales 
The  Tithe  Agitation,  Notice  of  Question,  Mr. 
J.  0.  Hubbard  A\i(j  23,  [308J  254  ;  Ques- 
tion, Mr.  J.  G.  Hubbard  ;  Answer,  The  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
(Mr.  Matthews)  Aug  27,  654;  Questions, 
Mr.  J.  G.  Hubbard,  Mr.  Borlase ;  Answers, 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Hpme  De- 
partment (^Ir.  Matthews)  Sept  10,  [309]  19 
[  See  Tithe  Commutation  Act] 

Wallace,  Mr.  E.  Edinhurgh,  E, 

Evictions  (Scotland)  —  Evictions  on  the  Chit- 
holm  Estate,   Inverness-shire,  [309]   1354, 
1355 
Tenants  Relief  (Ireland),  2R.  [309]  1176 

War  Department— Secretary  of  State 
{see  Smith,  Eight  Hon.  W.  H.) 

W^AR  Department — Under  Secretary  of 
State  {see  Harris,  Lord) 

War  Department — Financial  Secretary 
to  (*^^  Brodrick,  Hon.W;  St.  J.  F.) 

War  Department — see  Army 
Waring,  Colonel  T.,  Downy  N, 

Army  Estimates — Militia  Vay  and  Allowances, 
[308] 1347,  1349.  1350,  1353 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  l5o8J011,  012,1121,  1122  ;  Report, 
1242 

Watkin,  Sir  E.  W.,  Ilythe 

Fires  (Metropolis)— Fire  at  Mi  11  wall, [308]  787 

Watt,  Mr.  II.,  Glasgow ^  Camlachie 

France  and  Madagascar,  [309]  976 

Tost  Office— Insurance  ot  Registered  Letters, 

[309]  602 
Scotland — Law  and    Justice — Arrest    of   the 

Crofters  at  Tiree,  [308]  276 
Venezuela —Trade  with   the  United  StatM, 

[308] 790 


WA  TS  AND  MEANS 

Inland  Revenue 

Ineotne  Tax  upon  Married  Women,  Qaestioni 
Captain  Selwjn ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  to 
the  Treasur/  (Mr.  Jackson)  8ej4  7,  [308] 
1461 

Repayment  of  Income  Tax,  Qaestion,  Sir 
Henry  Tyler ;  Answer,  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  (Lord  Randolph  Charchill) 
Aug  30,  [308]  782 

Excite  Department^ Inland  Revenue  Officers, 
Question,  Mr.  Tomlinson  ;  Answer,  The  Se- 
cretary to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson) 
Sept  13.  [309]  166 

Inland  Revenue  Department — Outdoor  Branch, 
Question,  Mr.  Hayden  ;  Answer,  The  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson)  Sept  16, 
[309]  693 

House  Boats — Exemption  from  Imperial  and 
Local  Teixation,  Questions,  Mr.  H.S.  Wright, 
Mr.  Dixon-Uartland ;  Answers,  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  (Lord  Randolph 
Churchill),  The  President  of  the  Local  60- 
Temment  Board  (Mr.  Ritchie)  Sept  16,  [309] 
599 

The  Fiscal  Laws — Duties  on  Imported  Manu' 
faetures.  Question,  Mr.  Shirley ;  Answer, 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Lord 
Randolph  Churchill)  Aug  24,  [308]  369 

ISee  Trade  and  Commerce] 


WAYS  AND  MEANS 

ResoWed,  That  this  House  will,  upon  Monday 
next,  resolf  e  itself  into  a  Committee  to  con- 
sider of  the  Ways  and  Means  for  raising 
the  Supply  to  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty 
Septs 

.Considered  in  Committee  Sept  17 

Resolved,  That,  towards  making  good  the 
Supply  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
March  1887,  the  sum  of  £20,089.689  be 
granted  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fond  of  the 
United  Kingdom 

Resolution  reported  Sept  18 

[See  title  Consolidated  Fund  (Appropria* 
tion)  Bill] 

SUMMARY  (Ssssioir  1.) 
Wats  ahd  Miavs. 

Grawts  out  of  the   CowsounATin  Furo. 

For  the  service  of  the  years         £  #.    d, 

ending  31st    March    1885 
and  1886  ;  ?ix. 

Under  Act  49  Vic.  cap.  4     ...       583,487    2    1 

For   the    seryioe  of  the  year 
ending  31st  March  1887 :— 

Under  Act  49  Vic.  cap.  7    ...  13,718,818    0    0 

Under  this  Act  26,998,658    0    0 


ToUl  ^.£i9,nO,457    9    1 


WAY       WES 


(GENEKAL    IjNDEX] 
308—309. 


WES        won 


SUMMARY  (Session  2.) 

Wats  a5d  Means. 

Grant  out  of  the  Consoudatbp  Fund. 

For  the  sorfice  of  the  year         £  «.   d, 

ending  3 1st  March  1887      20,089,689  0     0 


Total...  £20,089,639     0     0 


Webster,  Sir  E.  E.  (Attorney  General), 
Jsle  of  Wight 
Army — Charges  against  the  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment. [309]  175,  1298 
Army  Estimates — Warlike  Stores,  Ac,  Manu- 
facture and  Repair  of,  [308]  1556 
Law  and  Justice  (England  and  Wales) — Ques- 
tions 
A  Court  of  Criminal  Appeal.  [309]  983 
Circuit  Arrangements,  North  Wales — Flint 

Assizes,  [308]  1462 
nigh  Court  of  J ustice— Probate,  Divorce, 
and  Admiralty  Division.  [309]  1122 
Magistracy  (England    and   Wales) — Working 

Men  Magistrates,  [309]  972 
Marriages  (Attendance  of  Registrars),  [308] 

787 
Supply — Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade  Marks 
Act,  [309]  123,  131 

Webster,  Mr.  E.  G.,  St,  FaneraSy  E. 

Egypt — Army  of  Occupation — Health  of  the 
Troops  at  Assouan,  [308]  1739 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to.  Report,  [308]  1248,  1254,  1255, 
1296 

Parliamentary  Procedure,  [309]  1269 

Railways — Mixed  Trains— Continuous  Brakes, 
[308]  1177 

Wemyss,  Earl  of 

Army — Efficiency  of  the  New  Rifle — Instruc- 
tions to  the  Committee  of  Inquiry— The 
Reserve  Forces,  [309]  1340,  1314,  1345, 
1348 

Western  Pacific^  Islands  of  the — H,Ai,S. 
^^  Diamond  ^^ — Reprisals  on  Natives 
Questions,  Dr.  Cameron,  Mr.  Richard  ;   An- 
swers, The  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Lord 
George  llamilton)  Sept  6,  [308]  1313 

[See  South  Pacific] 

West  Indian  ColonieSy  The 
A  Royal  Commissiofif  Question,  Sir   Thomas 
Esmondc ;    Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  Aug  26, 
[308J  540 

West  Indian  Colonies  and  the  United  States — 
A  Commercial  Treaty^  Question,  Mr.  Gour- 
ley ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  ibr 
the  Colonies  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  Sept  9, 
[308]  1722 

West  India  Islands 
Dominica,  Question,   Sir  Thomas  Esmonde ; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colo- 
nies (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  Auj  27,  [308]  656 

[coni. 


West  India  Islands-^^eoiai. 

Jamaica — Alleged  Jhprtdationt  hf  a 

Man-of'War,  Question,  Sir  John  Sibm; 
Answer,  The  Secretary  of  Suto  for  the 
Colonies  (Mr.  E.  Stanhope)  Aug  24,  [508] 
880 

Westminster  JETall  {Beiioraiion) 
Questions,  Mr.  F.  S.  Powell,  Sir  Henry  Tyhr; 
Answers,  The  First  Coipmissioner  oif  Works 
(Mr.  Plunket)  Auff  23,  [308]  268  :  Qneitm, 
Mr.  Gent-Davis ;  Answer,  The  Firet  Goh« 
roissioner  of  Works  (Mr.  Plunket)  iS^  t9f 
[309]  960 

Whitmore,  Mr.  0.  A.,  Cheltes 

General   Gordon — The  Memorial    Stnlat  fcr 
Wellington  Place,  [309]  1099 

Williams,  Mr.  A.  J.,  Glamorgan^  8, 
Royal   CommissionTon  AoeidenU  in    MiiMi 

Report,  [308]  1183 
Supply— National  Deht  Offiee,  [309]  116 

Williams,  Mr.  P.  J.,  Birminghmm^  8, " 
Local  Taxation— The    Coantj   Rale — CoeKri- 
bntions  by  Towns  haTing  aeparato  Qaart« 
Sessions,  [306]  869 

Wilson,  Sir  S.,  Porttmouih 

England  and  the  Ck>lonief — Imperial  Feden- 
tion— A  Joint  Committee,  [joJB]  1182 

Land— Simplifioaiion  of  Titles  and  Traoffen, 

[309]  963 

Navy — Naval  Sohoolmattert*  Penaoni,  [308] 
1754 

Navy— Admiralty— Qaestiona 

Freeing    of   Haslar    BridfOp   Portmoeth, 

[308]  1186 
Gun    Practice  at  Sonthsea — Reeoray  ef 

Shot,  [308]  893 
State  of  Europe — Redootlon  of  the  Doekfard 

Establishments,  [308]  1743 

Post  OflSce— Postage  Rateeand  Charfoi  to  thi 
Australian  Colonies,  [309]  786 
Telegraphic  Communication  with  Amtraliiv 

[309]  174 

Wilson,  Mr.  H.  J.,  Tori^  W.E.^  HUb- 

firth 
Parliament— New  Rales  of  Proeednre— Rale  t 
(Adjournment  of  the  House),  [308]  586 

WoLMEB,  Yiscoant,  HanU^  P$teruJiM 
Army   (Auxiliary   Forces)  —  The  Vdoatacn 
—Capitation  Grant,  [308]  957 

Women^B  Siiflirag6  Bill  [b.l.] 

{The  Lord Demmam) 

I,  Presented  ;  read  1^  *  ^u^  31  (Nei  It) 

2  a.  negatived,  after  short  debate  Sni  9J[9d81 
1054 

WooDALL,  Mr.  W.,  ITdiiby 
Army  (Ordnanoe  DepartmeBt)— HUl 
in  Private  Firms,  [308J  1176 


^ij**^ 


woo     WOE       (SESSION 

308- 

WooDALL,  Mr.  W. — eont, 

Armj   Estimates  —  Clothing  Establishmentt* 
Serrices,  and  Supplies,  [308]  H47,  1453 
Warlike  Stores,  &c..  Manufacture  and  Re- 
pair of,  [308]  1608,  1612,  1623 

JFoods  and  Forests^  Department  of—AA^ 
ministration  of  the  Department 
Observations,   Mr.   Labouohero ;    Replj,   The  | 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Jackson) ; 
short  debate  thereon  Sfpt  9,  [308]  1 787 

Works — First  Commissioner  («m  Plun-  > 
KET,  Eight  Hon.  D.  E.) 

Workny  Office  of  {Furniture  Department) —  • 
Memorial  of  Assist  ante 
Quention,  Mr.  Lawson ;    Answer,    The    First ' 
t'ommissioner    of    Works     (Mr.    Plunket)  i 
Sepi  25,  [309]  1351 

WoETLEY,  Mr.  C.  B.  Stuart-  (Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department),  Sheffisldy  Hallam 
Supply — Commissioners  in  Lunacy   in   Eng- 
land, [309]  98 
Land  Commissioners  for  England,  [309]  80  1 


2,    18  8  6)        WBI  TBB 

309« 

Wbioht,    Mr.    0.,    Zaneoihirs,    S.JT., 
Leigh 
Meohaniea*  InititntM — Supply  of  Parliftmentar  j 
Reports,  [308I 1722 


Wbioht,  Mr.  H.  Smith-,  Nottingham^  8. 

Douse  Boats  —  Exemption  from  Imperial  and 
Local  Taxation,  [309]  690 

River  Pollution  —  Pollution  of  the  Thames^ 
House  Boats,  [309]  698 

Supply — Local  Government  Board,  d^}.  [309] 
52 


Yeo,  Mr.  F.  A.,  Olamorgan,  Oower 
Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  620, 626 


Yerbxtboh,  Mr.  E.  A.,  Chester 

Parliament — Queen's  Speech,  Address  in  An- 
swer to,  [308]  703 

Supply — Criminal  Prosseutions,  Ao.  in  Ireland, 
[3093311 


ERRATA. 

In  Vol.  [308],  page  845,  line  3  from  bottom, /or  *•  Earl,"  read  **  Lord  (Randolph  Churchill). 
[309],  page  29,  line  12  from  top, /or  "(Mr.  Pamell),"  read  (**  Dr.  Tanner)." 
„      page  176.  line  23  from  bottom,/or  "  1888,**  read  "  1886." 
„      page  810,  line  30,  /or  •*  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  (Monaghan,  N.),"  read  •'  Mr.  P.  J.  O'Brien 

(Tipperary,  N.)" 


t* 


*» 


END    OF   VOLUME   CCCIX.,    AND    SECOND   AND   LAST 

VOLUME    OF    SESSION    2,    1886. 
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